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CIIAPTER I
THE PROBLEM OF CIURCH UNIOH

Yhe second half of the nineteenth and the firat half
of the twentisth century have seen an inereascd emphasis
being placed on union among tho variocus evangeliecal (or
Protestant) churches. WYhis union emphasis esteblished 1t~
sell’ in thet werld wovement usually called the ecumcnical
mevemente This wovement secws to stom from a one-sided
enphasis on the doctrine of the Church, the assumption
being that if the Church is one organizationally, 1t will

not be long until it becomes one in doetrincs This is worked

out practically by mixing all of the teachings and practices
of the svangelical churches with the hope of distiliing from
this mizxture the Universal Church. The mattor resolves it-
self wors in the direcetion of super-denominationalism than
in the dirscition of the Churche

The gonersl probloms involved in church union can be
groupod under the headings of organization, doctrine, and
liturgys All of these factors have to be taken into considera-
tion when two or wuors bodies engago in negotiations for union.
liost sttoupts at union have tended to overemphasize one or
the othsr of these wethods, In Roman Catholicism weo find
unlon resting very hoavily on orgenization, in Lutheranism
the emphasis is ghiTted to tho aide of doctrine, and in the
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rewaining -so-called svaugelical bodles the ewphasis has becn
placed on liturcy.

The varlous groups which meke up the Chureh of South
India fall mainly into the group referrcd to as evangolical
churches, It is gomewhat auazing to £ind that the grestest
Problem of union in the Church of 3cuth India was not cnly
liturgical, but also organizational, The varlous bodies
Torming this united church followed the cougregational,
pPresbytericn, and opiscopel forms of church govermucnt.

Une of the purposes of this papor will be to trace the his-
tories of Lhe unléing bodics end to show how a prolonged
porlod of ce-cporation finally led to sn adjustment which
allowed theue seeuingly conbradictory forms of church govern~
@ont to usswie & now form that atiempted to combine olements
of all thres original forms.

The methoed of procedure in this paper will be to trace.
the historical developuent of the Church of South Indla,
however, with no thought of submitting o complete or compro
henaive history of this body. I shall use only those points
of higtory which point to the finel consumaantion of union.
for this reason 1t will be iwpossible to note all of the
various stations ané workars, or to give a googrephic outline
of the churches involved. This would involve the writing of
ssveral voliuyge, People make nowa, but events meke history.
For this rcason only the uein events in the union wovement

loading toward the forusstion of the Church of South Indla
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will £ind uwention in this papewr.

The proposed contribution of this thesis will be to
show that insteazd of moving toward the universal or ccumeni-
cal chureh, the wovewent producing the Church of South India
actually tended more towsrd e union on the gimple basils of

what three church groups happencd to hold in common.




CHAPTER II
BRINF NISTORIES OF CONSTITUENT CHURCHER

The three churches which constitute the Church of South
India arc ¥ne Church of Indis, Burma and Ceylon, The South
Indlo United Church, end Tho South India Provincial Synod of
the iethodis® Church. The brief histories of these three
bodies are designed %o show the large amount of co-operaticn
displayed by these bodies during their status as mi.ssinns in

India,

The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon

This chureh had 1lts genosis from the mission activity

of thres groups in the Anglican Church in inglend, Thes=o

thre: sroups ere the Soclety for tha Fropagetion of Christian
Knovledge, the Scelety for the Fropagation of tho Gospel, and |
the Church Hissionary Sceloty.t

The 3.P.C.X. was founded in London in 1699 to minister
to Englishmwen in other lends and to presech the Gospel to the
hoethen. This society supported C, F. Schwartsz (a Iutheran)
from 1767-1798 while ho was working in Trichinopoly and Tane-
Jore. 1In 182l all the stations begun by the S.FP.C.K. were

ok Slﬂeraarter roferred to as the 3.FP.C.X.; S5.P.0.; and
sidaw e



transferred to the S.P.G.2

The S.P.0. was founded in London in 1701 to cars for
Inglishmen in Yorelgn parts and to win tho heathen by the
Gospel. It inherited the work of the 3.P.C.K. in India in
1824.3 1% begen regular work in India in 1835-1" The S.P.Ga

began work in Ceylon in 1840 and started work in Durma in
1852,5
The evangelicel movenent sbtarted by Charles Simeon of

Cambridge was one of the Tactors which produced the C.X.5.

The G.i.3, wes orgenized in 1799. AL first 1t supporbed
€. T. Thenius, a Cernan Iutheran, because of the lack of
treined Mnglican missionuries. In 1820 the C.X.3. toock over
the work ztarted by Schwartz in Tinnevelly, It expanded into
the Telugu area in 181.;0.6

During the eighbeenth cenbtury the (.ii,3, drew moat of its
uissionaries from the missionary school at Basels. These men
Wore ordained in the Lutheren manner and followed Lutharan
custoua on the mission fielde The same situation held in the
5ePeCoX. and the Danish Society. Around 1818 the CJi.S.

2John Aberly, An Outline of Hissiona (Philadelphies
iuhlenberg Press, 1005), PPs S0 il.

3Ib1d.p De 56-
}
"Dbid., p. 53
51'

aido’ P 133,

6Ib:ld-., Pr. 56 anda 82,
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began insisting thet Anglican forms of sexvice, the Couwmon
Prayer Bocl, be used on tho wission field. Still later tho
C.lis8, agitzted for re-ordination of the "Luthorans” and a
subsequent regquest wes made that they give up their right of
oerdalning native clergy in defercnce to the bishop. This
friction soon reduced the co-operablon betwsen the Lutheran
end the Anglican gending agencies.! By 1836 the Anglicans
had a strong encugh grasp on the fiold in south India %o
change the Lutheren order to Angliean.a

Some vital information on the progress of union can be
found in the internzl affelrs of the Anglicans. then Hebsr

Tellowed iiiddleton as the second bishop in India, the S.F.G.

unreservedly handed over the entirs diroction of its missionary

work to the bisghop, and conbented itself with becoming prac-
ticelly o collscting agency for missionary gifts. Howover,
the C.i1.5. wanted to keep control of all phascs of its mis~
slonoary worike In 1836 the C.M.S. walts forced to grant Bishop
Daniel Wilzonm the right to make and cancol all missionary
sppolntuents. In 1849 the C.H.S. had to fight for its right
to sover connections with an unwented and undesirable mis-
sionary. Between 1876 end 1880 a fight raged bscause Bishop
R. 8. Copleoston tried to put his young cheplains over the aged
and evangelical workers of the C.M.3. in the Ceylon Coolile

Trulius Richter, A IHustory of Missions in Indie (Iondons
Oliphunt Anderson and Feﬁ'ﬁ?fxlmmw— .

8iberly, op. cites pe 5Te
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kission. Finelly the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Arch-
bishop of York gave a dociusion which neaogn:l.zad the relative
Independence of the G.H.8. in the exc_rc:lné of ita miasicnary
astivivies, This entire strife and debato demonstrated tho
desire of she bichops to obtain an independent Intersst in
work on vhe mission field. This dosire to be an independent
group is brougnit out forcefully in the ultimate union of the
Church of South Indie in 197« DBut for the present we muat
note that in 1901 the C.M.3. thought it the height of arro-
sance for thu Anglican bishops - - at their Calcutta Synod in
Janvary - - to demaend that the "Church of FEngland” become the
"Chureh of India."? Tho ectusl sproad of the Anglican cowme
munlon cen be traced by the addition of new dioceses. Iaw
dlocescs of the Indian church were formed at iHadras (1835),
Bowbay (1037), Lahore (1877), Travancore (1879), Chota Nagpur
(1890), Lucimow (1893), Timmevelly (1896), Hegpur (1502),
Dornaial {1912), end Agsaw (1915).20

The South Indis TUnlted Church

‘i“he fouth India United Church is & collection of misaions
begun in south India by ths Presbyterians, the Fres Church
of Scotland, the Roformued Church in America, the American

“Richier, op. eit., p. 160.

10, - 3
The Cepuchin Mlssionary Unit, Indila and Its XMlssions
(ew Yorik: The Mselillen Gompany,'lm p. 188,
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Board of Comuissioners for Foreign Miasions, the London
Hlsslonary Socisty, and the Basol Missionery Socicty. This
group hed sageged in various degreeos of oo—operution during
tiie nineteenth cenbtury and finally fomed the South Indie
United Chureh in 1908.

The London iszionery Societyll wes founded in 179% for
the purpeso of ecalling the heathon into the fellowship of
Godls Son. The missions were allowed to adopt such form of
church govermuent as to them appeared to be in agreement with
the word of God. By 1796 the L.H.5. was sending wissiloneries
to India, The Le.M.3. was Tomnded to unite all Paedo-Bapbtists
in Creat Britoin in the work of missions., It works under an
interdenominationsl charter, bub as other denominations formed
their oun organizebions, it became almosi entirsly dependent
on Congregationsl churchss for support. The L.H.S. was active
in Geleutin, Travancove, and the Tamil country by 1830 and
had a woll orpgenizod and ostablished mission programel2 1In
the beginning the L,li.5. began with a Lutheran trained mis-
slonery in the person off William Tobims Ringeltaube. Ringoli-
taube worked for the L.M.S. from 1006-1816. From this early
attempt ths L.H.8. mission had grown to eighteon missionaries,
431 netive woriers, 368 churches, 11,388 church members, and

llﬁareafter relerred o as L.J.8.

12.&1’@1‘1?. _92- Git-, PI 155'.
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18,000 children under instruction by 1911,13

The Amcrlcan Board of Commissioners for Foreign lis-
310!'1811* might bo congidered the American counterpart of the
LelieB. since both orgenizations are interdenominationzl as
well as econgrogabional in character. The A.B.C.P.M. owez itz
beglniing to liew lngland Congregotlonslism, but later and for
meny years it also incorporated into its organization Brosby-
berions, Duteh feformed, and other churches asz \'3'011. es wlssion
societics and individual misslonsries.l5 The hilstory of tho
A.B.C.F.00. Degine in 1906 viien o revitelizod congregationslism
evolved ni'ler o group with uniterien btendencles split from
the main body of Oongregnivionalists. At thils time verious

assoelatlons were developed to cope with this problem (uni-

tarienicm). The CGonoral Associstion convened at Bradford in
1910. It resceived a petition for begimning nission work
signed by Adounirem Judson, Jre., Samuel Hott, Jr., Szmusl Ja
Hills, ond Samuel Hewoll. 'This brought about the formation
o' the A,B.0".He with nine membors.

The 4.8.0.F.%. in turn set up a Prudentisl Committee to

deal with sending out wissionaries and financing them. When

131, H. Hacker » Kerale the Land of Pelms (London: ILondon
Mssionary Society, 1912), Pe 17

n'fitersaﬁ:er roforrad o a3 A.D.C.JMalis

15%00n Arpece, "An Actual Ixperiment in Hon-Sectarlan
Hlgsionary Activity,” American Journal of Theology, XI
(apr., 1907), 217.
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o action was Tortheowmlng by 1011, Judson went to Iondon and
entorsd into negotiations with the L.il.S. end obtained come
miar;-icms for himsell and his thros cowpenions. This action
50 stirred the Hoard thet upon Judsonls return they wers

ready to tale over the young men themselves, Thesno men were
Prowpily ordnined, but their departurs was delayed becauss of
lmpending war with ingland, Finally in February, 1812, the
Judsons, lewolls, Hobtts, end Messrs, Hall and Rice sailed for
India, The men wet with a frigid recoption in Indis and had
to live alwost like fugitives. Judson soon soceded to the
Daptists and the other men were soon weakened in health and
discouraged. The Hadura territory was enterod in 183l and
ledras was oponed in 14536, The work was begimning to make
heedway when it was serlously reduced by the business de-
Presajon of 1437 which caused the closing of 171 free
achoola.lé g
1870 marked the revival of work in the Hadura arean,
Pesumslai Seminary became & tra:lning school for ministers
and thelr wives. At thils time we note the formation o,t a
Christian Vermacular Bduecation Society and an
Socioty smong the natives of coylon.rf_

1GW1111am Fe Strong, The
(Chicagos The Pilgrim Prau,

171b1a., Pp. 240 £f.
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The conditions on the fleld made it luwperctive that the
miselonaries of all scoletles stick together. The Christian
Mllisnce was forwed ab Rowbay in 1871 and met again at Alla-
habad the Tollowing year. Twenty societlos wore rapree:entad.la

The AB.C.7.il. presents a atudy in losses and galns, OF
the enrly supporters, "01ld School” Presbyberisns left in 1837,
the Central end Southern Board left in 1339, and the American
Hissionary Associabion was formed by snother group in 18L6.

In 1857 the Reformed Church withdrew. In .India tho A.B.C.T.H.
formed a Missionery Union at Bowbay with the L,M.8., C.H.S. »
and Seottish Miscion Soeiety. In 135) the A.B.C.F.H. allied
i%aell with tho Turkish Mission Aid Soolety in Pngland. In
1863 the A.B.0.7.1. veceived finaneisl aid f'vom the Fres
Church of Scotland.t?

By 1075 the A.B.C.7.H. was strongly advoceiing a self-
supporting indigenous churche By 1887 the liberal theologi-
col principlos of the A.B.C.F.lie beceue so obvicus that umen
o' auy theologicsl backbone at all were forced ﬁo withdrawe

¢ this same tinme agltation was advanced to have tho so-
callod undenominational A.8.C.F .M. attach itself orgenically
to the churches it served. This general tendency brought
gbout a guicker weaning of the wisaion churches. Aftor 1885

there is alresdy a distinet trend o turn over the work to

W1p1a,, pp. 10 7.

