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CHAPTER I

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY AND
METHOD OF INVESTIGATION

In the present day educational program of The Lutheran
Church=-=Missouri Synod the Sunday school numerically holds the
aajor positioni this, however, has not always been the situation,
It is only in the last thirty years that the Sunday school has
risen to such great strength, pushing the parochial school off
to the sidee It is hecause the Sunday school has come to have
such a great influence on the synod that the writer decided to
trace the development of this educational institution in an
effort to understand better its present character and to discover
ways in which it may be made more effective in its role.

The study limited itsclf to the Missouri Synod, including
its English root, the IEnglish Synod, and touched oaly briefly
on the Sunday school movement in so far as other denominations
were concerned. It took into account the numerical growth, the
official and unofficial opinions concerning the movement during
its various phases of development, and the contribution of the
various materials and practices. The progress of the movement
was traced independently through the Missouri Synod and the
English Synod prior to their amalgamation in 1911,

The najor source of information was The Lutheran Witness,

the official publication of the English Synod and later of the
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Missouri Synod, which was exhaustively read to catch the fesling
of the synods toward the Sunday school. Of cqual value were the
personel notes of Dr. Arnold C. Mueller, presently editor of
Sunday school material for The Lutheran Churche-Missouri Synod.
His compilation and itranslation of references to the Sunday
school in the German publications of the Hissouri Syncd were
.invaluable, Together with general histories of the Sunday school
in /merica and Europe, the various other publications of the synods
such as convention proceedings, the parochial reports, and the
educational and theological periodicals furnished the remainder ;
of the source material. !

In the footnotes of the paper the following abbreviations will é
be used: L, W., The Lutheran Witmess; A. C. M., the personal notes
of Dre Arnold C. Mueller; P, B. S., Proceedings of the English
Lutheran Synod of Missouri and Other States; Schulblatt, Evangelisch
Lutheristhes Schulblatt.

The study showed.thnt many of the present day deficiencies
of the Sunday school can be traced back to a lack of official

concern and supervision during the formative years of the movement.




CHAPTER II

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MOVEMENT
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

The European Background

Contrary to popular opinion, the éunday school as a religious,
church sponsored organization was known long before Robert Raikes
began the modern movement. It is reported that Martin Luther had
a "Sunday school" and that John Enox also started one in Scotland
in 1560, ZEven the Roman Catholic Church experimentsd with Sunday
schools in Milan, Italy, before the time of Raikes. To Railkes,
however, does go the credit of beginning the modern movement that
has sprasd throughout the world.>

Probably Raikes mnever fully realized what he was starting
when he organized his primitive Sunday school around 1780; and
when he died, he more than likeiy thought that he had seen his
Program succeed in the task to which it had been geared. Actually
he had only seen the beginning of a vast movement that was to
affect people and church denominations everywhere.

Although from a similiar motive, Raikes® Sunday school was
designed for a different purpose than that of our preseant day

institution., Raikes saw it as a means of improving the living

:

1 Paul W. Spaude, The Lutheran Church Under American Influence v
(Burlington, Iowa; The Lutheran Literary Board, 19%5), Ds 89. ;
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standards of the people through education. For the most part
the situation of the common, lower class people was very bad.
Living conditions were horrible; ignorance was the rulej and
¢rime was a normal thing. Ajthough the upper, rich claaé fared
very well, children born into the lower class were exposed from
the time of their birth until their early death to utter f£ilth
both of a physical and spiritual nature. Cpildren just old
enough to talk could curse so fluently that it would make one's
ears burn, and chances were very good that somewhere along the
gourse of their life on this earth they would spend time in prison.

Actuelly it was at the prisons that Raikes first started
his rehabilitation program. Even though he was of the rich upper
class of people, a newspaper publisher, he had a great concern for
the less fortunate. IHis attempt at prison reform:was met with
ridicule and failure, but he would not give upe. ;I he could not
improve their lot in prison, then perhaps he could keep them from
having to goe.

It was almost a foregore conclusion that he could do little
for the adults among the lower classes, so he concentrated his
efforts on the children. Since most of the older children had
to work during the week, Mondsy through Saturday, Raikes decided
to set up schools on Synday to which the parents could send their
boys instead of just turning them out on the street to play. The
parents were agreeable, but the children had never experienced

anything oi this nature before and were not so co-operative.
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Slowly, as he brought the children under control and gave them
some rudimentary knowledge of secular subjects mixed in with
religious training and enforced church attendance, a marvelous
tranaformation took place. Surprisingly, not only did the
children change, but they also began to influence their parents.

It was slow going. The first teachers were neighborhood
women whom Raikes hired for a small sum. They for the most part
bhad never had any experience in this sort of thing and could not
even control the children. Raikes himself had to take over the |
discipline problem, quite often marching the boys home to be
"birched" by their parents while he stood by and watched.

For three years a limited program went on without much
public notice. What notice there was brought opposition. ' Some
thought that Raikes was just foolish, others that he was "cracked}
but he continued. Within three years he had opened seven or eight
of his Sunday schools averaging thirty scholars each. Soon girla

were admitted to the schools and it was found that they were as
much a problem, if not more, than the boys had beenj but even

they were able to Se Ntamed."

The condition as Raikes experienced it in Gloucester was
well known in all parts of England, so when Raikes finally revealed
his scheme to the general world and could show that it was success~-
ful, the reception was immediate. BEverywhere people who were
intorested in helping the "masses" gained new hope. Now perhaps
they had the key. So much faith was placed in the Suynday school
that John VWesley advocated that Sunday schools be sponsored in
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every liothodist Church. Sunday school boards were formed and
pulpits rang with praises for the institution. Robert Raikes
was the most lauded man in the Kingdom.

Raikes' main idea was to raise the level of intelligence
and thereby raise the standard of living$ religion was only a
facat of the program. As the churches began to get hold of the
brogram, however, the cmphasis shifted. More and more it began y
to be religious training with little or no secular learaing.

The growth was stupendous. "In 1785, The Sunday School
Society for the 3upport and Encouragement of the Sunday School
in Different Counties of England was founded"; and in 1803 The
British Sunday School Union, a publishing agency, was organized.
By 1818 England had 5,463 Sunday schools with 477,225 pupils.>

American Acceptance

The Sunday school movement caught fire in fLmerica also.
Already in 1789, Francis Asbury, a Methodist, had organized a
Sunday school in Virginias and although the first Sunday schools
in imerica were modeled after Raikes' in that they were primarily
designed for the neglected children of the comnunity, they soon
invited all of the children to take part. A new objective was
nacessitated as the public school came into existence taking
care ;£ the secular side of the child'; education so that the

Sunday school began to concentrate solely on the religious aspecis

dA. C. M,




7
of instruction. In the early 1800's, all along the New England
coast and wherever the church had gained a foothold, the Sunday
school flourished.

Now the need was felt to organize the individual Synday
schools into Unions for better and more effective and economical
work. The Philadelphia Suynday School tnion was organized in 1817
and the American Syunday School Union appeared on the scene in 1824,
These organizations published hymnals, Sunday school textbooks,
teacher's guides and other related materials. As time went on, The
National, and then.The Interaational Synday School Union became
realitiess but there was one big drawback: even the more liberal
churches were beginning to see that the unionistic element of these
organizations was detrimental. As a result, reorganization took
Place, and although uniform lessons were recomunended, the individ-
ual denominations were encouraged to produce their own lesson helps.
With this revision, the Suynday School Union flourished. In 1924
the World Sunday School Association numbered 32,677,611 members
in 34,000 schools with 3,520,192 teachers and officers.’

