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; There were three graat'axtributes whioch uﬁderlie
all of Herod's acts. They are ambition,passion,and fear.
_ Herod's unbounded ambition was what,during the
early days -of his reign,caused the brute to replace the man,
Yes,ambition vaulting to it's end,jealousy poisening life at
it's very heart,eastern insencibility to suffering,led him to
commit deeds of the &arkest horror,the beast trampling down
the man. Such was the struggle to establish his kingship.
Nothing,not even family or marriage could retard his ambitious
power, |
g | His passion was the kind typical of a real oriental
rotentate,;indulging in polygamy. He was married 10 times and
had 15 children. His love for lariamne semms reall the only
white part of his polygamous and lustful exiatanoe.but even
that becomes apoted when we see how this passion turns to
the burning hate of baffled love,which brings the beast to
distroy what he loves most,and then repent in the manner
of a disparing madman. Edersheim says,"His repentance was the
most fearful peroxym of remorse,passion,and longing for his
murdered wife,which seized him,and brought him to the brink
of him grave."(l) However,liariamne's death did not quell this
rassion in the King. Befofé long he married the daughter of
the High Priest,who was known as the most beautiful woman in.
all Palestine, And after this Herod plunges headlong into
polygamy and immorality.

But nothing impels oruelty like fear. Herod feared

the Asmoneans,and especially Alexander -and Aristobulus. He
had them removed with the oruelest butchery. He lived in

(1) Edersheim: Life and Times. vol.I,pg.l12386.
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constant fear of his 1life,in his households and among his
subjectsjand as a result we see the fearful cruelty to' which
he stooped. Herod feared the Babe of Bethlehem.The momentary
glimpse whioh we get of Herod,which we get in the lew Testament
through his conversation with the lagi and his subsequent
action in murdering the innooent children of Bethlehem,are
very much in keeping with his charaocter,with the jealous,
unscrupulous,and irratable temper of the last 'days of the
Kingjas we read them in the pages of Josephus.

In the 1life of Herod there appears a strange inward
struggle. It was the struggle of antagonistioc desires;tc be
both the Hellenist and the Jew. When Herod left Judea,he beocame
an Hellenist of the first water.He enriched the Pagan templea,
nadie permanent prizes for the Olympic and Corinthian Games,
being made perpetual president of the latter.He sent 500 Jews
to assist in a soientific exploring expedition into Arabia.(l)
He studied philosophy,rhetoric,and history with. iicolas. of"
Damagcus.(3)Even at home.his building activities betray his
Hellenistic tendencies.Yes,not such a Jewish place as the
Jerusalem Temple escaped,but we read that it had the popular
Corinthian pillar.(3) Herod associated continually with the
Hellinists about him,and drew many to his court.Even the
High Priest Simon,the former Alexandrian Jew,who won his
apnointment from Herod was an Hellenist and Epicurean.(4)

But Herod wished to be a great king among the kings of the

world,and that ment,in those days,to be a great Hellenist.
Herod tried also to be a real Jew.He professed the

Elfhatimer:Judea. PE333. -
3)Bevan: Jerusalem. pg., 150.
(3)Josephus: Antiq. XV,11,5.
(4)Latimer: Judea, pPg. 234,
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Jewish Religion,but he not only lacked real sympathy for this
faith,but seemed to lack all essence of religion.Law and
conscience were dead in him. To be sure he disseminated his
Hellenistic tendencies with many <things done solely to the
pleasure of the Jews.He omited pictures from the coins.He
made his prospective son-in-law submit to ciroumeision. (1)
He was zealous to protect the Jews of the Diaspora before
the tribunal of the Emporer.Herod gave them quiet and peace
which they had not had for many a year and were not destined
to have. But most of all he built the Temple,giving them
full charge,so as not to offend them. The Jews were at first
inclined to overlook his crimes when they saw the magnificent
Temple,but in the glory of Herod's reign they saw only evil,
and the burdens it laid on the people.

