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Concordia, 
Theological Monthly 

VOL III AUGUST, 1932 No. 8 

The Religion of Ancient Egypt.1> 
From Claulcal BourceL 

Paul generally summarizes the world of men about him as Jews 
and Greeks, the lotter being more comprehensive to him than to us 
in our outlook upon the ancient world. Paul also often usea the 
Jewish term .,,i 10 .. ,,, tho notions, which the Authorized Version 
renders Gentiles (ns Rom. 2, 14; I like Luther's Heiden better) and 
which comprehended all non-Jews. One fundamental observation 
must be mado nt tho beginning of this CBBay. The "religions" of the 
Greeks and Romnne na well na of the Egyptians are, if not immoral, 
at least non-moral; they appeal scnrcely at all to tho conaoienco; 
they endow tho mythological figments and fictions called gods and 
eoddcuca with no moral excellence, no spiritual and soul-dominating 
power. A aimplo pnrnblo of Joaua tho Obrist or Hie Beatitudes nfford 
more to tho soul of man thon tho Olympian stories from Homer down 
or the stato religion of tho Tibor city, which nacribed to Jupiter 
Capitolinua their world-empire. At tho outset of this study we must 
hold fast to this important foct, that Egypt up to the time of St. Poul 
bad four periods, or eras, of rule, or government. First, the native, 
or independent. Manetbo (at the time of the earlier Ptolemies), 
an Egyptian priest, assumed some thirty "dynasties'' before the Per
sians came. Somo of these, na G. Ro.wlinson observes,2) must have 
been contemporary with one another. Thus, too, in their final esti
mates eminent Egyptologiata like Lenormont, Brugach, Bunsen, Wil-

1) When I wrote my 2'caeit11oni1&m. A.nitnae ( 1901-1008), I limited 
my outlook to Greek■ and Romana, bringing out with aiDeereat efl'ort all 
the ■plrltual 

element. traceable 
in every pbue of their culture and religion. 

I did not touch the moat ancient of the hi■torleal empires of the pre
Chri1tian world, Egypt. So in a way the pre■ent atud7 la a poataeript 
or epilog of my 2'eaeimoniv• A.11i111Ge. 

2) Bwto,.,, of A.tlCint B91~1, chap. XII. 
30 
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1588 The Rellglcm of .A.naleut Jrapt. 

kimon, differ. The capitala changed: Thebea, Saia, Baum, 11111 
others. The monuments gin nothing of the earlielt three~ 

of llanetho; again, there are none of the kinp from the Nftllllth to 
the tenth dynaatiee. l£anetho has not even given their DUD& The 
aame ia true of the fourteenth cbnaaty. But aureb' reliable hilfmJ 
of Egypt antedates b7 a thouaand :,eara that of Greece and Bamt.. 
The Jaat king of free :Egypt ia cal]ed Ama1i1 b7 llerodotuL Than, 
from 628 to 830 B. 0., fo11owed tho reign of tho Peniana. The 
Pto]emiea, with AJozandria aa their capita], ruled from 398 B. O. to 
80 B. 0., when Egypt waa made a Roman province. 

Horodotua deacribes :Egypt under the Peraian rule in hia aeomul 
book and Strabo, about 21 A. D., under the Roman; howe,er, their 
deacription of Egyptian religion differ■ but little. Plutarch'• 81111' 
on Iaia and 01iri1 ia that of a PJatonic philosopher. We allo hml 
notes by Seneca and Tacitus. One may center everything about the 
Nile, a Nile country, living by the Nile, and ao tho religion JIIQ' be 
fair]y caUed a Nile religion. The sweeping condemnation of plllD 
moraJe by St. Pnul may be fairly applied to Egypt. I quote from 
St. Pau], Rom. 1, 22 ff.: ''Profesaing themselves to be wiae, the;, be
came fools [the priests in Egypt credited the myth■] and chaDpd 
the glory of tho incorruptible God (ToiJ d,pOdeTov Droll) into an image 
made like to corruptib]e· man and to birds and four-footed beuta [the 
Apia] and creeping thinp [the Asp]. For this cause God pn them 
up to viJo affections (,rrit'hJ clr1µ/a,); for oven their women did chanp 
the natural use into that which is against nature; and likewise allo 
tho men, Jeaving the natural use of tho woman, burned in their 
lust ono toward another: men with men working that which ii 1111· 

