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CHAPDR I 

AH Ill'!RODUCTIOlf TO '1'RB Lini.B l'LOClt 

It la a z-athel" •••J' thlng to t'1114 out about; •tba taaah-

1n13a of most d.anomlnationa. ID a t'csw 11omnta ot- ■tuq :ln a 

l"Gliable volume. a person oan get moat at' the azmvera. 911■ 

is true in a normal pariah situation. On a t'oi-elgn lld.a■lon 

.:f':lel4• howovel". it ls not alwap ■o •••7'• A1thougb. moat 

Cbl.--1atian denominations 'llhiob are t'ound 1n. t'oNip oountrle■ 

ur e da.U(~tors of Weatol"D den.omlnationa. there a1'0 ■om llbloh 

aro not. At least tbere a.re oei-t.a:ln oue vb1oh do not; ol.&111 

to bo . 

Ona DUCb denomination. ia the Little nook llbloh rlomt­

i ohoa ln Taiwan. tho llepu'bllo of ch1Da. It neither ola1w 

nor 1a claimed bJ' llD1' Western dmmm:luatlon a.a rar a■ I ban 

bean ables to d.etal'llline. :Ct caused a problem. ror ml■slonana■ 

o~ the Lutheran Chul"ob.--1:llaaourl SJDOd vho 119:i-e eqaged 1n 

ml anion vol"k 1n 'l'aiwan in 19S6 •. I 11as one or tb.o••· :m1■a1cm­
ar1aa. 

The problem ai-oae 1D tbia VIL'J'• 1'here WN oel"tain 

:membai-a o.:f' tbe Ll ttle Pl.oak 1lho veN attendlllg t;b.e LutbaHD 

Churches 1.11 TuiOUB o11;1e■ 111 Taiwan, putloul.arl7 1.11 hlpil. 

tb.e• oap:l tal oit;J'. 3ome or tba•• vbo attoa4e·4 la•• 811l"011ecl 

1.ll ala•••• to pnpare for J11811berab1p 1n tbe LatmeND Cbm!oh. 
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Arte. rlld.•bS.118 tbe 1Dauuattcm al•••• acma ot tbaii ~••eel 
a 4e■1N to jolD tb.e olml'Ohe 918 :mla■lOIIUle■ qaa■1slolla4 

tbma ocmoel'D1ng 11betb.e• 019 not tbaJ' ba4 eTU 'bema 11aptd.M4. 

'lbeJ' anaveNd tbat t; bay bad been bapt:1.--4 'ltblle tb9J' wue 

wbel9a or 'bba Little F.Look. 'Iba qaeatlOD tun ua■e """'8 

the t.utbo191111 mS.aaionule■ oonoem1Dg tba Tal:lcllbJ' or tba 

bapt:Lam wtiloh thaJ' bad Noel,re4. CJ?beN va■ not eDOUP. lmo1m 

about the Lltt1e Plook to eftn det•1'1111De vbethn- OJI not. it 

VD8 a ohUl'Gb llb.1ob bald 'h-1n1hl91Ul belier■ • 'l?beN ,.._ 

nottd.Dg t~t tbe ml■■:Loraane■ veN able to r1m1 vblab aou1c1 

shed any light on the teaob:LDa■ or the proup. 

It wa■ at tbia tll:la tbat thq' ••-4 ma to ■tuq 1111a 

matt;e19 to tr,- to detel"Dd.De 'Whetbal9 tba bapt:L■- adndn1 .. teN4 

by the L1ttlo Flook vu val:ld 019 'llbatbe• tbO■e 1111D a■-4 .tu 

mambel9■hip 1n the Luthe19an CbaJtob eboul4 be N•bapt:1.■•4• 

'!be Matbo4 or Pl'ocec!UN 

P:Lrat, I tried ap1n to rln4 ■oaatblng -111':1.ttm:a lD 

Bng].:Lab vtd.oh ld.gbt tell about tbe oi-:1.glD a4 abler daoblm■ -
or tbe LS.ttle nook. I round notb!ng. 'ftul nexta . ■tap ... • 

t17 to .t1.D4 out U perbapa ■maa ot;be• daaold n•t:lcm ball •11141"4 

tbe tea~b1nga or tbe I4.ttle Plook am bad. vl'ltten aboata lt 1.11 

Cblm••· It._.,. be tbata :lt baa 'been dcmaa but I ... nota ab1a 

t;o ~:Ln4 IIDJ'tbS.DB• '!b.eN ■•-4 to be o~ ODe WJ' ..... J: 

bad to :llD4 out; tS...t-bend ror -,.au• Bllt tabla 11U aot; -­

t:1.Nl.J' , po•■l'ble .tor.- I va■ nota nwmt aoilgb 1.11 ·tlba CliaJ.Mae 
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1 ta auf'1"1o:S.entl 01' tlbel1' Vl'1tlDga to aftD iansuas• to tran• a 
. ..,, tboir baalo teaoblDS• • Bat; I ba4 a ftl'J' get an :ldea o .. 

... ... • _ _ " ....... ,.,..8 teacher vbo belpecl J!!J8 s.n t;ba 
a.b1o a.asl■u8Du .-.. -., ---o-o 

■tudy. 

Iva■ 1nterostod ln tvo t;b!,uga. I wanted to f'1n4 out; 

what the vrltlns a ot the L1tt1o nook aald oonael"D1Dg t;be1• 

doa·tr:lnoa. I also wanted to .f'lnd out lf' ttie 4ootrine■ vhioh 

Tn."9r0 1-:rlttan agNed wlth tho pract1••· of' the Bl'OIIP• We 

studied conaln of the books wbioh ve ware able to obtain. 

·.ropics wb1cb. ac,omod partloulnrly neoe■Blll'J' 1181"9 tl'anslat;ed. 

