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CHAPTER I
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITTLE FLOCK
The Neason For This Study

It is a rather easy thing to find out about the toach-
ings of' most denominations. In a fow moments of study in a
relliable volumo, & person can get most of the answers, This
is trve 1n a normal verish situation., On a foreign mission
fisld, howover, it is not always so easy. Although most
Christian denominations which are found in foreign countries
arc daushters of Westorn denominetions, there aro some which
ere not. At leest there are certaln ones which do not claim
to be.

One such denomination is the Little Floeck which flour=-
fshos in Tolwan, tho Republic of Chinan, It neither claims
nor iz claimed by &ny Western denomination as far as I have
been able to determine, It caused a problem for missionaries
of the Lutheran Church--}issourl Synod who were engazed in
mission work in Taiwan in 1956, I was one of those mission-
aries,

The problem arose in this way. There were certain
members of the Little Flock who were attending the Lutheran
Churches in various cities in Taiwan, particularly in Talpel,
the capital city. Some of those who attonded later enrolled
in olasses to preopare for membership in the Lutheran Church.

i
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Aftor finishing the instruction class, soms of them expressed
a desiro to join the church, The missionaries questioned
them concerning whether or not they had ever been baptised.
They answered that t hey had been baptized while thoy were
mombers of the Little Floock. The question then arose among
the Luthoran missionaries concerning the validity of the
baptism which they had received. There was not enough known
about the Little Flock to even determine whether or not 1t
was a church which held Trinitarian beliefs. There was
nothing that the missionaries wers able to find which could
shed any light on the teachlnzs of the group.

It was at this time that they askod me to study the
matter to try to determine whether the baptism administered
by the Littlo Flock was valld or whether those who asked for
membership in the Lutheran Church should be re-baptized

The Method of Procedure

Firat, I tried again to find something written in
English which might tell about the origin and chief dootrines
of the Little Flock. I found nothing. The next step was to
try to find out if perhaps some other denomination had studied
the teachings of the Iittle Flock and had written about it in
Chinese: It may be that it has been doms, but I was not able j
to find anything. There seemed to be only one way opens I j
i had to f£ind out first-hand for myself, But this was not en=

tirely possible for I was not fluent enough in the Chinese
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1enguage bo translato sufficient of thelir writings to even

zot an ldes of thelr basic teachlngse. But I had a very

ablo assistent in my lanzuage teacher who helped me in the

studye.
I was Interested in two thinzs. I wanted to I'ind out

what the writings of the Little Flock said concerning their
doctrinos. I also wanted to £ind out 1f the doctrines which
wers written egreed with tho practises of the group. Ve
studied certain of the books whlch we wore able to obtain,
Tonles which socmod particularly necessary were translated.
Those books sro liztod In the bhibliogrephy as primary soureces,
ir: order to deotermine the practises of tho church, I arranged
an interview with r, Chien-I-P'ing, a council member of the
Flrst Church of Tulpel. The information received in that
oxtondod interview ls documented in the footnotes in this

mennor: Chlon-I-P'ing, Intorview.
Iimitations Of Tho Study

The subject is certalnly not exhausted in this study.
The greatest limltation is thils that all of the source
materiel is in the Chinese language. The best that I could
hope to do was to try to find articles which explained the
chief teachings of the Little Flock. It may be that thers
would be differences even in the chiel doctrines 1f I would
have examined material beyond that which I have used. As

will be noted later in the paper, there are even some
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differences which aro apparent in scme of the writings which
were examined, In these cases I have tried to present both

ideas without comment. There are also certain differences
between what was stated in the articles cited and the state-
ments made in the interview with lir. Chien-I-Pling. I have
tried to present a falr ploture with the limited amount of
naterial used.

