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CHAPTIGR I 

IHIRODUCTION LO THE STUDY OF THE REFORMATION 

r MOVEMENT IN ESTONIA 

4. easual glance at the historical studies and Litera=- 

ture dealing with the Reformation movement available today 

nay Give the impression that the field has been nearly 

exhausted. A closer examination of the many facets and 

historical problems connected with the movement, however, 

reveels that this is not so. For example, the topic of this   thesis, the Reformation Movement in Estonia, is one of these 

areas where there is welcome room for further investigation. 

In thie field there exists a conspicuous Lack of thorough 

studies. To our knowledge the American reader has only   one magazine article of less than ten pages on this topic 

at his disposal. The purpose of this thesis is to make a 

contribution to the study of the Reformation movement in 

Estonia, a small and thoroughly Lutheran country which 

embraced the principles of the Reformation early in the six= 

teenth century and hes never since relinquished then. 

in treating the Reformation movement in the land of the 

fstonians the attempt is made to maintain a scholarly objec—- 

tivity in relation to all the national groups involved. It 

seems that some previous studies which were not made by the 

natives of istonia often exhibited a tendency to over- 

estimate the importance of the part thet certain foreign
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groups have played in the history of the movement and at 

the same time failed to give sufficient consideration to 

the role of the natives. This pitfall must be avoided. 

it is hoped that the thesis at hand is not welcomed 

only because it adds to the completeness of Reformation 

research in the English language. The study of the Refor= 

mation movenent in Estonia will help to demonstrate the 

fact that the Great Reformation, as Lutherans like to think 

of the Lutheran Reformation, spread in many different ways 

and moved by diverse roads, not always following the sane 

pattern in every territory. As the study will bear out, the 

Reformation movement in Estonia carried many characteristics 

of its own that differ greatly from the development of the 

Reformation in Germany, Sweden, or Prussia, just to mention 

a few distinct types of the movement. 

Since the country, the people, and the history of 

Sstonia are relatively little known outside the immediate 

confines of its geographical location, it is necessary to 

supply a more generous measure of background material than 

ordinarily would be expected or called for. This is abso- 

lutely necessary for a proper comprehension of the topic. 

Likewise, it would be 111 advised to limit the study to a 

decade or so, which has been sometimes done in the past. 

Such an approach overlooks the continuous nature of the 

Reformation in Estonia. 

Besides the modest scholarly contribution that the 
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thesis aims to make it possesses 2lso a very tizxely and 

practical value. During the past decade about twenty 

thousand listonian luwtherans have settled temporarily or 

permanently in the United States of America. In the majority 

of cases these people have remained true to their faith and 

their church, the Estonian Svangelical Iutheran Church, now 

in exile. As may be expected, any migration of such dinen= 

gions and distance would creete problems. Often the con- 

plaint is heard that the sister churches do not fully under— 

stand the position and the needs of the Estonian Church. 

Likewise the frank admissions of the sister church is voiced 

Ghat it is difficult for them to understand the national~ 

istic stand of the Estonian Church. This thesis, of course, 

will not delve deeply into such :misunderstandings and prob= 

lens that may exist, but it is hoped that it can offer 

information and clarification which in turn can further 

mutual understanding. it is likely that ‘a historical 

approach can serve the Lutheran Church in this case. 

The weiter regrets that some limitations must be placed 

upon the study of the topic. Even though the topic may 

seen limited to the uninitiated, it is actually quite broad 

in scope. its full treatment, and a need for such a worl: 

exists, would go far beyond the dimensions of the work at 

hand. Furthermore, such a complete study would be extremely 

difficult, if not impossible, because the primary source 

material is not readily available to the scholars of the free 
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world. This thesis relies almost in all cases upon secone 

dary sources. Unfortunately even all the secondary sources 

that are desirable are not available. However, the impor 

tant works on the topic that have been published in Estonian, 

German, ox Iiaglish and can bo found in the United States 

have been consulted. Also use is made of the inportant 

works that ean be found only in the Scandinavian countries. 

in a few instances quotations from a work as they were 

reported by another author have been used. Realizing the 

danger of such a procedure, this practice is kept to a 

minimume Chronologically the major emphasis of the study 

falls upon the third decade of the sixteenth century. Howe 

ever, the treatment of the topic is not Limited to this 

short period of time. ‘The imediate and wider historical 

eontext receive treatment to the extent the format of the 

work ellowse , 

in order to pursue the study successfully an agreonent 

must be reached in the use of the terminolosy. It seems 

that there exists a general confusion in the use of geo= 

graphical names in the historical works on Estonia. This 

is partly due to the fact thet the historians and church 

historians who have worked on this or related topics come 

from a wide variety of backgrounds and have written in 

different languages; it is partly due to the fact that the 

land of the Estonians has Imown many foreign occupations 

down through the centuries which have left their mark by 
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renaming certain locations. It is not unusual to find 

three names for one and the same place, all of which have 

been in use at a given time in history. In order to avoid 

confusion a uniform method of labelling locations is adopted 

throughout the thesis. All names appear in the original 

Estonian form. In cases where the German name is known well 

° enough to be of help to the reader, it appears in the 

brackets immediately after the first appearance of the 

Estonian designation. From then on only the Estonian desig- 

nation is used. 

The attention of the reader is directed to what is 

meant by Estonia. As it is used here, Estonia is the geo- 

graphic area: occupied by the Estonians for the past centuries. 

This area more or less coincides with the boundaries of the 

Republic of Estonia at the time of its independence. ‘The 

reader is warned that at times when an author speaks of 

Retonia, Livonia, and Xurland, he most likely does not mean 

by Estonia its entire territory but only the northern half 

of it. On the other hand the reader does well to keep in 

mind that historians, speaking of the sixteenth century, have 

labeled the entire eastern coast of the Baltic Sea as Livonia, 

thus including also all Estonia in the term. 

Before embarking on the study of the Reformation move- 

ment in Estonia, it would be of help to the reader to 

acquaint himself with the organization of the thesis. It 

is also recommended that the reader consult the general
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chronology of the history of Estonia which is included in 

the appendix of the thesis. 

The second chapter of the thesis Gescribes ths Location 

of Sstonia and tells somothing about its inhabitanta, 

language, and early religion. The chapter concludes with 

an overview of the Christianization of Estonia. The third 

chapter paints a word pisture of the conditions, establishk- 

ments and institutions together with their mejor problems 

of mediaeval Estoniae HMany of the factors that contributed 

to the ultimate success of the Reformation were already 

then presente ‘The German Order, the Roman Catholic hierarchy, 

the monastic orders, the nobles, the cities and the poasants, 

all mist be dealt with briefly so thet the reader may 

appreciate fully the spiritual and secular environment 

befora the dawn of the Reformation. Chapter four deals with 

the ways sad means that brought the Reformation ideas to 

Netonia. Hers men es Andreas Enopken, Sylvester Tegetmeyer, 

and Melchior Hofmamm are introduced. The following chapter 

is by far the most central in the thesis. Here the develop= 

mem of the Reformation movement itself in Estonie is 

deseribed. Hote is.taken how the cities embraced the re=- 

forms uader the leadexship of a few evangelical pastors, 

how the nobles reacted to the new teaching, and finally how 

the Gospel reached the socially umd economically under=— 

privileged peasants. The development of the Reformation 

movement is followed by a study of the immediate results 
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ef the movement. Theological, liturgical and economic 

chaages becone evident. Also of great importance is the 

création of the written vernacular Lansuage for the Estonians 

izvst time to a large number of matives. Chapter seven 

zfexrs @ bricf but comprehensive overview of the history 

of the Estonian people andl their church, besinning with the 

Russian invasion of 1556 and ending with her Latest inva 

sion. This brings us up-to-date. Much happened during 

these last four centuries, but the main enuphasis falls upon 

< the Luetbhsran Church in Estonia: the 

Swedish oseupation in the second half of the sixteenth 

cenbury and the sstablishnent of the free Estonian Lutheran 

ch in the second decade of the twentieth century. Now 

it vreusina to give a summary sketeoh of the Reformation 

movement in Nstonia im chapter eisht. Ii may be of benefit 

to the reader to go through the summary chapter before a 

genersi reading of the thesis. The thesis closes with a 

chapter devoted to tho discussion of earlier works on the 

topic. A broad discussion of the secondary sources end 

their availability today is of help to the student of the 

Reformation. Rare works will be Listed together with their 

location. Also a general discussion of the bibliographies 

available on the subject is included. ‘The chapter closes 

with a beief consideretion of the present-day trends in 

treating the Reformation history of the Baltic countries
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in general and of Estonia in particular. The bibliography 

and an appendix conclude the thesis. 

fhe bibliography of the thesis will inform the reader 

about the material used in research. It msy, however, be 

of some help to consider at this point briefly a few works 

that form the foundation upon which the thesis was built. 

From the point of view of importance and availability the 

first place goes to Leonid Arbusow's Die Binfithrung der 

Reformation in Liv-, Est- und Kurland. It is a thorough 

plece of historical scholarship, well documented and based 

on primary sources, whenever possible. Its style and 

organization detracts somewhat from its ready usefulness. 

i. much shorter work, Otto Pohrt's Reformationsgeschichte - 

Livlands, ein Uberblick, makes up in clarity what it lacks 

in detail. Two excoilent Estonian works are not readily 

available for the student in the United States: Olsf Sild's 

Besti kirilwmlugu vaninast ajast olevikuni (Sstonian Church 
    

History from the Barliest Times to the Present), and a joint 

effort by a scholarly committee Usupuhastus eestlaste maal 

(Reformation in the Land of the Estonians). Special credit 

is due to M. Ojamaa and 7. Varmas’ Eesti ajalugu (History 

of Estonia) and J. Aunver’s Eesti rahvakiriku ristitee 

(Zhe History of tho Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church 

since 1917 until the Present Time). 

  
e
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CHAPTER IL 

BSTONTA: THE LAND, ITS PEOPLE, 

LANGUAGE, AND RELIGION 

A sixteenth century chronicler described in his 

quaint Germen the territery on the eastern shore of the 

Seltic Sea, where in more recent tines the Estonian and 

Latvisn Republics prospered: 

va merckenn. Uleflandt ist ohngefehr 100 meil wegs 
lang medt 20 meli breit, Bin gut Konigreich, hut in 
sich sochs Firstentumb, den Teuzschonmeister mit 
seinen Contorn undt sebietern, undté den funf Bischofthunb 
mit ihron gugehGrigen Sabtern, Nembich das lrestift 
Riga das grosste, das stift Derbt das gewaltigste, das 
stift Gesel das Reichste, Reval das geringste und 
Churlondt das geruhsanbste.L 

Hstonie, a small Baltic country, lies at the outfall 

of the Finnish Gulf in the northern sart of the continent 

of Gurope.e It covers an area of about 47,550 square kilo- 

meters, inhabited by more than a million people. Geo= 

graphically Estonie forms a part of the Bast-European plain 

stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Ural mountains. In 

the north the Finnish Gulf separates it from Pinland; in the 

west the Baltic Sea forms a waterway toward the Scandinavian 

  

touotea from Grefentais Chronic in Otto rohrt, Reforma— 
tiongeschichte Liviands, oin Uberblick (Leipzig: Sger 
Sievers, 1923), Jahnrgang 46, Hert 2 Cir. 145), pe & 

25, Kareda and others, Estonia, Basic Facts on Geography, 
History, Mconomy (Stockholn, Sweden: Estonian Information 
Conter, 1948), pe 3. y 
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shores. Its only land neighbors are the Russians and the 

Latvians from the east and from the south respectively. 

Estonia siso owns about eight hundred islands, the largest 

being Saaremaa. 

1 look at the map resdily reveals that the Location of 

Estonia is much exposed strategically. No wonder that the 

geographical factors have played a decisive part in the his- 

tozy of its people. It forms sort of a bridge linking 

estern with astern Surope. iIn the past all the western 

nations om the Baltic have made use of the great natural 

highweys of Estonia in their contacts with Russia. Since 

Estonia is Located on the ecressroads from West to Rast and 

to a Lesser extenb from Sonth to North, many a bitter con= 

flict between the great powers has been settled just there. 

Thus repeatedly the country suffered under foreign invasion 

and military conflict, but was somehow always able to re= 

cover from its wounds.” @he location has also had its 

blessings. The close contacts, forced or voluntary, with 

other netions have enriched the cultural development of its 

people and in times of peace and prosperity offered an ex=- 

cellent opportunity for trading activity. 

The philologists and the archaeologists do not seem to 

agree as to the origin of the Estonian people. The former 

  

Javald Uustalu, The History of Sstonian People (London: 
Boreas Publishing Conipany, > Pe 
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suggest thet the Estonians, Finns, and Hungarians, as well 

as cortain other peoples in central and northern Russia 

spoke a common primary languase. Their original home was 

the Buropean Russia, around the bend of the Middle Volga and 

along the banks of its tributaries. According to the theory 

of the Finnish Professors Set18 and Gastren, the individual 

branches of the tribes started to migrate already very early, 

the Baltic Pinns (Carelian, Vepsa, Vadga, Livonian tribes, 

the Ustonians and the Finns) arriving at their present loca=- 

tion about the time of the birth of Christ.* 

The archaeological theories, more recently advanced 

under the Leadexship of Dre. Indreke, speak of an improbably 

early period of "reindeorhunters" who were the original 

Ruropesns. Some of them, supposedly, settled in the Hestern 

Baltie and becane "fishermon-hunters." According to this 

theory the ancestors of the Estonisns came from central and 

western Eurepe. Some of the related tribes later migrated 

to the Volga area where they spoke a language that belongs 

to the Finne-Ugrian groupe? 

fas details of the theories are subject to debate, but 

it is known with a fair degree of certainty that the 

Bstonians, Pinns and Livs spoke a Finne-Ugri language, 

entirely distinct and dissimilar from the languege of the 

  

4tpid., pe lie : 
PIbide, pe lt.  
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Slavs, the Germanic Groups, the Latviene and Lithuanians, 

and settled in their presont~dsy home at the latest during 

the first centuries after Christ. It is possible and even 

probable that the migration took place already much earlier.© 
The seculer historians usually begin the history of 

the Ustonlan people with the Stone Aga (until 1300 B.G.). 

There seems to be reliable archaeological proof of human 

colonization in the territory at that time. Tho findings 

from the period include hunting and fishing gear and some 

pottexzy, crude in design and made of clay heavily mixed 

with sand.’ During the Bronge Age (1200 B.G.-509 B.C.) 

tools, weapons, 29nd ormements of bronze were used. It is 

believed that the metal was brousht into Estonia from the 

south, probably from central or western Gurope by way of 

Prussia, Hithuenia, 2nd Latvia. Later on bronze was also 

imported from Seandinaria. Incidentally, the Bronze Age 

in Sstonia ushered im a new burial eustom. Up to this 

time the dead were buried without auy visible mark on the 

ground, Now, however, they were placed in a stoneeslab cist 

on the ground covered with a cairn, a type of grave weil 

knowm in Hest Prussia.® It seems thas iron was first brought 

  

Seti Teatmeteos (Gelslinsen, Germany: Hesti Rahvusfond 
Ssksamaal ja besti ULiopilaskond Saksamaal valjaanne, 1949), 
IV, 10. 

