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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 20 THG STUDY OF THE REFORMATION
NOVEMENT IN DSTOWIA

L casual glanco at the historical studies and litera-
ture dealing with the Reformation movement available today
nay glve the impression that the field has been nearly
exhausted. A closer oxanination of the many facets and

historical problems connected with the movement, however,

raveels that this is not so. TFor exemple, the topic of this
theeglis, the Reformatlon liovement in Estonia, is one of these
arcas where there is welcome room for further investigation.
In thipg field there exists a comspicuous lack of thorough
studies. To our knovledge the .imerican reader has only

nne nagazine article of less than ten pages on this topilc
at his disposal. The purpose of this thesis is to make a
contribution to the study of the Reformation movement in
Totonia, a small and thoroushly Lutheran country which
cnbraced the principles of the Reformation early in the six-
teenth century and has never since relinquished them.

In treating the Heformation movement in the land of the
istonizns the attempt is made to maimtain a scholarly objec-
tivity in relation to all the mational groups involved. It
scems that some previous studies which were not made by the
natives of idstonia often exhibited a tendency to over-

estimate the importance of the part that certain foreign

_
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groups have played in the history of the movement and at
the same time failed to give sufficient conmsideration to
the role of the natives. his pitfall must be avoided.

It 1z hoped that the thesis at hand is not welcomed
only because it adds to the completeness of Reformation
research in the English langnage. The study of the Rofor-
mation movement in Hsotonia will help to demonstrate the
faet that the Great Reformabion, as Lutherans like to think
of the Lutheran Heformation, spread in nany different ways
and moved by diverse rToads, not always following the same
pattern in every torritory. 4As the study will bear out, the
Reformation movement in lstonia carried many characteristics
of its own that 4differ greatly from the development of the
Reformation in Germany, Sweden, or FPrussia, Just to mention
a few distinet types of the movement,

Since the counitry, the people, and the history of
Ustonia are relatlwvely little known outside the immediate
confines of its meographical location, it is necessary to
supply a more generous measure of background material than

ordinarily would be expected or called for. This is abso-

'1utely necessary for a proper comprehension of the topic,

Likowise, it would be ill advised to limit the study o a
decade or so, which has been sometimes done in the past.
Such an approach overlooks the contimuous nature of the
Reformation in Zatonia,

Besides the modest scholarly contribution that the
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thesis alms %o make it posesesses also a very tizely and

practical value., During the past decade about twenty
thousand bstoalan Lutherans have settled temporarily or
rermanentliy in the United Etates of America. In the majority
of cases these people have remained true to their faith and
their church, the Hstonian iLvangelical Imtheran Church, now
in exile, Az may be expected, any migration of such dimen-
cions and distance would crestie problems. Often the com-
plaint is heard that the sister churches do not fully under-
stand the peosition and the neede of the Hstonian Church,
Likewise the frank admissions of the sister church is voiced
that it is difficult for them to understand the national-
istic stand of the Nstonian Church. This thesis, of course,
will not delve deeply into such misunderstandings and probe-
lons that may exist, but it 1z hoped that it can offer
information and clarification which in turn caan furthsr
mitnal understanding. It is likely that a historical
approzach can serve the Lutheran Church in this case.

The writer regrets that some limitations must be placed
upon the study of the topic. Even though the topic may
seem limited to the uninitiated, it is actually quite broad
in secope. Its full trestment, and a need for such a work
exists, would go far beyond the dimensions of the work at
hend. Furthermore, such a complete study would be extremely
difficult, if not impossible, because the primary source
material is not readily available to the scholars of the free
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world. This thesis relies almost in all cases upon secon~
dary sources. Unfortunetely even all the secondary sources
that are desirable are not available. Ilowever, the impor-
tont works on the toplc thait have been published in Estonian,
German, or iaglish and can beo found in the United States
have been consulied. Also use is nade of the important
works that ean be found only in the Scandinavian countries.
in a few instances quotations from a work as they were
reporiied by another author have been used. Realizing the
danger of such a procedure, this practlce is kept to a
ninimui. Chronologleally the major emphasis of the study
falls upon the Third decade of the sixbeenth century. Houw=-
ever, the treatment of vhe topic is not limited to this
short period of time. Ths immediate and wider historical
context recelve Treatnent to the extent the format of the
work allows.

in order o pursue the study successfully an agrecment
mast be reached in the use of the terminology. It seems
that there exists a general coafusion in the use of geo-
graphical names in the historical works on Sstonia. This
is pax"hiy due 4o the fact thet the historians and church
historians who have worked on this or reclated topics come
from a wide variety of backgrounds and have written in
different languagess it is partly due o the fact that the
land of the Estonians has Imown many foreign occupations
down throuzh the centuries which have left their mark by
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renaning certain locations. It is not unusual to find
three nanes for one and the same place, all of which have
been in use at a given time in history. In order to avoid
confusion a uniform method of labelling locations is adopted
throughout the thesls. All namee appear in the original
Istonian form. In cases where the German name is known well
' enough to be of help to the reader, it appears in the
brackets immediately after the first appearance of the
Lstonian designation. From then on only the Estonian desig-
nation is used.

The attention of the reader is directed to what is
meant by Ustonia. As it 1s used here, Estonia is the geo=
graphic area:'occupied by the Zstonians for the past centuries.
"his area more or less coincides with the boundaries of the
Republic of Estonia at the tine of its independence. The
reader is warned that a2t times when an suthor speaks of
Netonia, Livonia, and Kurland, he most likely does not mean
by Lstonia its entire territory but only the northern half
of it. On the other hand the reader does well to keep in
nind that historians, speaking of the sixteenth century, have
labeled the entire eastern coast of the Baltic Sea as Livonia,
thus including also all Estonia in the term.

Before embarking on the study of the Reformation move-
ment in Sstonia, it would be of help to the reader to
acquaint himself with the organization of the thesis. It

is also recommended that the reader eonsult the genersl
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chronology of the history of Batonia which is included in

the appendix of the thesis.

The second chapier of the tﬁesis describes ths location
of Sstonia and tells something about its inhabitanta,
language, and early religlon. The chapter coacludes with
an overvisw of the Christianization of Estonias The third
chapber paints a word plicture of the conditionsy establish-
nonts d institutionz btogether with thelr mzjor problems
of mediaeval Istonine. lMany of the factors that conbributed
to the wltlmate success of the Reformation were already
then present. The German Order, the Roman Catholic hierarechy,
the monastilc omiars, the nobles, thes cities and the peasants,
all mast be dealt with brisfly so that the rgader may
appraciate fully Gthe gpiritusl and secular environment
bafora the dawm of the Zeformation. Chapbter four deals with
the ways zad meang that brought the Reformation ideas to

shonia. Hers meun 28 Andreas EKnopken, Sylvester Tegstmeyer,
and Helchior Hofmann are introduced. The following chapter
is by far the most central in the thesis. Hers the develop-
nent of the Reformation movement itself in Sstonisz is
deseribed. Hote is. taken how the cities embraced the re-
forms under Hhe leadexship of a few evangslical pastors,
how the nobles reachted to the new Geachling, and finally how
the Gospol reached the socizlly und economically under=-
privileged peaasants. The development of the Reformation
movenent is followed by a study of the immediate resulis
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of the movement. Theological, liturgical and econonic
changes becone covidente ALAlso of grezt importance is the

-

. o
craation of tae

written vernacular language for the Estonians
in which theological liberabture bscomss available for the

ral tinme to & larges number of natlives. Chapter seven

Zfers & brief but comprehensive overview of the history

£ the Batonian peo:

ple and Hheir church, bsginning with the
Rugslian invasion of 1558 and ending with her la%eét iavae
sion. This brings us uwp-io-date. !Much happened during
thsee last four cenbturies, bul the main emphasis falls upon
the two highlights of the Tubhsran Church in Dstonia: the
Swadish ogcupation in the second half of the sixtsanth
conbury and Ghe egbablighmant of tho free Ssbonian Lubthsran
1 in the socond decade of the twentiobh cenbury. Now
1t »gmainz 4o give s summary sketch of the Refoymation
movement in Nsbonia in chapber eight. IG nay be of benefit

Yo the roadsr Lo o through the sunnary chapbter befors a
-

“

genoral reading of ths thesis. The thesis closes with a
chapier devobed To Lthe discussion of earlier works on the
“opice A broad discussion of the secondary sources and
their availability today is of help %o the student of the
Noformation. Rope works will be ligted Stogether with tLheir
location. Also & genersl discuassion of the bibliographies
available on the subject is included. The chapler closes
with a brief conziderotion of the present-day trends in

treating the Reformation histony of the Baltic countries
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in geoneral and of Istonia in particular., The bibliography
and an appendix conclude tThe thesis.

The bibliography of the thesis will inform the rezder
about the metorial used in research. It mesy, however, be
of some help %o consider at this point briefly a few works
that form the foundation upon which the thesis was built,.
From the point of wview of importance and availability the
first place goss o Leonid Arbusow's Die Einfflhrung der

lofornation in Iive, Est~ und Xurland. It is a thorough

[y —

plece of historical scholarship, well documented and based
on primary sources, whomever possible. Its style and
orpanization detracts somewhat from its ready usefulness,
i much shorter worlk, Obtto Pohrt's Heformationsgmeschichte -

Livlands, ein Uberblick, makes up in clarity what it lacks

in detail. Two excollent Lstonian works are not readily
avalleble for the student in the United States: Olaf Sild's
Desgti kirilwlumu vaninast ajast olevikuni (Bstonian Church
Higtory from the Harliest Times to the Present), and a joint
effort by a scholerly committee Usupuhastus egstlaste maal
{Refornation in the Land of the Estonians). Special credis
is due to M. Ojamaa aznd 7. Varmas' Lesti ajalugu (History
of Estonia) and J. Auaver's Lesti rahvakiriku ristitee

(The History of the Zstonian Hvangelical Lutheran Church
since 1917 until the Present Time).




CHAPTER II

EBESTONIA: THE LAND, IPS PROPLE,

LARNGUAGE, AND RELIGION

A sixbeenth century chronicler described in his
aealni Germen the territory oa the eastern shore of the
Bz2ltle Heay, where in more rvecent tines the Estonian and
Latvian Republlics prospered:
“u merckenn. &sleflandt ist ohngofehr 100 meil wegs
lang medt 20 mell breoit, Ein gut Honigrsich, hut in
sich seche Tlrstentumb, den Touzschenneister nit
seinen ComGovn undt gebietern, undt den funf Bischofthunmbd
mit ihren zugehidrigen Zmbtern, Nembich das Erzotift
Riga das grosste, das stift Dorbt das gewaltigste, das
gtlft Oesel das Reichste, lgval das geringste und
Churlendt dos gerunsanbsta.l
Hstonia, a small Baltlic country, lies at the outfall
of Ghe FPinnish Gulf in the northern part of the continent
of Buropes. It covers an area of sbout 47,550 square kilo-
meters, inhabited by more than a million people.a Geo-
graphically Bstonis forms a part of the IDast-Buropeasn plain
stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Ural mountains, In
the north the Finnish Gulf separates it from Finland; in the

west the Bzltic Sea forms a waterway toward the Scandinavian

1 ; _
quoted from Grefentals Chronie in Otto Pohrt, Reforma-
tiongeschichte Liviends, eoin Uberblick (Leipzig: Bger & -
Gievers, 1928), Jahrgang Ho, Heit & (Are L45), De OGe
2E. Kareda and others, iisitonis, Basic Facts on Geography,

History, Leconomy (Stockholm, owdden: Bstonian Information
Conter, 1948), De 3. ‘
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shores. Iis only land noighbors are the Russians and the
Latvians from the east end from the south respectively.
Betonia also owns aboubt eight hundred islends, the largest
being Saaremaa.

& look at Ghe mep recdily reveals that the location of
Egstonia is much exposed strategically. o wonder that the
geograpnical factors have playsd a decisive part in the his-
toxry of its people. It forms sort of a2 bridge linking
vestern with fastorn Surope. In the past all the westera
nations on the Balbic have made use of the great natural
highweys of Lstonia in their contacts with Russia. Since
dstionia is located on the crossrcads from West to Rast and
o a lesser exteant fronm Sonth to Horth, many a bliter con-
1ot between Ghe great powers has boen settled just thers.
Thus ropeatedly the country suffered under foreign invasion
and nilitary conflict, but was somehow always able Lo ra-
cover from its wounds.3 Phe location has alsc had its
blessinzgs. The close contacts, forced or voluntary, with

she» nations have eariched the culbtural development of its

Q
o

people and in times of peace and prosperity offered an ax-

cellent opporbunity foxr trading activity.
The philologiste and the archaeologists do not seem %o

agree as to the origin of the Estonian people. The former

S%vald Uustalu, The History of Sstonian People (London:
Boreas Publishing Company, 3 Pe .

B ——
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sugzest that the Estonians, Finns, and Hungarians, as well
as cortain other peoples in cenbral and northern Russia
spoke a common primary language. Their original home was
the Buropoan Russia, around the benrd of the HMiddle Volga and
along the bsnks of 1ts tributaries. According to the theory
of +the Finnish Frofessors Setild and Castren, the individusl
branches of bthe tribes started to migrate zlready very early,
the Baltie Pinns (Coreliar, Vepsa, Vadga, Livonian tribes,
the Lstonians and the ¥imms) arriving at their present ioca-
tion aboub the time of the birbth of Christ.”

