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So ended a reign of almoat'unparalleled reokleaaneaa, 

oruelty,and bloodshed in which the murder ot the Innooenta 

of Bethlehem formed but so ti-i:tling an episode among the many 

deeds of blood,as not to be deserving of record on the pages 

of the Jewish Historian,Joaephua. 

Because of hie great· importanoe, Herod deaervea 

to have a short resume of his aha.raoter, appearance, and habi ta. 

In :taot this is necessary to full appreoiate this great kinta 

.reign. 

Herod wae a band.some ma1'lof oommancling presenoe. 

He excelled in physical exeroises and endured all manner of 

phyaioal hardships,whioh all helped to give him the appearance 

of a Greek god.(l) To this was ooupled a spirit of oongenialty 
. 

and greatness of spirit and philanthropy. It ia not hard to 

unclerstand. why he was liked immediatly by Anthony,Augustua, 

Cleopatra,and all strangers wl th whom he met. Beoauae of his 

high-strung temperment,Herod was very easily touched through 

his affections. He was easily played on by 1ntreguea,wh1oh 

caused him to be goaded into crimes which a man of a colder 

heart would have avoided. 

Ha is oharaoteriatio of rulers of similar oriaes 

in history,especially of the Orientals. He is one of those 

shapers of kingdoms in unsettled times -men,strong ot arm, 

unsorupulous,meroilesa to all rivals,but shrewd in vision, 

who ~hen established in power brings his subjects suoh good 

as goes with public order strongly enforced,and who find pride 

in great works whioh tend to increase the prosperity·of their 

relms. (2) 

1 SohUrer:The Jewish People.pg.417. 
2 Bevan:JerusaJ.em under the.High P~iesta. pg. 147. 
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There were th~ee peat attributes whioh underlie 

all of Herod's aota. They are ambition,paasion,aml fear. 

Herod's'unboumed ambition was what,during ihe 

early days·of hie reign,oaused the brute to replaoe the man. 

Yes,ambition vault.ing to it's end,jealouay polaening lite at 

it's very heart,eaatern insenoib111ty to suffering,led h1m to 

oommit deeds of the darkest horror,the beast trampling down 

the man." Suoh was the struggle to establish his kingship. 

Nothing,not even family or marriage oould retard his ambitious 

power. 

His passion was the k_ind typioal of a real oriental 

potentate,indulging in polyga.my. He was married 10 times and 

had 15 ohUdren. His love for lle.ria.mne sellims re&ll the only 
. 

white part of his polygamous and lustful existanoe;but even 

that beoomes spoted when \TB see how this passion turns to 

the burning hate of baffled love,whioh brings the beast to 

distroy what he loves most,a.nd then r9Rent in tlJ.e manner 

of a disparing madman. Ed.ershe1m says, •His repentance waa the 

most fearful peroxym of remorse,passion,--.nd longing for his 

murdered \fife,whioh seized h1m,and brought hill to the bri:nk 

of him grave. "(l) However,J:lari•ne•s death did not quell this 

passion in the King. Before long he married the daughter of 

the High Priest,who ·was known as the most beautiful woman in .. 

all Palestine. And after this Herod plunges headlong into 

polygamy and. :immorality. 

But nothiDf$
0

impela 01'Ualty like tear. Herod teared 

the Aamoneans,and espeoially Alexander •am Aristobulua. He 

had them remo·ved with the orueleat butchery. He lived in 

(1) Ed.ershe1iii: Life and. Times. vol.I,pg.126. 



ao. 
oonstant fear of his life,1n· h1s households and. amoJJg hia 

subjeot~;and as a reault we see the fearful oruelty to'whiah 

he stooped. Herod feared the Babe of Bethlehem.The momentary 

glimpse whioh we get of_He%o4,whioh we get in the New Testameat 

through his oonveraation with ~he Magi and his subsequent 

aotion in murdering the innooent ohildren of Bethlehem,are 

very ~uoh in keeping with his oh~aoter,with the jealous, 

unsorupulous,and irratable temper of the last 1days of the 

KingJas we read them in the pages of Josephus. 