These books 111'0 llato4 ln the b1bl1ograptQ' •• prJ.muiJ' ■ouro••• 

:n or der to detel"lll1ne the praotluea of' tho church• I ui-11JJ8ecl 

an 1ntorv1ew ,,1th M?'. Chlen-I-P•ing, a oouno:ll member of' tbe 

f 1:rzt Cb.'lll"ch or 'l!alpe1. Tt1e information recaind la. that 

oxt onded lnte:t'Vlev is documented 1D the footnote■ ln tbla 

r.:annor: Ch1en-I-P1 lag. Into1•vlow. 

L1mltatlons Of '!b.a Stuq 

rhe subject 1■ oerta:lnl7 not emauated 1n tbl■ •~• 
The greata■t llmltat:lon :ta th:l■ that; all or tba ■01.l1'08 

material la 1n the Cblneae lllDf!WIG•• The beat t;ha:t; I QOlll.4 

hope to do va■ to try to .t1n4 ut:lol.e■ 11b:lch esplld.Da4 tba 

obief' teaoblnga of the Ll'btle Plock. It; -.y be that tbaN 

would be dlr.terenoe■ e"nD.1n the· chief' 4ootrine■ :lf' I IIDlll.4 

bave uam1n•4 :matanal be,-ond. tbat vtdob I ban ••4• A■ 

Will be noted later in the pap••• theN BN even ■om 



Ii, 

dlff'eN11De■ wld.oh ue appumt m ■OIIII fd Iba ..t111np wlilob. 
WN evldn•d• .In tb.e■e •-• 1· b&'ft 11.S.e4 tao· pN■DI botb. 

S.dea■ VS.tbout; omm181lt. \'baN &N al■o oe.alD dlft'eNnaa■ 

~•nan v&at vu at;at;e4 la. tbe anlol•• olad ad Ilia•••­
mmt■ -de s.n tbe t.nten1.- 'liS.tb Mi'. Cblen-I-P•IDg. I baft 

v1e4 to pN■ent a rat• plotnaM vltb tbe •lllld.ted UIDIDlt or 
mat.Mal. u■ed. 

TheN 1• anothe11 _11Dd.tat!on vbloh I ' al■o 11111Dtlm:ai 

~8 eT..l■ta beoauae 01" the 1"aot t;hat dooti-lna·■ pN■en.ted 

are not b:lnd1116 upon the ohuztoh •• a vbole. '!o ·UD4eNlam 

th:l•· a 11tt1o DION bao]qpioua4 S.■ -··••UT• · 
'the Nl1g101111 bodJ' OOJ!lllfiffllJ' Nfel'Jl'84 to 'br tbe.,.. 

Little Flock la not; oalled bJ' t;bl■ na111 beoau■e of' an, da• 

■ire of -the poup to be ■a namad_. '1'be poup doe■ not· VS.all 

to be ldentltle4 'b7 11111' :aame vb1ab b1'8114■ lt ~• • d.imom!ner 

t1on. It Nt;bei- pNf'••· to be ,.._4 attei- tbe oS.t;r_ :lD llblab 

lt baa bHD e■tab1:lahe4. 1'b1• 1■ 111811.llcmed bJ tbaill u ·tba 

aoi-lptaral. VAJ' • ••1n•• t;be H"nD otmNbe■ re!'el'l.'94 ta.a in tba 

Book or Renlat1on are named in 'thl■: v-,'.- Po• tbs.a auan 

the zambe•• of- tlul yU'J.011■ paup■ ·Nf'-. to tba'i. C--•• 
•• tb• CbuNb ot ~pe~ 01" ,. c-.ll Gr B■_iaolm. ' • di■-. 
tillplab betwen. tbe ·..S.au poap■ 1li m ol'bt• 1iliii ..._ .. . 
gatlmu ue 11&11114 aooo..s,.ns to tba .oucmo1opaa& _... Iii ~ 

'llblob tlleJ' WN ··••bIS.eb.84. !Im■ ··!ii lfdpes. ..._ 1,. -

Pbet Obul'ob; al '.ra1pe1 tmougb. ta• 89fl1ltl& OlmNll~d ~%-



s 
'.L'b8 poup ba■ adopted tbll .... tba Llltale ·.~ : ~ 

beoau■e ot tba goyemamt • • lllal■aaae, • 1lba Nglanatd.oa . 

or· all Nllsl,ou poup■ ... &l•nmn:!n••s.m..2- -..... 0, tlbe 

So'Nl'DMD11 1 ■ SDal■teDOe OD_auob Ngl■t;Nlll• m4 INlo•- or 
the nluotanoe ~ the ~ to Ng!.■'8• •• -~ .d-nandn■~--, 

there ha■ been ■ma :tnotion 1n tba pa■t betnleen tbl■ Nl.lg-
. . 

1oua gl'Oup and the Cb1ne■e •atlonalt ■t goTelllllan.tle ,fld.••· 
at leaat, 1• 'tbe oplnlan ·ot HI-. K. H. '!al• a NotiaD l•ada• 

in tho or,ptopaplq ■eott.on ot tbe Cblm■• gaftfl'IIIJl'IIL't• . 

~1nce the Little nook bold■ 1;b1■ ·'b•~~t vi~ '9..-
to denoDllnatlona, lt :la :blpo■■S.ble to ■v 'tbat tbtl tea,.b1;np 

~ any ot tba ohm-ob•• vhloh :make up tbla poap ■N affloid • 
doctrine. ~b.e group baa DD oonnncm ue•4 111111 tbe • -~bi:111• 
and prao.t:laca■ ot one ohm-oh ollimot be aald 1lo 'll9 \ltlldtng cm . . 
any other oburoh tD11 ottlolally tbQ' do ·not JPeoopia 11111' . . - . 
0113anizatlon lar1J•• 1ihlln tho obm-,b. SD a p•tt.•~ •'-••· 

Thia :ta a 4it1"lr4te l:bd.tatlon .• · ._ ~o.1111a'1on ~ ,~ · 
. 