7uustala, Ope Mites De 1D. 

Sinide, pe 17. 
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into the country about 500 B.C. Consequently the sub— 

sequent period, until the end of the prehistoric era, 

about 1200 A.D., is known as the Iron Age. it is usually 

subdivided as follows: (1) the Pre-Roman Iron Age (500 B.C. 

L A.D.)3 (2) the Roman Iron ige (1-400 A.D.); (3) the 

Middle Iron Age (4400-800 A.D.)3; the Late Iron Age (800- 

1200 A.D.). specially the Roman Iron Age seems to ‘have been 

favorable for economic and cultural development in Estonia. 

This was due most likely, to the-.degree of cultural progress 

and prosperity of the Roman Empire. Even territories as 

far as Estonia seemed to benefit by the general prosperity 

of southern Burope.? Seginning with the middle of the first 

nillenium after Christ, a noticeable lag in progress was in 

evidence. Only during the Later Iron Age, particularly in 

its last two centuries, did the prehistorical culture in 

Estonia attain its peak. By then trade, seafaring, and 

agricultural activity had become the principal forms of 

making a living. in fact, for a tine the Estonians managed 

to hold a predominant position among the seafaring peoples 

of the east coast of the Baltic Sea. Culturally the 

Estonians, fron the earliest times on, turned their eyes 

toward the West. Politically they seemed to be moving 

towards one common state. By the end of the Late Iron Age 

  

9. Ojamaa and A. and 7. Varmas, Eesti ajalu 
(Stockholm, Sweden: "Eesti Raamat," loas), De Ode  
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the eight tribal states of Estonia had established a con- 

federation and were gonexrally collaborating. 2? This develop- 

ment was for defense purposes against the attacks from the 

West and the ast. Ustonian strength was severely tried in 

the face of Russian westward expansion policy on the River 

Narva-Lake Peipsi Lins. 

Zhe details of the veligion of the ancestors of the 

Estonisns ere not well known. it is fairly certain that 

the pagan Hstonians believed that every person, thins, or 

natural phenomenon was inhabited by «a force that directed 

it. This force was pictured as a concrete entity thet was 

able to change his Location and sven migrate into another 

being. *+ fhe word vaim (ghost) appears early in the 

Sstenlan Language. This “shost" was thought to be able to 

leave the body and exist independently. Some heve thought 

of the ghost as a shadow that always accompanicd the person. 

Sowewhat Later the word hing (soul) appears which was 

thought to be the Life prizciple in breath. 4 person who 

wes credited with powers to control, dominate, or direct 

the inner forees of others was known as 2 witch. Already 

very early, in the language of the common dialects, death 

was understood as the exit of the soul from the body. The 

soul was thought to continue to live on as a shadow which 

  

Warada, Ope Cites De Me 

Mresti Teatmeteos, IV, 7.  
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occasionally would appear to the living in dreams and 

revelations, or it would choose to inhabit some animal, 

bird, or inanimate object. The dally life of the dead nex 

son was thought to be mich like the one he had led on earth, 

PRherefore attempts were made to care for the dead nerson's 

soul if it was loved or to sacrifice to it if it was feared. 

There were mainly two types of cultie expressions among the 

prse-Cheistianized Estonians: sacrifice and woxship of the 

dead and of the forses of nature. =? 

AG the end of the twelfth contuxyr che Tstoniens lmow 

little if anything about Christianity. I: is true that 

alresdy in the beginning ot the previous century the King 

of Denmark and the Archbishop of HamburgeBremen decided to 

Girecst their efforts tovard the Christioenisation of the 

- Baltic territory. In 11035 the Archbishop of Lund was con- 

seorated who together with the Bishop of Upsala was supposed 

to work out 2a plan of missionary action. Tho Bishop of 

Upsala turned his attention to the Christianization of the 

Finns, with apparent success. The Archbishop of Innd 

appointed a certain monk Fuleco to be a missionary to the 

istonians; he was consecrated as their bishop in 1164. 

Bishop Fulco made two missionary journeys to Estonia without 

much success. His work, however, attracted the attention 

of the Swedes, the Danes, and even the papal court. In 

  (O69 2 aon 

12sesti Teatmeteos, IV, 3.
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1197 the Danes made a missionary trip to the shores of 

Estonia without any better results. All tho attempts at 

Christianization were counected with physical forces. An 

Lstomian kistoxian warns the roader to think historically; 

and not be too severe in judging the mission msthods, sword 
cr

 = we a at G and fire, wsé he time. They wore ths accepted meth nods. 13 

Many may be inclined te disagree with this judgenons bus 

few would agree that such methods were effective in really 

leading people to Christ. 

“ho first effective attempt to Christianise the Estonian 

ond Latvian people came from Gormany. Together with sone 

German traders frou Bremen came the Augustinian monk 

Moinhard, who settled just south of lis stoniast* His activity 

was peaceaDles; his main weapoms were the Gospel and personal 

testimony. Such o ministx=y bad success. In 1164 monk 

Melnhard was able te see the completion of a wooden church 

in theskfile. It is said that Meinhara also cazried on some 

work in Estonia. When Meinheard dicd in 1196 the Archbishop 

of Bremen nmemed Berthold to succecd the deceased bishop. 

By this time the natives had realized that the motives of 

ne German merchants who had coms along and supported the 
- 

  

1 oniiip amar, Usuopetuss conspect (Germany: nepe, 
1948), pe Sl. 

14 Ae Torme, The Gauneh in Estonia (New York: World 
Association of Setonis 9 iNCes 9 De Be 
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Missionaries were not peaceful." This caused a sharp 

change in the attitude of the natives toward the missionary 

activity. 

Bishop Berthold, who, it is said, did not possess the 

same fine personal qualities as his predecessor did, 

appealed to Rome to have a crusade proclaimed against the 

peoples of the Gastern Baltic. This request was granted. 

He came as a warrior and died as ono on the battlefield 

(1193). The life of the leader was lost but the battle was 

won. Latvians made peace and submitted to peptism.~° 

‘he following summer Uisktila had a new bishop by the 

nome of Albert, 2 relative of the Bishop of Bremen. ‘This 

man, remained for thirty years in the leadership of mission 

activity and German expansion in the Hast Baltic. In order   to cerry out his plan effectively, he, with the permission 

and blessing of the Pope, constantly sought new crusaders 

for the Land of Mary, a new name for the territory. in 

1201 he built a fortification for his troops and thus aiso 

founded the city of Rigae The following year he organized 

the Order of Brothers of the Sword (Fratres Militiae 

Christi), a military order with Christian ideals but un- 

    

  

christian methods.?? A German priest in Chronica Livoniae 

  

13tpia. 
16nonnaru, Ode Cit. De 51. 

Ward Laantee, "Tho Beginning of the Reformation in 
Sstonia," Church History, XXII (December, 1955), 269.  
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deserlbes their ow activity: 

When we arrived there CEstonia) we spread troops over 
all the roads, villages and districts of the country; 
we set on fire and destroyed everything, we killed all 
who were of masculine sex, captured women and children 

to Livonia With grocticejoisine toe | 0 an g 

During more peaceable hours new churches were built 

and monasteries established. At the same time more and more 

Germans flocked to the rich shores of the East Baltic. 

As far as can be ascertained, the first clash with the 

Estonians occurred in 1208 as the Order, on its own initi- 

ative, tried to increase its landholdings. Thus started a 

fierce struggle which lasted for some twenty yearse ‘The 

astonians offered a vigorous resistance but gradually were 

forced ‘to surrender and become Christians as the German 

occupied their land. By 1215 the Germans had extended their 

territory to include the whole south of Estonia. What the 

natives Lacked in military night they made up by a fighting 

spirit. Under the leadership of elder Lembit se six thousand 

man arny attacked the Gernan forces near Viljandi (September 

21, 1217). Unfortunately for the Estonians the Germans 

knew about the attack beforehand and were able to defeat the 

natives.? An important battle was lost but the Estonians 

in the North wore not ready to surrender. 

  

18inia., pe 269. 
1ojamaa, ope Cite, pe 52s 
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Since the Germans wers in constant danger from the 

Hast, Bishop Albert turmed to seek help from the outside. 

.in the swamer of 1219 King Voldemar II of Denmark arrived 

with his fleet and established a foothold on the northern 

skores of Estonia. Later this place became the capital of 

the Sstonian Republic. By the fall of 1220 J&rvamea and 

Virumaa, twe northern counties of Estonia, were also in the 

hands of the Danes. In the samo year the Swedes also made 

an unexpected attack against Laanemaa. Their temporary 

victory was soon wiped out by Saaremaa. ‘Two years ister 

the Danes attacked Saaremaa but founc themselves soon ousted 

again. Under the inspired leadership of the courageous 

inhabitants of the island the Hstonians rose erainat the 

entire occupation forces and succeeded almost in freeing 

the whole country. But the sweet victory was shortlived. 

By the spring of 1227 the whole country was under Christian 

domination. Only minor rebellions, excepting one, occurred 

from that time on, and they all were unsuccessful.-? 

Christianity and foreign dominion were the masters. 

After the surrender of the Estonians, difficulties 

developed between the two conquerors, the Germans and the 

Danes. For a while the Pope tried to establish a buffer 

state of his own between the two forces. Eventually also 

this arrangement failed. ‘The Duchy of Estonia was purchased 
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from the King of Denmark in 1346 by the Teutonic Order of 

21 
Prussia. This order had previously opencd its doors to 

the Brothers of the Sword (1257) when the latter's existence 

had been seriously endengered by the Lithuanians. The 

Livonian branch of the Teutonic Order continued to maintain 

a considerable autonomy. The Master of the Teutonic imicshts 

was in fact the most powerful person in Bast Prussia.“ Yet 

the territory was far from being under one man's rule. 

During the middle ages four important powers emerged: the 

Order, the bishops, the nobles, and the cities. The fifth 

estate was made up of the politically powerless and economi-e 

cally exploited natives. 

Ghapter three of this thesis will deal with the develop- 

ment of these powers and with the problems they faced or 

omeated. In one way or another all these forces contributed 

to the final success of the Reformation movement in Estonia. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

FACTORS CONTRIBULING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 

RSEPORMATION HOVENSNT IN ESToNla 

This chapter deals with the mediaeval world as it 

pertains to Istonia. Farreaching movements usually do 

nest succeed unless the time is ripe. The Reformation cer 

tainly did not take place in a vacuum, but political, eco- 

nomic, and social factors wers deeply involved in preparing 

the way. Among the major factors thats contributed to the 

success of the movement were the weakening of the Order, the 

popular opposition to the Roman Catholic clergy, the ovils 

of the monastic establishments, unfair policies of the 

nobles, vise of the cities, and the deplorable lot of the 

netive peasants. 

As has been previously mentioned, the armies of the 

Order of the Teutonic Knights dealt the death blow to the 

drzaus of Estonian independense. The major part of Estonia 

ané Latvia, at that time known together as Livonia, was 

under the immediate rule of the Livonian branch of the Order, 

moze popularly known simply as the Livonian Order. With the 

Grand Master residing far off in East Prussia, the Master 

of the Livonian branch, residing first in Rige and later in 

| 
| 

) 

|
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Gosis (wenden) became the veal local ruler.+ His territory 

was divided for administrative purposes inte regions, which 

in turn were under the supervision of Komturs and bailiffs 

who usually built an awesome castle for their own protection 

and for housing their military forces. ‘The Master together 

with the Komturs and bailiffs made up the administrative 

council which filled all the vacant offices and decided on 

political issues. Since the Order pursued a sensible 

policy, favorable to trade, the land prospered, scon bacoming 

one of the richest states in Northern Burope.s* 

However, the Order was only the major power in the land, 

not the only one. Actually the political structure of 

Livonia was exceedingly complex. ‘The Order had to deal with 

the other powers, primarily the ecclesiastical landowners 

and the vassals. Theoretically, in the beginning, the Order 

itself had been a vassal of the Archbishop of Risa and the 

Bishop of Rartue? ils it became the strongest military power 

in the area and succeeded in annexing further territorial 

possessions, it disregarded the former relationship. Uaturally 
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this created a sharp conflict between the Order and the 

ecclesiastical princes. The struggle between the Church 

(bishops) and state (in this case a religious omier), after 

Gomineg to a focal point in the fourteenth century when the 

latter cbtained a complete independence, continued into the 

sixteenth century. It has been questioned why the Order did 

not establish one unified state. There are several reasons 

why this could not materialise. The Order had to fight on 

end off with the enemies from the outside, notably tha 

Lithuanians from the South and the Russians from the Bast. 

The Grend Mester*®s oceasional interference into the internal 

affains and policies, motivated by a desire to keen the 

Livonian beanck undex his own xule, did not help matters any. 

There were also difficulties within the Order. Namely, the 

RheinlLandisk and the Vestphalilan brothers of the Order 

bitterly fought for the leadership of the organization. 

Both the Order and the bishoovs joined forces to fight the 

influence of 2 papidly developing city system. The vassals, 

in turn, were not slow in taking advantage of the situation 

to further their own political ambitions.’ 

The Livonian Order was blessed with fine leadership, 

notsbly the long rule of Volter von Plettenberg who deserves 

praise for defending the country against foreign attacks. 

But his indertines: dia not always measure up to their leader. 
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Actually the Order had lost its original purpose of exis= 

tence: conquest for Christ, or rather Mary (Livonia was 

also known as Perra Marlena) .? As a result the Order lost 

some of its compactness and original warrior zeal. Taumrious 

living undermined the nobler aualities in the soldiers and 

Laziness changed them into weaklings.° She monastic vow of 

poverty was scon forgotten when the opportunity beckoned to 

Lead a life of esse as a feudal lord. The vow of chastity 

did not fare much better. A young historian wrote not too 

tong ago: "The Knights fornicated Like soldiers and married 

like country gentlemen."? Also the third vow, thet of 

obcdience, was often conveniently disregarded if not openly 

neglected. 

in the face of moral Laxmmess, Lack of fresh zeal, 

difficulties with other local powers, and internal sonflicts 

sapped mich of the original vigor of the Order by the begin- 

ning of the sixteenth century. When the Roman Catholic 

Church needed help most desperately, the Order was unable 

to furnish it. 

Gur attention is directed now to the ecclesiastical 

powers in Estonia. ‘fhe territory not ruled by the Order 
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was governed by bishops. The Bishops of Riga, Tartu, and 

Saaromaa-Lanemaa held considerable tracts of Land. The 

Estonian county of Umandi and the neighboring smalier 

counties north of the River Emaj&gi (Embach) belonged to 

the Bishop of Tartu. The Bishop of Saaremas-LSanemaa was 

the lord of the counties with the seme names. ‘The Arch 

bishop's territory surrounded the city of Riga in Latvia. 

