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In ~e 7ea.r ,4 A .D. , Jv.11' 1 ,th to be e:xaot, wha Bome :tlour1alle4 
~, t ~ 

u tile lea41M oiv o:r the world am1. ,ru tha 'IDl4er the 1■overeip."Q" d tlie 
:l&,e-4 . 

!'bloo~ Jlerdh , thor♦rolce 011.t. 1D. that mevopol1• o:r ~ 'ao-oalle4 WQrl'4-
6 .. ~;_"' 

IQ11"e Bil !mm••• tire \'lh:toh raged f'or a;ppron1113te]¥ one week or a 'lew 
,1,,..1~ 

llf• morlf, aooo~ to the testimolll' . .,. variou .h1a'l;or1am1, an4 reu:u.cre4 
IAal . · 

·tlui.t ql.encl.14 o1:t7, to a ahe:11 of' 1ta :fo1"111er gloriou a.elf •. !he namqe 
IAl'ft.17/,.1 . ' - 4.:. 

·V0111ht11 ~ th'9 cionJ1WO,in5 ,oonflapat10JL is. nll 4e■or1be4 br ,CM.bbcm 1D Ilia 
~ ,. . . . 

•~ealille a.n4 Fa.11 of' ~e Roman Em;pir.e11
1 Clia.11t. XY, where h• Tll""it,aa: "!he 

-"'"""""""' IID!lumata ot ~ eoia.n. art :and of' Roman virtnie, the vo:phie.a ·o:r the PJm,io 
cu,J. !.(&. . 

ad Ga1110 wa.r .. , the most ho~ tem;ple■, an4 the most ■».len414 palao.ea~'z.e 
1.:· . .... ,,r,lc.,;i ~ 

ilrrolvecl .in o~, oommon deatruotion. ·o:r the f'ourtea re51cms O'J!,. Q.U&1"tera 
tu.;!_'L•'t>•~ • 

. _11,9'1'11& 

1nf;o r.hiohA was 41 Tided, four o~ au.bs1ate4 enttrell'. three were levele4 
- ~~;· ~ . 

•1th the piouna., mid the remaining ·■even, -'ldd.oh ha4 ~er1enqe4 the :roroe 
"°"'-ti.· . 

of the tlf est/. 41spla.j'ed a ~el~oho~ pr■,apeot of n1J1 an4 h,sole.t1on .• n ,, 

Or as t he f ir! is reoo:rclecl 1n Sp~oe-.rones 11!he ~11' Ch1".1at'1arus 1D Rome:•, 
(~p • , ··"" . -· 

(:pp.2,;• mdr•,26 ): 11.A. ter1--ible and ,mJ.oakecl :ror oalemtv re4u.oe4 :aome to" a 
.. ... . . . 

ate.ta of mourm.ns mid desola.tiqn. !he 19th Jul1",.l.D.6.4, the date ~f the· 
, • .,, • ...,, J: .... 

oomm.aoement O'J .tho desolating fire, ,ms long r•embe:red. It 11rob cra.t 1D. 

tlie shops ,,Mohr o·lusterlid round the p-ea~ oircru; a strpng summer ·'iml4. 

fanned the Jf,.;e~ T1h1oh so~ beouut ·,m,opntro1lable. !he 11&1"1"0l'J street.?'~ 
. J,A ,I',( • Cl 

tb.e old CJ.'IULl"ters and the aomewbat a1"111lbl1ll.s bU114illga f'e4 the :fire 'Whioh 

ragec1, f'or ":.1,~//: 1ne ctQa, des tro7blg ~ of' the anoiat h1•t~r1o 'buil.-
-1· • ,. • • 
-...~ .. .,. ~ .:i!, , ' ~~··-

OJ.Illa. :rhOUIRUl4.a of' the po·orer 1Zlbab1 tanta ere rsen4.ere4 homeless w. :pmm.:l-
.{c,,. • £ ,r, - - J 

leas • .A.t that er1o4 Rome waa 41ri4ec'l into fourteen re51cma a.re quarter■·; 
. #I ~ , . . 

ot theae t1\:ree w•r• entire~ oODIIUlllect; aeva more were ri1Ui4.ered ,min_b-."bi-
~'6& .s., . 