The American Lutheran Reaction

As far as the Lutheran Church in America was concerned the
Sunday school movement did not progress very rapidly. In the
first place, most of the Lutheran bodies that came from Europe

did not feel a need for such an institution. ‘e Synday school

3 A, Cco ML
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in America, for the most part, was a program of religious training
on Sunday that was tacked on to the regular secular education that
the ohild was getting in the public schools, and since the Lutherans
bad thoir own Christian day schools which combined the two areas,
there was no need for a Sunday school. Their philosophy of educa-
tion made religion an integral part of learning and not just an
additione Most of them also had an intensive program of confirma-
tion instruction, and the Christenlehre, or Kinderlehre, was a
regular part of either the Sunday morning service or a separate
congregational activity in the afternoon.4 Indeed, this Christep=-
lehre program is often looked upon as a type of Sunday school that
exiasted long before Raikes's The need of a Sunday school progran
was further decreased by the catechetical preaching of many
Lutheran pastors, while the association of the Sunday school with
the English language made it undesirable to the "mother tongue”
bodies.

As time went onghowever, the self-sufficient attitude of the
Lutheran churches in America gave way to re-evaluation. They
began to realize that the other denmominations in the neighborhood
of their church were claiming Lutheran day school children as their
Sunday school pnpila: lLay, if not clergy, interest was growingj;
and even the church was beginning to think that it should use
every means at its disposal for teaching the Christian Gospel, and

“ The Christenlehre ﬁas usually a catechization of the eantire
congregation by the pastor on the basis of Luther's Small Cateckhisnm.

e i =
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this included the Sunday school, Members also realized that the

Sunday school was a mission opportunity for their church and day
school,.

Although there are records of iunday schools affiliated with
Lutheran churches as early as 1804, it secms that most of these
failed because of lack of congregational support. The first Lutheran
synod to go on record as being in favor of the Sunday school was the
English speaking North Carolina Synod in 1811.°

From all indications, it was the lay effort that actually
started the 5ynday school movement in the Lytheran church in fmerica.
The Laymen saw that their children were being drawn to the Sunday
schools of other denominations and realized the need of something
to counteract this influence. Their own Sunday school was the
logical answer. Quite often however, the pastor only tolerated
such a program and would do nothing officially to help it out; and
the day school element in the congregation, feeling -itself in some
sort of danger, usually opposed it. Because of this, the Synday
school in many vases became an organization existing alongside,
and sometimes in competition with, the church. 7This was unfortunate,
for without proper direction and guidance, using whatever materials
they could find that seemed suitable, and having to rely on inferior
teaching ability, the Synday school often lived up to the fears of

the Church.

3 Spaudo' ope. &t_-. Pe 9803
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CHAPTER IIT
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE ENGLISH SYNOD™

In the Missouri Synod the Sunday school program experienced
about the same reception that it had bad among other Lutheran
churches that had conme over from Europe: if was felt fo be
unnecessary, if not detrimental, in view of the traditional
parochial day school program. However, as the Lutheran communities
began to be iunfluenced by thé influx of other denominations which
bad Sunday schools, the practical attitude changed. Particularly

anong the English speaking Lutheran churches was this truej and

& In 1872 several English speaking congregations that had
Sprung up in western Horth Carolina, eastern Tennessee, Missouri
and irkensas formed the English Zvangelical Conference of lMissouri,.
This body held several conferences with a German Lutheran aynod,
Die Deutsche evangelische==lutherische Synode von Missouri, Ohio
und anderen Staaten, founded in 1847 and presently known as Thae
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, and received aid in organization.
Their request for membership im this synod as The English Mission
District in 1887 was turned down and they were advised to organize
an independent Znglish Synod. In 1888 the fifteenth convention
of the Conference adopted a comstitution and elected officers. At
this time The Lutheran Witness, a publication started in 1862 was
made the official organ of the Conferencej and a resoclution was
passed to join the Synodical Conference, an affiliation of several
independent Lutheran synods, to which the German Missouri Synod
was also a member. The name English Conference was changed to
English Synod in 1891.

This English Synod experienced guite a rapid growtk in the
following years as more and more Epglish speaking Lutheran congre=~
gations were founded in the expanding United States. When the
original intent of becoming a district of the Missouri Synod was
realized in 31911, it contributed, besides a large number of
congregations, a large array of literature, St. John's College,
Viinfield, ¥ansas, Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina, and
The Lutheran Witness which became the official English organ of
the Missouri Synod.
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in Missouri Synod history the English Synod became the leader,
In a letter, Dr. Henry B. Hemmeter, an early leader of the English
Synod, indicated that the English Synod had Sunday schools whea
it was organized.

The Sunday school in the English Synod began with the

founding of the Lutheran Churches that joined the older
congregations in Missouri and the congregation:in Coyner's qJ7
gtore, Virginia. These congregations iancluded that of M
astor W. Dallmann at Baltimore and that of Pastor Theo.

Huegli at New Orleans. bBota of these congregationz had

the Sunday achoo& before the Epglish Synod was organized

in October 1885,

Besides the marginal note in the 1887-8 Parochial Report
of Synod, the first significant mention of the English Sunday
school program appeared in the February 7, 1888 issue of The
Lutheran Witness. In a letter to the Editor, the Superintendent
of the Sunday school of Emmanuel Congregation, Webster County,
Missouri, wrote:
How would it be, if you would open the columns of your
paper to a Sunday school department? Or give it any other name
if you find one more appropriate. My proposal is that all
the Sunday schools~=including the Colored, of course, witnin
our synodical connections, give reports of their staanding,
increase and doings from time to time, adding any other
items which they and the editor may consider of interest.”
The Editor answered:
The Coluuns of our Witness are open for all useful communie
cations to whatever departument of churchly life they may

extend. Reports of Sunday-schools and parochial schools,
catechetical and Biblical lectures, and other information

2 A, C. M.

3 1. W., VI (February 7, 1888), 132-133.
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on the important subject of Cpristian education will always
be greatfully racg}ved. We shall prefer to name this depart-
ment Educational.

A month later the first of several articles from this congre=

gation appeared. It is particularly interesting in that it :
describes the Sunday school as it was known at least in this
congregation. No other Sunday school took the opportunity to use
this column in such a way so there is no indication as to whether

thie was a general practice or not.

Our Sunday school . « » resembles the Cphristenlghre of the
German congregations. We rehearse a part of the Catechism
and a Biblical History, and have the children give a song

or twoe. Im order to encourage both old and young "to search
the Scriptures," we have adopted the plan of proposing ques-
tions to the adults and to the children. ZThe questions are

written down, given out, distributed, and the answers expected

at the next meeting of the Sunday school after the minutes of

the preceding meeting have been read. The children's Questions

refor chiefly to Biblical Hjstory. Those given to the adults
bear on doctrine and practice.

Although from time to time The Lutheran Witness reported or

commented on the Sunday school in other denominations or in other
parts of the world, there is not much mention made of the early
growth and development of the program either in the English of the
German Synod. From reports that appear later, it is evident that
there were several 3unday schools in existence, but for some reason
there was little public reference to them at this time. It may

have been that some congregations were a little ashamed of their

b Ibid.

° a. M., "Educational Column,* L. W., VI (March 7, 1888), 150.