The nation felt offended in its inmost sanctity
by the reckless Hellenism,and,as Latimer puts it,"their mistrust
and aversion to Herod proved as tenacious and unyealding as
their national faith®(2)Nor did the Jews change their opinion
of Herod When he was in the pale of death.For beyond doubt,
what irritated the dying monarch most of. all,was that his
subjects dssired his death. And to evidence this trait,Herods
death was oelabrated as a festival.

III,The Sons of Herod,

Upon the death of Herod I.,Archelaus,his son by .
the Samaritan woman,Malthace, was named his successor by the
last will of the monarch. Archelaus gave his father a wonderful
burial at Herodium,near Bethlehem,and performed the Jewish
rites of mourning.(3)

{1} Bevan:Jerusalem. pg. 151.

3)Latimer:Judea. pg.340. _
3)Josephus: Antiq. XVII,8,3-4,
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Soon after the funeral,Archelaus,Antipas,and Philip

went to Rome to have Caesar approve the will.After some

delay and argument,Augustus finally made the following
distribution of Herod's kingdom.Archelaus was to be ethnarch

of Judéa,Samaria,and Idumea; Ant ipas was to be tetrarch of
Galilee and Pereajand Philip was to be tetrarch of Gaulanitis,
Auranitis,Trachonitis,Batanea,Banias,and Iturea.(1)
Archelaus(2).

Archelaus was born about 31 B.C.,the son of Herod
and Malthace,a Samaritan.He was educated in Rome. Caesar well
knew that Archelaus was not nearly as able and successful as
his father,so we find him indecisive as to indorsing Herod's
will. However,when Augustus made Archelaus ethnarch,he added '
the promise of the royal title,if Archelaus really: was worthy
of it. Which promise Augustus was never aailed upon to redeem.

Archelaus immediately came into disrepute with
his people,when he divoggbd his first wife,lariamne,and
marryiﬁg Glaphyra,the widow of his half-brother Aristobulus(died
7 B.C.). But the obstacle was soon ramoyaﬁ as Glaphyra died
but a short time after the wedding.(3) The offence to the
the Jewish religious sentiments came from the fact that
Glaphyra had had children with her former husband,which in
acoord with Jewish law made her unfit to marry again.

Like his father,Archelaus was a great builder.

He built the oities of Archelais (4) and Jericho,which had
been partly distroyed. Among the most noteworthy acts is the

Aquiduct,which he built to water his palm groves near Jericho,

1l)Joasephus: Antiquities.XVII,13,4=5.

3)GENERAL REFERENCES: Matthew 3,33.----Josephus:Antiq.XVII,13;
XVIII,1-4,8;-——-~ Wars.II,7-10.----Ewald:Geschichte des Volkes _..-
Israel,V,449-57;VII,235-57.~=-~Mathews;Hist.of N.T. times.pg.130-35,
23)Josephus:Antiq.XVII,ls,l. : P _
4)"ibid." :Antiq.XVII,13,3,
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There was no cessation of grievances, and Archelaus
was disliked by all the people. The Jews tolerated his rule
for nine years,and then with permission of the governer of
Syria,sent a legation to the Emporer.This legation was made
up of Judean and Samarian nobles. Their charges and . complaint
must have quite serious,because the Empoiar,almoat immediately
upon hearing them,summoned Archelaus to Rome.After a hearing
before the Emporer,Arcnelaus was banished to Vienne in Gaul,
in the year 6 A.D. His territory was turned over to Roman
Procurators under the direct control of the Emporer.(l)

Archelaus had followed in his father's footsteps
in a different way also, namily in the brutality and utter
disregard of his subjectg'religious feeling. The New Testament
gives us this very characterization in a few words.When
Joseph was about to return from Egypt, whither he had fled
with the Savior and Mary,before the wrath of Herod,the Great,
we read of him:"But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in
Judea in the room of his father Herod,he was afraid to go
thither."(2) Like his father,Archilaus was conscienceless,
and no one loved him,on the contrary everybody hated and
mistrusted him. That is why Joseph and Mary never deemed
advisable to take Jesus along to the great festivals at
Jerusalem,but waited until He was 13 years old (6 A.D.),
until Archelaus was gone and the Roman Procurators were in
power. Of all of Herod's sons,Archelaus was the worst.