There i1s another limitation which I also mention,
This exists because of the :I'.‘-n'.el'. that doctrines presented
are not binding upon the church as a whole, To understand
this, a littlo more background 1s nescessary. i

The religlous body commonly referred to by the name
Iittle Floek is not called by this name because of any de=
sire of the group to be so named, The group does not wish
to be ldentifled by any name whioh brands it as a denomins-
tion. It rather prefers to be npmed after the city in Ihich
it has beon established., This 1s montioned by them as ths
seriptural way, since the seven churches referred to in the
EBook of Revelation are named in this way. For this reason
the members of the various groups refer to their Churches
as the Church of Taipel or the Church of Hsinchu, To dis= ,
tinguish between the varicus groups in one city, the congre-
gations are named l-.océ:-di.ng to tho chronological order in
which they were estsblished. Thus in Taipel there is the
First Ohuroh of Taipel through the Seventh Ohurch of Taipeil

iChien-I-P'ing, Interview.
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The group has adopted the name the Little Flock only
because of the government's insistence on the reglstration
of all religious groups as denominations.? Beceuse of the
zovernmsnt's insistence on such registration and bescause of
the reluctance of the group to reglster as a denomination
there has been some friction in the past between this relig-
ious group and the Chinese Kationslist govermment. This,
at least, is the opinion of Mr, K. H. Tal, a section leadsr
in the oryptography section of the Chinese government.

Uince the Little Flock holds this bellef with regard
to denominations, 1t is impossible to say that the teachings
of any of tho churches which make up this group are officilal
doctrine. The group has no common oreed and the teachings

y
¥
A
;

and practises of one church cannot be sald to be binding on
any other church for officially they do not recognize any
organization larger than tho church in a particular oity.
This is a definite limitation. The information in this
study comes {rom the Church of Taipel for the most part and
particularly from the First Church of Taipel, It is not
possible to say that what 1s taught and prectised by them
1s trus for all the groups in Teiwan. I do contend that. . .
the indlcations seem to be that the teachings of these. . .
groups are fairly typical of what is taught by the entire
Iittle Flock, There are several things which indieate

21hi14.
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this: First of all, the Church of Taipel claims to be the
oldest church in Taiwan.> Secondly, the publications of
the Church of Talpol are used by the other churches in other
parts of Teiwan.tt Finally, the Church of Taipei 1s the
largest Church in Talwan, claiminz a membership of more than

: . (4
seven thouscnd in 1956.°
'ne Thesls Discovered By This Study

Within the limltations noted the study wes made. Some
things are not stated because information was not available.
Doctrines other than bantism are mentioned bescause of the
rolationships of one doctrine to another. Other teachings
ere inecluded to demonstrate the unique doetrines and inter-
wretations presented by this group with the hope of stimu-
lating others to additionel study of the Little Flock.

All of Chese ltems ars inter-related to present the

b

=
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y of the Tollowing thesis which Is presented on the

w

is of the atudy wnlch has been made,

oa
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THESIS

=
s

Although there are meny errors in the teach-
ings of the Little lock, the baptism performed by the

zroup should be accepted as valld end re-beptism should not
be reqguired vefore admittance for membership in tThe Lutheran

Churche.

31bi1d.
brpia.
STbia.




CHAPTER IT 1
BASIC TEACHINGS OF THE LITTLE FLOCK
The Source of Doctrine

As the source of all teaching and preachinz, the Little
Flock accepts the Bible., The Bible is the Word of God and
1= to be followed faithfully.l In addition, however, the

zift of prophecy by those having the gift is to be recognized.z
The Trinity

The group exproesses belief in the Triune God, They
say thaet God is a three in one God. The Chinese words
which they use are "sEn-wsi i-tli-te Sﬁhng-%t" which liter-
ally meens "three persons together one God." They believe
thet the Father is God, the Son, Jesus Christ, is God, and
thet the Iloly Spirit 1s God. They stress that although

there ere three persons, there is only one God.3
Creation

Extreme Ziblical literalism and Taulty interpretation
are evident in the doctrine of creation as taught by the

1chian-I-P'ing, Interview.

