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BAPTISMAL CUSTOMS IN THE EARLY CHURCH UP TO 5650 A.D. 

INTRODUCTION 

1. ™he outline of this paper follows this general order: first 

to treat the bantismal customs in the church during the ace of develon- 

ment of these customs ,considering the New Testament literature and then 

the literature of tho Apostolic Fathers. This vill bring us to the date 

ca 160 A.D. after which to 350 we shall consider the customs as they 
r 

existed in an ideal condition. : “ 

2e Tt is imvossible to consider every detail of the long list of 

rites, hocause ther differed in different localities. Yor example, the 

mrevalonce of a horesy in a given district is soon thereafter reflected 

in the order of bantism. The fact of persecutions and their intensity 

likevise has its effect. ven the reneral dogmatic tendencies of a 

section of Christianity will mark changes. 

“his paner is written more from the historical, than the dogmatical.   
or liturrical point of view, yet ve of the Lutheran faith treating the 

subject of bantism must certainly recognize the accusations of the | 

anti-naedo-banti sts who accuse us:"That infant baptism, taken as a whole 

and throughout its histery;, has been the most serious departure fron : 

ApostolicyCnristianity and evangelical faith that the werld has to shor" 

-1- hence there is the point in this paner, nenelyr tdvindicate the 

Lutheran and Apostolic usage. 

The scope of the paner is to consider "Bantismal Customs" in the 

widest senso. Therefore ve relégate to part II,C4B the discussion of 

what ve call baptismal rites,and mean thereby the acts connected with | 
| 

-—s «1- W.7.ife Glothlin "Infant Baptism Historically Considered"-Preface. e 
=— nee ew
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the actual ceremony of baptizing; many of the related customs could be 

‘broupht under the discuesions at that point, but by understaning we 

conceive bantisamal customs in the wider sense. This tnetincludes a 

discussion of the instructional and Liturfical acts previous to the 

baptism ond alse a survey of the catechwnenate of the second and third 

century, which had aa its purpose,to prepare men for bantiam. 

I Baptismal Gustoma During the Age of Development up to ca 180 A, D. 

A. In iNew Testament Times. ‘ 

1. Instructional Tsares. 

Se The New Tastament dees give us cufficient foundation for a 

doctrinal understanding of baptism, but the liturgical part of it 4s not > 

80 thoroly oxplained. It is for this reason that a atudy of ancient 

rites must have raeceurse also th the many volumes written by early . 

Church Fathers. However, we profit by reviewing: the Scriptures on 

these noifits. 

Jesus ,in His woos on the scribes end Pharisees, says of them in 

Hatt. 25,15,ioe to you,"for ye encompans sea and land to make one 

proselyiio.” This vorse indicates the activity of the Jeus;"for decates    Javish missionaries hed covered the Mediterranean world; they had develor 

el a hifhir successful rropaganda, and created a genuine catechumenate 

for proselytes, which embraced instruction in faith and morals and con- 

" eluded with bavtism. (cr. "vo Vays" ‘of the Didache which suggest a 

relation to the- moral) instruction among the Jeus pror the Two Vays basta 

commarisonk in snots to Lev. 18-19 and to the Babylonian Talmud) .-2-. 

This condition introduces us to the fect that in New Testament times 

there was no elaborate pre-bantismal instruction. "When the preaching — 

of repentence unte forgiveness of sins had changed the heart of a man 

to accent the Savior in faith, his conviction of that faith at once made 

-2= Reu= Gatechetics , Sec. 5. 
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him a candidate for Baptism, whereby he was omitted to the congregation, 

=0=6 i 

4, In the case of Jews it was nocessary only that they recognize all | 

that they had learned of tho Messiah to be true of Christ; but for the 

  

“Hore unlearned,we may infer that there were several instructional usages 

prevalent. First, that there were instruotions in_ morals we may infer 

from such passares as I Thess. 4,1-23; II Thess.35,63; I Cor.4;173 Rom.6,17, 

and 16,17,;and Eph. 4,20- the recurrent terms which are related to raed 

docs | becene particularly simificant when 4t is remembered that 
that term omonr the deve was a technical exnression for the oral trens= 

a
s
 

mission of the lav (Mark 7.3"For the Pharisees ani Jews, excent ther 

swash thei hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders."). 
_The oft reveated catalorygs of vices (I Cor.5.9ff.et al.), virtues + 

(G01.5.92ff et al.), and tale of domestic duties (Eph.5.22-6.9 et al.). 

tend to strenrthon the idea. 

5. Secong, that there vere inatructions in the faith we see from 

I Cor.15.5-5: I Tim. 6.11ff3;°2 Tim.5.10-4.5 (Cf. also Rom.6.43; Col.2,11-A 

1 Pet.5.18-22) and esnecially Heb.6.1-2,reading "Therefore leaving the 

principles of the doctrine of Christ | let us go unto perfection; not ley- | | 
4 

4 

5 
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ing again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 

towards God, and of the doctrine of bantism, and of laying on of hands, 

ani of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judement." ‘The an 

Greek N.T. arrees}that these six doctrines were those in vhibh the write 

had first instructed his hearers: The expressions "way" and "doctrine" 

used so often by Paul (e.g. Rom.6,17; I Cor.14.17)and found’ also in | 

acts,e.f. 9.2 , leads us to believe that there was a rather well-defined 

| body of dectrine in connection with the catechitical instruction in the 

Yew Teetamont. ‘The "Two Waya" of the Didache (ch. 1-6) substantiate” the 

supvosition of the prevalonce of moral formulae as being of a very 7 

: ~3- P.&.Kretzmann    
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6. As to the place of instruction it would noturally be in the place. 

where tho chureh services vere held, either before or after. Another 

Poasibility 1s that of the house of the catechist, like Tyrannus in - 

Acts 19.9.-4-, 

  

IA.2. Liturgical Usares. 

= 

Ve Now turning to the liturgical usaged connected with Baptismal rites, 

A gonfossion of sin introduced the act. (Acts 2,38 "repent and be baptize! 

and John's bantism); perhaps also an act of renunciation (Titus 2,12 | 

"teaching us that denyinre unrodliness and worldly lusts) and a confession 

of faith ( I Tim. 6,12 "Thou hast prefessed a good profession before 

- Many witnesses" and Heb. 10,22ff "having our bodies washed with cite wats | 

Let us hold fast the profeasion of our faith"). In Acts 8,57 (Omitted 

: 

| 

br Hestle) the eunveh ts asked vwhbther he believes, whereupon "Fe anavered | 

ani said, I helieva that Jefus Christ 1s the Son of God"= thereuron 

Philip bavtized him. 

8. The baptismal “forma, was certainly just as Christ had spoken it 

| in HMatt.28,19. In Acts 2,383 10,48: 9,5 we find mention of baptism 

_ “4n the name of Jesus Christ" or "in the name of the Lord" of "in the 

name of the Lord Jesus"; how this is to be understood is difficult to 

say, it seems most natural to suppose that such formulae were also used. 

The meaning is the same, but for ‘ordinary purposes the Trinitarian 

formula vas used. 

e
e
 
e
s
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9. The bantizers, we may safely assume, were the apostles or their 

assistants, Acts 10,483; I Cor.1,17%; John 4,2, and also aualified laymen. 

or teachers: I Cor. 12,28; Gal.6,6; Acts 11,26; 18,26; and Eph.4,11-12 

readine:"A4nd he gave some,apostles; and sone, prophets} and sorig, evangel| 

ists; and some, rastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 

=4¢. Dictionary of Christian antiquities—Smith & Cheethan= 
: Art. Gatechumens, ITT, Plac dele 
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ani the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ;" + 

10. ° ‘The baptized were adults,end also children; they were baptized 

by sprinkling. But this ovestion is waived at this point to be treated || 

later. It is to be noted here that instruction of children was a fact,      
    
      

so that if children were bantized they were also instructed thereafter, 

that mainly by their parents, cf. Eph.G,l3 2 Time5,15; especially Eph. 6,54 : 

and Col. 3,21. 

I A353. Causes onernative to make for changes. 

ll. The information on our topic is scant in the Holy Scriptures, 

but undoubtedly the ceremony was,in truth puite simple. As time went } 

by there weve customs added; undoubtedly the peovle were @ffected by the | 

leve of intricacies which they saw used by their heathen neighbors in 

thair naran mysteries. Later, Christians were affected in their ceremonie: : 

but to say that Paul was effected in his doctrine,is untenable 7,28 Sheldon 

in his "The liystery Religions and the Hew Testament" shows. 

B. Customs in the Are of the Apostolic Fathers. 

ties of the heathen mysteries; converts were taught a new meaning cr   heathen yrather than Jewish customs. 2) There were the heathen conception 

of "mysteries" nd the supernatural according to which peonle thought .-5 

3) The Ghurch vas a larger organization and needed more minute regulatio: : 

to rovern its Increasing num‘ers=- already John could address the seven 

churches of Asia. 4) The Ghurch vas perhaps applying the lesson of the 

| freat number of apostacies due to insufficient understating of Christiani 

ty's full import.-G-. 5) This was the are of persecution in which care 

must be oxercised ageinst admitting inl formeys-6-. : 

-5- SAngus >. The Layvin ment ef Early Christianity - ets ) 
bs =6., Ye-atrmann. peof. Tinghan. XT, ITT.



    

  ‘believe the truth of what we teach and affirm, and who promise to live 

  

TI B. 1. Instructional Usages. 

         
22, We soo these traces of ereater caution in instrusting gonverts 

verylofinitely in Justin's Apology ( I. 61) reading "those who are per= 

suaded and believe in the truth of our teachings and. gevings undertake: 

to live nccordingly; they are taurht to ask, with fostings, the remission | 

of their sins; we also praying and feasting with them. ‘Then they are | 

led by us to a place where there: is water, and they are regenerated. in 

the same vay as ve have been regenerated." 

The "catechtmenate" was developing; we note the mention of "teach- 

ings","sarines", "live", and "fastings." He also mentions "prayers." 

The basis of instruction was the Didache for the moral part, the New 

Testoment itself for the strictly religious peart.-7—. 

IB. 2. Liturrical Usares. 

a. Tho rito. 

13. ™} Justin we are likewise indebted for the descrintion of the   rite of bantism as riven in apology I.79,"So many as are convinced and 

accordingly, are taught both to pray , and with fastings to ask of God 

remiasion of sins, while we join them in their prayers and fastings. 

Then thar are conducted by us to a place where there is water, and they 

are rarenorated (Ava yev¥@vtée ) after the same manner of rogenera- | 

tion as that in which we ourselves were regenerated. For they make their 

ablution (rb \e¥teey worcvy tet ) in the water in the name of God, = 

the Father and Lord of the Universe, and of our savior Jesus Christ, and 

of the Holy Ghost." —-$-. 

14, Tho Didache, Che 71s the oft auoted rite. It prescribes baptism 

in tha open (flowing waters really,"living water"), that 1t is also 

Pp 
-7-. Catholic Mncyclopaedia. Art. Christian Doctrine. 
“§- Smith aud Gheethom, Av?. Baptism, Sec. 7.
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permissible to use warm water, and that the water may be administered 

by "pouring upon. the hend water three times in the name of the Father 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." ‘The baptized is to fast tuo 

days previously, also the baptizers, also others if they can. Undoubt— 

edly the Lord's Suppver followed close upon the ceremony. 

