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I. PREPARING THE VAY

It is perhaps significant that the parish of Pastor William Loehe in Neuen-
dettel=nu, ~Germany;vwas dedicated to S-int Nicholas of liyra. Tradition of the
Church honors! him as n benefactor of the poor and a guardisn of children. And
here in this quiet little village Loehe was¥5 carve for himselt a prominent niche
in Imtheran history ss he emulated the good saint with works of spiritual mercy
toward his "Pfarreskinder™ in America.

The pastor or Nemnendettelsaun, a powerful preacher and an intensely spiriEPa11y_
minded man, would, ol course, win the lasting gratitude of the nutheraQQ‘g;:;;:ggr
hig f'earless testimony to the truth in a day of rationalism, tor his institutions
of mercy and zenl in the Csuse. But most of all his heartfelt sympathy went toward
the missionary efforts of his homeland. Shortly after he had entered his pastor-
ate August 1, 1837, the eyes of the mission-minded begsn to turn toward America.
There, too, Loehe directed his attention.

Up to this time Luthersn eftorts in therfew-born nation had been largely con=
fined to the Eastern shores. Such established church bodies as the Gemeral Synod,
énd thé Pennsylvenia ilinisterium were scarcely able to care for their owngéver-
increasing numbers. As immigration moved westward, the native-born hard-working
missionaries could not keep pace. Many new settlers in the llid-West were therefore .
left without spiritual ministration or were forced into sectarian folds., It was
only natural that the stranded church-folk of the frontiers sent up frantic pleas
for pastors. And their cries for help found strbnq}hrtienlation in the voice of
Friedrich Konrad Dietrich Wyneken. A highly educated and sincerely Lutheran man,
he had heard of the great spiritual destitution of American Lutherans already in
Germany. A deeply-felt Gospel consciousness impelled him to go to their aid. It
was while jourqe¥igg tﬂz;gh northern Indiana and Michigan as a missionary of the
qupsylganggféfiggﬁyﬂht he began to realize the tremendous need of the people.

Burning with conviction he penned a stirring appeal to the Lutheran Church
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at home. In Stsden a missioﬁary society took it up and issued "An Appesl for Aid
for the German Protestant Church in Horth America.” It contained Wyneken'ia?oqfray-
al of the unsvirituality he found in the cities and the godlessness among thé
scattered settlers. The numberg of these "heathen" was growing rapidly year atter
year, The need for pastors was igperative, and to Germany went the call,"Help,

in the name of Jesus Christ, help!"™

Loehe wes at = conference in Erlangen when he read the "Appeal". Its message
struck a rezpnsive chord in his heart. Throush the editions of 1841 of the Noerd-
lingen "So:ntagsblatt™, edited by his friend Pastg;f%ucherer. Loehe gave the
"Appeal”™ wide publicity under the heading "Eine Ansprache an die Leser". With
striking rhetorie he entreated his readers "for Jesus' sake, take hold, organize
epeedily, do not waste time in consmltations! Hasten, hasten! The salvation of
immortsl souls is at stake¥ A tangible response came forth at once. Loehe reports:
"On th;t nppenl there were so many gifts sent in, partly to me, partly to the
editor of the "Sonntagsblatt", that we soon had gathered a sum of 600 gulden.”
Soon solved was the problém:of the funds employment. The activity of a newly-org-
anized "Society for North America™ in Dresden interested Loehe and Wucherer; "for,™
says Loehe," we had no deusire towsrd an independent etrfort." T:us was the rounda-
tion of a grest missionary endeavour laid,

The next step was to prepare men, One Adam Ernst, a cobbler's apprentice of
aﬁttingen, had read the "Appeal” and offered his services. The Dresden Society
sent him to Neuendettelsau for training under Pastor Loehe., "Thus," remarkdd the
latter, "compelled from without, we did that which we had, not intended to do.™
Another volunteer, laborer George Burger of Nordiingen. also enrolled as a pros-
pective schoolteacher in the United States. Loehe in a letter to a Hannover fiiend
called them "two particles of salt for a crumbhof flod for several messengers of
faith in North America.”™ {Eichner, p.61).

By 1842 Loehe coneidered his pupils ready for practical experience. Embark-
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ing August 5 at Bremen, the two emissaries arrived in New York September 25.
"That was the beginning of the American mission, which since then has won such
an unexpected expnnsion and has had such a blessed result. At the arrival of the
emisgsaries of Loehe a hundred yeﬁrs had passed sihce the "Patriarch of the Luth-
eran Church in North America"™, Heinrich Melchior ngﬁlenberg. had set foot on
Americen soil." (Deinzer, III,4-6). Directed to the Ohio Synod's center, Columbus,
they journeyed across the country. At first they had intended to serve as schoil
teachers. But the need for pastors was so much greater, that first Burger, then
Ernést, studied theology at the Columbus Seminary.

lleanwhile support of Loehe's movement gained momentum in Germany. In the

summer- of 1842 Wyneken returned for:his heslth and srounsed still more enthusiasm,

Loeche himself, together with Vuaherer, began the publication of a monthly paper
entitled "Kirchliche liitteilungen, aus und ue.er Nord Amerika" As the aditors
stated on the title page of the inithal issue (1843), "these pamphlets give in-
formation concerning the situation of the German Lutheran Church in North America,
ag well as concerning the support and improvement »f the same SQZm the fatherland."
Their purpose was "to arouse active interest in the spiritually helpless and
abandoned position of our brethren on the other side of the sea." Through-this
publication, which had a circulation of about 7800 people, he kept his supporters
informed on the progress of the work and incidentally bequeathed in it an excell-
ent account of his American Imtheran work. It served as a rallying center for his
loose organization, which included Dr.L.,A.Petri and Provincial Counsellor Karl
von laltzan among its ever-increasing numbers,

When Loehe saw that pastors, not teachers, were the prime necessity, he un-—
dertook the prepatathion of men for the ministry. By 1B44 he had made 8 preachers
ready in his own ho:e, and they were straightway sent to America as "Nothelfer™.
Baumgart and Dr.Sihler arrived in 1843. A year later Pastor Hattstaedt, Teacher

Schuster, and Colporteur Zwerner followed; the same fall, Saupert entered the
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Columbus Seminary, while Dr,Hunger and Candidate Schmidt joined the other
Loehe men in the field. Others sent in 1245 were Craemer, Romanowski, Lochner,
Detzer, and Trautmann. Most of the men at once allied themselves with the
<hio Synod, whose seminary Loehe helped with contributions and books. The

way Was now cleared for the next gtep.

II,THE FIRST SETTLEMENT

Prevaration

also
As a mission-minded man Loehe was interestedhin the spiritual condision

of the predecessors to the American citizens - the Indians. Becoming acquainted
with NMissionary F.Schmidt of Washienaw @ounty, WMichigan, through correspond-

ence, he printed a report of the latter's activities among the Wwedmen in his

Kirchliche Mitteilungen" of 1843,n0.6. He agreed with the conclusion reached

by the "Kirchenzeitung™ of Pittsburgh (1842,16) that not only Chrisztian love
but Christian duty obligated the settlers to supply those, whom they had sup-
Planted:with the Gospel. From this time on frequent articles appeared in his
paper on the Indians, as he sought to arouse his constituents to action in this
field also, The hope was expressed in a letter of £ friend printed in the
"litteilungen” of 1844 (no.1),that both inner end outer mission work could be
correspondent

acconmlished in America., "Would it not be possible,"comments Loehégn“for the
Luthersn Church of Germany to turn a part of its strengfh and antivi;y to the
heathen of thelWest?" He depicted them as a noble, strong, gifted race, a
little stubborn and emotionless,but very much mistreated by the Europeans.
Christianity was the only means by which they could be elevated from barbarfsm.
Since their natural habitat seemdd to center especially in Michigan and Indiana,
perhans an i&inn mission school could be attached to the Columbus Seminary.
Thus the candidates, some of whom might even be Indians, would be acquainted
with lndian customs and language.

All of this made Loehe thoughtful. To him, however, a separate seminary
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seemdd best, although the Columbus students could also be instructed for

Indian work. "It is snd remains the best policy," he concluded, ™when the
mission sctivity can be performed out of the midst of established congrezations,
Such congregations are then mission colonies."” Herein lay the germ of a
developing idea. He needed more information on the possibilities of extended
Indian mission work first. Therefore he instructed his "Sendlinge" who em-
barked in Bremen June 18,1844 , P ,George ~=nd W.Hattstaedt, to report on the
nroject.

Although Liichigan was at first not in Loehe's mind as a possible locale
for his work, Hattstaedt accepted a call to lionroe, liichigan, because that
congregation cauld:get LE':E""%?Bm fhe hard-pressed Columbus Seminary,K After
establishing himself here, helsurveyed the territory. Under Pastor Schmidt
the Ilichigan Synod had organized as a confessional group and was already
spisoring the work of liissionary Auch among the Indians. This was pleasant
news to Loehe, who was encouraged at home,too, by the evident attention
the Dresden Society members were directing towards this mission effort. e
wrote Pastor Schmidt at Ann Arbor offering his full support. With much en-
thusiasm Schmidt replied in a letter of March 6, 1845: "With thanks to our
Lord we nccept your brotherly hands, dear brethren, snd as brethren in Christ
we extend ours across the sea to you. Joined in one faith, active in one love,
acknowledging and holding fast one truth - we make théssacred matters of
Jesus' mission among the Indians our common affair or- conscience and hénor.
lisy the heavenly iigh Priest Himself add salt and fire to our sacririce.”
{Mayer, D.10).

Steadily, ever more clearly, Loehe's plan evolved, Already in his rirst
volume of the "Mitteilungen" (1843,10) he intimated the nature of his scheme.
As he later said, "The greatest misfortune of our German brethren in the

faith in America is their separation and scattered condition in all possible
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regions and places". (K.i.1847,5). His dream now was to have Lutheran emigrants
go in grouns snd settle on land which he would buy in large smounts and resell
to them at the lowest possible rate. A little later he thought thatJ instead of
a special Indisn mission, it would be best "if the mission could be exerted

out of the midst of established congregations" (K.li.1844,1). Therefore he con-
ceived the idea "to found a mission colony among or in the neighborhood of
Indian tribes, at which the heathen could see Christian living, while the
Christian faith was preached to them" (From a resumeé in K.1.1848,p.83). Strict-
ly speaking, the idea was not new. Afmissionary in India had written to his
supporters in Germany, asking if such an arrangement could not be made to aid
his work. lioreover, a wealthy Roman Catholic In linryland had recently bought

58,000 scres of land which he intended to resell in lots to incoming German

Catholics, (X.Ii. 1845,1). Nevertheless, the plan was an ingenious one and
avparently the best way to deal with the mission problem. The liichigan pastors
agreed. In s letter of 1844 Pastor Schmidt reported that the conference which
met at Hattstaedt's conzregation would welcome such a colony and would seek
a suitable site. Bince there were few Indians left in sotthern lfichigan, it
was decided that a survey trip should be made through the region in which.
Auch was working. "Such a colony of believing souls can become a good salt
auong the Indians,"” Schmidt added. He stressed the necessity of a xnowledge
of English on the part of the colony pastor,becanse the Indians could only
be anproached through English-speaking Indians or interpreters. (X.l.1845,5).
In the first issue of thAe 1845 edition, Loehe's "Mitteilungen™ was able
to state: "In the whole past year no single report has come over here from
the other side which conld have discouraged us, even if we had been of small
heart. On the contrary, what we have wished over here...that the next letter
at all times already assured us. Our few hand?fulSof noble seed have borne

swift fruit in the sowing of the virgin forests on the other side,"” The inner
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mission work in America was enjoying evident success. Energy could now be
exertedfg‘r{:‘he "outer mission" »project. At last in the "llitteilungen™ of
1845,5 he announced the actual fulfilment of his plan. "On April 20 a little
group of Franconian country-folk embarked from Bremerhaven on the ship
Caroline under Capt. Volkmann for America, with the intention of settling as
a mission colony among the Indians of Horth America.”
Emigration

A propitious turn of events was eventuelly responsible for thia/éulm:lna-
tion of Lohe's patient efforts. Lorenz Loesel, young servant if the Loehe
household, cenverted by his master's ministrations, was moved by the frequentl,-
€xpressed hopes for a missionary colony in America. Talking over the matter
with friends, he found a large number were rendy to make the sacrifices necs
essary to begin such a settlement. lost of the volunteers were country-folk
or laborers from Rosstall and Altmuhlthal, whom Loehe had known for years.

"No earthly necessity forces them out of the fatherland, to which they would
much rather cling with true love," he said (K.M.I‘B45..5). "They have here al-
together enough, a part have a rich prosperity. Throughout, nothing promnts
them but the thought — at once humble and sublime = of founding a starting
point (Ausgangspunkt) and an entering plsce (Eingapgspunkt) for the heathen
mission in the wilderness of the new world.”

To head the expedition Loehe chose his man wisely and well. He was a
middle-aged candidaté of philosophy (NOTE ONE) named Friederich August Craemer,
whom Loehe called "an able man who had become wise through study and fierce
battles of life™ (K.M.1845,5). Born May 26,1812 at Klelnlangheim in Unter-
franken, he had studied theology in Erlangen (1830-1832). As a member of the
Patriotic Student:s*®z Society he was sentenced to imprisonment following the
Frankfort Insurrection of 1833, but was proven innocent in 1839. Having studied

01d and Modern Greek, Ancient and Medieval German, French, and English, he was
PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO,
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gelected by England's Lord and Lady Lovelace as a family tutor.Although he
began a promizing career as an instructor of German at Oxford Uiniversity, he
gevered his connection with the school because of the activity of the Tract-
Arians, In 1844 he was attracted to Nenendettelsan and inirigued with the
jdea of working in the American mission field. Loehelatifirst thought of send-
ing him to become a professor at the Columbus Seminary (Letter to Ermst,Sept.