In the• life of Herod there appears a strange inward 

struggle. It was the struggle of antagonistio desires;to be 
' 

both the .Hellenist and the Jew. \Yhen Herod left Judea,he beoame 

an Hellenist of the .first water.He enriohed the Pagan templea, 

made penaanent prizes for the 0iympio and Corinthian Games, 

being made perpetual president of the latter.He sent 500 Jews 

to ass ist in a soientifio exploring expedition into Arabia.(l) 

He stud ied philosophy,rhetorio,ancl history w1th. Bioolaa. of 

Damasous.(2)Even at home -his building aotivities betray his 

Hellenistio tend.enoiea.Yes,not suoh a ~ewish plaoe as the 

Jerusalem Temple esoaped,but we read that it had the popular 

Corinthian pillar.(3) Herod assooiated oontinually with the 

Hellinists about hill,and drew many to his oourt.Even the 

High Priest Simon,the former Alexandrian Jew,who won hia 

appointment from Herod was an Hellenist and. Epiourean.(f) 

But Herod wished to be a great king among the kings of the 

world,and. that ment,in those daya,to be a great Hellenist. 

Herod tried also to be a real Jew.He professed the 

1 Latirner:Judea. pg233. • 
a)Beva.n: Jerusa+em. pg, 150. 
3)Joaephua:Antiq. ~V,1+,S• . 

(4)Latimer: Judea, pg. 224. 
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Jewish Religion,but he not'only laoked real sympathy tor this 

f~ith,but aeemed to laok all easenae ot religion.Law and 

oonsoienoe were dead in him. To be sure he disseminated his 

Hellenistio tendenoies with many things done solely to the 

pleasure of the Jews.He omited piotures from the ooins.He 

made his proapeotive son-in-law submit to oiroumoiaion:.(1) 

He was zealous to proteot the Jews of the Diaspora before 

the tribunal of the Emporer.Herod gave them quiet and peaoe 

whioh they had. not had for many a year and were not destined 

to have. But most of all he built the Temple,giving them 

full oharge,so as not to offend them. The Jews were at first 

inclined to overlook his orimes when. they saw the magnifioent 

Ten1ple,but in the glory of Herod's reilgn they saw only evil, 

and the burdens it laid on the people. 

The nation felt offencled in its inmost sanotity 

by the reokless Hellenism,and.,as Latimer puts it,•the~ mistrust 

and aversion to Herod proved as tenaoioua and unyea.J.ding as 

their national faith~(a)Nor did the Jews ohs.nge their opjnion 

of Herod when he was in the pale of death.For beyond doubt, 

what irritated the dying monarch most of . all,was that his 

subjeots dasired his death. And to evidence this trait,Heroc!a 

death was celebrated as a festival. 

III.The Sona of Herod., 

Upon tlie death of Herod I. ,Arahelaua,hia son by. 

the Samaritan woman,Ma.lthaoe, was named his suooeasor by the 

last will of the monaroh. Arohelaus gave his father a wonderful 

burial at Herodium,near Bethlehem,and performed the Jewish 

rites of mourning.(3) 

1 Beva.n:Jeruaalem. pg. 151. 
a Latimer:Jud,ea. pg.240. . 
3 Josephus: Antiq. ~VII,a,a-4. 
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Soon atter the :tuneral.Arohelaua.Antipaa.am Philip 

went to Rome to have Oa.eau approve the w111.Mter aome 

delay and argument,Augu.atua finally made the following 

distribution of Herod's kingdom.Arohelaua waa to be ethnaroh 

of Judea,Samaria,and I~umea;Antipaa was to be tetrarch of 

Galilee and Perea;am Philip was to be tetraroh of Gaulan1t1a. 

Auran1tda,Traoho~itis,Batanea,Ban1as,a.nd. Iturea.( l ) 

@ahelauaCa). 

Arohelaua wa~ bbrn about 21 B.C.,the son of Herod 

and Malthaoe,a Sama.r4tan.He was eduoated in Rome. Caesar well 

knew that Arohelaus was not nearly as able and. suooesatul aa 

his father,so we find him indeois1ve as to indorsing Herod's 

will. However ,when Augustus made Arohelaus etlmaroh,he added · 

the promise of the royal title,1f Arohelaus reall¥ • waa worthy 

of it. Whioh promise Augustus was never oalled upon to redeem. 