■tud.y coma■ tram tb.e OlmNh ~ '!alp•~ tDJll tba ••' .·~ ._ 

part:l.o'Lll.arly trom tbe Pl:IP■t Cll11Nb or ~l •. • ItJ l•·-, . . . . . .. . 

poaa:lble to ■IIJ' ~bat 'llbat l■ t;augbt; and. pNall-4' lit. 1!Mli 
l■ ta-Ile tor all tbe poup■ ID '!alvanw I ~· ...... *°'· ~ ~ . . . . . . . 
tb.e 1D4loatlcma ••-· to be ~bat; ·1;a. ~uhtnp •o1''.~~■tp· •· 

poup■ AN tabl.7 t;Jplaai or vbat; l• t;eigbtl - ... •Iba . 

Little Plookti 9-~ .8", •eyeN1 1Jbtnp llbloh S..U.•te · 
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th.is: 1• i rs t of a ll, t he Church of' Taipei cl.aims to be the 

ol dest cuurc'h. in Ta.iwan.3 Secondly, the publications ot 

the Church or 1:ai pei ar e used b'y t he o ·thor churches in other 

p a1"'ts of t e.iwan. 1·1- F'inally, t he Church of Taipei 1s tho 

la1 .. gest Church in _aiwru.1 , claimi ~ a membe1•shi p ot' more than 

aeven t hous and in 1956 .5 

The _hasis D1sc ov e~ed By This 3tudy 

t•.'ithin the l i mita tions noted t he study we.s made. Some 

t h t 1 ~s a~e not s t atad because information was n ot available. 

Doct1•1nes other th.an b e:otism are mentioned 'because ot· t he 

relationshi ps of on doctrine t o a nother. Ot her teaching s 

a •e i nclu ded ·to demonstrate t h.e w1i que doctI'ines and inter­

:-iratntions :>resent ed by tbis ..;r oup w!th t he hope of stimu­

latins others to additional study cf t he Little Flock. 

Al l or these items a ~a inter-related to p resent the 

b s i a of the i'ollowln • thesis whicb. 1s :>resented on the 

basis o:r the s tudy wi'!ich has been made. 

TJIESIS: Al t hough the1•e are mruly e 1 .. rors in the teach­

:!.n..,s of t he Lit tle lock , the b aptism p erformed by t h.a 

gx•oup s houl d be accepted as valid and re-bap tism shou1d not 

be reqiired before a dmittance for membership in the Lutheran 

Church. 

31J?!!!. 
4Ibid. 

5Ib1d. 



Cll.~PTER II 

BASIC '.l'EACHINGS O .. ' TUE LITTLE .FLOCK 

The ource of Doctr ine 

As the source or all teachin , and preachin~. the Little 

Flock a ccepts t he Bible. The Bible is t he ford of God and 

J.S t o be followed faithi'ully . 1 I n addition. however. the 

e i f t of Pl"o~-,he cy by those having the g i f t is to be 1 .. ecognized.2 

The Trinity 

•rhe roup exprosses belief in t he Triune God . They 

say thet God is a t hree i n one God. Tho Chinese words 

' ' - ' ' u ich t hey use are "san-we1 1-t•i-te Sho.ng-t111 which 11ter-

lly means "thr ee persons together one God." 1'hey believe 

t ha t the Father i s •od. t he on. Jesus Christ. is God• and 

tho.t t he 13ol y Spi rit io God. They stress t hat although 

t here are t hree :pex•sons , t here is only one God.3 

Creation 

Ext reme Bi blical literalism and £aulty interpretation 

are evident i n t he doctrine of creation as taught by the 

lchien-I-P'ing. Interview. 

2 Ibid. 

3Ibid. 



8 

Lit'tlo Flook. 'rb.ey- hold to a 4ouble onatlon thecn-,'. 'l'be 

1"1rst creation• the1 clalm. :L■ tbat N.tened to 1n Geu■l• 11:l. 

They taave muob to •8.J' or what bapi)ened between Gene■l• 111 

and 112. ~J' maintain that Genaala 1:211blob ■•J'• t;ba.t; 

"tho earth we.a without f'ol"l'i1 and vo14n anc1 •that du'Jma•• 

vaa upon tha f'aoe o.t the 4eop" oould not poaalblf' Nfei- t;o 

tbo world aa God ONatecJ :lt. ilatbei-• tbeJ' contend.• tba 

first wo~ld was 1n good oJ!lder aa aoon •• lt va■ aNat;e4 'bJ' 

God . 'l'bcsy insist that accoJ!ldi ng to Job 38:S•?• Ood -•11\11'84 

and plw1:bed t he world. If' Ha did this when He areate4 it, 

t hen 1t could not llave been without .toni and vol4. It vaal.4 

have hcd to ba woll o:-d11rad. 'Zba,..,. libay oontllma to ezplaln 

how 1 t becmno to be wl thout f'on1 and void..Ja. 

In this first world there INN liTiDg o:Natw.-ea vbo 

tmr e peoplo. In tho 1'1rat oNat:lon God alao made tbe angel■.• 

1! 0 t be chief' of tho angola. Satan .• God gave the Nle of' t;be 
. 

1':0rld . This 111 ev:ldenoed b)' auah paaaagea •• .Tobn 12131 1n 

w!l:l.oh Smtu.n is called the prince of' the 11Di-ld. But; Satan 

rebelled aga1nat Ood. Be wanted •o bave tbe •- :rank u 

God. And when Satan d1aobe7ed God b7 tibia JdD4 of' aotlOD 

and thlnld.DG• all angels aa■lped ta Satan .tallowed bllll. 