B —
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Sunday schools in the face of the German attitude against themj
while the fact that some were strictly lay organizations with
little or no congregational support or recognition might also
account for a lack of notice. Before 1896, there was no regular
way of indicating that a congregation had a Sunday school except
to write it on the margin of the parochial report to Synod; and
the progress of the Sunday school movement in the Synod can only
be ascertained by brief notes in The Lutheran Witness such as
that which appeared in the November 21, 1891, issue: “Our English
Sunday school at ‘ed Wing now numbers 72 children. Our work here
is promising good rcaults.“6

When a special rubric for the Synday school did appear
in the English Synod Parochial Report for the year January 1,1896,
to December 31, 1896, tweaty-nine congregations reported twenty=-
eight Sunday schools, one congregation reporting two Sunday
achoola.7

Evidently compiling its figures from unofficial sources,
The Lutheran Vitness of November 7, 1894, presented this picture
of the Epglish Synod.a
1887—2 1890-1 1891-% 1893=4

Sunday schools 3 25
Scholars 130 360 1273 271
Teachars = - — 200
6

"Church News," L. W., X (November 21, 1891), 95.
4 PParochial Report,” P. E. S. (1897), pp. 48-49,

8 fStatistices of the English Lutheran Synod of Missouri,
1884-2894," L. W,, XIII (November 7, 1894), &2.
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Although the marginal references to Sunday schools in the
Farochial reports do not indicate as many Sunday schools for these
years, the ILutheran liitness account is probably the more accurate.

It is interesting to note that despite the evident size of
the Sunday school movement the Jubilee issue of The ILutheran Witness
did not mention the Sunday school in The Educational Review.

While the Sunday school might not have attracted much mention

in The Lutheran Witness, and scarcely more than a few lines here

and there in the official writings and statistics of the English
Synod, its apparent impact upon the synod, and even synod's depon@ence
upon the Sunday school, is most surprising.

In the thinking of synod, Sunday schools and mission stations
went hand in hand. Back around 1890 the statement was made that it
was "the custom to establish a Sunday school whenever a mission was
started, a very natural procednra.“9 and here and there other
inferonces to this effect crop up in the literature of this period,

Not only did the establishment of a mission congregation
mean the starting of a Sunday school, but the Sunday schools were
also looked upon as one of the major contributors to the Mission
Fund of synod. The convention Proceedings of 1895 noted that "the
Church Extension Fund now amounted to over $400, nearly all of which
was contributed by our small Sunday schools within the past two and

one~half years. The Proceedings of 1907 reported:

da.com
10 p. E. 5.:7(1895), p. 10.

|
|
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A number of our congregations and Sunday schools have

contributed very liberally to the mission treasury, but a

darge number do not make a very good showing « « ¢ due to

the lack of a systematic plan to support Symod's mission v

work,ll )

Further on it recorded two recommendations:
@. That all our oongregations and Synday schools be requested
%o adopt a plan of regular and systematic support of the
missiog treasury.
be That Children's Reformation Day be observed by all our
Sunday schools, and the offerings of the children be
gathered for our mission treasury.
A recommeondation similiar to (b) was also passed at the 1909 Conven-
tion,

Synod, however, was not only interested in how much the Sunday
school was contributing to the mission treasury. Individuals within
Synod were vitally interested in the children that were attending
those schools. They were aware of the short-comings and the faults
of the Synday school as it was known in other denominations, and
though they do not specifically say that this is their concern, they
were carefully building a wall against:ithis dangex. ‘ The .concluding
half of the 1897 convention essay, "Lutheran Cpurch Polity and
Policy," spoke specifically of the Suynday school situation:

Synday school teachers: For our Synday schools we need teachers.

These should self-evidently be members in good standing in

the Churchy "apt to teach," and have an adequate knowledge

of the Bible and Catechism. To appoint persons of other
denominations teachers in Lutheran schools would be a

11 P, E. S, (1907). Pe ‘.10.

12 Ibid.. Pe “3.
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monstrosity. Since the pastor, because of his superior
officey is justly made responsible for the nature of the
doctrine disseminated in the Suynday school, it is right

and proper for him and the church cfficers to adopt such
precautions in the way of teachers' meetings, lesson Leaves,
Bible Histories, etc. as will do away with the danger of |-
having wrong dootrine taught.

Sunday school Superintondent: In our synodical comnection

the office of Sunday school Superintendent is comparatively

& new onee. Care should be taken not to have this office
ancrocach upon the pastor's, he being by virtue of his office
superintendent of the congregation's day and Sunday school,
and of any othor religious instruction that may be given in
his charge. The right of the pastor should ever be recognized
to examine into lesscns taught and into the mode of teaching,
and o lead the Sunday school in devotion or to address it
when he so desires.

Vie fully recognize the value of a good superintendasnt's
Services in suppiying the minister's place in his absence,

or relicving him comewhat of the Sunday's strain whea present,
or attending to the difficult routine work of the Sunday
school. /nd we wish to lend additional valuec to his service
by having the relation between him and his pastor fully
understood,

The essayist continued:

All teachers, even lady teachers in the Sunday school, must
be proved whether they are apt to teach. The distinctive
teaching of doctrine should not be included in the province
of the Sunday school teacher; his activity-should be limited
to hearing the recitation of the catechism and the Bible
texts. Vhatever lessons the pastor, who is responsible for
all the teaching, wishes to be inculcated, he should teach
his teachers in advance so that they become his mouthpiece.
It is sometimes held that ladies should not fteach any religion
in schooly, but it has been shown that the Apostolic prohi-
bition does not apply to the teaching of young children by
women.

Good lesson leaves are a great help to the pastor, but he
must actively superintend also the manner of teaching by
visiting different classes and by taking them in hand now

and then. Moreover, in this way the pastor becomes acquainted

153 p. E. 8. (1897), Pe 27
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with the Sunday school children.

The pgreatest point to be emphasized iz that all the offices
rentioned in the essay, as that of the superintendent and
teachor, devolve from the ministerial office, and that the
pastor is responsible for all that is taught in the school
and for the way this teaching is done. The suporintendent

of the school should, or course, normally be elected by the
congregation and his du&ies and relation to the pastor should
be clearly understood.t

Perhaps as a result of this essay or as a natural outgrowth
of the gathering impact of the Sunday schéol upon the individual

congrogationsg The Lutheran Witness came ocut in 1900 (repeated in

1902) with a six point- program that specifically outlined the areas
of activity for the congregation, pastor and Sunday school.

l. The Christian congregation is the guardian of the doctrine
and practice obtaining in its midst, as well as the
aduninistration of its own temporal affairs.

2. To the regularly called pastor, and to him alone, is
delezated, among other things, the duty of teaching
publioly in the congregation and of superintending the
religious instruction of its members.

5« The congregation may appoint assistants to enable the
pastor to parform the duties incumbent on him.

4+ Sunday school teacherz and officers are assistants to !
the pastor in the instruction of the young oif the %
congregation. 1

5« The Pastor should utilize the teachers' meetings to b
irnculcate the lessons to be taught in the Sunday school, ‘
and to instruct his assistants as to what and how he %
wishes them to teache. |

6. Those who prove themselves to be faithful and trustworthy

assistants in the Sunday school should be  trusted as -

such, and pastor and congregation will do well not to
€X'y, in any unneocessary way, individual efforts on

14

Ibid. ° Pe 31.
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the part of their tried taachara.15

Ho doubt there was a real danger of the Sugday school getting

out of hand, particularly if the sectarian Sunday schools were Vi

having any influence on the program, for many of the sectarian
Sunday schools were completely lay organizations and often grew to
be churches in their own right. Many of the Sunday schools that
were started in Missouri Synod circles were also lay organizations
with little if any pastoral supervision. This was particularly
true if the pastor of day school teachers were antagonistic toward
the Synday school. In an effort to reach the laymen who were
conducting these Synday schools and create a defence against this
tendency, The Lutheran Vitness raised its voice:

The Synday school is undoubtedly a good institution in its

place. It nust alwaye however, be looked upon simply as one

of the methods by which the church does the work incumbent

upon her. In other words, the church is alwaya supreme, and
the Sunday school cap never-usurp her place. And if the Sunday
school, through its management or otherwise, seeks to create
the impression that the work of the church is no better, no
more important than ite own, the Synday school becomes a
hindrance to the work of the church « « o+« Whenever it is
rightly conducted,; the Sunday school is under the jurisdiction
of the pastog and congregation, and is counted a part of

their work.:

Of course the concern was also directed toward the congrega=-
tion that it feel its responsibility for the Sunday school. Far

from being a hindrance, if properly used, the Synday school could

A
Ge « Wey XIX (Octob 1900), 65, F
an ezpal;edA%Lpgaomgggéj5iLEEE':uthor(a:eo";§e7ﬁolgtigﬁ BZt'ee:rtho

Congregation and the Sunday school," L. W., XXI (October-liovember,
1902), 162, 170, 180.