The archacologlical thoeories, more receantly advanced
under the leadership of Dz, Indreke, spesk of an improbably
carly pericd of "reindecr-hunters® who were the original
furopesans. Some of bhem, supposedlys setiled in the Hastern
Baltic and becsome "fishommen-huniters." According to this
theory the ancestors of the LEstonisns come from cenbtral and
western Europe., OSome of the »elated tribes lateor migrated
to the Volga area where they spoke a language that belongs
to the Finng-Ugrian group.5

The details of the theories are subject to debate, but
it is known with a falr degree of cerltainty that the
Bstonizans, Finns and Livs spoke a Finne-Ugri language,

entirely distinct and dissimilar from the language of the

%1p1d., p. 13,
5Ibid., pe 1%
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Blave, the Germanie Groups, the Labtviens and Lithuaniang,
and gettlod in thelr presont-dsy home at She latest during
the first conturies afitier Christ. It is poasible and even
probable that the nigratlon took place already much eazlier.s

The secular historiasns ususlly begin the history of
the Tstonien people with the Stone Age (until 1300 B.CG.).
There seems to0 be reliable archaeological proof of human
colenizatlon in the territory at that time. The findings
from the period include hmnting and fishing gear and some
vottery, crude in design and mede of clay heavily mixed
with sand.7 Duping the Broaze Age (1300 B.C.=500 B.0.)
tools, weapons, 212d ornsmenbts of bronze were used, It iz
balisved that the metal was brousht into Hztoniz from the
south, peobably fyom central or wesitera Zuraope by way of
Frussla, Ldthuania, 2nd Latria, Later on bronze was a2l1ls0
imported from Scandinavia, Ineidenbtally, the Bronze dge
in Hdstonia ushersd in a new burial custom., Up to this
tine the dead were buried without any visible naric on the
ground. Now, however, they were placed in a sitone-slab cist
on the ground covered with a cairn, 3 type of grave well

a

known in East Prussia. It seems thas iron was first brought

S3eati, Teatmeteos (Geislingen, Germany: Nesti Rahvusfond
Saksamaal ja Hesti ﬁlioyilaskond Sekgemeal viljaanne, 1949),
1V, 10

7Uustalu, ODe 0ltay Do 15
81pid., pe 17.
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into the country about 500 B.C. Gonsequehtly the sub-
sequent period, until the end of the prehistoric era,
about 1200 A.D., is knowa as the Iron Age. It is usually
subdivided as follows: (1) the Pre-Roman Iron ige (500 BeC.=
1l A.Ds)s (2) the Roman Iron ige (1-400 AL.D.); (3) the
Middle Iron Age (400-300 A.D.); the Late Iron Age (800-
1200 A.D.). UELspecially the Roman Iron ige seems %0 'have been
favorabvle for economic and cultural development in Estonia.
This was due most likely, to the.degree of cultural progress
and prosperity of the Roman Empire. Even territories as
far ag Zstonia seemed to benefit by the general prosperity
of southern Europe.9 Beginning with the middle of the first
nillenium after Christ, a noticeable lag in progress was in
evidence. Only during the Later Iron Age, particularly in
its last two centuries, did the prehistorical culture in
Bstonia attain its peak. By vhen trade, seafaring, and
agricultural activity had become the principal forms of
making a living. In fact, for a time the Estonians managed
to hold a predominant position among the seafaring peoples
of the east coast of the Baltic Sea. Culturally the
Estonians, from the earliest times on, turned their eyes
toward the YWest. Politically they seemed to be moving

towards one common state. By the end of the Late Iron Age

Sﬂ. Ojamaa and A. and T, Varmas, Eesti ajalu
(Stockholm, Sweden: "Bestl Raamat," 19335. Pe 23




14
the eight tribal states of Hstoniza had established a con=-
federation and were genexrally collaborating.lo This develop-
ment was for defense purposes ageinst the atbtecks from the
West and vhe llaste. Istonlan strength was severely btried in
the face of lussian wosbward expansion policy oz ths River
Harva=Lake Peipsi line,

The details of the weligion of the ancestors of the
Ustonliong are not well mowm. It is fairly .ce:'.'tai.n that
vhe pagan Dstonlians believed that every persony thing, or
natural phenomenon was inhabited by a force that dirscted
it. This Force was plictured as a concreta entity that was
able to change hisg location gnd even nigreste into another

be.i.;zg.ll The word vaim (ghost) appears early in the

Zstonicn language. This "ghost" was thought to be able to
leave the body ond exist independently. Some heve thought
of the ghost &8 a2 shadow that alwsys accompanicd the porson.
Sowewhat later the word hing (soul) appears which was
thought to be The life prisciple in breath. A& person wWho
was credited with powers Yo controly dominate, or direct
the inner forces of obthers was koown as 2 witch. ALlready
very early, in the langusge of the conmoz dialect, death
was understood as the exit of the soul from the body. The

soul was thought to continue to live on as a shadow which

lol"iarada. ODe Clbaey P.o e
11]3351:1 Teatmateos, IV, 7.
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occasicnally would appear to the living in drsems and
revelabtionsy or it would chooss to inmhabit some animal,
bird, or inaninate object. Phe dally life of the dead por-
son was thought to be mach like the one he had led on earth,
Thereiore attenpts were made tc care for the dead person's
soul if it was loved or %o sacrifice to it if it was feared.
Theme were malnly two types of cultic exprossions among the
pre=Chrigtlanized Bstonians: sacrifice and worship of the
dead and of the forgces of natura.la
AL the end of the twslfth conbury the Iotonlans lmow

little if anyithingzg about Chrigtianity. I iz true that
alresdy in the beginning of the provious century the Ring

of Denmaxit and the Archbishop of Hamburg-IBremen dscilded o
diract their efforts towvard the Christienizmation of the
- Baltic terrifiory. In 1103 the Archbishop of Innd was con-—
gsecrated who together with the Bishop of Upsala was supposed
to work out 2 plan of nissionary action, The Bishop of
Upsala turned his attention to the Christianization of the
Finns, with apparent success, Ths LArchbishop of Lund
appointed a certsin monlt Fulco to be a misslonary to the
Estonians; he was consecrated as their bishop in 1164,
Bishop Fulco made two migsiornary Journeys to ISstonia withoud
mich success. His work, however, attracted the atbention

of the Swedes, the Danes, and even the papal court. In

1250561 Teatmeteos, IV, S.
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1197 the Dsnes made a misslonary trip to the shores of.
Estonia without any botter mesults. A4All the atteupts ab
Christianization wers comnected with physical forecc. An
Lstonian histoxrian warns the roader to think historically
and not be too severe in judzing tho mission methods, sword
and fire, used at the time, Thsy wore ths accepted met ...:e:!s.l3

Many may be inclined

<
=l
-
u
%
o
o
(¥}

with bhis Judgenont bub
few would agree that such methods were effective in xeally

lgading people to Christ,

<

The first cflfective atbempt to Chrisbtianize the Zstonlan
and Labtvian people camo from Gormany. Together with some
Garman fraderz fron Aremen ¢ame the Augustinian monk
YMainhard, who sobtitleod jJust south of .'.;::;onia.l'q' His activity
vas peaceadle; hiz main wespons ware the fospel and personal
testinmony. Such 2 minlstzy had success. In 1184 monk
Helabhaord was able to sec the coapletion of & wooden chuxch
im Thzgidfila, It iz said that Heinhan»d also carried on soms
work in Hstonize When leinhand died ih 1196 the Archbishop
Bremeon named Berthold to succecd the dsceased blshop.
By this tims the nativesz had realized that the motives of

the German merchants who had coms along and supported the

Donilip Pa: 1y Usuop genspect (Gormany:
p Pamisru, Usuopstuse gonspecwy (Germany: nepe,
1948), pe. 5l.

14
Ae Torme, The Church in Istonia (New York: World
Association of Saton NiZnNS, INCeg 1J4%4)y De Je
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missionaries were not peacetul.ls This caused a sharp
change in the attitude of the natives toward the missionary
ackivity.

Bishop Berthold, who, it is said, did not possess the
sane fine personal qualities as his predecessor did,
appealed to Rome to have a crusade proclaimed against the
peoples of the Hastorn Balitlc. This request was granted,
fe came as a warrior and died as one on the battlefield
(1193). "The life of the leader was lost but the battle was
won. Latvians made poace and submitted bo bapbism. o

“he following summer Ulskéils had a new bishop by the
nume of Albert, & relative of the Bishop of Bremen. This
mon reomained fox thirty years in the leadership of mission
2cCivity snd CGerman oxzponsion in the XHast Baltic. In order
%0 czrry out his plan effectively, he, with the permission
and blessing of the Pope, constantly sought new crusaders
for the Land of llaryy 2 new name for the territory. In
1201 he bullt a fortification for his troops and thus also
founded the ¢ity of Riga. The following year he organized
the Order of Brothors of the Sword (Fratres HMilitiae
Christi), a military order with Christian ideals but un-

christian methods.l7 A Gorman priest in Chronica Livoniae

151big.
16Tamma1‘u, ODe cit_o' De 51,

17%arl Tasntee, "Tho Beginning of the Reformation in
Estonia," Church History, XXII (December, 1953), 26%.
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describes their owm activity:

When we arrived there (liztonia) we spread troops over

all the roads, villages and districts of the country;

we set on fire and destroyed everything, we killed all
who were of masculine sex, captiured women and children

B Tivenin WLUh Greaviteqstoinedin TEITEEIEE et

g

During more peaceable hours new churches were built
end monasteries established. At the same time more and more
Germans flocked %o the rich shores of the East Baltic.

As far as con ve ascertained, the first clash with the
istonians occurred in 1208 as the Order, on itz own initi-
ative, tried to increase its landholdings., Thus started a
fiergce struggle which lasted for some twenbty years. The
sgbonians offered a vigorous resistance but gradually were
fuzced.to surrender and become Christians as the German
occupled thelr land., By 1215 the Germans had extended their
territory to include the whole south of Estonia. What the
natives lacked in military might they made up by a fighting
spirit. Under the lesadership of élder Lembit a2 six thousand
man army attacked the German fordes near Viljandi (September
21, 1217). Unfortunately for the Bstonisns the Germans
knew about the attack beforshand and were able to defeat the
natives.lg An important battle was lost bub the Estonians

in the Horth were not ready to surrender.

181p1d,, p. 269.
190331588’ ODe g_i_-_t.' De 52.
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Since the Germans were in constant danger from the

hast, Bishop Albert turmed to seek help from the outside.
-In the swamer of 1219 King Voldemar II of Demmark arrived
with his fleet and established a foothold on the northern
shores of Istonia, Later this place became the ecapital of
the Lstomian Republice By the f£all of 1220 Ji8rvamza and
Virumaa, twe northern counties of Dstonia, were also in Hhe
hands of the Danes. In the same year the Swedes also made
an unexpected attack against LiBnemasa, Thelr temporsry
viehory was soon wiped out by Saaremaa., Two years later
the Danes attgacked Saaremaa but found themselives soon ousted
again. Under the inspired leadership of the courageous
inhabitants of the island the Lstonians rose againét the
entire occupatlon forces and succceded almost in freeing
the whole country. But the sweet victory was shortlived.
By the spring of 1227 the whole countxy was under Christian
donmination., Only minor mebhellions, exneptiﬁg one, occurred
from that time on, and they all were unsuceessful.ao
Christianity and foreign dominion wafe the masters.

After the surrender of the Estonians, difficulties
developed between the two conguerors, the Germans and the
Dsnes. TFor a while the Pope bried.to establish a buffer
state of his own between the two forces. BEventually also
this arrangement failed. The Buchy of Lstonia was purchased

201]31&-’ Pe .54.
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from the King of Dommark in 1345 by ths Teubtomic Order of

Prussia.21

This order had previously opsned its doors to
the Brothers of the Sword (1237) wnen the latbter's ecxistence
had been seriously endzngered by the Lithuanisns. The
Livonian branch of the Teubonic Order conbtinued to maintain
a2 considerable autonomy. The Mastor of The Teutonic Hnights
was in fact the moat powerful person in Fash Erussia.aa Yot
the territory was far from being under one man's rule.
During the middle agez four important povers emarged: the
Order, the bishops, bthe nobles, and the cities. The f£ifth
estate was mada'up of the politliczlly powerless and economi-
cally explolted nabivea.

Chapber thres of this thesis will deal with the develop-
nent of these powers and with the piroblems They faced ox
ereatod. in one way o anothor all these forces conbributed

%o the final success of the Reformation movement in Bstonia,.

21331‘9&3' Ope E:i-:io. De “te

22Laan‘boe, Ope cit', De 269.