Arohelaus immediately oame into disrepute with 
~ his people,when he dtvo~ped his first w1fe.Mar1amne.a.nd 

.A " 
marrying Glaphyra,the widow of his half-brother Ariatobulua(died 

7 B.c.). But the obstacle was soon removeA as Glaphyra died 

but a short time after the wedding.(a) The offence to the 

the Jewish religious sentiments oame from the faot that 

Glaphyra had had. ohildren with her former husband,whioh in 

acoord with Jewish law made her unfit to marry again. 

Like his fathe~.Arohelaus was a great build.er. 

He built the oities of Arohelais (4) and Jerioho,whioh had 

been partly distroyed. Among th~ most noteworthy aots ia the 

Aquiduot,whioh he built to water his palm groves near Jericho. 

l Josephus: Antiquitiea.XVII,12,4-5. · 
2 GENERAL REFERENCESt Matthew a ; aa.----Joaephus:Antiq.XVII,13; 

XVIII,1-4,8;---- Wara.II,7-10.----El_r&].d:Gesohiohte dea.Volkea - ~~ 
Israel.V,449-57;VII,235-57.--~-llatlaewa;H1st.of N.T. timea.pg.130-35. 
(3)Joa~phua:Ant~q.XVII,13,l. . 
(4)"ibid.• :Antiq.XVII,13,a, 
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There waa no oeaaation of grievanoea, and. Arohelau• 

was disliked by all the people. The Jews tolerated his rule 

for nine years,and. then with permission of the governer of 

Syria,sent a legation to the Emporer.This legation was made 

up· of Judean and Samarian nobles. Their charges and .complaint 

must have quite serious,beoause the -orer,almost immediately 

upon hearing them,summoned Arohelaua to Rome.After a hearing 

befQre the Emporel'!,Aroi1elaus was banished to · Vienna in Gaul:, 

in the year 6 A.D. His territory was turned over to Roman 

Proourators under.the direct oontrol of the Emporer.(l) 

Arohelaus had followed in his father's footsteps 

in a different way also. namily ~n the brutality and utter 

disregard of his subjeots' religious feeling. The New Testament 

g ives us this very oharaoter1zat1on in a few words.When 

Joseph was about to return from Eln'J)t, whither he had. fled 

with the Savior and Uary,before the wrath of Herod,the Great, 

we read of him: "But when he heard that Arohelaua did reign in 

Judea in the room of his father Herod,he was afraid to go 

thither. 11 (2) Like his father ,Arahilaus was oonsoienoeleas, 

ancl no one loved him,on the oontrary everybody hated and 

mistrusted him. That 1• why Joseph and Kary never deemed 

advisable to take Jesus along to the great festivals at 

Jerusalem,but waited until He was 12 years old (6 A.D.), 

unt_il Arohelaus was gone and the Roman Procurators were in 

power. Of all of Herod's sona,Arohelaus was the worst. 

The ethnaroh had utter disregard for the nobility 

of the Jews,as we see in the faot that he deposed three 

High Priesta.(3) However,he,11ke his brother Antipas did 

not hesitate to use his family name on the ooina. He was 

(l)Josephus:Antiq. XVII,13,2. 
(2)Matthew.II,22. 
(3)Josephus:Antiq. XVII,13,l. 
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juat aa weak and poor aa the Emponr had. f'oraeen,when Auguatua 

had retuaed. to give him the royal title.The Emporer waa 

never f'oroed to make him .king,_in aooorclanoe with hia prom1•e. 

Herod Antipaa.(l) 

Herod. Antipas was born about ao B.O.,the aon of' 

Herod,the 9reat,and. Kalthaoe,ancl brother of A:ralielaua. Like 

Arahelaua,he was eduaated at Rome. Inaor1pt1ons,Jfh1~we-re.. 

found in various parts of the Roman world,1mioate to ua 

that Antipas traveled extensivel7,but just when,we do not 

know. In 4 B.O.,Antipas was made tetrarch of Galilee am 
Perea. whioh· of'fioe he held until he was banished in 39 A.D. 

