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and of the sloments ordained by Himy d) Tho Historic

Eplacopuie, locally adepted in the methods of iba ad-

winisteation to the varying necds of the nations ar

peoples callaed of God into tho unity of his church,

This particular fomsulation of the Anglican Church ia
all ifwportent beeause it becaue the basle platform for union
et the first union confevence hold ab Trangusbar in 1919,
louever, while the Anglican communion was busy drawing up
Pletforus, tho Congrogetionalists wore advancing through
organizationss:

“he sueccess of the lational Council has led to the
utherlug of an Inbornational Council represantative of
world wide Congregablonalism. Such essemblies havo
boen held in Yondon in 1091, in Boston in 1899, in
Sdinburgh in 1908, and will mest agein in Boston in
1920, They bave not yet advanced beyond the stage of
meotings for comson discussion and froternal greetin
Un Cobober 19, 1910, the Spiscopal Church at Cincinnati

adoptod & resolution to set up a committee of seven bishops,
deven prosbyiteras, and seven laymen to begin union negotiatilons
With "all Chrlstian coummmions throughout the world which
confess our Lord Josus Christ as Cod end Saviour,® %ith this
resolution the conferences on Faiih and Ordor had their

beginning,>

lpcaneis J. jall, "Union of the Churches,” The New

Schaf'f Howwom Incyclopedia of Relizious Knowlodse, Alls

odited by Sauual g.-’.-acnuIay Jaokson and Ceorge -'a'.‘Igginm Gilmore

(Crand Rapids, lichigen: Bakor Book Ilbuse, 1950), 69 f.
2§1l1iston Wallcer, "Recent Tendencies in the Congre-

%;iz%t;nal Churcheos,"” American Journal of Theolozy, XXIV (Jan.,
F] 10 @

31811, "Union of the Churchess™ p. 70
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The year 1910 was & great landmerl: In the occumenicel
Hoverient, Thors had bsen somo halting moves wade in the
direction of world councils and world Tederations, but with
the conferencs of BZdinburgh the moevement reclly got under

Yoy,

The Pirst great wmeoting of the representatives of
roteatant bodies for cooperation along interdenomi-
hetional line» and internstional linss was the World
Hissionary Confevence held at Edinburgh in 1910. The
Conforence apnointsd a Continuvation Commititen, which
in 1920 was succeeded by the International ¥iasionary
Council, The Council has held mectings similar to that
a% Zdinburght: at Jerusalem in 1928, end at Hedras in
1930, There meetingzg have boen marked by a steady in-
eroase In the «iclaatxtions fron what arc now called tho
"Younger churches, T
Along the sawme lines as the Internationsl MHissionsry
Comeil are the World Conference on Felth and Order, which
has hold mectings et Leusamme in 1927, and at Zdinburgh in
1937, and the Universal Christien Council on Life and Work,
which has hold weetings ot Stoekholwm in 1925, and at Oxford
in 1937, A1l of those organizations are o part of what 1is
callod the "ecumentonl movement."S Edinburgh appeared to all
to be the finel brsak in the rocikribbed wall of denominationa-
ligm,

In 191l a voice from India gives a reason for uhion.

s o« « Ur, Palmer, Blshop of Pombay, expresses it with

hJO'nn Ee E L a =
i e Shrvock iipeions and Charistian Disunion,
Anglican Theolozical !’iav;.aw. XXIT (Dece, 193%), 273 rf.

51bide, pe 283.
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BOME succoss » « » « His thought in a nutshell is that
the unity to which we ars being celled is that of the
great unlversal Church of Christ « « « « And the con-
sumuation is possible, for "Cod wills 1t." Rut for some
tine our work should monaiat of agudy, conforenco and
Prajyer - not schematic procodurs,

An Anglicen writer takes upon himself the bask of de-
fining the fislds of expression in any proposed union:

Liturgy - The federation movement will tond to modify
roebly the worship of tho churches that come within it;
{‘o:* it willl tend to produce thut deeper sppreciation of
the worth of the individusl Christicn which issues from
thoe discovery anew that in the exercise of his personal
faith in God the Christion finds himself a uomber of a
coumunion of faith, and that in his psrgonal devotions
he iz conseiously en orgen of its exproscion.