CHAPTER III

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE
REFORMATION LNOVEMSRT IR DSTONIA

This chapter deals with the medizeval world as ibs
persains o LDstonia., Fanwrsaching movements usually do
nes succeed unless the btime is ripe. The Reformatlion cern-
tainly did not taks place in a vacuumy but political, eco-
nomicy ond soclial factors wers deeply involved in preparing
the wey. A~Among the major Tfactors thads conbributed o the
success of the movement were the weakening of the Order, the
popular cppozition To the Romen Catholic clergy, the ovils
of the monastic establizbments, unfalr policies of the
nobles, wise of the ecitiesy, and the deplorable lot of the
netlive peasanis,

As hag bheen previously mentioned, the armies of the
Order of the Teutonic Enights dealt the death blow to the
drzams of Hstonian independense. The major part of Estonia

and Latvia, at that time known together as Livoniaz, was

under the immediate rule of the Livonian branch of the Order,

more popularly knowm simply as the Livonian Order. With the
Grand Magter residing far off in BEast Pruvssla, the liaster
of the Livonian branch, residing first in Rige snd later in
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Cosls (Wenden) became the »eal. local ruler.l His terxitory
wag divided for administrative purposes into regions, which
in turn were under the supervision of Komturs and bailiffs
wvho usually built an awesome castle for their own protection
and for housing their military forces. The lMaster together
with the Homburs and bailiffs made up Hhe administrative
council which filled all the wvacant offices snd decided on
political issues. 8Since the Order pursued 2 sensible
policy, favorable to tr»ade, the land prospered, scon becomlng
one of the richest states in Noxthern Europe.a

liowever, the Order was omly the major power in tha land,
not the only one. fetually the political structure of
Livonia was exceedingly complex. The Order had to deal with
the other powversy primarily the ecelesisstical landowmors
and the vassalg. Theoretically, in the begiarving, the Order
itself had been a vassal of Ghe Archbishop of Riga and ths
Bishop of Tartu.> is it becams the strongest nilitary power
in the area and succeeded in annexing further territorial

possessions, it disregarded the former relationship. Haturally

1. Ojamsa and A. and T. Vermas, Eesti ajslugu (Stociholm
Sweden: "Egsti Naamat," 1946), De 63: .

2
Evald Uustalu, The History of the Istonian reogle
(London: Boreas Pubiisﬁi Company, 1952), De

3Leonid Arbusow, Die Einfil der Reformation in
Liv-—, Dgt- und Kurlund in ) en und rorschonsen z
Eeforma%ionsﬁes'ﬁic be (Leipz Ze T LG sver%ag von M.

eisius Wachfolger, lo21), III, 27.

el WY
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thiz ereated 2 sharp conflict besween the Order and %The
eccleslastical princes. The strugzle bebtwesn bthe Church
(bishops) end state (in this case a religious order), after
coming to a focal poinm.in the fourteenth century whan the
latter cbtained a complete independence, continued into the
sixteenth cenitury. Ih has besn questioned why the Order did
rnot establish one unified sizte. There 2re saveral reasons
wby this could nobt maberialize. The Order had to fight on
gnd off with the ememiss from the outsideg notably tha
Lithuanians from the South and the Russisns from the Bast.
The Gyrand Mester's occesional interference into the inbaxrnal
affaing and policies, motivated by a desirs to keep the
Livonian branch undexr hiz own iule, did not help matbers any.
There were also 4ifficulbies within the Order., Namely, the
Zheinlandiskh and the Vestphallan brothers of the Crder
bitterly fought for Ghe leadership of tﬁe organization.
Both the Onder and the bishoos Joined forces to £ight the
infiuence of 2 rapidly developing city system. The vassals,
in turn, were not slow in taking advantage of the situation
0 furtlher their own politieal ambitions.4

The Livonian Order was blessed with fine leadership,
notably the long mule of Wolter von Flebtenberg who desexrves
praise for defending the counbtry against foreign attacks.
But his underlings.did not always measure up o thelr leader.

4Ar’busnw, op. cit., IIX, 29.
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Actually the Ordexr had lost its original purpose of exise
tence: conquest for Christy or rather Marzy (Livonia was
also known as Terra Egg;ggg).5 As a result the Order lost
some of lts compactness and originsl warrior zeal. Inumurious
living underminad the nobler gualities in the soldiers and
laziness changed them into weaklings.e The monastic vow of
poverty was scon forgobiten when the opporbtunity beckoned to
lead a life of esse as a feudal lord. The vow of chastity
did noct fare much better. A young historian wrote not oo
long ago: "The Xnights fornicated like soldiers and narried
like country sentlemen.“7 Also the third wvow, thaet of
obedience, was often conveniently disregarded if not openly
neglected,

In the face of moral laxmess, lack of fresh zeal,
difficulities with other local powers, and internal confliets
sapped much of Ghe original vigor of the Urder by the begin-
ning of the sixbeenth century. Whon the Roman Catholic
Church needed help most desperately, the Order was unable
o Turnish it.

Our attention is directed now to the ecclesiastical

povers in Hstonia., The territory not ruled by the Oxder

5Uustalu, ODe Ciltiey Deo 54

Sgax1 Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in
Gsbonla,* Church History, XIIi (December, 1953), 259.

71vid.
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was governed by bishops. The Bishops of Riga, Tartu, and
Saaremaa-iiifinemaa held considerable tracts of land. The
Lstonian county of Ugandi and the neighboring smaller
counties north of the River Emajlgi (Embach) belongzed o
the Bishop of Tartu. The Bishop of Sesarsmaa-L88nemaa was
the lord of the counties with the s2me names. The Arch-
bishop's territory surrounded the city of Riga in Latvia.
The Bishop of Tallinm had practically no land under uis
secular mule. The bishop'’s scclesiastical xule extended
beyond their secular holdings, covering also the entire
verritony of the Order. The ecclesiastics did not only
wield the splritusl sword but the secular ome as well, the
latter often being of greater immediate imporéance To thon.
Thus the bishops became actually secular nobles; the clergy
was under the spell of gecularization, In such spirit
nelther they nor their close advisers who formed tThe
Domkapitel bothered to offer pastorzl care to Uhe peogla.8
There was alweys some clergyman to perform the high mass
and kéep the canonical hours. Thess dubies were usually
assigned to chaplains and vicars. The higher clergymen
busied themselves with more profitehle endeavors such as
managing their secular estates.

The Roman clergy also excelled in finence. WYWhen the

money system came into use the clergy developed into a

8 5rbusow, op. cit., III, 39.
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great financial power in Livonia, Graudally the church
took in nors money than was needed for salarice and bulld-
ing purpcses. Thus clergymen became bankers or principal
noney lenders, earning as much as six per cent profit. The
vassels were the most frecuent borrowers.9 The m2in sources
of income for the church were gifts, endowments, =2nid taxes,
The whole mediaeval system of btaxationr wes also employed
in DIstonia, The riches, however, brought with it & curse
uponr the churchs it became secular-minded in proportion to
ite income,

Alpest without exception the clergymen were foreigners
who did not understand the vernacular., It is of interest
that in Egtonia bishoprics never became sheliters for the
vounger sons of the nobles as was the case in Germany. The
Crder proferred o have bishops from anong The eity dwellers.lo
In the choice of now bishops, the world-wide known art of
cinony in the Roman Church of the time was diligently
practiced also by the local parties.

The secularized clergy was easy prey of moral corrup-
tion., It ie said that there was "hardly a church couwacil
where priests wore not wsbuked for having concubines or

indulging in devink end gluttony."'* To illustrate the point,

%Ipig., III, 42.

1°Arbusow. op. cit., III, 40,

11Laantee' Oe cit-’ Pe 270,
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in 1515 at the Diet of Voluar the subject of concubinage
was discussed at leagbth. The problem secmed te bs that
the "wives" of the clergy were proud and lived in luwury

equal to that of the nobility.l?

The noblcs were ready to
Tforgive concubinage itself, bub not the high-and-nighity
behavior of the woman.la This 1s not to imply <that all the
clergymen sinmed in such & manner. IJor some of then that
was a Tinancial impossibility..*

1t is known tha®t bthere was a laclk of churches eszpecially
in the ceountry. +Yhe ones that were available for people
offered services moatly in Yatin., LV Gimes the nzatives
made no effort to secure intelligible servicesz., They pre-
ferred the incomprshensible Latin prayer and cultus, thinke
ing i% ©o be of greater efficacy. In rare cases pasiors
did preach in Ghe wvermacular, howaver, cirsady before tha
Reformation. Priest Bruno VWetberg delivereé soruons in
German and Istonisn near Harva (1504-1506). It is an under=-
statement to say that the language difficultvies played an
importent role in Zstonia. Doetrinally the Livonian
clergy held the officlal Heachings of the Homan Catholie
Caurch. This would maturally include 31l iSs errors and

misconceptions. The scints were worshiped, the worship of

121pia,
13Afbusow, op. ¢it., III, &6.
1p15., III, 57.
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Mary was exalted, masses were said for the dead. The proof
for this comes from the contemporary wills and testamants.ls'
The sermon topics often strayed far from the inspirad
Seriptures. Dreamsgy fables and exbtraordinary works of St.
Dominic formed the basis of many discourses.ls

It is no wonder that the popular spirituality relied
mostly on oubward actions and signs. Especially among the
urban element it was popular to retire into a monastery.
Sometimes the entire family left the "sinful world"™ at once.
fluch emphasis was placed upon indulgences, pictures,
statues, the magle act of transubstantiation; the worship
of relies, and pilpgrimages. The local saints lleinhard,
Berthold, and Albert, as far as can be ascertained, were
never officially worshiped.17 The encouragements by the
lowver clergy to attend services and receive help for the
soul ex opere operato did not go unheeded by the somewhat
superstitious populus. The higher clergy were not able
to perform such duties, because they usually were not in
residence., With the non-Germans, as some German historians
like to label the natives, the clergy experienced diffi-
culties. The old pagan religion was still very much a
part of them, in spite of théir baptism. In hostility

15, rousow, op. git., III, 103.
161piq., III, 59.
171p1a., III, 87-101.
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toward Chrisitianity they bturaned o their old religlous
custons of bringing food and d»ink to the depazbted souls,
worshiping thundexatoriae snd trees and even washing off She
Christian baptism of thelr ch‘.‘..ldran.lB In tha urbhan churches
too much money was spent on visusl splendor, In one case
sixteen marks (a relatively large sum of monsy) vera used
for the purchase of a plecse of cloth. This extravagant
spending prompted some to 1lift their volteszs in protest

19 Such spiritvual anﬂ.religicus

already in the middle ages.
conditions alone warranted o reformation and certsianly
helped to create an environment whers the sugcess of such

a movenont was insured.

Froguent hostillties with the Oxder 4id not help the
RHoman Church., The secular ambitionz of the hishops angered
the Livonian Order and nade then reluctunt to help the
former in, Gheir struggie against The forces of the now

teaching.ao

Yhe bishops mansged Lo offend also The vassals
by a gelfish and irrsgsponsible use of their religious

weapons. This relationship later proved fatal to the Roman
Church in Iivonia.=t

When the Cabholic Church finally realized that reform

lsodamaa, ope ¢ibey e 101,
19irbusow, ope Git., III, 110-11l.
2°Laantee. ODe git.y pe 27C.
alﬂrbusow. gg.|gi§., III, 157.
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was neoded, the situation was too far gone for an easy
remedy. At both councils, Comstance (1414-1418) and Basel
(1431-1449), Livonia was represented. A very imporbant
Decree (Landesordaung) of 1422 made bapiism mandatory within
one month and established compulsory church attendance.
Also the basic ninimum of Christian training was prescribed.ga
A synod called to Riga (1424-1428) drew up forty-eight
points in order to ralse the level of spirituality and
eliminate abuaes.23 It was required that a2ll people believe
what the Church taught, that baptism be pronounced clsearly
in the vermaculary and all be confirmed at the age of

2% Bfforts for reform within the Church continued,

twelve.
4% the Fifth Lateran Council the Bishop of Tallinn was rg=
presenting the Lilvonian Order., Certain individuals, notably
Bishop Kiewvel of Saaromaa-Linemaa, carried on a crusade
for the improvement of morals and pastoral care.25 However,
all these efforts were too weak and came too late,

A truly positive contribution of the Roman Church in
Livonia was its interest in education. &chools were estab-

lished in connection with parishes, promising young neople

221pid,, III, 52.

23Philip Tammaru, Usubpetuge conspect (Germany: nD.p.,
1948) 9 Do 57.

2% vbusow, Ope cit., III, 55-62.
25;rbusow, op. git., III, 129-133.
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were sent Lo study at foreign universities, even as far
as Rome.26 But the improved educational facilities and
the ideas brought in from abroad actually helped the cause
of the Reformation.

Closely connected with the secular clergy were the
monastic orders. Soon after the conquest of Livonia,
monasteries were built in or near the larger urban centers.
Cistercians established monasteries in Kirkna near Tartu
and in Padis near Tallinn, Among others also Dominican
and ¥rancisgcan monasteries were established in Estonia,

The Cistercians cared little for the spiritual welfare of
the poople, dovoting Their attention to their owm salvation,
The land that they owned and ruled like feudal lords was
tilled by natives.27 The mendicant orders, on the other
handy lived ingside the city walls and enjoyed close contact
with the outside world. They even made long trips into

the country to help people and bring spiritual comfort to .
thems HNot a few of the monks even managad to learn
Istonian. They enjoyed some degres of success and popular-
ity. The nunnories, and there were a number of then, were
often quite execlusive, accepting mostly ladies from the
nobility. As time passed on, the ascetic monasteries

became more worldly in their outlook and more unpopular

261pid,, III, 80.
270jamaa, op. cit., D. 100.
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with the people. ©Some managed even o win a bad reputation

by the end of the middle agas.aa

Gven the popularity of

tho mendicants was not unanimous. ©The Dominicans in Tallinn,
it seems, had acguired a special talent in gaining legacies
and in appropriating the wealth which was left without owmer.
The eity officials felt themselves cheated. 1In facty the City
Council of Tallinn accused the monasteries of protecting
thieves and murderers. There wers also genoral complaints
that the monks were lazy and gresdy.ag LEven the priests

ad no gpecisl liking for the monks, fearing to lose some
incone to the latter., Thusy in spite of their intellectual
and spiritual labors, they enjoyed poor public relationa,
Loter when the Reformers used the misdeeds of the msnks as

a mathter of public discussion "thers was no power to protect
then, 29

in the early part of the thirtecnith century important

towns developed in Sstonia: Tallinn (1219), Tartu (1225),
Viljandi (1225), 01d Pirnu and New PArnu, Somowhat later
Rakvere, Farva, and Paide appeared. Tartu and Tallinn
developed inbo big cities by the standards of the time.3l
At the time when Iubeck had ten thousand inhabitantsy, Tartu

28 vbusow, ope oit., III, 69. '_
29L.0antee, op. cit., p. 270.
301344, |
31O.jamaa. Ope cit., Dp. 82-83.
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boasted of six thousand and Tallinn was not faor béhind with
its four thousand.32 Many nationglities wersz pressnt in
these urban communities. The majority of the people were
German merchants but, especially in smaller towns, a large
number of natives also lived there besides the Swedes, the
Finns, the Danes, and the Russians. The reasorn for the
growth and prosperity of the Lstonian towms was trade., All
the above mentioned towns, except Harva, wers part of the
great Germsn Hanseatic League. Tellinn was especislly in
a favorable position: all trade going and coning f£rom
Russia had to be reloaded there. Such trade activity brought
immense wealth to the fstonian shores and more CGoerman
merchants to win it.