table b7 the. f'itlroe· ·:tire; .cmlt !O'll1" ·were le~ :re~ ~84 )I' the . 

~~~ . l eaalatiq oal.pm1 _ •"---We .oBZJ. well Q&B1n• what· relrillta this mighi;J: oa-
t-a. · •··• l.C 

taatrophe ha&i · , ·the~ ·poiniJ."oe o~ the o1 t,'. 1'!1 th 1181V' of' tu :peopl.e :per:t.-
-.,i~-~« ........ ab1ns 1n the ame f'lamea n.ioh 4eatrcg-e4 the 1owl.1' hOTe1 ~ Iha iaoor as 
''"' ,...,. well a■ the ·aplen.U4 mansions of' tho rid.; ti.th the llm';H.vm-• ma fear-



aza•d. miate o:r mbA; lm4. with the .atue oder o:t: 11:re, IIZl4 jlUlltom .til. an 

qMa.Y,al, wh1oh state o:r a:t~a.~ra a.1.wva enata. aa. ~ nat10b&l oa;u;!\ 
tabs :pllioe,. ail4 that 1s maat the. ~ d Rome amcnm;lieci to,. a:lmae 11 

nil the hub 'of the ,lheel re:preamiting the !Roman empire &114 all. the, o.ther . 
Jan■ of tho 001m.tZ7 tume4 m. tll: Rome ,J we ·a• well llia:g;l.;De• that those 1JL 

. 
cu1:lihDr1- were :fa.ae. to f'aoe ·wf;th a -P"flat a:ri•:t•, name:J.i' • t1',e acmti"ol.. d 

the 1,0:pulaoe. tor •r• had this :r~e atazi.tedt Vu 1t ~~ &Qa:l4-.tU. 

or na 1 t the 17orlc of. an. 111.aen418.17T !hat the S~n".Dllen.t. raarllse4 tlLe 

41~•· ne.e4: o:r ooolillg the 1'11"Ath o:r :the peo:p.1e(an4 ea:peo1al·l1' a a6:ria111. . 
pemement ott1a1al, namel.7, Kero, the. ~•roi-) we· ·relil"ise ::h-om ttie. 

. • . - • ~ _., • 

■tat•ent o:r Gibbon ·1n h1B 0 Biatqn .of. Ch:r:l:at~ti'n ,i, •. 221,: 0 -!,118 ~U-1al! 

garlena wer~ thrown open to the di.tressed IIJl1;1.tt:lni4.e, temporai7 lnd.~a 

were\.eoted for their naao~t1on, - a »1-.t:lhl sq:p:11,' o:r oorn llll!,
proTlaiona ,·:a;s ·d1str1butecl. at .a 7er, •de,rate· :PJ'ioe11 

• 3u.t all ther.i:ro . 
aTc.11ed n~thins agaiDSt the· rumor \Thioh oon&'tfllJ:li]3 pe:rsis:liitd, 1n ~J·u1 rig 

. . .. L · 
the em:pe .. ·or lioro h1msa1:t:· Y11:th having· at.ariad the· ctl.sast~ :l!tr,e. • .A1~•11m.-111 

same, historians d:lsoredit t!;l.1• ~;tire~ cm. t~ 'baiat, 'liJlat bll ~ 1~th ~ 

11111' li'ero v.ras absent from Home, )1lfferthe1eaa 1:t ,roul.4, liave. bea a nr, 

e&Q' matter :ror his hired agents to bave ataried the ocm:f'lagrattOD. whioh 

Z'liinad the o1 t1'. As· to. h1a reasons• ·:ror a:a;a.b. an aot, some •BF he. dahed to 

4111j;r01' the o·l4 o1t7i &114 b'lii'td 11_». a •new one .o:r moat iDagru•:r~o·mt. ■1>1-l.'C!Z' 

eD4 to bave the llGli18 of thi■ :o1 ti'' ohang•4 'ti.o" JerJ. 'Otli.,tr• • aalling ,-.ttm-
. . "!".&I. . 

t1PD. ·to the '.'l"IL1l1 tJ' »rualent 1D this em.peror·, ■IQ' s. t •• mereii: a :rooL1a 
• • • 

17Jdm of lit■-. and -that whl.i;e the oi:q 'bm'Jle4 Bero 'ila11eslw4 t!le :t:!1:ame■ ~om & 

'bip tOT1er ·a.n4 Sl,ZJB a.11, o«.e a1tout the 'bm:'111.rg o:r· 11"07 to· the aooomi,:11.'Li.mmt . 
on hi■ J.Jr•. But rlhether lfei'o oauae.cl the :rue· q;t ·np-i;, •pb11a oi,lild :dn 

aeicnu1e4 !i1.m• of the dee~, ( :Qmuellile, n~~ QatoJ:1' o~ ti;ul OhZ'f■tlalL 'Clmroh':, 

:p.47-) an4 ,¢th ~ 111.a:i.aliezu,1' &114 1ncireaa~ 1.:ilten■iQ, t!m.t Bero. -■ 

fora·ect to look tor a aaapa-goat, :for, on.a on. :whQm the ·blame acral..i eu:1:$ 'tie 

»l.a..aed., ao "lihat a :l!Qm;,cl 1 ng revo1u:J;lOD. ,ap.:bullt; the tm-cme , ·11b.1.icm ib1gllt 



_,_ 
11111:r have reaal. tad wou14 b.a. aftri-4. 

:Let ms f'or a momat :paua iler•.,•· IIZl4, tata a. cilo■ezi alillll•• of' Bero, 

DD. at thla time o·oog1e4 ,_e thl-~e a.t Rome. At the time of' th9 f'1N ,ha 

r:u iii tl1:a ·$en.th tem.- of' hia reip. •. Den hli filnt .a.■om\4ea. 'f;lu9 lm'Gite, he ............ 
... hel4 1n aheolt b:, qtr~ outside 1nfl'1Jtmoaa I mt· •~e these f:ldl:mm./ o• 
JWlllrea. the neT1 emperor 1n the atto-inm-nt ·o:r JDa 4ea1re■ he ~t:lr~ 

• Tic. • 
reaGftd these -hind.ra.naes, to. the pleaBJl1"■■ 'l'ildob he ~01'•4, so tbat 'q' ·tlle 

reu ,,. ·he was µi the he1sf), of' hir, :powe •• rulfjr or the ■.:14-a. ae'n .. -■ 
a TIZ7 vain. man., and pr14e4 _h1maa1t QOD. what ha ~t '111111 ab1llt) m 
m11i:a and poetry. lie baika4 a.t -no 11Je11J1■ to at'.li8,1IL his ._a.I) '!ha Aaaiihll of' 

.blil ■other, ·h1a f'i:tat -w1f'e, aa4; hi■ brotber were lill a.ttr1'bute4 to him, 

:ml hi■ roT1Q1sm a.n4 r1otou .. onauot nra open ■eorata to the Ro~~ 

aae, JU.11 ph,:s1aa.l a:ppearanoe lliiJ■t have lien rqv.1a1ve, :ror hokar teif: u■ 

1- his "I4f'e 1n the Romm World of' Bero ail4 S'ti.Pauili i,l-1•80: nJle (iiaZ-: ... j ·-.■ 

of f:r.1rl.¥. goo a. he1gil I., ll,is· lllcln. ,,_ 111·otf.cma0, i • ~- o401l1" q!a-■ant i 
• .G"'AO--

bll hair Tm.a inclined ta be 7ellaw; ]µa taoe TIILII' mare· ball4aoma 1ihaD attn.o-

t1Ye.f (I 1meg1ne 1t Tm.a ne1thar);h1s eJ'•·• nra p91al:L-bl118 an4 llhori

■1pte4i his neak wa.a f'at; 'ha ·wa.a :protu.b.eran.t b!lll.cnT- the ·wa.iat; 'hi■ lega 

,:ere ve17 a1·ende1•; his health fflUI' gc,o4.•~Jrom- tiaia &hart ·o.••odllt1mi 

anl :rrom ot~er f'aots limlde4 dotm ~o 1111 oonaaJ."lliN th1■ orul 'QW,Jlt ft'Lra 