The ethnarch had utter disregard for the nobility
of the Jews,as we see in the fact that he deposed three
High Priests.(3) However,he,like his brother Antipas did

not hesitate to use his family name on the coins. He was

(1) Josephus: Antiq. XVII,13,3.
3)Matthew.II,23.
3)Josephus: Antiq. XVII,13,1.

T .
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| Just as weak and poor as the Emporer had forseen,when Augustus
had refused to give him the royal title.The Emporer was
never forced to make him king,in accordance with his promise.
Herod Antipas. (1) E
Herod Antipas was born about 30 B.C, ,the son of
Herod,the Great,and Halthace,and brother of Archelaus. Like

Arghelaus,he was educated at Rome. Insoriptions,which-were.
found in various parts of the Roman world,indiocate to us
that Antipas traveled extensively,but just when,we do not
know, In 4 B.C.;Antipas was made tetrarch of Galilee and
Perea, which office he held until he was banished in 39 A.D,

Antipas at once showed himself the true son of
his father Herod,in his building prﬂéects.ﬂe sought not
only to beautify his territory,but also sought to strengthen
it by these ventures. He built the city Sephoris and rebuilt
Betharamphtha,which he now called Julias.(3) Further he
erected for himself a new capital on the west bank of the
Sea of Gennezareth,whioh he named Tiberias. The latter
undertaking was,from the Jewish viewpoint, rather unfortunate,
| because he had built this new city on the site of an old
cemetary,which was a sacrilege in the eyes of the Jews.(23)
But the fact that he went through with his plans,in spite
of the opposition of the Jews,shows how little he cared to
observe the Jewish religious and national conventions., This
city was most splended in its public buildings,palaces,and
theater.

It seems that Herod Antipas at an early date in
(1)GENERAL REFERENCES:Matth.X1V,1-11;Mark VI,14-28;Luke III,19;
Luke IX,7-9;XI11,31-33;XXIII,7-13s=Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,2,1-3;
Antiq.XVIII,4,5;5,1-5;7.1-2., War.II,9,land Ge--Schiirer;The ]

Jewish People,Div.I,volllI,pg.17-38.Ewald:CGesgch.des Volhes
Israel.VI,74-80;VII,341,2343 . Mathews:Hist.of N.T.times.148-158.

(3)Josephus: Antig.XVIII,3,1, Wars.iI,9;1,
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his reign,for political reasons,married the daughter of King
Aretas VI,of Arabia. But this marrage without love did not
last long.While on a visit to Rome,Antipas met and fell in
love with Herodias,the wife of his half-brother Herod Philip,
the son of HerodI and Harriamne of Jerusalem.Herod Philip
was living as an idle gentleman in Rome and must be distinguished
from Philip,the tetrarch of the northeastern part of Palestine.(})

Here there arises a problim which some of the :
oritios olaim is a proof against the veracity of the Bible.(3)
It will be noticed when reading the sources carefully,that’
Josephus ocalls this man Herod (3),and the New Testament always
calls him Philip.(4) However,the fact that Josephus uses a

different name is not extraordinary,if we remember the difference

in the two works. The New Testament was written for the

people,who well knew who was ment.Nor does the New Testament
speak of the tetraroh Philip muoch,s0 as to warrent a special
mark to distinquish them.Only once im the tetrarch mentioned.
But Josephus treating the history of Palestine,must necessarily
give more of an account of both men and must distinguish between
them. Another proof lies in the faoct that'Herod' had become

a family name.Even Sohiirer must admit that Archelaus and

Antipas used this name-Herod-on the coins which they had minted,
and that Dio Cassius calls Archelaus Herod.(5) The argument

that it would be strange for Herod,the Great,to have more than
one son with the same name=Philip+ may be urged against both
names. Upon studying the geneology of Herod,the Great,carefully,
it wiil be observed that he had three sons named Herod,namily

1)Josephus: Antiq. XVIII,5,4%. /9
3)Schiirer: Jewish People.Div,I,II,33. Mathews:Hist.of N.T.times 156.
3)Josephus: Antiq.XVIII,5, 4. . 3 g
4;Matth.XIV s0sMark.VI 17,Luke III, 19.