191pid., pp. 308 £r.
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native hands. In India there wea forwed a Natlonal Home
Vlsslonary Socieby about 1900 when the union of missions was
receiving strong cncouragement at the Zcumenical Conferences
In Tew York (1900}, Hadras (1902), Shanghail (1907), and
Zinburgh (191.0). This same ecumenical spirit prevailed im
Aerica bringing obout the organization of the Zoung Feople'ls
Society of Christien Indesvor (1881), the 3tudent Volunteor
Tovement (1880), the Younz Peoplels lMissionary Hovement (1902),
and the Laymen's lissionary Movement (1906),20

The Dagel Mission was originally financed by o grant of
10,000 thelers from Prince Vietor of Shdnberges This grent
and the ordinetion of Jolm Christoph Lehner, Christoph
Leonhard Greiner, and Smmel Hebich on March 16, 183l, wark
the beginning of this mission’s work in India., After consul-
batlon with the C.M,S5. it was docided to begin work on the
west cosnt of Tndia. Upon arrival in Indla, the thres wis-
slonaries set up headquariers at liangalore and cormenced work
in the Konkeni and Canarese languages. Huch of their early
work was owong iuropeans and some supply work was done in
Anglican churchos. The first school was started in 1836, the
sems year that Dr. He M8gling oame to the field,2t

The Bagel Mission Soclety carried on a large part of its

201pbid., pp. 320 £F.

2lesor, i h of Indla (llangalore:
ge He Thomssen, Samueal febich o
Basel lission Dook ond Tra:e?'ﬁfo'p?I’Eory. 19157, ppe Ll ff.




13
work throigh the press. Thic soclety was the first to take
gction apgninst sovernment control in the school system. In
1860 it severed itz connection with the governuent cysbeom
and orgonized along ite own lines. Tho result waes that the
government erushad their schools and by 1867 the missioneries
were plecding for a ro-union with the govornment systom.22
This group has besn accustomed to call 1tself evangelical
rather than Lutheran and so came to be affilisted with the
South Indie United Church rather than the Federastion of

Latheran dssions., 23

the Presbyberlons were active supporters of that group almost
froa its bogloming in 1810. However, the Presbyterian come-
mmion was going into a period of union at this time =nd by
about 1835 can be considered to have its own mission in Indiae,
In 1882 o projsct by thirbeeh societies to found o theologi-
cal seuinory at Allshebad faileds In 1901 a congress ol de-
logates met at Allshebad and mado somo progress toward unifi-
cation, Theze atitewpts at union ran as follows:

In October of the same year (1901) the miszsionaries
of the United Free Church and of the American Reformed
Arcot Ilis=zion banded themselves together at Vellore under
the denipnation of the Unitod South Indian Church, Ter-
minal negotiations were then carried through in INorth

India: on December 19th, 190, tho FPresbyterian Church
of Indies came into existence, and held its first General

22Rich‘bax-, op. eit., pr. 283 £r,

23aberly, op. cit., pp. 06 .
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Synod abt Allohebad. Thus there is now intimate com-
wunion bebween the native Christians gethepred in by
olght Fresbyterian misslonary sccieties.

The Church of Scotlend Eission specialized in higher
education, liadras pesidents supported similar work in lodras
and secured John Anderson as principel of the college in 1837,
This has zince developed inte the imdrss Claistian College,
which under Prineipal Hiller becsue ohe of ths foromost
colleges in India Goward the end of the last cenbury. 25

ATer troeing the origins of the various uniting bodiles
We come Lo The formation of the South India United Church,.
Tho miszsion supported by the A.B.C.JF.H. in 1901 appointod
Chendler, Tracy, Horrick, Thirithuvathasan, and ¥. J. Taylor
a8 & comsibiee o mect with reprosentatives of the L.M.S.

The L.M.5. forwed a Joint Goumities on Unlon by appointing
four wen by the South India District Committce and the Tra-
vancore llission respectively. This combined committec early
fsked for permission to woet with the standing comsittee on
union of the Prosbytoriens who in 1901 had organized undor

the name, "Synod of the South Indien United Church,"” which

2,"'Ric'.h'l;(a:r-, op. ¢it., p. h35. "ilote"” - Tho churches en-
tering the Presbyterian union were: The United Free Church of
Scotland, the Established Church of Scotland, the Inglish,
Irish, Conadian, and American Presbyteriaens, and the Ameriean
Reformed Church end the Welsh Calvinists. The American "United
Prestytorions,"” the Scoteh "Original Secession,” and a fow
sualler Prosbyterian missions did not enter.

25?01&0; PP 32 .
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vas o merger of the lNedres United Froe Church of Beotland
Hilgslon end the Awmerlesn Avcot Wission. Permission was
Erented sud an informal weebing wus held ab the timo of the
Fedrae Decenninl Conference in December, 1902. After this
bhe joint commitice agreed to censc negotiations with the
Presbyterians until they ocould perfect their union with the
lerges Frosbhylerian group in Indla.

The first penersl assewbly of the proposed United
Churchos of Southern India was held in Hadras in July, 1905.
The Ceylon miszsion of the A.B.C.F.M. joined the group a2t this
time. Dr. Duthio of Hagercoll was chosen president; lir. J.
Ps Cotelingen, vice-presgident. The weeting lasted thres doys
end it was agreed to meet aganin vefore 1907.

The type of union proposed is clearly illustreated by &
resolution of the sxocubive committee, which states:

Yhe Union, hereby inaupurcted, is one whose objoet is

nelvher o bind down the churches to any denominational

orgoenisation, nor to restrict, by the imposlition of eny
crecd, tlie frecdont o elther church or individusl. It
iz o union which binds together, in the love of' Christ
end of one another, all who acknowledge Him os Lord and

Savicur. The iandividuel churches and the loezl unions
of those churches are Ireo to expross their ideals of

orgenlisation, and their conceptilon of the faith of Christ,

under the guldence of the Spirit, which loads into the
whole truth. Differences, which mey distinguish, do

not divide; they are only of valus as they minlster to
that common life which all have received fryom our common
Loxrd. In our participation in that common 1lifs vie ars
unitod both to Him ané to ons another, le stand, thore-
foro, not os a2 union which execludes any of like precious
Paith, but as a union whilch invites into its feollowship
all who feel that, in the deoper and larger matters of
the Christian life, they are one with us in loyalty and
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devotion to the Iord Jesus Christ,20

leomwhile things were happening in the Presbyterian
fold, In 1v0l. the FPresbybterian Church in Tndia was orgenizod
vith the Synod of the South Indian Tnited Church joining on
Phe condition thet it would be free to join the union move-
wents In south India.

flogotiations betwecn the South India Synod and the
Hadura Church Union were roopensd in 1905, In 19056 the
dadura Cnurch Unlon hed its second asgsombly &t iladura with
Cotelingen as prealdent. Dre Vyclhof{ of Vellore and ileve
Yo Dy Raglvich of lindras repressnted the South Indlan Synod.
The joint comuitbes of the United Churches and the South Indla
Synod propozed & cehemae of union which was unanimously
adopted. In July, 19006, the scheme was formally inaugurated
in ladras and the Zouth India United Chureh came into being.
wyekoff wor elected the first president, Cotelingen vice-
prosident, and Herrick scerebtary. Under this organization
the missions origineted by the A.D.0.F.l. changod their three
local church unions intc tho 2ast Church Council and the West
Churel: Gouneil.27

As time went on the other miamsions in south India hed a
chance o observe the general functioning of the now South

. i"-’6.1%:}::11 5, Chandler, Scventy-Five Years in the Madura
Hission (Phil;&elphiaa 'ﬁﬂﬂ."&:ﬁg;g Fross, 1905)s PPe 315 Lo

*Tmia., pp. 37h fe.
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India Unitod Church. Sowe progress is shown when
« v o 1n 1919 o notable step was taken by the admission
of' the churches of the Besel lMisaion in the Malabar Dis-
trics, which acceptod the Basis of Union without altera-
Tlon. The United Church thus stretches from Calicut %o
Jaline, snd from Vizegapatem to Cape Comordn. Its
churchics, organiszed under eight Church Couneils, are
found in fourteon Districts of the Hudras Presidency,
in ;i;i:xrc.- sbotes of Travencore and iysors, and in llorth
Ceylone <t

The South India Frovineial Synod of the Methodist Church

The Weoleyan Nethodist Mission Society is one ol the
oldest socletlos worlding in south India. The work of this
socleby was begun in 1813 at the urging of -Dr. Thowas Colts,
Who wiih six olher wisslonories was sent %o India in 1813.

I io rether Aifficult to establish tho actual progregs
of the kethodists bocause of the wide differsnces in roports.
One repert statos that between the begimning of work in
south India and 1850 there was rapid advence, while another
report stntesz that the work was practicslly at a standstill
dering this poriod.

“he acbual beglmning of work may bo described thus:

The Wesleyans . . » began their worlc In the Tamil coun-

try in 1018 at Trichinopoly, and from 1321 onwerds eox-

tended it to Hanavgudi, liagapatam, lelecattam, and to
the highly situated end healthy city of Bangelore.

In this town they comwenced their Kanarese iiszion in

1035, . « . and in Hysore (1338). In this part of In-
dia . o o they thus won for themsclves & leading position.29

28 ~ .
Joim Licionzie, editor, The Christian Pasic in Indla
(Iondon: HeHillaon aﬁd Co., Limited, 1929), Ps 207«

29:!18]‘1&91"' _‘_’Eo cit., p- 1600
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Tho Nethodist wission was carried on wostly through
literature and education, (It is easy to ses why the Letho-
dists had interost in about 1200 achools by 1950.) Tho
Heherajah. of iiysore bullt one of the schools and helped to
pey for the printing press at iysore. In 1851 the combined
Ploes of Alexander Duff and of E. J. Hardy of Bengelors had
little aff'set on the wisslonery secrebaries. They sald Indie
Wwas a quiet, civilized country, %The Mubiny of 1857 changed
this type of thinking. By 1860 new forces were beilng sent
%o Indim. At thils time the Mothodists had only 159 meumbors
In the ledraz District and 222 in Mysore, Up till this time
the schools were wostly for boys, but after 1360 girls®
dchools were officlally opened, After 1880 emphasia was also
givon to primery education, which had been neglected thus
far,30 1 1099 they opened a training college at Guindy,
near ladras, for catechists ond teachers.3t

Though the Methodist Church wes fragmented to sowme ex-
font in “nglend, yet 1t menaged to work together with somo
degrec of co-operation on the wission field in India, Begin-
ning in 1797 end continuing till about 1852 the Wesleyan
Hethodlst Church had undergone a splintering effoct. These
various pleces weore brought together in some degree by the

uniting of the misszionary soeleties in 1932, This was

30cyril J. Davey, The lMavch of Hethodiswm (liow York:
Fhilosophical Librery, 1051), PPs 10 i1

31richter, op. cite, p. Li26.
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tonaldered the achlovement of lethodist union. The groups
in this movement wero tho Wealoyen ilethodists, Primitive
Hethodiste, ond United Hethodista, who in 1932 had 22,000
foll mewbers ond 123,000 in the Christian community in

south India.,32

As has beon sitated before, this is not :!.nicndad to be
& comprehensive history of eny of the various mission churches
whicn leter on made up the Church of South India. Rather,
Vheso skelches are intended to point out the corrson origin
of many of the migsion socletles, and to call atiention to
the loose fowms of co-operation which lster became closer

Co~oporatives and Tinally led to union.

32navey, op. eit., pp. Gl and 125,




CHAPPER IXI

FACTORS LEADING UP Y0 THE UNION

Tho Thought Trends Regarding Union

In appraiging thoe factora leading up to the union whid
Produced tho Chureh of South Imdla it 1s well to take into
Conglderablon firsgt the thought trends in tho world in the
last helf of the ninoteenth cantury and espscially in the
fira% half of the twentieth cenbury. In the period Irom
1910 onwards the idcas on union become inereasingly plenti-
ful, Afber an examination of the tronds towards ecwsenicity
and the Thinlzing of churchwmen on this subject have been o
Plored, the cetuanl nogotilations for union will be considered.