The people ln the vorl~ at tbat time alao .followed Satan. 

Goel judged Satan and bi■ f'ollawr■ beoauao o.t tbab ..u.. 
Satan and hla anpla WN baalabed t9l90II t;he pN■enae of' God 

. 
la-Anon •• ;;1•mxof'&;..ffol'd (1.'alpei• hl'RDI Bia ClmNb 

o.t Taipei, 19 , • 11. 
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and. doomed. to be11 llhloh God pNpaNc1. ror them. 

The judgment ot God WDa a1ao diNctecl againat the 

'lfO!'ld wltb. darkness and a mlgbbJ' .t1ood covering the llb.o1e 

world. The paop1e ot the worl.cl al.1 cb-ovnad ln the peat 

'lf'lltoi-, but their aoula continued to 11ve. 'fbe■e are nov 

the ghosts or evil spirits. Only in the water can the evil 

spirits t:Lnd peace, they cla1M. Thla, acoorcU.nc to them, 

is :l.ndioated b7 P.attbew 12:43 which says •wen the uno1ean 

spi r it is gone out ot man, he valketh through d.17 p1ao••• 

seeking 1-est, and .:f'indeth none." 'lbeJ' certify that the 

condition or t be world a1'ter the judgment or God l• 4eacrlbe4 

! n Jerowiah 4:2Jtt., which aa7a in part: 

:r. bohal d the earth, and lo, it va■ vlthaut tol"m 11114 
vo1dJ ~nd t ho heavoaa, and they had no light •••• I 
behel d , and lo, there was no man, and all the birds or 
the heavona ware .t1ed. I behold, and lo, the 1'1"Llltrul. 
?Jlace was a wildemeas, and all the o1tiea thereor 
we:,,o broken d 01111 at t h.o presence ot the Lard, and by 
H1a f'iaroo anger. li'oi- thus bath the Lard ■aid, the 
, ,bole land shall bo desolate J yet will I not make a 
.tall end. 

It wac i11to tida wor1d vbioh bad been made dark and vo14 

by t he lll"&ti:!. and Judgmctnt of God. tbat God. 'bl'Ought 11gbt 

again and bezan the aeoond orGatlon.S 

Han and Sin 

Aclam• they 'believe, va11 oreated. 'b7 Ood in parf'aotlon 

and. ho1:lml••• He vaa created Sp the lmllga ot tba 3on or 
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God, Jaau■ Christ. 'l'b.ey taatliy tba'b Adam -• uae■aanl.7 

ONated ln the 111111.p o:r the Son ror H• 1■ tbe cml.J" per■cm 
or God Who baa an ln:age. 'flley be11eva tbat lt was tbe pur­

pose of God to oraate man 1n tho l?DIIS• or the Son, ■o that 

wilan the Gon would s o to earth, ilo uould be just like other 

people tn appaara.naa.6 

Aft er God craatod man, lie desired that man aboo■a to 

ael'vG !!i m. Ood would not f"oxaoa man to serve Him. 1·1an mu.at 

serve God out 01' choioG. For t his Nason God gave the a om­

mand t o ma·n not to oat of the tree of tha lmovledge o:r p od 

and evil. :-!an was to choose to f ollou this oommandment ot 

J od end do aood. Ho was warned against di•~b•71Ds God and. 

following tho ovil. The tree also stood to 1'81Dln4 man that 

tore 'H AS evil. Man could not aot out o:r ::l.gnoranoe and 11ay 

t ho.t ne did not realize that thaN was auoh a thing a■ evil. 

I·!e o.l so lmot~ t ho judtp)J8nt of God that it he would .to1lov tb.e 

evil and eat of t ho troe, hla soul would die 11!1me41ate1y an4 

ho woul d loso comnnmlaatlon with od.? 
. 

Satan te111>tad .:."ve and ■he ate. Adam 41d likeviae. B'ov 

t he Judp.ent of God va.11 upon man. Die soul or man 4le4 1-­

dlataly and hie body was alao subject" to death. Rav, unl.••• 
saved, the whole o:r man, and aapeci&llJ' hi■ ■oul, voa14 ban 

to ■u:tfeza the second death whlob oaaaiat■ or ete1'1181 punlatmna, 

6Ib14., XXXI, 1274• 

7Ibld., XXXI, 1214• 
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and eternal absenao ot any oommanioatlon with <k)4. The aln 

or tb.e tirat people, Adam and live. baa paaaad upon all. peo­

ple.8 All m-o aintul at blrth.9 A11 cleaone e'bel"DAl. puns.a~ 

li18Dt 1n hell. 10 

Salvation Ia BJ' Grace Alona 
Tbi-ough Faith In Cbriat 

• a lva t1on . accordinz to tboir toaoh1113a. 1a ent1N1J' 

by t he i;raoe 01· God. and vaa 3a1ned. by the au1:f'erins 111cl 

dGa.t b. o-:l Jc,sua Clwiat. All emphasis 1a put on Christ.• a 

>&ssivo obedi ence t or t he r oaocc111at1on ot mank1'1\cl. 'l'ha 

!!lerit ot Hi o cctiv& obedience to t he law 1a rejected. The 

1Gu• thoy a%pl a1n • was kopt by Chr:l.at to p in ris b.teousneaa 

!'01• 1maelt to quality Il:Lm to be the Savior ot Ji1PDkJu4·.ll 

~he neceasity of' t hat qual1t1cat1on 4~•• not, ln their 

opi nion, deny t he divinity or Christ. ~hey atato very 

stro~ l y tho.t Christ is tl"Ue Ood aa wall as tl"Ue mil.II.; irbe 

nocesa1ty ot th& divinity or Chrlat la aaaerted by them 

vb.or. t hoy t ell the proce4WNJ bJ' 'llhlah £org1voneaa 1• p-ante4. 

