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BAPTISHAYL CUSTO!NS IN THE EARLY CHURCH UP TO 360 A.D.

INTRODUCTION

1. The ountline of this paper follows thls general order: first

to treat the baptismal customs in the church during the age of develop-
ment of these cuetoms ,coneldering the New Testament literature and then
the literatuvre of tho Avostollie Fathers. This will bring us to the date
ca 180 A.D. after which to 350 we shall consaider the customs as they

(2

existed in an ideal condition.

2. It is imwossible to conafdor every detall of the long list of

A S e M S S S S e e o

rites, hocnmae ther Aiffered in different localities, For example, the

T

p nravalence of' a horesy in a given distrlet 1s soon thereafter reflected
in the order of hantism. The fact of persecutions and their intensity
1ikelse hns its effect. 1Zven the reneral dogmatic tendencles of a
gaction of Christianity will mark changes.

This paper is written more from the historical,than the dogmatical
or litureical noint of view, y.et we of the Lutheran falth treating the

subjeect of baptism must certainly recognize the accusations of the
an.l'.i-naedo-hant:!._sts vho accuse us:"That infant baptism, taken as a whole
and throughout itz histery, has been the moat serious departure from
ApoantollcRChristlanity and evn,'np:elicnl faith thet the werld has to shom"
-1-,henon there 1s the point in this paper, nenely tﬂvinﬁicnta the
Intheran and Apostolic nsage.

Tha scepe of the paper is to consider "Bantismal Customs” in the
widast sense. Therefore we relégate to part II,C4P the discussion of

vhat wve ceall baptismal rites,and mean thereby the acts connected with

=1- Y.J.ilc Glothlin "Infant Baptism Historionlly Considered"-Preface. |
T i B s ek e et st~ — S S L |



" cluled With baptism. [Cf. "Wwo Waye" of the Didache which suggest a

broupht under the discussions at that point, but by understaning we

L

the actual ceremony of boptizing; many of the related customs could be

conceive bantismal customs in the wider sense. This tnesincludes a
discusslion of the instructional and :!.1turpi.ea1 acts pre¥vious to the
baptism and alasc a survey of the catachumenate of the sscond and third

century, vwhich hnd as its purpose,to prepare men for baptiam.

I Baptismal Custome During the Ame of Development up to ca 180 A, D.

A« In Jew Testament Times. )

l. Tnstructional Tangen.

De The Few Tostament dees give us sufficlent foundation for a
doetrinal understanding of baptism, but the liturgical part of it is not |3
80 thoroly oxnlained. It 1s for this reason that a atudy of anclent
rites muat have reccurse also tbh the many volumes written by early .
Chureh Fathera. Hovever, we profit by reviewinp the Scriptures on
those poihts.

Jeaus ,in Yis vioes on the scribns snd Phari Lsees, says of them in

liatt. 25,15,1loe o you,"for ve encompann sea and land to make one

nroselrta,” Mis vorse indicatos the activity of the Jews;"for daecadas
Jawish missionaries hrd covered the Hediterranean world; they had develo «f
ed a highly succeszful mropvaganda, and created a genulne catechumenate '

for pnroselytes, vhich embraced instruction in falth and morals and con-

relation to the: norn:l. instruction among the Jeus ,:tor the Two Ha_vs 'blltl
comnarison} in spots to Lev. 18-19 and to the Babylonian mmﬂ].-a-.

Thie econdition introduces us to the fect that in New Testament times ,
there was no elaborate pre-baptismal instruction. "Vhen the preaching |
of repentence untc forgiveness of sins had changed the heart of a man

to accent the Savior in faith, his convietion of 'I:l’lét faith at once made

=2- Reu- Gatechetlics , Sec., 5.




him a candidate for Baptism, whereby ho was ndmitted to the congregation
-5--

4, In the cnse of Jews i1t was necessary only that they recopgnize all
that they had learned of the Messgiah to be true of christ; but for the
‘HOre wnlearned,vwe may infer that there were several instructional usages
prevalent., IMirst, that there were we may infer
from such vnssapes os I Thess. 4,1-2; IT Thess.3,6; I Cor.4;17; Rom.8,17
and 16,17jand Xph. 4,20- the recurrent terms which are related to wapd
doris H became particularly simificent ,vhon 1t 1s .rememberad that
that term among the Jewe was a technical expression for the oral trens-
migsion of the lavw (Iark 7.3"For the Pharisees and Jews, excent ther
vash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders.").
The oft reveated catalorygs of vices (I Cor.6.9ff.et al.), virtues «
(6al.5.22fF ot al.), and tnﬁm of d«;mest:lc duties (Eph.5.22-6.9 et al.).

tend to strenrthon the idea.

6. ﬂec_ond,t‘nu‘l: thore were instructions in the falth we see from
I Cor.15.5-5; I Tim. 6.11ff; 2 Tim.3.10-4.3 (Cf. also Rom.6.4; 001.2,11
1 Pet.5.18-22) and especially Heb.6.1-2,reading "Therefore leaving the
prineiples of the doetrine of Ghr!.st. let us go unto perfection; not lay-
ing again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of falth
tovards éod, and of the doctrine of* bavtlsm, and of laying on of hands,
and of resurraction of the dead, and of eteornal ludement.” The Ezponito‘;:
Groek H.T. aﬁraea‘;ﬂmt these six doctrines were those in vhibh the write
had first instructed his hearers. The expressions "way" and "doctrine" |
used g0 often by Paul (e.g. Rom.6,17; I Gor.14.17)and found'also in |
dots;,n.F. 9.2", leads us to believe that there was a rather well-c.lofinedi
body of deetrine in connection with the catechdtical instruction in the
Yew Testamont. The "Two Yays" of the Didache (ch. 1-8) su.'bsi:a:ﬂ:i.ai:e"'I;hqj
supnosition of the prevalonce of moral formulae as being of a Vvery 'enr:li'g

-3- P.E.Kretzmann , "A Brief Hist




. many witnnsaes" and Heb., 10,22ff "having our bodles washed with pu;fia.tg'

date. : J

6. As to the place of instruction 1t would naturally be in the place
where tho .chnro‘n services were held, either before or after. Another
poaslibility 1s that of the house of the catechist, like Tyrannus in -
Acts 19.9.-4-,

I A.2. Titurgical Usages.

-
-

Te Tow turning to the liturgical usaged connected with Bagﬁ-ismal rites
A gonfassion of =in introduced the act. (Acts 2,38 "repent and be ’bnpt:l.l
and John's bantism); perhaps also an act of renunciation (Titus 2,12
"tanching us that denying vnrodliness and wvorldly lusts) and a confessi
of falth ( I Tim. 6,12 "Thou hast prefessed a good profession before

Let us hold fast tho nrofession of our falth"). In Acts 8,37 (Omitted
br lestle) the sunueh is asked whbther he helleves,whersupon "He ‘answsre
anl saj d, I believa that Jefus Christ 1s the Son of God!= thereupon :
Philin bantized him.,

e. The baptismal formula was certainly just as Christ had spoken it
in Matt.28,19. In Acts 2,38; 10,48; 9,5 we find mention of baptism
"In the name of Jesus Christ" of "in the name of the Lord" of "in the
name of the Lord Jesus"; how this is to be understood is difficult to
say, it seems most natural to suppose that such formmlae were also used. 1
. The meaning is the same, but for ‘ordinary purposes the Trinitarian

|

formula was used. ‘

9. The baptizers, we may safely assume, wers the apostles or their |

assistants, Acts 10,48; I Cor.l,17; John 4,2, and also ocualified laymen
or teachera: I Cor. 12,28; (Gal.6,63 Acts 1i,26; 18,26; and REph.4,11-12

readinei1"And he gave some,apostles; and some, prophets; and song, ’evans.eli

ists; and some, rmastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,

=4y, Dictionary of Christian Antiquities-Smith & Cheetham-
Art. Catechumens, III,Place.



“ L
apd the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christy"

10. ° The baptized were adults ,end also childreny they were baptized
by sprinkling. But this ouestion 1s waived at this point té be treated
later. It i1s to he noted hore that instruction of children was a fact,
80 that if children were baptized they were also instructed thereafter,
that mainly by their parents, of. Eph.6,1; 2 7im.=,15; especlally Xph.6,
and Col. 3,21.

I A 3. Cannes onerntiva to make for changes.

1l1. The Information on our toplic is scant in the Holy Scriptures,

but undoubdedly the ceramony was »in truth gulte simple. As time went
br there we»e customs added; undoubtedly the people were @ffected by the |-
lave of iIntricacies which they saw used by their heathen neighbors in |

thair naran mrsteries. Later, Christlianf were affected in their eeramon:l.e{j

but to say that Paul was @ffected in his doctrine,is untenable, as Sholdor%

in his "The liystery Nelipions and the Hew Testament" shows.

B. Customs in the Ape of the Apostolic Fathers.

e ey

)
]
il

There were other causes onerative to make the customs more elatorat

1) As the @hurch becmae mlder converts were drawn more from heathendom A

than from Jdewery, and the customs turned from the Jewish to the complexi- |

tles of the heathen mysteries; converts were taught a new meaning or

e =

heathen yrather than Jewish customs. 2) There were the heathen concept‘.l.onl};

of "mysteries” and the supernatural according to vhich people thOuSh'b--E'?

3) The @hurch vas a larger organization and needed more minute reg:ln‘bio:ﬂi“
B
to movern its inecreasing numhers- already John could address the seven

i

churches of .n.s;iu. 4) The Ghurch was perhaps applying the lesson of the

]
Freat number of apostacies due to insufficlent underatuﬂ.np of Ghristian!.%

tvls full import.-6-. 5) This was the ape of persecution in vhich care

mst be exercised against admitiing in7 formeys-G-.

-5~ S.Anquis. The Ediyavinwent of Early Chvistranidy - Ruod, s
=6=, atrmonn. P.34. TNingham. XTI, TIT.
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II B« 1. Inatructional Usages.- T e

12, Ye sno these traces of preater caution in inatruat!m eonvurta
ven]iaﬁnttelv in Justint's Apology ( I. 61) raadinp‘ "'.'I‘hosa who a'.-e DOr=
maded and believe in the truth of our teachings and g_a_'ungg_undertaks- _
to live nccordingly; they are taught to ask, with fastings, the remission

of thelr sins; we also praying and fasting with them. Then they ars
led by us to a place where there-1s water, and they are :ma,e;enera.t:ed-l in
the same way as we have beon regenerated.”

(¥}
The "eatechmmenate" vas developing; we note the mention of "teach-

m—

inga" ,"aarines”, "live", and "fastings." He also mentions "prayers.”

The baslas of instruction was the Didache for the moral part, the Wew

Testoment i1tself for the strictly relipgious nart.-7-.

I B, 2. Liturrical Usares,.
a: T rite,

13. To Justin wa are likewise indebted for tha description of the L

rite of hantism nr riven in apology I.79,"So many as are convinced and

believe the truth of what we tesch and affirm, and who promise to live

accordingly, are taught both to pray , and with fastings to ask of God
remlasion of sins, while we join them in thelr prayers and fastings. |
Then ther are conducted by us to a place vhere there 1s water, and they N.

are reganarated ( 2ve yevy DYrde ) after the same manner of regensra-

tion as that in which we ourselves were regenerated. For they make thei:l.-:-“f
ablution ( t©® \eVtgov wWoi1ovv tel ) in the water in the name of God, =

&

the Father and Lord of the Universe, and of our savior Jesus Christ, and '

of the Holy Ghost." - 3-.

14, The Didache, Ch, 7 i1 the oft ouoted rite. It rrescribes baptlsm
in tho open (flowing water; really,"living water"), thet it is also

p
=7-. Catholic ¥ncyoclopaedia. Art. Christian Doctrims.

=§- Swith awvd Chrethoam Ari. Raptizwm Sec. 1.
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‘“

permisaible to use warm water, and that the water may be administered
by "pouring upon the hend water three times in the name of the Fathar
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." The baptized i1a to fast two
days nraeviously, also the baptizers, also bthers if they can. Undoubt-
edly the Tord's Suppver followed close upon the ceremony.