Some of the leaders in the scumenical movam§nt were
Tound in the Anglican Church. Since 1853 the Angliean Church
has had various joint commitiecs to study the metter of church
unity. In 1886 the Iousze of Bishops issued 1ts "Declaration
of Unity." This decleration was incorporated in the Lambeth
Gonference of 1803, and beeame known @és the Lamboth Quadri-
laterol. fhe basic fentures of the declaration are:

) The Holy Scriptures of the 0ld end YNew Tosbtaments,

as contaelning all things necessary to salvation, and

as being the rule and uvlbtimate standerd of faithj b)

Yhe Apostolic Crced, as the Baptlsmal Symbol; and the
ilicene Oreed, &s the sufficient statement of the Chrig-
tian faith; o) The two sacraments ordeined by Christ
himgelf - Baptism and the Supper of the Iord - ministored
with unfailing use of Christts words of Imstitution,
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and of the sloments ordained by Himy d) Tho Historic

Eplacopuie, locally adepted in the methods of iba ad-

winisteation to the varying necds of the nations ar

peoples callaed of God into tho unity of his church,

This particular fomsulation of the Anglican Church ia
all ifwportent beeause it becaue the basle platform for union
et the first union confevence hold ab Trangusbar in 1919,
louever, while the Anglican communion was busy drawing up
Pletforus, tho Congrogetionalists wore advancing through
organizationss:

“he sueccess of the lational Council has led to the
utherlug of an Inbornational Council represantative of
world wide Congregablonalism. Such essemblies havo
boen held in Yondon in 1091, in Boston in 1899, in
Sdinburgh in 1908, and will mest agein in Boston in
1920, They bave not yet advanced beyond the stage of
meotings for comson discussion and froternal greetin
Un Cobober 19, 1910, the Spiscopal Church at Cincinnati

adoptod & resolution to set up a committee of seven bishops,
deven prosbyiteras, and seven laymen to begin union negotiatilons
With "all Chrlstian coummmions throughout the world which
confess our Lord Josus Christ as Cod end Saviour,® %ith this
resolution the conferences on Faiih and Ordor had their

beginning,>

lpcaneis J. jall, "Union of the Churches,” The New

Schaf'f Howwom Incyclopedia of Relizious Knowlodse, Alls

odited by Sauual g.-’.-acnuIay Jaokson and Ceorge -'a'.‘Igginm Gilmore

(Crand Rapids, lichigen: Bakor Book Ilbuse, 1950), 69 f.
2§1l1iston Wallcer, "Recent Tendencies in the Congre-

%;iz%t;nal Churcheos,"” American Journal of Theolozy, XXIV (Jan.,
F] 10 @

31811, "Union of the Churchess™ p. 70
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The year 1910 was & great landmerl: In the occumenicel
Hoverient, Thors had bsen somo halting moves wade in the
direction of world councils and world Tederations, but with
the conferencs of BZdinburgh the moevement reclly got under

Yoy,

The Pirst great wmeoting of the representatives of
roteatant bodies for cooperation along interdenomi-
hetional line» and internstional linss was the World
Hissionary Confevence held at Edinburgh in 1910. The
Conforence apnointsd a Continuvation Commititen, which
in 1920 was succeeded by the International ¥iasionary
Council, The Council has held mectings similar to that
a% Zdinburght: at Jerusalem in 1928, end at Hedras in
1930, There meetingzg have boen marked by a steady in-
eroase In the «iclaatxtions fron what arc now called tho
"Younger churches, T
Along the sawme lines as the Internationsl MHissionsry
Comeil are the World Conference on Felth and Order, which
has hold mectings et Leusamme in 1927, and at Zdinburgh in
1937, and the Universal Christien Council on Life and Work,
which has hold weetings ot Stoekholwm in 1925, and at Oxford
in 1937, A1l of those organizations are o part of what 1is
callod the "ecumentonl movement."S Edinburgh appeared to all
to be the finel brsak in the rocikribbed wall of denominationa-
ligm,

In 191l a voice from India gives a reason for uhion.

s o« « Ur, Palmer, Blshop of Pombay, expresses it with

hJO'nn Ee E L a =
i e Shrvock iipeions and Charistian Disunion,
Anglican Theolozical !’iav;.aw. XXIT (Dece, 193%), 273 rf.

51bide, pe 283.
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BOME succoss » « » « His thought in a nutshell is that
the unity to which we ars being celled is that of the
great unlversal Church of Christ « « « « And the con-
sumuation is possible, for "Cod wills 1t." Rut for some
tine our work should monaiat of agudy, conforenco and
Prajyer - not schematic procodurs,

An Anglicen writer takes upon himself the bask of de-
fining the fislds of expression in any proposed union:

Liturgy - The federation movement will tond to modify
roebly the worship of tho churches that come within it;
{‘o:* it willl tend to produce thut deeper sppreciation of
the worth of the individusl Christicn which issues from
thoe discovery anew that in the exercise of his personal
faith in God the Christion finds himself a uomber of a
coumunion of faith, and that in his psrgonal devotions
he iz conseiously en orgen of its exproscion.

Confoszionel oxpression - 1) there is somethlng of
greater vorth to Christian churches than the doctrinal
tolicfs they may hold + « »« » 2) this communion with
God in Chriznt ls constiitubed by participation in the
divine purpose to establish a universal humsan kingdom
in which the Spirit of God iz regnent, and it is tho-
roughly moral in character « s « o

Institutionel or practical expression = The Federal
Councill places its principel ewphasis at this point.
Crgonisation and methods ave of groat sccount in this
uovement. Indecd they are essential to a unity which
is wors than wmysticel or sentimentel, It 1s to be noted
that the local ghurch is the unit of orgenisation for

the feodoration,

The Liberal views of tho Congregationalists are reflected
in this comment:

The Congregational Churches undoubtedly favor church

unity theoretically, Bub really effective unity must
be a wntter of assoclation by mutual concession, by

629:-&111913 Js 1all, “"The Church and Christian Reunion,"
Anglican Theological Review, IV (¥ay, 1921), 1 £f.

7Gaorge Cross, "Pederation of the Chwistian Churches in
hmerica, An tvaluation," Americen Journal of Theology, XXIIX
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the surrendor of certain things which while they are
Seon not o be vital ars yet valued and consecrated by
tive. It involves e spirit which can estimate as of
groator worth the things In which Christilens of dif-
I{grcrﬁ: n;&mms are at one than those in whleh They arsc
divided.t

In the sorly 1930's a commitiee with representativos
from almont evory church and mission scciety thet conducted
foreign missions vizited the varlous foreign misaion fioldas.
This comittec conuisted ontirely of laymen and was headed
by #illisn Mocking. The comslttec!s report of 1932 sald
in part:

Organlc union does not seow to us necessaerye It is in
moeny ways an advantage to have in all lands varying
shades of thought and interpretation and a different
suphaslc on significant polnts of organization and
practice 1f thay can be maintained without interfering
with unity of apirit and without inberrupting coopera-
Cive worl for somucn ends. OConfornmity is by no means
desireble. Differences of thought and emphasis should
be wolcomed. Theoy becoms trazic only when oach one of
thoge who disagroe elaime to be Infallibly right, whon
cach excludes the other from fellowship, or when the
disagrecuente reach the point of' engendering hate and
bitterness and dofoat the po;sibility of sharing lifes,
ideals, snd comuon purposes.

Thoze people felt that there was too wmuch emphasis on

-----

concéition. The reel strength of Christianity, according to
thoir thinking, lies in its ebility to nllow a person to

- @ttein to completoneoss and fullness of life. The basic idea

8yalxer, op. oite, ppe 16 £.

PW1lliem Zrness Hocking, Re-Thinldng iilssiona (New York:
llarpor and Brothors Publishers, 1932), p. 93.
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is to use those methods mnd procedures by which 1life can be
brought into its divine posslbilities.lO

Dre John R, Lotb, one time chaimsen of the execubtive
comiittee of the Student Volunteer Movouent and student
Beeretnry of' the international comaittee of tho Y.M.0.4,
(1388), was en Influential figure in wany of the union en-
deavors. e gave some vocormendations for union at the
Foreign ¥igsions Conference of North Aworica, held in June,
1939, ot Swatimors, Here 1s @ eriticlom of his wethod of
union:

o v o Bhat it is aduirabls in securing consultaztions

and cooperatlon, end thet it promotea the charity and

undergtanding which ere a prerequisite for any projocct

of union [ias granted] 3 but the Nethod proventa the

discussion of ths most fundamental questions of reli-

glon, ignores the development of doetrines, and substie

tuter socondery for primary interests. In foct, at

“hesze wectings, "theologicel” hos bocome almost e

dorcgabtory term. It is more than doubtful whethor ﬁw

orgenic unicn can Le cchieved i such 2 WaY « » » »

in a report on the Nethodlat view of ﬁniun, tho Reov.
Hie D, linrvey Galkes his argwsent bsok Lo thoe Wosleys whow
be portrars as the founders of a dynamic fellowship. The
Fethodists are pseuliarly qualified to onter into union
matters beoause of this strong ewphasis on fellowship, KHis
opinion is swmarized thus:

Hothing in my judguent would hasten the consumszation

01hia., pp. ol £,

ualnvyaok, ope cites p. 288,

SETENC NN T iTvag e



26

of Union as much as fellowship batween the membaﬁ of’
the sovernl churches ot tho Teble of their ford.

In 192 the Foreign Wisaions Conference of North Amcrica
and the Fedoral Council of Churches had some recoumendetions
for closer union, Uhese recommendations included straeggsing
the exlstant realiiy of immer union, affirming the csaentlel
neness of tholr churches, cckmowledging thelr essential
unity in rites and practices, feeillitating intercommunion,
perticipating in the larger ceumenical uovenont, enlarging
the proctlce of local co-operation, end infusing wniversal
quelitiss into thelr wmore inbimate Christian Pellowship.l3

The goneral tendency to cuphasize intercommunion as the
Gouchstone of wll union is woll oxpressed in the following
article:

‘matever passing expsdients way be adopted to reduce
the cvils of soctarian division, real unilon is vital

to the fulfillwent of our Lordl's Prayor, and of lew
Testament Soaching -~ e union thet will restore full
Lntercommunion hetwesn Christion bellevers; that will
eliminate rivalry botween Christian ministries in their
internal, religious, and sacremental functions, as well
a8 In those external activities which existing federe-
tionz sesk to harmonize; and that will foster such

Worldewide hurmony of working conditiona as is necdful 1,

for the growth of Christians in one mind end one faith.

12‘.’&:1. Te Harveyy "A Hethodist on Church Union," The
Hationel Chrdistian Council Review, LTI (Apre, 19111’. 15T,

13“8pac1fic Suggeations for Immediate Forward Stepsa, "
The -?4:-‘-’-1'5’33.9:.:!: Christien Council Review, LXII (May, 19h2),

23

mﬂall. "Union of the Churches," p. 70.




27
In closing thls seetbion it might be well to include the

cormient of one of the lesding figures in tho ecumenical rovc-
monte Hathan Soederblom, one tiwe head of the Church of
Swoden, after a seriocs of atbewpts at union with thoe Church
of fngland, sald, "the task of reunion is not to stitch to-
gether & pateh work quilt, but only to repair a coat which
has burst at the seaus."L5

Aftor estsblishing the goneral thought pattern that pre-
valled while the Chuveh of South India was in its formative
stage, we turn to Uhe actunl astages of thls development.
this materlel is best considered in three sectionst the period
of clozer co-cporation, the union endeavors from 1919 to 1930,

and the union endeavors fronm 1930 to 1947,
The Period of Closer Jo-Operation

The period of ¢loser co-oporation begins about the
ulddle of tho nineteenth century. The missionsries of
several missions gotierad in 1855, 1857, end 1058 to find
areas of co-operation, In 1879 a uissionary conference of
soutl: Indie and Ceylon wes held.l® Host of these woetings

wers directed at avoiding duplication of work in arcas where

Byelter 3illen, "Nathan Soedorblom and Chrigticn Unity,"
Christendou, XII (195;-7). 3la.

16Kormeisl.t Scott Latourstbe, "Ffho Gremnt Century," A Hig-

tory of the Zxpansion of Chrlstianity (Second edition; Hew
Torks  Werger oot Paetey ots, 10)), VI, 209.
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Protestant wmianions wore woricing-“

By 1897 some of the fruits of thls co-operation became
evident in the ledres erem, In that year Klssionary iiller
of the ¥row Church persuaded the C.X.S. and the Woélﬂﬂnﬂ to
Join the Mrso Churchi's educational programs, This endeoavor
brought about ths formation of the intordenonminationsl ladras
Christian Collage.lf

One oxplsnation of this froe co-operation is given by
the fact ©het the netive Indien workers wers not as awerc of
the denonlnstional differences as wore the missionaries. The
obier slgnificant explanation 1s that the miszsionaries them-
selves ofton falt coupletely frec fron any conbrol on the
pert of' the sending agencles, Already in the 18L0%s mis-
slonaries suprorted by Congregetionsl Churches md no seruples
sbout ingtituiing Fresbytorian forms of church govarnment,l?

Confercncoa held at Jubbulpors in 1909 and 1911 produoeé!
a plan for u federation of Christian Churches in India, Those
meetings wore grostly influenced by the genoral tide of
ecumenicity throughout the world., The particulaer agont
et vork in Indila was John R. kott, who, as chéirman of the
Continuaticn Cownibtteo set up at Sdinburgh in 1910, brought

17mig., pe 130,
16Ihiﬂn’ P 120,

19r0hn 3. Chandler. Seventy-Five Years in the Nadura
Blasion (iladrag: Amariéan Tacura nisslon, €. 1 s Peo .
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his influence to bear ou tho regionnl conforences held in
Indla, Nott aildn't forgot to bring his liberal views with
him as he worked for the organization of provincial rep:!"e-
sentotive councils which in turn would forms a national -
council, 20

‘he Reformed Church in America considered 1904~1913 as
the period whon unicn enterprissg with other donominations
¥ore being developed. They also considered this as a poriod
vhen the lecdersnip and control of tha India missioln was
bolng put wors snd wore into the hands of the Indlesns.2l
This developuent toward union is also reflected in the for-
mation of tho National Christien Couneil in India in 192),22
The plomning for this Council had begun alveady in 1909, In
actuality the formation of this Council did not influence
the migsions in south India too greatly at this time bocause
the Hotionel iissionary Council was formed in this sawe yoars
Betwoen 1917 ung 12919 the churshes in south Ind!.ﬁ continued
to negotiate with the north for an Alleindia Church., %his
was particularly true of tho Presbyberians, liowevor, when
negotiations wore opened with the Anglican Church in 1919 the
scone of intorest changed to south India ené remainod thore.23

?Ozatourstte, op. oibs, pe 210
®lmid., p. 163.

221018., p. 210 £

23p, Bhaskere, "Church Union in Tndis," The Hational

Chrdstion Council Heview, XLV {(Feb,, 1925), .
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Tho Unilon Bndesvers from 1919 to 1930

It is apperent from the foregeing that the apirit of
wnion was in the air, and unfon institutions end union efforts
%ere being encoureged. Young Wom's Christian Associlation,
Toung Wowen's Christion Association, Christian Bndoavor, ond
sinilar wovements brought peoplo together, and thoso people
learned to mce that all were really one in Christ and there-
fors should also be in one Churche It remained for an Angli-
can Biszhop, the Rte Reve V. 8. Azarish of Dornskal, to put this
genoral f'scling of unity into action. Bishop Azarieh and
others who wore similarly minded presented this mabter of
union to a group oil pastors and loaders who had met for &
conforence on evangelism st Tranguebar in 1919, All but two
mombers ot this confereonce were Indisns, The Anglican Church
in Indie and the South Indie United Churceh reaponded to the
Poquest of Bishop Azarisgh and appointed commitiscs to meot
for further consultation.ah

The particuler proposal brought forward by Bishop Azo-
riah wae based on the Loubeth umadrilateral, which we hava
mentioned before.25 Howevey, it was noecessary to expand on
the fourth point of the Lambeth Quedrilateral, namely, ths
lilstoric Episcopate, locelly adapbad. It was explained that

’)] £ ’ "
Johu J. Bamings, ' "Church Union in South Ipdia,
Christendom, XIi (19,7), 346 #f.