16 Mog XIx (Octobcr 7o 1900). 65.
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be a positive force, particularly in the area of mission worke.
Ae L. Graecbmor, in tho Theological yuarterly of 1899, carefully
dolineated the area of activity for the Sunday school and the
doy achool and pointed out that they were in no way compatible
or equaly but he does acknowledge that the Suanday achool can be
a tremendous aid to the congregation in the arca of mission work.
It i3 to confine itself, however, only to the mission prospects and
mission work, %he predoaminant note of this and othor articles
i5 that the Junday school is a aside organization, a atep-child,
that is in no way %o interfere with, or be a l_mbsutuh for, the
chureh georvice, Christenlehré, or day school. Those eurolled in
theas ageneiém should have nothing to do with the Sunday school
cxcept %o bring unchurehed friends to it as a stop toward involving
them in the total program of the church. Regardless though, of
its limited funotion, whatever teaching that is done in the Sunday
school must be done well. The teachers must be qualified to teach
and the catechiam is to be the primary ascurce of teaching material.
flthough Graekner says that Sunday school lesson leavea should not
be used, this must be understood in the light of the times when
there were mostly sectarian materials awvailable u_th very little
Lutheran Sunday school literature being puuzalud."7

4is the English Synod grew, the Sunday achkool grewj often
the Sunde¥. School growlug faster than o, ", cregation with which

27 1. Gq;;’b?:r;a.“s?ndu Schoola," Theological Guarterly,

11X (Jonuary,

v
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it was affiliated. In'nany cases the establishment of a mission
congregation was made possible through the prior existence of a

mission Sunday school. Along with this growth and the increasing
concern for good, doctrinally sound Synday schools, came the
. dncreased activity in producing materials.

This concern for materials prompted the English Synod in
1891 to request the Synodical Conference which published the
Luthoran Pionmeer, an "admirable monthly," to make it available on
& weekly basis for use in the Sunday sohoola.la Not waiting for
action on this request, the Reve. A. W. Meyer began publishing the
Luthoran Guide as supplemensiary materialss” ihen the Synodical
Conference declined to change their material, the EZnglish Synod
Convention of 1893 adopted the Guide as its owa publication and
oxpressed the wish that if possible it be published at lcast twice

20

a month. At the Convention of 1897 a resclution was iatroduced

‘fo make the Guide a weekly, with one page at least devoted
to the next sunaay's leason in order to have uniformity

and a well=defined play in our Sunday schools§ oxr that at
least, the contents be of a lighter nature. ’

This was referred to the next convention (1899) which also did not
take any actionj however, the Sunday sch091 teachers'! helps began

appearing in The Lutherar Witness on January 2, 1902.Za

18

19
20

P, E. S..(1891), p. 1,

P, E, 8, (1893), p. 12.

Ibid., p. 37. &

2l p, B. 3. (1897), p. &

&= "Notes on Bible Lessons,"” L. W., XXI (January 2, 1902), 6.

———
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As the Proceedings of the 1899 Convention attest, The

Lutheran Guide was well received:

The Lutheran Guide, Synod's Synday school paper, haa likewise
been regularly issuede. As an improvement we have offered
better paper and a liberal supply of appropriate cuts. The
paper seems to eajoy the favor of our and other schools, The
subscription list we consider satisfactory and sufficient

for financial success.

The Convention of 1893 indicated interest in more specific
Sunday school literature. <he Rev. 'A4. .C. H. Overy and the Rev.
'J. A. Detzer were "encouraged"” in the publication of their Sunday
school lessor leaves on Bible history and the Catechism. In
addition, "4 plan and brief exposition of Luther's Small Catechism
in questions and answers s » .[;aa] to be published in the Gu:l.de."zq'
Although a committee of Theo. Huegli and C, J., Broders was appointed
in 1895 to look into "the printing of lesson leaves from which a
Bible History mey later on be compiled . » .."25 it was powerless
to do anything until a "sufficient number of subscriptions were
secured to guarantee the cost of the undertaking."zs The coammittee
was still inactive in 1897 when Rev. Huegli resignod27 but soon

afterwards, in response "to various enquiries and requasts,™ it

began publication of The Elim lLesson Guarterly ia 1898.28 At the

23 p. E. 3. (1899), p. 45:.
T (1893), p. 37.
25 p. E. 8. (1895), p. lt4s
26 YOI

27 p. E. 5. (1897), p. 1h.
28 A. C. M.

R -




1899 Convention it was reported:

The Elim Lesson Quarterly was published. It experienced a

cordial reception. Though this publication was at once

Placed on the level of established publications of similiar

nature of other denominations both in makeup and in price

the undertaking was at once successful in every nspeot.2§

As the Synod grew, and as the materials gained recognition
in other circles, the publication of more and better materials
continued. The Elim Quarterly was discontinued in December, 1901,
and a four booklet series,The Life of Christ, took its place. This
material was graded and had a larger scope than the Elim Quarterly.
A similiar venture into the Old Testament did not materialize on
sckedule, but in all, the program continued. to expand and £ill the
nud.3 2

An evidently independent effort in filling the need for good,
doctrinally sound Sunday school material appeared im the Theological
Quarterly of 1899. It was a three-year concentric program
utilizing material from the Small Catechism, the Bible and the
hymn book which the author felt were sufficient. Although there
was no name affixed to the article, it seems to have been written
by A. L. Graebner as a plan for preparing children of a mission
Sunday school for participation in the congregations day school

and Christenlehre . +

29 P. E, S. (1899)' Pe 43.
30 o, &, 8. (1903), p. 56.

31 . Graebner], "Textual Material for Hse in Synday Schools,"
Theological Quarterly, III (July, 1899), 354-368; Supra, p. 19.
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As was noted before, in January, 1502, The Lutheran Vitness
began printing teachers' helps which were to aid the teachers in
Preparing their lesaona. mhﬁao helps weres supplementary material
to the Sunday school lesson leaves, Enchiridion. Bible and iyuhnl
which the children were to use. Prior to this time there had only
been the teachers® manual or lesson leaves, not both, bacause of
the cost involved. Having the teachers' materials printed iam the
JYiltness cut the cost and also discouraged the practice of teachers
merely reading their manual to the children, or actually giving
them copiez %o read for themaolvea.52

The problems of what to print and how best to do the job
were ceaseless. Reports and .recommendations of the 1911 Conveantion
sound much like the ones from previous years, but the program of
publishing Sunday school leaflets and teachers' aids had definitely
gotten under way. The'publicatiom program of Synod did not stop
at producing Sunday school lesson leaves and helps, though, the
related fields of printihg a catechism and a Sunday school hymnal
also came into consideration. At the Convention of 1907, President
Eckhardt ‘recommended:

that Synod take steps to publish its own catechism, either

a translation of the one now in use in the German Missourl

Synod, provided said Synod grants us permission to do_so, or
another based on Conrad Dletrich's German Catechism.