@he Bishop of Tallinn had practically no land under his 

secular muie. The bishop's ecclesiastical rule extended 

beyond their secular holdings, covering also the entire 

territory of the Grder. The ecclesiastics did not only 

wield the spiritual sword but the secular one as weil, the 

latter often being of greater immediate importance to then. 

Thus the bishops became actually secular nobles; the clergy 

was under the spell of secularization. In such spirit 

neither they nor their close advisers who formed the 

Domkapitel bothered to offer pastoral care to the people.® 

fhere was alweys some clergyman to perform the high mass 

and Keep the canonical hours. ‘These duties were usually 

assigned to chaplains and vicars. ‘The higher clergymen 

busied themselves with more profitable endeavors such as 

managing their seculer estates. 

The Roman clergy also excelled in finance. When the 

money system came into use the clergy developed into a 
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Great financial power in Livonia. Graudally tke church 

took in more money than was needed for salaries and build 

ing purposes. ‘iihus clergymen became bankers or principal 

money lenders, earning as much as six per cent profit. The 

Vassals were the most frequent borrowers. ? fhe main sources 

of income for the church were gifts, endowments, end taxes. 

She whole mediaeval system of taxation wes also employed 

in Estonia. The viches, however, brought with it e curse 

upon the church; it became secular-minded im proportion to 

its income. 

Almest without exception the clerzymen were foreigners 

who G@id not understand the vernacular, It is of interest 

that in Estonia bishoprics never became shelters for the 

younger sons of the nobles as was the case in Germany. The 

Order preferred to have bishops from amons the city dwellers.1° 

in the choice of now bishops, the world-wide known art of 

simony in the Roman Church of the time was diligently 

practiced also by the Local parties. 

The secularised clersy was easy prey of morel corrunp= 

tion. It is said that there was "hardly a church council 

where priests were nat rebuked for having concubines or 

indulging in drink end gluttony."?+ fo illustrate the point, 
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in 1515 at the Diet of Wolmuar the subject of concubinage 

was discussed at length. The problem seemed te bs that 

the “wives” of the clergy were proud and lived in luxury 

12 
equal to that of the nobility. The nobles were ready to 

forgive concubinsage itself, but not the high-and-mighiy 

behavior of the wonon,.*? Tiis is not to imply that all the 

clergymen slaned in such a manner. Yor some of then thet 

was a financial impossibility.~* 

it is known that there was a lack of churches especially 

in the country. whe ones that wore availabie for peopis 

offered services mostly in Latin. At times the natives 

made no efforts to secure intelligible services. ‘They pre~ 

ferred the incomprehensible Latin prayer and cultus, thinke 

ing 16 to be of greater efficacy. in rare cases pastors 

did preach in the vernacular, however, already before the 

Reformation. Priest Bruno Wetberg delivereé sermons in 

Gernan and Zstonien near Narva (1504-1506). It is an under 

statenent to say that the language difficulties played an 

important role in Estonia. Doctrinally the Livonian 

Clergy held the official teachings of the Roman Catholic 

Church. This would naturally includs aii its errors and 

misconceptions. The saints were worshiped, sche worship of 
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Mary was exalted, masses were said for the dead. The proof 

for this comes from the contemporary wills and testaments.!7 : 

@he sermon topics often strayed far from the inspired 

Seriptures. Dreams, fables and extraordinary works of St. 

Dominic formed the basis of many discourses. © 

It is no wonder that the popular spirituality relied 

mostly on outward actions and signs. Especially among the 

uyvban elenent it was popular to retire into a monastery. 

Sometines the entire family left the "sinful world" at once. 

Much emphasis was placed upon indulgences, pictures, 

statues, the magic act of transubstantiation, the worship 

of relies, and pilgrimages. The local saints Meinhard, 

Berthold, and Albert, as far as can be ascertained, were 

never officially worshiped. =? The encouragements by the 

lower clergy to attend services and receive help for the 

soul ex opere operato did not go unheeded by the somewhat 

superstitious populus. The higher clergy were not able 

to perform such duties, because they usually were not in 

residence. With the non-Germans, as some German historians 

like to label the natives, the clergy experienced diffi- 

culties. The old pagan religion was still very much a 

part of them, in spite of their baptism. In hostility 
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toward Christianity thoy turned to their old religious 

customs of bringing focd and drink to the departed souls, 

worshiping thunderstoris snd trees and even washing off the 

Ghristian baptism of thelr children.+® In the urbsn churches 

too much money was spent on visual splendoz. In one case 

sixteen marks (a relatively large sum of money) were used 

for the purchase of a pieces of cloth. This extravagant 

spending prompted some to lift their voices in protest 

already in the middle ages. Such spiritual and religious 

comdiitions alone warranted a reforneation and certsinly 

helped to create an snvironnent whera the success of such 

a@ movement was insured. 

Frequent hostilities with the Order did not help the 

Roman Church. The secular ambitions of the bishops angered 

the Livonian Order and made them reluctant to help the 

former in, their struggie against the forces of the now 

teaching. ”° She bishops managed to offend alse the vassals 

by a selfish and irresponsible use of their religious 

weapons. This relationship later proved fatal to the Roman 

Church in Iivonia.“~ 

when the Catholic Church finally realized that reform 
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was needed, the situation was too far gone for an easy 

remedy. At both councils, Constance (1414-1418) and Basel 

(1431-1449), Livonia was represented. A very important 

Decree (Landesordaung) of 1422 made baptism mendatory within 

one month and established compulsory church attendance. 

Also the basic minimum of Christian training was preseribed.-= 

A synod called to Riga (1424~1428) drew up forty-eight 

points in order to raise the level of spirituality and 

eliminate abuses.—" it was required that a11 people believe 

what the Church caught, thet baptism be pronounced clearly 

in the vernacular, and all be confirmed at the age of 

twelve." Efforts for reform within the Church continued. 

At the Fifth Lateran Council the Bishop of Tallinn was ree 

presenting the Livonian Order. Certain individuals, notably 

Bishop Kievel of Saaromaa-Li&8nemaa, carried on a crusade 

for the improvement of morals and pastoral care.-? However, 

all these efforts were too weak and came too late. 

A truly positive contribution of the Roman Church in 

Livonia was its interest in education. Schools were estab— 

lished in connection with parishes, promising young people 
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were sent to study at foreign universities, even as far 

as Rome.° But the improved educational facilities and 

the ideas brought in from abroad actually helped the cause 

of the Reformation. 

Closely connected with the secular clergy were the 

monastic orders. Soon after the conquest of Livonia, 

monasterLes were built in or near the larger urban centers. 

Cistercians established monasteries in Karima near Tartu 

end in Padis near Tallinn. Among others also Dominican 

and Franciscan monasteries were established in Ustonia. 

She Cistercians cared Little for the spiritual welfare of 

the people, dovoting their attention to their own salvation. 

The Land that they owned and ruled like feudal lords was 

tilled by natives." The mendicant orders, on the other 

hand, lived inside the city wails and enjoyed close contact 

with the outside world. They even made lons trips into 

the country to help people and bring spiritual comfort to 

them. Not a few of the monks even managed to learn 

Estonian. They enjoyed some degree of success and popular= 

ity. The nunneries, and there were a number of them, were 

often quite exclusive, accepting mostly ladies from the 

nobility. As time passed on, the ascetic monasteries 

became more worldly in their outlook and more unpopular 
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with the people. Some managed even to win a bad reputation 

by the end of tho middle agese-° Even the popularity of 

the mendicants was not unanimous. ‘he Dominicans in Tallinn, 

it seems, had acquired a special talent in gaining legacies 

and in appropriating the wealth which was left without ower. 

The city officials felt themselves cheated. In fact, the City 

Council of fallinn accused the monasteries of protecting 

thieves and marderers. There were also general complaints 

that the monks were lazy and greedy .-? Even the priests 

had no special liking for the monks, fearing to lose some 

incone to the Latter. Thus, in spite of their intellectual 

and spiritual labors, they enjoyed poor public relations. 

Later when the Reformers used the misdeeds of the monks as 

a matter of public discussion "there was no power to protect 

them. "39 ; 

in the early part of the thirteenth century important 

towns developed in Sstonia: Tallinn (1219), Tartu (1225), 

Viljandi (1225), Old Puirnv and New Parnu. Somowhat later 

Rakvere, Narva, and Paide appeared. Tartu and Tallinn 

developed into big cities by the standards of the time.?+ 

At the time when Lubeck had ten thousand inhabitants, Tartu 
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boasted of six thousand and Tallinn was not far behind with 

its four thousand. 32 Many nationelities were present in 

these urban communities. The majority of the people were 

German merchants but, especially in smaller towns, a large 

number of natives also lived there besides the Swedes, the 

Finns, the Danes, and the Russians. The reason for the 

growth and prosperity of the Estonian towns was trade. All 

the above mentioned towns, except Narva, wers part of the 

great Germen Hanseatic League. Tellinn was especially in 

a favorable positions all trade going and coming from 

Russia had te be reloaded there. Such trade activity brought 

immense wealth to the Estonian shores and more Gernan 

merchants to win it. 

in the beginning the towns had been governed by the 

bailiffs of the overlords, but soon the power was vested in 

an autonomous Town Council (Rat) which consisted of Council=. + 

lors (Ratherren) and Mayors. By the sixteenth century 

Tallinn had fourteen Councillors and:four Nayors. All the 

citizens were organized into Guilds. Im fallinn threo 

Guilds were known, here listed in order of their importance: 

the Great Guild, St. Kanut's Guild, and St. Olav's Guild. 

The Gorman merchants who Gane for a longer -stay joined the 

Blackeheads, a special Guild of their own. The whole Guild 

system functioned very much like the one in Germany, after 
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which it was patterned. One historian sums up the position 

and the influence of the cities thus: 

As a result of their autonomy, which included even the 
edninistration of justice, and even more because of 
their wealth, the Divonian towns almost completely 
effaced the earlier influence of the overlords and 
bailiffs. The bigger towns developed gradually into 
almost independent States, whose relationship with 
the rulers of the countzy resembled that of allies, 23 

  

Merchants travel much and carry the news of the world, 

or at least they did in the middle ages. As a result tho 

cities were exposed to the ideas of the outside world. 

They were the firgt to receive and carry the banner of the 

Refornation movement, longs before their slower rural 

brothers would catch upe 

Another political power which made itself felt in the 

history of Livonia was the feudal nobility. The overlords, 

the Livonian Order and the Bishops, often granted large 

territories in fief to German nobles and merchants, and in 

isolated cases even to Estonians. Historians have estimated 

the number of the lucky natives in North istonia to be up 

to two per cent. The bishops were especially inclined to 

place their land into the hands of the vassals because they 

needed the latter's military services. It did not take 

long, however, when the new class banded together and formed 

an independent power. Sy the end of the thirteenth century 
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the Harjumaa-Virumaa vassals had already cstablished a 

corporation to protect their rights and eventually acquire 

the risht to entail their flefs on their sons and eren 

their daughters, This they succeeded in secuxing. In the 

fourteenth centuxy the vassals claimed that Denmark had 

Given the land a secular law. This assertion was unhistor=— 

ical, but the mediaeval world tolerated unhistorical happen- 

ings, ana the bisheps lost part of their jurisdiction.?* 

From the meetings of the nobles eventually developed the 

Diet (Lanédteg), an important social development. Diets were 

attended by all the four major powers: Order, clergy, 

~ 2 
nobility, and the representatives of the town citizens. 

Theiz importance increased in the later middle ages when 

the power of the Livonian Order and the Roman clersy had 

Geclined somewhat. is one of the najor powers, the nobles 

played a major role in the development of the Heformation 

ovement, furnishing some of its most loyal supporters. 

Attention is now dirccted to the native peasants. They, 

too, played a part in the Reforuation, In the beginning of 

the German domination the lot of the peasant really was 

quite tolerable. He had to accept baptism, he had to pay 

tithe, and he had to vender military service in case of war. 

Naturally he did not like the loss of his political freedom, 

but he still could enjoy justice based on local tradition 
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and often administersd by mon of his own nationality. In 

the beginning of the fourteenth century, however, the vassals 

began to overlook some of the richts granted to the paasants 

by the peace treaties. The peasants raised their voice in 

protest which only helped them to lose further privileses. 

On St. George Day (April 23) in 1343 the Mstonians staced 

their last Large-scale revolt. At first success seemed 

within their grasp but soon their armies were defeated. The 

estimate is that toms of thousands of Retonians fell in 

battle before their courage and strensth wes broken. 2? The 

Pinal result was this: the previous treaties were considered 

vold; the peasants were row dependent solely on the pleasure 

of their masters. Their economic situation hac besn com 

fortable previously but now deteriorated rapidly, In many 

cases land was confiscated and the peasants were forced to 

earn their keep in the newly established large farms of the 

nobles. If the farmer was lucky he kept his land ond merely 

55 setmally geve a musber of working days to the Vassal. 

there were many types of peasants still in existence: the 

frecholders, the free peasants (artisans), uncus-peasants, 

"one-foot men," and laborers. All these men had one thing 

in common: they did not like the heavy burdens placed upon 
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then by their foreign masterse>? 

No wonders that the peasants wore ready to jump on the 

Reformation bandwagon and ery for liberty and equality 

much carlier than the teachings of the Reformation actually 

neant much to theme. 
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CHAPTER IV 

REFORMATION IDEAS GOMe 20 BSTONIA 

Saxony, tha home state of the great Gorman Reformer, 

Martin luther, naturally formed the original spring Pron 

whick the streams of the newly re-emphasized Gospel truths 

found their way “into the wide world of theological drought. 

fron Central and Northern Germany the Reformation ideas 

spread north-sastward to the shores of Bast Baltic, reach- 

ing Livonia and more particularly Estonia in the third 

deeads of the sixteenth contury. In the chapter at hand 

the voce which the Reformation ideas travelled to reach 

Estonia, is examined. 

fhe circumstances are indeed particular ‘under which 

iuvonia waa officially introduced to the ideas and teach~ 

ings of Dr, Nartin imther. The name of that great champion 

of faith first appeared .in the records of the Proelates? 

