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W.J.Schnedler. lay 15,1926.

THE IERONIAK PERSECUTION.

(Theme for the degree of
Bachelor of Divinity).

Concordin Seninery. i St.Louis, Xo.

(Uritten Wler the supervision of Prof.P.iretzmam,D.D.)
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In the year 64 A.D., July 19%h to be exact, when Rome :rlour:l.she:&
BSs the J;;ains eity of the world and was then under the sovereigniy of the
Shloody He:r.-o‘g thardbroke out in that metropolis of the so-called world-

a0 (‘.‘.’f

ezpire an nnense fire which raged for approximately one week or a few
days nore‘(: according to the testimony of varlous historians and recuced
that s:pl{end.:.d. eity to a shell of its former glorious self. The d.anaga

wereeqg e

wrought, by the consuning conflagration is well desoribed by Gibbon 1n h:l.s

*Decline ;;nl'.nall of the Roman Emp:l.re“,chn.pt. XV, where he vwrites: "The

monuments of Greo:l.nn art and of Homan virtue, the trophies of the Funic

and Gallig {-'-'ar.., the moet holy temples, and the most splendid palaces“Sere

l. ,d;-af

involved in one common destruction. Of the fourteen regions orf guaryers
into rnichgzwas divided, four only subsisted entirely.Three were leveled
wvith the ground.. and the remaining seven, which had experienced the force

of the ﬂ..mes, displayed a melancholy prespect of ruln and desoletion.”

Or es the -E':I.re is recorded in Spanu"-'l'ones uThe Early Christiens in Rone,“,

(pp.25: ané. 26)-- "4 terrible and unlooked for calemity reduced Rome to a
tote of mourn:.ng end desolation. The 19th July,A.D.64, the date of the

oommencemen-b o:!: -I:he desolating fire, was long remembered. It broke on-l: in

the shops \.'h:l.uh c.-.ulterad. round the great clrocus; a stirong summer wind

fanned the ,ﬁflmas vhich coon became uncontrollsble. The NAarrov streats# of

ehe g

the old q_un.rters and the somewhat crumbling bulldings fed the fire which
gri - ,

raged for sone n:l.ne days, destroying many of the ancient hist.ar.lo bu!.:l.-

FEEL AL | &a" LB di%y blll—'

dings. Tho}!se.nds of the poorer inhabitante were rendered homeless penn:t-

s L

less. At 'I:ha.t period. Rome vias divided into fourteen regions are g:na.rters-

s

of these -I:hreo were entirely consumed; seven more were rendered uninhabi-

{able by -l:he :I.'i!ree fire; only four were left really unhermed by the

dioe -5!;} oy 2
desolating ca.lam:l.t;f 1.--e can well imagine what results this nighty ca-

et

Tas
tastrophe hn.a. o:f the populace of the olty. With many of the people peri-
shing in e 5.|'n'e flames which destroyed the lowly hovel of the poor as

qut

well as the splem:l.d. mansions of the rich; with the survivors in a fear-




'

=D
orzzed sbate of mind; ond with the entire order of life and custom in an
uwpheaval, which state of sffoirs always exists when any natlional oﬂnﬁ.
takes place, and that is what the burning of Rome emounted to, since it
was the hub of the vheel representing the Roman empire and all the other
parts of the country turmed with Rome, we can well imagine tl-m.t those in
anthority were face to face with a great orisis, namely, the contr&l of
the populece. For where had this fire started? Vias 1t purely acecidental
or vas 1t the work of an incendlaxry? That the govermment realized the
dire need of cooling the wrcth of the people(and especially e cértain
governement official, nomely, Kero, the Emperor) we realize from the
statement of Gibbon in hie "History of Christianity”,p.221: "The m:f.'ia.l
gardens were throvm open to the distreseed maltitude, temporary 'bui]‘:zi.ng

were %ected for their acocomadation, and a plentiful supply of corn and,
provicione was distributed at a very moderate price". But all thesgp effort

avalled nothing against the rumor which constently persisted, in ‘b:l.am:l.ns
the empe:or Hero himself with having sterted the disastomue fire. Fei i
gome hlstvorians discredit this entirely on the basis that on the 19ta of
July Kero wae absent from Rome, nwer-bheless it would have been a very g
ezey matter for his hired egents to have star‘l:ad. the conflagration which
ruined the clty. As to his reasons for such an act, some say he wished to
destroy the old ecity, and build up a new one of most megnificent splendor
end to have the mame of this olty chenged to'Herd'. Others, celling atten-
tion to the vanity prevalent in this emperor, say it was merely a foolish
vhin of His, end that while the oity burned Nero watched the flemes from &
high tower and sang an ode about the burning of Troy to the accompaniment
on his lyre., But whether Hero caused the fire oru not, public opininn
accused him of the deed,(Duchesne,"Early History of the Christian Church; |
P:47) end with such insistency and increasing intensity, that Hero was “
foroced to look for a scape-goat, for one on whom the blame could aasilxy‘ b‘el

placed, =0 that an impending revolution against the throne, which might .)