6,1844), but he then realized that in Craemer he had the ideal head for his

a sincere. and self-sacrificing Christian, Crzemer displayed all of those
qualities necessary to meke him a leader of the Church.

During the winter of 1844-1845 the 1little group of prospective colonists
assembled each Saturday and Sunday in Neuendettelsau to discuss the estab-
lishment of the mission, the Church's doctrines, and liturgical forms. In
these meetings they drew up and studied 83 paragraphs of "Church Ordinances
of the German Lutheran Mission Congregation of Frankenmuth". Although there
were rules included which later proved unfeasible, e.g. that the congregation
of Frankenmuth {"the courage of the Frankonians", thei~ adopted name for their
congregation) should at the same time be a political commnity; everyone who
conld not be a member of the church would have to withdraw from the territory;
still the group always maintained its essential prindiples. Two statements wers
stressed: that the congregation Held "without reservation to all the confessioi-
al writings of the Lutheran Church in the Book of C:ncord of 1580", and that
its pastor and teachers would have to abide by the same "not only‘qugtenns'but
quia™, according to their inmost convietions. (Mayer,p.15.16). It is notwworthy
that these statements were evidently written invo the paragraphs with the
full knowledge and consgent of the group's guiding asdviser, Loehe. Strangely
enough, it was the congregation that would abide by them elght years later

and the adviser who would depmrttfrem them widely.
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After the colonists had thus established themselves as a mission congre-
gation, they extended a formal call to Candidate Craemer. He, together with
four other graduates Bf Loehe's "training school", i.e, Edward Romanowski,
Friedrich Lochner, Adam Detzer, and Jacob Trautmann,- all designated for work
in Ohio and lMichigan fields - subscribed to Loehe's "General Instructions for
our Friends in America” on Fcbruarxfistomising adherence to the Book 6%"65520ru.
Craemer then proceeded ahead of hhe colonists to Schwerin, where he was ordain-
by Dr.Kliefoth on April 4. "It was a stirring moment", writes Lochner in his
biography of Cramer, “when st the ordination the communion of the ordinand

spoke

closed according to churchly custom and at the orossing over 4/ the ordﬁiﬂaa ‘

to the one kneeling before himythe words of the angel to Elias, 1Kings 19,7:

Arise and Bat; because the journey is too great for thee." (liayer,p.19).

Hekt day the colony left Nenendettelssu. "Ringing in their ears was the
admonition of Pastor Loehe to dwell together in unity, to keep nigh unto God,
and to .convert the Indisns to the Christian religion™,.(llills, History of Sag.
Co.).At Bremen that evening Craemer was solemly inétal&édyhhybastor of the
Frankenmuth congregation, and after the services he signed ite ordinances.
Boarding the ship Caroline,under Capt. Volkmann, they bade farewell to a
land which most of them would never see again, and set sail on April 20 €or
add a significant chapter to American Iutheran history.

Adventure befell them slmost at once. The wind shifted after an hour,
and the bomt was blown onto a sandbank. While it was stuck fast, Pastor Craem-
er married five betrothed couples as his first offical act and delivered a
brief address. Toward noon next day the ship proceeded on its course, as the
passengers received their first attackssof sea—g;%ness. Because of the adverse
winds, the captain Beaded around Scotland and left the last sight on land ba-
hind on April 29. On the folldwing day came the first of six heavy storms.

All but a few voyagers were taken sick until the storm abated Mayu4th, e=d
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fn this rolling and pitching a certain Detzer (K.M. 1845,9.10) reports "one
could find no plece on the whole ehip where one might have rest.” Water poured
over everything above decks, tumbled everything below, With five men to a
hammock (Coje) there was little sleep at night. Early on May 14, between 2-3
a.m., as the boat glided along without lanterns in a foggy night, it crashed
into another with a terrific noise. Amid the cries and confusion many prepared
for death, but the captain reassured them thst only the bowsprit of theirtovm
vessel and the bowsprit and 2 mast of thﬁjbther nad been broken. When the
scare had subsided, it was gdlscovered th-t an ailing young man had died in the
excitement. Two days later he was committed to the waves with appropriate bur-
ial ceremonies by the pastor,

Throughout the journey Craemer proved the wisdom of Loehe's selectiony
of a spifditual leader, He neld regular services each Sunday on the quarter-
deck, and the candidates led the daily morning and evening devotions. Pious
Cnpt. Volkmann not only ordered them not to be disturbed but even provided
a little room for worshin. The spirit of the congregation was being firmly
molded by the tribulations under the pastor's watchful care. When small-pox
struck the passengers, he ministered to them until he too fell victim to the
pestilence. Two men and two children died of the disease. One of the anfdrton-
ntes was the g&ear old child of the Haspels, of whom Loehe wrote (K.M. 1845,7):
"Blegsed be the first deceased who with its death seals the earnestness of
our love for the lost sheep of Jesus across the ocean.”

On the morning of June 6 came the welcome news that land was sighte&fqﬁith
50 days of rough weather behind it, the Caroline headed for Hew York harbor
June 7. The sight of fhe Eitﬁtﬁexﬁ morning as the sun shone down on the trees
and bulldings was good to see. It was Sunday - the third Sunday after Trinity,
for which the Church had long ago appointed. the parable of the lost sheep as

the lesson., With thankful hearts the passengers fell on thelr knees and sang
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"Allein Gott in der Hoeh"™ and prayed the Lord's Prayer. For two days then
the ship lay at anchor until the guarantine officers approved of the health
conditions on board the Carcline. On lionday, June 9, (NOTE TWO)the passengers
disembarked at Castle Gardens, Cramer's commentary in his June 12 letter was
that "the trip will always be written deeply on the souls of all who took par;ﬁ

While customs matters were adjusted, the emigrants spent three days full
o strange experiences in a strange land, visiting especially the members of
Pastor Theo. Brohm's Lutheran congregetion. Here too Pastor Craemer followed
Loehe's advice and was married on June 10 to liiss Dorothea Benthien of Achim,
who had nroved herself a capable and self-sacrificing nurse on the voyage.
At 7 o'clock in the evening of June 12 the colonists boarded the steamboat
Knickerbocker for Albany — a boat which impressed them "as one of the most
beautiful in the world," After a pleasantly uneventful trip, they landed at
Albany next morning and left almost immediately on the 1:00 p.m. trainyfor the
west. Abont an hour out of the city their train collided head-on with another,
just as the colonists were singing the second verse of the hymn, "Jun danket
nlle Gott". The crash was terrific, the cries ear-splitting, and all hope was
lost., However, though many were cut by flying glass, none of the passengers
was seriously injured. Since the accident had quite demolished this means of
transportation, much debate ensued among the Frankenmuthers as to how the¥
should proceed. The majority voted tor the W¥eetlwy#and at €:00 that evening
they took hnother train for Buffalo, where they arrived at 9 p.m. next night,
By slow stages they finally reached Monroe, Michigan, Here Hattstaedt and his
congregation swung wide their doors and took the home-sick travellers to their
hearts,

In preperation for the coming of the colonists Pastor Schmidt and Miss-

jonary Auch had been busy selecting a suitable site for the new settlement.

Their choice fell on Sagfnaw County, 135 miles north of lMonroe by land, where
T arve-d to -
theq:;ﬁrchasei 680 acres for $1900 on the Cass River. Having discussed the
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matter with Schmidt, Pastor Craemer returned to his flock in ifonroe in order
to begin the trek to the new location. The first stop was with Pastor Winkler's
newly-founded congregation in Detroit. Joining thém here, President Schmidt
helped arrange for transportation of the party to Saginaw Bay on the sailing
vessel Nelson Smith, captained by lir.Munson. In August, 1845, they said goodby
to Schmidt and Winkler, with whom they entrusted their money, as the boat
headed for the Saginaw River. After nearly a week ¢thq/sﬂip edﬁ%ered the Sag-
inaw River and proceeded five miles to Lower Saginaw (Bay City), a small fish-
ing village. When the wind died to a whisper at this point, the voyagers wait-
ed patiently three days but were finally obliged to dragé the boat up the
river by hand. As they neared Saginaw City, liissionary Auch came out in a
canoce to greet them. He had prepared a house in the city for their stay until
the purchase of the land was completed, and once again the emigrants disembark-
ed in a strange place. There is no doubt that "the Germans excited great cur-
iosity among the French and English pioneers on account of their peculiar cloth-
ing and strange language". (Mills)..

Under the guidance of Auch and the surveyor who was to plot the site,

trudged through the woods ’

Craemer with=za few of his menﬂto one of the selected ldéations, They found it
a pleasant place, Fourteen miles (five hours) from Saginaw, twenty miles from
Flint, it lay in 2 thickly timbered region on high, rich, and rolling ground.
Six miles away was the English village Tuscola with a flour-and sawmill., The
Cass River, which bordered the site, would provide a fine highway to Saginaw
and could be used for floating timber to other settlements. Especially :Pp?ess-
jve to the mission-conscious men was the fact that a village of Ghippawi!%:GT;as
could be easily reached by boat only jwenty miles up the river,

While Auch return to Detroit by rail for the money left with Winkler, the
settlers arranged to buy somewhat over one square mile of property at $2.50

an acre. 70 acres of land were reserved for the mission and church; the rest
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weye to be anportioned as soon as the surveying had been completed. "To start

a settlement in that wilderness was no ﬁoliday affair.”" Everything here was
foreign to the experience of the emigrants - the land, the people, the cus-
toms and lenguage. "No one," wrote one of the colonists,” can have an adeguate
conception of the appearance of a North American landscape. There is no path
through the forests. Through brush and extensive morasses, over fallen trees
which form the only passagewayﬁ’through the swampy lanqythe way leads to ghe
settlement, A dead silence reigns in these woods...After one has waded, climb-
ed, stﬁiled almost to the point of exhasustion, one comes in view of the
colony."

Building a llome o
Two Dlockhouses were to‘EHﬂﬁ%{first. About August, the men left the

womenfolk in Ssginaw and set out to clear the land. Unaccustomed though th;y
were to this sort of labor, they gallantly fell to with their axes, gradually
making a little progress in the warm summer sun. The pastor, who also helped

in the manual work, reverently conducted morning and evening services each day.
Despite the attacks of fever — a feature of the region that became as sirouble-
some as it was inevitable to the Saginaw settlements.-stwpﬁétude bulldings
were ultimately erected after several arduous weeks, One, the company-hut,
measuring 30 feet long, would serve to house the five married couples (the
lartin Haspels, Lorenz Loesels, John Webers, John Lists, John Pickelmanns) and
the two single men (John Bernthal and John Balerlein). Although it was still 5
uncompleted and had a leaking roof, no doors nor windows, and a decidedlyﬁﬁggﬁiy
interior, the last stretch of the colonbsts' long trek was undertaeken to bring
the household goods and women-folk to Franienmuth. Using the yoke of oxen
Weber and Haspel had ourchased, the men piled women and goods on a sturdy cart
and blazud a trail through the forests to the colony. "™And the settlement,”
remarked a letter-writer,"what a doleful sight! A cleared space surrounded

by a rough rail fence. In the center of it a miserable cabin built of rough

ey
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hevn logs. The most poverty-stricken village in Germany contains palaces
compared to this.”

But to the colonists this was home. Very soon they made the company
hut weather-proof and finished work on the other building. Thys blockhouse
had three rooms - a church hall, the study of Pastor Craemer, and the living
room of the pastor's family. Here the first Christmas services in the new
land fittingly dedicated the building, Here too Craemer held daily morning
and evening services { & custom continued until 1852) with celebrations of
lloly Communion every Sunday. On Janmuary 1,1846 the little congregation rejoic-
ed =t the hanging of its two prized bells from a tree near the church. They
bore &ncinscription which was at hhe same time a description and prophecy of
the colony: "Concordia (1580).Res Parvae Crescunt".

Well was the name chosen by Loehe suited to the efforts of his colonists.
"Frankenmith" - the courage of the Franconians indeed! They were to need the

courgge of faith and hope in the next few difficult years!