Thoy- propose tba t anyone v bo grants :f'orgi ,renesa to another 

l"1\1St aui"i"er., losa. Th8J' present an 1lluatrat1on vbloh atatea 

8Ib14 •• XXXI, 1274• 

9Chlan-I-P' ina, ·Interv1e,r. 

lD1-11n1atg ~ J=J!!. .lfo1"4• DXI, 1274, 

11~ 1 Go■,•l ,rt1cma ('l'a1pe1, 'l'al'IIIIDI 
~ Taipei Ln.4.] . • P• J •. 
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that when a poraon :f'oJ.1Slvos • debt to 1111.ot~•• be ■uf'f'••• .. . 
a loa■ ln ao doing. In otf'erlns torg1venea■ to alnful maa.-

kind• God alao. according to thla prlnolpla. had to ■ui'ter 

a. loss. 'lb.at v·as tho loaa of lila O'IID Son. If' Cbltlat voul4 

have only bec,n a man• then theN would be no loaa on the 

part of God. Salvation. theretore. ls not poaa1ble tor 

those lfho do not believe that Jesus Chrlat l■ truo God aa 

wGll as true :wm.12 

I n tb.eir teachings. thoy alco proclaim the roaurreotlon 

of Chl'ist on tho third day. Through the reaurractlon or 

Christ. ·they stNaa, it le poaalbla to know that Christ ac­

co1,pllal1.ed that vhloh !te planned to do. It la alao a proof' 

tha.t G·oci was sa·tlofied with wha't Christ had done to gain 

unlvat lon for ninnors. Without f'aitb in the reaunectlon 

O- Chriot as well as in nia daath• they say a person aumot 

be savod.13 

Faith in tile Savior ~ib.o died and !9088 qa1n la tba one 

and only raqulre".ent tor obta:ln1Ds aalvat1on1 the Little 

Flock daclaras. They 0111pbasize that it is not poaa:lble tor 

a parson to be saved by doing good or bY' t l'J'iDB to l~ve Go4 

wlth the whole heart, aoul. and 11:lnd ud by trylng to lon 

one•a neighbor aa oneaelt. Oood.vorka, they .. 7• COIIIO about 

aa a result ot a person•• being saved• but are no Nqulwt; 

12Iblde 1 P• )4.. 

13Ib:t4 •• PP• S9-6S. 
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for obtcln~ salvation. '!hey ap•o1f1cally mention tba~ 

1101
.,,at:1.on 1a not obtained by :taltb plu·■ hop•• 1"a1th plu■ 

19811
11zation or ■lna. 1"a'lth plua dolna good• :taith plus 

p~a~i llS• f aith plus coni"easlon.. or faith plua baptlam. 

~heso t hings• tho7 point out. are attached (Cblneaa vol'd. 
' .... ,. :ts " f'u-shu-jii, to f'altb and aa1vatlon. but U'8 not · Nqu1re-

D1Gnts (Cbineae vord la "t•:1..Co-ahl onn). To obtain ■alvatlon 
t here is no other requiremant than :talth.14 



CHAPTER III 

FIVE TYPES OF SERVICES CONDUCTED 

Service tor Preaching the Gospel 

There are normally five ditrerent types of service■ 

which are conducted by the Church of Taipei. A consideration 

of t hese services gives more insight into the doctrines and 

practises of t he Little Flock. The first service is the 

service for preaching the gospel. This service is intended 

!'or t hose who are not saved. Eo1-1ever • there are certain 

admonitions given to each member concerning these sel'!Vicea. 

Fi r st, t hey are all supposed to attend. They should not 

t hinlc t hat because they are already saved• they do not need 

to coroe . 'l!ney still need to attend 1n oi-der that they might 

be able to help wi tb whatever needs to be cone for the ser­

vice. This includes bringing unsaved with them to the ser­

vice and looking af'ter ,•them during the service. The mambera 

are also admonished not to worry about vb.ether the pNaob!ng 

for this sel"Vice is good or not. They should just be con• 

cernod about people being saved .• 1 

Service for Praying 

For the service for praying there are certain euggeationa• 

lAnon •• Basio Christian Knovle~e and Tralnlpg (Taipei., 
Taiwan: The oburoh ot Taipei [n.a!j • I• Ss-90. 
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which, they 11ay• ought. ·t .o· be obaened. Eaob p.eraon ■bou.14 

conoontrate and not allow other tbougbt■ to come into b1a 

mind. The prayers should be real and they abould not be 

vePy long. A person should pray the same in pub11o as ha 

does in private. This means for one tblng that a person 

who speaks only a 1ew aentenoes .1n private prayers should 

not speak long prayers in publ1c.2 

SGrvice for Employing 3peolal Gltta 

In tho service tor employin,e special gifts of grace• 

there should be restrictions so that this senice does not 

bcc~me the one considered tho moat important. '!he gU't of 

9:i:-oph.ecy by those apealdng in tongues in tbeao senlaea 1a 

to be l"E>cog11ized. It ls to be obaenad• however, tbat the 

~;if't or prophecy 1?1 tongues is not to be excessive am 1• 

never to be presented unless tllere is one present vbo baa 

the uitt of" interpretation. In aooordanoe with the cUreo .. 

tion of I Corinth.t.ons JJ1,,, they aay tbat woman 111'8 to remaln 

Eilent during this service and the men are.to be re■tra:lned. 

All 3hould be given an opportunity to demonstrate thebi par­

ticular gifts of the spi~it, but..eve:ryone should aot ■o tbat 

all things are done ln good order and no one abould. take up 

all the time for himself.~ 

2Ibid., I, 9S-lOO. 

Jibid•• I:• 101-2. 
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Service for Listening to the Sermon 

This service is particularly for t he ones wh.o are saved. 