-d,;,,Jt'-

11 no doubt 1n IQ" m1n4, bp.t that. Jlero woul.4 have :ilo aoa:p,mot1cma 1n -atart-

tq thll aon:tl:3Bl"a.t1on. 

-·""· But. Z10T1 he hs4. to ·a.o ■omai:bi ng_ CJ.ui~ to avari the SUQ1o1on "11D4.ezi 
. r 

whlah ,he bad ooma· i due to the- rumor amc,q. the pao:pla, • Tiharli traa he to 

tJam to f'1D4 someone to· ■houlAar. the 111.ue !. \'le oan i.milc:t.n.• 111m· :raa\-1~ II.la 

):rain, wen all: of' a a'd.den the ... 1.-. ...... 1;. oo·omTa4 to him: m.- not blame . . . ~"'066 .. ..., ~ 

1ae of the ••·01;■ 1n. thia ·o,:v, mo 4o no:t worllhip. the llomau pd.a! \flQ" 11.0t 

the Jns, .who ware· tole~ata4 'b7, the Boitiana?· Bo) 11.ot th~ .Tna azut :tor the 
.4~ 

.!olloiriiig reaaan: !liq were .:pow•~ rqra■ala4 at the BQmazi ocnu:1;. mu.. 
,rife :11114 mi•tre• of' Bero, Po:p:paea, if ntt: ia .Tma■ , na a Jfti.a,Ji i,r:■~.e •. 



-•-
lat tJle Cm-:lat1anli-, a.na. tlia :la the :rua'f; tiile tllat • -~•r--• ••-* lo 

bau lmlatacl. ·c;._aaoi"lting to the BOIIIIU1B bet.nm Ian, anal C~:L•tiililll, nr: a 
I • 

~Ja.:tv not :bl· :r'-vor m. th the ROIIIU peoi,le atl4 1 t · a01214 'It• &Ii. -.·__,. mail.er· 

to ha.ye the :I.re of' tlie ~b:ttantp r~•4 ....,,.,.:1; them. .bl4 .1D -~• :,,v

the f~at i,araeoutlon. ·of' the Chnst:llllUI ortg1zlatea.-, one o:r 1ihe wori~~t 
J:;£ . 

the Qhr:lat:lDZI. oh~ah ha& ffttZ' e:z;p-.Z,J.tmped '-o.ush all the. M••" aii4 1ilil.oh 

n.1 the lias:lnn1ns of' a. num~•~ at .perll'IJICi'a.1:lcma mdp Z'NeA ·with ~ 

1n:tena11;J' f'or tr,o and OZLa-ha.:l.! oenhr'-•·•• na :rumor ~t Bero, ~oh. 
O__ _ _. • ,G,,-

brcraght a'oout this par■•a~on :la. Mn.'t:tcmaa. b;r !aoi tu.a n. th baooJli1N U•-

t:rut, tor he he.tea. the Chr111t1ams.i but, ~am.,;. peeU.~ tranllm':lbf tb.t 

:ramor, 11114 Dior;L Caasiu aalmm.lz aor;Lf'::li,u :lt. 

!a.01 ~, ,.,.. ,ms ilo e;re-wl tne■a ·o.; the f'~re. ~ tl:itt re,liultazi.~-;.._ 
.: - 1,;,.,.. ' IA. 

out1on, .• ha4 good oppor"t;;m:ltitts f'or. o)-t:a;l_n1ns acictarai;, ~orma:t;j.on, a.Ill. ha 
~ . id 

ls the pri;n.c:lpl_e?'aouroe of' :lnf'o1"1D&t:lon of' ·tl11a. oataat:ro:pha {Innate·• ,ii' ,44 ~ 

In -.A.:r•r•• a "SQuroe ·:ao·ok of' .Ano:lent. Clmr.o~ Hi:■toZ7" , ·»:; .f, the. aooo,mt of· 

2ao1ru oon.o~~ the ~•rae.oution &1i4 al.so ~ta o-.a■ 1• ~ei,roa.uaaa. ~= 
111: "lla:lther b;r t1orka of' b_.,avo~1t110• ·nor tl{a girts oJ ~ p~~.cfa (:iaro> · 

. -,Jal 
nor mpas of' appee.■:lng the Goel.a 41d the •bame:tal IIUllpia:lon ·oaaaa , ■o that 

1 t '71!.B n.ot believed that the fire hac1. 'Deen a8'u■ad 'b7 h:111 anrmann - ~:tort 
i.KV"' 

t~. oveaome this Z'W!!loi", 1iero put m ldi Q1III. Jlaae as ~r·ita, ~ ~!lhed · . 
nth most ~enioua arue). tJ", men Tfhom ill• ,oommon. ·:peoi,le ll&t•a. f'or tlle:i.r 

1hame:t111 arimea, 1UJiG. aq.1J:e4 Chriat:lana. 'Cbr1aii, trom whom the name rr,.a 'de

rlve·t, had been put to· death ,111 the r•• of ~il),ri'lill 'b7 the· »~oava.""tor 

Pontius ~ila.t.e. ~ a.•aci.~ au;p.erat:l tion., ha.Ting 'b.een. oheaJm4 for a while, 

lilfpn t .o. break· out :again., ·not ~ thr.oug.tum:ti Ju4aea,,i nere 1ih:l;-:i~et . 
tlrat -.i-oae, 'tiu.t al.so at Rome 'l'lher.e :from a.1.1 a:lc.ea m ttilnsa ac,uff !J!l!J"IIII 

. • • .:a. ..... .._ .. ~ ,:;# •. I. •••-t; $14 beaome t.llh:lona,1•• !her~ore, -•~ ~ . bginn ifg, aom• -.~ ■•!Al•• 
111.- • • ..._,., an1 •l&U· .maa.a aon:re·aaion.a; tlum, OZL tb.e:lZ' J.Df'ormation, a "1'11■1i. IIIUlti••~• •• o 

'tlciteG., n.ot so, mu.ah ft ar■.on as· of' J1atr•a. !'or thil lmmaD raae. b4 ~ ue· 

not· ~ Jilllt to a.eatJi·, but JIU,b;i.eote4 to lnlllilta,, :Lil th&t theJ' werf°ffther 



-J- . 
m■■il q ~ tJ;Le !ildn• o~ "114 1beu~• ana: »ezi1abe4 lbJ" the _ane1 iJ'll..J,ing 
it '••, ··oz, e·1se pu:t;, ma. azio■••• to. be ••t on :r~, ad.,. '&8 ~ 4eoJ~ • 

.- -.Jl!,lltl,I 

'be nmea.i bellig uae4 .as· 11g!l.ta ibJ' ~t. iieo Jm4 tllZ'cm 0111m hi• ~---

to~ 1;hat, qeata.ale, and gave a o1Z'csuil »19~, 1111ngl:klg '11''1ili tJut :peq1e 
, . I 

lr111e4 :tn a ahar1oteezis. aoatm:le cm, ·1r1Y11Js 1Ji • oll&Z'iot •. • .1.114 tha '-'9:t-

tu So•• OZJ tq (l.esaribe; th.• zieault ·o:r these :peziaeaa:li:l.oms anci. tormea-: 

•Fr.am this ·a.ro·sa,. howe:v-e:r,, tc,1'iilZ'd mm •ho, :wezie, 1114ee4, OP1:m1nala &114 11.e

lll:Ying ext:r.ema :paual ties, &J'lilP•i"thz on 'the S1"01Jil4 'Ulat tlie1,' Rri 4.eatr-:/e0. 

D"ot. :~or :publ·ia good, but to •a.t1sf7 tlle1 a:ra.el'l;v of' ~ 1J141'd:4-1, (· •»•'1). 

:ln41it118 in. this aa·aoun.t alear~ 41:a:p.uv,a towu-4 the- CbZ'1at1an'9 ~ :ln.~u

t1ae ~ci 0011:t;empt \'lh1ah 'he. lov.a4 to hea:p qcm them. ---Fu.rthnmozie I ire ODZ11 

a11U111 ~t from this &temen.t 11114 similar• mLea of anai'en.t hiatozii:&1111·, 

the modem ~,11ef that the, peraecmt1on ex:t;QG.e4, ·cmJ.i" to the o.a.tilld.ria· o~ 