The Convention accepted the recommendaticn and implemented it by

52 "HNotes on Bible Lessons," %.=W., XXI (January 2, 1962). 5=6.
33 P. E. S, (1907). Pe 36.

v ~J



24

appointing a committee to begin work.

Thic committce shall through the columns of the Witness

ask for suggestions to guide them in preparing this catechism;

shall have it printed in a cheap temporary form for review

and criticism; and shall present tha manuscript of the com=

pleted work to Synod for adoption.?t

Although there is indication that the committee tried
unsuccessfully to include the new catechism in the Sunday school's
new Bible History hook.35 there is no further mention of the
Catechism before the English Synod became the English District of
the German Missouri Synod.

The Promptings for a Sunday school hymnal date back to 1897,
and it is but a short time later, 1901, that the Proceedings
report that it had been published both with tunes and without.56

It is in a way surprising to note how rapidly this was accomplished

and what great effort wont into it compared with the slow, painful
As strong as the Sunday school movement might have Leen in

the Epnglish Synod, it was of course not the only educational voice

o be heard. The day school program of synod was also very atrong

and it presented a problem in delineating the role of each in

the congregation. This problem was not as acute in the English

Synod as it was in the “Yerman Missouri Synod because the language

difference was not a compounding factorj however the presence of

34 Ibidn. Pe 37.

%% P, E..8, (1909), 'pp. 77-78+" .
36 Ps E, S. (1901). Pe 131.
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Sunday schools in the English Synod did cause some friction over-
against the German congregations; but even they were not united in
their opposition. Allowance was made for the different circumstances
of the English congregations, for as G. A. Romoser remarked in 1902:
"Nearly all of our congregations, even those with parish schools,
have been forced by circumatances to institute and maintain Sunday
schools.“36 These circumstances were the English speaking Sunday
schools of othor denominations which were emrolling Lutheran day
School children.

. It cannot be said that the English Synod was interested only
in the Synday school and neglected the encouragement of the day
School. In 1897 an article in The Lutheran Witness mildly chided
the congregations which had only Sunday schools:

However, it should be observed that, other things egual, the
possibility or necessity to organize Sunday schools, proves
the possibility or necessity to organize parochial schools.
::et::::rngmaterial for one, there will also be material for
VWhether it was good or bad, the Sunday school program in the

English Synod did have the eveantual effect of substituting the

o ————— g, b e P

Sunday school for the day school in many congregations, though it
: B C—— -7.'_"!’-'—"’” SR e s Ay
did not completely replace it as some had feared.

56 G. A. Romoser, "The Relation Between the Congregation and
the Sunday School," L, W., XXI (October 9, 1902), 162,

37 Deo "What Are the Prospects for Christian Congregational
E;ahoola in the English Lutheran Church? L. W., XV (April 21, 1897),




CHAPTER IV
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE GERMAN MISSOURI SYNOD

There seem to be conflicting ideas concerning the acceptance
of the Sunday school into the German Missouri s:rnodl but for the
most part the feeling seemed to be negative. The original idea
of the German Lutherans was a parochial day school for each congre=-
gation, and the Sunday school was viewed as a non-Lutheran innova=-
tion that would do more harm than good. It would certainly under=-
mine the parochial school program.

Part of the difficulty in determining the exact history of
the Sunday school movement in the German Missouri Synod is a
Possible confusion of terms. Besides the parochial school program,
the German congregations had what was known as the Christenlebre,
or Xinderlehre, which consisted of the catechization of the children,
young pecple, and adults on the basis of Luther's Small Catechism.
There were variations of how this was done, but usually all those
who had been confirmed, and often even the pre~confirmands, would
take part in this teaching-learning-review situation as a part of
the morning service or in a spercial neeti:;g on Sunday afternoon.
As the term Sunday school, or Sonntagschule, came into usey; some
congregations would refer to their Christenlehrs as a type of
Sunday school. As was previously noted, some congregations that
instituted Sunday schood modeled them after the Christenlehre.’

1 Sllgra.. Pe 12, ":r‘
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Even though not exactly the same as the Sunday school, the
Christonlehre was enough like it to be an adequate "substitute.”
Consequently, where the Christenlehre was practicedy the Sunday
8chool gained little foothold. 1In most of the German spealking
congrogations, this condition persisted as late as 1930.z

B%ill another reason for not adopting the Sunday school was
the confirmation instruction program which intensified the regular
religious instruction given through the parochial school. With the
parochial school, the confirmation instruction and the Christenlehre
doing far more fhan any Sunday school could ever hope to accomplish,
the Sunday school received a cold shoulder from the majority of
German Missouri Synod congregations.

Not all of thess congregations felt this way, however. St.
Paul's Lutheran Church of Albany, New York, organized in 1841,
records a Sunday school already in 18#2;3 and there is evidence
that the Rave J. M. Buehler started a Sunday school in San Francisco
in 1860,

The opposition of many other congregations was slowly being
broken down in other areas of the nation as well. Principally in

large urban areas where sectarian churches were rapidly being

Paul W. Spaude, The ILutheran Church Uander American Influence
(Burlington, Iowas The Lutheran Literary Board, 1943), De 95.

3 P. G. Prokopzé "One nundrod Years of Sunday School," L. W.,
IXI (September 1. de

b M. H. Tietjen, "Notes on the Reve. J, M. Bushler of California,"
Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XXVI (January, 1953), 192.
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established, the German congregations were forced to establish sound,
good Synday schools to compete with the influence of the run-of~the
mill Sunday schools of these sectarian groups. Ustimes these Sunday
schools of the German Lutheran congregations were actually contin-
vations of the day school's classes in religion to which the regular
day school children were expected to attend.

It was the moralistic, sectarian type of Sunday school which Vv
the German congregations violently opposed. If tha example of these
Sunday schools had not been so bad, perhaps the German Lutheran

reaction to the Synday school movement might have been different.

unacceptable. Pggides, the very idea that a child could leara enough
religion in less thon an hour a week was unthinkable to the day school
ainded Lutherans from Europe.

Regardless of adverse feelings, many congregations were foiced
to establish some form of Synday school as an emergency measure

in order to prevent the children from attending other Sunday

Schools. The sects were g%g;ing—toxmnh;;gxnn and using
inducements in order to gat them into the Sunday school. For

that reazon Lutheran teachers who want to protect the lamds
from the wolves are compelled to conduct "Sunday schools,"
which, hgwever, differ from those just described in every

respect.
Much the same theme is reflected in an article written by
Professor C. A. T. Selle in 1872:

If such schools Synday schools are founded within congre=
gations that are recht-glaubig, we cannot deny that they have

5 wSonntagschulen,” Schulblatt, II (1867), 311.
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& certain blessing, presupposing, however, that they do not
substitute for the Christenlehre, or catechetical instruction.
Nevertheless, even such blessing.is more of a negative char=
acter, i.0., it is to ward off a perilj not a blessing that
truely edifies the churche. For in larger cities it is the
Practice of the sects to inveigle our Lutheran childrem of
school age on Sunday morning into their Sunday schools, Some
have in this manner been estranged and drawn away £rom uS. « e.
In the presence of this danger it may be necessary and useful
for our congregations in such cities to have Sunday school

at the same time, in order to keep the wolf from entering

the sheepfold of Christ. Apart from this, however, Suynday
schoouls are entirely superfluocus for our congregations, indeed,
they are not proper. For Sunday is intended as a day of rest
and not as a school day. Entirely wrong and terribly super=
ficial is the notion that one hour of religious instruction

on one day, Sunday, is enough for the children. Oug children
should receive instruction every day in God's Worde.

