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THE IERONIAK PERSECUTION.

(Theme for the degree of
Bachelor of Divinity).

Concordin Seninery. i St.Louis, Xo.

(Uritten Wler the supervision of Prof.P.iretzmam,D.D.)
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In the year 64 A.D., July 19%h to be exact, when Rome :rlour:l.she:&
BSs the J;;ains eity of the world and was then under the sovereigniy of the
Shloody He:r.-o‘g thardbroke out in that metropolis of the so-called world-

a0 (‘.‘.’f

ezpire an nnense fire which raged for approximately one week or a few
days nore‘(: according to the testimony of varlous historians and recuced
that s:pl{end.:.d. eity to a shell of its former glorious self. The d.anaga

wereeqg e

wrought, by the consuning conflagration is well desoribed by Gibbon 1n h:l.s

*Decline ;;nl'.nall of the Roman Emp:l.re“,chn.pt. XV, where he vwrites: "The

monuments of Greo:l.nn art and of Homan virtue, the trophies of the Funic

and Gallig {-'-'ar.., the moet holy temples, and the most splendid palaces“Sere

l. ,d;-af

involved in one common destruction. Of the fourteen regions orf guaryers
into rnichgzwas divided, four only subsisted entirely.Three were leveled
wvith the ground.. and the remaining seven, which had experienced the force

of the ﬂ..mes, displayed a melancholy prespect of ruln and desoletion.”

Or es the -E':I.re is recorded in Spanu"-'l'ones uThe Early Christiens in Rone,“,

(pp.25: ané. 26)-- "4 terrible and unlooked for calemity reduced Rome to a
tote of mourn:.ng end desolation. The 19th July,A.D.64, the date of the

oommencemen-b o:!: -I:he desolating fire, was long remembered. It broke on-l: in

the shops \.'h:l.uh c.-.ulterad. round the great clrocus; a stirong summer wind

fanned the ,ﬁflmas vhich coon became uncontrollsble. The NAarrov streats# of

ehe g

the old q_un.rters and the somewhat crumbling bulldings fed the fire which
gri - ,

raged for sone n:l.ne days, destroying many of the ancient hist.ar.lo bu!.:l.-

FEEL AL | &a" LB di%y blll—'

dings. Tho}!se.nds of the poorer inhabitante were rendered homeless penn:t-

s L

less. At 'I:ha.t period. Rome vias divided into fourteen regions are g:na.rters-

s

of these -I:hreo were entirely consumed; seven more were rendered uninhabi-

{able by -l:he :I.'i!ree fire; only four were left really unhermed by the

dioe -5!;} oy 2
desolating ca.lam:l.t;f 1.--e can well imagine what results this nighty ca-

et

Tas
tastrophe hn.a. o:f the populace of the olty. With many of the people peri-
shing in e 5.|'n'e flames which destroyed the lowly hovel of the poor as

qut

well as the splem:l.d. mansions of the rich; with the survivors in a fear-
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orzzed sbate of mind; ond with the entire order of life and custom in an
uwpheaval, which state of sffoirs always exists when any natlional oﬂnﬁ.
takes place, and that is what the burning of Rome emounted to, since it
was the hub of the vheel representing the Roman empire and all the other
parts of the country turmed with Rome, we can well imagine tl-m.t those in
anthority were face to face with a great orisis, namely, the contr&l of
the populece. For where had this fire started? Vias 1t purely acecidental
or vas 1t the work of an incendlaxry? That the govermment realized the
dire need of cooling the wrcth of the people(and especially e cértain
governement official, nomely, Kero, the Emperor) we realize from the
statement of Gibbon in hie "History of Christianity”,p.221: "The m:f.'ia.l
gardens were throvm open to the distreseed maltitude, temporary 'bui]‘:zi.ng

were %ected for their acocomadation, and a plentiful supply of corn and,
provicione was distributed at a very moderate price". But all thesgp effort

avalled nothing against the rumor which constently persisted, in ‘b:l.am:l.ns
the empe:or Hero himself with having sterted the disastomue fire. Fei i
gome hlstvorians discredit this entirely on the basis that on the 19ta of
July Kero wae absent from Rome, nwer-bheless it would have been a very g
ezey matter for his hired egents to have star‘l:ad. the conflagration which
ruined the clty. As to his reasons for such an act, some say he wished to
destroy the old ecity, and build up a new one of most megnificent splendor
end to have the mame of this olty chenged to'Herd'. Others, celling atten-
tion to the vanity prevalent in this emperor, say it was merely a foolish
vhin of His, end that while the oity burned Nero watched the flemes from &
high tower and sang an ode about the burning of Troy to the accompaniment
on his lyre., But whether Hero caused the fire oru not, public opininn
accused him of the deed,(Duchesne,"Early History of the Christian Church; |
P:47) end with such insistency and increasing intensity, that Hero was “
foroced to look for a scape-goat, for one on whom the blame could aasilxy‘ b‘el

placed, =0 that an impending revolution against the throne, which might .)