Confoszionel oxpression - 1) there is somethlng of
greater vorth to Christian churches than the doctrinal
tolicfs they may hold + « »« » 2) this communion with
God in Chriznt ls constiitubed by participation in the
divine purpose to establish a universal humsan kingdom
in which the Spirit of God iz regnent, and it is tho-
roughly moral in character « s « o

Institutionel or practical expression = The Federal
Councill places its principel ewphasis at this point.
Crgonisation and methods ave of groat sccount in this
uovement. Indecd they are essential to a unity which
is wors than wmysticel or sentimentel, It 1s to be noted
that the local ghurch is the unit of orgenisation for

the feodoration,

The Liberal views of tho Congregationalists are reflected
in this comment:

The Congregational Churches undoubtedly favor church

unity theoretically, Bub really effective unity must
be a wntter of assoclation by mutual concession, by

629:-&111913 Js 1all, “"The Church and Christian Reunion,"
Anglican Theological Review, IV (¥ay, 1921), 1 £f.

7Gaorge Cross, "Pederation of the Chwistian Churches in
hmerica, An tvaluation," Americen Journal of Theology, XXIIX




2ly

the surrendor of certain things which while they are
Seon not o be vital ars yet valued and consecrated by
tive. It involves e spirit which can estimate as of
groator worth the things In which Christilens of dif-
I{grcrﬁ: n;&mms are at one than those in whleh They arsc
divided.t

In the sorly 1930's a commitiee with representativos
from almont evory church and mission scciety thet conducted
foreign missions vizited the varlous foreign misaion fioldas.
This comittec conuisted ontirely of laymen and was headed
by #illisn Mocking. The comslttec!s report of 1932 sald
in part:

Organlc union does not seow to us necessaerye It is in
moeny ways an advantage to have in all lands varying
shades of thought and interpretation and a different
suphaslc on significant polnts of organization and
practice 1f thay can be maintained without interfering
with unity of apirit and without inberrupting coopera-
Cive worl for somucn ends. OConfornmity is by no means
desireble. Differences of thought and emphasis should
be wolcomed. Theoy becoms trazic only when oach one of
thoge who disagroe elaime to be Infallibly right, whon
cach excludes the other from fellowship, or when the
disagrecuente reach the point of' engendering hate and
bitterness and dofoat the po;sibility of sharing lifes,
ideals, snd comuon purposes.

Thoze people felt that there was too wmuch emphasis on

-----

concéition. The reel strength of Christianity, according to
thoir thinking, lies in its ebility to nllow a person to

- @ttein to completoneoss and fullness of life. The basic idea

8yalxer, op. oite, ppe 16 £.

PW1lliem Zrness Hocking, Re-Thinldng iilssiona (New York:
llarpor and Brothors Publishers, 1932), p. 93.
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is to use those methods mnd procedures by which 1life can be
brought into its divine posslbilities.lO

Dre John R, Lotb, one time chaimsen of the execubtive
comiittee of the Student Volunteer Movouent and student
Beeretnry of' the international comaittee of tho Y.M.0.4,
(1388), was en Influential figure in wany of the union en-
deavors. e gave some vocormendations for union at the
Foreign ¥igsions Conference of North Aworica, held in June,
1939, ot Swatimors, Here 1s @ eriticlom of his wethod of
union:

o v o Bhat it is aduirabls in securing consultaztions

and cooperatlon, end thet it promotea the charity and

undergtanding which ere a prerequisite for any projocct

of union [ias granted] 3 but the Nethod proventa the

discussion of ths most fundamental questions of reli-

glon, ignores the development of doetrines, and substie

tuter socondery for primary interests. In foct, at

“hesze wectings, "theologicel” hos bocome almost e

dorcgabtory term. It is more than doubtful whethor ﬁw

orgenic unicn can Le cchieved i such 2 WaY « » » »

in a report on the Nethodlat view of ﬁniun, tho Reov.
Hie D, linrvey Galkes his argwsent bsok Lo thoe Wosleys whow
be portrars as the founders of a dynamic fellowship. The
Fethodists are pseuliarly qualified to onter into union
matters beoause of this strong ewphasis on fellowship, KHis
opinion is swmarized thus:

Hothing in my judguent would hasten the consumszation

01hia., pp. ol £,

ualnvyaok, ope cites p. 288,

SETENC NN T iTvag e
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of Union as much as fellowship batween the membaﬁ of’
the sovernl churches ot tho Teble of their ford.

In 192 the Foreign Wisaions Conference of North Amcrica
and the Fedoral Council of Churches had some recoumendetions
for closer union, Uhese recommendations included straeggsing
the exlstant realiiy of immer union, affirming the csaentlel
neness of tholr churches, cckmowledging thelr essential
unity in rites and practices, feeillitating intercommunion,
perticipating in the larger ceumenical uovenont, enlarging
the proctlce of local co-operation, end infusing wniversal
quelitiss into thelr wmore inbimate Christian Pellowship.l3

The goneral tendency to cuphasize intercommunion as the
Gouchstone of wll union is woll oxpressed in the following
article:

‘matever passing expsdients way be adopted to reduce
the cvils of soctarian division, real unilon is vital

to the fulfillwent of our Lordl's Prayor, and of lew
Testament Soaching -~ e union thet will restore full
Lntercommunion hetwesn Christion bellevers; that will
eliminate rivalry botween Christian ministries in their
internal, religious, and sacremental functions, as well
a8 In those external activities which existing federe-
tionz sesk to harmonize; and that will foster such

Worldewide hurmony of working conditiona as is necdful 1,

for the growth of Christians in one mind end one faith.

12‘.’&:1. Te Harveyy "A Hethodist on Church Union," The
Hationel Chrdistian Council Review, LTI (Apre, 19111’. 15T,

13“8pac1fic Suggeations for Immediate Forward Stepsa, "
The -?4:-‘-’-1'5’33.9:.:!: Christien Council Review, LXII (May, 19h2),

23

mﬂall. "Union of the Churches," p. 70.
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In closing thls seetbion it might be well to include the

cormient of one of the lesding figures in tho ecumenical rovc-
monte Hathan Soederblom, one tiwe head of the Church of
Swoden, after a seriocs of atbewpts at union with thoe Church
of fngland, sald, "the task of reunion is not to stitch to-
gether & pateh work quilt, but only to repair a coat which
has burst at the seaus."L5

Aftor estsblishing the goneral thought pattern that pre-
valled while the Chuveh of South India was in its formative
stage, we turn to Uhe actunl astages of thls development.
this materlel is best considered in three sectionst the period
of clozer co-cporation, the union endeavors from 1919 to 1930,

and the union endeavors fronm 1930 to 1947,
The Period of Closer Jo-Operation

The period of ¢loser co-oporation begins about the
ulddle of tho nineteenth century. The missionsries of
several missions gotierad in 1855, 1857, end 1058 to find
areas of co-operation, In 1879 a uissionary conference of
soutl: Indie and Ceylon wes held.l® Host of these woetings

wers directed at avoiding duplication of work in arcas where

Byelter 3illen, "Nathan Soedorblom and Chrigticn Unity,"
Christendou, XII (195;-7). 3la.

16Kormeisl.t Scott Latourstbe, "Ffho Gremnt Century," A Hig-

tory of the Zxpansion of Chrlstianity (Second edition; Hew
Torks  Werger oot Paetey ots, 10)), VI, 209.
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Protestant wmianions wore woricing-“

By 1897 some of the fruits of thls co-operation became
evident in the ledres erem, In that year Klssionary iiller
of the ¥row Church persuaded the C.X.S. and the Woélﬂﬂnﬂ to
Join the Mrso Churchi's educational programs, This endeoavor
brought about ths formation of the intordenonminationsl ladras
Christian Collage.lf

One oxplsnation of this froe co-operation is given by
the fact ©het the netive Indien workers wers not as awerc of
the denonlnstional differences as wore the missionaries. The
obier slgnificant explanation 1s that the miszsionaries them-
selves ofton falt coupletely frec fron any conbrol on the
pert of' the sending agencles, Already in the 18L0%s mis-
slonaries suprorted by Congregetionsl Churches md no seruples
sbout ingtituiing Fresbytorian forms of church govarnment,l?

