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febr in ben BVorbergrund, und e8 wimmelt in ihren Predigten formlich
bon Unefdoten qus ihrem eigenen [eben. Ein guter Prediger Balt
iiberhaupt bas redjte Maf in diefer Sadje inne. Er Gauft die Exempel,
Bilder und Gleidyniffe nidht fo, baB man die Hauptjade, bad Schrifts
toort, bariiber aus den Augen verlicrt. Durd) gu biel bildlidhe NRede
fann man ben wahren Sinn audj berdbunteln, anjtatt ifn zu erhellen.
Bon ben Prebigten D.Fr. AHlfelds, mweiland Pajtor zu Nifolai in
Reipgig, gilt, baf die Aus{dhmildung der Rebe bielfad) ilbertrieben ift.
Cin WBeifpicl, twie er gu reden belicbte, twird geniigen. Metreffs bes
betenden Pharifiers im Tempel jagt er: ,Die edle Palme des Gebets,
bie gum Himmel aufivadft und nad) oben ihre Srone ausbreitet, ift
Bier ein Brombeerjtraud) getworden, ber mit ftadjliditen Biweigen auf der
Crbe friedhit.” Das ifjt iiberidivenglidie bildlide Rebe.

€in guter Pajtor Biitet fid) endlich bor unpajjenden, Iaderliden,
anjtofigen JUujtrationen. Spurgeon, der ein Meifter im JMujtrieren
war, fagt: .Jd) Hoffe, ed ijt Taum ndtig, Hinguaufiigen, daf IJUujtras
tionen niemal8 niedrig und gemein fein ditrfen. Sie follten dem Denfen
ber Bubhdrer nidjt gu fernliegen, und fie jollen jtets dbem guten Gejdmad
entfpredien. Sie migen {dlidht und dodh feujdy und {dGhon fein, aber rof
unb grob follten fic nie fein. Ein Haus ift berunziert, wenn ed jHmubige
Fenfter Hat, voller Spinngetvebe, befdmiert und mit braunem Papier
berllebt oder mit Qumpen verftopft ijt; joldje Fenjter find eher Beiden
ciner elenden Hiitte ald eined Haufes. Vet unfern JMujirationen muf
niemal8 die geringfte Spur von ettvasd fein, was dic gartejte Steujdhheit
berlefien finnte.” Eine nad) unfern gegentvirtigen Vegriffen unziemlide
Jluftration ift es, wenn 3. MB. ein rimijder Pricjter die Siifigleit und
Ricblidgleit de8 Namens JEfu mit dem Safte, der durd) Stoden ges
trodneter €ipfeljdnibsel getwonnen twird, vergleidit oder wenn Balerius
Pexberger in feiner Cpijtelpoftille bei ber Uuslegung ded Sprudjes
»Pecberget gerne”, die Gdjic zur Dantbarleit ermahnend, jagt: .Sei
aud) fein unbdbantbarer Sudud. . . . Madt e8 bielmehr wie der Stord),
ber feinem Wirt sur Dantbarleit cinen Jungen uriidlaft.”

Port Hope, Midh. (Sortfeung folgt.) C. Berner.

Have We Lost Our Balance?

Things are said to be in unstable equilibrium when they lose their
balance even upon very slight provocation. When men are in the
same predicament, they are said to have lost their poise. If this con-
dition is habitual, the individual is said to be erratic. The same
phenomenon may often be associated with an organization, partly
because of mob psychology, partly because of leadership that is subject
to eccentricities. Such a body, organization, or association is said to
have lost its balance.
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The question has been raised, Have we lost our balance? Have
various factors, such as the postwar hysteria, the economic depression,
the loss of mutual confidence, the craze for luxuries, high-pressure
salesmanship, and similar phenomena, disturbed our equilibrium to
the point that we permit carnal considerations of any kind to sway
our judgment and direct our church-work instead of letting the Holy
Seriptures be our sole source of principles and rule of conduct?

There are three fundamental facts which must be kept in mind
by every church-body that is organized in keeping with the principles
clearly enunciated in Holy Writ. In the first place, the individual
Christian is the unit of the congregation. The Christian congrega-
tion is not a heterogeneous conglomerate of people who have been
thrown together by fortuitous contact or welded into an apparent unit
by the machinations of some kind of clergy. The Christian congre-
gation is a homogeneous body of poor sinners who have accepted the
atonement wrought by Jesus, their Savior. There may be outward
differences in wealth, in education, and in station, and there may be
just as great differences in the measure of spiritual gifts, or talents,
granted by the Lord; but it is the plain statement of the Word of
God that every believer has received some gift of the Spirit for the
upbuilding of the kingdom. Cp. 1 Cor.12, 7; Eph.4,%7. This is true
because every believer is a member of the body of Christ, 1 Cor.12,
12—27; Eph. 4,16; 5,30; Rom.12,5. Every member therefore and
all the members together, as units of the Church of Christ, must work
for the upbuilding of the body; otherwise the ideal set forth by the
apostle concerning the effectual working in the measure of every- part
cannot be attained. This is the first point that we must keep in mind,
that every plan for the Kingdom and all the work in the Kingdom of
Grace, as we do our share, must take into account the individual mem-
ber of every congregation.

