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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTIOM

What does it mean to be "all one in Christ Jesus?"l

The history of the Christian Church from the first to
the twentieth century could be writiten in terms of its atrug-
gle to maintain, to demonstrate, or to realise this fundamen-
tal unity® betuecn the Lord Jesus Christ and His body, the
Christian Church, bescught of God the Father by Him in His
greabt nigh-pricstly prayer,3 and declared above by St., Paul,
But is this oncness an earthly or 2 spiritual oneness? 1s
it @ oneness to be manifest in this life and world or only
hereafter? Is it & ononess which ca exis%“dQSpite or ine
spite of divisions, irictions, and refusal of fellowship be-
tween Christians? Or is 1t a oneness which requires a cer=
tocin and reasonable external unity as 1ts fruilt, if it iﬁ to
be genuine, and if so what is to be the nature of this exter=
nal unity? | |

These questions are being &sked by more and more chrii- f
tians., Thet they constitute the burden of the modern ecu=

menical movement is illustrated by the theme of the North

1gal., 3:28. P -

_ 2Ruth Rouse and Stephen Charles Neill, edltors, A His=-  ,;
tory of the Ecumenicsl lovement, 1517-1948 (S.F.C.K. ¢ Lon- %

on, ESIH P.-‘Z?-.
3Jomn 17:21. 3
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American Conference on Falth and Order on behalf of the World
Council of Churches (1957), which was "The Hature of the
Unity We Seek."l

The Wew Testamont knows only one church, and that church
is the body of Christ, the communion of saints, the ecclesia,
the elect, Uhere this church was to be found we are also
told., There was the church at Jerusalem, at Antioch, at‘
Babylon, the Church of Laodicea; of Sardis, the church in
Smyrna, in Perpgemos, even the church in Nymphast house,s to
mention some. Ilowever, already in apostolic times conten-
tiona and divisions developed in the church, so that some
sald they were of Faul, obthers of Apollos,; still others of
ngh;s,G and false teachers began to trouble and split the
etmreh.’ The conflict with the Judaisers and with other er=
rorists and heretics called forth from the apostles strong
denunciation of those who forsook the doctrine and faith
they had received,® With the advent of Gnosticism and its
deniel of the lmmen nature of Clrilst, there was cdl led forth

from St., Jolmn the command to ceasze all fellowship with such

zaul S. Minear, editor, The Nature of the Unity We
Seek (St., Louils: The'aethnny Press, c..1950).

5col. L:15.

é1. cor. 3:4,21.

TGel, 2:12,13.

8cal, 1:8; Rom. 16:17.




3
as abide not in the doctrine of Christ, for t.ey are de-
ceivers and antlichrists,?

To heal some of the controversiesa which later rent the
church, there were convened the four great escumenical coun-
cils of Nicea (I),325, Constantinople (I),381, Ephesus,}31,
and Chalcedon,i5l, followed later by Constentinople (Ii),
553, Constantinople (IXI),680, and Nicea (II),787. At the
Counell of Nicea muny of the bishops of the church were pres-
ent, some of them bearing the scars of persecutions The em-
porer (Uonstantine, who convened the council, himself was
oresent.  He hoped thet if the decislons of this council
uere accepbted universaelly, that a united church would then
help cement together his unuieldy smpire. But in this he
vas bitterly disappointed. Though some historians contend
thnt nover beforc or after was the church at large more ef-
feetivel, and complzately cne than during this period, 313-
451,19 in red ity the churesn never knew true unity. In the
second century there was the.Montanist and Apollinarian con- |
troverszies, followed by the Novatian in the third century,
ané the Donatist and Arian in the fourth century. The actual
state of affairs in the early church, therefore, was quite
contrary to the popular ecumenical belief that before Con=-
stantine the unity of the church was & unity of faith, wor-

gship and spirit. Unable to achieve & unity of faith the
- -

911 John 7f.

10Rouse and Neill, op. cite, pPe 9.
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emphasis was shlfted to an attempted unity of organization.
Both orthodoxz and heretic within the external church agreed
that the church of Jesus Christ should be one end world-wide,
Beeil the Greabt affirmed that "our faith is not one thing at
Seloucia, another at Constantinople, another at Zela, ano-
bher ot Home « » « but one and the same everywhera.“ll In
the ceazeless elffort to eflect an apostolic unity within the
church, most ol the ecumenical methods operative today were
tried. The best that was attained was a kind of organiza=-
tional unity under Constantine.

In the fifth century the aceds of the nationalistic
churches ware sown, the zo-called "Leasser' Churches of the
saet, the Copbtic, Ethiopian, Syrian and Assyrian, which to-
day ore either “monophysite" or "Nestorian."! (Zerlier there
was the Armenian Church). Then came the split between the
Groclk and Latin churches, »esulting in a permanent schism
hetween East and YWest. All efforts To heal thls breach up
te the present time have been of no evail. However, thauﬁo;
men Church of the west by stringent discipline was ao sun-'
ces:ful in suppressing heresy that even as late es the four-
teenth century the outward unity of the church was little
disturbed by opposing minority groups within the Roman
Church. But the moral and spiritual corruption of that

church celled forth the Reformation. The retum on the pert

LS
é

llIbid.. e 1,

PRV gy
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of t e Reforners to the Sceriptures, wiiile it releaszed
Chelstendom fronm the strangleholé of Rome resulted, alas,
in nony more divisions witiln western Christendom. This di-
vided stete of the church has developed to its inevitable
conclusion, so that in Amerlca, the home of the sects, thire
are now recognisable some 250 religious g roups.
Side by slde with the fraguentaiion of Chrristondom
ro has been, nevertheless, a desp awnreness that the
churchy of Jesus Chrlst 1s cnhe, Thnls osgentia)l ononess has
on apparent in the common hymn heritage of the chureh, 4in
its common pgoal--the reclalming of the lost, and the bring-
1n; of the hoathen into the kingdom of God, as well ss in
o common stand against many flagrant social evils.
aureh leaders of every &0 havo reslised the incompat=

IDZ1LEy of e ZSeripture-abtestoed cnenass of ths Christian

fanltn “Lth the divided state of Christendom. Luther too, ; 3 i
ey whon truth was far more important then extornal unity, W

wes daeply concerned end grieved over the disrupticns within
the Christian Chureh, In his Large Catechian he expreases
Lis deeyr conviebion concerning the "Only Holy Catholic
Church” thus: b

I believe that there is upon carth a 1ittle holy group
enc con_regetion o7 pure saints, under one head, even |
Chrlst, called tLogether by the Holy Ghoat in one falth, X
one ;.und , end understanding with menifold gifts, vet !
a:reoeing in love,; without sccts or schisms., I am also
o part a-xd sembar of the same, a sharer and joint olmen
of 81l tho goods it possesses, urought to it and noo:
porated into 1t by the loly Ghoat by having heard an
contiming to hear the Word of God, which is the
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beginning of entering 15,12
Luther and his co-workers earnestly recommended free general
Christian councils, which would be truly representative -and
be independent of papal dlctation, =o that unity, especially
concerning the Gospel and the Sacraments, might ve achieved.
That, for example, was the purpose of the famous Marburg
Colloguy of 1529 with Zwingli.

Since the time of the Reformatlon many carefully pre-
pared plans for the unificetion of the church have Leen con=-
ceived. Host notable iere Samuel S. Schumucker's proposals
in the 1620's for “An Apostolic Frotestant Church of Amer-
ica," baced on & thoroush exposition of the desirability of
church union.>2 Whole movements have been inaugurated to
gchieve unity, movements which ironically crystallised them-
solves into new denominctions, as was typified by the Camp-
cellite movement, There were also such carefully prepared
proposals as the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral of the 1880's
submitted by the Anglican Comzmunion. However, 1%t remained
for such adventures of faith as the Y.M.C.A, and the Y.W.C.
A.,, the Christian Student'!s Assocciatlion, and the various na-
tional and international Eible and Mis sionary Societiea to
ineugurate-the present worl&-wide ecumenical movements of

the Internetionel Council of Churches and the World Councll

12Tr1510t Conccrdia (5t. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Publish-
ing tiouse, 1921), pe GOl.

13Rouse end Heill, op. cit., ps 245.
lh1bid., p. 264.
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of Churches. Unfortunately, the ultimate ailm of the great
current ecumenical movements, which are having such world-
wlde repercussione on the Christien Church, is not an honest
effort to establish, to purify, and to consolldate the church
of Jesus Christ on the basis of the truth as revcaled in the
Scriptures. iHModern ecumenlism tenda to overlook doctrinal
disa;reement for the seke of unity. Its priwme concern is to
prepare the way for the purported; but seripturally unwar-
ranted, ostablishment ol the kingdom of God upon the earth.
In accordance with this mistaken concept of the future of
the church upon the earth, the ecumenical movements, rather
tnan pass judpgment or censorship upon heresy snd doctlrinal
aberations, solicit {rom every church its ccntribution.
This unamental premise gives to every errorist, heretic,
sch.smatlc or sectarian the same right and the same sauthor=-
ity as the true teachers of the church, who continue in
Chriet's Word. It is this spirit of uniomism, giving to er-
ror tre seme right as truth, and tolerating error alongslde
of truth, that is awekening an ever stronger, confessional i
attitude on the part of those who realise that it is the 4
Lord alone who is the licad of His Church, and that it is the
commandments of God alone whichk are to be taught, believed
and obeyed.

ilowever, this widening estrangement between ecumenism

and confessionalism, instead of lessening, is increasing
the problem of broken Christian Fellowship and a divided
Christendom. But now, more than ever before both tiwes and
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clrcumstences demend & united Christendom. Hodern transport
and communcetion heve not only brought the furthest nations
so close together, but scclel conditlions have brought the
individuals of every community into such close contact that
for Christiaens -to be wrangling with cach other and to refuse
to Tellowship with each other seems an incongruity which
makes & mockery of our common faith in a common Lord. The
preasing need for joint Christian action in dealing with the
problems of war, civilian annihilation, global suicide, mass
mirration, relief in times of national disaster, to mention
but & few Instances, iz so evident as to require the most

earacst effort to bridge the present impasse. While the evi

dent benef'lt from joint action in the rapidly expending
fields of home ond foreign missions, in the challenge con=-
fronting Christian education on every ievel. in the call for
a unanlmous moral judgment on such national and internation-
gl problems as divorce, delinquency, alcoholism, gambling,
not to overlook tradeunionism, strikes, socialism and commu-~
nism, surely reqguires the attention not only of those who
seeck union in Christendom without unity, but also the most
ecarnest concern and concerted effort on the part of confes-
sional Christiens. Or sihall we throw up our hands in de- |
speir and say that nothing can be done, since the church mil- E
itant is too hopelessly bogged down by heresy, perversion.

and schism?

Much to the chagrin of most Reformed churches the con=-
fessional Lutherans--in particular the Missouri Lutheran
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Church=-togzether with the Southern Baptlst Church of America
have stood aloof from the ecumenical movement, %¥Yet within
our confessional Lutheran churches there has arisen the
avareness both of the desirability and the deep necessity of
trying to achieve a God=pleasling union of those churches
which profess a common doctrinal background. In America
there vwere long nepgotliations between the various Lutheran
Synods resulting in the drawing up end adoption of a "Doe-
trinasl Affirmation and Brief Statement," In Australia in-
tersynodical negotiations between the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Australia and the United Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Australia, which recommenced in 1941 by an ex-
chonge of statements on the "Minimum Requirements for Church
Fellowship,” have resulted in the joint adoption of a con-
prehensive "Theses of Agreement." Despite this significant
achievement, the two Australien Lutheran Churches are unable
to agree es to what constitutes sinful unionism with refer-
ence to cooperation in sacris and cooperation ;g_gggggg;g;
Despite almost complete and unprecsndented doctrinal agree-
ment, de iure if not de facto, the negotiations have broken
down on such problems as membershiu in the Lutheran World
Federation, and joint mission work in New Guinea under the
proposed "Lutheran Church ilew Guinea."

The desirability not only of cooperation in externals,
but of altar and pulpit fsllowshin between churches of the

same confession is so self-evident as to be obvious. But

the question must be asked: "At what cost?" "Is church

3 Bl il =1 B & |
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union worth the compromising of the truth?" The ecumenical
movement generally hes as its goal unlty, uithout defining
the truth on which this unity is to be based, The confos-
Siocnal goal 1s the _.reservation of the truth, no matter what
the cost, The confessional conviction is that the truth
will of itself unite iIn Lhe btruest sense those who possess
: to 1t,
lowever, the problem arises. How far muat we make the
nfepslon of the truth divisive of our fellowship in Christ?
Is It voseible to expect and reculre of every Christian that
e agrees with ua and we with him in every polnt of doctrine
vractice? Is there a certaln fundamental position,
which if homestly endorsed, is as much as can be expected in
thiz world of diversified human character, mental grasp, en=
vironment and outlook? Is Christian Fellowship possible
without full agreement in all doctrine? Can Christian Fel-
lowehip be practlsed along-side of confessional witness?
Doea confessional witness to the truth always, inevitably
cnd eomple tely reguire separation? W11l not confessionalism
if lozleeslly endorsed and universally adopted lead ineovita-
bly to separatism, to individualism, and almost to a= many
different Christian "communions" as there are Christians?

The earthly church is confronted by Scylla and Chexyb-
dis. On the one hané there is being advocated union at any

coct, On %the other hand there is the danger of severe indi-

vidualism end a type of narrow confessionalism, which deniles
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the hand of our Christian Fellowship to all except those
who are in complete accord. Both extremes seem to be offen=-
sive Uo the true Christian conscience and disastrous for the
church at large,

To endeavor Lo bring scriptural clarification on this
vexing problem and to restate some of the basic principles
in such a way that they may throw ligh%t on our path as we

journey the troubled waters of inter-church negotiations 1is

the rurpose of this paper,




CHAPTER IT
THE FAITH WHICH JUSTIFIES AND SAVES

she Christien faith is citizenship in the
kingdom of heeven and eternal life with God. What this
kingdom of heaven %s Geripture clearly tesches us, With
cver;thing about to collapse around Him, with Hls earthly
minlstrey a seeming fallure, wlth His firlends having forsaken
im, with His own nation turned against [im and with death
tl:e cross only a ew hours off, the Saviour without the
glipghtest trace of feer or doubt simply, but categorically
‘irmed: "My kingdom 1z not of this world: if my kingdom
were of Ghis world, then would my servants fight « « « but
wl

from hence. Thaet this kingdom was
128 something which could be sighted or pin-pointed by humén
obscrvation, He, the Son of God, made guite clear: "The
comath not with observation.' That entrance

guired & chanze of heart, he unmlstak-

ntoc this kingdom re
ably declared; "Excert a man be born &gain, he cennot see :

God."3 That it was not 2 kingdom of sensual

C
-
Q
EI
L
-_l
o
(6]
]
=y

5t. Faul pointed out: "The kinzgdom of
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Liohn 18:36.

2Luke 17:20.

3J0&1n 3:3.
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19 not meet ond drink; bub righteousness, and peace and

Joy 1n the Holy Ghost."} Thet it was not & Pla tonlc or phil-

Q
2]
o

phical abstraction or theorising the same apostle demon-
strateds "The kinzdom of God is not in word, but in power."S
@t 1% was a kingdom of another world and another state he
conelusively affirmed: "Flegsh and blood cannot inherit the
qin_dom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption
» v+ « for this corruption must put on incorruption and this

rtel rmst put on immortality.'® The kingdom of heaven and

o' eternel blessedness 1n the presence of God.

vle become eligible for this kingdom of God, and receive

'
o
I
o

le of heirs to it, wnen the Holy Spirit awakens and
arcuses us to the knowledge of our sinful and utterly lost
condlilon and bestows in our hearts a penitent trust in the
Gboning merit of the death of God's Son. Conversion, that

s
o

omulete change of heart from unbelief to faith in

[+

(28

Sy
Christ, from pride to pentience, from rekellion to submis-
sion, from hatred against God to love for Him, is different
and distinct from & self-effected reformation of character
snd deeper than merc cesssation from gross sin. Starr Dally,
the thrice remanded convict, sinking slowly into uncon=-

sclousness in e dungeon, with ils srms and legs blue and

uﬂomans 1217,

fI Cor. 4529.
i & OOI‘. 1.)350.




p 11
swollen, and his veins and arteries enlarged and tight, was
prepared o die rathor than yield %o the iron will of the
prison deputy. Then something heppened. The hatred of his
heart vas changed by Christ into love. Iiis whole attitude
to life was transformed. The exconvict was on the road to
recovery, to rehabllitation, to Christ-inspired and Spirit-
sanctified living.!/ Conversion, whether it be immediate or
graduel, though in God's sight we are elther converted or
not converted, we are either for iim or against Him, is more
than a general, formal or historic knowledge of God and ac-
quaintance with the Gospel. It is a personal acceptance of
Him es God, and it implies complete willingness to Tollow
Him in obedience and faith.

This faith in the heart is wrought by the miraculous
power of the Holy Spirit throuzgh the means of grace. Faith
in the Lord comes from the hearing of His lord. Because
there is not salways an imme diate response to the Word, many
Reformed and Calvinistic theologlans have contended that the
Holy Spirit converts directly. But since St, Paul asserts
that "feith cometh by heering, and hearing by the Word of
God ,“b it i1s evident that faith is quickened in the human
heart by the power of God'!s Word of grace.‘' The Alcohollics
Anonymous testify over against the alcoholic that he cannot

Tsterr Daily, Release (5th Edition, Evesham, Vorsc,:
Arthur Jases), p. .

Saomans 10:17. :
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obtain release from the curse of drink till he realises his
oun powerlessness to conguer thls evil and has that "wvital
Splritual experience" whoreby he comes Lo know the power and
holp of God 1n his life.? So true conversion is always such
8 vital spirituel experience. It is something living and
cervaln, Every true Christian knows the power of the Holy
Splrit in his heart, as St, Paul asserts: "God hath sent
forth the Spirit of ils Son into your hearts, crying, Abbe,
Father. 1Y The relationship esteblished with the Lord by

Lz not sSomething vague or indefinite. "liy sheep

converslon
mar my volce,.and I know them, and they follow me: And I
ive unto them eternsl life; and they shall never perish,

iwelthor shell any man pluck them out of my hand," declares

s B 11 :
Christ.™ Accepting the Son of CGod's atonemont in repen-
tent faith makes the believer a member of the body of Christ,

of the comsmnion of saints, of the una sancta. The Lord

nows those who are His, as many who cried, "Lord, Lord,"
but did not love Him, will realise on Judgment Day, whon lie

dismisses them with the rebuke; "I never knew you: depart
from e ye that work iniquity.“la And the Chrlistian knows

when he 1s the Lord's, as Feter Marshell graphlcally

9alcohclies Anonymous (Xingswood, Surrey: The World's
Work [1913] on behalf of Alcoholics Anonymous), ppe 35,37{f. |

10galatians ly:6.
1lyohn 10:27-26.

| Liatthew 7323,

|
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breached:

I 'mow that I am & Chriatien, INow con this point, there
need he, and indeed can be no doubt or hesitation. One
either iz a Christian--or onc is not. One either is a
bellevor--or one¢ 1s not « « « « When somoone asks you
il you are married, there is no hedging or uncertainty.
You eithe I arg--or you ere not, You are in no doubt
¢ cncerning your citizenship You elther are a citizen
of the land in which you 1iva--or you are not. There
is no possibility of cqu .vocation, uo, it is not hu-
milit; or plety to say that you are "trying to be a

" e o« o or that you “hope you are o Christian'
Either Jjou have given your life to Christ and
to be your Master, or you are still trying to
oun life. REither you have pronised to obey
a1l thing si or self q;LJ is s%ill at the cen-
the helm,

Thnis coming to lnow Christ in falth is not human choice or
striving, ! but by God's gracious election, for "as many es
were ordained to eternal 1lifo believed,"153

The Lord receolves Hls oun into His kingdom of grace
throusgh baptism, which is the "washing of regeneration, and
renewlng of the Holy Ghost 116 Baptism is the normal method
of entrance into the kingdom of God. It is the God-ordained
entry, becsuse He in liis Word has prescribed this saera-
ment, 17 and has given His certain promise: "He that belie-

veth and 1t baptised shall be saved."18 only unbelief 2an

13peter Marshaell, Ir. Jones, Meet the lMaster (Reprintj
London: Peter Davies, 1955), De 2lie

14Jonn 1:13. |
l34cts 13:48,
161itus 3:5.

| LTt thew 28:19.
18iark 16:16.

|E---llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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nulllify God's promise, and destroy the officoecy of beptisns
By Tor the moejorlty of those who are God!s children, have
been recelivod inbo the kingdom of Uod, and hove become the
temples of tho loly Spirdt by thelr baptism in infancy, even
1T only later Lhey came to understand its signifiocance, and
even i only later She strupggloe betueon the flesh and the
splvit came to its crisis and the battle wan won dby the pow-
ex of Uunéln grace, Tuilior clarified this matiter of the ef=
Picacy of lloly Beptiom especlially for thw young--o matter so
vehoemently disputed by the Sepllsts--in his owun inimitable

ways
If the baptism of children were nothing, then cortainly
tiere would not be & single pcerson on earth who would
truly speak a single word cbout Christ (lo. a Chris-
tian)e Dut since Christ moat certalinly bestows the
lioly Spirit (and thus confirms beptism), for Bernard,
Donaventura, Gerson, and Jobx Huss and the Spirit, be=-
cause this is Godls Worl, bslicve therefore that infant
baptism is truoe. How do you know thics? . I see the won-
dorful works of Cod, I sce that lie hog Sanctifiad many
and piven them the Holy Spirlt « « « ok

The redemption of the crosa of which ths Christian becones
portaizer through Baptism is scaled %o him as often as he
dsoires it in the sccond 2acrament, tho Sacrament of the Al-
tar, as tho words and promises of Christ declare: "Take,
eaty this 1s my body « « « « DUrink ye all of 1t; for this
is my blood of the necw testement, which is shed for many

for bhe vemlssion of 81ns,"0 and agein: "This do ye, as

L9rutherts Works (Fhiladelphia: Huhlonberg Fross, O
1959) VQIQ Jl Ip 1%0

20uatthow 26:20=:8,
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oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me."21

This faith, which 12 such a certaln, sure thing, may,
nevert:eleas be very frail. But like the life of a new
born infant, no metter how easily it could be extinguished,
it iz still real and certain., It is something wrought by
the Holy Spirlit. It is the trusting confidence which ac-
cepts and believes as true the certain promises of God in
Christ. Very little clsc in Scripture may or need be under-
stood, The lnowledge of God!'s Word may be nogliglble, im-

erfect and hazy. Just as a 1little infant, looking about

Il‘-.

it, sees everything in the room yet comprehends so little,
so many new born babes 1In Christ can be aware of the fact
thet God has end is speaking to them through the Seriptures,
end that the Scriptures are His Word, ané yet comprehend
very little of it. This, of course, is not to be the final
condition of & Christian, nor can & Christian claim "imper-

fect" Inowledge of the Scripturces to cover up wilful per-

version of the Scripturces, transgression of their clear in-
junctions, or stubborn rejection of their evident ordinan-
ces and implications. But as new born babes, who desire the
sincere milk of the Word, Ciristians are to grow by the

same,22 end come to perfect manhood, even to the stature of

the fulness of Christ.23

2lgor. 11:25,
221 FPeter 2:2.
23gphesians 1213,
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Ancther aspect off saving feith is that it can and quite
often cvldenbly does exist in the hearts of those who hold

‘eCus concepts concerning Christian doctrine and life,
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entiats, Buchmanltez, Roman Catho-
te, yse, amonget &8ll the verious dencmine-
aristendom. To require perfect and

G
MLl knowledge ef God'as revesled truth for acceptance into

the kingdom of God iz tc make entremce intc the same condi-
clonel upen humen merit. The very suggesticn of such & eon-
L] 1lifies the basic and fundamental concept of the

iwingdam of grace, by which the Saviour has nct come to con-
demn but Uo save sinners, and declares “"whosoever believeth
i £1ell ne’ perish, tut have everlasting 1life."2h
ther, 1 complete knowledge and true understanding cf

en doctrine were a pre-recuilsite for saving

L

faith, salvatlon would be an impossibility for any mortal,
for even the most learned and correctly lndoctrinated divine
tnows only in ;:rt.35 There are a surprising number of
those, who by their confession evidently believe in Chriat,
vst who nevertheless are not well-informed and properly in-
deetrinated Christians. Many clergymen only partly under=
stand the truths of God's Word and In teachinzg and practise
often reveal gress Lpnorance and misunderstanding of impor=-

tent and even basic secriptural tenets, such as, for example

2"":701‘11’1 3 :lGn
251 Cor. 132:9.
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ths efficacy of Holy Baptism and the purpose of the doc-
trire of Election. BDecause of the great diversity of back-

ground and outlock amongst Christians, of the lerge number

of Instlitutions of reli:ious training, of the great variety
of religious opinions and of the almost infinite variety of
definition of the doctrines of Scriiture, it is not surpris-
inz that few ministers, preachers and teachers of ths Gospel
ere correcily indoctrinated, IT they do not understand the
truth eclesrly and correctly, their people will not be cor-
rectly taucht. Nevertheless, we know thet wherever the Gos-
nel LA oroclaimed and the Secraments are celebrated, even in
the churen of the Antichrist, there some heerts ere believ-
ing the Gosrel and are being reclesimed by Christ,

1% is not so difficult to understend that saving faith
is cxisntent desapite lack of comple te !mowledge of the Scrlp-
tures, but whet is harder to comprehend 1= the possibility
of saving falth continuing in the heart of those who keep
on adhering to erroneous opinions and felse teachings., On
the one hand, there is the "hapry inconsistency" of which
Dr. F. Fleper freguently apoke,26 whereby a thsologien's
personal faith is at variance with his published views. On
the other hand, there is the weakness of humen nature, the
perveraity and corruptness of the carnal mind, the objec-

tions of unbelief, the littleness of faith, and wilful

26prencis Pieper, Christian Dojmatics (St. Louis: Con-
cordia, c.1950). I, 72, o
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emphasised thot ¢rirroncous con-

.