21pid,
31bid,
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Littlo Flock, They hold to a double crostion theory. The
first creation, they claim, 1s that referred to in Genesis 1:1.
They have much to say of what happened between Genesis 1:1
and 1:2, Thoy maintain that Genesis 1:2 which says that
"the oarth was without form and void" and "thet darknoss
was upon the face of the deop" céuld not ﬁosaibly refer to
tho world &s God creoated it, Rather, thoy contend, the
first world was in good crder as soon &s 1t was created by
God, ‘‘hey insist that esccording to Job 33:5-7, God measursd
and pluzbed the world, If He did this whon He orsated 1t,
then it could ot have been without form snd void. It would
have haé to be woll ordored, ‘Thop they continue to explsein
ow 1U Decame to be without form and void.h

In this first world there were living creaturss who
wore people. In the Cirst creation God slso maede the angels.
To the chief of ths anzels, Satan, God gave the rule of the
world, 1This is evidenced by such passages as John 12:31 in
which Szten is called the prince of the world, But Satan
rehelled against God, Iie wanted to have the same rank as
God. 4ind when Sotan disobeyed God by this kind of action
end thinking, all angels assizned to Satan followed him,
The people in the world at that time also followed Satan.
God judged Satan and his followers becsusc of thelr evil,
Satan and his angels were banished from the presence of God

l"Jhrn:m., Ministry of the Word (Taipel, Talwan: The Church
of Taipei, 19'5ET,"!§IT!2'6'§-7I. 1
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and doomed to hell which God prepared for them.

The judzment of God was also directod againat the
world with darkness and a mighty flood coveringz the whole
world. The people of the world all drownod in the zreat
wator, but theilr souls continued to live. These are now
the ghosets or evil spirits., Only in the water can the evil
spirits £find peace, thoy claim. This, according to them,
is indicated by Hatthew 12:43 which says "when the unclean
snirit is zons out of men, he walketh through dry places,
secking resi, and findeth none." They certify that the
eondition of the world after the judmment of God is doescribed
in Jerowlah L4:23f{7T,, which says in part:

I bolsld the earth, and lo, it was without form and

void; and the heavens, and they hed no light. « « « I

beheld, and lo, thers was no man, and all the birds of

thiec heavens wero fled, I behold, and lo, the frultful
ploce wes a wildernsss, and all the c¢ities thereof
were broken 4 own at tho presence of the Lord, and by

His fierce anger., Ior thus hath the Lord sald, the

whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not maice a

full end.

It waz into tuis world which had been made dark and vold
by the wratk and judgmont of God that God brought 1light

egain and began the second orent:l.on.s
Han end Sin

Adam, they believe, was created by God in perfection
and holiness. !e was created in the image of the 3on of

S1bid., XXXI, 1271-73.
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God, Joous Christ. They testify that Adem was necessarily
orcated in the image of the Son for lie is the only person
of God Who haes en image. They believe that it was the pur=
pose of God to create man in the imaze of the Son, so that
when tie Jon would o to earth, ilo would be just like other
people in nppanr:mca.6

Af'ter od ercatod man, Te desirad thet man choose to
aerve Him, God would not force man to serve lilm, Han must
serve God out of cholee. For thls reason Jod gave the come-
mend to man not to ocat of the troe of the knowledge of zood
end evlil, !Man was to choose to follow this commandment of
Jo0d ond do rood. Ho was warned ajneinst disobeying God and
following the ovil., The tree also stood to remind man that
there was evll, HMHan could not act out of ignorsnce and say
that he did not recalizZe that there was such & thing as evil,
He glso kmoew thoe judgment of God that il he would [ollow the
avil and sat of tho troe, his soul woulé die irmediately and
he would loss communication with Cod.?

Satan temptod Zve and she ato., Adam did likewlse. Now
the judgnent of God was upon man, The soul of man died imme-
dlately and his body was elso subjact' to death. Now, unless
saved, the whole of man, and ospecially his soul, would have

to suffer the second death which consists of etermal punishment

61hid., XXXI, 127h.
TIbid., XXXI, 127h.
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and etornal absence of any cormunication with God. The sin

of the first psople, Adsm and Eve, has passed upon all peo=-

ple.d A1l are sinful at birth.? All deserve eternal punish-
ment in hell.l0

Salvaetion Is By Grace Alone
Through Falth In Christ

salvatlon, esccording to thelr teachinza, is entirely
by thoe prace of God end was gained by the suffering and