255upma Pe 20,
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the acceptence of the oplscopate does not !mrolv;: the accep=
tange of auy thoory of the origin of tho epiacopacy nor any
doctrinel interprotation of it. Also the accepbance of the
Historic Wplacopate would not eall into question the validity
of the ordeors of the uniting clurehos, It was agreed at
Tranguebar that the non-inglican churches should present
candidates for the offlce of bighop, and that three or more
blshops of the Anglican communion would lay their hands on
theme Ac soon s this wes ‘ncoomplished the two bodies would
be In inteveommunion. Sirz;:a there would not bo snough bishops
to colebruts comaunion in all areas, a special sorvice of
comiseloning would be held to euthorizo all minigters of
both sides Lo officilete ot the comwumion. The following added
course of metion was presented:

* v » Hinisters of either body not desiring to officlate

at the commuunion in the other Church would be under no

obligution to present themselves, as full libexty would

bo elaimed for individuals on the extrome wing of eagh

body to maintain their prosent views and practices.Z0

This first meoting et Tranguebar in 1919 led to twenty =
oight yearsz of negotiations. At this meeting the Gemsral
Assenbly of the south Indiz Unibted Church and the Episcopal
Symod of the Church of Ingland in India appointed reprosen-
tatives to work on a joint cowmittes. This comuittec hed
its first woeting ab Dengalore in March, 1920 During this
firat mecting the commibtec made it plein that organic union

265, 1. 3. Rewlinson, The Ghuroh of South Indie (Londons
Hodder and Stoughton, 1 S"ii)a PP-
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%ae deslred snd issued this statoment on the oplscopacy?

#¥e bellove that the prinsiple of the Historic Episcopate
iz 2 constitutional form is that which is more 1ikely
then any other %o promote and preserve the unity of tho
Church; therefors we accept it s a basis of with-
out ralising other questions about splacopacyes

A% thig samo mecting the South India United Church made

it elear thut nfger the vnicn its ministers (presbyters)

. should bo rPocogmized without reordination, This in turn

ralsed mony gquostions about the catholicity of the proposed
Church of South Indis in the minds of many Anglicens. However,
at this meeting no difficuliies were seen by the Angl.icans.-as

“he third meeting of the joint commitioe was hold at
Vadves in 1921, This gathoring workked at the taslk of drawing
Up & more debailed statement of egreemont, The matters under
discusslon iricluded such things as govermment in the future
wited echurch, the powers of the bishops, the use of eorcods,
and the implications of the declaration of sszent, confir-
wation, merriage, intercommunion, and the winistry of the
chureh, 29

In 1923 the joint committoe hold its fourth mesting.
This mosting was dodicoted for the most part to the formula-
tion of e proposanl for the mutual commissioning of miniaters.
This proposal was aimed at bringing ebout a unificd ministry

2T1bid., p. 26.
2a="' 1d'l Pe 270

i

1o, oit.
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at the outsst in the proposed united church¢39
fiow life wen given to the unlon negotiations when the
¥esloyan isthodist Church entered negotiations in 1925 with
the ofher two churenes.3l This turn of events brought yet
another forw of churcih govornment to be consolidated in the
Plans for unicn.
“hile the United Church of South Indle wes waking quite
& fow demends about the opiscopacy, 1t did not have to beo s0
concerned about maintaining fellowship with its parent bodies.
However, the anglican group was having quite a bit of qiffi-
eulty in convincing the chureh authorities in England., This
diffiewity wes pointed out in the goneral eall to prayor
ismued Ly the joint committee in 19263
That all dirfficulties in the way of union may be
ronioved.
That all Christian people, laymen and ministers,

Hay worit for the consunmation of union,
Thet the liisslonary Socleties and Churches in England

ge;.,f be z:ayourably inelined to sup;gst the union of tho
slarehon in India into one Churchs

lowever, ths agitation on the part of the Anglicans In
soubh Indie was not reatrictod to prayer. Already in 1923
it wes shown thet changes in the chureh in India, the govern-

went in India, the Church of England, the world, and in

30]1’5-&', Pe 28.
311.-03. cit.

320y » U " lational Christien Council
yer o Unlon," The Natio Laptgbian vounctl
Reviow, XLVI (June, 1926}, %53 7:
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Indian Christion sentiment made it imperstive thaet the rules
end regulations of the Church of Ingluand no longer should
be imposed in India. Specifically these points were noted:

Thet Church (the Indlan Church) wust have the fullest
liberty %o order its own Tfomulae of worship, doctrine,
end dlacipline - only liberty conditioned by the demands
of followship in the Anglican coumunion.

It must bo subtonomous in the sense that it shall
have the authority within itself to sub-divide exisbing
dlocszos, o croale new ones, to appoint and consocrate
Blshops, end Ho issie forms of worship suiteble to the
nseds and the genius of the peoplo with whom 1t is con~
ceTnNed » . o o

The Falth and Order of the Church in India and the
Constliution of its organization should be such that
1t would welntein its comsunion with the Anglican Church
throughout the whole world. The Declaratory Articles
of the Constitution are memnt to weintein this fellow-
ship, while avoiding the phraseclogy of the sixtecnth
century aridicles.

hils coucerted agltotion resulted in the Indian Church
leasure o 19a7 whereby the Church of England in Indie becane
free frow control on the part of the Church of England end
the State. After 1927 the Anglicen communion in India became
lmovn as tho Church of India, Buma, and Coylon.3l While
this turn of ovents gave & groater freedom to the group ne=-
gotiating for union In south India, it at the same time made
its fellowsiilp with the Church of Englend questionable, This
Question of fellowship was an important point because it was

the objective of all negotiating churches to meintain

33 Maeli-Covermment for the Church of England In India,"
fhe Hervest Field, XLIII (Dec., 1923), LS ff.

Bhﬂawlinson, op. cit., p. 28.




el

35
fellowship ond intercowmnion with their parent organize-
tions,.

The negotistions begun in 1919 produced some significan®
resulis by 192¢9. In this your the Proposed Schome of Church
Union in South India was Pirst published.3® This finally
gove the members of the joint comalttec something definite
to present to tho respective churches. Actual union eppoared
to be near at hand » but this hope was offset by increased
eritieisu Iron She home churches and from those ministers
and laymen who were not intorested in, or who did not favor,
this plan o unione. The Rev. A. H. Legg, a missionary of
the L.i.2, in Travancore s expresaed the combined opinion of
several cx-Congregationalists. Thoy wers particularly
afraid of the pessible loss of ministers! rights to the
bishop, A% Lhe seme time these men were not too favorably
Inclined townrds the position glven to ereeds in the plan for
union, noyr Aid they fesl sure that intercommunion would be
8 broad alfter the union wont into effect.30

The matter of church unicn in south India was given much
attention ot the Lamboth Conference of 1930, The whole po-
sitlon of the conference tonded towards a walt-and-ses basis.

The glst of the findings and recomaendations of Lawbeth

3SIM.:’i.., p. 28,

e

3‘silibid.. Pp. 28 f.
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sontained thesc polnkss

“he unlted church would not itself? be a part of the
Mslican Cousmunion; but this fecht would not involve
anything in the nabture of schism, inasmuch as the fact
ol the Porustion of the united Church would nob daprivo
any membevs ol tho united CGhurch, whether Bilshops,
Clergy or Leity, of any privilege of comsunion which
they have hitherto enjoyed with the Church of Englend
and with Churcies in cowmunion with it. It was observed
88 o novel Teaturs in the Jouth Indian Schewo that a
complete agreeuent botweon the uniting Churchos on cor-
tain points of doctrine and practice was not expectod
to be reschod before the inauguration of the union, tho
promoters of the Scheume holding that unity would be
reached groduslly and move sccurely by the intersction
of the diff'eront clements in the united Church upon one
anothers Only, therefore » when the unification resulting
from thet intercction had become complets would i1t be
posalvle for o final judgment to bo pronounced. The
fonforenca, thorelore, without attouwpting to pronounce
sush Judguent now, expreszed to our brethren in India
its strong desire thet, as soon as the negotiations are
Succassiully completed, the venture should be made and
the union :'i.:-um;r_\z'raisad.-%

Union indeavors from 1930 to 19h7

At this

point it wust be noted that wost of' the re-
straining force of the parent chuxches had been removed from
the Mdiun churches negotiating for union in south India. It
Was repestodly stubed that thess churches waented to retain
fellowship with the parent churches, but es tho negotistions
Progreguad the emphasis shifted almost exclusively to fellow-
ship smong tho south Indien churches. During the period from
1919 to 1930 the churches had contented themselves for the

wost part o wait for the recommendations of the joint

3Tm14., pp. 32 1.
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comuitton, Howaver, at tho same time thore was a group
¥hich starged appropriating tho rights of intercomumion
before union had actunlly taken place.

One of tho peopls that were anxious ©o appropripto the
benefits o union waog Fr. R. D. Paul. In 1938 he initiated
unlon services in Haduras The go~operating bodlies were theo
South India inited Chwurch, tho Anglicana, and the Church of
Susden. The union sorvices used several of tho loeal proachsrs,
bt et one scrvice the Luthoran service and Lutheran preacher
Were used, af the next, Avglicen, then South India United
Church, ete. %r. Paul had this to gay about the way union
should be achioved:

* v o iz started wrong by trying to fommulate a theo-
logiczl basis of uniony that should come last in the
Progeats. What we neoad to prouwote now ia the practice
of getilng to kuow ecach other bstter, to worship and
woriz together; if wo will do that for twenty years we
shell find that our sbstract theologleal speculations
will resolve ‘ahg:gselvos into a practical aend working
besles of union. ;

About this same time Bishop Asarieh held forth on the
theme that the iission Socloties were trying to barter self-
government to the Indian church in exchange ror sslfi-support.
de 1s very definite in saying that this is entirely too
uaterialistiec on the part of the parent churches and fails
to develop & proper spiritual motive for stewardship on the

part of the Indian chureh. To this he adds that it is -

38&. J. Saunders, "A Mew Approach to Church Unioga]'-' T@g
e

Hetional Christion Council Review, LIX (Dec., 1939),
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Positively wrong %o say that the Indlan church's duty is to
&ttaln o self-support, and the Hission's duty to evangolizo,
A church can live without self-support; 1t will die withoub
witness vearing,39

This position teken by Bishop Azariah soems Lo advocate
tontinued co-operation betwaen the klssion end the Indian
churchi, Howevesr » ho ig really facing the hard faects of Indials
Sxbome poverty, it being & matter of record that the average
totel family income of Indien G‘hr:latians- at thias time amountod
to only about twenty dollars a years. Even at thet 1t would
be pussible Tor a number of congrogetions to band themselves
togethor to support ono pestor., Hovwever, this kind of arrange-
nent would seriously affect the amwount of pastorel eare givon
in any particular locality. This would cause difficulty
perticularly in the regular celebration of loly Conmmunion 10

Theso were trying yoars for the protagonists of church
union since the actual process of forming the union seomed
to be at a standstill. The Tambaram Conference of 1939 gave
tho noeded boost to get things under w2y agsin. A total of
kTl delegetes met at Tambaram for the International Mis~
sionary Conference. It was remarksble that delegates from
dapan, China, and Germeny were present oven though tha tense

world situation seemed to proclude their prosence. The

391; 8 A7 ] . n 7 Ch i
« 8. Azariah, "Self-sSupport,"” The lictional Christian
Council Review, LVIII (Octa., 1938), 530 Tf

l"oRawlinson, op. clt., ps be
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Gnference held joint communion services, on one Sunday
ftcording to the Free Church rite and .on the next socording
to the Anglican riteil Howover, the real force of this con-
Torence iz found in these recommendationss:

L. That studies be undortaken with a view to securing
co~Operatiion in church discipline « « » «

2, That tho organizmation of co~operative ingtitutions
0o wveviewed in the light of the principls that the in-
digencus church should have an influential share in the
conirol and diroction of policy « « «

3« That a doliberate and sustained éffort be made by

the Internationsl Hlssionary Conference and the latlonal
Christiun Counecils to win the netlve co-operstion of
_tz}:r.*. Stlan groups that are at present outside our fel-
~ovghip,

e That the Hebtionsl Christian Couneils be urged to
initinte co-operetive plenning for the wholo Christien
eniterprise in tholr rospective fields and that mission
boerds and churches on the Tleld should econsult with

the National Christien Couneil in such watters.

B« That there oxlats the supreme urgency of the cell for
organlc unlon on the part of the younger &Eurchas, the
Older churches telke this to heart « « « »

Ths scventsenth General Assembly of the South India
United Church, wmeeting et the American College, Madura, Sep-
tember 19-22, 1939, ned oighty nceredited delegates present.
The Rev. J. J. Banninga of the committee on church union pre-
sented the following resolutions which were adopted and wero
Yo be prerented to the jolnt comwmittes on unien:

a) . . . Every dlocese should be revrosented in Synod

by not fewer then two presbyters and four layuen, with
ohe addliional presbyter and two additional lay

L-"l"'.‘i'mubaram Refloctions,” The latlonal Christian Councll
Review, LIX (Feb., 1939), 57 £f.