111, EXPERIENCE AND EXPANSION

lioulding a Unit

Loehe expected"great things'"from tbhks project which was so close to his
heart. In March he informed Pastor Ernst:"Our little colony, which will heres:
after build itself up gresatly, if God grants Jis blessing, embarks from Bremer-
haven o3.%5oré3tablish avsettlement dmongﬁtheﬁindthnhlbfhnichlgahenwhérdﬁfbgsth-
iblé-in eSnjunction,withrdnn Arbor, which can become the center of great
things...The Lord will tumn all things according to His purpose.”" In a May 21
{1845) letter he remarked to Ernst that 1800 florins had been set aside for
Frankehmmth,"fou will have much to do with the colony,"he added. "dave patience
also with Craemer...His congregation consists in my opinion of very brave peopik

Pagtor Ernst made his first visit to the new Loehe project that fall, Froa

hig station in New Dettelsau, Ohio, he journeyed to Frankenmuth with Teacher
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Conrad Schuster, who was prepared to assist Craemer. Their arrival on Oct.10
could not have been more timely. ot only was the pastor éorely stricken with
the fever, but his congregation was split over the planning of the village.
Some wished to build it all around the church, as in Germany, with the farms
radiating out from this center. Such was Loehe's original wish. Missionary
Auch and others, however, advised the settlers to follow the American eustom
of building the houses in the midst of individual plots of ground,which

should be laid out side by side along a central road. The dissatisfaction

that ensued was augmented by the general feeling of pessimism among the people.
So wearing had been the hardships of the frontier 1life on them that some even
lodged complaints against their neighbors and pastor with Loehe himself. The
two visitors were therefore very necessary .?5 arrange the affairs of the col-
ony satisfactorily nnd?bring them news, comfort, and Inspirstion. In a l_gt:l:er
to Ernst dated January 29,1846 Loehe expressed his thanks for the Oh oa:::s;or's
beneficinl Michigen visit. He also urged that while German mission contribu-
tions sent to the emissaries were not to be applied to the support of Franiten—
math excent in its Indian missionary work, the Loehe men should aid the colony

in every possible way,

With spirits buoyed up again and.:af#im_:reased consecration, the Franken-
muthers too were thinking of their prime purnose - the conversion of the heath-
en. The settlers were now living in harmony. Pastor Craemer could therefore
turn his attention to possible work among the Chippewa Indians, Alread$ during
the temporary stay in Saginaw City he had made an approach to them with H'isa-
jonary Auch, An Indian school was contemplated, with perhaps 100 prospective
pupils ready for enrollment. Two other German missionaries, Dumser and Senke
of the Michigan Synod, had attempted missiorwork in nearby Sibiwaiing, but

since Dumser fell sick, there was, as Craemer wrote (K.lI.1845@11),™no house
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and no school, no one who cares for the household of the brethren (the miss-
ionaries), no proper interpreter, no good lsnd to buy, snd if we had land, no
one to build on it,” But Cramer's own mission field seemed to have a future.
Certainly few other missionaries had such favorable circmstaﬁoe to surround
tﬁeii{ﬁrk. Here was the congregation ready not only to afford sustensnce and
moral support to Craemer, but anxious to abide by their Christian orinciple
laid down in their Bible and reaulationsj ‘Df 1e1f}.ﬁuair light shine before

men that these benighted he=then might see their good works and turn to
glorifying the Father in heaven. lioreover, Loehe was willing to g‘i‘render
practically the entire project to the supervision of the Michigan Synod and
the zood judgement of the Frankenmuth people, He well knew that control by

a Committee sacross the sea would but interfere with the progress of the work.
As a final encouragement, Craemer had the example of 1liissionary Aucl_x, 'hhtf;"%%‘gk'&
gver the Sibiwaling station and began to erect a missionary hut there.

In the spring of 1:646 the colonists drew lots for their sites. As they
built their homes, they acquired cattle and other necessities of farming. The
neonle were itaking a fine, good humored interest in the.ir nev existence.-
AdiinciHeeded Strensth

Loehe seemed pleased with the progfess of the colony. In hig "litteil-
ungen? of 1846 (no.6) he was ready to comment approvinglyfon the receipt of
a letter {(dated February 2) from Craemer:" Beginnings are always hard., At any
rate, however, all im in proper order ih Frankenmuth at present...That the
location of the colony is advantageously selected, there can be no doubt,

All agree in this. Craemer says, 'The location of our settlement is excellent
- a fine land, a besutiful river favorable for a mill and grass crops, already
a street running through (iiel the land; from East to West in American fa.sh:lui,
and only' and hour and a half from the post road and post station, from which

i4 is but three and a halr hours to Saginaw...'%?
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The new settlement was so appealingly described by the colonists
in their letters to friends Qx home that another larse group of German
citizens were impelled to follow the trail blazed by the Frankenmuthers.
Loehe himself, as he repeatedly asserted, tempted no one to leave home
for his colony. lMany he advised not to emigrate. Nevertheless in March
a party of 90-100 more prospective colonists left for the settlement.
They, too, had a very rough crossing of seven weeks, during which water
almost gave out. One child died,snother was born before they finally
arrived in New York Ilay 9. Here two of the seven "Sendlinge" ot Loehe
who accompanied the party, Christian Lehmann and Johann L.Flessa, were

vecelved in Hew fork in
invited by Craemer?'s letter to work with him the Saginaw Valley, Thus, with
the addition of théselLutheranssfrom the fatherland Frankenmth increased
in strength and In its ministry, Few of the newcomers were adept at the
backwoods life and mmaccustomed to farming, but their good spirit made up
for their deficiencikes. Though now a sizaeble village, Frankenmth still
had to ‘improve in its produce and construct its own mill. However, if
much remained to be done, Loehef??ﬁE@#Zﬁ a favorable report on the year
of 1846 (K.M.1846,11): "The congregation members are satisfied. They cling
and wre heave

with sincere affection to their pasto;ﬁiot been able to discern the least
sign of discondent in ever-u'yeartinrtheilettersyfd the Germans of the
homeland which have come to our attention.”

‘Since the original church-hall was no longer large enough gﬁﬁzzzfﬁidate
Frankenmuth's population, a new edifice was obviously necessary. Therefore
more land was cleared to the west of the parsonage in Angusﬁ’and a modestly
pretentious 1ittle_bﬁ11ding was constructed. Attacks of fever delayed the
work, but the firstiBntherannt Church in the Saginaw Valley was ready for
bpts members by Christmas time of 1846, "It was a'blockhousefaa feet long

and 26 feet wide, with three windows on each of the long sides and the en-
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trance on the west side, without stove or chimney), which was dedicsted
through prayer, sermon, and holy commnion, to the service of the Triune
God" on second Christmas Day. (liayer, p.45).

A birth snd a death - those lasting ties which bind a people to its
50il - made Frankenmuth a new, lifelong home to the colonists in this
same year, 1846, On July 30,the first white child of the community, John
Pickelmann, was born; August 28 the eight-days-old child of the Lorenz
Loesels died, With the beginning of its vital statistics Frankenmith

s grerit ey
was more than a naue,-mdbethan a colony. It was acpery And thus, without
rallroad facilities, boats, or the attractiveness of manufacturing and
trade booms, "the town grew in strength and prosperity; grew iﬁ favor with
God and man; grew out of its own solil under the pluck and industrf of

those hardy, honest, and God-fearing peopnle, who worked diligently and

unceasingly six days a week and went to church on Sunday.”™ (liills.)

Pursuing a Purvose

Loehe had stated in his "Mitteilungen" that "Frankenmuth has an inter-
est for us only in so far as it is a starting nlace for Indian missioﬂs.“
The greatest attraction of the new colony for f1iim was not its possibilities
ﬁs a settlement but its effectiveness among the heathen. Craemer was con-—
scious of this fact and worked diligently from the very first to make the
colony a real mission station. Butcthe task was a hard one, The Indians
had been so mistreated by the whites that they were always suspicious of
any approach. To make miasioﬂwork still more complicated, 1t was necessary
to use an interpreter, and the best one available to Craemer was a half-
breed named Jim 6ruet. Nevertheless, the tireless nastor m-naged to gain
entrance among the neigﬂi%oring tribes. By living among them he became wedl
enough acqiuainted with their language to understand their needs and hold

little services with his interpreter at three stations. He found them g
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an expressionless peoplg given to a dualistic conception of a universal
Supreme Being and an evil spirit. The latter they worshipped and feared
especially, while their hope of immortality seemed to include little more
than the "heppy hunting ground"™ awarded faithful warriors. Though the

Word of God made little outward impression on them, they were attentive
l1isteners to Craemer's sermons. With admirable persistence he kent

working until he was able to persulade an old Indian to settle in Franken-
math with his family. A 'little school was begun with this nucleus. By the
end of Junel ¢leven children were enrolled, a 16 year old boy was baptized,
and prospects were encouraging. Craemer stressed relifious instructiibn.
of course, but he added practical lessons in cleanliness, etiquette, and
good housekeeping., While lirs, Craemer undertook the latter h}-‘-’ﬁ‘ﬁh"&fs‘)t,

he taught Christisn fundamentals, English, German, and singing. VWhen
Flessa arrived, he made a welcone addition to the faculty, having once
taught school in Germany. "There has been at least on the part of the
Lutheran Church a swuall beginning made toward an Indian mission,™ remarked
Loehe {in "Heiden Migsion, July 2,1846),"and until now one may nourish the

hope for good results without hesitation." Hde pointed out that not only was

Fuicl -
the mission colony plan a successful venture but that under the proper guid-
.z-:.,sl-#f-
ance of #':larfei American synod it could accomplish still more and be red";:l.p—
S_E,q‘.:—lﬂ‘!-ﬂli““
licated elsewhere. It was even his fond hope that the new practical Semid'ar;,'

hens il
his men had recently emtablished at Fort VWayne, Indiana, could be of bemefit

to the project. "This Seminary,"he wrote,"csan also become wholly useful for
the education of missionaries to the heathen." Heretofore the men trained

in Germany were not prepared for such work. But "the institution in Fort
Wayne will perhaps have all the advantages of a German mission '1nst1tun1:e and
in addition alll the advantages of immediate survey of the sithation, only

a little distance from the field of labor among the heathen, with possibly
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a knowledge of the langusge 8f those heathen.”"

Hindered by natural forces and physical ailments, Craemer's work found
interference in an unexpected aquarter also, The liethodists, who had been
working among the Indians before the arrival of the Frankenmthers, were
indignsnt a2t the enfiawmie of another church body. They hzd been 42;.:';é;;;s;:[ome4
to staging revivals and merely trying to educate the Indians to white men's
habits that the patient religious instruction of Craemer anzered them., Some
who had even used Christiasnity as a guise for their exploitation of the
heathen began to cibtcnlate slanderous stories of the Lutherans. The pastor
they nccused of trying to lead the Indisns captive to a foreign power. And
the red-men were gullible., Sometimes the school stood empty, especially dur-
ing Crcfnc-r's sbsence on a mission journey. The internreter, who was paid
325 = month, became incoupetent., Sickness among the Indians and whites con-
nected with the Frankenmih instifolor save it a bad name, But the mission
effort went on. On 43 third Christmas Day of 1846, just after the dedica-
tion of the new church, three heathen were baptized - a 17 :{ear){old youth
named Abuiguam, renamed Abrsfiawm, ~1-m Craemer hoped to train as his inter-
sreter; Abulquam's 16 yeesr old sister,lMagdalene; his younger sister,inna.
The service was quite impressive. Teacher Flessa and Pastor Craemer snoke,
sang hymns in the nstive tongue.with the youngsters, "and the whole cele-
bration v.'a; intended to be of such a nature that the Frankenmuthers would
feel most strongly reminded of the special purpose of their settlement.™
(K.M. 1847,3). Fourteen days later liagdalene died, and the Indian mission's
first sonl joined the host of heaven.

When the Dresden emissary Baierlein, trained as w/mi ssionary for India
but ready to become an Indian mi.ssionary_. Joined Craemery at the beginning
of 1837, the work gathered momentum. Craemer reported in a letter of Jan,18,
1847 that he now had several children of the I%nauike band in his school,

among them the gifted son of the¢ chief. Other children promised to enroll
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as soon aé favorable weather returned. Up to this time very little money
‘had been turned over to the support of the mission - so little that the
pastor was still veinly asking for a saddle-horse to carry him on his long
trips, Loehe in the "Mitteilungen" of 1847 (no.3) therefore calle? for' help,
It seems the mission society members were somewhat doubtiul about the whole
procedure even yot. What 1If the United States ;sovernment pushed th:;?ght of
this section, t&::i&-the Christian Indians refuse to accept civilization?
What would happen to the mission then? Loehe answered,™The missionsries
will go with the exiles, if they find a state (i.e. to dwell in); .that is
self-evident, The colonists can go alonz or stay, as they please. BEut
Frenkenmuth has not once been spoken of by the inhabitants as unfavorable

for mission puruoses", Craemer, he added, ousht to know.

IV, ENLARGING THE SCOPE

An ZEconomic Project

Wihen Loehe planmed Frankenmth, he had in mind only its usefulness as
a mission colony., It was his hope that "Frankenmuth might become the first
of meny snother mission colony..or mission congregation.” He spoke of
redunlicating this settlement in Wisconsin, Indiana,and kiissouri, "I wish
that a11 congfegations of the Iumtheran contession might recognize their call
+o be mission congrezations for the Indians," he -said (Die Heiden-lMission,
n.19). But he soon began to recognize the importance of another feature of
colonization, The lack of pastors in America, the scattered condition of the
peonle, and the resulting godlessness hmonk!thézzzéherans troubled him. Evan
as he was considering the problem, the pressure toward emigration from Ger-
mahy increased. People landed in _Amer.ca, trekked west, lost contact with

the Church, One solution was necessarily simple. For those who were already

across the sea, send pastors — as many as possible. But could not this ratal
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scattering be prevented before the emigrants left the homeland? Perhaps

the Imtherans could be assembled in groups under the leadership of a pa[stoz;
and when they arrived in the United States, they could all dwell together

in spiritusl secufity. The idea intrigmned Loeshe., Gradually the Indian
mission purpose faded into the background of his plans, and his new settle—
ments took on a definitely religio-econbmic aspect. They were to be assgnbl,f-
points for Lutheran congregations. And Michigan, with its well-established
nucleus, seemed favored by circumstances andhature ‘Boy‘become the locale ora
scheme which gould have become very signitricant in scope and megnitude.