death of Jesus Chriast. All emphasis is put on Christ's
paaslvo cboedlence for tho reconciliution of menkind. The
merit of His rotlve cbedience to the law 13 rejected. The
law, thoy oxplain, was kopt by Chriat to zaln rigkhteousnsss
for Himself to quallfy }iim to be the Savior of mankind,ll
The nocesslty of thaet qualificatlion does not, in thelr
oninion, deny the divinity of Christ. They state very
stronsly that Christ 1s true God ps well as trus men, The
necessity of the divinlty of Christ is asserted by them
whon they tsll the procedurs by which forgivoness is granted.
Thoy propose thet anyons who grants forglveness to another

yust suffor a loss, They present an illustration which states

81b1d., xxx1, 127%.
90111«:1-1-?'1:13, Interview,
10ninistry of the Word, XXXI, 127k.

1lpnon,, Gospel stions (Taipel, Taiwan: The Church
of Taipei Et.l:d'.]—??- Pe B0
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that when a porson forgives a debt to anotpﬁr, he suffers
a loss in so doing., In offering rorgivenhna to sinful man-
kind, God mluso, accordinz to this principle, had to suffer
a losa, Thet was tho loss of ils own Son. If Christ would
have only been & man, then there would be no loss on the
part of God. Salvation, thereofors, 1s not nossible for
those who o not believe that Jesus Christ 1s truo God as
well as true man,12

In thelr teachings, thoy elso proclaim the resurrection
of Christ on the third day. Through the resurraction of
Christ, thsy stress, it is possible to lmow that Christ ac=-
corplliahed thet which e plarned to do., It 1s also a proof
that dod was satlsfied with what Christ had done to zain
salvation for sinners, Without faith in the resurrection
of Christ &s wsell 23 in His death, they ssay a person cannot
be savod.l3

Faithh ln the Savior Who died and rose azain 1s the one
end only requlrement for obtaining salvation, the Little
"lock declares, They emphssize that it is not possibls for
a pereon to be saved by doing good or by trylng to love God
with the whole heexrt, soul, and nind end by trying to love
one's noighbor as onoseli's Good works, they say, come about

e a rasult of a persocn's being saved, but are no requirement

127b13.p Pe e
131bid., ppe 59-65.

| |
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for ecbtoining salvation., Thoy spacifically mention that
salvaeion 1s not obtalned by falth plus hops, falth plus
r9n1153t1°n of sins, faith plus doingz zood, falth plus

p;nfinﬂr feith plus confesslon, or falth plua baptisn,
hese things, thoy point out, are attached (Cninese word

45 "Th-shi-yi" to faith and salvetlon, but are not require-
ments (Chinsse word 1s ng1ido—chion”), To obtein salvation

treore 1s no other requirement than raith.lu

hrp1d., poe 99-128.




CHAPTER III
FIVE TYPES OF SZRVICES CONDUCTED
Service for Preaching the Gospel

There are normelly five different types of services
which are conducted by the Church of Talpei. A consideration
of these services gilves more insight into the doctrines and

ractlises of the Little Flock. The first service 1is the
service for preachins the gospel. Thils service is intended
for thosze who are not saved, YNowever, there are certain
adnonitions given to each member concerning these services,
"irst, they are all supposed to attend., They should not
think that bocause they are already saved, they do not need
to come. They still need to attend in order that they might
be eble to help with whatever needs to be cone for ths_aer-
vice. This includes bringinz unsaved with them to the ser=
vice and looking after:them during the service. The members
are also admonished not to worry about whether the preaching
for this service is good or not. They should just be con=

cerned about people being savad.l

Service for Praying

For the service for praying there are certain suggestions,

1Anon.,_Basic Christian Knowle%ge and Training (Taipei,
Taiwan: The Church of Taipei [n.d. 85=90,
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which, they say, ought ‘to be observed. Each person should
concontrate and not allow other thouzhts to come into his
mind, The prayers should be real and they should not be
very long. A person should pray the same in public as he
does in private. This means for one thing that a person
who speaks only a few sentences.in private prayers should

not speak long prayers in '_nubli.c.2
Service for Emnloying Speclal Gifts

In tho service for employinz sveclal gifts of grace,
there should be restrictlons so that this service doos not
become the one considered the most important., The gift of
nrovhecy by those speakling in tongues in these services is
tobe recognized. It is to be observed, however, that the
sif't of prophecy in tongues 1is nbt to be excessive and is
never to be presented unless there is one present who has
the gift of interpretation, In asccordance with the direc=-
tion of I Corinthians 1ll, they say that women are to remain
sllent during this service and the men are .to be restrained.
£11 should be given an opportunity to demonstrate thelr par=-
ticular gifts of the spirit, but everyone should act so that
all things ere done in good order and no one should take up

