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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTIOH 

What does it mean to be 11all one in Christ Jesua7"1 

The history of the Christian Church from the .tirat to 

t he twentieth century could be wr1 tten in terms of its strug

gl e to maintain. t o de[llonstrate. or to realise this fundamen

t a l uni ty2 'between t he Lord Jesus Christ ond His body, the 

Christi an Church. beaought of God tho Fatlmr by 111m.· 1n Bia 

c;rea·t ti..ig.h.-prie stly }irayer,.3 and ·declared above by St. Paul. 

Dut i s t his oneness an earthly or~ spiritual onenesiJT Ia 

it a oneness to be manifest in thi s lite and world or only 
' h c,reaf't or? Is it a oneness which cm exist d~uspite or in• 

spite or divisions, frictions, and refusal of fellowship be

t ueo11 Cliristians? Or is 1 t a oneness which requires· a cer

tain and r easonable externn1 unity as its fruit, if it 1• to 

be e;enuine,. and if so uhat is to be the natUl'e of th1a ext8l'• 

nal unity'? 

These questions are being e.amd by more and more C~l•• 

tians. That they constitute the burden of the model'D eou-

1nenical movement is illustrated by thB theme of the ROl'th 

lGal. 3:28. 

2Ruth Rouae ond Stephen Ohal'1ea He111. ed1t0l'■, A Bl■-
~ of the Ecumenical Movement, !2.!I-!2.11:§. (S.P.c.1t.1~0D
aon; ~SliT p.: 2'/. 

3JohD 17:21. 
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American Conf'orence on Faith and <>rdel' on behalti or the WOl'l4 

Council of Churches (19S7), which was "The Nature of the 

Unit y We See,k. 114 

The Now Testamont knows only one church, and tbat oburch 

is t h· b ay of Christ, the coftJlllUn1on or saints, the ecoleala. 

t he ele,ot. Where this church was to be found we are alao 

told . There was t he church at Jerusalem, at Antioch, at 

Bab l on, the Church or Laodicea, or Sardis, the church 1n 

Sn1yr na , in Per eamos, even the church in Nymphaa• houae,S tao 

1nont ion s ome. However, aJ.readu in apostolic timoa conten

tiona and divi sions developed in the church, ao that soma 

said t hey 1e~e of Paul, others of Apollos, still other• or 

C~;has., 6 and .false teachers began to trouble and split the 

ch.urclt . 7 The confl i ct with the Judalaera and with other er

r ori sts and heretics called rorth frcm the apostles atl'ang 

denuncia tion or those who forsook the doctrine and !'a1th 

t h e y bad received.a ~1th t he advent of Gnoat1ci■m an4 1t■ 

denial of tho !mman nature of Christ, there wa.■ aliL le4 t'orth 

from St. John the command to ceaao all. tellow■blp with euoh 

1.&-raul. s. I-linear., editor• ~ Ha ture ot' ~ tJnig !!. 
~ (St. Louis: The .Bethany Presa, c •. 1958T. 

Sc01. 4:lS. 
6i Oor. 3:lh21. 

7aa1. 2:12,13. 

Baa1. 118; Rom. 16:17. 



3 

as abide not ir1 t . e doctrine of Chriat. for t .JBy are de

ceivers and an t1ohrists.9 

~o heal soma or the controversies ltiioh later rent tbe 

church , there were convened the f'o11r gi-eat ecumenioa1 coun

cil of Ilii cea (I).,.325, Constantinople (I),381, Ephaaus,431, 

and Ch alcedon,J,1.Sl., followed l.ater by Co11stant1nople (II), 

55.3.,. Co11st antinople (II.I),680, and Nicea (II).787. At the 

Couml il o:r Nicea many of t he bishopo of the church were pres

ent, 3ome of them bearing the scars or persecution. ~he em

porer Gonstant1ne. w o convened the council, himself was 

pl"Nlent . Ho i oped thst 11' t ho deciat. ons or th1a oounc11 

l'ore acce. tod unlvercully, that a united church would than 

help cen ent together h!s unt-;ieldy empire. But in this he 

~ms bi t terly d i aappointed. Though some tlistorians contend 

tho.t n~ver bef ore or after wa9 t he church at large mo.reef

i"oct ivcl., and co. l9tely one ·than du1'"ing this pel'iod, 313-

451:, l O in r edl.. 1 ty the cb.urc.a never knew true uni t7. In tba 

second cent,ury there wu.s the - ~ontnniat and Apol11nlll'1an oon

troVP.I•e,.es, followed by the NoV,atian in the tbil'd oent\U'J', 

and ':he Donatist and Arian in the folll'th oentur7. Tba aotma1 

state of affairs in tho early church. therefore, waa qu1'8 

contrary to the popular ecumeni.cal belief that be~OJ."e Con

stantine the unity of the cl'lllroh was a unit7 of faith, wor

ship and spirit. Unable to achieve a UD1t7 or faith the 

• 

911 John 7r. 

l<lftouse and Neill, ,S!E.• ~•• P• CJ. 
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emphasis was sh1f'ted to an attempted unity of organization. 

Both oz•thodoz ancl heretic w1 thin the t1xternal church agreed 

th~rt t he church of' Jesua Christ should be one md world-wide. 

Basil i~he nrea t ai'firmed that II our f'ai th is nQt one thing at 

Sel-·ucia. anotller at Oonsto11tinople. another at Zela, ano

t tJ.er a t Home . . .. but one and the saut> ever:,where.nll In 

the cea:::el ass ei' fort to ef..:'ect an &}JOstolic unity within the 

church , ,,oat ot t he ecumenical 111etl'lods operative today were 

tri e d ~ The be st t !lll t wao a ttai nc,d waa a kind ot organiza

tional untty under Constantine. 

In t ho f i~th century the s eeds of the nationalistio 

c.:turc.t os W•~re sewn, the :i:o-ca lled "Loaser" CllUl"chsa or the 

?:::a •· t , tr..e Copt i c, Ethiopia1'!, Syrian and Asoyr1an, which to

c.oy C\re either "mono1,hysite11 or nNestorien.11 (~arl1er there 

was ·t ne f..rmenia.n Church). ThGn came the split between the 

GreGk and La t i n c~u:.$chea~ rGsulti ng i n~ permanent schism 

bet-ween Ea s t a nd Weast . All e fforts t o heal this breach up 

tc t.:~e 1:.1•ese:lt time hava been of no evai1. H0,-1ever. t.ba Ro-

1nen Church of the •~c3st b y stringent discipline was so auc

cesf f ul in suppressing heres7 that even ·as ~ate a■ tba four

teenth century the outward unity or the church was little 

dist,Jrbed by opposing minority groups within the Homan 

Chm~ch. But the moral and op1r1tua1 corruption of tba~ 

church called i"orth the .Reformation. '!he retum OD the p_.l 

11Ib1d., li • 11. 
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r,f t :o ,\of~•rilers to tho :1cr1Ji-turea, t.i." le 1t reloa.ce4 

Ch1"'l.stondom. f r oM t! . , tPcni..;lehold or Rome resulted, ala•• 

in 1.:~ny mo- .. viai ns w1 t lin ~o=tol"l.1 CbristendOIQ. Thia di• 

vtd · 1 : tote o~ t oo cnurcn hno dovoloped to its 1nov1table 

cnr c l :i!~i n .: , o 1~ t in ,r,, ice 1 t ).e ilc: o o.f the aoota. t h'-1-a 

: 1~~ n-,'i•: r-c•ooGn't::i .blo co o 2.$0 .rol1 ~1ous ..;rou1>a. 

th" l'O .IC;:" bi,O i : no ·1,. !"t hnlo :,z, f\ dOtll) n mrO:lCBS that the 

r:: urcl:. o ,r, oun ~hri t :t~ 0 :.10 . ~l'. s osaont1al ononass !'-•a 

\J 1~1 a n. ~1~ rit 1n t!"' c o:- :>n l,:y m 11!:•ri t o._,o o~ the claurcn, S.n 

it:~ c o· !a~lln ool---f;li" .. oclt:1:'il.".n- o"" the lo:-,t , :ind th& b1,1~

.· nt on lrto th .. ?c.k,,.d ··• o'1' ·..,od., ~ ... well OB in 

• tn c-:> .• ~> ;:>ton. n · -:,,t.. ny .fl:1-:;tu1t aoc1a1 evils • 

... \,U.'c.!1 l r.~ ; c.:, 01' c v·ory a o buvo ro~l1ood t :1e ineo. a.t

.H . ." J.l t:r --~ "· ,.:, ·~ ~i! tw.11 -att -c tod 0 1 e:1o as of tho ~hr1at1an 

!. ~, ~ • :1 .t t. tr C:. • 11idod 3 ta tc o:: c 1r1s tendo:n. Luther too9 

1'c1• ubo1 tru h wns i'er :11. r•a im,. cI"tant t hnn o.xtornal unity, 

,m:- d•:? t,ly cnncornod encl ~1evcd ver t ne d1.sru.>t1on• within 

~::1c. t.,hristian ChUl"C • Ii !:-...is t:Jr gc Cateoh1sm bll3 expr••••• 
'ii:- cJ - .. _. conv · c t1r)n concerning the 110nl:, Uol; C8tbol1o 

I bel1ovo th.Cit thoro j .s U \Oll oarth a l1ttlo hol.y poup 
anu con...;recatiof1 •· ... pure saints, undor ono bead, oven 
o.-lV s t., called to"ether by the Uoly Ghost 1n one .ta1tah• 
nric mincl., and und 1•oto.nd1nc; w1 th nm1.told gl.tt•• :,et; 
a:;i~ooin!,; !.n loY , 1d t;bout ac,cta or scblama. I am alao 
a p e1"'t and MOtnbor or the aane, o ahm-er and joint ovne111 
o.r all tho se>oda it posseaaes, la-ought to 1~ and ~
porated into it by the Uoly Ohoat by having heU'd 11114 
cont1nu1ns to boar the \.lord of Ood, whloh la~ 
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beeinn1ng of entering l t.12 

Luther and bis co-workers earnestly recommended tree genera1 

Christian councils., which would be truly representative -and 

be independent of' 1,,apal dictation., so that unity., eapecial17 

con.ce1'"nine; t l:le Gospel ond the Sacraments., mi; ht be achieved. 

Tlwt., for example, was the purpose of the fsmouo Marburg 

Col loquy of l.$29 with Zwingli. 

Since the time of the Reformation many oare£ully pre

pared p lans for tbe unif'1cat1on of the church havt> ,~~en oon

cei ved. Most notable ;;ere Sanuel S. Schumucker~ a proposal■ 

i n th.e 1820 1 fi for ::An Apostolic l'rotestant Church of A•r

i cn, 11 be:;ed on E. tho1•ough er,t>os1t1on of the des1rab111t7 ot 

church uni on.13 W.h.ole movemonts ho.Ve beon inaugurated to 

achieve w1ity., mo·vements wh~ch ironically crystalliaed them

solve:; into new denominations., as was typified by the Camp

b~ll ite movement. There were also such oarefull7 pl'epared 

!Jl'oposals e s the Cnicago-Lombeth ~adr1latera1 of the 1880• • 

sub:uitted by the Anglican Com!:111nion.l4 Hotfever., 1t i-e•1ne4 

£or s uch adventures of faith as the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.w.c. 
A., the Christian Student's Association, and the vu1ou■ na

tio:nal and internntl onal .E!ible and M:18 sionary SocS.et1ea to 

ir1augurate · the present world-wide ecwnenical movement■ or 
the Internctional C.ounoil o:r Churches and the World Couno11 

12'1'.riglot Oonct..1·dia ( ~t. Loui■, Mo. r Conoordla Pub1l■h• 
ing llovee., 1921}, P• 691. 

13Rouse and Neill, 01, . ill.•, P• 24$. 

J.4!!!id • ., P• 264. 
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of Churches. Unfortunately, the u1t1mate aim or the great; 

current ecumon1co1 movements, which are having auoh world

wide l"opercussione on the Christian Church, is not an honest 

err ort to establish, to purity, and to conso11date the ohul'oh 

o.r J esu s Christ on the basis of the truth as rev=al.e4 1n the 

Scr i p tures. Modern ecumenism tends to overlook doctrinal 

disa ;~reement tor t h.e sal-.:e of uni~Y• Ita priwe concern 1• to 

p~eparo t he way for t he purported, but scripturally unwar

l"Emtcd, eatablishment oi.' the kin~'dom of Goa upon t!--,J earth. 

In accordance with t his Mistaken concept oi tlle t'uture ot 

the church upon t he eart h, the ecumenical moverr.ents. rather 
. . 

~i:. n pa s,, j ucigmer1 t oz· censorshi.r,, upon heresy end doct;1•1Dal 

be1·ot-to11s , Gollci'l. .!'rorr, evtu•y c burch. lts contribution. 

'xhl s , ,mdamental :remiue gives to every errorist, heretic. 

s c arnatic 01" s s cto.r,.an the sa1ne right arid th.e salll8 author

i ty as t he true t eachers of the church, who continue 1D 
. 

Christ• s word. It is this spirit of unionia1!1, giving to er-

r cu• t 1e same r:1.Bht &3 truth, and tolerating error 8ilong■1de 

of truth, that is awakening an ever strODger, confe■■1onal 

attitude on the part of those who realise that it 1■ 1iha 

Lord alone who is the Uead of 111& Ohu.1--cb.,. and that it .la 1ib8 

com:-nandments of' God alone which are to be taught, bel1en4 

and obeyed. 

1Ioweve1 .. , this widening estrangement between .eo11D1D1 .. 

and confessionaliam~ instead of lessening, 1s 1ncreaalng 

the problem o~ broken Christi.an Fellowship and a d1v14e4 

Christendom. But now, more tban ever bet'ore botb tiilal• a,a4 
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circumstances de111end a un1ted Christendom. Modern transport 

and cormuuncation hevo n·ot only bro11ght tho turtheat nations 

so close toeether, but social conditions have brought the 

individuals of' every- community into such close contact that 

f'or Chriotians ·to be wranglirig wi tb. 0ac!1. other and to re.tuae 

to fellowship with each other seems an 1ncon(9:"u1ty which 

mak es a U1ocltery of our common f'aith in a com.'lloD Lord. '!he 

pre3sing need for joint Christian action 1n dealing with the 

problems or war, civilian annihilation, global suicide, DBS& 

mi ation, r elief in times of national disaster. to mention 

but a fe, i instances, is so evident as to require the most 

ear?is st effort to bridge t he _resent lrnpasse. While the evi

dent bcnei'i t from joint action in the rapidly expanding 

f:f.elds of home ~nd foreign missions. in tho challenge con

f r on tin3 Christion educotion on every level. in the call £or 

a unani:nous mornl judgment on such national and internation

al problems as divorce, delinquency, alcoholism, gambl1Dg, 

not to overlook tradeunionism, strikes. aoo1al1am and commu

nism, surely requires the attention not only of 'those who 

seek union in Christendom without unity. but also tbe. moat 

earnest concern and concerted effort on the part of ocmtea

sional Cb.ristiana. Or a.a.all we throw up our band■ 1D de

spair and say that nothing can be dona. since the 'cburoh 11111-

itant 1s too hopelessly bogged down by heresy. pene~a1on. 

and schism? 

Much to the chagi-in of most Re1"orme4 oburabe■ UUt ••

fessional Lutherans--in particulcir the M1aaour1 Lu~ 
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Church--together with the Southern Baptist Church ot America 

have stood aloof' from the ecumenical movement. Yet within 

our conf'essional Lutheran churches there has arisen the 

awareness both of the desirability end the deep necessity o~ 

trying to achieve a God-pleasing union of those churc.baa 

1-1hich proi'ess a coinmon doctrinal backgtaound. In America 

t here were long negotiations between the vari ous Lutheran 

Synods r esulting in the drawing up and adoption ot a "Doc"!" 

tr1nnl l,ff'irmation and Brief' Statement." In Australia 1n

t craynodical negotiations bet1,1een the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Australia and the United Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Aus tralia, which ,recommenced 1n 1941 hJ' an ex

c han ge of sta tements on the "Hinilmum Requirements for Church 

Fello.rship, 11 • have resulted in tlle joint adoption of a com

pr&hensivo 11 Theses of' Asreement." Despite this aigniticant 

achievemel'?t, t he two Aus tralien Lutheran Churches are unab1e 

to a gree a s to what constitutes sinful unionism with refer

ence to cooperation in sacris end cooperation in extarnia. 

Despite &lruost complete and unprecandented doctr1na1 _agree

ment, de 1U£!.. if not do facto. the negotiations have broken 

down on such problems as membersb.1;, in the Lutheran Wor14 

Federation, and joint mission work in Hew Guinea under the 

proposed "Lutheran Church Mew Guinea." 

The desirability not only of cooperation in externa1■• 

but or altar and pulpit tellowmi~ between churches -or the 

same confession is so self-evident as to be obvioua. Bat 

the question must be asked& "At what ooatT11 "I• ohuroh 
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union worth the compromisi of the ·truth?11 The ecumenical 

movcraent gener a lly h e s a s its oal un1 ty, ~-i thout def'ining 

t he truth on wh:tch t h i s unity 13 to be bas·ed. The confes

sion a l goal ia t he t.re.servati on of t he t r u th, no matter what 

the c os t u The co nfeasionol. conviction is that the tru th 

idll or i tself unite i n t he t ruest sense t h os e who possess 

it and cl ine to it. 

BoHevcr , t ho. p r obl em arises. How !'a r mu.at we make the 

con:f.'sosic11 of t' e t 1 .. u t h r.liv:ts:tve of our fello •:s l'lip i n Christ? 

Is ! t ! • o:rnibl e ·to ex1>cc t a nd 1,equ i re or over•J 01u,1:stian that 

Le ~~rr.ees with u.n nnd Wt? wi t h. him in eyer·y point of doctrine 

c..,c ~-1,oct:tcc? I s t h.ore a certa:i.11 f undari:ent a l oei t i on, 

w:i-~ ch. .t.r honest l y endorsed,, is as much as c a n be e:i_:>ec t ed 1n 

lih:..;; W"lrl cl o:r dive .. "Sif"ied human character, mental _.-rasp. en

v ronr- ent and outlook? Is Christian Fellowship possible 

ui thout full no--eorn~n·t in a l l doctrin e? Con C.u-ist:lan Fel

lowsJ: I z; e rnc tis ed o l ong-side o! ' co111'essional w .. tness? 

Does confessional witness to t he truth altmJ s,· 1:ievi tably 

end compl c tel y require sep:>ration? Will not confessionalism 

iX lo-lcally _endorsed an d universally adopted lead inovita

b l y to se ~aratism, to individualism~ and almost to ae many 

q!fi'erent Chri·s tian II comrmmions" as there are Christians·, 

The earthly church is confronted b y Scylla and Charyb

dis. On the on:e hand there i.s beinrs advocated union at any 

cos t. On t he other hand t here is the danger or severe indi

viduali sm and a t ype of narrow confessionaliso1, which denies 



11 

tlle .hand of' our Christian Fellowship to all except those 

who are in complete accord. Both extremes seem to be otten

si veto t he true Christian conscience and diaaatrous for the 

church at lorge. 

To endeavor to bring scriptural clorificat1on on this 

ve;dng p:-oblem and to restate some of the basic principles 

i n such a wa.y th.flt t hey may throw 11 ·ht on our path as we 

journey the t roubled waters of inter-church negotiations is 

t he ~ ur pose of t his pSJ'Jer. 



CttA TEf< I I 

TH.!!i F.II.IT1t ! l!GU JUSTI I .ES A • .D SAV .:.S 

Tne ~oo l ot the Christian £ai t h i s cl ti~cnshl p i n t he 

k.i11,.;dom. of he ve n and eternal. 1 5.f e ··, l t h God . \·: 1at t hls 

!:.in_·,do", cl hcuvm, i :; :;cripture clea l.,l y t o~c · es u.s . 1.- 1 t h 

ever., Lli..i.n •; al>out t o coll apoe ar ol\lld ' i :u, wi t h Sis eart!:ly 

1. i n-" stl";J a t.e e 1 in fui lu1"e , wi t 1 "iis f r londs ba v:.i.ng f ol"sakon 

la. :1 i;,: i;'. ii a om1 nation tw.,ncd a r~amst lli., and ,.: t h dea t h 

:i:'ew hour·s o'£f , t h.G Savi our wi t b.o;.1.t t he 

~l .ic..1~eat tra ce o!' ·oar or doubt sin,pl y , bu t cat c cr i ca lly 

.J r i'lr .10 ~ : 
11 

• I,; kinc l'.o:n i .:. n ot or t h i s world : :lf' ~ kl .nt:dom 

\,'-:·c .Jf 1..hlti ~-;orl d , ~hen wou ld my s er vants !'i 0h t • • • bu t 

r..:;,t, 1 .., : .: ~.tn,;uou1 no•ii i' om 1ence.:•l 1.rh t t hi s , 1 ~dom wa s 

!'l - •4- ;coweti i n'- t•;h.l.ch could be .l~ ~'tee. or p i n - pointe d by hllman 

o uoc; ... , t on, r::e , t h e So. of· od, mnde q;iite c l e ar : " The 

'-:l ,1_ do:11 of God c omet h not wit h obser vat lon. 112 That entrance 

i n t o t .hiE lei ~ ;c om r€g1:ir,~d a c hs.n ,->e of h.Gc,rt , h e unmi s tak

abl y decl ared; 11 J.i:xca=.! t a an b e b orn a •a i n , h.e cen11ot see 

t :i.o ?.d.n ·do u of .rod. 11 J Th o ·t it uas not s kin,...,dom of sens ual 

and eort h l y del ii:;ht s., ::it . Paul p ointed out : 11 Th e ltin;;dom of 

lJohn 1 j : 36 . 

2 t ulce 17 : 2 0 . 

3John 3:3 . 
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God i s not 1eat and drink; but riBhteouaness, and peace and 

joy i n t ho Holy Ghost. 11 !~ Tha t 1 t was not a Pla tonic or phi 1-

osophical. abatraction or t heorising the snmo apostle demon

strated : "The ldn.:;dom of Goel ~ s not in word, but 1n power."S 

That it wos a kin,:;clom of EL"lother world and o.n,other state he 

concl11s i ve l ;, or firmed : " Fl esh and blood cannot 1nheri t the 

! i n .dom of God; neituer doth corru~tion i nherit incorruptlon 

• • " f or th~.s corr·u tion ust put on incorruption and this 

:11i:irt"'l MUst 9ut 01 i?,unor•tnl i ty.11 6 Th e kingdom o:r heaven and 

t'1e k n._.dom of' God oro t here.fore s ynonymous w1 t !1. the estate 

:}f e tc1. .. na l bl essednoss in t he ,i•e,sence or God. 

We become ol iGi bl e ror t iu s kingdom or God, and receive 

th<. tllilo or heirs t o it, wnen t h e Hol y ,;)piri t et-1akens and 

rouses us to t '1e t·m ouledge of our sin!'ul and utterly lost 

cond~ t ion ~nd bestows in our hearts a pen j tent trust in the 

aton n ~ merit oft e death of God•s Son. Conversion, that 

is~ a compl e te change of heart from unbelief' to faith in 

Chris t, .frorri pz•i de to pentience, from rebellion to submis-

sion, f r om t red a ga inst God to lovo ror Him, is different 

o.nd distinct f'rom a self'-ef'i'ected reformation o~ character 

and deeper t ha n mcro cessation rrom gross sin. Starr Da11y. 

t he t hrice remanded con1ict. s i nking slowly i nto uncon

sciousness i n a dungeon, wi th h.1 s _arms and le gs blue and 

4nomans l lJ,.:17. 

51 Cor. 4:20. 
Col"' . 15 :So. 
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swollen, and his veins and Bl'teries onlargecl and tight, va■ 

prepared to die rath r than yield to the iron will ot tbe 

prison aoputy. Then something happened. The hatred~ hi■ 

h e ~1"t was c .hanged by Christ into love. ilia whole attitude 

t o lif'e was t r ansformed. Thg exconvict was on the road to 

recovery, t o rehabi litation, to C.br1st-in pil'ed and Spirit• 

sanctified livin5 .7 Conversion, whether it be immediate or 

Bl'&due.J., t hour:.;h in God I s sight 11e Bl'e e1 ther converted 01' 

not converted., we a1•e either for Him or against Him, is mOl'e 

t h.an n -eneral, formal or historic knowledee ot God and ac

quaintan ce w:i.t h the Gospel. It is a t:ersonal acceptance or 
Hitn as God, and it i mplies complete willingness to follow 

l!i111 in obedience o.nd faitb.. 

Th is fai th in the l'leort is wrought by t .i1e -m1racu1oua 

po1-:1cr• of t he ltol~," Spil'i t throuiyi the moans of gt'&Ce. Pai th 

in t he Lord comes fr an the hearing ot His Word. Because 

there is not always an 1r.um diate response to the Word. 1J18D7 

Rerormed and Calvinistic t heologians have contended that the 

Hol y Spirit converts directly. But since st • .Paul aaserta 

that. "faith cOlneth by heBl'ing, and hearing by the Word or 
God, 11 b it is evident that faith 1a. quickened in the human 

heart by the power of God 1 s Wwd of grace. · The Alcoho11o■ 

Anonymous testify over against the alcoholic that b8 cannot 

7starr Doily, Release ($th Edition. Evesham, Wwao.1 
Arthur JBl'l 88), P• 53. 

8Romans 10:17. 



ob t ain rc lE)a s e :rrom t l.e curse or drinl( til1 he reo.l:tses his 

oun p o •11::rr lossn os s t o c onquer t his evil a nd has tno.t 11-,,1tal 

spiritual e _ er:!.enco 11 who1 .. eby he comes to mow t e power and 

hol of' God in J i s life . 9 So true conversion is always such 

a vital s p ir1 t ual ex 1, erience. It is some thing living and 

car t oh1. Ever y true Christian lmous t ho p ower or tho }loly 

Spirit in his heart, as st. Paul a sserts: 11 God bath sent 

forth t he Spirit of IIis Son into your hearts, crying , Abbe., 

Fnther . 11 10 Tho relationsh i p e stablish ed wi t h the Lord by 

c on\"Cl .. Oi on - n ot s o . e t hing Vll($U e or inde:f'ini te. " l~y aheep 

h.:ur rn'j voi ce , . a 1d I kn. w t .b.cm, a nd they f'ollou r11e : And I 

c ·vo u 1t o t hem e Ji:.erna l lii'e; e.nd t he y s hall never perish , 

: se • t bo:e ah . 11 on r.1si1 pluoL t hem o· t oi' my hand/' declares 

Chr t- 11 Acee tinG t he Son or God's atonemont i n repen

tan·i; f'oi t h makes t he belie ve ?- s member of the b ody of Christ, 

o:f' t bc c cm!lllln ion or saints , of t llc :!:ill!_ sancta. The Lord 

_:notJs ·i;h ose ,;i10 are His , a s any who cried, "Lord, Lord," 

but d_ · n ot love Him, will realise on Judgment Day, tihon lie 

dism sse s t h em Mith the l"ebuke ; "I never knew you: depart 

f rom ne J e t hat work in:tqu:Lty.1112 And tho hrlstian knows . 
,,zb.en no is t he Lord• , as r~eter Mars ell sra:.h1cally 

9Alcoholics Anonymous (Kingswood, Surrey: The World's 
L-Jor k D-9i.3] on bahalror Alcoholics Anonymous), PP • 3S,37£r. 

l OGalatian.s 4 :6. 

llJohn 10 : 27-28 . 

12r.tn t t hew 7 : 2.3. 
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Preached : 

I k1.1ou t~at I nm a Chri atian . l ow on t h i s point, t here 
need be , a.nu indeed can be no doubt or hesita tion. One 
o:lt he r i s a Chl'" i Gtian--oi, ono is no t. One eit her 1s a 
bel ievor-- or one is not • • • • ·1hc11 so ,cone asl::s you 
ii' you. ore marr i ed , t here i s n o hedc :lne or uncerta inty . 
i.ou e i hor ar e --or you ere not .. You arc i n no d ouc t 
c onccrnlng your ci tize nsh.i.p - You either are a citizen 
o!' 'i;ho lond in uhich you l i ve --or you ore not . There 
i s .o poosibility of equlvocation . So, i t is not :.u
uili ty 01.. piet to sa-. t hat you are "tr,-ing to be a 
Chri::.itian" .. .. or t ha t you " hopa you are a Chr istian" 
• • w • Eitlor sou uavo gi ven y~ur llfe to Christ and 
.. sked Iim to bo :,our ~tas ter , or y ou ore still t r yi n g to 
i'lm .!~ oun l ife • Ei t! ,a1, ;:rou have pro.i ised to obey 
Clll",.:..t in a ll thin •s

13
or nel f ~ , i s s t ill at tho cen 

tre 011d at t he hel m. 

Ti i. ::; c o •. ins to .mou Chris t in .faith i s not human ch oice or 

strlvin t.\ l ,1 bu t by God I s o.cious e l ection , f or " a s many e.s 

wor e or,ained to etornal l i fo 'bel i eved . 11 15 

Tj o Lord r ecei"'"ea J:Il s own into !-!:i.s ki11 ~do111 or (P:'&ce 

tlu"'o 1c;h bap tism, '\-Jh i ch i s t .'.le ",-,ash i DG or regeneration, and 

rcnowln~ -:,f t ho r.o l y Gho s t . 111 ~ Baptism i s t he normal r.1ot llod 

o~ entrance i n to t he kinGdom of God. It is t ~e God-ordained 

enti,y , becaus e Ue i n ·ns \·lord has pr e s cri be d t h.is oacra-

. ent , 17 anci h as given His certa i n promise: 11 e t hat belic

veth ond o baptised s :1all b e saved. 11 l 8 Onl y unbelief ,}an 

13 ctor Mars hall., ll!:.• Jones, !•1oe t t he faster (Reprint; 
London : Peter Da vies~ 195:S ), p . 2I~. 

14 John 1 :13 . 

1 .SActs 13 :48. 

16'r i t u s 3:5 . 

17r,.iat t hew 2 8 :19. 

181,fark 16:16. 
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null i t y Gocl1 s i'romiae, and doatro:, tllo of't'1caoJ of ba,;>t1am • 

.6 ror t ho rn..-, joi•ity or those wn.o oro God•s cb1ldzten, have 

boon z·eco1vod into tho k1n :dau o!" God, and hove booome tbO 

te l ee of t .1a Holy Sp1r1 t b y t ho.1r 'bo t1om in infanoy, evon 

if' onl· later t:;ney ccmo to underatorld 1ts s1an11'1oanao, rmd 

even i !' onl y later t ' o sti. .. azJ.C3 betm:>on tho flesh and the 

,sp i1"i t c a ,no to 1 ta c1 .. 10~.::1 t1nd the bo.ttle wao ,.,on by t l,o pow

ut!lOX" cJ:.1,x,ified t h:to Mattor of the e£

r i c c of :01;,, Bapt i otn e~i-OC1dl. l.y f'or t i10 · OUllU--11 am.ttOZ' ao 

Ii' t !1e a _.,tism ot c!.1ilchtem uero :,ot!:l!ng, then oorto1n1y 
t l.01"0 wo •l ~. not be a · sinGlO i:)C •so11 on em.sth \ibo would 
t l"al:, u eak a $1n(;l.o word about Cbri ot ( ~ c . o Cbr1a-. 
t .. tm). nut ainca Cbt'.i. t moot cc1 .. tninly bostO\ra tlle 
1 iol · Jp:i.rit Cann t m.1a con.firms baptism), ror DerD81'Cl, 
Do11ev .n t w_-.n ~ Ocr:.ior. , a nd Jo '!'! nuss and t .. 1e Sp1r1 t, bG
cou :.,e t h s 1a Ood1 s fork, b ... 11.ovo tho cfot"e t ~mt 1ntant 
n9~i s i!l truo . now clo you lt.1ot. t h: .. c :.· I ooe t he wo.:

io,.•.rul. wo1•1:s of Cod, I ooe that ! e blla ganot11'1o4 many 
and t.:iva n then1 the !lo1y ~p1r1t •••• l"J 

. 
The r e oo1 1pt1on 0£ t he cross of w!'11ch the Chri&t1an become a 

po.rtn:: e11 t m.,oue;h Bapt:tem is scaled to him as otton ae b8 

doc 1"E>s i t :i.n tho second oacranent, tbo Sacrur.ie,nt 0 1' the Al• 

t tt1'• oa t ho u 01 .. ds and 1:,l'omisea or 0}l1"1st deolare1 "Take, 

eat; th:ta is my bod7 •••• Drink ye. al.1 of 11;J £or thi■ 

!u :uy blooa of tho new tosto:nent, wb1ch 1s aho4 £or many 

1"01"' the rerrd.aoion of _s:!.na,1120 and aeoJ,n: 11 Tb1s do ;ya, aa 

19r,,uthoi-• s · orks (Ph11ado1ph.taa Hulllonbe~G Praaa, o. 
19!;;9 ) Voi. .$1. ~&;';-

20,i-iatthew 26:2G-~8 . 
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o!'t a s ye dri nk it, i n remembrance of me.1121 

Th i s faith. which 1a auch a certo1n. sure thing, ma7, 

nevert:lele as be vory frail. But like t ile life or a new 

b orn i nfant, no me tter how easily it could bo oxtingu13hed, 

i t i s s t i ll r eal and certain. It io something wrought by 

t he .loly Spi rit. It is t he trust1:n:; confidence llh :i.ch ac

copta t nd celieves a s true t ho certain promises o!' Ood L"l 

Chris t . Ver y l i ttle else in Scripture may or need be under

s t ood. Th e l·mowladge of (¼od 1 s t·lord may be negligible, im-

9er f ect and hazy . Just as a little infant, looking about 

it , s e e n ev er y thing in tlle rooan yet ooropranends so little, 

so mnny new born babes i n Christ can be aware of tho fact 

t hat God bas and i s spenkins to them through the Scriptures. 

and t ha t t he 3criptures are His Word, and yet conp-ehend 
. 

ver y l i t t le o!' it • . Tli:ia, o!' course, is not to be the final 

c -,ndi t i on of' a C11r!stian, nor can a Christian claim "imper

fec t" 1::nowledge o:f' the ocripturos to cover up wilfu1 per

version of' the Scriptures, transgression of their c1ear in

junctions, or stubborn rejection o:f' their evident ordinan

ces and i rBplications. But as new born babea. who deaire the 

sincere milk of the Word, Christiana are to grow bJ' the 

same.22 and come to perfect manhood, even to the stature Gr 

tha :f'ulness of Cbrist.23 

21cor. 11:2.$. 