Antipas at onoe showed himself' the true son of' 
~ 

his father Herod. 9 1n his building prorate.He sought not 

only to bea.utif'y.his territory,but also ~ to strengthen 

it by these ventures. He built the oit7 Sephoria and. rebuilt 

Botharamphtha,whioh he now oalled Juliaa.(a) Further he 

erected for himself a new capital on the ·west bank of the 

Sea of Gennezareth,whioh he named Tiberias. The latter 

undertaking was,f'rom the Jewish viewpoint,·rather un:tortuna.te, 

because he had built this new city on the site of' an old 

cemetary,whioh was a sacrilege in the eyes of the Jews.Ca) 

But the faot that he went through with hia plana,in spite 

of the opposition of the fews,ahows how little he oared to 

observe the Jewish religious and national oonventions. Thia 

oity was moat aplencled in ita publio buildinga,palaoea,and 

theater. 

It seems that Herod. Antipas at an early date in 

{l)GENERAL REFERENCES:lla.tth.XIV,l-ll;Uark VI,14-aS;Luke III,19; 
Luke IX,7-9;XIII,31-32;XXIII,7-12.-Joaephua:Antiq.XVIII,a,1-3; 
Antiq.XVIII,4,5;5,1-s;,.1-a. War.JI,9,land 6..--so~U%•r;The 
Jewia9 People.Div.1,VQmI.ps.17-fB.Ewald:Gesoh.des Volhes 
Israel.VI,74-SO;VII,241.242.K&thewa:Hiat.of N.T.timea.148-158. 
( a) Josephus: Ant1q.XVIII ~a~ l, · Wars. :I: I, 9 • l, . . 



his Hign,tor politioal reasons.married the daughter ot X1mg 

Aretas VI,ot Arabia. But this marrage without lo~ d1d not 

last long.While on a visit to Rome,Antipas met and fell 1n 

love with Herodias.the wite of his halt-brother Herod Philip, 

the son ot HerodI and Karriamne of Jeruaal.em.Herod Philip 

was living as an idle gentleman in Rome and must be distinguished. 

from Philip,the tetrarah of the northeastern part of Palestine.Ci) 

Here there arises a problim _whioh some of the 

oritios olaim is a proof against the veraoity of the Bible.Ca) 

It will be notioed when reading the aouroea oa.refully,that· 

Josephus oalls this man Herod (3),a.nd the New Testament always 

Calls him Philip.(~) However,the faot that Josephus uses a 

different name is not extraordlnary,if we remember the dlfterenoe 

in the two works. The New Testament was written for the 

people,who well knew who was ment.Bor does the New Testament 

speak of the tetra.rob Philip muoh,so as to warrant a apeoial 

mark to distinqui~ them.Only onoe ia the tetraroh mentioned. 

But Josephus treating the history of Palestine,must neoesaa.rily 

give more of an aooount ot both man and must distinguish between 

them. Another proof lies in the faot that 1Herod.1 had. beoome 

a family name.Even Soht1%er must admit that Arohelaua and. 

Antipas used th is name-Herod-on the coins whioh they had minted• · · 

and that Dio Cassius oalla Al'ohelaua J{erod.. (6) The argument 

that it would be strange for Herod,the Great,to have more than 

one son with the same name•Philip • may be urged against both 

names. Upon atud.ying the genealogy of Herod,the Great,oareful.17, 

it wiil be observed that he had three sons named Herod,namily 

l Josephus:Antiq. XVIII,5,4. 11& 
a SohUrer:Jewiah .Eeople.Div,I.II,aa. Mathewa:Hist.ot B.T.times 156 
3 Josephus:Antiq • .XVIII,~,4. . . 
4 Katth.Xff,3;Ka.;k.VI,17,L\J,ke III,19. 
5 Dio C~asius.LV,a~ quoted in SohUre;;Jewish People.Div.l,II,39. 

