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TAE DOCTRINE OF THE SaORANENES
iz
T™ha AFOSTOLIO FATHERS

The dostrine of the sacracents in the OUhristian Chozah

b & moet ocufovbing, and strongth and life si._v,l.g-. :
teunct : vhioh ouwr Jowd and Easter Josus Christ Fluself,
in M3 hely miniletry as the Ravior ant Redoomer of ain~
Lol meun, estoblisked and oon®irmed for a definits pur~
pocgs JIE 1z o fundemcontal tenohing of the nav €lopen—
saticu vhiiah iz taupht vitk plainnass and porspicuity

by practionlly mll of the aseverzl vriters of the I'er
Taehosmont, Torstheor vith the Tord of God the saocra-

mente coxpoea the lisans of frace vhioch ara given for tha
salvu'ion of man, and without vhioch tha porar of tha

Toly Spirit doea not opexate, Waa this Chriatian doot=
rine ol the sacramont taught in 1tavurity in subaportclie
1iteraturo, or did the immediate follorers of tha disciplas
rnd apostles already injeat into ik part of the leaven of
unrightecusnosa vhich in time vas destined to sorrupt
almost the entire Ohristian Chmrch and to oulminate in
that diabolical inatitution of vhich Paul says in 2 Theaa.
its heed 1i:: the =mon of pardition v'ho opposeth and exal-
teth himgself above all that i1a onlled God? This quali~
tion ¥ill be anaversd in tha following discoursa. Tha
treatment of the dootrine of the ssoreamsnta by the
Aportolie Tathera vill ba conaicered, UVhat vas tha
mabetance of the dootrinat Vhat did thay teach of tha
form, materisl, objeoct of theaa sacramsnta? Before
entering into the body of the dimcussion, hovever, an
appreciation of the meaning of the terms 'Ap_jditoli‘e Fath-
era” and "Raordments™ vill ba in order,

T. "Tha name of "Apostolic Fathara' ia so
firaly established by usage that it will certainly naver
ba abandoned; bDut 1t ia not altogethar a satiafactory
title for the cocllestion of rritings %6 vhich it is
givon, It meana that the rritora in quastion may bDe
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supposed to have had peirsonsl knorlodre of soms of the
dpostlen, hut =ot meotunlly to have Tolonged to ‘thalr
mimhes, it ghould also be noted ths" the titls does

not represant -uy anarient tredition, thers ara no traces
of any early scllection of "Apostolis Tathera,” and sach
of them bus a separ+ie litorery history."I) newe

is given to certain rritors vho lived From the time of

the danill: of fuint dobm, the last surviving ipostle
(abouk T00 4.D.), to tho derth of Folyosrp, Saint John's
arsd dizeiple (ILE-I50).2) Trhoma genarally insliuded
unler the tftle axe Mlewens Romarms, Ignatius, Folyoarp,
Jarnebes, TMoraas, snd the vriters of the Mdacha, Fpistle
to Diognosus, ond 84 Olement, Sometimes the nams 1s
extendr! to fapiam of Mercpolie, ipology of Aristices,
and Just'n Larbyry thesc lasi nomnd ara, Py nok
Properly inoliwvied in the titic. Thomo xen have bagqueath:ed
to posteriiy iheir religiocus feolings in mommsnts of
ilteratura. They rre among tho earliest utterances of -
Chriction foit» *:4oh have osmsa dovn to us. 4ll of thaa
are of the naoture of cocarsiomal produsta and ‘Sreathe

a spirli of deep nilaty.3) This Christiun literaturs ia

of crent hirtoridal intere~t and iImportance. "Thias is -
erdng Go Eha lipht 1a thrown baok on iApostolia tiues mnd
tho LosbZuony bBorne to Ghriestian 1ife, thought, rTorship,
vori: cud or-anication durins an sge —ﬁun the ! al Tan
unfer whe tgri.dnmn mainly, of men vho had been asaodiak-
ing vith the iposties.B) Let this Lricf explanaticn

of th» ferm su®lice; an imulry into tha antkantleity,
Inbegrity, cboctere, of the wvaricus books would lesad

too for -~f?ald frox the noiat at iszus.