Rome a.n4 not i 1ta the provj,naea la obtain.ad. 

!he.t this attempt at. e•rm1nat1.ng the CIIZ'1.at1azu1 ·waa limited to 
D- &- 7,w_,;/-
MUlll8 • at. the most, tho :pziortJies· of' lta.i,:, 1a the Tin &lao lml4 bJ' moat 

modern. historians. ~hQ' base, :l;heir a.rga.&11.ta ma1nJ1' cm tbia, tbat, .1.t. :re

sulted froa the -fire· 1D 1;he a:l:i;_J, ~ ·'tl:la-- ~9:r.-a ~a.e ~ ~;baa. 
mull not· hav.e to su:tter for it. ·to. ·aq:pon ·a :pezis.ecru.-tJcm ~ in. ~ a1'fiJ' 

we haye the s:tatelilent of G:UabmL (Biato:1.7 of Christ:l&miti",»•221 .): a !he · 
. .,...m;,, 

effea:t e.a ,,e_.11 as ·the aa.uae of· Bero'• -»•ziseout1cm. nre c,OD:r1mt4 to the na.111 
~ ~a-

.(), RC)ma0 • .ima., .he aontin.uea, 811¥1.i'lg ~t "lilie re~oua n.- '.Of' the Ga.l-11--

ani never were· ma.4e n.b~eat. to iluJ.ui-:rt or ilio ;pmJ:1,a.Jment •. q.e;r make• 'bhia· 

1te.t·emezi.t.: 11It-mi.a not. -hcriteye:r, a per■ecnJ,t1cm ~eate4 ---1; Cbziia-&iam.w 
. . ~ 

aa a un.1awiul. .zielig:lon. It. -■ probab)6 .acmr1n.e_a: ·tlJ 1lome ad. .at moat th'e 

1mmed'ie:tie T1a:li11 t7 ,, a.114 th•r• · ~- no en.cien.oe: that ·1 t n.a a pm9r~_;.;_e~ 

tion°. Jr1Bher-, b his nBeg~n"J1·~•-" o:t C.brlat1:..-iil:tJ'" ,:p.,:;o-, .i■ Dc»t a lift 
~ 

.a•rt~ as to the ext-.t of'· the, :per••cm.t1on, :ro1- he liaa the lto14 cnr1Jlg to· 
. - iii.;;.: 

a.,--;. "How ·far the aJ".IH.l'Q of BerQ 1-4. to the p~eau.1;:lcm■ o:r 'lme. Cllristlan• 

111 the »,rOT:lnaea, ia 'II! aontmv.U'te4. iDOln.t •·" !hat ■eema to bet; T:L1"fr 11.eK 

.. 



, -b-

•••• 'v JlciG1ften 1D. ~• "C-.:rol;l. 111. 'ldu,· ll.JaatoU:o •n ,I. 5)0; •·fhae. iJr-... Re-,. 
ta BQ:poae •'ti ~. ,muaaor.a a:18114e4 beJ'Oll,4 1ihe 'a.oM1Dee o~· 8.Jm•• :;:.-,-t.ba, 
ar law was p.,.s,4 or •41at 1asu4 aldllg :the i,r:af'ea■imi of' Gli:r1ati¢v. 

" az1.mi, or plaams tl• QJl:i"iat:i.an iloo!l~tt -4•1" ~ ..,. o:! •• ..,.-.J;f Ba.t 

lt ""'a to be e:z:pe_ated t!Ul.t the tnll1Hfrozi 1■ - a _,t l • ~ lie m.4'917· lmo.:;"azlA 
that pron.na~g.i 6RT•r:a.ora ahoul4 ~••.1 at 1:lbffV 1D the: ·mr-,1a• ~:r t)ui:lz' 

m;raa_~ pol:i.o• ~ur1a41at1qn to :rouow ~Jd• VPYQ1;e :m ::trreat1!Jg- the 

CliL'1at1Jms a.a- outlar,s ~ o.~, mf:nPsl Ii ~f! --~ omi 1Jicil,1ml.tlon ·or tb. 

batr"a. of 'tihe popu1aoe ,ussea1;eci. :n.ah a o.DP•••" Z.on K.0~1•14 ocmilelia 

~h• poa,;1.b:lllty of' 1aolate4 aaaea of'· :peZ!aeaut:l:on ••P••:l~ - .111,.a .K1nqr,. 

but JJ.Q~ tbroqhout all the prov11Laea. We: :tln4 his. stat•aa.t ;m nn.-e 3ar}t . . "" 
- ... ,.,, 

P11"1e·outio11s of' the· Cbr1at1w0 c· Colt111b:la U:. iSta41ea 1D llia:lioJ:7i, Eo.aii.*-ail, 

i.D4 Ie.w, Vol._S:5,Part. II, p.,jl: De 11•r-•a11t_j,pn n.p b)' IIQ -.au· ,miyeaa.l, 

tliaugh there mq 1-,ve been. 1110~•4: .a•-•11 ~~•a; ·v ~ ;po!IJ~• •11:-i»rt---_1,a 

oa:~114• of' llama, f'ollowin6 tlie preaectan.t ae.t at Rome. 8a:oh ouea 'IJ!}g' ~n . 
oaa'lµ:'rtJil 1IL .laia Janor Tlhere tlle Cbr1-tiatu1 :nr• moat n.ume;rcra,f 11114 moat· 

41111ke4~. ,In li'oa.kaa-Jaokaon. 11~ Kiatc,17 :of' be CDF1attan D!mroh to .&..D. 

461 11 
, . p.SO: "~h, lteronlim -]?ei'aecsu:liion,• cl'11Z'1118 ii.i:£1.oh p:rob•lilr 'b'Qtlai st.Peter 

,,p.,,IZA.-
8114 at •. :Paul a~:t•_recl, ma.rtyra.m, ~••• " 19oci :1.11,.t:ra,;_ipn. ~!Ir ~ s,n.~-_ ,.,,_ 
,al J.011~- of the govel;ll;Dl'oz;Lt; t~ tha Cll,µ,oh .• n ·wi 'till the~• ;worda tke au,_har 

.11.e.ma. to: 49!11' t~. exla:tm.ae of'. ·IIZll' ea.1..ot or 4eore; 'd.ioh oa:1194 :ror ·a 
.. -44 

·1aera1 Qriaillg acmat the. Chrla:li:19-B ·m. the provin.eea alilo. i'feizaa~cilcmi 

·1n Ii.ls ·~the .A.:poa:tol:lo ;Ace" (:Vol •. Il,14"1. t. .Qealai ·:roza a _pe~eaa.ti.on ·-u.,~ 
~ 

m.■.~•4 ·111 Rome: "It :I.Ii. aelf'-ev14at 'I.bat tld.a ;oeJam1t, ~•ot.eA :~ ~ 
.. . . ~-
Cbl'iat:lina :lD Rome. .la 1 t 414 aot impatjl ~m ail ifGe.a.omeiit o:r 1Jw~ -re-

.,,.,.,t,{f__ .. 
lta1011~ ,o neither ia,a 1;li.ire a~0•'9,.l!il -- it. s;q '\1Zlll-y.e1-9~1il. cleoree,_.t· 

:lihelr re·11s1on.. 11 _.Apl ~J,.110 h :>rton 1D lla. •rfhe. R1a.e· ~.,.f :c111-1at1am.1;711 , t:l{d.J ~ 
. . ' ~ =~ 1;t·---wh1le !~ do~a1n.ot ••• to baTe mct.eh4e4 ta, the -11rov:ln.aea, ft a.4-nm ~•1111. 
the. Ch:r:t■i;ia.rus 'bJlr.;M• out. the .-.iz11 Q.11 Qlm.9:ii::lloua to u, gcrrenmiri:li" • 



_,,_ 
~ :flOTl .o:r though._, .Dhd zeoo:o4 the~jo11~ olldges."whloh n :d~t. 

-a.. 
IPln•t. the C!iz!1-at:l.au a.t the time ,of the perae.outlon (p.aa,,221.),: 1. Ille, 
. . . -ti.,. 
.ahuge o:r at!l:d:1:sill' or -.ao:r:tlege, be-.ue thq U..ct not -worllhip 1n the heathen 

temi,lea the ·heathen gods., ~. Se4;tt:ton or treuo,i, l>eoaue thQ :tau81!,t the 

a.ins· Of' the lt:l.ngdom of God. ] •. D:l.sbr'b.•o••· o:r eoonomo o.cmMtlmui, :r= 

thq lea4 people to· ,f:I. )nowle4&a. .of the tft8 Qo4 8114 tn:• the •~.• ot';b.. 
d .U-.."\l&B au£fare4. 4 .D1sturmaoes of' the peajie., :r.or the Chr1stian~"iere 