22I Peter 2:2. 
23Ephesiana 4:13. 
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,, n •'i;' er n~pect o.i. s t:vint f e .i tb is t lio.t it con and quite 

often cvldcn tly d oe a e j::i t in t he llecrt:; ot t 10~e who hold 

erz•..:mec.us co11copt:: concern· n£; c if:tio.n coctrint and l i fe, 

on i& c~cmr;lif od by ,~cventiats , Bue· mo te~, om&n Cotho-

1 cs, Sr.vatl o~i te, 7cc , . ongst Pl l t b vsr1ou s dencmine-

tlo nn • 11 rr.:s" of Cl ,..i tandem ~ To l"cquir e perfect end 

f 11 !rno:i'lod,.,tl or tOd ' s reven.l cd t r ·1th f or accept ance into 

t .. e .t 1"'--do:-1 -.f ijod i s tc rnal e entr:m ce into t c s e e cond1-

"'· i..1 01: : •. 11.:.;, ca the ba:::i.c c:1d f m,da,nental concept of t :ic 

:t l11.:rfo.: 01' :,;rac~ ,11 b,.- t•b ich t he Sav.&.o .... hes n t come to con-

1kr1"".,1 hit ~o . nvo ai11nor s , nnd declares " whosoevei- belicneth 

. Hh r. ~: : r.1 ric '; :,er sh., 011t have evor1 ~s t i 11 l i f e . 1124 

·•,~.:- t i.i.•·t" , f co111pl cte :·:iowl edge u16 t r u undol:'stondin cf 

· 11 Cru•10:;1, n doctrlne , ere a pl"e - r e c.ul site f ozt s aving 

i ~r ov~n the ClO '~ • l eorr.ed and col'rectl:, i ndoc trinated d.1.v:tne 
!)5' •- o JS onlJ in :;,,, rt.~ Tllcre are a. surpri sing number or 

thooa , ·1ho by their con.L ossion eviden tly b elieve in Christ, 

yst ,rho ncvcrthel csa are not well-inf ormed and p l'operly in

doct1•inated Christian s. J.any cler gymen only partly under

stnnd the trnths of God' s Word and i r.. t _cchin.; and practise 

o:t.'ton _ cveal. gr ofJD .~. t;,,or ancc a nd misunderstanding of i mpor

t nt and even basi c scriptural tenets, such as, fOl' example 

24 John 3 :16. 

25I Cor . 1.3 :9. 
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th2 £fi a c.. o:r f. y 'Rap t1~ and the purpose or the doc-

tr ne o!' El c c ·t:ton . le cn s e of t he ent d 1 V9r e1ty o.f' bac c-

cr cm d a:id outJ.ook a:nonest Clhria tinns , of t b.e l eree n u.mber 

of' inst:t tution ot' r e ! ,:. i ol,O tt'ninine , of ·the ereot vari ety 

or rel !,;i.mu1 ot, nions and or t he almos t " fin1 t o variety of 

CA 1ni tlon :>f the cfoc r L.ea of Scri ~. t ure, _t i!l not surpris

• n·: t !1r•t fet~ ni nister , ,ranc hers aY\d toa c bcr., of t hs Go ~pal 

nr cor•ectl y ndo~tr neted. ! ~ t ney do not under stand tho 

?"\lih cl .., 1 and COY'"'ectl y , t!,eir e op le will not b~ cor

r t l:le l c s s , ,1e 'mou t b.r;? .. wbere,,cr t he ,-os

r,r :i. .i!'I r,1"ocl niri10d a nd t h e Sacran1ents tu"e celobrated, evon in 

t·; c n1rc" of t ·,e tint .ic i s t,. t here s o,ne ht?!? rt~ ere b l ov-

~ !., th Cos el nnd a r e b in£ r ocJ.!':' i med 'b , C iet. 

l t is ?mt s:> d i !'.f' 01 lt t o under t and t ha t savin:; fe.1 th 

is c .if1tc--: t do~p t c loclt o c mple t e ~o :led _e of the Scrl?

turl'!~. b11t u• n t :ts harder t o c or ~ l'ehend i , t he cssibi11 t7 

of savi g .fn i ;h cont:tnui g in the heart o'!' those who ::eep 

n adher i ng to ex•roneouo op nions and 1'ol e teac."11n s. On 

th.e one .nano , t !'l r e 1 tho II be. py inconsistency" of ,~hich 

Dr . F .. :F-ieper rreguentl y apoke,26 wllereby a t heologien•s 

personal fo_ t h i s nt var·ance with his .ublished views. On 

t h e other hand , t here s t he weakness of humf!n nature., the 

erversi ty and c rruptnoss of t he carnal mind, the objec

t ions of unbeliof, t he littleness or faith, and wilf ul 

--------
26pranc1 ieper, O.brist~an Dorptic (St. Loli&: Con

cordia, c-195O). I., 72, 114. 
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i:luence or 
cor·ly t :•elning • 1d r elitious b:i.a.s, t he unf'01•tu -

i, nto cJ; ct or ovcre. yh.rrni.. , the l ack or a co. 1r,1"'ehtms:i.•1e 

v l.a l· __ ,: t' e "'m1lo":, of f'o i th, 11 27 n,,d. t _o tlof:i.ci e~cics and i,. -

,. der~ua .. •: .. , ,. 
.., "' - :,.L ~"; iri·~•.u1l t: 1 · · t;e.1 ~e11 t; . A.:.1 tl e ce s tW>l'ti~n o 

.v:l.n ralth ,. !" 1•u i i.. ~nd s·,el y 

t ne u:::1rnlng mu~t be •i en that whil e t he 

tra~lc lo ... s :i. U:1.. l i fe ll • war!:. 0-L u i.11"'~.utia11, a s 

tu::;_c. on t he f ounch-i tion c_ Jesu.a O!·.ll·iat.--~ol d , sl ~-v -;,;r ., 1>re-

cloi;.:.: o t ona2, wood , nay., s t uo'bl • 

.:'ler ":,· .r.an 1 c vcrk ::.hall be 1r:· de 1:ia11.i..:C'est: "or the de.y 
shell declare it, because it shall b e r evealed b y 
· lre ; and ·the .f l z•e s hal l ·::r;; eve r y !nan 1 ,. work or w l8. t 
sort it :ts. If any man I s t•i ark abide • • • he shall 
receive a ret a rd.. I f 8 !1Y f si I s work · all be IJurned, 
he s hal l s uffer loss.: bu t he h i mself s hall be save d; 
yet so ns t irc . .. -0 

Just a s _ivl11£ i ;; and Zte1' t he f l esh zill bl: ing death and 

2 7P.. omans 1 ·_ : 6. 
20I Cor . 3:12 -15. 
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conclemnation., 29 oo pernicious adherence to error a gainst 
bettex, ' r.n~t:ledc;e , a l so in. non- f undan1ental doctrines, can 

c o:ttpl c tel y annul a av:l11g faith.. The Se.viour clearly brings 

ou t t he sori-:>usn<:!SS ot c on tinuance in and 1.Jrocle.mation of 

Ol"r or e ve n in t he r.1os t minor n13tt ers of doctZ'ine when He 

wor 11s : 
11 

,11.osoever t herei"or e s h ell break one of these lt:l ast 

com 1ar,dc:1e ts, ond s hall teach men so, e s hall be cal led 

tn, e l o s t · ...,! ki ~ 1130 '.!.n ... ie ng c,on1 of h caver1 • • • • 

t-JM le i'i:; can be a mucl'l debated theolof-;ical question 

as to t..J.ilen cr1u tinuence in e1 .. :ror and s:ln destroy saving 

uith,31 it is evidont t h~t saving faith i s im ossible when 

n .crscni it,;nor n t of the t r ue God ~ of Christ, the Son of 

Go<.l, o · the ,;.oanin :.- or s i11 and i ts @lil t , of t h e Saviour's 

c. · on tl'lcnt an d o!' t he hope of t he resurrection. st. Paul 

as!cs: 1: 1 ow t han s hal l -J.;hey c t\!. l on him i n whom they have 

29Romans 6 :16 . 

3 °m:i t ·t b et-1 5 : 19 . 

311 11 the Sept embe r I s sue (1959 ) o:!' nEt ernit:y11 (Phila
del phia : Evan,Jel icel Foundation I ncorpornted, c.19.$9'), P • 
13, t i ere oopeared a " ~-o" a nd " Yes" column on the question: 
0 t-1ust Chr i st be Lor d t o be Saviour?" Dr. Everett F. llarr-1-
son, pr o:ressor of' I:Jew Tes tament a t Fuller Theological Semi
:1ary 1 Pasadena , Celi.f' . contending " Mo, 11 state d t ha t if we 
ma l!e submission t o t ho Lordshi ::>1' Chri st essentia l to sal
vation we 12\te our snl va tion to b e b worlcs, we negate the 
b-el.iever I s s e curity and we 1•un counter to clear scriptural 
teachine . Dr . Jo:m R. Stott, rect0%' of All Soul.• s Church, 
London ., cont ending "Yes." stated tha t a f'aith that does not 
include s ubmission to t he Lords.hip of Christ is an incom
plete f a ith. When any ~18n comes to Chr i st for rest, he must 
a lso tal:e Chri s t 's yoke as Scrip ture teaches. 
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not 

00l ieveu? and h ow shall t hey believe on him of whom 
t h8Y havo t1ot 11"".~-rd· ... 11 ?.2 t 1 id t t ~ .. .::. , - I s also ev en ·hat when a per-

son comas t o know and unde1,s tan d such f'undamental doctrinea 

as t ha TI-in ty, t he Atonement ond t he esurrection, and then 

denies t :1e ,1, that .ho is 1, ot and cannot be o disciple or the 

Lord ., and t hnt he h as n o s avi 11s !'ci t h . If a 1>erson from 1£-
. 

110"-"._".nc"' OI"' f 1 di d ~· ~ ro. m ~t aken pre j u ces an bias denies such iro-

portont uoctri nes as Baptism.., the Scrip tures a.s t he Word of 

Go<l., t he :1ean s of Grace., t b.e Law a nd t he Gospel, th.ere 1s 

OOiJlC thin~ Wl"Oll(., li'i t h his .t:ai t h , but he ms y still be.ve sav

i n~ i'oii..h .. Bi.\t l e cannot have saving fa ith i f he denies or 

i'•'i s •i:io · - l ieve 01 .. be awar e of t he object or saving :f'aith. 

~1.1v~nt; sith., ~,hilo it is dopendent on the knOliledge 

o:. t 1e fundm,10ntaJ. truths o:r Chr lstianity , is h owever, not 

clc;,oridcnt on ext ernal c!lttrch connections. t·Jhcre the Scrip

tu:-es r..r ·i.r.i.u5ht and t he Sacrar11ants arc edministered 1n 

t : eir ,ur i ty, t here t he oly Spirit io working and true 

fsi t h i s bein5 qui c <.ened i n t l1e heart ond sinners are being 

converted, justified and s anctified. Thia i s God•s pi~omise 

• • • shall not roturn unto me void. 11 33 Where, 

however, t he Gospel is seldom proclaimed., where it 1s ob

scw. .. e d b y tl e social Gospel, \'Jhere 1 t is entra melled by 

human 01.,dinances. or undermined by retionalisttc cav1111nga, 

ther e it is dii'i'icult fo1• the seed of the Word to produce 

32llomans 3:16. 
33rsa1ah SS:11. 
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suving faith . Nevertheless , it must be maintained thnt 

u_ r ove:ra t he Go spel :!.s procla.imed and t he Sacraments are e.d

nin:lstcu .. ed, t here will be so1ne believers. In consequence it 

muot e asserted t ilat t he1•e are t r i o children oi' God in 

ev c1 .. y Cbr i stian denomination. 

It i s t ' .:ls f'ai t h wh.i.ch trusts completely in Ch:raist Je

s1.ts n Saviour uhich gi ves r-acmber s hi p in t l1e .!:!!!.!. sancta. , 

t he one h oly C.hr istian Cilurcb. and maltes ruen heirs o:r the 

·e t,.dom of hea •en . Th os e wht"J have come to 3.1 ch i'ai t h are 

ii!1; e lect o! God , c osen be fore t he foundation of t he ·1t1orld, 

c · l l c d by t he I ol y "pi r1. t, justi -=-1ed b H.i. a .::.race, and _ re

:.:c ·•.,·:.:d l.o o t 1rr1ul life b y f.is power . Th~Ls membership i n 

"Gt!C U ll t ncto. i :.; neither dependent on &ood uorks nor on 

ce9th end co p l e teness o.f c :1rist1 n lcno· lodge, but solely 

ou 1ot fai th 1-1hi ch a ccep t s t he promises and mercy o.f God 

in Ch1 .. 3. t. Saving i'e.it h is t hat act t·!he1•eby a Einner 1s 

cl l.lnt.:ed :'i.n h i s !leort , b o1--n anew b y t ho Spirit of God through 

t he: :ro t or an <l t! e iiord, 30 that he looks upon Christ 1n 

f alth, even s t he Israel ites looked upon t he brazen ser

pen t o!' ?-loses, and i n believi ng were healed of the poisonous 

bi t o s .34 S:> t;he sinner is cleansed and justified by his 

faith in the ctonement o f Christ, a ccording to t he promisos 

of t he Gospe1.3.5 

34Numbers 21 :6-9 . 
3.5Jo1m 3:16. 



This ia t le f aith u ch ju~ti.fics a ncl saves. It is no 

... oro and llo l e s . .. An a dd t1on is 0£ t ho la,-:. An,:, protes

tction or hu ruln urit or ac eve~ent by ~ay or aanctifice

tion or hotter• un<lorstond:tng ao boing en indis pensable ad

j unct l:i o av. ng r 1 t h , disqual. .fi&s a :~arson from salvation 

by r~oce t bro ~h faith. oven a s the Scr1~tures say : nBy w;-ace 

nr•, -:,·e savod throu5h .fo5.th; an d t hat riot of - ourselves: it 

io t he :_.ift or God : not of uor t s • • • • 11 36 and a .;ain, 

" Chriot ·· bocomo or none e!"J'oct unto you , uh~3oevor of you 

arc ju ti i od b t !w 1:iu; e are f a llen 

36]~ h<;3lano 2 : 8-9 . 

37r a l a t· an s S:4. 

om ace . 11 37 
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'tho r,r11ue :,urpose of t he Saviour I s e arthly min i stry 

wss t o l ay iihe 1"oundations for the e stab l ishment of' t h.o 

eternal ld~•dom· oi" heaven, t e kin5d om or God. i\fter He 

uao uccm bsptisoc an d lis heavenl y Fe .. b.e1• had confirmed His 

:n·~ssion , Jesus c a:11e t o Ga l i l ee pr eaching : 11 '11 e tlme is f u.1-

fillc:d, one t..iC:! rin~. ·ou1 of od is et land : re_ ent ye, and 

b\,;l ic:vc the ~o p e l.111 For t ile coninc of' thio .: in .. ;dom fie 

tcu!)1t !!is d:i.s c:i l e s to pray •2 l\lready in t .eir own l ife 

t ·, c l ts bn So c nature would be manifest, for ir1 connection 

l:i t h !Iis comine in t ile s l ory o.r His Father, tll.e Saviour 

111n ·e l:iu-.t puzzli nt. , b ut deepl y s i i f icant c:ie cler:.1.tion: 

11 t:.r·:i.1 ._ l s o · unto you, There be s ome standing bor e , w i ch 

s hall not t a s t e dea t h., till they s ee t l e ~on of man coining 

i rJ h ls l:in..,dom. 11 .3 By liis two.fold command : n e converted" 

nd " -a,,1 1evc t he ·· osp e l 11 the Lord makes eviden t t hat this 

new ii1,.1msc endent reol i t y or the ki ·dom of eaven mus be 

l a l d h old of by faith and by t he radic a l t rans:f'ormation of 

our r e lationship to God.4 So o£~ec tive and so s~irituolly 

1 iarlc l: 1!1 .• 
2Luke 11::i • 

.3 ,taT-thew 16: 28. 

4Anders N:-,•zren ., editor, Th is is the Church ( Pb.iladel
phia : i•luhl enbe1'"g , c. 1 952), P• 29.- -



27 

stirring was t he 1,re chin,., o .. John t he Baptist as ho called 

upon Iarncl to r epent i 1 preparation for t he kinGdom of 

heaven t . t Jesus e .. :clnirued: " P'rom t h.e d.a J s of Jon..1'1 t he 

B ptist until now t he ki n .,dom o:f heaven suft,orod violence, 

and t h.c violent t al,e it by f orce . 11 5 

The ChUI'ch t11hich t ho Lo:r-d came to establish by the of

fer. l c u of Hi1nself for sln:, and a i e.inst l-Juich. the gates 

or hol l "'ball not . -r ev nil. uu1 t he lci11 · dom of God in 1 ts 

e .rtiJ.· f'o1•m o s t he kingci:>n1 of gr-ace :, the representation in 

t i-~ ·- ,. orld nd at.,e o! t hot wiu.ch is to c ome . Thie ChUI'ch 

U A& c.nd is rus body ~ 6 Those in whose he~r ta repentenco and 

so l nb o 1 t h have boen wroucht b y t he pouer of t 1e Tloly 

::.1,1i,.1 t t hro1.1~ t he Wor d and t he Sacra ments hsv·e boco!"l!O .nem-

1:ei•s of ,t: s body . 1!e is t 1eir • ead , and t hey a1•e 'His mem

bers. Ue ls t he Vina . They re the branches. They caru,ot 

l ive sport from tli, nor can t he~ do anythin · with.out Him. 

Th oy live alone by t e power of His c;rece • ·7 even as tho be

l ievers under t he Old Testament covenant live d 11 by every 

word tlw t procoedeth out of t he mouth of God,08 and drank 

Sr. 11tthew 11:12 . 

6I n the openin~ chapters of "This is t h e Church" Anders 
1· 1~en o nd An ton li'r i dric hsen c !'ci'ully lnvestive.te what is 

met.int by tllo 11 Church 11 as t he Corpus-CtlI'isti and th.e rela
tionsh i p 0£ tho c hurch to t he kin5 dom or God or t h e kin&;dom 
of heaven. 

7 John 15 :1-6. 

Ooeuteronomy 6:3. 

-



28 

or th::1 t; s omo sp iritual Rock which was Christ. 9 Hereafter 

t hey would r ei n in His e ternal k1ne;d orn as kings and pri ests. 

There t hey woul d behold His gl or y , t hey would be sustained 

b y Hi s power , they woul d be f'ed .from His t hrone, they would 

be cheered b y His presence , they woul d be unspea kabl y happy, 

c onfirn1od i n t heir s tate of e v er l astin5 blessedness. In 

t he re~ener uti on ., wb.en t he Sou o f' il[an will sit upon t he 

t hrone of Hi s &;l ory , t hen those early di s cip les who were 

close st to Him., ~-1:i.en Re c ame to e stab l i ah Hi s kin;;dom, would 

oit ·· on t1-1elve t llr onos ( t .i1e p l a ce of Judas be in undoubt

edl y taken b y aul), 'ld they woul d judge t h.e twelve tribes 

of Israel. Thus t he I,or d in an e ar t hl y p icture and in the 

l :..n'-·;110..:;e of t his -.: orld de scribed '£or His t welve di sciples 

the consummation of t be kin. dom o!' hea ven.10 

.uut whil e it wt-ts and 1 s in t hi s world , t he New Te,sta

:nent Churc h., which the Lord ha d cotne t o es t ab l i s h., which lie 

b oui§lt wi t h Hi s own blood , a."l d which t he Hol y Spirit is ga

t herine together by lli s efficacious 11orki 11g t .hrough the 

means of 6 rs ce., was not t o be an idealistic s t ete of tne be

l ievers , but a f unctioning., a cti ve body., a midsi onery 

chur cn ,11 l ocal., vi sible and yet 1nvis1ble.12 All who. 

9r Cor. 10 :4 . 

l OMe 'ttllew 19 :26 . 

11111:ygen., .2E.• cit • ., P • 42. 
12It is noteworthy t hat t he distinction we are'obli5ed 

to m.alce between t he vi s ible a nd the invisible church for 
doctrinal clari ty, is not made in t he Scriptures. 
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bel ieve 1n t ue Lord or gl or y , t h& Saviour of sinners, are 

member s of t h ;.s gl orious eccl.esio. , mambers here in the king -

d :,m of ace., and joi nt heirs of t he ?cingdom of glory. Be-

ing member s ot' Hi s body t ho., po.r t a ke of e mystic, s uperna

"i.ui .. e.l , s i r i tuol, Vet truo and reel oneness. They ere 

j oJ ned to:.;e t h er into ol'.le body ., i'o:..• tbl..,ouf,h t heir f'oith in 

Him and a ccept ance 0£ Hi m ao Saviour and Lord, t l ey have be

c ome " ,1e v1ber o or JAi& body, of llic i'lesh ., a nd of if.is bones •1113 

~:, he l , uQ u nderstand t he myster y of t he un1oa betueen t he 

Lord and those who bel ieve i n Him, His Chw,ch, the a postle 

r C' l co. p z-ca i t wi {;h. t be u 1iot1 of a husband a nd wife 1n 

,narr.:c'::,e , who Joined toE,;ether bec ome "one f l e sh." 

T!Jis :Jew ostarr1e.i'l t Church is o:r on e b ody and one Sp l r

i t . It h e a bce11 celled and brought to.;e t her by tho one 

h o•.;e --C::r :t st 1 8 reconcil i ation of God and rr1a11., a11d uod 1 o ac-
" 

ce. tanc e or t !J.:ts pl ' U!Jiatory sacrifice or His Son b raising 

ll. ?lJ f."rom t he dead. It has one Lol'"d• one i'ai th, Oi'le baptism. 

It !'las one God, and one Father, wh o ls above all and throuch 

all n11d · n all..l 

Thi ~ essential oneness of all believers in Christ is or 
God an d f rom God. As i n t he f i rst :Adam, who sinned., the 

whole redeemed rac e ls e unllJ a unity. I n Christ, the 

Ohr is t1am~, though many Ell'& 11 one man. 11 1.l'hc masculine "o ... s • 11 

Th e Sc1,ip t ure s know t he only .2!!!_ church. 

13EJ.,hes1ens S:3J. 

14.;phes:tans 4:!~-6. 
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.. , ot ·the neu,t er 11 en11 or Galatians 3:28 gives us this vivid 

c oncept of o.11 b elievere through their union b;, tai~h in 

Chl"ist bee m:i.nG "one person. 11 A~e ~n. in t he metaphor of the 

Bl.ti l ding wl1e1"ea s 1n I Cor. 3:11 Jesus Christ ie thO founda

tion , i :'lphe..-s. ans 2:19-32 Jeauc Christ is tne chief corner 

stone and the apoe tles and prophets are the f'oundation. yet 

" t he buil dinG ri tly t romed tos ethor groweth. unto an holy 

tom,. l e in t he Lord ," we see· the essential oneness of the 

Church . Even :nore clearly and incontrovertibly does the 

a ostlc e s t a bl i sh t h ia es2ontial. basic oneness of the New 

T·•ftsm~n.t Church in I Cor. 12, where he u ,sea t he analogy of 

the body . The body i s one. It has many members. But as 

·he me01ber s of t ha t or.e body, thouG!:J. many, being members. 

a~ one body--so i s Christ. Ir they were not members, 

where wo ul d be t he body? 11 But now Elre they many members• 

yo t one boc1y ." The c on~u.'lllil8t1on of' this unity la brought 

ou t by the s rune ap ostle in the first chapter of the ~p1at1e 

t o t he Eph es i an s where i1e sta tes that the very purpose or 
God, ye s, t he good pleasure of His Will is in the fu1neaa 

of' time to " ge. ther together in one a11 thing■ in Cbriat •11 

Sver ythinli i n creation end redemption reveals the exceeding 

c9"eatnoss of God's power and His unsearchable wisdom, when 

He raised Christ from the dead, set Him at His own right 

hand• and "put all things under Bia f'aet ao that He might 'be 

t he head over all things to the church, which 1a H1■ body, 
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t he f1.\lness oi' .Ui m t at tilleth all in a11.•lS 

The unity of the Church is a \\nity which knowa neither 

s ex nor e.ge, neither color nor race, ne1 t her boundory no:r 

time .16 I t is a Wlity of which ev9ry child of God beco:ma 

a port a tel'" because of !.is f ai th in the Lord as Lord and Sa

viour . I t is not dependent on t heir merit or demerit, on 

t heir 010wl e d a e "r 1enorance, on their sp1ri t~al strength or 

t ho weal'=l'les s o:r t h.e fle sh. Tlle children of God become one 

b ~, t .. s i z• fa i th. in the Lord. No nm:i nmlces t hem one. No man 

can destroy t e ir onenes s in the Lord. It is not a unity in 

ortb otfoxy , 'bu t en organ i c and vital. unity in the bod:, of 

Chr.:·u~', , as Dr . B1"ux c onte nded in hls, investigation of the 

r i ssouri Luthe1~an pos i t i on with respect to a.I'ayer-f ellowship 

wi t b CbI•i~1ti a na of' other deno?tl'lna t iona.l 7 It is a myster

i ou s unit y bayo.nd t h.e power of human description. no thot 

St . oul stralns l an ., 1&6C in l'lis et'l'ort to describe it e.t

r ect ivel y .16 But although rr1:\rstical. it is an actual and 

real mity . It is a unity which eiubraces believers ot both 

Co~,enents:, t he Old as uell as the liew 'restament. It ia a 

unity which reflects and is incorporatod 1n tha unity vbioh 

l ~phesians 1:22. 

16aa1e.tians 3 :28. 

17Adolph A. Brux. Christian P:rayer-Fell.owsb1p an4 Un-
ionisn (Wisconsin: Pamphieti. 1935), P• 6j. --

lcp. II. Knubel• Church Unity (Ph11adelph1a1 Unlte4 Lu
theran. c. 1936). p . 34• 
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e :a.
st= b it•:ee:.1 t h •ether and tho Son. 19 It is the unity 

o r C · l ... t:inn .f.ell o t,s · p L t he Lor~, w: i ch is experienced 

bc.rore it: io ,,cfin~d ~r Y~pl a ined. 20 

'rhi onsness of spirit t he oarly di.s cipb s experienced 

1.n 8 :,1o~t 'Won~orful trt&n.-,er , ~s aftsr Pe n tecosc t i:" .. ey all con 

tinue wl th one a ccord n _ rayer,, in b re ki n£; cf read ,, in 

.f cll cwr-i t ip II i r t ho m1.1,.tual e . aring of cert nl :;oods, in c;lad

na:;:,:. ord ~11 lonos s or e 2.rt .. 21 Tl s un::. t y ·wa s i n Ch.rist 

br t.· ;.. t a b ou t t.y their uur eser\ired ncl wholehearted acccp

t._ncc oE t.1. apost l e s c octrine. Tt_ls deg 11nity- and sin

c..l cncn5 or .b.Ja1,t s sti..l the not-:f.ni'rel'juent e.::perience of 

r; ,t:1:., r ou·1cod con, reu1t ... c .s. It s t he com.""lon experience 

~-! •. c :~ t, c·~ on :1i:out their coromon So.'/:. :,ur they bec ome aware or 
1;:;r.~.r ~.no sn in Hi m~ It is t he Cjt ,erience every soul-l•Jin-

r. r ·,r.::: ;.;hen .his convert f irct , s 11:lfests h i s Christian . . 
' 

. t-1 th. Ti.c.rc 11re .t·ew· j o s 1 ke th ~ joy of ~neness i n t h e 

!c1'"d .. Frorrt it s tc01s the cles~re ! "r ~onti11ued :fellow:ihip in 

t::~ ::,ord ., ~er f urther iscuss ions acou t •ir nnd His Hord, 

o nd ;r."'or joint-i 1•ayer to l i m. :-'l"O! i t t~iere developes qui te 

naturnl.-Y t he <io ire on tho pa1'"t of' Chri~tians to t!Bther to

get 1e1· .fol'" worship a n d mutual. ed1f cation e.nd encourage-

l 9 Joh.a., 1 7 : 21. 

2 ~uth. P.:>use and Stephen Charles Me111, editors, A 
Iii story or t h e Ecumenical 1,.tovernent, 1517-1948 (London:

• l • C • _,, •, l '154 ), p • 3 • 
21

Acts 2:h2-4.7• 
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ment •22 Tb.1~ i the rnoti va tin_, :>ouer. behind all congrega

tional ., 'i!c cl esio'tio J. ond synodical orga!lisati~n. Tb.is i s 

tr, dJna ,.ic or a ll tr11e ec12nien:i"'n·. 

Thi e !J.ni t y of the .opirit St. Pav.l bacl t ! -: Sphosien~ 

I:' r estl~· t o endosvor to mo1nt~1n.23 Tb.ey could. lose i t. 

'i'h.O.,' could de troy t. It waa .-,-:,t ~-: · thout re,i,c-:-,n t b..,, t t: c 

Lo •d .t:n -,.-; o ..;root h.:. h - _ 1•i estly r,r n .. ez, besought or l!:i.s F£i 

t"'"r t 1c t T;i s di c.:.pl os nlJ.r:;ht be one as no o.:-,d i s Ii'athtitr 

:•:•-r ..,; e •24 :Jo .!'01•~sa , 11 t ::Wt i-iould come into ~Us Church, 

rn,.,r-:1.1· .s, joal.01.1.sie~J co!'ltent.:.onu, n""r si s, ;.,e-rv rsion~, 

~--~= h l ... ,:,d~hed , as:.ecie y n co ,octi n ·wlt11 tha "bitter op 

,!.o!) .. • t: nn -,-r t :..e Antl c."Jrist.2 .$ 

··--- -·----
t!.2 t .l>:~cwa 1 0 :?.!, . 

23,;;_ihasi r s l~ :3. 
21~Jo.hn 17 :21. Re •elatj on~ 13~7 , 17 : 6 . 

25T:1.ou..:.h. t' is 1 ty f.or wi1.i.ch Chr:i.ot prayed 1s no._ to 
be interpreted as an o~bcnisati onal o~ cxternu1 unity of' 
the C i stian Clrrch , out a de~1er , ~ 1r1tual unity, for it 
includos all bel i evers of ever a.-ge yot how much offense 
wo, ld hav~ been avoided and how much 1-10uld n ~t t he cause of 
t ho kini.;dom of' God have been advanced had all Christ•s bre
tlu'e11 dwelt 1111d wor-kcd together in unity? Yet God in His 
power and infinit e 11.;. sdom is usi.110 even the disunity or 
Chr stendom t further t he bui lding of t !1e 1<1ngdom of .:.race. 
'!'ho very di v i sions within t he external church is a constont 
c hnllen~a to ever Christian e arnestly and continually to 
e ·· mine his own osi tion in the light or God• s \"Jord. and 1a 
productive o:r a certain healthy, conpetitive spirit. 
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wi t h C. istlans is an affront to our common Saviour. Like

wise, t a hinder .fellowship between Cbristian e,roups., who in 

Rj.ncer i t y nro s e c ldnr:; the Iiord is a t rue offence, a sco.nda

l ~n . To se t U!> barriers where t · .oy don 1 t or need not oxist 

i a soilis mot ical.. '1' e c o11science or western Christian civil

isation h e.s bec on1e dulled to t hi s of f ence because of a a

l one, 'barriers, b:ta s and pre judice, whereb:,- we lmow ?r think 

we :. ow t oo well the att itudes and beliefs of Christians ot 

denominations othc~ t 1&n our own5 But most miss ionaries to 

t _o leathen f ind t hemsolves conf ronted by thie touch stone 

oi ' chc: 1•ai t h . ~~tive co1'lverts desire t he feJ.lowshi_ o~ 

o i:;hcr naive con erts . The church. r t home is certainly con

sc onco - bou11d t o ri.t•orro its native c nverts oi' t he erroneous 

to chinu ~ end practices of other deno1nina tions., and warn 

t h.em ug inst such pervez•sions of t he truth, a s well as a

..;u i1st f o llowshi wit' • t hose wil.o are adherents o"l: error. 

:·ov c:ir t hol eos, i t is n ot a l ways easll!' f or Luthera:::i native con

verts , f or exampl e , to un erstand why t hey should not and 

c nnot bave Christian £ellowship with £allow nat ive converts 

uho have been bro1.1eht to Christ by e Baptist or an Adven

tist mis sioncry . There sre a s ur priEing number of people 

in our own corrunlmities, ,:ho in cbil.dlike simplicity argue 

t he same way. 11 ~1hy should not we Christiana all be one?" 

they ask And who will venture to deny 1t. for were not the 

i 'i rst disciples all one? This demonstration of tho unity of 

t he s pir1t--be it ln t he spirit or of the Holy Spirit and of 

which we still u & glimpses--~s t h ~ vis~on o~ t he oneness 



35 
which ah oll be all \; ' o arc Ohl"i st• s in t!le e;reat hereaf'tor, 

uhcn all tha t l1as split a d divided Cbr1::itc11do1n and rent 

asunder t hi s unity ln Chri3t is l"emm ed . 

This U 1lt y o:r t he chUl"Ch in Chris t will indoed be lll9.n

i.f'eot : '-rea.!'ter . 'Jut nl ao , : t i s sonot hin ue ca onl y 

ho o for i fai t h , for as r ool o d s r cctual ac it i s bc

t\,oen Ubrlst:.ans , t na t is , all who aru true belie~,ers, it 1s 

co guicltly obscured b t he dust of. t he i'losh , ·oy 1;e tty •·II'8D .,_ 

lln~:i, l ovolos:l os , 11 :r, sel.!'i shness , and r ut b.less ambi

i.:i.011, 'b:, Lile ~i,ue or huma s cc lo.tions wh ich depart from 

t .1e clo ... .i:• and e 1 ll t v1ooni .g of od ' s ·lord, b • t he dirt of 

c r. c.l ttltudes , nairow- ,11indcdness, b:i. gotry" i ntol orance 

:1 ~ • :i.•i.lsn. "':,l • .1lere ue lose sight 0£ t h i s w1ity uhen 

u:,n.(J.-.o. ted b t he necessl t y o:r oleav1n6 ·to tlle ·i;;r uth in the 

ucc 0£ o, times cur and r es octed i'rie:ids, who f or some 

.':1-0.•tn•ouc iblo l" a on 1' 0,er t. ol:r.> o~m raistaken interpre

~c..tion:s .,;o -~he c l ear ~crip t ures . lle1•e we a re not ab l e to 

·.r :i.l : •1l t ·-;, :Shose uhom we are n ot in a[:;I'eewent . 2 6 Iere we 

i,lu t coniiinue l:;o c ,1£' s s nll t h e l'"u ths o Go c11 s · iord > even 

l • it l~ad: to &c Gratlon. 

-.r; • one11 s o "' t he spirit ,. ot.' tne ':Ju · lciing> of the 

body , t h ic unity whl oh God pl anr1ea and i'o1· whlch Christ 

pry d, carmot boa ~llysicol oneness, of organisation such 

as crass e cumenists look f or . Yet it is a oneness, which 

would manifest itself in unity, even in or,:;an1sationa1 
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unj.ty, else l ii :t s s el f - contradictory . This is a onone:Ja 

1-1.hich here ln t i e cl ur•ch 1nilita11t la broken by t h.c hypo •• 

Cl"it.:. o.nd t he crrorlct, hu·t; wh iol.1. he}:'enrt e,r in t b.e chu.rch 

t1"iuti1p~1ant will trul y unite all who a1•e 'i;n, Lo1..,a 1 .: . Thi3 

i;:; a o 1eno ... s w lch wil include ever y child of lAod .fr:>:n 

t,<1..i . a ul i.ve , .\bel, ;-nocb, 1•i£111t eous Uo~ , .t. aithful .Abra ham, 

t he ;-,ntrlarchs, Houes , t he 7 , 000 i:1 is?'ael, t .t.c 1;1•0phets . 