1’2"09»01;31-&1;1@; and Unj_tys" % Hational Christion
» L

Gouncil Review, LIX (¥ay, 1939
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representatives for every complete 10,000 bapitized menm-
bers . . . to a maximum of six prosbyters and twelve
leymen,

D) The Goneral Ausoubly 1s against voting by houses
¢« o » and eglis that all £ingl decisionz in the 3ynod
be wede by that body voting as a unlt,

¢) . « . thraee presbyters instead of two should par-
ticipete in the consecration of Bishops «» s o o

..4) « o ¢ Ths Gonmersl Assembly urges the Joint Com-

nittoe to talke stepa Lo securs tho andoption of the
three churches concerned of the practice of interaom~
wwnlon and intsr-celebratlon betweon them bafore union,
thus removing one of the chief obstacles to union.

) » « « Steps be takon . « o bF w‘nich‘éﬁhe churchos
Hgy grow together in worship and gervice,

At Tthls geme mestiug in 1939 the South India United

Church wanted a few obher changeod in the Scheme for Unilon.

1) It wanted o provision included whereby e diocesan council
would be enabled to approvo a layman to administer the Lord!'s
Supper in "certsin out of the way places.” 2} According to
ite Genersl Assembly (1937) reocommendatlon, tho South India
United Church wented n wore liberal attitude toward crecds
becaunc "s multitude of people btoday esnnot possibly accept
the literal wording of the ancilent oreeds as though they wore
the Inspired euthority with reference to our Feith.” 3) It
8greed with the findings of ten Congregationalists and ten
Anglicens in Chicago thet the union must include a merger of
the "eollective principle" (Angliean) and the "individual

Prineipleo” ( Oongregational) .ll-h-

11-3"'1!;-,3 South India United Church General As:cgmbly end the
3cheme of Union," The Nationel Christian Council Review, LIX

(fov., 1939), 613 T~
bl : t of
J. J. Bannl ¥church Union From the Stangpoint o
the South Indis United Clurch," The National Christisn oun-
eil lisview, LIX (July, 1939), 346 £7,
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it is intoresting to nobe the disposition of the eight

eouncils of the South India Unlted Church ab the 1939 weeting.
The Jeffnn Council had 1little comment on the Scheme for Union
8ince it woula sinply be transferred to: thz Madras end Raamad
Blshoprie of the Ghurch of India, Burme, and Ceylon. Tho
Travancoe Souncll alaso was concerned only with the Angllcan
Eroup and would retain the some area. The Madura Connoil

¥Yes walting for union with the Eethodists ans Anglicans ginco
1% was altuatod in thoir midst. The North Tamil Council
(Salew end Coimbatore) wented modifieation in the Sheme for

Union. %he Madras Council agroed with the general ton= of
the Telyzu Coun-

the Schiome, but wentsed some modification,
cll hea dally contact with the Angllecans and pressed for an
G8sursncs of oquel rights. The Kanerese Church Council was
&lready in fellowship with the Methodists, Tho ¥alabar Church
Couneil (= brench of the Basel ission) was enxious to-cnter
the wnion. oven this general agresumont Aid noit remove the
great difficulty which changed the orstwhile consultative
function of the Goneral Aspembly into a governing and authori-
tative Iymod in the proposed Church of South India. The pre-
sent slowneas in erriving at o final decision on the guestion
of u:‘{i.on is expleined by tho fact thet the Genoral Assesbly
had no authority to ach except as.that was granted by thne

individual councils .1l5

h54. sumitrs, "South Indis United Church end Church
Union,"” Ths Hationel Christian Council Review, LIX (Cect.,

S
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In a letter in his Diocesan Magazine Bishop Azarieh
Ppralsos this oe a crucilal moment in the adoption of the
Seheme for Union. In the course of tho letter he guestions
the propricty of intercommunion before union, while men-
bloning thet intercommunion is practiced at joint committee
woatings ana unlon econf'orences. He also expressod the opinion
that the proposed Synod of the Church of South India should
be a eonsuliative, rother than a governing, body. Finally,
he sees notning wrong with the South India United Church's
Foquest for s broad interpretation of the oreeds, while at
the same timg steting: "The  erecds proporly understood and
h:lstoricull;;-f 5.?11;a:x-;;reted congtltute one of the pgreatest
bulvarks of %he cvangelical faith of Christendom, uly6

The 1939 mooting of the joint coumitbes was dreped with
erepe by all of its eribics, However, some real advances
¥ore mado., lany of the South India United Church's nesolu~
tlons were incovporatod in the Scheme, spocifically those
dealing with the episcopacy, the consecration of bishops
(sith ono exception), and lay representation in Synod. On
the quention of intercommunion little new was given in the
vey of encouragement., However, it was reaffirmed that the
resolutiona of the Lewbeth Conference (1920) and the Episco-
pel Synod (1932) allowed bishops of the Anglisen communion

hﬁV- B« Azariah, "sSouth India 'Unian. An Appeal," Tho
Hatlonal Christien Councll Review, LIX (Septa, 1939), LOB rr.

—_—_ﬁ
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o adnit beptizea but unecnfimaed commmunicents oif' the none-
oplscopal congrogations to communion while direct negotiations
Tor union wers under wa:gr.!"?

The seventoenth joint comuittee outlined its duties as
being ¢o prepere an aoccepteble achemo of union and to arrange
for retrests ana conferences where reprosentatives of the
wmiting ehurchos eould come togather to understand each other
and pray for vnione. It reported that the South Indis United
Church hag 2ccepted the special commilttee report restricting
the celebration of courmunion to ordained persons. Intercom-
Munion was agein discouraged, but assurance was given that
Bhis mabter would be expedited Lmmediately efter unien. The
Joint commities rofused the request of the South India Unibted
Church for throe preshyters at the ordinstion of all bhishops
$ince this woula infringe on the liberty of those dlocoses
¥here oniy three bishops officiated. Thc .simplified statoment
of the Hoheme Tor Union was referred to the continuation com-
uittee, By 1gl2 the South India Provineial Synod of the
Hothodist Chuweh adopted a resolution approving tho SGhema-
for Union. The joint comsitteo adopted a resolution urging
ell negotinting churches to consider the scheme with a viow
to unising by the Spring of 19lJi. In addition a tenbative

scheme for slxteen, rather than ten, diooceses vwes adopted at

by 1 itk Indiai The Pre-
J. 3, !, Hoeper, "Caurch Union in Sow iciad
sent Ponit:?on,—“ 'Iﬁ'hg Nabional Christian Council Review, IX
(Fobrugry, 1540}, 72 I7.
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the urpging off the South Indle United Ohurnh.h-a

The South Indle United Church met at Gooby September
19-22, 194, About one hundred deleogatos were present. Bishop
fzerieh of the Chureh of Indin, Burma, and Ceylon was prascnt
Yo exploin the views of his church, The vote on union wa's
@8 followz {by councils): four for 1t; btwo for it with mome
ohanges; and Lwo agalnet 1t. It was agrecd to havo a weiting
Perlod of two years before & final vote was teken. H. Sumitra
Succesded @. 1, Karsden as president of the Generel Asﬁombly.lw

Ve hieve amlready noted thet the South Indla Provinciesl
Symed of' the Hethodist Church had accepted the Scheme for
Unlon in 192, This group was the lest to enter the negotia-
tions and the Pirat to accopt the Schome Tor Union, which is

about its only mark of distinction. However, the tlme was

~ ripe to accept the Scheme, The General Oouncil of the Church

of India, PBurms, and Ceylon, meeting at Nagpur, adopted the

following resolution:

Thet this Council, while reaffiruming that Che Church of
tals Province continues to be bound in wmabters of Faith
and Order by the Constitutlon, Canons and Hules of the
Cnurch of India, Bumna, and Ceylon, finally adopts the
Schome of Church Union in South India (Seventh Edition
revised), Farts I and II, in order to permit the dioceoames
T hasdras, Travancore and Cochin, Tinnevelly, and Dore
nakal to carcy out thelr practicelly unenimous desire

48, gumitra, "Church Union in South Indie,® The National

Christisn Counell Review, LXII (Jemuery, 3942), 30 T4

1, r : 2 2

Py, Sumitra, "The General Assowbly ol the_ Sowtl: India
Unitod Church," The Hationel Christien Council Review, IXIV
(Hoveuber, 1941}, 2 -
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Lo enter inte una.gn with the Nothodlst and South Indie
United Churches,>

At the twentieth mocting of the General Asceubly oif' the

South Indie Unitea Church, held at Tambarsm in Ssptomber,

U Bt

1846, action way Gaken on church union. The various councils

L¢] " th TREaty e e o 2 = -

f the South India United Church voted in favor of unilon with

Uit (Tiee T P - e

the Church of Inain y Bursa, and Ceylon and the South Indie

Provineiny Gynod of the Wethodlst Church by ean elghtx aix

-!JBP cﬂﬂt ::ia.jﬂl’ii';::ir. .r;l
& Titting gumuary of those twenty- eight years of no-

gobinkione oo ‘

viabions is gziven by Bamalnge in these words:

_It‘_'ﬂ&_:; found that cwong the Indian Christians there was
WoL Lhat cleavage in falth and practiee thet had arisen
%f:.u.s.,- weal, for denominational connections 1n India
¥ers largely due to the place where one was born, where
& pariicular Church was at work. As the Bishop of Dor-
nm::f:-..*.. used So aoy, T am an Anglican bocausc of geography
rfatner than becausc of conviction.® It was sasier thers-

forc o ovorlogl the differencos thet had dlvided Western
Chwistianity, 2=

L . "
5 —0"Ei'xt1rc:: Union in South Indie," The Natlonal Christian
oungil Review, LXV (Harch, 1945), 35.

514, P. . Aruliah, "The Teentioth Genoral Assesbly of

tl;e South India United Church,” The Hational Christien Coun-
£il loview, TAVI (Deceember, 19L6), 3 .

52Bam1izl;fsa. "Church Union in South Indie,” p. 347.




CHAPTER IV
IHAUCURATION CF THE CHURCH OF S0UTIH INDIA
The Union Sservigce

The long yeara of negotlations for union wore finally
¢livaxed by tha ormsl set of union at St. George's Anglican
Cothedral in Madrus on Soptember 27, 1947. The presiding
blshop was the Rb. Rev. Chirekarottu Korula Jacob, an Angli-
¢an bishop of' central Travancore, A very large group of
beople, including six hundred representatives of the churchos,
uissionary socloties s and Christian associations from all
Parts of the world, were present at this inaugural servica.

The cell to worship was made by the presiding bishop,
This was followed by = hymn, prayor, and Scripture reading
Trow John 17. ‘%hen a representative of sach of the uniting
churches in turn resd the resolution of his church sccopting
the dcheie for Union and pleced on the communion table =
signed copy of tho basis of union end constitution and a 1list
of all ministors in his church, which wes a comploto list,
since procasution had besn taken to obtain the written consent

of the wminlstera before the service.
The deoclaration of the act of union was then mude by

the presiding bishop in these words:

Dourly beloved brethren: In obedionce to the Iord Jesus

Uhrist, tho Head of the churech, who on the night of his
Passion prayed that his disciples wight be one, and by




et

authority off the goverming bodies of the uniting churches,

whose regolublons have been read in your hearing and laid

in prayor before Almighty God, I do hereby declere that
those ithrao churches, nmmely, thoe lMadras, Travancore and

Cochin, Tinnevelly and Dornaltal diocescs of the Church

of India, Surma ond Ceylon; ths Madras, Madura, Halabar,

Jeffna (Csylon), Kamnada, Tolpgu end Travancore church

councils of the South India United Church; and tho

liothodist Ohureh in South India, comprising the lMadras,

'lric‘ninop:)].:,r, iiyderabad angd Mysore districts; are becone

one Church of South India, :

“his set of union brought into being & church with a
total membership of 1,017,183 made up of 199,966 Anzlicens;
22,655 Mothodista; ama 292,562 from the South Indie Unitod
Church.? "his was not & tobrl union since one couneil of the
South Indie United Church feiled t¢ joiln as well aa about
32,000 snglicans in the Telugu country axxl Trivendrun,3

Yo gvold confusicen it must aleo be remoubored that nob
all cvengelisal (Frotestant) churches entered this unilon,
Gutside of the Chureh of Soush India there wore about 500,000
ovangelicals in south Indie composed of 100,000 Beptintsj
200,009 iinr Thoma Syrian Church membara; and 200,000 Lutherans.
Besides tuis there was also & smoller group of Kethodists from

en Amorican Hethodist Miasion which did not 301!1-""

———.

1“Ghux-chas United in South India," The Christisn Century,
LXIV (October 22, 19L7), 1263 Pf.

2Rasad on 1vhl stetistica.