Confercncoa held at Jubbulpors in 1909 and 1911 produoeé!
a plan for u federation of Christian Churches in India, Those
meetings wore grostly influenced by the genoral tide of
ecumenicity throughout the world., The particulaer agont
et vork in Indila was John R. kott, who, as chéirman of the
Continuaticn Cownibtteo set up at Sdinburgh in 1910, brought

17mig., pe 130,
16Ihiﬂn’ P 120,

19r0hn 3. Chandler. Seventy-Five Years in the Nadura
Blasion (iladrag: Amariéan Tacura nisslon, €. 1 s Peo .
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his influence to bear ou tho regionnl conforences held in
Indla, Nott aildn't forgot to bring his liberal views with
him as he worked for the organization of provincial rep:!"e-
sentotive councils which in turn would forms a national -
council, 20

‘he Reformed Church in America considered 1904~1913 as
the period whon unicn enterprissg with other donominations
¥ore being developed. They also considered this as a poriod
vhen the lecdersnip and control of tha India missioln was
bolng put wors snd wore into the hands of the Indlesns.2l
This developuent toward union is also reflected in the for-
mation of tho National Christien Couneil in India in 192),22
The plomning for this Council had begun alveady in 1909, In
actuality the formation of this Council did not influence
the migsions in south India too greatly at this time bocause
the Hotionel iissionary Council was formed in this sawe yoars
Betwoen 1917 ung 12919 the churshes in south Ind!.ﬁ continued
to negotiate with the north for an Alleindia Church., %his
was particularly true of tho Presbyberians, liowevor, when
negotiations wore opened with the Anglican Church in 1919 the
scone of intorest changed to south India ené remainod thore.23

?Ozatourstte, op. oibs, pe 210
®lmid., p. 163.

221018., p. 210 £

23p, Bhaskere, "Church Union in Tndis," The Hational

Chrdstion Council Heview, XLV {(Feb,, 1925), .

e e G R s s ]
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Tho Unilon Bndesvers from 1919 to 1930

It is apperent from the foregeing that the apirit of
wnion was in the air, and unfon institutions end union efforts
%ere being encoureged. Young Wom's Christian Associlation,
Toung Wowen's Christion Association, Christian Bndoavor, ond
sinilar wovements brought peoplo together, and thoso people
learned to mce that all were really one in Christ and there-
fors should also be in one Churche It remained for an Angli-
can Biszhop, the Rte Reve V. 8. Azarish of Dornskal, to put this
genoral f'scling of unity into action. Bishop Azarieh and
others who wore similarly minded presented this mabter of
union to a group oil pastors and loaders who had met for &
conforence on evangelism st Tranguebar in 1919, All but two
mombers ot this confereonce were Indisns, The Anglican Church
in Indie and the South Indie United Churceh reaponded to the
Poquest of Bishop Azarisgh and appointed commitiscs to meot
for further consultation.ah

The particuler proposal brought forward by Bishop Azo-
riah wae based on the Loubeth umadrilateral, which we hava
mentioned before.25 Howevey, it was noecessary to expand on
the fourth point of the Lambeth Quedrilateral, namely, ths
lilstoric Episcopate, locelly adapbad. It was explained that

’)] £ ’ "
Johu J. Bamings, ' "Church Union in South Ipdia,
Christendom, XIi (19,7), 346 #f.