e -t B i
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| esfily have resulted would be averted. :
Det us for o moment pause here, and toke a closer glimpse of Nero,

who et this time oooupied the throne ot Rome., At the time of the fire he

ms in the tenth yeor of his reign. Vhen he firkt ascendea the throne he

was held in check by strong outside influences, but since 'I:hase— Aig:;’;.m oes

hinjered the new emperor in the atiainment of his desires he oraftily

renoved these hindra.no'es to the pleazures which he enjoyed, so that by 'l:he

yeor 64 he was in the heigih of his power as ruler or the empire. iiero was

2 very vain man, and prided himself upon whet he thought was abllity in ,

musie and poetry. lie balked ot no means to atiain his emd. The deashs of

his mother, his first wife, end his brother were all attributed to him,

znd hig rowdyism ond riotous conduct were open secrets to the Romﬂ"i;:p-ul-

cee, His physiocnl appearance must have been repulsive, for Tucker tli'i' us

in his "Iife in the Roman Yorld of Nero and St.Paul",p.80: "He (Eer:i‘iuv;as

£ 22irly good heigni, his skin was blotjched; end his odour unpleasant;

his heir wes inclined to be yellow; his face was more hanﬂ.some thafﬁ-;?fran-

tives (I imcgine it was nelther);his eyes were grayish-blue and short-

sighted; his neck was fat; he was protuberant below the weilst; his legs

wers very slender; hie health was good."f#--From this short d.esorgl.ptim

| gnd from other Pfeots hended dovn to us concerning this oruel tyrant, 'I\;'here

Stat
is no doubt in my mind, but that Nero would have no compunctions in sta:rl;-

irs the conflagration.

But now he had to do something guickly to avert the suspioﬁ;%d.er
vhich he had come, due to the rumor among the people, and where ias he to
farn %o £ind somecne to shoulder ths blame! We can imagine him rackifg his
brain, when all of a sudden the thought occurred to him: Vhy not 'blaze_"'
some of the sects in this city, who do not worship the Roman gods? Vhy not
the Jews, vho were tolerated by the Romens? No, not the Jews and for ;"il:.a
following reason: They were powerfully represented at the Roman court. The
wife and mistrees of Nero, Poppaea, if ndt a Jewess, wes a Jewish :pr;; yte.




But the Christians, ond this is the £irst time that a difference seems’to
heve existed cocording to the Romane between Jews and Christiens, were a
yarty not in fevor with the Romen people cnd it would be an ecsy matter
to have the ire of the inhabitants roused against them. And in this vay
the first persecution of the Christiems originated, one of the worﬁ‘i‘l- tha.t
the Christion church had ever experiemced through all the ages, and "{J.'uich
vee the beginning of a number of persecutions which raged with verying
intensity for two and one-hn.l:r centuries. The rumor asa.:l.nst lero, wh:l.oh
trousht about this parleo-l\-gion is mentioned by Ta.c:l.-h:s with beeom:l.ng dis-
truet, for he hnted the Chrisiians; but Sgyon:hm greedily tra.nsnri'bédf: the
ruzor, and Dion Cessidis solemmly confirms it.

Taeitus..m-vma no eye-witness o: the fire and the rasultan-lfu pe:rse-
eution...ha.ﬁ gooaﬁ oprortunities for. obtalning accurate information, m’g.z he
is the pr:.ncipl&-’sourua of informetion of this catastrophe (Anneles XV,44).
In Ayer's "Source Book of Ancient Church Eistory", ps-f, the accomnt of
facitus concerning the persecution end also ite csuses is reproduced for