aoemly and receiving in themselves that recompense of iheir error 
which wne meet." And 2 Pet. 1, 16: ''For wo have not followed C'IIII· 

ningly devised fables (01ooq,1oµbo1, µvOoi,) when we made known to 
:,ou tho power and coming of our Lord J esue Christ, but were -.,. 
witnesses (i,rcS:na,) of Hie majesty." The religions of the pqan world 
were almost altogether concemed with material things and proe
perity.3) The Egyptian priests were actually a c]aaa, or cut.e, 'fir
tuaU:, controUing everything, from birth to mummification, and thClr 
lived from the taxes from peasants and tradesmen. · 

We know now that the Nile comes from the two lakes in Central 
Africa, the Victoria Nyanza and Albert Nyanza, exp]ored bJ' Speb 

and b7 Grant in the earlier sixties of the nineteenth centUJ'1. From 
Ethiopia, or Abyeainia, the Nile virtually receives nothing. 

Herodotus traversed :Egypt from the :Mediterranean to Elephm· 
tine and Syene, where the sun at noon comes down perpendicuJar)y 

3) Bence the ever-growing wonhlp of l!'ortuna In Rome or near Boml, 
u at Praenede ("drawing Iota"). 
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The BelJaiaa of Analent ircn,t. 

ad the mn-dial (gnofflOft.) ia ah1deJ- The Greek tra'Yeler IOught 
information from the prieata tmD7Where. Of coune he often a
pr-1 hia doubt. Continual~ he ■trove to find Greek equiftlent■ 
for the F.ui,tian gods: Thoth wu Hermes; Iaia, Athena; Amman, 
?.ea■, and ■o on. The article on. Egypt in the Jut Bncyelopstlia 
BrilaanicG (1920) was written by Dr. H. R.H. Hall, "Keeper of 
:EnPtian and Assyrian Antiquities in the British lluaeum." I now 
tnnaoribe from p. 61: "The beliefs of the Egyptians with iegard to 
death were hopelessly confused, like thoao of most other peoples." 
"The whole idea of a tomb seems originally to have been due simply 
to the puaionate desire to deny tho existence of death. '0 yo living 
on earth who have life and hate death/ begins the invocation to the 
li•ing often inscribed on the tomb." "Them there wa■ the idea that 
the dead lived with tho gods, especially thoao of the underworld, and 

accompanied Khentamentin (Osiri■) on his nightly round of hia 
zealm IUI tho dead Sun.'' Osiris as judge of the dead had forty-two 
"uaeuon.'' 

I must not entirely omit Israel in Egypt and llo■ca, the leader. 
llimy ancient writers simply said tho Jews were Egyptians, as did 
A.pion of Alexandria., o. Greek scholar in the time of Caligula,4) 
87-41 

A. 
D. Apion also operated with the chronology of Manotho. 

Strabo, di1cu99ing the Jews, says (p. 760): "For a certain Moses, one 
of the '.Egyptian priests holding o. portion of Lower Egypt, withdrew 
thither [to Palestine], displeased with existing conditiona, and many 
moved out with him, honoring tho Deity (~o 1'•lo•). For he said and 
taught that tho Egyptians woro not rightly minded in likening God 
to wild beasts and cnttle, nor tho Libyans, and perhaps (761) not even 
the Greeks in giving humnn form" (to tho gods); and Strabo adda 
hi■ 

deeper 
conviction: "For thie alone is God which embraces us all 

and land and soa, what we call heaven and univeno and the nature of 
esistence.'' And so Moses rejected all cult figures. At this point we 
may aptly cite Ex. 20, 4: "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
imago or any likeness that is in heaven above or that is in the earth 
beneath or that is in the water under tl1e earth.'' (In certain nomes 
of Fcn,t tho fish oxyrhynchus (aharp snout) and tho crocodile were 
wonbiped.) V. 8: ''Yo shall not mako with lie gods of silver, neither 
shall yo moko unto you altars of gold.'' (Of. chap. 22, 20.) Further on 
(p. 824) Strabo saye that tho Jews expose no infants, that they prao
tiae circumcision, and that ancestrally they are Egyptians. 