e -t B i
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| esfily have resulted would be averted. :
Det us for o moment pause here, and toke a closer glimpse of Nero,

who et this time oooupied the throne ot Rome., At the time of the fire he

ms in the tenth yeor of his reign. Vhen he firkt ascendea the throne he

was held in check by strong outside influences, but since 'I:hase— Aig:;’;.m oes

hinjered the new emperor in the atiainment of his desires he oraftily

renoved these hindra.no'es to the pleazures which he enjoyed, so that by 'l:he

yeor 64 he was in the heigih of his power as ruler or the empire. iiero was

2 very vain man, and prided himself upon whet he thought was abllity in ,

musie and poetry. lie balked ot no means to atiain his emd. The deashs of

his mother, his first wife, end his brother were all attributed to him,

znd hig rowdyism ond riotous conduct were open secrets to the Romﬂ"i;:p-ul-

cee, His physiocnl appearance must have been repulsive, for Tucker tli'i' us

in his "Iife in the Roman Yorld of Nero and St.Paul",p.80: "He (Eer:i‘iuv;as

£ 22irly good heigni, his skin was blotjched; end his odour unpleasant;

his heir wes inclined to be yellow; his face was more hanﬂ.some thafﬁ-;?fran-

tives (I imcgine it was nelther);his eyes were grayish-blue and short-

sighted; his neck was fat; he was protuberant below the weilst; his legs

wers very slender; hie health was good."f#--From this short d.esorgl.ptim

| gnd from other Pfeots hended dovn to us concerning this oruel tyrant, 'I\;'here

Stat
is no doubt in my mind, but that Nero would have no compunctions in sta:rl;-

irs the conflagration.

But now he had to do something guickly to avert the suspioﬁ;%d.er
vhich he had come, due to the rumor among the people, and where ias he to
farn %o £ind somecne to shoulder ths blame! We can imagine him rackifg his
brain, when all of a sudden the thought occurred to him: Vhy not 'blaze_"'
some of the sects in this city, who do not worship the Roman gods? Vhy not
the Jews, vho were tolerated by the Romens? No, not the Jews and for ;"il:.a
following reason: They were powerfully represented at the Roman court. The
wife and mistrees of Nero, Poppaea, if ndt a Jewess, wes a Jewish :pr;; yte.




But the Christians, ond this is the £irst time that a difference seems’to
heve existed cocording to the Romane between Jews and Christiens, were a
yarty not in fevor with the Romen people cnd it would be an ecsy matter
to have the ire of the inhabitants roused against them. And in this vay
the first persecution of the Christiems originated, one of the worﬁ‘i‘l- tha.t
the Christion church had ever experiemced through all the ages, and "{J.'uich
vee the beginning of a number of persecutions which raged with verying
intensity for two and one-hn.l:r centuries. The rumor asa.:l.nst lero, wh:l.oh
trousht about this parleo-l\-gion is mentioned by Ta.c:l.-h:s with beeom:l.ng dis-
truet, for he hnted the Chrisiians; but Sgyon:hm greedily tra.nsnri'bédf: the
ruzor, and Dion Cessidis solemmly confirms it.

Taeitus..m-vma no eye-witness o: the fire and the rasultan-lfu pe:rse-
eution...ha.ﬁ gooaﬁ oprortunities for. obtalning accurate information, m’g.z he
is the pr:.ncipl&-’sourua of informetion of this catastrophe (Anneles XV,44).
In Ayer's "Source Book of Ancient Church Eistory", ps-f, the accomnt of
facitus concerning the persecution end also ite csuses is reproduced for

: "Helther by works of benevolence mor the gifts of the prince (Iiarp) g
nor means of appecsing the Gods did the shmefu.l susplcion cease, l—om'%imt

t was not believed that the fire had been ozused by his command. !ﬁ:;:rorg !
to overcome this rumor, Nero put in his own place as culprits, a.nﬁ.m :;';:ished.‘
with moet ingenious cruelty, men whom the common people- hated for thelr
shemeful orimes and called Christians. Christ, from whom the name was de-
rived, hed been put to death in the reign of Tlberius by the procurator
Pontiue -f:l.late. The deadly superstition, having been checked for a wh:l.le.
begen to brea.k out agein, not only throughout Ju.d.a.ee.. where this m:l.;&e:r
first arose, but also at Rome where from all sices all things scaud.aloua
meet and become fashlonable. Therefore, at the beginning, some were :o:l.ned.
vho made confessions; then, on their information, 2 vast multitude m.s oon—
victed, not so much 8f erson as of hatred for the human race. And they are ‘
not only »ut to death, but subjected to insults, in that they were af‘bhar 7
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after yo were illuminated, ye endured a great fight 9f: afflictiums." In
V.34 of this seme chapter we can clmost make a certaln statement that
Paul wrote this letter and here,too, he mokes a very clear referngoe to
his first imprisonment, irom vhich he was released in 63 A.D.: "For y‘e‘l had
compassion of me in my vonds, mnd took joyfully the spoiling of youmad.ﬂ ‘
Thie spolling of their goods could only have resulted from persecution
on the part of the heethens. In 15,5 another referngpe to bonds and im-
prisonment: "Remember them that are in bonds, as boudddwith:themy a.und"ﬁﬁe
vhich suffer adversity, a= being ycurselves also in the bod:".---ﬂnother
Yook of the Hew Testament which is especially valuable just for 'I:h:l.tm point °
is the firet Epistle of Peter, who is said to have suffered mertyrdom at
the hands of Nero at the same time that Paul waz beheaded. The date of
this book we can set at 6# or 65, and hence the following passages glve
us en Inkight into the conditions of the times. And since the book vas
eddresced to severcl congregations in Asia linor we can well assume that
| these congregations were recelviny these warnings and words of comfort
egoinet the perscoution of Hero. In 1,6 he speaks of the readers a';%'ﬁemg
for a season in heaviness "through menifold temptations™. V.7 Eete;ﬁéers
t0o a "tricl of faith". In chopter 2,20 the apostle writes: "For t:hn}h éfl.ory