3“Inaugur-'ai:e lew Church in India," The Christian Century,
LIV (October 29, 1ok7), 1294 f. RSy e - iy

. l".‘)‘c:l'm Theodore Hiller, "The Church of South India,™ Con-
Gordie Theologieal Monthly, XVIII (December, 1947), 9h3.
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ATter the act of union hed been recd the bishops were
racognized by the prosbybors snd the presbyters were rocog-
nlzed by Lhe blshops as constituting propor ovders. Iriow
o the ineuguration service the church councils and aynods
lied wade nowinations for bishops end the sctual sslection
had beon wedes by & small comaittoe of sclectors frow all
threo ghurches, OFf the fourtesn bishops selected seven wero
furopean snd none wus Tumilian, This wes a source of keon
disappeintuent and there was some cribicima.g

The consecration of the new bishops was performed by
the laying on of hands by three Anglicen bishops and three
Prasuytors frowm each of the other two uniting churchos, The
following fourtosn bighops were consecrated: In south Tro-
vaneore, the Hove Ae. He Logg, an L.¥.S. sissionary; in cen-
tral Yravancors s Lhe incumbent, Anglicen Bishop C. XK. Jacob
Of ¥he fSyrian Christian community; in Halabor and Go'chin,
Archdsacon Geof'f'rey Stewart Smith, who was nominated by both
Anglicens and the South India United Church; in Madure and
Rawnad, the Rev. Lealie Hewbigin, a mianionzry frowm the
Church of Scotland; in Timnevelly, the incumbent, Anglican
Bishop Goorpge 3elwym; in Jaffne, the Rev, S, Hulendran, a
distinguished groduate of Seraupore; in Trichinopoly, the

lov, E. Thorpe, a Mothodist mivsionarys in Madras, the

T ' ) H |
“Carvl Craham, "Church Union - I. In South India,” The
ﬁ%’_?%n_l_. Christian Council Hoview, LXVII (September, 19L7J,
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liowsbent, Anglican Bishop A« l. follis; in Kysore, the
flev, P, Curashanta, & Wethodlst minister; in Cuddapeh and
Chitboor, the Rov, He Sumitra, who was at the original
Heebing in Tranquebar and wae on the staff’ of Union Theolo-
gleal College in Bangelore; in Anantgpur and Xurnool, the
fev, Canon Punyan Josoph, & Telugu pastor; in llstna, the
.’mcmnbant, funsisbant Blshop of Dornekal, the Rt. Rov, ¥,
Muthyelu, & Teluygus in Dornakal, the ineumbent, Anglican
Bighop Anthony rmiliott 3 in lledak, the Rav, Frank Whitisler
of the Iethodist '.Tm.\r-a'n.6

“he Pirct cowsunion sorvice of the Church of South India
¥as held in commoetion with this inaugural service. The order
of service was acoording to Anglicen practice.?

4 new church had bosn launched. Por the Indiens this
weant that theyr finally hed a chupch which could in some wea-
gurs be callasd Ghelr own. For the iuropean uissicneries this
weant that they had wmore or less burned their bridges behind
them and they would have their future almost exclusively with
the Church of South India, The Chureh of England virtually
Severed f'elliowship relations with the now church. %his
broak is expressed in part by these comsentsi

Yio consure atteches to any wmewber of the Church of

E’J’o'rm Je Banninga, "Church Union in South India,™ Chris-
Lendom, XTI (19)7), 355. o

Tghurches Unite in South India," The Uhrlstisn Century,
IXIV (Ootober 22, 1047), 1263 f.
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Inglend ordained or unordained who joins the South India

Church or works in 1.

. _Viben a Former Anglican, now a member of the South
india Church, visits this country, we are ready to wel-
conie him to full communion and ministry with us. That
is whai the Archbishops! reply means in saying "thore
would be such intercommunion between clergy and lalty
of the 3outh Indis Church and those of this Province,”

€3 1s stated hore.
Vhen a former Anglican of the South India Church or

el

&n inglican who has worked in it returns to this coun-
t;’é«' Tor good, he would receive baclk his full Anglican
status . o ,

lleubaers of the South India Church not episcopally
ordeined or confirmed will, whon in this country, be
subject to tho sase regulations tgat apply to membsrs
of' non-episcopal commsunions hore.

The Doctrinal Basis of the Church of South India

The doctrinal position of the Church of South India is
rether hard to define. The only bilg questions regarding doe-
trine during the na;;;of:lationa concorned themseolves wmalnly
with the winistry and Intercommunion, However, even on those
tWo points thore was little discussion om the Seriptural
basis of the doctrine of the Lordls Supper or the Iinistry,
but rather a discussion ebout their practical application.
This czn be partly explained by the fact that wmost of the
pPeople involved stylad themselves as evangelicals rather than
eonfecsusionalists.

The only doecuments avallable on the doctrinal position

of ths Chureh of South Indla are the "Basls of Union™ and the

Shimain

8¢eorere ' " th Indis Church: An
¥ Francis Fisher, "The Sou B :
Open Letter,' The Living Church (September 23, 1947), p. 13 f£f.
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“Conatitution of the Church of soutn India" contained in the

Froposed Sehowe of Church Unlon in South Indls. There is no

detailed body of doctrine mainly beceuse the union was nob
consummabed on a confessional basis.

The Church of South Indis accepts Gtiwe Holy Seriptures
of the Old and New Testamonta

Gz contalining oll things necessary for salvetion and as
the supreme and deelsive standard of feith; and aclmow-
lodges thes the Chureh wust always be ready to corrcct
and refors Ltsell in accordance with the Seaching of9
tnoso dcripbures as the Holy Spirit shall rovenl it.

The Apostles' Oreoed end the Hicene Crsed are accopbed
a8 witnessing to and safeguarding the faith of the Church,
It is slao schkoowledged that thls felth is continuously con-
flrmed by thoe Holy Spirit in the expeérience of the Church of
Christ,

Thug Lhey bellieve in Cod, tha Father, the Crecator
of ell tulngs, by whose love we ars preserved;

They bLelieve in Josus Christ, the incarnate Son of
God and Redecmer of the world, in whom slono we ars 3
saved by graco, being justified frowm our sins by faltl:
in Iiim;

They beliove in the Holy Spirit, by whom we are
sanctificd and bullt up in Christ and in the Clellowship
of Hla Body; :

. . fnd In this faith they worship the Father, Son &mdl 0
ioly 8pirit, one Cod in Prinity and Trinity In Unity.

This gppears as the full doetrinel stutewment covering

aluwogt everything from the doctrine of God to eschetology.

91?2'0 osed Achene of Churel Union in South India (Seventh
edlblon] Taioas s reatstrer Titorature Joolety for Thaie, 1947),

Pe ’.l..
Wrtd., pe b £:
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Sove sdcicional stotenents are connected with the position
%% ereads, One of there affirus in parbi

the Church of Soubth India is cowpotont to isrue supple-
wenbory stotements concerning the falth for the guidence
of its teuchers snd the edification of the falthful,
provided thet such statementa are not contrary to the 14
traths of our rsligion révealed in the Holy Scriptures.™—

In this menner the Church of South Indis disregards the
conlessionnl developuent of elwost twenbty centuries of
Christianity ang exposes itself to all of tho heresy latent
in the entire world. Dven the ereeds thoemselves are put in
& precorious position by this statemonb:

The unising Churchos accept the fundamental truths em-

codled in the Crecds named sbove as providing sufiflcient

basiz of union; but do not intend theraby to demand the

Sazont of Individuasls to every word and phwase in thou,

or U0 exelude rousonable liberty of interpretation, or

6o 2ssert thob those Crggds aro a couplste expression
o the Cheistian failth,

“his last stetement was included to pacify the people
from the Fres Churches. It is desizned to lead wen back to
the Bivle nz tlhe basis of all doctrine, but it gives no
assurance thot there will be any uniformity or agreswsnt in
bhe interprotation of Scripbtura,

Baptiem 1s accepted as one of the two sacraments ingti-
tuted by Christ Himself, A vory sinple form of Baptism 1s
recomnended, using these words: Yi,, I boptize thes in the

nae of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, %3

Rbide, pe 27.
121bid., p. S.
131v14., p. 72.

:_;
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“he lord's Supper is treated without going into dotaill
coneerning the clowments. It iz mevely stated that the elo-
wents usad ol the imstitution shall continue to be used.
Sines the questicn of communion celebration was o matter of
Buch discussion during the union negotiatlonsa, some statemont
hed to bu made shout the celebrant. It is stated that in
every communion the true Celobrant is Christ alono. Howover,
Cod iz o Uod of opder and so it ia ouly proper that the duly
oOrdained clowgy should colebrate the Lordts Supper. "In theo
Wnited Church the Sacranents will be observed with unfailing
H80 of' Ohrizt's words of institution and of the eloments
ordained by .::’:E.:r.."ll'&

in elsborotc staboment was drawn up to assurs full pri-
Vilegen of intercormunion to all wewbers in the Church of
South Indis., AL tho anse time 1t was stated that sll clergy
rom the throe separsgte churches would have the zsme and
squal rights in the ceolebration of the Lordls Suppsr. Ivery-
one was ascured full privileges of imdercommunion with all
churches which would be in fellowship with the Church of
south India,lS

The universal pricsthood of all bellevers is acimowledged

In the Chureh of South Indis. The clearsst statement to this

mIbido » Pe 6-

- et

151131‘1; 3 Pe 21.
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effect 1s found in connection with tho article on membership
in ths ehux-ch.lé
ihe Qoctrine of the wminilstry is defined in rather broad
berus since it hed o incorporate the cstegories of biskop,
Presuylier, snd descon, The sum end substance of this
boaching in found in the section dealing with Pestoretes,
A partiel sxplanation of thoir position is given in these
wWordns
The Church of Soubth India desires that all 1ts membara
should sconstently bear in ming that theilr differcnt
Torms of minigtry, both to those within the Church end
L0 thore outside it, are only of value for the cerrying
out of iod's purposes in so far as the Divine Spirit

i working ‘i&iroug;h those wministries on the hesyts of
?lﬁ!}.z ® ) e 3

Chureh Sovernment in the Church of South India

The government of the Chureh of* South India follows a
general episcopul pettern, Certain modifications had to be
.1nonrpor:—=.tec1 into this opiscopal form to grant more rights
to the congregations. %he general outline of the structure
of the Church of South India's govermment inoludes thres ma-
Jor eategorics. First there are the pastorates, pastorate
comzittecs, snd congregetions; then there are the diocesan
Ctouncils; and finally there is the synods In tho entire
Irameworic of this govornment the idea of the Historie

11180, p. 3.

Wmnia., ». 9.
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Eplscopute iz given priority,

The congrogations form the basle unit of church govorne
wont in the Chureh of Zouth Indie. However, 1t would hardly
be correct o say that theso congregations have a ‘?EPI‘GSG‘B"
batlve voice in this govermmente To heve offisial status in
the Chureh of south Indla the congragetion must be recognlsed
by the diocesun counecil, Tho diocesan councll is omwpoweved
to lay down rules reguleting the quelifiocations necessary for
lay sembership on the pastorate committecs. Agein, the dio-
tesan council wregulates the degreo and oxtent of oversight
oxérelsed by the local psstor, The congregetions may form
cireuita or distvicts only with the congent of the diocesan
counas1, 19 It 1s cbvious that the Congregational concept of
the eongregation 4z retained in name only, while its former
Powers org delegated to the diocesan council,

The diocesan council 1s the working unit of church
government., It 1z composed of the bishop of the diocese, the
assigbant bishop, all presbybors in the diocese whother nctive
in congrogntions oy other offices, and lay reprosentatives to
conaist of not loss than tho number of prosbytors in the
diocsse and not %o sxceed twice thoir number. lach dicsesan
council has the right to set up its own constitution. The
bishop of the dlocese is tho head of the dlocesan council,

fach diocese will have & direet voice in its government and
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will haveo porticular rights in regulating the appointmont
Of its bishop as well ss in the acceptance of candidatea for
Ordination %o the ministry., Besides this tho diocesan coun-
eil functions as the co-ordinpting body for the work of
nlssions, ovangeliem, and edministration.

The diocesan couneil has final aubhority regerding fi-
eneisl matbers in its own dlocese, 1% is onabled to bring
matters %o the sttention of synod, but 1t is subordinated to
an edvisory caopoacity in watters where synod is involved. The
bishop of the diceese will heve sole authority in matters
Coneceirming:

&) the faith and doetrine of the Chureh,

b} the cenditions of mowbership in the Chureh, and the

ralea which govern excommunication from the Church,

e} the funchions of the ordained minisbers of the Church,

d) E?;gpoc::;guip .o:-."' :.:he .Ghumh, and any fanufgof worship

) sed for gonersl use in the Church.
iIf' the divceson council doos nob agrec with any decision of
the bishop, it will have to bring the matter to synod for
setilenent. The diocesan council is further obligated nob
%o taks any actlon contrary to the constitubion of the Church

of Zouth Indie. fxy valid chenge in watiors of dlocesen con-

stitutions will have to be wade by a two-thirds majority voto.20

The symod of the Church of South India ia given very
broad powors in the econstitution. Tho greater authority of

¥1bid., p. 63.

201bia., pp. 61 If.
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bishops over prasbyters and layuen is unuistalkably indicated
in every phnse of tho synod's activity. This is already
&vidont in the mombership of symod. Zvery bishop of the
church is & wewver of the aynod, wheresas the presbyters and
lay representatives eve electod for only one year temas,2>

“he eofficers of synod consist of moderator, a doputy
Hoderstor, & genoral sceretary, and & treasuror. These offi-
ters are eloated by ballot with the first two offices being
open only to bLishopu. The officera of synod hold office from

e mecting of synod to the noxt, and ave eliglbids for ro-

a0

eloction, 2

.
H

e powers of synod require speclsl etitertion. Iers
e organizational foree of the Church of South India is
brought o the Tore.

The Synod is the suprome governing and legislative
body of the Church of South India, and the inal authoriiy
in oll matiers pertaining te the Church.

IL hing power to wako rules and pass resolubions and
talke oxecutive actlon as way be necsssary fros time to
time for the general wanagesent and good govermient of
the Church and of the property and affairs thersof,

e 3ynod ghall decl with matters of coumuon interecst
to tho whole Churel of South Indle, and with thosze
viich af'feet the relation of the dlocoses to one another
and to tho rest of the universal Chureh, eund shall lecave
the Diocesen Couneils to donl with the internesl affairs
of cach diocese.

The Syned has, in partleular, power to determine the
nimbor and boundaries of the dioceses and to form new
dlocesos in the Church., It has alsc power to determine
¥hebher anything in the Constitution of any Diocesan

212'1’339 5 De 6!4--

*21bid., p. 65.
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Councll is at variance with anybthing contained in this
Constitublon, and, &f 1% find such verisnee, to rule
;:‘:‘m':: such part of such Diccagan Conztitublion 1s ol no
OTCa .

Yiw Lynod has power to add to or otherwime alter the
Conacitution of the Church of South India in the mannsr
laid down in Chapter XIV of this Constitution.

I% hog final authority in all questions of the inter-
protutlon of the Constbitutlon and oE‘ger off'icial docu~
nonts of the Church of South Indiea.