15. The application of water was triplex and consisted in submercing | 

the head three times. This is a point of agreement among most writers, } 

the conclusion is based on passages such aa lola Rom. Recognitiones 

Lib. 6, cap. 9 " Iien were baptized under the appelation of the triple 

mystery." and tho Apostolical Canons (C.50) dating from the 2nd century, 

it is said:" If any bishop or presbyter use not three immersions in the 

pereone.uLon of baptism, but only one given in the death of Christ, let 

him be deposed "-10-. 

16. Ancient renroductions of the baptismal rite found by archeolorist 

picture the bantized person as naked, the water rises to the heirht of j 

tho bneos, the bantizer is often drv shod; these representations are 

not biblical, but are historical , for they differ from Luke, who tells :   
us the (ove descended on the Lord after he had left the water.-11-5 henc( 
they ave prctuves of the rite 23 1t wes then performed. , 

17. Thia leads us to the fact of penitential discivline which the 

Nf people feared. Hermas Pastor, sec.15 tells of Rome in the second 

century,"If anyone is tempted, and gins after that great and holy call-. 
    

ing, he has onvortunity to repent but once.” -12-. It was a previous 

fault that this caused many men to postpone bantism, but Clem. Rom. 

"Recopnitiones" Lib. 6, can. 9- accuses trem of unwillingness to give 

uv the things of the world.=-15=. 

-9-, Bingham XI, III 1. .- 
=-10=. Wingham XI, ITI 10 
-ll-. Rogers, Bantism and Christian Archaeology yp. 242 ff. 
-12-, J.C. Aver A Source Book for Ancient Church History pe. 585. 
=-15=. Bingham XI. VI. 5  



% 

        

      
  

18. Book Three of the Apostolic Constitutions (Cap. 16) ,perhans is 

from this age ,and tells us that it was the office of the bishop to snoint 

those with chrism who had been baptized (perhaps by the presbyter), and 1 

that this chrism (3.17) waa the confirmation of their ‘profession.-14-. (a 

IB2b. The subfects. 

19, The minister of bantism-15- was any lay person )in keeping with 

  

apostolic customs this is base on Chane VII Didache and Epistle of 

Imnatius Ad Srmrnaos (VII.e2). Spensors in this are are mentioned by 

Justin ( Anol. I. G1) in 105 A.D. and by Pope Hyginus (cited in Decretum 

Gratiani P. ITI de consecr. dist. IV c.100) in 154 A.D who says only 

one snonsor is necessarr.-16=. 

20. Now to treat the controverted question nomely, "Were infanta 

bantized in this very early age ?" Bingham (XI..IV. 6-9) cites these 

proofs: Clemens Romanus (Ep. 1. ad Corinth. n. 17) says, "there is no 

man free fron ~ollution tho his life be but the lengbh of one day."= 

this is original sin in children. Hermas Pastor (Lib. I; Vision 3: 

  
Can. 5 4 9 n 16) snealcs of baptism being necessary to the holy spirits 

‘of the 0.7. Justin Martyr, writing his second Apolory ca 148 AcDe, sars 

( Anol. 2, ®. 62) there are many persons of both sexes ,some sixty and 

some seventy vears old ytho nad been made disciples to Christ from their 

infancy, and continued virgins or uncorrupted all their lives- ot eK 

netSwy bye Onted Oneuv (cf. Matt.28.19}{vhere the same vord is ~ 

used in the commission) were then spending their childhood in ca.80 A.D. 

or verr close to apostolic times. Clemans Romanus, Recopnitiones (TAb.6. 

n.®)3; the author of this work, whoever -he may be, is a contemporary of 

Justin, ani speaks of baptism as necessary to man for "so you can come   to salvation, which in any other vay is impossible;" this means much. 

=14-, Bingham Anticuities of the Christian Church XII II. 5 
| -15-. New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia Art. Baptism IIT. 4. 
a -16-, Trnst Gerfen Baptizein and Eucharist pell9.
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Finally, thore 1s [renaeus, vho wrbte hia book Against Heresies ca 1765 

herein he states: a) that the church believed in original sin (Lib.5. 

6.16 & 19): b) that the ordinary way of purging away this sin was ; 

i 7 oes bantiem (L.1,c 18 ov fam riopmatos tas eis Ocov Avayerrycew si 
a 

Cc) that children, aa vel] as others, were then actually baptized to 

obtain remission of sins, and to annly the redemption of Christ to 

thems( Lib. II, 6.59) or (IT.22.4) he says, "Christ came to save all 

persons by himself, all. T say, who by Him are rerenerated ( note b 

for meaning of roreneration as baptism, cf. also Lib.III, 17,1) unto 

God: infants, and little ones, and children, and youths, and older 

persons,” 

20 B. Gerfen (p.58) adda a citation from Stromata,Vol. II cap. 9 by 

Glemens of Aloxandria (b.150 A.D.) "If it (the seal ring) shows the 

firure of a fish, then we are reminded of the apostles,ané of infants 

being talron out of the (bantismal) water."-17-. In addition there is 

the archeclorical fact of the candidates beiln¢e represented as bors, and 

the references in literature to chou as pueri or infantes, and the 

custom of giving them milk and hones all indlente that the @nurch 

connected baptism with youth. 

-17= Gf= Paedag . Lib III Cell   

iet 

  
 



  

a
 
a
a
a
.
 

aS
 

Sy 
e
e
 

ae
 

  -2-. Thomas L. Harris - Christian Public Worship. p.25- 

II Baptismal customs in the vhurch 180-550 A.D. 

21. But the time wo have finished discussing(from apostles to 1B0Ac1 

is mich moro mearer in supplying us with information jyehean the neriod 

imiedintely following which opens with Tertullian, who wrote a trsastise 

"De Baptinmo", and. added mech tofhe discussion. Tut this are too, 

Hill not sunniy us with the baptismal ritual, which we certainly hope 

for: there are reasons why ve cannot expect to Find aveh a ritual 

a) The "treditores* are reportell searching out: holy writings, but 

never rituals, as ve know them. b) Rituals were nevor considered in 

the lifht ef thelr value to posterLbys a bishop adopted one as he say 

best, and his successor maintained the right to change it. oc) The 

     
    

bishons and noople because of their constent contact with the forma, 

neve wrote them downg our sources are the references to the ritual jmade : 

in rassinge , by the writing church fathers. 

226 We have previously mentioned causes of change effective on bap— 

tismal evstoms; in this are, these and otherswork. While there vere 

nersecutionn, people would not be v«ry apt to enter the church for 

ulterior purnesess when persecutions ceased,the church had to ruard 

its nemberahips more closely- hence the elaboration of the cateciunisnate. 4 

The nature of the chanres wae affected by the rise of hierarchic 

imnerialisn, forninr the priest after the mystic= theurric arent -l- , 

alse by the controversies of the ape. During this time comes the change 

from predominatgly private, to predominat¢ly public..worship. =2=, 

25. In daccueelne this third mar oe ve subdivide: A. The Catechumen- 
xustitutions, f9.The Beptismal Cevewonys 

ate, BR. “he Catechumen, C. The Daptional, The catechumenate is discuseed 

under 1) prados, 2) meetings, 3) instructions. 

-l- Reu Sec. 7. p-40. Harris p.19.
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The Catholic "nceyclopedia says , "by the end of the second century — 

We find the catechimoenate in force in all its main lines’ It seems to | 

be very difficult to prove this, but it is true that the end of the H 

= 

  

century fives us much information about it . ‘The institution continued | 

to rrow for two centuries after that. The references in literature, to [ 

be sure, do not mark the berinning of a custom, nor dare we assume 

that a custom existed no time after its mention, but the duration of 

the time hefcre ani after ita mention remains an unknorn cuaentitr. 

ITI A The Gatechumanato. 

1. The Grados. 

24. Tha prades of the catechumenate have long been the battlefield 

of verbel scrimmares. ‘Some writers have clearly delineated seven classes   others denied that theve ere more than two. The source of difference 
s 5 

is the fact that the writers speak of different localities, at different | 

times, and often use debatgable allusions in the Fathers. lcdern 

  
’ 
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scholars, we are told -5-, conclude thet there are but two rrades of a 

unbantizotl, namely, the Audientes and the Gompetentes. ‘e have preferred 

  

the divisions of Hoefling.-4-: 

™ia Gatechumenate in its wider sense is divided thus: | 

X Photizmenoi or Baptizmenoi, called also Competentes, those 

instructed or enlightened who sbught baptism at the next      festival. It is to this group that Cyril of Jerusalem 

addresses his Catechesés, for he urges them to keen silent. 

on the matters in which they were instructed ,and in Leotion 

12, he tells them, "Thou, thyself was once a catechunen 

(1.e. not a photizmen) and then I told ee not what was 

coming." 

-5= Art. Catechumen=- Encylonedias,Catholic and Hastings. | 

A. J.\J.F. Hoefling "Das Sacrament der Taufe." Vol. I, p.150-151. e 
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II. Gatechumenol, divided into the smaller groups: 

A. Akroumenol 

Be Genyiclinontes 

Tor these divisions cf. Conc. Wic., Can. 14 and 

Conc. Neo-caesar., Can.5 where it states, "if a kneele 

  

sins,let him be a hearer." : 

Bingham has these'same three divisions, plus a froun he must term 

Exothoumeno’ yor whom he states that they were merely interested in 

Christianity; but the term in its origin seems rather to designate such 

as wore at lesat temporarily ,excluded from the Catechumenate, they were 

. the penitents under discipline. 

25. Tha Seventh Ganon of tho Council of Constantinople (307 AeD.) 

describes the care with which heretic Greeks were to be conducted into 

the chureh, "And the first day we make them Christians; the second, 

Gatechumons (narrow sense); the third we exorcize them, breathing thrice 

unon their face and ears, and thus we instruct them and make them to E 

believe in the church and to obey the Scriptures , and then we baptize i 

them." These acts take place on three different days without any 4 

reference to the length of time between them; the first act is the act 

of initiation into the catechumenate in Wider sense, the third act i 

describes the main part of the photizmenate.-5-. Origen Contra Celsum 

ITI. 51 also shews that there was a definite system at Alexandria. 

Bingham (XIV.V.d-10) traces the prayers in the congregation as he 

found them in the Apostolic Constitutions (Lib.83 can.5-8) and in 

Chrysostom ( Hom. 18 and other places) and we find these ,divisions pley-   
fivat- 

ing their part. The least advanced were, dismissed from the services. 

Ve must guard against the idea that the church had: ceased to be . : i . 

— 
a
e
 
S
e
 

evanrelical ) and had become entirely hierarchical in character. ‘The greal 

teachers at this time realized the duty of the church to proclaim the 

4 =-5= Hoeflinr Vol. I, p. 888-284). 
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Gosvel to all nations. ‘fe have certain proof of that in thé Stat. eccl. 

ant. Can. 84, "Ut episcopus nullum prohibeat insredi ecclessiam ot 

audire verbum Dei, sive frentilem, s. herelicun, s.dudaeum usouve ad 

nissan catechumenomm."-G-. 

26. The audientes were permitted to attend the services, they were 

permitted to, read the Bible, they were given some instructicn by a * 

teachor in private. 