T

18, The application of water was triplex and consisted in auhner"g:l.ng l
the head three timea. This 1s a point of agreement among most ﬂrit'ers,
the concluaion is based on passages such a;‘-clem. Rom, R?oogn.tt:lones
Iib, 6, cap. 9 " ifen were baptized under the appelation of the triple
mystery." and the Apostolical Canons (C.50) dating from the 2nd ce;atury, '
it is said:" If any blshop or presbyter use not three immersions in the
celebration of banrtism, but only one given in the death of Christ,let
hin be de;_:oaed:'-lo-. ;

16, Aneient renroductions of the baptismal rite 'fcund br a:-fl"!!"leulosl'j.,s'l;:A

pleture the hantized porson as naked, the water rises to the height of

f

ftho _¥nans, thae baptizer is often dry shnd-,. these representations are

not biblical, but are historiecal , for they differ from Luke, who tells

ns the rfiove descended on the Lord after he had left the wn:l:er.-l:l.-‘, hene
1hey 3ve puhwu. of the rite as 11 was thew p-rfwma.d.ﬂ

17. Thia leads us to the fact of penitential discivpline which the
\Ppeoplo feared. Nermas Pastor, sec.lb tells of Rome in the second

-
o s e S s a3 g S

century,"If anyone 1is tempted,and sins after that great and holy call-.

{ o rromgye

S\

e g T

ing, he has opportunity to repent but once." -12-. It was a grev\oua

fault that this cauvsed many men to postpone baptism, but Clem. Rom.

——

"Recopnitiones" Iib. 6, cap. 9- mccuses them of unwillingness to give

S

un the things of the world.=15-. <

=0-, Bingham XI, IXT 1 .
=10=, Ringham XI, ITT 10
=ll-. Rogera, Baptism and Christian Archaeology ©p. 242 ff.

=12-, J.C. Aver A Source Book for Anclient Church History p. 383.
=15=, Bingham XI. VI. 3




18, Book Three of the Apostolic Constitutions (Cap. 16),perhans is !‘
from this ame,and tells ua that 1t was the office of the bishop to anoin

those with ghrism vho had been baptized ( 'perhﬂ'.bﬁ by the presbyter), and ]
that this chrism (3.17) was the confirmation of their ‘profession.-l4-. id

1

IB 2 b, The subjects.

E
19, ‘The minister of baptism-15- was any lay person,in keeping with E
apostolic customy thie is based on Chap. VII Didache and Epistle of E
Irnatins Ad Syrmrnaos (VIXI.2). Sponsors in this age are mentioned by
Justin ( Anol. I. 61) in 105 A.D. and by Pope Hyginus (clted in Decrstum
Gratiani P, ITI de conasocecr. dist. IV c¢.100) in 154 A.D who says only

one snonsor 1s necessary.=-16=-=,

.BO. Wow to treat the controverted gueation namely, "Were infants

bantized in this very early ame 2" Bingham (XI..IV. 6-8) cites these

pronfa:_ Clomens Romamis (Ep. l. ad Corinth. n. 17) says, "there is no ;
man fres from ~ollution tho his life be but the lenghh of one day."- %_4]
this 1s oripginal sin in children. FHermas Pastor (Lib. I; Vision 3; "
Can. 5 2 9 n 16) speal:s of baptism being necessary to the holy spirits
'of the 0.T. Justin lartyr,writing his second Apology ca 148 A.D'., says

( Arol. 2, P, 62) there are many pnersons of hoth sexes,some sixty and

O ———_ e

gome seventy vears vld ,who had been made disciples to Christ from thair
infancy, and continued virgins or uncorrupted all their lives- a? -1
nu"wv E,}.n @n'hn’! Oneuv (of. Hatt.28.19)vhere the same word is
used in the commission) were then spending their childhood in ca.80 .lllalll.llin
or very close to apostolic times. Clemans Romanus,Recognitiones (Lib.8. r
n.2); the author of this work, wh_oever -he may be, i1s a contemporary of '
Juatin, and gpeaks of baptism as necessary to man for "so you can come

to salvation, which in any other way 1a Impossible;" this means rmch.

=14-, Bingham Anticuities of the Christlian Church XII II. S
=15-., New Schaff-Herzog Enoyclopedia Art. Baptism TIIT. 4.
=16-. T™rnst Gerfen Baptizelin and Eucharist p.ll9.
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Finally, there is Irenaeus, who wrbdte his book Against HOI:G'!’-“ oa 176; g
herein he states: a) that the church belleved in original sin (Lib.5. |
0.16 & 19); b) that the ordinary way of purging away this sin vas <

:z.ntiem (L.l,c 18 40V [.’..nru'r,a.uas 135 els Ocdbv ivayevriecws
) thet children, aa well as othors, were then actually baptized to
obtain remission of sins, and to apnly the racemption of Christ to

thems( Iib. IX, G.39) or (ITX.22.4) he says, "Christ came to save all

Persons by himself, all, T say, who by Him are resenerated ( nots b
for meanins of ropeneration as baptism, cf. also Lib.IXII, 17,1) unto

God: Infants, and )ittle ones, and ghildren, and youths, and older
parsona,”

.
'®

20 n. Gerfeon (p.358) adds a citation from Stromata,Vol. II cap. 9 by
GClemans of Alexandria (b.150 A.D.) "If it (the seal ring) shows the

S . g v

firure of a fish, then we are reminded of the apostles,ani of infants

baing tal'on eut of the (bantismal) water."-17-. In addition there is

[}
————m W

Y
[

the archenlorical fact of the candiidates beinr represented as boys, and
the raferences in literatvre to them as puerl or infantes, and the

eustom of piving them milk and honey, all indlcate that the 8hurch

connactnd bantizm with wouth,

P
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=17= Cf= Paedag « Lib III C.1ll




II Bantismal customs in the vhurch .,180-550 A.D.

21, But the time wo have finished discussing(from apostles to IBOA.D: j
i1s mich more meager in suprlying us with information yjthan the neriocd j
imnediately follewing which opons with Tertullian, who wrote a trsatise i
"De Baptismo", and. added mach Lofhe discussion. Fut this age too,

Eill not summly us with the baptismal rituel,which we eertainly hepe

for; there are reasons why we cannot exnackh ‘-.':o Find sveh a r»ituel
a) The "traditores” are reported searching ont holy writings, but
navor »ituals, as vwe know them. b) Rituals wore nevar ccnsidersd in
tha 1lirht of thelr wvalue to posterity, a bishop adopted one as he saw
boest, and his succeossor nmintt;!.ned the right tc change 1t. ¢) The

bishors and noople ,because of their conatont contact with the forrmla, .‘
I

nevar wroks thom downg our sourcas are the references to the ritual made |

in rassine , by the writing church fathers. t

22, Wa hava previously mentioned causes of change effective on bap-

+
|

I
I
I
tismal eunstome; in thias ape, these and otherswork. %"hile there were { |
|
nersacntionn, meople would not be v:ry apt to enter the church for :

ulferior purncses; vhen persecutions ceased,the church had to puard

The naturs of the chanpes was affacted by the rise of Wiorarchic ,
Imrarinlism, Torming the nriest after the mystic= theurgic agent -1- ,
alse by the controversies of the age. During this time comes the change

]
from predominatgly private, to predominatgly rublie.worship. -2-. i
|
s

23. In ﬂincusninr this third period ve subdivide: A. ne Catechumen
Tmshiutions, D.The RBeptismal Cevemon
ate, RB. Tha Catechumen, C. The Mp‘bisma The catechumenate !a discveeed

under 1) prades, 2) meetings, 3) instructicns.

=l= Reun Sec. 7. P.40. Harris P19,
~2=. Thomas L. Harris - Christian Publie Vorship. p.25.
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The Cathollc “noyclopedia says , "by the end of the second century
ve find the catechwmonate in force in all its main lines” It sesms to

be very difficult to mrove this, but it ia true that the end of the L
century gives us rmch information about it . The institution eoi:tinued;

to srow for two centuries after that. The references in litsrature, to
be sure, do not mark the bepinning of a custom, nor dare we assume :
that a cnatom existed no timo after its mention, but the duration of [

- . !
t_he time hafcre and aftaer itas mention remains an unknown cuantitr,. ;

II A T™e Catechmaanatoe.

l. The Grades.

24, The mrades of the catechumenate have long been the battlefield tn
of vorbal serimmapes. '50ms writers have clearly delineated saven- ola'.saes; |
othnrs denied that there —ere more than two. The source of difference
is the fact that the writers speak of different localities, at diffar;nt B
times, and often use dabn‘l:fa‘ble allusions Iin the Fathers. Iodern
scholars, we are told _-5-,B conclude that there are but two frades of the
unbantizoed, namsly, the Audientes and the Competentes. Te have pre}erredz
the divisions of Hoafling.-4-: |
Tha Catachumenate in its wider sense 1s dlvided thus: :
I Photizmenoi or Baptifmenol, called also Competentes, those
instructed or enlightened who sbught baptism at the next
festival. It 1s to this group that Cyril of Jerusalem
addresses his Catechesds, for he urges them to keer silent
on the matters in vhich they were instructed,and in Lectloa
12, he tells them, "Thou, thyself was once ‘a catechumen

(1.2. not a photizmen) and then I told thee not what was
] -

oming,"

=3= Art. Catechumen- Encylonedias;Catholic and Hastinps.
~4- J.W.F, Hoefling "Das Sacrament der Taufe." Vol. I, p.150-151.
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II. Catechumenoi, divided into the smaller groups:
A. Akroumenol

B. Gonv:linonte
TFor these divisions cf. Conc. Nic.; Oan. 14 and

Conc. Heo-caesar. Can.5 where 1t states, "if a Kneele
sins,let him be a hearer."

Bingham hns these same three divisions, plus a group he must term

B e pe—

Exothounenoi ,of whom he states that they were merely interested in

—

Christianity; but the term in its origin seems rather to designate such

as wore,at le=at temporarlly,excluded from the Catechumenate » they were

. the penitents under disecipline.

: 25. Tha Soventh fanon of tho Council of Conatantinople (387 A.D.)
deseribos the care with which heretic Greeks were to be conducted into
the church, "And the first day we make them Christians; the second, ]
G_e.tec!mmnnn (narrow sense); the third we exorcize them, breathing thrice |
unon their face ani ocars, and thus we instruct them and nia‘.l.:e them to
balieve in the church and to obey the Brlptﬁres, and then we baptize
them." These acts take place on three different days without any
reference to the length of time between them; the first act is the act
of Initiation into the catechumenate ﬂnll,s'::!.dar sense, the third act
describes the main part of the photizmenate.-5=-. Oripgen Contra Celsum
IXITI. 51 elsoc shecws that there was a definite system at Alexandria.

Bingham (XIV.V.3=-10) traces the prayvers in the congregation as he
found them in the Apostolic Conatitutions (ILib.8; oé.n.a-ﬁ) and in 1
Chrvsostom ( ¥om. 18. end other places) and we find these,divisions play-
ing their part. The least advanced we’:;::hmiised :n;om the services.

o must rmaz-d against the idea that the church i:léd‘oea.sed. to be .
evanrelical,and had become entirely hierarchical in character. The greal

teachers at this time realized the duty of the church to proclaim the |

1

!
-5- Hoeflins Vol. I, p. 282-284). ’ ! l



Gosvel to all nations. Ye have certain proof of that in thé Stat. ecel.
ant. Can. 84, "Ut eplscopus mullum prohibeat ingredl ecclesslam ot
awdire verbum Dei, sive pentllem, s. herellcum, s.Judaeun uscue ad

missam eatachumenorum,"-6-.

26, The auvdientes were permltted to attend the services, they were
vermitted to read the Bible, they were given some instructicn by a °

teachar in orivate.