All the oaved brotners and sisters s hould attend this service 

so t hot t hoy may rec eive t he ~rece tha t is off e~ed by God 

t hrou;;h t he pree.c hir.,g o.f' t he ford . Everyone who a 'ttends 

must be ,,ery cara.ful not to be p re judiced and t hink that 

tho ser-mon is no·t good . ! 't mus·t be .reiao!'llbarod that it is 

God \· ho supplies the words for t he sermon and i f a person 

ls p rejudiced a 13alnst t he s e 1•n1on. no grace is p o s sible :for 

h i m t r ou :..,.h it . 4 

Holy Communion 

·r11e sorvice of !ioly Co1nmunion or the b!.'ealci!'_g or bl'ead 

s cond~cted ovary Sunday . rne ce l abran~ is usually one of 

t ho eld rs but it may be any one or the brothers. A round 

loa f ,;,£ bread a nd g rap e wine a?•e used as the elements. It 

waa s t ated ·t ha t it is n.ot acc aptabl.e to use g rape juice in­

s ·tead 0£ wine . 5 

'l'hc ll!a i n pur poso of this s ervice is to thank and praise 

God . The p u:r•_ ose. t hey say . is not preacning and praying. 

The s e r vi ce . as thoy celebrate it• 1s in two parts. Tne one 

part :Ls remembering t h.e Lord. 'his means that the believer 

is r eminded t bat he was e sinner who deserved to die eternal 

4 34 Ibid., I., 10 - • 

5Chien-I-P'ing., Interview. 
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dea t h . but God p itied h i m and Je3us Cbrist cama into the 

worl d to die £or h im. 1:he one \-Jh o p articipata s in the ser­

v ice s hould r emer,1be :r that Jesus Christ su:r:rared and b1ed 

and died t o ~sin for h i m t he forg iveness of s1ns.6 

"h e sec ond p rt of t h e ser vice c ento~s around demon-

s t 1 .. a tl11g t h e uni t,y wlli cb exists amon~ o.11 the c hildren of" 

God • . h is i s domonstrats d as al1 dri nk o~ t h o wine and 

broek and e ... t or t he r ound loaf o.s it i s passed :f'rom one to 

e.nothe t> . 7 

In thei r explanation of' t h e meanin& o Oonum.mion. 

the1"e are so111e thing s wh i c h aro not veey clear. Tb.ere is• 

i' or• i n s tan c o • & d i i ·t e.rence o.r opinion c onc e rning t h e rea1 

p oso ce . ,r·. Chien- I - P ' ing s tated in the 1nte1"view with 

b 1.m ti. a t le did n ot believe t bat t hose wbo pe.rtalce eat and 

url k t h o body and blood or the Lord • but t hat t he bread 

rid wino 1u •e rr.e1'"e l y in reroembrance o:r t he body and b lood of 

the Lord . One ·ur1ter says that if a person doea not discern 

t he Lord ' s body and blood as bei ng rece ived in Covmnmion, be 

i s GU1lty of the body of t he Lord. a 

Those e11z1bl e t ~ partake of Communion. are all those 

\ib o ere believers r nd are bap tized. l•iombers of other 

churches :may attend. if they make their intentions lmown 

6Basic Christian Knowledge!!!!! Trainina.. r. 105. 

7Ib1d .• I • 106. 

8Ibid., I • 107. 
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to tbe elders before t he sarvice. uefore eny person attends. 

mu~t oxainino hi self to make sure truit he bolonga ho1-1e vor, he "' 

t o t ne Lord . 9 

9Ch i on- I - P 11n~, Intervlew. 



CUA P'.rl~ll pr 

ORGANI ZATION A~D OTHER NATTERS 

ins z.i'unction a of t b.e ~1nistry 

Each of t ho seven congx-e ations 't.·:hich compose the 

Chu r ch or ·.ro.ipoi a re organized in a s i milar l!lo.nner. '.l'his 

seems t o i ndi ca t e t hat t he or anization ay be tbe s ame in 

most con~re o.tions o.r the Littl e .i,.'lock . Each congregation 

is orga nized with p rasby-ters an.d a c hurch council which aI'e 

r asponsible ot .. t 'rte ru.1ct1.ons o'f: t ho ministry td t hin t he 

con, rega t ion . Ihere are n o ordained minister s and the 

. eacnin.i and conductin of s e r vices is carried on by d1rec­

t1. n of t he presbyters and the c oun.cil. Fo i- the preach i ng, 

11 111a l e .t11e?11bers o:f ·t be c on--•rega tion ma y be called up on, 

since a ccorul n to t hei r belief , every belie ve~ is eligible 

to p.c'oa.ch. tror ma.ll.y t h e spea lce rs are schaduled according 

t o a. defini t e order, but occasionally, as t he spirit gives 

utteranc e , an unsc heduled sz,eaker n1ay present t he message 

of: t lla clay . 1 

i mila.rities a nd Dif.fel•ences 
with Churches 0£ Christ 

There are certain t hin~s which seem to lndicate that 

in the begir.ning, at least, the Little E'loctc may- have been 

1Chien-I-P•1ng, I nterview. 
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ini'luenced by t he Chui"chos or Ctu-ist. One thin?' that in­

dicates t his is that. tone, who is possibly Barton " tone, 

one o tho early leaders in t he Cb.urches or Christ moverusnt, 

is t h.e only foreigner quo ted i n any of the 1naterial which 

wae s t udi ed fo t his p aper .2 

This in itse l f' i s not 1nuch of e.n indication. But t his 

fact coupled with some or t he t eac hing s put forth by the 

Little Floc'c rnay sh ow some ee.rl.y connection. The Little 

Flock ' s i n s i stenco on anti-c1 .. eedalisn1, every Sunday Holy 

Co?,m1uni on, u se of ilfew Testa..-nent te1":minology in naming of 

c h.Ul' C .!.es , l"'a jection of d enoroina.t!.ons, end e x treme literalism 

1 ... crip tura.l i n t e rpz•etation are some of the sanie points 

tresood by the Cnur ches or Ch~ist .3 

On t he ot her h.asnd , t here are some difi'erences which 

the Little Fl oc k ho.a with t he Churches of Christ. Tb.e 

Chu 1."'chos o:f Chris t i ave never rejected an ozadained ministry. 