There is no delegatlon of authority from the botiom up
In the govormient of the Church of South India. Authority
is vested primerily in tho bishops and is conditionod omly
to the extont thet the bishopa themselves allow. The only
poszlbility of congrogational representation is found when
all the presvybors and all the lay delegutes vote as o group

%o obtaln ©hs necessary two-thirds majority-ﬂi-




CIHAPTER V
HESULTS OF TWIR ULIIOH

The lesders in the newly formed Church of South India
Generally rvegerded thomsolves as having put into practice
Vhet the rest of the churches has put into theory. %The umere
Tach that the churchos in south India united 1s in neny ways
8 Wnique experivent since it attempted to reach union without
insisti.:“:;.; cn uniforaity. This de-emphaosis on uniformuity led
¥ & rosl problos of continued fellowship with the rost of
the ohurches in south India, perticulerly with the Anglicen
comunlone In this chapter the now problom of followship will
be connidered as well as the attompts of the Church of South
Indie during its first six years to ostablish wmore wniformity

within 1tz own union.
Ioss of Fellowship with Churches in India

The only real problem of fellowship centered around the
Anglican communion in India and Bpngland, PFor convenience we
will conaider the problews of fellowship in India firat. The
Church of Indip, Burme, end Ceylon heard sowe sharp criticism
on continued cormmunion with the Ghurch of South India for two
recsons, one technical, end the other doctrinal. %Theseo two
roagoas are aptly summed up in this manners

Tho technical resson is thet comwunion of the Church of
Indie, Burme, end Ceylon with the new Church of South
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India will e conbrary to the mules laid dowm in the
Constitution of the Church of Indias, Bursa end Ceylon .
* » -
14 e moro sovious difficulty is the doctrinal one.
sere ls o givong sceblon amongst us who gravely fear
chat Uhe Anglican ministry and traditions rogarding
worsalp end secrasents will bg gacrificod in the new
Chureh of South Indla + « » »

Though this posed a aserious threot to followship, the
aeh of union did nok completoly disrupt roletions between
bhe Church of South Indie end the Church of India, Durma,

and Ceylon. Iy 1950 some progross hed beon made im the di-

rction of mubual recognition of the clergy. "officiel

Pocognition of the validity of ordination of bishops snd

b

clergy in tha Uhurch of South Indie was given by tho Cenoral

Comell of the Church of India, Burme and Coylon (Anglican)
®hich met in lew Delhi, Indla." This particulaor stand was
Pe=dolflned later on in 1953 and a considerably nerrower comn-

eoptlon of fallowship sot forth, The South India Churchwen

reportved this reolation as follows:

Bishops and Frosbyters of the Church of South India con~
sSecrated or episcopally ordained before, at or after

the Inguguration of tho Church of Seuth India, may be
perzitted, with the approval of tho Bishop of the Dio-
cose Lo celebrate the Holy Comrunion in the Caurghea of
the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma end Ceylon,

23, ¥, snah, "Guestion of Gomsunion with the Churel of
South Indiag," The Nationsl Christisn Couneil Revilew, LXVIII

(dune-duly, 1900), 2h0.

2"&&30{5;15.29 Ordinations,” Augustona Iutheran (February
1’ 1950), Pa J.;.-

3%0IPEC und GSI: CIPBC Action,™ Tho South India Church-
man (February, 1953), p. l. T A
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dome roal problems developed with the Congrogationalists
W0 refused Yo come inbo the uaion. This group wag orientated
Hore to financos than t¢ mission work. The sctusl court
action 48 »oported in this editorisl comment:

A dissident group calling itself the "Continuing Con-

gregetlonelistz® took the question of the jurisdiction

of the Houth India Church to court. It maintained that

the Church of South India 1s "2 new church, with 2 new

sot ol doctrines and hierarchy, and therofore cannot

eleinm Yo be the suecossor to Congregational churches

eateblished in India by the Iondon Hiseion." The court

hold that the dozon congrogations that stood out, al-

though o teteal of avound )00 Congrogational gvoups had

gone ints thoe uniocn, are the "truc London Miszion Chria-

::;:-ma-’ und, should bs permitted to carry on without

undranca,+

Thus the court order ostablished that the dozen or so
congrogatione which heold back frow joining the union are
actually, or st Lonet legally, continuing the London Mizalon
“van Shough some LOU congregations joined. This bit of court
sction is nothing new since many of the migsions in Indla end
espscially some of the congregstions are gseemingly continually
eagaged in sewoe kind of litigatlon, In ectual fact the Church
of South Indim enjoyed a comperatively swall cwount of 1iti-
gatlor after the union.

The Baptists in scuth Indie had been viewing tho forw
matlon of tho Church of South India with much interast. That
the Baptists hed no real intention of joining the Church of

South India is 1llustroted by en open letter written by a

h"SQGtarﬂ.ans Win g Vietory in Indie,” The Christian
Oonbury, IXIX (August 12, 1953), 909.
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Bapt i :
28ptist uissionary in which he writes in part:

Decause or ny deep interest in the union ventures and

my hope thet someday we Beptists way join 1t, 1t is

with great concern that I am hearing reports and secing
evidenses that the trend is very dofinitely toward
Anglicanism, I the Church of South India beeomes sim—
Ply the Anglicen Church in South Iandia, 1t will be a
botrayal of the basis of union, it will mean that denomi-
nai:mmf not yet within the union Church will never join
ii:.,- and meat prebably will meen that there will be aplit-
gg 5 of groyps whose herltage is radically non-iAngli-

This view is oxactly the opposite of that given by Bishop

Rewbigin who intimates in his book, The Reunion of the Church,

that Anglicanism has been submerged into Presbyterianism.
The whole wmetter boils down to which side of the fence a
pergon is on, %he Bapbists eventually turned their thoughts
to union among themselves. This brought about a ceszation
of any present hopes that this group would join the Church
of South Iindia.

The churches involved in the Federation of Lutheran
Churches had a few "conversations" with the Church of South
India, a gpocific resolution waz drawn up and cams into
print in tha followingz report:

= » o The conversations with the Church of South India

vore considered mogt valuable, and it was RESOLVED to

ccomaend to tho ochurches that thess conversations be
continued, It was felt that if the C.S5.I. would fol-
low its principle of comprohensiveness in regard to

Church Union, and agree to a wider union, the adoption
of the simple exposition of the Gospel given by Luther

I, C. Jackson, "An Open Letter to the Bishops of' the
ﬂ,}i‘g‘;ﬁ PL South Indls,” Tho Gospel Wiltness, XLIV (October,
ls ° v e e -

- T
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in his Swmall Catechism could give thoe ILuthorans the
guarantee that the Coapel in its purity and entirety
eould be dizssminated through this simple book of in-
structlon , . » o To the Lutherans, unity in felth
iz the essential thing, and so far as order 1s con-
cernoed, the good work already effectod by the C.S.I.
L rogard Lo order would be zocaptoble in regard to a
uore comprohensive union with the ILutherens , « « «
The true name for the Church is the Church of the Apos-
Yolic faith, and the whole approach to the question of
Church Union was on tho basis of this fundemental waiby
?'f all b&'liﬂ‘iﬂgs that does exist even in divided Chrig-
Bndom . . o . :

This might have meant @ great deal of' encouragement to
the Church of South iIndia at the time it was writben, The
Lutheren Church had just been graced by a visit by Bishop
¥ygren and were in a ratiwr oxpansive moode A year later
(1951} the Lutherans had their attentlon diverted by a propo-
sai to set up a Lubtheron Theologicel College and thers were
Some 1ldeas aboub establishing the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in India. 7This plan quickly took prscedence in the minds of
the Lutherans, slthough some tried to waintain that both idoas
could be considered ot the sawe time.?! This would be quite
in accowplighment since it would involve the antithesis of
donominaticnalisw as over ageinst the formation of something
cloger to & universal churoh. In the last enalysis the Church
of South India was loft out of further negotiations.

65. ». Asirvvedam, "Fhe Tamil lvangelical Luthoran Ghurch

%}}d Ghurc};.'c;xion," The Gospel Witness, XLV (iiarch, 1950),

T'9e Ghurch of South Indla," The Gospel liitness, XLVII
(Pebruary, 1951), 160, T

.
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ferzo of Vollowship with Parent ilodies

The position of tho Ohupreh of kne s2iand ig a it herd o
Toducs to rational prineiples. fThe Anglicans rofuzed to go
“0 Pellowship with the Chureh of South Indie. This is
Pather strangs v o L6 iz remombarsed that the Church of Eng-
L full comaunion with the Church: of Sweden, which
in turs; L5 Lo Tull ecomuuvnion with other Lutheran, non-cplse—

Tha Qhurch of ingland aleo originaliy used

GOV CRGE o

10 e 9y T wor 7l S R s o o - -a p - PR e
We=epLlscopnlly ordained lutherans in its wission work in
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Chura of Soutn Indle submitted a resolution

e V5870 et
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*0 s Gonvoonblon of Csnterbury and York. This resolubion

52 03 A 1w gn o
contained thess proposed points of sgrec:ent:

{ F . = = - % 2, -
\‘1}._”‘.,::-.3 5, presbybers and deacons of the Church of
O Indla may be juvited to precel: ia Angliean churcnos

?l:i.ﬁ':l.-'b.-.ulu Qeceagions, at the diserebion of' ithe hishops;s
< Poracr Anglicen cl rgw, when on furlough or when

LIS
zoburnloy for permanent work, way if thoy deaire resume
full status as winlsters of the Chureh of Fngland, bLsing
'ﬂ-!‘i.;ucn.. o Church of nglanéd rogulatlonsy ( ;f Formor
commmicante uny receive loly Comuunion in thwo

'? L.'f oa1n

.-.l

Chues iret of i -ﬂé.’,l md; (i) Othor covmunicants of the Chureh
o 3outh Indis when in Huglond wey ve \,clcor:esd to lloly
Comnunion os vi. itors 1‘rcm a Christinn comsunion over-

Bous, ot ‘-:'c. diseretion o tho bishop: (&) Anglican

G“—rrw and lay persons going oub to Souih India way ac-
capt Lhe nunpli..zlity of thot Chureh for the porformance
o P.:'us"ﬂy funetvions o thoe receiving: of loly Communion

This in ezsnence formed the agr:ement betwecn the Church

o ""..“m Churcih: off Soutnn India Joint Go“i::nittec: Report to
i Convocution of Canterbury and York," %The Hationsl Chris-

Yian cou Lounecil .eview, IXX {August, 1050), 333,

R
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f England end ths Ghurch of South Tmate. Tt 1s aignificent
Yo notg thet no apgrscuoent wes reached on the proposel that
Othar ®piscopally ordained prosbytors and deacons should be
Pernittod to colebrato Holy Commsmunion in Anglican churches.
Tho AGeation had heen discussed and tho Church of IEngland
¥ould agree to this proposal only on the condiiion thet such
uen 1imit their ministrations to the Church of England and
Ghat thoy not use their freedom to fellowship with the non-
opiscopal churchas.?  The basic features of this agreemont
¥ore acceptod by the Church of Ireland in 192,10

The question of followship did not disrupt the support
given to the Church of South India on the part of t'.l_m various
mlssion soeletiics and churches. The Church of South Indla
had bean cateblished only after it was assured of this con-
tinued support. Whe general dissatisfection with the hin-
drances thias involved is brought out in an editorial cowment

in the orricial pupor of the Church of South India with these

words;

The Church Union Hovement 1s pertly the cause and partly
e posuli of the Zouwenical HFovement. It 1s affected
both by tleological and by non-theologlecal fectors, the
o5t non-theologienl factor being the Aluwighty Dollar -

or the (mmipotent Tound « « « « EZven Comity is not
enough; it has served its day. Now Church Union is es-
gential, but is not enough, because sgowetimes 1t mey
eapily result, not in a Church Union, as such, but in

'9-;.‘3.5_"1'- Ppe 334 T.

of (10"c‘nu1=ch of . Irelend and 0.5.I.," The South Indie Church-
Bait ‘August, 1952)sp, 1k,

h& R .,
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& supcrdenomination. The Church of South India - & atep

in the ripght direction = 1s nevertholess, mot what such

& united Jouth India should be ideally, but rather what

wlsslonuries gnd those brought up by thom, thiniz it

ought to be,Lld i

o metier how wuch the Church of South India might dis-
like the dircotiven connected with the support given by
ehurclns and wmisaion socleties, it has no intention of giving
Up or doing without this support for the time beings On
Februery 12, 1953, the Church of South India Council in
Great Britein was established, Previous to this a committes
had been functioning to co-ordinate the vwork of the uisslonary
socioties wuulch suprorted the Church of South Indis. The
chairunn of the newly formed council is Rev., J. 5. H. fooper,
Who was the forwer treasuver of the Church of South India.
The churcihes represented in this council are: Anglican,
Hethodist, Congregational, and the Church of Scotland. Iis-
slonary Societies repreosented include: C.lK.S.3 C.EB.Z.1H.S.;
Ce.FuM.C.3 L.H.S.; M.H.5.; and 0.E.G. There are thirty.
olght people atteched to this council, lost of them are full
tlze pastors in ngland so the work is left mainly to the
chairmen and several secrotaries. 2 This dontinued support

frow the parent bodies melkes the Church of Zouth India some-

thiing leoss than indlgenous,

X e Pattern of Christien Work in India,™ Zhe South
India Churchman (December, 1953), pp. 2 f.