27. The g‘em:f:leetentaa were nermitted to take part in the »raring

pa'rt of the liturgical service, and were given some additional instrue-
tion, not wery mmchsg in soma localities this may have been the ti:nsn“ in
which they decided on their next step. They had a foundaticn in Chris-
* tianity, and could judpe whether theyr wished to seck baptism. It was ;;t
this point that many marked time, and waited for the old ape, in vhich

there wera no more temptations to lure them awa;- from the hirfhly prized

bantfamal errace into the sorrow of church discipline, arnd penitential ;!
discipline., BRBantism in this age was voluntary, the church was a Hias.ion;
ary bofdy working amons heathen. There could be no compulsoyiry ba.p'bism,-i
even on the nort of Christian parents; compulsion dates from the relign

n{
of ;.l'ustilgn 5287 AD, =T=o

28, If the candidate sought beptism he became a cormpetent, a seeker.
_Herewlth began the more intensive training, and en this group were
exercised the many liturgical usares, all to ald the impression of the
Importance and meaning of the steps. To these photiimenoi or onomato-
gravhethentes (ef.XIL.l) Cryril of Jerusalem addresses tho firast eigpghteen
of his Catocheses, during Nuadragesima. J'i‘hese ware the candidataes soon
to :be hantized, =B=,

=6~ oeflins Vol. I,p. 182,
=7= Philin Schaff "History of the Christian Church A.D. 1-311." p.401.

=8=, ™oaflling I, 186.




—

I A. 2. The lieetings of the Catechumenate.

290, Lenrth-- The Fneyeclopedia Brittanica summarizes ; Apostollc
Conatitutions (VIII,32) state three years; The Synod of Elvira(Can.42)
sets two years; the fathors,in general assume, 40 days preceded by a
‘poriod of wnrobation, during this probing time the candidate was in the
catechumenate (nar»ow sense) and was aftéer it entered into the =
!\hdtiz:‘tmm.ta. The Apostoliec ConatitntiondyIII , #8)say;not the
Tehronos", i the"tronoe" of the candidate 1a to be judped. There was
anowsh. floxity in the institution-to puard against baptizing unfitted

or not fullyv instructad minds.

50, The Place, for these instruction was : in the place of the
echmrch servicas,eithor before or after them: or at the home of the
ecatechist; or in the bhaptisteries: or in the church building in a room
over the nortico.=0=.-10-. This leads us to asl vho was the instructor >
or catechist ? It is rrotty well agresd that this was not a class;mt
a funetion of lactor, deacon, nrisst, or presbyter. Ausustine wrote
his theory of catechumenal instruction in "De Rudibus Catechizandis’ to

the layman Diormitus.
ITI A.3. Inatrnetion in the Catechumenate.

Sl. Moral ‘'eachinzs Were emphasized ,a8 vere the moral regulations

de"-mnded in the Catechumenate; i1t was forbidden that they be npainters,
sculntors, actors, or scldiers. They were to fast on the Sabbath, and
not to eat with heretics or mdulterers-1ll-. Instruction was based on

tha first nart of the Didache; also various partio-ns of Scripture were

, read and explained, e@snecially from historical and moral books. The

=9-, Smith & Cheetham. Art. Catechumen, IIIX

=10=-. Brightman "Iilturglos; Enstern and Western" .m.
=1l=, The Naw A:-ehaaolonios.l Discoveries, C. M. Oc er:s':.p.ﬂo.
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Avoorypha wore elso used for this mirpose ( Athanas. Fest. Ep. 38;
pa~ Athan. Synopszis Soript. sacra.), especlally,it sscma, ths Rook of
Sirach (Canones Apost. 25) -12-v»13-. Sermo 216 l;v Augustine iz an exampl
of moral instruction.-l4-.: in De Flde et Opsra. C.6 he asks,what":huum
oscusy the time of the catechumens but that "they should hesr vhat faith
and yhat Xind of 1ife is necesaary for thristians, so that they may
examino themselves, and sat and drink from the ocup at the Lord's table.”

32, The tenchings,reliriols in the striet sense occuvied a morse

imrortant nlace. 'The last nart of the Didache is piven to this mather .
Avpustine's "De Rud.Cat.”™ shows his theory amccording to which he wants
to rive the true revealed relipion in a narrative (at first), not compile
and detalled, yet with the perspective comnlete, considering all revala-'
tion in relation to the foumding of fod!s kingdom and incarnaticn of
Chriast: all things are to ba founded on %ha principnle of love which
fiol worlra in man, nnd thareby makes him a member of Christ's bedy.-15-,.
Gyrila "Catechesas" and' the Apostolic Oonstitutions (Iib.7,cen.30-41
deal with instructing the photn%mnate, or advanced group. The "Great
‘Catecheaig! by CGrerory of lyssa arge forty ohan’bers,neither sermons nor
catecheses, mt simnly set forth the belief of the Ghurch in comparison
to that of Jews , Heretics, and gentiles.-16-
The work by Ironasua "Ey Szifis 10V &noeroNinod ““eu”/"d"'a" '
written after 190 A.D. ] discovered by Pirce 1907,shows the preparation
of church members of Lyonf. 'I'I-né course of instruction was based upon
the tripartite confession of faith, it also ofifered a history of

divine revelation and of the economy of rrace from creation to the

" entrance of tha Israelites into Ganaan, addinge brief references to

=12-., Encreclonadia of Relirion and Ethics, ¥d. James Haatings.

Art. Catechumen.
=13-. Honfling; I, DP.116. ; }
=l4-. Ren, "fec., 7. - |
=]5=, Hoafline: I, Ps 167, ]
=16=, hoefl:lm" I ca 195. a
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Solomon and the prophets , and closed with a detailed preser!tation of Chn
incarnation and redemptive work as a fulfillment of prophecy. Thruout

the conrse, esneclelly at the bapinning and end, rmch stress was laid

upon Christinn morality.-17-. - s
33, Panlnody gnd an acouaintance with Seripture was another artisile

of instruetion. o adult was allowed bartism"until ha hed learned the
Panlms."-1R8-,%his was at leaat true in certain lccalities. The eérenonx‘
onartio aurium besrs tentimony to the aconaintance with the fGosnels. It
vas nacszrmary thot the candidetes ba acouainted with ¥salmody in order
that they mirht talo rart in that vart of the service to which they were
aimitted,-19=-,

IX B. The Catechumen. s

b L mder this head we try the very difficult task of describing the
conrse of a catechumen throush the several stakes o.t‘_ training together

vith the nsarsa” practiced upon him. Children who wore bantized in in-

faney wera warmitted to entor the ecatechumenate when thoy reached the

ara in vhich learning was possible; concerning the unbaptized thers were |

romlaticng settine the wounrest are at meven vears.

1) The Haaror.

a5, Thae en:'-.r.H.c!nnta » 2cconpanied by a "snonsor" who i= ko -reueh for
hls motivoe and character, announces his desire, normally to a deacon,
whe informs ‘tho bishop or presbyter. The prounds of his desire are
Investirnted ( Aur. De Rud. Cat.); peonle of sinful or dubious occupa-
tions are exeluded yjunless they will abandon them. If the candidate la
accantable, he receives a preliminary instruction, hld vecones a ea-i:aehumi
and attends the church services ur to the point of the missa catechunaen
un." The rites by vhich he is set aside consist of the sigmatio eru_c_is.-av‘

-21l-. on the forechend, the impositio manus-21-.-22-. and tha datio salis|

" in the '""est-20-.; this was called the ‘sacramentum catechumenorum.

=17-. Ren, pn. 28. -18-. Cobern, n. 341. |
=]10=, Fiﬂf‘\ﬂ.“l, XIv. I. =20=, A‘.T.F- Confeoasiones T.ib. I-II.].. ‘
=21-., '@ Pecabtor. eritis Lib.2,26. -22-. Can. Rlvira- ¢. 59.




56, In some localities an gxoralsm was made on the candidates- for,

if they came from heathenism, they ware considered ﬂemon—nor,ahippara;‘

and, if they were the offanring of Christians they wers under the rule

of $aton hecavse of oriminal sin. There were also other occasions on
vhich exorecism was used i.e. on the catechimens of the last grade(electi)
and ,finally,it was used in connection with the baptismal rite.
' Yo rmat pause to discuss this custom. Gerfen -23-, a Lutheran,
olaima it was a truly ecclesiastical usame,and defends it. Cathollcs
affirm the same-24-. Tt was found emong the Jews- Josephus (Archasi.VIT
“claims that Solomon haed the power of casting out demons, and left
formilae by whiech he necomplish.ed 1t; the Septuagpint translates rs.%6,5
with "All the pods of the hoathen are degmons (da1 j‘-.’th )'; Jesus
practlced and substantiated oxorcism in the ilew Testament. The Gburch
eonnacted it vwith the possessed,' the catechumens, end other things
(watar, aalh).

Talther aclnovledres exorecism as a Iutheran usage, but savs "Ebensd
welan die alte Kirche his tlef ins vierte Jahrhundert hinsin nichts wvon
einom Exorcimms bel der Taufe."-25-. The contenticn is that earlier :

references to exoreism are connected with the truly energlmenoi(ponaiuedj

37. The Oouneil of Carthage under Cyprian(256 A.D.) mentions it
because certain bishops rerunested t!;.nt it and baptism be used at
recopntion of heretics.-26-. Ht. Cvril.of Jerusalem (Procat. 14) connects
it with the exorcised o0il.-27-. St. Aupnatine apreals to it (¥p.194,n.4€
against the Telamions as implyins the doctrine of original sin-27-:

in e Fide et Oper. C.6 ho says,"After their names are given they (the
ghbi::l{r.mnate) ars cleansed by abatinence, fasting, and exorcisms... on
=83=,.arfan, =.261.

-24-- vath. '-:.l‘l.cl'.!?- .Art- moro;‘-m. :
-25-, ''alther Pas“orale -. 153. Sec. 14, Anwm. 5,

=26=. Schaff=-Herzog. Art. Exorcism.

|
i
=27=, Catholiec Tnev. Art. Exorelsn. \'




Yhe same days on which thoy are oatechized they are excrcised, ther are
examinorl (nerutm:f..ur)-aa-; and Ps. IXV he connects 1t with baprtism,

"Aftor the Tirn of exorcism, they come to bantism"-28-, |

38, Thesoe e:crolisms exerclsed on the three different occasions seem
to be a.lanse from the H.T. usase. COChrist used the rite on posseszed

men, and therefore it is to be used only for that purpose by His fofl‘ow..

ers, The n=are in tho early chuwrch may have stuck to this usage yuntil
the rite was tranaferred from the marticularly posslgued. to the
universal candidates or the early Ghurch may have conceived of it as
nothing more than the designation of the fact thet the candldate was
removed from the roalm of Satan by the poﬂer-wh!.eh Christ gave the
€hurch and vhich natural men hes not. Greack literatura of this ‘perio"d
Armenian and Coptic Rantiemal 'l_'-!.'bur'g!.es there is no exorcismmr nr-n_vz-r.

Eneelers,
32, If thu person had passed the firat stages,and was judged worthy

to continue his nropress, he was given the nrivileme of remaining

longer in the serrices, as we have Bhown before. Ferhans this was
the one distinpulshing charaéteristic of this Froup. Additional mstr\.mq
tion he rot, but not as yet intensive. This i1dea of carefully controll- ‘
; ing the content of "instruction striltes us Christiamn; 1t has been named
Arcang Discepling-50-. not by the anclents,btut by controversialists in
the 17th century; Pomanists used it to show that thefr dootrine of

transubatantliation rmst be taupght, and vhy no trace of some other of

theld doetrines can be found.

Arcana Niseinlina exnresses the custom by which the Inowledre of ;
the more intimate mvateries of the Christian reliplon was carefully
=28, ".:lnnhnm— X. IT. 2

=29-, Hoefling Vol. I , p. 400. |
=30=, Cath. ¥nev. Art. Disociplina Arcana. |
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kept from the heathon and even from those undergoing instruction in the '
faith; this was dono by the arranpement of material Imparted in the
instruction, and by the execlusion in the church services. In 439 A.P.
s E..' es h . L
Sozoman wrote his Historilca =xxlesies (ILib. I.2) , and hesitated to

include the Ificene Greed, lesk it should come into the hands of those
8till in the lower mrades.=31l-.