£2. "hat teaching do wa menn to zet forthk
vhen vo employ the Tord 'sacreament'? Tct is msant Then
Te spoaz 07 u andrunent? ilef us vmdsratand fully the
veine o thie borm. That the Mristian Chmrel tomches
then 1t speaks of macranenta is very vell exprescod by
i, L« freascbucr: "The sacrerents are saornd noks of dly-
ine Inet?tubtion, in rhiech, rherever they are properly
administernd by tho use of tho presoribed axternal elem-
ente in oonjunstion with the divine voris of institution,
fod is, in a oanncr pecunlisxr to cnalr sacresment, presont
rith the “ord an’ olencnt, earmeatly offers to all *ho
pert.Zme of the gaorement Jorgivenere of s ins, cnd saternmal
salvaticn, and oparakesx tor<r& tha asaceptance of Lhasa
b:l.nr,l.nr\:.-, oz Lovaid greaber assursnce of thelr poases~
gion,"4;, ALcaovding to this statem:ant there are thras

I) Mreopp Lake, The Apogtolic Fathors, vol.I,vii
£) Tenry Coron in Imntermationsl Orr, p.IGES

3) Snoyol., Dxit, II, IC4 =

4) Dooctrinal Theology P.I16I
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requirenrnts neosseury to completoc = sacrsment, namsly:

I. “he command of fod (mandntux)j; 9. tha promisa of for-
givenoan of ein (proziassio gratise)j 3. 2 visible slsxent
presoribsd Ly fod (elemsntum).d) Eavirg this in mind
¥e Uind that Noly Teoripture seis forth but tvo sacramsnta:
Baptisn end the Lord's Supper.I) Thess tro alona fulfil
the requireusnits domanded of a scoramont, and thesa tyo
only ara es*cbiiched by fod's Tord; I Jolm B, 8.8: This 1a
e that asie by vabter cnd blood, aven Jasua 48t nok

oy *afer enlr, Sut Ly rater and blood. Awd 1t 1s fﬂlﬂ.ﬁ.

that bonroth ritnoms, besauss the Spirit iz truth, o
therns ox» thrac that bSoar vritmeer in ~arth, the Spirit,
::eﬂ gl'ae vuter, mud the bDlcod: and thene three cgree in

8. Ard nor ve may place tho quecetions Vha
ic tho tenchicg o" tha ipostolia Fathers conternirg the
_non'\mntﬂ et da they taach of Daptimm snd of the
Lord's Luppar? Is the mumber of sdoramenta Tomtricted
Go iro or ic there rrason to beilove that the Nomish
ﬂ;ﬂu‘ﬂh ™ole in these vritings ground for its t=a !
01 grven saorewenta? In treating first on isn ax
then on the Leord'a Supper these questiona vill be taken
oarn ol,

~ of Naptimm .

4. Thile tho maorament of Foly Baptiam
ie =cb meutloind *n ccal ona of the hooks of Ehe Apostolis
Jekhwe, yol 1t can he Leken for grented that 1t ras
bnilgved and pr-otised by the authe:s of thesa baoka,
For bhoy all prooiaim the -raving trhth of Jesus Cerist
erucifisd and inslude the Lsana of Craca oX'rhish-tha
Bgoramenic aye n pertj not alvays In olsor outspoken
vorde, 'Sis trus, but yet i1t iz tha Foundation of thair
relirion Thekhnr thoy memtlon 1t or not. The purposs
0" thn Dooik in some caseh oparated to sxoluds gensral
truths. Conofder the iertyrdom of Fhlycarp in rhich
book Lhere 4s little opportunity to speaik of tha sacrewn~
ente, for 2t 1z s narratio: of an Fistorical occurance,
yot the pure toris of the aspotolis trut* of the viscar-
jous atociwment are soundod rien 'tha outhor says: "Christ;
tha Zon of fod, vho suffexrrd for the =xalwvatlio~ of those
vho are ™ainr~ suvei in the rhole —orll, the innoocent for
the pin-era;"™s) and vhat finor Chriatinan rords aould
be rpoken thun vhen Folyoerp said;y "For eighty and six
7eare have I Leen his snrvant, and he has oe no_
=rony, and Lo~ can I blaspheme my king tho saved me?"4)
Could suck roble confes-ions of Taristian Ifaith ba mro-
femaod but a fer deandra aftar the tize of the divinely