27. The genuflectentes were nermitted to take nart in the praring 

part of the liturgical service, and were given some additional instruc- 

tion, not very muchs in some localities this may have been the time” in 

which they decided on their next step. They had a foundation in chris- 

tlenity, and could judre whether they wished to seck baptism. It was ae 

this point that many marked time, and waited for the old are, in which 

there wera no more temptations to lure them ava; from the hirnlyr prized 

Dantismal rrace into the sorrow of church discipline, ani penitential   discipline. Rantism in this age was voluntary, the church was 2 nission- 

ary body working among heathen. There could be no compulsofary baptism,- 

even on the nert of Christian parents; compulsion dates from the reign 

ni 
of Justian 5a" AD. =T=« 

28. If the candidate sought bentism he became a competent, a seeker. 

_Herewith began the more intensive training, and en this group were 

exercised the many liturgical usages, all to aid the impression of the 

importance and meaning of the steps. To these photAsmenoi oF onomato— 

gravhethentes (of.TIL.1) Cyril of Jerusalem addresses the first eighteen 

of his Catechosos, during OQuadragesima. ‘hese were the candidates soon 

to be hantized. -B8-. 

=6- Noefling Vol. J,pe 182. ! 
-7= Philip Schaff "History of the Christian Church A.D. 1-511." p.401. 
=-6-, Toefling I, 186. { 
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Il; A. 2. The Meetings of the Catechumenate. 

29. Length-- The @neyolopedia Grittanica summarizes ; Apostolic 

Constitutions (VIII,52) state three years; The Synod of Elvira(Can.42) | 

sets two years; the fathors,in feneral assume, 40 days preceded by a 

“period of probation, during this probing time the candidate was in the 

catechumenate (narrow sense) and was after it entered into the = 

photivnenate. The Anostolic Constitutions<VIII , 48)say;,not the 7 

"shronos", but the"tronos" of the candidate ia to be judged. There was 

enoveh: floxity in the institution-to euard against baptizing unfitted 
or not fully instructed minds. 

50, The Placa, for these instruction was : in the place of the 

church services,either before or after them: or at the home of the 

catechist: or in the baptisteriles: or in the church bullding in a room 

over the nor-tico.-9-.-10-. This leads us to ask who was the instructor 2 

or catechist ? It is nrotty well agreed that this was not a class ,but 

a function of lector, deacon, priest, or presbyter. Augustine wrote 

his theory of catechumenal instruction in "De Rudibus Catechizandis to 

the layman Diornitus. 

II A.sSe Instruction in the CGatechumenate. 

51. Moral. Seachines vere emphasized 785 Were the moral regulations 

dananded in the Gatechumenate; it was forbidden that they be painters, 

sculntors, actors, or scldiers. ‘They vere to fast on the Sabbath, and 

not to eat with heretics or adulterers-1l-. Instruction was based on 

tho first rart of the Didache; also various perticns of Scripture were | 

read and explained, esnecially from historical and moral books. ‘The 

-10-. Brifhtman "Liturgies; Eastern and Viestern" »Pe 467. 

-9-. Smith & Gheetham. Art. Catechunen, III | 

-ll-. The New Archaeological Discoveries, CO. HM. Covern , p. 040. | 

 



Avoorypha wore also used for this pirpose ( “Athanas. Fest. Ep. 505; 

Ps Athan. Synopsis Script. sacra.), especially ght seoms, the Hook of      
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Sirach (Ganones Anost. 25) =-12-715-. Sermo 216 by Augustine is an example 

of morn], instruction.-14-.: in De Fide et Opera. C.6 he asks >What ‘should 

oscuny the time ef the catechumens but that "they should hear vhat faith 

and what Kind ef life is necessary for thristiana, so that they may 

examino themselves, and eat and drink from the cup at the Lord's table." | 

  

52. The teachings, relicio¥s in the strict sense occunied a more 

imnortant “lace. ‘The last rart of the Didache is riven to this mathe. 

Augustine's "De Rud.Gat." shows his theory according to which he wants   to rive the true revealed relifion in a narrative (at first), not complet 

end detailed, yet with the perspective comnlete, considering all evelan 

tion in relation to the founding of God's kingdom and incarnation of | 

Christ: all’ things are to be founded on the princinle of love which 

God vorlrs in man, snd thereby makes him a member of ghristts bedye-1L5=. ) 

Gyrills "Gatechesos" and the Apostolic Conatitutions (140.7, 00-30-41 

deal with instructing the photifmenate » OY advanced group. The "Great | 

‘Catechenis"™ by Grerory of Nyssa arg forty chapters, neither sermons nor 

catecheses, ut simmly set forth the belief of the Ghurch in comparison 

to that of Jews , Heretics, and gentiles.-16- ~ 

The work by Irenaeus "Fy Seifis. 19¥ a&norrod\lnov kNCUNUdTO'S 

written after 180 AeD., discovered by Pirce 1907,shovs the preparation | 

of church members of Lyonf. The course of instruction was based upon 

the tripartite confession of faith, it also offered a history of 

divine revelation and of the economy of rrace from crestion to the 

" entrance of the Israelites into Ganaan, addine brief references to 

£ =12., Encrelonedia of Religion and Ethics, Ed. dames Hastings. 
Art. Catechumen. 

-15-. Honfline; I, po115- |   
=14-. feu, “Sec. 7. - 

_ ' -15=,. Hoafline: I, ne167. 
-16-. Hoefline: I ca 195. | 
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Solomon and the prophets, and closed with a detailed presentation of Chi 

incarnation and redemptive work as a fulfiliment of prophecy. Thruout a 

the course, esnecially at the berinning and end, much stress was laid 

upon Christinn fiorality.<-17=. “ 2 oe \ 

  

550 Panlmody ond an acauaintance with Searinture was anothor artifiie 

F of instruction. Ho adult was allowod bartisa”until he hed learned the 

Panima."-18-,8his was at least true in certain localities. The coramony 
onertio_aurtum bears tentimony to the acauaintance with the Gorrels. rt 

F was necessary that the eandideates be acauainted with Psalmody in order 

E that ther micht tale part in that vart of the service to which ther were’ 

ain tted.-19-. : 

II BR. Tho Catechimen. A 

B46 Mer this head we try the very difficult task of describing the 

course of a catechutien through the several stakes of training together 

with the usares" practiced unon him. Children who wore bantized in in-   
faney vore »armitted to enter the catechumenate when thoy reached the 

acs in which learning was possible: concerning the unbdantized there were 

reruloticns settine tho younrest are at seven years. 

1) The Hearor. 

a5. the enndidate » Sccompanied by a. "snonsor" who is to vouch for 

his motivoc and character, announces his desire, normally to a deacon, 

tho informs the bishop or presbyter. The grounds of his desire are 

investirated ( Aur. De Rud. Cat.); neonle of sinful or dubious occuna- 

tions are excluded punless they will abandon them. If the candidate is 

accentable, he receives a preliminary instruction, aya. veccnies a catechun: 

and attends the church services uv to the point of the m2gsa catechunen, 

. un." The rites by which he is set aside consist of the sipnatio orugis-2 

-21-. on the forehead, the impositio manus-21-.-22-. and the datio salis, 

* in the "‘est-20-.; this was called the ‘sacramentum catechumenorum.   
-17-. Teu, p. 28. -1&=-. Govern, np. 341. 

| =19-, Rineham, XIV. Is -20-. Aur. Confossiones Tib. I.Xtele 
“21-. Ie Peeator. “eritis IL1be2,26. -22-. Gan. Elvira- GC. 39. 

 



56. In some localities an exoroism was made on the candidates- for, 2 

4f they came from heathonism, they were considered @omon-vorshipnors; 

and,i£ they were the offspring of Christians ,they vere under the rule    
    

of Saton because of original sin. There were also cther occasions on 

  

_which exorcism was used i.e. on the catechimens of the last grade(electi) 

* and ;finally,it was used in connection with the baptismal rite. 

Pik Ve must pause to discuss this custom. Gerfen -25-, a Lutheran, 

elains it was a truly ecclesiastical usage ,and defends it. Catholics 

affirm the same-24-. It. was found among the Jews- Josephus ( srchael VII. 

“Claims that Solomon had the power of casting out demons, and left 

formilae by which he accomplished it: the Sentuarint translates Ps.86,5 

with "All the pods of the heathen are degmons (dat povea )"3 Jesus 

practiced andi substantiated oxorcism in the Hew Testament. The €hurch   eonnscted Jt with the poasewasd the catechumens, end other thinrs 

(water, salt). 

“alther nelnovledres exorcism as a Lutheran usare, but says "ZbensO 

weiss die alte Kirche bis tief ins vierte Jahrhundert hinein nichts von 

einem Exorciemus bei der Taufe."-25-. The contention is that earlier 

  

references to exorcism are connected with the truly energumenoi (possessed 

37. The Souncil of Carthage under Cynrian(256 A.D.) mentions it 

because certain bishops recuested that it and baptism be used at . 

reception of heretics.-26-. St. Gyril.of Jerusalem (Procat. 14) connects 

it with the exorcised 011.-27—-. St. Augustine apreals to it (up.194 ,n.4€ 

against the Pelarians as implyine the doctrine of original sin-27=3 

in De Fide et Oper. U.G ho sazs,"After their nanes are g¢iven they (the 

phottfnenate) are cleansed by abstinence, fasting, and exorcisms... on 

-25-.ferfen. -.S5f. 
-24-. Gath. Encly. Art. Exorcism. 
-25-. Valther Pas‘orale -. 155. Sec. 14, Anm.5. 
-26-. Schaff—Herzof. Art. Exoroism. 
=27=, Catholic "ner. Art. Exorcisn. 
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She same days on which they are ostechized they are exorcised, ther are 

examinod ( sorutentur)-28=; and Ps. LXV he connects it with bantisn, 

"after the fire of exorcism, they come to bantiem"-28-. 

   

    

    

  

38. These exoreisms exercised on the three different occasions seer 

to be a .lanse from the H.T. usasce. Christ used the rite on possessed | 

men, and therefore it is to be used only for that vurnose by His follou= | 

ers. The usare in the early church may have stuck to this usare yuntil 

the rite was transferred from the narticularly posspnaed to the 

universal candidates or the early Ghuren may have conceived of it as ; 

nothing more than the gesignation of the fact thet the candidate was 

removed from the realm of Satan by the power which Christ gave the 

Ghurch and which natural man has not. Greak literature of this foeniea 

often refers to exorcism simnly as an «dyn » & Drarer. In the early. 

Armenian ani Coptic Rantienmal Liturgies there is no exorcism ner van 

Fneelers. 
59, If the person had passed the first stages,and was judged worthy 

to continue his prorress, he was given the nrivilege of remaining 

lonrer in the services, as we have Bhown before. FPerhans this was 

the one distinguishing charatteristic of this FrOUDe. Additional SnAtene 

tion he fot, but not as yet intensive. This idea of carefully controll- 

ing the content of ‘instruction strikes us Christian; 1t has been named 

Arcana Discepling-s0-. not by the ancients, but by controversialists in 

the 17th century; Pomanists used it to show that thefr doctrine of 

transubstantiation rust be taught, and why no trace of some other of 

thelb doctrines can be found. 

Arcana )iscinlina exnresses the custom br which the lInowledre of 

the more intimate mrsateries of the Christian religion was carefully 

-28-. iingham- X. II. 2 
=-29-. Hoafling Vol. I , pe 400. 
=50-. Cath. “ner. Art. Disoiplina Arcane.   =
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= 50-. Cath. mney. Art. Discinlina Arcana. 
- 5l-. Suith and Gheethan Art. Catechumens. -52—- Tertullian. 
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kept from the heathen and even from those undergoing instruction in the o 

faith; this was done by the arrangement of material imparted in the ~ ; 

instruction, and by the exclusion in the church services. In 439 A.P. 