40, Ringham X. V. shows that the verv early church d4id not rractice
this Diselirlinn Arcana, and that the reason for concealins certain
mysterios was' lest nearls be cast to heathen dogs’/-32-, =n# not to
impart doetrines of saint ‘worship ind transubstantiation ,etc. He
shows that the thinms withheld were knowledge of the rite of baptism;
unetion of ehrism; ordination of priests; manner of celebrating the
Eucharist; ani for nome time the mystery of the Trinity, the creed and
the Toord's Prayer, until ther wore more vroficient and ready for Baptism
The Catholiec Tineyclopedia (Art. D. Arcana) admits, "The earliest |
formal witneas for the custom seems to be Tertullian Apol. VII "Ex
forma omnibus mysterils silentil fides adhibstur." Romanists find
their stronghold in Basil, De Spiritn Sancto, XXVII: "lHoreover we bless
the water of baptism, and tha oil of chrism, and basides this him wl_ao
is bartized from wvhat writines ? Ts it not from the silent and rwstical
traditions ? 'hat writing teaches the anointing of oll 1tself 7 And

vhencse is 1% 'bb..at a man is baptized three times ? And as to otlfar
customs of bantism, from what scripture came the renunciation of Satan
and his angels ? Does not this come from the unpublished and secret
teachinras which ounr fathers ruarded in silence, averse from curious .
méddlings and inounisitive investigation;, having learned the lesson that .
the reverence of the myrsteries is besat preserved in silence ? How was
1t proper to »arade the teach:l_.ngs of those things which it was nct per-
mitted the uninitiated to lock at ? "-33-.

= 30-, Cath. ¥ney. Art. Disciplina Arcana.
= S3l=, S2ith and cheetham Art. Catechumons. =32- Tertillisn.

33= Ayer Source Book. p.484,




martrrdon, =38=, =
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The real reasona for the nuai:om was undoubtedly exnediency and
reyoholory-- the more simple and reasonable thinpma wers given first so
that the preater thinpgs would not be such a strain on the believing
faculty of the convert: and again, the hope of gaining some new in-
formation and a new th;i.np, nétivated the kneelers and riade them apnre-
ciate a thing for which familiarity had bred no contempt.

41. Penitentlal Niscipline was one of the factors that wounld cause
a stop in the nrogress of the candidate, he may be thrown back for serl
gina for four years to 1life time exelusion ( Cen. licaen. C. 14; Cen.
Hlocaesarida 0.5)=-34-. Tortullian ("De Poenitentia” IV.S.!) tells of long
gories of self-mortification and nrayers neces=ary for reedmission to

the elmrch,

42, Put Panitential Discipline was affected by the fact of the
martrrdoma: the confessores were able to announce divine forplveness
and to rive letters of vemce (Tertullian ad lHartyres I ). =-35-.
Oricen's Txhortatio ad Hartyrium (50 & 30) tells us thet tho martyrs -

were considered as needing not a bo._n‘l:ism, for theirs was a "baptism of

cmre T T TS T S e
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IT B 3 The Enlightened. Competentes.

43, Intrecduction into this rroup came with the ceremony called

o e e

Homen [Dare; that 1s, the candidate received a new Christisn name

if ha ha? a heathen one, and this was inscribed in the church recerd.-sv-.g
-38-. At this point many candidates stopped and walted; the church i
I

forced no one to continue.-39-. At this point there may coms a.J.;o the

=34= Smith £ Cheptham . Art. Cabechumen. :
=36=, AvVOXr D. 136.

=36= Aver p. 212-213.

=37= fmith and cheetham. Art. Catechumen.

=38= . Socrates H.BE. VII. 2l. 1
-39=., TIlcefling. I. 568-69.
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-47-  moafline. II 245, ; 4

exorcism of the nho‘bis‘ﬂnen, mentioned by Cyrll in Jerusalem vho bids
his c:ni;ﬂellmnans,"recaive tho exorcisms with Joy; whether it is ine
v atiom

l‘#&k&t—.&m or exorelsm,the deed is to be salutary to the soul"-40-,

They were croased. They wsre to fast , abatain, confoss, repent in a

stricter sense than was oblipatory to other Ghristians; we have seen

this in the writinrs of Justin, Tertulllan-41-, Augustine-42-,

a4, Instruetion wont along until the third fast week in -Quadrngoiima;
on “ednesday was nperformed the first uemti:.hm-és-. The scrutinies
. e s s o

were oxeamlinatlions into the faith and the disposition of the candidate;
at first there wero but three, later there wers soven-44. %hay were
contimmed dnrines the last four weeks s and the last serutiny was held
on Sabbatun marnum.=-45-.

In connacticn with the serutiny held in the fourth weel: of |
Tuadrasasima  thore mar have been the aarly custom of toughing the ears |
and nose with aonitdle Tollowed by & remunciation =-46-, Then again

the sienins with-the cross vwas nsed,

w

45, “hese sermibinies were to further the camndidatss lnowledge , and
also to taest his nroficiendy. LIf his progress was satisfactory, ho was

desirnated as amonm the electl, and soon thereafter followed the rite

(in @ccidental Ghurch) "Expositio evanseliorum in surium apertione ad
elactos”, which conaisted in explaining the meaning of "Gosnel,” and
explaining the cherub fisures in Eszek. 1,10. Then the deacon read the
besinnine of each fosnel, and after sach the presbyter explalned the
connaction batween the verse and the plcture; there was alsc an ex-
position on the unity of the 01d and Ilew Testament, ani on the Seriptur-

as the only source of teaching.-47-,

=40- Procatech. =4l-, De Rantism C.20.
A2 Ninghan Xe IXI. 9 wl3a, Hoefline Y. 435. |
=44- QOnbh. Tney. Serutinies. -48-. Hoeflins I. Sec. 75

=46~ Tartulllan de Coron. Hil. C.3. speal:s of two renunciations.

|
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46,  TYoxt camo the climax with the traditio symboll. The symboliam
L] vy - galeid
ot this time was undonbtedly very mmch 1like our #Apostlsd @reed; Rufinus

I in Expos. In Symb. Apost. reports essentially the prosent creed in 390 A%
| only that the Third Article doesnit define the "sanctdy eccleiai\“ and
doasn't mention "lifo everlasting."-48-,. The traditio occurred at

varied times: in Africa it was done on the'Satrrdar bofore Laetere and

& sarmon wan mroached on the occasion, Aug. Sermo 212-14; at other nlace
this was dona on Palm Sunday. The traditio s;mboll was & very solerm
evant and was ofton done by the hishop himself as we hear St. Ambrose
tell (Ep. 5% ad 'arcelliam sororem), "After the catechumens have been
dismissed, I rave (tradebam) the symbolum to some competentes in t'he.
bant®aterien of the church."-49-, Perhans at the same time they were

taneht the rosponses they wore to make at baptism; Avol. Const. VII.

39 & 40, ordersy "Tet him be taught the things concerning the »enunciat

of tho devil (%o nu,?hs ) and tho covenanting with Christ ("""’*""I;“

- W

-50- ®

About a waek after the trar].!.i:ioienne the reditﬁil.o aymboll- on the

Saturday bhefare Judica, or on the Saturday hefcre =aszter, in .'l'e:-mmnlem
on Palm “nndey, at other nlaces on iiaundy Thursdav.-51-. This vwas thg
solemn ackt in which the candidate recited the symbolum as 1t had hsen
glven to him; it was the occcasion of a church service, of which this

act formed the contor.

47, YWoxt in-the Roman and Occidental ghurch the Pater Hoster was

riven them, eight days after t;ae traditio symboli, 1i.e. on Saburday
before Judica -cf. Aug. Sorm. 213, and 63 (42).-52-, In the (Greek
Church 1t wes not given until after baptism; 1t was known as the

"ppaver of the Palthful," and Theodoret of Cyrus in Syria ca. 400

-48a, Hoeflins Vol. I' Pe 207=253. |
=40., “incha= ¥, IT. 10=11 ° ‘-
=50=s “Ninrcham X. II. Ibidenm. ,
=5l-, Tteu, p. £8l. |
=52-, Hoefling I. 24]. |



writes, "None of tho uninitiate dare to say Our Father who is in heaven,
havine not yet received the divinely bestowed chrism." -53-

48, This outline of the history of a catechumen is substantiated |
by the study of later rituals whén all these irl:eps were combined in orde
to be apnlied to the infants. Curiously enough, the institution that

has served for instruction was thus commemorated, at l1least, over the
children. On the lfonday after Oculil Fﬂ-ents announced their children
to be baptized on Haster; the following Vednesday sponsors broupght the
child 'to the church; the boys .were to be at the ripght, the girls wqfe re b
~819m of the evoss,|8yinq on of hands ,exoreism, givinefsalt, prayey
on the loft; five acts mada the child a catechumen, ™he competetent
noriod was renrasentad by seven serutinies-- the snonsor or achplyte mad {
the resnonses (i.e. rﬁ‘{;i.tio aymboll). The chlld was brought to shurch l

on the Saturda; hHofore Easter for the last serutiny.

Later the chlld was brourht to church but once, the ceremonies’
were erowded inte that arace., So the fiction was maintalned that the
child had nansned through the stages of catechumen and ph._o'l:!.@an. These
rituals are valuable since they show that childron were baptized and
that there was an understanding of the obligation to teach them.

II € The Baptismal Instltutions.
le..The time and 860808,

49, "he earliest custom was certalnly to baptize during the day;

durine tha mnoraecubions the night may have benn used, or whatever tinme

was userd for worship. "hen persecutions had ceased, and baptlsteries

could he built, the time was definitely at nipght. The ceremony began
near duslk; the procession from the church to the baptistery was thru
the city fittingly lighted by tavers and torches. In the baptisteriles
there was more candle 1ig}1t,having 1ts practical and ceremonial sig-

nificance.

=53=-. Hoefling I. 238.
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50, The seasons for bantism were at Pirast any time. 3But later 4

there arose three empecially popular seasons: 1) Entel',beonun of Paul
comnecting it with bantism. (Rom. 6,33 Col. 2,12 51.)%

2) Pentacoet, to talke care of the 1&:.'5 numbers. ,

3) Eniphany, bocause it was considered the time of Christ!'s bap-
tism ;especially in the Eanat.-54-,

Grerory Hazionzen ( Orat. 40 De Ban. ) lentions these thres an.'nonli
he complajina that neople had made excuse for postponing bantisn saying !
thor waited for o certain season. Tertullian ( De Ravt. 40; 19) mention|
the Pirst two, and it is interesting to see that he says- " Exinde
Pentecoste ordinatis lavacris latissimum spatium est"; the expression
wide space of Fentecost, ;!ma to warrant the conclusion that the eﬁt!.re
fifty days of Rastertide were used as the speciel time. This helps to
male .i.ni-.e'.l:].igibla the deecreoos of later councils forbidding baptism at
any time excent Waster with ‘of course, the exceptions which nqoesn:lty
might demand., -56-. In some localities baptism was conferred on other

church festivals, on sainte dayas, or on any other day.-56-.

2. Place.

51. Oripinally no limitation of nlace was observed. It .!.a not until
the and of the third ecentury that we meot with any mention of baptister-
les eronerly so-call aﬁ,nnﬂ under the name of “ba.ptisterim.n. #_57=. Raptis
vas first in the open air, in running water, in rivers, anrings, etc..-sd
Later i1t to-k place in the catacombs.-58-, there we find engraven
plctures of the act. It was nracticed in nrivate homes as late as the

sixth century and even thereafter; for we find leglslation against 1t.-€

=fh=, IHasting =ncy.

=56-. Bingham' XI. VI. 7.

-56-. ﬂinrhm XI- VII a!