I) Fiopay IIT, pp.T36f. 7.0. ot Apol., Ark.¥ITI,
Soinan, Cabooilem. _

2) Guonther, Symbolik p.S6G 3) XVIi, ¢ {
4) us rupre I¥%, 3j Also in Musoblus, “Png. ti. P.ISM
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rastrigticns ar? in Jull assord ~ith Toly Zeripture
ani ara iu rvifcuiac todoy in the wieible Omia™ o tha
«=ignowr! "ynol, "hon T, 7.0'. .. Tolther Tyitesz in his
Pastorulr thet the oup must be reztricted to: =) boptized
fhristiane, %) rho can svemine theusalves, a) Tho beilere
in &~ rorract dcoaiiing an? purposs of the Lord'a & Ty
apd 4) viio hur? reumiited no opon offense,l) ve mirht
almont rage-et that lo Gook this Tucharistis ucase .from
the Lpostoliec Ththera, so elce-ly do thay ohaarva tha or-
dinanoes layel dorn in Tolry Soripture, Oould 4% ba pos=
gible that the .postolis T thora, =ho laid rfo umch eirona
en folleriapr in Gh: Jvokcteps of their divinely inapired
h!dorn, rould felthlully cbserve tha detalled Christion
Tabing nai Blogaleg the aooy Peble vhich Ehey so Bighly
aai zaing the vory () oy so hipghly
honored and reongated? It cammot be! 'The very faot that
these reetristions vrera obanrved shor vith ~hat holinems
ond maoreinace thr “ucharist veas Anvestod. ind the fact
that thoaa restriotions are contaimofl in thn =ame. apom-
tolls "ritinma Thish oontaln the vords of Tnatitation 1a
an ad tod testimony to thr oocmolusion vhish ra have drarn,

24. The roctriotlions under consideration
are foun?! wufals 1a the Didachs mnd n the letterz of
TEnae®u2, Ta $hage oplstles re Tin? that only thoma =are
o he afuitt-? to the ™ucharist *ho: a) Tere buptiz-1,
"Lat noue cul or drin' of your Tucharist orespt tkose rho
have Decs Ty bfme?! i the Lord's nsme;"E) D) belisTod ia
tha orihcflor doat>*no of tha Lord'a Supper, "They abetain
2rom TusharMet ac? prayer, bocause thery €o not comfesa
tant Ehe ™uohmrdsb 1 the flesh of ocur Savior Jesis Ohrist
TEo sul"arel Toz oor eins, vHish tha Tather. ralsaed R 2y
ki =mordnoaun3;™®) a) Tho could sxamine the:-celves, “Mold
Tuch:»#ict afbsr bavin~ noafessed your mins that your ofLarre
inz way Vo Zurs,"4) o, "If any wan be heiy lat h'um coos
(ko &% LorA's Tabla), !2 any be mot lot %im wapent;S)

.4) zho %29 sonuillsd oo opor offemeas, “"Subt lat none vho
Bae a yuarrel ~416™ hir fellor jJoln in your meeting until
he Lo »-scuclled thad vour sacrifice be not defiled."3)
“uch wsre the royulrowonts. Thakb they vers tousht by tha
entire sariy Mmure: con Ya taken for rranted, for suailn
rartyr o thoe Mureh Matkers sive acple proof of their
PTGEsnoo

26, oy Yo Lake 1%t from theas quotationsz
rorbriatione thas the Oatholis Faorament af Tevanga
was baus™t 1u the .pontolic Pathera? Cardiaal O4b“oms
olaims, "that all Tathers of the Mhurch fiom tha Lirst
ko the last (hligell, pex®aps, bBeing the laat) ineiat