At a teacher's convention in 1884, the essayist, teacher
B, Widman, stressed in particular the value of the Sunday school
as a missionary agency and pointed out the duty of the congragation
to draw to itself also the children who are not members of the
congregation and then exert every effort to bring these children 4
to know the seriousness and comfort of God's Word. Through the
children the parenis ocan also be influenced so that the congregation
bhas an even wider missionary outrcach.7 This is probably one of
the earliest references to a positive quality in the Sunday school,

and 1t wes to become one of the major arguments for the acceptance

of the Sunday schoole

6 C. A. T. Selle, "Die Ursache des Verfalls des fruhéf 2legemein
herrschenden Parochialschulwesens in unserem Lande," Schulblatt,
translated by Dr. A. C. Mueller, VII (1872), 17.

7 8. Widman, "Geschichtliches Bber @m Streit der Zifferisten
mnit den Anhangern der Notentabulatur," Schulblatt, translated by

Dre A. C. Mueller, XXIII (1888), 8%.
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Eleven years later, Dr. A. L. Graebner encouraged this
missionary use of the Sunday school, but very severely took to
task any and all congregations which would even consider using the
Sunday school for their own ohildren, particularly if it detracted
in any way from the parochial day school, the Christenlehre or
confirmation instruction. He also was of the opinion that the
children thus gained through Sunday school were to be weaned as
Quickly as possible and brought into the regular educational program
of the congregation.a

The advent of the public school where no acceptable religious
education could be offered was also a contributing factor as the
Sunday school made inroads on the German Missouri Synod. Already
in 1898 the problem of what to do with children whose parents
sent them to public schools instead of to the congregation's day
school was under consideration. The Sunday school was better than
nothing if the parents could not be persuaded that they were doing
the wrong thing in sending their children to public schools; but
it was feared that more and more parents would consider this ar .
adequate substitute for the expensive day school progran.9 History
proved this fear well grounded.

As the Sunday school movement spread in the German circles,
the ocry became stronger for materials with which to conduct the

8 Ae Gliaebnei] "Sunday Schools," Theological Quarterly,
111 (January, 1899), 78-97.

: J 100 Years of Christian Education (River ¥orest, Illincis:
Lutheran Education Association, 1947), pP. 163.
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Schoolse At first it was almost universally accepted that the
Sunday school teacher would only teach Luther's Small Catechism
and some Bible passages, the feeling being that the Synday school
was only a temporary measure to preparo the children to take part
in the Christenlehre and the day school where they would receive more
complete instruction in Bible history and the like. The teachers
should at the most present only that which the pastor had specifically
told them to pass on to the childrenm,

Gradually, however, just as many had feared, more and more
inexperienced, doctrinally weak teachers began to take charge of
ever expanding classes, and they were being expected to "teach"
and interprete Scripture. instead of just repeating what the pastor
had previously told them. Materials had to be provided, and since
synod wounld not even recognize their existence, let alone publish
materials for themy, it was necessary for the Synday schools to borrow
‘from other denominations. To combat this, teacher J., P. Meibohm
published a Sonntagschulbuch in 1891. This 1itt10'156-page book
contained a six-year program covering the prinecipal B@bla stories,
Luther's Small Catechism with questions and answers, the Table
of Duties, prayers, Bible verses and hymns. In an article in the
Schulblatt of 1893, teacher Meibohm specifically notes that he does
not consider the Sunday school as a substitute for the parochial
Bchooli;gféhristsnluhre. but he does not feel that a Sunday school
prosran“haa no value whatever. 4f properly used it can be a great
aid to the congregation particularly as a missionary institution.

As such it does not have to teach the German language, nor use it
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in instruction since that would be a waste of the already
inadequate time available. He also felt that the parochial
8chool children could and should participate in the Synday school
because they could aid in drawing the missionary children into the
fuller participation of the main educational program of the congre-

40 Both the use of the English language and the attendance

gation.
of the parochial school children in the Synday school were ideas
that most German congregations did not like, but which were adopted
in time.
Meibohm's was the first Sunday school book of any size
published by men within the German Missouri Synod, although it
was not the first Sunday school material made available by interested
bersonc in synod. An advertisement in the Schulblatt of 1900
aotes an "Erstes Textbuchlein fuer Sunntagschulen' compiled by
A. L. Graechner, "forty pages published in German and Engliah.#ll
Other independent efforts also began to appear about this time
trying to £i11 the need.
At the turn of the century there were still many who refused
to admit that there was any good in the Sunday school, but slowly
the congregations of the German Missouri Synod were being forced
to accept and adapt the Sunday school to their changing environment.

At the time of the amalgamation of the English Synod with the German

P Je P. HMeibohm, "Uber Sonntagschulen, deren Einrightung
und Fubrung," Schulblatt, XXVIIX (1893), 38=39.

11 schulblatt, XXXV (1900), 88.
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Missour
1 Synod in 1911 synod still had not officlally recognized

the S
unday school and had given it no help or encouragement.




CHAPTER V

THE GROWTH AND CHANGING ROLE OF THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL AFTER 1911

As far as the Sunday school's growth is concerned, there
seemed to be an extra special meaning in the amalgamation of the
English and the German Missouri Synods in 1911. Prior to 1911
the Sunday school was a small struggling movoment with a very
unstable position as far as the synods were officially concerned.
It was praised by some, demounced by others, and was tolerated
because it was the lesser of the two evils in an effort to keep
Lutheran children out of the Sunday schools of other denominations.
This attitude limited the spread of the Sunday school becauss it
could be justified only where there were other churches in the
neighborhood competing for the children's attention.

It was the English Synod that began the trend away from the
ddea that the Sunday school was solely a missionary or stop-gap
agency. An increasing number of congregations began to use the
Sunday sclhool as a legitimate educational agency alongside the
parochial school and the Christemlehre. As the Sunday school
took on this new educational role, and as this new understanding
of the Sunday school spread to the German Missouri Synod, the
Sunday school began a tremendous growth.

In 1911 the Sunday school was statistically just a hanger-on,
being mentioned only in the margins of the parochial report for
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amalgamated synod. The only fairly accurate reports in regard to
the Sunday school were from the English Synod congregations which
had been reporting their Sundey schools for some time. Even these
partial reports indicated that by 1911 the Sunday school movement
was becoming very stronge Although the number of Sunday schools
and teachers was not reported, the parocﬁial report for 1911 showed
66,738 children enrolled in the Missouri Synod congregations.

The changing role of the 3uynday aschool during the years
after the amalgamation is further reflected in the fact that the
day school program bagan to slow down while the Sunday school
movoment grew by leaps and bounds. 4s more and more congregations
began to see in the Sunday school a way of decreacing the financial
burden of a parochial school, the dire prediction that the Sunday
school would supplant the day school came true. Although the
Surday schoocl movement showaed a constant growth except for a brief
period at the beginning of the Second ¥World War when many young
men. were called to service, the number of parochial schools varied
from year to year reaching a low of 1,097 schools in 1945 after a
high of 1,380 schools in 1936: enrollment reachked a low of 71,151
ir 1940 after 2 high of 80,263 in 1931.