In the beginning the towvms had been governed by the
bailiffs of the overlords, but soon the power was vested in
an sutonomous Town Council (Rat) which consisted of Council=: ;
lors (Ratherren) and layors. By the sixteenth century
Tallinn had fourteen Councillors and:four layors. All the
citizens were organized into Guilds. In Tallinn three |
Guilds were known, here listed in order of theilr importance: .
the Great Guild, St. Kanut's Guild, and St. Olav's Guild.

The Gorman merchants who c;ma for a longer -stay Jjoined the
Black-heads, a special Guild of thelr own. The whoie Guild
system functioned very much like the one in Germany, after

32Laan$ee. op. elit., p. 271.
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which it was pattermed. Omne hisiorian sums up the position
and the influence of the ¢ities thus:

As a result of their autonomy, which included even the

administration of Jjustice, and even more because of

their wealthy the iLivonian towns almost completely
effaced the earlier influence of the overlords and
bailiffs. The bigger towas developed gradually ianto
almost independent States, whose relationship with

the rulers of the country resembled that of alliasg.2

Herchants travel much and carry the news of the world,
or at least they did in the middle ages. As a result the
citlies were exposed to the ideas of the outside world.

They were the firzt o receive and carry the banner of the
Refornation movement, long before their slower rurazl
brothers would catch up.

Another political power which made itiself felt in the
history of Livonia was the feudal nobility. The overloxds,
the Livonian Order and the Bishops, often graanted large
territories in fief to German nobles and merchanits, and in
isolated cases even to Dstonians. Historlians have estimated
the number of the lucky natives in North iHstonie tc be up
to two per cent. The bishops were especially inclined to
place their land into the hands of the vassals because they

needed the latter's military services. It did not take

long, however, when the new class banded together and formed

an independent power. By the end of the thirteenth century

55Uustalu, OPe Citey De 53.
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the Harjumaa-Virunaa vassals had already csbablishod a
corporation to protect thelr »ighis and evenbtunally acquire
the »izht to ontall their flefs on their sons and even
thelr daughters. This they succeeded in secuxing. In the
fourtesnth century the vassals claimed thet Denmork had
given the land a secular law., This aszertion was unhistor-
ilcal, but the mediszeval world tolersted unhiztorical bappen-
inges, and the bisghops lost part of their jurisdiction.34
Trom the meetlngs of the nobles eventually developed the
Diet (Landtem), an important soclsl developument, Diets were
attended by all the four major powers: Oxder, clergy,
nobility, and the representatives of ths town citizens,
Their importance incrsased in the later niddle ages when
the power of the Livonisn Order and the Ronan clergy had
declined somewhat. 4is ome of the najor powers, the nobles .
played a major role in the development of the Zeformation
uevenent, furniching some of its most loyal supporters.

LtBention is now directed to the native peasants. They,
too, played a part in the Reformation, In the beginniang of
the Germz=n domination the lot of the peasuant really was
gquita tolerabla. He had to accept baptism, he had to pay
tithey, and he had to render military service in case of war.
Haturally he did not like the loss of his political freedonm,

but he st1ll could enjoy justice based on local tradition

A prousow, ope cites IIL, 37.
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and often administered by men of hizs own natlonmality, Im
the beginning of the fourteanth century, howaver, the vagsals
began %o overlook some of the rishbs grantoed to the passants
by the peazce treaties. The peasants raised their voice in
protest which only helped them to lose further privileges.
On 8t. George Day (April 23) in 1343 the ¥stonians sbaged
their last large-scale revolt. it first success seemed
within their grasp but soon their armies were defeated. The
estimate is that tens of thousands of Dsboniang fell in
battle before their courage and strength was broken.35 The
final resulb was this: the previous trestliess were considered
voids the peasants were row depsndent solely on the pleasure
of thelr masters. Their economic situation had been com-
fortable previously bub now deteriorated rapidly, In many
cazeg land was configcated and the peasants were foreced to
earn their keep in the newly established largs farms of the
nebles. If the farmer was lucky he kept his land snd merely

3%  ictually

gave a number of working days to The Vassal.
there were many types of peasants still in existence: the
frecholders, the free peasants (artisans), uncus-pceasants,
"one~-foot men,” and laborers. All these men had one thing

in common: they did anot like the heavy burdens placaed upon

550ustalu, ORe Cite.y Pe 55.

staasal refers to a nobleman of lower rank who received
his land from the lord for military services rendered.
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then by their foreign mas‘aern.57
o wonder that the peasants wore weady o junmp on the
Reformation bandwagon and cry for liberty and equualilty
much earlier than the teachings of the Reformatior actually

neant mich (o thomne

*7Pustelu, op. cite, ppe 58-59.



CHAPTER IV
BFORIATION IDEAS CGOME 20 BSTONIA

Saxony, tha home state of the grea’ Gorman Reformex,
MHaxrtin JImbther, naturally formed the cxiginal spring fronm
1 traths

ound Hheir way ‘into the wide world of theological drought.

<t

he streams of bShe nevly re-emphasizad Gospel

Freom Central and Northern Germany the Raformation ideas
spread north-sastward to the shores of Zcst Baltie, reach-
ing Tivonia and more particularly Estonia in the third
decads of the sixteecath conbtury. In the chapbter a2t hand
tha rozd which the Reformation 1ldeas Hravelled to reach
Hetonia, is examined,

fhe circumstances are iandeed particulax -under which
Livonia waa officially iantroduced to the idcas and teach-
ings of Dr, Maxtin Iuther. The name of that great champion
of faith first appeared .in the mecords of the Pralates!
Coafarence at loaneburg oz July 28, 1521, This conbact
had not been iniviabted by the Reformsr hiuself nor his loyal
followers but by the Roman Cathollic Charch. IT 2ll started
with the papal ban wbkich Pope Leo X had promulgated aboutb
siz months earlier, placing ILmther:and his followsrs under
the curse of the Church. A copy of the bull had arrived
in Riga and 'bile Archbishop was dutybound to soe that its
contents were made lknown tc all the faithful, At the meebting
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in Roaneburg where Archbishop Jasper Linde met with Bishop
Johann Blankenfeld of Tallinn ond Tartu, Bishop Johann
Kievel of SaaremfAa-Lifinemaa, Bishop Basedorf of Courland

and other church digritaries. One of the items on the agenda

was: concorning the matter of Doctor lMartinus Duther.l o

record of the discussions is known 0 exist but the followe

ing was resolved:
iIn Bachen llartin Luthers sollen die Prélaten nach der
Rilckkehr in’ ihre Didzesen, ein Jeder zu gelegener
Zeit ihre DiBzesanen (populus) persdnlich oder durch
ibre Offiziale beil der Kathedralkirche versammeln und
die gepen lartinus erlassene Bulle dem Volk in den
Hauptsachen (sumnarie) bekanntmachen und ihrem Inhalt
nach vollziehen lassen, und den apostlischen lMandaten
ehrerbietig gehorchen.é

Prom this resoluition it seems that the Livonian clergy
took 2 more definitve stand in the issue than did their
colleagues in Germany. There just sinply was no doubt
that the pope's orders should or could be carried out. Some
have deduced from the resolution that already in 1521 the
bishops saw the possibility of the spread of Iuther's teach=-
ings in Livonia.5 In the opinion of the writer this con=-

1 2

Otto Pohrt, Heformationgeschichte Livlands, ein Uber-
bliclt (Leipzig: ﬁsar % Sievers, 1928), Jahrgang aﬁ;’T&ﬂH?T!
L‘II‘. 145)’ Pe 19.

aLeonid Arbusow, Die Einfidhrunz der Reformatioan in
Liv-, Bgt- und Kurla%g:iﬁ %ge en und Forschungen zur
Reformationsgeschichte (Leipzig: Vermittlungsverlag von

M. Helsius ligchfolger, 1921), III, 188.

5Kar'l Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in
Bstonia,” Church History, XXII (December, 1953), 269,




| 2 o

40
clusion is not necessarily walid. At any rate, the name
of Hartin Luther became known in Livoniz before the move=-
ment ho inspired had arrivad.4

ot very long afterwards, very likely already at the
end of the same year, the evangelical ldeas did reach
Livonia. They received a start in Riga where 2 few evangel-
ically minded clergymen settled and begun to preach the
Seripbural doctrine of Justification by faith,

At this time a few words are in order about Ghe men
who became the first reformers inm Livonia and whose direct
or indirect influcnce upon Istonian religious life can
hardly be overestimated. After all, Estonian:. and Latvian
territories were in close contact. Theix lérge cities
even formed a union (1524) for the protection of common
interests. Riga was the unofficial capital of the entire
Livonia, and thus elosely watched by the provincial towns,
Gasy travelling conditions and small distances made per-
sonal visits and correspondence relatively easy. At the
time of the Reformation the land of the Estonians and
Latvians was much more of a unit than it has been more
mecently. The focus of our atbtention falls primarily upon
three men: iAndreas Xnopken, Sylvester Tegetmeyer, and
llelchior Hofmann,

If the writer had to single out ome individual above

4
Philip Tarmmaru, UsuBpetuse conspect (Germany: n.D.,
1948), p. 58.
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all the others in the history of Livonian Reformation, he
would be Andreas Knopken (1468-15%9), sometimes affection=-
ately lknowa as indreas Hodestinus.5

Andreas Knopken was born in the rural area of Neumark,
not far from Kistrin. It is likely that his parents had
originally come from Pomerania. Not much is known about
his homelife except that he came from a modest home and had
a brother who shared his early interest in theology. By
1492 both brothers, /ndreas and Jokobus, had already raceived
their ececlesiastical appointments.s Apparently .\ndreas was
not satisfied with his theological training, for in 1510
he enrolled in Mroptow as a2 student of Bugenhagen. Already
befora 1512 he transierred to the University of Inglostadt
and somewhat later he contiaued his studies at the University
of Frankfurt on Oder. After a few yecars of study the forty-
two year old student returnsd to Treptow where he probably
held an ecclesiastical cffice and assisted Bugenhagen with
teaching in The city schools. During the three years he
stayed in Treptow he must have been seriously affected by
the New Learning. Irasmus, advove all others, made a lasting
impression on Andreas. Not later than in the fall of 1517

he went to Rige where his brother was Canon at St. Peter's.

5Ferd1nund Hoerschelmann, Andreas Knopken, der
Reformator Rigas: Ein Beitrag zur Kirch _'E_-Eeso chte Livlands
(Leipzig: Ae ﬁeichert, 1896), pe 10.

GArbuSOW’ Op« _c_i_;_'.b..’ III, 172.
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indreas was still seeking hinself theologically at that
time. At bines discouraged by the environment and the life
of the fellow clergyunen, he turned to Erasmus for advice.
A% least in three letlers did he inguire the way Lo true
happiness (“Auf welchen VWege komme ich zur wahren Glilck-
selig&eit?“).? When Erasmus finally answored him, then it
wvas Ho assure him that he was on the right road, else he
would not possess such personal piety and zeal for the
Christian Teubh as his lebtiers revoaled.

In a fow Fyears Andreas had rebturnod to Treptow, Huch
had happened during his absence. For one thing, Lubther
had nalled his fanous theses oa the castle dooxr in Wittenberg.
The Reformotion was begianing to gather momentum. It is
no% probabley howevery that Knopken or his teachei Bugenhagen
were seriocusly affected by it before 1520. It was Luther's

On the Babylonich Capiivity of the Church that made a strong

inpression upon the two theologians.a In fact Bugenhagen

travelled o Wittenberg in the following year. From the

Capital of the Reformation movement he sent several letters

to his former pupils. Soon afterwards the students in

Trepbow openly declared their allegicnce to the New Liesarning.
A look at the theological development of iAndreas

Knopken shows that he became neither a true humanist nor

7 srbusow, Ope eit., III, 177.
81pia., IIT, 181.
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an uwnouestioning disciple of Iuthery yet he lsarned much
from both men. By studying Imther's early writings and ever
readily listening to Bugenhagen's interpretation of Luther's
workk he learned to appreciate the cardinal doctrine of The
Reformabion, salvatlon by grace through faith in Christ,
It is most likely that .-s:n.d::'-eaa agver commmnicated psrsonally
with Luthery although 1t is knowm that MHelanchbhon wrocte
an official lottor of encouragement o nim. The lebtber is
lost now uni‘ortmzatal;y‘.g

Whon Konsplen reburned %o Riga in Juns, 1521, he was
no longer seeking light bub ready to offexr it to others,
A major bilographer of his puts 1t thus:

it I-‘raudigkeit.md Xraft hat er als ersber Zauge

%giklﬂggg%gﬁ in Rigg das Vort Gottes vor allem

Zhe o » o

is a popular and esetablished preacher in the city, he ook
upor himgelf to prepare twenty-four evangelical 'bheses.ll
which ho chose %o defend in public. The disputation took
place on July 12, 1522, This could be used as 3 convenient
datie to mark the official beginning of the Reformation move-
ment in Livonia.

What did the —eformer teach? He preached ;)ustification
by faith and the certainty of the Gospel promises. Only in

9Ipid., III, 18%.
1°Hoerachelmann, ODe €iGey pPo 10.
1l rbusow, Op. cite, III, 211=-215.
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the sccond place did he Houch upon the evils of the church.
As far as the Church Fatvhers were in agreemeant with- the
Seripture, he used them. He did not advocate immediate
forceful reform nor did he mention the nams of Luthsr.la
A% first his preaching was nobt even challenged by the Roman
Cathollic authoritvies,

By 1524 the brave tvieologian had found Uime To oublins
his teachings in print. His Commentary ca tie IZpistle to

the Homang, anouating to a complete volume on dogmatics,

appeared in Witbenbermg. It is an extremely intereating
work, showing the development of ¥theology in Livonia. Let
it suffice here to say that the aubthor of the Commentary
owes much to lLuther, Illelanchthon, and Srasius. Some wWho
have studied bthe work in detaill claim that it is not Luth-
ersn in sll aspects.l3 There iz at leant ono good study
available on Ghe wurk.l4

in pessing it is noted Ghat Knopken was married and
cne of his sons, ilathias, studied at the University of
Wittenberg.