Evidently Loehe wrote Craemer concerning the nossibility or locating
such colonies near Frankenmuth, for the latter made noteworthy suggestions
in a letter of January 18,1847. A piece of propertyhear Flint, 3000 acres
of fine land about six miles from Frankenmuth, could be purchased for 31500.
Describing it, Craemer said,"I know of no more favorable site in our neigh-
borhood to which to bring another Lutheran congregation that this, And it
is truly necessary that we expand the Church here, if it is to win any place
at all." Ann Arbor and Toledo were not as well qualified at the time, their
pagtors being just sble to carry on. Detroit had a congregation divided
over VWinikler's actions, an‘c{a:n no receptive mood for additional Lutherans.

UM--’{_’NJ san
Craemer added that the most necessary nrerequisites for the new congrega.‘l:ion
.w-uld be a solid organization, ability to support its pastor, and unity.

In a resly GHOTE THREE) of 1847 Loehe agreed to Craemer's proposal —
"provided the colonization is only seen trom the side of its purpose 1:6
save souls.”™ Already without his advice four families left for Frankenmuth
and were to be taken under Craemer's wing. Loehe himself had worked out his
plan in detail. He had thoughtof two colonies - Frankentrost (‘comfort of

the Franconians) and Frankenlust ('desire ot the Franconians). For the Tormer,

three thousand acres were to be bought in one plot and so divided that there
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would be a village in the center with some 50-60 lots radiating out

from the huf® like spokes. Each inhebitant was to have his own i-nd. As

the settlement grew, it conld expand to the edge of the 3000 acres. Thus,
perhaps} the scattering which had proven detrimental in Frankenmuth counld
be prevented here. Out of the sale of lots, 6000 gulden would be realized,
from which the expenses were to be taken., Since the land would cost 31500,
there would be 2250 gufﬂden left. With this Crsemer was to buy 60 acres
for a church site, one acre for the parsonage. Taking 102 gulden out of
the remaining 2010 to be given Craemer®'s new-born child in payment for the
nastor's trouble, the 1910 gulden should be used to purchase a location in

the neighborhood for Frankenlust. After these lots had been sold there woum

be a permanent "wandering capvital”™ with which new settlements could be

purchased and resold to incoming Lutherans at reasonsble rates. This

"Colonizationscapital™ was an ingeniuous idea. %ﬂ?:o;‘a;‘?;;ﬂe

tax placed on each lot bought. Loehe hoped that in a few yar?g‘vﬁuld

make a tidy nrofit for itself, which could be turned back 5o the colonists'
benefit. He ahndrh fitond were to undertake this on their'?ﬁﬁf;:ﬁ:f’;:g only

the money designated for the purpose by contributors, By way of proper

%Eler. he added that the new pastors were to serve as presbyters fo:: c_re;-em-
er as long as their people were under the latter's pastorate. "Fot;“:;;:;lilta
here will be no lack}"ln. predicred.

The first sketched of the plan had been made in the fall of 1846. A
little group of Frankentrosters, who were to "comfort"the Frankenmt?;‘::ﬂgon,y
and"comfort"™themselves with the courage of the Word, had as their leader
Johann Eeinrich Philipp Graebner, 28 year old pupil of Loehe from Bavaria,
acquainted with his teacher's work since 1839. The colonists, who were in

J general driven from the homeland by the rationalism and laxiyy of the Germah

church, gathered some 6000 gulden (34000) for the purchase of the new site,

and sent it to Craemer. Because of unforeseen complications, they dapdvieted

e —————
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into two sections., The first, leaving Bremerhaven on April 18,1847 on
the Creole, arrived in New York June 12. Two days later they started
out by boat to Albany, by train to Buffalo, by ship to Detroit, which
they reached June 20. Finally, on Viednesday, June 24, they had their
first gliupse of Fraonkenmuth. Meanwhile Candidate Graebner's party could
not leave Germany until April 21 (22?)., Their ship Hermine dropped anchor
in New York harbor June 1, sofithat theynweie ablévid arrive in Frankenmmth
June 11, nine days ahead of théir friends in the other group.
Unfortunately, the money did not reach Craemer in time to purchase
the original 3000 acres, and the site was sold to another buyer before
the colonists came., The peonle were sorely disappointed. They had expected
everrthing would be ready for their settlement. Enthusiasm waned. Some :
wished to settle in Frankenmuth, others saw various locations -.-.'h?g:ﬁ:::;‘acted
them. Craemer was anpalled at the thought of Loehe's nrime purnose being
frustrated. Earnestly he admonished the newcomers of their obligations and
of the folly of scattering. Wissmuiegler, leading the second contingent into
Frankenmith at this point, spoke the sentiment of the more piocagminded:"We
have come here with the thoughsof bui@ing a new Lutheran congregation...
and this determination we will not give up as lng as there ekists a means
for our carrying out the intemfion.™ Thus, although the colonization cap-
ital had to be tempornrily'shelved. the original plan was carried out,
Under the lesadership of wve&or Peach, the pastors and certain young men
gought a suitable location. A ‘site of 2000 acres was foun& 7 miles north-
webt of Frankenmuth and € miles east of Saginaw, through which a ﬂ;fu:i‘;‘:'-eah
of good water ran, On July 22 the purchase was made at 77¢/an acre.
The first bullding of Frankentrost was a 14x24 foot shelter for the

workers. As soon as enough ground had been cleared, bdockhouses were erected

on lots placed north and south of and east-west road. Here too the specifi-
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cations of Loehe had to be abandoned, for the surveyor advised the
American plan as less exsenbsive and time-consuming. The ciurch and the
parsonage were placed in the center of the village, with 56 acres set
aside for the former, 40 for the latter. By the end of October the twenty-
four families which had bought property here were nearly settled for the
winter, Organization of the congregation, called Immsnuel Luthersn Church,
was effected shortly, and on Sept.5,1847 Craemer dndained and installed
Graebner as its pastor. ide held his first services at the end of October

in the liunker home, formally c mpleting the first colonization foundation

of Loehe's new nlans.

Relstionships with Synods

One of the earliest officisl acts passed by the newly-organized
congrezation at Frenkentrost was an application for membershiip in the
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. St,LorenzeChurch (Frankenmith)
was already a member, and the procedure was simple. But behinq the action
of Frankentrbdst was an interesting story of the relationships of the
Franconians with Yépge church organizations.

From the very first, Loehe's emissaries worked with the Ohio Synod,
organized in 1818, To its Seminary in Columbus had gone not only Loehe
men but Loehe money and support as well, Its main attractions to the
Neuendettelsau pastor were its strict adherence to the confessions and its
preservation of the German language.nieiwas-wspecially vleased when thé
Synod at Zanesville in 1844 unanimously voted to keep the Seminary German.
"Therein,"remarked Loehe later (X.Li.1845,2),"we were to see a bag?nning of
the fulfillment(of our wishes), because the ﬁnglish adﬂinistrajgiggfgyiéﬂnuy;
as far as it conducts itself on the other side, has unguestionably proven
itself dangerous for the pure doctrine.™ It was not narrowness which com-

AetE e
pelled him to take this stand. e knew vull well that the Lutheran doctrine
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could be taught in other languages than German just as well. But he could
voint to fearful examnles of the English influen®¢ in the American Lutheran
Church, It seemed that an independent English Lutheran con:regation “quickly
becate something else,"” The English preachers may have been better educated,
but they did not cling to the German Lutheran theology and literasture. They
had few translations of Lutheran writings in English, asnd the influnence
‘of sectarian literature was s’on disastrous. Therefore he was anzious that
his emissaries "look sharply to the Germsn element for the sake of the
Church, and rather found ene purely German synod of their ovn thah any lomg-
er belong to such as yielded to the English influence." (K..18465,4.5).

But Loehe's expectations of the Ohio Syncd were disappointed. In
1745 it decided to make the Seminary at Columbus half inglish, half German.
This action indicated the trend. At once the Loehe men drew up a list of
complaints againsgt the practice of the Synod. Not only was it turfing the
Seminary ZEnglish despite its conbtitution, but it did not regquire of its
pastors an oath of adherence to the 1580 Concordia, and its formla for
the Lord's Supper had Heformed inclinations, Unionistic tendeng¢ies were
evident amonz the members. When the Synod refused to consider the protests,
Loehe's men withdrew. ;

Vilediaz

Meanwhile, Frankenmuth's Craemer, lionroe's (iiich.) Hattstaedt, Toledo's
Lochner, and Denbury's (Chio) Traumtmann were having similar difficulties
in the Michigan Synod. All Loehe men, they had naturally followed the_qonp
tact between their teacher and Pastor Schmidt of Znn Arbor, who wes ;;esideﬁf'
of the Synod. At that time they could easily become members because its
professed adherence to the symbolical books left nothing to be desiresd.
Craemer had worked very harmoniously with Synod's lissionary Auch and
other pastors, and Franconian Iutherans supported Synod's work at Sibiwai-

ing. To the latter station came Rev.H.Dumser, of the Basel Liissionary
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Institute, ordained in Germany but not bound to the symbols of the Chmrch.
When he begnan to declare with impunity that an unconditional sadherence to
them would have strained his conscience, Loehe's men raised their mental
eyebrows. lioreover, they’disdovered that several "mixed" congregations
(Reformed and Lutheran combined) as such were being served with Word and
sacraments by the Synod. In June, 1846 Craemer, Lochner, Trautmann, and
Hattstaedt laid a protest before the Synod assembly, demanding a house-
cleaning. When this was not forthcoming, They formally submitted their
resignations from Synod in a document of June 25, 1846. Thus, all of
Loehe's men were cut loose from the vitally necessary synodicsl ties.
The question before them now was, Which way shall we turn?

One little group of Lutherans had caught Loehe's eye long before these
enents. They were the Saxons in liissourl, who had just gone through the
confessionally purifying 98tephanistic" episode. Hattstaedt, on leaving
for America, had been charged with the duty of investigating the present
Saxon stand,Unable to fulfill the appointment, Hattstaedt was relieved
of it by Ernst and Sihler, who at once began correspondence with Rev.C.F.W.
Walther in St.Louis. They were overjoyed to find among his pe0ple-al:1nr1red
sﬁirit.

On September 13-1‘8‘:{:1:: Loehe men met at Cleveland to decide what
should be done. Some 16 pastors who were present agreed that the conserva-
tive position would have to be upheld. Only Loehe men absent were Craemer
and Saupert. Frankenmuth's pastor, sick with the fever again, wrote a fine
testimony of his fellowship to the assembly. Two derinite stepé were taken:
a Tormal letter of resignation was sent to the Ohio Synod (cr.K.M.1846,1),
and a friendly overture was made to the Missouri Saxons. Loehe was now

happy: "Our efforts are crowned with success. A bold step is taken, God
help it.further? (XK.}M.1845,9.10.)
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In May’ 1846, Sihler, Ernst,and Lochner journeyed to Missouri to dis-
cover possibilities for steps toward organizing a synod. The result was a
list of "Vorlagen™ or doctrinal statements which C.F.W.Walther and the
Loehe men drew up to ‘;Je approved at a meeting in July at Ft.,Wayne, Indiana.
Having finslly severed connections with the Michigan Synod in June of this
year, Craemer was free to &ttend the Ft.Wayne conrerence together with some
15 other pastors., On his wey d:;za- the lipumee by cansl-boat he met Dr.Waltheyr
for the first time, and was deenly impressed. When the conference decided
to organize on the basis of the Vorlagen, Craemer sizned the new constitu=
tion and left to persuade his congregation to join the Synod of Mtssouri,
Ohio, & Other States, to be organized in Chicago next year.

Frankenmth seriously considered the matter, expressed .t approval,
and appointed Johann Bernthal as its first delegate. Together with Bex:n:l:halj
Craemer next spring headed by boat for Chicago. Ice at liackinaec dela;'ig thelr
nrogress, but they arrived in Chicago April 30, in time for the actual
organization. Flessa, who later in the fall lett Frankenmuth for a school
in Sv.Louis, and Crsemer were accenbed as members of the new Synod. Becsuse
of his close association with the Indian missions, Crzemer was also named
gecretary of the mission board of the Synod, and ordered to seek Loehe's
approval of Synod's supervision of Frankenmth missions,

In his letter to Loehe, dated August 17,1847, Craemer describrd the
status of the station. With a new interpreter (at $25 per month) he had
visited chiefs Sansbaia and Pemasike, and won back ths confidence which the
lMethodists had €riédofo destroy. Pemasike was now ready to become a Christé=
iaﬁ. lieanwhile his ovn school had grown to 17 Indian children }rom 18 down
to_4 yearsﬁ'.”dwho were proving rather expensive in that they ate 17 pounds
of meat a dayv besides requiring clothes. Baierlein mfforded real help. He

was now able to read Indian, and each Sunday he held a children's service

=T
s
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with the aid of the interpreter. 4 new house was being contemplated for
him, the internreter, and the school., Regarding Synod's interest in

the work, Craemer wrote:"liy proposition that station Franken'mth would
like to be taken into Synod and wounld like to be placed under its super-
vision was received with joy...We await only your writien..or verbally

stated consent to put the whole m=tter in effect."