Going forward now to the chief subject of thia study, I notice 
that G. RawliDBOn in Vol. I begins his survey of the gods with Ammon 
(Am-n), Kneph (at Elephantine), ''the bteath of life," Khem, the 
generative power of nature, worahiped with gross indecency, com-

•> Cf. Joaeph111, Co11tn1 A11io11H1, I, 12. 
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parable with the Priapua of the Greeb. The -.oat wu muearatal 
to him with unspeakable forma of 'fileneu. (ll.erodoml, IJ. ta: 
Strabo, 809 - consult a Greek lexicon •· 11. pcallk.) Ba wu won1dlllll 
oapecially at Ohemmi (Panopolia). Phtah wu iclentuled by die 
Greeb with Hephaiatoa, the god of fire, often 119p1wnted with die 
head of a hawk, especially wonhiped at llemphia. Iamblichm called 
him a general Creator. 

But before I go on, it may be best to speak of the aacrecl animalal) 
enumerated by Herodotua (II, 05-76), who keenly diaapproffd it all. 
The keepers were called guardiana; if women, nuraea. In the ault 
the 

worshipers 
shaved th01D88lvea vary closely. Capital punithment 

wu inflicted on any one who killed a 811Crcd animal knowing]J. In 
the cnao of tho ibis or tho hawk, however, even unvoluntar7 killins 
wu 

punished 
with death. H o. cat died, tho dwollera in that home 

aho.ved their eyebrows. In Bubaatia such o. cat was aolemn1,J em· 
balmed. Tho dogs in every town were entombed in ucred cheltl, or 

coffine, 
becauso 

they were ucred to tho god Anubie, who had a dos'• 
head. Similarly the ichnoumona were buried. Tho hawks and Wei· 
mice wore conveyed to the t.own of But.o, tho ibis to the t.own of Thoth 
(Hermes). Tho position of tho crocodile was peculiar. They were 
sacred in some nomes, but not in others. At Thebe■ and I..lre 
lroeria they were especially honored. Somo were adomed with ,old 
and precious at.ones in their ears and were abundantly fed. {:MIDJ 
mummies of embalmed crocodiles have been found in the limeatcme 
mountains opposite Monfalut, according t.o Wilkinaon.) In the 
aouth, at Elephantine, however, they woro killed and eaten by the 
inhabitants. Tho hippopotamus wna 811crcd only in the nome of 
Papremia. The legend of tho phoenix has often been t.old. Herodotu■ 
ao.w it only in painting. 

I will hero make a digreaaion, mentioning an incident in the life 
of Vespasian, not long before the destruction of Jerusalem, 70 A.D., 
related by Tacitus (Hialoriae, IV, 81), when Vespo.aian. was at Ales· 
andria, waiting for the monsoon winds. A blind man knelt down 
before him, 911ying that he had been urged by a monition of the god 
Serapia (Osiris), "whom that nation," says Tacitue, "deYoted to 
superstitions, worshiped above all others," and prayed the emperor to 
moisten hie chin and eyes with spittle. Vcspnsinn, after much COD• 

■ultation. with physician.a, did what the sufferer rcque■ted, and he 
wu healed. V esposian. then began t.o believe in tho Fcn>tim god. 
The moat famous san.ctuary was at the weatem mouth of the lfi]e, 
Kanoboa. In Seneca's time the cult of Isis and 01iri1 had been Ions 
e■tabliahed at Rome; "the lnmentation. of Isis aeekiDg her~ hu■-

&) The ucred animala, aa711 Brupch, had the epithet "the nmilld 
delt,'' and were coulclered & Tlalhle manifutatlon of the l&IIIL 
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hand and the joy of the finding celobrat.ed by the faithful" (Seneca, 
'l'ro,tA., 815, ed. Haue) with long-established rites.II) 

Let us hear Stmbo on the Serapeion (tho temple of Sen.pis) at 
the Oanopic l£outh. In his time, that of .Augustus and Tiberius 
(p. 795), it acomed to be neglected, because the now aanctuari• built 
in honor of .Augustus's victory over Antony (81 B. 0.) were now in 
the forefront of governmental attention - "ancient thinp have been 
neglected." Romo liad no interest in glorifying tho ancient dynasties. 