Copulons militate aainet seving {alth, harm it and gravely
cendunier Lt, And the varning rmust be given that while the
coul wl1ll be saved, vhe comnsequences oi error can bring
eovoul ¢ traglc loss in the life and work of a Christian, as
Ste roul usp pgraphically writes in connection with those who
bulld on the foundation cof Jesus Chrlat--gold, sllver, pre=
clous stones, wood, hay, abubble.

mant! g werlk shall be made manifeat: for the day
leclare it, Decau e it shall be revealed by

and the fire shell iry every man's work of what
sort it is. If any man's wurk ablde . . « ke shall
receive a reuward. If any man's work shall be burned,

he shall suffer 19583 but he himself sihall be saved;
yet so as by Lire.<
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Just as living in and aiter the flesh will bring death and

Z‘hﬂﬂ ana 12:8.
20

I Cor. 3:12-15,
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conden ¢
“atiDHn“V 8o perniclous adherence to error ageinst

better Lnay : . .
fowledge, alzo in non-fundamental doctrines, can

» "y . v’ e
completely annul saving faith. The Seviour clearly brings

out The seriosusncss of continuence in and proclamation of

YRV AT £y .l T, + 2
SINOT even in the most minor matters of doctrine wlien He

warns

s N ¥ - = & . "
=+ wlosoever tTherefore shell brealk one of these least

comaandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be cdl led

- Lo o Tan 5 - K= - ) .
the least In the kingdom of heaven « « o L1130

While 1% can be a mich debated theological guestion

a8 o when conbtinuence in error and sin destroy saving

faith,

<% it is evident thet saving faith is impossible when
jersonis lgnorent of the true God; of Christ, the Son of

Sod, of the woaning of sin and its guilt, of the Saviour!'s

etonement and of the hope of the resurrection. St. Paul

asks: "How Ghen shall they cdll on him in whom they have

L —————

2 C - -
=7Romans 8:16.

YHatthew 5:1G.

1 wm =} 3y ¥ T - - | el it
n the September Issue (1959) of "Eternity" (Phila-
delphias Evangelicel Foundation Incorporated, e.§959), De
13, there appesred a "Ho" and "Yes" column on the question:
"Must Clrist be Lord to be Saviour?® Dr. Everett F, larri-
son, professor of New Testament &t Fuller Theological Semi-
nary, Fasadena, Cellif. contending "Ho," stated thet if we
mae submission to the Loxdship of Christ essential to sal-
vation we meke our selvation to be by works, we negate the
believeris security and ue run counter to clear scriptursl
teachinz. Dr. Jo:n R Stett, rector of All Soul's Church,
London, contending "Yes," stated that a faith that does not
include submission to the Lordship of Christ is an incom-
plete failth. wWhen any man comes to Christ for rest, he nust
also take Christ's yoke as Scripture teaches.
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not belie
lieveqy and how shall they belleve on him of whom

heerd?"32 It 4s also evident that when a per-

85011 Coy y
‘M28 to know and understand such fundamentel doctrines

as the Trinity, the Atonement snd the Resurrection, and then
@y that he 1s not end cannot be a disciple of the
Lord, and that he has no saving faith. If a person from ig-
orance or from mistaken prejudices end bias denles such im-
rortent doctrines as Beptism, the Scripbures as the VWord of
God, the Means of Grece, the Law and the Gospel, there is
Sowcbhing wrong with his feith, but he may still have sav-

3 Ny

falth, DBut he cannot have saving faith if he denies or
‘2ils %o ielieve or be aware of the object of saving faith,
caving felth, while it is dependent on the knowledge
ol the fundamental truths of Christianity, is however, not
dependent on external church connections. #Where the Scrip-
tures ore taught and the Sacraments are administered in
purlity, there the Holy Spirlt is working and true
fpith is being quickened in the heart and sinners are being
converted, justified and sanctifled. This is God's promise
"Ity wiord + o o shell not return unto me void."33 wWhere,
wwever, the Gospel is seldom proclaimed, where it is ob-
scured by the social Gospel, where 1t is entrammelled by
human crdinances, or undermined by rationallistic cavlillings,

there it is difficult Tfor the seed of the Viord to produce

32Romans 3:16.
331saiah 55:11.
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S4Ving fajth., levertheless, it must be maintained that
Vherover the Gospel 1s proclaimed and the Sacraments are ad-
ulhlatcred, bhere will be some believers. In consegquence it
every Christian denomination.
b is thia faith which trusts completely in Christ Je-

Sus as Saviour which gives membership in the una sancta,

the one holy Christian Church and makes men heirs of the
tingdom of heaven. Those who have come to sich faith are
uhie elect of God, chosen before the foundation of the world,
called by the lloly Spirit, justiiled by illis grace, and pre-
served Lo ebernal life by iHis power. This membership in

tie upna senchba is nelther dependent on good works nor on
depth and completeness of Ciristiesn knowledge, but solely

on bhat faith which accepts the promises and mercy of God

in Christ. Saving falth is that act whereby a sinner 1s
chonzed in his heart, born anew by the Spirit of God through
the wobter and the Word, so that he looks upon Christ in
faith, even ss the Isrselites looked upon the brazen ser-
pent of lioses, and in believing wore healed of the poisonous
bitos.o% 55 the sinner is cleansed and justified by his
falth in the atoncment of Christ, according to the promises

of’ the Gospel.35

3byumbers 21:6-9.
3550mn 3:16.
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This is the faith which justifles and saves. It 1s no
more and no less. Any addition is of tho law. Any protes=-
tation of humen merit or achievement by way of sanctifica-
tion or better understanding as being an indispensable ad-
Junct Lo saving falith, dlsqualifies a persocn from salvation
by graoce bhrough faith, even sz the Scriptures say: "By grace
ara ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it

is the gift of God: not of Works  « .“36 and again,

-,

I 2

Cihrist 1s bocome of none effect unto you, whosoever of you

are justifiod by the law; ye sre fallen from grace,"37

. ) . P . "y
- sheslanas 2:8-9,

’ o e o
4 l(glatians 5




CHAPTER ITI
I'iE ONENESS OF ALL TRUE BELIEVERS

The prime purpose of the Saviour's ecarthly ministry
oy the Toundations for the establishment of the
ceterngl kKin;dom of heaven, the kinzdom of God. After He
nac been baptised and [iis heavenly Father hed confirmed iiis

mission, Jesus come to Galilee preaching: "The time is ful-

o

filled, sand the kin dom of God is at hand: repent ye, and

believe the gospel.") For the coming of this kingdom He
teught llis disciples to ;.ray.E Already in their own life
time i%s3 basle nature would be manifest, for in connection
witi: Jis coming in the glory of His Father, the Saviour
mede bBhat puzzling, but deeply signiflcant decleration:
Verily [ say unto you, There be some standing here, which
shall not taste desth, till they see the Son of man coming
in his kincdom."? By lHis twofold command: “Be converted"
and "Believe the Gospel" the Lord makes evident that this

new braznscendent reality of the kingdom of heaven must be

lalic

wld of by faith and by the radical transformation of

£

e

our relationship to God.* So c¢ifective and so spirituslly

Iaric 1:14,
2Luke 11224
3uatthew 16:28.

Yanders Nygren, editor, This is the Church (Philadel-
hia: Muhlenberg, c. 1952), pe 29+

]
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stirring was the preeching of John the Baptist as he called
upon Iarael to repeat in preperation for the kingdom of
heaven thot Jesus exclaimed: "From the days of John the
Boptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffered vislence,
and the violent talke it by force."5

The Churech which the Lord came to establish by the of-
fering up of Himself for sin, ond azainst which the gates
of hell shall not ;revail, was the kingdom of God in its

eartihnly form as the kingdom of grace, the representation in

—
Lo
(1

ts world ané age of that which is to come. This Church
was and is Jils baﬁ;.é Those in whose hearts repentance and
ithr have been wrought by the power of the lloly
opirit throuzh the Word and the Sacraments have become mem-
cers of iils body. e is thelr Head, end they are His mem-
ers. lle is the Vine., They are the branches. They cannot
live apart from Him, nor can they do anything without Him.

They live alone by the power of His 5ruce,7 even as the be-

&

lievers undsr the 0Ld Testament covenant lived "by every

word that procecedeth oul oi the mouth of God,"8 and dranl

SHatthew 11:12.

&In the opening chapters of “"This is the Church" Anders
Ny ren end Anton Fridrichsen carcfully Investigete what is
meant by the "Church" as the Corpus-Christi and the rela-
tionship of the church to the kingdom of God or the kingdom
af heaven.

TJohn 15:1-6.

Speuteronomy 5:3.
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of that ssme spiritusl Rock which was Christ.? Hereafter
they would reign in His eternal kingdom as kings and priests.
There they would hehold His glory, they would be sustained
by His power, they would be fed from His throne, they would
be cheered by lis presence, they would be unspeakably happy,
confirmed in their state of everlasting blessedness., In °
the regeneruation, when the Son of iMan will sit upon the
throne of His glory, then those early disciples who were
closest to liim, when Fe came bto establish lis kingdom, would
clt upon twelve tlwones (the place of Judas belng undoubt-
adly taken by Faul), end they would judge the twelve tribes
of Isrsel, Thus the Lord in an earthly picture end in the
Languapge of this world described for His twelve disciples
the consummetion of the kin,dom of heaven,+Y

dut while it was end is in this world, the New Testa-
ment Church, which the Lord had come bo establish, which He
bought with His own blood, and which the Holy Spirit is ga-
thering together by His efficacious working through the
means of grace, was not to be an idealistic state of the be-
lievers, but a functioning, active body, a missionary

church,ll local, visible and yet invisible.l2 A1l who .

71 Gor. 10:l.

L0uatthew 19128,

1lyyeren, op. cit., p. 42,

127¢ 1s noteworthy that the distinction we are 'obliged

to make between the visible and the invisible churcih for
doctrinal clarity, is not meade in the Scriptures.
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believe in +he : -
Ve din the Lord of slory, the Saviour of sinners, are

members of thi:e o . x
TS of this glorious sceclesia, members here in the king-

dom of grace, and Joint heirs of the kingdom of glory. Be-
£ members of iis body they partake of a mystic, superna-
tural, spiritual, yet true and reel cneness. They ere
joined topether into one body, for through btheir faith in
ilm end acceptance of Him ac Saviour ané Lord, they have be-
come “meuibers of His body, of Hies flesh, snd of His bones)ﬂ3
help ues understond the mystery of the union between the
Lord and those who believe in Him, His Church, the apostle
Feul compares it with the union of a husband and wife in
rriage, who joined together become "one flesh,”

This lew Testament Church is of one body and one Spir-
1ts It hes been called and brought together by the one
hope=-Christ's reconciliation of God and man, and God's ac-
ceptance of this pronistory sacrifice of His Son by raising
Him from the dead. It has one Lord, one faith, one baptism,.
It hes one God, and one Father, who is above all and through
21l and in 8ll.Ll4

This essential oneness of all believers in Christ is of
God and from Cod. As in the flirst Adam, wWwho slnned, the

whole redeemed race is equally & unity. In Christ, the

Christiens, though many are "one man." The masculine "eis,"

The Scriptures know the only one church.

13@phesians 5:30.

lhgphesians lisli-6.
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not the neuter "en" of Gealatians 3:28 gives us this vivid
concept of all bellevers through thelr union by faith in
Christ becoming "one person." Agein, in the metaphor of the
BEuilding whereas in I Cor. 3:11 Jesus Christ iz the founda-
%ion, in Zphesians 2:19=32 Jesus Chriet is the chief corner
stone end the aposztles ond proghets are the foundation, yet
"the building Titly fremed together groweth unto an holy
tem le in the Tord," we see the esscntial oneness of the
Churche LIven more clearly and incontrovertibly does the
spoatle establish this essential, basic oneness of the New
Testament Church in I Cor. 12, where he uses the analogy of
the body. The bocy iz one., It has many members. But as
the members of that one body, though many, belng members,

hody--go 1s Christ. Ir they were not members,

"
ere on-

L)

h¢ the body? "“But now ere they many members,
vet one body." The consummation of this unity is brought

out by the same spostle in the first chapter of the Zplstle

to the Ephesians where he stetes that the very purpose of
God, yes, the good pleasure of His willl 1s in the fulness
of time bto "pather together in one all things in Christ."
Everything in creation and redemption reveals the exceeding
sreatness of God's power and His unsearchable wisdom, when
He raised Christ from the dead, set Him at His oun right
hand, and "put all things under His feet so that He might be
the head over all things to the church, which is His body,
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the fulnese of Him that filleth all in 211,"15

The unity of the Church is a unlty which knows neither
sex nor age, neither color nor race, neither boundary nor
time.16 Tt is a unity of which every child of God becomes
a parteker because of hls feith in the Lord as Lord and Sa-
viour. It 1s not dependent on thelr merit or demerit, on
their mowledge or ignorance, on theilr spiritual strength or
the wealmeses of the flesh. Tha children of God become one
by tholr Teith in the Lord. No man makes them one. MNo man
can destroy thelr onenesa in the Lord. It is not a unity in
orthodnxy, but an organic and vital unity in thes body of
Christ, as Dr. Grux contended in his investigation of the
Iisgouri Lutheran position with respect to prayer-rellowship
with Christians of other dencminasisnz.l? It is a myster-
ious unlity boyond the power of human description, so that
St. Foul strains lenguage in his effort to describe it ef-
fectively.lﬁ But although mystical, it is an actual and
roal unity. It is a unity which embraces bolievers of both
Covenents, the 0ld as well as the New Testament., It is a

vnity which reflects and is incorporated in the unity which

153phesians 1:22.

16Ga1atians 3:28.

17Adolph A, Brux, Christian Prayer-Fellowship and Un-
ionlsn (Wisconsin: Pamphlet, 1935), p. 63.

18p, H. Knubel, Church Unity (Philadelphia: United Lu-
the].‘an, co 1936)’ 1;- +.
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“iween the Father and the Son.l? It is the unity

Lotian fellowshlp in the Lord, which is experienced

peLore 1t is defined or explained.2¢
'qll“.‘ i s S 5 - =
“ALE oneness of spirit the early disclple 8 experienced

St wonderful memmer, as after Pentecost they all con=-
tinued with one sccord in prayer, in bresking of bread, in
fellowsiip, ir the mutunal shoaring ol certiily goods, in glad-
9& ana sirgleness of neart.®l This unity was in Christ
2% about by their unreserved end wholehearted accep-

tence of the apostles! doctrine., This deep unity and sin-

-~
4
v
o

‘]
3
i~

*t 1g still the not-infrequent experience of

cwly feounded congrepaticns. It is the common experience

when & Clhristien meets a follow-Christlan, and in mutual

¢lpscussicn about thelr common Savisur they beccme aware of

t r neness in Iim. It is the experience every soul-win-
oy Loz when his convert firat manifests his Christian

z1th. There are few joys like this joy of oneness in the
Ierd, From it stems the desire for contipued fellowship in
the Lord, for further discussions avout Eim and His Word,
gnd for jolnt-prayer to Him. From it there develcpes quite
naturally the desire on the part of Christians to gather to-

ether for worship and mutuel edif cation and encourage-

1930hn 17:21

20Ruth R Rouse and Stephen Charles Neill, editors, A
nistory of the Ecumenical Howement, 1517-1948 (Londons:
.).1 Coflo, .“32"), Be e

2Llpots 2:42-L7.
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ment.22 qpie 1e the motlvating power behind all congrega-
tional, ecclesiaticnl and zynodical organisation, This is
the dynamic of all true ecumenism.

Thies unity of the .2pirit 3t. Paul bad the Ephesiens
earnestly to endesvor to maint;in.23 They could lose it.
destroy 1t. It waa not withont reason that the
Lord In ilis great high-priestly nraover bescought of His Fa-
Eher thet Mis disciples mizht be one as He and His Father

ere one.2t  He foressw all thst would come into His Ghurch,
nereby believer wonld be set against bolisver--strife,

uranclings, jealousles, contentiona, heresies, perversions,

loodshed, especielly in connection with the bitter op-
]
i af the Antlehrist.2b

Ts put anything in the way of Clwistians fellowship

P s oo pd
“~=Hehrewa 10:25.
23

-+ | o - | -
SPOBSLANS iL3l.e

2
=

tJohn 17:21. Revelations 13:7, 1716,

““Thourh this unity for wihich Chriat prayed 1s not to
be Interpreted as an orgenisational or externsl unity of
the Christian Church, but a deeper, spiritual unity, for it
includes gll belicvers of every age yet how much offense
qould have been avoided and how rmch would not the cause of
the kingdom of God have been advanced had all Christ's bre-
thren dwelt end worked together in unity? Yet God in His
pouer and infinite wisdom is using even the disunity of
Christendom to further the building of the kingdom of grace.
The very divisions within the external churech is a constent
challenge to svery Christian earnestly and continually to
exomine his own position in the light of God's Word, and is
productive of & certain healthy, competitive spirit.

o =
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with Christiens is on affront to our common Saviour, Like-
wise, to hindor fellowship between Christian groups, who in
sincerity are secking the Lord is a true offence, a scanda-
iom. To set up barriers where they don't or need not exist
is schismatical. The consclence of western Christien civil-
1sation has become dulled to thia oiffence because of age-
long barriers, biss and prejudice, whereby we know or think
we ll.ow too well the attitudes and beliefs of Christians of
dencminations other than our own. But most missionaries to
e heathen find themselves conironted by this ftouch stone
of' the faith. Native converts desire the fellowship of
oticr netive converts., The church £t home is certainly con=-
scienceo=bound to inform its native converts of the erroneous
teachings end practices of other dencminetions, and warn
them apgainat sucn perversgions of thne truth, as well as a-
wuinst fellowship with those who are adherents of error.
everthnelecs, it is not elways easy for Lutheran native con-
verts, for example, bo understand why they should not and
cannot heave Christian fellowship with fellow natlive converts
who have been brought to Christ by 2 Baptist or an Adven-
tist missionary. There are a surprising number of people
in our own communities, who in childlike simplicity argue
the seme way. "Why should not we Christians all be one?"
they ask. And who will venture to deny it, for were not the
first disciples all one? This demonstration of the unity of

the spirit--be 1t in the spirit or of the Holy Spirit and of
which we stili pgeb glimpses--is the vision ol the oneness

L———_
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which shall be all who are Christ's in the great hereafter,
when all that has split and divided Christendom and rent
asunder this unity in Christ ia remosed.

This unity of the church in Christ will indeed be man-
8t hereafter. IMub alas, it 1s somethlng we can only
fwpe for in faith, for as real and as factual as it is be-
tueen Christians, that 1s, all who are true believers, it is
50 quickly obscured by the dust of the flesh, by petty sxang-
lings, lovelessness, anger, selfishness, and ruthless ambi-
Glon, by Lhe grime of human speculations which depart from

:2 clecr and evident meanliang of God's Word, by the dirt of
corncl attliundes, narrow-mindcdness, bigotry, intolerance

cirbisanshlp. fHere we lose sight of this unity when

confronted by the necessity of cleaving to the truth in the
nce of sometlmes dear and respected friends, who for some
*omprehensible reasen prefer thelr own misteken interpre-
vatlions Uo the clear Sceriptures, Here we are not able to
vializ with vhose wihom we &re not in aareemenb.26 llere we
must continue Lo confess all the truths of Godia lWord, cven
Ll 1t lcads Co seprration.
This oneness of Uhe spirit, of the building, of the

-

body, this unity which God planned and for which Christ
prayed, carnot bpe a physical oneness, of organisation such
as crass ecumenists look for. Yet it 1s a oneness, which

would manifest itself In unity, even in organlsational

26&mas 313




36
unity, else 1t is secllf-contradictory. This is a oneneas

uillch here in the church militant 1s broken by the hypo-

crite and the errorist, but whiclhi hereaflter in the church
sriumphant will truly unite all who are the Lordfs. This

14 a oneness which will include every child of God from

dam and Gve, Abel, Tnoch, righteous Hoah, faithful Abraham,
the patriarchs, HMoses, the 7,000 ia israel, thc prophets,
i@ apostles, the early Christlans, the saints of all ages
on Lo the last person born before Judgment Day, who has

veen osrdained to eternal life, This 1s the una sancta, the

one holy Christlan Church, which emerging firom the church
nilibant into the church triumphant, will be found to pos-

sesz an organic unity with its head Christ, in which there

wWill be no more eny schisms, differences, deviations, or

[ Sl |
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Thougn this unity will be manifest only hereafter, 1t

& fhe¥Ye nou,




CHAPTER IV

e FREVALENGS OF ERROR

L THE CHHIGTIAN CHURCH 'PODAY

the scrl tural sense the Clmrch is the universal

body of ell true boliovers, wiose composition 18 known only

i nde This universal bedy comprises the believers of the

Cld as well as of the New Testament, They have become mom—
ro Jarlstt!s body through their faith in His atonemerit.
¢ imoun only to the Lord it is caelled an invisilble

el or Ghe chureh In the strict sense, strlcto dicta.
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paoe tiwouph falith are momberse of this church

Inherit the Lingdom of heaven,
his clmren 1s no plefonie concept, but a living body,

cd of thoze, who though physically dead are with the

forever, and of these, who still on this carth are by

membors of ilis body.

The Seriptures do not distin-
bobuween those who aro nembers of the external church

080 Who ere membors of the ung sancta. Those whp are

mbers of the una soncta are ot Christlanas. They are

Lord's. Thoy ore not'of lils body, even though they

mey e on the local churc: records, and may classifly thom-

selves

e

o s
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even though the; may not be aware of each othor here.

as Christiona. Thope who are of the Lord cio membors

body.

the scriptural point of view there is no need te distin-

Thoy sre one wibtih Him and onc with each other,
From
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guish between the visible end the invisible church, bhe

chureh stricte dicta and the church large dicta, for there

is no church, no ecclesia, no body of Christ outside of
living, true faith in Him. There is and can be only com-
munion of saints, une sancta.

“rom the human, practiecal and theological point of
view, i% seems to be desirable, cven necessary to make this
distinction, thet we mey understand truly end correctly how
and where the Holy Spirit is at work, and how and under what
conditions He gathers together the believers, as far as that
is possible inm accordance with God'!'s self-relationship.l
The church does not come into existence through the fact
Lhot some or meny like=-minded people unite themselves in a
comnmon organisation. The Church is given in and with Christ,
His will, and His Holy Spirit.2 The church is to be found
whera the true Word of God is proclaimed and the Sacraments
are duly administered in accordance with Christts command .-
wWwherever Christians gather together for the hearing of this
Word and the celsebration of the Sacraments there is a local
church. Wherever people of a certein persuasion and conviec-

tion organise themselves into a group (church), there is a

lcompare John 3:8 with Romans 10:13-17 and II Cor. 6:1-2.

Z2Anders Nygren, editor, This is the Church (FPhiladel-
phia: Muhlenberg, c. 1952), p. & S

3Clarence Tucker Craig, The One Church in the Light of
the liew Testament (London: EpWorth rress, ce. 19 De 30,
Gquotes Luther and the Reformers to prove that the church is
a vislble institution with definite, wvislble marks,
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denomination, The universsl church is not the sum total of

8ll local churches and oll dencninations, but the sum total

of all believers. WWhoever has and koeps Christ's %Word has
Christ snd the Father, and there Ls bhe chureh. The loesal
courch indeed pre-supposes tho presonce of bellievers in the
wilat, b Sut no local church and no denominetion can define

itself os tho una sancbta. Where the Word of God 1s faith-

Ly .roclaimed, and where the Sacraments ere truly admin-
atered bthore is 2 true visible church, qualified, however,
ay the feith of the peraons hearing thet Word and partaking

ol Ltho Saperamentse The true visible chwarch cannot be then-

retlcolly designed either by puriiy of doctrine, or by

sanctily of life, or by zeal of service, though these are

all merka of the visible church, even as tihwoy are the morks
8 true Chrlstian falth In the Individauel. The true vis-

ible churca i1s wherevor there are Ly the gracicous work of

Ghe toly Splrit true believers in Chriast, who adhere whole-

hesrtedly and unroservedly to Ilils Word of graco,

B W S S 8 G e SeE A R

“Adolph A. Orux, Chrlstlian Irayer~Fellowshlip end Unlon-
ism (Wisconsin: ramphlet 1935), 5. (1, writes: "when we
spesk of o Christian local congregation wo alweys mean only
the Christlons or the belicvers that ore found in the vis-
ible orpenisctlone Also the local conpgregations conslst of
believers only « « ¢« « All activities tnat are enjolned on
the local cengregetions, for example, wmutual instruction
and adnonitlon, oxercisze of churech discijpline, superinten-
dence over doctrine and tenchors, preaching the gospel, holy
welk of life, ete., presuppose in cvery case faith In
Christ. In other words, these activities presuprose membor-
ship in the invislible gpirituval church and are an expres-
sion and manifestation of such membership.,” Dr, Srux has
here quoted from Dr. Pieper (1. c. 111, 183 T.).




Lo

Every loeal church and every denominatlon is per se im-
perfect and impure. It contains hypocrites, unbelievers,
impenitent sinners, and orrorists. But we nust distinguish
hetueen the local congrezstion and denomination, which ad-
heres to the btruth and the practice of the same, even though
1% has those within it who are not of Christ and in Christ,
end the loecal congresation and denomination, which consti-
tutes liself a distinet sroug because of doctrinal aberra-
tlon or practiece. A congregetlon or denomination which fos-
Gers offfiecially and as & policy anything contrary to God'!s

]

clear Word and command 18 to that extent disloyel to Him

unfalthful to Him, even though by a happy end fortunate
inconsistency® its members are members of Christ's body by
.n Him,

As we look back through history we can see the reason
forr the existence of the multitude of denomlnations, sects,
roups and perauasions, It is an sver simplification to
malke zll these groups branches of the Christisn Church, for
the two terms are not commensurate. It is a misrepresenta-
tlon of the biblical position to seek the coniritution of
every denomination e&s & meang for the obtaining of the sum
total of Christian truth and understanding. There is one

truth and there 18 only one way to understand the truth cor-

rectly, lts own witness, even though its explanation and

. S¥rancis Pieper, Christian Dogmuatics (it. Louis: Con-
cordla, c. 1950), I, 72, 1llije




Ll
confession may be made in different terms, from different
poln®s of view and with different emphasis. Every devia-
tilon Irom the tr th is error and mast be labelled as 2uch,

The gulilt of

those in error wilill be analysed and slaborated
vile next chapter. NHers we ars concerned with the cause,
e reascn for, and the background of error, in perversion
of the truth, and of tho many foulty, unscriptural practi-

[]
ol A
b "

whiich have crept into or arilsen in the churches of the

- . b IS | - -
WoriG -.-0'3.«1_," ™

‘roctically every denomination and current religious
movenent has its roots in history. Indeed there is hardly

2n erronceous view or perverted practice existent in Chris-
tendom todey, whlch was not known to the Clhiristian Chureh

of the first few cenbturies as Church History and the writ-
ings of the Zarly Fathers so clearly demonstrates. The his-
Gorical development from an initisl confession or deviation
can be traced in mractically oevery case. By way of 1llus-
tratlon we can sse, for example, how the whole Roman hier=
archy developed from a mistaken understanding of the zlace
zood works occupy in the life of the believer. From the
misinterpretation of St. Jemes! declaration: "Ye sea then
how that by works a man 13 justified, and not by faith on-
1y,"6 there subsequently developed the whole inigulitous sys-

tem of the Antichrist, beginning with the doctrine of purza-
tory (593), the clalm of temporal power (754), the celibacy

6 rames 2:2l.,

I
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of the clemgy (1075), the inguisition (1184), the sale of
induliences (1190), transubsbtantiation (1215), the adora-
tion of the host (1226), the indexing of the Bible (1229),

the papel bull on the unem sanctam (1.303), %he denial of

the cup %o the leity (1415), culminating in the official
Surning of the Roman ‘hurch at the founcil of Treans fronm
Lae aubhorlby of God's Yord to the muthority of tradition,
and the condemmablon and anathematisation of all those who
Geach justificatlon and eternal 1lifs by faith alone (1545),
and then proceeding inevitably to tha invenbtion of the
scapulars (L600), the immaculate conception of Mary (1354),
vhe condemnatbtion of the separation of church and state
(1284), the proclamation of papal infallibility (1870), the
avelidation of marriages not performed by the Roman priest
(190.), and 1n 1950 the dogma of Mary'!s assumption. Under-
lying ecvery fresih perversion of the truth 1s the mistaken
concept thabt good works are nacessnry Uo salvation, and
that 1t is the responsibllity of the church under its vic-
aregent, the pope to show what conatitubles good works.
3imilarly, we can undarstand the cause for the basic
splls between Hast and West. Likewlse, we could trace the
reason for the developrent os the wany schisms within Fro-
testantism after the Reformation. There ia the bHaszic cleav-
age between Lutheran Reformed, the latter: falling toc sub-
mit to the complete authority of the Secrlptures, to acknouw-

ledge the Word and Sacraments as the CGod-prdained means of
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grace, %o apprecisto the mystery of the union of Christ's
SWof'old nat ture, human &nd dlvine, to recognise the basic
23 belween Law and Cospol, to accept the mystery
Ol coaversion and electlon, end to distinguish between
sinte and chureh, Thers are within the Reformod Churches
vhe Turther cleavages denotod by tho Calviniats, the 3ynor-
zlats, the Armeniens, tho Baptists, the Enthusiasts, the

ingss Uroups, the Pentocostal Bodles, The

deblonalists, the Moderniats, the Mundamentalists, &nd the

Aave Cae truth and to be folliowing thes truth,; bubt when tes-
ced azainast the yardstick of CGod's VWord, the diserepancies,
deviatlons and aberrationa are at once apparent. Aa ser-

this deviation from and uafaithfulness to Godls

word, what is more serious 1s that ThoSe Wio espouse srror,
clalin for themoslves the rlight to thelr own intorprotations
roeqguire thet thelr fellow orthodox Christlians recognise
such deviations as being of and from the Spirit of CGod who

iz guiding into 2ll truth. Thus error and wrong practice

ere placed on the same level as the truths of God's Word,
and the right practice in accordance with it. This is the
scence of the "modern® sin of unionizsm, giving to error an
cqual stending with truth.

llow, however, the problem arises that to & large ex-
tent the individualrs feith and outlook reflscts his en-

vironment and his early training. The Instruction he has
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been glven sets the pattern of his thought and the colour

o

of his convictions, patterns and colours which it is later
very hard to alter, correct or chanze. The Romanists are
olways afrald that the evengellcals are going to overthrow
sanctiflcation. The Celvinists fear that the finsl sover-
elinty of God 1s being undermined by the Arminienists. The
Saptlsts ere convinced that sacramentslism is the only al-
ternatilve to intelligent co-operation with God. The modern-
lste Tear biblicel literelism. The enthusiasts believe that
the absence of the direct working of fhe floly Spirit leads
to nominal Christienity end "dead" orthodoxy. The pletists

ess proups are sure that eatire sanctification

and ho
must be the goal of Christianity, else the implications of
the Gospel are denied. Yrom this point of view we can un-
cerstand the contentions of the ecumenists thet each denom-
inetion has some treasure and that the point of view of in-
dividual Christians 1s of such merit as to be sought, rea-
lised and accepted as a significant contribution of Chris-
tien experience to world Christendom. But the ecumenical
attitude goes too far when it gives to error the same stand-
ing as the truth, so that it is no longer God's VWord waich
is the arbvitrator and judge, but human appraissl and appre-
ciation.

It is this environmental bias, this persistence in er-
ror, this overemphaslis of one truth to the obscuring or

even destruction of other important truths, and the deter-
mined adherence o doctirinal and practical averrationa which
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cleaves Chrisgendom into many groupe and schisms. Bub while
this is ghe explanation Tor a divided Christendom, end while
evory Uhrilstian today finds himself affected by this diver-
516y of opinion, persuasion and conviction, nced this state

of aifairs continue, and mst the individual C.aistian re-

Si.gn hlmself to hiz denominationsl connectlons because of
Ghe Gremendous lnfluence of hiz environuent, when for and
according to the Scri turss thers ils only one church? Mol

Ials very situation is a challengo which the Loard is giving
Go dis church, the true believers who constitute His body,
Lhe una sancia, Lo best every spirit and to examine them-
selves as to whothor or not they are in the failth.!

Just because initially every person is a child of his
snvironment it 1s necoasary for every believer, especially
{for every teacher and minister in the church ecarnestly to
srxamine his own position, and see whother he is in the faith
and walking and beachling according to the faith. It is the
individual believer's personal, Spilrit-wrought faith in the
Saviour, which makes him a member of Christ!s kingdom, of

the una sancta. His denominational connections may be in

Sormony or in disharmony with the una sancta., Uhen a Chris-

tien findz thet his denominational conneections are nst in
accordance with the truths of the Seriptures, he must for
the sale of the confession of the truth sever his assocla-

tions with such a heterodox clmreh, Since continuence in

T dohn 4:l, II Gor. 13:5.
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membershipy with eny church implies assent to that churchis
Lesehings, a person who Ggainsgt |.is hetter kuowladge of God's
hord recains nis membershlp in such & heterodox cimrch en-
dengers and evenbusily negetes his memvership in the una

sancga,

Zoberodox and erronsous practice can never advence the

kingdowm of God and build the wma& sancta. Yot it is apparent

Laat God in His mercy still uses theo power of His Word in

11 - T um

heterodox and erring churchss to bu’'ld the una sancta. The

coutiern saptlists of Awmerica are very evangolical oand are
plugoing word abt deeper indoctrination, that they are arous-
ing 1o many a betier appreclation of basic scrigtural truth,
7 Ghey still adhere to soms of the aberrations of
Ghe ansbaptists. Something simiiar 1s seen in conmection
with the Adventists. Thaeir realisatlon of the imminence of
viie Lord!s return is provoking a gresat evangeiical zeal and
acbivity, thouzgh, alas it is spolled by the lsaven of sab-
batinarienism and chiliesm. This is Urue even of the pa-

pacy uwhlch has such a world-wide religious and moral influ-

G

nee. Desplie the fact that 1t is still manifestly &t
church of the antichrist, meny Roman Catholics arec being

Christ in the midst of their earnest devotion to

[«
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the things of the spirit. The zZeal of confesslonal Luther-
ans hes a¢ times been shamed by the .reater zeal of non-con=-
fesslonal anc erring denominations, but true faith always

produces the best fruit. The consistent proclamation of
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and adherence to the full truSh of God's Word by the con-

e
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&}

lomal Lutneran Church haa end will continue Lo achleve
<155 Cod-gypointed goal, namely, tie sternal salvation of
8duls, uwaebther ¢ be in the local congregation, ian the home

O yoreign mission field, in Chriatian

0]

ducatlon on every

level, o-r in the proifcssion or defence

()

f the truth againss
the crrors of other denominations and false hopos of 80
qaay uwerld-wide religious amovemenis,

Jiile the Lmperfoctions of this visible church are asr-
+ous haadicaps Po che building of Cod!'s kingdom, they can-
o6 roadly hurt nor hinder i

» God has plotbted bthe courase

oL blis Church. JSven though storma and coatrary winds teat

et delay 16, it will resci its appointad destlination in fHis

good time. Bvery person ordained to eternal life will e
Gaved, Jvery sheep kaswn to the Lord and callad by Him
@ill be delivered from the pollutlions of this world and the
corruptlng Ilnfluence of neterodox and Tfalsse teachers, and

proserved sade untlil the consumnation of all things.




CHAPTER V
ERROR CANNOT BE CONDONED

"What is truth?l This agelong question put by Pilate,
whether in despalir or in cynicism, is still a haunting ques-
tion for philosophers, religlous educators and all who are
for & solution to the problems which 1life and liv-
ing in this world pose. There are those who believe they
have Tound "truth" in thelr way of life. But does personal
conviction establish the truth? Others are certasin that
they have the remedy to all lifef's i1lls, that they have the
basic answer to man's place and purpose in life, ané that
they understand all that is nccessary for the full utilisa-
tion of life'!s opportunities and responsibilities, but what
17 time proves them wrong? The Truth must be something out-
side of ourselves, something definlte, certain, tangible in
the sense of comprehensible, experimental, thet is, some-
thing that can be experienced, something that can bs lknown
without any trace of uncertainty, something which is vital
and dynamic for us, and yet something which is independent
of our knowing it.

Jesus came to reveal such truth. Though the judgments
of God's truth were made known throughout the 0ld Testament
revelation and though all the eseential doctrines of the

lJyohn 18:38,
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Chrlstisn foith ere conteined in the Old Testament, Christ
Jesus came as the lizht to and of this world. MHe came in-
to the derimess of this world, snd the darkness comprehen-
ded not the light.© In God's Word, both 0ld and New Testa-
ment, the ehallenge is thrown doun to all men - "Thy Viord
is truth,"3 "Gveryone thet is of the truth heareth my
voice."t If e person will accept God's lWord as truth, on
clie basls of God's own promise and manifold ettestation, he
Will know that it is indeed the truth. All are invited to
teet the Seriplures ageinst any criterion, moral, ethical,
philosophiecsl, geographical, scientific, religious, psychic,
cxperimental, soclological, historical or archeological,
and to see for themselves whetiher it is not 100% truth. The
business of the Christien theologian 1s to believe the
Scripbures himself, and then set them forth as thals truth
ol Cod. e is not asked to prove them, to establish them,
or erpgue about them. He l1lg to rroclaim them.

This problem, however, 8rises, thet there asre many pro-
claimera of the truth, but they don't agree. This is one
of Lhe reat and rcal offences to the world, an offence out
of which Saten is making great capital. If the theologians

who study the truth camnot agree amongst themselves, how

2 John 1:h-5,
3thn 17:1T7.
byohn 18:37.

i
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can the Layman know the truth?® The problem becomes inten-
8ified by the contention of some modernists thet the dif-
forent doctrinal tenets are merely various interpretations
of the Seripbures. Others claim for their interoretetions
the honor of "insights.,"® But who is going to classify the
interpretations? Who is going to pass the judgment on the
Inslights? Who 1s golng to establish the truth in this be-
wildsred meze of countless conflicting theological exposi-
vilons? Rome has solved the problem by claiming "infalli-
bility" of the pope, when he speaks ex cathedra. And a sur-
prosing number of prominent men of learning in the various
flelds of science, art and philosophy have been won for the
Roman Church by its bold assertion of final religious au-:
bhority. "There 1s no truth and no salvetion outside the
Roman Church" haz been accepted by many as the only final
fact of life, Others like the Episcopalians of England es-
sert thet the final authority on the truth is the witness,
She testimony, in reality the conservative traditions of the

Church., The Church determines the truth by its common voice.

“That this agnostic conclusion is not found is apperent
when we apply 1t %o fields of scientiflc rescarch such as
medicine. There will always be a certoin emount of con-
flicting opinion amongst the specialists, but this neither
destroys nor basically undermines the obviocus use and pur-
pose of that which continues to exist and function despite

humen contentione.

6pr. H. Hemann, "The Noture of the Unity We Seek," The
heological Review, XiX (March - June, 1959, Wos.

Australian T
1l and 2), pe. 11
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CoWn through the centuries. Did not the Church determine

the cengn g7 Seripture?!

€y, with Luther, contend that the truth 1s alone in
God's Word, The business of the theclogian is to find this
trubh and proclaim it. The method is proper exegesis of
the Seriptures. nly the Scriptures cen determine the
truth. #Ever thing which is contrery to the Scriptures and
viie analogy of faith (the spirit of the Scriptures) is er-
ror, and error is untruth--spiritual poison.

‘here cre those who looik upon their distinctlive and

wlisr interpretations as Spirit-given insights and per-

r
(4
s
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'ezultent from Christian experience. Others regsrd
thic different expositions of the doctrines of Scripture, for
example, the Lord!s Supper, as being different ways of look-
lag at the same phenomenon, like viewing a mountain from
ciiferent querters, as different descriptions of the aame
spiritual recality. While some looi upcn the many theologl-

cal sberrations as being regrettable :nistorlical develop-

ments rather then s sins against the clear Word and comménd

TPnis argumentation 18 a beszging of the guestion. The
Church did not give the Word of God. God gave it to His in-
spired pen-men. The canon of Scripture is the clarification
of certelin rules and principles according to which the con-
tents of 2 book ere exemined and classified as measuring u
to the universally accepted standards of inspiration. The
Church is the recipient of the Word, not the giver of it.

It cen and mast intellipgently judge the message which 1is

brousht to it, for there are meny false prophets gone into

this world. God lHimself gave the Jeus ways of testing the
prophets, Deut., 13:1-3; 18-22. '

R
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of Cod, which musi be repented of and forseken.® But felse
exepgesis, misrepresentation of the seriptural position,
overemphas’s of one doectrine to the beclouding or subver-
sion of another doctrine (though no doctrine correctly pre-
sented according to the Scriptures is in contradiction to

-t

enother revelstion of the Scriptures), omission or corrup-

tion of eny truth proclaimed by Goct's Word is error. GLrror
ior the sonl is gpiritual poison. Error, like poison, 1is
lways, nor immedlately fatal. As the human body cen
row nccustomed to certain toxies and haraful bacteria and
virus, anc¢ successfully withstand them, so the soul is not
inmedlotely or permanently harmed by "minor" error. But as
lson can never produce hesalthy tissues and healthy living,
save by way of medicsl counteraction, so spiritual error
will never develope spiritual 1life, but retards and endan-
‘ers it In direct proportion to its intensity. Although
the conelderation of and temporary acherence to error cen
exercise and test falth, error ltselfl cdeatroys spiritusl
life instead of bullding 1it.

The Scriptures give a very earnest and emphatic warn-
iny; azeinst error. Through the prophet Jeremliash the Lord
said teo the Israelites:

Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that uro-
phesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision

of' their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the
Lord . « « « 1 have not sent these prophets, yet they

8Uamann, ope. cite, pe 1l.
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ran: I have not spolken to them, yet they prophesied.
But 1f they hed stood in my counsel, and had caused
my reople to heer my words, then they should have
turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of
their doings . « « » The prophet that hath a dream,
let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let
him speak my word fait&fully. lihat 1s chaff to the
wheat? saith the Lord.

Here the Lord God distingulshes between ilis Word of truth
anG erroneous humen opinion. MHumen visions, dreams and spec-
ulatione are to His vword of truth as chaff is to the wheat.

The Lord God is sore displeased with all who propound error

4]

if God had spoken it. His Word is like

oy . e S 4. 3
ond set i1t forth a
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nd a hammery thet wlll break the rock in pieces.

Lest men bhink that this only epplies to basic and fun-
aementel teachings and principles, but not to the so-called
ninor articles of fnith,lo the Gaviour purposelfully waerned:

Till ven and esrth pess one joy or one tittle shall

o wlse pess from the law, till 211 be fulfilled,
Whosgoever tnerefore shall breask one of these laast

~ oy
ACT
wi

Jeremieh 23:16-28.

1”ﬁatnin5 Gcd has seen 'lt to reveal can be¢ regarded as
ceing minor or of less importance, EBven such a2 non-funda=-
mental doctrine, as the doctrine of the angels, 1f consis-
tently cenied could meen the loss of salvation. What would
have nappened to Jacob in his grief and loneliness, had (God
not reveelcd to him the escending and descending angelsl
What will happen to & soul at death, 1f God in righteous re-
tribution on a persxn's denial of the existence of the an-
pels refuses to let His ministerinz spirits bear that soul
to heaven! lhen the engels on Judgment Day sather the
tares for the burning tien shell those who heve doubted or
denled their reality be in great fear, e canmot deny any,
even the apuarently most insignlficant truth of God's liord
without endengering the basic fact that the Serigtures are
the Word of God. To deny the least can lead to the loss of
the whole of God's revelation in Christ-~the loss of salva-

tion.
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1, and shall teach men 2o, he shall be called
ingdom of heaven: but whosoover shall do
the same shell be cellod great in tho

wingdom of heaven.=
As Ut. Taoul polinte out in the analogy =f building upon
Ghwist lwouses of jgold, silver, prceiousg stone, wood, straw
= otubble, a the firos of Judgment revealin, of what
sort e bullding 1s, thet oven though a porsonts work mey
te lost, "he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fipe,"12
o Lhwe Lord doos not neceseerily imply Chat such a one as
ciie above will aot be in the kingdom of God. Hie personal
faith moy ef ¢ thets Bubt his fallure to do !His Lordts
wil I oelein the seme in evary detall will most cer-
Lelnly cost Tiim his plece of honor In the kingdom of heaven.
at a wern not to depart from the Seriptures even in
the nmellest Lssuel
Thet this is not just an lsolated or single roference
to & motber of such fer-reaching conseguence in dealing

with the problem of errcr within Christendom, yot even if
1t were the only referonce it would be altogether suflli-

cient, but thet it expresses the whole spirit end attitude

of Cod over agalinst all that He has saen f£it to roveal and
comuand, il evident from both ths 01ld and Wew Testament.
e read: "Ye shell not adé unto the word wilch I command

nelther shell ye diminish ought from it, thet jo way

1imsthoy 5:10-19,.
12 T Cor. 3:15.




55
“e0L the commendments of the Lord yowr Gad which 1 commond
"3 Tris eomemnd given to Moses at the beginning of
ils revelation to menkind ie repeated juat ses emphatically
threoush John ot $he cloge of the rovalabion:

teetily unto every men that hesreth the

;rayhscw of this beok, If any an shall
things, God shall add unto 1 the

gre uritten in uniu bou.. And nf any man

woy from the worda of the book of this
ohall toke awn? hL¢ gort cut of the book

e~ L., . k] -
end from the things

s of anything fron Godtz revelation can

oot arno. ebernal life wilts God, the favisur here mokes
C e cloar,

vor azeinst the Isrsellites whs conbinually errad in
thelr hearts not koowing His ways, the Loré tiod swore in

iz wrath: "Toer shall not enter inte oy .".'ee:t.“li-':‘ To the
ndcucees, ulo denied the rasurrection and cazw to Chriat
tompting Him with the account of tﬁe woman who was married
severol timez, "Whose wife shall she be of the seven in the
rosurrectlion? Jssus replled 'n terme that cannct be mie-
inderstood: "Ve do err, nobt knowing the scriptures, not the
pouer of God. Mor in the rcsurrecfinn they nelthor marry
nor are given in nerriege, but sre as the engels of God in

Lineutersnony l:2.

linevelations 22:1 =19,

15chraus 3:10-21.
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neaven,"10  pries sxhorting I'imothy to study to show himself
@prrovad Lo God, "rightly dividing the word of truth,” Paul
proceeded o show how 1olsonous and destructive arrsr in

fa 2

LoCorine coulé be by the unneppy exawple of Hymenasus and

Fiillotua: "And thelir word will eat as doth a cenker: of
wiom ls Hymenaeua and rhiletus; wha conecerning the truth
aave erred, saying that the resarrcction is past already;
and overtarow the falth of come."lT7

‘n everything they touch upon the Scriptures are always
clear-cut, The Scriptures always set bafore us the zositive

truthh without eny ,.oassibility of compromize. This is true

of 0l1ll that God reveals concerning Himself, His work of cre-

i
-

1l things, as well as of the

4= 4 ey 3 - -~ do B a
avion and preservacion of

iz true of ell nora) issues

-l
e

wiole plan of redemption.
end it 1g equally true of all doctrine. As an action is

2ither rizht or wrong, as a perscn i1s either a believer or

zn unbeliever, Ior or ageinst God, so & teachinzg is elther
rizht 22 wrong. The 3Scriptures never speak in iterms of arey
e T - 1 a3 1.4

they alwajys speak in black and white.~-

fceordingly, 1t would seem a simple matter of compar-

ing the doctrines of Christendom withh the Scrigtures and

-

16aatthew 22:29,
1711 Timothy 2:17-15.

160?. il. Hamann, Jnr., An Examninatlon of the Relation
of Certaln rezzages of the New Testament to the Froblem of
Fellowship, Intersynodical Notes (ca. 1958), p. 5.
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°1933i131n¢ toem as trubta oy error. In essence such 1s the
CH8Ce  Lut the problem becomes more involved when dealing
not wish errar per se, but with the errorlist, who iz often
a Pfofﬁ:siﬂg caristian, In this connectlon we sre obliged
to tale note of the different Wways orror has developed.
There iz the error due o misunderstanding. The Daptists,
for example, seem to misundersiand bhe doctrine of the nzens
ol grace. The denisl of the real preseance by the Reformed
iln jenerel seams to he closely associated with their con-
azlon of the union of the two natures in Christ. Pelagi-
anism, =yneretism, Cal viniam, Arminianism, though each dirl-
ferent, sometimes antithetlenl, heve arlsen because of th
vesic misunderstanding of total depravity, of God's infinite
roce, of the bondapge of the will, of man's spiritual cdead-
aese, of nis accountabllity to God, of the difference be-

deen God's [oreknowledige, and the hidden purposes of iz

»

predestinetion of the eleet in Charist. Likewise, the hope
of the chiliasts, Lhe millenielists and most ecumenists is
g misunderstending of the true nature of the kingdon of the
heaven, and of the church=--the body of Christ and the com-
manion of all true believers,

There are the errors due to overemphasls. 1t is tragi-
cally regretteblo that the whole system of the papacy is
built on an overemphesis of the vnlace which good works oc-

cupy in the life of & Christian. The overemphasis of God's
soverecigsnty leads to an obvious limitation of saving grace
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d an election bo darmation, or by contrsst the irresis-
3ihilibr of zaoving grace. The overeuphasis on Lhe reguire-
ment of the lew bo be perfect, with the overlooking of bhe
G888ntlel dynamic of the Gospel, which alone impels the
Christian to strive to a ttain perfection, has led Lo the
485C ol the modern perfectionist and holinesa groups,
which con praoduce a3 good or hard a Pharisee as the Lord
A28 o doml with.

Such erroneous developments, to mention but a few ex-~
amples, are nob only regrettable deviations from the truth,
unienh ouznt to be more strongly denounced as error and her-
esy, snd labolled ea= sin, but they ere slso the obvious
cause of schism and divlision within the exteranal churech,

& disruption of tiie unity of ths spirit. Yet they do not
and need not of themselves destroy or prevent saving feith,

-

aven though they hinder faith and do not aid spirituel

Joing sbill deepor in our attompt bto understand the de-
valopnent of error in the Christian Church we must note the
tremendous and unhappy influsnce which fauwlty lnstruction
has had ugon Christians during thelr formatlve jears., The
errcrs of ctherwlse earneat Christiana even some of the
most eeriously inbtentloned evangelists are evident for the
ebove steted reazon In such vital fields as the proper dis-
tinction between Law and Gospel, To clte current cases.

Dr. B2illy Grahem in laying the responsibility of resisting
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the Holy Ghost upon the corscience of the individual goes
Very close to subverting the whole doctrine of conversion
by moking 1% dependent upon man's volition, though he him-
861l i3 & stron: exponent of the reality and nced of the
spiritual rebirth by the sole work of the Holy Spirit. When
he says that not even Almighty God can save the soul that
Goes not desire cternal life or that will not come to Christ,
while such statements can be understood correctly; they,
nevertheleas, constitute a contradiction of the Scriptures
thot by nature men do not desire the things of God,lg of
the Saviour's answer to the disciples concerning the salva-
tion of the rich:; "With men this i1s impossible; but with
God o1l thinus are possible,"20 and of the Saviour's very
revecling declaration: "No men can come to lMe, except the
Father which hath sent Me, draw him . . . J12L Everything
to do with man's szalvation 1s by grace alone.22 As with
the confuslion of Law and Gospel, there are similar miscon-
ceptions implented from childhood on over against the effi-
ciency of the Meens of Grace, the part prayer plays in the
Christian's 1life, and the duty of a Christian over against

his government, to cite some illustrations.

19Romans 8:7.
20mMatthew 19:26.
2ljonn 6:lily.
22Ephes:!.ana 2:5,
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thinusly, it is not the person ubko has been wWrongly
Urel ned, as gpe person responsible for glving the wrong
braining, who has committed the greater sin. But here again
the judement of God will take into account the extent to
which those in error, those who have been Incorrecily in-
structed, reset, when the truths of God's Word ere clearly,
tactlully and adequately presented to them. When certain
people have been theologically trained in a definite way,
they meem, alas, to be almost incapable to giving an un-
biased evaluation of the true position, if it is the anti=
thesls of what they have been taught, It is not for us to
enticipate (od's judgment on such misguided Christians,
Novertheless, uwe are to recognise and renounce thelr erron-
cous viewe and teachings.

A reater problem in dealing with our erring brethren
in Chrisit, however, 1ls the issue of holding to error despite
the witness of the truth. Why can!'t the Romen Catholic, for
examplo, accept salvatioq alone by faith? Why can!'t the
Baptist accept the validity of infant baptism b; the appli-
cation of water? UWhy can't the Reformed accept the real
presence in lioly Communion? Why can't the Seventh Day Adven-
tist accept the liberty of the New Testament with regard to
warship? Are these adherents gullty of hardness of heart
and stubborness agsinst God's VWord, when the proof is made
so clearly? Ferhaps it is the effect of religious training;
perhaps it is the result of a biased way of thinking; per-
heps i1t is a spiritual pride; perhaps it is partial spiri-
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*Pots, God i1s the judge. Fortunately, there occurs
Qappy inconsistency, so Ifrecquently referred to, where-
pPeraonts faith may be right, even Lhourh he may pro-
pound it wrongly.

Whatever the ervor 1s, it must, however, always be ta-

L=y

“£°11 sericusly. Even tihe smallest error if consistently ad-
ered to can undermine the wnole foundation. HNormally it
does not do so. But if anybody argues that his error does
nov matter when he is shown, and recognises the fact that
nls position is antl-scriptural, and then declares his in-
tention to continue proclaiming his error against the clear
Seriplures, such a one is not a Christian, but e heretic,
and outside the kingdom of grace. It is a very earnestly
debobted issue as to wnat extent thls judgment should be
passad upon the multitude of erring Christian theologlans,
ainisters and teachers today. Ferhaps 1t would be m&st
solutary Lo do sc. Perhaps the orthodox confessional
churches are failing to follow the example of the apostles,

perticularly St. Paul and 3t. John, and give this clear-cut

cr

astimony to the btruths of God's Word., Luther didl And oar
Lutheran Confessions in their oft-repcated "damnamus," "we
condemn," dol

To what extent we must or should assert that all those
within the Christisn Church, who espouse and proclaim error

are not true Christlans, but false prophets, is disputed

———

s ——

——— e
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very seriously. Dre irux in his Summary of rindings puts

it is not primarily error in doctrine that makes a hore-
gtic in the sense in which the chuwrch uses tivls term,
but the @ ugluadc of the mind and hoart er dm uho
preschon 1t. r“hnreblc is a ueraon wio "inspito of re-
rooted admonition and 1nsglta of botter knuwmadga and
cﬁ-scicncc continuos in his corverae conduct" (Walther,
Uio. ove Lubth. Kirche cle wahre sichhare Zirche Gobtes
auf »r':,':c:.-, 1 -';-1, pe 2li3 also Hirche u. Amb, p. 126; al-
a0 Guenther & vbal*d, e =83 also gustaticns frow
Luther given on se £l)e Erpor in doctrine may be sime
ply a weakness in a Chrilstian, who, in aspite of the
mess, is filled witih a sincere pnss;on f'or Corist
and lis vWord. Hut whien the error is inown and under-
steod by & person and sdhored to novertheless bacause
f sinister purpose or ulterior motive that person
s censed Yo serve Christ, and 18, instead, serving
own sell, his ambitlon, his greed, his belly. His
secnlng lo intentional falselwod, & lie, and Scrip=-
re culls such en one & "Iiepr” i,scuuea, Revsgi2;; a
person "speaking lies in r"nuer*sj (en bypokr.sel
naeundologos, I Tim. 4.2), a "snlso brotier {F=cuda=
delphos, Gal. 2:4), @ e "ralse teacher" (Pseudodidas-
:a:*s, 2 Yeter 2:1), a "fd se aﬁoatlc“ {Psesudeposatolos,
2 J?- 11.13) a “*nlso prophet (raeudoyraybatas,
Matt 13 lp- au-l;ual vierk 13'2 I Jonn % 213 Hev.
‘ﬂ="3, 19. 203 202101, "Phe word p*eud’ or "“peeuds” in

the above compounds is equivalent to ' 1zj ng end thereby

decieving.” A mie atatoment of raet arising TFEh lack

of 1rope =nro”npb_0J, x>t made in ?ood falth, is not
a l¢cr not a "pacudos," A "pseudos" 1like aur English
word "1is” is a conselous end intentionel misstatement

of 1Lcu, e deliberate felsehood, made for the purvose
of misleading or decieving, and implios better know-
ledge on the part of the person makzing it. This is
brought ocut clearly in Matthew 7: 15, (wolves, uha far
thq.LJgpoae of deceptlon put on sheopis clebhing
Cor. 11:13, (where "deceitful workers"” is aduedf
retor 2:1-3, ("Zhrcugh covetousnees annll tnay Hith
feiymed words meke merchandise of you' ) I Tim. 422,
Tviere “heving thelr coacience scarcd’ is added) . e

The eccusing conscience naturally pleys e part in such
versona, and we find it referred to o number of times
in Poference to false teachers, Oege, I Tim. 12 19-203
u-e, Titus 1:15; 3:11, (implied in "autoketalritos" )e
Tt is necesserily involved also wherever the "pseudo=
compounds cre used, or & form of "planen" in a context
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vaet Implies purpose to deceive, or whera the setiing
of a "skandalon" (trag is predicated of a person (Ro-
18 15:17; lMetthew 18:6-7; Luke 17:1-2).

Ly employing such namese and terme to charvacterize lfalse
teschers, the Scriptures thus merk them as reprobates,
a5 men who have cessed to be Christlians, if they ever
were such, and wio ouizht no longer to be treated as
Chwricztiane, but excluded, if thney are wlthin the congre-
seticn, and avolded end not admitted, if they come from

ALE S
Withiout,

Thals will become 8till more evident if we contrast the
above terms with the expresslons employed by the Scrip-
tures when such teachers ere referred to as are un-

in doctrine, bub must still be assumed to be vi-
1y connceted with Gne church in jfundamentai falth

onc, therefore, Go be sincere and loyal to christ, In

suen coscs LChe sceriptures do not use words which con-
note lying and decelving, but terms that merely indi-
cabe & deogoebure Irom ths received docirine, as “tesch
otheruise®™ (hebtorodidaskalien) I Tim. 1:3; 6:3), or "a
man that is a herebic (hairetikos antaropos, Titus 3:10,
tis term meaning merely a person that chooses a view
o docetbrine Lfor himself, or is inclired to a faction

or perty--see ppe 36f), or persons who "build upon this
Foundation (Christ) . . . wood, hay, stubble" (I Cor.

3:10-15). The use of the term "brother" in II Thess.
3:6,15 is =imileg, though there the term deoes not re-
fer to beachers

We apyreciate the distinction Dr. Brux 1is making be-
tween false teachers who are ocut to deceive and teachers wio
have bzcome unszound in doctrine, but we cannot endorse his
conelusion "end there, to be sincere and loyel to Christ,”
Since & person is loyal to Thrist only when he 1is loyal to
His clear Word, we cannot and dere not try bto exonerate or
excuse any tescher who becomes unsound in doctrine or prac-

tice, We may have to bear and plead with such an erring

23pd0lph A. Brux, Christien Prayer-Fellowship and Un-
ionism (Wiscomsin: Pamphlet, 1935 e

hlet, 1935, Do
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brother ¢
Tor an indefinite time, but we can never cover his

error wikth 4
=90 the commendation of "aincerity and loyalty to

| z
’ drvertheless, we helieve that Dr, Brux! basic

My ad
‘d:..q.‘:'.". ST

conntention i+ E ;
Huention Stands; nsmely, that a false Leacher is not so

much one

Wi unintentionally errs in a point of doutrine,

but Who acas
WL WAD anainst batber knowledge sets forth his error as

2Ne E]""t:'l.

“1le we sre therefore quite clear as to vhat consti-
tntes error, namely, every departure from the Scripbures,
We must olstinguish bebtwesn the fsalse teacher and the felse
propnet, who conscionsly deceives men as to the truth, and
tiie erring teacher who helieves that he is getting forth
the truth of the Seriptures, when in fact he 1s sponsoring
error. lerelin lies the crux of the guestion as to whether
or not ua are %o look upon &ll those who espouse and pro=
clalm Homan, Reformed; Baptlst, end all other sectarion and
heterouox views a3 belng Lo that extent false teachers and
falsa prophets, whom we are to rebuke and avoild?

Andrew uenstedt's quotetion of Balduin's definition of

"heretie" in his Theologla Didactico-Polemica {11,1565) is

of poertinent interest:

A heretic 1a a persaon, who holds a doctrine which sub-
verts the foundation of faith, who persistently attacks
some teaching which bél ongs to the fundamental article
of faith who creates dissension and cquarrels in the
Churech, and who in such opinion, although frequently
admonished, contumacliously and maliciocusly perse-
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hlitude of Luther to tho errorists of his day is
A0 68W0 i -e '
V¥ . At firct his approach was always irenlocal, but

Yol guoting the Yeriptureas which convinced him, but

falled %o cunvinee nhle opponents, Luther in his typicel,
PURE Way would then leave Lt to their consciences, and if
Gacy conbinudd in thelr orror, without qualificetion he
nil ig iownes theilr _‘-.'-‘:'g":-":.

Thouch we arc not able to detsrmine with any degroe of
certeinsy ctitude of the heart and niind of thono 1n er-
ror, ond bherefore cennct with certainty meke a clear-cut
distizetion Lutween the person who errs Srom ignsrance, pre-

3= L ve L ‘
che sersen whs iz o

Judice, environment or tralining anc
{else teachor and a falsc prophst--out ' to decelve others far
some ceraal purposc elther in Gome parbticulsr matier or in
ceneral, what la evidont is that error affects Chriaticn

fellowshly in direct proportion to its gravity. On the ini-

tigl lovel believers are awarce of and exgperience the common

bond they have in Christ, just as did the believers of the
aerly Church after iontecost. These continuwed in the apoa-

tles' fellowshipy and doetrine., But ss Dr. Brux pocints out
this doea not of itself mean the sumntotal of apostolic doc-

trine, for that wes as yet not given, but these early Chris-

21

“%Theodore Groebner, The Borderlend of Aisht and kr

(Te;?? Frint; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing ilousa, c. l&) )
r.. LW P8




Flelded themeelves to the temching snd instruction of

the - = s . -
18 spoetles,®® and Lt.was thaot which cemeted Sheir unlity

<2 Gho spirit. Sut @3 the dootrinez of the spostles beceme
CEplieit ond clearly defined the deviations of some from the
& Yan g =l T

came apporent. The more explicit hecome thne doc-

e, the more definlte became the judgment of the Scrip-

cures upon those who o posed the same, as Ls evident from

Tomang 16:17: ". . . Mork them which csuse dlviziona and of-

-2nces contrary to tho deoctrine wihich ye have learned and
7oi¢ mo. o« 'y end I Timothy 6:3: "If ony man teach

stllemwine, and coneent not to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesms Christ, and to the doctrinoe which is

s mowing nothing « « « "

gccording Lo godliness; ha is proud
181211, tae szsurence of the Saviour: Y"If ve conbinue in
words, then are ye my diseciples indeed . . 126 narapred

to the tople under discussion, that Jesus was the Tod-sent

Savlour fron sin ané death, Of themselves theses words of
theo Seviour ds nob require nerfactbion in doctirine as a mark
true discl v, bubk a conbinuance in the basic iruth
of faith in Him as the 3on of God. Ilowever,; subsequently,

these words of necessity inmply faithful compliance to lils
word., Mere we disagree with the conelusion thet Dr, Hrux

draws.2! Hor cen we accept his argumentation concerning the

255 rux, ope cit., p. 60.
267ohn 8131,

“Torux, op. cite, pe 56.
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difference between shunning error and not shunning erring

"y

Christians as he endeavours to prove

o
np 20 "
16. 10

shun error will inevitably

errorist, if he continues adamant in

Christian fellowship.

from I1 Timothy 2:16-
invelve shunning the

his error, for error




CHAPTER VI

SADATA T [ INIA TREDROR Tmo
ARATION 20 “RRORISTS

‘o one can carefully read the exhortetion of 3t. Paul:
"indeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
pcncc,"l and then listen to his reascns withoub beinz con-
vinced of the tuo=-fold fact, that all believers in Christ

are one, anc that they are to endeavour to preserve this

unity in their lives as Christians. The position put for-
ward by 3t. Paul %o the Ephesians ap;lies beyond the possi-
bLility of dispute to the Christian Church of all time.

e Iz one body." The Church withh ell its variety of
;Afts end all its differing memberz 1s one body in Christ,
e i1s the head, and we are His members. "There is one

"Spirit." The Holy Spirit is the Lord's gift to His Church.

i

thiz lloly Spilrit we have all been baptlised into the one
body. e calls, zathers, enli:shtens and sanctifies the

whole Christian Church on eerth. "There is one hope that be-

wour call.,” In the lHew Testament covenant there is

o

longs to
thie one hone of salvation throuizh the blood of the Lamb of

God. The {inal consumation of this hope is eternal life in
the kinpdom of God. "There is one Lord." It is so cbvious
but so true. There is One and One only whs humbled Himself

end became obedlent unto doath, whom God has highly exalted,

lEphesians 423,
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an¢ 8ppointed to be the Judge of the living end the dead.
"There 15 one fuith." There is only one body of truth, the
whole revelatsion of God in Christ Jesus. There have been
MENY credal statoments end many confessions, but there is
only one true faith. "There is one baptism." The baptism
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost 1s the only
Christien baptism. "There is one God and Father of us all,"
The one true God of both 01d and Hew Testament; the Father
of the Lord Jesus Christ, ancé the Father of all men is the
only Lrue God, He knows of none other, And there is none
other. As le 1s one, so all who believe in Him, will, in
ansvwer to the prayer of the Son, become one.2 This unity of
Che cpirit, which s8ll true Christlians have because of the
one body, the one Holy Spirit, the one hope, the one Lord,
the one feith, the one baptism, the one God and Father, is
thelr God=-given responsiblility to preserve.3

But just as clear as ia this oblization, so the Injunc-
tion of the Saviour is also clear: "Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwerdly they are
ravening wolves."™ "Take heed thet no man deceive you. For

many shall come in my name, seying, I am Christ; and shall

2G. T. Craig, The One Church in the Light of the New
Testament (London: Epworth Fress, C. 1952), p. 19.

3F. . Xnubel, Church Unity (Philadelphia: United Lu-
theran PFublication, ¢. 1936), p. 49.

Lite s thew T:15.
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tecelve lany . ., ., . And many lalse prophets shall arise,

and shall deccive many."5 And: "If ye continue in my word,
then ‘are ye my diseiples indeed . . "0 fThe implications

of this warning of their Lord the Apostles cleoarly recog-
nised, when they exhorted: "Mark them which cause divisions
and of'fences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned;
and avold them."? "Heve no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness . « " "From such (men of corrupt minds,
destitute of the truth) withdrew thyself."? While those who
i not confess that Jesus Christ is come In the flesh “re-

&

W

ive . . . not into your house, neither bid him God
speed,"1U

The position 1s guite clear over against thoss who are
false prophets, and wolves, and anti-christ, and self-con-
cemned heretics, as we have shown in the previous chapter.
But what hes created the preat problem in the Christlan
Church tcday are the borderline cases, Nowhere do the Scrip-

tures have a iood word to say for erruristg.ll Nowhere do

SMatthew 2hsl,5,11.
6John 8:31.
TRomans 16:1{.

6Ephesinns 5:11,

91 Timothy 635.
1011 Jonn 10.

Examination of Certain Passages,

llDI'. H. P. Hamam,
Intersynodical Notes, pe.

An
F-
Je
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the Jeriptures permit any compromise of the truth. Thie
must be the position of those who would be loyal to Christ.
This was the position of the early Lutheran confessors, who
protested and so clearly demonatrated their adherence to
apoctolic doctrine and prectice, and refused to compromise
Wit divergent contemporary reformers.

In principle we muet denounce all error. This implies
inovitably, we believe, tho denunciation of and dissoclation
from all those who persist in or cling to error great or
small. DBub in practice 1t is not so easy for the issue is
not always clear cut. As we have previously noticed, from
tho humen point of view there are often extenuating circun=-
stances., HNot all have been privileged tn be trained in the
truth, nor have all had the whole truth fairly end without
pre judice presented to them. Further, since we are unable
Lo distingulsh with any degrec of certainty between those
who err in wealmess from those whose heart and attitude 1is
opposed to the truth, we find ourselves often 1in the posi-
tion where we are obliged in love t; bear with those who
may not be consciously opposing the Scriptures. Here ano-
ther question arises: "ithat constitutes wilful opposition
to the Scriptures?" Some argue that their "heterodox" posi-

g RRNi

tion is the position of the Scriptures, and they clalm that

we. are meking ourselves judges over them. (It soegn-pnisi-

ble by astute exegesis to prove almost anything from the

Scriptures. Hevertheless, sooner or later it becomes appa= ;
rent when somebody is subverting the truth.) Likewise, how
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G211 we dotermine when a rerscn is resisting the Ioly Spirilt?
Ur discern when his resistance to the truth is due to She

eet that he hes not as yet come to realise the implicatiors

2 Thosme relevant Seripiure passages, which are so clear to

us?  Similarly, how long sholl we Leor with thoso who are
CrrLng because ef the influence of false teschers and error-
~3tas!l TFron thelr confession it scems that they are chil

dren of CGod, zelievers in Christ, but it becomes difficult

©o hmrmenise thelir heberodoxy in a particular matier, with
. Lord's clear asseriion Llat they are His true disciples,

The views of Dr, C. #, W. Walther on these problems are
lucidly set forth in a series of thesen. Thesis Ii: "Even
error aeinat the clear Vierd of God on the part of an in-
dividual member of the church does not at once, and in fact,
deprive him of church~fellowehip, confessional fellowship,
ueship." Thesis IIZI: "Even an error conflicting
with tihe VWord of God and earising and manifesting itself in
an ' entire church-body does nct in itselfl make a church-body

false church uith which an orthodox Christian, cr the or-

o)

vhodox cimrch, would have to breal of'f fellowship,"
This thesis Dr. lialther elaborates thus:

vie are for from desiring to discontinue fraternal fel-
loviship with an individual person, or church-fellowship
wvith a church~body, i1f these are not dognatically cor-
rect In their Christian Iknowledge. DBy no means do wWe
erd such correctness as a condition of such fellow-
ship. If we do that, we would have to contend against
ourselves; I'or uhlle we note such faults, i.e,, errors,
in others, they again mey note such in the one or the
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73

Other among us. Ho, as soon as there reveals itself
in an individual person or in a church-body the readi-
ness of' mind to submlt unconditionally to the entire
word of Jcd ané toc hold nothing that militates against
the foundation of the Christian faith--be it the real
foundation (Christ), or the dogmetic foundation (the
Cocirine of justiflcation through feith), or the organ-
le foundation (the Seriptures)--we gladly extend to
every such person the hand of fraternal fellowship, and
arc also cordially willing and ready to have church-fel-
lowship with such & church-body. This, however, is
our attitude and praoctice, not because we regard any
doctrine clearly revealed 1ln the Word of God as an open
question which ws are frec tosaffirm or dony, tc decide
cme or thus, but because we know that there are errors
kness, and thot a Christian wsy carry about in

mind even a fundamental =rror, without overthrowing
ne foundation in his hear®, let alone thet a person

ng, with respect to a non-fundamental point would
ssarlly rsjoct ths Toundation of falth., Neverthe=-
pard it as our duty to reprehend, refute,
ht, and censure as error waatsver becomes
such in those uho desire to be our brethren
whether the error concern a fundamsntal or a non-funda-
ental doctrine of the Word of God. (L.c., p. 110f)L

Lrror, therefore, doés not necessitate always and im-
mediately the severance of Christian fellowship, though lo=-
Sleally and finally 1t must. In ded inz with an erring
Christien we often have to proceed in the seme way as when
we deal with a moral weakness or failing. Ve dissociate our-
sclves from the error and the mistakes, but not immediately
from the person. "In dealing with a weak brother two things
are always necessary," Dr. Brux obscrves,

Discocliaticn from the metter which constitutes a wealk-

ness in him, end assscistion in everything thal does

not btouch the wealmess. These two elements are neccs=

sarily pressent in every cese where a weak brother is
being dealt with, and they must therefore be looked

125 a01 - Eetageh
ph A. Brux, Christiin rrayer-Fellowship and Union-
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for also when considering our relation to doctrigally
weakl brothers, congrogations, or denominations.

That diss

oclatlion from someone's error does not of itself

imply relipl us sgeverance ia cleer from 3t. Faul's direc-

tlon Lo the Thessalonlans. They were to withdraw themselves

from every brother who walks disorderly .  « "And ifr any

man cbey not our word by this epistle, note that man and
have no congany with nim, that he may be ashamed. ¥Yet count
nla nob as an encmy, but admonish him as & brother."t% Con-
trary Lo bresking off religious fellowship, thet is, looking
upon Dl w8 an enemy ol Josus Curist, he is to be entreated
4 correciecd as a weak andé erring brotner in Christ. Love,
not legelistic cvoercion, is orften the only way to win an
erriag brother., Uy love, however, is not meunt uncertainty
o' vaclilletion, deference or compromlse, but pstient in-
cbructlion, kinc unuerstonding, sympathetic consicderation and
cordiel friendship, which tries and keeps on trying to win

(5]

rson Lo the truth. "Speaking the truth in love,"” St.

,
o

Iaul urges the Lphesians in the very same cnapler that he
'Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
he Londs of peace.’*d Jow long thls must continue depends
entirely on the circumstances and the evident attitude of

the person in errcr.




75
true for the indlviwual Christian is true for

;‘Jh& t 1 ~

h. “hen churches dlscuss guestions of altar and

I,ul'-" 1 t ilc‘ 1
llUWEnip wlth a view to organic union the truth is
0 be sSpakn. . .
Y3%en in love, The members of a confaossional church
cannot

“® Torbearing enough in their endeavours Lo win others
62 The truth of Godts revealed will. Bub the position with
“ne 1ndlvidual is different Crom that of the church, when
the latter makes some error or uascriptural practice its
coniessional platform. Then we are no longer dealing with
Joneone coen to conviction, even though they moy be erring
from Iz clz of unowledge or in weakness, but we are dealing
with a body which contends that its position is right and
Sceriptural, with the converse implication thet the serip-
tural position we are standlng for is not the truth. O0b-
viocusly, under such circumstances viec weaken und¢ dastroy the
whole value of our confessional witness, if we then tolerate

by fellowshlp an erroneoug position, which has become a pub-

lieca doctrina, a public platform, an asserted confessional

position.

Since the unity of the spirlt is of God &énd not of men,
it does not have to be made or called into being by Chris<l
tians, but 1s there amongst all believers, binding them to=-
cether in the Lord, It is there in such a positive sense
that 1t actually has to be oroken, !HNot only should this fel-
lowship be recognised, but to discourage it is a sin against

our common head, the Lord, and our fellow believers. To pre-
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serve this unity of the spirit, as lt. Faul urges, is the
naturzl, ineviteble consequence of saving faith in the com=
mon Lord., Christiasn fellowship as a result of this unity
of the Spirit 1In Christ is to be distinguished from church
Tellowship, which is ssuentially confessional fellowship.
Christlan fellowship is not dependent upon complecte and
perfect unlty though it certainly cannot endorse or condone
anything contrsry to God's Word or any compromlise of God's
Word. ODr. Brux puts it this way:

The basis 01 the fellowshlp of Christians in [r ayer

and worship is always the already exlsting unlty of
all oclicvors as members of tha body of Chrilst, not
perlfect unity in all points of doctrinal coanfession,

not orthodoxy.

WS cﬂristians fellowship not because in all particu-
lara we all confess the same doctrinal creecd, but be-
cause we ors already united by the Holy upirlt a3 mem-
Lers cne f sanother in the body of Christ, and &= such
members naturally sesk tg express this existing unity
in Christiaen fellowahip.
It i= most desirable thst this Christisan fellowshly be main-
teined on the lges2l and individuel level, in the home, in
very 2mall izclaied communities, in canps, during mansuvers,
on expeditions, =znd often holidays, even to @ limlted ex-
tent in loeczl preyer end Pible study gatherings, and minis-
ters!' iraternals
Unless the principle of Scripbture 1s involved--and by

this we mean that an article of faith, a scriptural com-
mené or prohitition, or an example ziven for the guid-

16111d., p. 73e
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ance of the vhurch In all azes 1s at stake--apree-
ment iz not neceasary for splritual unity, though it

may b§7h;5¢1y desirable for Christian heormony of pur-
pose,.t

my

“Rere ig g distinet and most important place for Christian

f“u,owshig based on the one Lord, one falth, one baptism,

one Jud and Ffasher of all, Tso deny this is to deny the very
E2sence of our falth. EFrayer, joint-Bible study, matual
‘lscussion, ancourngement, and sdmonltion uader such circum-
éncas are nct only not sianful, but the daty of all true
J8liavers, wle recognise the reslity and the full impllca-

vionz ol Lhwe una sancta, aand the cowmmon hope of all being

——— -
Sogetacr Tarever in the presence of the Lord, and partaking
A & Qi . G A PSS 20 2 iy O LarsoXong

0’ sac blessedness of the klnzdom of heavens

i on Glhie human plane 1T is neceasary to distinguilsh
watuwoon Christian Fellowship and Church Fellouahlp, =o 1t
15 necessary bo dlatingulsh between Christlian unity and
Churcii usnity, The fallure to maks this distinction is evi-
un's address at ths open-

dent in The Right Reverend Angus I

2rencs on

e e A e e SR -3 L e '
cnary dession oI tne lorth American Conis

ST - : - e S 1T Wes - - = -
Palth and Order, 1957 when speakins on "The HMeaning of 'Uai-
) g
L 12 34782

Cur ortliodox bretlhrern . . . belleve uncompromisingly
that the outward and visible unlby of the Churecn in
faith and crder and worship 1s of 1its very esszence, and
is puaranteed by the over-ruling power of the triune
Ged, whe called it into being. Accordingly, they

17"u odore Grasbner, The Berderland of Right and srong

(Tenth Priwt;ng St. Loulst Concordia rublishing House, C.
“'l), EJ. .n.j-ai
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cannct in gZood consclenceé join In the search for a lost
unity. Wevertheless, I believe that they recognise the
presence ia bthe world of many Jhristian believersz, in

o 31 ﬂlfLPrhu1§3n3E’ who stand outside that unbreakeble

" - _. - . |
Thezs are the ccumenicel alm of a united exterssl ¢

Lidted {or wersnly snd service., But thiz ecumenicsel Zoal,

is evident when uvnlion with another

1

Specilic denominetion 1s entered upon without sn adequate
basie of spreement ln doctrine and grectice. In order to
united chuarch, bhearkening to the same Word, cel-
elratiiy tis same secraments, and pubtbing intc jrectice the

~1s &, ve belicve that 1t is peramcunt thet the

-
=
'

)
5
1
!

-

-

unuersilonding of the wWord, the comprehension of the Sacra=-
mente, snd the Intention of practicsl application be essen-
vially the same for all participating churches.,

Ever though we ackuowledge (hat on the private, per-

ccnal level we can &nd should end even must have follgwship

under ceritain clilreumstances, as when

h

with cther Chricstians
iving to,ether, yet, ou the church, the publlic, the confes-
clonal level, we believe it iz impcessible to practice gen-

fellowship, unless we are entirely in

£
o
o
0
'—l‘
[
{]
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m
g
L
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accord as to what tie Word and the Sacraments means to us,

10;aul 8. Minear, editor, The Nature of the Unity Ve
Seck (5t. Louis: Bothany Press, C. 1959), De S0s




79
aénd what is to be the prectice of life and work in accor-
dance with the principles of the Word. On the other hand,
1% is true that though we strive for perfect uneninity, we
coan never achieve complete doctrinal purity, as Dr. Brux.
arpgues with the support of guotatlions from Dr, C. ¥, ¥W. Wal-
ther.19 1t 1s also true thet the casual intrusion of error
into & section of the church does not make that church her-
etlcal, nor does it mean thet fellowship muszt be broken un-
less thot scetion hardens itself in error. On the other
hand, there can be no jsenuine aeltar and pulpit fellowship
unless there is full accord between the participating
churches, an asccord which not only includes the fundamen-
tals, bub alsc the non-fundamentals, for even the non-fundas-
mentals become church dlvisive, when they are specifically

and consistently i"nored.ao Moreover, this subscription to

1’Prux, 0.« cite, pe 91s "Thesis V. The courch mili-
3, indeed, the duty to strive aiter absolute unity

e k)
P

b il
fulth and doctrlre as the goel, ocut it never attains a

-y

I

n
nisher degree of unity than & unity in fundamentals. Viith
espect to tne dogmas which do not involve an overthrowing
£ the means necessary to obtain salvation, all believers
187 @rr . .« « o Toleration of non-fundamental errors and
oer;01Csce= of knowledge 1s part of the fellowship of love
among those who, wlthout division, are joined together in a
VL’LUIO c1urch. (nuelsenuﬂn, cupcted by Dr. Walther with

als_I‘DVEl C., Y)u 11.1!.).

(o

2°Thoodore Graebner, The Historic Lutheran Position in
Lon=Fundamentals (St. Louis: Concordia rubllishling liouse,

1)397} p. 27 urites: "With reference to churcuprellawship,
non-undamentals may be divisive when tThese concern a doc-
trine or historical statement clearly set forth but consis-
tency ignored or denied in the publlic doctrine of a reli-
hiou@ body; while problems of bbeology are not divisive of
church fellowship at any time."
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the articles of feith must be a de facto as well as e de jure
Subscription, a subscription which is implemented by the pub-
lic and privete teaching and practice in conformity with the

declared confossional position.

=
@

early Christisn Church was one so long as it con-
tinued in the apostles! doctrine and fellowship, for-it wes
Clirgupgh the doctrine of the espostles that the Lord built His
church, The unity of that first Christien Church was a very

defiiite and explicit unity in the word of Christ, end thus

In Cihrist Himself, But as soon as errorists came into the
early cimrch, the church militent became divided, not the

fpiritual ung sencte, but the visible body which composed

the una sancta. Not that the true believers, who clung to
the VYord of Chriet were divided, but that those who were
mislead or deceived by the errorists were separated from
thelr fellow bellevers, Ueparﬁure from the VWord of God im-
mediately begen to destroy the fellowship of faith, and the
unisy resultant from that fellowship. What became true with-
in & few decades hes continued to be the pattern of wvisible
Christendom. Christians who love and adhere to God's Word
cannot heve church fellowship with those who resist and de-
ny God's clear Word. Even if there wWere no commend in the

Sceriptures to separate from, to withdraw, to avoid, to have

no church fellowship with those wio depart from the truth--

not even personal fellowship with those who arec of the anti-
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chrizt2l ——this sepaerating of themselves from those witn
Whom they are not in agreement in doctrine and In practice,
Would be inevitable as the Scriptures declare: "Can two
Wwalk topether except they be uhreeu?"za In tihls respect the
Latholic Chmrches, whether Roman or Greex are quite logical,
even Lhouph their teachings are not in accordance with the
uer ptures, wnen they insist that there is no such thing

posslile as compromise with t hose who have left the "fold"

1
i
)

for which reascn any perticipation on their part in the
{y ] ] Tl ! 1 c
orld Council of Churches is menningless.ﬂ3 Unlesa the

schizmatiec churches return to the mother churches they can

have neo fellowship with them. (The fastern Christians are
cven more certein than the Romens that there 1s one Holy,
Cetholie, and Apostolic Chwrrch on earth, and that the Ortho-
dox Churches of the East together ore its authentic repre-

zentotive, )

The public expcsition of the Word end the celebration
of the Fscraments, which as we noted earlier consbtitutes tie
ecsential sctivities of tihe visible church, reguires such
complete accord end common understanding of the truth and
the epplicetion of the same, that genuine and complete rel-

louship, church fellowship, altar and pulpit fellowship,

2111 John T:ll.

224-1.1"105 3= 3.

23Ruth Rouse and¢ Stephen Charles Helll, editors, A His-
tory of the Ecumenical Movements, 1517-1948 (Lond:n: S Ba

CI IL., 1))4), 1.:. 67!—.
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confesslonal fellowshiy, with erroriats 1s unthinkable. The
Seriptures bid uz: "Teaching them to observe ell thinges what-
soever I have comionded you,"@l and "If ye continue in ify

Word then aze ve my diseiples indeed."23 And the Scriptures

ey

ifow I beseech you, brethren, mark them which ceuse

divisions ond offences contrary to the doctrine which ye

have learned; and avoid bhem."26

IF any men teach ot1ﬁrw se, and consent not to whole=-

& ome wordu, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,

nd to the doctrine wiich is according to godliness:;

e 1l proud, knowing nothing, but doting about cues-

ions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife,

ailings, evil surmlising, perverse disputings of men of
‘?n;t Hlﬂuﬂ, and destitute of the truth, supposing

1t Lain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 27

-~ 0
A

roO N r:-;

I there come &nJ unto you, and bring not this doc~
Erine {that Jeeus Christ 1s come in the flesh; v. 7),
receive him nob Into your house, neither bid him God
apeed: for he that_hi d“th him God speed is partaker
off his evlil deceds,

Beloved, wien I gave all diligence to write unto you of
the common salvation, 1t was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you that you should earnestly con-
tend for the feith which was once delivered unto the
saints.

Where there i= common accord in the truth, where there

common confession of the same, and a comion practice,

e
4]
©

2liatthew 20320,
25John 8:31,
Eéﬁo:uans 16:17.

271 Timothy 6:3-5.
28171 John 10-11.
295ude 3.
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church, altar and pulpit fellowship immedistely becomes not
only vractical, »o3sible and desirable, but incvitaeble, :
This is the reasen why there have besn such long and exhaus-
tive negotiations between the variocus Lutheran churches in
Australia, fAmerica and Europe. Because of their common con-
fessional bhackground--the Auizsburg Confession o the Book
of Concord, these bodies have earnestly exemined the differ-
ences keeping them apart to seo whether they were real or
fietitious, accidentel or 1ncidental, anc whether or not
they stemmed from 2 fundamentelly different grasp of cer-
tein basic principles. At first negotisticne ir Australia
tetween the United Evanzelical Lutheran Church in Australia
and tke Tvenselicel Lmtheran Church of Australia progressed
feirly repidly, and 2 comprehensive and exhaustive statement
of Theses of Agreement on all the controverted points of
doctrine end teacking was drawn up and officlally endorsed
by both Uhurches at general conventiocn=. When 1t came to
the anelysis of the root cause of the differences over a=-
gainst the unionistic implications of membership in thleu-
theran YWorld Federation, the Lutheran Church New Guinea (pro-
jected) and the World Council of Churches, it became appar-
ent that there wes & fundamentel ly different understanding
of what constituted compromising of the truth, and here the
negotiations seemed to have reached an impasse, &and 1t looks
as though the two Australian Lutheran Churches will have to
go theilr own way again. We, of the Evangelicel Lutheran




&l
Chureh of Austroelis, believe that follouship in the world
Coumonical movements involves us in tho compromise of the
Sruthe of Godts Word, because, though the doctrinea of the
colpbures are freely and carneatly discussed; the Serip-
Lurcs ore not rerrded ns the normans, the f£ingl norm of
truth, (In the casze of the Lubhoran World Foderation, the
Lutheran confussions, thoush constitutionally prescribed,
ére not roourded aos the norma normata, the trus and corract
2ipnsition of bhe Sexiptures.; The bretihren of the Unised
Svangelicel Lutheran Church in Australis belisve that with-
the constitutional frome-work of the Lubtheran HWorld Fed-
oratlion and of the projected Lutheran Church, lew Guinea,
end alss it goams of the World Council of Churches they have
riunity ané the duty Lo confess tho truths »f God's

Vord, end the witrnecss of the Luthersn oonfessions. Though
world ecuncenism 1a an exbternal natter for the two Auastralian
» 1t haes such practicel implicationa -that a
union of the two Synods would be jecpardised, unle as basic
asreement is reached on the atove issues.

The confosslonel Lutheran attitude o the truths of
i ls essentially different from the medom ocumen-
ical spirit. Commencing from the roality of basic spiritual
unity in the one Lord, the cocumenicocl spirit overlooks the

Tfaot thet error and devieation froum revealed truth and un=-

geriptural practlce have broiten this fundamental unity in

tho visible church, and endeavours to smcoth over bLhe deep
gelfs, uwhich have developed, not by correcting ths errors
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and erroncous practices which have perverted the bhrisbien
Gospel, but b, throwing ell, both truth and errar into o
Common melting pot, declering that eince we are one in

Christ, we must menifest this unity. To remsin separate,

.ve of the resson, 18 sin, the ecumenists contend.

irrespect

s“eumenism tries to cut the gordion knot, and thorefore a-
chieves no solution. The only true unity of the visible
Ciurch lies in a complete return to the truth snd precept of
the teristures. Since thls is seemingly impossible, a2 truly

united churci hore below is, likewise, impossible. Thaf,

einw. meny world ecumenists menage to misunderstand this

[
3

=

(v
1

amental objection is apparent Irom such writings as
wee o Dre. ¢, £, Crailg, wis in 1937 was invited to become
& meomber of the Americen Theologicael Committee of the Faith

Order HMovements, and who since that time has been active-

andc

1y cornected with the growth and the work of the World Coun-

cll of Churches:

There are other bodies which do not say so frankly that
they and they dlone are the true chuarch. But actions
gpeak louder than words, When fellowship is deriled,
this indicates that they do not believe that others ere
reelly a pert of the church. I shall use for illustra-
tions ihe Southern Baptists, the Misscurl Synod Luther=-
ans, and the Anglicens . . . « They ere conmitted to
inilexliblie absolutes wg&eh forbid recopgnising other
belies as fully a pert of the true Church,

e e TP —

301 1s incorrect to describe the denominational bocies
ol' Christendom as parts of the true churcia. The true church
is compozed of all trve helievers. They alone are its mem-
bers. 4nd the true church is there where the Worda is pro-
claimed and the Sacraments are esdministered, The local
church is a true visible church only wanen it Uruly preaches
the whole Word of God, eand administers the Sacraments in
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The southern Boptists end the Hissourl Lutherans are
2w most logical rotestant regroasentatives of tho ox-

sive pouslblon which we nre -..onsit nz'.'l.ng. Thoy will
‘1ave no "1';.. to do with church federatl or‘n or any form
of the ecu .-..urnl aovewmonst, for thnt would moan the ad-
Wigsion U zr.!. o-. wr bodles egually belonged Lo t..e Church.
ptists are suro t....t. :ml,; the local assombly
..r.:!. evers has spiritusl warrant. For t".e.-.

: 14. ,.-: tie .at.: onel Council of Churches
i "1;:1:: rversion end even the totel disreszard
of ti car Hew -e.,ta aont ldea »f the chureh." fap=

sts must love thelr Lrethren of cther dor aO"'.LI.JOuJ.OuB,
ub muest net parteke of thelir errors. 0Others moy "ac-
pt the unscr Z,;:i;n“'l tlicory of an or ,anizcd Unlveraal
urell o« o bub bhere will be one band of our Lord!s
winte e.c. u 1.J t.,m. bocoming heroisn t..c sublime

Lutherens laoy the stress ugen cor-
r they are willing to consider
erans may not atill proserve this,
L .1(..0:3 i:a be ralsed gcoout Coblhio=
y Hothodista. They nover did sab-
b acribe o the Augaburg Confeszion. we:.ce, Misssuri

worang connot in g :*:'.ﬁ;ciule join in a service
o], ..i;. i a_.r:'", even & Doy .maut- Jam.orae, much
0 coneglder union with then. Ci.‘ior Luthorans nleo
10 unlty Wl others difficult to concelve, 33 ureads
tae store lald upon co:rectness of doctrino.

Tthor ardent ecumenizta loolk upon thoe Lutheran confes-
slongl positlion ae simply o stumbling blook to the cause:

Ihls body under lis leter namee--thio Lutleran Church
{lMiscourl Synod )-—J..f.s one of the largest and strongest
Lutlieran vodies in Amorice, and has proved & seorious sb-
S 'r:t.lc ts unlon even among Luthoreans. It hoe taken up
a r'_-._ z.l confessiosngl and unco-operative position on
the b .-:: of all the Luthoron symbolic books, and refuer-
¢s -ur mter into any kind of co-operatlion or union with
tho ! a v1ad Gnuncil or any other body, =uch &8s would in
its u ews compromise the revelation of the truth which
it has 'ﬂcro.wed through the Holy Sceriptures in thelr

T T —— 3

segordancs wlth Christ's comnand. AlL truc bellevers oro
rart ofl, in the senco ..1, nmepbers of the una sancta. Whor-
ever Lue Word 1a truly yroclaimed and the SocTaments arce cor-

rectly adminlistered there we con rocognise the true church, |
P u-*i. ;zﬂt in the conominationsl sonse--e part of the true 1|
charche

31craig, op. cibe, pe 27f.
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Lutheran interpretation, so writes Dr. R. Rouse,32

It is posslible, as we have noted, for somebody to be-
lieve in Christ, and yebl because of the weakness of human na-
i""-‘PQ, of blas sor prejudice dus to religious environment, and
Of Inodequate or deficient indoctrin a2tlon, to espouse an er-
Yoneous opiniocn -r practice. Further, since ell Christians
are to prow into the perfect manhood in Christ, then we can
only expect to find doctrinal imperfections as well as moral
rimeas amongst Christians and in Christian congregations.
But acither the fact thet meny Christians are in error, nor
thet there will ever be & Hime when the earthly church is
corpletely free from error, requires that error be tolerated,
On the contrary, bthe Sceriptures categorically condesm all er-
ror enc all errorists, as we have also noted. This baslc
princiyle we dare never lose sight o' In our consideration
of the problem of Christian Fellouwship and Church Fellowship.

Dr. Samuel Johnson's observation: "For my part, Sir, I
think o1l Christians, whether Papists, or Protestantsa, egree
In cszential srticles; and that their differences are tri-
viel; and rather politlical then religlous,"33 may have ex-
pressed a salient characterisation of the many discussions
of ecclesiasticel union during the 17th and 1lUth centuriles,
but is essentially unreallstic and superfliclal, .

In true Lutheran foshion, following the "demnamus" of

32Rouse end NWeill, op. cit., p. 325.

331bid., p. 123.
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gzne vonfesslions, Dr. F. Pleper in his brochure on "Unionisn,"
1ists the churches with whom we cannot have church fellow-
ahip He writes:
In applying this doctrine we will reject union with
2, ©The Unitarisn denominaticns}
b. the Romish church;
G, the Relformed denominations, both such &5 teach
thint God does not deslire the sslvation of all men, as
well as those that maintein that God does not by grace
lone wish Lo save and convert wen., It is a regretie-
ble fact that the latter false doctrine has found a
iome within the Lutheran church;
¢e those who deny the means of grace waich God
s ordained;
€s those wgq deny thet the Bible is the infalli-
ble Word of God.- 4
Dr, rleper devoltes a whole chapter to proving his position
from tie Serlptural and the attitude of the churches con-
cerned. rter he givee a refutation of the meny objections
reisec in the defence of unionism. He shows that under
such circumstances as arise in our dealings with erring
churches, refusing church fellowshup 1s not impatience with
wealk brethren, is nct contrary to Christian love, and is
not an act of arrogance,35 but a confession of the truth
that we have becone the Lord'!s alone by ilis grace through
faith in the promises of His Word. Since His Word is the
foundation of our faith, and the one hope of our eternal
selvation, it must be our sole guide in all matters of faith,

doctrine and life.

34y, Pieper, Unionism--What does the Bible Say about
Church-Union?, trens. Rev, J. A. Rimbach and Frol. E. H.
Frandt (Oregon City Enterprise, pamphlet, 1925), p. 10.

351bid., p. 28f.




CHAFTER VII
TIE FELLOWSHIF OF CHRISTIANS WITH CHRISTIANS

"In the New Testeament sense, the church means the fel-
lowuship of Christ here &nd now--this and nothing else,"
writes Gosta Lindeskog in his consideration of the relation-
shi; between the church and the kingdom of God.t Being of
one body Christlans are members of each other. As members
of each othsr, one in their Lord, they are in spiritual fel-
lowship with each other. This spiritual fellowship partakes
of the nature of their spiritual oneness in Christ. It is
not secn and not always apparent. In essence 1t cannot be
broken just as the unity of tihe invisible church cannot be
broken. DBut just a&s in the visilble church we have offences
ané schisms and divisions, so the earthly fellowship between
heliever=e is often strained and marred and broken.

For Christians to desire fellowship with their fellow-
Christians is most natural. If they do not desire the fel-
lowship of their fellow bellievers, 1t is very dodbttul if
they are truly the Lord's. This fellowship 1s not denomina-
tionel fellowship. It is a spiritual fellowship in the Lard.
It is epparent in the attitude of believers one to another.
It shows ltself in the reletionship of believer to believer.

As the circumstances arise and the occasions require, it

londers Nygren, editor, This is the Church (Philadel-
‘phla: Muhlenberg, c. 1952), p. 146,
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manifests itself in spiritual discussions, in sutual en-
Couragement in the faith, in joint-preyer and meditation on
God's Word. Preyer fellowship is not denominational fellow-
ship either, as ir. Brux contends.? FPrayer fellowship is an
Cxpression of universal Christlan fellowship, the fellowship
Ol those who have accepted Christ's atonoment, and who mani-
fest taeir falth by their walk and their confession.d This
individual fellowship is not a token of perfect or full un-
ity in 8ll matters of fal th and hope.h It is the token of
fundamental Christian faith,s of the one heavenly Father, of
the one Lord, one faith, one baptism. Those who are of the
Lord are one in Him, and spirituvally one with all their fel-
low believers,

'iie fellowship of believers would be certaln and evi-
¢ uere it evident who are the believera. But no human
velng knows just who are the true believers in the Lord.

Whiles each individual knows whether or not the Lord is his

'ﬁdﬁlﬁh L. Brux, Christian Irayer-Fellowship and Union-
ism (Wisconsin: Pamphlet, 1935), p. 1U0. '"The Scriptures
TEph. 2L18, 3: 12) base prayer snd prayer-fellowship on fun-
damental faith in Chrlst as Redeemer, not on agreement in
every perticuler of doctrine, and thereby make preyer-fel-
louship an act of universal Christian fellowship snd a nor-
mal expression of the eaist;ng brotherhood of all Chris-
tians in the universal Church.'

31bid., p. El.
4Ivid,, p. 80,
5Ibid., pp. 686-70.
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Saviour and God,® often he 1s so harassed by tempteations and
trials, and the sinfulness of his own nature, that he is
feorful of nhis own standing before the Lord. If that is the
case with ourselves, how much lcas certain are we of the
feith of the heart of our fellowmen! Vhen and as this faith
manifests itselfl by attitudes, dispositions, confessions and
particularly by manner of life and by loving-kindness, the
believer fesls drawn to such a fellow believer, and, by the
racisus leading of the Holy Spirit becomes aware of such a
basic bond in their common Lord, that fellowship together in
ilim is the result. It is the genuineness of Christian faita,
not necesssrily the questlion of the orthodoxy of the person
concerned, ! which draws believers together., But any appa-
rent disparity or inconsistency of life, confession, or at-
titude to the spirit, teacuings, love and holiness of the
Lord, immediately endé proportionately destroys Christian fel-
lowship. While the profession of error at once makes a per-
son's faith suzpect, and by contrast the confession of the
truth ei'firms and attests a person's faith, individual Chris-
tian fellowship 18 not essentimlly based on confession or
lack of confession, but on the one epirit. For this reason

confesslonal fellowship cannot nullify Christian fellowship,
but having ita roots in the latter, it grows out of Chris-

6ga1atians L:6.
7&'“., Op. E_i;b_-' Pe 89-
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tian fellowsh;p.ﬁ The Christien has no desire, and no inner
urge to fellowshiy wlth a non-Christian, even though he be
from o Christien home, of a Christian community, or (nomi-
nally) in a Christian congregation. On the othor hand, a
Christian does not demend of another that he show his cre-
dentlals of membership in the invieible church before he
fellowships with him. There are many evidences of fnfth
Which soconcr or later become apparent. These attest a per-
Son's Ifailth and attitude to the Lord, What is true over a-
rainst the establishment of individual fellowship is essen-
Tlally true also for the establishment of membership in a
conpre; atlon and synod. No one can postulate membership in
the invisible church before such visible fellowship is ac-
corded. It is true, however, that the fellowship within
the locel congregation and in church communions presupposes

prosumes membership in the una sancta. VWhile individusl

anG g un

fellowship is based on membership with the invisible commun-
ion of saints, the two cennot be equated, Individual fel-
lowship and congresetional and synodicsl fel!owship are

closely releted to membership in the una sancta, and in es-

sence cre dependent on 1%, but they are not the same.

The fellowshlip between Christians ies to a large extent
dependent on locel circumstances, and the exigencies of the
hour, We find the early Christians fellowshipped together
quite neturally. This bond of fellowship was strengthened

8Ibid., p. 83.
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and intensified during times of persecution, It became
strained by the advent of the discrimination between Jews
and Gentiles. It was disrupted by the emergence of schis=
matics, errorists, heretics and false prophets. In the
course of the centuries this Christian fellowship was nor=
mally restricted to thoze of similar faith and conviotion.
From time bo time loecal circumetances brought Christians to-
gether, and the barriers of creed, colour and tongue were
overridden., The same is truo today. HNormelly Christians
fellouship with those of their own falth. This denomina-
tilonul ne;srejation seens to be stronger and more apparent
in the new countries, the United States, Canada, Australia,
South Ailrica, than in Europe or anongst the indigenous
churchies of India and China. Amongst our Lutheran people
there is usually no need for fellowship with non-Lutherans.
But there are so many situations which arise where there ls
need for individual Christian fellowship, which overrides
denominational barriers that an elucidation and clarification
of the fundamental principles involved 1s necessitated.
There arc 5o many situations in life, in which it seems un-
natural for Christians not to fellowship with other Chris=-
tiang, sShat we are forced to look at and restate the deeper
implications of the whole problem of fellowship in the Lord.

Under such circumstences it becomes apperent that confession-

a2l fellowship, which is to be practiced on the basis of mem-
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barahlp in $he universanl church.? Are wo then to conclude
42 do Lheo ecumeniats that the sole critericn for Christian
LCllouwshlp ls porsonal Christlan falth? Tho answer to this
Quastion coan be given correctly and understosd intellizently

only wien we carefully distinguish between Individual and

To Zpnore doetrinel difforences for the sake of Thrilse-
tlan Tollowship iz just az serious an iseue and involves
ovenbnelly just as much 8in against the Word of God as to
Lmarae Loo duby of Claristian fellowship for the sake of con-
feveloncl scpapration. Tho essence of unionism is disregar-
ded Do tho revealed truth,. Tho essence of schism is the

warronbed and uvnjustifled disruption of spliritual unity,.
Mo clarificotion of these conflicting implications lies in

1w tuoi'old relaizntion: Pirstly, individuel fellowship is
bosoed on the nomberahip of all true believers in the ono
holy Christisn Church, whereas church fellowship is bLesed on
o cormon confession and profession of the Christian faith.
deeond, Individual fellowship 1s o mattor each peorson has to
“golde pecording to his own consclence, wnoreas church fel-
loushiy involves ell like-minded Christiana,

Thot thie 18 not smrely ¢ theological disputation but
an ondeavour to clarify the principles which sie involved

in setusl problems of life is evident when we consider tho

91bid., p. 88,

1
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coze of a husband and wife, who find that they both bellieve
in the zame Lord, yeot their dencminational background causes
divergent opinion over verious points of docirine and the
Interpretation of Scripture, Is their merrisge to be dis-

uited beceuse neither can convince the other? If St. Paul

2]

bad the believing partner to continue with the unbelieving
oie, when th= latter wa: pleased to dwell with the former,
now nuch more should not Christisn husband and wife continue
together and find ¢ way of living dep ite tholr denomina-
tional differcncea?t® RPurther, because of these differences
shanuld they decline to inaugurate the family altar or ter=
minate ths same? Should they désist from proy.r end devo=
tional reading upon awaking and rstiring, or do sc with a
peilty consclience? The implicetions are surely unthinkable.

fiow cen a Christian hushand end wife who ere physically one

in the Lord, and spiritually one in the una sancta, decline

to have spiritusl fellowship with each other? IHere 1t is

not the guestion of confessing the truth over agsinst error,
but of & husband and wife acknowledging cacli other as fellow
believers, though their knowledge of Christisn faith is stlll
imporfeci. In other words, herc is the problem of those who
erc onc in the uns sancta and physically one in the Lord,

yet who erc sspereted from each other by the barriers caused
by erring tesczera in the course of the growth of the Chris-

tian Church,

101 Gor. T:12-14.
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Let us coasider whet this could lead to, Neither hustand
or wife are able bto convince each other as to the truth of
the Scriptures on their different beliefs. Nevertholess,
they maintain the Femily Altar. They rear their children in
the Christian feith. When the children grow up, due to cir-
cumsbances, and the lack of clear parental guldance, they
bocome msscciated with denominations other than those to
which their parents belong. But the whole family remains a
dovout Christian family. Should not the Family Altsr be re-
sumed when the whole femily comes together? The anawer 1s
an cbvisus "Yes!" Bub what about commnion? It is horrify-
ing to a confessional Lutheran to think, for example, of &
Lutheran father, a Methodist mother, a Baptist daughter, and
a Church of ©England son communing together. We are aware of
the deepn confeasional differences separating those churches.
Yot thie family has grown up together. They have become
tolerant of or indifferent to each othert's religious affil-
ilations. Thoy could be ignorant of the doctrinal differ-
ences, especially those concernlng the Sacrament of the Al-
tar, which brought into being thelr different churches.
When in the simplicity of falth, they ss a family attend the
celebrration of the Sacrament and participate, can we deny
them a benelicial cormmnion? Surely, the answer lies in the
extent to which the persons concerned are aware how incom=
patible are the conflicting teachings of their respective

churches on the Sacrament. WWhere they are not aware of the
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inherent contradictions between the Lutheran and Reformed
teachings on the Sacrament of the Altar, we could not charge
them with sin, but they will receive the blessings of the
Sacrament only as they believe the words of institution.

But as they become aware of the conflicting teachings of

| i

thelr respective churches as to the sacramental presence of
the body end blood of Christ for the forgivenesz of sins,
they cennot commune without becoming guilty of indifference
to the declerations of the Lord in the wards of institution.
Their deepsst fellowship in the Lord has now ceased, and this
is going to heve its reperoussions in their devotional fel-
lowship.

While initially the family could and did practice a
God-pleasing prayer and devotional fellowship, if now some
members of the family persist inr efusing to believe the
words of institution in the Sacrament of the Altar, this,
like eny other matter on which the Word of God has spoken,
will become a cause of division, When it becomes apparent
that some members of the family aro herdening themselves a=
gainst the clear Word of God, even prayer and devotional
fellowship with such eventually becomss impossible for those
who fear the Lord and believe His Word.

From the atove we must therefore conclude, that while
Christian Fellowship, &s practiced in a home by way of fam-
ily devotions and praysr, is not dependent of the correct

understanding of all Christian truth, it cannot continue
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where there i1s indifference or opposition to the Word of the
Lord. Christian Fellowship amongst individuals presupposes
true rfaith in the Lord Jesus, not complete doctrinal agree-
ment. But since a Spirit-wrought willingness to submit to
the Word of the Lord is & fruit of true faith, persistent
adherence to that which is contrery to the Word of the Lord,
that is, to erroneous teachings and practices, cmnot but
hinder &nd eventually destroy fellowship in the Lord on the
individuel level as well as on the church end confessional
level.

The problem, however, is not confined to the family re-
lationship, Nor is it an isolated or extreme case. A sim-
ilar situation crilses when Christian soldiers find them-
selves thrown together in a military camp, when a team on
expedition zets to know each other ;ntimntely under condi-
Gions of prolonged isolation, when Christien families by the
necessity of following thelr trade or earning a livelihood
go into sparsely populated areas where there 1s no church.
In a way the same problem arises when Christians find them-
selves in the company of fellow Christians on a longer vac:-
tion. The implications of Christlian fellowship are very
far-reaching, even to involvling the celebration of communion
in cases of emergency, or when soldiers, for example, face
battle and death. Though some circumstences rightly qoﬁn
within the sphere of exceptional cases, the general princi-
ples of God!s liord are clear enough for cvery earnest sseker

after the truth to lmow when he is to practise Christian
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Fellowship and when he is to refrain for conscience sake,

further, in the course of the general ministry we have
come up against problems of the following nature., We have
met. and earnestly spoken to folk in hospital, and in con-
scquence have been invited to their homes, We have then
found tliem to be exemplary Christians of fine calibre, but
pernaps of Bapllast or some other fundamentalist persuasion.
They obviously yearn for spiritual fellowship, especially
when they 1live in the isolation of some ruresl areas., The
position we have come to is that with such people Christian
fellowship in Blble study end prayer is not only desirable,
but & duty and s responsibility of Christian love. Commun-
ion and church fellowship, however, is dependent on full
agrecanent concerning the confessional differences which dis-
tinguish our Lutheran position from that of their particu-
ler denomination. Their willingness to grow in Christian
knowledge proportionately affects our Christian fellowship
together,

Dr. Brux has attempted to clerify the uncderlying prin-
ciples involved when in his exemination of "Christian Prayar-
Fellowship and Unioniem," he writes:

1. From II Thessaloniane 3:6-15 it is clear that the

passaze actually declares that religious fellowship with

the persons in _question (a brother who walks disorder-
ly) should be meintained and continued (admonish him as

e brother). This will hold, by analogy also for such

cases of doctrinal error where the fundamentals of
Christian faitn ere not overthrown.:il

1llibid., p. 31.
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i‘fere we chould noto, however, that on the contrary the
admonlition of St. Peul in verse 6: " . « . that ye withdraw
yourgelves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and
not after the tred’tion which he rocelved of us" 1s olearly
an injuncbion bo cease spirituesl and religious followahiy
with such en erring brother to make nim reanlise that he is

walkling disorderly and not efter the tradition received from

us. Halt when wve thus withdrew fros: iiim our attitude to hin

is Lo remoin that of a brother, and not become thet of an

<o Frayer-fellowshiy with Christions of other denomi-
naticons lmplies and involvos only & recognition of a
corion Chrlstlienity on the basis of thoe same founde-
tion, Clrist (I Cor. 3:11-15), and does not in ltself
imzly or involve eny acceptance of, or conntvafpe at,
¢ Indifference in regard to, doctrinal error.-=

Je Unlversal Carilstisn fellouship is possible wherover
Chrliatians are to be found; confessional or denomina-
vional fellowship, on the contrary, ia possible only
where all agroc to the samg statements of doctrine.

We con, accordinglys hove universal Christian fellow=
ship with any person, irrespective of denomination, who
accepts Christ as his Javiour and gives evidence of the
rcality of his faith by a Christian conduct, or does
not by kis conduot belie his profession of faith; but
we cen have church (denominational) fellowship with
thiogse individuals or church bodies only that subscribe ‘
to ocur_lutheran Confessional wrlitings and ect accord=-

inglye. 15 “

ite 'The csaence of pulpit fellowship 1s mutual exchange
of ;ulpits. And tihis mutual exchange of julplits rests ‘
on & confessionel vasie, be 1t that of strict confes-
sionalism (8s 8.5, in the Synodienl Confeience), or
that of doctrinal indifferonce (&8s ia freguently the |
case in somc Reformed denominations}. Frulplt fellcw- ]

121p1d., pe 1. |
131bid., p. B1. |
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8hip is intimately linked up with the confessional
positlon held by the denomination. The pulpit being
the public platform of the denomination for proeclaim-
Ing its conlfessional position, fellowship in the pul-
pit lmplies and involves fellowship in the public
platform of the denomination, Le tihat platform one of
atrict confessionalism, or one of doectrinal indiffer-
ence. Frulpit-fellowship is, therefore, confessional
fellowship.

Altsr-fellowship too, must ba deflined as confessional
fellowship. Altar-fellowshlp with the Roman Catholiec
Church means acceptance of the doctrine of transsub-
stantintion; with the Lutheran Church, bé ief in the
real =resence of the body and blood of Christ; with the
Reformed Church, generally, rejectlion of the doctrine
of the real presence, and belief ocnly in the spiritual
varticipation in thne body and blood of Chriat through
faith, if there be any participation at all; with
others, total indifference with respect to the doctrine
of tne Lord's Supper. Altar-fellowsuip is thus siuply
rartc and parcel oif' confessional fellowship with respect
te the doctrine of the Lord's Supper. Further more,
altar-fellowship, like pulpit fellowship, is mutual.

It implles e.;;s the admittance of Reformed Christiens
to communion 1n ocur churches and admittance of Luth-
erens to communion in theirs . . .« .

Nelither prayer nor prayer-fellowship are acts of con-
fessionalisn, but merely acts of communion with God
baged on fundamental faith in Christ, and as such free
from the implicatlions of confessional fellowship in
those doctrines wherein Christians of other denomina-
tions differ from us. FIrayer~-fellowshlip differs,
therefore both from pulpit fellowship and from altar-
felloushiy in this that the latter are intimately
linked up with confessional fellowship, while prayer-
fellouwsnip ie not. Clrcumstances may, indeed, arise
which will carry confessional implications into an act
of prayer-followship, and thus render it an act of con-
fessional fellowship, but normally such circumstances
ere- fﬁt constant concomitants of prayer-fellowship .

5: In the Augsburg Confession (Art. VII par. 2; Tri-
zlot p. 47) it is stated, on the basls of Eph. 4:5-6:
"And to the true unity of the church it is enough to
agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the ad-

lthiG;, pon. (2-83.
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ministration of the Sacraments." And the Apology (FPer.
2C, Triglot p. 232-233) unambiguously defines "the pure
doctrine of the Gospel and the Sacraments" as "the
ifoundation" referred to by Paul in 1 Cor. 3:11 ("Other
foundstion can no man ley than that laid, which is
Jesus Christ"), iZ.e., as "the true knowledze of Christ
end faith,” snd expressly takes doctrinal errors which
do 2ot overtilrow the foundation Into account as mat-
ters that "are both forgiven them and also corrected,"
hence as matters which do not destroy the regquisite
fundanental unity of the church spoken of in the Augs-

burg Confession,

Uherever, then, this essential unity exists, religious
Tfellouship will alsoc be possible, and such universal
Uwistlan fellowship will not be nullified or oxcluded
by confesslional fellowehip. For while confesslional
fellowship is based on unity ol confession in particu-
lers of doctrine . and represents the highest and best
r elizious fellowshly attainable by- the members of a
confeasional group, it still has its roots sunk in the
:cenblal unity of the churcn universel end is, witain
that unity, a legitimete development toward greater
mabority and purity. It cannot, therefore, vold and
null!ify universal Christian fellowshlp, but, having 1ts
route in the latter, must continuc bhe latter along
with the former, unless through circumstances (time,
placey, occasion, ¢tc.,) & violation of confesasional
conscience should be definitely and necesssrlly in-
vslved. Qur Confessional Writings do, indeed, take a
definite stand ageinst church- (l.e. confessional or
denominegtional) fellowship with those who differ from
us in doetrine, particul: rly when the contrary doc-
trine mey be described as "tecaching of demons and of
Antichrist® (Smelceld Art., Par. 42; Triglot, p. 517);
but they do not place a ban on unlversal Choristisn
fellowsnip; they rather recognise it in recognising the
Christlans oubtside of the Lutheran Church as mombers of
the church, and in reqguiring for unity in the church
(vhilch certainly includes Christian fellowship result-
ing from such unity) no more than agreement in funda-
mental Taith in the bvasis of Eph. i}:5-6. "For never,
writes Dr, Welthor (Lehre u, Where, 1068, p. 66) "has
the church attalned a higher degree of unity in doc=
trine than e unity in fundamentals, end only a fanati-
cal chilierst would hope bthat the church would ever
reach a higher degree." ''his same position, we saw, is
on the same basis (Eph. 4:6) teksn alsc in our Synodi-
cal Catechism with respect to prayer-fellowship: "Be=-
cause all believers are in Christ the children of one
Father, and should, therefore, pray for and with each
other.” All which is in keeping with the practice of
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ghe u?gstolic Church, I Cor. 3:10-15; Eph. 2:18-22;
112,

Individusl Christien fellowshlp, such as 1s involved
in prayer, Bible study and dlscuszsicn, the family altar and
most devotional exercises, is basle:d 1y different from church
fellowshlp, the interchange of pulpits, intercommunion, and
confesslonal fellowship, bocsuse the latter involves the

ctatus confescsionis, whereas the former usually does and

need not. Should the status conifecsasionls become involved in

‘ndividuzal Christian fellowshlp, as in the family communion
problen cited sarllier, 1t would loglecally and inevitably
necessitale a cessation of fellouship at that level. wWher--
sver Ghe necd for confessing the truths of God's Word or

the ripht practlice in compliance with the samo arilses,
Christisn fellowship cannol continue until the baslic unity

of falth by way of submission to the Word of fod, 1s demon-

Zy iba very constitution, hcousver, & visible, local

chwrel is elways in statu confessionis. DBalievers aave

grou;ed themselv:s bogether because of thelr comnon falth
ané convicblon. In some gros.s this confessional assccla-
tion i2 lozt sight of almoat comuletely. In other groups
it constitutes the very essence of that denomination. To
jeopardise a confessional position by sascelation wWith or

toleration of a contradictory position is an evident compro-

15416, p. 88, |
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mise, eve: insincerity. !
The scriptural exhortation not to fellowship with er-~
ror, in addition to being the guiding principle which rmst

direcct every Christlen in statu confessionis, is the only

poesible position that can be adopted by those who desire to
remaln faithful to God's revealed tiord: If we give to an
erring Christian, who despite the fact that he has become
evare of his error, or who has been shown that his particu-
lar position in a certain mebtter of importance is not the
ceriptural position, the hand of church--(that is, altar

and pulplt) fellowship we thereby confirm him in the con-

position mizht be just as scriptural as oura. This attitude
whiclhh 1s =o subtle as to be almost unrecognisable at first,
i8 neverthneless so potent, and so fraught with spiritual
danger, thet it must be labelled and designated for what it
1s. 1Initielly, the coandoning of error by fellowship may
seen to be an act of Christlian charity, but in reality it
can ve laying the foundation for that which will destroy the
very essence of the Christian faith. This is just what the
ecumenical movement so often leads to spirituelly, though
there ere some things in which all churches could unite with
great benefit, for example, social relief, witness against
nationel evils, moral leadership in the ominous times in
which we are living.

Ur. H. P, Homann in his contention that unlonism, the




—_— - = e

105
Compromising of the truth, 1f unchecked ends up in rank hea-

thenism, denonstrates hew this acutally hepsenz, when in a

Synodical doctrinal peper he wrote:

In the year 1955, there was held a so-celled "Pestivel
ol #aith." There was & service neld to comremorate the
L_* birthday of the United Nations, and arranged by
the Sa n Franclsco Council of Churches under the lesader=
ship of vreminent men in the W.C.C and L.W.,FF. A Jewish

rabbi spoke the Invitation of Worship. The lection,
read cntiphenally by the liturglist and the assembly,
conalsted of statements taken from the holy writings of
Conilucioniam, Hindulsm, Buddhism, the New Testament,
che ‘mr'm, and the 0ld Testament as the holy book of
vihe Jews.  Tids waz followed by silent prayers, the text
for cacx rclidion 1ein3;;r1nted on the programme, A
.-:-_L eascr of one of the lecading Lutheran seminaries in
the U.S.,A. Took pert prominently. There you have the
losdesl end of unlonism and the unionistic thinking.
The cxeclusive cleim of Christianity to heve the one and
vy ravelaticn of the One and Holy God is given up.
atianity and heathenism Join nands. e are left
1th no name of God at ell, We foree God into obscur-
1%y and hiddemmess, Unionists, of course, do noct all
cnd wp here, but it ia only by tho grace of God that
tley do not. Their principles do end here. Confes-
slon of Cod's name 18 always tobal, never partial, el=-
Woys & hundred per cent, never less, Fallure to con=-
Tess whet you sce to be Lhe truth of God at any point
means in principle, that you will fail to confeas all
along tihw line. Godts name 18 not in one place holy
and untouchable, and in another something et our dis-
pwosal, for us to do with &s we please. Where a Chries=-
tian sees the truth to Le involved, there his sense of
cus and reverence for God'a holiness cz:leu Alernl Here

is holy ground! Off with your shoesil

-
"
J

~
cr Fd; .-’('

The coniession of the truth i8 a service of love which
Christians both individually and as & church owe to one ano-

ther as they do their part in the building of the kingdom of J

16pr, 1, P. Hamann, "l!alloued Be Thy Name," Doctrinal

Pager 1758 Synodlcal Repor S. A. Distriect (Haracoorte:?
Hansen Frinting House, p B shed by the hvangslical Lutheran

Church of Australia, S. A. Distriot, Inc., 1958), p. 28,
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ghe Lord. ihether or not the confessional churci: can o to
ghe extrewe &nd err in this respect immediately becomes a
joaded issucec. It i1s the lssue with which confeasional Luth-
eran leaaders arc grappling throughout the world. This is
perbaps the crux of the issues dividing or keepling epart the
two Lutheran Caurches in Australie. Both agree as to what
constitutes sinful unionism--glving to error the same standing
as truth. ub they sre not agreed as to what circumstances
involved unionism,

I 12 possible to offend Christiens by remaining sep-
orate from  them on the confessional level, when no cls ar

peinted, This sort of offence has

-

doctrinal issne can be pin
| been iven to many Lutherans of both churches, The two Lu=-
theran Churches in Australia have agreed officlally as to tie

Sum total of publice doctrina on the basis of the Scriptures

end the Confessions. If the two Lutheran Churches are agreed
8¢ te what is to be teught end believed, and if what is
taught end believed generdlly by the two Lutheran Churches is
in eccordance with the Scriptures and the Confessions, why
should thwey not unite in altar and pulpit fellowship? If
that were the de facto position of the two Lutheran Churches
in Australia, continued separation would be schismatic and a
cause of offence, But while the United Evangelicel Lutheran
Church of Australie bcolieves that it is their duty upon occa-
sion to confess the truth within non-Lutheran, non-confes-

sional, even under certain circumstances within non-biblical

associations, but particularly within such orgenisations as
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the Lutheran World Foderation, which according to its consti-
tution is pledged to uphold the Scriptures and the Confes-
sions, and also, if noced be, within the World Council of
Churches, which aclmowledges Christ as Lord and Saviour, the
Evangelical Lutheren Church of Austrelia argues that offi-
cielly as a church to enter into the association of sey the
Lutheren World Federation, and débate, discuss, and bear wit-
nese to the btruth under circumstances in which there is no
genuine desire to receive the truths of God!s Word and to ac-
Imovledze the witness of the Confessions, 1s putting the
church in a position of compromlse as to the truth, The Lu-
theran lorld Federation knows the position of the Scoriptures
and the Confessions. Indeed it has pledged itself to that
posltion in its constitution. But many of its member church-
es have no intention of adhering to the principle, for their
oun church status is often a denial of the same, partiocularly
in the matter of intercommunion with the Reformed Churches,
vwho deny the real presence. Can any confessional Lutheran
Church then say that for conscience sake 1t should enter the
Lutheran VWorld Federation, when from the outset it Imowa that
1ts confessional witness will be accepted only as a contribu-
tion, not 23 that whicih is the revealed “ruth? Because 80
many Luthersns, especially the members of the U, E. L. C. As
do not understand how serious are the implications of the
above, they feel offended at the continued division of the

Lutheran Churcihh in Australia.
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There are many circumstances when faith is strengthened
by fellowship. Individusl Christians can be greatly cheered,
comforted and helped in most of the difficulties of life by
the encouragement of their fellow believers, by the comfort
and puidance of God's Word and by the help of prayer. This
is where the common hymn heritage of the Christian Church
haes been of such inestimable blessing., It is possible to
thinl: of situations in which a heterodox church body could
recelve a grest blessing from the fellowship of a church,
which i1s pure in its declaration of the truth, strong in
faith, and mizhty in love, on the condition, however, that
the wealey churech is fully in eornest to know, to heed and
to be puided by the truths of God's Word. Under these con-
d¢itlons both the individual Christiens end the confessional
chureh should carnestly seek to extend the hand of true fel-
lowship in the Lord and Hig Word. But while it is a clear
Christian duty to extend the hand of Christian fellowship
o those wlio are in the Lord, except when to do 2o would
compromice the truth, and while this will bring wonderful
blessings from the Lord, declining to extend the hand of al-
ter and pulpit fellowshiyp to those whe in certain matters
of doctrine or practice are in error, is also His will, and
is the most effective, often the only adegquate answer to or-
ror. To remain separete from fellow Christians, whom Wwe ac=
Imowledge a8 such, end with whom it would be of mutual ad-

vantage t- associate and work, becm:se We are not in confes-

sional agreement, is the most convincing attestation that
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God's truth means more than earthly advantage. When we are
convinced that any weakening of the revealed truth means a
concession to error, and that error 1s spirlitusl poison, it
becomes our bLounden duty to dissociate from fellowship with
Christians, who do not, will not, or refuse to accede to,

proclaim, or put into practice the whole truth of Godts

Yord.




CHAPTER VIII

CHURCH FELLOWSHIF IN ACCORDAINCE
WITH THE SCRIPTURES

"Did Christ cstablish the church, or not?" asks Anders
Nygren, and answers:

Thet question hes generally been answerasd about as fol-
lows. During his life time Jesus gathered a group of
disciple around nimself, but there wasas yet no kind
of organisation. Then if one moves on & bit into hils=-
tory one meets an organisation which girdles the globe.
It bears the name of Christ and announces itself as

his church. Within that organisation one finds a rich
ﬁlversity of offices, as well as sacraments, a Chris-
tlan cultus and so on. The question presents itself,
Gdid Jesus actually found that organisation? Did He ac=-
Gually envision anything of the kind? Is it not rather
the product of’ a develojment whose result was not at
all what Jesus wouzld have aprroved? Is it not, in any
case an anachronism to speak of the Church as institu=
ted by Christ?

The ultimate decisive answer to the guestion whether
the church is properly viewed as instituted by Christ
iz found in the concept of the church as the body of
Christ., The truth can be most simply e xpressed by say-
ing thet in the fact that Christ exliats, the church ex-
ists as his body. The danger is always present that we
think of Christ as wholly separate from human life,
But Christ 1s what He is precisely because of the fact
thet e entered into human life. When the Gospel of
John says "the Word became flesh," it means to say, not
that becoming flesh limited hls fitness as Christ, but
rather that such fitness was conditioned thereon. Had
he not become man he would not have been the Christ.
In like manner, the situation 1is the seme as to the
church. Christ is not Christ by Himself, but He 1s
Christ as the head of His Lody, which is the church.l

To what extent the institutional, organisational, and

lAnders ygren, editor, This is the Church (Philadel-

phia: Muhlenberg, c. 1952), p. L.
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denominational development of the church has been in accor-
dance with the Lord's will and has been prompted by the Spir-
it of God will only be clearly known at the finel Judgment.
But there are some things of which we can be sure, The om-
alscient Lord certainly knew and knows the external forms
the visible church would take, also the divisions which
Would rend it. whatever form the church has taken down
through the centuries, the Holy Spirit through the Word and
the Eacraments hos been gathoring the elect of God into the

una sancta, and making them heirs of the kingdom of heaven.

No matter what difficultles, hindrances, and obstacles Satan,
thiz world and our humen weaknesses and perversions have
raised, and no matter how difficult it is for us to harmo-
nise the ideal with the real, the task of building the
church 1s the Lord's work, end is being carried out as the
Seriptures have both promised and affirmed: "Upon this rock
(the confession of Peter) I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shell not prevail against 1t;"2 and again: "Ye
are no more strangers and forelgners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; and are bullt
upon the foundation of the apostles and propheta, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone . . « "3

Many have been offended at the divided state of Chris-
tendom as Dr. Minear pointed out at the Faith and Order Con-

2Hatithew 16:18.

3phesians 2:19-20.
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Terence held at Oterlin, Ohio, U. S. A. in September, 1957:
In every city today the Christian community is obvious-
1y end obstreperously divided within 1tself. There is
no fully mutual recognition of the churches as truly
churches, as of all ministries as truly ministry, of
all socraments as truly sacraments. The conflict is as
destructive on the locel as on the universal scene . .
- « In any case, local congregations are as deeply in-
volved in this scandal as are the world confessional
bodles. And to ignore this scandal is to deny the
pdeadship of tine one Lord. For example, if every cele-
bration of the Lord's Supper is viewed as a token of
Liie szcandal of Christian division, should not every
church celebration attend to Christ!s judgment on the
scandal? To be sure, we annually join in the %Yorld
Communion Sunday, but is that enough? Unless:every
Bucharlist lncludes the world 1t is not truly Christ's
table,.+
But the zeal of the ecumenists for the reunion of Christen-
dom becomes & zeal without knowledge when the Seriptures as
the foundation on which Christ is building His Church are
isnored. liot a few ecumenista would effect the reunion of
Christendom under the flap of loyalty to Christ. Indeed,
loyalty to Christ is the sum and essence of the Christian
faith, and true loyelty %o Him unites all Christians in that
one cocmmunion of saints. True loyalty to Christ could well
be the basis of Church Fellowship, for Christ is indeed the
sum total of God's revelation to man, the fulness of all
things, the One by whom and for whom all thinzs have been
made, the (ne who has redeemed us to God by His bloods But

loyalty to Christ is essentially loyalty to His Word, for it
is through His Word thet He has made Himself lmown to mane. |

Upp, H. Hamenn, "The Nature of the Unity We Seog’“ The
»

Australisn Theologlcal Review, XXX (Merch-June, 195
Pe )
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As tle esszence of the Son's relationship to His Father con=-
sisted in this thet He obeyed His Fathert's will completely
even to death, and always did those things which pleased
Him, so He tells us: "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in ny lovej even a= I have kept my Fsther'!s cormand=
ments and abide in His 1ove,"5 and "I ye love Me, keep my
commandmenta."® To protest loyalty to Christ and to diso-
bey Hiz Word is a contradiction, but "if ye continue in My
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed."7

Thet we are now living in a world, in which Christendom
1z plagued by every conceivable schism and heresy is evident
o all. Simply end categorically %o deny the hand of indi-
vidual or church fellowship to everyone who dces not egree
with us in every point of dootrine, while it makes the is-
sue cles=r cui, and pute one in a position beyond all possi-
bility of compromisc ney result in oversimplification of the
whole problem of Christian and church fellowship as we have
shown., I every Christian, both theologian and layman, had
been bLrought up in the orthodox Christian faith, and then
departed from it, the eappraisal of their position would be
easier. EBut as we have alsc shown, the majority of erring
Christians are not even aware in thelr hearts and conscien-

ces that they are in error. Because of their environment

5John 15310,
6John 1L:15.
TJohn 8231,
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and training many are quite certain they are right that their
rosition is the truth, that they are in God!'s kingdom and
that they are faithful bullders of it. God will be the
Judge, and the Last Day will declare their works. Bub many
of their teachings and practices are even now condemmed by
the Word of Truth., Hence it ia not presumption, but the
warning of true Christian concern to point out that many
churcnes are perverting the truth, that some are hindering
the growth of CGod's kingdom, and that others like the Phar-
isees end Saduccees do not want to enter in themselves and
keep others from entering also. But what' is the basis on
which sucn an important, vital issue can be clearly and un-
equivocably decided? We cannot do more nor less than with
Luther go back to God's Word.

The truths of CGod!'s Word are clear, and the witness of
orthodox Christianity through the centuries from the time
of the apostles on, 1s a consistent witness for those who
have ears to hear, who are of the truth, and who are pre-
pared to accept the truth when 1t becomes evident. That we
can by the grace and enlightenment of God!s Holy Spirit know
the truth of His Word 1s axlomatlie theologlcally. It is
just as axiomatic as, for exsmple, 1ls the acceptance by scl-
ence and engineering of the principle that the rational hu-
man being can gavnge the stral ghtness of a line or surface.
As the evidence of our senses under test conditions imme-
diately declare whether an edge or surface is straight or

not, and we accept this evidence else the whole realm of
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applled scicnce is thrown into confusion end chaos, so in
the rcalm of theology the Christian theologlan must accept
the stroisht edge of God's Word as the criterion of the
truth. But just as the engineer or craftsmen does not im-
mediately discerd a plece of material, because it is not
Straight but procceds to work on it, so theologlcally and
Spirituelly we cannot immediately dissociate ourselves, ei-
ther individually or as a church, from those who are in er-
ror or wio are gullty of wrong practice. Dr, C. F, W. Wal-
ther uncerstood this quite clearly when almost a hundred

Jears ago he pointed out:

e are for from desiring to discontinue fraternal fel-
lowship wilh an individual person, or church-fellowship
With & church-body, if these are not dogmatically cor=-
rect In their Christian knowledge. By no means do we
recerd such correctness as a condition of such fellow-
ghip., If we would do that, we would have to contend
epainst ourselves, for while we note such faults, for
example, errors in others, they again nmay note such in
the one or the other among us. No, as soon as there re-
veals itsclf in an individual person or in a church=bo=
dy the rcadiness of mind to submit unconditionally to
the entire Word of God and to hold nothing thet mili-
tates against the foundation of the Chriatian falth-=be
it the real foundation (Cirist), or the dogmatic founda-
tion (doctrine of justification through faith), or the
orgenic foundation (the Scriptures)--we gladly extend

to every such person the hand cf fraternal fellowship,
and ere also cordielly willing and ready to have churcah-
fellowship with such a church=-body. This, however, is
our attitude and practice; not because we regard any
doctrine clearly revealed in the HWord of God as an opén
question, which we are free to affirm or deny, to decide
thys or thus, but because we know that there are errors
of weakness, and that a Christian may carry about in his
nind even a fundamental error, without overthrowing the
foundation in his heart, let alone that a person erring
with respect to a non-fundamental point would necessaer-
ily re ject the foundation of faith. Nevertheless, we
regard it as our duty to reprehend, refute, oppose,
fight, and censure as error whatever becomes manifest
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as such in those who desire to be our brethren, whe-

ther the error concern a fundamental or a non-funda-

mental doctrine of the Word of God.

The basis, therefore, for the bullding of Christ's
kinzdom and for ell fellowship in Christ, whether on the in-
dividual or on the church level is the Word of God.

Zut what does loyslty to the VWord of God imply? Froba-
L1y the majorlty of denominations would be offended, if
they werc confronted with the charge of disloyalty to the
Word of God. That is what we are loyal to, they protest,
and immediately they proceed to try and .rove their claim.
The reailtant theologicsl conflict becomes such an exezeti-
cel skirmish, that as Bishop Berkeley realised over against
philozophical truth--it 1s almost impossible to find the
truth because of the cloud of dust ralsed by conflicting
speculations. Most students of doctrine soon discover that
the astute exe .etes cen "prove" practicdl 1y anything from
the Sceriptures, There ere few denominations and sectarian
‘roups which cannot defend their position from the Serip-
tures--at least that is their conviction. No wonder the lay
person, who ie caught in this theological whirlpool, de=-
gpairs of finding the truth. But right here we have the
reason for the fact that almost from the inception of the
llew Testament church, clear expression was immediately given

to the faith. Fhilip answered the gquery of the Ethiopian

8pdolph A, Brux, Christian Prayer-Fellowship and Union-
ism (Wisconsin: Fmphlst, 19350, p. 90s
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eunuch unequivocably: "If thou bellevest with all they heart,
thou maycst "? To the question of the Jailor at rhilippi:
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" Peul answers cabegori-
celly: "Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house."10 What this faith meant for Chris-
tendom Feul together with the other apostles made very clear
in the epistles of the New Testament, which were not only
given by divine inspiration, but have also been Ymiraculous-
1y" preserveé to us by divine design.

With the growth of the church it became necessary for
the candidates for baptism clearly to state the Christian
feith into which they were being baptised, and so arose the
Apostles! Creed, which though anonymous, has ever since been
reco nised as a true confession of the epostolic Christian
faith. Then as errorists became more insistent and began
not only to query the Christian faith, but to overthrow it,
We Tfind thet more expliclt creeds were formulated, chief of
which were tne Hicene and the Athanesian creeds. What makes
these creeds hinding for all who would be true Christians?
The evident fact that they clearly set forth the central

truths of the Scriptures concerning salvatlion, even as the J
Athanasian Creed concludes: "This is the catholic faith;

which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot

be saved,"

9Acts 8:37.
10scts 16:30-31. ;
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A s3imilar situation erose when Luther in his 95 Theses
protested azainst the perversion of the Christian faith by
the aple of indulgences. To halt the spread of the resul-
tant controversy Luther was sumuoned by Emporer Charles V
to Woras (1521) and called upon to recant. Luther replied:
Unless I be overcome and convinced by proofs of the
fdoly Scriptures or by menifestly cle ar grounds and
reasons--for I believe neither the Pope nor the coun~
clils elone, because it is an open and known fact that
ther uave often erred and opposed each other,--and
am: convinced by those passages adduced and introduced
bu me and nry canscience is bound in God!'s Word, I can
or will recant nothing, since 1t is neither safe nor
advisable to do aught ageinst conscience. God help mel
AMET1s
Finally, tc settle the diépute whi h was rending the whole
of Christendom, the Emperor in 1530 invited the evangelical
princes of Germany to the Diet at Augsburg. There the Augs-
burg Confession, ns preopared by Melanchthon, with the full
endorsement of Luther, wes presented. The reply of the Ro-
meniste, in which they so patently twilsted the Scriptures,
evoked the Apology or Defence of the Augsburg Confesslon.
These confessicas did not take the place of God's word, but
were submlitted Ly the Lutheran confessors aa the true expo-
sition of God's Word. After Luther's death the peace of the
church was threatened by the Adiaphoritistic, the iMajoristic,
the Synergistic, the Flaclan, the Osiandrian, the Antinc-
mien, and the Crypto-Calvin controversies. To define the
true doctrine in these controverted matters, as well as over
against the anabaptists and the antitrinitarians, end the

meny errorists, Jacob Andreae and iHartin Chemnitz prepared
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the Formmla of Concsrd, which sets forth the one true Chris-
tien falth with e theological clarity and the correctness
unsqualled in the hosbtory of dogma, Confessional Lutherans
first began subscribing to the Formula of Concord in 1577.
Thus the Augsburg Confession, The Apology of the Augsburg
Confession, the Smelclad Articles, The Smell and The Large
Catechism of TLuther, and The Formula of Concord with its
Thoroush Decleraticn became the symbols of Lutheran convic-
tion., TLet all who will, J;-ead them and test them against the
Seriptures ond examine them for themselves whether or not
they arc the truths of God's VWord, set forth in answer to
the questions of the time. Though, because of their his-
toricel backpround, like every other confession of faith,
they are not sn exhaustive declaration concerning every
truth set forth in the Scriptures, yet so convinced and cer-
tain ere we thet they are indeed the true exposition of those
fundamentel doctrines of the Christisn faith, with which they
deal, that we, bthe ordained clergy of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church heve uound ourselves in conscience not to preach
or teach anything contrary to these Lutheran Confeasiona.
These confessional Writings, have been and are, the offi-
cial expression of the beliefs of the Lutheran Church. The
designation "Lutheran" here is not meant to be denomination-
al, but being the name given by the Romanists to those who
made that confession of faith, the term "Lutheran" has be=
come & term of identification for this particular form in
which the apostolic truth, upon which Christ the La*d 1s
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bullding His Church, is set forth,

These same confessions go on to declare the 3criptural
truth thet "to the true unity of the Church it 1s enough to
agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the admine-
istration of the Sacraments," Augsburg Confession, Article
VII, paragraph 2. The Apology, Article VII, paragraph 20
makes it quite clear that "the pure doctrine of the Gospel
ancd the Sacraments" are "the foundation" referred to by
Feul in I Corinthians 3:11: "Other foundation can no man lay
than thet is laid, which is Jesus Christ."ll That the con-
fessors had in mind by "it is enough" the many ceremonies
&nd ecclesimsticel treditions of the Roman Church is clear
from the rest of Article VII of the Augsburg Confeasion:

« » o« "lNor is it necessary that humen traditions, thet 1is,
rites and ceremonies, instituted by men, should be every-
where alike. As Paul seys: One faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of #ll etc., Ephesiana :5-6." These matters were
adiaphora providing they did not contradict the clear Word
of God,

For the true unity of the church today, it must simi-
lerly be held, that it is sufficient that there be agree=-
ment concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the Sacra=
ments; . ilow _the trovlemimrisesiwith the: intorsynaodicalrne-
gotietlons between the two Lutheran Churches in Australia.

g
. TTriglot Uoncourdia (Bt. Donis: Ssaccedis Fublishing
House, 1921}, ppe. 47, 233
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Agreement in the Gospel and the Sacraments has been attained
and confirmed. Is not this then sufficient for church feol-
lowehip? It wounld be, were it not for the fact that church
fellowsuhip, distinet from individual fel .owship, 1s confes-
sional fellowship. When 1t becomes apparent that certain
external rolationshipa affect the clarity and consistency of
our conf'essional fellowshiy, as we are convinced that mem-
bership in the various ecumenical movements does, for, as
We noted before, the ecumenical movements are not based on
the earnest and sinecere intention to k¥now and follow the
truths of God's Word, then the very easssence of our confes=
slonel fellowship 18 being challenged and undermined. If
the subseription to the Scriptures and the Confessions by
the Lutaeran VWorld Federation is only _t_i;_e_ iure and nd de fac-
o, then itz member churches ars not in full agreement as to
the completely exclusive nature and inviolable character of
the doctrine concerning the Gospel and the Sacraments. Fur-
ther, meombership in the Lutheran Viorld Federation by the
United Evangelicel Lutheran Church in Australia indicates
that the two Australian Luthoran Churches are not in full
doctrinal agreement as to the exclusive correctness of the
doctrinal position, which is our Lutheran horltage of grace
and trust. We do not need more than agreement in the Gospel
and Sacraments for church fellowship, but it must be an ab-
solute and complete agreement, not a tentative or condi-

tional agreement, We cammot hope to attain full ddé‘brinl].
agreement in cvery minor lssue. Dn C. Fe . Walther cor-
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rectly designates such a wish as chiliastic. The church
militant 1s impcricet and will remain imperfect. Bubt the
church which desires to remaln faithful to the Word of God
cannot fellowshlp confessionally with any church, which does
not beyond any trace of compromise and with abaolute consis-
tcndy affirm and practlse the Gospels and the Sacraments ac-
cording to the Seriptures. As it is disagreement in the
doctrines of the Seriptures which has disrupted the visible
church, so it is the threatened undermining of the basic
doctrines of the Sceriptures by slliances, which prevents
Lutheran union in Australiae.

ilie confessional Lutheran insistence upon doctrinal un-
ity es the basis for organic church union is severely crit-
icleed by most ecumenists, because they look upon such a
prorequisite as an insurmountauvle obstacle to the reunion of

divided Christendom. However, as many are beginning to rea-

l_l

iee that wibthout some or =ome sort doctrinal azreement any
church merger siaply results in tiheological chaos, it is

interesting to note Dr. Ruth Rouse!s sdmmins up as a result
of the Amsterdsm Assembly of the World Councll of Churches:

Looking back from the Standpoint of 1948 and the Am-
sterdam Agsecmbly of the World Council of Churcnes, it
is easy to see that the ideals of Christlan unity 8o
long assy ciated with warring parties and schools of
thiought are not hosgtile but complementery ideals.
Unity in iruth and unity in Christian fellowshlip are
both necessary constituents in sny true Christian un-
ity. If ever real Christisn union is to be attained,
it must be sought along both paths of approache=-reap-
proachement between Churches as such, and movements of
co-operation end fellowship between individual Clris-
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tlans of different confessions. But these lessons
learned from forty years of united ecumenical endeavor
were hidden from the gaze of sincere lovers of unity

in the 19th century, who, with qugl sincerity pur-
sued unity along different paths,

It must be acknowledged that the confessional Lutheran
positlon of requiring basic doctrinal agreement for true
church union has sometimes lost sight of the realiéy of the
universal fellowship all bellievers have in Christ. The in-
sistence on the need to separate from errorists for confes-
slonal reasons has lead some to refuse the hand of the fel=-
lowshi;: of Taith to those who are one with them in the Lord.
Therefore it is factual and scriptural that true Christian-
1%y does involve unity in Christian fellowship. Where there
i1s no understending and deeper appreciation of this deeper‘
unity of the Spirit between all true believers, there will,
of course, be no desire to maintain or re-establish true
unity wit: our fellow Christians. Bubt even where there is a
genuine cuarcness of the fundamental unlty of the una sancta
With all its implications, it still remains true that we
cannot walk, work, worship, commune, preach.and teach in
true fellowship with other church groups unless there is ba-
sic doctrinal agreement, that is, full, true, complete agree-
ment, as the Confessions say, "in the Gospel and the Sacra=

ments." The more complete becomes doctrinal agreement be-

12puth Rouse and Stephen Charles Neillhedét‘or'lé '&bm'-
ondon:é I . U.

tory of the Ecumenical Hovement, 1917=-1948
Kl 9 p. 323.
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tucen twe churches, the closer they are drawn to each othere.
Whero there 1z full end genulne agreemont in doctrine, with
the natural 1w lication of conforming practice, there the
vieible churcl becomes united, But untll there 1s such ba-

tlc o reemeni there cen be no irue unisn =of the churches.

[y
[

That Lo uhy the confesslonal Lutheran position nakes doctri-
nel agrecrent the touchstono of church fellowship or union.
ihere fhere 1z such full doctrinal ajreement, 1t is
sehismoticel for churches Lo romain soparate, and to refuse
eltor and pulpli fellowahip. DBecause of the doctrinal a ros-
ment attosted by the Australian Luthoren Theses of Agreemont,
not a few, porticulnrly within the United Dvangelical Luth-
eron Churel: in Auatrelis helieve that tihe Evengelical Luth-
eran Chawarelr of Austrelia 1s following a policy of separa-

tism or isolationlsm by refusing the United Evengelical Lu-
thoran Charch's offer of pulplt and altar fellowship on the
basis of the Thoses of Agreonent, Thore have beon times
berhaps whon confeasiosnal Lutherans ﬁoth officlally and as
Individuals hove erred and sinned against the unity of the
Spirit, whilch S5¢. Paul has bldden believers maintain, }
Vhere this hag Loen or Is the easd, the cause of conféssion- ;
a8l Luthoranism is harmed not helped. Bubt, on tho other had, |
this charpge of disrupting, broaking, hindering or preventing
the unity of the Suirit cannot be upheld, if thero 18 no
real, gonulne, and ﬁll agrecnent in doctrine and meﬂ.ﬁo‘
Some, following the examplo of certain European churches,
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have sugpested selective fellowship between truly confes-.
8ional pastors ond congregations as a possible solution.
But selective fellowship destroys the essence of the synod-
lcal bond, whereby all the constituent congregations or
perishes of a synod heve :rouped themselves together on a
certaln confessional platform. Where a congregation or
group of congregations within a synod fellowships confes-
sionally with a smeller or larger group of another synod or
denomination with whom the whole synod cannot enter into
church fellowship, the very import of the different confes-
slonal platform is being set aside.

48 we noted in connecticon with the problem of Lutheran
" union in Australia, though both churches have given official
consent to the Theses of Agreement, whereby a commnon doctri-
nal basis is affirmed, the two churches are unable to unite
because divergent practices reveal a different understanding
of the doctrines both accept. In this case divergencies of
practice revenl a fundamentally different understanding of
the nature of the doctrines involved. In the case of Aus=-
tralian Lutheran union it 1s the metter of relizious union=-
ism and its implications. Or to put it in another way==the
exclusiveness of the Lutheran confessional position over
against the Gospel and the Sacramenta. Both churchea agree
that "unionism" is sinful, but agreement has not been reached
as to what constitutes "unionism," or when "unionism" begins.

ot all divergencies of practice, of course, are church

-

divisive. Dr. Theodore Graebner warns: ' 3
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Apart from principles of Sonipture, there are convic-
tions which Christisns have regarding church life and
activities. It would bs unfalr and unbrotherly to ap-
ply the term "wealk Christians" to those who hold cer=
tain negetive views, I believe that there has been
azch sinning by applying this objectionable term to
those who take sirich vilew in some questlon of church
vractice, Strong or w2ak /has qulte often nothing to do
with the case, It may be a matter of temperament. It
mey be a difference in point of view. It may be lack
of' experience, some things being readily recognised as
innocent when viewed in the. concrete that appear ob=
jectionable in the abstract. But what excuse has any-
one for declering that through gueh difference the
followship of faith is broken.l

Only thet divergence in pradtice is disruptive of church
fellowship which reveals disunity in doctrinal understandl ng.
While the general ecumenical movement overlocks the ba-
sic need for a true doctrinal agreement, the confessional
churches, on the other hand rmst be on thelr guard lest they
overloolk the fundamental unity of the church universal,
whlch tie Holy Spirit has built upon the foundations of the
prophets and apostles., Wherever the Word of God is pro-
claimed and the sacraments are administered, there the Holy

Spirit is building the church universal, the una sancta.

While general or universal Christian fellowship 1s the &c=-
knowledgment of this world-wide work of the Holy Spirit,
church fellowship, that is, altar and pulpit fellowship is
the confessional testimony of those whom the Holy Spirit‘hss
made willing to heed the voice of their Lord as He speaks to

men in His Word, as He instructs and directs them, and as He

W

(Tenth Print; St., Louis: Concordia Publishing House, Gs -
1951), p. 138.

13Theodore Graebner, The Borderline of Right and !gg%gJ,
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reveals to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,

Uonleasional fellowship cannot be a fellowship within

universal fellowship, as Dr. Brux eleborates in his arzu-

ment:

lance
ehip

pract
sione

many

A9 the unity of faith in the invisible spiritual church
is a unity in fundamental Christian feith, thet is, in
faith in Christ as Redeemer (Bpnesians L:5), so the es=-
sentiel unity of the visible church is likewisec a unity
in fundamental faith ("unity of the faith snd the know-
ledze of the Son of God," Ephesians l:13, and where "of
tiie Son of God" is the object not only of knowledge,
but also of falth), end it is WITHIN this essential
unidy, and on the basis of it, that there is growth and
development to maturiby, resulting in steadfast adher-
enc2 bo, ané confession of, the truth in love, and in
an ever Ifuller growlng up into Christ in all things
(Ephesians }j:13-15). Such growth and development to
maturity will thus not destroy the existing fundamen-
wal unity of the church universal and make universal
Caristien fellowshlp impossible, but will rather
gbtrengthen, further and advance it, "t1ll we all come
unto the unity of mature falth and of mature know-
ledge to the Son of God, unto mature menhood, unto the
measure of the full maturity of Christ," and will thus
lay an ever deepsr and wider foundation for universal
Christien fellowship. Confessional fellowship should,
therefore, not overlsok and disregerd the existing
fundamental unity of the church universal andé univer-
s2l Christlan fellowshlp given thereby, but should
streniously seek to preserve and to foster both, "en-
deavour to keep thelﬁnity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace" (Eph. 44:3).

It is very difficult, moreover, to keep the proper b;-
in the apparent conflict between the universal feliqw-
of fundamental Christien faith, which Christians ere to
ise and maintain, &nd the exclusive nature of oontép-'
1 fellowship, which are distinguishing marks of‘th?_

» e |

denominations and sects within visible Christendoms To

tadolph A. Brux, Christisn Prayer-Fellowship end Unjm~

ism (Wisconsin: Pamphlet, 1935), P. .
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tolarate error in any form is tantamount to the denial of
the truth concepned. I doea not; will hnt, and cannot help
true folliowship in the Lord to tolerate errorists. And as
Dr. fasse points out in his intersyncdicsl notes:

L% 1&g an idoa which is absolutely foreign to the New
Testament that it might be possible to have a limlted
oinonia with heretlce according to 'the measure of
agrecnent exlsting between them and us., St. John had
certainly some thinzs in common wlith the heretics whom
ne o bluntly rejects, I John I} and 2. In II John 1l
12 even warns against social intercourse with them, be-
cause even that might mean to become pertaizers. of
thelr evil deeds, The same is true with the people
unom St. Faul hed to re ject. It was not easy even at
that time Go draw the borderline bebween those who were
of the Lard, the ecclesla, and those wh: were seduced
hy heresy, as also beyond this borderline thers are
people who love their Lord &nd err in simpliclity of
neart. Tho church has never antlcipated the judgment
of God on particular persons, even in condemning her-
eoy. In ZEph. 4l £f. St. Paul expressly warns agalnst
heresies, speaking of "cwining of men" end "Of their
craftiness in deceitful wiles," Tuis plain and unam-
biguosus condesmmation of errors and stubborn errorists:
zoes hand in hand with "speaking the truth in love,"
just sz in the "Prayers of the Faithful," which were
sald after the doors had been closed (lMatthew 6:6) be-
fore the Eucharist, a prayer was said "pro schismati-
¢is et hearstlcis" which had been excommunicated, that
is, excluded irom the Sacrament. This is a proble
with which the Church is confronted at all times.l

It is just because error has now become so rampant and
so deztructive not only of non-fundamental doctrines, but
also of the very essence of the Scriptures and of those ar-
ticles of Taith, which are basic to salvation, that it is so
necessary and so vital to stress the importance of preserv- l

ing true confessionél fellowship. The mare complete 1s thl:

1r" o o~ ‘ < s Vi
“Dr. H. Sasse, Intersynodical Exegetical Theses, John
17:20-23 (oas 1956} 5% Bx b we s te
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a reoment in the Word of dod both as to doctrine and prac-
tice, the deeper, the truer, the more satisfying, aultnininé,
encouraring, uplifting ond edifying is She resultant Chris-
tian fellowship for individual Christlans and for congrexa=

£

me  Error and errant practice divides, destroys and om=-
witbers. Tho troth with itc consistent practice unites,
builds end blesseos,

Ynat 1s theon the confesslionsl Lubtheran attitude to the
whole problem of Church unity? The fundamental uﬁlty of the

wplrit, the unity of ell believers in Chriast, tho unity of

the tne sanclte, no man nakes or doatroys. It Lo there. It
Wil Do revesled fully in cternity. But it is present oven
now ac bthe undergirding strength of Christendome. To demon-

Strote end promobe this unity of falth in the vislble church
regulres an open-piinded consideration of the problem on the
local, notional and international level, a conscientious re-
exaninstlon of the Scriptures, and a complete submission to
thic Zerpiptures as gole resina and index, on the part of cach
succeeding generation.s That the ecumenical movement is to
& certain extent aware of this i1s ap arent fraom the 0ffi-
clal Deport of The Horth imerlcan Conferonce on Falth and
order, 1957, when under Section 2, Dootrinal Concensus and
Conflict, It doclores: 4
At the veginning of the Faith and Order ‘*iovem.nt, failth
in the divine-ruman Lord and Saviour tended to atand in
& sort of splendid laolation, as the ono clear point on
uwhich we were unlted. It is still the centre of our
congensus; but under the influence of the bibuoal re-
ncwel thore is now & growing sense of 1ta connection

with other basic Christian doctrines: God'a covenant
with his goople Israel, fulfilleé and renewed in Christ;

| (I

!
I
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the Church as the new people of God, the Body of Christ,
the community (koinonia) of the Holy Spirit pressing on
toward its consummation in a new community of maniind
and a new heaven and earth. The stern events of our
time have taught us tol see new meaning in the dramatic
conflict between the kingdom of Christ and the God-op-
posing powers, as portrayed in the New Testament; both
onr faith in Christ's ultimate Lordshlp over the worla
ac well as the Church stands firm as the final capstone
in the srch of falth that now begins to tower over the
wreako;je and confusion of our times. There has been a
;reat recovery in recent years of the centrality of
bIblical revelation in Christian doctrine-=though this
hos not penetrated all the curricula of Christian edu-
catlon--both as the record of the mighty acts of God
leading up to our redemption in Christ, and also as the
source of' intelligible truths expressed in inspired
vords, whereby the wessage of our redemptlon can be
spelled out. While we differ In our theories of reve-
lation, reason and biblical inspiretion, we are united
in looiting to the witness of HHoly Scriptures, confirmed
and Interpreted by the witness of the Holy Spirit in
the echurch, as the sine qua non of authentic Christian
doctrine.lb

The church on earth is bto listen to what God has said

in liis YWord. All Christians must kZzeep on searching that

Word of Truth, praying and working with one another in ac-
cordance with Christ's departing command: "Go ye therefore,

and teech ell nations (make disciples of all nations), bap-
tising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of ;
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you."17 Wherever there is a sincere
desire on the part of an individual or a churc: to submit |
unconditionally to the Word of God, there the hand both of
individual and of church fellowship can, should, and will be

16ppe Nature of tihe Unity We Seek, Peul S. Minear, edi-
tor (St, Louls: The Bethany Press, c. 1958), p. 189.

17Matthew 263:19-20.
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g£ladly ;;iven., Where a true and complete agreement in the
Gospel and the Sacraments can be attained, there full alter
and pulpit fellowship can and should be practised, for the
church will never be able'to attain a higher degree of unity
ln doctrine than a genuine uﬂlty in fundamentals. But be-
Cause we ore convinced tnat in our Lutheran Confessions as
contained i. the Book of Concord, we have a true exposition
of God's Word, we as & church cannot have church fellowship
With any individual or church which does not subacripa to
the doctrinal content of our Lutheran Confessions, and act
in accordance with the same.

In conclusion, we belicve that there is a proper, Scrip-

ture-orduined and God-pleasing place for the practice of in-

basis of fundamental faith in Christ the Saviour. On the
other hand, where as the result of the confession of the
truth, church, that is, alter and pulpit fellowship 1s'ra-
stricted to those who by woréd and practice assent to the
same, such confessional fellowship is demanded by loyalty to
Christ and His Vord, and will receive His eternal commenda=-

tion as He Himself has declared:

Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him will I con=
fess before My Father who is in heaven. But whosocever
shall deny Me before men, him gill I also deny befors
iy Pather which is in heaven.l .

Each generation will have to apypraise the problem of

18yatthew 10:32-33.
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individual Christian-and-Church-Fellowship afresh, for each
seneration is cd led upon to receive the truth, to believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and to hearken to His Word., UWhat-
ever 1is set forth as the truth of God, must be tested by ev-
ery Christian consclence, according to the apostolic coﬁ;
nand: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spir-
ite whether they are of God: because many false prophets
ere _one out inko the world.,"l? There is one guide, the
Scriptures, which "is given by inspiration of God, and is
rrofitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
inetruction in righteousnesa: that the man of God may be per-
fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."20 Those
who will not heed the testimony of the Scriptures are not of
the Lord,

A Christisn cannot but have fellowship with all who are
his fellow believers in the Lord. This fellowship begins
with a mutual discussion of the things of the Spirit. It 1is
strengthened by joint meditetion on the Word of God and by

prayer. It demonstrates itself by public profession of the
truths of God concerning salvation. And it culminates in a
joint participation of the body and blood of the Lord in the :
Sacramnent of the Altar, a holy communion in and with the Lord.
There is only one such fellowship, even as there is one body,

one Spirit, one Lord, one feith, one baptism, one God and

191 John l:1.
2017 Timothy 3:16-17.
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Father of 211,21l In His own zood time the Lord will make
this manifest.

The irowth of the Christian Church 1s like the growth
of & tree. Its branches cover the whole earth. Cnly those
who are true beolievers in Christ are in that tree. Now 1t
appears a divided charch, but hereaifter its basic unity
with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit will be man-
“est to all, Thea we shall understand and see everything
clearly. The visible church is but the prelude to the great
xingdem of heaven, for which we have all prayed, as taught
oy our Lord in Hls own porfect prayer, and which we shall
by God's grace enter after Judgment Day. Here the church
ls a church militant. There it will be the church trium-
shant. The goal meanwhile for all Christians is set forth
by 3%t. Paul, when he exhorted:

¥ow I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divislions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the

same judgment .22

Alas, that true Christian fellowship 1s hers so bro=
ken and disrupted! But as sure as the Son i1s with the Fa-
ther, 52 certain is it that one day the prayer of the Son
will be answered and fulfilled: "Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast giien Me, that thby nay

2lpphesians lili=6e

221 gorinthians 1:10.

14 res
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be one, so we are."ed
To those who charge confesscional Lutherans with dise
rupting or hindering the unity ol tho visible church, we re=-
ply with llelenchthon in the Conclualon of the Apology:

fin o the weant of unity and dissonsicn in the Church,

1t Is well nown how tucse matters first happened, and
who have caused the division, namely, the scllers of
indulgences, who shumolessly gresched intolerable lies,
and eitervards condemmed Luther for n.¢ approving of
those lies, and besiden, they agein and again excited
more ¢onbtroversies, so that Luther was induced to at-
tock meny other ecrrors., But since our opponents would
not tolerate the truth, and dared to promote manifeat
errors by force, it 1z easy to judge who is guilty of
sehlsme Surely, ell the world, sll wisdom, all power
ouht to yileld to Curist and dis Holy Word. But the
devil is the enemy of God, and thorefore rouses all his
misht aeinst Christ, to extinpguish snd suppress the
dord of CGode Therefore the devil with his members, "
sebbing himself against the Word of God, is the cause
of the schisnm end want of unity. For we have most
zealously sought neace, and 8tlll most eagerly desire
it, provided only we are not forced to Llaspheme and
deny Christ. Hor God, thae discerner of all men's
hearts, Lz our wltness that we do not ddlight -nd have
no Jjoy in this awful disunion. On the other hand, our
adverzaries have so far not been willing to conclude
peace without stipuloting that we must abandon tho sav-
inp doctrine of the forgiveness of ain Ly Christ with-
out merit, tlwug: Christ would be miost foully blas-
phemed thereby.c%

SCLI DZEQ0 GLORIA

23John 17:11.
2hprs c10t Concordia (St. Louis: Concordia Publish-

ing Houce, 5:9;-:1), Pe L51,
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