V.PROPITIOUS PROSPERITY

lisrine Dreamg Practical

With Frankentrost now well established, Loehe's men could turn to
the fulfillment of the other project orizinslly included in the coloniza-
tion scheme,."liissions"was the © ﬂivhword for Frankenmuth; "keep Lutheran
emigrants Lutheran” was the foundation of Frankentrost; the:thirdicolony
was to have a social aimas a "poor seitlement™. There were many young
couples in Germeny at this time who were unable to owvn e propertg:%%;
government recuired before they could marry. Consequently, they often
began houshnolds illieitly, without the formality of a wedding ceremony.
These horrible conditions Loehe earnestly sought to correct. 3y asserbling
the counles desirous of emigrating into one large group, he wonld settle
them ne-r the other two villages in the Saginaw Valley.

Loehe evidently discumased the matter with Crzemer by corresnondence.
In a letter of August 18,1847 the Frankenmuth pastor reported himself
still anxious to carry on thésdevelobment~ot Zthe colony for poor be-
trothed persons, which with joy I would like to see come into being."He
had chosen one of several fine locations for such a settlement, It lay in
a benutiful region on the Tittipawassi River, about 25 miles from Franken-
muth and 11 miles above Saginaw City. As a particular asset to this loca-

tion, the tribe of Chief Ssnsban was only 6 miles away, while the two
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rivers which formed a junction at this pnsint were much used by Chief
E;masike's people. Here the missionary could rest on his trips emong

the Indians; In fact, =0 taken up with the site was Craemer himse’f, that
he said he would have nlaced Frankenmuth there, had he knovm of it when
he arrived. In reply to these arrangements Loehe expressed his approval
as long as "the land would not be more expensive thaf in Frankenmuth,
Craemer responded {Feb.1®,1848) that as Indian Reserve Land it would

CO0St approximately $2.50 an acre but was well worth the price. Since the
"wandering capital™ had not yet been put into effect, it wonld be applied
here. :

During this time Loehe was grooming a young candidate of theology
for the pastorate of the new flock, He was Ferdinand Sievers, formerly
assistsnt pastor at Imsum, Hsnnover, who had determined elready in 1847
to devote himself to the cause of American Indian missions. Arriving at
Frankenmth several months shead of his group of colonists, to make arrang:=
ments for them, he found the selected site greatly to his satisfaction.
While he waited for the settlers to arrive:fserved Craemer =s "pastor
vicar%dus". particularly in Saginaw City, where #the organization of a
congregation was being contemplated,

Agkin, however, plans misc#rried. Vhen Loehe's "capital™ of 5000
8ulden ($2000) reached him, he made another trip to the location of
Frankenlust before s purchasﬁirit. What had appeared to be excellent
dry land now proved unmistakably swampy and unfit for cologizgtion? Re-
%?tantly Sievers turned to a region which had before attracted his atten-
tion, It was situated between two arms of the Squaguanning River, 3-4
miles from Lower Saginaw, sbout a mile and a half from the Saginaw River.
Although the new site not very favorable to Indian mission work(gespite

the many neighboring trivaq)because of the activity of the Methodists,
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Sievers bousht 645 =cres of this land =snd waited for his colonists.
Apparently plansiwent' awry agaln. Perhaps the betrothed couples
were too poor even to join the"poor colony™. At any rate, the small
group which finally assembled itself under the name of Frankenlust in-
cluded few such folks as Loehe had intended, Nevertheless, they were
entitled to membership in any "poor colony", and they set sail for
America in the spring of 1848. Sievers met the ship in the Saginaw River
on June 21. Together with the men of the party he plodded to the new
home~site. Impressed with the amount of work to be done as well as with
the beauties of the location, they prepared to erect .their homes, Several
weeks later the first services were held in Frankenlusti. and on Reforma=
tion Day four couples were married. Tie churen building, an unpretentious
structure which cost 3350, was finished July 3. Next day the colonists
celebrated America's Independence Day by moving into their new homes.
Dividing into two sectlons, the seventeen settlers travelled from Saginaw
by scow and wagon to theiyoungest of Loehe's colonies. Like its neighbors,
Prankenlust toc joined the lMissourl Synod, as.ssvon as & «was 'dv,z'n:jc-'a"- ner
ThenlLoehe decided to withdraw his "coloniza.tion capital®, He felt &r
it nad failed of its purnose. Moreover, with the Danish blockade prevent-
further emigration for the time being, there was little hope for adding
more settlements, Sievers was slarmed. He quickly wroafte his teacher, ask-
ing him to give the "capital"™ an added lease on life. The Frankenlust land
had cost more than expected, and the people were too poor to repay it very
rapidly. Moreover, notrmuch was left after 1080 gulden had been sent to
the practical seminary in Fort Wayne and four lots in Saginaw were-purchas-
ed at $400 for the prospective Ssginaw congregation., Thus far 725'1&???1150
acres of land had been bought for Frankenlust at $1813.92 and 1/2 , of whiék

230 and 1/4 acres were resold to colonists for $575.62 and 1/2. For the

church the tip of the land between the two rivers was obtained at 3150.
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Because of such financial emergencies Loehe was willing to extend the
time of his "capital.” In a letter to his Heusndettelsau friend dated
August 11,1848, Sievers predicted of his people:"Frankénlust will have
a significant future, according to human outlook, and if the relizious
atmosphere remains consecrated, the people here can then lead a truly
quiet and penceful life in all godliness and uprightness. liay the Lord

help to this end!™

Two Years of Development (1848+1849)

At the end of July (1843) the new colony entertained its first
pastorsl conference. lHere the Saginaw pastors considered a call sent
Sievers by the Lutheran congregation of St.Charles, Lissouri, but their
conclusion was that-the struggling young settlement needed him more.

His usefulness as an Indian missionary was also becoming evident. Having
bought 38:acres of the original site selected by-Craemer for Frankenlust,
he had turned it over bga.Chief Shaonbese anazgegun work there. Baierlein
would assumé:the.real duties when a start had been made. Finally, Sievers
would have to continue his practice of serving the Saginaw congregation
every two weeks until a full time pastor could be called.

All of the young canﬁidat?'s activities nearly came to an end rather
suddenly, however. In September an epidemic laid nearly eiE;;gg inhabitants
of his village low. Two men died, including one member. Sievers himself
was dangerously ill for a month, but recovered under the ministrations of
Frankenmuth's Dr.Kochvto be installed by Pastors Craemer and Graebner
on October 31,1948,

Reports from the other congregations for the year 1848 were somewhat
more cheerful. Frankentrbst, a sizable little village of 30 families or
102 souls, was thriving. Graebner had baptized fiye. confirmed two. Each

day he held services in his dwelling, which had a room neatly arranged as
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a church, with 9 benches, an altar and a sulpit. Some land was cleared

and corn and potatoes were planted in good black earth. The site had a
decided advantage over Frankenmuth in its pure well water. Crmemer,how-
ever, also gave a good account of his congregation's condition (XK.I.
1848,10). Guite accustomed to the climate now, the peonle were leading

a sound German church life, uninfluenced by the EZnglish customs and
errors of their neighbors in Tuscola. Thextwo pastors were thus confident-
1y =ble to leave their charzes for a brief trip to the Synod assembly in
St.Louie that summer,

With the beptism of the 19th child, the mission too was carrying on
its work in a commendable manner. Since the arrival of Teacher Pinkenank,
most of the native children attended bothy their own school =and the Ge{Fan
institution at Frsnkenmuth, where they lecrned to sing German songs and
read the catechism, The mission school was Craemer's greatest joy. "ie who
beholds all of this with sympathetic eyes must rejoice over it from the
bottom of his heart =nd thank God that ie has made us worthy %o be tools
of His mercy for theseﬁ;;or children", hecwrote (liaver,p.53). But the
work among the tribes themselves faced a more hazardous existence. Godless
Indian agents tried to influence the Indisns against the Lutherans by lies
and thrests. Their allies in this mesn business were :the lMethodists, who
used every excuse to slander the missionaries. Finally, through the inter-
cession of a Goé?earing agent, .the redskins were partially reconci%;?;ﬁ:nd
regular visits were made to tribes on the Swan, Cass, Pine, =nd Belle River.
Missionary Baierlein, still a Dresden man but not unwilling fto join the
Missouri Synod, proved to be of inestimable assistance to Craemer in the
mission school, By August, 1848, Chief Pemasike on the Pine River gave

hié permission to the missionary to erect a schoolhouse there and instruct

the old and young of his tribe. Through the interpreter Baierlein preached

them



Page 74 -

a sermon to about 70 of them that fall. With the aid of six Frankenmmth
men a Flwellin:g was built for the missionary and his wife, =nd the new
station, Bethany or "House of Poverty", became the chief mission post.
Auch in Sibiwaiing reported less success because of the interfe-ence of
the liethodists.

Loehe's resume of the year in the "litteilungen”™ (184E,10) had
every rizht to sound exultant:™ Thus now a fine beginning has been made...

We amcknowlédge:-it/openly thst we recognize that region of Michigen where

our colonies are prospering as a very fitting place of refuge (Zufluchts-
ort) for the German element." Although he still masintained that "we have
sought to entine not a single merson who is now in America, either by fine
speech or deception, to his emigration-determination...we have dissuaded
many, persuaded none” (K.l1.1848,10); yet he frequently expressed his happi-
ness that $ofmany colonists desired to 561n6 his projects. He therefore had
arranged in 1848 for a candidate to be stationed in Bree"}la.verj that the
prospective colonists might recelve spiritual ministration and experienced
advice for emigration.

The year 1849 was a critical one for the Indian missions. With no
roads and gmch adverse weather, the pastors found it difficult to minister
'Eo their red-skinned friends. Stumbling into the stations, they never knew
what sort of reception would be accorded them. Sometimes theytfibes were
out roaming the forests, or they were stupified by the drinks obtained
from whiskey—sellera/ who plied their trade among them, In his Bethany
blockhouse Balerlein held services for about 40 stolid Indisns, who sel-
dom revealed the results of his preaching. The children were more respon-
give. Christmas of 1848 was celebrated in the scinool with 19 native
youngsters singing the old hyms in their own language. The missionary
had managed to translate these, a read;ﬂthe catechism, the New Testament,

and portions of the psalms &nd Ia:iah into their tongue, Rnﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂelped
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his work considerably. By the beginning ot 1849 he could number some

20-24 pupils as the nucleuns of a ruture Bethany congregation. When -ﬂ.ve

of them announced themselves ready for baptism, Craemer performed the

rite on January 18, bringing the total baptized to eleven, The first
adult, who was the chieft's daughter, was not prepared until the end of

the year. Since the church-p=rsonage, which had been usefuntil this

time, began to prove too small, Balierlein, without money but relying on
God's providence, built a log church adjojning his dwegling. He was

quite proud of it, for it boasted six windows, a tower, an altar, a
pulpit, and even a 104 pound bell in a nearby tree = all at the cost of
3230. Twice each Sunday the Indians were summmoned to services by the
bell, once on .ednesday, once o:: Fridayd as# eacih morning and evening
devotions were condutted here. Whereas the services had previously been
marred by the chattering of the Indian women, the nlaying of the children,
and the smoking of the men, now a reverent attitude was displayed, as
Baierlein led them through Loehe's own order »f service in the Indian
language. With Christian worship, Christian baptisms, weddings, and
funerals influencéng them, the Indians becrme more steble in thelr living,
forsook their magic, their whiskey, and their goming to culiivate the
land in a civilized manner.

At the end of lMay, 1849, Craemer, Sievers, and Baierlein 1s& journeyed
to Fort Wayne for the Synod meeting. Concerning this assembly of 36 pas-
tors and 12 delegates Sievers later wrote to Loehe (July 31,1849):"What
streggth I took along from this synod for my official and faith life I
cannot tell you, worhhy friend.™ Here the Board of Heathen Ligsions
recommended the mi ssion at Frankenmuth and surrounding territory to Synod's
care. "In spite of very adverse circumstances, both internal and external,

the station by God*'s nrotection and.gsistance has not only held its own
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but has become more firmly established and has even spread out. Its in-
fluence now extends to three bands and may shortly resch a fourth" (C.H,I.
Qe »11,4,100f). Craemer's school now numbered about i7, some having followed
Baierlein to Bethany. Several Indisns had begun to settle into the agricul-
tural life of Frankennmt-h also, The Synod therefore decided to request
Loehe and the Dresden Iligssion Society for permiﬂssion to take over the

> L5 "'
mission in llichigan, That same year the llissouri Board received a document

af Leipyiy (e Dresdan grouph swccassor)

signed by the Collegbdum of the Societuand Pastor Loehe, formslly trans-
ferring the station to the Synod. Loehe "did not offer the tlightest ob=-
jection to this suggestion since he had long regarded the station as the
property of Synod."™ The German brethren stipulzted, however, that the
Bethany station be included, and asked for frequent reports from Baier-
lein snd the Frankenmuth mission, "liay the merciful God and Father of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ give to the German Lutheran stations in
Hichigen grace and His richest blessing, for the sake of Jesus Christ!
Loy He vouchsafe to them, in the Synod of liissouri, Ohio, & Other States,
a wise and strong nmurse; =nd may He prosper what Synod undertakes for the
benefit of the heathen! Ameni™ (C.H.I.Q.,II,4,103)~ such was the statement
which severed a strong cord binding Loehe and his colonies. (KOTE FOUR)

Missionaries Baierlein and Auch, now dissatisfied with the Kichigan
Syhod, resigned and applied for membership in the lMissouri Synod. Their
exit from fﬁ&:g;}’e‘._i'gpw Synod so depleted its ranks, that President Schmidt r
conferred with the Saginaw pastors, returning from Fort Wayne, on theﬂl:tf:f:end-
er of Sibiwaiing and¥Shiboyailk;stations to Missourl also. The official
transfer was made shortly thereafter.

Meanwhile the colonies found 1849 a prosperous year. By this time

@
Frankenmuth had more than 38 dwellings and 175 souls, with §ts own floumand

i

gaW mill, a merchant, a physician (DR.Koch), and all necessities. When
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Synod's Vice President W.Sihler visited it, he praised it highly as a
model community. Yet ad éyewitness'commehtedz(Niéderlhébungen,p.?):“Fiank—
enmth is beautifull but still more be-ntiful is Frankentrost.” From the
first village to the second was a two-hour journey on a fairly serviceable
road. Here the houses were built in a row along the main street.. with the
church in the middle, ;.;resenting a very pretty sight to the traveller.,
At the beginning of 1849 there were more than 30 fauilies or 102 souls
in the village, most of whom were poor workers for the older settlements
and for Flint concerns — an influence Loehe did not like beczuse of its
characteristic English practices. The third colony, Frankenlust, was
having = more difficult time. Yhen the Danish blockade of German ports
shut of the stream of emigration, the little settlement seemed destineld
for a stunted growth. Nevertheless, its inhsbitants erected a new church
and parsonage, hoping for a better future. ™arthermore, rastor Sievers
was optimistic about Frankenlust's "daughter congregation™ in Saginaw
City. With 5125 at hand for bullding, he had purchased lots inzmesuitable
location for a church, "be:suse he was certain that here a German Lutheran
congregation could esteblish itself, and that many brethren in faith
would come here from the south of Michigan into this »roductive little
city” (Niederla-sungen, p.12).

5till thinking of Lo-ehe's contemplated "poor bridal colony", Sievers
in the spring of 1849 with Craemer's consent made a surprise move by p\fr-
chasing 1592.73 acres of new land for $1194. Loehe had known of the plan,
of course, for Craemer in correspondence with him (July 31,1848) had indi-
cated tlixere was a fine location between Tuscola and Frankentrost obtain-
able "for the purpose of a colonyf for poor bridal conples"w—dé=imy on the
w Cheboygen River. Since Sievers was able. to obtain it Whenyhe realized an

4 unexpected sum from the sale of a large plot of Frankenlust land, he acted
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ouickly. Loehe, recording his reamction in Eie&erlassungen. P.12f, remarked,
"Wle received the news first when all was finished; but because, apart
from this, we had become more courageous, we could give'ogr subseguent
approval with that mich more of a light heart.™ The i;;;gg;ing cepital™
was now in operation, and Loehe loo<ed sbout for tiose young couples who
wefe too poor to marry under Germaﬂ laws, warning that "it is not in the
nower of the backer of the plan to open an asylum full of poor peopnle; our
poor mist at least have as much as is necessary to be sble to obtain land
and position.," But they were welcome to property at low rates, to be re-
paid gt theirizonventenceyiDuring the spring of 1849 their leader, Candi-
date Ernst Ottmar Cloeter of Bayreuth, preceded them to serve Sievers as
rpastor vicarious™ in Saginaw City, where a congregation had beé%?ggéizlzed
since January 29, and prepare the way for the new colony of Frankenhilf.
With three settlements, a prospective fourth, a growing congregation
in Sazinaw, and active mission stations, Loehe could well remark that
"the Cerman-Iutheran c:lonization and church in the county of Saginaw hes
made a not wholly inbignificant beginning... This industrious life and
fqﬂéig;iion {Weben) of the Lutheran Church can have only a good influence
in that region, and we join thereto the hope, looking to the Father of
mercy, that the pastors snd teachers there will win one victory after
another" {Niederlassungen, p.14.15). Not only did Craemer and Sievers
now begin an"advertising campaign™ for their fine locales améngnthe
emigrents in Germany (cf.Niederlassungen p.15f), but Loehe himself
could not help pecoimmending the physical and spiritual advantages which

his foundations offered.
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VI, THE CRISIS BEGINS

The Weakening of the Chain

In his "litteilungen” of 1850 (no.1) Loehe expressed a prophecy
which ultimately e¢ame true inian unpredicted manner:"Thg colonization
and its spiritusl conduct (Leitung) is by far the most important point
for the Lutheren Church of North America: perhaps it will be recognized
in wider circles! Perhaps the hopes will rea;h fulfillment which we were
permitted to hold anno 1849! Perhaps, 1 say - for here we stand at a
matter, sn importent matter, whicp He alone can effect who turns the
hesrts as the waterbrooks.™

It was in 17850 that the first of two final links between Loehe and
the Saginaw Valley were forged. Like the second, it proved indirectly to
be the cause for the m;4xgnfﬁgﬁ qf the chain. But at this time Loehe still
had high hones. In the spring of this year several Eouples #f Franconian
and Swabian origin left Gerﬂany]@pril 19 (223} under the leadership of
Condidate Hermsn Kuehn to colonize the "poor bridal colony", Frankenhilf.
Arriving in New York lay 19, they proceeded to Detroit. Here the party
snlit up. Some were attracted by the opportunities of liichigan's largest
metropolis; others turned to friends in lionroe. The few who did reach
Saginaw County found the established colonies more to their liking than
the herdships of creating a new settlemgnt. As a result only the far-ily
of a refined gentleman named “ottlob Ammon, Swabian in prigin ( the other
coldnies were all Franconiang), .remained true to the original determina-
tion of the group. With the help of a few friends he began clearing a
plot of ground on the Frankenhilf site in June 1850, and, August 1, Pastor
Kuehn delivered a dedication sermon in the first dwelling.

Since the"colony"was small and poor, and Kuehn himself was sick_gnd

destitute, i1t was decided that hgﬁhould accept a call_elsewhere. Craemer
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served the Frankenhilf settlers until e third family came. An appeal
for a permanent pastor caused Loehe to send Pastor'J.Deindoerfer, vho
arrived in 1851 with a small addition to the settlement. On the second
Sunday in Advent, 1851, he held his first service, marking the beginning
of a new congregation. Though the site was atiractive, Frankenhilf never
did achieve its purpose as a "poor bridal colony". It was a disappointed
Loehe who had to admit (K.l.1851,3.4),"%e must for t.he time being drop
the thoughtof a poor colony." But he added, "Courage and wisdom are shovm
by our friends nevertheless in carrying out the same plan at.a different
plece, namely in the City of Saginaw,."

~.e referred to the start of the final Ssginaw Valley project - the
one which would mean the end of his activity in this territory. Cloeter,
"a man of unrecognized practical\ealent“, as Loehe deseribed him, was the
nromoter of the new scheme. He too admitted that he believed *"the founda-
tion of a poor colony in the woods for the moment out of the wuestion
and impossible.”™ The older colonles, after their hardest yeams were over,
deseribed backwoods life too romantically and ideaﬁisticéllj for the
enigrants, YWhen they were faced with a reality which involved carving
their homes out of an unvilling wilderness, they lost coursge and chosej
to build in the established communities. On the other hand, thought
Cloeter, labze, busy Saginaw had decided advantages for colonization.
Vhy could not settlements spring up sround it as suburbs? ls:*l?he city
itself, "if there is anywhere a suitable place for a popr colony, it
mast be Ssginaw.” With the help of the local congregation and the_'gagl:!a.w

poor R e &

Valley settlemants,a "Pilgerheus" or inn forAe:nigrants could be maintained.
advghtageously.

The idea was an old one with Loehe. Consul Fleischmann of Stuttgart,

: interested in the colonization of liichigan, had proposed erecting his owmn
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dedots for emigrants in the same manner. In his 1850,n0.10 "Hitteilungen”
Loehe outlined the "Pllgerhaus" plan in some detail. It was to provide a
temporary home st small cost fbvthe emigrants until they chose their
home sites, and womld include a hospital (Ssginsw Valley's tever was by
this time notorious), offer spiritual ministrations, snd atzord help in
divers manners., The new feature of his nlan was a seminary (laster, for
teachers) which would supply the region. Here the students could live
and gstudy under a rector, then do practical work among the coloniesz,

Beeides nsing the "House" as a depot tor Lutheran beoks and tracts, Loshe

70 aolel
hoped #e=add some time a school for boys and girls., At tﬁcfidg}kuﬁ;:ﬁad
- whole

figured on locating thg‘institution on a separate tectioncor lant near

the colomies, to be purchased with the "ﬁggﬁéfing cspital” and used for
building vwp the surrounding territory into snother comminity. But on the
advice of his American representatives, the last 1dea was dropped. Instead
Cloeter proceeded to search for a suitable location in Seginaw. Ileanwhile
Loehe, not quite satisfied with this city, inquired ot Rev.G.Schaller of
Detroit's Trinity Chur:h as to the posszibilites for founding such a
"Pildernaus™ in his city. When it was discévered that the cost there would
ue 25,000 florins, Loehe agreed that Saginaw, a natursl center of German
immigration, secmed best suited for the purnose.

In the summer of 185é a large frame hcuse was erected in this cit?
near the landing dock. To start the school Loehe se nt Hev. G.li. Gross—
mann (ordained aboard ship) with five students. It is significant that
in a letter to Walther the Neuendettelsau pastor added,"Thus then Cross—
mann and five students go to Saginaw with ihe express instructions,and
the direction for teacher and pupils to join the éynod of Hissouri in
the most intimate manner". The party arrived in July of that year, and

rthe first Protestant and first Lutheran teachers seminary in lorth
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America" begen in a store, the"House™ not being quite ready for occupancy.

Then snother of Loehe's dreams was frustrated. The "House™ did not
serve its purpose as an emigrsnt station, for newcomers fourd a welcome
with relatives and friends ntil they boughtithéir lots., Well might the
idealistic and hard-working pastor of Heuendettelsau cry out in exaspera-
tion,"Nothing has gone as we wanted it to go!™ Yet his added remark was
also true:"But all has gone in such a way that success and blessing

attended our work.,™

The Loss of a Link

Indisn mission work during this period was graduelly losing ground,
Reports on the aspect of his "fouindations" in the Saginaw Valley which
was nearest Loehe's heart were anything but encourasing. With the entrance
of Auch into the Missouri Synod, station Sibiwaiing came under its super-
vigion also. It consisted of B0 acres of land, a dwelling, and a school-
house with €-16 pupils. The neighborhood contained sbout 100 Indians (IESOX
unchristisnized and noor nrosnects, Despite Auch's hard werk they per-
sisted in their bestial pagan orgies, At Shiboyank Liissionary laier, now
also under Synod's direction, had gathered sbout 40 souls to his six acres
of land. Kcsmall church erected there on August 30,1850 Beemed to have
little effect on the wicked life ot the surrowdpding tribes., When h$;§%g§ped
in 1850 (18517) , the congregation, though sufiering a serious blow, exhib-
ited its love for the Gospel by calling upon Synod's Board for help. Auch
finally accepted their cell, and he troincd his assistant Roeder to care
for the Sibiwaiing station. Entrenched in a new bdockhouse in the setile-
ment, he courageously resisted attacks Inbarnal and external at the hands

of fanatics, a former interpnreter, and a slandering former ﬁsltstant. Sinkc,

lieanwhile, Rodder condiicted school and tried to build the nucleus of a

. congregation at Sibiwaiing, but the viws¥on had to be sbandoned 1853,
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Attempts to hold Shiboyank were futile also. Since the Indians were
Moving away, Synod in 1853 decided to ask the remaining few people %o
join the Bethany station. They were made suspicious of their old friend,
liissionary Auchlby the llethodists and others, however, and the whole
tribe rejected Christianity despite Auch's tearful admonitions. The
missionary was then called to the little congregation of Germsn settlers
=2t Sibiwaiing.

It had been the frequently expressed hope of the missionariez and
of Loehe that the Indian stations would serve as settleuent sites for
immigrants, Thes perhampsithechnatives could profit by the Christisn example
of their white brothers., But it is doudbtful if such a plan would have
been feasible., Croemer's Indian school had a sickly sppearance around
this time, and it die¢ when he left Frankenmuth for Fort Wayne. The only
station which had real hopes of survival seemed to be Bethany = & purely
Indisn congregation for many years. Althougi: the whiskey-sellers tried
to divert his neople, Baierlein gathered 15-20 Indians in 1851, s5lus
©=10 ehildren for his school. With the aid of asslatanf Eiiies3Iefihe
built it up to 50 souls in 1852, Then the station received a mortal blow.
Bajierlein, who was serving in lMichigan only until place could be made
for him as a missionary to India, was recalled to his original duty by
the Leipzig lission Society in 1853.To accept the call was difficult
under the circumstsnces, But Liiessler was now about ready to assume full
charge, and Baierlein reluctesntly departed May 19, to the great grief of
his faithful Indisns.

The new missionary was more fortunate than his brethren at other
stations. His people were acquainted with the Old and New Testaments in
their own tongue, as well aérgﬂurch prayers and hymms. He had a log

church and parsonage worth about $1100, snd a congrezation of 60 sovls.
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Synod in 1853 decided furthermore to give him Roeder as aasistant.:;h-
large the station with more land to prevent the encroachment of civiliza-
tion, anq:ﬁoncensrnte its support in Bethany. By way of pious celebration,
the conzresation held its first comminion service that Christmas,

By 1854 this station was the only one left., With the abandonment of
Indian work at Sibiwaiing, Béfhsny'too,doclined. Hopes that several prom-
ising youths could be trained for work among théir owm peoplé were disar—
\rointed.Indian agents prejudiced the congregation agains$ their pastor,
while lMethodist half-breeds confirmed the sinners in their wickedness.
llany prospective members, seeing the general falling away of sé@alled

Christians, changed their minds, Because Iiiessler could no longer afford

to distribnte gifts as Baierlein had done, he lost his neonle's confiderce.
For a time there seemed to be an upturn in %$he station®s forpunes, but
the Indians gredually réturned to their old habits and morals., In 1859

the United States government gave the coup-de=grace, when it ordered all

Indians without legal title to move to Isabella County 25 miles away.
Althongh the Bethany Indians each had a parcel of ground 3uU-40 acres

larze, they did not ovm the title. Consequently, with some reluctance

the whole congrezation moved, leaving lliessler an empty schoolhouse and

a handful of members as mementoes of his arduous efforts. An attempt

was made to orgsnize the former Bethany wmembers at lit.Pleasants, in
Isabelly County, but it failed very shortly. In 1868 the station at Bethan,
vas formally abandoned also.

With the Iossrofrtheforiginal purnose for which Loehe had undertaken
the Saginaw Valley colonization foundationz, thé Neuendettelsau "inter-
national missionsry™ began to lose interest in his projects. The biame can
be nlaced on natural conditionsy on the advent of the white men with
their worldliness, greed, and exnloitation; on the dastardly insidiousness

F
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of the liethodists; and on the moving of the tribes., Whatever the causes
of the downfall of Indian missions, fﬁﬂﬁﬂg‘iﬂsponsible also for severing

a strong link which had once bound the colonizer with his colonies,

Tension oA the Ties

- ar

Loehe once wrote (K.J.1T53,12) that with the surrender of his Saginaw
stations to the Liissouri Synod, something died between him and his projects.
This was largzely true, for when lis supervision became unnecessary, the
heart went out of his gifts and supzort. The colonies themselves were
beginning to live indevendently of their founder.

when Craemer was called away from Frankenmuti, Loehe's sffections
became still more strained. But, even if he felt that some one else would
heve filled Craecmer's new office just as well, the talents of the gifted
colony pastor were needed in Fort VWisyne. The prsctical seminary there,
wiich Loehe men had began with the separation from Dhio, and which was
taken over by lMissouri in lﬁ47. needed a man to take the place of the
decessed Prof. A.Woltér in 1849. Crremer was proposed as a candidate in
llarch,1550. The five yesrs of his faithful and consecrated service at
Frankenmith had won him an adiding nlace in the lSve of his peonle. For a
long time, therefore, they were reluctant to let him go. Because of his
excellent acquaintance with the Indian tongue, his pastorate in Frankens-
muath was especially valusble. But, acceding to the will of the Lord, they
released him, and in November, 1850, he left a sorrowing consreg-tion for
Fort Wayne. In his place Pastor Karl August Vilhelm Roebbelen of Liver-
pool, Ohio, was installed liay 2, 1851. Also a Loehe man, he was a deeply
spiritual psstor and a powerful preacher, with an infinite knowledge of
the Word and capacity for prayer. At this time the Indian school was

dropped at Frankenmuth, and, because Roebbelen was a sickly man, the
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daily morning and evening devotional exercises were replaced with
morning services on Wednesdathnd Fridays. Hendering mich needed
assistance to the siling pastor were Teachers Pinkepank and Flessa.

The outward develonment of Frankenmth went on rapidly. In the
fall of 1846 there had been little over 100 souls in th; settlement;
in 1847 there were 153 (48 voters, 25 white school children,2] Indian-
children); in 1848 the nurber increased to 203 souls (60 votersd; in
1852 records showdd 345 souls (95 voters; 42 school children). The old
blockhouse church, now much too small, gave way in 1852 to a frame build-
ing 74x40x24 feet, simdle and unadorned, yet the first churchly edifice
in the settlements. By 1859 the souls numbered 860, so that an organ
could be afforded. The town itself during Roebbelen's first years com-
prised some 80 blockhouses, and a Tew frame buildings. The inhabitants
now had mills, three merchants, Itsiown post office, zood streets, and
comﬂunicﬁtion with Bridgeport by plank road. On January 3,1854 the
Frankenmuth citizens organized as a towdmship, elected George Schmidt
supervisor, and A.Rsnzenberger clerk. At this time, too, the villaje
moved a mile away from the church to center itselr about the busy little
mill and dam,

Frankentrost, not so scattered as its sister congregation but un-
deniably poorer, grew in netural and physical strength also. Organized as
a tovmship in 1851 to obtain a road to Saginaw tfrom the state, i. next
year (1852) added to its churchly prestige byierecting a 28x4u foot
blockhouséréiurch edifice., On Sundays,festivals, and each morining and
evening the worshippers were summoned here by the sound of a horn, so
that, though poor in material wealth, the congregation was rich spiritnally
under the ministrations of Rev.Graebner. In October,1853, the latter

accepted the third call extended to him by St.Peter's Church,Roseville,
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lichigan, and nnother tie to Neuendettelsau was broken. Succedding him,
Pastor H.Dicke of a new private settlement called Amefith, was installed
Feb.8,1854 by Bastors Roebbelen, Sievers, and Cloeter.

Frankenlust, Loehe's favorite colony, had been called by him (lleueste
Hachrichten) "the most signiticant among the Franconian colonies without
dounbt, as concerns the ontlook of the future =shd the location,” It bodsted

) 2Bx24 feet,
ot a modest little church, dedic=ted foritheruseioct tHeil6 Frankenlust
honseholds on Kov.21,1849 as "St.Paul's Lutheran Church", Sievers, who
had receivéd a call to Saginaw but decided to remain with his conzregation,
still served its needs faithfully. With some of the most beauntiful land

of the region obtainable at 32.50 per acre, the~s3tilement attracted more

and better colonists during the early '50's than did the other sites. By

1851 it vonsisted of more than 30 housebolds and 24 dwellinzs, In 1854 the

number had grown to 50 households,

Frankenhilf, last of Loehe's Saginaw Valley colonization projects,
now numbered 12 families (1852) and was testing its owm wings preparatory
to independence. In Neueste Nachrichten, p.14, Loehe said,"It was origin-
ally intended to become a place of refuge for poor Franconians, Hence the
name. The present pastor also will in no way take hold of the thought of
its being a "poor colony”." Under "the present pastor", Deindoerter, it
was really a Swabian settlement, now so prosperous as to be contemplating
its own c?u}ch. for which 40 acres of land had been pucdhased at $33.Two
gserious calamities threatened it, however. One was the contlict which
disturbed the congregation when Deindoerfer and a few Frankenhilt settlers
left for Iowa in Seotember, 1853. The other was the proximity of Cheboygen,
a godless colony of 20225 familes from Weetphalia. Hevertheless, through
the ministry of Roebbelen, then through fﬁtnmgzggﬂgtor'Dieke. Frankenhilt

carried on creditably, so that by 1854 it comoprised 20 jtuﬁhﬁﬁamitiea.
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Cptimism seemed to be the prevailing spirit in two other projects
which came under the supervision of the Loehe men at this time., At Amelith,
an independent effort undertsken by Sievers' father-in-law,”Bergrath”Koch
of Braunschwéig, a blockhonse had been erected asnd a mill begun for the
immigration which the sponeor anticipated. The settlement, spread over
500D ascres, had a road and several settlers already in 1052. It was M-
I13och’s; hope to make this colony particularly attracfive to married
conples,whether they were members of the church or not. In this respect
Amelith differed in its essential purpose from all the other colonies,
which had been founded to further missio:s or pé;erve Lutheranism among
the emigrants from Germany, Zut, through Koch'!s advertising booklet of
1851, "Die deutschen Colonien in der Naehe des Saginaw Flusses", the
sbttlement grew to 30 familes in 1854, snd was well served for a time by
Rev. & Dicke, later pastor of Frenkenhilland Franfentrat. .

Although Amelith indicated a decided trend away from the plans and
purnoses of Loehe, the congregation at Ssginaw City was nelither in nor
out of them, It just grew. Frankenlust's Sigvers,iargely responsible for
its splendid prohress in his two years of bi-weekly visits, telt constrain-
ed to decline its call because his colony necded special attention, But
the Saginaw church, larger than Frankenlust already in 1850, had to have
its own pastor, and én Novemder 30,1849 Cloeter was installed here.

Such was vhe status or the Loehe roundations and their ofrspring in
the Saginaw Valley that Diehlmanm, a theoolugical visitor, wrote liay 21.1859:
"In churchly sspect these colonies indéﬁ have gfgreat advantage over our
congregations in Germany...Such congregations which have placed themselves

on the basis of the Lutheran confessions, are, because this took place out

J

.

.
1

of free conviction, very lovely witnesses of churchly lite and churchly

ordinances; they obey the Word for the Word's sake, for here throughout
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no external governmental force rules.” The region had become a rallyingin:
point for German Imtheran immigrants, Like a bulwark it stood out against
the unionism snd Reformed practices of the day, offering serious-minded
Lutheran people the invalnabge advantages of German Imtheran theology

and spiritually -inclined neighbors. Ofihis &chievement Loehe was very
proud, But if the year 1850 began auspiciously in an aura of high hopes
for the lleuendettelsau pastor, the succeeding months impressed him ever
more surely that times had indeed changed. YWith the passing years one
after ancther of those factors which necessitated a close commnion be-
tween Loshe snd his American "Pfarreskinder™ was removed. Withdrawihgrto
the!reminiscences’of~days ‘that-wére:and would never be again, Loehe could

well remark with a sad yet vportentious sone, "It is no more as in 1843."

VII;THE PARTING OF THE WAYS

At the Crossroads

There were more than just natural causes behind the gradusl separa-
tion ot Loehe and his American roundations. Pastor and "people" held def-

: MpTrcularly
Initehndifrerent views of certain eternal verities, These were the ofrice

of the ministry and the confessions.

That such a divergence on important Lutheran tenets could hav@firlsun
at 2ll is surprising enough. In his instructions to the very first of the
colonists Loehe emphasized the necessity of ptandtng'flrm on Luther and
the Book of Concord, even if he himself fegl away. From his theological
and pedagogical candidates he exacted the promise:"Should another convic-
tion1::;: to you in some point - which God forbid - then you will apply

{ yourself with all earnestness and industry to arrive at the foundation

of truth, and you will lay down your office of the ministry if you have
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sought in vain to show your agreement again with our Concordia” (Mayer,
p.65). So seriously did the early settlers take this admonition that
éven the Frankenmuth bell with its "Concordia (1580)" inscription pro-
claived their loyalty to the Imtheran confessions every time it rang,
“hen the Loehe men were studying the possibility of union with the
Saxons in Llissouri, their old teacher vrote in. 1846:"Unity on the basis
of the Concordia of 1580 is the chief thing™; and he assured them that
they nad "full liberty to join with the Missouri Synod", adding that he
would do likewise were he in America (llayer,p.66). At first he had no
comment to make on the constitution of the new Synod, which he printed
in the "llitteilungen”™ of 1847,n0.7.8. Nor did he raise objections to
the congregational constitutions of his colonies (XK.I.1848,11.12), ;hich
were approved by ftha Synod.

But his true opinions had either not yet been formulated clearly
or were reserved in the background until he felt the time for their
expression had come, Certain it is that in his writings of the early
1840's peculiar statements sppeared at intervals. His private correspond-
ence became especinlly frank from 1848 on, for Sievers said in a letéer
of July 31,1849:"I know you are not satisfied with the democratic element
of the constitution, as you call it; but I must confess that in the light
of Holy Seriptures, namely Acts, I do not know what I should reject of
the grounds of an organizationg such as this iiissouri Synod is." Thia
same yearL;:J;ublished his "Aphorisms concerning the New Testament offices
and their relation to the congregationh. in which his departure from the
confessional basis of these points became apparent. Regarding the Missourl

expressed

Synod situation he wgz#e (X.}1.1850,8)his regret that "no pastor is sure
of his congregation.™ The principle of the Lutheran Church in America

"which pains us most™ was "this all-too-great mobility (Beweglichkeit)
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in the churchly sitiation, which hinders so very much the buiﬁling of

a sure and solid churchly institution...In Shat they (lio.Syncd) derive

the office (i.e. of the ministry) from the spiritual priesthood of 211
Christians and recognize a nower transfefred by the congregstion and so
teach, they themselvesilay in the hands of their congregations that
democratic superiority which is never good (ni-mals taugt)"™ (ib.). He
feared that then if the sheep could depose and reject their shepherd,

they would become shepherdless despite any number of faithful shepherds,
"The strong intermixing of democratiec, independent, and congregational
principles in their (Zlo.'s) constitution is doubtful and deplorable,” he
felt (ﬁbenczer.p.lSD). Adcustomed to a state church in Germany and very
dependent on the ministérial emissaries for the success of his American
work, he was inclined to believe the assertion of the universal priesthood
nf all believers was "amerikanische Poebelherrschaft", He thus denied

the privileges of- the Office of the Keys to sall Christians:“%he trans-
ference by the congregation of its rights to a pastor called to gdminister
them.While refusing to admit that the office of the minsiry is derived
from the -piritual nriesthood of all believers, he argued that the Church
as a whole, not the individual congregation is the means of the Lord's
call, This led him a step farther. Ordination seeﬁed to him more than a
church ceremony attesting the validity of the call. And another step was
inevitable. liissouri's stand, he had to admit, was orthodox. "That which
in tonductingithé congreggtiontiisidemocraticsincthe life of the congrega-
tion, is guarded with the authority of Luther and tihe symbols,”he sald
(X.},1850,11), though he felt obvious disadvantages in this course were
being overlooked., ¥uch as he "honored the grymbols and Luther", he ex-
pressed regret that he had not fought against that which he thought was

wrong in the lo.constituthon from the very begin.ing (K.K.1850,11). A
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little later he revealed theiposition this stand forced him te take.