: "Helther by works of benevolence mor the gifts of the prince (Iiarp) g
nor means of appecsing the Gods did the shmefu.l susplcion cease, l—om'%imt

t was not believed that the fire had been ozused by his command. !ﬁ:;:rorg !
to overcome this rumor, Nero put in his own place as culprits, a.nﬁ.m :;';:ished.‘
with moet ingenious cruelty, men whom the common people- hated for thelr
shemeful orimes and called Christians. Christ, from whom the name was de-
rived, hed been put to death in the reign of Tlberius by the procurator
Pontiue -f:l.late. The deadly superstition, having been checked for a wh:l.le.
begen to brea.k out agein, not only throughout Ju.d.a.ee.. where this m:l.;&e:r
first arose, but also at Rome where from all sices all things scaud.aloua
meet and become fashlonable. Therefore, at the beginning, some were :o:l.ned.
vho made confessions; then, on their information, 2 vast multitude m.s oon—
victed, not so much 8f erson as of hatred for the human race. And they are ‘
not only »ut to death, but subjected to insults, in that they were af‘bhar 7




- TITERSEELT

dressed up in the ekins of wild beasis and perished by the cruel miigling
of dogs, or elee put on orosses to be set on fire, anl, as day d.eol:l.ﬂ.
be burned, being used as lights by night. iero had thrén open hies gardens
for that spectacle, and gave a circus play, mingling with the people
dressed. in o charioteers costume ob driving in a chariot." And them Taoi-
tus goes on to desoribe the result of these persecutions and tortures:
"From thls arose, however, toward men who were, indeed, oriminals ani de-
serving eiireme pensliles, sympathy on the ground that they were dosti-iy'-’ea -
not for public good, but to satisfy the cruelty of an individual ( p.7).
iceitus in this account clearly dispiays towqrd the Christians the injus-
tlce and contempt which he loved to heap upon them.---Furthermore, we can
assume thet from this datement and similar ones of enclent historiens,
the modern belief thot the persecution extended only to the outskirts of
Rone oand not isto the provinces is obtained.

Thet this attempt at exferminating the Christians was limited o
Rome and at the most, tho ;prov:l.:f'es of Italy, is the view also held b‘;";g-st

modern historions. They base their argumants mainly on 'bh:l.s, that 1t re-
l.eﬁu
ted from the fire in +the oity, and that therefore those of the proﬂ.no% ,

vould not have to sufier for i1t. To support a persecution only in the olty
Ve have tic statement of Gibbon (Eistory of Christianity,p.221): © ﬁ
effect ce well as the ccuse of Rero's persecution were confined to 'the walle

c&u-ﬂ-ﬂ'
of Rome"., And he continues, seying -I:ha.-b the religious views of the Galilae-

aneg never were mode subject to inguiry or to punishment. Ayer makes this
stotement: "It was not however, a persecution directed against chris&miw

| 28 an unlawful religion. It was probably confined to Rome and at nos'h the

TeToi -

. immedicte vicinity, and there is no evidence that it was a general persecu-

tion", Figher, in his "SBeginnings of Christianity",p.550, is not a bit |
I

certain as to the extent of the persecution, for he has the :Eol:l.ow:l.ng -ho

_-llF|

say: "How far the coruelty of Nero led to the persecutions of the Ghris‘l:ians,
in the provinces is a controveried point.” That seems to 'bat"- view held |

.
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by MeGiffert in his "Church in the Apostollic Age",p.630:"There 15';-‘;‘5:3!!!1
o suppose that the massacre extended beyond the confines of Rome, :‘:-""bba.t
any lew wae passed or ediot issued making the profession of Christianity
& orime, or placing the Christian soolety under the ban of the omp:l.r%{-ht _
1t wac to be expected that the emperoxr's aotion should be widely ]mm":'/nnd
that provincial governors should feel at li'b‘e:.t.'ty in the exercise of their
exiraordinary police jurisdiction to follow his example in ireating the
Chrisilans as outlaws and oriminals whenevE their own inolination or the
hatred of the populace suggested such e course.” Leon H.Canfield concedes
the possibility of isolated oases of persecution especially in Asia Minor,
tut not throughout all the provinces. Ve find his siatement in "The Sarly :
Persecutions of the Christians® ( Columbia U.,Stulies in Eistory, Esonomios,
and Iew, Vol.55,Part II, p.69): The persecution was by no means universal,
though there msy heve been 1soglsed omses tried by the police authorities
ouiside of Lome, following the precedent set at Rome. Such cases may have