255upma Pe 20,
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the acceptence of the oplscopate does not !mrolv;: the accep=
tange of auy thoory of the origin of tho epiacopacy nor any
doctrinel interprotation of it. Also the accepbance of the
Historic Wplacopate would not eall into question the validity
of the ordeors of the uniting clurehos, It was agreed at
Tranguebar that the non-inglican churches should present
candidates for the offlce of bighop, and that three or more
blshops of the Anglican communion would lay their hands on
theme Ac soon s this wes ‘ncoomplished the two bodies would
be In inteveommunion. Sirz;:a there would not bo snough bishops
to colebruts comaunion in all areas, a special sorvice of
comiseloning would be held to euthorizo all minigters of
both sides Lo officilete ot the comwumion. The following added
course of metion was presented:

* v » Hinisters of either body not desiring to officlate

at the commuunion in the other Church would be under no

obligution to present themselves, as full libexty would

bo elaimed for individuals on the extrome wing of eagh

body to maintain their prosent views and practices.Z0

This first meoting et Tranguebar in 1919 led to twenty =
oight yearsz of negotiations. At this meeting the Gemsral
Assenbly of the south Indiz Unibted Church and the Episcopal
Symod of the Church of Ingland in India appointed reprosen-
tatives to work on a joint cowmittes. This comuittec hed
its first woeting ab Dengalore in March, 1920 During this
firat mecting the commibtec made it plein that organic union

265, 1. 3. Rewlinson, The Ghuroh of South Indie (Londons
Hodder and Stoughton, 1 S"ii)a PP-
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%ae deslred snd issued this statoment on the oplscopacy?

#¥e bellove that the prinsiple of the Historic Episcopate
iz 2 constitutional form is that which is more 1ikely
then any other %o promote and preserve the unity of tho
Church; therefors we accept it s a basis of with-
out ralising other questions about splacopacyes

A% thig samo mecting the South India United Church made

it elear thut nfger the vnicn its ministers (presbyters)

. should bo rPocogmized without reordination, This in turn

ralsed mony gquostions about the catholicity of the proposed
Church of South Indis in the minds of many Anglicens. However,
at this meeting no difficuliies were seen by the Angl.icans.-as

“he third meeting of the joint commitioe was hold at
Vadves in 1921, This gathoring workked at the taslk of drawing
Up & more debailed statement of egreemont, The matters under
discusslon iricluded such things as govermment in the future
wited echurch, the powers of the bishops, the use of eorcods,
and the implications of the declaration of sszent, confir-
wation, merriage, intercommunion, and the winistry of the
chureh, 29

In 1923 the joint committoe hold its fourth mesting.
This mosting was dodicoted for the most part to the formula-
tion of e proposanl for the mutual commissioning of miniaters.
This proposal was aimed at bringing ebout a unificd ministry

2T1bid., p. 26.
2a="' 1d'l Pe 270

i

1o, oit.
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at the outsst in the proposed united church¢39
fiow life wen given to the unlon negotiations when the
¥esloyan isthodist Church entered negotiations in 1925 with
the ofher two churenes.3l This turn of events brought yet
another forw of churcih govornment to be consolidated in the
Plans for unicn.
“hile the United Church of South Indle wes waking quite
& fow demends about the opiscopacy, 1t did not have to beo s0
concerned about maintaining fellowship with its parent bodies.
However, the anglican group was having quite a bit of qiffi-
eulty in convincing the chureh authorities in England., This
diffiewity wes pointed out in the goneral eall to prayor
ismued Ly the joint committee in 19263
That all dirfficulties in the way of union may be
ronioved.
That all Christian people, laymen and ministers,

Hay worit for the consunmation of union,
Thet the liisslonary Socleties and Churches in England

ge;.,f be z:ayourably inelined to sup;gst the union of tho
slarehon in India into one Churchs

lowever, ths agitation on the part of the Anglicans In
soubh Indie was not reatrictod to prayer. Already in 1923
it wes shown thet changes in the chureh in India, the govern-

went in India, the Church of England, the world, and in

30]1’5-&', Pe 28.
311.-03. cit.

320y » U " lational Christien Council
yer o Unlon," The Natio Laptgbian vounctl
Reviow, XLVI (June, 1926}, %53 7:




