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or city, as the case may have been.15 Philosophically the 

term connotes man's relative relationship to the absolute 

concept of perfect education, especially as Plato used it, 

"So ist die notwendige transzendente Ausrichtung der Paidela 

gefunden, "2° 

We turn now to the Old Testament to study the concept of 

chastisement in the Hebrew and biblical Greek usage. In 

addition to the discussion of 79 ‘170 4in chapter three, we 

should here add some significant quotations from Bertram, 

The non-physical aspect of discipline, the intellectual, is 

stressed especially in the Law and Wisdom Literature according 

to Bertram. 

Deis Wort gehort gewisz demselben Begriffsfelde zu u 
kann auch selber sowohl Zucht (4m sittlichen, nicht im 
biologischen Sinn) als Zichtigung bedeuten, aber es kann 
auch einen mehr intellektualistischen Sinn annehmen u 

wirte dies Liasishabtesioasittaeieans t= EE 
He summarizes the whole concept in the brief but emphatic 

statement that all discipline stems from God and has its 

power and authority from God alone.28 

The prophets show the people that deportations, exiles, 

enemy invasions, are God's doing. They are all interpreted 

as a call to repent and to turn from the evil ways as a 

  

151ps4a., pe 600. 

l6Tpid., ps 602. 

17rpid., pe 60h. 
18tp14 . 605. "Alle Zucht wird auf Gott guruck- z Pe ; e Zucht wird auf Gott zuruc 

gefuhrt, Tn ihm ist ihre Authoritat begrundet.”   
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nation,+? Gradually the concept of individual chastisement 
and correction is almost lost amid the folkeplety. The indie 

vidual is viewed as a part of the larger whole--Israel, and 

so his sufferings are to be also for the benefit of the whole 

--Israe1,20 

When the translators of the LXX came to express the 

thoughts contained in 197%, they used 7/ac Geca « Strictly 

speaking, the classical meaning, as stated above, 2 empha- 

sized the instructional aspect rather than corporal forms of 

discipline. Bertram presented this summary: 

Damit erhalten die griech Vokabeln eine neue, ihnen 
urspr fast fremde Bdtg. 7/acSe nimmt den Sinn von 

dringe tn die sts lichen Texte das inteliektuelle 
Moment von Bildung, Erziehung u Unteppicht viel weiter 
ein, als das im Urtext der Fall War. 

Therefore, it is not an overstatement to say that the profane 

term, with much of its original meaning, came into the Greek 

Bible. It was a recognized fact in those days that the father 

was responsible for the education of his child, either by 

training the child at home or by engaging a teacher for the 

child. This is the "Sitz im Leben" of the term 7acSs& ,°3 

Thus it was only natural for the term to pick up the religious 

  

l9tp1d., pe 606. 

20mid., pe 607~ 

21gy Yas PP» 31-36 

22pertram, Ke, op. cit., p. 607. 

23a. Bertran, Image Dei, Compiled by Heinrich Bornkamm 
(Giessen: Verlag Von ed Toepelmann, 1932), pe 35. Here- 
after this article will be referred to as ID.
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aspects when applied to the anthropomorphic picture of God as 

Father, Mother, and King. 2+ 

In the Fsalter the term was employed to describe the 

chastissment or education from God to teach His psople His 

Holy Will, The prophetic writings say more explicitly that 

these chastisements took the form of invasions, exiles, etc. 

Thus all of the evidence points toward the conclusion that 

the term 774c¢Get4 , once a purely intellectual, educational 

concept, is now expanded to include physical affliction as a 

pert of God's training plan for His people.2> However, no 

matter how severe the affliction, it was never the intention 

that the one afflicted should die from it.26 

Extremely interesting is the thought of the Jews that 

the Law was set up to be a means of their education unto life 

and salvation. When a person broke this Law, they viewed the 

punishment as a chastisement which came through the Law. 

From this stage, the folk-piety tended toward a position which 

would make the Law of God their almighty educator. In reality 

this was equating God's revelation in the Law with the training 

of God through afflictions, which came upon them because of 

some infraction of the Law. 

Das Gesetz dient nicht einer allmahlichen Erziehung des 
Volkes, sondern ist Ausdruck des unbedingten Gottes- 
willens, ohne dessen Erfiillung es uberhaupt keine 

  

2htpid., p. 38. Note Deuteronomy 8:5 "Know then in your 
heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God 
aisciplines you. " 

25rnia., Ppe 38-9. 

26rpid., Pe 4S. 

c
n
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Gemeinschaft nicht mit Gott gaben kann.2? 

Before we study the New Testament usage of 7acSeca , 

the development and influence of the intertestamental period 

must be surveyed. Philo frequently employed the concept of 

Waceecg » On the basis of the general educational concept 

of the early Greek and the concept of chastisement common to 

the Jews, Philo developed a theological-=philosophical cone 

cept which could be clothed with the history of God's plan of 

salvation for His people .28 

Josephus recognized the double-pronged meaning of 

Tatveca » the training as one's mental education and the 

training as one's religious or spiritual education.@? Because 

of an oriental influence upon him, Josephus does not specifi-e 

cally adhere to the concept revealed in the 01d Testament. 

Bertram stated that: 

Wacsevev y WatP&la werden also von Josephus im Sinne 
von Erziehung u Bildung gebraucht. Die spezifisch at. 
liche Bdtg Zucht u Ztichtigung glaubte er wohl seinen 
Lesern nicht zumuten zu konnen. 

Concluding the intertestamental period, we notice the 

influential ideas offered by the rabbinic traditions. Basic 

to their theology was the concept that: "aie Erziehung durch 

  

27rpide, Pe 336 
28bertram, Ke, Op» cite, Pe 611. 

29Ipid., p. 615. 

30Ipia.
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Gott wesentlich Zuchtigung pedeutet, "22 In an effort to rece 

onelile the mental difficulties caused by the suffering, in 

regard to comprehending God's loving nature as co-existing 

with His wrathful nature, the rebbis pictured God as a God 

with love in one hand and wrath in the other hand. They 

placed the emphasis in their concept of chastisement upon 

God's love and His correcting hand rather than upon the suf- 

fering and learning of man. This shift in emphasis from an 

anthropocentric view to a theocentric one is the most impor-= 

tant ccentribution of Judaistic theology. The answer to a 

man's question of why he is suffering comes from the Lord's 

plan of training. 22 This last thought is not clearly exe 

pressed until leter times, The Jewish people were taught, 

however, that sin was followed by punishment, of which sicke- 

ness was a form. 

Sickness is a punishment for sin, and it is a recognized 

(ico. God) forgives ali his sins (Bab.Neddjla).oo 
Turning now to the New Testament usage of /acGEeca , 

we shall give special emphasis to the occurrences in the 

Epistle to the Hebrews. Thayer stated this meaning for Heb- 

rews 12:6: “in bibl. and eccl. use employed of God, to 

chasten by the infliction of evils and calamities"; and for 

  

3lipid., pe 615. 

32Ibid., pe 617. 

33¢, Bertram, Bible Key Words, translated by J. R. 
Coates (New York: Harper ani Brothers, Publishers, 1951), I,
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verse 7 he said: "to chastise with blows, to scourge. "34 

Other lexicons list such meanings as: "to instruct or trein 

up, "39 "to discipline with punishment, "36 "to chasten, cor- 

rect, or chastise."37 Lenski noticed the general meaning of 

"education" in the classics and the papyri and also the ox- 

panded meaning of TacSE6A in Hebrews 12: "the word means 

‘discipline,’ and in the present connection painful disci- 

pline, se that we translate ‘chastisement,' for 1t includes 

'scourging. 1"38 Trench concludes that the men of religion 

pourec 2 new meaning inte the concept 77ar& &ld: 

They felt and understood that all effectual instruction 
for the sinful children of men, includes and implies 
chastening, or, a8 we are accustomed to say, out of a 
sense of the same truth, "correction. "39 

In commenting on Hebrews 12:5 Barnes is more precise in de- 

fining the type of affliction involved in 7/7acS$ Ea when 

he stated: "does not refer to affliction in general, but 

that kind of affliction which is designed to correct us for 

    

345, Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testa- 
ment (New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 1587), pe 

35Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Bible 
(Twenty-second American edition; New York: Funk and Wagnais 
Company, 1957), pe. 156. 

36arndt-Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament (Chicago: University of Ghicago Press, 1957); p. 608, 

37 apvott~Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testa- 
ment (Third edition; Edinburgh: T, and IT, Clark, 1953), p. 333. 

38tenski, Interpretation of the Bets Pp, the Hebrews 
(Columbus: Lutheran Book Goneern, 1938), Pe e 

39R. C. Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament (Ninth edi- 
tion; Grand Rapids: Wm. Be Berdaane Publishing Co., 1953), p. 
111.
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our faults, or which is of the nature of discipline, "40 Dods 

also 1s convinced that 7/4:Seca refers to the whole training 

and education of the child 42 Wuest, however, adds that 

adults also receive such training from God, for they are al-~ 

ways included in the concept of children of God, 

It speaks also of whatever in adults cultivates the soul, 
especially by correcting mistakes and curbing the pas- 
sions. It speaks also of instruction which aims at the 
increase of virtue. The word does not have in it the 
idea of punishment, but of corrective measures which will 
eliminate evil in the life and encourage the good. 

Westcott is in full accord with the idea that Wac$ ea has 

mainly moral instructional connotations. He contrasted 
7 

THF &0Ev ana ScSarkeavto show this: 
7 

TlaSebew, tne habitual rendering of 727 in the LXX 
(about 4.0 times), suggests moral training, disciplining 
of the powers of man, while $-<SuaoWecv expresses the 
communication of a particular lesson . ... The 
training given by fi great master is something far more 
than his teaching. 3 

ThacSeca » aS we have discussed it thus far, is used 

in Hebrews to refer to divine discipline. Emphatically Del- 

itzsch stressed this point in his exposition of Hebrews 12:11: 

"But as at vers. 7, 8, 77achbéa@ 1s used simply for divine 
  

  

Og, Barnes, Notes on the New Testament (London: Blackie 
and Son, 1832), IX, 307. 

h1pods, Ope cite, Pe 365. 

h2renneth Wuest, Hebrews in the Greek New Testament for 
the English Reader (Grand Rapids: Wm. 5. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company, L947), Pe 217. 

43B, F, Westcott, The Epistle to the Hebrews (Granada 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pep Ttabine Company, 1951), p. 02. 
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chastisement, so here 7/0 oA TAtGEA 4s every kind of 

chastening that comes from Goa, "44 Furthermore, he makes a 
A 2 

distinction between W4/$eid and ELE) 7 Ww: 

Such experience of suffering imposed by the wisdom of 
divine love is here called 709772 (7ac6eca ), a 
fatherly discipline or process of education, and 
STI7S2 (RALPH Le-Sac ), reproof, such as makes us 
conscious of our Tapits and errors, and so prompts our 
moral improvement. 

For a brief moment we shall investigate more thoroughly 
Zn 4 

the contribution which ENE} makes to the concept of 

chastisement. Liddell and Scott list two basic meanings: (ea) 

"to disgrace, put to shame"; (b) "to cross-examine, question," 

Many varistions of (b) are given, such as "to test, to prove, 

to refute, to expose, to decide a dispute,” etc 46 Bichsel 

stresses the fact that these second meanings were later 47 

Thayer notes that the New Testament usage means "to correct: 

(a) by word--admonish or reprove; and (b) by deed--chasten or 

punish." The latter is applied to Hebrews 12:5,48 Cremer is 

not nearly as strong in his stress upon the actual punishment, 

  

hip, Delitzsch, Commentary on the Epistle to the Heb- 
rews, translated by T. Kingsbury (Grand Rapid 2 Wm. Be 
Berdmans Publishing Company, 1952), II, 323. 

U5apia., pe 312. 
L6rsqdel1-Scott, op. cite, ps 531. 
47siecnsel in sheologishenhes Woerterbuch zum Neuen Test- 9 

ament, herausgegeben von G. Kittel (Stuttgart: erlag von V. 
Kohlhammer, 1935), II, 407. "Spiater heiszt es: a. durch 
Woerfuhrung, Widerlegung uam beschamen, auch: b. tadeln, 
anderseits ec, tberftihren, widerlegen, dann geradezu d. deuten 
aufweisen, schlieszlich auch: e. ausforschen, untersuchen,." 

1ommayer, Ope cite, Pe 203.