occurred in 4Asia lLiinor where the Christiane were most numerous and most
disliked". In Foakes-Jaokson "The History of tne Christian Ohurch to A.D.
461", p.50: "The HNeronien Persecution, during which probably both St.Peter
end St.Paul suffered mertyrdom, furnishes a good illustravion of 'unzm;ﬁ;r-
&l pollcy of the govermmont toward the Church.” Ti‘j:'bh these words the a.-u.'{hor
sesns to deny th;e existnce of any edlot or decree which called for a
general uprising ag”inst the Christipns in the provinees also. 'ﬂe:l.zs;;?hr
in hie "The Apostolioc Age"™ (Vol.II,141 ) speaks for a pai'secu.tion ths"l.:jon:l;
exisied in Rome: "It 1s self-evident that this calamity affected only the
Christiens in Rome, As 1t did not emanate from an iuzpecchment of 'l:he:l.";;."e-
ligion, so neither was there commected with it any universal ﬂ.eeree?%ﬂu
their religion." And also licrton in his "The Rise of Christianity", 2.;{2-5: l

deiiliyod |
Vewayhile it does not seem to have extended to the provinces, it ';.d.mt:l.ud.‘
|
!

the Christians thr.oug:out the empire as obnoxious to the governmemt".
Ih connection with Norton allow me to digress a moment from the

AT 7 Dy ¥ ” e e
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regular flow of thought, nnd record the:popular charges which mr‘éﬂgﬂsﬁ
ageinst the Chrigtione at the time of the persecution (p.223,224);: 'ﬁ" The.
charge of atheiem or saorilege, becaust; they did not worship in the iﬁthen
temples the heathen gods., 2. Seditlon or ireason, because they taught the |
coming of the kingdom of God. 3.Disturbances of economic conditioms, for
they lead people 1o a Imowledge of the irue God and thus the sale gf‘:;ﬁrinea
and liages suffered. 4.13151.'1::.'313935 of the peace, for the (Ei:::-:!;s'H.an":rs'j"'L viere
geclous proselytere in thet heathen world, and thereby families we:izb' Jﬂan
broken up. 5.Licentiousness; their men and women were sesn togthﬁuite
often at night. Their love feasts also {:rogght on this charge. 6.In£a:nt':!.-
clde and cannibalism. An eavesdropper might hear the words "eat s-:ﬁ‘luh"
end"drink thic blood", would see ohildren taken to the services in the ca-
tecombs, end in this way the rumor would be spread that this new ’ec-I:‘

klled taeir bobes, cud nte the flesh of the children and drank -bhb:.f blood.
7oglo and Witohorash, for they haf “he: powsr %o aswhlows denonny ani: the
henthegn regarded thelr making the sign of th™® eross as an evil s:l.gi:t".‘ In
short, -ghe;r were accused of everything possible, and to gquote Tertullian:
*I2 the slky stonde st1ll (does not fall dovm in rain), if the earth moves,
iZ there ic famine or plague, the shout is imnediately raised "To 'l;he 1ions I
vith the Chriesians'™,

In support of the argument that Nero's persecution did not erl:;;ﬂ. to
ithe provinces we ea.n:bfresont the statements of historiens not so recent.
Thug Duff says in his "The E=rly Church",p.82: "There is no reason to
| believe that this flerce persecution, which seems to have lasted wi'?bﬂh“;m
~ interruptions to the year 68 A.D., extended :En.r beyond Rome and :I.-l::‘ ?n-

' virons., Lilmen also supporis Gibbons view, in lMilmen's "History of Chris-
tianity", as to the extent of the Heronian persecution. In meking this
staement he is in agsrefinent with Losheim, that only one valid argument
‘.a advanced on either side. The Christi=ns, namely, since they were being
persecuted on account of their alleged burning of the ocity, and not for

—
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their religion, could not have been made to suffer if they lived otuside f
of Rome sie far away in the provires. Also, Paul, who seemfs to have i trav-
ersed a large part of the Roman empire just during this period, does not
geem to have been molested, outside of ordinary dangers that any traveler
might meet with in those doys, until he returned to Rome. These,do not
Zorget, are the words of liilman. Others who agree with Gibbon on this
Joint are Heander, ¥.Gorres (Christenver:rolgung" in Kraus, Real-encyklopa-
die der Christlichen Alterthumer, vol.I,1882, p.221), Uhlhorn, and Keim
(Rom und des Christentum, Serlin 1881, pp.19Y3 ££.)