Sozoman wrote his Historica see seaae (Lib. I.2) , and hesitated to 

include the Iicene Greed, les it should come timto the hands of those 

still in the lower grados.-3l-. 

40, Ringnem X. V. shows that the very early church did not prastice 

this Digsecinlinn Arcana, and that the reason for concealing certain 

mysteries was lest pearls be cast to heathen dogs/-52-, and not to 

impart doctrines of saint ‘worship tnd transubstantiation ,etc. He 

shows that the things withheld were knowledge of the rite of bantism; 

unction of chrism: ordination of priests; manner of celebrating the 

Eucharist: ani for some tine the mystery of the Trinity, the creed and 

the Lord's Prayer, until they wore more proficient and ready for Baptism. 

The Catholic ™nercelopoedia (Art. D. Arcana) admits, "The earliest. 

formak witness for the custom sees to be Tertullian Apol. VII "Ex 

forma omnibus mysteriis silentil fides adhibetur." Romanists find 5 

their stronrhold in Basil, De Spiritu Sancto, XXVII: "Moreover we bless 

the water of baptism, and the o11 of chrism, and besides this him who 

is bantized from vhat writings ? Is it not from the silent and mystical 

traiitions ? ‘hat writing teaches the anointing of oil itself 7? And 

whence is it that a rian is baptized three times ? And as to other 

customs of bantism, from what scripture came the renunciation of Satan 

and his anrels ? Does not this come from the unpublished and secret 

teachines which our fathers ruarded in silence, averse from curious 

méddlinr and inouisitive investigation, having learned. the lesson thet id 

the reverence of the mysteries is beat preserved in silence ? How was 

it proper to narade the teachings of those things which it was nct per= 

mitted the uninitiated to lock at ? "=535=. |   33- Ayer Source Book. p.4n4, 
   



  

       

   

   the real reasons for the custom was undoubtedly expediency and 

rsycholory-- the more simple and reasonable things were given first so 

that tho preater things would not be such a strain on the believing 

faculty of the convert; and again, the hope of gaining some new in- 

formation and a nov thing, métivated the Imeelers ani made them anpre=- 

ciate a thing for which familiarity had bred no contempt. 

41. Penitential Discivline was one of the factors that would cause 

  

& stop in the rrorress of the candidate, he may be thrown back for serlon” 

sins for four years to life time exclusion ( Cen. Nicaen. CG. 14; Cen. 

Hlocaesaria (.5)-34-. Tertullian ("De Poenitentia" Tv.9) tells of long 

series of self-mortification and prayers necessary for reedmission to 

the ehurch, 

42. Rut Panitential Discipline was affected by the fact of the 

mortyrdoms: the confessores were able to announce divine forgivenssn 

and to rive letters of neace (Tertullian ad Hartyres I ). -35-. 

Oricen's Tzxhortatio ad Hartyrium (50 @ 50) tells us that the martyrs “J 

were considered as needing not a baptism for theirs was a "bantism of 
J 

martrrdom. "=36~. : 

II 8B 5 The Enlightened. Compotentes. 

43. Intreduction into this rroup came with the ceremony called 

Homen Dare; that is, the candidate received a new Christian name 1 

if he hat a heathen one, and this was inscribed in the church reccrd-37~.| 

-58-. At thia point many candidates stovped and waited; the church 

forced no one to continue.-59-. At this point there may coma also the 

=-54=— Smith &: Chestham . Art. Catbechuren. 
=35=. AVOr De 155. 

-56=- Aver p. 212-215. 
=37—= Smith and Cheetham. Art. Gatechumen. 
=58- . Socrates Hele VII. 21. 
-59-. ffleefling. I. 568-69. 
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@xoroism of the photismen, mentioned by Gyril in Jerusalem who bids 
his Satechumena, "receive the exorclams with joy; whether it is ine 

ation 
SER or exorcism jthe deed ia to be salutary to the soul"-40-, 

They were crossed. ‘they wore to fast , abstain, confoss, renent in a 

aa
d 

ct
l 

el 
Ee 

stricter sense than was obligatory to other Ghristians; we have seen 

this in the uritines of Tustin, ental tan alas Aufustine-42.,. 
: 

44, Instruction went alonr until the third fast week in- Sundragesina 

on “ednesday was performed the first sorutitum-45-. The sorutinies 

were oxaminations into the faith and the disnosition of the caniidate; | 

at first there were but three, later there vero soven-44. “hey were 

continned during the last four weeks » and the last scrutiny was held 

on Sabdbatum marnim.=-45-. 

In connection with the scrutiny held in the fourth week of 

Suatiraresima thore may have been the aarly custom of toughins the ears 

and nose with snité&le followed by a renunciation -46-. ‘Thon arain 

the sienins vith-the cross vas used. 

45. “hese scrutinies were to further the candidates lmowledre , and 

also to test his nroficiensty. If his progress was satisfactory, ho was 

desirnated as amonr the electi, and soon thereafter followed the rite 

(in @ecidental Ghurch) "Expositio evanreliorum in auriwm apertione ad 

electos", which consisted in explaining the meaning of "Gosnel," and 

explaining the cherub fifures in Ezek. 1,10. ‘Then the deacon read the | 

beginning of each fosnel, and after each the presbyter explained the 

connection between the verse and the picture; there was alsc an ex- 

position on the unity of the Old and iNew Testament, sand on the Scrirtur 

as the only source of teaching.-47-. | 

| 
-40- Procatech. =-41-. De RFantism 6.20. | 

| aA en Rinehan X. II. 9 =435-. Hoerline I. 435. 

=44— (Gath. ner. Scrutinies. -46-. Hoeflinre I. Sec. 75 
-46- Tertullian de Coron. Wil. €.5. speaks of tuo renunciations. 

__-=47- Hoof ling. I, 245. ; |
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q 
in Expos. in Symb. Apost. reports essentially the present creed in 390 M 

only that the ‘Fhira Article doosn't define the "sanctity ecclesia’ and 

doesn't montion "life everlasting."-48-.. The traditio occurred at 

46. Next camo the climax with the traditio symboli. The synbol.ten 

at this time was undoubtedly very much like our Avost1ed raed; Rufinus 

    

varied times: in Africa 1t vas done on the’Satvrday befcre Laeteare and 

a sermon van preached on the occasion, Aur. Sermo 212-143 at other slace: 

this was done on Palm Sundar. The traditio symboli was a very solemn 

event and was ofton done by the bishop himself as we hear St. Ambrose 

tell (Ep. 54 ad Marcelliam sororem), "After the catechumens have been 

dismissed, I rave (tradebam) the symbolum to some competentes in the 

bant‘ stories of the church."=-49-. Perhans at the same time ther were   taucht the responses they were to make at bantilams Apol. Const. VII. 

58 & 40, orders, "Let him he taught tho things concerning the renunciat 

of the devii (Ir tayns ) and the covenanting with Christ (Cvvt«y 7. 

About a woek after the traditiodeane the radit¥io symboli- on the     
Saturday befa@e Indica, or on the Saturday befcre Taster, in Jerusnlem 

on Palm Sunisy, at other places on Maundy Thursday.-5l-. This vas the 

solemn act in which the candidate recited the symbolum as it had heen 

given to him: it was the occasion of a church service, of which this 

act formed the center. 

| 

47. Wext in-the Roman and Occidental Ghurch the Pater Noster vas 

fiven them, ei¢ht dars after the traditio symboli, i.e. on Saburday 

before Judica -cf. Aug. Serm. 215, and 55 (42).-52-. In the Greek 

Church 1t wes not riven until after bantism; 1t was known as the 

i
n
t
e
n
 

i
 
c
a
e
l
 

"Prayer of the Faithful," and Theodoret of Cyrus in Syria ca. 400 
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=48., Hoefling Vol. I, De 207=255. 
AOL, * Sneha w=. IT. 10-11 

=50=. Rinehom X. IT. TIbidem. 
=51-. Teu, De 61. 

=O2-. Hoefling I. 241. 
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writes, "None of tho uninitiate dare to say Our Father who is in one 

havine not yet received the divinely bestowed chrism." -55- 

eu 
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48, This outline of the history’ of a catechumen is substantiated 

by the study of later rituals whén all these steps were combined in orde) 

to be applied to the infants. Curiously enough, the institution that 

  

has served for instruction was thus comiemorated, at ldéast, over the 

children. on rhe Monday after Ocul parents announced their children 

to be baptized on Easter; the following Wednesday sponsors brought the 

child ‘to the church; the boys were to be at tho rigit, the girls wens rai 
— 819m of the evoss,|8ying on of hands , exorcism, givinef salt, praye 

on the left: five acts made the child a catechumen, “he competetent 

nerlod was renresentad by seven scrutinies-- the snonsor or achelyrte made 

the resvonses (1.@. refitio symboli). The child was brought to thurch 

on the Saturday bofore Easter for the last scrutiny. 

Later the child was brousht to church but once, the ceremonies 

were crovded inte that space. So the fiction was maintained that the 

child hati nassed through the stages of catechumen and photifhen. These 

rituals are valuable since they show that children were baptized and 

that there was an understanding of the obligation to teach them. 

II CG The Zaptismal Institutions. 

1..The time and seasons. 

49. “he earliest custom was certainly to baptize during the dav: 

during tho versecubions the night may have beon used, or whatever tine 

was used for vorshin. “hen nersecutions had ceased, and baptisteries 

could be built, the time was definitely at night. The ceremony began 

near dusk; the procession from the church to the baptistery was thru 

the city fittingly lighted by tavers and torches. In the baptisteries 

there was more candle light having its practical and ceremonial sig-= 

nificance. 

-635-. Hoefling I. 258.  
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60. The seasons for bantism were at first any time. But later 

there arose three especially popular seasons: 1) Easter, because of Paul 

connecting it with bantiam. (Rom. 6,53 Col. 2,129 51.) 

2) Pentecost, to take care of the large numbers. , | 

5) Eniphany, because it was considered the time of Christ's’ ban-    

  

tism ;especially in the East.-54-. 

Grefory Nazianzen ( Orat. 40 De Ban. ) Mentions these threo seasons 

he complains that neople had made excuse for rostnoninre bantisn saying 

they waited for . certain season. Tertullian ( De Rant. 49: 19) mention:   
the first two, and it in interesting to see that he says- " Exinde | 

Pentecoste ordinatins iavacris latissimm spatium est"; the expression 

wide space of Fentecost, seems to warrant the conclusion that the entire 

fifty days of Eastertide were used as the special time. This helps to | 

male intellirible the decroes of later councils forbidding baptism at 

any time excent Raster with gor course, the excentions which necessity 

might demand. -55=. In some localities baptism was conferred on other 

church festivals, on saints’ days, or on any other day.-56-. | 

2. Place. a 

51. Oripinally no limitation ‘of place was observed. It ‘4s not until — 

the end of the third century that we meet with any mention of bantister= 

les,vronerly so-calied,and under the name of "baptisteriun. 1 B7—. Baptis 

was first in the open air, in running water, in rivers, springs, etc.-58 

Later it to-k place in the catacombs.-59-, there we find engraven 

Pictures of the act. It was practiced in private homes ab late as the 
{ 
1 

sixth century and even thereafter; for we find legislation against 1te-€ 

' -54=. Hasting mney. 
) -55-. Bingham" XT. VI. 7. 

: =5G6=. Bingham XIe VI. 8. 

-57=. Smith and Chepthan, Art. Bane . Sec. 77. 

-§8-. Clementine Homilies: XI. 26 =- Rorer Ch. IV. 