'liue ap:>stlo , t he earl C ll"istio.1,a, t bc sain ts of a ll a ·e s 

on to t ho last pers on born be.for e Jud . en·~ Day , w ·10 has 

bc.:e jrd inod to et~ --nal life . Thls 1s t 1e ~ sa.ncta, the 

one J.1.o l y C1u •ist1an Church, which emer gin g f:;.•om t he church 

rnilJ.~ant into t h cl urc 1 trium:,haut , will be found to pos

s e~= an o ~u i c unity zith lts head Clu•is t, in which t here 

uill bo no :nore <my schisms , differences, de·11iations , or 

h) ,POCl"'i::le s . 

1': oubh t l i a 1J.nity will be mac,ifest only heroaf'ter, it 

is t here noi . 



Iu t; .10 Cl"i~t ;;.rol se·n e t 1c '!1.urch .• G t ·1e uni vors o.l 

bod~· OA. ll i~r uo bol:i.evoro. i , 1.000 co1il.-,oa t1:>n la :mo1-:n on l y 

t o Cod. 'l't··· s ur1:i. v t:t• ::iol b t· y c oni.:;1"1000 tl1e bel !.ove r a o!.' t ho 

ClC.: nn ,,,ell 0$ or' t he "Teu Te atanta~1t. T.no:, 1»1vo boco o mo .

o 1•:.; o;.· «J!'n~.: tt t ' :3 body t h1"ough t heil" foi t!-1 i:n. t1.o o tonomertt. 

CJ ~1 , l ... :1om1 or1l to t 10 r .. ord :i. t a c a l led on 1n~ a· •l e 

· ~ s cllu c; · s 110 _ .. l a tonic concept, i:, · t a 11vins body . 

C:lr,;,::•ooocl oi' thooo ,, u ;--,o t bout):. p h.ycic:1lly · oa d are t'li t n the 

J .. o!'d f r•r vc1 .. , e.nc1 of t h .. a e ,, t•fri. still on t his oortn nro by 

rn: th mc?·i'bors :,f H:i.fl body . The scr:l;ituros do net distln

G !sh betuoe. t ho e wl o ro : ~ombors of tile e ::: t er nol c hurch 

nd tu-so m • e?"c 1:1onfl0rs 01· t. e !£!..... ~ncta. Thea o who are 

::iot r-1cmba1•t1 of t t,A, w:1e su11cta are •1ot Clll'i stlons. - ---- ' h.ey Gl'e 

:.1~t tllc Lord•::, . T ~o! ore m,t • of U1o b ody , even t .1ouch tboy 

r.10~ ~e 0 11 the l ocal chur c ·. Pecords, tlnd may closs1f'J' the!u• 

selves as Ohr 1ot1ona. T!looe wbo are of ·t ho Loi-d c"~ members 

0 £ ·u s body . Tho aro one w1 t i1 Hi m ond ono "'1 t u eooll other• 

oven thougll t he :; r a y not be aware or eaoh othoz- bore. Prom 

t ho ocrir, t12rol point or vi ew t here l s no need to d1st1n-
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guish be tween the visible &?Jd the invisible church. the 

church s~ricte dicta_and t he church l orge dicta, for there 

is no churc h , no e ccleeia• no body of Christ outside of 

l iving, true f aith in Him.. There is and can be only 00111-

munion of saints , ~ s oncta. 

:r:·rom t he hl1~nn, practical anc.i t heological point of 

view, i t seems to be desirable, even necessary to mnke this 

distinction, t hat 1-Jo rns.r unders t and truly and cor-rectly how 

ond where the Hol Sp i r i t i s at 1·1orl-c, and b:>w and under what 

co:nditions He E;e t hers toget her t he believers, as tar as that 

i s ~ossibl e in a ccordance with God•s self-relationship .l 

'!'he churc' do0a not come i nto existence through tile fact 

t ::,n t so e oi .. mony like- minded peop le unite t h emselvos in a 

c o:?rnon organis a tion . T.ile Church i s •cJiven i n an d w1 t h Christ, 

dls '\':111., a nd i!i s Hol y 8p1rit.2 Tho church is to be found 

wher tho true Word of God is proclaimed and tho Sacraments 

ai•e dul y administered in accordance with Cbr1st•s oom.,umd.3 

!herever Christians gather together tor t he hearinB of this 

Word and t ne cole or ation or t he Sacraments t here is a local 

c burch. ~lllerever people or a certain persuasion and convic

tion organi se t hemselves 111to a group (church)., t here is a 

lcompare Jol'ln 3:8 with Romans 10:13-17 and II Cor. 6:1-2. 

2Anders Nygren, editor. This is !a!, Church (Philadel
phia: I•tuhlenberg, c. 19.$2) • p-;--rrf • 

3c1arence Tucker Craig, The OnB Church in tho Light or 
t he Mew Test.ament (London: Epwo'l't'ilFress. c. 19-:s:n-. p:3n-;
guotes Luther and the Reformers to prove tbo.t tbe church ia 
a visible institution with de~iaite. visible marks. 



.3") 

donor- .nnt:ton . Tl. e tm-vcrool chttrch 1& n:,t t .ne sum total ot 

all l ca ch• cheo and all denomlnnt!o~s. hut t . o sw totol 

of 11 bcl lov s . \ h oever i'las an~ !tocp o C "1st•:: 1',ord bas 

C-J""" i ·c, 1-: I .... .., - anc.; t ho 11·a thar , nnd there l"' t as church . T!1e local 

cn1..1!'cl'l in "eod ra- suJ>i.l'osos tho F,resonoe 0£ bel!ovars 1n tho 

"' 1r ~ t ) . i · ut n o local church and no denomlns t1on csn oe1·1no 

i tne lr o::. t ~ o .!!!!;. ~.!.· ~:ho,..e t ho i· ord or v -od ls .:a1tn-

f .l:.,• .:rocla1 me d . o.r1t~ w~ ore t :10 Socramonts arc. trul;; admin-

1atcx·ed t ho · io o trne visible church, quolifieci, however. 

by t ~ic f :1 t h of t he gersona heerins t het i.i ord and pcrtakin,.; 

r t h !.'nc:o•m.:1cntc. 'l'h e truo v1s1 blo cllu1•ch cannot be t he -:-

1'" ., t;,;.c 11:,~ Cio:;: :.c:;nod o1.ther by pur:l t y of doctrine, or by 

ac.et :lt ;; ~r l l t'e ,_ or b y ~eal of aervice, thoug!1 t hoao arc 

0 1· a tr· e t,1ll'ist:tan !'a! t ll i n tllo lnd1vid:.tal. The true via-

{: lO •toly s1 .. :!ri t 'cl";ie bel ieverG 1n 01.i&"ist. w ·10 adhere whole

. ocr t odly and unroaervedly to n1s ~ord 0£ sraco. 

4.'ldolnh A . rux~ Christian ~:l.!£ .. Fell.oweh.f.,2, !B!! -n:on
i m (Hisco· sin: Par.1phlot l93!:i), P • 77, 1•Jr1ten: \· i1en WO 
's;eok of. a hr 1stian locnl con;Fe.,,at1on wo e1we:,"s Mean only 
t e Cil?':tst.ons or t ile beliovers t .. 1ot • ro found in tll8 v1a
l \Jle or~ r.1sat lon. Aloo tho J.ocol. cont;reJ ationa consist or 
bol i evc.rs onl y • • • • Al l activities t.uit are enjo1nod on 
t ho local cone;recotions, r or exam lo. ~.utual i na~uct1on 
and odnon1tion . oxcrc·ee or c hurch a1sc1 ... l :toe. BUt.J01'1nten
denco over doctrine and teoche~s. ~reaching the s ospel. ho~ 
walk or life., • tc. , .i roouppose in over:,• pose !ai th 1n 
Chl'"ist . ! n ot.her words• these net v1t1os .: roaur,,1:ose aed>Ol'
shlt:J in t be i!1v1a1b1e s ,,1r1 tual onw-cn and are an oxprea-
a :i on o .. d ~.an1tostat1on of such rnemborsbip.11 Dr. urux haa 
horo quoted fro~ Dr. iepor (1. c. 111. 483 £.). 
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Eve ?-y loca l churc~1 and every denomination is per !!. 1~n

p1.u-•.fect and l 01p11re. It contains hypocl' ites, unbelievers, 

impenitent sir1(1ers, and errorists. Bu.t we must dlstin.:c, ish 

he tue en t he local co grega tion and denornlnation, which ad

hc1·es to t he ·tr ':J.t h a ci the r,r a ctice or the oa e~ even though 

i haR t ho .... e witlli11 lt; who are r,ot or Christ and in Chl'ist, 

and ~.;he local oongre a tion and denomination, wh ich consti

tute s 1 t,~el f a distlnct Gl'OUp because or doctrinal aberra

t i on r.ir• .. ractice . A conzre eet1o.n or deno nination whic.b fos

ters or!' cially and as a policy anything contrary to God•s 

cl ear ~·10 1 .. d and co1nmand is to ·tha t extent disloyal to Him 

an . un:f'a:J. t hful to Hi ri1, evel"l though by a happy end fortunate 

inc n :i l s t e11cy5 1. ts iue111bero are members of Christ I s body by 

t neir fa.1th in Ili m. 

J\s we l ool~ back throu&h history ~-1e con see the reason 

£ or t he azis t e nce or the multitude of aenominat1ons, sects, 

;roup s and p ei,auasions. It 18 on , ver simplification to 

ma ke &l l t hese gi.~oups branches of' the Christian Church, for 

t he two terma are not com.'t'lensurate. It is a misrepresenta

tion of t:he biblical position to ,seek the contritution of 

~very denomination au a means for t~'l.8 obta!ning or the sum 

total of Chr i s tian truth and understanding. There is one 

txauth and there is only one way to und.erstand the truth cor

rectly, its own witness, even though its explanation and 

.$Francis · ieper, Christian Dog r.atics ( i.c·t. Louiaz Con
cordia, c. 19.$0), I, 72, 114. 
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confea&.1.on r1uly be made in d:lf..: e r e nt terms, from different 

p o:tnto o:r View end wlth ditfer,mt em '\&:sis. Every devia

tion ·"'r om t ~10 tr ·tb ~.o f)i"ror and 111Ust be labelled as auch. 

The gul J. t of' 'th o5e i:n error will be analysed and elaborated 

'l t 1.e neAt chapter. l~ 1"e .,_.,e are concei"ned id. t h t e cnuae, 

'ii 13 .z-enson f'or, anc t he bec}q;round of error , 5.n porvers 011 

of t . c truth, a,.-,d o:r t :i.o many :r~ult:,, unacriptural practi

uc::; Whi ch ht ve crep t i nto or arisen i n tb.a churches of the 

~,o . .1ld t od3y .. 

~·r octica lly ever y de nomina tion and currant reli i ous 

inov ":>·.1ent lu.rn ito r ooto in h istory. Indeed the.:"e is hardly 

to 1d.o.11 today, 111h:lch was ot loiown to th.a OlU"istiw.1 Ch1ll'"Ch 

or t 11 f :lrs t f'ew centuries aa Church History and t he writ

in •s of' t he Earl y F:itt ers so clearly damom1trates. T e hls

tor c&l ~ove l opmsnt from an :l.nit:tal confession or e v:Lation 

ce. 1 bo t raced in 1· ... actically ever::,' caae. By 1mi1 of 1llus

tro.t i:m we c~m see ., for example, 10w the wl-ole Roman hier

arc.hy devel :>ped f ro:n a rej.stalcer. understanding of the place 

t::;ood ,.-,or k:J occupy in t he li.t"e of the believer. Fro!ll the 

111.ts:inte r r,retation of St. ,Tonies I cleclaration: "Ye see then 

h ow t hnt by woz-ka a roan is justified, ond not b y fui th on

ly, 11 6 t here subsequently developed the whole iniquitous syo

tem of the Anticbrist, beginning with tile doctrine of purga

tory (593)., the claim ot temporal power (7S4)., tho celibacy 
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of t he clor ey (1075), the inquisition (1184 ), t he sale of 

- •1duJ.:.se nces ( 119 0 ), t1'"an:c11 ba t a t.:latio _ ( 131.$ J, t ,o adora

tion o:r ·;;110 hoQ t ( 122 6 )., ·l;h1'3 index l n g of t!ie ible ( 1~29 ) , 

t he ,:.,mpal bul l ., t h !:!!!!!!! sancta111 (13=..3) , the denial o:r 

the cup t o t he lcity ( ll~l5 ), cul .a'i.n:i ting in the offi cia l 

turnl.,3 ot t 0 Roumn !h "'Ch a t ths ~ouncil of l"8 ,1t i"ro1n 

t .;.1.e 1..lU th.,.>r t ~r of C.i-o • u '.Jord to tho r.u. t hor1 ty of tradition .. ., 

and the c ondo ,matlon and anathematisa t:ton or a l l t hose who 

teach ju ... t ficacion and e t ei•nsl 1 1:f'e b y f aith a lone (1545), 

ll!!d t } e 11 •. •oct:?ecln~ l nevi t abl ., to tha invant io:1 of ~t1.e 

•Jcap!. 1 00.":J (.. 6,}0) s the i ~'18CUl ato cone ption or J Bl"Y c1a:- ~, , 

(lt.6!1. ), t ho _roclamation of papal inf''lllibili 'GY (1870 )., the 

i::1v lid ., •cion of 1l!.Ll:-:.~r10.ges not performed by the Ro nan priest 

(190 ... , )., and · .1 1950 t·e no5tae. of J.la1•y 1 s assu~p tion. Under-

1:,ing v ~1 .. y fi'esh 1>0 version of th~ truth i s tho r:ni 3taken 

c on co t th.al;; good ,,zo:rk'i a _ .. e nacee::sn;.:-1 to salvation , and 

t:. · t it i:J t lie l"espon:iibil:1. t:7 o f t •1e church undel" its vic

oi•egent , ·the pope to show what c onstitutes ood WOI'ka. 

3imll &i"ly, we can und.--rstand t ho cause ~-:,r t he basic 

spl l'li be tween mast nnd ~est. Like,· i se, uc could trace the 

reuson for t he development o/ the rnany s ob.isms w1 t rlin Pro

testan'tlsm after the Reformation. There 13 tr.a i:>s:!ic cleav

tlf.e between Lutheran Reformed , the lattor:· failing to sub

mit to the complete authority of the Scriptures, to aclmow

lede;e the Word and Sacraments as the God-t>rdo.ined mans of 
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grace ., t ::, op;,reciD .o t ho m:,s t ery o ... t be union of Christ•s 

~w::,fo_d . utul'c , huroa..ri :an:i dlvine , t o r c c og:1iao t !..e b ~sic 

a if:!'el'"ence .. bet"!:Je\3~ r.im 211d o spal , t o a c~Gpt t he m;rs te:r.-y 

of· co.1\c s,L:>u and elect.!.on, e t:d t o d i =,tini,-uiah be :.t-zean 

:;t~t c end e lm.r el-. There ~l""C wi t h :i..a t!lo . 3f'o .... ~11Qd C:lW'cll.ea 

- 8 ~u=other cloa eoo denoted by tho Cal vi.ia ts , the 3yno~

:,.1st.; ., t ha t..i-me ion:.:., t .. 10 3apt 1st:J, t he ~nthuaiasts, the 

_J:.. t ls s , t.10 rlc l 1noss \¾1•0 p s ., t 

~' c t .. t: t1 .. :.1 t h ond t o be 1'ol l o\Jint: t h" truth, bu~ when tes

ted ar- i ,J;;t the y::irdo!.ick -,r u od • o •.-;ord , t i.a diccrapa:nc i es, 

,Jo, i.:t:lon.s a :·1 ~be1•1~ation.u ere at once ap c.r:mt. ~a s Eu•

l..lU G o..::: ~G ~ i s r.foviation fro:11 and lL-wifa i thi'ulne ss to God•s 

~:ord, ·u,1::.t is ro.oro scri-:, ... s is t!lst thooe w.: o e ::.pou ae arror, 

cla.:,, for• t .ncr:1::.al vos the right to their own i ntorpr otc.tlons 

n. d roq iru t h ... t tncir fellow orthoao:::. ~.br!ot.iun& recog.."liSe 

o.t h c.lcvia tio:-1s a :: being oi' a .. 1d f r•ou1 t.tw bpil"!. t or Cod wh o 

i.z ~ ic:.inc.; int o a ll trut h . ~hus error and \;rong pr ~ctice 

ere plQC~ 1 Oi'J ~!'le s:1me l e~1al a & t he tru ths ot' God';;; ~·ford, 

n t ho r::.. t _.!'actic e in a ccordance with i t . 't h ln is the 

es :ence of: tile " r.ioder n :r si~1 o f un:ton1sm, e;iving to error an 

equ a l s !:.andin · ·wi th t ruth. 

Moi, . ho~•:ever, the problem arises t hat to a la r s e ex

t ent t he i n dividual' s faith and ou tloo~~ ref lects hia en

v1ron111o·nt end hi& early training . The lnatruction be has 
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been gi ven se t s t he pa ttern or hi s thought and the colour 

or ··.s convi ctions, patterns and colom.'"s whicll it i s later 

very lard 1;o olt er., c or rect or chan .... e. The Ro:nan.:.sto are 

a l ways a:f'raid t ha t the evange l i cals ore oin~ to overt.brow 

sanctificstion. The Ca lvinists fear t ha t t he fincl sover

e i •1ty or God i s bein ~ u11der m1ned by t ho Arminianiat a. The 

Baptist3 ~re convi nced t. a t s a cr omont 2l ism is the only al

tcrn ... t:l vc to intel l i aerit c o- opcr st · on wi t h God. The modern

i sts taor bibl i cQl liter alism. The enthusiasts believe t hat 

l;h.e absence of t ha di r ec t worldng of t he t-Ioly S .. iI'i t leads 

to nomlnal Clu'":ts tie:11ty end " dead" orthodox:; . The pietists 

and hol iness groups are aure t ha t entiI"e sanctif ica tion 

must be t e go 1 of OllI'istian1 ty , else t .1e implications of 

the Gospel are d enied . li'ro,i t h i s point of view we can un

~o.i .. r·tand t he cont ent ion s of t he ecumenists t hat each denom.

in tion ha ::J s ome trea .our e and t hat t he oint of view of in

d:tv:tduol Chris t i ans is of such merit as t o be sought, rea

lised end a c cep ted a s a significant contribution or Chria

tlan e.xperience to \,1orld Christe11dor4. .But t be ecurnenical 

attitude goes t oo f a r when it gives to error the same sta:rxl

in5 a.s t he t I'uth, so that it 1s no lon er God •s Word which 

i s t he a r bitra tor end judge, but human appraisal and appre

ciat i on . 

It 1 s t his environmental bias, this persistence 1n er

ror, thi s overemphasis or one truth to the obscuring or 

even destruction of ot her important truths, an d the deter
:,1:i.ued adherence to Joc'lil"':l.i.l&l a ncl 1-'raot.lcal. aue1•rat lona which 
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cl~aveo Jl :iri::itendon1 i11to niany e;ttou s und ::ichisms. But "While 

this 1 s ·c· · , ti 40 d · i d d ' I 4 
t • d d 11 .1.10 e:q~_ana n .&. oi• a :s.. v· e UL" J. fl li9 i.l o ra, an while 

cvor;l C ' .&.Ct:i. n today f l ,.1 :3 hJ.ri1seli' a!'i'Gcted b;f thia d ... ver

" noetl th.is s t a te 

or o.r "o.i :r•=: c o t111ue , ,11d .. 1st t he indiviclual o .1•.: oti cn re-· 

ti :i. hi111sclf' t o hi s deno:ni ua tional 0O;.1noctlons becaaaa or 
thv ,:.;1 .. e rt ndous l11fh:.e .1ce of h ..s en i.riro r,1en t , :-tae:n for erJd 

'L',1 ve r-J· situation i a chal.lenc o which t.1e Lard i s ~iving 

o ::n s c. t ll"Ch :; t he t rue bel itrt;•ers w 10 cons ti tu te Elia body, 

tho~ .snncta , t o t est every opi r i t and to examine t b.em-

t o 11bot!1or or no t t ho., al'e in t he. i's1 t.1. 7 

b~couse initi ally every person l s a c.tlld ~f hla 

e in.it•onm~ t it is necODsa1•y for every be liever, especially 

f o!' ovci--y teac her and minist r in the chul'ch. e ernestly to 

e;: , l l.llC t1is o·~n 1:,ositiou , ond see wllother he is in the faith 

nnd -.10 l ldng and too ·:1.in J acco1'd1n r to t he fai ti'L. It is the 

i ndi vidual bclievc1• 1 s pe1'so11al, Spiri t-W1'ought faith in the 

-.,:r,1ioul" , which ti1Slcec hirr1 a ta.ember of' Christ•s kingdom., of 

t he ~ .!.e.--~• His denomim1tional connections may be 1n 

har ony or 1n dishar mony with the !!!!!, sancta. \lhen a Olu'ia

.tie11 f'inds t llat h:i..s denominational connections are not in 

acccrciance with the truths of' the Scrip tures. he must for 

tho sako of ·(;he confession of' t he truth sever !'11s associa

tions with s uch a heterodox c lmrch. Since con tinuance in 

7 r John 'pl, II Cor•. 13 :.$'. 



46 
mem >et•~hi t·1itl any cllm•ch iroplies usoent to thllt church's 

'l. ttchi.nr , a :Jeruon who acainst ,.io btn.ter 'kllo,Jledge er God1s 

l oru r c: ca i 11s i:•.ts .. ubersh:!.i;, ln s .. ch o. :1otc1"odox c,nn.'ch. en

dtin ·c:.-.:J u. cl e on ·tua_ly nesa!.e3 l'l~= mo:iiber hip 111 i;ho unn 

uunc u . 

1 o t urodox 011d 01,::eo 1eous ,;ractica can never .:-.dvei;11ce the 

rl1~uoU1 or vo a d .,,.,:tl • t. e ,a s&ncts. Yot i t is :ippai•fmt 

i.uut. liod i x H:Ls m~l'CY s 1:.111 uoe3 tho r .'.>WiJr j f. :i.!.s .-:.,1•d in 

.1 Ll.'3ro O.l: · u o:i.• l n churche& to bu · ld the :.ill!. s::.ncta. '.t'h.c 

lut;;..;l.:1u nurd at e:::pe:r indoctrination , t hat tiloy are m--ous

ln._, i ,1 :1tGmy a oe;. L'~r appreciation of 'basic scr· .:1 tural trutti., 

eve .. thoug:.1 ~hey s t ill ac.! ' uu•e to so111a of the aberrations of 

t ut3 1...m1u~ptia ·s . Sotnethi ng simila1• ia seea in co:inoction 

1r,1th iii·- lid· et1t i ~t s . T . . e i I' •ealisation of thg imminence o~ 

evange.!.ical zeal and 

act:l i'i.;y , tho12gh, alas i t is spoiled by the leaven or sab

ba innr .:i.a.11ieu1 auJ cbiliasn1. Thia is true even of the pa-

cy t•h.:.ch :1a~ s uch a world-wide religious and ~:ioral ini'lu

o:nce . Desp.'. ·o t he i'act t hat 1t is still :noni!'estly the 

cl ill'Ch o:i t he a1rt:tehriErt, many Roman Cati olics arc being 

.t. out\d 1)_y Clu~ist in tae midst of thei r earnest devotion to 

t he t h in.;,s of t h6 spirit. The zeal or coni'essional Luther

ans hes at t1,ues be.an shramed b ~ tile "°~1--ea t.er zeal of non-can

fes si onal and erring denominations, but ~rue raith always 

produces tho beat fruit. The consistent proclamation of 
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0 cl ndhGl9 enca t~ t llc full trut of God• s ,:Ord b:,- t h o con-

a l L1.: b 10 1 ...... u Cl W'ct .. oa .... nd t::i.11 ~o:iiiiuue lfo a~hiove 

i !.s od - ::i ... ~oint-::d r;oal , no aal y, t,1e etornal .:.alv t:l.on of 

soul s , w. Lsth c::• .: be ! n the local c o..i@•e " C& \;1 ,m, i ,1 ;;i'.1a 1ome 

o ... ~ f r ::id,l'). ml s o • .i.' iolu , i n :;t,..ri :Jt:i.a.1 aduce.lii:,n on a ·v•d"'"I 

l ove l., _r i . ·:1c ~1•of .:?sai • or do!'ence of t :1.e t ruth a gainst 

t ! c ..:rPor3 o .. '"' o ti1cr d0nor,1:lnutio.n3 ni1d i'al-:ie hopos or so 

, 11ll,J .f Jc ld~1•ldo _ .. oli;;i oua ,110-:ra .. en:.s • 

.. !ill -c!1s ;.mp e1,.t,.oct io:i10 of t ho v isibll:. churc!l o:..,e sar

j_ :.,us ~1c1.1 i -...u" .i to cihc bu:i.ltliu of God I s :dn_;do .• , t ~1cy can

.1:;;; l .:· 11 • r..uo ;; 11or ~1ind r :i. t. God has plot tec! the co.1rse 

..,,: .:. :: J :1u c ~1 . ..:;ven t ,.10~ G 1 st l'"ma a :1d coi1trai~;; wlnds teat 

.1.• 13.u 1. :1 i t , it ~~:i.11 l'"aac~1. itG ai:,pointad dcstina•.;.:i.011 i,1 !lis 

c.:,ooJ t .:. ~ • E·11c 1• >ei•u oz1 ord i11ad t o e ·i.e :i.•.1ai l:i.f e .-1:tll be 

:::l', od II .:.v~r y ~hocp ~t . l =-~•.n t o t he !.011 d and cal l od t, r hl ,1 

.- 111 l> • .ali•,..,r d f'1•0 il tho polluti .)?lS f thla W\ll'"ld ancl the 

co I u t ln,t; lni'J.ue11oe o.f .h\l tarodooc and f a1sa te11oh.e1•s_. and 

.L.J .. s e :..,ved SLli'e untl l tll.e co1HJU!m1iatio11 of all iih .i..11gs. 



CHAPTER V 

ERROR CANirOT BE COHDOlJED 

11 ,!hat is t 1•ut h ?11 l This a gelong quGstion put by Pilate, 

whether i c1 espa:i.r or in cynicism, is still a luu.mting ques

tion f'or philoso hers, relic ious educators and all who arc 

searchint;: r or o. sol u tion to t he problems ·which life and liv

i nG in t lli s world p ose. There a re t hose who believe they 

hove f ound 11 truth11 in t heir way of' life. But does arsenal 

convlction esta' l ish t he t ruth ? Others are certain that 

t hey ·inve t h.e remedy to all l i fe's ills, that t hey have the 

basi c suer to mon •s p l ace and purp ose in life, and that 

t he ur,dor5tand al l t hlil t is n ocessnr y for the i'ull utilisa

t i on of.' l f'e ' s op~ortuni~.;ies and responsi bilities, but wbat 

i f ti c p roves t heru wron§? The Truth must be so ething out

side of otu~selves, something definite, certain, tangible in 

t he sense of com rehensible, experimental, that is, some

thine t hat can be experienced, s omethir13 that can be lmown 

uit hout any trace of uncertainty, something which is vital 

a nd dynamic for us, and yet son1ethin · which is independent 

of our lo1owing it. 

JeEus came to reveal such truth. Though the judgments 

of God's truth were made known throughout the Old Testa1118?lt 

revelation and though all the essential doctrines of the 

lJohn 18 :.38. 
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Chrl stion f o i t h a~e contained in t ho Old Testament, Christ 

Jesu s came as t he li?ht to and of t his WOl'ld. He came in

t o t he de111lm.ess 0£ this world, and the darkness comprehen

ued not t ho light. 2 I n God 1 s Word, both Old and New Testa

ment, the c i1allen c;e :ts t hrown dol-m to all men - "Thy \-lord 

l s trutn., 11 3 11 Evor yone ths: t i s o:f t he truth heareth my 

voice . " '~ I f n person wi l l accept God I s Word as t1•uth, on 

the bas is oi' od • s own .~ro ise end ~anifold attestation, he 

w.:.11 l n:n-: t 1tl t it i s i n ~eed t ho truth. All are i nvited to 

t e'1t t he Scr ip t ur es aga i ns t any cri terion, morel., ~thical., 

>hilocophica l., ;teo · apb.ical, s c i entific, rel!G;ious, p sychic, 

ex cr:l1ncntal, s ociologi cal, h istorical or archeological, 

and to see f or t hemselves whe t l1er i t i s n ot 1O0!,D truth. 'lhe 

b1.1si r1ess oi' t he Chri stion t heologian is to believe the 

Scri.;_,tm•e s h i ms e l f' , and t llen set t h e1n f orth as t h.is truth 

ol God . .tic is not a sked to .rove t h em, to establish them, 

or a1' \.\e abou t t hem. He :ts to I,,roclaim them. 

Thi s problem, however, arises, t hot t here ere many pm

cla i l11ers of t he t r uth, but tlley don•t ae;ree. Th"s is one 

of liho .:;reat and l"Ela l of.fen iJes to tlle world, an of.Lenee out 

o:r Wlich Satan i s malting greet capital. If the theologians 

who study the tr1.1th cannot egree amongst themselves, how 

2 Jobn 1.:-4-.$. 
3Joh.n 17:17. 

4John 18:37. 



so 
cnn t he :i.ayman 1010w the truth?.5 The roblom becomes inten

sified by the c ontention or some rnodernists that t he di1'

fcr en t cioctr inal tene ts are rna1'"ely verioua interpretations 

of t he .., c1•_ptures . Others clai1n for their interpretations 

the nonor oi' " inslghts. 11 6 But wh o :ts going to classify the 

interpretations ? ·:ho . s {.;oin - to pass t l e judgment on the 

lns · ctits? ~ ho is boln t o establ i sh t he truth in this be

id l der•ea 111aze 0£ c :>m:1tl e ss conflicti n3 tr~•ological exposi

tion s? Rome has solved t ho ,,roblem by claiming 111nfalli

billty" o.r the p ope, wh e1. he speaks ex cathe dra. And a sur

pr _slnc 11w11bo r of' prominent men of learning :tn t he various 

f l •lfs o.,. science, art and philosophy- have been won for the 

ltom Church by 1 ts b old assertion or final rel1,:.,1ous au- , 

thc,ri t :t• 11 There io no truth and no salvation outside tl1e 

Ro 1 Church11 ha be en accepted by many as the 01'lly f inal 

£act of 1 :7 . .fe . Ot h ers l i ke t he Ep!acopnlians oi' Bn15land as

sert that t he final authority on t he truth is the witness, 

~he t es timony , in reality the conservative traditions of the 

'11urch . The Church determines t he truth by its coru,11on vo1-ce. 

>That t his agnostic concl.usion is not i'ound is apparent 
u en we appl~• t to fields of' scientific research such as 
medicine. Th.ere will always be a certain amount of con
f licting opin ~on amongst the specialists, but this neither 
destroys nor basically underDlinos the obviot.s use and pur
pose of that which continues to exist and f unction despite 
huruan contention. 

6or. H. Hamann, "The l~nture of the Uniliy We Seek, 11 The 
Australian Theological Review, XXX (March - June, 19.$9, 'Nos. 
l ar1d 2 ) , p • 11. 
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c.1 -w11 t hrou~h t ne cent uriee. Did not t he Church determine 

t he canon of !lcr i 1.: t ure ?'i 

,e , with Luther , contend t hat the tr th .:.a alono 1n 

od •s ~ord . The busines ot t he t heologian i e to find this 

trut h an _>rocl i m i t. Tile method .ls t roper e .. "<e gesis ot 

t he Ser ~t ures. Onl y the Scrlptur es ca n determine t he 

'lil'"Uth . lliV•!r .: t hin5 un icll is co 1tr ar y to the Scriptures end 

t A'le nnclog;; or i'oi t h ( t he s pirit of t h e Scri t,1 tures) 1s er

ror, a . d error io un tru t h --spirit ua l poison. 

'.:.'hero ore those '!.·rho l ooic upon t heir dist nctive an 

: c culi· l' ""n tcrprctations a.s Splrit- ··iven i nsi.::;h ts a .1d per

c uc.o ion r cul tent .fi--• orn C!.'>..rist ian e.:•.1Jerience . Others re.:;ard 

the cl i ~t·cront ex_posi tions or t he doctri ne s or Scrip t\.u-e, f or 

oxur,1i:,lo, t h e Lord • s ~up}Jor , ae beini:; diff eren t 'Hay s of l ook-

1.11,;, a t t s0:ric r..i. o 1omeno-:, , l _ ke viewin g a mountain f1•om 

c..Lt'!.'erent quarters , a s di !'i'erent descri ; t:ons of t he s eme 

s~irltuol real ity. Whi l e s ome l ook upon tbe many t heologi

cal abo !"s tions es bein re~ ettable .1lstorlcal develop 

r.cnts rat her t h r1 a s s1n6 a r:;a1.nst the clear Word snd cotr1mend 

7This az•g1.tmentati on is n be._;g1n::. of.' the question. Th e 
Church d id not r;1ve the Word or God. God ga ve it to His in
spired pen 7 1en. The canon or Scripture 1s t hs clarification 
:,f certa i n r u1es 0 1 : l,,irlnc ipl e s according t o t•f1ich the con
tents of v book a1•e exomined and classified as m asuring U,:, 
t o t he universally a ccepted standards of inspiration. The 
Church i e t ho 1•e~ipient or the Word, not the c;iver or it. 
I t can a i1d ust 1ntell1e;ently judg e the message which 1a 
brou,• it to it, fo1• t here are many false prophets .;one into 
this world. God _ ims elf :i.ave the Je\1s wa:,"s or testi~; the 
rophets , Deut. 13:1-3; 18 -22 . 



ot C.o , ,1h.1ch mu ::'"' be repented of and t'orsaken.8 But !'el.se 

e .. ~ee ea:t s , r11l sro resent a t1on 0 £ the scrip tural pos.ition, 

ov ... r e ruphao: s o.r one. ·octrine to t he l,eclouding or subver

s i on of n ot 1er doc trine (though no doctrine correctly re

aont o accor irg to the Ser p t ures l s l n contred1ction to 

noth&r• ! evelstiol'l of t e Seri. tures), omission or corrup-

t iou of n :1 truth r.,rocl airued by i.¼oc ' t:01•d 1 er1,or. Error 

i'=-r t he o l i s .. piritual !,roison. Error, l ike • oison, is 

n t 0.1 1-.:1 s , nor i m .e di ntel y £atal. As t he human body cen 

.•row ccuaton1e t o C1;;;1•tain to· i cs and har .. tful bec beria and 

vir • , a nc s :: c ces r ull!' u i t hstan ci the111, s o t he soul is not 

i :1 .. cfJl' t;e l l o:r ,e:r m nently ha r me d b " minor" er1"or. But as 

._.1 :>:i .., on c ,-'l n ovox· r odttce hes 1 t hy t i aues an heal t h.y li\1i nt:i, 

•·a ve by m:1y or meclic l co\.-.nt 1"oction. s o spi-ri t ucl error 

nov~r develo. e apir . tuol life., but retards and endan

~er i t l J ,11rce;t. l)ro ortion t o its ir. tensit; . P.lthough 

t; · .<.o c -:,n & dc r eti011 o:f anc tempor ary a "her011ce to err·or cEi.n 

e. erc-~e end tc~ -t t'ai t h ., er ror ::. t s c lf c:e tro s 9,E:irit 1al 

life lnstead of uul l d1nc; it. 

The ·cr i vtures ~·ve a very earnest and emphatic warn

i .n:1 a .._,ainst error. Throur;h the pror het Jeremiah the Lord 

ss i d to t ho I sraelites: 

Hearken not unto the words of the 1,rophets that !-1'0-
phesy unto you: t hey DJ&~:e you vain: they spealc a vision 
or their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the 
Lord •••• I have not sent these prophets, ¥et they 
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r s n : I have not po:~ n ·t o t hem, ~,e t t hey :,ropbesi ed. 
l~ut i f they hed stood i n my counsel, and had caused 
'l!J ! eo :>le to hee.r 111y words, the n t ile :-, sh oul d have 
turned tbe:n f rom t tre ir evil way , a nd f'rom t h e evil of 
·t; l.:.ejr doing s • ., • • Th.e pr ophe t ·t h-nt hath a drea,u, 
let h.i.n toll a dream; an d he t ha t hath my word• let 
him 9 peak n:y word f a i t h.fully . Nhat i s chaff t o t he 
wheat? aai t h the Lord. 9 

He ... e t h e Lord -od dl st:i.n(;uish.e•s between His Word 0£ truth 

F.. r.d erroneous huuinn op·l ni on. ·tuman visions, dreoms an d s1:ec

u l 0 tions s r e t o fi:1s \'lord of t:r1.1t h as cha:1"1' i s to t he Hheat. 

he Loi•d God is s:>re d ispl ea s ed with a 11 lih o propound err or 

n s e t it f ol"'th as l f God had s polce n it. U'is ~·lord 1s like 

o .fir• and a hammer tho t will break tha rock in pieces. 

Lest men t i ink t Jat t h s onl y ap_ lies to boaic snci f'lln

emonto l toaclli n 3s and r,r iricipl es, but 11o t t o t l e so-called 

!11lnor r tial e s of faith, l O the s a,, _our purp~se f ully warned: 

Tll l heaven a.ad earth pass one j oy or one tittle s hall 
j . :. :, ~.., iso !-8::'- from t l~e l aw, till e 11 be 1'ul 1'1llcd. 
· llosoever t ne1~efore s ·1a ll. b1"e ak one o-r these least 

9Jcrem1nh 23:16- 28 . 

J.vklothin g od has s ee11 f'i.t to reveal. can b. re arded as 
• c i n · 1 :i..11:)r or of l ess :tm ortance. Even such ~ n on-funda
mental aoctr ine, a s t he ~octrine oi' tb.e angels~ if consis
ten t l y eni ed coul d mean t he l.oss or sa lvation. What would 
have happened to Jacob i n his gr1e1' and loneliness, had God 
not 1 .. ,,c2l c.d to hi :ri t ho ascen d i ng a nd des cendi ng ene;elsl 
t· hat ·will happen t o a soul at death, :l:f God in righteous re
tribut i on on a pers:. n 1 s denial. o:f t he existence of the an
eels refus e s t o let His mln1ater1ns spirits beer t!111t soul 
to heaven! \ 1 en the angels on Jud ment Day ~o.ther the 
tares f or the burn i n~ t t e n shell t h ose who have do1.?bted or 
den ied theil" r eality be ln great fear. ,~e c an."1ot deny any. 
e ven the a p_Jare:mtly rnoot insign:J. fi.cant truth. God Is iord 
withou t endene;er i ng the bseic :f'act t hat the Scri,I, tures are 
t he i- ord of Ood. To deny the lea et can lend to the loss or 
t he whole o:f God's revelation in Christ--the loss of sa1va
t1on. 



"o.1uond!tuntc- , . s !.ll. l t e c nen • 0 1 ho u: 11 be c· llcl 
l oaot J.. im.tJ : 3.11 ,clo .. of heaven: bl-:t ;-. 'JBoovc·r s ho.ll clo 

. d t.o e. .,:.cm., tll.e .~ ~ 3 lf-' ll ucl l o i:.: uroot ' ... t o 
1,~;1: do. o• _ o vr.m . ll 

n- :; ··c.b l o, r.~,: t JO fi "Ot\ of Ju<lcritent r·c •e ,lin ~ 0£ t1hut 

a,r t t:.c r,u ldir. , tLOt oven thou•!,. o .. r : on'o t iqx'l: ~ .. 

0 1o"t, II!! hi olf she l l 'bo ~~ovod; ;;ct uo oa by 1'1 re.'' 12 

u 11. nc: !"ocl 1: t le .. c. o n ovary e ta l uil i. ost cor

t r•1 .ly co t 'i:·: hi s : le cc o.C .,,r:nor .'i n t !w kln do. o£ heovm. 

.. ct . _nt .: · ! ot to do .,art f r-o: t h.e Ser_ , t-..t11os evon ln 

'J.: •• t ~ .ls , .. nob ju ... t an l~olatacl oP .;.:ncle r o "oronce 

to u :-10 l,c:;or of O!lcl rat:t- r oach:•n~ con""oquence 5.::1 denl.!na 

u ... t ':. t ho p 111
:, l c:,1 or el'.ro:t"' w t !'li :2 r.nr1stendo 1, • ot oven • r 

_ t i-erc t .e 0:11,;; r o.Cc.?·once i t wo l · be a lto t hcr aur ... 1-

c ·· cot, h ·t t t- t :t t .... pres ... oc t i o ,-:.1010 spirit c nc3 atti t ude 

or .lod o ,e1" a .,..a. 11 .t e.11 t .:wt :lo 110~ soe:;i fit to !' " Veal end 

;,-1 ent r ~om · oth the Old fl : m:1\11 Teut ment. 

-----
llrzutthGH S:l -1 • 

12 I 0019. 3 :15... 



P.OaJ t '1t. c ar,•.:. r: .••<.s1t s oi ' t ha L or d yout! " ::u.i \,! • c • _ co ,'jO d 

.J 0-1 . •13 T . t..: c c:n. :rm · ;i ven 1- , . oo J st t i r? bo...,ilm n~ ::,f 

. . ,. ' ·-· ... 

C1U . t 

l -fc! .... ) 1,r::ti.r .. unt ~ :, t .ofl r ot : .. t :1e 
~=orr.ls or· t . .:royhco:.r o t ~ 1 !J book , l cn3 :t}~ "1 :.::r-11 
r1 ~. ,t to the,;~ Lhl.n . .,.: , Go·1 .:-h. :u. ir, 1: .. m t : , · . : t ·~o 
,1 .,; C"' t ' t al•o uri t ton 1n ~~~1o bo:,' .. : .\nd ::..r a-.,j .. ::3 

~-ml.!. ;;a .,. Hm.t '"r .. t bo , ord · o.r t 1 ,-: bo:- 't ~.r t11: s 
~ - ,1 .. oc· =- ;-,<.. ~· al 1 (;;:. ite o.~•;a:,- 1 · s :O:.'" l; .. u t of tl bo:>&: 
'>f· l.~fe , o · 01t or th\;, .r.~l..: c it•· ., ~;• :i--::1-~ t }. t.h" .•• Q :J 
~ hie' : :· • w1it~o:, i :. ·t · .ts hocli:: . ' '-; i-

, <..cr~t ood : 11 
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•1C- • \; ! , " 1 6 J f t t ' .xi nrt~-•G l i . o t hy t s t ':l ~- t E!. w !1.:. iaelf 

3 1- ro'\: ad o ..a od , 111" :i.,!; :tl J dt'\".:.din6 t c wo;i:-e ot tru t h , 11 aul 

proc ded i. o h o ... 1 .. ol :.011ous 1,c · tr-:.1ctlvc 3rr=,r .:.. 

cbct 1"i e C,'lul d o b t .10 ui &U '•"I &.>:atr.1:..la or H~ i:acna ~o sud 

.P' "l o t \ a: 11
.'.., d ti,elr wor · will eat O "' doth cenket•: of 

whor.i ... I I mrnua a 1ci h ! le t us ; wn;:, co "'1cu" l:i_; ~ _e tr·-:.t.h 

hl'V~ 01 1•ed ., SGJ:i.. ~ t hnt t 1e ~e::; rcc•t i on ... s : ,li s t a l renuy ; 

tl. cl O "'l"t :il." OW t he f'a it l or co 1C . fl 17 

_n P.vcr. •t: · n..a t h.e · 1;ouc b. ··- o & t be Seri tures are o.lwa:,s 

cle •-c u t . '1!h e 'cri , tur cs alt ·CJ:i s 1/l t b ,for e s t he ~o::. tive 

ti•,Jth u i t i out an:, . ,o :u :i bil. t y or com r o~:i.:,s . This 1s tr e 

<.' pr,~~•~l""i1t tion of al.l t ! in'-'a, as -.ial l as or t.ho 

:;:erGon :ts e l ... he!" a believer or 

r l eht -:,.., wr onc . '!.'ha !lcz■ iptU!"e s nev.:.r s oat l:1 1.orms f -;e-.; 

t 1 ~ .. e b m;~ - lJe a l< :a ::> t ack e:, w· .i.te.10 

/J.ccordi ngl , it wo ~1d seem a ai?11p l e matter o:r compar-

1 6 . a t h.ew 22 : 29. 

17 II •.r1:aotey 2: 17-16 . 

l 80r . 11 . Hamann, Jnr., An -Exoraine.tion or the llolation 
or eta n ""a~~~ue3 or the New Testament to the l'roblem or 
FellOif Bh ip; Intorsynodical. l{otei!!_ (ca. 19.$0 ), P• >• 



class·· .- 1 -.J.:1. y · u~ t ,1.0111 a · trut h \)%' cu.-.ro1•. ::: n e &aenoe au.ell i.s the 

ca~e . .bu t ~ne "• olJl&111 b eco nes m.ore l11volvcd Wilen dealing 

no·t wich tsrr or- Mel"' !!.• but 1-1i ti1 tile e1•r-ol"l&t, wbo is often 

a proressi.og Cill' l st:lan . I n t his co:..,na\ltlo1"1 we a r e obliged 

to take note o.r the ·1r.f'ere1't wa ys cr:rol' has developed. 

'!'here it! t h er o:r du e i;o 1,11sunddrs tanding . Th e Bapt:Lsts, 

f " exr.nnpJ.e, :1ee111 to ml sunder si;and t h e doctrine of t he . eana 

ol s race . The d n:i.el 0£ ·t he z•e1.ll p1•esence by t be Rc:1.torms d 

in ,ener al aeoMs t o 'b e cloaely associa teci wit 1 t 1eir c on

f'ueion o t he • ,,:ion of t he two natures l n Ghrl t. fe l a ~i

un.i.sm , r:y c1'c tis111, Ci\l viniaru, 11.rminianism, t h ou ,•·1 aac h cli.i'-

el"e -&1 £:oroetimes antithetical, have, arlaen oecauso of the 

, sic misund r t andi n~ of total depravity, of uod 1s lntin1te 

..:.!"a ce ;J[ t · e bonds e of t ile w 1 11, 0£ man: s s p i .. ~:i. tual coad

.1eu , of .11- a c count b ility to Goa , cf t t1e d::u•rei•ence b~;. 

t ,•1een Crou ' ~· or knowl eoe;e., and t h e hl dden 1.urposes or iiia 

1=r·edes'l:,:i.n tlon of t h.e e lect in Christ. Likewise, the hope 

oi t!!e chili sts, t.be oa:i.llenialists and 1nost dcumenists is 

a :nlsundGrstandine; of the tr·ue nature of the kin dom or the 

he ven ., and of the churc h --th.e body of Christ and the com

'1Union ol all ii1•ue believers . 

There aro t,e errors due to overemphasis. It is t~aai

cally rs ettablo tha t tbs whole S;'T&tem o:r t he papacy 1s 

built 0 1, an overemphasis o'l" the p lace which g ood works oc

cupy i n t he life ot a Christian. The overemphasis o~ God•a 

sove i•eib-nty leads to an obvious 11m1 tation of saving gi-aoe 
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o11d n11 ,., ' •c f-• ... d t. b l - t · i . --->;; .. on 1-0 · arena ·:i..on, 01• ~ c ont.r • " .ne rreciu--

ment of'.-.. , a 

oss 1t.c.e.l cly:na:d 0£ ·he v oapcl ., :d'li.cb. ~10::-10 impels tho 

"'lir 3 ' ' '-', - ~ia::, to otrj,ve to ~ tto.in pc:n•!'ection,, .100 lad t;'> t.ne 

rJ.9 0 o r t 10 :11ode1•n ,.,ur !'ectl:mist aud holineso 

'" .. ..... •1 00d or hard u .f·borl~ee oc t 1c Lord 

Suc!1 :.}Z•roneov.s t evelo;,.u~n'i:s ., to "ler t ion but a rew ez-

c ey,, :-- n.: l a · ol1ed ::, _::in., but t _ey ere lso t he obvious 

.. cllsr1.Jpt .Lo:i of. t. e ·nity of t~ s irit. :c- t t he.,• c. not 

Jol :1c,; s t ill de!.::J'3?" i n our s tt~?apt to w1 ·ers I.land t he de

v lop .:1Jn·t or or1•or in the Cnristien Cl'.u.u•oh we llUBt note the 

tremendous and uahappy influsnco which £au1ty 1notruct1on 

haa h · d -:.'l-pon C.arisi.lens d,.trin · thelr :r01 .. msti1,•e ",Jee.rs. The 

erI•ore ot' otnerwise earnest Clu .. istiana oven some or t he 

:noat s er•iousl y int ntioned e van ... e l ists EU"e evident for the 

a b va stated rea3on i such vital f 1e1ds a s the proper dis

tinction be .. wee::i LaH :u.1d Oospe:t. To oite current oases. 

Dr. 3il ly G~aha~ in 1ay1nG the reapons1bil1ty o£ resisting 
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t he Moly Ghost u on the conscience of the individual goes 

very close to s ubvertinr; the uhole doctrine of conversion 

by ma ting i t dependent upon man 1s volition, though he him

s el f is a stron · exponent or the reality and need or the 

spiri t ual r ebirt h by t he sole work or t he Holy Spirit. ~hen 

he says t ha t not even Al might y God can save t he soul that 

does not desire eternal life or t hat will not co~e to Christ, 

whll e such :;it nte ents can be understood correctly~ t 1ey, 

neverthe l e3s, constitute a oontraciction of the Scriptures 

t h.o t b y 11a t ur e men do not des ire t he th1n~s of God, l 9 of 

t he Saviour ' s answer to the disciples concerning the salva

t ion of t he r :lch : "With men this i s impossible; but with 

God a l l thi ; s oro pos sibl e , 1120 and of t he Savicur•s very 

r eve l i n e clorat1on: 11 No .,1a11 can corne to 1e, excep t the 

F tile r 1hj.ch hath sent Me , dratrJ him •••• 11~1 

to do ·with man • s salvation is by grace alone.22 

Everything 

As with 

t c .Jonfuaion of Law and C-ospel, thez•e are s1m1Ja r miscon

ceptions i mpl ant ed from childhood on over against the effi

c ienc y of the !-leans of Grace, the part prayer plays 1n ~e 

Chriatianrs life, and the duty of a Christian over against 

his government, to cite some illustrations. 

19Romans 8:7. 

20Matthew 19:26. 

21John 6:44. 
22Ephesians 2:.$. 
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Obviously , it i s not t he person wh o has been wrongly 

t r ei. nod, a s the _person respons ible for eiving t he wrong 

traini11g , Who has committ ed t he greater sin. But here again 

th0 judg.rnent of God will talce into account the extent to 

Which those in err or, t hose who have been incorreci.l:, in

structed , r eact , when t he truths of Ood•s Word ore clearly, 

tactful ly and ade quately pres ented to t hem. When c ertain 

peopl e have been t l'l.eologically t r ained in a definite way , 

t hey seem, ale.s., t o be a l!110st incor.,able to giving an un

biased evaluation of t he t r ue posi t i on, 11' i t is t he anti

t hesis of wha t they have beon t aught. l 't is not ror us to 

n tlci_ te (iod 1 s j udei11ent on s uch misguided Christians. 

Neverthel ess, ue 3re t o r ecognise and renounce their erron

eous views Ol'ld teachin gs. 

A ~eat e r p r obl em in dealing with our erring brethren 

i rJ Chria t , however. 1s tbe issue of holdin13 to erl'or despite 

t he wit ness of' the truth. lhy can•t t he Roman Catholic, for 

exn. pl o, a ccept salva tion alone by f aith? Why can 1 t the 

Bap t i st accept t he validity ot in.rant bapti&!ll b ., the appl1-

cat i:>n of' wo ter? l-J.hy can• t the Ref'orme,d accept t he real 

p1~esence i n ltoly Cbmmunion? Why can•t the Seventh Day Adven

t i st accept t he liberty of' the Mew Testament with regard to 

worship ? Are t hese adbcl'ents 6Uilty 0 1 hardness of he&l't 

and stubborness a gainst God•s \lord, when the proof 1a made 

s o clearly? Perhaps it is the eff ect of l'eligious tra1.n1zgJ 

p erhap s it is the result or 11 biased way of thinking; per

heps it is a spiritual pride; perhaps it is partial apirl-



61 

t ua l dar•kness ,r ,ren aa most people are gullty or s o,ne moral 

bl i ndapots . od i s the judge. Fortunately, there occurs 

t hnt happy i n consi s tency , so :f're()lently 1•eforred to, where

by 13 per a o11 r s r ai ·t h may be r:lgh.t, even thou::)l ha may pro

pound it wro:,Gl Y. 

i._ steve r t he er ro1• is , it mus t, however, al'l.·Jayo be ta

k •.:J: ser lously. Even t i1e S\'!Elllest er ror if consistently ad

~1" rocl t o c a u11c.ie1•mine t lle wn ole foundation. Normally it 

does J.1 0 'li d so. l3Llt j ,f' anybody ar3Ues t hat b:i.u error does 

1ot matter uhen he i s s hol-:n , and recognises the fact tl:iat 

h i :; osition is anti- scriptural, and t hen de clares his in-

te. t .ion t o co:i:1tinue reclaiming his erroi• agai11st the clear 

!:»c1•ly .. ures , su.ch a one i s not a Chris tian, but a hel'"etic, 

nd o· t siae t ne k i11.;dom of grace. It :ls a v~zay earnestly 

debated issue n::1 t o u.hot exte1:1t t hls judgment should bo 

pas 3ed u,on t he mu1titude of errins Chr ist:an theologians, 

,l.:.-li!lters and teachers today . Per haps i t would be most 

sa l utar,- l..u do so. Perhaps t he orthodox eon.ressional 

churches are f'a111ng to follow the e~ample of the apostles, 

par t icularly s t. Paul and st. J ohn, and give this clear-cut 

tes t l mo11y t o t he trut h s of God's Word. Luther did I And Ql1' 

t ut :eran Conf essions in their of't-repoated "damnamus," "we 

c ondemn," dot 

To what &.:;;tent we must or should assert t hat al.l those 

\•dthin t he O.hJ:tist1e.n Church, who espouse and proclaim error 

are not trua Christians, but false prophets, 1s disputed 
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VC'!'j o er i o z1-., • Dr . , ' l\•"t in 1i o !. um .. 'lllrJ o i ~ lndin a pu ta 

b bl' 0 ~ny : 

I t ·.o not pvi .• or_ly error i duc t rine t hllt no.koa o. , or
e t!c ·· n t he so u,e in uhich tho chlll'Ch . usou t · .is term. 
bt.1"' t h\J a~ ti tudo 01· t , . m~.ncl and ho art ot tlim \'Jtlo 
}l .. OtloilOO-rt . J:, horeID:C :lo a f.o"Fn_n W'h ~ 11 l na .,1to or re

!.)00 tad ""dnoni tiori and :tnopi te of l>o t t er l n owlo dge C1t1d 
co acience oor1ti11uaz il'l !1_ 3 l-ervorao conduct" (Wol t.!-lOr, 
••lo . ov . ::.u th. iii.re .. o · i e w-hro elc!!.bare t:a.t-chE> Gotten 
n,_'11' ~tlc:1 , 1, 91, Je _4; olao ,:i r e e u . t.mt, • 126; ial
. J uet t h c:r ~•:,·n:b lirt , p:1 . 7- 8 ; nluo GU:>tations from • 
L ·th.o;:a ivo!.1 on ,. • • ' ); ro'!' i n doctrine mo.y be sim-
l'- • ~ wou ~no in a Chriotisn, w.11.0, i n as 1ta of the 
wcw!r.nosn, ia f'illod w1 t il a ai.ncciro 0ss1on f or Cnrist 
a 1cJ Hts l 1•d . i.,ut. \l'lon t ho error i n !mown a n'" untlcr 
stoocl y D pcroon und Gdha:red to nevort h.eloos because 
o: ,1 $i n:i. tor pur~0ooe or a lte1•lor :"lotlve that person 
~1 c can od t o sorva Ohl--ist, e•, tl l · , instead. s erving 
! .. i: -wn ~iol f • hiu &mbi t lon, .l: ls ,. ·r e ed, h. s belly. l-i:i.s 
.,roacn: n l r '"n t entional fol.sohood. a lle, n-:1d ~crio
l. r C , l.ls au ell l\ ! one a ""lfur" ( .,seuciaii"'; R .. v. 2 :.2 i; a 
.,c_ s o . 11 ~ 1e u!cin, .. lloo "". i-:y ocr!sy" (en l~ifO,,;r_sei 
.• s .1., ol oso ·, I _1 01. 4 :2) , a 11 .,'nlso • 1' other (.r souda
cl l lhoo i, Cnl . 2 : L~ J , a 11 .Colee teacbGr " ( 1·seudodidau-
1:c, oc., l' to!' 2 :1), a 11 raLse aiostlcn (J:neudcpostoloa, 
~ Cor. 1 :1.3 ), a II f alse prophet (rsoudo,. ro he,-tos, 
;.; Lt 1e '/:lS; 24:11- l4, ; ~.ark 1.3:22; I Jobn ~ :l; nev. 

G::.3~ 19:20; 20:10 ) . The word '' p~o1:1d11 or 1•:eeudo0 1n 
: uo ~!Juve com ounds is eqll.1Valent to •=;i.llifl. and j?!1ereby 
ao =~~:lnt!•" !-. mie~t a toment 0.~ .ract orf ilriji ?iolll lack 
or rO!)or _nrorrt"' t..:.o-:J , n t meao ., r1 woccl ni th.. :!.s n:,t 
a lie , not n "p:<1oudoa. 11 £\ "psemios l H:e o ur En;;l.1ah 
uord 11 1:l. " is a c o we_ n s and 1nte ntior.el mloate.tcment 
of f ee", a tlol i uo1•oto false ood; ma.do for t he t ,Ul'p osa 
of' rr' ::lea int; 01• dccievin .. : . o 1ci. :::. !,l:.os betta1'" kt:ow
led~o n the v:.11"t o.r t lic person malting 1 t. 'l'-:.1s 1s 
br oi t5n t :mt~ cle rly :tn .•otthet·: ? :1.$ ~ (1-,olvos, uno i'or 
tbc Ll r ose of dcoo1,ttion j:.ut on s l:..eop 1 s clotbtn~), ll 
Cor. 11:13 , "(wh~ dcce t f ul workers" ~ s ndJed1, II 

otoI" 2 : :t-.3, ( "~iu•cu covetousness s r.n11 t · G;J with 
fei ~"led or6s mo;.:e ncrc .10...-,cl:i.so or "'JE'J!" ) , I Tim. 412, 
\ WI cro 11 'Ulvin45 t heir c aiac i once soorod" is ad(!ecl 1 • • 
41 • 

'!'bo uccusir,c: conr:sc ionce nat\ll'"olly p lays e :port 1n such 
ersor10 , a nd \i1e r ,.nd · t r e.for rod to· a clW'll? er or times 

:.n :a.•uf'orenoe to !'also teachers• o.g ., I TS.m. l:19-20J 
!~:2; Tit us 1:1.$; Jill, (im· lied 1n "autoketakr1toa" ). 
It 1e riocor.scriJy involved also wberever the " pseado"• 
c-ornpounds ore uoc,d, or a rorci ~ "plancn" 1n a conte.xt 
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t a t i mpl.ies !J:ll" o se to d•~ce:i. ve • or Whero t he 11et1.:;ing 
of a "ska ndalon" (trap) is predicated of a perm n (Ro
:mu s 16:17; i•c t thew 18 :6-7; Lu:.!e 17:1-2). 

Dy e .pl ::>y i n5 ~uch names and t er.,10 to chal'acter•ize .L'alse 
tea.ohers , t he Scriptl.U'os thus mark t er,1 ns re~robates. 

s OJ<:h wh o h ve \!ea sell to be Chriijt1 s ., if t :.ey ever , 
were such. nnd wh o ou,.:ht no lonr;er to be treated as 
Cl!r.:i :! ti.::.n s, bu (; excl uded , i.f t i1ey a re ;,11·thin t ·\~ conere
:.;e.t io , • an avoide d end n ot acmii tted., 11' they come fl"O:n 
Wl th out . 

T.:1ia ~,111 b e conla t3t111 ~ore e 11ide.nt if 1,,e cont r a.at ·t he 
ab ove t erms with the expressions employed by the Scri~
ture s wh e r1 s en t.eucller· B ez•e referred to a are :m
eound i n doctrine , but mus t still be assumed to be vi
tal ly conuoc ted wit l thecJiurch :ln"'?1.1ndruuentarrarth 
£nd , the r eror e, to_be~ncere a nd loyal~ Christ. In 
::1u ch c a .l:lc s t.i"te "Cl"'l.ptures do :1ot use w01•as ,,.,- ich con
n ot0 lying and d e ceivi113 , but terms that merely indi
cs I:; • de i o.!"tura i':.• 0."11 ·the 1•eceived t ocl.r:!.ne, as 11 ·tea ch 
othc:t"l·Jise (hetorodidaskalien ) I Tim .. 1:3; 6:3). or 11 a 
.. mn that a a 1e1~et i c (heil .. etikos s ntu.t'o oaj T1.:.;1J.s 3 t10, 
t i:J t erm meanin · merely a pei~son t hat c hooses a vie w 
o.:- c octl' i no £ 01• ! lmse2:: 11 or is incl-i?icd t o a t ction 
01~ por ty-•-soe i • • J6£ )., or ,er sons who "build upon t lm 
.r-~mda. t .:o. ( C' 1.l.""t) • •• t•Iood,, hay, st b'ble" (I Cor. 
3 :1 O-1~;j. The uee of the term "brother" in II Tl1ess. 
3 : 6,.!.!, i 3 3.:.:r.i l e.2 4 t hough t here t h.~ ter, .. d ca:Hi _ ot ~g
f cr t o teach ers. ,;, 

h'c ap _ iI"ecio te t ile distinctio11 Dr. Brux is makin g be

t ween fal se teachers who are out to deceive onci teachers wm 
h ave b~c ome unao din doctrine, but we cannot endorse his 

cor1c1usio11 " and t h ere, to be sincere and loyal to Christ." 

Sin ce a person is loyal to Christ only wben he is loyal to 

fl.Ls clear Word. we ca inot and dare no'l~ try to ex onerate or 

eJ:cuse any t e a cher who becomes unsound in doctrine or prac

tice. We mey h av·e to beor ond plead with such an erring 

23A~~lph A. Brux~ 0hristion Prayer-f,ellowship .!!!!.!! !m
ioniam (W ... acons l n : Pom!)hl e t, 193ST, P• 4'• 



br o thP.:;:- l"' l" 
An incie:C' n-t t e time, bu1; we con never eo,,er .l,.!s 

er~m." 1-f itb, t he com"Ylendstion of II ai noeri t!r and l pJalty to 
Ch.i:-i st • 11 .. 1 .i. f'lve:r:-theloss , we bel ieve tha t nr. Br1JY 1 baa i c 

coi te; t1,;,n ot•~ nc" "L t· t ,:0 , t · t .... ., ; >H•:ime. y , .as.· a Lfl •• nG E>Ac11or :a.a no so 

much one l!'lr., m:t tent i .,noJ.l y e r rs i 1 a poin t or cloctrine, 

tmt wh ... .,. _,_ b 1 d ., ._,A n 1- t t~er ~::non e g s e ts .fo.~th his e!'r or 11.s 

tl1a t1" 11th. 

l•,.hi l P. ·.e · re th.eref :re Qt1.ito c l e ::1r n ~ t o u h.ut co ati-

t 1t~es l"l' 

we 1nuc;t ~.:-.t ·.n ::n:tsh betw ~m t he .fr,.1 se t enc -=I' s.nd t he .f'e.lse 

.;,ri:> h~t , Ul-\'l conac ir.,11sl, doco i ves men e s t o t he tr t l1.., and 

thr. e1•r·1·1:.:; to:ic:hAr 1;.,, boL.eves thnt he ~ setti "l.; .:'r,rt:h 

1,ror . :!erel r lies t h e cr u >. of: t he question as to whether 

or noh 1;r: nre t o l ook ur on a.11 t · .. ose who esp• n ae and pro

cle ' m !< mAn , ncforr1ed , ... n•,t is t , e.nd a ll other sectarian and 

ete. ,., 'ox ,,.,.ewe aa b o,.n~ ·t o t lwt extent fa•lse t e2chers 0.1,d 

fal se r o_:,hets , w 0 111 we Ar e t o r e buJco and a void? 

Anrlraw !,tuonot ed t 1 9 quot a t i on of Balduln I s def-'.ni tion of 

11 hP.ro t ic11 in i s Theola i a Di da ct!co-Pole i ca {l.J.,1565) is 

of orf .. J.nen t ,.nteres t: 

A heret i c 1 0 a p rson, who hold s a doctrine which &ub
vel"ts t he f on.ndo tion or .faith, wh.o ,ersi stently attadts 
!lome t eaobinc; which bel. onss to the 1'undamenta1 article 
of :fa i t h who creates dissensi011 and quarre1s in the 
Ch.1Jrch , an d who in s u c ll opini on., o.lthough frequently 
a dmonished, c011tumaci o?1sly and maliciously perse-
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a br uµt 1 •• :-i~, .·""t.• ld t ' l .. ... t h 1 1 ., .,, • sl.G 'l oa':i"' . .; ,.::, • e r .::o. c~ e1'\CC3 i, a.d it 

t hey c:.1ut .. :, l-. cl i n t ~i.c L lU"l"or wl thout qual 1:f'1 c :: ~.:1 n h 

0 01110 c;ar•J.1al ur ~o~o i t bcr :ln r.ori10 par t i cul&r ma ";ter or :tn 

t i &l 1 ~· ol · ~lie•vors are aucrc of' am: ox· ericilcc tho c:>m."?lon 

bond they ;,m- c :i. Chr i s t, just oa ! d t a bolie:r;rarc of the 

11 l'"l .r C!1u·"'c · af t er J. ontacost. Th ese cont i 1u~cd in the a.po3-

t l s' t'ollo ;oh l , m d doctri ne. But o:., Or. Brux ointF:: out 

this t.foes n:-,t of 1 tself mgo.n t..be :.H1 .. ~1, total 01' apostolic doo

t1•1ne, fol'" i.hat was a s yet not e1,ven, but t!lese early Chris-

-------
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u~Qne y ~1dc( theaaelvc s t o tho tea~hinJ and ~~s t ruot!on of 

~o ~. ~-~in •• 2~ ~ · ~ t 1 t hi h ~ d ,. . t ", ... ~ .. _ ~ ... 11 ., en~ :. Ii • l."a::: ... a. :,!_ ~ c cmc "e ; !w:1..r t.'-"!- y 

ln ... !-:,, .... h .. it . :'kt as tbe do~t ri11e'! ':J°£ the 2poP. tlc.>a bece r1 

"':-t~lit)i t o d clen.r-l y dl:'!'ino1: t ! .. d~ r".nt. i o?.'.19 o! :1om1? :fr om t h.~ 

tr:.t ·· b ce.nie ..,P!-'Ol"•~n t. Th. mor o e .:.tpllc:1.t becr,mc th doc 

·tr:tne , t.h ·n:•!'U cl :!'i~ito 1,e onme t !1e jml,.~•:i':'r.t of t h e Scrip

t-.:.:-oa · 1Jr.>~ t: .o e wh -:, o poaed the ... a me , n s l e evi dent :f'ro111 

nc'i of-

T i':J." "l ,t,: :.,.-,1 L ■ • • 
- - • i :.l ,it .. ., -:, • -- • 

. . 

of t z• ~e al~ci!.•l a hip , but 

11 

of .r.s.: t i-~ i ?.1 . : il as t · e 3 :m o! oe. ·10 ,:eve!'_. snb e quently. 

·thc:,:e 1,:or d~ :,t n e c e s s:i ty ill1 ·l y fait hf'ul. c-omp l 1ance t:> Hi s 

l·!ord.- !ie:re u2 diae (:!'ee w! th. t he conclusion that !>r. Brux 

draws .. 27 J~or can He a ccep t .h.1.s az-gumentntion concorning the 

-------
2.Sarux:, !?l!.• cit., p . 60. 

26Jo.hn D :31. 
2 7urux 11 22.• cit., P • S6. 
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dif'fe:t>once be tween shunning error and not shunning erring 

Chr i stiun3 as he endeevoU:t>s t ~ t rove from I I Timothy 2:16-

18 . 2f 'l' ::1h un error will inevitably involve a unning the 

errorist., ii' he c :>ntinueo adamant in his error, for error 

destroys Chri tian fellowship . 



CllAPTER VI 

·ro o:uo can c.crefully read the exhorte t ion or st. Paul: 

n°r':111Jcavo1rln " 'to keep t he unity of t he 'pirit in ·t he boncl of 

.9eece, 11 l n.d t hen listen t o h i o reasons wi t hout bein~ con

v~n ced oi' t be tuo- f ol d .foct , t ha t o.11 b e l ievers i n Chri st 

are on ., snc that t . ey are to e ndea~,our to reserve t his 

un:i.ty j _:n t heir lives a s Christians . The 1= ositi on 1;1ut for

uard bj St. !'~ul t o t he .?.pllesians ap lie s beyond t !'.le p ossi

b " l i ty of d ... :;pute to t ho Christian Chu1--ch or oll tin1e. 
11 There :: : one body . 11 T~e Obur ch. \•11 t il s 11 1 t s variety ,:,f' 

.,;J.fts aml a 11 its di.1.'ferln~ n1ember~ i s one body 1n C.bri s t. 

~ic. .:. s t he l'lea ~, on d we ore Ills membei•s • 11 There :i. s ono 

"br.,i r t . 11 The Hol y Sp:lI'it i s t he Lord 1 s ,..,1f t t o .His Church. 

3y t hic !Joly Spiri t we hove t~ll been baptised i nto t he one 

body . ~!e c alls ., ";athers, e nl i ~!ltens end s ancti.:C'ies the 

whole Chr.l a ti&!'l Church on ea1 .. t h . "Thez,e is one h ope that be

l cnc s to your ca ll. 11 I:1 t he rew Te stament covenont there is 

t he one ho!:,e of' salva tion t hrough. t h e blood -:,'£ t ile La:nb or 
God . The final c on sumation o-£ this hope i s eternal lite in 

t he kin~dom of' God. 11 '!'her e i s · one Lord. 11 It i s so obvious 

but s o true . There is One and On e only wn·> humbled Himself 

and became obedien t unto de ath, whom God has hi&hl.J' exalted, 

1Ei:,nes1sns 4:J. 
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0nd 0 PPoin t ed t o bo t ho Judge or t he 11v1ne and the dead. 
11 Th ex-e i s one r i th. 11 i'here is only one body of truth, the 

wh ol e r>evelo t5.on of od in C.brist Jesus. There have been 

many cr>ede J. s t a t pments and many conf essions, but there is 

onl y ono t r ue fai th. "There i o one baptism." The baptism 

ln t he name or t he . a t hcr, Son end Hol y host is the only 

Christian bapt ism. "There is one God and Father of us all." 