11:daucs :prosel.yters 1n that h•the_n 110::rJA., Ul4 thereb7 :ram:1.1.1e·e -~~ften 

b1'0bn 'IQ. 5.L1oent1owmeaai· their mim an4 WOIIUIJI "8::re •·•• to,re~u.:l.te 

often at night. fhe1r love f9uta li:lao broght cm thJ.a ~e~. 6·.In:rant:l

a14e and oanniba.l;l.am. An °eav.eiictrc,p:per might hear the TtO"l'til ·0 ,,-t ~'J:.;rmn 

at14 • h-ink this blood" , \Tould .sea c-.llb'~ talam ~o the aer-t:l.oe• 1n i~ -oa

taaomb■ ,, .e.nd 111.. this T~ the ramor wou.14 be apraa4 that tJl:l.s .. mw aeot 
. . R~ 

killed 1i eir be.baa, ruld a.ta the flesh o:r t.118 oh114ren &D4 ch-arii: their blood. . ~ . 

1 .!Ja.gio and. W1 tohara.:f't, for 1;heJ' ~ ~ p~er to out .out· 4eiDQD■ , i.114 'fihe 

Ii
. ., li . , ,,._ 
eau 'IP reg,irQ,eG, their~ "t)l• s_ip .of'~, .ar.osa • -~nil sip. ID 

' lhoM-,. they v1er.e ·aoauaa4 .of. :ever.,th1Dg possible, an4 to 11uot e !ertullian; 

•rt. tl;l.e :aJ~- etanda at111 .( ctoea 11ot :ra11 down 1D mm J •, 1:r the .eazth-1110TB■, 
. ~ 

1:t thar.• ·:1.s. ~a.mine ·or pJ.a.gw,, the uou.t ~• :t.mmea.:t.a.t•:1.;J:· ,:r:a.1.■illl nt_o i;ht· llmus· 

~th the Chr1iSt·1ana '". 
tr"" 

In :support. o::t' the .&1"SWJl.t; •t· Bero 1 ■ per■e_oution ;c14i '"ILOt 'ezfia4 'ilio 

the :prov:I.Zia•i· we. .a.~r-eaent --til;I., ■tatemeni;■ o:r 'h:l.■torlan■ -not ·•~ reoa.t. 

'2Jms Du:tt •az•· 1D h18 Rfhe EQ!lq Ch:arohn ,p.82: ·nnere :la .no. ~•-•on to 
.-..a-=-

1Jeli&Y8 that thla t:l.erae p•r.aeaution, :whloh ••- to have la■te4 ·nth ■mu 

literra;otion■ to the ,:ear .&8 .l .• D. , ·ex:teiu1.ell :ta.:r liqod .Rome ail4 i-t■ a-. . . u. ... :..c. 
T'i'onir. li:l.lman aJ.110 ·au;gpori■ 1G:l.bliorill-T1"'11 :ln llilman 1 8 "~&llior,: -o:r Ohri■-

1;lam:'li7'1 • &l!I -ho th• eztm1.~ of· the1 Beorl:l.an per■eouttcm. IiD mBld ng. ·th1• 

,■taem1111-t .he 1a :tJJ, awrsr .. en.t ,1'11 th J!ollheim_, that ~ one,._'1'811.14 a.rggpumt· 
• 

JI■ a4nnae4 on e.1 ther a14e ., ti Cli1":tatllaniil, nuae~. aaoe the1' nr.e 'tielng 

Jer■,ou.te4, OJJ ·•ooount of their, alleged bun:l.g' of -:l;he ·aJ.v 1 .imll ·not- itor 



illlh :r.ellgi~, oOiil.4 not Im.Te lien ilde. ·tQ •iaff.er ir 111., Una. otu14e I. 
o:t !lame .&'i .. :rar a.t11Q: :ln tJ:Jie »ron.ti'es ~ ~•t> 1 lh,u.l, who ••-• to •n~T-. 

tillal. a large :»"1"t •o:r the Roman. u;,.izie ~:uat 4U1"1ng th!• pai"o4, •"does. not 

11• to ha.Te be~ ~Ci.leat.,4, nta14il· o:f' o1'41Da.r;f; c1allgera t12at &'Q'· tranl.er 

alpt m11e:b. with in those l\llf~ .• 1111ti.1 he. ret:an,.ed "t;o Rome .• --e~4o not 

torpt, are. the ·,mrc1a o:r llilmml.. other■ who 14Fee n~ GlbbmL cm -Wa 

Jl>illt are .B~D.Dde:r, •• Gones (1Chr1sta.Ter:rolcanB.' 1zL Kraus;, lleal-~PA

l-11 4er Chriat1iah8JJ, .A.lt•rth'wller, yoi,I,1'88i, -1 : 2.2i. ), lJh.lhom, i.DB. ~im

c-.. Ull4 .de.a Christentum, Be~l~ 1181 1 11~1 ~]. ff,) 

In. oppos1 t1cm to tJie o.J.alma: o:r· tile ~or,-mmLt1cme4 Jilatorlaaa i w 

aJmJ.:l ILOW 11reaent the at temata o~ tho"•·• ~ ~t.a1D • ._ the' ·1.•r••·cra.
i:I.OJ1 S.t1se,tad b1' Bero \'laB one· whloh extlll14e4 .llOt thr.oughout the· ~1 ti' d 

Bae I but ·a1ao to the proY1Jloea· o:r the RmPll1l OJQire. :ribat ar.e. the itaata 

that we am adduoa -~ praTillg' i;he. laj;t_er olaliDT hmuig to il;he anoint 

blatoria.na we have the teat:lmOZQ" o:r tha'C wr:J,ter whO be:rore 1gan ·• - ii. 

TlT14 4eaor1pt1cm o:r ·the~ peraeautlmL, ~l'lnlll. ·l'r'am ~• worb :we ob.1a1n-. 
:i, ••• that he was quite familiar n'bh· thtt. aprea4 'O~ dm-1at1am.'Q' :rrca 

l114ua t~. a.11 part.a of the world:• JU;a. r~ ap,inat the Cm1.,,& illn 

tb:.t he W -n:ot so ~h OPi>Q•eJ ·ta 'IDV' alleat•'O- 11\0edla.rllllil ~ ~~•-&. to 

the rellg_1on. which the7 taught oont~o B.011111Z1; belie:r ana outom. ~ai.-o 

gea'tll o.f ~ •~as multitu4o 1 'iib&'li au:t:rere4 UD4er Bero .• 'Jin thia 1'9Ul1i 

ml.ti••• aertamq ooul.4 :not ha.ff baa .~_uat :liho•• Chr1at':lim.a ~Ting m. 
loJl•i 1,t, 11111St have 8m'braoe4 those wbo dwelt, 1n the 1ro"r.11L.oea. ~, the 

1z1aa.t1011a. 111&1' :lll ·the ma1D :baTe ,oa·nrre4: ·111 Bome, nt there "ff&II no1;b1ng 
-di 

lddir1Df the -t;raupo~"-t10ZL o:r 1iJle Omdlati:&ml ~• rth• rffOTriD.oea to ·t1u1 
tlr 

I aa:,l tal o:l:;1;7, tliai"e to :a,·, :rea ,o l1mLB. mum !aoitua. tell.la u that u
1
,: 

:nnlt, o:r th•' t:i.e:roe· o:ppreaa_lmL o:r the CJ1r:lati&11.11 _...a1;JQ' :ror ti.em • :far: 

their aav..ae was eoue4 .; t!um the a.mo,m,:t; o~ bellenr• al.am •mut mv:. 
111111 ,-.17· J.N-s• 1zulee4, azi4 Diaat lian acm.-._:til11ec1! o:r more »•o»1• tl:laii. ·,ren . 
tenetea. out m 1',ome ~ •o•R •~o•· ta 1'h',:ob •• ~• go -J;o aunort 'Ilia 



_,_ 
«■-flft 1-. ,BllAl:t.ozd.u.a (Bero 1b), 1'lho ata'be■ that tb cnJn■t,.,_ Jiil4 a Alt••t-

tla. 'lihi.Oh 'a.ff•ote4 the entire JmmmL ·ziaoe. !hi■ 1D41oat'e■ *-' DA Cllrl■-