=59=,. Rorer 514-15. ; 
=60-, " Ibidem. 
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Ye mow that the baths in the homes as well as in public buildings “oad 

i: 
very cormion and reneral at this time-6l1-3 in the home submersion was     

  

impossible both in the baths and in the impluvia.-62—. True)it is 0 
hard to say whether the baptisterium was the grovth of the private or 
the public bath, but probably from the former.-G5-. 

52. The bavtistery came into existence after Constantine had nade 

christianity the state religion. They were large pvildinrs jeither ‘cir= 

cular or ectaronal in rround vlan ;2nd were covered by d dome. “hey . | 

were the pride of the church, usually masternieces of architucture and 

decoration. ‘they were from 50-90 feet in diameter; the main object 

in the building was the baptismal font. ‘here was a 77 C@odv Lyior etna 

and an Erwree ov elnov $ perhaps, there was in addition, a special 

roo fer the instruction of catechumens. There were seats around the 

wall in some, in some curtains separated the font from the view. ‘The 

building may adjoin the church or be several blocks removed. Ambrose's 

habit of calling them baptideria sugcests that some churches had tio-- 

one for the bantism of males. 

550 Fonts in the ast are usually small sauare or circular basins, 

while sometime: thier are elongated and make the shane cf a Greel= cross. 

In the West ther ara usually octagonal or circular, rreater in diameter 

but not in depth ( Gonstantine!s Baptistery erected ot the Lateran has 

a basin in it GO feot in diameter, with a depth of about 3 feet), while 

two stoens renerally run around the whole circumference forming a wide | 

shallor basin. ‘The depth ef the font is ncrally under three (5)feet, | 

so that wnless the water were filled to the brin, the averare dapth of 4 

water would have been about two (2) fect; in some cases fifteen snohice 

represents the utmost canacitry of the basin (as at Amvas Belt astvre.) -64-. 

=61-=, Angus- pe 14. 

=65-. Taw Schaff-ferzor.    



  
=-65- Porers. 345. - =—6G6- Charles J. Rennott, "Christian 
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In some loealit*es, as at Ravenna, the rite could only ho etniniate} 

ed by nouring wator on the catechumen's head, the water in the basin | 4 

beinr auite out of reach. -G5-. The baptizer stood “in a pulpit-lile 

arrangement raised above the floor, whereas jvhe candidate stood below the 

floor level e 

     
   

    
II. Gs 5. fiode. 

a. Immersion 

54, te frant that immersion was one of the modes of epnlication. 

fo deny it would involve proof that statements of the Fathers » seeming 

to indicate immersion, are mere accomodations to the popular way oF 

speaking, even as on aspersionist today may use ambipuous terms in referr 

ine to beantinm in a easusl reference ym a sermon on anctl@r matter, 

55e “a deny that this was the only mode, and seek to show that there 

Was anothor. “‘'a proceol first by attacking the nosition of the Immer- 

sicnist. The firat shaft is the archaeologists. To auote Bennett—66-; 

"It is most noteworthy that from the second to the ninth century there 

is found seareely one pictorial representation of baptism by immersion; 

but the sugeestion is almost uniformly either of sprinkling or of nour= | 

ine." Rorors-67- tells of an ivory originally forming part of the 

chair of Saint -iark at Grado, considered to be the werk of the seventh 

contury. It rerresents Anianus with his wife and son being bantized 

by the vangolist: he is on dry pround,thery aro in water ur to the 

breasts in a larree tank. Rogers says this is the earliest ronresentation 

of bantism in whieh submersion could be intended. 

Ropers book is listad ar the bibliogranhies on this bBubject, 

he is considered mere than an amateur in the fipld, yet he says ho peran 

his atudy thinking submersion was at least alloved in the early times;   =67- Rorers,Ch. III, Example 49. Archaeology" ,pe406-407 « _      



  
sun-ort immersion: 1) That the sevon steps describing the denth of 

his 

  

"NE ended it with the conviction that no other method (than effusion) 
ag adonted till the roeneral introduction of infant baptism in the oarly 

middle ares made subrersion possible." -68=. tmndei* the discussion of 

fonts we studied the auestion of dopth and saw them ‘Anadequate for sub- ; 

mersion. On nsra 266 he describes a snoon fron Aeaui TA deting from the — 

fourth or fifth century:'na nude firure stands ina shallow Jarre basin 

(It ie really a large jar); above him appears the dove fron whose beak 

the water descenia: a firure to the left in an exomis Holds a etern 

in the stream ovor the head of the catéchimen, while anotler fiscure 

stanis on the rirht; at the noint of the spoon on the left is a figure 

in a tora standing by a sort of an altar.! Such reproductionsas this 

shor it to he simply impossible that the candidate be submefged. ‘The 

attemt to dany thoir cegencr by declaring art can represent but one 

act, that there was submersion at anotler time is very weakly rroeunded 

and dees not destroy the fact that this act of guiding water over the 

heat in the presence of witnesses was the mein event in the rite. 

56. Rorers says -G9-. the first nositive trace in literature of the   insistance vnon avutmersion is in Canon 11 of the Council of Chelsea 

(@16 A.D.) "Freasbyters alse should Imow how they should minister the 

sacred bantisn, that ther do not @ffuse the sacred water over the heads — 

of the infants, but they are to be submerged (mergantur) in the vater 

(or bath) ." 

57. ‘There are various t ve_ been _v. to 

the font vould male the depth for submersion. In reality these 

seven stens are of the candidates, not of tho font; =3 > 3 

really, there are two structural steps. 2) Paul's speaking of the | 

-GA-. Torers, Preface, P.S. 
=G9=,. Sorers, Ghe III.   
 



a Paul in Acts 9,19 by Ananias, if it were immersion, was cruel te the   
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analogy betveon bantism and burial means a complete covering. Sut 

here the analory is in the structure of the font, not in the waters 

the important thing is the act of going down rather than in what they 

found when they had-descended. Burial in the catacombs at Rome meant 

roing down. ven “here the custom of earth-burial prevailed, the fact 

of casting a handful of earth on a corpse’ constituted a burial as 

Antigon@and Greon. both understocd. Furthermore, Grerfory of Nyssa in 

his Great Catech. XXXV. writes of Christ'n burial and our bavtisms and - 

says, "By having water thrice pourdd over us (en t KE Ope Vos ) we 

enact the saving burial and resurrection which took place on the third 

day." 3. That the word "bantize" can be shown to mean submer ce 318 

unfactnel. 

bd. Pouring. 

58, Simyly shoving that immersion is impossible to maintain is 

not sufficiont. How to establish the view of pouring.   
oa. First in the New Testament. Imagine Peter in Acts 2,41 

bantizing S000, that in a lend where water is scarce; and if there vere 

enourh water, tnere wouldn't be the time in a day nor the strength in 

a ‘nam nor froun of men to immerse this large group. The bantizing of 

stricken Paul: the story seems to infer that bantism tock pnlaco right 

in the house whore he stood. The bantizine of the households of 

Cornelins and the jailer at Fhilippi.cause inmersionists trouble, the 

record relates nothine of them going to a nearby spring or river, this 

is Isaroricss tho simple fact is, they were baptized in their respective   places, whore they were. Finally, there are tlhe instances in which 

Bor /é w cannot mean immersion, wut must mesn sprinkling, washing, 
} i 
] 

pouring= Mark 7,4 speaks of baptizing oneself according to the tradition=— 
  

i 

this was washing oneself; the same place speaks of bantizing beds-- this © 

Was sprinkling. In Iuke 11,58 a reference concerning Christ's 
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"baptizing" himself before breakfast ,shows that it means ceremon Jel 

Washing. 

59. bb. Then in the literature of the carly church. Immersionists 

see that thoir caso is very preatly weakened by the previously discuss= 

ed rite in the Didache which nermits pouring, and that not in a case 

of siclmess. ext Tertullian's passage, "ho will accomodate you, a 

man 80 little to be trusted, with one of water 7" Then the 

fact that Orimen, a Greek acholar, refers to the act of pouring water 

on the wood ordered by Blijah as a baptizing. ‘ie pass over Cyprian!''s 

attitude on baptisma clinicorum. “eside the liter&ture there is at 

least tradition of st. Laurentius of 260 A.D. baptizing one of his 

prison mates. -70=.   60. cc. Finally, the case of the bantisma clinic e« Cyprian 

(Rp. 75 (69) 12-14) argues out this matter of bantizing the sick br 

affusion,-71-, Novatian, Gyprian, end the Synod of Heo-Caesaréa(S14-26) 

opnese or have objections to clinical baptism, not for the reason that   submission vas not possible, but because these sick were motivated 

mostly by foar of death, and furthermore (Cyprian says) they we~e not > 

bantized before the whole church. _ If then these ure the pertinent 

objections arainst the baptisma clinicorum, it becomes evident that 

these oblect#ohs condoned bantism by affusion. This custom must have : 

been used over wide areas, for we find much mention of the desire for | 

sick-bed or death-bed baptism. Constantine we know was bantized by 

sprinkline. lor is it true that those who reéeived the baptism of 

clinics wero withheld from church offices= Eusebius Lib. VI.43 tells of 

Hovatian becoming: a presbyter.=-72=. 

61. My conclusions are that it is more honelesa to deny the arostolic 

and ancient church usare of affusion than of immersion. Zn—e—mere 

=-70=. Rogfers=- Ch. IV. -71-. Schaff-Herzog. Raptism IV.1. 4 
=7B=, Cerfon 116. & P et <4  



  

  
“gourse is, ud natus non fuerit, renasci non potest. 
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In a more practical reflexion, it seems that both sides should realize | 

that we are saved not by a mode of bantiam, but by the act itself. 

This Her Testament sentimont should urge the realization that Rantism 

dees ‘not ret its effectual power fron its ceremonial use, but from 

Matt. 20,19. 

co. Trine. 

62.. . \Ie have discussed this custom in an earl‘er are, it remsins only 

to show that this custom continued: Tertullian writes often aa he vrites 

Gontra Prox. 26, "Non soemel, sed ter, ad singula nomina irjpersonas | 

sineulas tineuirmyr." St. fabeoee » De Sacram. (Lib. 2,can. 7) tells 

vory snecifically of the three interrogations, responses, and then the 

dinpnines. “his custom remained stwpadfast among the orthodox churches 

until after 500; Spain thon used a single dipping to protest arainst the | 

perversions of Arians who used the triple dipping. -¥5-. 

II 6. 4. Subiecte of Bentism. 

65. It is evident that the converts and catechunons vere vantised. 

We have seen that clinics vere baptined. this tonic could lent inte 

vory minute detalls-- Hoefling (I,p. 129) cites Aueustine on the question 

whether children net commletelr bern could be bantized; the answer of 

) 
: z i 

64. We micht say a word about uncertain bantism. The Brovarlu Can 

onum Hipr. ¢.38 (595) says that, if the norson dossn't imow thethe r 

he vas bantised and there are no witnesses to be found,’ he is not bo 

be deprived of the acrament.-74-. Great care waa talen lest the 

Sacrancont bo vi olated by being twice administered to the same person. 

Even today Rome has the cautious formula, "If you are baptized, I do 

not baptize you; if you are not bantized, I baptize you in the nsene etc.’ 
arthecks frneteav Saseea ae Pt gectet, 

-76-. Binghan XI. XI. 8 

-749. Hoofling I, ca 67. 
| 

   



  

“oo < z PET Sa 

5 tnelady = : fe 

65. Ye. will ft here the matter of the lack of baptism. in the 

first nlace rersons unier discipline jbecause of sins in the catechunen- 

ate yweve riven bantism 1f death drew near. The attitude in general 

may be swniarized in "lon absentiq sed contemptio baptismi damat.” 