It is interesting to note that after 1946 the parochial schoal

program again gained momentum and 'in 1957 surpassed its previoua:
high earocllment by about 60,000, The statistical figures on the
following page give a fairly complete picture of what happened in
thp Missouri Synod's educational program since 1911,




STATISTICAL COMPARISON OF THE DAY SCHOOL AND THE SUNDAY SCHOCL ON THE BASIS OF SELECTED
YEARS WHICH SHOW THE PEAK AND LOW POINTS IN THE PROGRESS OF THE,DAY SCHOOL OVER
AGAINST THE STEADY INCREASE OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

L L

1920 197 1936 1940 1945 1957
Congregations and
preaching stations 4,188 1,80k 5,021 5,178 5¢303 6,387
Day schools 1,310 1,358 1,380 1,259 1,097 1,404
Day school enrollment 73,063 80,263 76,811 7,151 78,234 140,622
Sunday schools 1,587 3,00 3,15 3,635 4,051 5,149
Sunday school 4
enrollment 2108,133 223,024 249,229 281,572 290,166 700, 0l4ls
h-i.l Lutheran Chureh—Missourt Synod, The, Parochial Reporw (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing

**Prior to 1920 the figures for the day school also included some part time agencies.

9€
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While the Sunday school begam to take on theo character of
& aajor educmtional agency in the iLesourd Synod, it did not lose
its missionary character as an agenoy to reach “the heathen at our
don:ateps."l Throughout ita history the missionary outleok was
& permanent feature of the Sunday school movements iilth omphasias
8till on "reaching the heathen" the Sunday school program of
the Himsouri Symod branched ocut beyond "our doorateps™ ia 1948
and bogan its Sunday schoel by mail program.

fhe Alberta and British Columbia District in Canada had
started this program on a limited scale to reach their meabera in
outlying areas already in 1934%. When the idez finally filtered
down %o the Synod's Sunday school board in the 1940%'s it had proved
to be effoctive. .

Caring first of all for itas congregationa' oun members in
areas too remote for regular Sunday school attendancey Synod also
extendod Sunday school materials to whomever requested them. Using
the facilitios of the lccal congregations, district and synodical
mission boards and the Lutheran Hour,® the "Sunday School By Mail®
Program was presented to the mm:ltl.3 Two years later, in 1950,
more than 5,000 were enrolled in the "“Sunday School By Mail" program,

1 4. ¢. P[elack srsunday Mchool Statisticsy” Ly Yies LIT
(December 21, 19%3), .

- The Luthersn Hour is the international radie program of
The Lutheran Church=-Misasouri Synod.

3 . €. Streufert "Sohool by Halls" ko Bes LAVEE (ugust
24y 1948), 275.
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and regular lessons were being sent to Japan, Hawaii, Germany,
England, the Phillipines, Central and South America, and the
Bahamas, not to mention the United States and cmdn."'

It was natural that as the Sunday school movement grew the
Bynods would have to take official recognition of its presence. By
1922, however, oven though the English Symed had contributed its
Sunday schocl material when it became the English district, the
8ynod had done nothing officially. In response to a request from
interested persons in St. Louis, a general Sunday school board-
vas appointed by the president of the synod in January; 1922 .5
This board made a astudy of the Sunday schoo.‘i.a in the synod and
began preparation of materials for all age levels of children and
aids for teachers. When their progress was reported to the 1923
8ynodical convention, they were emgouraged in their work and were
made 2°'permanent board with the task of working with Concordia
Publishing Houaes in producing Sunday school materialse. At the
same time Syncd rejected the idea of calling a full time editor
of Sunday school material and resclved that the Sunday school
board and the gcniza:l. school board should meet together frequently

¥ "Sunday School by Mail Reaches Japan," L. W.; LXIX
(January 24, 1950), 28.

> A. L. Miller, Educational Afministration and Sypervision
Sf the Lutheran Schoo:l.s of the _H:_Lluouri 0 licfﬂcago:
The Un: University of C ago Prnas, 1951),

6 Concordia Publishing House is owned and operated by The
Lutheran Church--Missourl Synod.
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to harmonize their o!torta.7 After four joint meetings of the
two boards it became evident that there could and would be harmony
between the two previously antagonistic groups.a in response to
a second request for a full time Suynday school editor, the Rev,
Wm. H. Luke was appointed editer of Sunday school literature. He
began his work in May of 192?.9

‘Organization and development continued to advance rapidly.
As the Sunday school movement grew, districts also began establishing
Sunday school boards. As they found it more expedient, they
consolidated the Sunday school board with their general school
board to form a single board of education. Synod also consolidated
its two boards in 1929 but al;owed each group to retairn its offices
in Chicago and St Louiu.lo This separation defeated the purpose
of the amalganation of the boards, so in 1932 the synod established
a single. cffice for both committees in St. Louis, and began enlarging
its staff, The Reve A. C. Mueller was called to succeed Luke who
had died in October of 1932 Dr.J. M. Weidemschilling was employed
fo develop the Junior Bible Class department.

There had been agitation for several years to appoint an

executive secretary for parish education but nothing was done in

7 Hiller. EE' ‘G_iﬁog Pe .

8 Ih’-do' Pe "a.

9 Logce. clts

20 Ibidey Do b3,
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this respect until 1943 when the Reve Arthur C. Repp was called
upon to develop, among other things, the Sunday school program
and rolated part time elemantary mneiea-u

The tremendous growth o.;' the Sunday school was. of course
act over, but it had by this time reached a point where it was
recognized as an integral part of synod's educational program on
an equal footing with the pnreoln_ul schoole. “hat kad started as
@ suppressed rebel uprising had become one of the major agencies
of the synod. It was educating the majority of the Hissouri Synod's
Rmembers and was augmented for the most part only by one or two years
of coafirmation instruction. What had been feared by those who
Opposed the Sunday school whean it first began to make inroads on
the Synod's congregations had become a reality, although after
1946 the parochial school program began to recover much of the
ground it had loste

A Abidey ppe 5456,




CHAPTER VI

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS AND TEACHER TRAINING
AFTER 1911

The rapid growth of the Synday school movement in the Missouri
Synod aggravated the problem of deriving the most bemefit from this
institution. When classes had been limited to mission children and
carefully picked teachers had the children only momorize Bible
Passazes and catechism texts there was little need of extensive
Sunday school materials or a teacher training program. As growing
numbers of Sunday schools were established in the congregations of
Synod, and as these Sunday schools became larger and had to instruct
the congregation's own children, the problem of providing adequate
materials and supervision became acute. Not only were the lay
teachers unckilled in teaching proceedures but usually they themselves
had only a tenuous grasp of the doctrine they were supposed to be
teaching. Clearly what was needed was Lutheran materials to put
into the hands of these teachers but since synod did not recognize
the existence of the Suynday school as a legitimate educational agency
it would not prepare materials for it. Some Sunday schools weant
to other Lutheran synods that were producing Sunday school materials
but others did not discriminate and used whatever they could get
their hands on regardless 5: doctrinal content.