There are several reasons why it was necessary to

spend some time in discussing the development and work of

Andreas Knopken: he was the first reformer in Livonia and

12yv,43,, IIL, 197.
131pig., IIT, 249.
14Hoarachelmann, ope cit.y, Dpe 189=235.
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probably one of the greatest of them; above all, he ine
fluenced tha Refornation movemens in Batonla., No individual
letters are available at present, bubt it 1ls Xnown that hs
wrote to his evangelical friends in Dzllian to encourage
them in their womlz. IJiis Coumentaxzy and othox leass ".-:e:i.l
Inown works btogether with a host of well loved hymns were
walcouned in Tallinn and Tarbu, where they accomplished
more than prianted evidence would warrant to balieva.15

Sylvestor Tegetmeyers "Ghe llan s-:i‘a?.z threo Languages,™
was anothor outstaading evéngelical proacher in Liwvonia.
He was born in Hamburg, Gormany. Laber in 1life ke spent
some yeaxs of study in Rostoclk where he raceived his
Master®s degree (1519).16 A8 a gifted stunden® he had per=
fected his kacwledge of Labin, Greek and Hebrew to a degree
in vhich they served him ss helpful theolngical tools.
Ir 1520 he was elected Ho the office of chaplainey of the
Dom in Rostoecl, which post he held until his evangelical
teaching caused hin o leave ‘-:own.l'? Hg came %o Rige (1522)
where Hnopken welcomed him as a brother in Chrlst. It soon
bocame evident, howevor, that the two men differed much in
personality. Tegebtmeyer's mathods wers much more radical

than Knopken'se. IHis parishy S5t. Jacob, became the haven

151-&81115889 OPDe cit.’ Pe 272,
16, rbusow, ope eifi., IXX, 2356-238.
17Eoerschelmann, ove cib.y pPe 56.
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Ifor the overzealous, Un one occasion he hingelf led en
iconoclastic outburst and publicly stated thoet he would notb

be satisfied unless the mouks and priests be driven oubt cof
(2]

(&7

K

town.

A particular iunterest in Tegetmeyer is promplted by
his ciose conbacts with Esbtoniz. HHig influcnce upoxn the
dGgtonlan reformation was so great thet the IZstonicn nobles
regarded nim as Ghe leadexr of the vkole movement. His life
waes actually iu dunger in 1525. AL one occasion when the
people oi Tartu sesued o be getting oubt of hand, Yogstmoyer
was sumuoned from Rige to handle the situationg which he
¢id by preaching the Word of {iod.l9

iislechior Hofmano, a controversial figuwe in spite of
Lis ¥itle of the Aposile of Livonis, also contributed Ho
the spread of the Heformation ldess in Hsbonia. Young
Helchior, born during the last decade of ths fiftecnth
cenbury, was kept from receiving a higher education by
lack of funds. 4is a young man he come under The infliuende
of uysticism which left a mark upon all his laber Feachlings.
In 1522 he embraced the teachings of Luther. He shared the
Hoformer's high rogard for the Woxrd of God but had a2 Len-
dency o overemphesize bthe oschatologlcal approach in preach-

lag. In fact ot one time he endeavored %o draw all his

1BLaantee. Ope CiGagy De 2726

191bido| Pe 272.
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toachings f{rom thoe Apocalyps.
He had much that pleased people. Ho was a simple
layman, leather drosser by trade, with spotless life aand
& good appearancos. +A¢ spoke with conviction and fire,
Through his fisry precaching thoe lower classezs bocame inter-

eated in ths Gospel.“”

.:}

The sxtrene doctrines, howsver, did nol make him popu-

the evangelicael clergy. His teachings were under

rn

Ll

l—l

lax
coustant susplclon. it ons time, to wvindicate himself,

Hofmann travelled sll the way to Wittenberg to he exuninsd
by Luther, Both lmthery and Bugeahagen approved of the
teachings he presexnbted thera.al Sut this brougit only
teaporary relief from the abtbtacks. Later, in bittermess
Ttoward the avangeliczl proachers whom he called the sar=
vants of Satan, he tried Yo establish his own sects whersver
he pircached,

Eyen though some of Hofmann's later work was desbTuce
tive, Dstomnia owes him a word of thanks for his ladors in
bringing the Roformetion ideas to the unsophisticatad.

fore turaing the attention to the Reformation itself,
a few woxdis must be said about the part that Lubther hinsell
layed in bringing his own ideas To the Baltic countries.

At fivet there was no direct connection between the

20&1‘1’7150??' L2 citr’ III| 2700
21Laantee. SPe Cit.ey Pe 2726




48
evangelical preachers of Livonia and Imther. ©On August 20,
15224 Johann Lohmiillery Secretary to the City of Riga, an
unceliable character, approached Luther by letter, request—
ing a word of encouragement from the Refarmer.aa Luther
took his time with the reply--a month. Before Lohmilller's
second letGver could reach the Reformer, a printed answer
finally arrived (wribtten in August, 15233 arrived in Hovene-
ber, 1523). It was addressed to: "Den auserwdhlten lieben
Prounden Gottesy allen Christen zu Riga, Reval und Dorpat
in Livland, meinen lieben Herren und Briidern in Christo.”
In 1% Luther oxpressed joy that the pure teaching had reached
the far corners of heathendom. He wazs happy to hear the
firmness of thelr faith but warned them to remain true to
the new confession and 'to guard againgt false teachers.
IFrom the letter we see that he was aware of the local dis-
putes concerning the non-essentials. The advice of the
Reformer was: Faith, Love, Hope are essentialj if we keep
thenm all the non-essentials will fall in line by them-
Belves.25

Iuther also dedicated the exposition of the one hundred
twantybsévanth Psalm to "allen lieben Freunden in Chris®o

22, rbusow, Op. gite., III, 229.

231artin Iather, "Den auserwdhliten lieben Irsunden
Gottes, allen Christen zu Riga, Reval und Dorpat in Livland,
meinen lieben Herren und Briidern in Christo," D. Hartin
Iuthers Werke (Hritische Gesammbausgabe; Weimar: Hermsn
EB!I'Iau, m' XII’ 145f£.
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zu 1213&.“24 In Pebruary, 1524, Luther wrote tc Spalatin:
Das Evangelium geht auf und schreitet foxt in Ldviand,
besonders bei den Rigensern, von denen ich kiirzlich
Briefe und einen Boten empfangen habe; so wilnderbar
ist Christo0.25
From these words we see that Luther definitely showed
interest and wasg informed of the Reformation movement in
the Baltlic area. Iuch of the information came to him,
most likely, through his students. :
In this chapter consideration was given to the sources
from which the Reformation ideas and evangelical spiri®
found the way to tstonia, DThe developmeat of the movement

itself follows in the next chapter.

2"’.?.rbusow, op. cit., III, 278.

251bid.




CHAPTER V

THE DEVELOFIIENT OF THE REFROMATION
MOVENENT IN BSTONIA

The general patterm of the whole Reformatlon move~
ment followed these lines. An early success in large city

parishes was followed by the spread of the movement to the

1 pe pattern usually called for a few

she
country at largo.
out of town evangellcal preachers who sowed the seed. As
the movement gathered momentum the conservative elecments
usually rebelled. Quite often the champions of the Roman
Catholiec couse were the monks. The hostilities mounted
cteadily until the populace staged a destructive, icono-
clastic outbreak which usually marked the turning point in
the religious affiliation of the city. The Uld Church,
being disturbed if not destroyed, made room for the building
of the new.2 -

In the esrly years the Reform movement, the evangelical
cause, was not consciously identified with the teachings of

Inther. It is certain that the ideas in essence came from

'Laonid Arbusow, Die Einfidhrung der Reformation in

Liv-, Dst- und Kurland, ellen und Forschungen zur
RoFormationsreschiohte (Leipzig. VermittIungsverlag von M.
Heisius HacﬁgoIger, 1921), III, 625.

aﬁ. Ojamaa and i. and T, Varmas, BZesti ajalugu (Stockholm,
Sweden: "Eestl Rasmat," 1946), p. 101.
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Imthery but they were applied indepcndently by the local
leadership. Dus to the difficulties that Iuthor was ex~
periencing in Germany, the local clergymen and eivil leaders
often took great pains to make it clesr that they were no
underlings of the Gorman Reformer but mevely were trying to
refornm the sbuses in the Church and o bring back the Gospel
into the pulpit.

Cuch an approach had 1ts advantages and disadvantages.
Jne of the most obvious of the latter was the lack of
united effort from which the movement suffeored soz'ely.3 As
an advantage, may be counted the somewhat tolerant attitude
of the Order, the vassals, and even at times the ecclesi-.
astical princes who underestimated the dimeansions of the
movenent in the begimning, These early independent efforts
soon attained some dogree of unity, as in the case of the
large citles, and later welcomed conscious Lubtheran leader-
ship.4

There is no doubt that the political and soccial en=-
vironment in Estonia which has been treated already at
lengbth in chapter two,made the success of the Reformation
possible. There was no single force in Istonia that had

the pover and desire to wipe out the new ideas by force.

Sprbusow, op. gite., III, 625.

4Kar1 Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in
Bstonia," Church Histozy, XXII (December, 1953), 273.
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liotably, the nobles protected the Reformation in order to
weaken thelir perennial political opponents, the ecclesis
astical princes., The Livonian Order, remaining Roman Cath-
olic to the ond, made no decisive effort to destroy the
mnovenent but preferred to wait and see how the issue would
be finally settled in Germany. This indecisive approach
offered an invaluable opportunity for the Hew Teaching to
take root, meture, and expand,

The Reformatlon movement was entirely a ILutheran move-
ment, however, in the sense that it did not partake of the
major Protestant disputes of Burope. To this dsy the over-
whelming majority of the Estonian people is Lutheran. &
minor exception here was the sectarian approach by lielchior
lofmann and his followers, who, by the way, did not survive
for long.

Une of the characteristics of the Estonian Reformation
is the lack of outstanding leadership. It was more of a
group effort than the accomplishment of one or a few in-
dividuals. This statement in 20 way is meant to discredit
the efforts of the evangelical pastors who assumed local
leadership. They worked hard and with devotion to the cause.
In faect, it is hq?ﬁ to imagine the success of the movement
without-their labors. However, it is still true that no
towering personalities can be found in the Estonian Refor-
mation history. Johann Lange, Zacharias Hasse, and Hermann
Marsow are best known of the reformers. But the fact that
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their life stories are shrouded in nystery indicates the
relative unimportance of thelr persons.

Johann Lenge was bora in Germany; it is not known
oxactly where or even whon.5 Ho had proviously beloaged to
the Premonsirateansiaon Order. The exbent of his theological
preparation and ths reason he left Stade to come o Dallinn
remzin unk.umrm.s In 1525 Lange rocelved the post of chap-
laingy at S5%e. Nicolus, vhere he preached regularly. This
afforded an excellent opportunity to commanicate his evangele
ical view to the people and win a following. In the sermons
he was courageously poiomical bub also evangelical. Soon
he was elevated o0 the remular pastorship cof the church.
iflext year he was instrumental ia getbing the Lirst Lvangel-
ical Church government, which he was called to hsad,
spproved by the Clty Council (Septembexr, 1524-).7 He worked
the remeinder of his life in Tallinm where he died (August,
1531) and was buried.

Probably soon after Longe's arrival in Tallinnm,
Zacharias Hasse joined him there. Of Hasse's previous
activities little else is known excapt that he used to preach
in Breunsberg and BElbing. IV 1s difficult to declide whether
he was already under the influence of the Hew Teaching before

5Laantee, O g_:l_.'_h_., Be 273,

® \rbusow, op. git., III, 292.

?ivid., III, 585.
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he arrived in Tallinn. It seems logzical that this was the
case. The fact that he brought along books may indicate
that he used bthem and possibly was wallteducated.a Once in
Pallinn, he assumed the duties of the chaplain at St. Olaf's
Church, His evangelical preaching attracted a following
who ousted the old pastory Reinhold Grist, and replaced him
with Hasse. He dled in 1551 as & wictim of the plague.?

The only reformer in Estonia, or in ILivonia for that
nattery who had studied directly under Luther was Hermann
ilarsow. He was a clergyman from Riga who had studied
earlier at the University of Greifswald (1505-1507) from

-where he received his Bachelor's degree.. As a maturs man

he matriculated at Wittenberg and from there moved to Partu

{(1523), If it is tzue that the evangelicals were already

in Tartu, as ILuther thought, then nothing is known aboub

them. Ilarsow was a successful preacher and soon found hime

gelf in the pulpit at St. Mary's under the patronage of

the. Small Guild.’® The Bishop of Tartu banished him from

the city the following summer. He moved to Tallinn.lt
Something has been said about HMelchior Hofmann pre-

viously and there will be an opportunity to hear of him again

81pid., III, 582.
%Ipid,, III, 283.
O1pia., 1II, 326.
11Laantae. Ops cit.y Pe 273.
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in coansction with the Reformation of Tartu.
Some »ecornds indicate that Heinrich Bockhold was the
evangslical preacher at the Chureh of the Holy Spizit in
Tallinn, The source, hovever, is not very reliable. Since
praciically nothing is known of his activity, the question

s 12

of the hisbtoricity of his person has been raised. The

oxistenco of an evongelical preacher by the name of Johaan

5

Masslen, supposedly sn assistant of Lenge at 5t. Nicholus,
is even more doubtliu .:!5

These fow men carried the Reformation ideals in theix |
ﬁec:t and onn their lips. There sust have been many othexrs
of whom nothing is known today.