21l the time for himself.3

21b1d., I, 95-100.
31bid., I, 101-2.
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Service for Listening teo the Sermon

This service 1s particularly for the ones who are saved,
All the saved brothers and sisters should attend this service
so that they may receive the grece that 1s offersd by God
throuzh the preachlng of the Vord., ~Lveryons who attends

mist be very careful not to be prsjudiced and thinlk theat
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Lt rmust be remembered that it is

Holy Communion

The service of lloly Communion or the breaking of bread
is conducted every Sunday. The celsbrant is ususlly one of
the elders but 1t may be any one of the brothers. A round
leoaf of breed and grape wine are used &5 the elements. It
was stated that Lt 1s not acceptable to use zrape julce ine
stead of wlne.S

The main purpose of this service is to thank and praise
God. The purpose, they say, 1s not preeching and praying.
The service, as they celebrate it, is in two parts, The one
part is remembering the Lord. This means that the believer

is reminded that he was & sinner who deserved to dle eternal

hlbid.’ I' 103-,-!-.
5Ghien-I-P'ing, Interview,.

I—
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death, but Cod pltled him and Jesus Christ ceme into the

world to dle for him. The one who participates in the ser-
vice should remember that Jesus Christ suffered and bled
and died toc gain for him the forglveness of sina.6

The second part of the service centers arcund demone-
strating the unity which exists among all the children of
God., Thls 1s domonstratzd e&s all drink of the wine and
brosk end esat of the round loaf &s it is passed from one éo
uucther.7

in thelr explanation of the meaning of Communion,

there are some things which are not very clear, There is,

for inst

cance, & difference of opinion concerning the real

|
-
-
=}
»
o

oresoence, lMr, Chien-I-P'ing stated in the interview with

thhat he did not believe that those who partalke eat and

drilnic the body and blood of the Lord, but that the bread

end wine are merely in remembrance of the btody snd blood of
the Lord., One wrlter says that 1f a person does not discern

the Lord's body and blood as being received in Communion, he

is guilty of the body of the Lord.6
Those eligible to partake of Communion are all those

who are believers ¢nd are baptized. Iiembers of other

churches may sttend, if they meke their intentions known

6Basic Christlan Knowledpe and Tralningz, I, 105,

T1bia,, I, 106.
81vid., I, 107.
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lders before the ssrvice. Before eny person attends,

to the e
nowevor, he must examine himself to make sure that he belongs

to the Lord,.

9%Chien-I=P'inz, Interview,




CHAPTER IV
ORGANIZATION AND OTHER MATTERS
The Ffunctions of the Minlstry

Lapeh of the seven congregations which compose the
Church of Taipel are organized in a similar manner. This
secems to indicate that the organization may be the same in
nost congrezetions of the Little Flock. Each congregation
is orgaenized with presbyters and a churcih councll which are
rosponsible for the functlons of the ministry withlin the
conrreration., There are no ordained ministers and the
nreaching and conducting of services is carried on by direc-
tion of the presbyters and the council. For the preaching,
all male members of the congrsgation mey be called upon,
since according to thelr bellef, every believer is eligible
to preach, Hormally the spealkers are scheduled according
to 2 definite order, but occasionally, as the spirit glves

utterance, an unscheduled speaker may present the message
1

s

of the day.