Seeing that what was being produced by individual men in synod
was not enough to £ill the need, Concordia Publishing House, without
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the backing of synvd, began publishing some Sunday school materials
in 1911; but despite ropeated efforts to get synod to approve the
Program nothing was accomplished until Eduund Seuel became manager
°f She publiching house. Kie efforts to get the 3t. Loula faculty
to edi% the Syndsy school material that the publishing house was
Producing met with refusal for a number of yearss Uhen ho found
Unitarian Sunday school. leaflets in the deak of a Lutheran school
in Wew Orlasna where he was attending a synodical convention in
2916y ke returncd to St. Louls more determined thon ever to force
the faculty to conser and approve the publishing house's Junday
8chool materiad. His tmt'-_to publish the reasons for their refusal
in a gyanodical _publ!.oatim; moved the 3t. Louls faculty to agree to
cdit the Sunday school. material. Seuel chose one of the nost ardent
Cpponants of tho idea, Prof. lHicholas Metzger, as editor. HMetager
himcelf came to see the value of the project ané enlisted the support

of the other ab:jwtora-l'

Synod itself begun to take a hand in supervising and assisting
the Sunday school when the 1920 coaventiorn iunstructed its president
0 appoint a Sunday school comaittees The editor of the Sunday
school material, however, remained an employee of the publishing
house until 1927 when he was finally made responsible directly to
the officinl board of Synode"

i

A. c. H.
2
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Thiz new Sunday school material rapidly caught hold in
the congregations and supplanted the various materials that they
had been using. By 1929, a questionaire sent to all the pastors
of synod indicated that.96.15 percent of the Sunday schools in
8ynod were using the Concordia Publishing House series. A few
were still using materials from other Lutheran synods and only one
aon-Lutheran publication was reported. Other church bodies also
began using the publishing house's natogiul and in 1929 the Sunday
8chool publications had a circulation of 202,700 while the Synod
had only 189,820 pupd.ls.3

The full scale publication of synod approved Sunday school
lessons was the first step in bringing the Sunday schools of
syned doctrinally into line, but just having doctrinally sound
materials did not completely answer the problem of unskilled
teachers. Although here and there voices were raised in regard
to the inadequacy of the teachers, The Lutheran Witness of 1912,
carried the first extensive exposition of what the Sunday school
teacher should be. This article, “The Gualifications of a Lutheran
Sunday=-school Teacher," by J. C. Ambacher, appeared in four
rarts from January 4, 1912, through February 15, and covered these
seven points: Legitimacy to Teach, Devoutneas, Intelligence,
Dignity, Gentleness, Punctuality, and Perseverance. b This discussion

3 A. c- H.

4 J. C. Ambacher, "The Qualifications of a Lutheran Sunday-
school Teacher," L. W.s XXXI (January 4,and 18, February 1, and 15,

1912), 3-4, 11-12, 21=22, 27




by
vas based on sexipture and presented a thorough picture of the
ideal Sunday school teacher. ilthough its sights were dofinitely
high, 1t was nevertheless a very practical article and did amot
ask the impoasible.

The caraful selection and training of teacheras was a constant
theme in The Lutheran #itness and other synodical publications
becsuse the idea was provalent that the Sunday achosl should gladly
take anyone who wanted to teach or who thought they could teach.

It was stated time and agsin that although teachers were badly
asodod, there should be a critical selection and a training prograne
Toachers meetings skhould be held regularly and yastors should
carefully explain the materiasls for the teachers to pass on to
their children. Pastors that left their Sunday schools to shift
for itasl? uwithout his supervision and training were demounced as
not fulfilling the obligutions of their office. :

& temcher training program sponsored by synod had $o waid
until 1929, & survey in that year showed that only 13.5 percent
of the Sunday schools had weakly teachers® meotinga and in most
cases these were merely business m_ctinsa.s The creatica of
a aynodical Suynday school board in 1929, implemented a partisl
renedy for the situation. In 1930, the Sunday school board
Sponsored a two weseok sumuer camp for Sunday school workers at

Arcadia, !-ﬂ.ch:l.gun,s and a few yeoars later a correspondence course

5a.com
6 "Notes and News," L. V.¢ XLIX (Kay 13, 1930), 171.
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ﬂppeazed.7 Neither of these seemed to have any lasting effect.

On the local level around 1929-30, large cities and districts
8et up Sunday school associations to help in the training of :
teachers and the general improvement of the Sunday school program
in member congregations.

In 1936 tho president of synod appointed a committee to
develop a teacher training program cousisting of aan integrated
sories of booklets covering the various aspscts of teaching, mainly
in regard to understanding the Bible better. *hese booklets began
appearing in 1938 and by 1942 hnd had a considerable impact upon
the Sunday schools. By February of 1942. text-books, test sheets,
and instructors guides had passed the 150,000 mark and 20,000
credits had been issued to teachers in 800 congregations. Such
coursss as “Working Together," a course in organization and admine-
istration, "0ld Testament listory," "New Lestament History,"
"Fundamental Christian Bgliefs," "Directing the Learner," and
"Learning to Know the Child" began to give the teachers of synod

& much better background for toaching.s

7 100 Years of Christian Edueation. Oope cit.y pPe 201.

8 4, C, Mueller, "Taaaher Training=-An Opportunitye" L. We,:
IXI (February 17, 1942), 55=56.




CHAPTER VII
CONCLUBICH

The Sunday school movement in the Hissouri 3ynod has had a
Vory colorful but 4ifficult road to travel. Although today it
holde the honor of being the major educationzl agency for the
2njority of the members of the Missourdl Synod, there was a time
when the Syndey school was an unwanted institutiom. At its inception
the Junday achool was primarily a missionary agency in both the
Inglish Syncd and the Germon Missouri Synode It had to correct
the bad feoaturos of its M"oectarian™ counterpart, and alasc had to
Stay out of the way of the parochisl day school. At best it was
only toleorated by the leaders of the synoda in its early.days.

As time went ony various exteornal factors made the Sunday
Bchool a necesaary, if not a denired, -institution. Fublic schools
wore drawing meny children away from the parochial schoola, and
Gome provision had to be made to give them at loast a little
religious instruction. Noa=Lutheran 3unday sckools were also
pulling tho children of the Lutheran pasishes into their schools
on Hunday moraings. In order to keep their own children, the
Lutheran congregations had to develop a comparable program. The
alssionary aspect of the Sunday school prompted still othexr con=-
grogations to open some sort of a Sunday school program. Oradually
more and more congregations saw a possible benefit in asuch an
eadeavour, and the Sunday school movement was on its waye.
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In many ways, the Sunday school was unduly hampered by the.
adverse attitude of the leaders of the synodss Sgme pastors would
have nothing to do with a Synday school in their own congregationms,
and the laymen had %o run them the best they counld. Often outright
Opposition was expressed by the pastor and parochial school teachers
because they were afraid that the Sunday school would replace the
parochial school. Thus, from the very beginning the Sunday school
lacked competent leadership.

This lack of proper leadership in the Suynday school movement
accounted for most of the low doctrinal standards and poor teaching
which were charged against the Synday school. (Undoubtedly many of
the undesirable aspects of the Synday school program in the present

day Missouri Synod are an outgrowth of these unguided beginnings.)

To gounter-act the influence of the Sunday school material
from other denominationa, some Missouri Synod men independently
produced lutheran materials for Missouri Synod Synday schoolse
Some of these men were moved to write materials because they con=
sidered a Lutheran Sunday achool less offensive and detrimental
than having Lutheran childreon attedd the Sunday schools of other
denominations, Others wrote because they felt that the Sunday school

had a definite value as a mission or educational agencye.

The Synday school movement in the Missouri Synod had experienced
rapid growth since it began in the latter half of the nineteenth
century, but with the amalgamation of the English Synod with the
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German Missouri Synod in 1911, the Sunday schoocl program leaped
forward. It did not take long for the Sunday school enrollment
%o rise above that of the day school, particularly when the day
8chool suffered a severe set back because of the Sunday school.
Only in recent years has the day school risen to the stremgth
it enjoyed in the 1930's,

Even with the rapidly increasing strength of the Sunday
8chool, the synod was very slow to accord it official recognition.
Supervision and the publication of materials had to wait until the
late 1920's. ¥or ten more years the official program did little
more than mark time while the Sundq; achool enrollment grew larger
and larger. Finally action was begun in the 1930's and in the 1940's
& creditable Sunday school program developed with the synod.

With the Sunday school and the parochial school no longer
fighting, they both began to work side by side to help each other
and both began to profit. Today the Lutheran Church--}Missouri Synod
is a leader among other Lutheran synods in both the parochial and

the Sunday school programs.
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