“he development of the Reformaﬁion movensas in the
cities will now be considered. Tallinm is-our sta*tlng
point, The reader knows already thet the city tolerated or
rather enjoyed the evangelical sermons of Lange and Hasse-
alrgady singe 152%. The Roman Catholic cultus, however,
was convinued in the Cathedral and the monesteries. It be-
cane cbvlous that sooner or later the two types of theology
would c¢lash. DBy Vhe early part of 1524 the situstion had

becoune so serious Hhat the City Council proposed a theo-

logical debate between the monks and the evangelicals o
settle the differences. PThis the former deélined, explain-

12, rbusow, op. oibe, III, 283.

131014., III, 283.
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ing that they were not allowed to debate on doctrinal mat-
ters.l4

Xnowing public opinion and having lost their love for
the money hungry Dominicans, the City Council decided to
reform the momastery. Oun April 9, 1524, the Council delivered
instructions to Prior Johann Buxstrup to have all Roman Cath~
clic preaching in the vernacular stopped. The pure Gospel
was allowed to be proclaimed in Garman.15 The Council also
required the reduction of the number of religious holidays
s0 that the worikers could earn enough to make a living.
Haturally the Roman Catholic authorities objected. They
complained to Wolter von Pletienberg, the lMaster of the
Livonian Order, accusing the city of heretical tendencies
and of the violation of the rights of the moanastic establish=

msnts.ls

Plettenberg responded with a letter to the city,
requesting that (1) the Gospel be preached in the cause of
gensral peace and wellbeing; (2) monks be treated with

respect; and (3) peasants be encouraged to obey their nasters.>’
To this the City Council promptly replied in the name of

"Shristlichen Gemeinde der Stadt," assuring the Order that

1%1p1a,, TIZ, 287.
151pig., III, 278.

1% -

supuhastus eestlaste maal. Published by the Reforma=
tion Jubllee Commission. (Jlartu, Hstonia: Ed. Bergmann,
1924), p. 45.

17Laantee, op. cit., p. 274.
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nothinz objectionable was taught by the evangelicals: no
heresy was pronlainad, only the message of psace and brotherly
love ahounded.l8
Meanwhile the Dominicans were not idle. Seeinz that
they wers not effactively protected from the raforms, they

began $o carny the wealth of bthe momastery out of the ciby.

17y

whon the ULty Council raceived word of this activity, it

ordered an ilmmaediate invenbtory of all the nonks® nroperty.
When property ntlll disappesared, in spilie of repeated warn
ings, all of it was confiscatied, the basenent of Sk,
Cathrin®’s monastery was turnad inbo a storehouse for nunie
tions and the monks were asked to house the sick upstailrs.
Vhile the Yominicans wame "saving their souls while caring
for the sick," the Cistercian muns at Ot. lilchasl were also
exporiencing the effects of the Reformation. Thelr vows
were declared woid and they were permmitied o marrye Their
noble relatives, however, did mot approve of marriages to
commoners, In fact they demanded that the nuns be sent back
and the men involved be ounished. The nobles of Harjuman-
Virumaa drzfted a letter raquehting the Oider to enforce
"ustice.” COCharacterigstically Plettenbsrg preferred to take
no action except to waitalg It was obvious that the pre-
lates and the Livonian Order were without power against

the growing cities,

18, rbusow, op. cit., III, 288-289.
191pig,, III, 320~321.
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Fiaally Plethenberg decided S0 roproach the city by
letber. e insisted that all the tirsasures of the monaatery
be rsturned immediately and the muns be forced o roturn
to celibate 1lifs., This letier nroved 55 be the matech that
startad the explosion, It was read o the public on the
tenth of Beplezber, 1524, When the citlzens of Tallinn
hesard the contents of the letter they turmed in rage upon
the Homan Chuwch propexrty. Within threse hours a crowd of
Germers and Ssbonians stormed the Dominicsn monastery, the
Chuvcl of the Holy Spirit, and St. O0laf's Church. 5St.
ificolus escaped destruction narrowly. lany invaluable
obdects of ark were destroyed and much of the treasure was
car>led olfs The mob stopped only when there was nothing
ieft, Go pull apa‘.-."’d.ao

L% becuons obvioug that some sort of an orderly progran
foxr the Tvengolical Church was needed. To £ill the need,
the reformers propared a plan for the organization of the

Svangelical Church on city-wlde scale. IDex Entwurf christ-

iicher Omdnung im kirehlichen Regiment provided that a
superintendent be named for the churches of tha city with
powers to appoint or discharge the clergy (with the approval
of the council), TFrom henceforth divine services wers to

be conducted in Dstonian or Gormang and the treasures of

the clmrches used for the relief of the poor. The management

201y14,, III, 357.
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of the financial affairs of the Church was entrusted to a
council of elght laymen.o+
the City Council definitely establiched the organization of

the Ivangelical Church in the city. From then on the ine

The acceptance of the plani by

fluoence of the Reformation penetrated into all aspects of
daily 1ife.22
In the early part of the next year the Dominicans
nonastery had its downfall. The monks started it by trying
G0 hide their property in the homes of the citizens. An
angry CGity Council sentthem the ultimatum: either they
aceept Ghe evengelical faith and.becoma useful citizens or
leave town. Ilany persisted in their faith and moved out

[ ]
within an hour.

By this time the ecclesiastical force of the city was
evangelical, excepting the Cistercian nunnery in the lower
part of toun and of course the Cathedral where Roman Cath-
olic services s%ill continued. The arrangement of having
Homan and evangelical services legally existing side by
side became the characteristic phenomenon in Livonia after
the Reformation.

In Tartu the Reformation movement expericenced greater
difficulties than in Tallinn., There were many reasons for

this, the main one being the person of Bishop Blankenfeld.

2l1piqa., III, 587.
22Lante°' ODe 9_1_'_'5'0’ Pe 275.
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Educated in Berlin and Bologna, the ecclesiastical jurist
wag ag able as he was ambitious. He was known to be an

eneny of the cities and suspicious of all heretical move-

ments which might further the power of the City Council,
The enthusiastic preaching of Hofmann and the riots that
1% incited did not help the orderly formation of an Evangel-
ical Church Government eithnr.a3

In the beginning Bishop Blankenfeld was successful in
arrecsting the spread of the Reformation as he forced the
banichment of Hermann Marsow, the first Iumtheran preacher
in Tartu. But in the fall of 1524 lielchior Hofmann settled
in the city and began his radical preaching sctivity. This
layman's enthusiastic approach togdther with a thorough
knowledge of the Leriptures, proved very success£u1.24
Blankenfeld thought that all he had to do was to banish
Hofmann to stamp out the new disturbance. This, however,
did not prove to be the case. When an attempt was made to
arrest Hofmann on January 7, 1525, as he was preaching, the
congregation interfered and a tumult resulted. It turmned
into an iconoclatic outbreak. The evangelicals forced their
way into St, Mary's and lifted Hofmann into the pulpit. The
Roman service which had been in progress was interrupted
and the priest together with the cholr chased out. The

251bid., p. 276.

24Philip Tammaru, UsuBpetuse conspect (Germanys N.D.,
19"‘8)’ Pe 60.
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next target of the angry mob was St. John's. Church histo--
rian Leonid Arbusow describes the aetivity thus:

Der aus Birger und jungen Gesellen bestehende Haufe,
der slch gewiss auch durch Zulauf proletarischer un-
deutcher Hlemente rasch vergrbsserte, stiirmte auch
die zwelte Pfarrvkirche zu St. Johanny, hob die Altidre
aus, zerbrach die Helligenbilder, demolierte die Orgel
und #ibexzab alles dem auf den lMarkt lohenden Scheiter=
haufen,2
Algo the Dominican monastery of 8St. Mary-liagdalene and the
Franciscan nunnory were disturbed. In the latter, in spite
of the tears of tho women,
iSchleier und Kopftlicher wurden abgerissen, einige aus
der Schar an den Hoaren aus ihren Zellen gsgogen und
der ganse Ronvent aus dem Hause getrieben.
4 few days loter (Janvary 10, 152%) two hundred men were
attaciiing the Cathedral and the bighop's residence. They
were forced by gunfire to metreat. The incident claimed
two German and two Hstonian lives, and about twenty were
wvounded. Soon church bells were ringing in the lower part
of the city, calling for a new attack upon the Cathedral,
In o few hours its doors were broken down and destructlon
prevailed. Zven crucifixes were not spared. Tartu had
reached a point of no returnj no reconciliation with the
Roman Church was possible. The City Council addressed a
letter to Plettenberg, explaining the situation, asking for

help in restoring peasce, and accusing Bishop Blankenfeld of

25, rbusow, op. cit.y III, 382.
261pid,.
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violating the liberty of the citizens., Again Plettenberg
took no action, except to assure the city that their Bishop
meant no harm.

The Hayors together with the City Council approaéhed
Tegetnsyer of Riga and requested him o come =2nd restore
peace. He preached in Tartu for four weeks, beginning
February 1, 1525. Although the tention between Bishop
Blankenfeld (the Roman Church) and the city continued for
some Gime, & more sottled state of affairs was reached when
Tartu adophed an Bvangelical Church Organization similar to
that of Eallinn.a? The information on.further development
of the Reformation in Tartu is scanty. IS5 is told that the
Roman services were no longer attended by the citizens. The
monits who were sent out of towng dould return only if +they
gave up their vows and werse marx»ied, Later on the Dominican
nonastexy was used as an armory, and the Franciscan abode
as a lime kiln, both of which had probably served earlier
aa-hospitals. All church income was placed into a common
treasury from whore the evangelical pastors received btheir
salary. Beginning with 1526 a regulated raiief program
was established.

The theological battles that raged in Tartu at the time
were caused by llelchior Hofmann's peculiar allegorical and

eschatological sermons. In the beginning his teachings

27iaantee. ope cit.y Pe 276,
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seemed %o be Lutheran enough, but soon the chiliastic
ideas created an uproar. Interestingly enough, in politics

28 which was in sharp contrast

dofmann preached quietism,
to the happeninge in the city. He was most vehemently
against all ceremonies and orsl confession before the

Sacrament, but he strongly favored the preaching of sanctifi-
cation. As time passed, his teachings on the Lord's Supper

seemed tc be closer to Karlstadt than Iuther. Besides, his
nany battles with the fellow clergymen convinced him that
the evangelicals were even more dangerous enemies of Carist
than the Church of Rome. He was sure that a formal theo-
logleal education disqualified a man for the work of the
miniatny.ag
A8 a result of an open attack from the pulpit on the
Mayor's daughtor, concerning some ornaments she was wear-
ing, Hofmann was asked to leave Tartu and never to return
(1526). In all probability this was for the good of the
Dvangelical Church hers. He travelled to Tallinn, Sweden,
Denmark, and finally o Germany. Because of his Anabaptist
views, which he later adopted, ke was put in prisom in

Strassburg (1553) where he stayed for the rest of his life
(8. 1543).7° '

28) vbusow, Op. cit., III, 6Ol.
291bid., III, 613.
OInia,, IIT, 624-625.
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The Hofmann case was, no doubi, the most acuie doctrinsl
controversy of the Reformation within the evangelical camp
in Estonia.

Very little information is available on the RBeformation
movenent in smaller towms. In April of 1524 oxr possibly
already eazrlier, evangelical preaching appeared in Harva,
The movement was most likely an offshoot from Pallinn. The
names of the early preachers are unknowm. oSoon differences
developed with the Dominicans in connectlon with the builde
ing of a new monastery. The citizens of iHarwva sought help
from Plettenberg. Already in the fall of 1524 the Dominicans
had given up the building project. There iz no further
mention of them in connection with Harvas By 1532 the
community was definitely won by the Reformation for its
nanc appeared in a list of small evangelical townms. The
firgt known evangelical preacher thers was Ambrosius Zoege
(15327) .91

In NWew-F#rnu, the fourth largest city in iivonia, the
City Council was at first unfavorably disposed toward the
new movement. The news about the first evangelical preach-
ing here is uncertain. It is possible that the preacher's
name was Johann Eck (Eycken or Meke). The iconoclastic
uprising in Harch, 1526, the last one im Livonia, marks a
definite outward break with the 0ld Church order. Amn

5lTbid., IIT, 323=325.
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evangelical pulpit was established here by Black-heads,
& German merchant Guild, In 1530 pastor Johann Swaning
freely proclaimed Hhe Gospel in New—Pﬂrnu.32

By 1526 most of the small Dstonlan Lowas had embraced
the Luthoran faith. The few exceptions, Hapsalu, 0ld-
P8rnu, and Saaremaa, surrendered to the movement within a
few ycars.55

So fwr 1little hap been said aboub the attitude of the
nobles (vassals) toward the Reformation. Or the whole the
political and economic calculations determined their actions.
From this rule exceptions must be allowed. Uenerelly, in
the beginning the nobles favored the Reformation movencnt
for they sew in it a force that would weaken the ecclesie:
astical milers.?' On July 17, 1524, a number of them banded
bogether in the north and decided to answer the frantic
pleas for help from Tartu. The mobto of the wvassals was:
"Dag Wort Gotites bleibd evis.“35

Although it is said that thelr stand was merely con-
ditioned by their desire to sitand against the prelatss, their

leader, Jiirgen Ungern, was definitely a conscientlous evangel-

525 rbusow, Ope Cibes III, 467-475.
331pide, III, 475

3qbdamaa, OPe Citey Pe 105.