In oppoeition to the claims of the afore-mentioned historians, we

shall now present the st.tements of those, who maintain that the Persecu-~

| tion instiscted by Nero was one which extended not throughout the eity of

Bome, but also to the provinces of the Roman empire. What are the faots
that we oan adduce in proving the latter claim? Turning to the ancient
historions we have the testimony of that writer who before gave us s'u.oh a
vivid dcsoription of the persecution, Tacitus. Fron his words we ea.d‘&“ 1ain-
ly see that he wae gulte familier with the spread. of Christianity from
Julese to all parts of the world. His remarks against the Christifis show
thct he B8 not so much opsosed to any alleged incendlarism of theirs E'; to
the religion which they taught oontrara’ho Roman belief and custon. Iawa.lso
speeks of an "ingene multitudo' that suffered under Hero. ok this 'vast
mititude' certainly could not have been just those Christiens living in
Rome; it must heve embraced those who dwelt in the provinces. Truly, the
exeouiions mey in the main have occurred in Rome, but there was nothing
hindering the transporgtation of the Christiens from the provinces 'laom the
oepital oity, there %o be fed to lioms. Vhen Tacitus tells us that as a
result of the fierce oppression of the Christians sympathy for them mf far |
their cause was aroused, then the amount of bellievers slain must have |
been very large indeed, and must have consisted of more people than were
ferreted out in Rome. Another source to which we osn go to support this
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view 18 Suetonius (Fero 16), who states that the Christipss held a sg.a:-l.'lﬂ-
tion wvhich affooted the entire human race. This indicates that the Chris-
tw: were knovn quite well throughout the empire, for to Suetonius the J
entire lmma.n race undoubtedly meant in the main the great Roman nation. |
Then we have the remark of Orosius, whose words-have guite often been |
discredited but which to my mind are so clear and general, that t.hga.s-b
o Yery bright light on the questiond, Orosius (Hist.VII,7),and his'View
is also teken bg E.Gu:l.zo'la.) speaks g_:ui-l:e clearly for a persecution which
extended to the provinces ,:l.n the words: "Romae Christianos suppliciis et
morte nffecit ac per ommes provincias pari persecutione excruciari imper-

avit (he-liero-vicited the Christians at Rome with torments and death and
8ive orders that they should suffer like tortures throuvghout all the
Frovingces )", These words are so sweeping that there can hardly exist any
enthority which could weeken the view of Orosius.---Another writer of'“’cﬁote
and one whoce report 1z not to be despised is Clement of Rome. He refers i
to the persecution of Nero, for he was one of the earliest Christian |
vriters, and also has the distinction of being the first ome to refer to

the mertyrdom of Paul and Peter. The former he dcscribes as a pre’n.chej; in
the East and in the Vest, and that in his travels Paul reached the farthest
bounds of the VWest. In Chapter VI of his first epistle to the Gor:l.n%ﬁ&s

ve heve a reference something like that of Tacltus in regard to the great j
nunber of the martyrs: "A wodv l/i/a; (vast multitude) of the elect"” suf- .:
fered. The ideec expressed by Tertullian is also worthy of moting, for he |
refers to certain laws enacted by Nero. Now 1t is plain to everyone that

if the emperor issued an edlet against the Christians, calling for thq!r
persecution, such an ediot was issued and was to take effect aginst all of
this sect, not only against those located in the cdital of the em;p:l.z"‘::(a.nn. |

the resultant persecution would have been universal, not local.
Among later historians who lean toward a belief in & un:l.versf‘f per—~

&
secution was may plafie Bartlet in his "Christienity in History™, p.89:
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"Ihis outburst (in Nero's most extravagant style), the poliocy of vhich ‘Was
Joseibly copied elsevhere, for instance in the province of Asiaki--v, Ig the
outburst was in Eero;s most extravegamt style, and we have every roa:of to
believe that it was, we can well assume that it extended throughout the
Roman possessione. What Rome did, the rest of the empire did! This v!.ow'; is
also taken by Ropes)"Apostolioc Age",p.202: "It became the established
principle of the Roman administration, if the police chose to act, mem-
bership in the Christien sect was a capital offense.” Ve also guote
Spence in his "The Early Christians in Rome",p.30: "But in Rome and in
the provinces the Christian sect from this time forward was genmerally
rezerded as hootile to the Empire." And the n.ro.n.e-m.uu.uned. Cenfield,
¥ho adopte the views of those who hold a local :peruecut:l.on, is w:l.ll:lng to
&dnit that "there mey have been isolated cases tried by the police outi:l.d.e
of Rome, following the precedents set at Rome. Such cases may he.ve“%’ggérﬂd.
in Agie kinor where the Christians were most numerous and most disliked”.