In the second place, thé congregalion is the unit of the synod.
The synod is not properly composed of individual people, although
individuals are accorded aszociate membership. Although it is neces-
sary that the synod actually functions as an organization, yet the
autonomous character of the constituent congregations has ever been
recognized and respected by the synod. The relation of the individual
congregation to the synod is analogous to, though not identical with,
that of the individual member in the congregation to that body, the
difference lying in the fact that the membership of the individual
Christian in the congregation is clearly expected and demanded by
God, while the membership of a congregation in synod is based upon
an inference or a deduction connceted with the duties of Christians
in keeping with the law of love. But it is the individual congrega-
tion that is the unit of the synod, not some aggregation of congre-
gations.
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In the third place we must remember that every movement which
does not begin with, or at least effectively touch, the lowest unit lacks
power for efficient aggregate work. It is true that mass psychology
often produces apparent results, as was illustrated by the temporary
success attending the drives during the recent war and during the
years which followed. But the reaction from the artificial stimulus
exercised by such means is now painfully apparent, as any movements
based on mass psychology are bound to be. Educalion is ordinarily
a slow process, and it must reach every person concerned if its results
are to be lasting and beneficial. High-pressure salesmanship is apt
to offer wonderful displays, but its pyrotechnic glories will not pro-
duce conviction. There is undoubtedly a lot of energy in a volcano,
but its explosions, as a rule, represent a painful waste of energy and
eventually bring destruction to the landscape. The steam engine, on
the other hand, is an example of energy under proper direction, with
a roadbed and tracks to keep it properly confined, and with an engineer
and a fireman to control its movements.

All of which, reduced to the terms of present conditions, means
that we must abandon all artificial inflation in our church-work, all
expansion without solid foundation, and onee more build up on a basis
of thorough education, with the unit of the individual church-member
and that of the congregation as the chief agencies in effecting a per-
manent change for the better. To expand our pretheological institu-
tions and our normal schools was a splendid plan, entirely in keeping
with Matt. 9, 37. 38; but the plan should have been seconded by one
projecting a definite missionary policy for our whole Church together
with an educational campaign of a permanent nature. The first of
these projects would mean a mapping out of the entire field of mis-
sionary endeavor, with the proper allowance for a balance between
rural and urban conditions, preferably under the direction of a mis-
sion secretary. The second project would involve the systematizing of
all means of instruction in order to reach every individual member
of every congregation at regular intervals. We cannot depend on our
church-papers alone; for they reach only a small percentage of our
total membership. We cannot depend on sporadie literature alone;
for that rarely has lasting effects. We cannot depend upon radio
publicity alone; for that cannot be made an ageney of truly Lutheran
policies. We cannot depend upon special organizations alone; for
they are not really representative.

What we need is regular and systematic instruction of all the
members of our congregalions by every pastor of our Synod. This
instruction must cover the work of our Church in all its particulars,
in all its changing aspects, with all its changing needs: the mission-
fields, the training of the workers, Christian stewardship in all its
branches. This information must be dispensed with due regard to
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proper pedagogy, with painstaking effort, with an evangelical ap-
proach, with tireless patience. It should be made a regular part of
the program or of the order of business in every meeting of the voters,
of the ladies’ aids, of the young people’s socicties, of the men’s clubs,
and of whatever other organizations there may be in the congregation.
In addition, the needs of the work of the Lord ought to be discussed
by every pastor with every member as occasion may offer. If this is
done regularly, systematically, with patient application, results are
bound to show, possibly not in a noticeable degree in one or two years,
but eventually and with lasting effect. If the information now offered
in our various church-papers is not sufficient, it would be an easy
matter to organize the present forms of dispensing information into
a news service with regular topics, so that every pastor would have
the material at hand in a convenient form.

A necessary concomitant of this plan is faithful Gospel-preaching
along the lines which have stood the test of time. We must have less
topical and more expository preaching; we must have less striving for
oratorical effect and more heart-searching application; we must have
less generalizing and more specific presentation; we must have less
using of sermonic pabulum and more sermons that have been made
on the basis of importunate wrestling with God.

And for this reason there must be more prayer. We need prayer
for the men whom we have chosen to lead us in the larger work of
our church-body. We need prayer for the individual missionary at
home and abroad, who is acting as our representative in bringing the
Gospel to the heathen and to the unchurched. We need prayer for the
pastor who is trying faithfully to carry out the program outlined
above. We need prayer for every individual member of our Church.
We need prayer for ourselves,— prayer that will rouse us from the
lethargy of our spiritual depression; prayer that will make us willing
workers in the kingdom of our Lord. We need prayer to overcome
our sluggishness in working and giving for the Lord. And the Lord’s
promise still stands: “Ask, and it shall be given you.”

P. E. KRETZMANXN.

Sermon Study on Acts 20, 17—38.

Paul had celebrated the Passover festival of the year 58 at Phi-
lippi, Acts 20, 6. His intention was to spend Pentecost at Jerusalem,
although we are not told the reason for this wish. Time pressed, and
hence Paul decided not to stop at Ephesus since he feared that the
trip to this city might unduly delay him. At Milctus, however, his
ship lay over for several days, perhaps to unload, or take on, cargo.
This apparently unforeseen delay gave him an occasion to send for
the elders of Ephesus. In this important city of Asia Minor he had
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