is 1t,1f, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 1% pa.t:l.‘ntlrr
But if, when ye do well and suffer ftr it, ye take it pa.tientlv. this is
escoeptable with God." In 4,1 the apostle draws a comparison between the
suff:ring of Christ and thet which the Christians are llable to end.ur at
any time, due to the persecution on the part of the heathens:"Forasmuch
then a8 Christ hes suffered for us in the flesh (physical tortures o:i&—-bhe
oross), orm yourselves likewise with the same mind (be prepared to‘ﬁéer
the same way; even to being dragged to Rome to a martyr's death in tae
arenz)", A possible summons to Romeg is undoubtedly referred to in 3,17
where Peter tells the Christions to be subject unto govermors, as unto

them that are sent by him and in 5,17 he exorts them to honor gll men. (
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Spcaking to them in 4,12 the apostle tells them to "think it notternge

| oomoerning the fiery trial vhich is to try you, ac though some strange

fhing happened unto you". I do not believe thet Peter would here speak
of any common effliotion as every Christia: must dsily face,as being
despised or mook, as & "fiery trial". Suoch an expression would more Fit-
tingly be epplied to the devaetating fire of persecution breathed out

| over the Christion world by the monster at Rome.—==-- Thc Second Eyist!i of

Peul to Timothy ic 47 of speciel interest in.-this cage, since it wes

written from Rome by Paul after he had been arrested for the second time.
dunti

Thie book iz the lost product of his pen. We Xmow thet the Apostle d.'urlng

'ILA'

| his first imprisonment enjoyed quite a bit of liberty, eepecially between

the years 61 cnd 65. Although under surveillance of the authorities he

wE ellowed to receive visitors , to engage in his teachings and writ 'ﬂ’éa
2nd otherwise live unmolestved. But now the end is fast approaching, a.nhf he
kove thet hic mertyrdom is not' far off. The conditions in Rome are very
depreseing, for the persecution has scattered the people of the city to
different parts of the world, end the outlook is ogf bright et all. His
friends have left him and only Imke was still with him. In such a franme

of mind he writes to Timothy, and urges the young man to be cgurageoﬁli“i.n
epite of existing triels (1,6-12). In the third chspter he warié him

taat errore will increanse and asks him to remenmber the example of stead-
fast endurcnce in faith in spite of all tralls which Paul himself had
ghown, ~--- It hos often been sald, and it 1s 2 view held by mn:;:'ﬁ:&egﬂes;
that a1l these warnings to remain steifast in faith against perseation
only refer, as zbove-menﬂoned. 40 common every day Jibes which the
Christinns had tb suffer, but those who hold this v:l.gw alweys have the
question to answerf:If such is the oase, why do the holy wriiers use
such forceful expressions as we have here recorded? Truly, these remarks

oconld only have been caused by persecutions of the worst kind, such as
were instigated by Nero B¢ Rome and which embraced all the provinces.
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The arguments for both sides have been presented and now the-oa.sa
rests with the individunl reader to make the decision. The writer is cer-
tain that on the basis of the evidence presented the following summaryjof
the extent ox the persecution moy be urged as the most probable:

Vhen the fire hed occurred and Hero hed manoged to turn the blame
for the conflegration upon the Christians, there broke out in Rome a
ierridle persecution of the Christians both by the governmment and by the
public, The nows of this was carried out into the provinces and there
the Christiens were treated in like menner, although not on the same
Ecele cs in the imperial oity. Probably a few months later Hero umam an
edict ageinst the Christians and th_en there reslyted a detalled and
sgitematic repression of the Christians throughout the Roman empire.
Vhether Fero issued on ediot or mot, is a disputed guestion, but the $
fzot that the persecution extended into the provinces can hardly be i
denied on the basis of the evldence produced) but whether this paru?m_}-
tlon made its vay to the provinces merely on the stremgth of the h:ifoninss
in Rome or by o formel edict of the emperor Hero may never be fully

determined.,

W.Jd .Schnedler.