To him the pevelationsof truth was not wholly complete, so that no
church could cleim doctrinel completeness. The Imtheran confessions were
therefore not binding in every instance., Besides these departures from
Iiissouri's posifions hé-recognized in a sermon on Phil,.3,7=11 the hope
of a first resurrection and a millenium (Xirchliches Handlexikon,212).

Desnite hls differences, Loehe was willing at first to abide "as
in opposition, so also in love and peace” with liissouri and his men in
that Synod. liatters became more serioms in 1851. Through the "Iutheraner™
published by Valther in St.Louls as liissouri's officisl organ, the contro-
versy was described,with the correctness of the Synod's stand and the error
of Loche's clearly outlined. Since by this time Loehe was being called
"Hetzer™ in American Lutheran circles (K.1.1851,3.4), President Viyneken,
Vice P:csidunt Sihler, a.:d other Loehe men engaged their benefector in
earnest correspondence, secking to.settle the trouble "in such a way as
was heart-winaing and a testimony of grace," as Loehe said. But he was
insistent that "it depended ohly on our brethren themselves on the other
side?ng;h:;e old relationships, @hrified snd made:firm through the trial
of a doctrinal controversy,should continue furtner or not". Hoping that
the matter would be smicably settled, he was réady:: to carry on the work
he had been doing in llichigan and the liid-west in conjunnetion with the
Synod,

As a sincere effort to solve the difficulties, liissouri at its 1850
convention invited Loehe to attend the next year's assembly in Milwaukee.
When he was unable to appear, Synod .expressed its approval of Walther's
*Kirche und Amt" articles and decided to send the latter and VWyneken to

conter with Loehe personally in Germany. The commission arrived in Ham-

burg September 12, just when Deindoerfer was preparing to lead Loehe's




Page 53

last mission group to liichizan. At the conference with the Neuendettelsau
pastor on October 7,1851, the commission found him a humble, God-fearing
man, pleased with their coming and anxions to help eftect a satisfactory
econclusion to the déntroversy., Of this meeting Walther reported in the
"Lutheraner™ that although some points etill remsined unsettled, "still
we can assure the desr readers now already with joyful con:idencelthat a
oneness in trnth and love has been reached through God's clemency and
grace". le felt that "we have again in him the old intercessor, not only
before God but also before men; the bond is again dravm closer." Similar
exoressions on the part of Loehe seemed to indicate #lipérmanent post-
nonement °f the threatening separation. But ominous clouds of diseension

£till hovered over the relationship between Loehe ani the Synod.

A Diff'icult Farewell

The many Lutherans ot Saginaw Valley who had been benefitted by
Loeiie were hanpy that peace seemed again restored. They turned with inter-
est therefore to the activity of Loehe's men in Ssginsw City. It was here,

5 > TS
where the ieachers seminary was just getting established that the dJas¥scese
of the sad lit-le drama waz ewachii,

There were marked differences between this undert=king snd the other |
Iiichigan projects. From Its 1nceptioﬂ it had been under the supervision

of the Bsvarian Society indtead of that in Dresden and Leipzig, Loehe's

evnlicit instructions were that the institution should not be given over

to Ilissouri unfil a lastinz agreement was made in the controversy. Iﬁuaiag
oxa®», Loehe felt th;t with the surrender of his nther nrojects, his in-
fluence yad been almost entireély discounted. And there the seminary stood -
a tangible protest to the lMissourian position. Significantly, its direct-

or, Grossmann, refused to join the Synod. "To him,"said Loehe (X.li.1853,

12),"the difference, seen frop its practical results, appeared too great,




Page 54

g0 that he with an onposite conviction could not fit himszlf into the
wholé Synod asla teacher.™ lis close associate, Pastor Deindopfer of
Frankenhilf, had Decome a memver in 1852, but heltog,soon found his
orinions opposed to Synod's stand. The third of the little group of
pastors especinlly interested in the seminary was Pastor Cloéter. who

not only served as instructor for a time but was the spiritual guide

of the school. Vhen, however, he realized thatthiaitwé co-workers followed
strictly in Loehe's doctrinal footsteps, he withdrew his services at

the institution.

An snomalous situation now arose. ilere were Deindoerter and Grossmsnn,
called in the midst of the Saginaw pastors widibsundras brethren in the
faith, et holding divergent views on importsnt doctrines and not belonz-
inz to the ssme parent body. In order that unity might be restored, the
ilissourl pastors invited Loehe's men.to discuss their »nosition in the
spring conference of 1853. But "they deslared they could only then live
with ue (lioc.) in complete church feldowship, when their opinions with
regard to the differences in the teaching of our :Synod and the statements
made by Pastor Loehe in his new ™Aphorisms" would be taken up (anfgehdbe:)“
( ie Stehen Wir, p.6). In reply the lissouri men stated that their object-
ing friends should not be bound by a "new euthority™ but by the symbolical
bnoks., Love and Christian church ordinance demanded that brethren of one
faith in one place should unite. Therefore, the Loehe men, not the Hiss&ﬁri
pactors, faced the prospecty§ ™ eitiier of accusing us of a false teaching
or cominz with us in church concord (Kirchenverband) on the basis of
the symbolical books.”" It was recommended that the differenceé be debated
at the next meeting,

The simplest soldition would have been to have the Loehe men visit

the next Synodical convention in Cleveland, Since nelther of the two men
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went, however, Synod sent its President Vyneken to Saginaw. He at once
delved into the matter publicly and »rivately, but "the one fruit was
hat they recognized they were able to remain in our region onlr if

they attached .themselves to our Synod" (Wie Stehen Wir,p.7). Wynelen
then wrote to Loehe that he would either have to surrender the seminary
to the Synod or give it up; under present circumstances it had to be
considered schismatic, The "entweder-oder" irked Loehe, and he seriously
considered a separation at last.

lleanvhile, at neither the Frankenlust conference thst snmmer nor
tne later meeting in Saginaw City would Grossmann and Deindoerrer appear
for discussion on Scriptursl grounds., They were awaiting Loehe's wishes,
He had been in close contact with Grabam the previous year, but, while
the latter's Butffalo Synod held a position on the controverted questions
gsimilar to his own, he believed it went too far toward episcopalisnism,
Consequently, yielding to the insistence of his two lichigan representa-
tives, he reluctantly assented to a definite break with Missouri, On Aug-
ust 4,1853 he penned his farewell message to the Saginaw Valley pastors
Of the liscourl Synod. Avriving just when they were in conference at Sag-
inaw, itta;:;;:gq;ting climax to a swiftly moving series of events. Loehe
had written it on paper rimmed in black, "becsuse this letter is in another
gense a sort of farewell and death letter (Sterbebrief) for me." And its
tone was indeed funereal. "Today,"he began,’not my heart but my hand teskes
leave of the colonies." His feelings toward them were the same; he was
still anxious to extend his affectionate blessing. But he hoped "that no
misfortune may come upon you on account of your wrong, unholy, and ill
conduct toward us," Perhaps becsuse they had different.taanhera now, they

could afford to reject the admonition of their old master. Nevertheless,

he accused them of inverting the expression "cujus regio, ejus religio,"
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for they would not grant fellowship to his men, although they agreed in
the chief points, Wistfully, Loehe pointed out that they hed tsken his
support, his scholars and people and money ="now we can move on.” But,
"when we finish our work, that does not mean wé will not exhibit love
and faithfulness toward you any longer...Your temporal and eternal wi}l-
being will be dear to us...All that a heart full of compassion g#;k;?%elity
toward you can inspire, we shall do; but our mission work among you is
at an end.” In parting he bestuwed his benediction:"Peace be with you

(pastors) snd your congregations. The Lord and His Spirit destroy in

you all thet upon which He frowns and give you what pleases Jim,"

With'all ties completely severed, he nad hoped that his men could
contimue working side by side with liissouri activities. But this was
obviously impossible., iiis men turned their faces toward Iowa - a region

where lilssouri had not as yet established itself, While Grossmann made

preparations to move his school, Deindoerfer returned to Frankenhilf,

The situation here was confusing. Some time previously Loehe had decided

to turn the whole remaining "colonization capital™ into Frankenhilf's
t”°ﬂFﬂwﬂtreasury. to be used for the aid of immigrants as a "idilfscapital™. Fur-
thermore, the congregation here was not yet a member of Synod. The pastor,
encouraginé tiiem to follow the new Loche migration, discovered the majority
sentiment favored remaining with the other colonies and llissouri.Cnly
the originnl settler, Gottlob Ammon, =nd a few familEes were ready to
move with the pastor. Deindoerfer resigned his position and together wiih
Ammon made a tour of inspection in Iowa, determining upon St.Sebald as
the new colonization center,

’
The Ugggég;iagcoapital“ was liquidated then, the "Pilgerheus®sold,

and at the end of September, 18535, twenty-colonists, including two of

the seminary students and ‘Pastors Grossmann and Da#aoerfer. left for
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Detroit on their way to Iowa. With the departure of the party by boat,
the work of Loehe in the Ssginaw Valley was formally completed. It was
just eleven years since his first emissaries had embarked by ship for
his initial American labors. In the "Mitteilungen" of 1853,n0.8, he
fittingly closed a great chapter in American Lutheran history: "We are
a society for immer mission,™ he told his readers."The mission is not
something permenent; it is like o pilgrim, VWhen it has established its
blessing at one pla'e, i1t moves on and carries that blessing alsclto
other regions...llow we are throuzgh in Saginaw; therefore we travel on..
Cur Saginaw seminary, our colonization capital will wander,...%od bless
Saginaw-land! God bless our brethren, our emigrated church-children and
church~zoers, the noble congrezations and pastors! Xay they grow into
many thousand times thousand, snd prosper in the Dlessing of God, until

the Lord comes?! Amen."

Despite iis ultimate drift from true Lutheran orthodox¥, the value
of the service of Wilhelm Loehe to the Luthiran Church of America is
inestimable, de was the first to approach the problem of ILutheran emigra-
tion in a systematic ana satisrasctory manner, His emissaries preselved
the ILutheran heritage in abritical period or laxity and godigss tendenikes,
Thronzh the contessionalism of his punils first steps were taken foward
the organization ot the Hissouri Synod. inc many of the names which are
written lsrze in the pages of American Lutheran history could only have
appeared, humanly speaking, through hi; efforts,

It was in the Saginaw Valley, hovever, that Loehe's inftluence was

felt most deeply. If state historical records speak admiringly of the

conservatism, thrift, and good citizenship of these settlements, it is
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becruse such princinleswere instilled by Loehe., If Synodical reports
recommend in word and figure the unstinting susport, the »niety, and the
charchly-mindedness »f these congrezations, it is becafse tlie seed which
Lokhe sowed bore frnit., If the very histories of/the colébnies record a
stubborn allegiance to the Lutheran symbols, even when Loehe .himse'!.t‘
joined opposing ranks, it is because he taught them to abide faithtul to
the Serintures and the confessions.

A scparstion ¥, of course, hads/to-céme.lhe growing independence of

apparant Loehe's

the Saginaw Valley projects, the failure of almost every one of Az pious
nlans, and his own chanced attitude toward the fundamental bezis upon
which the colonies were built, made the parting of the ways inevitable.

But the noble reality to which his high idenlism was reduced under God's

mysterious Providence must be credited to Loehe. His propheey in parting

wasg:™withont doubt the llissouri Synod will have on the northernmost bound-

ary its finest stations" (X.17.1853,8). The genéeralifulfillmenteof that

prophecy todsy stands as a lasting tribute to the prophet.
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HOTES

One,paze 7 - Maver calls Craemer a candidate of theology. The

lote

Jahrbuch names him candidate of philology.

m,

Two, page 11 — June 9 given by Detzer. Craemer is evidently in

Note

error when he calls the landing date June 12 in a
letter of June 12,1846 to Loche, for the chronology
would be considerably upset with the latter reckoning.

Three, paze 22 - The Concordia Historical Institute's copy of this

liote

letter is datcd January 18,1847, but according to
Deinzer's comments it ic really the answer to Ctaemer's
letter of January 17,1847.

Sa AL P

E
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Ilote

Four, pace 36 - At this time the maintenance: reguirements of. the.
stations were: 3217 for Frenkenmuth (3150 for the inter-
preter); 3242 for Bethany for halt a year. Total annual
cost was $918. At the recéiptost the document of trans-
fer Synod suthorized a letter of acknowledgement and

expressed the hope that Loehe would contiwue hisi%unnorT-

Five, paze 56 - According to K.li.1853,12, Loehe believed t1e "cqpttal'

was no longer¢ needed in Saginaw County colonization bdbut
would serve as a helping fund for newccmers in Franken-
hilf, When the separation came, he hoped to concentrate
his men and support at Frankenhilf. Although he believed
he had a special righv wo this colony, his adkisers con-
cluded it lsy in liissouri's sphere of influence and be-
longed properly to the Synod.
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