'1'he one true God of' both Old and Mew Testament, the Father 

of' t he Lo1"d J e s us cru,ist , and t .be Father 01' all r:1.en is the 

only t r ue Goel . Jie ttnows of none other. And there 1 s none 

other . As lle :i. s one , so all who believe :tn Hi m, wlll, in 

an suer to the J.,r ayer of t he Son , become one .2 Thi s unity or 
t · e ~pi rit, which all truo Christians have be cause of the 

one ody, t he 01,e Itol y Spirit, t he o.ne hope, the one Lord, 

the one f a ith, t he ono baptism, t he one God and Father, is 

t heir God- gi ven r es ons i bility t o preserve.3 

But just as cl.ear as is this obli6 at1on, so the .:njunc

t i on 0£ t he Saviour is also cle ar: 11 Bewore of false prophets, 

whlch come to y ou in sheep•s clothing , but 1nwerdly they ore 

ravenin- wolve~.11 4 °Ta lm heed t hat no man deceive you. ~or 

many shall come i n my name, saying , I am Christ; and shall 

2c. T. Crai g, The one c 1urch. :.. the 11ght of tne tlew 
Testament (London : Epworth f ress, c:- ffi2 , P• E'.- -

3F . II . Knubel, Church Unity (Philadelphia: United Lu
theran Publication, c. 1936), P • 49. 

4Ma t t hew 7:1.$. 
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decei ve many •••• And many false prophets shell arise. 
and s ·1"ll r: ' "' decei ve many.", And: 11 I i' ye continue in r,y word, 
t nen a:r:-e ye niy di scipl es indeed • • • " 6 The implications 

of t h1s \1Ja r n1n5 of. t hei r Lor d ;the. A os tles cl" &rly recog

nised, When t hey exho ted: "mark then1 which cause divi sions 

e nd of'fences contrary to t he doctrine which ye have learned; 

and avoid them. 11 7 "Hove no .fellowship with t he unfrui tful 

uorks or darkne s s • • • II I "From such (men of corrupt minds, 

destitute of th.e t ruth ) ,d t hdraw thyse1r. 11 9 Whi le those who 

do no t confes t l'la t J esus Chri s t l s c ome in the f lesh ,:re

ceive • • • not in t o your hoi:u~e , neither bid h i m God 

=ipceC, • " 10 

Tho position l s qui t e clear over a gainst those who are 

fa l so Jro!)h.E>t , and wo lves, a11d anti-christ, a rid self-con

demned heretics, a s we have s hown in the ,t)revious chapter. 

Bu·t uhat hes cree te<'l t he · eat J)ro·blom in the Christian 

Church todoy are t he borderlino cases. Nowhere do the Scrip

t ures have a good word to s ay .fol .. e1"ror1stl!.11 Nowhere do 

5Mat thew 24:4,5.11. 

6John 8 :31. 

7Romans 16:lfl . 

~phes~ans $:11. 

9I Timothy 6:5. 

l CJI I J ohn 10 . 

' 

11Dr. a. P. Hamann, An Examina tion !af. Certain Passages. 
I ntersynodical Notes, P• '5":-
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t he icriptures permit any compr·om1so ot the truth. 1'h1a 

mus t be the osit: on of those Hho would be loyal to Cbr1at. 

Th:ta wEw the poa11;1on of the eC1rly Lutheran ocmteaaara. vm 
protested ~nd so clearly demonatrated their adherenoe to 

apoetolic doctrine and practice, and reruaod to compromise 

ui t 1 divergent contemporary r eformers. 

In pr inci ple we Aust deno\mce all el'l'or. Thia implies 

:inevitabl y , we believe, · tho denunciation or and d1asoo1at1on 

f r 01r1 al l. t hose who p.ei"sist 1n or cling to error sreat or ·: 

mall . But in practice it 1s not so easy tor the issue is 

not a l-;,11.1 s clear c11t. Ao we have pl"OVioualy noticed• from 

t h•:> .human point of view there Ol'e often extenuating oircu:n

stalic t=:. G. rot all have been pr1v1lesed to be trained 1n tbe 

truth, nor have ::ill had the whole truth fairly end without 

pre judice presented to them. Further, since we are unable 

to dist1nb'U3.ah with any degree of certainty between those 

who er r in weakness from those whoso heart and attitucle 1a 

oppoged t o t ho truth, we find our.oelves otten in the poal

tion where we are obliged in love to bee with thoaa Vho 

may not be conao1ously opposing the Scriptures. Here ano

ther question arises: "What constitutes Wilful opposition 

to the Scriptures yn Soma argue that their II beterodoz" po■1• 

tion is the position of the Sorlpturea., and the7 c1aia ti. 

we. are making ourselves judges over them. (It ••- po■ai

ble by astute exegea1a to prove a1moat &D1'th1ns f'rOIII • 

Scriptures. Hevertheleaa, aooner or later 1t beoa1111a JIPJllei 
rent when aomabody is subverting the truth. ) Lik..S.H• liillr 
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c:s ;1 '!..'c; dot -rml11e u b er1 a per ec:p ia r esis tine the Holy Spir1t1 

Or discern w·:u~n h :l~ r e oieta..1ce to the trutn i s due to the 

fnct t_ t! t he has 11ot as ye t come to 1~aallse tho inJIJlicatlors 

o:2 t ,ioae re l v~n t Scrlpture :,a s€o¢os J Which ore so cleo.r to 

t13 '/ ~ i :>til ar1y, how l ong sh..Q l we bear With thoso who m-e 

cr1 .. :.:1,y b ec!n: ·e cf t '1e i: .fl u'?nce o.! 1' lse t ec.chers and error

icta ! P_•oD. tLe .i.r c onfessi on i t "' ce11ts t .b.ot tb.ey a:r•e ci'lll

d?'en of God , ~e l ieve1"s l n Christ ., bi'!.t it becomes diff icult 

t ::> >u11.r,m:.-:ise their- h~ tGr odoxy in a ar•ti cular matt er., w .. th 

t.:e ?r-d• a clear 2us el-,•;;1on t. • ...a t t hey ar e !ii.,. t 1~ue diac iplcs., 

"~:..c: c on t:,. ue :i.·1 lIL'3 Word . 

Th e view a o:f DI". C. ;.• . ' ; .. . \Ja l ther on t hese problems a11e 

l ucidly s o t i'o1""th l u a sel'"i es or t heseu . Tlles i s II : "Even 

an P.l"ror a ;ainst the cleai" Word o:f Goel on the part of an L,

di vidue.l ,.1or,1boi• o·:- t he church does not e.t oncG, and ~n f'aot, 

deprive h :i.rn or ohw."ch.-fellowship , con!'essional fellowship , 

01" colle a c ues hip ." Thesis I II: "Even en error coni'lioting 

with t:.n .'ord <,!" God an d e :ts :J.nc 6i.n o: • an:i..i'eetin 1 tseli' i n 

:1r- e::t ire cburch - body does no t in i tsel.r nmke a church-body 

o. fal s e church ui th wl':.i ah an ortt.!odox Christian, oi- the or

:;hod.oz ch'.lrch., would have to ·creak of£ felloHship." 

Thio t hesis Dr. Ualther elaborates thus: 

t,e lu•o £or f rom desiring to discon tinue .fraternal i'el
lowship with a n individual porson,. or church-fellowship 
wi t t a. church -body, if' these are not dognatiaell:r cor
rect i n t heir Chrlstian :m owledge. By no means do we 
r e .ard auch c,orrootuess a~ a condition of sucb. fellow
s hip . I f' wo do that, He would have to contend a gainst 
oru"selve.s; for whi le we ·, ote such faults., i.e., errors, 
in others., t h ey again inay note S!lch 111 the one or the 
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other among us . No, as soon ao there reveals itself 
i n an i ridividuel person or in a church-body the readi
ne s s of' mlnd to submit unc onditionally to tho entire 

0 1•d o! •oci end t o hol d o ·t hing t hat mil ita·tes a ca1nst 
't h e f oundation of the Chzo:1.stian 1'a 1th--be it the r eal 
f oundati on ( 'hri s t ) , or t he d o2111at l c f oundation (the 
d oc · r i ne of' j ustifica tion throu !!h fai th), or t he ort;;an
:lc founda t i on (the · crip ture s )--t·Je •l acly extend to 
IJVer y s uch 1,1erson t ;1e h and of f r ate r n a l fe llowshlp, and 
az•e a l~o cordi allv wi lli~s snd re.ad:, t o have church - .fel
l owsh i p wit~ su ch o church- body. This , however, is 
our a tti t ude and ·•r octice, not becsuae wo re•~ard any 
doctrine cl ear l y revealed i n t he Word of od as an open 
ques t i~n , •h ich .. ~e a re !'rec to ·aff. J.r:11 or do y ~ ·,;, rlecide 
t u s or t hus, but bGCBl.HJe we lcnow t hat t here are errors 
o ·.-,~nkn~ s , end i.ho t e Ch.ri s i;ian 111Sy c: ""I'Y al>out in 
his r. 3.nd even a fundamentnl r-:ri,or, without overthrowi ng 
tho ro:1mla t i on i n 11:.s heart,, l e t alone t l c t a pe.!'.aon 
er rin.., wi t h respec t to n non- f undao1ental point would 
neccc ~1ur i ly re jor: t t ie :roUlldat · on o " f'ai th.. Mcvorthe
l ess , we r egard it as our dut y to reprehend, refute, 
:>_ ~ose,. f .i..3!lt , am.1 oon.;;ure n :i eI'l"or wh...C\tevei" becomes 
nnnlfost as su ch .i.n thos e who des i re to be our brethren 
u· th.or 1;11~ '•l"I'Ol" conca! .. ll n :f'undament a1 or a 11on- f'und a
.1cnto.l doctrine of the i.Jord of God. (L.c., p . ll0.f)l2 

Error , t t.erei'or e , does n ot necessitate a l ways and iM-

rnedlotel y t 1c severance of: Christian f'ellowohip , though lo

c:.lcc l l y a nd f inally it rnust. I n cleat. ins with an erring 

Chri s tian wo of ten have t o · roceed in the same wey as Hhen 

we deal 111 t h a rnorel weakness or fnilin • We dissociate OUI'

solves f r om the error and t h o nistakes, but not i mmediately 

f rom t he orson . 11 In dealin •with a weak brother two t hings 

are elt·ays neces sary, 11 Dr . Drux observes. 

Di s 9oci ation from t he me tter wh ich constitutes a weak
nous i h i 1, ~nd 8 6 9:>cis. 11ion ::.11 ever ., t h · ?l e,; t hu t docs 
n ot touch t he wealmess. Those t\.JO elements are neccs
a,.1_ 11,r • 1~esent i n cver v case wher e a weal< b1"'othez• is 
bein~~dealt wit h , and they mus t therefore be looked 

12Adolph A. Brux, Ohr :! sti n Prayer-Fellowsh1D and Unian-
(i-Ii a co.., sin: a:nphl o t, 1935), p . 90. - -
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for a l s o WhQn considering our relation to doctr1uolly 
weEllc bl:'othe.rs, consr~Gations, or denominations. ,j 

Th3t <li ... aoci &t 1on from s omeone• a errox• does not of 1 tself 

i m l y rcl i ci .us oever ance i s clear from 3t. taul•s di rec

t io11 to t h ·rhezaal on i ans. T e y Jere to -,it.hdraw themselves 

f 1 .. ou1 e vc1":, IJr·other who w l ks i aor erl • • • "And it any 

1na1 cboy n::,t o .... l at.' by t t -1 s epi stle, not e t .1 c man and 

have ,·10 c · 1pnny J.._ th .i:d. 111, t ll.a .he muy i:>e as amed. Yet count 

h i Ltl , ot a - u .. 1 cm my, \J t:1 t ~d,.1oai ~h 1:i.m a s a brother.1!14 Con

t i•ary t o :i: o le ~ g o:!'f' reli Bious f e llo\oJship, t .11E1 t is, l oking 

1d co!.• •eui:iud 3. :. o uaai uu"' orr l n ·· brother i n Christ. Love, 

not · C. u •J. i.ai;io uou.1•c:i.on , l::1 oft en t 'l8 only ua· t o wi n an 

el.•1•il,.1._, b :>l.hcx•. D~, l ove , l'lowever, is not 111eont uncertainty 

or· - c.:ll l. •. t io 1, de rence 0 1" com1,romlse, ·cu t ..,~•·.:tent in-

it uc "ior,, i:l :u unue ·• tundin..:;i, sympa t he tic con e ici~ration and 

cordi l f r iendship, 1 i'lich t ries and keeps on tr31ng to win 

l.i per-son !;o ti.e tl"ut h . 11 Speakin.., t he ti•uth i n love,,: St. 

· aul w: c3eE the h , hesinns i n t e ver y same ca o.pter t hat he 

omort.s: 11 •r t!cavouri n t o ke ~p t ie unity of t he cip1J:•1t in 
.. r' the bo ds of })ea.ce ." J.;., Jiow lon t _i s must con tinue depends 

ent ·· rel y or. t ile cirt:umstances a11d t h e evident attitude of 

l "" -' Ibi d., !J • 94. 
l h.- - "'h · • .,. 6 1r.• · i~ ~ cesa~onians J: - ~• 

~5 .phesi&ns 4:15. 



'lhat 1s 
true for t he 1nd1vi ol Christian is true tor 

\ hen chur ches discus~ questions of altar and 
t he chur-ch. 

pul ,it .,. l 
e l owahip w1·t11 a view to 01'gan1c union the truth. is 

to be 
8

P0 ken 1n love . Th~ me,11.Jer•s or a con1'e ss1onal church 

cannot be ~orbea::-in~.- enou~k :a.·n ... -.:; ;~u the;&.r 911deavours to win others 
to t he t t 

I'll h of God• s :revoaled will. But t~ vos1 tion with 
t he i ndiv1dua1 i s di f f ore11t £rom tlln t of the church, when 

t he l"'tt ~ er makes some e1'"ror or u.oscriptural practice its 

con.fessiona l platf orm. Then we 81'8 n o longer dealin6 with 

a o:iie one open to c ol'lviction, even though t hoy mo.y be erring 

f r or.: le ck of knowl e dge or in weaknes s , but 'He ai"e dealing 

ii l th a body t· h.i.ch contends tnat its po3it1on i s r1(;ht and 

s~.ri p t ur a l , w:i.th t he converse inaplicotion t hat t he scrip

tural p :>s J.iJion we ore s tanding f or i •s not t he trut!l.. Ob

Vi :>usl y , unde1" s uc h. circumstances t•1e weaken rin d destroy the 

whole ,,slue 01· our cont·essional witness, i f we then tol.erate 

by :fellowship an erroneous position, which has becol'lle a g>ub 

licn d ctrina_., n publ i c pla t!'orm, an a s ae1"ted confe ssional 

osition . 

Since t h.e unj_ ty of t he spirit is or God and n ot or mm, 

it does n ot have to be made or cal l ed into beinG by Chris:..· 

t ians, but i s t her e ar:iongst all believers, binding them to

c eth2r i n t he Lord . It i s t h ere in such a positive sense 

t hat 1 t actually has to be broken. .Mot only should t!:ds tel

l ouahip · ~e recor;nised, but to discoura~e it is a sin acainst 

our comn1on head, t he Lord, and our fellow believers. To pre-
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serve this unity of the spirit, as Ct. Paul urges, ia the 

notUl'F-1, inevitable consequence or s.aving faith 1n the oom

r.ion Lor<l. t:lu .. i stian fellowship ao a result or thia unit7 

of the Zpir i t 1n Cbr int :ts to be d1st1ngu1shed fran ohuroh 

relloriahip, wh ich i s e s :.eutialJ.y confessional fel lowship. 

Christ i an fellowship ia not dependent upon complote and 

p erfect uni ty though it certainly cannot endorse or oondone 

any t h i ng contre1•y to God 1 s Word or an:, cor.i-"'rom1se of God• a 

Word. Dr. Brm: puts it t his wa-:,: 

The basis of the fellowship or Christiana in p-ayer 
nnrl wore~1.i:. is always the all. .. e a d:, e.x1st1n3 unity o~ 
all believers as members of the body of Christ, not 
p 9 ? .. l'ect u1-;iitJ i 11 all points or doctrinnl oonfession, 
not orthodox:, . 

Agai n : 

,:~ Chl~i ati ans fellowship not bocauso in all partiou-
1:ll"' :S we all conf e ss t!'le sa:ne doctrinal oread, but be
co1Jse we a r e already united by t he Holy Spirit aa mem
"'j'.arrJ c:1e -;l a other i n t bo body or Christ, and oa auoh 
roembcrs :nat~all y seelt ti

6
ex.i.,ress this existing unit7 

i n C.brls tian fellowship. 

It i s roos t desirable that thla Christian fellowship be •1D

t a i n e c'. ~n t :l '3 l o ca l and lnd:i.vidu~l level, i ~1 the home, 1n 

vsr-., a mall 1acl9 t ed co!T'-3,mi ties, i n caiq,,s , during naneuver■, 

o~ G-'•? ed1 tions, anC: ofte-11 holidays, even to a limited ex

te~t in local yrayer and Bible study gatherings, and mini■• 

ters• f'raternals. 

u. less t he rinciple of Scripture 1• involved-and br 
this we mean that an art1ole or faith, a aor1ptUl'lll. Gal• 
mand or prohibition, or an example a1ven for the IU,14-
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once o!' t he Church ::.n all o 0es is at stnice--aeree
:nen li i ·· r.:> t nececsory f or upir!tusl unity, though it 
rn y b~ h::.a·.iy deslt'able :or Clu."i c t10?1 w·rnony 01' pur-
: :>a.a .. .,_ 7 

The.r-o i s u disti nc t a.:1d nost; · .1:-o!'tant pl.a. ce f:>r Chr·istian 

fcl : owchlp bfH·e::c on t ho one Lord , or.ae fait..1., one .:>aptism, 

f:l":.or.co of om• r 1th. .i·raye:c- , Jolnt - Blbl s stud:,, mutual 

d:i.s::.u::::.:-10:-1., ~n.:;01.l ..... •,~~e• e -it , a:1:l ed1110:i ·t ::.on u:i.cJ~!'" sue:. circu -

st,"r1cea .::i~•c :-:aot onl,\· not s i .a!'ul, but t ~ d.1 y --:,f a ll tr-ue 

1"::hu.rc.1 ui,it1 . Tl o 1 ailu1 .. e to ms te tllia dist lnction 13 evi-

J 1 , :, ;.1c says : 

Cur c .. t !'!::>tlo.:t bl"e · ~e1'! • • • celieve :1:.1..:::>.:r._·r o::ils.insl y 
t hat t he outward and visible unity of the Church in 
f i th nnc crde1• ond worah l ..,. 1a of i ts Y!Jl .. "J ea · enc 2 , and 
is uaran teed b y t he over-rulin0 power of the triune 
. ~d., 1-J! C C lod i t int.;, b e:l.n • Accurd:!.ngl:r., they 

17~rh.eodo1'"e 
(Tenth >ri.ntine; : 
1')51), fJ . 13.:.. . 

.;:-aebner , Tl~e Cl .. d.erlsn.; or 1J.Sllt and :lrong 
St. Lou:i.s:Concordia Pnblls ns-Hou'ie., c. 



c ~nnot l n ood conscience joi n ln t ha aearch for o lost 
n~ t y . I,ie ver t nele ss, I believe t hat t hey r e cognise the 

;,:."'e senc i , ti • • e wor-1 · oz many ;;m."lsti a ... be:lie"Jcl:'s, in 
a s!.gni f icon t 1 c:ense , wh o s tcnd out side that unbreakable 
ur.l t ~ • • • • 

T:..ese ... r e ~ .. 1 €.cu1,cr:j_cc l 1 1 of ::. united e.1:ter~- ::il c l-lurch, 

· '-.:.i f ::•L : .... 1·c.•· r, ~nt l n cloctrJ..ne o.n<l i-I·E . t ic:~ . I:.; 01•c5 er to 

be a J."' .l · · t.u1i t e l o i11rch , ~Jea ' n.:i. J& to ti~ s . .. e ~~oz·d, i;.e l-

rr.cnt «• 1 e::-: t h,·· L'lt c:nti on o! r .... a c.tic. , l a1j ,U ca ti~n be €seen-

li.:inu ou e her . e t, O i t he chui"c h , tlie public , the confes

, i onal l e e lir we believe it i. ;:.. i mpc.:rni bl.e to :,,,r aot.1ce Gen-
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and what i s to be t he practice of life and work in accor

danc e wi t t1 t l,e _ rinciples of' t he Word. On the other hand, 

i t is t1"ue t hat t h ol.1 we strive £or perfect unanimity, we 

can nevei'" o.chiove compl ete doctrinal purity, as Dr. Brux. 

arr;ues with t he support of quotnt:lons fro.1 Dr. c. F . \1. Wal

t her.19 It is a l so tzoue t het t he casual intrusion o:(' error 

i n to a section of t he church does not nia ke ·that church her

etical, nor docs it mean t ha t f e llowship must be broken un

l ess t .h. t section J;ardens i ts elf' 111 error. On t he other 

hand, t·-io1"e can be 110 _;e11uine o.l tar and pul ... 1 t fellol·Jship 

unl ess there is i'ul l accord between t he pa rti c1pat1n 

chu1'"c ' ,es, o:n ccord whic h. not only i n cludes t he fundamen

talc b1rt a lso t he i.1on- f'undo rnentals, for oven t he non-funda

menta l :; b ecoi'ltO c hurch dlvis ive , when t hey ere s pe c1.rics lly 

and consistentl y 1enored.20 Moreover, this subsczoip tion to 

19 Br ux, .2.L• c i t., p . 91; "Thesis V. The church mili
tant h aa , i ndeed , t he duty to s trive a1·ter absolute unity 
in fai t h a nd doci;r ine as t he ool, out i t never attains a 
hi_her de · ee or unity t h.en a un i t y in fundamontals. With 
re ect to t he do mas w.bioh d o not involve an ove,,. t .!I"owing 
of t he means neces sar y to ob tain s alvation, all believers 

BJ' err •••• T~lers tion 0'£ non-fundamental errors and 
deficiences o f.' knowl e dge is art of' the fel l owship of love 
among t hose who, wi't hout division, are joined together in a 
visibl e chu1'"ch . (Huelse1 orm, Quoted b:, Dr . ~ alther with 
np,£.-roval. , 1 . c., p . 114) ." 

.,, 20Theodore Gr a ebner, ~ Historic Lutheran Position in 
fon- I undnmentals ( ~;t. Louis: Ooncorara Publishing ouse. 

ID9T, P • 2·rurites: 11 \-Jitb reference to church-fellowship, 
n on- .:. undomentnls may be divisive wllen those concern a doc
trine or hietori c a l statement clecrly set forth but consis
tency i gnored or denied in the public doctrine of' a reli
g i ous body; uhil e problems 0£ theology ere not di visive of 
church f ellowship at any time." 
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the ar~lcles or f'ai t h must be o de facto a s well as e de 1uro - - --
subscription, a subscription wh ich lS i mpl emented by the r.,ub

l i c and p.r•ivate tee.chin:; and pr a ctice in conformity with tho 

declared conf'osaional position. 

Th e early Christian Church was one so long as it con

tinued i n t he apost l es• doctri ne an Cl f ellowship , f or -it was 

t · ·c1.::.:,.b. the doc trine ot t ! e apostles t hat the Lord buil.t His 

chul•ch . The w,i t :, or that first Chri stian Church was a very 

defi r ! t e and explicit unity i n t he word of Christ, and thus 

1n Christ illmsel.f . But as soon e s errorists came into the 

e arl .. chu rch, the chur cb milito.nt becu!l e di vided, n ot the 

:. plr i t u 1 ~ !_anct!., but the visibl.e body which composed 

t he !:!!!.'! :!fln cto. . No t thD t the true believers, who clung to 

the t 'Ol" d of Ollri&t were divl::led, but t hat t hosa who we,re 

a i5l e a d or deceiv ed by t i~ err oris ts were ~eparated from 

t heir f e llow bel i evers. Dep arture f rom t he Word of God im

mediately be ge.11 to de a troy t he fellowshi 1> o:f fa1 th., and the 

un _ty resultant from t ha t .fel.lowship . What becar.1e true with

i n a few de cades hes continued to be the pattern or visible 

Chl .. :!.stendom. Christians who love and adhere to God• a Word 

cannot have c hurch .fellowship with those who resist and de

ny od 1 s clear Word. Even if there were no coDllDBnd in the 

Scrip tures to seporate from., to withdraw, t o avoid, to have 

no church f ello\•rnhi with t hose 1..i o depart f rom the truth-

not even personal .fello1•:shi ~ with those 'Uho si•c of t he an ti-
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Chri s t 21 --t hi s se1,.arat ng 0£ t hemselves from those witn 

Whom t hoy x•e n ot i n ol .roemen t n doctri ne ond ln · roctice, 

Woul u be inovi t a ,le as t he Scriptures declore: 11 Can two 

Wol k t o1.,otho1, e::rce t t he • be OL,I'eed ·11122 In t " . i s respect the 

C::tholic Glun•ch e a , whe th.er Romon or Ol'ee ... ore quite logical, 

e ven thou (! l. t heir teaching s arc not in accordance with t he 

Ser ilt m·os , :hen t hey i n s i st t h.e t t he i"e i s no s uch thing 

os :J • l e a"! cot, pr omiae with. t ho• e Hho nave let' t t h o "rolcl" 

- - fOJ." ;·h.lch rear:on any !l8l"ticipa t i on on their 110.rt i n the 

\!01"ld Gounci l of Churcbos i s 111eon i n gl ess.23 Unles s t he 

scJ : ~-.at.le churches r e t ur n to t ho mother churches t hoy oan 

h o ,c o fel lou:!hip wi t h t hem.. (The . ·as t e r n Christians are 

Cv n r1::>ro cer t ain t ha.n t he Homs ns t hat t here is one Holy, 

C -:;·1olic , and !1p o2 t olic Chill:' .:h on e a rth , an d t hat t he Ort.ho

doa Ch:urchos 0 £ t . e t!!as t t os e t llor Cll"G its a,xtb.ent i c repre

Eento tivc . ) 

mh.e publ i c ex_ :>Si t i on o:f t he · :ord anci t b.e celebration 

or th.e ~:ia crament:i , which as i:e !'lo ted earlier con s t itu tes t! e 

e &s e n tial e.ct1vit iea of t he visi ble church, requires such 

compl e te a ccord and common understandi n& o~ the truth and 

t ..e ap lica t ion of t h e same , t hat e enuine an d complete f el

lo~ship, churc h f e llowshi p , altar end pulpit fellowship, 

2111 Joh11 7 :ll. 
22Arnos 3:3. 

2 3Rut h Rou se a n c Steuhen Ci:larlos 2leill, editors, A His
tor y of t he ECU!'!Gnical Nove• .onts, 1.::)17-1948 (Lond ::n: s-: F:
c. K.-,-1~54 ), P • 672. 
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con.ressionnl. .t"ol 1.owshiJ,, uit;h er1"or:tsts 1o unthi nkable. The 

~CI" i ,·tu1"es b :i.d ua ; 11 Toochinu the1n to observe !11. t r- in.;s ·what,. 

s ev r I huve c c,11.,aa,nded you, 11 211. and 11 I f ye continue .ln i~ 

Woi"d t h e n aro 7'! 111:y tliaciplos indeed. n2,$ And t he Scriptures 

wo.rn: :, ifo1-1 I bo se e ch you , b - et'l!'e11 J 1:1ork t he:11 wh.,.ch ceuoe 

d .v is i.ons o <l of:tencos co:ntr ral"Y to the cloetrine : hic.1 "Je 

have lear ned; a11d avoid t hern. 11 26 

I .r tll'ly in111, toaoh otllerw,. s a ., a':ld consent not t o whole-
;:. :>.me words, even t he t1ords of our Lord Jesus Chl•ist, 
t,n t t llC doctrine w 1ich _s aocordin0 to r;odli ess; 
,1e 1 s lJr oud , knowin n o·t lli ng, but dotin abou t ques
tin11s and 3 trites of Horde, t•Ji ereo.f cometh e vy: strii'e, 
ro::11,1.;s , evil sur islnL.; , poI'verse clisputings of n1en or 
co 1l"U , c r.dnds, and des ti t u te or t i1e truth, su , osin . 
t !tat ua i n i s godl iness : .f'ro.n such ~11 ·thdraw thysel.r.27 

I .f t .i1c1 .. e oomo any unto you, and bl'"ing no t this doc-
t.rina { t a t ,Te eus C ".l'" i s t 1s come in t e flesh, v" 7) , 
1·e ceive him not into your hous e , neither bid him God 
speed; ~or he that bidc~th him God speed is partaker 
o!' hi s evil deeds.2U 

3cl ov ,d, ,. :_en I cave ell dili ence to write unto you of 
t llo c: 0111mon s a lvation, it was needful !'or rue to write 
unto ou , ond c:hort you t hat you should earnestly con 
tend for the fo:"t. t! which was once delive1'"ecl unto the 
ac i nts.29 

~;here the1"e i s cow11on accord in the truth, where there 

i s o c ora"lo:-t confe e si on of t he same, ond a co111u:1on practice, 

24j•lc.tthew 28 :20. 

25 John 8: 31. 
26ilomans 16 :17. 

27r Timothy 6:3-S. 
28I I John 10-11. 
29Jude 3. 
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ohu:rch , altar and pulpit fellowship immediately becomea not 

onl y practical, _ossible and desirable, but inevitable. 

This i s t h e reason ~hy there have been such long and exhaus

tive nogotia tions between the various Lutheran ohm-cbea in 

Austral :ta, tunerica and Europe. Because of their common con

fe s s ional background--the Au ·sburg Confession or the Book 

of Concord, t hese bodies have earnestly exan1l ned the dif'fer

encea kee1,ing t llcrr: apart to see whether the7 were real or 

fict i tious, e ccidentel or incidental, anc \-Jhether or not 

t hey stemmed from a fundamentally differen t grasp ot cer

tain basic princ ipl es. At first negotisticns 1n Australia 

1:.1.::tueon t he United Evan elioal Lutheran Church i n Australia 

9n d t ts : van ~elicol Lutheran Church of' Australia progreaaed 

fa i r l y r apidly, and a oompr~hensive and exhaustive statemant 

of Theses of Agreement on all the controverted points ot 

doctrine e.nd teccbing was dratzn up end of'tic,.,ally endorsed 

by bot :i Ohurches st genoral conventions. When it cama Ibo 

the analysis of the root cause of' the differences over a

gainst the un1on1st1o implications of membership 1n the Lu

t heran World Federation, the Lutheran Church Bev Guinea (pro

jected) and the World Council of Churches, it becne appu

ent that there was a fundamental.ly dif'f'erent underatancU.ng 

of what constituted oompi-omiaing of the truth., and bare tbe 

negotiations seemed to have reached an 1mpaaae., and it looka 

as though t}'l.e two Australian Lutheran Chui-ob.ea will baYe to 

go their own way agoin. We, of the Bvangel1oal Lutheran 



Cl UL"Ch -:,! l.u troli ,, boliovo thr.t f l~om1h11> i n t ho 1orld 

Cc· nJO 1:.c'll '"'lOVOll'lOnts i n ilOl\fOS u a 1~, tho co. 3 •oml::;e of tho 

· e ·~ Jt\\l" C"; lll"O t: eel y nnt oornaa t l y diHcu:::nod, tho Scr:!.1,

t ,r n 1•0 n:,t r •J .n "ded as t,,,, _ or· ens , t o 1'tns1 nor ::.1 of' 

t 11 •! t~h . ( I ·., tho CQ S 'l O 1;'10 Luth9rSt": 'for~.d F,:,dernt1:>n, t h o 

Lut:1~l"n: 0011£.:sc:/.:, 12 ., thot,~11 c:onntiti tionn_ ly presc,•:lbed, 

D C &Oi. :r•o,,.urdod tlS t, '3 Ol":'ll3 "lormata,. th'3 tr O :.in d OOl"rcct ·--.--- ---- . -

J • • .. o , :,rt.11. ty 0'1d t;.10 dtiti, t o confess t ho t :t• .:.ths ?i' G: • a 

, n~~n nf t . e t 10 S od.s Ul!lula ue ·e opnrd1ae d , unle: oe basic 

o ~ co, o..t io ~ ncled en tho atovc issuer. . 

•.L ei I s • :,rd .t"· c,atic:it ,.1111y dif'.f'cl"en t f'Il ::ma t he tai:>don, ocu11i0n

ical s •• i 1 t . Com:r.'l :10L1.7 rror1J the r oc.l ity or 1,o.s.1c E")!1•1t ol 

.f:rnt .. !1 .... t error nnd dev1o.t.1,on :rrom r ... veolcd t ruth one un

scrl .,tt1ral prac t i ce have ul"oic:on thiB 1'wtde,,1011 .;a1 unity 1n 

tlm vi sibl e church, and enclor.vours to sm_ot il over tho deep 

GU11's, \·J!l1oh have dcvcl opod, not by corroctlnr; t!le errors 



and erron e ous practices w; ich have · erverted the Christian 

tzosiiol, but b . t hr owing all, both tru t h end err:>r i n to a 

common meltl n3 ~ot , declaring that since we are one in 

Chr i t, \.J8 mu. t manit'est t bis uni ty. To remsin sei.,orate, 

irrcs1.ectivc or t he r eason , s sin, t he ecumenists contend. 

Bcu:.-1cnls m t r los to cut t he :-or dion knot , and thorefore a

c hie ve :; ni, solu t i o11 . The onl y t r ue unity of the vis·• ble 

cnu1,eh l:i.es i n a compl e te r eturn to the truth and precept or 

t he ~~cr l _, tures . Since ·t hls is seemingl y iruposa1ble, a t ruly 

u .iteo oJiu c :.i hcn .. e be l ow i s , likewise, impossible. Th 11t, 

eor.1oi1ou. mr.d:, wor l d ecuP1en:1.sts meno.-~e t o ui eunderstancl t his 

funco:no tel ob jec t ion is ap parent from st;ch wri t ing s as 

l: ho:..e o Dr . U. '! . Craig wh.o i n 1937 waa i nvited to become 

e mc1r.ber or tl-1e i\r11t,r i con 11.b.eolo..::.ical Committee of the .Fa1 th 

encl Or der !•.ove~ents., e nd t•1ho s ince t hat time hes been active • 

l y co:,nected w"" t h the , 01-1th a nd t he work 0£ t he \-:orld Coun

ci l o:r Churches : 

The1•e m•e other bodies ,-;hi. ch do not say so frankly that 
t-.hey and t hey al one are the true church . aut actions 
s p e a k l oader t l~an words. \.Jhen 1'ellowsh:tp i s der-ied, 
this inc.iicstes t ha t t hey do not b ~lieve t hs t others are 
r eally a part of t he c hurch. I s ~wll use for illustra
tions t h e ..;outher•n Baptists, the !-lisaol.lri Synod Luther
ans ., a nd t he .1\ng licens • • • • They e.re cornui tted to 
i 1i'le,!1bl e absolutes wb.bch .1'01 .. bid l"ecoc..nisiu other 
bo.:i:tes a s !'ully a portJ of .t l'le true Church. 

30i t is incorrect to describe the deeoAinational bodies 
oi' <.:hristemlorri as ports o:t the true church.. Tllo true church 
is c n:-·.po=ed of ell true believers. They alone ore its :nem
bers. And the true church is there Wberu the Word is pro
clti! imed end the Sacraments are administered. Tho local 
c .t1u1•ch i::; a t 1,ue visible church. only w,lSn it t.ruly preaches 
t he whole Word of God, end administers the Sacraments in 
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'r. ,o : o t!J.orn ·>tlo to ,.cJ t s .o :-u.:iaow':1 Lut hcr m-uJ oro 
\1c '"'\O:J°i; ·t:,~lcol . 1 .. o t cstnnt rc:,r o. e ,tnt:lvea 
c•.·.~1j_vo •. :J . i:. · 0:1 .,1~:cn 1. 0 nrc cons1 CI>1ne:. 
"JOVo 1::>t.1·11 ; ,;o do ul t cl:.u "h 'cd r .t_:,no 1• en; ro:-.. ~ 
::"J t 10 • u r.m .i. cnJ. ~ .. o .ott:0:.1 t, ror t!u~ t u o:.1ld !.: m the e. · .. 

l :-J • •• n 1,; t. t otl 01 .. b:)u.i o~ e ·. a,. L:, ::t¢ l o. _.;e · l;::, t c " • Jl"0 :1. 
... ~i;ho .... i • o,:,it _:; :l ·,re ~ .ro t i c t o l j : · a lo cul oa ... os,1bl ;, 

r :l1:i .. r~cd b l ! C".'crs ao Sti::.r .:. i.u l w,n•r nt . r: r t her.1 
a b C:.f 11 ·e b 10 ·:nt · 01 c.l 'ounc 1 :>1 hu- ch.es 

~,,n 11,h1 ., 
11 tho 1.· 'I l'" t on end ov . '· 1 E ~otc l i nro ~or,! 

o" t.J'' cl oa z!uu Testaroo!1t aea '£ t ! .e c ,lUZ'ch. ' aa -
•· t:; '.':lu~t J.0-:10 t i' .. I' :.,~ethr c of ot hoi.. do:10:-,ina t.l 0 .1 s • 

b.i.t .•• ...., ,V.:li al't i .. ::e o.r. t :.1.· · • c:rr:>r9 . t ? ors :o Hoc-
' .,.J; t ·c. nrci,: .• Jtu~ol t.'.OOZ"'J or on oi- an1::cd Univ ersal 

(. :•vc:1 • • • · ,u:t ,: o_,o i ... 11 o no bo ,: ::,~· o· .I' ft• t! , a 
n : 1:..:. to· e:. on d 1c; , ., : ... 11. boc ~t'? i.n I 01 .. Qi ~rn t he a .lbl ir•lll · 
• 1 ' 1 f •·t~C ••"' ft ,. , - II - •- .., • .•u .,. - • 

' c . .. : ~Jo ,J.v' :· ?' , 9 l.ci .,· t Lo s t.r e no cor-
:.·c t 1.!,c~:•·nc . ' ... 1,0 h•lJ 01•0 Wil l !:.: c: t o c _dc1'" 
'i • r L .~:. .. .,~ ·• .. ?.· L• t 1.1.1 .rt!t10 r ,u:,· 1".~t at i 1.l .:.,rooc1 .. -.:- 1 thi s, 
t. c c~ ~ ~- · uooti • t !'lecd to bo r el nccl. c u-, ·t "' t , .o-
• c · · ~ o:r :•ot iod!c ta . .:l\8 . ." :iovo1• .:cl s 1b-
. c_ 1 ,:ihur . Ca n l'o • Hei.co :i ' iiO~:>lU'i 

c :1noli :ln . :i:• ,l e j 1.~1 4" a. urv: oc 
ot.l o.,• , c - ~co, t J'&:'1 or1.:o , ~., .c : 

1 ~ lo~ ul t h t. 'tor 'Lu o_ :.•n o Dl C ".> 
" :.1 otbc.i•a d 1 ~1;; t o concoivo , s~ ... rent 
·. L a · ot c o ct_ean o: doct r no.Jl 

T: • .s bo(.; under ..:.t..., l otc :.1 c--ti10 Lt1 :.o:r~un Cburo,1 
[ l:.100·,ri •: .ou )-- is 0.10 o f t, 10 l ur O" " nn J :itronr.ost 

~•.1t: .o 'Dn 'bodi c e .. n Ar.nl"'-co , : n c.! i 1~0 , rovod e serlous '7i -
::; tcclo to w-. · n ovo1'l o 10n.: Lutho:.-.un3 . l t , w ..., talLn up 

c011-·cco:.t JUOl a .lci u .. ,co- o..:., c •atlve .i o:i:.tion on 
tl 0 ..ltl .:.~ 0~ a ll ti:.o Lu.e hol"- l SJ tbol1c b~ok a, 11 lid refuD
oc ":io e . ··c!' .. 1. t o ony • r.d o!' c o- oporntl -:>. or u..91 • n 11itil 
~ 10 io:-ld Council ,;:,:t• an-:, o thoz• body , S ·oh QG 'WOU d in 
:i.t:J v_e\,1:J co m,1,:rom.toe ·t;110 t">e 11c lot1011 0£ t ~ t :-u th which. 
~ 1a.. c coivocl t hro~~h t; ro 11 l :,t Scr _:,turea in t hoi1t 

.!\oc or rl~r,c,. ;,. ::. t i.a Chriot • ... co.·i.: .and . All true b ol.1evers oro 
~-- r t ot , · t l o • cnoo :a. , no ibcrs ~f t i o une. a· %!_Ctn. \,.10r
ov r t c Hord l o tr ·l .. .. rocl11..tc1ou nn • t !.C Lacrm•1cnt:J ru•c coi-
r o •.;ly tim:l,i:lster ed t:. " ro wo co► z•oco~ni ~o 'l::ho iiI"uo ci-..w,011, 
bu't • ut 11 ti a oono, 111uti or1n1 eomJo--c r,c .. •t r ti . tl'uc 
c 1rch . 

3l cr-o G, OD . cit., '> • 27_. -- ,. 
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Luthc1's i r1~erpretat i on, s o uri t e s Dr . R. ous s .32 

It i s po -:-:1.i.bl e , as wa have no t ed , for somebo<ly to be

lieve i ~ Christ , anc: -o Ii bccauuc 0£ the ue a kneaa of human 11r.-

o:r bla -:,r · 1~o juclice c..1 •,;, to rel i .. i ous envir onment, en d 

O A • 

.1. ::..n~ equate or de .t'icle, t n doc trl .:, tlon , to e spouse an er-

r oneous op nion r pr actice . Purt her, s l nce all Christlans 

are to r ow into t he perfe c t r11anhood in Cb.1"ist, ~hen we can 

onl y er-pcct to !'ind doctrina l i mper:rec t i ons as well as moral 

wee csr. ~moncs t Clu"istia~s and i n C. ristian con ec otions. 

But '"1citb.e the net th t 111ony Chr i s t i ans tire i n er~or, nor 

th" t t, ez•e uill e or be a •":i e wben the e:irt. !l. ch1..u"c h is 

c or1.>l ctoly .rree :f.'1,0 11 e1"roI' , requi1"es t ' a c error be t olerated . 

On tho c o11tr .. 1ry, t he Scriptures ca tegori ca lly condemi, all er

ro1• ::.n all el"ror ists, a s we h.e.ve also noted. Th,i s basic 

p.rinc.i_Jl c He dare never l ase s l £}1 ... 01 in our considerati011 

or t :io nrobl cm of Chri s t i an Fellol•!ship a nd Church Fellowship. 

Dr . Samue l Johnson • s obs er vat ion: 'For my part, s ::.r 7 I 

t hink ea l l Christian s~ 1, ether o:pist s, or Protest ants, e. ee 

i n o s s ent1al rticles; and t h at t 1eir dif'ferc-nces a1"e tri-

vial; ancl rat her _,ol iticul t han r c l .ig l ous, 1133 n· hove ox-

91~Gssccl a sal ient chnr ~ct eri sat:i.on of t he :lltlny ciscussion s 

of' ecclcs i o.s t i col union d uri 11g t he 17th a nd l tJtll centuries, 

but is esse n t ially u1Jreol i stic ono supe r £1c1al. 

I n t r ue Lu t h oran .i'o.s hion , f ollow l n...; t he II de.m.'lomus" of 

32Rouse end l eill, oo . cit., p . 325. 
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t llE> Jonfecsions., Dr . 1'.. . Pieper in his brochure on " Union:..a-:1, 11 

1 1atu t l c hurchcrn wi t h u hom we cannot havo church rellow

s!liP • He ·writes : 

!11 A.P!.Jlyin • t his doc t1"ine ue tdll reject union wi th 
a . tho Un_ tari on denominet iC111.s; 
b . t ·ie .. omis !i chur ch; 
c . the 3.ef ormod denomina t :i.ons, both ouch £ s teach 

t l.n t Goel doc"' not des i r e t he salvat ion or all men, as 
ue l l as those t hnt main t a i n that God does not by groce 
alone. wla to save s nd con vert •,en . It i s a re _.rette
bl c ·act thot the l atte1 .. fa l se doc tri ne hes f ound a 
ho,ne \•Jlthin t he Lutheran church j 

· • those wh o deny t he means of gra ce \>I. i c h God 
m1 .. ordained ; 

e . those wbo deny t het t he Bible i s the infalli-
b l e · Jo1 .. d o! od . J4 

Dr. ?· er,cr aevotes a ,-1hole chapter to proving h i s position 

fro111 t . .:.e f-cr. ptura l and t he a tti t ude or t he churches eon

cerned. T. •tel" e r:;i ven s re.fu t ation of the many ob jections 

rsise~ in t.t11~ defence oi" unionism. lie s ·1ows t hat uncler 

such c i rcur.1stanccs as Lll'i se in our dealings with ez•ring 

churches, re£using church f ellowshup ia not i ,pat1ence with 

wenk bI"ethren, i s no·t contrary to Chr.Lstian love, and is 

not an act o~ arrogonce, 35 but a confe ssion of t he truth 

t ho t we hove beco 1e t he Lord' s a l one by ilis grace throau.a. 

faith. i n t e promi ses of Hi s Word . Since His ·Jord is tho 

founds tion or 01.1r f'ai t h , and t h o on e hope of our eternal 

sa l vation, i t must be ou.r sole t;i.l.ide i n all matters of faith, 

doctrine and life . 

34 ~. Piep er, Unionism--Whet does t he Bible ~ay about 
Church-Union~, trans. Rev. J. A. R1mbaciland Pro. E. ff . 
arindt (Oree on City Enterprise, pamphlet, 192$), P• 10. 

3.5ill2_., P• 28.f. 



CHAPTER VII 

T!OJ! i>,ELLO 1SliIP OF CHRISTIANS \'IITH CIIRISTIA.'IS 

"In t h e :Mew Testament sense. the church means the .rel-

101-,ship oi: Cl'll'i st here and now--this and nothins else." 

writes Gosta Lindeskog in his consideration of the rolation

s ni .. ·, be t maen t he church and the kiDGdom of God.l Being of 

one body Christiano are members of each other. As members 

of eac other , one i n t e l r Lord, they are in spiritual fel

lowsh i p wi t h eacil other. Th.is spiritual fellowship partakes 

or t e nature of their spirituol oneness in Christ. It is 

n ot s e on and not always apparent. In essence it cannot be 

b1•oken just as t he unity or t he 1nv1s1blo church cannot be 

bro.en . u t just as in the visible cllurch we have orrencea 

and s chisms and divisions. so the earthly fellowship between 

hel:! e,,erP is of'te.n st!)a1ned and mrred and broken. 

I•'or Obristians to desire fellowship with theiP tellov

Chris tians is most natural. If they do not desire the fel

lowship of tbeir fellow believers, it is very doubtful U 

t hey are truly the Lord•s. This £ellowsh1p 1a not denom1Da• 

tional .fellowship. It is a spiritual fellOlship 1n the Lard. 

It is apparent in tho attitude of believer• one to anotber. 

It s h ows itself in the relat1onsb1.p ot believer to believer. 

As the circumstances arise and the occasions require, it 

1Andera Ny~en, editor, Thia is tba Church (Pb11ade1-
·ph1a: Muhlenberg. c. 19.$2), p:-t}i:6-;- -
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manifests itself' in spiri.tual discussions, in mutual en

courageroent in t he f aith , i n joint-pr ayer ond mcdltat1on on 

God I s ~ ord . Prayer .fellowship is not denominational fellow-

Ship either , oG i)r . Bru:· contends.2 r-a er fellot-1ship i s an 

cxp~ession o~ w,ivers al Chr13tian fe l lowship , t he rellowsh ip 

or those u~10 tl.3VO a c tpted Chri st's atonement, and t•ho mani 

fest t .1cir .t'ait h by t he l r •:alk and t heir confession.3 This 

ind1vldua l fcllowah i p i s no t a token of perfect or f ull un

ity ln s l 1 1aot ter3 o:f f'ai t h and hope . !~ It is t he token of 

funda.ents l Chris tian f aitb, .5 of t he one heavenl y Father, o f' 

i;he :>;10 Lord, o. o fai tll. one baptism. Those who ere of the 

Lord arc one in Hitn, and spiri t ually one with all t heir 1'ol

l ou alicvers . 

'.i_lis fellowsh i}) of belie v rs would oe certain and evi

de t ucre i t e vi dent wh o are t he believers. But no human 

bei nu kn ows just w .10 are t he t r ue believers in t he Lord. 

t 'hil~. each i ndiv du.al knows whatb.er or not the Lord is his 

2Adol ph A. BrlL~, Chrl stian Prayer-Fe llowship and Union
i sm (b isconsin: 1>ompbl et , 193~, p . l vO . "The a;,criptures 
T'i!aph. 2Ll 8 ., 3 :12) base prayer and prayer-fellowship on fun
clai. n t a l f aith in Christ a.s :aadeemer, not on acrse:nent in 
ever- crticular of doctrine, and t hereby make pray er-rel
louship an act ·or universal Christian rellot,sh.lp and a nor
mal ext,ression of the eJtistin~ brotherhood of all Cllrls
t i ans i n t .. 1e w1iversal Church." 

)Ibid., P• cl. 
4lliE_., P• eo. 
.$Ibi d., pp . 66-70. 
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Savi our and God. 6 often he is so harassed by temptation■ and 

tri als. and t he sinfulness of his own nature, that he 1a 

r eo.1•.ru1 of hi s own standing before the Lord. It that 1• the 

case with ourselves. how much loss certain are we of the 

f a.1th o:f t he heart or our f'ellowmenl When and aa this taith 

manifests itself by ott1tudoa, di spositions, confeasiona and 

1;arti cularl y by manner of 111'a and by lov1ng-k1ndneaa, the 

believe:r- !'ee l s drawn to such a fellow believer, and, by tba 

~ aciou ... leadirig or t he tioly Spirit becomoa aware ot such a 

bas i c bond i n t heir coinmon Lord, that fellowship together in 

Hi m ia t lle result. It 1-s the ganui neness of Christian fa1Ul.1 

i:1ot necessar i l y the question of the orthodoxy of the person 

c onc e1•:;.1od, 7 wh ich draws believers together. But any appa

rent i s ar i t y or i nconsistency or lite, confession, or at

tit ude t o the spirit, teacili ngs, love and bol1neaa of the 

Lord, i m.~edia tely end proportionately destroys Cbriatian 1\91-

lo~,ship . Whi le the prof'ess1on or error at onoe makes a per

son I s faith suspect, and by contrast the oonf'eas1on of the 

truth af·r1rnis and attests 11 person• a ta1th1 1nd1v14ua1 Chr!a

tian f ellowship is not essentially baaed on oon~esaion or 

lack o!' confession, but on the ono spirit. For thia reaacm 

confesaio.nal fellowshi p cannot nullifJ' Ohl'istian .t'ellovah1p, 

but having its r .oota in the latter, it grows out or Ohria-

6Galat1ana 4:6. 

7 Brux., .22• ill•, p. 89. 
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tian :rellowsh.ip . 8 The CJtri3tian hos no <le sire, and no inner 

ure;e to fellows hiy with a non-Christian, even though he be 

1'roru .. Cbri stian h ome, or a CJ:t.rist ian communi ty, or (nom1-

nolly) in a Christian con8l'egat1on. On t he other hand, a 

Cbr_stian does not demand of another t hat he show his cre 

dentials of mcrnb erDh i p in t c invisible chui'"ch bef'ore he 

re110.1elli p s wi t h h i m. There are many evidence s o!' fe i th 

which. soonot"' or l eter become apparent . These attest a per

t;on I s .faith 011d s ttltude to the Lora. hat i s true over a

c;c:tnst t he esta.bl l s hme:mt of i ndividual f ellowship is essen

tially true olso ~or t he ostablishraent of membership in a 

c oncr-ct,.nti o11 n ~ oynod . i~o one c 6Il postulate membership in 

t he 1nv1slbl e church before such vis ible i'ellowship is ac

cor ~od. It is t1~ue , however, that t he :f'ellowship within 

t he loo l con e ::;otion rind i n church communions presupposes 

and presumes me111bershi p :i.n t he .!::.'!!!!_ soncta. While i ndividual 

i'el lows h.ip is based on membersh i p with t he invisible commun

ion of' saint s , t he two cannot be eguated. Individual fel

l oPshi and con!> c t;ation.al and s :;nod.ical f'el iowship are 

cl osel rel ated t o membership 1n t he !!!!,! aancta. snd in es

sence 01"e dependen t on it, b ut they a1'"e • ot· t he same. 

The fellowship be tween Christians 1£ to a large extent 

dependen·t on local circumstances, and t he exigencies of th8 

hour. t e find t he early Christiana fellowshipped together 

quite naturally. This bond· of fellowship was strengthened 
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and intensified during timaa of persecution, It bea

strained by t he adve~1t or the discrimination between Jeva 

and Gentiles. It was disrupted by the emergence ot aob1a• 

matics , er r oris ts, heretics and false prophets. In the 

course or t he centuries this Christian tellowab1p was n019-

r11olly r 3tr icted to tho3e o'£ similar 1'ai th and conviotion. 

:;orom t i e t o t j,1110 loco.l oiroumstances brought Christiana to

gether, and t he ot11'riers 0£ 01•eed, colour and tongue were 

ova~ridden . The aaine ls truo today. Normally C!11'1stl ana 

fellowship wi t h tl1ose 0£ their own faith. This denomina

t ional a ep:re J:l tion seer11s to be stront:,rer and more apparent 

n t he ow countri es , the Uni t ed States, Oanada , Australia, 

Sout h klrica , than in Europe or amongst t ho indigenous 

chur•c_ e s of I 11dis ond China. Amongst our Lutheran ~•ople 

there i s usually no need for fellowship with non-Lutherans. 

But there are so many situations which arise where there la 

need ~or indivi dual Christian fellowship, which overrides 

denom1n tional barriers that an elucidation and cl.arifiaat.1.on 

of' the fundamental principles involved is necessitated • . 
There are s o many situations in life, in which 1 t aee11111 un

na·tm-al tor Christians not to .(ellowship with other Chri■• 

t1an~, that we are roroed to look at and restate tba deeper 

implications of the whole problem of fellowabip in t.ba Lon!. 

Under such oirou:nstanoas 1t becomes apparent tba, oont•••1cm

al fellowship, which is to be practiced on the baala ~ --
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bcrel'?.l., ·.~ -~-- 1.1n vcrs nl chu.rch . 9 , re wo then to conclllde 

n..: clo ·· .i~c oc u10 .otz th.Gt t !·ie aol er! to:r1on for Cr.r1 .. tian 

1st! n ca~ 1 0 ~i von co~~octl y and unde~stood i ntolli3ently 

o 11 ·· u:·.on 10 care ull:; cU .... t.ln 1 h bctucen 1nJ1vic1unl ru.'ld 

c. ·1.:.•ch J'cl l:.,1~shi_h 

'l'.> i . 01"'0 oct1•1nol :lt!"o.t•ance·· tor t he sake of Cm-ls-

t_c:n 1. ~l!o ;c.l' ,) 1a Ju$t Q!'] aor:J.ous an iseue end .lnuolves 

ov•Jn l:·.:cll:,, ju:z t oa ~en ain gainst t he ,:ord or ~od ss ta 

'):! ' ' : ::> •ol .:. ~-1.U'Ot ::m . 'l'ho CGS011CO or U.."li oni:J _s disregar-

t c-d rri ' t ,o r ,~vc:ilod t1.~,., t :O . '.l' o essence or schism :ls t l'l..e 

.:ua1•1· .. i; t.1 . r•d un junt ~f cd di oru.9t!.on of cp1rituol uni t :-,r . 

T! clw.•: : · c~t ~1 or t hese oonflictinG i M licati~ns l1os ln 

th~ tuo 'olcl r(llo-"z o tion: I111rstlJ, indiv1dulll .f.ollowstlip 1s 

bt• ~ot 0:1 tbo rwr,1b c.:.1•~bi iJ o.r ul l tr·:.e bel i evers il t c ono 

. 1:, m :·i atio c; urch, 1hcxaeaa chux•all rello1-;Gh1p ir o secl on 

a co ·•:1r., •• c:,,ni'eEwi on , ,.,cl ii- ores sion :>,r; t i o C.r..r:.:.st1011 i'ni th. 

f.,oc o .,~ , .:..~uL vi• u· l .fol}.u 1oi:ip i!'J a C1.0ttGr aa.c :i orson has to 
. 

o\ln co 1scioru.la , , ~1ol"en s ehurch i'el-

:1:hot :·..1~ : a , t ... .1•ely t t heoloG1cs l disp tat!on but 

en rn: .. uc ·J 1...~r t,., olai .. i.f .,"' t he t• 1•inci >loo uh:Lc:h o. o :lnvolv""' 

11 act1,1 l 1, obl cma of life lo evident whon He consider tl:.9 
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ca$e of u. husband and wite, who 1'1nd that theJ both believe 

in the &ame Lord~ yet tho1r denominational backgroun4 oauae■ 

di .er " en t op1r1ion over vtiriou& polnts ot doctit1ne e.nd the 

i ntu•pretatio11 of Scripture. Is their rmr:r1ae;e to be dia

ru~ted b~ccuoe neither con convince the other? I.1' st. Paul 

bad t he believi. g ptn"tncr to continue with. the unbelieving 

O 'lG:o i.hen th~ l~t tor was leo.3ed to dwell With tho former. 

how rauc~ more shou_d n~t Chriut1an husband and w11'e continue 

t o o the :.-:- :.:md £ ind s. wa:s of 11 vine. derp 1 te thoir denomina

t ional di:r.fei•ences?lO Further, because ot these d1.f.1'erencea 

a:1oul c.l they decline to inaugu.rnto the family al tar or ter

runnt c t ... ssme? S.!:1-:,ul d t hey desist fron1 pray•: r "nu devo-

ti :n ... l l"eadln upo:-i awak1n1~ n:1d retit-inu, or do so w1 th a 

CUilty con.s cience? The im1Jlicetions are SUl'ely unth1nkab1e. 

llow co.n a Christinn husband and wife wilo ore pl'qa1ca117 one 

in ·tho Lor ~. and spiritually one in t he.!!!'!!. sancta. decline 

t o 1:ave spiritual fel1owah1p ·111 th each other? Hel'e 1 t ia 

not ttle question of confessing the truth ovei-- against error. 

b· t or a huab ... nd end wife aclo1owledg1ng oacl.a. other as .t'ellov 

bel_evGr c , though th.&ir k: .. owledE>re of Chl-1. s tian faith 1& ■tt.11 

1rnpor1'cci:. I n other vords, here is t ho problem o~ those vbo 

a:a: e or:e in t.1e !!!!!. sa.ncta and p.hya1cal17 one 1n tha Loi-4, 

yet who erG separl'ted trom ench other by the barrier• aawae4 

by errin5 teac:ie!'s in the course of tbe growth. of Iba Cbl"1•

tian Church. 

lOI Cor. 7:12-J.4. 
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Let ue consider what th!:a could load to, Be1tbel' hu~ 

or wif'e ai"'e e.blo to convince each other as to the truth o-r 
t he 3cri ptux-es on their dU'.f'erent beliefs. Bevertbo1eaa, 

t hey maint a in t he r-'amily Altar. They rear their children in 

the Christian f ai tll. Wllon the children grow up, due to cir

cumstances, and t he lact< of clear parental guidance., tba7 

bucome a aocieted with denominotiona other than those to 

v:llich t he ir p arent s belong . But the whole .tam11J' remain■ a 

devou t Chri s •t ian family. Should not the .Family Altar be re

sumed t·,h en t he wh ola f'ernily comes together? The answer 1a 

on obvi ous n .tes 111 But what about oo~tlMW11on? It is horrif'y

i n~ to a confe s sional Lutheran to think, for example, of a 

Lutlcr an .rat her, o. I-tetllodist mother, a Baptist daughter., and 

a Chu1•ch or E!,e;land son oorrum.minG to ,ether. Wo are aware of 

the deep conressional differences soporating tnoae churches. 

Yet t his family has Sl"OWn up together. The7 have booome 

t olerant or or indifferent to each other's re11gioua a1r11-

:tations. ~hey could be ignorant of the dootrinal differ

ences, especi ally those concerning the Sacrament of tbe Al

t ar, which brought into being their d1f':terent cnurcbaa. 

h'he:i 111 t ile sluiplic1ty of 1'a1th, t hay os a .tam11y attend Ula 

oeleb1•e. tion or t he Sacrament and part1o1pate, can we d•DJ' 

them a bene~icial commllnion? Sure1y., the answer 11•• 111 the 

extent to which the persona conoe1"Ded are aware bow 1naom

patib1e are the oonfliating teaohinga ot thair reapeoU.ft 

churches on the Sacrament. Where they are not alllll'e or tbl 
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inherent contradictions between the Lutheran and RerOl'llle4 

teachi ngs on the Sacrament 0£ tb.e Altar. we could not cbai-ge 

t hem with sin, but they will receive the blesa1nga of tba 

Sccrament only as they believe the worda of institution. 

But as t hey beoome aware o.r tho con.t'lloting teachings of 

t heir r especti ve churches ao to tho sacramental presence of 

t he body and blood ot Ohrist for t he forgiveness of sin•• 

t hey c&nnot c ~mroune without becoming guilty of 1nd1rtuienoe 

to t he decla rations of the Lord in the wcrds of inatitutlon. 

The i r deepest :fellowship in the Lord has now ceased, and thSa 

i s s oin ~ t o have its repercussions in theil' devotional fel-

1 01.zs l i p . 

Whi le initially t he f'auily could and did pi-actice a 

God- leasing pr ayer and devotional fellowsbip. if now ao• 

members of the f an ily persist in r efusing to believe the 

words of institution in the sacrament of the Alta, tb1•• 

like any other matter on which the Word of God has apoken, 

will becorne a cause or division. When it becomes appuent 

th.at son1e members of the family are hardening themaelve■ •• 

gainst the clear Word of God. even prayer and devotional 

fellowship w1 t h such eventually beooDB a 1mpoaaf. ble :t• tho■• 

who rear the Lord and believe His Word. 

From the above we must tberet'oi-e oonolude• that; vblle 

Christian Fellowship., as practiced in a hom by way of :t•• 

ily devotions and prayer., ia not dependent or the oori-eotl 

understanding or all Christian ti-uth. it cannot aontdlau.e 
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where t here is 1nd11'ferenoa or opposition to tba WOl'4 of' tl:la 

Lord. ChI'istian Fellowship amongst indlviduala preauppoaea 

true f aith i n t he Lord Jesus, not complete doctrinal apee

rnent. But since a Spi rit-wrought willingness to submit to 

t he Wo~d or t he Lord is a fruit or true faith, peraiatent 

adhc1 .. ence to that which 1a contrary to the WO!'d ot the Lord• 

t ha t i s., to erroneous teachings an.d praot1oe•• omnot but 

hi nder and even tually destroy fellowship 1n the LoX'd on the 

i !,dividue l level as 1r,e11 aa on the church and confessional 

l evel. 

'11110 roblom. however, is not confined to the 1'am117 re

l ationshi p . Nor is it en isolated or extreme case. A a1m-

1l ur situa tion -, 1 .. iaes when Christian soldiers f'ind them

selves thrown together in a military camp, when a team on 

expedition ~ets to lmow each other intimatal7 und&l' condi

tions ~f' prolonged isole t1on, when Chr1at1m families by tht 

necessity of following their trade or earning a l1ve11hoo4 

go into s parsely populated areas where there is no oburah. 

In a way the some problem ar1aaa when Chr1at1ana find them

selves in the company of fellow Chl'iat1ana on a longer vac · 

tion. The implications of Christian f'el1owah1p are v9r7 

tar-reaching. even to involving the celebration of' oammmion 

in cases of emeri;enoy, or when soldiers, ~or example, ~aoe 

battle and death. Though some o1rcuutanaea rigb.'3.7 oo• 

within the sphere or except1ona1 oaaea, tbs aeneral p:r1no1-

plea of God1a Word are cl8&1' enough tor OVel'J' earne■t ••••~ 

after the truth to lmov when he is to practise Cbl"l■td.an 
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Fellowship a nd when be 1a to retrai n tar oonao1enoe •••• 

Purther, i n t he course of the general ministry ve haye 

con1e up aga inst problems ot t he f'ollow1ag natUl"e. We have 

met'. end e o.r nestly spoken to folk in hospitial, and in con

sequence have be en invited to their homes. We have then 

.found tam to be enemplary Christians of fine oalibro, but 

perhaps of Baptist or some other fundamentalist persuasion. 

They obviously year n t or spiritual fellowship, eapocially 

When thoy live in t he isolation of some rural areas. The 

pos i t :1.on ue have come to is that with such people Christian 

fe l lowship i n Bible study and prayer is nQt only desirable, 

ut a duty and a responsibility of Christian love. Commun

ion arc church fellowship, however, is dependent on full 

a ec nent 0011cc1"'n i ng t he confessional d11'ferencea which d1a

tin3Ui sh our Lutheran 1,osition 1'rom that of' their particu

l ar der,ominotion. Their willingness to Sl'OW in Christian 

knowl edge proportionatolyafrects our Christian f'ellowahip 

toge t he?". 

Dr . Brux has attempted to olarif'J' the underl71nS prin

ciple s 1nvo1ved when in hia examination of "Christian Pr•JU19-

Fellowship and Unioniam," he \ir1tea: 

1. lt"rom II Theasaloniona 3:6-1.$ 1t 111 clear that tha 
passa:t;e actually declares that rel1Bioua tellow•btp Id.th 
the persons ln·_queation (a brother who walk■ "1,■order-
17) should be ma1nta1ne4 and continued (a4mon1ab blm •• 
a brother). This will hold, by analog also tor 8Uoh 
cases 0£ doctrinal errOl" where the fundamental■ r4 
Christian raith a?"e not overthrown.11 
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Here "t:e shoul d noto, howovel', t nat on tbe aont.11a17 the 

admonition of r.•t . aul i n verae 6: " ••• t!'lats ye 111tbdrav 

yotU"scl ves t:ro: 1 every brothel' thnt wolketb. d1aorder17, and 

n · t G.fto1• t ho t r e e: tion wr..lcb. he. :roco1ved or ua" la al•••ly 

on 1nju. ot i on t o coose c1,1r_tunl and rells 1oua ro1low■b1~ 

e1l t h nuch on ar11 i nc brotbor to :noko n1m rool1ae t hat he 1a 

wol !t n" U.so11 de:rl y an d not a.rto11 tho tradition raao_,u1d :rz.001 

u-.. . :., .1t k :(~n ue t l".J.ts wi t !idrow tro.;1 him OUI' att1 tudo to h1111 

:t.• to r enl!lin t bo t or o bl"othor~ and not boco:ne tbct ot an 

cno • 
G. l'ra:,1e.r-.fel l oweh 1.:-: w1 th Chri atiuns or othel' deaoml• 
nei;J.ona i!:ipl "es a nd 1nvolvoa only a r ecognition of a 
cor .. norJ C!U"! ot1on1ty on tlle baaio of tho eamo founC,a
t l on , <..b.rist ( I c01,. 3111-lS) , and doea not l ll ltac,lf 
i~pl y 1• i nvolve any oocor,,tance or , or conntvame at, 
o. .:.n i .f1"e1,once i n 1·e3a.i-d to, doctrinal error.J.~ 

.3 . un l vo1'"sol G.i.'lr1atlon tellot.sll!. 'l lo posaible wbarever 
Chl1 1at1a Js aro to be round; oonfoaa1onal or denom1na-

i o.iul f c llowsh1p , on t he oontl'm'J', 1a possible on1y 
1,1he1•e nll ae,roo to tne aam atater.aenta ot doov1ne. 
·Je c~n , aocord111e.J.J', have uni.veraal Cb1"1at1an tellaw• 
oi·d :l •i i t b a n:, p<,rson, 1rreapeot1ve ~ denom1aat1on, vbo 
accept s Ohrint ao hio "'aviour and t;;1vea ev14enoe ot the 
~ooli ty of his f aith by o Obrlatlan conduct, OI' 4o•• 
rmt b.: !-1.ls conduo·t belie his prof'eaalon of' tal tbJ but 
we con have chu1'"0h ( denom1nat1onal) 1'e1loveh1p 11U;b 
t ooe i ndividuals or ohuroh bodies only that aub•~~l'be 
to our :icu tlle"•on Conteaa1o,nal Wl'i tings encl aot aoaOl'CI• 
ii,'lgly .1., 
l;.. '.i'ho o:saenoe ot l)Ulp1t 1"ellowab1p 1a mtual. vobange 
or : ul1~1 ts • And t lia ruu tuol exchan :1• 0£ i ulp1 t■ reata 
on a c -,nfe ::u11 :'.lnol bas i s. be lt t bat or atriot oontea
s1onol1om (as thb •, 11, t b e ~:;nodi oal Con£e1•noe), DI' 
that or dootrlnal 1nd1.t'terenae (aa 1a t'requea,11 Iba 
case ~n some Hetorlll8d denom1nat1ona). ~ulpl• re11a11-

------
12 
~•• P• 61. 

lJibid., P• 81. 
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ship is intimately linked Yp with the oonteaa1ona1 
p osi tion held by the denom111ation. The pulpit being 
t he publi c platform ot the denomination tor proolaim
i n~ its confessional positlon, fellowship ln the pul
pi t 1~41l i es and involves tel l owshiv in the public 
pl a t for m or t he denom1nat1on, be that ~lattOl'm one or 
str:t.ct conf'es sionelism, or one of doctrinal inditf'eza
ence . rul pit-rellowsi:J.:i.p 1s, tberefOl'e, oonteaaional 
f el l owship . 