~57=a Smith and Chestham, Art. Bap. - Sec. 77.
=58-. Clementine Homilles- XI. 26 = Roger Ch. IV.
=50=, Rorer 314-=15. s

=60=, n IbiﬁQM|
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a
Te know that the baths in the homes as well as in public bulldings were

very common arxi general at this time-61-; in the home submersion was

11possible both in the baths and in the impluvia.-62«. True ) 1t is

hard to say whether the baptisterium was the grovth of the private or
the rublie bath, but probably from the former.-63-.

52. e bantistery came into existence after Constantine had mnade
l,‘hrf stianity tha shate relimion. They were large bulldinrs ’éit'n‘er ‘cir-
cular or ectaronal in pround vplan jand were covered by 4 dome. “hey .

wera the pride of the church, usually masternieces of architucture and

decoration. ‘they were from 30-90 feet in diameter; the main object
ROV o

in the buildine was the baptismal font. Ihere was a wcon; \ror atke v

and an Er-wiregav slwov 3 perhaps, there was in addition, a special
roo fer the inctruetion of cateclhiumens. There were seats around the
vall in some, in some curtains separated the font from the view. The
building may adjoin the ehurch or be several blocks remcved. Ambrosel's
hahit of ealling them hapt:'.?\erin. sugrasts that soms churches had two--

one for the bantism of mnles.

33. Fonts in the iast are usually small sovare or circular basins,
while zometime= 1:'-::@:; ara elongated and makKe the shape of a Greelr cro=ss.
In the Yaest ther ara nsually octagonal or circular, greater 1n diameter
but not in depth ( Constantine's Baptistery erected at the ILateran has

a bagsin in it 60 feot iIn dilameter, with a depth of about 3 feet), while
twvo steons renerally run around the whole circumference forming a wide |
shallow basin. The depth of the font is nor-ally under three (3)feet, |
go that unless the water were filled to the bﬂ.n, the average dapthut;t" !
water would have been avout two (2) feat; in some cases Tifteen inches al-

represents the utmost capacity of the basin (as at Amvras Pelt Aﬂwn)_-“--'!
J

=6l=: Anpgus- p.lé. i
=62=-. Torers 515. ‘
=33=. Tiaw Schall-Ferzof.
=84-, TMomeras- p. 3850.




. =B = Rogfel"ﬂh. III’ q::mple 4-'9. Are‘tlaeolot;!“ .P.&OG—&O".

R @- R L T -

3
In nome loeanlit”en, as at Ravenna, the rite could only ba administe

ed by nouring wator on the catechumon's head, the water in the basin

- a
beinr eanite out of reach. -65-. The baptizer stood in a pulpit-l1ike
arrangment rained above tha floor, vhareas ’the candidate stood below the

Tloor le-.;el.

II. C. 3. lode.

a. Imearsion
b4, ':'::e rrant that immersion vas one of the modes of epnlication.
To deny it wonld involve proof that statements of the Fathers s Seeming
to indlcate irmorasion, are mere acecomodations to the popular way of
é:“ae..l:;‘i.nr;, avan az an aspersionist today mar uas ambimuous tgm' in »afe

Inr to0 hartfem in a easus) refersence ¥m & sermon on anctie» matier.

55, '@ feny that this was the only mode, and seek to show that there
was anothar. /o ®mroceed first by a.ttaol&ingc the nosition of the Tmmer-
sionist. The firat shaft is the archasclogiata. To cuote Bennett-66-:
"It iz most noteworthy that from the second to the ninth century there

is found seareely one pletorial répn-esantation of baptism by immersion;

but the sngrestion is almost uniformly elither of sprinkling or of nour-
Inr." Ropora-67- tells of an ivory originally forming part of the

chair of sSaint .ilark at Grado, considered to be the work of the seventh
contury. It rerragsents Anianus with his wife and son baing bantized |
by the Bvangolist; he is on dry ground,they are in water un to tke ;
breasts in a lerre tank. Rogers says this is the earliast rn_m-eu;ntation

of hantism in which snbmersion could be intended.

Rogexs book is listed among the bibliogravhies on this Bubject,
he is considered mocre than an amateur in the fisld, yet he says he began

his study thinking submersion was at least allowed in the early times;

=66- nRoprers., 345, ° =66~ Charles /. Rennotk,!'Christian
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"] ended it wﬂ.j:h‘ the conviction that no other method(than effusion)

vas sdovted t111 the pmeneral introduction of infant baptism in the oarly
niddle apes made snbrorsion possible." -68-. Tinder the discussion of
fonta we atudied the aunsstion of deopth and saw them -1nnﬁoqua1=a for sub-
mersion. (n pora 266 he deseribes e snoon from Aar!ui'l:é. deting from the
fonrth or fifth century:ia nude fipure stands in a ghallow larce basin
(It 1= really a large jar); above him appears the dove from whose beak
the water descenda; a Firure to t?e loft in an exomlis Holds a .y.tern

in the sktream oveor the head of the catecimen, while anotier figure
stanis on thea »irht:; at the noint of the spoon on the left is a Tigure
in a topa stardine by a sort of an sltar.' Such reproductionsas this
show 1t to he simnly impossible that the candidate be submefged. The
attem? to deny their cogmencr by declaring art can reprssent but one
act, that there was submersion at anotie r time is very weakly grocunded
and doas not: dentroy the fact that this act of gulding water over the

hoad in the vresence of witnesses was the mein event in the rite.

56. Rorers says -69-. the firat posltive trace In Jliterature of the

insistanee vpon aubmarsion i1e in Canon 11 of the Councll. of Chelsea
(816 A.T'.) "Presbytors also should Imow how they shounld minister the
sacred bantism, thnt they do not @ffuse the sacred water over the heads
of the infants, but they are to be submerged (mergantur) in the water ‘
(or bath).” j
1
1

67. - There are various hat have been u to
sun-ort immersion: 1) That the seven steps deseribing the denth of
the font wonld make the depth for submersion. In reality these

seven stopa are of the candidates,not of tho fontjw 5 3

|
really, there are two structural steps. 2) Poul's speaking of the i
|

=6A-, Rorars, Preface, P.S.
-39, Romers, Ch. III.
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analogy betweon bantism and burial means & complete covering., But

here the onalogy is in the structure of the font, not in the watery

tho Imnortent: thing is tho act of going down rather than in what they
found when they had-descended. Burial in the catacombs at Rome meant
ttoihr_r do¥n. Yven vhere the custom of earth-burial prevalled, the faoct

of casting a handful of earth on a corpse constituted a burial as

e EIE N ST | 8 W

Antigonffand Creon. both understocd. Furthermore, Gregory of Hvssa in
his Great Catech. XXXV. writes of Christ'a burial and our baptisns and . ;!‘

> ’ | B
says, "By having water thrice pourdd over us (€7 ! (0 prevos ) we

enact the saving burial and resurrection which toock place on the third
day." 3. That ths word "baptize" can be shovm to mean submerge yis

mfactnal.

b. Pouring.
58, Simnly showing that immersion is impossible to maintain is i
not sufficlont. How to establish the view of pouring. |']

aa. First in the New Testament. TImagine Peter in Acts 2,41
bantizing 5000, that in a lané vherse water is scarce; and if there were
enourh water, there wouldn't be the time in a day nor the strength in
a nam ner grouvn of men to immerse this large group. The baptizing of
Paul in Acts 9,19 by Ananias, if 1t were immersion, was cruel to the i
stricken Paul; the story seems to infer that baptism tock place right
in the house whore he stocd. The bantizins of the households of

Cornelius and the iailer at Fhilinpi.cause irmersionists trounble, the !

record relateas nothings of them going to a nearby spring or river, this |
1s Isaroples; the simple faot 1s, they were baptized in thelr respective
places, whore they were. Fin'nlly, there are tChe instances in which ' J

ﬁ--rr IIS w cannct mean Iimmersion, tut must mean sprinkling, washing,

{

pouring= lark 7,4 speak's of baptizing oneself according to the tradition-

this was washing oneself; the same place speaks of baptizing beds-- this

I
|
\

was aprinkling. In Luke 11,38 a reference concerning Christ's
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"baptizing" himself before breakfast,shows that 1t means cersmoniaml

washing,

B9. bb. Then in the literature of the early church. Tmmersionists
see that their casn is very greatly weakened hy the previousiy discuss-
ed Tite in tha Nideche vhich permits pouring, and that not in a case |
of siclmeas. MNext Tertullian's passage, "Vho will accomodate you, &
man 8¢ little to be trusted, with one sprinkling of water ?" Then the
fact that Oripen, a Greek scholar, refers to the act of pouring water
on the wood ordered by ®lijoh as a baptizing. e pass over Cyprian's’
attitude on baptisma clinicorum. T™eside the literature there is at
least tradition of ot. Lawrentius of 2650 A.D. baptizing one of his

prison mates. =70=.

60. cC. 1-'1119.111’..1:1-19 case of the bantisma clinicorum. OCyprian

(¥p. 76 (69) 12-14) arpues out this matter of baptizing the sick by

affusion,-71-3 Hovatian, Cyprian, and the Synod of Heo-Caesarta(3514-25)

opnoan or have obisctions to clinical bantism, not .-for tho reason that

| |
,
| |

subnfsaion was not possible, but because these slck were motivated

mostly by foar of death, and :mrtb:ermore (Cyprian says) they we>e not
bantized hafore the whole church. If then these wre the per'l::l.:ien'b-
ohiections aralnst the baptisma clinicorum, it becomes evident that
these ohjaci'&ﬁl-s condoned baptism by affuuion. This custom must have

g S ——

been usad over wide areas, for we find much mention of the desire for
sick-bed or death-bed baptism. Constantine we Iknow was 'ba.y-rb:led. by
sprinkline. MNor is it trme that those who redeived the baptism of i
elinies wero withheld from chureh offices- Euseblus Lib. VI.45 tells of !
Hovatian becoming a presbyter.-72-,

' 61l. My nonclus:lon- are that it is more honelesa to denr the nvos‘l:olie

andi anciont chnurch usare of affusion than of immersion. In-a-mere-

|
; |
=70=., Rogers= Ch. IV. =71-." Schaff-Herzog. Baptism IV.l. 4
=72=-, ferfon 116. :
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In a more nractical reflexion, it spems that both sides should realize
that we are saved not by a mode of bar.;t!.m, but by the aet itself.
This NWew Tostament sentimont should urge the realization that RBantism
deea not pet its effectual power from: 1ts ceremonial use, but from
Habt. 20,19,

¢. Trine.

62.. "a have Aiscussed this enstom in an earlier are, it remnins onl;r‘
to show that this custom continued: Tertullien writes often as hs writes
Contra vrox. 26, "Non semel, sed ter, ad singula nomina 1riparaonns
sinrulas tinpnimir." 8St. Ambrose , De Sacram. (ILib. 2,cap. 7) tells
v;u‘:! snecifically of the three interropgations, responses, and then the
dipninee, “his custom remained stmadfast among the orthodox churches
until aftor 500; Spain then used a single dipping to protest against the "

pervaraions of Arians who uned the triple dipplng. =¥3-.

II C. 4, “ubjecta of Nantlism.