The pyramids, temples, obelisks, were really tombs of the E~ 
tian kings, and when one ponders their tremendous size, the work 
of millions of men, whom it often took decades to complete it, then 
one realizes that, apart from the ruling castes of pri•ta and soldiers, 
the bulk of tho Egyptian people were no better than serfs. But there 
WU one mighty monument of the past, described very accurately by 
both Herodotus (ll, 148) and Strabo (811), which we may well in
corporate in this study. According to Lepaiua only m881C!8 of dibria 
and a few columna l'elDain. It wns not far from Lake l[oeria, near 
the ao-callcd town of tho crocodiles, called by tho Egyptians Sobek
Shel. It was tho labyrinth. Tho Hera temple of Samoa, Herodotus 
aaya, or the Artemisium at Ephesus did not reach the stupendous 
proportions of the Egyptian edifice. This labyrinth, ho claimed; even 
oscelled tho pyramids. It was 11. place for national gatherings of 
priests and pricatcaaca from nll tho nomcs of Egypt, for sacrifices and 
tho giving of verdicts in litigation. There were twelve courts, or 
halls, with pillars confronting one another, six towards the north and 
aix towards tho south, all surrounded by one outer wall, and some of 
the chambers were underground, aomo above, 3,000 in all. Herodo
tus passed through the upper ones. There were caskets there of the 
kings (mummies) who built the labyrinth, also mummies of sacred 
crocodiles. The turns and curves were very intricate 118 one paued 
into the courts from tlie chambers. Hieroglyphs were sculptured on 
tho walls. At one comer there was a pyramid of 24.0 cubits. 

In timo tho worship of Isis nod Sempis accma to have outlived 
the rest, and under the Antonincs (about 150 A. D.) Pauaaniu found 
auch temples in Greece proper. Thus at Corinth, on the way to 
Acrocorinth, ho saw one sanctuary of the "Egyptian" Isis and two 
of Serapis, one of which was called tho "Oanopie" Serapis (Pauaaniaa, 
ll, 4. 6.) In Phocis, forty stadia (five miles) from Tithorea, he saw 

8) Tacitua, An11alu, XV, 44: «Bed, per 1'rbc:M etia-. fUO C:UIICltG _. 
dicJH atrocia aid pvdeiau t'Olljlu1111t ccldra11turtue.'' The 11&11111 hlat.orlan 
on the cllll'erence between the Egyptiana and Jews, llid., V, &: 11'dafl 
•rate eolo 1'ftlllflfH 1111mea i,delligunt; profano•, qui lfn• illUlflaa 
•ortam,11• moteriu i11 -,,~ llo•inua ef/i1111111t; n•-• iU11cl et 

Htfll"llua ••• iwlitabil• 11que i11tcrit11n1•; ifit11r 11uHo n111ulcoro t1rf>i
bH ni•, ned11a ffllflplu 

m1111t. 
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1588 The Bellglcm ol ADclent Jrapt. 

an ad:,ton (forbidden abrine) of his, "the molt ucred of all tut 
have been built h7 Greeks for the F,uptian god.de&" ~ thca 
were permitted to enter the ~n whom Iaia henelf in-rited thrcnlp 
a dream. There were two great public feetinla (--,ru~) far Iafa 
at Tithorea, in spring and in autumn. Swine and goata weze •· 
eluded from the aacrificea. (Paua., X, 82. 14.) Tho tean of Iaia made 
tho Nile riac. It meant death for ony ono not initiated to enter 
tho odyton. 

In the temple of Dionyaoa at Corinth there wu aho a calt figure 
of Iaia which only the priests were allowed to unveil. (Pa'IIUDiu, 
II, 18. 7.) At Athens there was a templo of Serapia, eatabliahed h7 
a Ptolemy. PoUBaDiu adds: "The most famous one is at AleuDdria, 
tho most ancient at llemphia, which not oven the priests ma,1 enter 

before they bury tho Apia." (I, 18. 4.) In Corinth the Dl1fflC Nnice 
wu 

performed 
in a temple built for Isis nnd Serapia. Demeter wu 

identified with Iaia. (II, 34. 10.) Pnusnnins saw shrinee aleo in 
Locednemon. cm. 14. 5; 22, 9.) 