S)Dio Cassius LV,37 quoted in Sohﬂre:,Jawish People.Div.I,II,39.
Jewish Encyolopedia II,78=-1llustrates coins from Madden,
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Herod Philip,son of Mariamne,daughter of the High Priest,
Herod Antipas,son of Malthace,and Herod III,brother of the
tetrarch and son of Cleopatra of Jerusalem. Further it will
be pereived that there are two sons named Antipater and
Antipas,which 1s essentially the same name.Why then is it
impossible that there were two sons named Philip? Therefore
I believe that the oppinion of Schiirer and Mathews,and those
who agree with them,to be wrongj;and say that the Bible has
not erred in this po}nt.

The ma:!hge'of Antipas to Herodias was disasterous
for the tetrarch in many ways. It was the direct cause of a
war with Aretas VI of Arabia,who wanted to avenge his
daughter's divorce. Aretas VI soundly defeated Antipas,so
that Antipas appealéd to the Emporer for help which, though
the Emporer granted the aid of the governer of Syria,was never
given,as the Emporer's death revoked the order.(l)

About this time John,the Baptist,and a little
little later,also Jesus began to traverse Galilee,preaching
the way to salvation. John,who was especially a preacher of
repentance,attacked Antipas bitterly for his incestious
mafrage with Herodias,and Antipas,evidently at the urge of
Herodias,had John imprisoned in the stronghold Macharus.(2)

On the.oococasion of the annd;ersary of Herod
Antipas' birth,about the year 35 A.D.,he held a great
banquet. At this affair,Salome,the daughter of Herodias and
Herod Philip,danced for the guests. Antipas was so pleased -
with the performance that he promised to fulfill any wish,
which she should put. Under the instigation of her mother,
Herodias,Salome asked for the head of John,the Baptist.

SE;Eosephus:Antiq. XVIiii,5,1. ;
2)"ibid." :Ankiq, XVIII,5,3,
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Although Antipas was reluctant,because he both feared John

and because' he knew the gross injustice of the request,he
complied with her wish,and John was beheaded. It is to be
éxpeoteg that Josephus would give a different reason than
the one that the New Testament gives. He says that John
was beheaded because of political reasons. But we must
remember that Josephus is an anti-Christian writer and that
he suppresses all things touching on Christianity, (1)
Antipas heard of Jesus'.work and teaching only
after John's death,and that,when he did hear of it,his
counscience began to hurt him because he thought it was
John resurrected,as the Gospels tell us.(2) However Antipas
wanted to take Jesus by craft,and wanted to see and converse
with him.dNor did he ever loose this wish,as we see from the

Pasasion story.

There is some controversy as to whether we can |
conclude from Luke XIII,3l-32 that Herod Antipas and the
Pharasees were acting in compact and both trying to get
the Savior our of the landjor if it was a pure machination
of the Pharasees. The passage 1s too indefinite to allow
an absolute answer to the questioniso I shall let it open.
Howevar, regardless of whether Herod was instrumental or not
in the warning, Jesus' answer was certainly a very fitting
descoription of Antipas:"Go ye,tell that fox." Nothing is
more fitting than this to characterize the man,a cunning
and yet cowardly fox. Nor do we lack examples of these traits.

Oh,how cowardly was it not of this brute,Antipas,
trying to make sport of the defenceless Savior on that first
(1)Matth.XIV,6,11; Mark VI,33-38;Luke IX,98q.-—-

Josephus:Antigq. XVIII,S5,3.
(2)Matth.XIV,1sq.;Mark VI,14-16;Luke IX,7-9.
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Good Friday in Jerusalem.

Herod Antipas tried by his ocunning ocontrivances
to ingratiate himself with Caesar,but,at the same tiwe,he
certainly made some very serious enemies.In 37 A.D. He appeared
as a patron for the treaty between Vitilius,governer of Syzia;
and King Artabanus III of the Parthians,and hastening back from
the Euphrates,where the meeting took place,he anticipated
Vitilius' report to the Emporer.(l) And again when he sought
to ingratiate himself by raising his voice against Pontius
Pilate,for putting up a votive shield in Jerusalem,he not
only incured the friendship of Caesar and the Jews,but also
the hatred of the Proourator.(3)

In his treatment of the Jews,Antipas was far more
lenient than his father,and was rewarded with a good deal
more regard than his father received, He was at least an
outward observer of their .religious customs,for he attended
the festivals and even omitted pictures from his coins.

It is,however,charaoteristic of the Herodian house
that misfortune should reach them from their own domestic
relitives.So it was also with Herod Antipas. Herodias
roused his ambition time and again,urging him to seek the
royal title.This caused him to appeal to Rome repeatedly,
and at last when Herodiaﬁ' jealousy turned against Herod
Agrippa I,King of Chal@is,the latter returned her ambition
by acousations rendered to Emporer Caius Caligula against
her husband.Antipas was called to account,and when he failed
to give a satisfaotory answer to the charges,he was banished
to Lyon in Gaul in the year 39 A.D. (3)

T{I)Josephus: Antiq.XVIiI,4,5.
(3)Soniirer: The Jewish People,(D.I,II,30) interprets the words

of Philo:Legatione ad Caium.3O.
(3)Josephus: Antiq.XVIII,7,1-3.
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Philip.(1). '

"' The -third part of Palestine,namily Trachonites,
Gaulanitis,Auranitis,Batanea,and Iturea,were placed under
Philip,the son of Herod,the Great,and Cleopatra of Jerusalem.

The exact date of his birth is unknown,but like
the rest of Herods sons,he was educated in Rome.Upon his
father's death in 4 B,.C.,Philip began to reign as tetrarch
over this heterogenious group of people mentioned above. The

fact that the tetrarchy was but sparsly settled with Jews,made

the Roman method of rule a good deal easier. But,nevertheless,
it must be said in his favor that Philip was by far the best
of the sons of Herod.Like his father he was careful to |
maintain friendship with Rome. |
Philip,as a true Herodian,was also a great buillder.
His greatest aroh&teotural accomplishments are the cities, ‘
Caesarea Philipi and Julias,which had been called Bethsaida.(3)
These building feats and the faot that he put pilctures on
his coins,lend themselves to stamp Philip a real Hellenist.(3)
About the age of 45,Philip married Salome,the
daughter of Herodias and Herod Philip,of Rome. They left no
heirs,so when Philip died his territory was incorperated into
the province of Syria and ruled by the governer,until 37 A.D.
when Caius Caligula gave it to Agrippa I.(4) '

IV. The Roman Proourators of Judea.(5)

After the banishment of Archelaus,ethnarch of Jddea
Samaria,and Idumea in 6 A.D.,his-territory was placed under ;

the administration of Roman Procurators,of the equestrian order;

(1)GENERAL REFERENCES:Josephus:Antiq.XV1iil,3,1;4,6;6,10.Wars
<11,9,1-6.Ewald Gesoh.des Volkes Israel,.VI,70-74,347.Schirexr: .

The Jewish People.Div,I,II,10-16. Mathews.Hist.of N.T.times.145-48.
2)Josephus:Antiq,XVIII,3,1.~--(3)lathews:Hist.0f N.T.times.147.
4)Josephus: Anti1q.XVIII, 4,6, ~--~(5)GENERAL REFERENCES:Tucker:

Life in the Roman_World.pg.Sﬂ-ﬁJoeephus:Antiq.XVIII,l,l;a.a;s;-!.;

8,10.Schiirer:Jewish People,Div.I,II,43%104.