te,. ware kn~ ·11~ t,. T!lill t~~11it the -»:I.ft, C'ctr tp Bueio_ta1;1111 the 

atlre J)nm~n ra.oe "lm4oubte~ •NLt 1D the: lla1D the great· llODrazl. iliatlGD. • 

. !ha 11a have the remark of Oros1u, ,moae wor4a":bava CJ."111 te often bea 

11■.arelli.te4 but. Tlhioh to rq m1D4 a-• ao alee iiil4 pileraJ:, that ~~ut 

n nr,: bright lif:ht ~ th• CJ.'Jll,tJ.oml. Oro111wi (B:l.lit.Vll,:'I)( anA Jil~n 

11 Al.aQ talcen. • K.Gmsot·.1 apeaka CJ.~ ta ol~a-~ .fol! a •peraeou:t:i.on 'll!no:111 

enat-.4 to the p:rov1no·••·, 1D the nl'da: 11Romu, .Chriat~&IJO'• ■-P.1:to11a 1et 

■orte ~eoi t aa. per onmea· p:rcw1na1aa .par1 paraeou.t:t-.e eZOZ'U1a-l 11Qer

aT1 t th,'"!lero-y1_s1ted tJi.e, Qtir1at1-.ns •t IU,me with ·toraumta &114 a.ea'lih •azi4 

l ~Ta ora.•ra that tb.81' ahou.14 a:a:r:r.- ·11Jce torture■ ·tJl.r~t all 1ihe 

JrDTinaea )11 
• n.,aa wo1'C18 lj.1-e so anqillg that imere OmL J:lardlJ' extat. ·azw 

a11.tharit7. -rlhioh aou14 T(e~n. the· ·new of O:raa1u.-"'!-.Anotlup:r ·•1te:r :~o:t=e . 
11114 oil.a whose r.epart 1s not: ta be 4'eapi■acl ia :c1~t of Ro•. Be r.ll:te:ra· 

to the p1rae.aut1= of Jer.o, .for he ·waa cme of the earlipat OmiatfllZI. 

n1 te:ra, B,J1d ~•c, -haa ~ 4:lat1Dat1a of 'ti'e:blg the f::lra.t ·one to refer to 

the IIB1"V1"~am of Paul 11114 Peter. ·nie :1'01"111er he 4~•o:ri)ea .,. II! pe._he ~ tn 
~ -:r,bJ 

'the East .mi4 1n. the Vl•at, 8Zl4, Dat in. hla travels Pa111. r•~ the :C~•t -...... 
b.cnmda o:t the \lest. :i:n Chap.tar VI of his flrat ep1at1e· ·to. the Co:rlntb:l.11m1 

•• ha.va a r•ferenae .aametb1ng 11k, that of· !aaitaa :lii -r,Bi,1"4 ~o t'h6 gr.eat 

D'IUll'tier of the mart7ra: n,A _,.J; ,J;,1,,_, (TU'li, llllllt1td.i.) of the e:t•ai;!I lillf

:rere4. ft.a 14ea az;i,raaae4 b1' !e:r:tm11:lan 1a alao T10z1;!Q· of 21ot1:Dg1 ,tor 1:i:ui 

re'!ers ·to aartain lan mui.ot•4 bf' •.-ro.~ Jr~ 1.t 1a, plain i;o enncme •1; 
if th, ape~o:i.' 1an.e4 &ll e41:ot _ep,1n,~ the '~11t1&111-1 pallW .:t:or the:iz, . J 
J81"■eou.:t1mi., au• 11U1 ·•4:i.o-J; .. :1~111184 IIZl4. n.&> t ·o ~ eneot .. , ::!t ~ 
tid.11 seat, not ~ aa.p;1na-t; *•• :lbaai•4 1D ·'118 o4tu c,:t the 9111,111"•, llillA 

tlle :r.eailltmLt peraecm.t1.on 1'01114 :bave b•~• tiiTeraA, :n.ot load. 

AmODS later- ldatoria.lUI who lemL t01la1-il a 'tielle:t 1D a VZJ.i:vertllt:;flZ:,!,e 
& . - . • 

••ntiOD-... 1111Q' :PJd• ~i•t 111 -hltl ncm1.at1-1v m. lliat4>17" I ' !D'■B,: 

... 
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1bl11 oa:l:bvat ( ~ llez,a !a moat ezt;n.'ft)pll1t a'Q'le), tb.e· ,11olic,f! ~ '.ldd.--.. 
Tl.a. 

·JO■■ibq ao:p1e4 •1&nhere, Jor iutuoe 1D- tlUI ;pl"OTmae Dl! Aiiali--•. U ~ ._. 
I . ~ .... 

oa.tbm■t -· 111 Bero, s moat ext:m..._., .avae, 11114 we han ff9" nucm to ,. 
belitrn tmt 1 t ,m.■, we a,m aell .. ,._,. *.t it exl;a4.W4 1illl"QUp.cra.i: the 

iaa&lll :po■■eaaicma. Tlb.t Rome ~ci, the re■t of tlUI 9111:p:1.l"e ua.! tbia T1~ la 

11110 :fia;lam bJ' Ropes, 11.A.:poat.olia .Age" ,;p .202: ".lit beaame the ••abllahec! 

Jlinai»l• ot the. Ro~ BOm1tJ1atn1::tmL-, u thp· ;polla.• ahoa.e to aot,. m

belhi:p 1n the Chn.atian ■eat 11U a. aa.»1 tlil .o:tt•••. n We also tuote, 

S,aae 1n his n ~• Ea.rq. Ch1"1st1&1111 in Jlomen 1:p .JO: n:iut 1n Home -4 m . 
the :prortnae■ the Ch1"1at1an aeat ·:ri-am this time fo1"1'1&Z'Cl. •• ga~ral.JJ' 

:r1.;a.zt.ec1 a■ hostile to the ·Em_pue.11 Jn4 the ato.1.·e-11&~1iiuJU1cl. Caza:t1el:4., 
. - . 

who dopi;s the vi.ems of those who hold a loaal ;peaecra.t1cm, 1■ rilling to 

_,t that ·nthera mq- h&.ve 'betm. 1aola:l:e4, au•■- tr1•4 'bt the ;polio• ou1:f1c1.e 
re;:.tt.".'!::f. 

of llome, following ·the :preaea.-.ta aet a'ti Jlome. Sv.ah oaaea 1i1Q' have ooCl'Ur.N4. 

1 
1ll Asia Hinor where th:e Ch1"1st111i1a were moat ·zmmel"OU 11114 moat 41allb4'!. 

FiDDJ.l,1', there 1e a view to b• ~cma14ere4 -pite thornugbJi:, t!Ja-t 1■ 
held bJ' Callewaart. H111 18 a two-fol4 nn(::f!or •b.e 41at1Dga.111hea ~•1111■ 
ot peraeouticm: 1 • .A. :perileou"t1mi for 1Dolm41ilz':Lilm,. ocm:t1De4, io llome, 11114 

oD.17 of short· duration. 2. .A. ;peril.eouticm: ~oh took :plaae 'llh.ori~ after . 
the first a.n4 whiah_ '17&8 a BJ'&temat1,· rei,reaalicm of Ch1"1at:laniv. !he . 
T:Z'iter 18 rather 1Dol1Ded to aooe:pt this GiPlaDaticm ~ t1Le ;perileaut1cm, 

tor we oan reSCUl,1' ,ma.erutailA •tu ao·cm aa lleo 1ane4 the atatemat, 

rather fomai•or 1Ji:rormal~, thl!f: the Chl"i■t.1-.zus were reqomdb1e f• the 

pt.■&t tire, the f'ierotm.eas of the :lllhab1 ta.ta of ROI\■ .snn JLQ bcim:1411 &DB. 

'tJiat not onq the o~1:o1~• of ihe em;pil"e bt a1ao all ta- aal3:■t~ th.Ii 

JU'■eout1cm. And that this slaugb'ter • ~" acm:t~~ to ·Rama :tor· the t:llle 

11·e1z1a, "b.Ut oll1' for -,iah a time ~tll that a11;J" aoul.4 ofter JlO .IL01"■ ~imll 
c~~ 