Conference at Nonmneburg on July 28, 1521. This contact 

aa not been initiated by the Reformer hiuself noz his loyal 

followers but by the Roman Catholic Church. It oll started 

with the papal ban which Pope Leo X had promulgated about 

six months earlier, placing Lutheriand his followers under 

the curse of the Church, A copy of the bull had arrived 

in Riga and the Archbishop was dutybound to see that its 

contents were made known to all the faithful, At the meeting
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in Ronneburg where Archbishop Jasper Linde met with Bishop 

Johann Blankenfeld of Tallinn and Tartu, Bishop Johann 

Kievel of SaaremfaeLiinemaa, Bishop Basedorf of Courland 

and other church dignitaries. One of the items on the agenda 

was: concorming the matter of Doctor Martinus luther. Ho 

record of the discussions is known to exist but the followe 

ing was resolved: 

in Sechen Martin Luthers sollen die Prilaten nach der 
Rilckkehr in’ ihre Diésesen, ein jeder zu gelegener 
Zeit ihre Diézesanen (populus) persénlich oder durch 
ihre Offisiale bei der Kathedralkirche versanmeln und 
die gegen Martinus erlassene Bulle dem Volk in den 
Hauptsachen (summarie) bekanntmachen und ihren Inhalt 
nach voligiehen lassen, und den apostlischen Mandaten 
ehrerbietig gehorchen.2 

Prom this resolution it seems that the Livonian clergy 

took a more definite stand in the issue than did their 

colleasues in Germany. There just simply was no doubt 

that the pope's orders should or could be carried out. Some 

have deduced from the resolution that already in 1521 the 

bishops saw the possibility of the spread of Luther's teach- 

ings in Livonia.” In the opinion of the writer this cone 

i Otto Pohrt, Reformationgeschichte Livlands, ein tber- 
blick (Leipzig: igor & Sievers, 1928), Jahrgang AG, Hert 2 
(ize 145), De 19. 

“Leonid Arbusow, Die Einftihrung der Reformation in 
Liv—») iste und pee anes in pe en und forschungen zur 
Reformationsgeschichte (Leipzig: Vermittlungsverlag von 

Karl Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in 
Bstonia," Church History, XXII (December, 1953), 269,
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clusion is not necessarily valid. At any rate, the name 

of Nartin Luther became known in Livonia before the move- 

ment he inspired had arrived. * 

Not very long afterwards, very likely already at the 

end of the same year, the evangelical ideas did reach 

Livonia. They received a start in Riga where a few evangel- 

ically minded clergymen settled and begen to preach the 

scriptural doctrine of justification by faith. 

At this time a few words are in order about the men 

who became the first reformers in Livonia and whose direct 

or indirect influence uoon Estonian religious life can 

hardly be overestimated. After all, Estonian:and: Latvian 

territories were in close contact. Theiz Large cities 

even formed a union (1524) for the protection of common 

interests. Riga was the unofficial capital of the entire 

bivonia, and thus closely watched by the provincial towns. 

Gasy travelling conditions and small distances made per= 

sonal visits and correspondence relatively easy. At the 

time of the Reformation the land of the Estonians and 

Latvians was much more of a unit than it has been more 

recently. ‘the focus of our attention falls primarily upon 

three men: Andreas Knopken, Sylvester Tegetmeyer, and 

Melchior Hofmann. 

L£ the writer had to single out one individual above 
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all the others in the history of Livonian Reformation, he 

would be Andreas Knopken (1468-1539), sometimes affection- 

ately known as Andreas Nodestimus.? 

Andreas Knopken was born in the rural area: of Neumark, 

not far from Klistrin. It is likely that his parents had 

originally come from Pomerania. Not much is known about 

his homelife except that he came from a modest home and hed 

a brother who shaved his early interest in theology. By 

1492 both brothers, Andreas and Jokobus, had already received 

their ecclesiastical appointments.° Apparently Andreas was 

not satisfied with his theological training, for in 1510 

he enrolled in Treptow as a student of Bugenhagen. Already 

before 1512 he transferred to the University of Inslostadt 

and somewhat later he continued his studies at the University 

of Frankfurt an Oder. After a few years of study the forty— 

two year o1d student returned to Treptow where he probably 

held an ecclesiastical cffice and assisted Bugenhagen with 

teaching in the city school. During the three years he 

stayed in Treptow he must have been seriously affected by 

the New Learning. rasmus, adove all others, made a lasting 

impression om Andreas. Not later then in the fall of 1517 

he went to Riga where his brother was Canon at St. Peter's. 
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Jndreas was still seoking hinself theologically at that 

tine. At times discouraged by the environnent and the life 

of the fellow clergymen, he turned to Erasmus for advice. 

At least in three letters did he inquires the way to true 

happiness ("Auf welchem Wege komme ich aur wahren Gliick- 

seligkeit?").? When Erasmus finally answored hin, then it 

was to assure him that he was on the right road, else he 

would not possess such personal piety and geal for the 

Christian Truth as his letters vevoaled. 

In a few years Andreas had veturned to Oreptow. Huch 

had happened during his absence. For one thing, Luther 

d nailed his famous theses on the castle doozr in Wittenberg. 

The Reformation was beginning to gather momentum. It is 

not probable, however, that Knopken or bis teacher Bugenhagen 

were seriously affected by it before 1520. It was Luther's 

On the Babylonish Captivity of the Church that made a strong 

inpression upon the two theologians.® In fact Bugenhagen 

travelled to Wittenberg in the following year. From the 

Gapital of the Reformation movement he sent several letters 

to his former pupils. Soon afterwards the students in 

Dreptow openly declared their allegiance to the New Learning. 

4 look at the thoological development of Andreas 

Knopken shows that he became neither a ‘true humanist nor 
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an unquestioning @isciple of Luther; yet he learned much 

from both men. By studying Luther's early writings and ever 

readily listening to Bugenhagen's interpretation of Luther's 

work he learned to appreciate the cardinal doctrine of the 

Reformation, salvation by grace through faith in Christ. 

it is most likely that Andreas never communicated personally 

with Iuther, although it is kmown that Melanchthon wrote 

anu official Letter of encouragement to him. The letter is 

lost now unfortunately.” 

When Knopken returned to Riga in dune, 1521, he was 

no longer seeking Light but ready to offer it to others. 

A major biographer of his puts it thus: 

Mit FreudigkeLt und Kraft hat er als exrster Zeuge 
des lvangellums in Riga das Wort Gottes vor allen 
Volk verkindigt. . e10 

4s a popular and established preacher in the city, he took 

upon himself to prepare twenty-four evangelical theses, -+ 

which he chose to defend in public. ‘The disputation took 

place on July 12, 1522. This could be used as a convenient 

date to mark the official beginning of the Reformation move= 

ment in bivoniae 

What did the zeformer teach? He preached justification 

by faith and the certainty of the Gospel promises. Only in 
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the second places did he touch upon the evils of the church. 

As far as the Church Fathers were in agreement with: the 

Seripture, he used them. He did not advocate imnediate 

forceful reform nor did he mention the names of tuthex, }@ 

AG first his preaching was not even challenged by the Roman 

Catholic authorities. 

By 1524 the brave tieologian had found time to outline 

his teachings in print. His Gommentary ca tie Epistle to 

the Romans, amounting to a complete volume on dogmatics, 

appeared in Wittenberg. It is an extremely interesting 

work, showing the development of theology in Livonia. Let 

it suffice here to say that the author of the Comnmcntary 

owes much to Luther, Nelanchthon, and Brasmus. Some who 

have studied the work in detail clain that it is not iuth- 

eren in all aspects. +> Where is at least one good study 

available on the work. ** 

in passing it is noted that Knopien was married and 

ene of his sons, Mathias, studied at the University of 

Wittenberg. 

fnere are several reasons why it was necessary to 

spend some time in discussing the development and work of 

Andreas Knopken: he was the first reformer in Livonia and 
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probably one of the greatest of them; above all, he in- 

flueuced the Reformation movement in Estonia. Wo individual 

letters are available at present, but it is known that hs 

wrote to his evangelical friends in Tallinn to encourage 

them in their work. His Coumentary and other less wold 

known works together with a host of well Loved hymns were 

weleoued in Tallinn and Tartu, where they accomplished 

moze than printed evidence would warrant to pelieve.?? 

Sylvester Tegetmeyer, "the Man with three Languages," 

was another outstanding evangelical preacher in Livonia. 

He was born in Hamburg, Gormany. later in life he spent 

some years of study in Rostock where he received his 

Master's degree (1519).+6 As a gifted student he had par 

fected his knowledge of Latin, Greek and Hebrew to a degree 

in which they served him ss helpful theological tools. 

In 1520 he was elected to the office of chaplaincy of the 

Dom in Rostock, which post he held until his evangelical 

teaching caused him tie leave towne t? He came to Rige (1522) 

where Knopken welcomed him as a brother in Christ. It soon 

became evident, however, that the two men differed much in 

peztsonality. Tegetmeyer’s methods were much wore radical 

than Knopken's. His parish, St. Jacob, hecaze the haven 
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for the overzealous. On one occasion he himself led en 

iconoclastic outburst and publicly stated that he would not 

be satisfied unless she monks end priests be driven out of 

town. © 

A particular interest in Tegetmeyer is prompted by 

his ciose contacts with Estonic. His influence upon the 

Lstonian reformation was so great thet the Estonian uobles | 

regarded Kim as the leadex of the whole movement. Eis life 

was actually in danger in 1525. At one occasion when the 

people of Tartu seemed to be getting out of hand, Yegetmeyer 

Was summoned from Rige to handle the situation, which he 

Gid by preaching the Word of Goa.t? 

iigichilor Hofmann, a controversial figure in spite of 

his title of the Apostle of Livonia, also contributed to 

the spread of the Reformation ideas in Estonia. Young : 

Melchior, born during the last decade of ths fifteenth 

century, was kept frou receiving a higher education by 

lack of fundse As a young man he cane under the influende 

or uysticism which left a mark upon ail his later teachings. 

In 1522 he embraced the teachings of luther. He shared the 

Reforuer's high regard for the Word of God but had a tea- 

dency to overemphesize the eschatological approach in preach=- 

ing. In fact at one time he endeavored to draw all his 

  

18 aantes, Ope Cites De 272s 

19ipid., Pe 2726



a? 

teachings from the ipocalyps. 

He had omch that pleased people. Ne was a simple 

layman, leather Qresser by trade, with spotless life and 

@ good appearance. He spoke with conviction snd fire. 

fhrough his fiery preaching the Lower classes became inter 

ested in ths Gospel." 

the extreme doctrines, however, did not make him popu . 

lay with the evangelical clergy. His teachings were under 

Goustant suspicion. At ons tine, to vindicate himself, 

Hofmann travellad all the way to Wittenberg to be examined 

by Luther. Both Luther and Bugenhagen aporoved of the 

2. x 3ut this brought only teachings he presented thera. 

temporary selief from the attacks. Latex, in bitterness 

toward.the evangelical preachers whom he called the ser 

vants of Satan, he tried to establish his own sects wherever 

he preached. 

Even though soms of Hofmann's later work was destruc- 

tive, Ustonia owes him a word of thanks for his labors in 

bringing the Reformation ideas to the unsophisticated. 

Before turning the attention to the Reformation itself, 

a few wowds must be said about the part that Luther hizself 

played in bringing his own ideas to the Baltic countries. 

A&G Lirst thore was no direct connection between the 
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evangelical preachers of Livonia and luther. On August 20, 

1522, Johann Lohmiiller, Secretary to the City of Riga, an 

unreliable character, approached Luther by letter, request- 

ing a word of encouragement from the Reformer. == Luther 

took his time with the reply--a month. Before Lohniiller's 

second Letter could reach the Reformer, a printed answer 

finally arrived (written in August, 1523; arrived in Noven= 

ber, 15235). It was addressed to: "Den auserwihlten lieben 

Freunden Gottes, allen Christen gu Riga, Reval und Dorpat 

in ivland, meinen lieben Herren und Briidern in Christo." 

In 1t Luther expressed joy that the pure teaching had reached 

the far corners of heathendom. He was happy to hear the 

firmness of their faith but warned them to remain true to 

the new confession and'to guard against false teachers. 

From the letter we see that he was aware of the local dis=— 

putes concerning the non-essentials. The advice of the 

Reformer was: Faith, Love, Hope are essential; if we keep 

them all the non-essentials will fall in line by then- 

selves.” 

Luther also dedicated the exposition of the one hundred 

twenty-seventh Psalm to "allen lieben Freunden in Christo 
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zu Riga."=* in February, 1524, Luther wrote to Spalatin: 

Das Evangelium geht auf und schreitet fort in Liviland, 
besonders bei den Rigensern, von denen ich klirzlich 
Briefe und einen Boten empfangen habe; so wiinderbar 
ist Christo.25 

From these words we seo that Luther definitely showed 

interest and was informed of the Reformation movement in 

the Baltic area. Much of the information came to hin, 

most likely, through his students. 

in this chapter consideration was given to the sources 

from which the Reformation ideas and evangelical spirit 

found the way to Estonia. The development of the movement 

itself follows in the next chapter. 
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GHAPTER V 

THR DEVELOPMGND OF THE REFROMATION 

MOVEMENT IN BSTONTIA 

The general pattern of the whole Reformation move=- 

ment followed these lines. An early success in large city 

parishes was followed by the spread of the movement to the 

1 The pattern usually called for a few country at Lerge.e 

out of town evangelical preachers who sowed the seed. As 

the movement gathered monentum the conservative clements 

usually rebelled. Quite often the champions of the Roman 

Catholic cause were the monks. ‘The hostilitics mounted 

steadily until the populace staged a destructive, icono- 

clastic outbreak which usually marked the turning point in 

the religious affiliation of the city. The Old Church, 

being disturbed if not destroyed, made room for the building 

or the new. 

in the early years the Reform movement, the evangelical 

cause, was not consciously identified with the teachings of 

iuther. it is certain that the ideas in essence came fron 
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luther, but they were applied independently by the local 

leadership. Due to the difficulties that Luther was ex- 

periencing in Germany, the local clergymen and civil loaders 

often took great pains to make it clear that they were no 

underlings of the Gorman Reformer but merely were trying to 

reform the abuses in the Church and to bring back the Gospel 

into the pulpit. 

Such an approach had its advantages and disadvantages. 

Jne of the most obvious of the latter was the lack of 

united effort from which the movement suffered sorely.? As 

an advantage, may be counted the soiiewhat tolerant attitude 

of the Order, the vassals, and even at tines the ecclesi-=. 

astical princes who underestimated the dimensions of the 

movement in the beginning. These early independent efforts 

soon attained some degree of unity, as in the case of the 

large cities, and Later welcomed conscious Lutheran leader 

ship. 

There is no doubt that the political and social en=- 

vironment in Estonia which has been treated already at 

length in chapter two, made the success of the Reformation 

possibis. There was no single force in Estonia that had 

the power and desire to wipe out the new ideas by force. 
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iiotably, the nobles protected the Reformation in order to 

weaken their perennial political opponents, the ecclesi« 

astical princes. The Livonian Order, remaining Roman Ceth= 

Olic to the ond, made no decisive effort to destroy the 

novenent but preferred to wait and see how the issue would 

be finally settled in Germany. This indecisive approach 

offered an invaluable opportunity for the New Teaching to 

take root, mature, and expand, 

The Reformation movement was entirely a Lutheran move 

ment, however, in the sense that it did not partake of the 

major Protestant disputes of Europe. To this dsy the over= 

whelming majority of the Estonian people is Iutheran. A 

iinor exception here was the sectarian approach by Nelchior 

Hofmenn and his followers, who, by the way, did not survive 

for long. 