1280 .3.1. Councll in G.B.," The South Indis Churchman

Yarch, 1953), p. .
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A Nevitalized Hvangelical NMission Program

ver since ite formation in 1947 the loaders of the
Chureh of sSouth Inddia have been emphasiging the basic need
for vangelism on the part of the new church. %his emphasis
hagy brought about a groat misslonary zeal in the Church of
South India and has led to the inaugurstion of "foreign
Wlssions." ‘e Church of South India has aluost a score of
Bilssions in operation which 1t wmaintains at an amnual cost of
Rae 128,000 (about 425,600) without any foreign aid. The
Ciurelh of' South India ecarries on so-called Poreign misalons

anong thoe cboriginal Gonds in Contral India and owong the

hatives of the island of Papuu.13
~ho Church of' South Indis and the Papua District Com-

witlee of tho L.4.8. have & working agrecment in Fapua

whereby the Fepue District Commitiee advises bthe Church of

South India whenever there are openings for Church of South

Indie vorkers or missionaries. The only real difficulty in J
this motter iz that the Church of South India missionaries 1
often do not have adequate training, but wany of them are

proving to be sucecossful workaru.lll-
This raises tho question whether the native churches or

13... Frisstl "3 United Church Ev. olizes,"
ﬁ;l?'n& Ci wistiug'council Review, ILXXII ESeptsmbor. 1'952) s
11. TR e . S o S, S~

m"Pﬂ-Pun." She South India Churchman (July, 1953), p. 5.

e
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the mission soelobics should carry on mission work. The
+o nicely sumued up by one of the bishops in the
Fursh of south Indla in this manner:

v » » The cighteonth century knew Churches which had
;.oi.':al Ly \c suged to be missionery aocleties and saw the
Blrth of missicnary socioties which made no claim to be
Chwrehes . . . . As was to be expscted, the missionary
L.:»c:c*‘ ios often brought with them an Inadeguate dootrine
L the Church, Tho wmain emphasis in sll the thinking
3 1:---* youngor churches to-day is towards the remedyling
I this defect, The words "dovolution," "integration”
ind the like remind us of the struggles which the
-iJurrr's, Churches are having to reassert the truth thut
b lz thes Church which 1s the wmission becagge it has
the commisaion %o represent Christ to men.

u*::mpc

It must te noted that the union movement in south India

Wes primerily Indien., fThis developument chows thab some of

Christisn leaders weyo viewing their church as a

“lsslonery ageney rather than en oz-;_;::nizs.:i:ion.lé
Neconatruction of Liturgy

Conuidersble difficulty has been encountered in formaing

& unliorsn liturgy. One of the sarly attempts is espeelally

o de rue, — Pa® .
weeworthy, A proposed form of sorvice closely following

indu pagan rites wes conducted abt the Bishop's Theological

College at Tiru mariyur and later reproduced at the Contenary

Hall with the urging of Bishop Solwyne The form of the

; i5
°3. 4. Lesslie liewbigin, Tho Rounion of tihe Church
(Lonﬁcn: 3CL resa, 1911-3): P

16, J. Aran gaden, Church Unlon in South Indin (lianga-

!I'

lors: Basel ! dsoion Press, 1'511.7’- P-—I5°
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rvice is roughly as follows: no clerical vestmenis, in-

stead,all wear notive Indian costumes; all worshippers wash
Thelr rect at the door of the chapel (a Hindu custom); the
Worghippers go in procession around the chapel singing Tamil
lyrics (a_iiinau custom); then the confession is sunz az a

1yric to the cocoupaninent of Indian wusicel instruments.

-

s [a) e me e s o L - H

18 sermon was based on an important idea in the Tamil Saiva
S8ldchient: 17 o £

wainanta, This pertlculaz form of scrvice was by no uieans
Comnon, bub it does illustrate the oxtremes possible in a
Gnureh which is not uniforwm in its practice.

Something hos beon done to produce a more unifor: order

of serviece for tho congregations in the Church of South India,

A liturgy committee was sebt up in 1948 and worked out e 11-

ursy buased on some elements of all the union churches. This

order of scrvico was first used at tho synod in 1950. 4 fi-

nal form of the order of servico should be adopted at the

-

synod of 19¢h after the diffieultics have beon oliminated

lurding this trial period.

o

~

4 completoly now lectlonary is belng drawn up to In-

elude the readings for daily services. BSomo eroas even pre-

seribe serwon texts whiech must be used.
In addition to the combinod order of scrvice therec is

the order of communion. Besides these combined orders thers

wlll also have to be specific rites sccording to the Anglican

174, g, Appesany, "An Indian Foru of Yorship," The ila-
Ltional Christisn Council Review, LXVIII (January, 19018), 23 f.

_
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and Neformed traditions. An order for confirmation hes been
selocted with the view of gaining tho approval of the Church
of Hngland, The Hethodist gourch of Australia has proposed
7411 now thore has

18

| - e -
‘ %o take on this order of confirmatlons

been no worl: on a uniforu baptismal servico.

15;, . w. Brown, "Flve Years of Liturgical Erogress, " Ihe

South India Churchman (Septembor, 1952), pp. 10 T-




CHAPTER VI

SVALUATION oF THE ESTABLISHEENT OF THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

-l

e Church of South Indle considers itself to be in
the proeess of union, The inauguration of the union in 1947
has zlvays beon regarded as only the beginningz rather than
the couplete consummation of this union, The proposal incor-
Porated in the negotiations for union stated thet setusl
union was not contemplated till thirty years after the union
had been inavgurated. For this reason it is difficult %o
Zive & true evaluation of this union at this sarly datec since

the union hus besn in operation for only six years.
A Critical Bvaluation from England, Awmeriea, and India

One of the distinguishing marks of the union wes the

large amount of eritieism which 1t receivod. This eriticism

continued after the union, but at a lesseor pace. The raeal

value of this criticisu is that it gilves somewhat of an eval-
uation of the union itself. The presentation of a sample
criticism frowm outside the union will holp toward a proper
evaluation, A Scottish Episcopal minister had this Go say

ebout the Chureh of South India in 1950:

The Church of South India has now close on a wllllon
adhorents, Dut in spite of our fondest hopes, theo union
has not yet resulted in eny reduction 1n the nuuber of
divisions in tho body of Christ in South India or iIn the
world. Anglicans, Precabyterians, lMethodists, Congrege-
tionalists, are all reported to have stayed out in

—
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gliicfant places, and the new Church of South India
S ot yet in full communion with Anglicens anywhere.
e v o but it sometimes acems almost as if we werec
movlpe towards the formation of a Frotestant bloc,
?uuué—V}s the Homen Church in particuler , ¢ « « I
Y6 ars in Tact elming at the esteblishment of a Fro-
L?ucanu bloc, then it 1s hypoerisy to claim that_wo are
striving for the fulfillment of the Lord's will.l

“his is rathor sharp criticism coming from a guarter
vhich hag actually gainod nuaech in the union that adopted

She historie eplscopate, A wmuch more deliborate and bhought-

ful criticism can be galned from a rather lengthy excerpt
found in a Lutheren papor published in Auerica. This
Luthioran wpiter sets forth thia opinion:

Althwuzh the union 1s not of such a nature es to come-
mond itsolf to one with the Luthsran conception of the
naturs of the Caurch it is, on the whole, a step in the
right direciions The united Church has adopted a wmini-
muz ersdal statomont which includes the authoriiy of
the Vord of (God, the atoning work of Christ, and the
doetrine of salvation by faith. It confesses clearly
tho essentlal doetrines of tho holy catholic faith, It
does not make a dotailed confession of falth omn all im-
wortant doctrines because 1t feels that the uniting
churches must "grow together" in the faith. Un this
principle no uniting church was expocted to surrender
or alter any of ita beliofs before union, iiuch empha-
sle has been placed on the ¥contribution" which each of
the uniting churches has wmade to the whole, an emphasis
which has given rise to the fear among some Lutherans
that the now Church by "stending for everything! will
in the end "fall for anything,"

Our judgment on this new venture in Frotestent unity
should be tempered by the knowledge that it has been
brought about by the efforts of men who humbly and sin-
cerely belisve that they ere acting in obedlence to the
will of God and the guldance of the Ioly Spirit. To
overlook this fact, or to minimize it in any way, would
dizcolor our whole view of the Church of 3South India,

LG, 1. Copland, "On From South India," The National
Christian Council Heview, LXX (March, 1950), 115 T.
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Although there 18, in our view, an incomplete under-
standing of' the naturo of the Church's catholiclty aand
& resulting overeuwphasis on the outward form of the
Church,; there has been and is, an earncst desire to
manif'est in a greater measure than heretofore the
cxleting unity awong believers . « « « If we Lutherans,
in our lewful anxiety to preserve the true nature of
the Church's catholicity, heve at times tended to mini-
mize the importence of the outward manifestation of thab
ity we can Tind an exemplary corrective in the zecl
and conscoration with which these wen have pursued
their goal of "One Church,”

Since the writer of tho rbove remarks 1s connectod with
this writer's denominution, hils remarks can in part be taken
tu express wy own opinion. However, for & more complets
evaluation of the critlciasm leveled agalnst the Church of
Soubhn India we nmust also conaider the ceriticism coming from
wlthiln that church. There could casily be much gucting of
tie radicsla, but a good conolsc evaluation 1s given in an

iitorial of the ofricial paper of the Church of Soutk India.

2aiv
The editor states hig position with these words:

o wondoer that - not taking into eccount the Bishops
and Conferenco habitues ~ thore is more onthusiasm

for the C.3.I. among Misslonaries (some of whom jea-
lously regard it as their handiwork) than awong other
indigenous clergy, who hardly fecl thut thoy have a
stake in the Church, or among the lalty who were not
adequabely prepared for the coming Union and have,
therefore, largely reconciled themselves to it as inevi-
table. The truth is Lhat there is l1little lovg or enthu-
siasm for the C.S5.I. among the rank and file,

2%, L. Kretzman, "The Future of the Lutheran Churech in

A

the Orient," American Lutheran, XXXIII (January, 1950),
70.!1&18.

343he Challenge of G.5.Z.," The South Indie Churchman.
(Septemboer, 1952), p. 3. L




h
With the wmaterial in this paper as background I shall
attempt to Zive wmy own evalustion of the Church of South India,

|
LParticulerliy in btwo fieldz. Tho first arsn will be the basic

Unifying factor and its value as a basis for union, and theo

Socond will be the advantages and disadvantages of church

union in a go-called mission erea.
The Basic Unifying Factor

The basic unifying factor in the Church of Scuth Indis

tie doetrine of the Chureh. This doctrine has been over-

i
[ 4]

s8implliried and is based elmost entirely on dohn 17 and
This oversimplification has led to Tthe develop-

Bphesiens ly,
oi the outwerd forwm of the Church while gseriously nog-

lecting the inner unity of faith which constitutss the Church.
Cortainly both outward union and inner unity were taken inte

conglderation, but outward union was considered the primary

fector gnd Inward unity as secondary, Hany other attempts

&t union havo stfaasad the inward unity irst and the outward

union second. Thoe true basis of union lies in achieving some

degroo of balance between these two factors.
By putting this emphasis on the doctrine of' the Church,

the Church of South Indie chose wisely, Tho act of the

wmetter is thst any scheme of union must always be considered
in terms of Church union and not denominational union. The

one large fault found in the position of the Church of South
India 1s that it did not sufiiciently define this doctrine

I —
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of the Church o gabisfy those groups which it houped to tale
intc Tellowship with itself. Iowever, at the same time the
Church of South India wust be coumended for its attempt at

simplicity in stabing its doctrine which reduced the wrangling

over words Go a winimune.
Adventages and Disadvantages of Unlon in a Hission Area

“he adventaeges of church union in a so-called mizsion
area arc generally the seme &s thoy would be in any other
area, lowever, in the mission area the Church must be ex-
Uremely careful not to expose itself to undue ridicule from
the heathen. This ridicule finds a fertile field in the
various dilvisions that have been produced by denominationalism,.
A Trus union of the Church would make 1% posaible to have &
union of effort and moans, and would mako for better steward-
ship of men and funds sent to the miasion area. Anotheor ad-
vantuge would be that the mission area could be covercd more
effectlvely by a cenbral plan end strategy. 4Above all, a
united Church would be in a betier position to ostsblish in-
digenous churches since 1t would eliminate the danger of se-
cesglion and transfer of lsaders from one denomination to the
othor., However, in the insl analysis thaé; advantagoes de-
pend entirqu on a union in fauith and doctrine as well as in
outward form.

The disadventages of church union as it is exemplifiled

in the Church of South India can be divided into two wmajor
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| Cotegories. One disadventago is a drastiec reduction in the
doctrinal platform of the Church. By attempting to integrate
the dootrins and practice of many doenominations it has 1n the
bProcess edopted orror as well as truth. This still leaves
the new church with the problem of trying to weed out the

@rrors wilthout disrupting the outward form. The other disad-

vanbage of chureh union in a wission area 1s the complication
that develops in producing an indigenous church. The Church
of' South India is still receiving financial sssistancs from
1ts parent orgenizations. As long as this situation continues,
the (hureh of South Indla will be bound to these parent or-
gunizations because they show no intention of contributing
funds without at the same time contribubing olaims snd de-
tands on the now church. If this support is withdrawn, the
Chiurch of South Indla is in danger of disintegrating because

C R )

of' 1ts acute poverty. On the othor hand, so long as this sup-
port exists tho Church of South India will not beo able to ss-
tablish itself as a truly indigenous churche.

There 1s a valuable leason to be learned from the union
which brought about the Church of South 'ndia. The men who
vorked for its Tformation did not all seo it come into being.
Hloviever, in the process they exhibited a faith thaot would
not be daunted by the most difficult obsiacles that are con-
nccted with efforts of thls kind. They have given & wvaluablo
example to all those who think that ell effort at union is

useless. Their overemphasis on the outward aspects of' church

_
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union was aesporately nceded to counteract bto some degroc

| the overemphasis on the confessional aspocts of church union,

L

e sad tale of history gives us no veal assurance thet these
two empheses will ever be brought into proper balance, but

Uhis balance 1s something that must be cssential in 211

uniocn efforts.
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