85. Tt is avident that the converts and catechumens were baptized.
e have saen that clinics were baptized. This topiec could lead into
vory ninmita detalls-- Heoefling (T,p. 129) cites Msustine on the question

vhether ehildren net comnletsly born conld be bantiged; tiia nnawer of

" eour=a i3, "ul natus non fuerit, renasci non potest,

64. We might say a word about uncertain bantism. The Brovarium Csn-

onum Hipr. €.50 (3503) says that, 1f the nporson dossn't Imow vhether
he was bantized and thare are no witnesses to be .‘.‘ound, he i3 not bo
be deprived of the dacrament.-74-. Great care was taken lesl the
Sacromont bo violated by being twice administered to the same rerson.
Even today Rome has t-he cautious formmla, "If you are beptized, I do

not bantize you; if you are not bnptizag, I bavtize you in the nsme etc.'
Affv'g&-ﬁ.'.{l "ﬁ‘t-.ﬁ-ﬂ#‘l:ﬂsll ,,-l-f.u' -*z;‘ &. Ww
=78=. Bingham XI. XI. 8

|
i




90" 28

3 ,g.,".gw : 5
66, le will £t here the mattor of the lack of bapntism. In the

firast nlaocoe nersons undery discipline jbeceunse of sins in the eai:eoh‘lll;QII-
ate ,wn---a riven bartism if death drew near. The attitude in general

may be suwmmarized in "lon absentiq sed contemptio baptismi demnat.” g
fmbrose de Obit. Valent. p. 12 (n.51) and Augustine De Bapt. IV.22
arres, that the riasire for baptism takes the place of baptism-75-. Of
children not instruected dying without baptism-- Gregory- Hazienzen
(orat.40) thourht they wonld neither be glorified or punished; Augustine,
from his decision on the doctrine of original sin, concluded thaey must
go to hell. =-76-. :

" 88, The real cuestion 1= concarming the Mi_nf_ap_t_s. Coviously
if a proun convert enters tha church, there is a casn of adult bartism.
"8 Imow ton, that thriskisng in the early ages deferred hantism in varions
easas Tor wvarious rensons. Ve wish to show that baptism is a sacrament
of initintion for infants.

an, Ohiactions to infant baptism.

67, "hesn would be brought out best by ome € the Bantist faith, :
and so we hogin the atudy of V.J. [e. Glothline "Infant Baptism Histord-
cally Consideraed”: 1) It is subversive of the voluntary princinle in
religion, it has cavead all the bloodshed in religious \'l.ars. (p.15-14),
2) Tmtherans and Catholics base the practice on the magical regenerating
pover of the eceremony. (P. 15)s 3) If infents conld exercise falth,
Bantists would bantize everyone that rave satisfactory evidence of the
roasasaion of that faith and exnressed a d.-es!.r.e for baptism. (P. 18).

4) Circumecision was for the Jewish male child, baptism for the remnantan.
and believing humen being.(P.21): B5)- It 1s without Scriptural warrant-
Jasus baptized not, and the Apmostles even hindered the children, hence
they did not baptize themy; there were no infants in the households

=75=, Smith & Cheetham "Catechumen."
=76=. Bingham X. II. 24
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bantized because acts. of edults are aseribed to the households )such as
believing, ministoring, and speaking with tonpuess and Lydia most ll.koly
had no husband. (P. 535-38). 6) Literature in the second century

describes rituals imnossible of application to children-- that tha.;_"b&ntig

wore to have fear in thoilr hearts, were to fast, to saok remission of-
sins past, to celebrate the Tord! a Supner thereéftoer. I:!enqﬁu»'.puot'nﬁ!.oq
1a Aeelared irCadequate (P.57). 7) In the third centurr psedo-ban-
tists rote men who ask cuestions on the matter or such as are misteken
in other points. B8) Aupustine was the first advocate of infant baptism,
though p:-avi.ouslzr 1t was condoned.

This book which promises a discussion of the matter ! h!.stoi-:fnlly
aons"derodllin reality, treats the subject Baptist- axeget:!.oaJ_.l:r, for
his agmmntion throughout is that we teach an impossible magic con- j
cerning hantiam as the water of regeneration. He first shoves the :
disoussion out of the T.T. by olalming that infant bavtism oan be found

there by nnedo-bantista only by inference. So the clash shifts ‘to the

froundi of history, hut once there, he brings this historr emain into
ths 1.7, and to hiz maaner of understanding 1t. FHe males the onestion
onele mora,one to be decided by the doymaticlans in the FHew Tostament-
nnmalg,t‘ioe the Uible say children can believe. A discussion of
dogmatics 1= bevond the score of this paper=- we can only rolnt to
Frany Pleper's "Christliche Dogmatik" Vol. III, p. 297-3540, and to such
pasaa:ﬁas reforring to baptism as = Acts 22,16, "be baptized and wash
avey thy ains"; Acts 2,38 , "be baptized... for the remission of s:l:'r';u“ 3
Eph. 5,26, "that he might sanotify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the Yord."; I Pet. 3,21, "The like figure vhereunto Baptism
doth also now save us"; Gal. 3,26-27,“For. ve are all:the sons of Cod
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of' vou as hava been bmatiaad untos
Christ have put on Christ." fhose passares fescribe a saving norer to

baptism, and mention no exception as to infants. !

R
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bb. Vindication of Infant Baptism.
68.  The danger of edult baptism. To say that infant baptlism sub-
verts the voluntary vprinciple, is likewise to say the same of the
divinelr ordained circumeision in the 0.T. If coming to baptism is a
voluntary act on the part of an individual, then his teachers are
Polaglana. Of course, tha fact that a man in the Middle Ages was given
the altornative of heing baptized or being killed,was not due to in-
fant bantism,bmt to other forces which were active then; the same al-
ternative im not thrust forward by modern paedo-baptists.

Anti-naedo=bantists have been the cause of the subversion of the
doetrine ol hcaraﬂ:‘l.'.-kt;-;sr Fuilt and origlinal sin; this 1s the verdict of
history, and 1ia @J; natural. Again they have barred salvation to
nillicnas vho died hefere aflolescence; they have refused to many the
early church connection that is possible, and have failed to use the

salutary custom of spiritual sponsors.

69. Tartisn is a Sacrament. As such it has power vhich is not

restrieted to finite mpans nor to methods which man can comprehend. If
God creates faith in a man who is able and does resist, undoubtedly more
than an infant can, then God can create faith also in infants. 1ile can-
not understand how a person who dies in his sleep has falth, yet Wo
affirms he has it.

. The purpone of God's graco in the Secrament i3 to bring to faith.
If children have oriprinal sin,as the Blble nlainly tells us, either they
are maved without faith or baptism 1s the crdained means to bring them |

. o such faith-- and this a sacrament can do, for a sacrament has its

pover not in our faith, but in God's promise.

70. Infants can beliove. Ve see this from the passage latt. 18,6,

"One of theso little ones which believe on me.", compare also such as
Hatt. 18,20; 21,163 Ps. 8,12. Tn Luke 18,17 Jesus tells His hearers |

Vi




- adminiaterad by law on the eishth day, by exception also later,- 'mt

that they must have the- faith of a child ( .ﬁc "4"'“’5 to enter the
kingdom of God. ILogionlly jit follows that,1f adults have the pnower

to bolievae(as Baptists aver),and this power is not created on’g s::me qiven

day, then this power exists, undeveloped , it may be true, but never-
theleas exiats in infants. Baptists must deny children can 'belie::i and |
mst deny that they pain salvation by falth. ?ﬁ 2 Fei 3 ’f@ 3 "J')
4"/»:.(/-
71, Parallel with ciroumecision, Baptism and ciroumcision are
narallels in the I7.T. and 0.T.. In Col. 2,2 & 8 the "cirocumcision made
without hands" is baptism; both were the means of entering into the
covenant reJ.at;.on with Cled. It can ba shown that circumecision was more
than morely a national custom, it was a spiritual custom- Rom2,25 says
that their c:l.rcuﬂoi'-.a_:lon mrofiteth; Paul tells that to Jews, far from

their national boundaries; in Hom. 4,11 the sien of ocircumciszion is

dénsirnated as a Yseal of the righteousness of faith.! Circumecisicn was

the faect that there are minor differences in the custom,dfoes not dastror
the narnlleliem which the N.T. asserts. Now this old custom suggests
infancy, early infancy, for baptism. If both were means of entering
the covenant relation’with God, then the H.T. must not be made more
rest-:-ici':ive an ago than the 0.T. This gnelogy between the two is
maintained by many of 1;!1e Church Fathers-- we auote Cynrian and (rosory

¥aziansun in a later Paragraph. ( No. 7E&77).

o must call attention to another Jewish custom, namely the Jewish
proaelyte bantiem which was administered to hoth adults and infanta.
w7 7me=TB=,, thias tends to uphold our vflew-

72, Froof in Seripture. It 1s unfalr to object that baptism of
Infants 1a found only by inference. It 1s a fundemental lev of logle
that dednetions drawn fronm / velid premises are valid. If we deny this |

=77=« Smith & Cheetham- Art, Bavtism 99. . :
~78-. Tnstinss Fneyoclopedia. Art. Baptisteries. 1
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1s¥ in shurch 1ife, then we must condemm all preaching vhich ils God!s
Yor only hy inforonce and nlso many otherschurch practices. !he passag
vhich we daseribe as ,"Jesus Blessing Little Children, " vproves far

mére tha:e that the disciples hindered the chlildren from coming to Christ
for 1t i1s this passapgo in vhich Christ says, "Little oneswhich beliaeve
in fle." Goncerning-tho baptism of households, 1t is unwarrantod to
u-osma_ that Lydia was unmarried and that theke were no children f!.nr\er
housshold- thin is pure conjectura. As for the other examplasjy vhen

“the Biblo aneeks of tha households as "belleving", it is bepping the

mestion %o »rasnme it as mroof that there were no children., Murther=

mora, in orde» to yrove that I Cor. 16,15,telling that the household
of- Stephanas havo nff;'.ntaa themselves to the service of the saints, shows
thet there wore no infants there, it 1s necessary to affirm that this

statenont conld not be true Af infants were there.

73, "roof from gocond century. These we have enumerated in
narasraph 20 of this narer. Tho forde of these auotaticns is attacked

by theso metheds; %thoy ghow that other authors of tho seme periced, or

avan those sane aunthors ascribe ‘to the cersmeny of bantism, things thich

are impossible for infantsg ons of theae is "helieving," tha orrvonents

ey childiren cannot bolieve therefore the description of the ceremony
exclndan thams othars of thoase are "fasting" or "raventins of sins
past" ete., ™2 mar admit that the suthor in that instance is truly
sneaking abont baptism vhich is concerned with adults, but then he dces
not denyr infant bhaptiamy or he- may ‘e spealting of the ceremony, also
i:pon infanta, but mentions the most commonly observed practices, for
vhile the chmrch was still intensely missionary, certalinly adult

bantlems nredominated.

74.  Proofs from Tertulllaen to Aumstine. Tertullian we are told
opproses Infant baptism; that 1s true, but gives a false impression.




: 36.

Tertullian's opposition provas that it was a prevalent cuaston, e,nd shous
that he A1d not onnosza it on the fFrounds of €xepesls or history, ut |
rather hacauna he considered 1t Anexpedient -f0-.-Bl-. We rmust remember
that Tertullian w-m: almost a mystlc, laying much stress on holinegss;
later he hocsme the famous Montanlst.-82-. In De Baptismo Cap. 1P hs
says,thatVthe delaying of baptism 1s advantapecus for everyone, especial :
1y for children; early baptism bringes the sponsors (sponsores).inte un=-

necesnary dangor; let them come to Christ when they can learn about hinm
also unmarried porsons should walt until thoy have paased the c‘.nnser' of ‘
temptation, ! Caput 13 shows that he belleved in baptism as ne'o’essm .
~ for salvatlon, he evon asaented to lay baptisms, 2o 1t becomes evident
that 1f the necessity arose, children too should bo ‘bapt!.zed.. It is

not trna, t--a’.; he considerad children as'not needing .baptism because they !
vare sinless, his exrression "innocens aetas" means innocent in the

gama way ana ve enll them innocent.

75. Cyvrian, the mupll of Tertullian, differed from his prad;aessor
in Africa ; he writes in his letter to Fidum ( Ep. 592 or 84) that he

and sixnty-six (66) bishons in Councll were of the_opinion that bantism
should not be put off ti1ll the bighth day like circumecision, "It is
our unanimous opinion that divine comnassién an gracse is to be denled

tc no one.”

76. Origen, living at the beginning of the third century, r_n.-ota

( In Tavit. Hom.' 8) , "I hear David saying- I was horn,etc.-showing that
every scul that iz born in the flesh 1s polluted with the f£ilth of sin
and inionity; an? therefore it was sajd as we mentioned a‘:;ove, none is

clean from the wnollutidén of the world, not if his life was of one dey.