.g ain , t he s peski nr:; i n tongue s is somethi 

of Christ nave never emphasized . 

which tho Churches 

2Anon ., 111n1st¥. of .!ill!, Word (Taipei, Taiwan: ~he Church 
of' r •• e.i pe!• 1952) • X • I5'6 • 

3J . L . lTeve, Chuz•chos and Sects of Cb.ristendom. (Blo.ir• 
Nebraslca: Lutheran Publishing ! ouse, ~52) • PP·• 382-93. 



C!JAPTER V 

TILE LI TTLE FLOCK I S DOC t'\l I !U!! OF BAPTISM 

Various Kinds of Salvation 

I n or der t o underst and t he pos ition which. tho group 

t ake s concerni ng bap t ism, t heir t e achin concerning various 

kinds or s elvo.t ion 111us t r 1rst be mentioned. ·•ihile maintain­

i ng that 0 11ly Xs.i th 1s n e c e s s a r y for salvation and asse1~ting 

that th.e r eq_uir oment f or obta1nin.._. s alvation is not 111"aith 

p lus bapt lsm, 11 •~hey al s o stat e t ho.t baptism is necessary 

fo;:> ono ld11d or salva tion. For eternal salvation, soul sal­

va·tlon, body s alvation , an · day t o day salve.tion, bap tism 

is not nece s sary. Thes e t erms t hey do not explain . But 

they se.lr t hat t he salvation of ·the unbaptized thief on the 

c ross .~1ves evi dence t hat bap tis is not necosoary tor! theoe 

kinds 0£ sa.lve.tion. 1 

But t here i s one kind of salvation for which baptism 

is bot h. i rup~r tant and necessary. Tllat is salvation from 

tho extent of sins. This is a step toward t he teaching or 
holiness and per f ection after a believer has received bap­

tis1u. 'i'hey do uot go all tile way 011 this, however, and say 

that all capacity for sin is eradicated by bap tism or that 

·t he bap tize d be1iever does not commit sin. Tlla approach 

l Anon., Gosoel Q.uestions ('raipei, Taiwan: The Church 
of Taipe i [n.d.] ) • P • 126. 
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·to be t hat once in grace th.rough baptism. a person 

not !"ail :rro1r1 g race• al t hough he does occasionally com­
n1ay 

2 :mit s 1n . 

·rtie Ben.ofi ts or Bap tism 

Tho i deos of t h is group concerning ·t he benefits o:r 

b ... p tis tn , howe ve r, ara s omewb.at confusing even li11th regard 

to the 30.lvat ion i'rotn t he extent of' sin. They do say that 

bap tist 1s not n req_ui ?'ement :ror• salvation. This i s by 

.fa! th alon e . 3 •rben a:.:iain, anot h.cr wri tar maintains that 

baptistn is as necessnr y a s f aith and r epentance to enter 

t he k ingdom or God and rece ive t he n ew birth.4 Again. one 

at too ·that baptism is a c eremony t o announce to the world 

t ha t 11 p c ·,..son has come out frolll the extent ot' sins and is 
~ 

saved .✓ But on t his very point another writer says thnt 

b ptisr11 i s Much more t ban juat a. cere:ri1ony to announce to 

peop l t h o t & per s on bas been conver 'ted and he.s come out 

.from the extont or s ins. Th.is writer says tb.e.t baptism is 

a prac tica l procedur e whicb g ives the ror ivoness of s1ns.6 

2 Ibi d . • p • 126 • 

3 I b id . 

4.tmon •• 1~11nistry 01· !h!_ ~ (Taipei. Te.iwan: The Church. 
of Taipei. 1952). XI. nr2. 

5a osnel Questions. p. 126. 

6 i'f1nistry E£. !!:!!, ~. XI. 185. 
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A person s h ol1ld be baptized, according to their posi­

tion , as one or t h.a first thing s after he has believed. 

Tb.is :i.Zllportan ce or 'bao tism they draw i'roN the re.ct that at 

,1;ne beg inning 01· t he New .Les·t ament, Jo--.n t he Daptist was 

sen·c to preach and to b ap t ize . Since the New Testament was 

begun Wi't h be.3>tism, they conclude 'that is Must be very 1m­

oortent . Thi s impor tance is als o demonstrated by the fact 

t hat -Jesus Oht•i s t was b aptize d, althou b. l 0 , ,as t he Son 01' 

n o d end tho ~av1or . 7 

In s tressi ·t he i mportance of baptism, the Church of 

J•e,_pai 1'"01'utes the c:Lailr. or t hose who t each t h.e t baptism by 

m1tcr io n ot necessary f'ox- t hose wh.o havs been baptized by 

th Spirit . They say that t he wor !c ~:r guidin, peop le to 

:::-etura to tlu , L~ d is no i; !'"i n ished until t hey have received 

b a () liis n. ii'o!' their proof' of t h is, they point out tbat the 

piri t did not taka Philip away .t'rom 'the .!.t hiopian. eunuch 

until be had ~iven oaptism. 6 

Those Eligible f'or Baptism 

.1:hose e lig ible £'01" baptis:m are those who believe. This, 

sccording to t heir writings , i s t heir only criterion. They 

say t hat a person should be bap tized i .umediately after he 

beli e ves so that the Holy Spi r it can beg in to work strongly 

7 ~•• XI, 178-79. 