One of the characteristics of the Estonian Reformation 

is the lack of outstanding leadership. It was more of a 

group effort than the accomplishment of one or a few in=- 

dividuels. This statement in no way is meant to discredit 

the efforts of the evangelical pastors who assumed local 

leadership. They worked hard and with devotion to the cause. 

in fact, it is hare to imagine the success of the movement 

mithaae! their labors. However, it is still true that no 

towering personalities can be found in the Estonian Refor= 

mation history. Johann Lange, Zacharias Hasse, and Hermann 

Marsow are best known of the reformers. But the fact that  
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their life stories are shrouded in mystery indicates the 

relative unimportance of their persons. 

Johann Lange was born in Germany; it is not known 

exactly where or even when.” He had previously belonged to 

the Prenonstrateansian Order. The extent of his theological 

preparation and the reason he Left Stade to como to Tallinn 

remain unknown. ® in 15235 Lange received the post of chap- 

laincy at St. Nicolus, where he preached regularly. This 

afforded an excellent opportunity to communicate his evangel= 

ical view to the people and win a following. In the sermons 

he was courageously polemical but also evangelical. Soon 

he was elevated to the regular pastorship cf the church. 

Next year he was instrumental in getting the first Evangel- 

ical Church government, which he was called to head, 

approved by the Clty Council (September, 1524).7 He worked 

the remainder of his life in Tallinn where he died (August, 

1551) and was buried. 

Probably soon after Lange's arrival in Tallinn, 

Zacharias Hasse joined him there. Of Hasse’s previous 

activities little else is known except that be used to preach 

in Braunsberg and Elbing. It is difficult to decide whether 

he was already under the influence of the New Teaching before 
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he arrived in Tallinn. it seems logical that this was the 

case. The fact that he brought along books may indicate 

that he used them and possibly was well educated.” Once in 

Tallinn, he assumed the duties of the chaplain at St. Olaf's 

Church. His evangelical preaching attracted a following 

who ousted the old pastor, Reinhold Grist, and replaced hin 

with. Hasse. He died in 1531 as a victim of the plague? 

@he only reformer in Estonia, or in Livonia for that 

natte:, who had studied directly under Luther was Hermann 

Mavsow. He was a Glergyman from Riga who had studied 

eurlier at the University of Greifsweld (1505-1507) from 

he matriculated at Wittenberg and from there moved to Partu   (1523). If it is trve that the evangelicals were already 

in Tartu, as Luther thought, then nothing is known about 

them. flarsow was a successful preacher and soon found hin= 

self in the pulpit at St. Hary's under the patronage of 

the. Small Guild.?° ‘the Bishop of Tartu banished him from 
the city the following summer. He moved to Tallinn, ++ 

Something has been said about Melchior Hofmann pre= 

viously and there will be an opportunity to hear of him again 
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in connection with the Reformation of Tartu. 

Some vecords indicate that Heinrich Bockhold was the 

evengslical preacher at the Church of the Holy Spirit in 

Tallinn. ‘The source, however, is not very reliable. Since 

practically nothing is known of his activity, the question 

ase of the historicity of his person has been vaise The 

existence of an svangelical preacher by the name of Johann 

Nassien, supposedly an assistant of Lange at St. Nicholus, 

is even more doubsfu1.* 

These few men carried the Reformation ideals in theiz 

heart end on their lips. There nust have beon many others 

of wiom nothing is known today. 

che development of the Refornation movement in the 

Gities will mow be considered. Tallinn is-‘our starting 

point. Whe reader knows already that the city tolerated or 

rather enjoyed the evangelical sermons of Lange and Hasse 

already since 1523. ‘The Roman Catholic cultus, however, 

was continued in the Cathedral and the monasteries. It be= 

cane cbvilous that sooner or later the two types of theology 

would Glash. By the early part of 1524 the situstion had 

becoue so sexious that the Cit7 Council proposed a theo 

logical debate between the monks and the evangelicals to 

settle the differences. ‘This the former déélined, explain- 
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ing that they were not allowed to debate on doctrinal mat= 

ters.** 

Knowing public opinion and having lost their love for 

the money hungry Dominicans, the City Council decided to 

reform the monastery. On April 9, 1524, the Council delivered 

instructions to Prior Johann Buxstrup to have all Roman Cath~- 

olic preaching in the vernacular stopped. The pure Gospel 

was allowed to be proclaimed in German. +? fhe Council also 

required the reduction of the number of religious holidays 

so that the workers could earn enough to make a living. 

Naturally the Roman Gatholic authorities objected. They 

complained to Wolter von Plettenberg, the Master of the 

Livonian Order, accusing the city of heretical tendencies 

and of the violation of the rights of the monastic establish= 

ments. *® Plettenberg responded with a letter to the city, 

requesting that (1) the Gospel be preached in the cause of 

general peace and wellbeing; (2) monks be treated with 

respects; and (5) peasants be encouraged to obey their masters.~? 

Zo this the City Council promptly replied in the name of 

"Christlichen Gemeinde der Stadt," assuring the Order that 
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nothing objectionable was taught by the evangelicals: no 

heresy was proclaimed, only the message of psace and brotherly 

love aboundea. +8 

Meanwhile the Dominicans were not idle. Seeing that 

they were not effectively protected from the reforms, they 

began to carry the wealth of the monastery out of the city. 

Whon the Gity Council received word of this activity, it 

ordered an immediate inventory of all the nonks® property. 

When property still disappeared, in sollte of repeated ware 

ings, all of it was confiscated, the basenent of St. 

Cathrin's nonastexy was turned into a storehouse for nuni= 

tions and the monks were anked to house the sick upstairse 

While the Yominicans were "saying their souls while casing 

for the sick," the Cistercian mms at St. Michacl were also 

exporlencing the effects of the Reformation. Thelr vors 

were declared yoid and they were permitted to marry. Their 

noble relatives, however, did not approve of marrlages to 

commoners. In fact they demanded that the nuns be sent back 

and the men involved be oumished. The nobles of Harjumaa— 

Virumaa drafted a letter requesting the Oilers te enforce 

"justice." Oheracteristically Plettenberg preferred to take 

no action except to walter? It was obvious that the pre=- 

lates and the Livonian Order were without power against 

the growine cities. 
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Finally Plettenberg decided to raproach the city by 

letter. He insisted that all the treasures of the monastery 

be returned inmediately and the nuns be forced to return 

to celibate lifs. This Lotter proved to be the match that 

started the explosion. It was read to the public on the 

tenth of September, 1524. When the citizens of Tallinn 

heard the contents of the letter they turned in rage upon 

the Roman Church propexty. Within three hours a crowd of 

Gexrusns and Estonians stormed the Dominican monastery, the 

Chuvch of the Holy Spirit, and St. Olaf's Church. St. 

iicolus escaped destruction narrowly. Many invaluable 

obdects of art were destroyed and mich of the treasure was 

earzicd off. The mob stopped only when there was nothing 

Left, to pull apazy.=° 

It became obvious thet some sort of an orderly prosran 

for the “vangelicel Church was needed. To fill the need, 

the reformers propared a plan for the organization of the 

Svangelical Ghurch on city-wide scale. Der Entwurf christ- 

Licher Ordnung im kirehlichen Regiment provided that a 
  

superintendent be named for the churches of the city with 

powers to appoint or discharge the clergy (with the approval 

of the coumeil). From henceforth divine services were to 

be conducted in Estonian om German, and the treasures of. 

the churches used for the relief of the poor. The management 
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of the financial affairs of the Church was entrusted to a 

council of eight laymen. The acceptance of the plani by 

the City Council definitely established the organization of 

the Iivangelical Church in the city. From then on the in- 

fluence of the Reformation penetrated into all aspects of 

daily lite.“ 

in the early part of the next year the Dominicans 

monestery had its downfall. The monks started it by trying 

to hide their property in the homes of the citizens. An 

angry Clty Council sentthen the ultimatum: either they 

accept the evangelical faith and become useful citizens or 

leave town. Many persisted in their faith and moved out 

within an hour. : z 

By this tine the ecclesiastical force of the city was 

evangelical, excepting the Cistercian nunnery in the lower 

part of town and of course the Cathedral where Roman Cath 

olic services still continued. ‘The arrangement of having 

Homan and evangelical services legally existing side by 

side became the characteristic phenomenon in Livonia after 

the Reformation. 

In Tartu the Reformation movement experienced greater 

difficulties than in Tallinn. There were many reasons for 

this, the main one being the person of Bishop Blankenfeld. 
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Educated in Berlin and Bologna, the ecclesiastical jurist 

Was as able as he was ambitious. He was known to be an 

enemy of the cities and suspicious of all heretical move— 

ments which might further the power of the City Council. 

The enthusiastic preaching of Hofmann and the riots that 

it incited did not help the orderly formation of an Evangel- 

ical Church Government either.-? 

in the beginning Bishop Blankenfeld was successful in 

arresting the spread of the Reformation as he forced the 

banishnent of Hermann Marsow, the first Iutheran preacher 

in Tartu. Beat in the fall of 1524 Nelchior Hofmann settled 

in the city and began his radical preaching activity. This 

layman's enthusiastic approach togé¢éther with a thorough 

‘nowledge of the Seriptures, proved very successful.-* 

Blankenfeld thought that all he had to do was to banish 

Hofmann to stamp out the new disturbance. This, however, 

did not prove to be the case. When an attempt was made to 

arrest Hofmann on January 7, 1525, as he was preaching, the 

congregation interfered and a tumult resulted. It turned 

into an iconoclatie outbreak. The evangelicals foreed their 

way into St. Mary's and lifted Hofmann into the pulpit. The 

Roman service which had been in progress was interrupted 

and the priest together with the choir chased out. The 
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next target of the angry mob was St. John’s. Church histo=- 

pian Leonid Arbusow deseribes the activity thus: 

Der aus Biirger und jungen Geselien bestehende Haufe, 
dex sich gewiss auch durch Zulauf proletarischer un- 
deutscher Dlemente rasch vergrisserte, stlirmte auch 
die zwelte Pfarrkirche zu 5t. Johann, hob die Altiére 
aus, sexrbrach die Helligenbilder, demolierte die Orgel 
und ibezgab alles dem auf den Markt lohenden Scheiter— 
haufen. 25 

Also the Dominican monastery of St. Mary-Magdalene and the 

Franciscan nunnery were disturbed. In the latter, in spite 

of the tears of the women, 

Schleier und Kopftticher wurden abgerissen, einige aus 
der Schar an den Haaren aus ihren Zellen zogen und 
der ganse Konvent aus dem Hause getricben. 

4& few days Later (January 10, 1525) two hundred mon were 

attacking the Cathedral and the bighop's residence. ‘They 

were forced by gunfire to retreat. The incident claimed 

two German and two Estonian lives, and about twonty were 

wounded. Soon church bells were ringing in the lower part 

of the city, calling for a new attack upon the Cathedral. 

In a few hours its doors were broken dowm and destruction 

prevailed. Even crucifixes were not spared. Tartu had 

reached a point of no returns; no reconciliation with the 

Roman Church was possible. The City Gouncil addressed a 

letter to Plettenberg, explaining the situation, asking for 

help in restoring peace, and accusing Bishop Blankenfeld of 
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violating the liberty of the citizens. Again Plettenberg 

took no action, except to assure the city that their Bishop 

meant no harm. 

the Mayors together with the City Council approached 

Tegetmeyer of Riga and requested him to come and restore 

peacee He preached in Tartu for four weeks, beginning 

February 1, 1525. Although the tention between Bishop 

Blankenfeld (the Roman Church) and the city continued for 

some time, a more settled state of affairs was reached when 

Tartu adopted an Evangelical Church Organization sinillar to 

that of Zallinn.*? ‘he information on further development 
of the Reformation in Tartu is seanty. It is told that the 

Roman services were no longer attended by the citizens. The 

mnonis who were sent out of town, dould return only if they 

gave up their vows and were married. Later on the Dominican 

monastexy was used as an armory, and the Franciscan abode 

as a lime kiln, both of which had probably served earlier 

ag hospitals. All church income was placed into a common 

treasury from where the evangelical pastors received their 

salary. Beginning with 1526 a regulated relief program 

was established. 

@he theological battles that raged in Tartu at the time 

were caused by Melchior Hofmann's peculiar allegorical and 

eschatological sermons. In the beginning his teachings 
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seemed tc be Lutheran enough, but soon the chiliastic 

ideas created an uproar. Interestingly enough, in politics 

28 which was in sharp contrast Hofmann preached quictisn, 

to the happenings in the city. He was most vehemently 

against all ceremonies and oral confession before the 

Sacrament, but he strongly favored the preaching of sanctifi- 

cation. As time passed, his teachings on the Lord's Supper 

secned te be closer to Karlstadt than Imther. Besides, his 

nany battles with the fellow clergymen convinced him that 

the evangelicals were even more dangerous enemies of Carist 

than the Church of Rome. He was sure that a formal theo=- 

logical education disquelified a man for the work of the 

ministry. 29 

As a result of an open attack fron the pulpit on the 

Mayor's daughter, concerning some ornaments she was wear=- 

ing, Hofmann was asked to leave Tartu and never to return 

(1526). In all probability this was for the good of the 

Evangelical Church here. He travelled to Tallinn, Sweden, 

Denmark, and finally to Germany. Because of his Anabaptist 

views, which he later adopted, he was put in prison in 

Strassburg (1553) where he stayed for the rest of his life 

(a. 1543).9° 
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The Hofmann case was, no doubt, the most acute doctrinal 

controversy of the Reformation within the evangelicel camp 

in Estonia. 

Very little information is available on the Reformation 

mhovenent in smaller towns. In April of 1524 or possibly 

already earlier, evangelical preaching appeared in Narva. 

The movement was most likely an offshoot from Zallinn. The 

names of the carly preachers are unimown. Soon differences 

developed with the Dominicans in connection with the build 

ing of a new monastery. ‘The citizens of Narva sought help 

from Plettenberg. Already in the fall of 1524 the Doninicans 

had given up the building project. There is no further 

mention of them in connection with Narva. By 1532 the 

community was definitely won by the Reformation for its 

name appeared in a list of small evangelical towns. The 

first known evangelical preacher there was Ambrosius Zoege 

(15327) .94 
In New-Parnu, the fourth largest city in Livonia, the 

Gity Gouncil was at first unfavorably disposed toward the 

new movement. The news about the first evangelical preach— 

ing here is uncertain. It is possible that the preacher's 

mame was Johann Eck (Hycken or Meke). ‘the iconoclastic 

uprising in March, 1526, the last one in Livonia, marks a 

definite outward break with the 01d Church order. An 
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evangelical pulpit was established here by Black—heads, 

& German merchant Guild. In 1550 pastor Johann Swaning 

freely proclaimed the Gospel in New-Parnu. 32 

Sy 1526 most of the small Estonian towas had embraced 

the Lutheran faith. The few exceptions, Hapsalu, O1d~ 

Purnu, and Saaremaa, surrendered to the movement within a 

few yoars.°> 

So tux little has been said about the attitude of the 

nobles (vassals) toward the Reformation. On the whole the 

political and economic calculations determined their actions. 