Ambrose de Obit. Valent. p. 12 (n.51) and Augustine De Bapt. IV.22 
arrea, that the iesire for bantism takes the place of bantism-75-. of    

    
   

children not instructed dying without bantism=-- Gregory: Hazienzen 

(Orat.49) thourht they would neither be florified or punished; Aupustine, 

from his decision on the doctrine of original sin, concluded they must 

fo to hell. -76-. 

* 66. The real ouestion 1s concoeming the bantism of infants. Obvicusl; 

if a frown convert onters the church, there ia a caso of adult osntism. | 

Ve lnov ton, that christians in the early ages deferred nantian in variou 

Cases for varloun reasons. We vish to show thet baptiam is a sacrament 

of initiation for infants. 

an. Ohiactions to infant baptism.   67. “hese vould be brourht out best by ohe co the Bantist faith, 

and so ve borin the study of WeJ. He. Glothlinss "Infant Baptism Histori- 

cally Considered": 1) It is subversive of the voluntary princirle in 

religion, it has caused all the bloodshed in religious wae (p.1é-14). 

2) Imtherans and Gatholics base the practice on the magical refenereting 

pover of the ceremony. (P. 15)s 3) If infants could exercise faith, 

e
y
 

Bantists would bantize everyone that rave satisfactory evidence of tha 

ponseesion of that faith and exnressed a desire for baptian. (FP. 18). 

4) (Gircuncision vas for the Jewish male child, baptism for the rensntai 

and believing humen being.(P.21): 6&)- It is without Scriptural warrant- 

Jesus baptized not, and the Anostles even hindered the children, hence | 

ther did not baptize them; there were no infants in the households 

-75-. Smith & Cheethan "Catechumen." : 
-76-. Ringham X. II. 24
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‘baptized because acts. of adults are astribed to the households, such as 

believing, ministoring, and spenking with tonguesy and Lydia most likely,        

   
       

    

a) had no husband. (P. 35-38). 6) Literature in the second century 

describes ritunls impossible of application to children-=- that the. bactis 
zai 

jy 

wore to have fear in thoir hearts, were to fast, to saok remiesion of 
. : ee nl ee 

sins past, to colebrato the Lord's Supner thereafter. Irenaeus’. ciotation 

is declared irCaflequate (P.57). 7) In the third century psedo-ban= 

tists cuote men who ask questions on the matter or such as are mistelken — 

in other points. 8) Augustine was the first advocate of infant baptism, ; 

the:sh previously it was condoned. 

This book which promises a discussion of the matter ! historically 

considered! , in reolity,treats the subject Bantist- axeretically, for 

his asmmption throurhout is that we teach an impossible magic con- 

cerning bartism as the vater of regeneration. He first shoves the : 

discussion out of the Wet. by claiming that infant bantism can he found 

there by pnaedo-bantists only by inference. So the clash shifts ‘to the 

fround of historr, but once there, he brings this hiastorr arain into   
the 1.",. and to his mannor of understanding it. He males the auestion 

once more,one to be decided by the dopmaticians in the New Tostament= 

namely, does the “ible say children can believe. A discussion of 

dommatics is bevond the scone of this paner=- ve can only noint to 

Prany Pieper's "Christliche Dogmatik" Vol. III, pe 297-540, and to such 

pansnres referring to bantism as = Acts 22,16, "be baptized and vash 

avery thr sins": Acts 2,58 , "be baptized... for the remission of sites 

Eph. 5,26, "that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the Vord."; I Pet. 3,21, "The like figure vhereunto Baptism 

doth also now save us"; Gal. 5,26-27, "For ye are all:the sons of God 

by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many o? you as have been epee unto: 

Christ havo put on Christ." ‘These passares Aescribe a saving prover to 

baptism, and mention no exception as to infants. |



  

bb. Vindication of Infant Baptism. 

68. The danger of adult baptism. To say that infant baptism sub- 

verts the voluntary principle, isa likewise to say the same of the 

divinely ordained circumcision in the 0.T. If coming to baptism is a 

voluntary act on the part of an individual, then his teachers are 

Polagians. Of course, tho fact that a man in the Widdle Ages was piven 
the altornative of being baptized or being killed,was not due to in- 

fant bantism,bnt:to other forces which were active then; the same al- 

ternative in not thrust forward by modern paedo-bantists. 

finti-naede-bantists have been the cause of the subversion of the 

doctrine of heredsQgry fuilt and original sin; this is the verdict of 

history, ani is Bly natural. Again they have barred salvation to 

millions who died hefere adolescence; they have refused to many the 

early church connection that is possible, and have failed to use the 

salutary custom of spiritual sponsors. 

69. Rartian 1s a Gacrament. As such it has power which is not   restricted to finite means nor to methods which man can comprehend. If 

God. creates fnith in a man whe is able and does resist, undoubtedly more   
than en infant can, then God can create faith also in infants. ‘Je can- 

not understand hor a person who dies in his sleep has faith, yet Wo 

affirms he haz ite 

The purpvose of God's prace in the Sacrament is to brine to faith. 
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If children have orifinal sin,as the Bible plainly tells us, either they 

are saved without faith or baptism is the ordained means to bring them 

_ to such faith-- and this a sacrament can do, for a sacrament has its ] 

nover not in our faith, but in God's promise. 

70. Infants can beliove. We see this from the passage Matt. 18,6, — 

"one of these 11ittle ones which believe on me.", compare also such as 

Matt. 18,203; 21,16: Ps. 8,12. In Luke 18,17 Jesus tells His hearers 

i sy 
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that they must have the: faith of a ontza ( Ac ®4H-¥/9 to enter the 
kingfiom of God. Lorionslly ) it follows that,if adults have the power 
to’ bolieve(as Pantists aver),and this power is not created onk some given 

    

   

   

  

day, then this vower exists, undeveloped , 1t may be true, but: never- 
theless exists in infants. Baptists must deny children can believe, end. 

mist deny that they rain salvation by faith. Ge 2 Faw 1S “ae cP pos) 

Tle Parallel with circumcision. Baptism and circumcision are : 

parallels in the 1.7. and 0... In Col. 2,2 #9 the "circumcision made 

without hands" is baptism; both were the means of entering into the 

covenant relation with Ged. It can be shown that circumcision was more 

than merely a national custom, it was a spiritual custom- Rom2,25 says 

| that their circumcision profiteths Paul tells that to Jews, fer from 

their national boundarton} in Hom. 4,11 the sien of cirecuncision is 

désirnatod as a seal of tho righteousness of faith.! Circuncisicn wes   
- Odministerad br lav on the eighth day, by exception also later,— but 

the fact that there are minor differences in the customs does not destro 

the narallelism which the N.7. asserts. Wow this old custom suggests 

infancy, early infanoy, for baptism. If both were means of entering 

the covenant relation with God, then the H.T. mist not be made more | 

  

restrictive an aro than the 0.7. This analogy between the tuo is 

maintained by many of the Ghurch Fathers=-=- we quote Cynrian and Grorory | 

Yazionzun in a later Sararraph. ( No. 75877). 

“e must call attention to another Jewish custom, namely the Jevish 

‘proselyte bantism which was administered to hoth adults and infants. i 

~77=.-78-,, this tends to uphold our view. 

726 Proof_in Serinture. It is unfair to object that baptism of 

) infants is Teun onlr by inference. It is a fundamental ler of lofic 

that doduetions drawn from # valid premises are valid. If ue deny this | 

-77-. Smith & Gheetham=- Art. Bantism 99. 
-78-, Tastines Encyclopedia. Art. Baptisteries.    
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Jay in church 11fo, then ve must condemn all preaching which is God's 

"onl only by inference and also many other-church practices. ‘he passage 

vhich we describe as ,"Jesus Blessing Little Children," proves far ; 
more than that the disciples hindered the children from coming to Christ, 

      
   

for it is this passage in which Christ says, "Little onetwhich believe — 

in fle. Concerning -tho bantian of households, it is unvarrantod to 

presume that Lydia was wmaerried,and that thefe were no children Anker 

housshold- thin is pure conjecture. As for the other examples; then 

“the Bible aneals of the households as "believing", it is berring the 

miastion to presume it as nroof that there were no children. lWurther= 

more, in order to prove that I Cor. 16,15,telling that the household 

of: Stephanas havo adloted themselves to the service of the saints, shows 

thet there were no infants there, it is necessary to affirm that this 

statetont could not be true if infants were there. 

75. Proof from second century. These we heve enumerated in 

varartaph 20 of this naver. The forGe of these quotations is attacked 

by these metheds; thoy show that other authors of tho seme period, or 

even these sane outhors ascribe to the ceremony of bantism, thinge chich. 

are impossible for infantes one of these is "believing," tha onronents 

say children cannot believe therefore the descrintion of the ceremony 

excludes thens others ef those are "fasting" or "renentine of sins 

past” ote., tle may admit that the author in that instance is truly 

speaking about baptism which is concerned with adults, but then he dces 

not deny infant bantiamy or he ney be spealing of the ceremony, also 

unen infants, nut mentions the most conmonly observed practices, for 

while the church was still intensely missionary, certainly adult 

bantiems nredominated. 

74. Proofs from Tertullian to Aupustine. Tertullien we are told 
opnoses infant baptism; that is true, but fives a false impression.
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Tertullian's opposition provas that it was n prevalent custon, end shovs| 

that ha did not onnosa Lt on the frounds of @xeresis or history, but | 

rather becausa he considered 1t inexpedient -f0-.-81-. We mist remember 

that Tertullian TH almost a mystic, laying much stress on holiness; 

later he becane the famous Montanist.-82-. In De Baptismo Gap. 18 he 
says ,that'the delayinr of bantism is advantareous for everyone, especial~    

  

ly for children; early baptism brings the sponsors (sponsores) .into un= 

necessary danger; let them come to Christ when they can learn about hin; 

also unmarried porsons should wait until they have rassed the daoRee of : 

temptation. ! Caput 15 shows that he believed in bantism as necessary f 

' for salvation, he even assented to lay bantisms, so 1t becomes evident 

that 12 tho necessity arose, children too should bo baptised. It is 

not true, that he considered children as not needing .baptism because they 

vere sinless, his expression "innocens aetas" means innocent in the   
san. way as te enll them innocent. 

75. Cycrion, the nupil of Tertullian, differed from his predecessor! 

in Africa 3; he urites in his letter to Fidum ( Ep. 59 or 64) that he 

ana sixty-six (66) bishops in Council were of the_opinion that bantism 

should not be put off till the bighth day like circumcision, "It is 

our unanimous opinion that divine conmmassién and grace is to be denied 

76. Origen, living at the beginning of the third century, wrote 

( In Levit. Hom. 8) , "I hear David sey*ne- I was horn,etc.=-showine that) 

1 

| 

to no ono.” ) 

every soul that is born in the flesh 1s polluted with the filth of sin 

ani iniaultrs and therefcre it was said as ve mentioned above, none is 

clean from the rollutién of the world, not if his life was of one dey. 

) 1 
-B0-.Schaff Herzog Enoyc. Baptism. IV.2 
-81-. Sshaff “History C.C. p. 405. 
-82-. Aug. Neander History of the Shristian Ghurch Vol Ix De ‘525-50. 
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Besides these things, ‘it is possible to inouire, why the baptism of the 

Church, which is riven for remission of sins, is by the custom of the 

Church (secundim ecol. observantiam) given to infants (parvulis) also." 