55 1rougow, ope eit., III, 343.
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ical.”® When the nobles realized that the Imtheran tenche
ing would bring about social changes which evenbtually would
demand nore fresdom for the peasants and thus hurt not only
the Catholic prelates bubt also themselves, they turned
agalnst Ghe movemeant, Only somewhat laeher, nostly in the
middlie of Uhe sixteenth cenbtury, and then very cautiously,
they, o0, Decane Lutherans.57

‘he peasanis, the only thoroughly naitive element in
Lstonia, were Iintroduced to the Reformaiion early. The
ideas most likely spiead Lrom the clties, through nmaries

38 Zreachors also went oub

places zand travelling salesnen.
anonz the farmoxrs Go proclaim the message of the Gospel.
Hention is made of such preaching already from 1524, There
were some peasant uprisings near Tallinn 2and Narva ot the
time. The bishop's resldence was burat down in Harjumaa,

In the larjumaa-Virumaa reglion peasants put the Reformation
slogans to practical use. “hey demanded a right to chocse
their own pustors, the abolition of corporal punishnbnt, and
Iree use of forests and waters. These demands amet heve
besen patterned after the Twelve Articles of the Cerman

peasants. This assumption is probably correct since a copy

BInid., IIT, F40=347.
571p14., IIT, 435.

Bsotto Pohrt, Reformationsgeschichte Livliands, eln
Bverblick (Leipzié: BEAT & Olevers, 1928), FaEEEané 35,
Heft 2 (lire 145), pe 101.
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of the irticles was found in the archives of Tallinn.39
Lls0 Blankenfeld corplained that nesr Qaxtu the peasunts
wers polsoned with ideas that proupited them o disregerd

40 The peasant movenenit, Loy

their obligations and taxos.
ever, sSoon wove oult wibthoud perxcipliteting intc a full

s¢ale peasanits®! revolte Of course the nobles &id nch

know that beforshanG, and regarded Hhe movemsnt with fear.
Somsone has sald that the only impoxrtant result of these
uprisings vas vhe alionation of nobles from the ciftlies and
the teachings of huﬂhu?.%l The writer is inclined to ugraee
wibh this statement,.

From the Gthoological point of viow the peoasanis remzined
stracgers o Ghe Heformnation for a while o coms. Tho only
way %o noke an iupression upon tha country folk was to
supply themn with evangelical preacihing and Hsaching in She
vuruaaular.ua This was ot done adeguately in the baglinning,.
Tueir oubward evangelization came when the nobles bscana
evangelical. To the psasant, in most dases, this asent o
ciiange in pastors and in the ordexr of service which hs did
not understand In the first place. It is entirzely probable
that many Hsbtonian pessants were directly wom for Chrisy

from paganism even though they and their aacestors had been

395331‘.'@33' GPe 21_-_'&_.. Da 275

0 i rvuson, 05e glbes III, 432,
#lrpig., ITT, 435,
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members of the Ohrisbtian Church for coaturiss. The soven-
teenth cenbury is ofbten heid to be the datoc of The ovangel-

ization of the countryside, bubt an oubstanding Estonian

cimreh historian asssrts that it was only through the activisy

of the piehissic Moravian Brabhven (17342L.) “has evaazol-
ical Christianity became a living experience for the
Betonisn peasants. '

Tais briefly covers Hhse developnent oi the Reformation
movenent in saobonia. The Estonians and the Germans living
in the citiecs, under the leadership of incoming evangelists,
embraced the Heformation first. Slowly The nobles also
accepted the evangelical faith and in turn made the Cospel
avallable to the peasanis. The uanderprivileged farmers and
fermsorkers were the last in Dstounis to be affected by the

teachin:s of I», lartin Imther.

“3y1at 5i1d, Besti kirikulugu vanimast sjast olevikund
(Tﬂm: HeDey 19385' Pe ®




CHAPTER VI
IMMEDIATE RESULTS OF THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT

When a najor mwvement, and the leformatlon cerbtainly
vas one, sweeps the cowatry major changes may be oximctad
tc occcur. Thexreofome, 1% is somewhat startling to hear that
"it (the Rolformation) made rapid progress without, however,
alflecting soricusly the relationship between Ghe now Iubh-
eran Taorman pastor and his Hstonlan congragation. wl In
oGhor norihern countriss the Reformation was closcly con-
nected with nationalistic agpirations. It usually created
2 natlonsl church and produced a vernacular literatuse.
Oftenr the Bible was alnmost immediately btranslated into the
native tongue, founding the nodern writton language ol the
country. Thus, for example, the Finus, close and gcod n
neighbors of the Bztomians, were able to have their oun Hew
Tegtement translation already by 1548 (the EBishop Miikall
Agricola’s btransaltion). 2

Things were differsnt in Livonia and lLstonia. Theo
foreizn leadership (Gorman) in the country was not primarily
interested in the development of the natives. This is borme

1
A. Torma, The Church in Estonia (New York: World
Association of'EsEonlans, Inc.y 194%)y De Ga

211. OJjamaa and A, and T. Varmas, Zesti ajalu
(Stockholm, Sweden: "Eesti Raamat,” ]’.QIE')T' De 100,




70
out by the fact that the Hstonians hed to walkt over a
century longer» than thelr neighbors in the MNorth befors
they conld have the Gospels in the only lanzuage bthay
really kaew,.

Also on the political scens the influence of the
Reformation on lstonia differed radically from hax naishhors,
Instead of helping to0 centralize the political power, ib
loosened the g»ip of those who ruled the land. The londs
of the land, the eccleglastical princes and the Livonian
Order, were dependent upon the Roman Catholic faith, Once
that was broken, mmch of tha power was transfevred te the
largze nunber of nobles =2nd cities. The only chance for a
unified Livonia seomed to be in Woltar von Plettenborzg's
becoming an evangelical gecular ruler, much like the Grand
Haster Albrecht of Prussia. Whatever the rsasons may have
been, personal, religlous, or plain traditionslistic, this
did not occur. Thus the by-product of the Raformaticn was
8 conplete politlcel dizintegration which left the country
valnerable to foreisn attacks at & time vhen milifiary nyo-
tection was urgently needed.

Theologlcally speaking, it is hard %o be specific
about the period immediately following the Reformation. It
is true that the bishops, cathedrals, and some Fanclscan

nonasteries were still) there but they really belonged to a

51bid., De 107.
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structure that had already collapsed. The new IEvangelical
Church, however, had not developed enough to take the place
of the 0ld Church. It is probably correct to describe the
gituation as the funeral of the Roman power and the childe
hood of the Lutheran Church. One thing was certain, the
Roman Cathollic power had no chance of recovery in Estonia.4

Since the Reformation had been mostly a political
movenent outside the cities, the high officilals were not
excited by the religious differences that obteined. This
explains why there was almost no bloodshed as the new move-
ment took over, nor were there any pyres for heretics as
in Protestant Geneva. Both Lutheran and Catholic nobles
lived as good neighbors in peace.5 LEven the evangelical
nembers of the City Counclls found it easy to work with
their colleagues who had remained Roman Catholic.

What has been said so far does not imply that the
Reformation did not bring anybthing new with it. On the
contrary, many innovations occurred. Also many new problems
were created that needed immediate attention.

One of the immediate problems was the lack of evangel-
ical pastors., Already in the days of the Roman Church there

4I-eon:!.d Arbusow, Die Einfii der Reformation in
Liy-, Est- und KurlaiQT'In ellen und Forsch n zur
formationsgeschichte (Leipzigs. eiiIftIungavar%ag von

Re
M. HelsIus Nachfolger, 1921?, III, 825.

5Ibid., III, 821.
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had been a shortage of clergymen; now the gituation becane
exiremely scute. Where Ho find a sufficient mumbor of
pagtors who knewv the language of the people and also haéd
firm gvangselical convictions? During the turbulent twanties
of the sixtesnth century few students had atudied abroad
and theve were no schools at home where they could obiain
their theological tralningzg.

Anocher problen was the building of a sound esononic
foundatlion for vhe evengelical parishes. Iuch of the
résponsibility was shouldered by the enlisghtsned nobles
vho, wowever, demanded the right of natroname. By that the
evanpelical pastor became merely the hirelins of the

Vassal in whom the peasant had little confidence. Many of

the admlnistrative problems in the Church were not, and

probably could not be,aolved at the time. They had to wallb
until the Swedish '_L?em'.od.6
The scuool aystem was one of the most important issues
wlth which the evangelicals had to deal., &4s in the middls
ages sn alsc during the new era the Church in istonis was
the champlon of education. The Imtheran Church was particu-
larly interested in bringing the level of education higherm
because it believed that every person had the r»ight to the
privileze of reading the Word of God himself in his qwn
language. With due respect for previous Roman Catholic

®1v1a,, IIT, 823.
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offorts, the Lutheran Ohurch was really the father of the
videspread educational program for the natives of Estonia.7 |
The Roman Cantholie schools noar parishes were evangelized.
New ones were added to offer adequate opportunity for the
children in the cities. In the couniry, however, the
peasant®s children wore largely unschooled at the time., In
larger cities as Tartu and Tallinn, the Latin Schools offered
training in Latin, CGreek, Hebrew, singing, rhetoric, and
other subjocﬁn.a These schools prepared young nen for
university training in ecclesiastical or secular fields,
The latter was gaining popularity fast in the post-Reforma-
tion era. Of course, no university training was available
at this time in Lstonia. The mature educational facilities
in theology became available for the Estonians later when
the Swedish King Guastavus II Adolphus founded the University
of Tartu on the eve of his death (1632).° This institution
of higher learniﬁg becaume the primary source of Lutheran
clergymen in Egtonia.

The topic of education in the post-Reformation Estonia
suggests one of the important contributions of the Reforna-
tion to the culture of the nmation: +the printed Estonian

7adamaa, OpPe citey »e 161.
Sarbusow, ope cit., III, 666, _
9Jaan Olvet-Jansen, editor, = (Agiophoreta

Tartuensia) (Stockholm, Sweden: Eestl Teaduslik Selts
Rootsis, 1949), XI.
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language. /As caa easily be surmised, in the early years
after the Reformation there was an urgent need for a
catechism. The Reformation period produced two of thome-—
a8 worthy contribution for the training of the young and old
alike. At present it is believed that the first book pub-
lished in the Bstonien language was Wanradt-Koell's Catechism.
It was published by Hans Imfft in Wittenberg on August 25,
1535, Only a few pages of this work have survived which
makes it possible to lidentify it as a ILmtheran catechism but
not that of D». lNartin Luther himself, The text was in two
languages; Simon Wanradt prepared the German text and Johann
Koell provided the Estonian translation. he book has more
historical than practical value. Due to the many srrors
it contained, the City Council of Tallinn ordered the work

10 Almost twenty years

destroyed soon after its publication.
later (1554) pastor I'e Witte of Tartu published a ILutheran
Catechism which was uore extensively used.ll The transla-
tion of the Bible into the vernacular does not, unfortunately,
fall into the immediate post-Reformation period. The first
EZstonian New Testament, Vastne Testament, appeared in 1686
in the southern dialect. Its counterpart in the north had
to wait until 1715. The manuscript of this work is extant

in the Royal Library of Sweden. It is commonly Iknown as the

1°Philip Tanmaru, Usulpetuse conspect (Germanyj nepe,
1948) 9 Pe 6l.

llO.jamaa. ODe citey Do 106.
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Stockholm manuseript. Its translator, Heinrich Gutsleff,

based the work on the original text. Up to this time the
Lstonians still did not have the entire Bible in the vermacu-
lar, The situation wes remedied when inton Thor-Helle pub-
lished the firat Piibli Raamat, the complete Bible in 1739.
Of other theological literature we mention Heinrich Stahl's
Kagi~ ja Koduraamat (1652-1638), a Christian handbook for

the home containing prayers, hymns, and Seripture selections;
Hartin Luther’s Cotechism and Gospels and Epistles (1632)
by Joachin Rossihnius; and The New Estonian Hymnal (1656),
edited by Abraham Winkler.t2

It is interesting to note that the doctrinal unity
among the clergy was nobt regulated by a norm such as the
Augsburg Confession. The City Council made sure that the
individual preachers did not deviate from the doctrine of
the "Wittenberg Fathers."t? HNot all the cities had the same
type of liturgy or common service books. They all con=—
siderod themselves to be united by the belief of Justifica-
tion of Faibh.14 o detailed discussion of the doctrinal
position of the Church is possible because of the lack of
written records and the great disunity from congregation to

congregation. In order to promote greater unity in teaching,

12Tamam’ ODe .M. 9 Pe 65.
13\rbusow, op. cite., III, 813.
141514, '
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the City Council made it a practice to send preachers from
tlne o time to Wittenberg for further study.ls Thus as
time went on, close ties were establizhed with Wittenberg
and Dr. Tuther himself, In 1531, there was a plan to call
2 sgpiritual evzngelical supervisor for ILivonia to regulate
and coordinate the ecclesiastical affairs, This plan did

not materialize, hawever.ls

The lack of unity was at times
aggravated by wandering evangelical preachers who befriended
the people and then preached against the local pastors,
purely from selfish mntives.17 Professional jealousy and
perscnal pride sometimes stood in the way of closer Chrisgtian
uniby and fellowship.

The wvictory of the Reformation was recognized by the
Catholic aubhorities when at the Diet of"Wolmar (January
17, 1554)*2 they sanctioned that every man had the right to
choose his own church affiliation. In 1555 George Sieberg
von Wischlingen sicmed the Peace of Augsburg as a repre-
sentative of Livonia, "which act may be interpreted as a

sanction of the Reformation in Estonia.“19

51pia., III, 698.
161p314., III, 807.
171pig., III, 693.
ls"‘ammaru. ope cit.y pPe 60.

19%ayl Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in
Estonia," Church Histogz, XKII (December, 1953), 277.
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Now that the ILubtheran Church was officially established
in Sstonia, inquiry must be made as to who the people were
that made up the Church. The cities had beean in the evangel-
ical camp from the begianing; the mobles had by this time
Joined the evaagelical ranks, but the peasants were still
far removed from the Reformation ideals, even though their
names appeared on the roaters of evangelical parishes.

