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Kretzmann: Propositions on Marriage and Divorce
Propositions on Marriage and Divorce. 481

1521, Ad Librum B=zimii Magisiri Nostri Mag. Ambrosii Catharini,
Defensoris Silvestri, Prieriatis Acerrimi, Responsio.— Diefe Sdjeift lag am
L. Upril hanbdfdyriftlicy bor und erfdjien nod in demfelben Monat im Drud., Gine
jiocite Uuflage wurde im Monat Juli fertiggeftellt. Die beutfdge fiderfehung,
bon Paul Speratus angefertiot, eridhien 1524, Die BVeantwortung der Frage
nad) Dan. 8, ob ber Papt Ivirllih der Untidhrift fei, nimmt einen grofen Teil
der Sdrift ein. (St. Louifer Ausgade XVIIL, 1434—1583.)

(Sortfepung folgt.) P.GC Retegmann.

<t

Propositions on Marriage and Divorce.

1. The mutual consent,!) directly and unmistakably given, of one
woman to be the wife of one particular man, and of that man to
be the husband of that same woman, both of them being capable of
contracting marriage, is, according to Secripture, the very essence of
the marriage contract. It is immaterial whether this mutual promise
or consent is designated an engagement, a betrothal, or is ealled by
any other name, as long as it is shown to have been made3 (Con-
sensus, non concubitus, facit malrimonium.)

1) Gen. 24, 58. 67; 25, 20; 29, 21.

2) Gen.2,24; Matt. 19,4; Prov.5,17; Rom.7,2; 1Cor.7,3.39; Eph.
5, 31. 33.

3) Matt.1,18; Luke2, 5; Gen. 19, 8. 14.

2. The validity of this promise, consent, betrothal, or engage-
ment is conditioned by the consent of the parents or those in loco
parentis,)) also by certain restrictions concerning the degrees of
affinity and consanguinity obtaining between the contracting parties.?)

1) Gen.24,4.51; 29, 16.19.21; 1 Cor. 7, 36. 37.

2) Lev. 18, 6 fI.; 20, 10—23; Deut. 27, 20—23; Ezek. 22, 10 {.; 1 Cor. 5, 1.

3. Parental consent is essential to the validity of an engage-
ment,!) provided it is not arbitrarily withheld, especially for selfish
rensons,?) so that it would amount to a prohibition of marriages3)

1) Gen.24; Col.3,20; Eph.6,1; 1Cor.7,36; Deut.7,3; Jer.29,6;
Ezra 9,12; Neh. 13, 25; Judg. 14,1 1.

2) Prov. 26, 2.

3) Gen.2,18; 1Cor. 7, 2.

4. Conditional engagements receive full validity by the removal
of such (justified) conditions.
Gen. 29, 18; Ruth 3, 13.

5. A valid betrothal, engagement, promise, or consent is, in foro
Bibliae et ecclesiae, tantamount to marriage.

Gen. 29,21; Matt. 1, 18—20; Luke?2,5; Deut.22,23f.; 28,30; Joel
1,8; Hos. 4,13; John 3,20; Ps.45; 68, 12; Rev.21,2.9; 22,17. (Cf. Lu-
ther, 10, 101. 105.)
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482 . Der Paftor als guter Prebiger.

6. The nuptials constitute the public acknowledgment of the valid
engagement and the permission of the civil authorities to make use
of the privilege of cohabitation.

Gen. 2,24; 1Cor.7,3.4.

7. The purpose of holy wedlock is the mutual care and protection
commanded in Seripture,!) cohabitation,?? and the procreation of
children.®)

1) Gen. 2, 18, 20; Eph. 5, 28—33; 1 Cor. 7, 12. 13; Col. 3, 19; 1 Pet.
3, 1—17.

2) Gen.29,21; 1 Cor. 7,2—5.

3) Gen.30,1; 38,16—18; 1,28; 1 Tim. 2,15; 65,14; Ps.125,3—86;
Luke 1, 58.

8. The union of holy wedlock is ordinarily indissoluble except
by death.
Matt. 18, 6; Mark 10, 9; Rom. 7, 2; 1 Cor. 7, 39.

9. The right of the injured party in holy marriage to ask for
a public dissolution, or divorce, is clearly granted in Holy Seripture
in the case of adultery (fornication), although this step is not
mandatory.

Matt. 19, 9; 5, 32; Luke 16, 18.

10. There is only one other solution of the marriage bond pos-
sible, namely, when an unbelieving spouse becomes guilty of malicious
desertion (or refuses the distinctive duty of wedlock) and the other
spouse makes use of the right to have such dissolution publicly ac-
knowledged. When an unchristian spouse deserts the other mali-
ciously and will not by any means be persuaded to return, the innocent
party is no longer under bondage to the deserter and may, after having
obtained a legal divorce, marry again.

1 Cor. 7, 2. 9. 15. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Der Paftor ald guter Prebiger.

Cin guter Pajtor hat mandjerlei Talente. Cr ijt ein cifriger Mifs
fionar. €8 liegt ihm am Herzen, feine Herde zu mehren. Obivohl er
toeif, daf ber Vefehl Chrifti: ., Glehet Hin und lehret alle Vilfer und
taufet fie” ufw., Matth. 28, 19, allen Ehriften gilt, fo fiihlt er fid) dodh
al8 ein Diener am Wort befonbderd verpilichtet, dicfem Befebl nadjzus
fommen. ©o fudit er denn neue Glicder fiir feine Gemeinde u ges
winnen und neue Predigtplihe zu griinden.

Ein guter Pajtor ijt ferner ein teifer Organijator und Fiihrer.
Cr begniigt fidh) nidyt bamit, nur biele Seelen fiir Ehriftum 3u gelinnen
unb um fidy gu fammeln, jondern er ijt aud) darauf bebadt, fie nad) und
mit Glotted Wort gu regieren. ©o fieht cxr benn zu, baf gute Orbnungen
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