In his beck "on Romans” Lib. V. 9 he calls infant baptism an apostolic 
t tradition,-85-., this is a very important matter coming from such a 

scholar as Orifon, he writes: "The church has received the tradition 

fron the anostlos,to rive bantiam to little children." ‘This person aaa 

himself bantized in his infancy. 

r 77. Gregory of Nazianzum (520-70 A.D.) in Oratio 40 De Bantisno, 

says that children should be bantized in infancy if there is danger of 

death "for 1t is bet'er that they should be sanctified without their 

orn sense of it, than that they should die unsealed and uninitiated. 

4x) the rrovunds for this is circumeision=--. As for others I give   my opinion thet they should stay for three years or thereaboute-." =84-. 

78. Other early testimony of infant baptism is siven in Gerfen 

| Bantizein (np. 41): Hippolytus (258 A.D.) 3 Mani the Persian 4.276:   Apostolic Constitutions VI, 53 Synod of Ulvira ( Snain=- 305 A.D.) in “ 

Ganon 22: those testimonies, tco, are early and from many different places. 

Finally, in the catacombs there seemto be names of infants who vere 

bantized during the third and fourth century. -85-. 

79. “'e needn't auote Augustine and the later writers » for even 

lie Glothlin says Augustine was the first advocate of infant baptism, 

and that after him it became a prevalent perversion(?.64ff), but there 

is additional testimony in Chrysostom ,the Greek Father (Hom. 21. 3ph.8,4 

Hom. 8. Eph. 4,1; liom. 40. on Genes.)-86-; also in St. Ambrose (lyster. 
Pascha. can. 5.)-86—. | 

-85-. Schaff- Herzog Ency. Art. Gan. Ile 
=64-. Bingham XIe IV. 15. / -85-. Gerfen, PP. 116. 
=86-,. Gerfen P. 45 & 48.



     

    

  

‘holding ruch the same faith as the orthodox-- ther vere trinitarians. 

See ee 
| Cochrane ica eew 

T 6. 5. The Minister of Baptism. | 

80. Because of tho imrortance attached to thie ceremohy it was the 

bishor himself who rresided=- Cf. Tertullian, De Bapt. C.175 Apost. 

Constitu. III. cep. 11. (bishop and presbyter to baptize, the deacons 

   

     

  

to be attendant upon them); Council of Illiberis (515) Canon 77 (if a 

deacon bantize anyone without either bishop or presbyter, the sacrament _ 

muat be completed aftervards by the benediction of the bishop).-87-. | 

el. Ley baptism waa not considered contrary to Christian principles, 

though contrary to ecclesiastical order, cf. Tertullian, De Bantisno 

17 & 18: and Augustine, in Epistola 228 puno allowed laymen to baptize 

in: the absence of a cleric.=-88=. This would ordinarily admit to women 

this privilere, but Tertullian strenuously forbids them but hig Was 

not the usual attitude. 

a2, hat if a heretic bantized, was that baptism valid ? Thies eussti 

came up in connection with the Donatist Controversy in the Third Centufy.) 

It mst be recalled that the heretics in this case were schismatics 

§Stenhan, bishon ofRome (254-57), quearreled with parties who refused to 

recornize the bantism of the heretics, he said that the sacrament main- 

tained its pover; Rome admitted conforming schismatics without dis- 

tinguishing where they had been baptized. Firmilian of Caesarea ob= 1 

jected to this view of Stephan, he whote to Cyprian about it. Cynrian | 

wrote a letter to Jubianus explaining the tie onposing views, and in=- i 

‘sigtec that the nover of loosinr had been riven to Feter , ana that hence 

the pover of salvation: reméined only in the true church. These letters | 

| 
are Evistélae Sypriani, 735, 7 & 21 (-72),and 74,5 (-75). 

=87-. Smith @ Cheetham Mantism 77 
-88-,. Schaff- INerzoxm nov. Raptism IITI.4.    
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The Council of Arles in 314 had held thet those bantiszed with the 

  

trinitarian formule were to be received with the mere imposition or 

hands. Other litorature rejects heretic baptism.-89-. “ut the Council | 

of Wicea in 525 agreed with Rome, later Augustine in Contra Donatistas 

Iv; 17 ( sec. 24) says) there is a common bantiam, because the Gosvel is 

common to us both, althourch their error differs from our faith? =90-. 

II G. G. Sponsors. 

AS. After 180 A.D. Tertullian is, of course, the first to mention 

snonsors. he makes statements against this institution , claimine that 

sponsors aro subject to needless danger in answering the baptismal 

intorrorations ( De Bant. 18), and that they answer more than the Lord 

commended ( De Gor. Mik. G. 5). But he does show it to be an estab- 

lished custom os ve have said in paragraph No. 19. 

Originally there was but one sponsor and the Gounoll of Nicea 

that a male is to present the male, and a women the (Gan. 2°) decided | 

rirl. 

Ry Acrustine!s time nerents were the usual’ snoneors ( Ep.235 Vo 

Bonifaca), after that there were two or more. The references to varentse 

or master of slaves as sponsors, have been the cause of, false supnosi- 

tion that sronsors were to adont the children in Se same way. 

Archasolorical proof of sponsors come from the scenes in th ich, 

hesides the bantizer and the baptized ; there may be two otter nersons—- 

such ia on the anoon from Acuileis dating from the fourth or fifth 

century e =-91— 2 : i 

84, “he duties of the sponsors were first, to make the responses, as 

we have seen from Tertullian, also Augustine En. 9&,6, and to mate the 

-profession.-92-. They were also'to sea ito it that the children ver2 

-°9-, Hoefling Vol. I. 62, Comite, Teonium, 166 AD. 
=90=. Arer np. 449. : -91-. =orers P. 266. 
=99., Sohaff—-terzor, 4rt. Rantiam TIL, 7. ps
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instructed, Augustine says, Sermo. 215 (216), "Concerning. the children 

which you have brought to baptism, you are the hostages be*ore God, and 

are resnonsible to instruct and reprove them no less than your own 

children, that they live chaste and upright and regular lives.” -93-. 

II D. The Rantisnnl Ceremony. 

5. After the previous discussion of the institutions connected with 

bantism, we nva nov reedy to discuss the coremony and need not include 

ref-rences to the facts which have been considered previously. 

1. The rite as found at verious places. 

a. In the East-- in general less primitive and less Aposolic 

than in the “ost. 
ZR ofl 

8G. Samaria= here Justin Martyr was born ca 100 A.D. anf diedglss. 

We have discussed, sinple rite recorded by him an paragraph 15. 

‘Africa. Yertmlian lived in Carthage, his years were 150-250 A.D. 
The following is the rite we find: 1. Invocation and consecration of 

water, 2. Double remunciation of the devil. 5S. Trine  inmersion. 

4. Gonfossicn of faith. 5. Anointing and crossing. 6. Imposition of 

hanis. ". “ivine of milk anf honeys 8. Eucharish. (Gf. Tertul. 

Te Corona III: Ne Resurrec. Can. VIII ; De Bant. Cap. IV). 

Syria- wion Cyril lived in Jerusalem (315-85 A.D.) and wrote his 

Five tirstagoric Catecheses. 

Zi 19 
A. In the 7e@oav tov they assembled on the Eve of Easter. 

=95~. Hee {limq Vol.10 ) pr2at- 
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a. ‘Facing the ‘iest they renounced Satan, and b. faced the East ‘| 

exclaiming I believe in tho Fathor (eis rov ), nd in the Son, and | 

in the Hol; Ghost, and in one baptism of ropentanco. . 

3. In the towreeoy of/Kev -a. consecration of the oil; 

b. unclothine nnd unction from head to foot; co. prayer of thenksriving 

and blessing of water-94-. (Hof mentioned by cyril); da. bentism in ~ 

the three-fold name; e. bléssing of the bals@m-94-.; f. clothed in white; 

f. imposition of hands and unction on the forehead, the ears, the nostrd! d 

  

—
 and the breast whereby the spirit was sanctified by the Holy Ghosts; 

he Lerd'!s Praver: 1. vrarer of newly bantized-94-. 

C. The sane svoning all partook of the Dord's Sunper. 

He is renormed for his vork én, byzantine Liturgy. Vie cuoted his vork 

De Snir. Sance in Sec. II. 1.2. He mentions : A. Blessing of the   vater, of the chrism, and of the person bantized. B. The anointing 

of of1; G. Rantism three times; D. Renunciation of Satan ( this last 

act is unfionhtedlr out of its chronological place: tho rite is in- 

completely desecrihed, for he mentions only such things as were handed 

down br the secrot tradition of the Yathers.). 

Eeyot from the Prayer Book of Bishop Herapion of Thinnis- ca 550. 

“Jlessine of the water, prayer for the catechumenate; renunciation, prayer; 

  

anointine , confession of faith, prayer: rresentation of the candidate 

br the deacon to “he bishop, prayer, bantism, imposition of hands with 

prayer: consecration of chrisnm, anointing with it. -95-. 

=". b. In the test. 

97. Rone; little 1s morn about the carly liturry, we can only infer | 

it from th: later developed rituals: A. In the vestibule:l. Last 

serutinies, ineluding renunciation, and confession. 38. Peonle and 

clorrey fo to the bantistoerr, singing liteny. 1. Yater is blessed. 

a
 

=O2.,. iota--not mentioned by Cyril. 
—_ =§5-. Sehaff Herzor Art. Baptism III '
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   2. "Symbol" 1s recited in the form of three cuestions and answers. 

     

  

   

    

  

    

5. Rantism, 4. Anointing with chrism on back. C. Procession roves 

to consi pnator4um-- here the cross by the bishop and the imposition 

of hens. D. Another Litany leads to the eucharist celebration. (Only 

C end D seen to be innovations from the proven practices of the 

middle of the fourth century.) 

Willen, north Italy, wheres Aabroso lived and wrote De iivateriis, he 

lived 540-587. Ae In tho Anteroom- ermbolical orening of ears, and 

wiction on earn and nose. 3B. In the Bantistery proner--l. Ponmneiation. 

2. *troePesaion of faith br candidate stedping in the vater--one Ipmersi. pe 

follovine each ansver. %. Unction off the head. 4. Footwashing. 5.Cio0t 

ine in white forments, imposition of the hand. 6. She Eucharist.-96-. 

Spain at the Synol of Braga in 561 made the Roman rite binding, 

it vas undoubtedly intreduced previously. 

Gaul- (ca 180). A. Exorcising and crossing with chrism of vater   
before candidates arrived. Be In Anteroom=- renunciation. GC. In 

Raptistorr. 1. ‘Threo-fold_ interrogation and inmersion, 2. Confirmation 

by bishop. 3. Footwuashing. 4. Clothing in white. -97-. 

2. 4n Jdeal Geremony. 

2 

ee. a. Preparatory=- perhaps on iaundy Thursday or thereabouts, the 

satinfactorily traine? competentes became the group of "electi," ther 

were then to fast on Friday, come to the church on Saturday morning for ©   
the final oexemination. Usually Raptism took place that same evening. 

=-98-. The church service was one especially solemn, lighted candles 

fave a solemity and significance to the following ceremonies. If the   
bantistory was separated from the church, there was a procession thru 

) the city to it. 