ta •t1~ ·tu ge;pral lut fDl" bloo4, b3.oK, IIZl4 more ~2oOC1.. I:t Ci.l.l.en.eZ'"b 

Ila■ that lagth of t:lme 1D mid. ad he IIIQ'II the :tiz'at ;phase o:t ;p.er~t:t.o:a 

'ftll of n llhori 4.ura:f;icm.8 , ~- he 1a oo:rreot. In the 11ie1111.":\1Jle , hcnrei'e, 



_,.,_ 
tlae ~ ... d tlLe org at Kou re&obe4 oa.ii into tu '1"cmla0•• 8114. thff.,,.tm 

IOlllil ott1a1&1a -■a'!f tit to 4g11aate, ·• »edo!'IIIIZlae■ ,at Rmq, nt a:l':m 

a Te17 ••• Baa.le ,mt11 an .eUo:ti aae :frma Bero, Ul4 t!um then taalc 

Jiaoe the ae·,o~ •liha.s.!I of\ tll,e »er11eautt.cm -mat11-c1 ·'bJ' O~n.. Bero, . 
ftJil(2·ng out ot T1at1ms f'~r the licma'.; 18""8■ a .devee _,=,; !.Ohriatiam17 :Ila . 
11 DZ'1me :i,;miishab1e w1 th death,. and orders all »:nacmer■ to lie aat" t~ 

lame for maut1on. Irrom thi's tliere renl:lia that tm-011ghou:t; the· l'II.Jirt 
the ·cm-1at1an·a a.re· f'~rretecl an4 •t•cl pu.J v lb ·•DJlllLil aolc1.1eZ7 IUicl.-.,--•t 

ta· th.it n·Bal.1" C1'Q'~ to be :aa~1f:1aeci v;pon the a1tu ot u&a ,l.u:1■. al'to 

•:nnna the se.nc1.s ot the arena W1 th 1h'•~ llte •• ·bl!qod.1 ~or the amu.e
aat o:f' the mar.4.erova, m11aHng~ mul.t1tu4e .• 

Le'b ua now tmn to Bo~ Sori,Ptarea alld. amu11411r 1;he teat1m9JV! \ff 

P:?.'11 the Apostle, who Tl&B veria,at1ve at the time o~ ::&•ro IIZl4 'llho :P2;ualiJ:,

auttere4 ms.rtJTdom 11114er this anel em:,eror at :\lame 1n the 7ea.r 57, .&..J>. 

Dera uoimcled the t~on.e 1n )4 ;· on.ii te&&" ,_.t_er Pau1 wrotJt 1D hta· :r1rri 

-Bp11tle to the. Corinth:t.•••C:bapt.? 1'26: ·nx IIUJI0'"9 ~retor, tl:lat !lihla J:a 

pad for the present 4iatreaa---"• We 4o· not. Jmcnr ·\"lh&t id.uaed.P&Ul. to 

11•alc these wora.a i· if thq. were pr.ophetto ·thQ" aeri&2 nl 7 -1n1re· :raJ.f-1lled.. 

0zi·, 11e:rhap•, ha bad ELD. ·1ntu.1t1cm that tliili .ns,; eilJ.•r.= iliul. _gOuag to bil 

ane of the :r1rat ~ one o:r -■ worilt to•• the Gbr1at:ian. w.orl4 ·h&ls enr 

bal to oontend w1 ~. ~ , toll:-~ pa:aaagea .a.re the main cmea to ibe 
. 

DDDll14er.ed. fn. this ocmne~t1on.; Heu.- '1'0, 23 1 where we red: nr.t. "llll hol.4 
. 

tut the prote~a1on of our ta.1th w1 thout ,m,vering". llow, llhereu the 

• l118■t:t.on. aa to who 1a the·•Zther of tlda boolc iii a aoi.l.trovertea. 1to~t 
.;JI 

(although it 11 •gme!t'ICl;!G assumed. that •P&u1 wrote thi■ 1ettezi), 1;1ita will 

nat deter 1111 from malc,-ng the· ata.tma'b that the writ•~ o-. tb41a ,:oll.1D11w 

whi~h .molit 11ktt,J.7- a.pjea.re4 1i& the 79a.r 63 rete:ra to the pei-••cm1i1cm IIZl4 
&IPiZ■.d

tliat •iu• zie-.era 011 the .letter llhoul:d. atead:r:aat~ :rne;I n i.n. f:a.1 tb ,agaiml:li 

ila.l oppoa:lt1~. Id.lcn1•• 1n. . T-.3·~ aa an. 1noen.1i1 n 'lill.e :rormer V,·vJQhe 

,1~ be :reoal.1e4:_: "ht «.all. to rem•branoe the tormer clQ■, 1zi :nhi'oh, 
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.an,r n were :1:11~1nait..eG., re -.w- a •••t n&ht Id~· li:ttllotiuJ&l.n Il1 
T .J'4 o_t this lame Ohapt-"er 11e oan. al.moat ma.b a oeria.1.n. ,tat.._t tbat 

Paul 'lirota thi.■ 1eiter and ure,.too, he 1111.ba • -na o1ea .r.ef'_,.• lo 

bi~ first 1mpr1soma·at·, :1:rom "1d,ob he -waa re1ease4 :ln. ,_, :.&..n·.: nl'or ~-a· 
GOIIJU■icm o:t ma :ln. DJ7 oon4a, an4 toolc ~~~ the qoiling .of ~~'I 

!bl■ qo111q of tha:l:r sooc1.-. 'Ooulcl cm~ -have re.8111teCI! .ft-OJD ~eziaeaa.t1m 

an tlul pa.rt o:t the hea.thez(IJ. In. , ., ,:; anotller ref~• to 1,·cm4a i.li4 1m

Jri■OZ111ont.: "Remember them tnat a.re ·1~. ,.-a, as bcn1:84-T-ttfl, .. ~ ~m· 

T:Jii.oh au:tf'a:r.- aa.vera1i71 1111 be1ng· 701irs.elna also :m the bo~n ■ ----.Another 

'bc,Dk of· the law .testament whioh 1a eapeatal 17 Till.uab.le ~ut :t.or th1.r;,iZl.1i · 
ii the first ~1st1e o:t Pet.u-i no 1a .aa1c1. to .have aa;r:terea: ~om a:t· 

the h:mds of !ie.ro at the ·same time that Paul. 'IIIIS blduiacl-4,. De a.ate rd 

this book \'la a~ set· at 6f or· 65 ,. flllG. hmiae t)lo· :ro11~ p;asace• pn . 
u .. 1.nit,rht into the amuli t1cma of 1;he times. J:.n4 a1n.oe. tlie ibooJc \'1&11 

Dl41'1asea. to several aoDg1"ept1on.a in. .. Asia. U:lnor we oan nll uiamae tba.t 

these aonp-ega.ticma ,,ere reoe1~ th••• 'ila.1."D1.nB• and \':.DZ'CUI pf c,om:tbri , 
aplnat iill:e perseautf.an: of ~•ro. ~ 1 1 6 he ,1eaJcs •or the ;reaclU'a • • •

N/.e,~ 
tor • sea.son. 1n he·a.v1n.eaa II th:r~ mim.1fo1c1. t8Jlllltat1cman • V. 7 Peter ,r~ers 

to a ntr1el. .of :fa.1th". In. ohD,Jter 21 20· the qoatle W1"1tes: "i'or J'!/l.or, 
-~/! 

ta it,1f, when 7e, be bu:t:rated ·:tor ,1'0'111" :tau1til, 7,e .abal.1 taJ::e ·tt :patiatir, 
• • • 

)a.t lf', when 1'• do we11 a.rid au:l.'fer ,qr 1-t, p take• it :patiat~, t~s is 

·aaa■pte.b1e Tl1 th ~G.od. n In. 4, 1. 1;be ai,oatie· '1,1-aTla a oomi,u-iaon.. bawea the 
J

a:att. rlng o:t Cl:lr1at &IL4 tha.t ·1'1h1.oh the C!lr1at18Zill are :liable to al.UJ.'!e aii 