From this rule exceptions must be allowed. Generally, in 

the beginning the nobles favored the Reformation movement 

for they saw in it a force that would weaken the ecclosic:: 

astical rulerse’' On July 17, 1924, a number of then banded 

together in the north and decided to answer the frantic 

pleas for help from Tartu. The motto of the vassals was: 

"Das Wort Gottes bleibt evi. 039 

Although it is said that their stand was merely con— 

ditioned by their desire to stand against the prelates, their 

leader, Jiirgen Ungern, was definitely a conscientious evangel- 
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ical.”° When the nobles realized that the Iatheran teach- 

ing would bring about social changes which eventually would 

demand more frecdom for the peasants and thus hurt not only 

  

the Catholic prelates but also themselves, they tumed 

against the movement. Unly somewhat later, mostly in the i 

middie of the sixteenth century, and then very cautiously, 

they, too, became Lutherans.?? 

the peasants, the only thoroushly native alement in 

Estonia, were introduced to the Reformation early. The 

ideas most Likely spread fom the cluies, through market 

38 Preachers also vent out places end travelling salesnen. 

anions the farmezs to vroclaim the message of the Gospel. 

Hention is made of such preaching already from 1524. There 

were some peasant uprisings near Tallinn and Narva et the 

time. The bishop's residence was burnt dow in Harjumaa. 

—
 

fn the Narjumaa-Virumaa region peasants put the Reformation 

slogans to practical use. Whey demanded a right to choose 

their own pastors, the abolition of corporal punishment, and 

free use of forests and waters. These demands must heave 

been patterned after the Twelve Articles of the German 

peasants. This assumption is probably correct since a copy 
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of the Articles was found in the archives of PoLlinn, >? 

iiso Blankonfeld complained that near Tartu the peasants 

were poisoned with ideas that prompted them to disregard 

40 the peasant movement, howe their obligations and. taxese 

G¥er, SOO Worse out without percipltating inte a full 

scale peasants" revolt. Of course the nobles did not 

know that beforshand, and regarded the movement with fear. 

Someone has said that the only important result of these 

uprisings was the alionation of nobles from the cities and 

the teachings of Imthor, Tne weiter is inclined to ugsree 

with this statement. 

Fron tae theological point of view the peasants remeined 

strangers to the Heformation for a while to coms. The only 

way Go make an impression upon the country folk: was to 

supply them with evangelical preaching and teaching in the 

vernacular, Shis was not done adequately in the vbaginning. 

fuelr outward evangelization came when the nobles became 

evangelical. Zo the peasant, in most cases, this asent oa 

change in pasters and in the order of service weich bs did 

not understand in the first place. It is entirely probable 

that many Zstonian peasants were directly won for Christ 

from paganism even though they and their ancestors had been 
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members ox the Ghristiun Church for centuriss. ‘The seven- 

teenth century is often heid to be the date of the evangel- 

ization of the countryside, but an outstanding Estonian 

church historian asserts that it was only through the activity 

of the pletistic Moravian Brethren (1734¢2.) that evangol~ 
ical Christianity became a living experience for the 

Estonian peasants. 9 

“his briefly covers the development of the Reformation 

movenert in Satonia. ‘The Estonians and the Germans living 

in the cities, under the leadership of incoming evangelists, 

embraced the Reformation first. Slowly tae nobles also 

accepted the evangelical faith and in turn made the Gospel 

available to the peasants. The underprivileged farmers and 

farmiorkers were the las% in stonis to be affected by the 

teachines of Dz. Nartin luther. 

  

“Solag sild, Besti kizilulueu vanimest sjest olevikunt 
(Tartu: nepes 1938)_ De e 

   



  

CHAPTER VI 

INMSDIATH RESULIS OF THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT 

  When a major movement, andi the Reformation certainly 

Was one, sweeps she country major changes may be oxpected 

te occur. Thevofore, i+ is somewhat startling to hear that 

"it (the Reformation) made rapid progress without, however, 

affecting seriously the relationship between the now Luth- 

wb In evan Ooarmen pastor aud his Estonian consregation. 

other northern countries the Reformation was closcly con-— 

nected with uationalistic aspirations. It usually created 

| & natlonsl church and produced a vernacular literstuze. ) 

Often the Bible was alnuost immediately translated into the 

native tongue, founding the modern writton language of the 

country. Thus, for example, the Finns, close and good ; 

| neighbors of the Bstonians, were able to have their own New 

Testament translation al veady by 1548 (the Eishop Mikall 

) Agricola's bransaltion).* 

Things were different in Livonia and Bstonia. Tho 

foreign leadership (German) in the country was not orinarily 

interested in the development of the natives. This is borne 
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out by the fact that the Estonians hed to wait over a 

century longer than their neighbors in the North befors 

they could have the Gospels in the only language they 

really kneuv. 

Also on the political seene the influence of the 

Reformation on Mstonia differed radically from her neishbors. 

Instead of helping to centralize the political power, it 

loosened the grip of those who ruled the land. The lords 

of the land, the ecclesiastical princes and the Livonian 

Order, were dependent upon the Roman Gatholic faith. Onee 

that was broken, mich of the power was transferred te the 

large number of nobles and cities. The only chance for a 

unified Livonia seemed to be in Wolter von Plettenborg's 

becoming an evangelical secular ruler, mich like the Grand 

Master Albrecht of Prussiae Whatever the reasons may have 

been, personal, roligious, or plain traditionslistic, this 

Gid not occur. Thus the by-product of the Reformaticn was 

& Gonplete political disintegration which left the country 

vulnerable to fereign attacks at a time when military pro- 

tection was urgently needed. 

Theologically speaking, it is hard to he specific 

about the period immediately following the Reformation. It 

is traé that the bishops, cathedrals, and some Franciscan 

monasteries were still there but they really belonged to a 
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structure that had already collapsed. The now Evangelical 

Church, however, had not developed enough to take the place 

of the Old Church. It is probably correct to describe the 

situation as the funeral of the Roman power and the child~ 

hood of the Iutheran Church. One thing was certain, the 

Roman Catholic power had no chance of recovery in Estonia.” 

Since the Reformation had been mostly a political 

movement outside the cities, the high officials were not 

excited by the religious differences that obteined. This 

explains why there was almost no bloodshed as the new move- 

ment took over, nor were there any pyres for heretics as 

in Protestant Geneva. Both Lutheran and Catholic nobles 

lived as good neighbors in peace.” Even the evangelical 

members of the Clty Councils found it easy to work with 

their colleagues who had remained Roman Catholic. 

What has been said so fer does not imply that the 

Reformation did not bring anything new with it. On the 

contrary, many innovations occurred. Also many new problems 

were created that needed immediate attention. 

One of the immediate problems was the lack of evangel— 

ical pastors. Already in the days of the Roman Church there 
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had been a shortage of clergymen; now the situation becane 

extremely acute. Where to find a sufficient number of 

pastors who knew the language of the people and also had 

firm evangelical convictions? During the turbulent twenties 

of the sixteenth century few students had studied abroad 

and there were no schools at home where they could obtain 

theie theological training. 

‘mother problem was the building of a sound economic 

foundation for che evangelical parishes. Much of the 

responsibility was shouldered by the enlishtened nobles 

who, however, demanded the right of patronage. Ey that the 

evangelical pastor became merely the hirelinsg of the 

Vassal in whom the peasant had Little confidence. Many of 

the administrative problems in the Church were not, and 

probably could not be, solved at the time. They hed te wait 

until the Swedish Beriod.” 

The senool system was one of the most imnortant issues 

with which the evengolicals had to deal. As in the middle 

ages so alse during the new era the Church in Sstoniea was 

the champion of education. The Iutheran Church was particu- 

larly interested in bringing the level of education higher 

because it believed that every person had the risht to the 

privilege of reading the Word of God himself in his qun 

language. With due respect for previous Homan Catholic 
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efforts, the imtheran Church was really the father of the 

widespread educational progrem for the natives of Estonia.’ 

The Roman Catholic schools noar parishes were evangelized. 

New omes were added to offer adequate opportunity for the 

children in the cities. In the country, however, the 

peasant's children were largely unschooled at the time. In 

larger cities as Tartu and Pallinn, the Latin Schools offered 

training in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, singing, rhetoric, and 

other subjects. These schools prepared young men for 

university training in ecclesiastical or secular fields. 

Zhe Latter was gaining popularity fast 1n the post~Reforna- 

tion era. Of course, no university training was available 

at this time in Estonia. The mature educational facilities 

in theology became available for the Gstonians later when 

the Swedish King Gustavus II Adolphus founded the University 

of Tartu on the eve of bis death (1632).? This institution 
of higher Learning becane the primary source of Lutheran 

clergymen in Estonia. 

The topic of education in the post-Reformation Estonia 

suggests one of the important contributions of the Reforna= 

tion to the culture of the nation: the printed @stonian 
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language. As can easily be surmised, in the early years 

after the Reformation there was an urgent need for a 

catechisn. The Reformation period produced two of them-— 

a worthy contribution for the training of the young and old 

alike. At present it is believed that the first book pub- 

lished in the Estonian language was Wanradt—Koell's Catechisn. 

It was published by Hans lufft in Wittenberg on August 25, 

1535. Only a few pages of this work have survived which 

makes it possible to identify it as a Lutheran catechism but 

not that of Dr. Nartin Imther himself. The text was in two 

languages; Simon Wanradt prepared the German text and Johann 

Koell provided the Estonien translation. ‘The book has more 

historical than practical value. Due to the many errors 

it contained, the City Council of Tallinn ordered the work 

10 Almost twenty years destroyed soon after its publication. 

later (1554) pastor F. Witte of Tartu published a Lutheran 

Catechism which was nore extensively used. The transla= 

tion of the Bible into the vernacular does not, unfortunately, 

fall into the immediate post-Reformation period. The first 

Estonian New Testament, Vastne Testament, appeared in 1686 
  

in the southern dialect. Its counterpart in the north had 

to wait until 1715. The manuscript of this work is extant 

in the Royal Library of Sweden. It is commonly lmown as the 
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Stockholm manuscript. Its translator, Heinrich Gutsleff, 

based the work on the original text. Up to this time the 

Estonians still did not have the entire Bible in the vernacu= 

lar. ‘The situation wes remedied when Anton Thor-Helle pub-= 

lished the first Piibli Raamat, the complete Bible in 1739. 

Of other theological literature we mention Heinrich Stahl's 

Kasi~ ja Koduraamat (1652-1638), a Christian handbook for 
  

the home containing prayers, hymns, and Seripture selections; 

Nartin Luther's Cstechism and Gospels and Epistles (1652) 

by Joachim Rossihnius; and The New Estonian Hymnal (1656), 

edited by Abraham Winkler. 

It is interesting to note that the doctrinal unity 
anons the clergy was not regulated by a norm such as the 

Augsburg Confession. ‘The City Council made sure that the 

individual preachers did not deviate from the doctrine of 

the "Wittenberg Vatherse"*? Not all the cities had the same 

type of liturgy or common service books. They all con= 

sidered themselves to be united by the belief of Justifica- 

tion of Faith.++ to detailed discussion of the doctrinal 

position of the Church is possible because of the lack of 

written records and the great disunity from congregation to 

congregation. In order to promote greater unity in teaching, 
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the City Council made it a practice to send preachers from 

tine to time to Wittenbers for further study. Thus as 

time went on, close ties were established with Wittenberg 

and Dr. Luther himself. In 1531, there was a plan to call 

8 spiritual evangelical supervisor for Livonia to regulate 

and coordinate the ecclesiastical affairs. This plan did 

1G The lack of unity was at tines not materialize, however. 

aggravated by wandering evangelical preachers who befriended 

the people and them preached against the local pastors, 

purely from selfish motives.!? Professional jealousy and 

personal pride sometimes stood in the way of closer Christian 

unity and fellowship. 

She victory ef the Reformation was recognized by the 

Gatholic authorities when at the Diet of Wolmar (January 

17, 1554)*% they sanctioned that every man had the right to 

choose his own church affiliation. In 1555 George Sieberg 

von Wischlingen signed the Peace of Augsburg as a repre- 

sentative of Livonia, "which act may be interpreted as a 

sanction of the Reformation in Estonia. "22 
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Now that the lutheran Church was officially established 

in Estonia, inquiry must be made as to who the people were 

that made up the Church. ‘The cities had been in the evangel- 

ical camp from the beginning; the nobles had by this time 

joined the evangelical ranks, but the peasants were still 

far removed from the Reformation ideals, even thoush their 

names appeared on the rosters of evangelical parishes. 

The first phase of the lutheran Church in Estonia was 

Coming to an end but not everything was yot eccomplished. 

It remained for the Swedish perlod to establish a practical 

chureh organization, for the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries to bring Christ Crucified to the Estonian peasants, 

and for the twentieth century to allow the Lutheran Church 

in Estonia to become the Lutheran Church of Estonia. 

This concludes the review of the problems and eccomplish=- 

ments of the imuediate post=-Reformation period. It is readily 

adnitted that the discussion has not touched all the aspects 

of the poriod. The writer hopes, however, that none of the 

important issues have been neglected. 

 



  

CHAPTER VII 

HISTORICAL OVERVINW OF LUTHERANISM IN ESTONIA 

Much that is said in the chaptex at hand is not 

directly connected with the Reformation uovement in Estonia. 

Eut as no movement can and does exist entirely independently, 

as in a vacuum, the inclusion of this chapter which sketches 

the history of more than four eventful centuries that fol- 

lowed tho Reformation movement is in order. Besides, there 

are many seeds that took root in the sixteenth century and 

only much later grew to fruition. The reader is certainly 

entitled to hear of the far reaching results of the move= 

Henc even though they are separated from 1% by great inter- 

vals of time. Finslly, the chapter will serve as a wider 

context for those who are not quite fariliar with the his- 

tory of the Estonian people. 

in the previous chapter an attenpt was made te portray 

the disintegration of the ruling powers as one of the 

results of the Reformation. There were many lords in 

Bstonia in the middle of the sixteenth century but none 

powerful enough to protect the whole country in case of 

foreign attack. When Ivan IV, "The Cruel," became lord of 

Moscow and annexed the title of Czar of Russia, he decided 
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on 8n expansion program to the weste- in the beginning of 

1558 the Russians launched a persistent attack on Estonia. 

Without too much difficulty they were soon the proud poses= 

sors of Tartumaa, Viljandimsa, Jarvamusa, and Viromaa. In 

the beginning of the hostilities little interest was shown 

by those nobles and rulers who were not imncdiately involved. 