Finally, there ic a view to be comsidered gulte thoroughly, 'I;hn.'f' is
held by Callewaert. His is a two-fold view{for he distinguishes W#'h'ues
of percecution: 1.A persecution for incendiarism, confined to Rome, and
only of short d.ura.-l::l.on.‘ 2. A persecution which took place shortly after

the firet and vhich wes o systematic represskon of Christianity. The

vriter is rather inclined to accept this explanation of the persecution,

for we cen readily undercitand that as soon as Nero issued the stetement,
rether formel¥or informelly, ti% the Christians were resposmible for the
grest fire, the fierceness of the inhabltants of Rome inew no bounds and
that not only the offiolals of the empire but also all Rome afistédin the
persecution., And that this slaughter was confined to Rome for the time ;
being, but oily for such 2 time untll that oity could offer mc::?:: ctims
to satisfy the gemeral lust for blood, blood, and more blood. If Ga.llemr‘l:

has that length of time in mind when he says the first phase of pof':'e?ﬁtion
was of "short duratlion", then he is correct. In the meen time, however, -
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the news of the orgy at Rome reached out into the provinces and. ther%ktho

| Roman officials sew fit to duplicate the performances at Rome, but not on
| & very lorge sccle until en edict came from Nero, and then there took
| place the second phese of the persecution nentided by Callewaert. Nero,
ruming out of viotime for the lioms, issmues a deoree that _Gh:-:lat:l.n’n.i.'l:fi." is
& orime punishable with death, end or;lers all prisoners to be sent to
Rome for execution. From this there results that throughout the Empire
the Christlane are ferreted and hunted out by the Roman soldiery and."{e-nt
| to the "Holy City! to be sacrificed upon the altar of he:.-han lusts m&r to
sprinkle the sends of the arena with their life's blood, for the armse-
nent of the rmurderours, mocking, multitude.

Let ue now turn to Holy Soriptures and comsider the testimony of
Poul the Apostle, who was ver#ct:lve et the time of Nero and who finally
suffered martyrdom under this oruel emperor at Rome in the year 67 A.D.
| Llero assended the throne in 54; one year later Paul wrote in his First
Epistle to the Corinthiens,Chapt.7,26: "I suppose therefore that this is
good for the present distress---". Ve do not Imow what induced Paul to
speck these worde; i1f they were prophetic they certainly were fulfilled.
Or, perhaps, he had an intuition that this now emperor wes going to be
one of the zirst and one of the worst foes the Christian world has ever

hed to contend with. The following possages are the mair ones to be
considered in this connection: Hebrews 10,23, where we read:"Let us hold
fast the profession of our falth without wavering'. How,whereas the
.guestion as to who is the “$ther of this book is & controverted point
(although it 1e gemerzIly assumed that Peul wrote this letter), th:.i‘“"";?';.n
not deter us from meking the stotement that the writer of this volume
which most likely appeared in the year 63 refers to the persecution end
that the readers of the letter should stendfastly remain in faith Auninst
all opposition. Idkewlse in v.32 as en incentive the former triumphs
should be recalled: "Buit call to remembrance the former days, in whioch,
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after yo were illuminated, ye endured a great fight 9f: afflictiums." In
V.34 of this seme chapter we can clmost make a certaln statement that
Paul wrote this letter and here,too, he mokes a very clear referngoe to
his first imprisonment, irom vhich he was released in 63 A.D.: "For y‘e‘l had
compassion of me in my vonds, mnd took joyfully the spoiling of youmad.ﬂ ‘
Thie spolling of their goods could only have resulted from persecution
on the part of the heethens. In 15,5 another referngpe to bonds and im-
prisonment: "Remember them that are in bonds, as boudddwith:themy a.und"ﬁﬁe
vhich suffer adversity, a= being ycurselves also in the bod:".---ﬂnother
Yook of the Hew Testament which is especially valuable just for 'I:h:l.tm point °
is the firet Epistle of Peter, who is said to have suffered mertyrdom at
the hands of Nero at the same time that Paul waz beheaded. The date of
this book we can set at 6# or 65, and hence the following passages glve
us en Inkight into the conditions of the times. And since the book vas
eddresced to severcl congregations in Asia linor we can well assume that
| these congregations were recelviny these warnings and words of comfort
egoinet the perscoution of Hero. In 1,6 he speaks of the readers a';%'ﬁemg
for a season in heaviness "through menifold temptations™. V.7 Eete;ﬁéers
t0o a "tricl of faith". In chopter 2,20 the apostle writes: "For t:hn}h éfl.ory