I now come to tho most importont part of my preecmt nud7, 
11iz., the long euay by Plutarch of Chaeronea. (He lim about 
50-120 A. D., first at home, went to Romo in middle life, and wu 

greatly honored by Emperor Hodrion.) This is the essay entitled 
Do Iaido et Orirido. We must not forgot tl1at Plutarch WU a Pla
tonist and always endeavored to interpret n higher, spiritual meanins 
into tho paganism by which he wns surrounded. 

This monograph is dedicated to a lady Klon, who was a belimir 
in Iaia. It is an elaborate essay of eighty chapters and might be 
entitled "Tho Theology of a Greek Thinker after Ohriat." 

God (-io 1',ro,,) is not rich through silver ond gold nor ltrmlS 
through thunder and lightning, but through knowledge and imipt 
(ch.1). Typhon is tho enemy of truo knowledge. The Iaiac beliaTffl 
are buried with a speciol garment (3). Tho priests wore linen and 

ahaved closely because tho pure must not be touched by the impure, 
something that woolen garments involve. Flu: grows from the im• 
mortal earth (4). The priests must not cot mutton, but mull llffD 

avoid salt during tho time when they sorvo. Tho Apia mull not drink 
Nile water because it fattens (5). No wino is to be UBed in the 
worship of tho BUD (Rn) when the BUD looks down on hi■ prieatL The 
kinga drank a little, being priests, from Psnmmetichua on (8). The 
prieeta never touch fish. On the first day of the eighth month all the 
F.at>tiana eat fried fish before their homca. Tho prieata burn mhs. 
but do not eat them for a mystic reason of thoir secret religion ('I), 
ne onion the priests do not eat bec4UBO it ripens in the deeliniuc 
moon, nor do they eat pork because Typhon at full moon diaclmred 
the ~ of Osiris in a casket (8). Tho kinga were appointed or 
choaen from the ranks of priests or soldiera. If from the latter, the 
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new kbig at once waa ranged with the prieeta and their philoeop~. 
which WU ftl'7 obecure and full of myatery, u the;y thamaelTea •is
nffled by placing epbinzea before the temple■• The ■anatua17 of Im 
(Demeter) at Saia once bad tbi1 imaription: "I am all that baa been 
and i1 and will be, and no mortal baa lifted ~ robe.'' Thero were 
nriou1 explanation■ of the name Amun, or Ammon, a concealed 
divinity, Plutarch suggest■ (9). Among Greek viaiton to :Esn>t, 
Plutarch mention■ Solon, Thales, Plato, and eapeciaJb' Pytbagoraa, 
who waa fond of giving a myatic garb to bi■ doctrines; often hi■ 
uyinga reaemblo Egyptian hieroglyphic■• So the monad i1 called 
Apollo, the dyad (2) Artemi1, tho bobdomad ('1) Athena, the firat 
cube 

Poaeidon. 
At Thebes there were figures of judges without band■, 

~ that Juatico cannot be bribed. Tho beetle (acarc&bcuua) on 
aeal-riqa of warriors 1ignified bravery; the;y held that there were 
no female •carc&baei (10). When Egypt repreaent~ Hermes a■ a dog, 
they meant that Hermes waa watchful and 1leepleu, determining 
friend and foo by inaigbt. So tho prieat called the Persian King 
Och111 (Artazer.r:ea,m, 1) Knife bccauae ho 1lew the Apia and feaated 

on hi■ meat (11). Tho five days added to the 860 of the twelve month■ 
were 

connected 
with tho following: On the firat one of the five 01iri1 

waa born, on the second Arucria (Apollo), on tho third Typhon, tear
ing through tho womb, on tho fourth Iaia, on the fifth Nephtbya 
(Aphrodite). The third waa held to be an evil day, - no courts, etc., 
-a diea nofaatm. Osiris wedded Iaia (12). Now, Oairia was king 
of :Egypt and brought civilization, Iowa, crops, and religion. The 
Greeks identified him with Dionysos. Typhon then made a plot, 
aided by ■evcnty-two fellow-conspirators, and by Aso, queen of 
Ethiopia. He built a fine chest (lcieraE), measured to fit the aize of 
Oairi1, induced Osiris to lie down in it, fastened down the lid with 
ltrong bolts, and poured molten lead int-0 it, put the cheat on the 
Nile, where by the Tani tic mouth it wa1 carried into the ■ea -
which mouth baa 1ince become odious to the F,gyptian1, an abomina
tion - on the 17th day of the month Atbyr, when the aun pa8ll88 