Now, however, a general panic swept the country. Everyone 

tried to procure foreign military aid. The Enperor was 

approached in Germany with the result of a letter of en~ 

Couragoment. Hanseatic League did not show greater resource= 

fulness. ‘The only netions that showed interest were Estonia's 

Closer neighbors who seemed to have personal designs in nind. 

At any rate, Denmark purchased from the Bishop of Saaremaa- 

iédnenaa his holdings in 1559. Sweden acquired Tallinn 

together with Harjumaa-Virumaa, and the Livonian Order 

placed its territoxy in the south under the protection oz 

the Poland-Lithuanian Kingdom. By the end of 1561 the German 

coloniel power in Livonia in general and in Estonia in partie- 

‘ular had come to a sad end. ‘The years that followed were | 

filled with bloodshed and destruction of property. The suce 

cessive wars, one of the important ones being the Northern 

War of 1553-1570, reduced the number of contending powers. 
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By 1585 thers were only two left: Sweden and Poland-Lithuania, 

the former ruling the Northern part in Bstonia, the latter 

the cities of Tartu, Viljandi, and P'rnu together with the 

territory of southern Estonia.” This brotestant-Catholic 

curtain halved the country until the whole territory became 

the possession of King Gustav II Adolf's forces in 1629, 

It goes without saying that the development of the 

Refornation movement was almost slowed to a standstill when 

the hostilities began.‘ But as conditions settled somewhat, 

new and real progress was made in North Estonia. What the 

Lutheran Church in Estonia most needed was a clearly defined 

church onganigation. This became a reality when Kristian 

Agricola, Bishop of Estonia (1584-1586) and son of the famous 

tlikal Agricola gave reality to the growing demand. Later, 

under the mule of Gustavus IIT Adolphus, speedy prosress 

was made in spiriimal as well as secular spheres of life. 

Under the able and conscientious leadership of Swedish 

Bishop Johannes Rudheckius definite improvenents were devised 

within the Church. Annuel synods.were scheduled, regular 

visitations to parishes planned, the tithe was re-established, 

a consistory was created to offer local esdership in the 

Church, and certain minimum academic requirements were 
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established for pastors, one being that a candidate was 

required to have a sufficient knowledge of the vernacular 

to make it possible for him to preach in it. 

in the south, however, different conditions obtained. 

When the Order surrendered its territory to Poland- 

Lithuania, it obtained favorable terms for the local nobles. 

The Privilegium Sigismundi Augusti granted the vassals the 

following privileges: assurance of retaining the Augsburg 

Gonfession, self-government in ecclesiastical affairs, 

German Law, and the general privileges of nobility.© After 

1582 the promises were forgotten and a systematic re-Cathol- 

icization was promoted by the overlords. Also the Jesuits 

cane to Tartu (1585) in order to work for the Roman Catholic 

cause. The occasional wars and the zelatively short dura 

tion of the Folish~Lithuanian occupation did not, howover, 

bring about any lasting results.” 4s already mentioned, 

the whole fistonian territory came under the Swedish rule 

in 1629. Nany innovations stand out in the joint Swedish 

period. 

The nobles lost much of their power together with the 

right of patronage. Pastors were appointed by secular 

powers, making them independent servants of their flock. 

The last quarter of the seventeenth century produced 
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& network of schools in the country, The subjects taught 

were reading, Bible study, Catechism, memorizing of prayers 

and hymns. This project, in spite of its potential, was 

slow to get started. At first the peasants regarded the 

schools with reserve if not suspicion, and the nobles did 

everything in their power to prevent the Estonian peasants 

from acquiring an education. They needed laborers in their 

fields. Also the physical facilities were often fer fron 

desirable.? But it was a brave beginning of a force that 

evontually produced the Iutheran Church of Estonia. 

The seventeenth century was crowned in 1692 with the 

Suedish Church Statute of 1686.7 Some authorities regard 

this statute as one of the most outstanding legislative 

acts in its field at the time.?? 
The founding of the Lutheran University in Tartu and 

the development of Wstonian religious literature and 

philological study of the vernacular in general was the 

outstanding achievements of the Swedish regime. The gen=- 

eral characteristic of this period was the spiritual en=- 

lightenment of the Estonians. “By the encouragement and 

help of the . . . Protestant rulers of Sweden, the Lutheran 

  

Sipid., pe 161. 

Igaen Olvet-Jansen, editor, Pihendusteos (Apophoreta 
Tartuensia) (Stockholm, Sweden: Eesti Teaduslik Selts 
Rootsis, 1949), pe. l. 

10; - Torma, The Church in Hstonia (New York: World 
Association of Sstonians, inCe, Jo De De



  

  

  

83 

Church was firmly established in Estoni 

fhe promising development of the cultural ond spiritual 

forces was suddenly halted by she Great Northern War (1700— 

1721). When the fighting was all over, Estonia was under 

antl 

the Russian occupation that was destined to extend into 

the twentieth century. The immediate effect of the Russian 

rule was the worsening of the lot of the peasant as the 

German nobleman xegained his powers. In the following 

decades the lutheran clergyman played an important paxrt in 

the struggle for social justice and human rights. 

Even the Russian period had its spiritual significance. 

After the war, the pietistic Noravians appeared in Estonia. 

Their leader and protector, Count Zinzendorf, made a per= 

sonal visit to Tallinn (1736). He was favorably received 

and so were the Moravian brethren. Their unassuming friend- 

liness, concern for the lowly, and sincere approach made 

an impression upon the common man that was not easily for= 

gotten. It is said that in Saaremaa where the Bedthnen were 

particularly successful, not one criminal case was heard in 

the courts within a five year period. The Iutheran Church 

was divided in its attitude toward the pietistic visitors. 

Some pastors were eager to coliaborate; others were pub-— 

licly hostile. The nobles did not like the poor wanderers 

nor their activity among their peasants. Under the influence 

  

1iaantee, Ope Citey De 2770



54 

of the nobles, the Russian government outlawed the movee 

ment (1743) but could not destroy it. Later the Brethron 

were again siven a free hand in their work (1764) 22 The 

pietistic movenent reached its peak of popularity in the 

first half of the nineteenth century and since then has 

Slowly diminished in influencee The Estonians who joined 

the Brethren usually retained their mombership in the 

tutheran Shurch. >? 

serlous @iffieulties arose in the middle of the nine= 

teenth contury when the Russian governuent started its 

policy of Russification. The Orthodox Church was used as 

& tool. We quote a contemporary account to show what type 

of proselytizing was used. 

an aray of Greek priests was sent into the provinces. 
» e « Promises of material advantages were held out 
--freedon from taxes, even exemption from military 
organizations and other favours--toOwards all who 
would conform to the dominant faith; and these bribes, 
which we may say, in passing, were not, and were never 
meant to be fulfilled, wom over not a fewe 

The Russification developed into e full seale persecution 

of Imtherans. It hit hardest those who in a moment of 

weelmess changed their faith and then found that the law 

prohibited them from returning to their owm faith. This was 
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an international issue; the Council of Evangelical Alliance 

took steps to bring about a chenge in Russian policy. Bunt 

even in the yoars of persecution the Lutheren Church in 

Hstonia was a legel veligious body. In 1832 Czax Nicholas I 

had sanctioned the statute of the Bvangelical Lutheran 

Vhurch in Russia, Livonia being one eighth of the entire 

Lutheran church thers. A complete codification of the 

stetutes ond decrees of the Evangelical Imtheran Church in 

Estonia was published and approved. ‘The Greek Orthodox 

faith was the official religion in the Empire but the Iuth- 

erans were allowed to exist as a sect. 

A truly Laportant event for the Lutheran Church in 

istonia was the establishaent of the independent Republic 

of Estonia together with an independent Estonian Bvangel~< 

ical Imtheran Church. ‘he Second General issembly of the 

Church met in September, 1919, and approved the Constitu- 

tion for the new Imtheran Ghurch. The Constitution states 

that the Estonian Evangelical iutneran Church is a free 

pecple's church, and as such an autonomous body. Its teach- 

ing is based upon the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments, and the Symbolical books of the Evangelical 

imtheran Church*® which have been accepted into Liber 
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Concordiae (paragraph 4).1? ‘the church was to be headed by 
a bishop, who as it happened, was usually consecrated into 

office by the Swedish Archbishop. Paragraph eight of the 

Constitution stated: "There is no State-Church in Estonia, "48 

We underscore the last statement because there is generally 

a lack of information in this matter. It is of importance 

to note that the leadership of the Church fell, by election, 

into the hands of the Estonian clergymen. ‘The number of 

native clergymen was gradually growing until the Germans 

formed only a minority district within the Estonian Church. 

Theologically one could discern three main currents: -pie= 

tintie-conservative, the confessional, and the Lliberal- 

protestant wings. The confessional sroup by far outnumbered 

the ethers and thus supplied the leadership for the Church. 19 

At the time of the founding of the Estonian Evangel- 

ical Lutheran Church it was Geaided that all menbers of the 

Lutheran Churches in Nstonia be assumed to hold membexship 

in the new church unless they cancelled their membership by 

letter. In 1937 the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church 

ha@ a membership of eight hundred fifty-one thousand, 247% 

per cent of whon had communed during that year.=° 

© went aes oe eens   amet 
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lio atcenmpt is made to count the blessings that came 

upon the Church during the years between 1917 and 1940, 

except to say thas the Church in Mstonia became the Church 

of ths Estonian people wheres the truth of the Reformation 

prevailed. 

This happy Church has sings had to live in captivity 

and exile. The years of 1940 and 1941. broushkt to Estonia 

the Russian occupation forces. The Russians did all short 

of outlawing the lutheran Church. ‘The Govermuent’s attitude 

Was accurately portrayed by these pronouncements in the 

official comuunist press. 

cr
 Gn Nexch 7, 1941 the Rahve Ha8l heé this to say: 

4il xeligions ars hostile to commnism. Religion is 
the adversary of evary kind of progress and science. 
teligion will mot by iteslf vanish from human: con- 
sciousness. On the contrary, to overcome religion, 
patient and hard educational work must be carried 
out among the masses. It will take a Long time to 
Liquidate it from the human minds, It is our duty 
to explain systenatically every day the pernicious=- 
ness of religion aud of religious ideas, It is 
necessary to create all over the country an all=- 
Gmbxacing net of the League of Anti-Religious Fighters. 
The communist party, trade unions and organizations 
of comaunistie youth must in every way assist the 
League of Anti-Religious Fighters.2L 

The Soviet Culture had this to say in 1940: 

it is obvious that socialism and religion have nothing 
in common, since thoy ere two things quite opposite 
to each other. Roligion obscures the mind and dupes 
the people. It cannot bo tolerated in the country of 
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the proletarian dictatorship that antiscocialist, 
reactionary, and ignorant ideas are allowed to spread 
freely. The Soviet State which protests the interests 
of the people, does not permit free propaganda of 
religious ideas, since this intoxicates the workers’ 
consciousness.22 

The hostile attitude of the communists prompted them to 

abolish the great festivals of the church year. Martin 

inther was accused of having "fought a bloody battle 

against peasants making the ‘reformed’ church the same 

instrument of exploitation and oppression as all other 

Churches, "=? 

the occupation ended on a sad note with twenty—nine 

ecclesiastics murdered, fifteen deported, sand seven lost 

in war. We Let the record speak for itself.°* 

“he Russian occupation was replaced for four years by 

the Gexman one before it returned. 

4G present the Lutheran Church exists in Estonia, but 

it is inactive; in fact it is rather silent. ‘The silence, 

however, is meaningful: sum tacent clanant. 
  

But the Estonian Svangelical Lutheran Church is far 

from having collapsed. It exists and operates in exile 

under the Leadership of the Primate of the Church, Dr. 

Johann Kbpp. ‘the statistics of 1955 show that there were 

26,457 members of the Sstonian Church in Exile and 2,173 
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vernacular services were held in that year in the United 

States of Amevica, Ganada, Gweden, Ungland, Vrance, Germany, 

South America, and Australia, ov somo other remote part of 

the world. ‘in ali the above mentioned territories organised 

Congregations of the Estonian Evangelical Lucheran Church 

in Exile exist. ‘There is still work to be done, however; 

the potential mombexship is estimated to be sixty~five 

thousand. 29 

fhe Ustonian Lutherans in general end their pastors 

in particular believe that their Church will have a chance 

to work again in their native land. This is probably e 

mejor reason why the Sstonlan Evangelical Imtheren Church 

in lxile prefers to remain an autonomous body, although it 

welcomes the hand of fellowship from other Lutheran Chuzches. 
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CHAPTAR VIII 

A BRIGE SUMMARY SKETCH OF THE REFORMATION 

MOVEMGHE IN ESTONIA 

Vhe aim of this chapter is to go over the material 

thus far sovered in « concise manner in order to impress 

upon the reader the highlishts of the Reformation movement 

in Estonia. 

Estonia, one of thea Baltic states of today aud the 

Rorthem paxt of Livonia of the sixteenth century, lies 

at the outfall of the Finnish Galf in the northern pert of 

the Sontinent of Europe. The ancestors of the Estonians, 

a Finno-Ugrian race, are supposed to have settled thee in 

the first conturies after Christ's birth at the latest. An 

earlisxy date for the sattélenent is very likely. The language 

of the people belongs to the Finno-Ugrian group, thus dif- 

fering radically from Germanic and Slavic languages. In 

the early days the Ustonians wexe pagans with rolatively 

high sthicsl concepts. VYolitically their country was divided 

into a Loosely connected federation of tribal states. By 

the twelfth century first attempts were made to Christienize 

these people. After several unsuccessful attenpts fron 

other countries, the Germans succeeded in gsining a foothold 

in Livonia by 1186, from where they brought the Christian 

faith by force to Rstonie, at the same time also establishing  
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their colonial power in the territory. By 1227 the entire 

land of the Sstoniens hed fallen into the hands of the 

Christians. 

Four major powers developed in Livonia during the 

middle ages: the Livonian Order (a branch of the Loutonic 

Knights), the Ypince-bishops, the vassals who were usually 

of noble birth, and the cities. The peasents, mostly 

Sstonian ustives, were the underprivileged who were forced 

to till the soil for their lords. Ail the above mentioned 

Groups Lslped in one way or anothes to create a favorable 

atnosphers Sor the coming Roformation movement. Tho 

iivonian Order had lost the original purpose of its existeace 

and with it had succumbed to the wealmesses of secular life. 

Their constant struggle for power with the Prince—bishops 

created feelings of animosity between the two parties. The 

Roman ¢clorgy had aise fallen prey te the foresees of seculam 

ization. In theix quest for secculur authority they had 

become greedy and morelly corrupt. In spite of some good 

that the mendicans orders did for the people, the monks were 

generally disliked. An importent factor in preparation for 

the Reformation movement was the growing power of ths cities 

which developed almozt into independent city-states, The 

steady growth of the urban commmitics was dus to no smail 

extent to their membexship in the rich and powerful Hanseatic 

League. The peasants, economically oppressed and socielly 

underprivileged, were always eager for a change of conditions,
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although they wers not as yet ready to embrace the teach- 

ings of the Reformation. 