Sibid., XI, 180. 
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and thoz•ougbly i n him. They mention the fact that although 

Paul and Silas had been beaten before they were cast into 

prison , they still thought tnat it wo.s important for the 

converted Jailer to receive baptism as s oon as he believed. 

They didn 't feel t hat t hey could wait until tb.e wounds 

b.ealed or even until the 11e~:::t de.y. Th.ey also quote Acts 2 :41 

uhich says t hnt the tllree t housand who gladly received the 

\• ord 1:era bapti zed on tbe so.mo day. 9 

I n t>l"S.Ctise , however., t h.era is some difference. Before 

a arson is baptized., he is questioned by t he church council 

and they decide whether or not he ls really ready ror bap­

t is n. This may bo on the DEL'r,le d ey that a person says that 

ho e lieYou or i t 1nay be . quite a l-rhile e.fterlt1ards., 1r the 

ch ·-rch cou11cil does rtot feel t b.o.t the applicant's faith is 

reelly as full and compl e t e as he claims.10 

Inrant baptism is rejected by the group. They do not 

beptize t hose 11Hho cannot distingu.isll their la:ft hand from 

thsir r i h t. 11 They do not baptize t hem because they do not 

t hink t hat t hey can believe. '!'o put this principle into 

practise , they do not baptize anyone who has not reached 

the age 0£ thirteen.11 

9Ibid • ., XI, 181. 

lOchien-I-P•Ing ., Interview. 

llt.anistry .2£ ~ ~, XI, 189. 



Mode a11d Nethod or Baptism 

Th.a only :rorr.i or baptisni which they nract1se 1s that. 

of immersion or d i ppi ng t he whole body 1r..to water. 'fh.eir 

main ~cripture proof of this ie Mattnew 3:16 which. states 

tiu\t af'te1 .. ,resus was bap tized He went up out of the ~iater. 

I t is i n thi s conne ction that they quote Stone as saying . 

:•baptis r.1 is just wha t we read nbout it i n t ho New Testament; 

r1rui1ely t 1oso wh!> were baptizod di pr,ed t he1nselves into the 

us.ta r . n 'l'he Littl e Fl oc l<: cri·ticizes t hose who do no1i:; foll.ow 

'vh i s c,de of bapt1slll anrl say- that since the Bible g ives no 

otc.ar .. ode , no other n1ode shoul d 'be used. 12 

'J~hoy make much of t he f':ict tha:t any believer is &uthor-

1~esd t o baptize . 1l'hey re,iec t t he l:;eachings of t hose who say 

t h~t c r tai n ones i n the church are the ones who have t he 

:i:-osp on s i b ili t y t o do tl1e bap tizir1~ . To deny any believer 

t he ria nt to b apt ize nt ,my time , they claim. is to reject 

t he clea r teach i ngs or t he iJ l b l e . 13 However. t hey do say 

t hat the presbyt ers 01• l'llembers of tile c hurch council are 

u sually the ones 1.zho do t he bap tizing .14 

heir wrltings do not make any clear statement about 

cbe words which nra used as the baptism formula. In answer 

to a question. :ix-. Ch1en-I-P1 Inil said that when he baotizos 

12!b id., XI, 186 . 

13Ibid., xr. 191. 

14ch1en-I-P'1ng, InteMr1ew. 
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Mode 11114 Hetbod or Bapi;la 

Tb.a on1J' ro1'111 or baptln vbiob tba,- p:natl■e 1■ tbat;. 

or immai-alon oz- dipping the 'llhole body' into water. 'l'beiJII 

main Sc111ptlll"a p11oot ot this 1·■ Matthew 3116 'llbS.ob .au.ta■ 

that of'tai- Jeaua was baptized. H11 wont up out ot tb.e vat.eJ11. 

It la ln this oonnectlon that they quote Stone a■ ■ap.ng. 
11baptlar.s ia just what we zaea4 about it 1n tbe 11ev '!eat;ament;J 

l'l.Elm81J" tlloae who vare baptizod dipped themaelvoa 1a:to tba 

water." 1'bo Little Flook or1tloizea those vbo 4o not rollav 

this mode of baptism and aay that ainoe tba Bible glvea no 

other mode, no other ~ode ahoul4 be uae4.12 

They 11m.ke much or the taat tbat any belS.eveJII la autbozi­

lzod to baptise. '.ftley rejeot ·tba teacblnga of those who aq 

t~t certaln onea 1n the ohuroh azae the olioa 'llbo ban tba 

roapona1b111ty to do tho baptizing. ~o 4eq IIDJ' ballevaJII 

the rlsb,t to baptlza at arq time• tbay old.1111. la to zaejeat 

·the olea~ teaohlnga or the Jlible •1.3 Rovevor. t~ 4o ■9-

that the preabyte11a or member■ or the ohuroh aoanoll are 

uaually the onea ,mo do the bapt1s1Dg.14 

'l'helr vr1t1D8• 4o not make 11111' olear ■ta'bawnt about 
' 

the wai-4.a vhiah are uae4 aa t.b.e bapt:l■• tozmala.· · ID UISIIIIII 

to a queat10li1 :-11-. Cb1en-I•P'Ina ■a14 that vbe11 ba baptbe■. 

12n14., XI, 186. 

13Ib1d•• XI, 191. 
J.4cblen.-I•P'1Dg• Illten1.ev. 
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a 1uagico.l po!'.formance, .tor which certainnfgrds and 
actions are absolutely necessary •••• 

Since there is nothing in the administration or the baptism 

performed by tne Little Flock which is essentially contral"J' 

to t b.e 1ris t1tut1on sntl command oi' Christ, it should be con­

sider d valid. 

l6John H. c. Fritz, Pastoral rneol03y (St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishi ng House 1 1 91~5) , p. 83 . 
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