Jewish Enoyolopedia II,78-llluatratea oolna from Kadden. . . . 
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Herod Ph111p,aon of Jila.riamne,daughter ot the High Prieat, 

Herod: Antipaa,aon of Ka.l.thaae,and Herod III,brother of the 

tetraroh and son of Cleopatra of Jerusalem. Further it will 

be pereived that there are two sona named Antipater and 

Antipas,whioh is essentially the same name.Why then 1■ it 

impossible that there weze two sons named Ph111p1 Therefore 

I believe that the oppinion of SohUrer .and. Kathewa,and. thoae 

who agree with them,to be wrong1and. aay that the Bible haa 

not erred in this point. 
I 

The mar.Ji,ge'of Antipas to Herodias was disaateroua 

for the tetraroh in many ways. It was the direat cause of a 

war with Aretas VI of Arabia,who wanted to avenge his .. 
daughter's divorce. Aretaa VI soundly defeated Antipaa,ao 

that Antipas appealed to the Emporer for help whioh,though 

the Emporer granted the aid of the governer of Syria,waa never 

given,as the Emporer•s death revoked the order.(l) 

About this time John,the Baptist,and. a little 

l~ttle later,also Jesus began to traverse Galilee,preaoh1ng 

the way to salvation. John,who was eapeoial1y a preacher of 

repentanoe,attaoked Antipas-bitterly tor his 1noeat1ous 

marrage 'with Herodiaa,and. Antipas,evidently at the urge of 

Herodias,had John imprisoned in the stronghold Kaoharua.(2) , 
On the .ooo~a1on of the amuiversa.ry of Herod 

Antipas' birth,about the year as A.D. ,he held a great 

banquet. At this attair,Salome,the daughter of Herodiaa and 

Herod Phil1p,danaed for the guests. Antipas was ao pleased 

with the performance that he promised to fulfill any wiah, 

which she should put. Under th·e instigation of her mother, 

Herodiaa,Salome asked tor the hea4 of John,the Baptist. 

1 Joaephua:Antiq. XVIII,5,1. 
2 8 ib1d.• :Aniiq, XVIII,s,a, 
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Although:Antipae wae reluotant,beoa.uae he both teue6 Jo~ 

and. beoauae·he knew the pose injustiae ot the requeat,he 

oomplied with her wiah,e.nd. John was beheaded. tt ia tp be 

expeoted that Joaephua would give a different reason than 

the one that the New Testament givea. He aays that John 

was beheaded beoause of p~litioal reasons. But we must 

remember that Josephus is an anti-Christian writer and. that 

he suppresses all things touohing on Ohristianity.(1) 

Ant ipaa head of Jeaua' . irork a.nd teaching only 

after John's death,and that,when he did hear of it,his 

oounso1enoe began to hurt him beoause he thought it was 

John resurrooted,aa the Gospels tell ua.(a) However Antipas 

wanted to take Jesus by oraft,and wanted to see and oonverse 

wit~ him. Nor did he ever loose this wish,as we aee from. the 

Paaa1on story. 

There is some controversy as to whether we oa.n 

oonalud.e from Luke XIII,31-32 that Herod Antipas and the 

Pharasees were aoting 1n oompaot and. both trying to get 

the Savior ou~ of the land;or it it was a pure maohina.tion 

of the Pharasees. The passage is too ·1nd.et:l:nite to allow 

an absolute answer to the question9so I shall let it open. 

Howevar,rega.rdless of whether Herod was instrumental or not 

in the warning, Jesus' answer was oertainly a very titting 

description of Antipas:•Go ya,tell that fox.• Nothing is 

more fitting than this to oha.raoterize the man,a cunning 

and yet oowamly fox. Nor do we lack examples of these traits. 

Oh,how cowardly was it not ot this brute,Antipaa, 

trying to make sport of the defenoeleaa Savior on that tirat 

(l)Ka~ih7iIV,6,11; Mark VI,aa-2a;Luka IX,9sq.--­
Josephua~Antiq. XVIII,s,a. 
(2)Matth.XIV,laq.;llark VI,14-16;Luke IX,7-9. 
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Good Friday in Jerusalem. 