A:;l.tar-:f'ellowship too, nru.st be de.tined as conteaaional 
!'ellowshi p . Altar-fellowslllp with the 'iloman Catho11o 
Church. means acceptance of the doctrine or tranasub
stentietion: with the Lutlleran Church, b41ef' 1n the 
x•eal E~l"esence of the body and blood of Christ; with the 
R~forme d Church, generally, rejection of tbs doctrine 
of t he r eal presence, and belief' only in the apil'itual 
1,:,ertic:tpation in t he body and blood of Christ through 
fa i t h , if t hero be any 1-,articipation at all; with 
o t her s , tot al i11dif fe1•ence with l'espect to tbe doctrine 
of t ne Lor d•s Supper. Altar-fellowsnip is thus simply 
per G and arpel or conf essional fellowship with respect 
to t he doctrine o1' the Lord's Sup,i:&·r. Further more. 
a l tar- i"ellowship, like pulpit tellow1,1hip, is mutua1. 
I t impl i es e.,s. t he admittance ot RefOl'med C.bl'iatiana 
to communion i n our chW"ches and admittance of Luth
erans to communion in theirs •••• 

Tei t hel' prayer nor prayer-fellowship are acts of oon
t essiona.lism, but merely acts ot communion with God 
based on · funda raental ~aith in Christ. and aa auoh f'l'ee 
from ·the itnplications or confessional fellowship in 
t hose doct 1 .. 1nes wherein Christians ot other denomina
tions di fJ'er rl'om us • .i-rayer-tellowship differs. 
t herefore both from pulpi t f ellowship an~ !'l'cm altar
f ell o1,roh11r in this that t ho latter are int1mate17 
linked up with confessional fellowship• while pzaayeza
£ellows h1p 1~ not. Clrcums~anoes ma7, indeea. arise 
which wi ll carry confessi.onal implications into an act 
of prayor-followsbip, and th.us render it an sot of ooo
f c s sional 1'ellowah1p, but nol"lllally auoh oircumatanoea 
ar.e · f~t constant concomitants of praJ"9r-tellowahlp. 
• • • 

5. In the AutJaburg Confession (Art. VII par. 2J 'frl• 
lot P • :.1.7) it is stated,. on the basis of Bph. 4zS-6,: 

' And to the true unity of the church 1 t 1a enough to 
agree concerning the doctrine ot the Gospel and tb8 ad-

14Ibi d i , pp . l..2-83 • 
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ministration of the Sacraments." And the Apology (far. 
2 C 11 '11.ri glot p . 2.32-2.33) unambiguously define a II the 1--ure 
doctrine o:f t he Gospel and the Sacrament■" as "tha 
:1:· 01.mda.t ion" referred to by Paul in I OOJ'. 3:11 ("0th• 
foun ds t i on con no man leJ than that laid, which ia 
J esus Chri st"), !. . e ., au the tru.o knowledge ot Obrist 
1:-nd :f'e1 th, 11 a nd expressly takes doctrinal errors which 
ao not ove1•t hrow t he f oundation into account 1111 mat
t ers th.a l; "are both ror4J1ven tbo", and also corrected," 
euc e ns ma tters which do not destroy the requisite 

funds o.entcl UJli t y of the church spokon of in the .Au5s
om,& Cor1!'essi on. 

\1her evcr , t hen. t his essential unity exists, religious 
:rel lot .:lbi p tdll also be possible, and such universal 
O:'ll"~ ati an .fellouahio wil.' not be nullifi ed or ox~luded 
b confessional feli owehip. For while confessional 
fe l l o ,ship i s bused on unity of confession 1n particu
l nrs of d octrine and represants t he highest and beat 
r 0 li~i ouo f e llowship atto.:i.n obla b · · the mcmboro ot a 
conrossional group . it still has its roots sunk in the 
ess!u1tial uni t:,· or t he ch urch universal sud is, within 
tia1 t uni t y , a legitima te development toward greater 
mat,u•1·1;y ond p uriti . It cannot, t heref'ore, void and 
nul t i!y Ul1iv roal Christian fellowship, but. having its 
1, o t s ln t e la tter., r.1u ~t continu1a: t l·J.e lattor along 
with t he f or111er , unlosu throuBll circ·l:mstances ( time, 

_place , occa sion., etc.,) a violation of con1'eso1onal 
conscicnco should be definitely nnd necessarily in-
YJ'>lved. ur Cont'crns!onal. ~!ritings do, indeed, take a 
def i n i t e stand a gainst church- (i.e. confessional or 
den·JlJlinfi t i o11al ) !'e l l oHsh1p with ·t hose who di ft'er from 
us in doctrine, particularly when the contrary doo
t r .i.ne may be described as "teaching or deraons and o~ 
Antichri s t" (Smelcald Art. , Par. lf.2; Trigl.ot., P• .$17); 
but th~y do not place a ban on universal Christian 
f ellowshi p ; they rather recognise it in recognising the 
Ct1r istiens ou t s ide of t ho Lutaeran ChU1•oh ao member■ of 
t he church , and in requiring for unity in the church 
( :hich c erta inly ~ncludes Christian fellowship raault-
5.ng r ran such unity) no more than a~eement in funda-
1nen.tal ~Feith i n the ba:iis of Eph. i'-:S-6. "~or never," 
writes Dr. Welther (Lehi-au. Where, 1868., P• 66) "ba• 
t he church attalned a high.er do~ee oE unity in doo• 
trine t han a unity in fundamentals, a :nd only a tanati• 
ca l ch ~ 11ast wa..ild hope that the chur ch would ever 
reach a higher degree. 11 ':Chis san1e 1- oai t1on, ve ■av. 1a 
on the some basis (Eph. 4:6) taken aiso in our S~odi
cal Oeteohism with respect to prayer-f'ellowab1p1 nee
c a use all bo11evern a~e in Christ the c hildren of one 
Fa thers'! and should, tb.eref'ore, pray tor and with each 
other. · All which is in keeping with the practice or 
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t he U~ASto11c Church, I Cor. 3:10-1$; Eph. 2:18-22; 
3 :12 . :, 

..Cnd:.tviduol Chris tion f'allo,.,ship , such ~s is involvecl 

i r1 r,.r ayer, Bi ble study a r1d dlscusa1o:n, the f'amil7 altar and 

ruos t devoti :msl e:.erciues., ia b a d.eel ly diff'orent f~om churdl 

fel , owohi p , t h i utcrc.1an ge or r-'UlJJita, !.nteroommunion., and 

con.re ·~ iomd f ello.-1shi p , be cause t he lo t ter involves the 

~~us ~feesionis, ,. 1ereas t he fornior usually does and 

nc ci:d n ot,. ~ihould t h.e s t a tus ~on""'ession1a become 1nvolv eel in 

! nd v:!.dn.-1.l Chr i s t ian fe llowship , ae in t he tamily communion 

p:roble n cit ed es:t•lier, it Hould logioo.lly o.nd inovitably 

noce s~itn te s cessatio or .fcllouship at t hnt level. 'Wber'l! 

ever 'ii. 1e ne o 3 for c onfessin~ t he t I'uths ot 'Jod' s '!dord or 

t ~1e r!u t t>-r::i c t i ce i n compliance w1 t h the s11m.o arises, 

Christi&n l-'e llowship cannot continue until the basic unity 

oi"' f'al t 1 by way of su .. :dssi on to the ~iord or God, is demon-

-- ·· ts vel'y constitut i on, h oi·1eve.r., a visible, local 

church i s a l ways in statu c~nfe3sion1e. Ealievcrs hBve 

t!ro · ; ed themsel v ::. s touatbel"' be cau.oe of' t heir c :,:nnon rai th 

"nti c -:,n vic t 1on. I. S!>r11e ~o ... s thls co.afe salonal aa.soola

·t ion i :3 l os t sitY,').t of alm~st c.Jm,:;,letely. In other gr~up■ 

i t co stitu·tes t he v ~r y essence of that denomination. '!o 

j eo ·.a l"'dise a c or • .fe asi:,nal p oa1 tion by a oaoc1at1on with or 

tolera tion of a c ontrad1ctor1 position ia an evident oompm-
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m1se, ave insincerity. 

?'he scr:tritural exhol'tation not to 1'ellowah1p with er

ror, i n adci:1. tion to being the guiding principle wl11ch must 

dire c t every C:hr1st1an in ll'!..i?.!! confeaaionia, 1a the onl7 

possibl e position t ho t can be adopted by t.bc,ae who desire to 

remeln faithful to God• s revealed \iord. It we give to an 

erring C.hr: s t ian, wh o despite the fact that he has become 

aware of hts e r ror ., or 1r1ho h.as been shown that his pert1cu

l ar pos~tion in a certai n ma tter of importance is not the 

, crip~ur a l posi'i;ion , t ne hand of churoh--(that is, altar 

ond pul.1il t ) .t'ellowship we thereb confirm him in the con

vi ction t twt h i s er:t·or does not 1aatter, or at least that his 

pos1 t ·.on rni 3 t b e just as scriptural as ~urs. Thia attitude 

which l s s o s ~.lbtle as to be almost unrecognisable at first, 

i s ne vertheless eo potent, and so 1'ra.ught with spiritual 

dan~e~, that it must be labelled and designated for what it 

i s . I ni t ially ., the condoning or error by 1"ellow'11h1p may 

seem to be an act of Ohl'istian charity. but in rea11t7 it 

can be l aying the foundation for tbst which w111deatro71ib8 

very e ssence of' the Christian faith. Thia is just What tba 

ecum.enlca 1 movement so often le ads to sp1r1 tua11y • tbougb. 

there era some things 1n which all churches could unite with 

great benefit., for example., social re11et. vitnesa aga1D■t 

national evils. moral leadership 1:i the 01ninou11 t1maa in 

Which we are liv1ng. 

Dr. H.P. Hamann in his contention that unionism, tba 
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comprom:l.ei11g of t he truth, 1£ uncheckod ends up in rank hea

t hanisrn, der;ionstr a t es ho,1 this acr.~tally her,r•c,na . When 1n a 

synodicc:t r oc tri nal ;&per lie wrote: 

I.. the · er 19.$.5, t hern we t1 held a so-called ".Festival 
of l4'eit h ." There was a se rvice neld to com :teniorate 1ba 
tent h birt!ldny of t he u.,i t ed Nations, and arranged by 
the ~ail m cisco Council o£ Churches under the leader
.ship oJ. prominent t er1 in t ho w.c.c and L.li: .F. A Jewish 
r abbi spo!1:e t he Invitation or Worship. The leotion, 
.:n~ad ... 1l ti1Jhonall y ".Jy t he l.i.tui-giot ancl the assemb1y, 
consls·t e d of statements taken from the holy writings or 
Cor ""ucillnis ., Hinduis1., Duddhisrn.:, the New T~sta111ent,. 
the l oran, and t he Old Testamont as tile holy book or 
,.,.:. J ews. Tl: -" s w .1 2 i'ollowed by s ilent prn:;rers, the text 
f:,r ea.c h r eligion being p rinted on the programme. A 
pr .f'easor of one of t he leading Lutheran seminaries in 
t · o U. S . A. t ook part prominently. There you have the 
1 .,:-:tcul end o"' 1.m ... oni sm and the unlon1st1c thinking. 
•le ::e l u sive clair,'l of Christianity to have the one and 
r.n !1 Y revelat ion 01• the One and Holy God is given up. 
Chr is t i an ity cmd hee·thenism join hands. We are lef't 
· . .: t h no ncu.10 of God a.t e,.1. We force G:,d i nto obscur
ity au .h.iddcu u1ess. Unionists, or course, do not all 
end Ui- h 81"' · , but it ia on1y by thB 3I'S.Ce ~ God that 
tl:ey d o 11ot. Thei r principles do end here. Contea
.s:5.on or od• s nsme i~ alway s total, naver 1>nrt1a1, a1-
waya e hundred per cent, never less. Fa11ure to oon
i'es& ·whet you boe to be the trath of Goel at any .:.•Oint 
meai1s i n p1"inciple, that you will fail te confess al.l 
a loni,; t ~ ~J line . God' s ' r1ar.1e 1s not in 0 11e place ho1y 
al'ld un t ouchable, e.:nd in another something at our dis-
~ o:.~1 , fol• s t o do with s e ue 1>luase. 'W!iere a Chris
tien sees t he truth to be involved. there bis sense~ 
emc and r o viir e. ce for God• a h oliness ~iell Al.art11I Bera 
1 s h oly ground I Oft w 1th yoUZ" shoes 1 lb 

The confession o~ the truth is a service of 1ove wbloh 

Chl•i s tians both 1nd1viduolly and as a oburob. owe to one ano

t her a s they do t heir part in the building or the kingdom of 

16ur. :a. P. Hamann, 11nallo11ed Be ~ Name," Dootr1na1 
Par,er 19$8 Synodical Report! s. A. District (Baraooorte1 
Hansen Printing !louse, publ ahedby the Svang~1ioa1 Luthel'IID 
Church o:r Auotra11n, s. A. District, Inc., 19.$8), P• 28. 
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tllO Lo1"cl. \,hethel" or not tho confessional church can o to 

t bc ex treu,e end err i n this r espect i ra.rnediately becomes a 

1oaded issuo . It i s the isoue with which aonressional Luth

eran l e dcrs arc J,I"Oppling t hroughout t he world. This is 

per hnp a t l o crux of tlle issueo dividing or kce_pins apart the 

1;1-10 Luther an C urches i n Aus t r a l i a . Both a6I'ee as to what 

constitut:e s 3inful unionism-- iving t o error t he s ame atoncling 

as t 1•u t h. .lu.t t hey are not agt•oed as to ·what circumstances 

involve~ unionisn . 

I ·:; i s ~ossi bl e to offend Cbristians by r emaining sep 

arate f.' on t llem on t he confessiona l level, Hb en no cle ar 

doctrinnl iaaue can be p111poi11ted. This s ort or of.fence has 

been ,i,1e11 to many Lutherans of both churches. Tho two Lu-

t eran Churches i n Austral ia hove agreed oi'ficially as to t , e 

sum totcl 01' publ i co doc t rina on t he basis of' the Scriptures 

and t ho uonreasions. If t he two Lutheran Churches are a,sreed 

a~ to hot is to be taught and believed• a nd if what 1s 

t aus ht a nd believed general l y b the two Lutheran Churches is 

in accordm ce w:1:t h t he Scrip t ui"es and the Confessions, why 

s hould they no t 1.u1ite i n altar and pulpit fellowship? I.f 

t hat were t he de f acto posi tion oi' t he t\,ro Lutheran Churches 

i n Australia, conti nued separation would be scllisMatic and a 

cause or OJ.fence. Bl1t while the United Evangolicel Lutheran 

Churc h of Australia b ~liovos that it i s their duty upon occa

sion t o confess the truth wittrl.n non-Lutheran. non-conf'ea

sional, e ven under c ertain circumstances within non-biblical 

associations. but particularly within such organisations as 
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the Lutheran World Federation. which aoo01'41ng to it■ aonat1-

tution is pledged to uphold the Scriptures and the Cont'••• 

sions, a nd also, if need be, within tho World Council of 

Church es, which aclmowledgE>s Christ as Lord and saviour, tbe 

Evange lical Luther an Churnh 0£ Australia uguea that otti

cielly a s a church to enter ,into the association ot say the 

Lutheran World Federation, and debate, discuss, and bear wit

ness to t he t r uth under circumstances in which there 1a no 

genui ne de s i re to receive the truths of God•s Word and to ac

knot-;leclce t e witness of the aoni'eas1ons, is putting the 

church i n a pos ition ot compromise as to the truth. The Lu

t her an tlorld Federaj;ion lmows the position or the Scripture■ 

nncl t he Co 1.fes s ions. Indeed it has pledged itself to that 

position in i'l;n coristitution. B11t many ot its member cb.urah

es have no intention of adhering to the principle, for their 

oun church status is often a denial of the same, partioularly 

i n t he matter of 1ntercommun1on with the Re.formed Churobee, 

who deny the rea1 presence. Can any con.tess1ona1 Lutheran 

Church then say that for oonsoienoe sake it ahou1d enter the 

LutheI'an World Federatio , , when from the outaet 1t knova tbat 

its confessional witness will be accepted on1y aa a oontrlbu• 

tion, not as that whto.ll is the revea1ed t ruth'l Because ■o 

many Lutherans, especially the members of the u. E. L. a. A. 

do not understand how serious are the imp11cat1ona ot the 

above, they feel offended at the continued d1v1■1on of tbe 

Lutheran ChUl'ch in Australia. 
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Thel'e are many circumstanoes when f'a1th 1a ■trengthened 

by f e l J.owship. I ndividual Christiana can be greatl.7 oheezred. 

coMf'ol'tecl and helped in most of the d1f'f'1ou.lt1ea of life bJ' 

t he enc ouragement or tJ.ieil' fellow believer•• by the oomtOl't 

and ~uidance of God•s Word and b1 the help ot pra1er. Thia 

is uhere t he common llYDJD heritage of the Ohr1at1an Church 

ha.s been of such i nestimable blessing. It is possible to 

t hinl~ of s i t ua tions i n which a heterodox church body could 

x-e ce 1,,o a gree. t blossing from the .fellowship of a church• 

wh i ch is : u1,o 1.11 1 ts declaration of the truth. strong in 

f'nith ., and mS.:..,h ty i n love, on the condition, howeyer. that 

t he wooli:c1• church :ls fully i n earnest to know. to heed and 

to b e cuided by t he truths or God• s Word. Under these con

diti ona both t ho i ndivi dual Ohristiens end the confessional 

c hur c h shoulcl e""rnestly oeelc to extend t he hand of' true fel

l owship in t he Lord and Hi e Word. But while it ia a clear 

Chris t:i.an •'u ty to extend the .hand of Christian fellowship 

t o t ~os e w 10 e re in t he Lord, except when to do ao would 

com r orGi:-~e t b.e truth, a11d while this will bring wonderhl 

blessings frOO'l the Lord, declining to extend the hand ot al• 

ter and pulpit f'ellotishic- to those who in certain matter■ 

of doctrine or practice are in error, is also Bia w111. and 

ia t he most effective, orton the only adequate answer toe»

r,or. To remain aepfjrate from fellow Christiana, whom va aoft 

lmo,1ledge ao snoh, and with whom it would be of' mutual arl

von tace t .-, asaociate and work, becm~s• we ar• n~t :ln ocmrea

sional agreement. is tho inost convincing attestation tbat 
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God I s tl'uth means mol'e than earthly advantage. When we ee 
convi:nced that any weakening of the revealed truth means a 

conceosion to erl'or, and that error is sp1r1tual poison. it 

becomes oUl' bounden duty to diasoo1a.te from 1'ellowsh1p with 

Christians., who do not. w111 not, or refuse to accede to. 

proclaim., or put i nto practi ce the whole t?-uth ~f Gocl•a 

Wor d . 



CHAPTER VIII 

CIIURCil FELLOWSHIP I N AOCORDAliCB 

WITH TIIE SORIPmRES 

"Did Obr i st establish t he c:u.u-ch, or not?" aaka Andera 

Ny,;ren., and answers: 

ThAt questi ~n has generally been answered about as fol
lows. During hi s life time Jesus gathered a aroup ot 
discipl es around hi mself' , but t here wasas yet no kind 
of or ganisation. Then if one moves on a bit into h1a
t ory o. e meets an organioation which girdles the globe. 
It bears t he name of Christ and announces itself' aa 
hi s chu1'"ch . Withi11 that organisation one finds a rich 
di versi t y of offices, as well as saoramanta, a Cbr1a
~ian cultua and so on. The question presents 1taait. 
di d J e su s actually found that organisation? Did He ao
t unlly e vi s i on anything 0£ the kind? Is it not rather 
t ho product or e devel01~nront whose result was not at 
a l l what Jesus liO'.llc'i have approved? Ia it not, in any 
ca s e an onachronism to s peak of the Church as 1natitu-

ed by Christ? 

'rhe ul timate decisive answer to the question whether 
t he church is properly viewed as instituted by Cbri■t 
is found in the 0011cept of the church aa the bo~ or 
Cbr :1 st. The truth can be most simply e xpre11aed b7 aay
il1 " t he t i n the fact th.et Obrist exists, the church ex
i sts as his body. The dancer is always present tbat ve 
th nk of Christ as whol17 separate from human 1Ue. 
But Christ 1s what Be 1s precisely because or tbe raot 
t hat IIe entered into human lif'e . When the 0oape1 or 
John says "the Word became f'leah," it means to ■q-, not 
t hat becoming flesh limited his fitness as Ca-iat, but 
rather that such f"itneas was conditioned thereon. Bad 
he not become man he would not have been the Cbrl■tl. 
In like manner, the situation is the ■ame as to the . 
church . Chr ist is not Clll'lat by Himself, but He la 

1 Christ as the head of His body, which 1■ the obul'oh. 

To what extent the lnst:ltutional., organ1■at101Ui1, an4 

1Andera Ny gen. editor, Thia ia the Churah (Pblladel
phia I Muhlenberg, o. 19.$2), P• 4. - -
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denominati onal development or the chul'ch haa been in aooa1t

dance wit h t h.e Lord• s will and hos been prompted b7 tb8 Spir

it of God •will only be clearly lmown at the f'1nal Judgment. 

But t _ cx•e are some things of which we can be sure. The om

niscient Lord certainly tmew and lmowa the utei-na1 f019DUI 

t he visible church would t ake, Ill.so the di1ris1ona which 

would r end 1 t. Whatever f orm the church hae taken dOWD 

t hroueh, t he centuries, the Holy Spirit through. the Word and 

t he Sacr n!;1l!mts has been e&thoring the elect o.f God into the 

~ s nncta, and making them heirs o.f the kingdom of heaven • . 
Ifo uwtter · what d i f'floulties, hindrances., and obstacles Satan. 

t hi s world and our human weaknesses and perversions have 

r aised , 1d 1 o matter how dif'1'icult it is for ua to hilrmo.:

nise the ideal with the real, the task of building the 

church i s· t he Lord1 s work, and is oein~ carried out as the 

Scr i ptures have both promised and atfirmed1 "Upon this rook 

(the confession of Peter) I will build my church) and t~ 

gates of .hell shell not prevail against 1t;"2 and agains n~e 

ore no raor e strangers and .torei,3Ders, but fa11ow-o1t1sena 

with the saints, and o'£ the household of God; and are built 

upon t he £ounde tion of the apostles and prophata. Je■WI 

Christ Himself be ing the ch1e.t corner atone • • • • •3 

Many have been ot'£ended at the divided state of OJlll~•

tendom as Dr. Minear pointed out at th& Fa:lth and order Con-

2z.fatthew 16:18. 

3gphea1ans 2:19-20. 
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rerenoe held at Oberlin, Ohio, u. s. A. 1n September. 19S71 

In ever y city today the Christian oolll'llunity 1a obvlaua
l y and obstreperouoly divided within itself. There 1■ 
rio f ul ly mutual recognition of the cl:ml'ohea aa truly 
churches , as of all ministl'ies as truly lld.nist17 • of 
all sacraments as truly sacraments. The oonf'lict 1a aa 
dest1•uctive on the local as on the universal scene •• 
• • I n eny case, local con ~eGationa are a a deeply 1n
vol ved i this scandal as are tho world conteaaional 
bodies. And to i gnore this scandal 1a to deny the 
'Jeads l.li 0£ t .ne one Lord. For example, 1!' every cele
br a t i on o1.' t he Lord• s Supper 10 viewed as a token or 
t i s ondal of Clu-istian division, should not every 
church celebration attend to Christ•s judgment on the 
scandal ? To be sure, we annually join in the World 
Communion Sunday, but is that enough? Unless ~every 
Euchar;l.st i ncludes tho WOl'ld it is not truly Ohl'iat•s 
te.ble.4 

But t he zeul of the ecumenists for the reunion ~t r.~~laten

cor.i becomes a zeal without knowledge when the Scriptures a■ 

t he 1'0undnti o11 on which Christ 1s building His Churoh are 

i r;norcd . l ot a feu ecumenists would effect tba reunion of 

Christendom under the flag o:C loyalty to Christ. Indeed, 

loys.lty t o Clu•ist is t he oum and essenoe of the Cbl91at1an 

faith, 2n d true loyalty to Him unites all Cbr1atiana 1n that 

one communi on of' saints. True loyalty to Christ ooul.d well 

be t he basis of' Church .Fellowship, fO'I' Christ 1a 1ncleed tha 

sum total of God• s revelation to man, the tulneaa or a11 

thin'•s, t he One by whom and for whom all tbinga have been 

made, the One who has redeemed us to God by Bia blood. But 

l~yalty to Christ is essentially loyalty to Bia Ward• r• 1t 

is through His Word that He has made HlmaeU knovn to man. 

4nr. H. llamann, "The Nature of the Un.tty We Seek," Z!!!, 
Australian Tl' eoloftical Review, ··xx (March-June, 19.S9J, 
P• 12. 
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As t be ess ence of tm, Son•s relationab1p to Bla Pather oon

sisted i n this t hat He obeyed Kio Father•• 11111 ooq,letel.J' 

even t o de o.t h ., and al1-1aya did those thing• which plea■e4 

Hi mJ s o lle t ell s us: "I.1' ye keop my oommandmebta, ye •ball 

abide in ray love; even as I have kept my ~ather•s comman4-

ments c.ncl abi de i n His love, 115 and "It ye love He, keep my 

commandm.enta. 11 6 To Dl'otest loyalty- to Christ and to 41■o

bey His Wor d i s a contradiction, b11t n 1f ye continue in HJ' 

WoI"d., t hen a1"0 ye . "19 disci ples indeed.11 7 

Thu t ue ore notf 11 ving in a world, in wb1oh Christendom 

i ::: plng.1ed by ever y col1ce,.vahle schism and horeay 1a evidm t 

'!io nll. "'impl y end oeteaoriooll.y to deny the band ot ind:l.• 

vi.dual or chU11ch f ellowship to everyone 't1bo doea not agiwee 

ui t b ur; in every point of doctrine, while it makes the 1■-

suc clear cut, and puts one 1n a position beyond all poaa1-

b iJ.1 ty of' c or11p1•omiso raoy reoult in overa1mr.>lU'ioat1on ot the 

lihole p1"oblem or Chri at1an and church 1'ellovsb1p a■ we ban 

s hown . I f ever y Chri ctian, both theologian and 1a:,man• had 

boen brouu.t1t up in t he orthodo: Chl'1at1an faith, and then 

de orted 1'rom it, the appraisal or their position vou14 be 

easier. Bi;.t as uo have also shown, the major1t7 or eniDS 

Christiana are not even aware in their halll't■ and aonaoJ.en

ces that they are 1n error. Beoauae or their en'fil'011111t11t 

SJohn 1.S:10. 
6John llpl,S. 

7John 6:Jl. 
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a11d train111g many are quite certain the7 81'8 right that tbatr 

position i s the truth, that the7 are 1n Ood•a kingdom an4 

that t hey ore faithful builder.a ot 1t. God will be t;ha · 

jud5e., and t he Last Day will declare theil' work■• But mAnJ' 

of t he i r tee.ch in..,s and ~aotices are e,ven now oondemed by 

t ie \·l01'd of' Truth. Hence 1t 1s not presumption, but the 

WSl"n i n r; of. true Chris'\;ian concern to point out tbat man:, 

ci1.urche s ar e perverting the truth. that some ea hindering 

the growt h of God1 s kinc;dom, and that others like the Phar

isees and SaducQees do not ~ant to enter in themaelvea and 

k eep o•i.ih e.rs f rom entering also. But what' 1s the basis on 

Whi ch such an i mportant, vital issue oan be clearly and un

eguivocably decided? We cannot do more nor leas than with 

Luther go back to God• s \'lord. 

Tho tvuths of God's Word are clear, and the witn••• of 

orthodox ChI•l stianity through the centuries .from the time 

of the apostles on, is a consistent witness for tho.- vho 

ave ears to hear, who are of the truth, . and vho are pre-

. pared to accept tbs truth when it becomes evident. !hat ve 

can by the ~ace and enlishtenment of God1 s Ho1y Spirit know 

the tr-.J. th ot His Word is ax1omot1o theologicall.J'. It 1■ 

just as axiomatic aa, fOI' example, is the aooeptanae bJ. ■ol

ence and engineering of the pr1nc1p1e that the rational. Jm

man being can gauge the strat. ghtness of a 11ne 01" ■artaoe. 

As the ev1deno·e of our aenaea under teat oonclit!on■ 1-18-

diately declare whether an edge or au.r~aoe 1■ ■tr~, OI' 

not, and we accept tb111 evidence e1ae the whole ••alla or 
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applied science is thrown into oonf'uslon and ohao■• ao 1n 

the 1:•ca l m or t heology the Chri stian theologian must accept 

the str ai3llt edge of God• s 'Wol'd as th.a criterion of the 

truth. But j ust as tile engineer or craftsman does not im• 

mediately discard a piece of material, because it is not 

Gt~aigb.t but proceeds to WOl'k on it, ao theologically and 

spir itually we cannot 1mmed1otely dissociate ourselves, ei

ther indi v i dually or as o church, froo those who are in er

I"or or who are s ui lty of Wl'ong pra.ctioe. Dr. c. F. w. Wal

ther unaeI"otood t '•is quite clearly vb.en almost a hundred 

years ago no pointed out: 

\ie are for f rom desiring to disoont1nue fraternal fel
l owship w:i. ~h an individual r,erson, or ohuroh-.tellovab.1p 
With E: chur ch-body, 1:f these ere not dogmatioall.7 oor
re ct i n their Christian knowledge. By no means do we 
r ~~at'd s u cb correotneos as a condition of auoh .tellov
ah:tp . It' we would do that, we would have to contend 
as ainst oul'selves, tor while we note such .taulta, .tor 
e.>tample, errors in others, they again ClBY note such 1n 
t he 011c;, or ti1e other among us. Ho, as soon as there re
veals i tsel!' in an :J.ndividual persm or 1n a church-bo
dy t he r eadi ness of mind to submit unoonditionallJ to 
t he entire ford of God and to hold nothing that mili
tate s against the foundation ot the Obriatian faith-be 
it the real foundation (Ollrist), or the dopiatio founda
t ion (doctrine of justification through faith)• or tbe 
oraanic foundation (the SoriptUl'ea)--we g1ad17 extelld 
to every auoh person the hand of frate:rna1 fe1lovab1p• 
and are also cordially willing and ready to have oburab
.t'ellowehip with auoh a church-body. Thi•• bovev•• la 
our a ttitude and practice. not booauae we regard &DJ 
doctrine clearly revealed in the Wm-d of God a■ an open 
question, uh1ch we are t'l"ee to af'firm or d•DJ'• to 4ea14e 
th\.ts or thus, but because ve lmov that there are en'OIP■ 
or weakness, and that a Christian ma7 carry about :ln hla 
mind even a fundamental error, without overthl"Olling tdJ8 
foundation in his heart, let alone that a paraon erril)g 
with respect to a non-tundamental point would neaeaaar-
1ly reject the foundation of' faith. Hevertbel.e••• ve 
re6ard it as our duty to reprehend• refute. opJIO'•• 
fight, and censure aa error whatever become■ manUeait 
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as such in those who desire to be our brethren. whe
ther t he error concern a fundamental or a non-funda
mental doctrine of the Word of God.a 

The basis, therefore. ror the building of Christ•• 

kingdom and r or all fellowship in Cbrist, whether on the 1n

d1 vi dual or on the church l &vel is the Word of God. 

But whet does l.oyalty to the Word of God imply? Proba

lll y t he ma jority of denominations would be offended, if 

t he~r were con:fronted ·t-1'1 th the charge 01' disloyalty to the 

\ ~rd of God. That _o what we are loyal to, they protest. 

and immedia t ely t bey proceed to try an .1- • ove their claim. 

The r e::u l tant t heological conflict becomes such an exegeti

cal s kirudsh, t hat as Bishop Berkeley realised over against 

phil osophical truth--it is al.roost impossible to find the 

ta•ut h be c:ause of the cloud of dust raised by conflicting 

specul a tions. Nost students of doctrine soon discover that 

t ile a s liu te exe-->etes can 11prove11 pract1oal. ly anything t'l'om 

t he Scrip tures. There ere few de~ominationa and sectarian 

eroups which cannot defend their position from the Sorip

tures--at least tti..ot is their conviction. Bo wonder the lay 

person, who is caught in this tbeologlca1 whirlpool. de

spairs of .finding the truth. But right bare we have the 

reason for the foct that almost from the inception of' the 

Uew Testament church, clear expression was immediately gl"fen 

to the faith. Philip ansHered the quer7 of the Btbloplan 

8Adolph A. Brux, Christian Prayer-Pellowahip and Union-
~ (l-Jisoonsin: Panphlet .• l9ID, p. 90;· -
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eunuch uneguivocsbly: "It thou bel1~veat with all tbe7 heal't;, 

t h ou me.ycs t . 11 9 To tbe question of the Ja110l' at .i-h111pp11 

"Sirs , what must I do to be saved?" Paul answers cat;egori

celly: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. and thou abalt be 

saved, an d t by house. 1110 What this faith meant ~or Chr1a

t ondom Pau l together with tbo other apostles made ver., oleu 

i n t he ep i stles or t he New Testament, which were not onl.7 

biven by divine inspiration, but have also been 'ad.raculoua-

l v u ~ d 
o1 pr e sarvec to u:i by divine eaign. 

Wi t ll t he growth of the church !t became naceaaary for . 
tho candi do t es for baptism clearly to state tho Christian 

f cith i nto wh i ch t hey wore being baptised• and so arose tba 

Apostl es I Creed, whic 1 though anonymous, has aver s1noe been 

recocnised as a true confession of t he opostol1o Christian 

f ai t h . t hen as errorista became more 1na1atent and bepn 

not onl y t o quer y the Christian faith. but to overthrow it• 

we i'i lid t hat more explioit creeds were formulated, ob1ef of 

which were t he Nicene and the Athanaa1an creada. Wbat make■ 

the so creeds bi , cling tor all who would be true Cm-1at1an■7 

The evident f'ect that tiu.y olear17 sat forth the aentl'al 

tl'uths or the Scrip tures concerning salvation. even aa tdll8 

Athanasian Creed concludes: "This is the cathol1a fa1thJ 

which e:tcept a roan believe fa1thtull7 and :r1rm17. 118 cannot 

be saved." 

9Acts 6:.37. 

lOActs 16:30-,31. 
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J. siud.lar s1 tuation 01"0 se when Lut.bar in bia 9S -••• 
protested against the perversion of the Chl'1at1an fa11ih'b7 

t he sale of induli;enaes. To halt the api-ead ot the reaul

tant con troversy Luther was sum,noned by Emporer Cbal'lea V 

to Wonns (1521) e.nd c~led upon to recant. Luther replied: 

Unles9 I be overcome and convinced by proofs~ the 
nol y Scri ptures or by manifestly els ar gx-ounda and 
reasons--ror I believe neith.ol' the Pope nm- the coun~ 
c i l s a l one , because it is an open ancl known fact t-hot 
t hey have of ten erred and opposed each other,--and 
I a .. convinced by those pass&BOB adciuoed and introduced 
bJ me and ,uy oonscionoe is bound in God• a Word, I can 
01' w:Lll l"eco.nt nothing ., since 1 t is neither aafe nor 
advisable to do aught against oonaoienae. God help mel 
Amen . 