through tho Scorpion, when Osiris had ruled or lived, twent;y-eight 
:rear■ (13). Iaia now cut off one of her locks and assumed a garb 
of mourning, whore now ia the town J{opto. In her wanderings ahe 
■ought tho cheat. Tho god Anubis guarded her; hence the divine 
honor ahown to doge. IDtimately Iaia became wet nurse to a queen'• 
infant near Bybloa (lG). But t.o shorten tho story: the cheat was 
found, but Typhon broke the body of Oairi1 into fourteen part& 
Iaia ■ailed in a boat of papyrus, aeeking them; hence the many burial
placee of Oairia in Egypt. But Iaia failed to find the gentitala of 
Oairia, and ao ■he made a wooden phalloa (18). Then Horo1, the 
■on of Osiri1 and Iaia, brought Oairia up from Hadea. Then followed 
a desperate conteat between Horoa and the wicked Typhon, which 
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llon,a won. But Iaia let Typhon go, and lloroa, &J1817, tole till 
royal adornment from hi■ mother'■ head. But llarmel put a aon 
head in the place. lloroa wu declared a legitimate am by the P1-. 
and ho defeated Typhon in two further con.teats (19). 

Theae, Plutarch IIQII, are the main points of the conteR-DWQ' 
diaguating feature■, he admit■• Typhon ia aatanic, but he paid till 
penalty. The patience ond ailence of Isia in her long 111ferinp 
ahould bo a conaolation to all auiferera. She and Oairia ruled the de
parted apirita, 118 do Pluto and Persephone in the Greek lepnda (l'l). 
(Plutarch did not know tho etymology of Scrapia; Bawlimon P"' it 
118 A.air-Apia.) Wo now come nearer to the aubatance of the at.ory. 
Greok thinkora auggested thia aolution : Oairis waa the Nile, Im 

was tho land of Egypt, the ■oil, she uniting with the Nile. Typhon 
Wl18 the sea, into which tho Nile flows, thus diuppearing. The .,n 
of Egypt, receiving tlie rising Nile, is fertilized b7 the atream (81). 
We need not dwell on Greek parallels, of which Plutarch cite■ many. 
Hot wind■ from Ethiopia. fnvor Typhon; they cause drought (89). -
In a way Plutarch was a pantheist; ho soys: "The geneais and 
comPosition of this world is from opPosito forces, not indeed of 
equal strength; but Power is with tho better. Still it ia impoujble 
that the evil element should perish utterly, sinco it abounds in the 
body and alao in tho soul of the universe, always maintaining a oon• 
teat against the bettor. Now, in the soul, mind, and reason tbs leader 
and master of all the best is Osiris, and on tho earth, in wind an.cl 
water, in heaven and the star■, thnt whiel1 is nrrnnged and eatablilhed 
and wholesome in senaons and temperatures and periods is an efllu
onco nnd apparent imngo of Osiris. But Typhon is the paaaionate and 
irrational element of tho body, the element bringing on diaeuea" (49). 
They 

call 
on sun nnd moon in their hymns of Osiris; they call cm 

him who is concealed in the arms of the sun. At the winter .,Iatiee 
the.:, carry tho cow around the temple; tho chnnge of the sun (after 
December 21) is called tho searching for Osiris. Some identify O1iril 
with the sun and Isis with the moon; tho images of Iaia have the 
horns of the crescent. In chap. 53 Plutarch reaumea his Platonic 
interpretation, which we may fairly put naide 01 well u varioua efif· 

mologies, quite UDPoBBible on tho face of them. Evcrything, we 
repeat, revolved oround the Nile, Buto, }[omphis; and ■till Plutarch 

rejocta the purely physical explanations (66) and calls thia material 
view supcratition (67). Thon the festivals-where the avera,o par
ticipant■, while proclaiming silence, utter ond think of the gods the 
moat evil-aounding things (sci luo111'1l·"Ssara) (68). In a wq Plutarch 
himeolf condemns the actual religiosity of the paganiam around him. 
He 