mil' tlDJe, due to the :v.~••au:tiion. cm the ·:part; o:r the hea'tJuma,: ali'oraama.oh 

'thin a.a Chr:t-st -has autte:r:ecl :tor u :ln. the :tie·llh (:p]V'sioal "liortarea OA'!lt the 

aro1111) 1 a:rm 70m"&!t1Te& l:~""1•• ~th the aame iil1n4 '(be i,rqare4 "lio~er 

:uu, liame ffll.7'i nen. to belnB 4z'aBpc1. ·to Rome to a ~•s .tea.th- 1n. -;411 

ar.aa. )n • .A. i,oaa:lbi• n,m:mcma- ta Romel: 1la -un4.oullte4l.7 :rde:rre4 to m-:, , 11 

when .Pete:r tells ~ C~_i,at:lmu1 to be ,ftb~eot ,mt.o gOTU'ILOJ:'■ 1 1111 ,m.ta 

·t'lea that m.-8' sat bz: him an4 :l.n i,17 he exo:rta them to ~ aLl ••• 

.. 
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IJ•attni to !lihell ill 4i12 the qoatiLe tel111 tum· to n1:1,1:0Jc ti JL0:&1-"UPI" 
IOU~ 1;1ie ~1ft'7 t:r'1Cll. Tlhioh 18 to tq .7ou, a;..~ aome •~ 

tldDa' ~1umea. 'gll.to 1'01J.~. X 4d iJ.c,t bellen. that Pet·e •olii4 Jimie qeu 

it W' a.ommon a.ttllotion ais "er:, em-1_.t~ .. =t; 4.IU:13 :taoe, q . :a»ew 

ltQ111al1. o~ moal;:, as, a ":tle17 vlaln if ~ 1111. .e:spieaalon- wcml4 more, ti,J;-

tw~ be &:ppl1~d to t>,.e cteva.statillg :tire• o:t :peraecnit1on linathed. oa.t 

DTtr tlLa· Chrlat:lmi-T1orl4 ·'b7 thtl mcmater at llom11 -■-----!11;· Seaaml:. !lptat:i ~ 
P~ :to f:lJ:lot]V :la 6 -of q•o1~ lnt•~•IJii ·m: ~ .Q&.JI■ , aliioi' 1 t. 111111 

'111'1 tlien :h-Qlli R·ome· b:, Paul af:t·er lie !mA b·•·• iLrrtra'liel. .frq tile ••omm ~ime. 

m■ bciolc 1s tho. la.at pro4ua'\; of ~• ;pa.. \1'e Jmorl that, ~ : .i.:pQ~tla "i~lzc 
. ~·-b11 ftrat imprisonment en~o7■4 q'llite a 'bit fit .ttbeZ"ti7,, eqe'o1fnlJ7 betitea. 

the 71a.rs 61 cn4 6:;. Although UD4er Bm'!Y81llallae o:t the' authon.t:lea .u 
n1. al.J.017e·c1. to :rea~ive "i''-a:lt,;,ra , to q-ye 1zi !i,111 "t;eu~• d m!'itifo, 
='414 othenr:lao live immolaateil.. _,t now the mJA 1• ~•t u1:1toarii,1ns, .Jt he . 
lmatra tut his ma.rt:,:rdom is not .far off. !he acm41t1ona in Rome- are nn 
ltpl"IJlltng, for tho parsaoution. .has aaatterecl! the 1>•01>le ~f the oiv to 

11:rte:rent ,Parts of iihtt ffO:rll, •BD4 the outlo.olc iii cep :b:r:lght at. au. K:la 

fr1euo.a have l:eft hiin, am., o~ Lake was .at'1li With Jd.m. Di ll1i.ah a :r:r:m:Le 
of m1.ll.4 he· ·wr:l tea to· fiDJtltlV' ,. ·e.n4 mgelli thei ·,.oq ~ to be al~~f:n 

q1te of e:z:isting- -ti:rl~a (1,,-·12 .. ). In.. the, tht:rd -t•:r -he ~ htm . 

that 1:r:ro:ra· will ino~•a.se a.n4 •111;8 him to :r•••b•:r the a:ng,1 a· o~ ateaa~ 

:mat en4u:re.nae 1n fa.1th 1n 1111 te ,ot all t:r&1:1a· Tlh1ah Pad himilelf· ha4 
~;.e:, 

lhcnm.. ---- It ha.a o;rt.: be~ aa.111:1 a.n4 it 1a a. rin hil4 ~ 11&111' :engMea . 

,nat all these. ·warmn,rs to· :rema.:ln ate'.uaat 1n :ta:ltb. aga,imlt :pe:rlieadi10ZL 

onlJ' :re!e:r, .ali. Sbove-men.t1.oni4i lo oommoil ner.r '4.Q ~111.■a 'llhfob • 

Chrlat•• ha.4 ti 8'.lif'ftt:r·, 'iru:ti tho·ae :wJlo hol.4 thia ·'1"1'~ ·a.1-,:a, liave the 

1ue■tion. to: ·anlffle:rf. If lhiOh :ta, the aae, WQ 4o the ho~· 1'11"1 iiera ue 

IUill ,fo:rae:rai exp:re·aa1·cma aa n hau he:rce :reoorc1.ec1T ~. theae ramar'lal 

.oDUl.4. OILl7 .ba.va ·be~ oa.1111:e4 'b7 ;p,e:raen.tiona o:t the n:rat ltlll4.9 IIUO'h llli 

"'" ·11n1t1sa,t.ec1: b1, 'lla:rc, ll'fic; llome UIA whiah em'b:racr•cl-:a11 the ~:eOTU"1e■ • 

... 



. ~ &1."pmen.'f;a :ro:r ibot!I: a14ea ban 'Ilea .p:reaa:f;e4 anA aow the aa11e 

re1t1 '111 th the ·1il41nl.ual :rea4.er to, make the 4eo:tail.•• !Jle m-iter i• c,n-

tdn t-.t on the. bas1a o:r 1;he n14~oe 1:reaente4 the- tollQ\Tll:lg 'fD'lllllJU71ot 

the mat -q_r the 1re:rse.out:lcm ·1!111.,1' be· U'p,4 aa the moat probable: 
. 

ffllen the :r:t:re had oacsu:r:re4 rm4. 'Be:ro ha4 ;,,ana,;-1. to 1ntnL tJie b.'llile 

tar the aon:tl.ag:ra.t~OJJ. -q_cm _. Q~1a11aws, tb:re bZ'olm out ~ Koma a; 

te1•1"1ble .PeZ'a.eau.ticm of' the ChZ'1at1aa both,_ t!i:e govemumt &n4, 'g! tJut· 

Jllblio. 5:11.e 11.awa o:r tlda wu aU"r1e4 out ill.to the i,Z"DT11Loea. ad. thee 

the Cb:riat1an.a weZ'• treated 111. lil:e menri•i-, al.though not .cm the am 
- AM 

1aale as ill the .imperial a1'fi7. Proba'b]¥ :a :f'el'i' ,mon.tba Ja:teZ' l'eZ'D ,18111184 • 

e41ot· agai~llt the Chr1at1·e.ila and. 1il1eiL tb.el.-e n•~en. a 4ete.Ue4 &114 

111.tema.t:la re_pr•aliio:n o:r th• Cbni;t1e.na th:ro~t the Roman -»fn .• 
?alether lioZ"o 1asue4 ·en ect~at o:r ~ot, la a Uqute4 quat:lon.-, wt me 
t eat tbat tile. perseaut1o:n extended 1Dto. the. p:roYirl"aef aan. ~ ilie 

·11me4 cm iihe ba.,1,. o:r the ff1c1.en.ae PZ'Dduoea.:: Jr.a.t u•the:r tua, pe:raeau.-
- ... ,,:.,:-; 

Hem made 1 ts ·till¥ to tJL• prQrinoe·• ~erelJ' 011 • •~h o:r the- 1MQ1en,zg■ 

111 Rome or b7 c. :f'ormal e.4!a·t .o~ the ·emJeror l"eZ'~ llllQ' iJ.ffeZ' be, ~ 

.4ete:rm1:nea.. 

W. J, .·8alm.e4i.eZ'-. . . 

•• 

• • 

.. , 
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