\ ' 

Finally , to settle t he di spute whi h was rending the whole 

of Chr1s te11dorn, t he Emperor in 1.$30 invited the evangelical 

pr i nces of' Germany to the Diet at Aue;sburg. There the Augs

burg Confession, os z,roplll"ed by Melanohthon. with the full 

endorsement of Luther, was presented. The reply ot the Ro

menists , 1n which they so patently twisted the Soripturaa., . 
evoked t he Apology or Defence of t he Augsburg Contesalon. 

These confes~:tc , s did not take the place of God' a Word, but 

were s ubilli~ted b y the Lutheran aonf'esaora as the true expo

si tion or Ood• s ~ord. Af'ter Luther•s death the peace ot the 

church was threatened by the Adiaphoritiat1c. the .MaJorlatia. 

the ~ynergistic., the Flooian., the Osiandrlan, tba Antlno~ 

mien, and t ne Crypto-Calvin controveraiea. To define thl 

true doctrine in these controverted matters. a■ well•• OYU' 

&§ainst the anabaptiats and tll8 ant1tr1n1tar1an•• m4 11m 

many errorlsts, Jacob Andreaa and Martin Chemnlts prepared 
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the .Forruula. or Conc:,rd, which aets forth the one true Om-1a

t1ru1 fa i th wi th e theolog1oal clarity and the oorreotnea■ 

unequal l ed in the hostory ot dogma. Oontess1onal Lutbe•ana 

first began oubscribing to the Formula ot Oonoord in 1S77• 

Thus t l fl Au Gsburc; Conf'ession, The Ap~loS1 ·of the Augsburg 

Conre s sion , t he s ~alclnd Articles, The Small and Jha Large 

Cate.ch :Ls n1 of r.1u ther, und The For111ula of· Concord with it■ 

Thor ou ""h Declar a tion be came the s1111bols of' Lutheran oonvio

tion. Let al.l uho will, read t hem and test them again■t tba 

Scri ptures and examine them tor themselves whether or not 

t hey Eu•c t he trut bs of God Is Hord, set forth 1n answer to 

t he que s tion s or t he t,~me. Though, because of their hia

torl ca l be clq; r cund., like every other oonteasion of' f'aith, 

t hey or e not on e~hDustive declaration ooncerninG eve~ 

trut h set f orth in the Scripture■, yet so oonvinoed and cer

tain are we t hDt they are indeed the true exposition or thca 

!'undo.mental doctrines ot the Christian f.'aith• With vb1oh they 

deal., t ha t w~, the ordained o1erg or the Evange11oa1 Lut~ 

an Church have uound ouraolves in conacienoe not to preaah 

or teach anything contrary to these Lutheran Conf'ea111ona. 

These confessional Writings. have been and 8Jle• tba ottt

cial expression of the beliefs of' the Lutheran Church. 'Ille 

designation "Lutheran" here is not meant to be denom1.,.ti1on

al, but being the name given by the Romani■t■ to 'tho•• llbo 

made thnt confession of fa1 th• the term "Lutbarann ha■ be• 

come a term of 1dentit1oat1on f'or th1a part1cu1ar tOl'III 1D 

whioh tbs apostolic truth, upon which Christ the l,clt 4 1• 
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building His Ohuroh, 1a set forth. 

These same confessions go on to declare the 3or1ptural 

truth t hat "to t he true unity of the Church it 1a enough to 

a ~ee concernine; the doctrine of the Gospel and the admin

is tre ti on o:r the Sacrainents, 11 Augsburg Conteaa1on, Article 

VII,, para:;roph 2. The Apology,, Article VII, paragraph 20 

makes it ql.'!.ite cJ.ear that "the pure doctrine ot thct Goape1 

and ·the Sacraments" are "the foundation" referred to bJ' 

Paul i n :C Corinthians 3:11: "Other foundation aan no man lay 

thnn th.et is laid, which is Jesus Chrtis'li.1111 That the con

fe ssors h ad in mind by II it is enough" tlle mny oere:non1ea 

ond ecclesins ticel traditions ot the Roman Church is clear 

rr~ t ~e r est of Article VII of the Augsburg Contesa1on: 

• • • " Mor ia it necessary tbat human trad1t1ona, that 1■, 

rites and ceremonies, instituted by man, should be every

where alike. As Paul says: one faith, one baptism, one Qod 

and Father of ell etc., Ephea1ana· 41.$-6. 11 These matters _.. 

a~_!..!,Phor_! providing they did not oontradiot the oleai- Ward 

~f God• 

For the true unity ot the church toda7, it 1111st •1111-
lerly be held, that it 1s sutt1c1ent that there be agree

ment concern1ns the doctrine of the !,}o•P•l and the saaa
ments • . !lo _t ~ pnoblttmt.arJ.aea:=w.tth 'bhe,: tilteilyudioa ••

got1at1ona between the two Lutheran Ohurchea 1D Auv.a11a. 



121 

Agreern.en t in the Gospel and the Sacraments has been attained 

and confirmed., Is not thi s then sut'.f'1o1ent tor ohurah .tol

lo11ship ? I t wculd be, \fare it not for the fact that ohul'ch 

fellowsl i p .t di sti nct from 1nd1v1dual fel l owship, is confes

s i onal :tel lo"rnhip . i'lben i t becomes apparent that certain 

e.xte1"nal rel:at:tonshlps artoct tb(:J clarity and O0ns1ateno7 or 
our coni'e s. j_c,,nal fellownhi ,p , aa we are convinced that mom

be?'sh i. i n the vtll'•ious ocv.menice l movements does., tOI', as 

we noted before, t !1e acumenioa1 movements are not based on 

t he earz ost and sl ncere intention to know and .to1low the 

t?'ut hs 0£ God I s Word, then t he veey essence of our cont'es

s1onel f'e l lowsh:i.p i s b eing cb.sllengod and undermined. If' 

t he s bscri tion to t he ScriptUl'es and the Confessions by 

the L'.lt.t1er s n ,iorld Federation is only de iure and ndi de fac-. ---- - - ----
!.2, t hen its ember church.as ore not in ..t'ull agreement as to 

t he c ompl e tely exclusive natUl'e a.~d inviolable obaraoter of 

t he doctrine concerning the Gospel and th-, Sacraments. Fur

t her, mombers!l:l.p in the Lutheran 'World Peclei-at1on by the 

United Bvangelical Lutheran ChW'oh 1n Auatral.ia 1nd1oatea 

t ha t t he two /u.1stralian Lut.hs:ran Churobea are not 1n full 

doctrinal agreement as to the exclusive correctneaa of the 

doctri nal pos i tion, t1llioh 1a our Lutheran bor1tage of paoe 

and trus t. We do not need more than agreement 1n the Goepel 

and Sacraments for church fellowah1p. but it muat be a ab

solute and complete agr:-eement. not a tentative or ecmU.

tional ne,Teement. We cannot hope to atta 1n full 4oov!Da1 

agreement in ever:,• minor issue. DI\ o. F. w. Walther oar-
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r ectly designates s uch a wish as oh111aat1o. !ha ohuroh 

mil i t ant 1~ im~oricc~ and will remain imperfect. But tha 

church which des~res to remain faithful to the Word ot Oocl 

cannot fellowshi p conf essionally with any church. which doea 

not lleyond ny trace or compromise and with absolute cons111-

t enoy a:f!"irm and 1>roctise the Gospels and the Sacrament■ ac

cording to t!'.l.e Scriptures. As it is disasi-eement 1n the • 

doctri nes of t be criptures wh:J.c.h has d1aru.pted the visible 

church , so it i s the t hreatened undermining ot the baolo 

doct rines of.' t he Scrip tures by sllionces. which prevents 

Luth erar1 un:l.on i 1, Austrel:!.a •. 

.r lle confessional Lutheran 1ns1ste11ce upon doctrinal un

ity &s t he basis f or organic church union is severely crit

~cl~ed by moet ecumenists, because tll.ey look upon such a 

yro:r·equ.1&1 te as an insurmountable obstacle to the reunion ot 

divided Christendom. However. as many are beginninr; to rea

l i se t hat •wit hout som.e or some sort doctrinal agl'eement any 

c ,urch. ,,,ergcr si 1ply results in t heological chaos. it :.a 
. . 

i n t eresting to note Dr. Ruth Rouse 1 s swa~inG up aa a result 

of t he Amstardem Assembly of tlle World Council of Churohea: 

Looking beck from the standpoint of 1948 and the Am
ster dan1 A.esembly of the World Oouno11 of Cburahea, 1t 
ia easy to see that the ideals of Christian UD1t7 ao 
long asa> oiated wi tn warring parties and aobool■ o~ 
t~'lought are r1ot hostile but complementary idaala. 
Unity in trutti and apity in Ohr1at1an f'ellovahip are 
both necessary constituents in any true O.bl'1at1an un• 
ity. If' over real Christian union 1a to be atita!ne4. 
it must be sought along both paths o:r approaoh~ap• 
proachement between Churches as suah. ana moffllltlll■ ~ 
co-operation and fellowship between 1nd1Yidual CJ:at1•-
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tiens of different cont'easiona. ait tmae 1eaaona 
learned from forty years of' united ecumen1oa1 endeavm
were hidden fr om the gaze of sincere 1owra of' an1 t;r 
i n t he 19th century, who• with eqf11 a1noer1t7 pur
sued. w1ity alons different paths. 

It must be acknowledged that the aon1'eaaiona1 Lutheran 

posi tion of requi ring basic aoctrinal agreement tor true 

chur ch w1i on has sometimes lost sight or the rea11t7 ot tba 

uni versa l fellowship ell believers have 1n Christ. The in

sis t ence on t he need to separate from erroriat■ tor oonf'ea

siona l reason s has load some to re-1'uae the hand ot tba fel

lowshi p of faith to those who are one with them in tba Lozict. 

Ther efore it i s factual and scriptural that true Ohr1atian-

1t y does involve unity in Christian tellowsh1p. Where there 

is no under s ta.nding and deeper appreciation of' thia deeper 

unity of t he Spirit between al.l true believers, there will. 

of course., be no desire to tTJa1nta1n or re-establlah true 

uni t y wi t }" our fellow Christians. But even w.bare tbare 18 a 

genuine ::n111re .. •u3ss of the fundamental unity of' tba .Ye, aanota 

with a11 its i mplications, it still remain• true that w 

cannot walk, work, worship, oolllDIUla. preaoh_.and teaoh 1n 

true f'ello\,ship with other church group• unless thel'e 1■ ba

sic doctrinal agreement, that 1■, f'u.11, true, oomp1at• apa

ment, as the Confessions say, 11 in the Goape1 and tha B•••• 

men ts." The more oomp1.ete becomes dootrlna1 apee1111111t ... 

12auth Rouse and Stephen Charle■ Reill, ed1 t••• :& JBaf ')1 of the Ecumenical Movement;, 1917•1948 \LondaDI l).~:-ir. , p; )2"5. 
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tuoon tw,o churcboc, tho cloaor they ore drawn to eaab otbm'. 

~Jbe::-o t er o 1s f ull and, z.;cmu1no a~ement; 1n doot111ne. Vltah 

t ho nnt 1~01 - •l'!,.- l icoti i, ot coni'Ol'ming praot1oe, there the 

V! s i blo chur-cJJ bec ~ 1es un1tcnt. But unt11 there 1a auoh ba• 

o:lc a . ..reeme: 1 •• t he111e 01»1 be no i rue union er the cmmcbaa. 

?!bot .lo m 'J tho c,cnfossi onal Lutheran position cakes doatr1_. 

nol oo --ecr:r.en t t he touchstone of ohuroh tollovahip or union. 

ab.vre t !1cre 1z such i'ull doctrinal a~ement. it 18 

sc .. 1.i.a.,1o t:tcol i ' :,;r, e.itwchos to roma!n s01,lll'ato. and to retuae 

cl tar and :t:,1 :i_t fellot-JBh1p. Because of' the doati-inal a,oe

mo:lt n·tt ooto~ b:1 t he Austrol:tan Lutheran 'lhosea ot Ag,reemont, 

not n fot·r, porticulo. l'ly 111 thin t ho United Evansa11oaJ. Luth

er an '-h UI"C 1 :1:.1 r.uotralla believe that t ho Evango11ooJ. Luth

crun Ca \.U"Ch 01 Australia 1a 1'ollow1nc G poliOJ' or ■epar&• · 

t_cm 01" l solot!on1am 'by x-etua1ng tile United Evansc11oal· .I.lu• 

t horan Churoh•s of fer of pulpit end altar rellonblp on the 

bas1,o o~ t ho '!' maea ot Ar,reemnt. Then have been ts.a 

porhQps ~inGn noni'ess1oncl Luthel'ona both af't1018117 an4 •• 

1n(li viduals huvo erred and amned againat tba un1'7 ot ._ 

np1rit , Hitlcll s t • .Paul hAD bidden believer• maintain. 

Uho:re t his .as been or l a the case, thD aauae or ponf9aalon

al T.Jutho:ran1sm 1a lmrcietd not bal.ped. Bu1J, on the otatid blal• 

~h1n c.bnreo of d1sr~pttns. bl'oaklns. hindel'lns ~ pH 

tho uni t y- ot tbe S;>1r1t oanno, be uphel.4, U tbll't ia no 
r.oal, GEJnu1no, and ·tull apeemant; 1n aooblne •• - ~ 

Some, tollow1ns the euq>lo or aer11a1n Buropeaa tb&d • 
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have sugBested selective fel1owsh1p between t11ul.J' ae>nrea.

sional pastors t,nd congregations aa a possible ■olution. 

But selective ~ellowship destroys the eaaenoe or the •Jnod

ical bond , whereby all the constituent oongregat1ona or 

par i shes of a. synod have c.rouped themselves together on a 

cer tain con.res s ional platf'orm. Where a congregation or 

group of congregations 'Hithin a synod 1'ellowah1pa cont••• 

siona l ly wi t h o. s rrwller or larger group of another aynod or 

denomination with whor11 the whole synod cannot enter into 

chtu"ch i'ellowship, the V81!Y' import ot the different oonte■-

si onal pl a tform is being set aside. 

As we not ed in connection with tho problem of Lutheran 

uni on l n Aus t l'alia , though both churohoa bave given oft'1c1al 

consen t to t he Theses of Agreement, whereby a common doctri

nal basis is e1'1'1rmed, the two churches are unable to unite 

becuu e divergent practices reveal a dU'terent underatand1Dg 

of t he doctrines both accept. In thia oaae 41vargeno1e■ ot 

pl'actice reveal a fundamental1y d11't81'ent understanding ot 

t he m1tui•e of the doctrines invo1vad. In tbe oaae ot Au■• 

tralion Luthe.rm union it is the •tter of religi ous malcm• 

i sm. and its implications. Or to put it in anotbeza 'llaJ'-lba 

exclusiveness of the Lutheran oonfaa■1ona1 position na 

against the Gospel and the Sacrament■• Both ohurobea .._.. 

that "uni onism" is sinful. but agreement baa not bea Jtt•ohl! 

as to 1-1hat constitutes "unioldam,n or when "union1 ... 'beglna. 

Not all d1vergeno1aa ot praot1ee, ot 

divisive. Dr. Theodore oraebner wazinaa 
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Apart .from i:,rinciplos 
1

of soJ.1.pture • there •• oomrlo
t i ons wbich Chr1sti"1S have ':regLll'ding ohul'ch 11.te and 
a ctivities. It would be unfair and unbrotberl.J' to ap
p l y t he terro "weak Christ1anri" to those who hold oer
tnin ne gative views~ . I oelieve that there baa beent 
:auc h oinning b .,· applyins t;his objectionable term to 
t hose who take str1cti view.in some question of chul'oh 
p:rnctice . Strong or waak ,iha,s quite often nothing to do 
wi t h t h e case. It !'l&lv be a matter ot temperament. It 
rua.y b e a difference in point of view • .It lllllJ' be laok 
or experi ence, some things ~eing readily recogniae4 aa 
innocent when viewed~ the -concrete that appear ob• 
jecti onable i n the abstraot. But What excuse baa any
one for declaring that 'tbrousb: §Uob. d1rtorenoe the 
i'ollowshi p 0 1' faith is broken.lJ 

I 

Onl y ·t ho t di ve.:rgenoe in p1•aqtiae is disruptive ot ctml'ch 

fel l ow:1hi p which reveals disunity 1n doctrinal understL11.d1 ng. 

While t he general ecumenicol movement overlooks the ba

sic need !'or a t rue doctrinal aaz-eement, the aonf'eaaional 

churches , on t he other hand must be on their guar4 lest they 

overlook t he f undamental unity ot the c.hul'oh univeraa1. 

Which t he Holy Spirit has built upon the .toundationa o.t t;he 

pr ophots and apostlea. Wherever the Word of' Ood is pro

claimed and t he sacrainonts are administered• there tbe Holy 

Spirit i s building the church un1voraa1, the!!!!!. sanota. 

While general or universal Christian fellowship is the ao

knowl e d gment of this world-wide work o.t the Holy Spil'it. 

church 1'ollowship, that is, altar and pulpit t'ellowahip 1■ 

t he conf'essional testimony of those whom the Holy Spirit .baa 

made Hilling to heed the voice o.t their LOl'd aa He apeaka tao 

men in His Word• as He inatl'ucta an4 dil'eota them• and •• Be 

l.3Theodore Graebne, The Borderline .9L :ft~ht; and V 
(Tenth Pr1nt1 st. Louisa Concordia Pubil■lilng 01ll•• •• 
19.$1), P• lJ(:J. 
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reveals to t hem t he mysteries or the kingdom of heaven. 

Confean1onal fellowship cannot be a rellovabip w1th1D 

uni ve1 .. ~al t 'ellons:1:tp , as Dr. Brux elaborates 1n his argu

mei,t ; 

As t ho uni ty or faith in the invisible spiritual aburoh 
i s a u11ity in fundamental 01:ll'iat!an faith, that 1a, 1n 
.faith i Christ a s Uedee:mer (Bpnesians 4:S); so the es
sential unit y or the visible church 1a likew1te a Ulllt7 
i n .fw1darucmtal faith ( 11 unity or the fa.1th and the knov
lccl:;e of ·the Son of God.," Ephesians 4:lJ, and where nof' 
·tbe Son o:r God" is the objeot not only of ltnowledge, 
but a lso of faith), and it is WITHIN this essential 
ilni ty, and on t he basis of it, that there ia gt-owth and 
development to maturity~ resulting in atoadtast adher
ence t o, anc confession of, the truth 1n love, and 1n 
an e ver fuller grow1ns up into Christ 1n all things 
(E h.esians !pl3-l.5). Such ~owth and development to 
, a t ur i ty will thus not destroy the exis ting tundamen-
~al uni t y of the church u.111 versal end make uni voraal 

C.i.tt"iatien fellowship impossible, but 1d.ll rather 
st;1,'3ngthen, .fur t!1er and advance it, "till we all come 
unto t he unity of mo.ture faith and of' mature lmow
l eee;e t o t he Bon ot God, unto mature manhood, unto the 
meas ure of the ~ull ~aturity or Christ," and will tbua 
l ny an ever deeper and wi der foundation ror universal 
Chri s t l an fellowship. Confessional rellowah1p should, 
tb.er efore, not overl:>olc and disregard the existing 
fundamental unity of the churon universal and un1ver
·s a l Chr i stian fel,lowship given thereby, but should 
s tren · ously seek to preserve and to foster both,:· 11en
d e a. v our t .:, keep the .. µn1 ty o1' the Spirit in the bond 
01· p ea.ce11 (Bph. 4:3 ) .• ~ 

It is very difficult, moreover, to keep the proper ba

lance in t he apparent coni'liat between the universal rellov

ship of fundamental Christian faith, vh1oh Christiana are to 

pr actise and maintain, and the exoluaive nature or oont••• 

s i onal fel l owship, which are d1st1nguiah1ng Dllll'ka or lhe 

many denomi.nationa and aecta witbin visible C.b1'1 ■telldoill• 'lo 

14Adolph A. Brux, Christian .Prayer-Pellowahlp a4. 
!!a (Wisconsin: Panphlet, 19JS), P• 87. 
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tolera te error in any form is tantamount to the denial or 
the t:.. .. u t h concerned. It does riot;. will not, and cannot help 

true fol l o1,1shi i n the Lord to tolerate errm-iata. And a■ 

Dr • . na ssc poi nts out in his interstynod1oal 110tea: 

I t i s an :t dea 'Hh ich is absolutely fqreign to the Hew 
't'est a . .:.nt t hot l t mtght bcJ 1)ossible ·to have a limited 
koi n'Jni a_ with here t ics according t .o ·the measure or 
a greoroent exi sti n 5 between t hem and ys. st. John bad 
c e 1 .. t oinl y .some t !tln:;s l n common with th.s heretics 1;hom 
he so b l untly rejects, I John 4 and 2. In II John 11 

e even war ns against sociol intercourse with them, be
ca us e e ven t hat' m16ht mean to become pe.rtlil:llrD of 
·the l r ev i l deeds. The sa,ie is true with the people 
w:01 st . Paul had to reject. It was not easy even at 
t h.-a t t i me to draw t 1e borderline between those who were 
o f t h e Lord, the ecclesia, and those Wh.") were seduced 
by her esy, ns also beyond t his borde?"lino there are 
peoplo who love their Lord and err in s1ol~l1o1ty of 
hocrt. The churcil has never anticipated the judgment 
01 Ci d on portl cular persons, even in condemnins her-
. sy . I n Eph. Lp14 ff. st. Pe11l expressly warns against 

h res i es, s peaking of 11 cw;ln1ng or men" and 11 0f their 
c1, a f t:i.n ess :!.n deco:i.t.ful wiles." T :is 1.1lAlin and unam
biguous c ond .,, .. 1ation ~ errors and stubborn erroriata· 
goes he :id :tn hand with "s1>eak1ng the truth in lovo,11 

j ust s o in tho "Prayers of the Faithful," which were 
said aft c,r t he doors had been olosed (Matthew 6: 6) be
f'ore t be Eucharist, a prayer was said "pro sobismati
c.:! s et he areti ois" which had been exco111mun1cated., that 
Is-;- excruded from the Sacrament. This is a probles 
tJi t !l w.~i ch the Chu1'"ch is confronted at all t1l'll8a~l:, 

It 1s just because error has now become so rampant and 

s o de.,;-tru.ctive not onlj' ot non-.t11ndam.ental doctr1ne■., but 

also of t he very essence of the Scriptures and of tho•• ar

ticles of faith, which are basic to salvation. that 1, 1• so 

neces3ary and so vital to stress t ne importance or preserv

ing true confessional fellowship. The mere oomp1et• la tlla 

15or. H. Sasse, Inters:y:nod1oal Bxeset1oal Tba■••• ,ll!R 
l'/:20-23 (ca. 19SO), P• S. 
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o~rooment n t ho \ ord ot ;Jod b:,tb ~a to doo•1ne and pJPaa• 

tice, t t,e de e .,er , tie tr11er, t he more aot1aty1ng, ■u■talnlns, 

e1 c o ,,..a ,~· nc;, i,_,,11t't1ne ond od1.ty1ne la the resultant Cml•
tian ..:cllow" l:dp .for 1nd1vidua.l Chr1at1ana and roze OOftSl'•aa• 

t1.o :is . .;r r 1• ond o:.•ro.nt t)ractice d1v1doa, deatroya and em

bi t t ers . ·J'tie t i'"uth i11tb 1to cono1atant practice un1t••• 

bu_l ds tl . J b l a .:H.100. 

· i.1nt o thoi1 1t · cont'eaa1onol Lutheran attitude to tba 

!' Cfll.ll•ch unity? Tho fundamental unlty o~ the 

:;plr•.1 t ., t ~10 un ty or sll believers 1n Cbr-.iat, the unity of 

t ! :.!..q~ .,:!g_~ ~ . rio nJQn makes or costroya. It 10 there. It 

\ , bo r ove led f ully in ctoi-n1ty. nut 1t 1a present oven 

no; c; t iic 1.: de1'"a il.,di11 otl'oncth or C;hristendom. To damon

a t ..,90 ·o u..: i-::·o otc this unit¥ o1' 1'a1tll 1n tr. vialble churoh 

- oc;t~ ... 1..-00 an oi;en-m1ncled cono:i.deration or the vroblem on tbe 

l ocal. ,1ationol and intornot1onal level. a o~nac1ent1oua re

o::a t i n t-on of t h0 8cr1pt~a, and a COlllplota aubm1aa1on to 

ti c .:crai z.,tures ao ~ 1,es;ine and !ndax. on tbs J,.iart or each 

succeed1:ig -enerut on. That the aow4en1cal movement 1a t;o 

u · ccn-•tain e :i:tent ewuro of th::.s 1a ap orent rz.om the Otft• 

o 01 ~c!,.ort or The tlOZ'th \nte1'1can Conteronoo on Pa1tb. and 

O.rtl01', 19$7, Hhon under Sect~on 2, Dootr1na1 Oonaenm• aDd 

Co1f licta ~t doclorea: 

/\. t t 'io bei;1nnine or tbo Fa1 th nnd order Movemenl. tas. '1l 
:i.n t :&a di vino- ::wnon Lord LYJd saviour tended to • taDII ln 
o sort of oplend1d 1aolat on,•• the one oleu point on 
.:ibich 110 wero united. It la atlll ,ha oentae oe ~ 
consenaua; but undor the 1n1'luenoe or the blW.Uoal N• 
nowol thoro 1a now a S19owin~ aonae ot 1ta ooaneotd.on 
'Nith other bad.o Chr1at1an dootrlneaa God•• oneaantl 
w1 th his people Israo1, tuU1llod and nn_. ID Omh11 
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t he Church ao the new·. i1eople of God, t.be Boc17 o~ Cbrlat. 
t he coQmunity (koinonia) of the Holy Spirit preaa1ng on 
toward i ts conswrimati~n in a new community or mankind 
and a new h eaven and e,arth.- Tho stern events or our 
time have taught us toi see new meaning in the dramatic 
confl i ct between t bs kingdom of Christ and the God-op
posing powers, as portrayed 1n the Bew Teat•entJ both 
onr.· f a ith in Christ•s ult1mato Lordship over the world 
a s well as the Church stands firm as the final oapatone 
i n t he arch of faith that now begins to tower over tba 
l-Jreaka e and confusion of our times. There baa been a 
~r eat recovery in recent years of t he centrality or 
b!.bl :i.ca l revelatio11 in Christian doctrina--thou&b, t.b1a 
hos not ,enetrated all the curricula of Christian edu
cation--both as t he record of the mighty acts of God 
l eauing up to our redemption in Christ, and also aa the 
s ource o.f i n tellig ible trutba expressed in inspired 
words, wl ereby the , essage of our redemption can be 
spe lled out. Wll- le we dif'fer _n our theories of reve
l ation , r eason and biblical inspiration, we are united 
in l o o lci ng to t he witness of Holy Scriptures, confirmed 
and i n t erpreted by t he witness of the Holy Spirit 1n 
t ho church , es t he al.no gua non of authentic Christian 
doc 't r111e.lb - -

T e church on earti1 is to listen to what God has said 

in Hi s Word. All Christians must keep on searching that 

Word of.' Tr ut h ., praying and working W1 th. one another 1n ac

c:i.rda nce with Ch1"ist•s depnrtins commend: "Go ye therefore, 

and t eech all na tions (make disciples of all nations). bap

t i s i11g t hem 111 t he name of the Father, and or the Son and of 

the Ilol y Ghost: teaching t hem to observe all thin&& what■o• 

ever I have commanded you.1117 Wherever thore :la a ainoere 

desire o:n the part of an individual or a churci. to aubmili 

unconditionally to the Word ot God., there the band both of 

individual and of ohul'ch fellowship can, should, and vlll be 

tor 
16rrne Nature of the Unity We Seek, Pauls. Mlmar. ed1• 

(St. Louis: TheBifiliaiiy Preii, c. 19S8), P• 189. 

171,Ja t thew 28 :19-20. 
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gladly ;iven. Where a true and complete agi-ee•nt 1n tm 

Gospel and the SacrOMants can be attained• there hl.1 altar 

and pulpi t fellowship can and should be praot1aed• tor tbll 

church will never be able ··to attain a higher dear•• ot unity 

i n doct rine t han a ~enuine unity in fundomenta1a. But be

cause 1..ie ore convinc~d that 1n our Lutheran Confaaa1on• •• 

cont a i ned 1 . t he Book or Concord. we have a true exposition 

of God I s Word, we as a church cannot have church f'a1lowah1p 

with an ;;, indi vi dual or churcli wl11ch does not subscribe to 
• 

t he doct r inal content of our Lutheran Confessions. and act 

in a ccordance with the some. 

I conclusion. ·we believe that there is a proper. Sorlp

tur e-o~ · i ned and God-pleasing place for the pl"&otioe of' in• 

dividual, general or uni versal Christian tellovah1p on the 

basis of f W1dament al faith in Christ the Saviour. On tha 

otLer hand• where as t he result of the confession ot tbe 
. 

truth, church. that is, alter and pulpit fellowab1p 1a re-

stricte d to those who by word and practice assent to the 

sorne , such confess"ional fellow hip ia demanded by 1oya1ty to 

Christ and lils Word. and w111 receive Bia eternal 0G111111tn4a

t1on as He Himself has declared1 

Whosoever shall oonteaa He be.tore men., him v111 I 0011• 
i'ess before My Father who 1a in heaven. But 11.boao•!• 
shall deny Me before men. h1m

1
x111 I alao den7 bdoN 

Hy Father which is in heaven. 

Each generation will have to appraise tba problem or 

18r,fatthaw 10:32-33• 
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i 11dividual Chza1stian-and-Churoh-lt,ellowah1p &1'reah, ~~ eaoh 

l!,enera tion is cal led upon to receive the truth. to bellr,e 

on t he Lord Jesus Christ. and to hearken to Bl• WOl'd. What

ever is set forth as the truth of God, must be teste4 bJ' ev

er y Chr istian conscience. aocordine to the apostolic com

mand : "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spir

i t s whet her t hey are or God: becauoe many false prophet& 

or e •o e out into the world.1119 Thare is one guide, the 

Scr i p t ures , wb.ich 111s given by inspiration ot God, and ia 

1>ro:f'i i;abl e for doctrine, ror reproof, for correction,- 1'01' 

inetruc·tlo.n i n r i c;nteousness: that the n1an ot God may be per

f e ct ., t horoughly f urnished unto all f!aOoci worka."20 'l'hoae 

Who will no t heed t he testimony of the SoriptUN■ are not o1' 

t he Lord . 

A Chris tian cannot but have !'ellowshlp with all vbo are 

Ilia fellow believers in the Lord. Thia fellowship beglna 

with a mut ual discuss1~n or 'tlle things of the Spirit._ It la 

stren gthened by joint meditati~n on the Word of God and by 

prayer. It demonstrates itself by public profession ot the 

truths or God concerning salvation. And it oulminatea 1n a 

joint par~i cipation o~ the body and blood~ the L0194 :1n tbe 

Sacra •. 1ent of the Altai•, a hol.y commL1nlon in and With t;ba l.al'd. 

There is only one such tellowshlp, even aa there 1■ 01111 bc,O', 

one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. one God ant 

191 John 4:1. 
20II Timoth1° 3:16-17. 
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Father of au.21 In His o'tm " ood time the LOl'd will make 

t b1a manifest. 

Tbe t;r -:>wt h ot the Christian Church is like the growth 

of 1:1 t ree . Its bl"nnchas cover the whole earth. Onl7 tboae 

who ar e true believers in Obrist are in that tree. Bov 1t 

a .r.•5 .ars a. d i vided churcll, but hereafter 1 ts basic un11;7 

wi.th t he Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit Will be man

i f est to all. Then 'tie shall understand and see everything 

cl earl y . The visible church. is but the prelude to the great 

king om ,:,f heaven, fo1• which we hovo all prayed, as taught 

by our Lord in His own perfect prayer, and wbiohve aball 

by Goel ' .s urace enter after Judgment Day. Here tba ohuroh 

:ta GJ chur ch militant. There it will be the church ti-1um• 

;,l an 1; . The gonl meanwhile for ell Christiana 1a set f'arth 

by St . I'aul, when he e.xhOl"to·d: 

N:;w I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our LG11!'4 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same th1ng, and 
t he t t here be no di vision·• among you.; but that J'8 be 
perfectly joined together in the same mine! and 'in tba 
s ane jud@lient.22 

Alas, that true Christian tellowah1p 1s hara ■o bro• 

ken and disrupted& But as suro as the Son 1a V:l.th t;ba Pa

t her , s ;, certain is it that one day the pN7er of' t;ba Son 

.;:lll be answered and fulfilled: "Holy Father, keep through 

thine own name those whom thou hast given Me, tha, the7 •7 

21Ephes1ans 4•4-6• 
22r Corinthians 1:10. 
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b e one., o we ore.1123 

To t hose uh o charge confos~ional Lutborana W1 tb. d1•• 

l"Up t i n g or l inclor.1n!,; the unlt:, o. t ho vlalble o.huroh, •• N• 

pl y ui th .le l a.'r!oh thon in the Co11cluo1on ot tho Apologa 

/ HJ t o t ho uant or unity and diosona1on !.n the Ctmrob., 
- t _a wel ,l kuoun ho·.: t :1r:oo L"lDtteru tirst happened, and 
who hovo cauaod the division, nainely, tha aollera dr 
i nd ~1goncos, wbo ahnmolc:rnly l-'rcuiched intolerable llea, 
and ef t or wurdo .condemned Luther for n . t approving or 
t hoao lies., cm.: besideo, t ey o«ain and again exalted 
1 or e c cntrovers3.ea., so tbnt Luther was 1n4uoe4 to at
t oc}: 1nany other ttrrora. But since our opponent■ would 
not t ol or a ·te· t ho tri1tb, and dared to promote manltea, 
or r or s b y i'ovce ., 1 t; :7-s enay to jude;e who 1a b'Uilt7 or 
~c: am. Zure l y , all t be 'Horld, all \i 1Ddom, all pawel' 
ou ·h.t t o yield to Ci.wi st and a1a Holy Word. But the 
c: e vil i s tlle e ne:ilJ' of God, ond thore.tore rouaea all h1a 
ni ;;.-lt u.joins ·t Cbr .1at, to ext1nf:t111•h enc: auppreaa tba 
\lor d of' Goel. Therefore the clev11 with hia mambera, 
oe t t :tnb hi mself a gainst tho WOl'd. or God, 1D tho oauae :J 
or t ho schism anc wont or unity,. For we bava moat 
~eal ousl y sougl.1t poaco, and still moat eagerl7 deaire 
it, provided only 11e are not toroed. to iJlaapbe• and 
dony Chi•!at. For God. tho discerner or all men•• 
hoor ts, 3. 0 our· wi t nosa that we do not dal S.gbt r. nd !Jave 
no .,o"J 111 t his a111'ul disunion. On tbe other band, our , 
cdvor3ariP.~ nave so far not been w1ll1ns to oonol.ude 
pe0. ce w::.tl1out ot1puloting that wo must abandon tba ••v• 
i nc ·octr.tne or tho tor~voness of a1n bJ" cm-1a, vllll
out , cr1 t, thouta1 Cm.• is t would be r.ioat t'oull,7 bla■• 
phemed t hereby.c:q. 

SO!,I DEO GLORIA 

23Jobn 17:11. 
2LJ.1.rr1 , lot Concord1a (St. Loui■ I Oonoordia Publlah• 

inc nouse. !921);-°p. 451. 
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