-80-.Schaff Horzog Encyoc. Baptism. IV.2 |
=81-. Schaff “History C.C. p. 403.
-82-, Aug. Neander History of the christian 6hurch Vol II p. 525-39a
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Besides theme things, ‘it is possible to inouire, why the baptism of the
Church, vhich is ﬂ'ive.n for remission of sins, 1s by the custom of the
Church (secundum accl. observantiom) given to infants (parvulis) also.”

g e

In hias book "On Romons™ Lib. V. © he calls infant baptism an apostolic
tradition,-85~., this 1s a very important matter coming from such a
scholar as Oripon, ho writeam: "The church has received the tradition
from the anoatlos,to rive bantism to 1little children." This person was

himself bantized in his infancy.

77 Gregory of Hazlanzum (S20-70 A.D.) in Oratio &0 De Baptismo,
says that children should be bantized in infancy if there is danger of
death "for 1t i1s bet!er that they should be saenctified without their
o™ senge of 1t, than that they should dile unsealed and uninitiated.
A the prounds for this is circumcision--. As for others I give

my opinion that they should stay for three years or thereaboute-." -84-,

78. Other early 'I:aatimony. of infant baptism 1s given in Gerfen
Baptizein (p. 41): Aippolytus (238 A.D.) § Mani the Persian 4.276;
Avontolle constitutiona VI, b3 Symod of Hlvira ( Spain- 305 A.D.) in °

Cancn 22: thess testimonies, tco, are early and from many different :pla:ees.
Finally in the catacombs thore seemto be Mm‘: vere
bantized during the third and fourth century. =856=. |

79. e needn't cuote Augustine and the later writers s Tor even

le Alothlin says Ausustine was the first advocate of infant 'bapt.im.

and that &fter him 1t became & prevalent perversion(P.64ff), but there
1s additional testimony in Chrysostom,the (reek Father (Hom. 21. 395.1.5,5
Hom. 8. ©ph. 4,1; liom. 40, on Genes,)-86-; also in St. Ambrose (liyster.
Pascha. can. 5.)-86=, :

=83=., Schaff- Herzog Ency. Art. PBan. II.

-84, Binrham XX« IVe 13.
=85=, Gerfen, P, 116.

=86=, Gerfen P. 45 & 48.
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ITI C. 6. The Minister of Bantism.
£, Baecauan of tho imrortance attached to thiles ceremohy 1t m;! the
bishor himmelf who nresided- Cf. Tertullian, De Bapt. C.17j; Apost.
Constitu. III. cap. 1ll. (bishop and presbyter to baptize, the deacons
to be attendant upon them); Council of Illiberis (313) Canon 77 (if a
deacon bantize anyone without elther bishop or presbyter, the sacrazment .

mist be completed aftervards by the benediction of the blshop).=-8%7=. - §

el.  Lay baptism was not considered contrary to Christian principles,

though contrary to ecclesiastical order, cf. 'j!ar‘lg't:l_llian, De Baptismo
17 & 18; and Augustine, in Epistola 288 ,T{ho alloved laymen to baptize
in the absence of a cleric.-88-. This would ordinarily aedmit to women
this mriviloere, Dnt Tertullian strenucusly forbids themy but his was

not 'b'w_e nanal attitvda.

82.  hot if a heretic bantized, was that baptism valld ? Thie ruestic

cam@ up in connection with the Donatist Controversy 1ln the 'l‘h:l.rd. Centufy.:
It mist be recalled that the heretics in this case were schismatics '
jholtl'.‘_llm rmch the same faith as the orthodox-- they were trinitarians.
Stenhan, bishon ofRome (254-57), cuarreled with parties who refused to

recomnize the bantism of the hereties, he sald that the sacrament main-

tained i1ts power; nNome admitted conforming schismatlics without dis-
tincFuishing where they had been 'ba'.pt:l.zed. Firmilian of Caesarea ob=-
Jected to this view of Stephan, he whote to Cyoprian about it. Cyrrian
wrote a letter to Jubianus explaining the two ovposing vie\'.-s;. ani In-
sidted that the nover of looslinr had been plven to Feter , ani that hencs
the pomwer of salvation remained only in i:he true qmz:;-eh. Thise letters |

are Evistdlae “yrriani, 73, 7 & 21 (-72);and 74,5 (-75).

=87=, Smith & Cheeothan Naptism 7%
-f8f~, fHohaff- ITerzomr Bnov. BRaptism III.4.




The Council of Arles in 314 had hold thot those bantized with the
trinitarian forrmla wers to be receivad with the mere imposition or
hands. Other litecratire rejects heretic baptism.-89-., Ilut the Council
of Hicea in %25 apreed with Rome, later Augustine in Contra Lonatistas
IV, 17 ( sec. 24) mays,thers 1s a common bhantism, because the Gospel is

commom to une both, althoush thelr error diffars from our ra:lth.' =80=,
II €. G. 3ponacrs.

R3. Aftar 180 A.D. Tertullian is, of course, the first to mention
snonsore. he makes statements against this Institution , claiminm that
sponsors are subject to needlese danger in answering tim baptismal
intarromations ( De Bapt. 18), and that they answer more than the Zord
comended ( Da Cor. Mik. C. 3). But he does show it to be an estab-
lished cuatom an we have sald in paragraph Ho. 19.

Originally there waz but one sponsor and the Gouncll of ilicea

(Can., 22) decided ,.that a male 1s to presant the male, and a ﬂo:r.n% the

Firl,

Ty Anrustine's time merents were the usual’ sponsore ( Ep.23 o
Bonffaca), aft~r that there were two or more. The raferencez to nrents
or maater of slaves as snonsors, have been the cause o}.‘:'rale supnosal- i
tion that sronsors were to adont the children in #i*e seme way.

Archeeolorical proof of sponsors come from the scenes in thich,

hesldes the bantizer and the baptized ,there may be two other nersons--

such is on the anoon from Acullels deting from the fourth or fifth

centuryv,.-01-.

84, he duties of the sponsors were first, to make the rosponses, as

we have seen from Tertulllan, also Augustine Ep. 98,6, and to male the

rrofession.-92-., They were also to sea %o it that the children waras

="Q=, Hoefling Vol. I. 62, Couwuilef Toenium , 186 A-D.
=10=, Aver De 449,

-91—. =orora Ps 935-

=02, Sphaff=Her=zor, Art. Rantism TII, 7.
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instructed, Aummatine says, Sermo. 215 (216), "gonserning. the children
whigh you have brought to baptism, you are the hostagez heore God, and
are rasnonsible to instruet and reprove them no less than ycur owmn

children, that they live chaste and upright and repular lives." -93-.

II D. The Rantismal Ceremony.

A5, After the previous discuasion of the 'll.nut!.t!:ttions connactsd with
bantiam, we n»o no” reedy to discunss the coremony and need not include
reforencen to the facts which have been considered pr_-eviuusly.
l. The rite as found at various places.
A, In the East=- in gmeneral less primitive and less Aposolic

than in the “nst.

i R

86, gSamaria- here Justin Hdartyr wa= born ca 100 A.D. and diledsl88.
¥e haveo .-:Iiscuse:’l:'éimplg rite recorded by him 1n paragraph 13.
_Africe- Tertmllian lived in Carthage, his years were 150-230 A.D.
The following is the :;'11'.9 we find: 1. Invocation and consecrstion of
water, 2. Double remunciation of the devil. 3. Trine Iimmerailon.
4. Gonfoseion of faith. b5. Anointing and orossing. 6. Tmpositlon of
hands. ". "ivinr of milk and honey. 8. Eucharishk, (Cf. Tertul.
D2 fCorona IIXIXI; Ne Resurrec. Cap. VIII ; De Bapt. Cap. IV).
Syria- wion Uyril lived in Jerusalem (315-85 A.D.) and wrote hia
Plve livstagroric Catecheses.

,-
A. In the 7rg od«¥ AoV they assembled on the Eve of Easter.

=05=, Hu-“hm' Vol.IL ,-P.zn.




a. Facing the Yest they rencunced Satan, and b. faced the East
exclaiming I helieve in tho Father (87' rov ), »nd in the Son, and
in the Holr Ghost, and in one baptism of repentanco. -

3. In the . touwtrereoy OTIH'V =-a. Oonsecration of the oill;
b. unclothing and unction from head to foot; o. praver of thenksgiving
and blessing of water-94-. (ot mentioned by crr:l.il:) 3 d. baptism in -
the three-fold name; e. bléssing of the bals@m-94-.; f. clothed in whi.ta,‘
f. imposition of hands and unction on the forehead, the enrs, the nostril
an? the breast vherseby the spirit was sanctified by the Holy Ghost; 'l

h. Iordl's Prayver; i. vraver of newly bentized-94-.

C. The same svening all partoolk of the Nord!s Supper.

cueaar!n, ‘Gan%z‘-ooia vhere Basil the Groat was born 330, dled 3579 A%
Fa is renovmed for his work bﬁ':'lsnantine Iiturgr. Ve cuoted his work |
De 3nir. Sance. In Sec. IT. 1l.2. FEo mentions : A. Blesaing c.:f the
wator, of the chrism, and of the person baptized. Be. The asnointing
of oil; ¢. Pantlsm three times; D. Renuneiation of Satan ( this last
art 1la wndonhtedly out of its chronological place; tho rite is in-
comnlataly deseribed, for he menticns only such things as Were handed
dovn by the sacret tradition of the E‘a‘b.hers.).

Berot from the Prayer Book of Bishop Heraplon of Thinnis- ca 3550.
Al egsine of the wat=r, prayer for the catechumenate; ren;meiatﬂ.on,pru:er
anointins , confaasion of falth, prayer: vresentation of the candidats
br the deacon 'i-.o the bishop, prayer,baptism, 5.111?0!11:10!;! of hands with

pray=r; consecration of chrism, anointing with it. =05,

"« be In the Test.
g7. Rone; 1little is known abont the early liturry, vwe can only infar
it from th: later developed ritunls: A. In the vestibule;l. Last
sermtinies, including remunciation, and confession. B. Peonle and
elorry po to the bantistery, singing liteny. 1. Vater is tlessed.

=04., Tota==not mentiocned by Cyril. i
=OF=, Schaff Hersog Art. Baptism III 5 |
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2. "symhol" 1s recitod in the form of three cuestions and ansvers.
? 3. ‘Bantism, 4. Anointing with chrism on back. C. Procession noves

to conaipnatorivm-- here the oross Ly the bichop and the impositlon

of hends. D. Another Litany leade to the eucharist celebration.(Only
C and D seen to bhe innovations from the proven nractices of the
middle of the fourth century.) :
ilen, north Itely, vhers Ambrose lived and w.rnte De ',?fsteriia', he
lived 540-567. A. In the Anteroom- ermboliecnl orening of eera, nnd
unetion on eara snd nesa. B. In the Bantistery prover=-1l. Zonunciation.
2, Trofesaion of fnaith by candidate str@:‘.ng in the water--ons immersi
folloving each ansver. 5. Unction off the head. 4. Footwashing. 5.Clo
ing in vhite paorments, Imposition of the hand. 6. The Eucharist.-96-.
Spain at the Synod of Braga in 561 made the Roman rite binding,
1t was vndonbtedly intrcduced previcusly.

Gaul- (ea 180). A. Exorelsing and crossing with chrism of water

before candidates arrived. B. In Anteroom- renunclation. G. In ;
Raptistery. 1. I‘hreo-fold interrogation and immersion, 2. Confirmetion
by bishop. 3. Footwashing. 4. Clothing in white. =-97=~.

2. in Tdenl. Ceremony.

&

ae, a. Pronaratory=- perhaps on ilaundy Thursdiay or thereabouis, the
satianfactorily traine’ competentes became the group of "electi," they
' wore then to fast on Frida;;, come to the church on Saturday morning for
the final exemination. Usnually ;%nptiam took nlace that same e\.\ren!.ng.

=08-. The church service was one especlally solemn, lighted candles

rave a solemmity and significence to the following ceremonies. If the

bantistorr was senarated from the churech, there was a procession thru |
' the city to 1it.