I) pp.TC0SS. Tv2de Tinp=y TYI, 443, £) Did. IX
3] Ima, 22 "oy, VIX +) ™Md, YITV, £
B) MA, %, & 8) Dia, XIV, B
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upon LFe prasseiiy cf Coecremantal “onfeznion as a Divins
Inatibutlon."I) Thare 4z nc neeld teo go into the matter;
e purity of tresn passarco speaus for 1tzell. he
passaros faslwle o qore than is inelwded 1 tha Npisties
ef iaul apd iz tho row:inder of tha Tor Tcsbanens, aod
Ehis fnsistonns (on the part of the Oathollos) wuct get
1ta authoriby frem the Nible if it 1o to stand,

83. And -£iually, sonssrnirg the minlstar
ef the ™uobnrici. The rame holds truo of the ministe> of
the Lord'o "u.par ac’ of ths ministsr of tho Foly Sapbian.
T00 mua’: wuive ras placed upon the bishop's vork, too much
stresn vae lal' upon tho paster's duiy. This ™oz baken
advantas: of by the supposed successors of Peter as tine
rent on mu~l $o the sorreo~ of tha Ohriastian Church.

Tn comoiugici. "o "nd that tho apoatoile Tuthers taught
El:z saerraonis ~ith almost tho came purity that Thric: had
lustl=nkdl Lhow vithin Pir Murceh, Thay were inaoluded 3=
the Leans ¢ Mnian ~kiah varo given Ly flod aa tha only Tay
inte salwri?ui,. ™6 cortainiy Tind tokens of deap OEriak-
ia: 1ifa *n tho rorks ol the ipomtolic Tathors, yet tha -
mpnrhaii: look of ner bthoupkt and the constant repiiition
of the .posiolin Meriptvre aliks vitness that, 1n a spirit-
url penes, an 817 'ud onsued upon & mighty flood, or that
e Muarel 1o nc lonrar vrader ths influsnce of extracrdin-
arys porer =f fanpiraticn."S8) "Taken in thoir ontmlaL
the =27%%0m0 u» practienl and valucble, buk =itk 1it:
Trluo fox ¢t Maniion, & yort, Morever, conlbalnm mmuoh
j.'nl.:e telml:ri.?n m:l. lzotn"n:idn i?‘)’ true n}:bd.n.e of Su:.-lpzm
S InSospreuing allogerdonlliy. Iapurily Tus presan
evon ot thilr carly dat~ 1= the "Iurel:, The dovll axd hia
=egte of anscls —oull nob permui: tho (bmroh of Ohariet to
e=ist wdird - »a und woattacked. Salan touptod the lmuci-
2ata felloavc of the aposiian By challenring thelr »ishi
of Judszendt Tn “s'poural mattrcre, Fe polnted ko tha cem=
plete? ®axdpbure and oald, "Doos Cod really mesan thatt®
and in $ims ho russooded; Lo a horridls sxtent, in sover-
iar ths Mureh: "rou trase Mocks of God. T can sse tha
leaven o unristeconcne~r af rori in fthese Trtinza, 1%t 1s
not mush, yrt, & took onmly & lantarn to Taurn dorm the alty
of ™} « Tub fMod keld Jatan in ohwok, Eha dovil *am ot
par—ittaed te 4o «r *o Tirhed; the decirine of the Tuckarish,
in pariisular, :c net Eo ba polutol ratanie potera,
That ~ur to romain pure unte tha Chursh wntil the riath
eenburmy, I Thi” vero a rorszon T shouid sgy: Let o usk

Tanatins of figd that ou> Moara: may kesp forever pure
the ma~rold touohinrs of Wi holy Terd.

T} Zaith; of on> “atheve, p.A4E
2) Lartensen, Orririian Nogmotios, p.408
3) M. Tua". aouse, Zebonsllder, p.48
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