Herod Antipas tried by hia ounning oontriva.noea 

to ingratiate himaelf with Caesar.but.at the same time.he 

oertainly made some very serious enemies.In 37 A.D • . He appeared 

aa a patron for the treaty between Vitilius.governer of Syria. 

and King Artabanus III of the Parthians,and hastening baok from 

the Euphrates.wh•~• the meeting took plaoe.he antioipated 

Vitilius• report to the Emporer.(l) Am again when he sought 

to ingratiate himself by raising his voioe against Pontius 

Pilate,for putting up a votive shield in Jeruaalem,he not 

only inoured the friendship of Caesar and the Jewa,but also 

the hatred of the f.~ootaator.(a) 

In his treatment'ot the Jews,Antipaa was far more 

lenient than his father,ancl was rewarded with a good deal 

more regard than his father reoeived, He was at least an 

outward observer of their.religious ouatoma,for he attend.ad 

the festivals and even omitted piotures from his ooins. 

It is,however.oharaoteristio of the Herodian house 

that misfortune should reaoh them from their own domestio 

relaA; ives.So it was also with He~od Ant~pas. Herodias 

roused his ambition time and. again,urging him to seek the 

royal title.This oaused him to appeal to Rome repeatedly., 

and at last when Herodias' jealousy turned against Herod 

Agrippa I,King of ChaY.ia,the latter returned her ambition 

by aoousations rendered to Emporer Cai~ Caligula against 

her husband.Antipas was oalled to aooount.and when he fail•~ 

to give a aatiafaotory answer to the ohargea.he was banished 

to Lyon in Gaul in the year 39 A.D. (3) 

1 Joaephus:Antiq.XVIII.4,5. 
(2 SohUrer~The Jewish People.(D.I,lI.aO) interpreta the word.a 
of Philo:Legatione ad Oaium.~O • . 
(3)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,7.l~a. 



Phi~;tp. (1). 

The rthim. pa.rt of Paleatine,namily Traohonitea, 

Gaulan1t1a,Auran1t1s,Bata.nea,a.nd Itu1'ea,were placed um.er 

Ph111p,the aon of Herocl,the Great,and. Cleopatra of Jeruaalem. 

The exaot date of his birth is unknown, but like 

the rest of Herods aona,he was educated in Roma.Upon hia 

father• s de,ath in 4 B.O. ,Philip began tcr, reign a.a tetraroh 

over this heterogenious group of people mentioned above. The 

tact that the tetrarahy was but aparsly settled with Jewa,made 

the Roman method of rule a good deal easier. But,nevertheleaa, 

it must be said in his favor that Philip was by tar the beat 

ot the sons ot Herod.Like his father he was careful to 

maintain f;iend.ship with Rome. 

Philip,as a true Heroclian,waa also a great builder • . 
His greatest arohttecltural acoomplishmenta are the oitiea, 

Caeaarea Philipi and Julias,whioh had been oalled Bethaaida.(2) 

These build ing teats and the fact that he put pioiurea on 

his ooins,lend themselves to stamp Ph1J,1p a real Helleniat.(3) 

About the age of 45,Philip married. Salome,the 

daughter of Herod.iaa and Herod Philip,ot Rome. They left no 

heirs,so when Philip died his territory was incorperated into 

the province of Syria and ruled by the governer,until 37 A.D. 

when Caius Caligula gave it to Agrippa I.(4) 

IV. The Roman Proguratora of Judea,(5) 

After the banishment of Arohelaua,ethnaroh of Judea 

Samar1a,and Idumea in 6 A.D.,hia territory was plaoed under 

the administration of Roman ·Proouratora.of the equestrian order; 

(l)GENERAL REFERENOES:Josephua:Antiq.XVIII,2,1;4,6;6,10.Wara 
~II,9,1-6.Ewald. Gaaoh;d.ea Volkes Iar~l •. VI,?0-74,34,.Sohtlrer: 1/1', 
The Jewish Peopla.Div,I,II,10-16. Ka.the~a.Hist.of N.t.timea.145-48. 
(2)Joaephus:Antiq,XVIII,2,l.--(3)Mathewa:Hiat.9f N.T.~imea.147. 
(4)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,4,S.----(5~GENEllAL REFERENOE§:Tuok,r: 
Lite in the Rolllll,n .World.pgll•'ff.Joaephus:Ant1q.XVIII,l,l;a,a;3;4; 
6,10.SohUrer:Jawish People,Div.I,II,43'104. 