Slmilarities and Differences
with Churches of Christ

Mere are certein things which scem to Indicate that

in the beglnning, at loast, the Littles Flock may have been

1chien-I-P'ing, Interview.
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influenced by the Churches of Christ. Ons thing thet ine-
dlcatss this is that Stone, who is possibly Barton Stone,

one of The early leaders in the Churches of Christ movensnt,

w
('5

is the only foreipner quoted in any of the material which
was studled for this puper.z

This in iteelf is not much of en indication. BHut this
foct coupled with some of the teschings put forth by the
Little Flock wmay show some eerly commection. The Little
Floelk!'s insistence on anti-creedalism, every Sunday Holy
Communicn, use of ilew Testament terminoclogy in naming of
chiurches, re jection of denominations, and extreme literslism
in Seriptural interpretation are some of the same points
stressed by the Chnurches of C risb.3

On the other hsnd, there sro some differences which
the Little Plock haos with the Churches of Christ., The
Churches of Christ have never rejected an ordalned ministry.
Again, the spesking in tongues is something which the Churches

s

of Christ have never emchasized,

I‘J

Anon., lilnistry of Lhe Word (Taipei, Taiwan: The Church
Of .'.E‘lbe.i' 1’) F ] x » —IS-O-

3T L. Weve, Churches and Sects of Christendom (Bleir,

lebraska: Lutheren Publishing liouse, 1952), DDPe 302-93.




CHAPTER V
PR LITTLE FLOCK'S DOCTRINE CF BAPTISHM
Various EKinds of Salvation

In order to understand the position which the group
tekes concerning baptlsm, thelr teaching concerning various
1-inds of salvation must Lfirst be mentioned., #hile maintain-
inz that only Taith 1s necessary f or salvation and asserting

the requirement for obtalninz selvation is not "faith

o

tha
plus baptism," they also state that baptism is necessery
for one kind of salvation, For etvernal salvation, soul sal-
vatlon, body salvation, and day to day selvation, baptism
s not necessary. JThese terms they do not explain, But
they sey thet the salvation of the unbaptized thief on the
crosge plves evidence that beptism is not necossary Tor these
kinds of salvation.l
But there iz one kind of salvation for which baptism
is both meortané and necessary. That is salvation from
the extent of sins. This is a step toward the teeching of
holiness and perfection after a believer has received bap-
tism. They do not go all the way on this, however, and say

that all cepacity for sin is eradicated by baptism or that

the baptized believer does not commit sin., The approach

lAnon.. Gospel Questions (Taipei, Taiwan: The Church
of Taipei [n.de] )s P. .
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s to be that once in grace throush beptism, a person
geol
ay not fall from grace, although he does occasionally come
m

mlt ﬂ‘lntz

The Benefits of Baptism

The ideas of this group concerning the benefits of

Laptism, however, arc somewhat confusing even with regerd

to the salvation from the extent of sin, They do say thet
waptism is not a requirement for salvation. This 1s by
folthn alone.” Then agein, enother writer meintains that
baptism is a8 necessary as falth and repentance to enter
the kingdom of CGod and receive the now birth.u Agalin, one
gtoetes that beptism 15 2 ceremony to announce to the world
that & person has come out from the extent of sins and is
saved,” But on this very point enother writer says that
baptism 1s much more than just a ceremony to announce to
peopls that & person has been converted and hes come out
from the extent of sins. This writer says that baptism is

6

e practical procedure which gives the Tforglveness of sins,

2Tbid., p. 126,
3Ibid.

T : e = s . c
Anon., Ministry of the Word (Talpeil, Teiwan: The Church
of Taipei, 1952), XI, 102,

5Gosnal Questions, pe. 126.

biinistry of the Word, XI, 185.
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A person should be baptized, according to thelr posi-
gion, as one of Lhe first things sfter he has believed.
This importance of bantism they drew from the fact that at
the beginning of the New Testament, John the Baptist was
aent Lo preach and to baptize. Since the New Testament was
pesun with bentlsm, they conclude that 1s must be very im-
porbant. This importance is also demonstreted by the fact
that Jesus Christ was beptlized, although lie was the 3on of
tod and the ;aviav.7

In stressing the importance of baptism, the Church of

falpsil wrefutes the claim of those who teach thet baptism by

wvater 1o not neécessary for those who havs been baptized by

tne Splrit, They say thet the work of guiding people to

reaturn to the Lord is

not inished untll they have received

Ve

bwantlsm, Por their proof of this, they point out that the

Spirit did nobt take Fhilip away from the Ethiopian sunuch

f
until he had given baptism.”