aaya 
people call the processes of growth and harveata directly goda 

inatead of phenomena of nature. Ho alao quote■ Xenophanel of 
Xolophon, who said that the :Egyptians, if they belined in goda, 
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lhou1d not mourn them, and if thoy mourned them, they llhould not 
acmaicler them goda; and it 'WU ridiculous a1ao to pra;r while mourn.
inc that the crops ahould again produce and complete themaelvea iu 
order that they might again be conaumed and mourned for ('10). 
In the nm chapter Plutarch touches upon a matter for which Chris
tian ecbolan must be grateful to him; ho condemna it that the 
Greeb call the bronzen, painted, and marble works and cult figurea 
<•J'dJ,,a,•) which they worahipod goda and that they dare to 11&7 that 
"I.acbnrea stripped Athena," that "Dionyaos cut off the golden locks 
of Apollo," and that Jupiter Oapitolinus was burned down and de-
1tro1ed in the civil war." Without being aware of it. they bring in 
and accept wrong opiniona aaaociated with tho names, and that. 11&78 
Plutarch, is what happened to tho F.gyptiana in connection with tho 
beuta they venerated. "Tho average Egn,tiana cultivate tho animals 
themaelvea and treat tbcm DB gods.'' Tho moral results and inB.uencoa 
on tho minds of tho :Egyptians muat be bad, tho keener thinkers 
among them becoming atheists ('11). He goes on analyzing and 

condemning the worabip of the animala. He was not quite Platonic 
in this condcmnntion. His idea is that, when the souls of men have 
left the bodies, "they witnCSB, without satiety the beauty not utterablo 
for men" ('18). 

Now York, N. Y. _________ E.G. S1HLER. 

G!treitet bie lJer,olfunlJ ,,11r11ol nidjt mit GJottel 
OJeredjtigf 

eit 
unb 0Jn11be? 

Alat unb beutlidj ljat @ott in f eine111 !Bott geoffenflatt, bat fein 
gutcr gniibiget ~eilJmille ane !Dlenfdjen umfafst; bafs QJott feinm 

!Jlenf djen bon bomljerein aut cluioen llerbammnil fleftimmt unb aul,. 
erf eljen ljcwe. !Bit hJeif en nut ljin auf bie flefanntcn <SteIIen 1 :tim. 
2, 4: .Glott luiII, bafs aIIen !Jlenfdjen geljolfen tuerbe unb aut & .. 
!enntnil bet !Baljrljeit !ommcn"; 2 iett. 8, 9: ,,(Iott hJiII nidjt, ba~ 

jemanb bedoren tuerbe, f onbem bafs fidj jebermann aut iBufse !efare. • 
<!ije man bie .i!eljre bon eine111 elDigen 18erluerfunglbcfrd all &ifllif cfi 
&eaeidjnen !iinnte, milfjte in bicfen <SdjriftfteIIen bal getabe QJegmtett 

geleljrt tuerben. G.lott milfste gef agt ljafJen: QJott tuiII nidjt, bat, aIIen 
!Jlenfdjcn gefaolfen IDerbe. ,cttul milfste gefdjrieflen ljafJen: QJott tDilI, 

bafs jemanb berioren tuetbe unb bafs nidjt iebermann fie\) aut IBul,e 
!e~re. !Solange cwet bief e <Si,tildje in QJottel !Bott ftefaen, fa f olange 

bet <!lb gilt, ben <Bott f djon im fflten ~eftament gefdjtuoren Jaat: ,.So 
tDafat all idj lefJe, fi,ridjt bet ~<!tt ~err, ic\) faafle !rinen QJefaIIm am 
~obc bel QJottTofen, fonbern bafs fidj bet QSottlofe &efdjte bon fdnem 

IBefm unb lefle", ~efcf. 33, 11, f o Iange ift audj bie .ee~tc, bafs (Iott 
bon <!tuig!eit fJefdjioff 

en ljafle, octuiff e !Renf djen 
au bertDetfen, unb bat 

bief eJ IBettuerfunolbdrct bie llrfadje bet IBerftodung irgenbeinel .!Wen,. 

9

Sihler: The Religion of Ancient Egypt

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1932


	The Religion of Ancient Egypt
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645456041.pdf.cJ2Sa