is 1t,1f, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 1% pa.t:l.‘ntlrr
But if, when ye do well and suffer ftr it, ye take it pa.tientlv. this is
escoeptable with God." In 4,1 the apostle draws a comparison between the
suff:ring of Christ and thet which the Christians are llable to end.ur at
any time, due to the persecution on the part of the heathens:"Forasmuch
then a8 Christ hes suffered for us in the flesh (physical tortures o:i&—-bhe
oross), orm yourselves likewise with the same mind (be prepared to‘ﬁéer
the same way; even to being dragged to Rome to a martyr's death in tae
arenz)", A possible summons to Romeg is undoubtedly referred to in 3,17
where Peter tells the Christions to be subject unto govermors, as unto

them that are sent by him and in 5,17 he exorts them to honor gll men. (
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Spcaking to them in 4,12 the apostle tells them to "think it notternge

| oomoerning the fiery trial vhich is to try you, ac though some strange

fhing happened unto you". I do not believe thet Peter would here speak
of any common effliotion as every Christia: must dsily face,as being
despised or mook, as & "fiery trial". Suoch an expression would more Fit-
tingly be epplied to the devaetating fire of persecution breathed out

| over the Christion world by the monster at Rome.—==-- Thc Second Eyist!i of

Peul to Timothy ic 47 of speciel interest in.-this cage, since it wes

written from Rome by Paul after he had been arrested for the second time.
dunti

Thie book iz the lost product of his pen. We Xmow thet the Apostle d.'urlng

'ILA'

| his first imprisonment enjoyed quite a bit of liberty, eepecially between

the years 61 cnd 65. Although under surveillance of the authorities he

wE ellowed to receive visitors , to engage in his teachings and writ 'ﬂ’éa
2nd otherwise live unmolestved. But now the end is fast approaching, a.nhf he
kove thet hic mertyrdom is not' far off. The conditions in Rome are very
depreseing, for the persecution has scattered the people of the city to
different parts of the world, end the outlook is ogf bright et all. His
friends have left him and only Imke was still with him. In such a franme

of mind he writes to Timothy, and urges the young man to be cgurageoﬁli“i.n
epite of existing triels (1,6-12). In the third chspter he warié him

taat errore will increanse and asks him to remenmber the example of stead-
fast endurcnce in faith in spite of all tralls which Paul himself had
ghown, ~--- It hos often been sald, and it 1s 2 view held by mn:;:'ﬁ:&egﬂes;
that a1l these warnings to remain steifast in faith against perseation
only refer, as zbove-menﬂoned. 40 common every day Jibes which the
Christinns had tb suffer, but those who hold this v:l.gw alweys have the
question to answerf:If such is the oase, why do the holy wriiers use
such forceful expressions as we have here recorded? Truly, these remarks

oconld only have been caused by persecutions of the worst kind, such as
were instigated by Nero B¢ Rome and which embraced all the provinces.
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The arguments for both sides have been presented and now the-oa.sa
rests with the individunl reader to make the decision. The writer is cer-
tain that on the basis of the evidence presented the following summaryjof
the extent ox the persecution moy be urged as the most probable:

Vhen the fire hed occurred and Hero hed manoged to turn the blame
for the conflegration upon the Christians, there broke out in Rome a
ierridle persecution of the Christians both by the governmment and by the
public, The nows of this was carried out into the provinces and there
the Christiens were treated in like menner, although not on the same
Ecele cs in the imperial oity. Probably a few months later Hero umam an
edict ageinst the Christians and th_en there reslyted a detalled and
sgitematic repression of the Christians throughout the Roman empire.
Vhether Fero issued on ediot or mot, is a disputed guestion, but the $
fzot that the persecution extended into the provinces can hardly be i
denied on the basis of the evldence produced) but whether this paru?m_}-
tlon made its vay to the provinces merely on the stremgth of the h:ifoninss
in Rome or by o formel edict of the emperor Hero may never be fully

determined.,

W.Jd .Schnedler.
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