Those Eligible for Baptism

Those eligible for baptism are those who believe., This,
according o their writings, 1s their only criterion. They
sey that & person should be baptizad immediately after he

believes so that the Holy Spirit can begin to work stronzly

Tivid., XI, 178-79.
8Ivid., XI, 180.
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and thoroughly in him., They mention the fact that although
Paul and Silsc had bsen beaten before they were cest into
prison, they stlill thought that 1t was important for the
converted jailer to receive baptlsm as soon as he believed,
They didn't feel that they could wait until the wounds
healed or sven untll the next day. They also quote Acts 2:41
which says that the three thousand who gladly received the
Word were baptized on the same day.9

In practise, however, there is some difference., Before

o]

person is baptized, he is questioned by the church council

and they decide whether or not he is really ready for bap-

tism, This may e on the same day that a person says that
ho believes or it may be.qgulte a whlile afterwards, if the

church council does not feel that the applicant'!s faith is
10

really as full and complete as he cleims,
Infent beptism is rejected by the group. They do not
beptize these "who cannot distinguish their left hand from
their right." They do not baptize them beceuse they do not
thinlk that they can believe. To put this prineiple into
practise, they do not bapéize anyone wio has not reached

the age of thlrteen.ll

9Ibid., XI, 181.
10Chien-I-P'Ing, Interview,

llginistry of the Word, XI, 189.

N
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Mode and Method of Daptism

The only form of baptism which they practise 1s that.
of immersion or dipping the whole body into water. Thelr
main Serinture proofl of this is Matthew 3:186 which states

that after J

o

sus was basntized He went up out of the water,
[t is in this connection that thsy quote EStone as saying,
"baptism iz just what we read about it in ths New Testament;
nemely bthose who wors baptized dipned themselves into the
wster," The Little Flock criticizes those who do not follow
this mode of beptism and say that since the Bible gives no
other mode, no othsr mode should be used.l2

They make much of the fact that say believer is suthor=
izcd {o baptize. They reject the teachings of those who say
that certaein onea in the church are the ones who have the
rosponsibility to do the beptizing. To deny any belliever
the pricht Go baptize at any time, thoy clelm, 1s to reject
the clear Teachings of the fible.13 iowever, they do say
that the presbyters cor members of the church counecll are
usually ths ones who do the bautizinb.lh

Their writings do not meke any clear statement about
the words which are used as the baptism formula. In answer

to & guestion, llr, Chien-I=FP!'Ing said that when he bavtizes

12751d., XI, 186,

131pid., XI, 191.
1u0hian-I-P'1ng, Interview.
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Mode and Method of Eaptism

The only form of baptism which they practise 1s that-
of immersion or dippinz the whole body into water. Thelr
main Scripture proof of this is Matthew 3:16 which states
that after Jesus was bentized Ho went up out of the water,
It is in this connsction that they quote 3tone as saying,
"papticss is Just what we read cbout it in the New Testament;
naxsly those who wers baptizod dipned themselvos into the
wster." Tho Little Flock oritlcizes those who do not follow
thls node of baptism and say that since the Bible zives no
otker mods, ns other mode should be used.la

hoy malte much of the fact that any bellever is author-
izcd to baptize. They reject the teachings of those who say
that certain onea in the church are the onos who have the
rosponsibllity to do tho baptizing. To deny any bellever
the right to baptize at any time, thoy cleim, is to reject
the clear teachings of the Bible.l3 Howevor, they do say
thet the presbyters or members of the church counecil are .
usually the ones who do the baptizing.l¥

Thelr writings do not make any clear statement about
the words which are used as the baptism formula. In answer
to a question, !ir. Chien-I=P'Ing said that when he baptizes

121p1a,, XTI, 186.

131p14d,, XTI, 191.
Uighien~I-P'ing, Interview.




27

e magical performance, for which certain Ygrds and
actions sre absclutely necessary « « « o

Since there 1s nothing in the administration of the baptism
performed by the Little Flock which is essentislly contrary
to the instltution and command of Christ, it should be con-

sidered valid,

16 50nn H, C. Pritz, Pastoral Theology (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishinz House, 1945), De 2
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