=06-. Schaff- Herzog Art. Raptism III. -

=97=. Smith & Cheetham Art. Baptism Sec. 28,
=08=, Enyocl. of Rel. & TWthics- Hastinps-- Art. Catechumen.



U S
be In the Vostibtule or west part of the place of RBaptism,

B89, e candidntas turned to the West which was consldered the rlace
of darlmess and the realm of Saten, and made a dramatic renunciation

of "Satan and his works, and his pomp, and his service, and his angels,
and his inventions and all things that belong to him, or that are sub-

Ject to him."-99-. 71y these things renocunced,were meant the circuses,

the nlays, the theater, heathen customs,etc. =100=-.

Then theyr turned to the East-- for CGoneslis says the Lord set the
Garden of ¥on in the East.-100-. They vowed a covenant with Christ,
saring ZUvratt opeal (ol Xc"“'fe etc. -10lv. In the western
churches this nart was the ﬂ.ntarrogatid de fidel.

C. ™hea Ceremony Froner.

90. fiarPan ,nraras @72106 glvos the Roman Titual reconstructed by

JTeAe3.00storamsz, The CGelasian Saormentarim,wlich i1s nov consgidered’

to date from the century after Pove Gelasius I., d.490, i1s mich given
in the Codex Liturgiecua Assemani: it would be valuable for a study of

the more strictly liturglcal acts of the centuries irmedlately past
350 A.D. : {

21, T™e anointingz with oll was to prepare the candldete, as it were,

for the wrestling with Sctan; this ceremony is late in its oripin, not |

mentioned until 3= Crril and the Anostolic Constitutions (I.!.b.VII.éB')--
/
the suthor here distinguished: 1) myatical ol (&€ N@¢8Y ) pdminister-

ed before hantism, by bishon, »resbyter, or deacona, over the whole

body. 2) mratiecal chrism ( /.1/ cov)- adminlistered after baptism, only 1

by bighon, and nsed by signing (Cf. Lib VII.1l7)=108-, '
Hoafling (Vol.I)Sec. 76) aays&bhat this anointing before baptism

was not practiced until the fourth century in the ocecidental church,

=09-, Apoat. Const. Lib. 7. 4l. =100=., Cyril iiys. Cat. I.
=101-. Anostoliec Conat. VII. 4l. -102-. Bing. XI;IX: 2 & 3.

e |




then it was wsually by orossiny on the brenst and on the shoulders.

n2. fongncration of wrtar-- while the deacon was administering the
wnetion, the “ishon ccnsecrated the water by an invocation, and by
nouring chrism on the water in the sipgn of a cross. Tertullian says
( Da Bant. IV) "The waters are msde sacraments of sanctification by
the invocation of God." It is referred to by Cyprian and the Gouncil
of Carthara. In some localities this act nreceded the anointing.

93. By way of prenaration for the application of water, we believe

the candidate was completely unrobad. This is inferred from nassages

in "hryaostom ( Hom. 6 on Coloss.) saying men were as naked as Adam

in Paradise, in Ambrose ( Sermo 20) saying men were as neked as they

wore at hirth; Cyril ( Jive. Cat. II) -103-¢104-. OCrril shows t!'.te sane

arranremnant to apnlyr to women.lin his Let*er to Innoeent ( ¥p. 1), *here

ha sayn, that his enemfies had come iInto the baptistery, and frighten |

the women "that they fled away naked, and could not stay in their

flirht to vmt on such clothes as the modesty of their sex required."-105-"

This, of eourse,was no occasion for any indecency-106- , the men
!

eonld ha bantized, either befora s Or in a different place from the women:

The deaconssses vere in charrge and in attendance unpon the women. The
pleturee on the ctones from this ape agree,that the person being bap-
tired was naked. Of course , exceptionas to this rule may be found,

and some writers-prefer to think that the candidate retained a light

covering over the body.

: o4, Trine immersion was the nrevalent custom; trine always,immersion
with suech excentions asz we have shovn in paragravhs 58-60., ‘hen
Immersion was rracticed, 1t ls thought that it was done by the candidate
bending hls lmees, and bending his body forward-- we found no proof for
this assumption. Later rituals describe infants as being Imiersed, we

=105=.5mith & Cheetham Baptism 42 .]104-. Rogers p.352 f.
~-106-. Bing. XI XI 2 =106-. Bing. II, XXII.8



' may essume that this vas taken from earlier customs. Yhen aprinkling

q§.

vas nracticed the water was poured from a potera, or the head was
pulded into a stream of water flowing from some ornemented spout or
fipure hend; this was a derivation from the fountalns in the Roman
baths,-107-. '

8565. Tho formmla- Cyprian in Epia. 63 ad ?juba] éiscusses the form

of bantizing in “tho name of Jesus Christ" and sava thias formls haed
been used in the cass of Jews,for whom it was only necessary that they
accent Christ, St. Ambrose ( Be Spirit. Sancto Lib. I. Cap. 111 egrees
uith hin-108~, Tertullian says that by this short formula in the H.T.,
"in noining Christi tres persones :I.ntallig:lmtur." Augustine affirms
that 1t is easier to find heretics who reject baptism altogether than

to find any, who pgiving baptism, use any other then the generally
receivad forrmla ( De nRapt. IV. 25). In the VWest the administrant saidi?
"Bro bantizo te ete.", in the East the nerson of the administrant was

enrotnd by naing (Jantifetar 8 §Eivh ,  and the nome was added.

86, Afi;e1' the first aprliecaiion of water 1;h candidnte was asked,
nost thou bolieve in God the Father, etc.?", end he p gsuondeg,,“!r;&o“;
aftar the sacond diprines he was asked, "Doat thou believe in Jesus
christ Mis only Son, ete. 7", he responded ,"6redo" and the same
after the third dipning and the third article.

The Lord's Fraver was withheld in some places 1n the East, bu.'t the

rractice seemed to be general to have the baptized reclte 1t, as we

learn from passagaes such as: "As soon mas he rises out of the water, he

sayg, Our Father which art in heaven, etc."-109-10-11-,

7. Tertullian describses tho concluding ceremonlies even to the '
Tucharist thus ( In'De Resurrec. Cap. 8): "The flesh is washed, that

the soul may be clespasd: the rlesh 1s anolnted that the soul may he
consdeYdted 5 the esh 13 siqed, that 3Fhe 3evl may be

-107-. Roper p.27&. =108-. Smith 5 gheetham RBaptism 5O ‘

=100-, Apon‘l:. Conat. VII. 41. =110= Ch - :
“17-. Tingham ¥TTT. VIT. 9. Chrysca. Hom.6 in Colos.



fuarded; the flesh 1s ovorshadowed ©y inposition of hands, that tho soul
may bs illuminated by the spirit; the flesh ia fed by the body and 'bl"do'd {
of Chrigt, thalt the sonl may receiva nourishmont or fatness from ﬂcd-." ‘
=112=-. So thon after the immersion there followed tha anointing ofﬁftho'
by now we have noted to be used on thres other occaslons; namely,
adnission of candidate to the catechumenate, in connection with the
raseine thronrh the stages of the 9_ateehmna1:e, at the unction before
hantlam,=11%=. In Jerusalem the chrism was Dlesaed as an act by 1t-

s8lf, ani then the unmuent was put on the forehesd, ears, nostrils and
hreast. 3

o8, "he white parmenta-ll4- wera glven to the newly bantized .n'.!"I;or

the confirmntion in the arenlk church, Cyril areala of the garments

as havine tho unetion-116-.3 in the Latin Church they were riven hefore
tha unction. (iiilen). "he alb was the hody garmont, the e'risnale
the head-ranr-116-, ha alb was to rem!:nd them of thelr covenant and

thair duty, 1t is supposed that they wore them for eirht day and

v PR m—— -..r.p-pq._g-_m;._:.gé"q- -

]
then trensured them among mementos; Constantinae is said to have died in
his,

00, Impozition of hands- Tertullian connected 1t 1nn:1edin.1:'el;r with i
bantism. Iater it becams an act complete in itself consisting of the

blessine of the ehrism, the unction, the sign of the cross, '.‘I..mpo-'.'.tion

of hands,and prayer. Tho Council of Carthage ( Cyprian Ep. 72 ad Stephar
called it a a.cru.-:.:enﬁ ( in the meaning of a sacramental) and found it ﬂ
expedlient to state that "1t 1:_: not sufficient for mon to be regenarated !
only by l1aposition of honds, tmt ther ousht to. ba born arain by hoth

snoraments (1.e, washing and imposition) in ths Gatholie Chnrch."=117-,

-112- ning. XI IX. 6. -113-. TIbidem.

-114"'! Bm&. xIII IV- 1—5. . _115_. h 'bl:l. < . 5 .
=116-. Smith & Choatham Bapt. 60. lys Cat. IV.2

-11I?-o ‘11“!3- XIT. I=-III
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100, It is from thia ceremony chn'l: ve pet our custom of confirma-
tion, ~nd tho Homanisis their sacrament of cénfirmation. To-day,
Romanists ,too,ndnit that the custom 1s not rrounded in the N.T., but
in 'l_:"la are of Tertullian and Origen ( Tevit. Hom. 9).

101. giving of misllranr‘ L_honoy in a mixturo was the last ceremony;
1t 12 mentioned by Tertullian and Ulemant of Alexandrin, Fasdag.I.6.
This i1s the custom which has been mistal:aon for the Fuchorist because
Clenent ealled it the mystery of the Infanta. The sipnificanca was

thiat of recairins~ spiritual food; 1t undoubtedl: orircinated from the

word of Yaul," As new-born bahes desire the sincere milk of the Uord."

102, Various local and later ceremonies vere : standing before the |

\
altar with tepere bhuring (Grogory Nazlanzum Orat. De Bap. 40); kiss of
neaca rivan to newly baptized- Cynrian complained againat 1t; foot- l;

i

waghinr , vhich is of late origin,
d. T™ha GCommmnion.

103, This wos the roal tcward which the catechumens had prassed.

How, aftor, the ceremony of bantlsnm there follovwed the Tucharist-- a1l

IR PR gE——- TS

banbized waore admitted to the Sncronent. This may =eon surmrising,

but thero are Lhe statements of Cyprien ( De Lensie »n. 126&152) telling -
Tirst, how infants accus=d their lapsed parents "neither did we run of
our own sccord from the bread and the cup of the Lord to run to heathen
contarions,” and then,of an infant who was taken by its nurse to the
1do). sacrifice, and when the mother brought the child to the Eucharlst,
1t vomited un the wine. The Apostolic Constltutions VIITI. 12 & 15 fivrat
urgas 'mothers to come to the Zucharist and bring their children with
them," and then descrihes the order in vhich they shall commnicate:
"bishops, vreabyters, deacons, sub-deacons, readers, singers, ascetios: 1

amonr the women the deaconessos, virgins, widowsj after that the '

ol
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!'fl‘ ghildren, and then all the peonle in thelr order.”™ Aupustine anrroves
of 1t oftoen as in 1Ep. 23; e Paccator. lewt. Lib. I.20; Xp. 106

' ad Bonlface, ete. Ifiz contemvorary Pons Innocaent sesms to heve the
same oninion ( Innoe. Nn. 93 inter Ep.' Aupustini) ,for he arguss for
the nocessity of bantizing infents from the nesessity of their eating
the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of man. This custom can
be shown to have porsisted at least to the eighth century in the

Roman Chnreh.=-118-. In the Creslz Church the custom was more nersistent

and exists even at the time of Binpgham.-11R-.
6. Conclnaion.

104, There was left but one more step 1n the nrogress of the
Catachumon, and then all that remained was a vivid recollection of the

moment:ous changre through which he had @gone. It was the custom, expecial

1y at Terusalem we know , tu sunnlement the catechumenal instruction
during the weelr after the ceremony. The mesning of the wvariocus stens
over which he had passed were exnlalned to him.-119-. On the Sunday
after the 'eek in Albis he tock his place in the congregation as a full-

fledred membor.

=118~, Binpham XV. IV.7.
-119-. Cyril, Mystagogic Catecheses,
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