The ideas of the Reformation first cane to Estonia 

from Riga. Before the teachings of the Reformation had 

weached Livonia, the Homan Catholic suthorities already 

Warned the people against Martin Luther's "errors" (1521). 

Soon after the publication of the bull condemning Luther, 

Gvangelical preaching stanted in Riga. The outstending 

Svenselist in Livonia wore: Andreas Emopken, the Reformer 

of Riga with a gala personality and much aceadenic ability; 

Sylvester legetusyex, a zealous man who personally visited 

Estonia; and Melclilor Hofmann, the lay apostle of Livonia 

who wlth his radical teachings caused as much harm as he 

did good. Luther himself was also aware of the movenant 

amons the Livonians<-he even wrote a Letter of encourage= 

ment aud advise to them in August, 1523. 

By letters, personal visits, and religious litersture 

the Reformation movement came up north. ‘The most inportent 

men enons the reformers in Ustonia were Johann Lange, 

Zacharias Yasse ond Hermann Maxsow. Hofmann's name might 

also be mentioned here. The Reformation started in big 

cities. Usuelly a few evangelical preachers appeared who 

won the loyalty of the townspeople (Germans and Estonians). 

The evangelical perty eventually clashed with the Roman 

Gatholic authorities and usuelly an iconoclastic outburst 

followed, merking a definite break with the Old System.
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The evangelical city government usually also made the 

  

life of the monks, the champions of Roman Catholicism, 

uncomfortable. 

The nobles also were favorable to the Reformation at 

first, hoping to weaken the lords of the land. Later they 

turned against the movement because ‘of the fear of peasant 

revolt. Only slowly and very cautiously they accepted the 

evangelical faith by the middle of the sixteenth century. 

  

  
The Livonian Order preferred to take no action against 

the evangelicals beyond verbal reprimands. Itself it re= 

mained Roman Gatholic to the end as did the Ronan Catholic 

hierarchy in Estonia. WNominally the peasants became members 

of the Evangelical Church when their lords made the change 

of faith. Actually, however, their hearts were won to 

evangelical Christianity only in the seventeenth and eight= 

eenth centuries. , 

The immediate results of the Reformation movement in 

Estonia were just the opposite of those of the other 

northern countries. ‘The Reformation in Estonia was not a 

nationalistic movement but rather a political and religious 4 

one. Instead of strengthening the national consciousness 

of the people and consolidating their military strength, 

the Reformation movement, religiously a change for the better 

to be sure, helped to weaken the already decentralized 

power of the ruling class and thus made the country vulner=- 

able to foreign attacks. On a more positive note, the  
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movement gave the Estonians two catechisms, one of then 

being the first book ever published in the Estonian language 

(1535). he lutheran victory was officially recognized 

when at the Diet of Wolmar (1554) the Catholic euthorities 

recognized the right of the people to choose their own faith. 

it is of interest to note that the Catholics and Lutherans 

continued to Live side by side for a long time with no 

bloodshed or particular aninosity. 

In 1561, under a Russian attack, the Gorman colonial 

power in Livonia fell apart. The country was partly taken 

over by Danes, Swedes, and Poles-Lithuanians. Soon the 

Danes were eliminated, leaving the northern part of Estonia 

under the Swedish rule and Southern Estonia under the pro= 

tection of the Folicsh-Lithuanian Kingdom. In the north the 

work of the Reformation was continued and some real progress 

was made in bringing the Gospel to the common people in the 

country. The Polish-Lithuanian forces started a re=Catholici- 

‘zation canpaign with the aid of the Jesuits. Ho lasting 

results, however, were effected. In 1629 the entire land 

came under the Swedish rule. Now progress became noticeable 

in the Estonian Church: ‘the Swedish Church Statutes were 

applied to Estonia, a Iutheran university was established, 

and Iutheran theological literature flourished. Many say 

that the Swedish period was the time when Estonians really 

became Iutherans. 

The Great Northern War (1700-1721) brought Estonia  
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under the Russian occupation. In the second half of the 

nineteenth century tho Lutherans had to suffer persecution 

under the pressure of a Russification cenpaign which aimed 

to lead the people of Estonia into the Orthodox faith. 

in 1917 the Uatonian Evangelical Iutheran Church was 

organized and proclaimed itself the Church of the Estonian 

people. For the first time in the history of Christianity 

in Estonia, Estonianzs themselves became leaders in their 

Church. Tho growth and the development of the national 

Church was cut short in 1940 by another Russian occupation 

which was hostile to a11 religious movements. This wes 

followed by the German occupation, which in turm was re- 

placed in 194 by the Russian’ occupation. The Lutheran 

Church oxists in Estonia at the present time, but little 

is known of its activity. The Estonian SGvangelical Imuth= 

eran Church in Exile, however, carries on an active pro= 

gram in all ports of the free world. Its membership is 

abéut twenty-six thousand five hundred (1955 statistics). 

It is the hope of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Exile to continue its activity again on native soil 

some day.
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GHAPTER IX 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

Since the topic, the Reformation movement in Estonia, 

is one with which the average church historian has little 

contact, the writer feels justified in including a dis- 

cussion on the research done in the field thus far and the 

Availability of the material. 

It is to be regretted that the history of the Reforma- 

tion movement in Livonia in general and in Estonia in partic- 

ular has not received adequate treatment. To be sure, 

there have been some valuable studies made on the subject 

but none of them are in the English language (except a 

relatively short article in a periodical). Probably the 

outstanding work in the field is Dr. Leonid Arbusow's Die 

Binfihruns der Reformation in Liv-, Est- und Kurland (from 

now on cited as Die Binfihrung for the sake of brevity) 

which appeared in 1921 in the series of Quellen und For 

Schunsen gur Reformationsgeschichte. This 85l-page study 

is a thorough work of a scholar who has relied, whenever 

possible, on primary sources and contemporary accounts. 

Ample background material is provided for the movement by 

a thorough treatment of the pre=-Reformation era in Livonia. 

fhe writer feels, however, that often the important issues 

tend to be somewhat hidden by the wealth of minor detail.
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All in all Dr. Arbusow's work is the best one to date in 

the German language. Otto Pohrt's Reformationsgeschichte 

Livlands, ein Uberblick (1928) is a mech shorter work, 

also in the series Quellen und Forschuncen zur Reformations— 

Beschichte. It is well organized but seems to emphasize 

the Latvian Reformation. Ferdinand Hoerschelmann's Andreas 

    

  
Knopken, der Reformator Rigas, Ein Beitrag gur Kirchenge- | 

Schichte Livisnds is particularly interesting since it dis- 

cusses the theology of one of the foremost Livonian reformers. 

fhe following German works deserve mention, although the 

writer has not considered them important enough to be con— 

sulted for the purposes of this thesis: Leonid Arbusow's 

GrunGriss der Geschichte Live, Bst-, und Kurland (1918); 

Beitrage zur Kunde Bst-, Liv~ und Kurlands published by the 

Estonian Tiitterary Society im Tallinn (1868ff£.); Friedrich 

Biedermann's Aus Livlands Luthertagen (1885); Gotthard von 

Hansen's Die Kirchen und ehemaligen Kléster Revals (1873); 

Dr. Leonard Lemmens! Die Franziskanerkustodie Liviand und 

  

reussen (1912); I. 0. zur Linden, Melchior Hofmann, ein 

Prophet der Wiedertéufer (1885); Aem. Richter's Die evang. 

Kirchenordnungen des 16. Jahrhundert (1846); Carl Schirren's 

Verzeichnis livlandische Geschichtsquellen sus Swedischen 

Srehieven und Bibliotheken (1861, 1868); Wilhelm SchSring's 

Joh. Blankenfeld in Verein fiir Reformationsgeschichte, no. 

86 (1905); George B. Taubenheim's Einiges aus dem Leben 

Mag. Joh. Lohmiillers, ein Beitrag zur Reformationsgeschichte 
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dviands (1350); Imdvig Albrecht Gobhardi's Geschichte 

  

  

You Livland, Estland, Xurland und Semgallen (1785); Ernst 

Benz's Die Reformation und der Osten (1939); Hans Kruus! 

  

Grundriss dor Geschichie des estnischen Yolkes; Seriptores 

  

rerun Livonicarum, Sammlung der wichtigsten Chroniken und 

Geschichtsdenikmale von Liv, Uste und Kurland in genauen   
Sewordenen ausgaben (1343-18535); Otto Rutenberg's Geschichte 

  

der Ostseeprovinzen,. Liv-, Este und: Kurland (1859-1860). 

In the Estonian language two works on the Reformation 

hovemsns are outstanding: Olaf Sild'’s Besti kirikulugu 

Vanimast ajast oleviiuni (The History of the Estonian Church 

from the Oldest to the Present Dime [1933]); and a joint 

effort published by the Reformation Jubilee Commission 

Usupuhastus eestlaste masl (Reformation in the land of the 

stonians [1924]). Also M. Ojamaa, A. and T. Varnas' 

Zesti ajalugu (History of Estonia [1946]), contains a 

wealth of material related to the Reformation period and, 

of course, covers very adequatly the entire history of the 

Estonian people. Philip Tammaru's Usubpetuse EKonspect 

(Studies in Theology [1948]) also contains some valuable 

material on the history of the Estonian Reformation. 

The English reader may want to consult Kerl Laeantee's 

article, "The Beginning of the Reformation in Estonia," 

Church History, XXII (December, 1953). A fine general 

history is Bvald Uustalu's The History of the Sstonian People.
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Unfortunately this work completely neglects the Reformation 

itsel?. 

The difficulty for enyone interested in furbher re- 

search in the ficld is the Lack of readily available research 

Material. ‘he two important German works, Leonid Arbusow's 

Die Linflihzune and Otte Pohrt's Reforuationsgeschichte 

Livlana, ein Sberblick, are relatively easy to obtein for 

the Refornation scholar. This is not the case with the two 

important Ustonian works: Olaf Sild's Eesti kirkulugu 

Venimass ajast oLevilmni and Usupuhsstus sestlaste maal 

published by the Reformation Jubilee Commission. According 

to the wesearch of this writer there is only one copy of 

the former in the free world. It is in she private library 

of Ds. Johan Kipp in Higersten, Sweden. Usupuhastus eest~ 

daste maal can be found in the library of the University 

of Lund, Sweden. 

She major libraries in the United States offer sum 

prisingly much material on Estonta and its people tt rela~ 

tively little of it concerns the Reformation movement. 

New York Publie Library has, among others, the fol~ 

lowing to offer: Leonid Arbusow, Die Binfilhrung; be A. 

Gebhardi, Geschichte yon Lifland, Estland, Kurland und 

Semzalden; Hans Kraus, Grundriss der Geschichte des estnischen 

  

  

Volkes; Brnst Benz, Die Reformation und der Osten; J. He 

Jackson, Estonia; J. Parijiégi, Eesti ajalugu algkoolile 

(History of Estonia for the Public Schools); Jean Cathala, 
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Portrait de L'Sstonie. 

Columbia University has an extraordinarily fine and 

extensive collection of books on Estonia but not much on 

the Reformation era. It offers the following: Leonid 

Arbusow's Die Einfiihrung; Seriptores rerun Livonicarun, 

Sammlung der wichtigsten Chroniker und Geschichtsdenkmale 

  

  von Liv-, Est—- und Kurland in genauem wieder abdrucke der 

besten bereits gedruckten, aber selten gewordenen ausgaben; 

August Torma, The Church in Estonia; L. Arbusow, sen., 

Grundriss der Geschichte Liv-, Est=- und Kurlands; Hans Kruus, 

Grundriss der Geschichte des sstnischen Volkes; Otto Rutenberg, 

Geschichte der Ostseeprovinzen Liv-, Est- und Kurland; Olaf 

Sild, "Kirikuvisitatsioonid eestlaste maal varemast ajast 

kuni olevikuni," in Acta et Commentationes, XL, 4 (1937). 

Pritzlaff Memorial Library at Concordia Seminary, St. :+% 

Louis has Arbusow's Die Binfiihrung and Pohrt's Reformations 

Geschichte Livlands. : 

The librery of Union Theological Seminary in New York 

  

City has, besides Arbusow's and Pohrt's works, D. F. 

Hoerschelmann's Andreas Knopken, der Reformator Rigas. 

The University of Chicago offers Arbusow's and Pohrt's 

works, The Newberry and Public Libraries offer nothing 

important beyond the two works mentioned above. 

Te works so far listed have mostly had a direct con= 

nection with the Reformation movement in Estonia. Now a 

few bibliographical aids that would be of use to the student
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of Estonian history are suggested: Salme Kuri, Estonia: 

& Selected Bibliography (1958), found in the U. S. Library 

of Congress, Slavic and Central Buropean Division; Edward 

  

  

August Winkelmann, Bibliotheca Livonicae historica: 

Systematisches Vergzeichniss der Quellen und Hilfsmittel 

zur Geschichte Estlands, Livlands und Kurlands (1873), to 

be found at Columbia University; Evald Uustalu's The His= 

tony of Estonian People (1952) contains a comprehensive 

bibliography (op. 257-261). The last mentioned book is 

probably in the major English Libraries. A copy is in the 

private library of the writer of the thesis. J. Aunver's 

Eesti rahvakiriku ristitee (The History of the Church in 
  

Estonia (19531), devotes a few pages to the discussion of 

the scholarly research done by Sstonian church historians. 

This book should be easily located in Swedish libraries. 

A copy is in the personal library of the writer of the 

thesis. 

fhe standard works on Reformation history in general 

such as Thomas H. Lindsay's two volume work A History of 

the Reformation; &. G. Schwiebert's Luther and His Times; 

and Philip Sehaff's The German Reformation, Volume VII of 

his monumental History of the Christian Church, hardly 
  

mention Livonia or Estonia. 

Even most of the recent works on Reformation history, 

such as Will Durant's The Reformation and Grimm's The 

Reformation Era entirely by pass the Reformation movement 
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in Estonia. ‘The exception here is the excellent New 

Cambridge Modern History, Volume II, which devotes four 

pages to the Reformation history in the Baltic states.
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Estonia is under Russian occupation
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1844-1846 

1857=1861 

1905 

1917 

1917 (Hay) 

1918 

1921   

— 

1940—1941 

194181944, 

1944— 

—
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Moravian Brethren come to Estonia 

Ae @T. Helle's Bible in Estonian 

fhe Moravian Brethren outlawed in 
ligtonia 

A new Church Constitution for the 
intherans 

The Russification efforts; the Orthodox 
faith is foisted upon istonians 

Estonian Epic: Kalevipoeg 

Revolution in Russia 

Revolution in Russia 

Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church 
founded 

The Republic of Estonia 

Estonia's first native bishop: Jakob 
Kui 

Russian occupation of Estonia — 

German occupation 

Russian occupation 
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