=96-. Schaff- Herzog Art. Raptism III. - 
=07-. Smith @: Cheetham Art. Baptism Sec. 26. ; 
=98-, Enycl. of Rel. & Wthics- Hastings-- Art. Catechunen.
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h. In the Vastilule or west nart of the place of Gantisn. 

89. ™he candidates turned to the Weat which was considered the place | 

of darlmoss an‘ the realm of Satan, and made a dramatic renunciation 

of "Satan and his works, and his pomp, and his service, and his angels, 

and his inventions and all things that belong to hin, or that are sub- 

ject to hin."-99-. ny these things renounced,vere meant the circuses, 

the plays, the theater, heathen customs,etc. -100-. 

Then ther turned to the East-- for Gonesis says the Lord set the 

Garden of Ilen in the East.-100-. ‘They vowed a covenant with Christ, 

saying Luvratt opal Cot Xeiore etc. -10le. In the western 

churehen this nart was the intarrogatio Ge Fidei. 

G. Tha Gerenony Proper. 

99. fertan ,raras 97-106 fivos the Roman Ritual reconstructed br 

JeASeGastoranis. The Golasian Sacranentarium which is no: considered” 

to date from the century after Pore Gelasius I., d.490, is much giver 

in the Godex Liturgicus Assemanis: 1t would be valuable for a study of 

the more strictly liturgical acts of the centuries immediately past   
550 A.D. 

91. The anointing with of] was to prepare the candidete, as it were, 

for the wrestling with Satan; this ceremony is late in its orifin, not i 

mentioned until 3 Gyril and the Apostolic Constitutions (Lib.VII.42)~.- 

the author here distinguishes: 1) mystical oi1 (ehacov j= scnintater-|   ed before bantian, by bishop, presbyter, or doacons, over the vhole 

bedy. 2) mrstical chrism ( po eev)=- administered after bantism, only 

by bishon, and used by signing (Cf. Lib VII.17)=-102-. / 

Hoeflinr (Vol.I)Sec. 76) says,that this anointing before baptism | 

was not practiced until the fourth century in the occidental church, 

-00-. Apost. Gonst. Lib. 7. 41. =100=. Cyril Hys. Cat. I. 

-101-. Anostolic Const. VII. 41. #-102-. Bing. XI;IX; 2 & 5. a 
 



  

  

    

then it was usually by crossiny: on the breast and on the shoulders. 

92, Consocration of watar-- while the deacon was atiministering the 

unction, the “ishon consecrated the water by an invocation, and by 

nouring chrism on the water in the sign of a cross. Tertullian says 

(De Rant. Iv) "The waters are made sacraments of sanctification by 

the invocation of God." It is referred to by Cyprian and the Gouncil 

of Carthare. In some localities this act preceded the anointing. 

95. By way of prenaration for the application of water, we believe 

the candidate was. connletely unrobad. This is inferred from passages 

in thrysostom ( Hom. 6 on Coloss.) saying men were as naked as Adem 

in Paradise, in Ambrose ( Sermo 20) saying men were as neled as ther 

were at birth; Grril ( lve. Gat. IZ) -103-e104-. Gyril ehovs the sane 
arranrenent to npnly to womon.in his Let*er to Innocent ( “p. 1), there 

he says, that his enemies had come into the baptistery, and frirhtened 

the vomen "that they fled avay naked, and could not stay in their “= 

flircht to mt on such clothes as the modesty of their sex required."=105- 

This , oF course,vas no occasion for any indecency-106- , the men 

could be banrtized, either before, or in a different place from the women 

™he deaconesses were in charge and in attendance upon the vomen. The | 

pistures on the stones from this are agfree,that the nerson being bap- 

tized was naked). Of course , exceptions to this rule may be found, 

and some writers-prefer to think thet the candidate retained a light 

covering over the body. | 

94, Trine imnersion was the prevalent custom: trine alvars, immersion   with such excentions as we have shown in paragrarhs 5S8-GO. “hen ; 

immersion vas practiced, it is thought that 1t was done by the caniidate| 

bending his Imees, and bending his body forward-- we found no proof for | 

| 
| 

-105-.Smith & Cheetham Baptism 42 -104-. Rogers p.352 f. 
=~105=. Binge XI XI 2 =106-. Bing. IT, XXII.8 ; 

this assumption. Later rituals describe infants as being imuersed, we
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“may aaaume that this was taken from earlier customs. When sprinkling | 
vas nracticed the water was poured from a potera, or the head was 

fuided into a stream of water flowing from some ornamented spout or 

  

figure head; this was a derivation from the fountains in the Roman 

baths.-107-. 

‘ 95. The formula- Cyprian in Epis. 63 ad {juba] discusses the form 

of bantizin¢g in "tho name of Jesus Ghrist™ and savas this forrmmie hed 

; been used in the case of Jews,for whom it was only necessary that they 

accent Christ, St. Ambrose ( Be Spirit. Sancto Lib. I. Cap. 11] agrees 

with him-108-. Tertullian says that by this short formula in the N.T., 

"in noming Christi tres persones intelliguntur." Augustine affirms 

that it is easier to find heretics who reiect baptiam altogether than 

to find any, who friving baptism, use any other then the generally f 

receivad formia ( De Rant. IV. 25). In the eat the administrant said |   
""eo bantizo te eta.", in the fast the nerson of the administrant was 

/ ~ Z 

surnggod by using flanti feta & Séiva ) and the name was added. 

96. After the first aprlication of vater tho candidate was asked, 

"Nost thou bolieve in God the Father, etc.?", and he r eavonded, "6redo"s 

after the second dinning he was asked, "Dost thou believe in Jesus 

Christ His only Son, etc. 7", he responded ,"@redo" and the same 

efter the third dipping and the third article. 

The Lord's Praver was withheld in some places in the East, put the 

practice seemed to be general to have the bantized recite it, as we 

learn from passages such as: "As soon as he rises out of the water, he   says, Our Father which art in heaven, etc."-109-10-ll-. 

97. Tertullian describes tho concluding ceremonies even to the i 

Bucharist thus ( In‘De Resurrec. Cap. 8): "The flesh is washed, that 

the soul may be cleansed: the flesh is anointed that the soul mey be | 
cousdeveted , the Glesh 18 siqued, thet lhe s0oevl may be | 
-107-. Roger p.274. -108-. Smith * Gheetham antism 50 
=108-. Anost. Const. VII. 41. =110- ae t 2 50 

=ll-. 34neham XTTT. VTT. 2. Shrysea. Hom.6 in Golos.  
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may be 11Juminated by the spirit; the flesh is fed by the nade ‘and ‘plow hed 

of Christ, that the soul may receive nourishment or fatness from fed." 

“l12-. Soe thon after the inmersion there folloved tha onointinr of the. 

head vith oi] _(tnestr tur) vith the accompanying act of crossing, which 

by now ve have noted to be used on three other occasions; nanelr, : 

aimission of candidate to the catechumenate, in connection with the 

Passing throurch the stares of the catechunenata, at. the unction before 

hantisn.=<L13=. In Jerusalem the chrism vas blessed as an act by it- 

self, anil then the unruent was put on the forehesd, ears, nostrils and 

breast. 

98, he white rarnents-114- were given to the nevly baptized aftor 

She confirmation in the Greak Church, Cyril srealca of the rarments 

as having the unction-115-.3 in the Latin Church ther vere riven hefore 

tha unction. (ifilon). The alb was the bodr garmont, the enrisriale 

he hemi-roar-116-. “he alb vas to remind them of their covenant and 

the'r duty, 1t is supposed thet they wore them for elrht dayg and 

then trensured them among mementos; Constantine is said to have died in 

his. 

99,  Imposttion of hands- Tertullian connected 1t immediately vith 

bantism. Later it became an act complete in itself consisting of the 

blessing of the chr:sm, the unction, the sign of the cross, inposition 

of hands,and prayer. ‘Tho Council of Carthage ( Gyprian Ep. 72 ad. Sterhar, 

called it a sacrament! ( in the meaning of a sacraviental) and found it ! 

expedient to state that "41t 1s not sufficient for mon to be refenarated 

only br Linposition of hands, but they ought to ba born arain by doth 

sneranents (1.6. washing and imposition) in the Catholic Ciara aelas 

-112- Ring e XI IX. 6. -113-. Ibidem. 

-114-, Bing. XII. IV. 1-5. . -115=-. Myata .C %. ae 
-116-. Smith & Cheatham Bapt. 50 e y . ay 
=117=, Binge. XIZT. I-III    
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100. It is from this ceremony that wo pet our custom of confirma- 

  

tion, »nd tho Romanists thelr sacrament of cénfirmation. To-day, 

Romanists ,too,adnit thet the custom 1s not crounded in the I.T., but 

in the are of Tertullian and Origen ( Levit. Hon. 9). 

101. Giving of milk and honey in a mixture was the last ceremony; 

  

it is mentioned by Tertullian and Ulemant of Alexandria, Faeilag.I.6. 

This is the custom which has been mistaizon for the Eucherist because 

Glenent enlied it the mystery of the infants. “hoe sipnificance vas 

that of recotvrine spiritual foods; it undoubted]: ori¢inated from the 

vord of Paul,” As new-born babes desire the sincere milk of the ‘/ord." 

102. Various local and later ceremonies vere : standing before the 
% 

altar with tapers buming (Gregory Mazienzum Orat. De Ban. 40); kiss of 

neace riven to nevly baptized- Cynrian complained against it; foot-   
washine , which is of late origin. 

a. “he Gonmnion. 

103. This vas the foal tcvard which the catechumens had pressed. 

How, after, the ceremony of bantism there folloved the “ucharist-- all 

bantized ware admitted to the Sacronent. ‘his may seen surprising, 

but there ara the statements of Cyprian ( De Lansis n. 1258152) telling, 

Pirst, hovr infants accused their lapsed parents “neither did we run of 

ovr own accord from the bread and the cup of the Lord to run to heathen 

contarions," and then,of an infant who was taken by its nurse to the 

idol. sacrifice, and when the mother brought the child to the Eucharist, | 

it vomited un the winee The Apostolic Constitutions VIII. 12 & 15 firet   
urfres "mothers to come to the Zucharist and bring their children with 

them," and then describes the order in which they shall communicate: 

"bishons, presbyters, deacons, sub-deacons, readers, singers, ascetics: | 

amone the women the deaconesses, virgins, widows; after that the 
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ghildren, and then nll the peonle in their order." Augustine aprroves 

of it often as in “up. 233 De Peccator. Hert. Lib. I-20; En. 106 

ad Goniface, etc. ‘Iie contemporary Fone Innocent seems to keve tho 

game oninion ( Innoc. En. 95 inter Bp. Augustini) ,for he argues for 

the necessity of bantizing infants from the nesessity of their eating 

the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of man. This custom can 

be shown to have persisted at least to the eignth century in the 

Poman Church.=-118-. in the Greel: Church the custom vas more nersistent 

and exists evon at the time of Bingham.-1198-. 

@. Conclusion. 

104. There was left but one more step in the progress of the 

Catechumen, and then all that remained was a vivid recollection of the 

momentous chanre through which he had gone. It was the custom, especial 

  

during the week after the ceremony. The meaning of the varicus stens 

over which he had passed were explained to him.-119-. On the Sunday 

after the \eek in Albis he tock his place in the congregation as a full= 

Pledeed member. 

  

-118-. Bingham XV. IV.7. 
-119-. Cyril, Mystagogic Catecheses. 

a


	Baptismal Customs in the Early Church up to 350 A.D.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627567289.pdf.ShMAA