The first phase of the ILutheran Church in Estonia was
coming o an end but not everybthing was yot accomplished.

It remained for the Swedish perlod to establish a practical
church organization, for the eighteenth and nineteenth
centurieos to briag Christ Crucified to the Zstonian pesasants,
and for the twentieth century bo allow the Lutheran Church
in Hstonia to become the Lutheran Church of Estonia.

This concludes the review of the problems and eccomplish-
ments of the immediate post-Reformation period. It is readily
admitted that the discussion has not touched all the aspscts
of the period. The writer hopes, however, that nohe of the

important issues have been neglected.




CHAPITER VII
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF LUTHERAWISM IN EST0RIA

Iuch vhat is said in the chapter at hand is not
directly connected with the Reformation movement in Bstonia.
Eut as no movement can and does exist entirely independently,
as in a vacuum, the inclusion of this chapter which sketches
the history of more than four evenitful centuries bthat fol-
lowed the Rerformetion movement is in order., Desides, there
are many seeds that took root in the sixbeenth century and
only much later grew to fruition. The reader is cerdaianly
entitled to hear of the far meachlng results of the move=
ment even though they are separated from it by great inter-
vale of time. Hinally, the chapter will serve as a wider
context for those who are not quite fariliar with the his-
tory of the Bstonisn people.

in the previous chapter an attempt was made tc portray
the disintegration of Ghe ruling powers as one of the
results of the Reformation, There were many lords in
Bstonia in the middle of the sixteenth ceptury but none
powerful enough to protect the whole country in case of
foreign attack. When Ivan IV, "The Cruel," became lord of
lioscow and annexed the title of Czar of Russia, he decided ‘
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on 2n expansion program to the ueat.l In the beginning of
1558 the Russians launched a perzisbtent ettack on Estonia.
Without too much difficulty they were soon the proud poses-
sors of Tartumaa, Viljandimaa, JBrvamsa, and Virumea.Z In
the beginning of the hostilities little interest was showa
by thozs nobles and rulers who were not immediately involved.
Now, howsver, a general panlc swept the country. Lveryons
tried to procure foreign military aid. The Emperor was
approachsd in Germany wibth the result of a letter of en-
couragonent. Hanseatic League did not show greater resource-
fulness. The only netions that showed inlerest were Estonia's
closer neighbors who seemed to have personal designs in mind.
At any rate, Denmark purchased from the Bishop of Saaremaa-
Li8nomaa his holdings in 1559. Sweden acquired Tallinn
together with Harjumaa-Virumaa, and the Livonian Order
placed its territory in the south under the protection of
the Poland-Lithuanian Kingdom. By the snd of 1561 the German
colonizl power in Livonia in general and in Zstonia in parb:lc-.-‘
:ular had come o a sad end. The years that followed wers
£illed with bloodshed and destruction of property. Tho suce
cessive wars, one of the important ones being the Northern

War of 1553-1570, reduced the number of contending powers.

;"Evald Uustalu, The History of Estonian People (London:
Boreas Publishing Company, s De 5
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By 1585 thero were only two left: Sweden and Poland-Lithuania,
the former ruling the Worthernm part in Dstonia, the lattar
the cities of Tartu, Viljendl, and Pirnu together with the
territory of southera Estonia.5 This krotostant~Catholic
curtain halved the country until the whole territory becanms
the possession of King CGustav IT 4Adolf's forces in 1629,

It goes without saying that the development of the
Refornation movement was almost slowed to a standstill when
the hostilities began.4 But as conditions settled somewhat,
new and meal progress was made in North Bstoria, What the
Tatheran Church in listonla most needed was a8 clearly definsd
church organization., This became a reality when Kristian
Agricola, Bishop of Lstonia (1584-1586) and son of the famous
fiikal Agricola gave woality to the growing demand.5 Later,
under the rule of Gustavus II Adolphus, speedy progress
wvas made in spiriimal as well as_seeular spheres of life.
Under the abla and conscientious leadership of Swedish
Bishop Johannes Rudheckius definite improveménts were devised
within the Church. Annual gynods.were scheduled, ragulax
visitations to parishes planned, the tithe was re-esitablished,
a conalistory was creafed to érfer local leadexship in the

Church, and certain minimum academic requirements were

3 Ojamaa and A, and T, Varmas, Ebsti ajal
(Stockholm, Sweden: "Eesti Raamat,® 1955')‘.‘9'%5%5!. g

4Kar1 Laantee, "The Beginning of the Reformation in
Estonia," Church History, XXII (December, 1953), 277.

5038“3’ ODe c_i_'l}_.. Pe 156,
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established for pastors, one being that a candidate was
required to have a sufficient knowledge of the vermacular
to make it possible for him to preach in it,
In the south, however, different conditions obtained.
When the Order surrendered its Gerritory to Poland-

Lithuania, it obtained favorable terms for the local nobles.

The Privilegium Sigismundi Augusti granted the vassals the
following privileges: assurance of retvaining the Augsburg
Confessiony self-government in ecclesiastical affairs,
German Law, and Ghe general privileges of nobility.6 After
1582 the promises were forgotten and a systematic ra-Cathol-
icization was promoted by the overlords. Also the Jesuits
came to Tartu (1585) in order to work for the Roman Catholic
cause. The occasional wars and the relatively short duraw-
tlion of the Polish-Lithuanian occupation did not, however,
bring about any lasting rasults.7 4s already mentioned,

the whole Istonian terribtory came under the Swedish rule

in 1629, Ilany innovations stand out in the Jjoint Swedish
pexriod,

The nobles lost much of thelr power together with the
right of patronage. Pastors were appointed by secular
powers, making them independent servants of their flock.

The last quarter of the seventeenth century produced

®Ibid., p. 127.
7Ibid., ppe 157-158.

|-
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a network of schools in the country, The subjects taught
were readlng, Bible study, Catechism, memorizing of prayers
and hymns. This project, in spite of its potential, was
slow to get started. AL first the peasants regarded the
schools with reserve if not suspicion, and the nobles did
everything in their power to prevent the Hstonian peasants
from acquiring an education. They needed laborers in their
fields. Also the physical facilities were often far fron
dasirable.a But it was a brave beginning of a force that
evontually produced the Lutheran Church of Estonia.

The seventeenth century was crowned in 1692 with the
Swedish Church Statute of 1686.9 Some authorities regard
this statute as one of the most outstanding legislative
acts in its fiold at the time.'°

The founding of the Lutheran University in Tartu and
the development of Lstonian religious literature and
rhilelogical study of the vermacular in general was the
outistanding achievenents of the Swedish regime. The gen-
eral characteristic of this period was the spiritual en=-
lightenment of the Bstoniens., "By the encouragement and

help of the . « « Protestant rulers of Sweden, the Lutheran

81vid., p. 161.

9Jaan Olvet=Jansen, editor, Pilhendusteos (Apophoreta
Partuensia) (Stockholm, Sweden: Eesti Teaduslik Selts
Rootsis, 1949), pP. 1.

10,, Torma, The Church in i#stonia (New York: World
Association of Sstonians, Cey )o Pe D
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Church was firmly established in Estonia.“ll

The promising development of the cultural and spiritual
forces was suddenly halted by She Great Northerm War (1700~
1721). When the fighting was all over, Zstonia was under
the Russian occupation that was destined Ho extend into
the twentieth century. The immediate affect of the Russian
rale was the worsening of the lot of the peasant as ths
German nobleman regained his powers. Ia the following
decades the Lutheran clergyman played an important nant in
the struggle for soclal Justice and human rights.

Even the Russlan perlod had ite spiritual significance,
After the war, the pietistic Moravians appeared in Estonia.
Thelr leader and protector, Count Zinzendorf, made a per-
sonal visit to Tallinn (1736). He was favorably receivsd
and so were the loravian Drethren. Their unassuming friend-
liness, concern for the lowly, and siacere approach made
an impression upon the common man that was not easily fore
gotten. It is said that in Saaremaa where the Brethren were
particularly successful, not one criminal case was heard in
the courts within a five year period. The ILutheran Church
was divided in its attitude toward the pletistic visitors.
Some pastors were eager to collaboratej; others were pub-
licly hostile. The nobles did not like the poor wanderers
nor their activity among their peasants. Under the influence

1l3aantee, Ope Citey De 277.
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of the nobles, the Russian goverament outlawed.ﬁhe J0VQ=-
ment (1743) bub could not destroy it., Iater the Brethren
wore again given a freec hand in their work (1764).12 The
pletistic movement reached its peask of popularity in the
firat helf of the aineteenth cenbtury and since then has
slowly diminighed in influence. The Hstonisns who joined
the Brethren usually retained their membership in the
Lutheran Cm.urfzzh..!'3 _

Serious difficulties srose in the middle of the nine-
teenth century when the Russian govermment starbed its
policy of Russification. The Orthodox Church was used as

& tool. Ve quote a contemporary account to show what type

of proselytizing was used.
an army of Greelk priests was sent into the provinces.
s o « Promises of maverial advantages were held out
--{Pgedon from taxes, even exempition from millitary
organizations and other favours--towards all who
would conform o Lhe dominant faith; and these bribes,

which we may say, in passing, were not, and were never
meant to be fulfilled, won over not a few,.

The Russificstion developed into 2 full scale persecution

of Imbherans., It hit hardest those who in a noment of
wezkness changed thelr faith and then found that the lawr
prohibited them from returning to their owa faith. This was

laTorma, ope. citey Do 12.

137, Aunver, Besti rahvakiriku ristitee (Stockholm,
Sweden: FRELK Komi%ee, 1953); Ds 69.

14@orma, OpPe 2itey Do 13.
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an international issue; the Council of ITvangelical Alliance
took stops to bring aboubt a chenge in Russian policy. But
even in the yoars of persecution the Luthersn Church in
fistonia was & legel religious body. In 1832 Czar Nicholas I
had sanctioned the statube of the Ivangelical Iumtheran
Church in fussia, Livonia being one eighth of the entirc
lutheran churck thers. A complete codification of the
stetutes and dscrezes of the BEvangelical Imtheran Church in
Estoniza was published and approved. The Groek Orthodox
faith was the officizl religion dn the Empire but She Iuth-
erans were allowed Lo exist as a sect.15

L Gruly important event for the Lubheran Chunch in
Letonia was the estabiishment of the indeperdent Republic
of Zstonia together with ar independent Bstonian Bvangol-
ical Imtheren Chunch. The Second General issembly of the
Church met in September, 1919, and approved the Coastitu-
tion for the new Imtheran Church. The Constitution states
that the lgtonian Zvangelical Lubtheran Church is a free
pecple’s church, and as such an autonomous body. Its teach-
ing is based upon the Ioly Scriptures of the 01ld and Newr
Testaments, and the Symbolical Dooke of the Lvangelical
Imtheran Church™® which bhgve beer accepted into Libex

1501vet-6hnsen, editor; op. citey Do 1l
161p1a., p. 7.



g6
Concordise (paragraph 4).17 The church was %o be headed by

a bighop, who as it happened, was usually consecrabted inio
office by the Swedish Archbishop. Paragraph eight of the
Constitubtion stated: "There is no State~Church in ;’:st;onia."la
We underscore the last statement because there is generally
a lack of information in thieg matter. It is of importance
to note that the leadexrship of the Chuwrch fell, by eiection,
into the hands of the Egtonian clergymen. The number of
native clergymen was gredually growing until the Germang
formed only a minority district within the Estonian Church.
Theologically one could discern three main currents: pie=-
tistic-eansez'éative, the confessional, and the liberal-
rrotestant wings. The confessional group by far outnumbered
the cthers and thus supplied the lecadership for the Churxch. 19
A% the time of the founding of the Dstonian Zvangel-
iczl Luthoran Church it wes decided that all menbers of the
Lutheran Churches in Nstonia be assumed o hold membexship
in the new church unless they cancelled their membership by
letter. ZIn 1937 the Bstonisn Evangelical ILutheran Church
had a nembo“qhip of eight hundred fifty-one thousand, 24%

pen ocn‘b of wvhon had commined during that yaar.ao

17Aunver, OPe Cltes P 42
18Au_nver, Ope cit.y De 14
191bid., po. 45L%.
20_1_135_.3., De 8l
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Ho atuempt is made o count the blessings that caume
upon the Church during the years batwasen 1917 and 1340,

except to say that the Church in lsitoniz bescame tha Church

of ths Lstonlan paople wihers ths truth of the Reformatiozn
prevailsd.

This happy Church has singe had to live in captivity
and exile. Tha yesars of 1940 and 1941 brouskt to Estonia
the Russian ocoupation forcss. Thse Russians did all shont
of oublawing Gthe Lubhsraa Churche The Govermment's attibude
was accurately povbrayad by these pronouncements in the
official comuunist press.

On llaxeh 7, L5941 the Rahve HHE1 haé this to say:

ALl meligions ave hostile Go communism. Religion is
the adversary of evory kind of progress and science.
neligion will no¥ by ite=lf vaenish from human con-
sciousness. On the contrary, to overcome religion,
patient and hard educational work must be carxied
out among the masses. It will take a long time to
licuidate it frvom the huwen minds. It is our duby
%o explain systematlically every day the peranicious-—
ness of relligion and of religious ideazm, IV is
necessary to create all over the country an all-
cmbracing net of Lhe League of Anbti-Religious Fighters.
The communist party, trade unions and organizations
of communistic youth nust in every way assist the
lLeague of Anti-Religious Fighters.2l

The Soviet Culture had this to say in 1940:

It is obvious that socialism and religion have nothing
in conmon, since they 2xme two things quite opposite
t0 each other. Roligion obscures the mind and dupes
the people. It cannobt bo tolerated in the country of

21

~“ll. Perlitz, The Fate of Relgzion and Chursh unde

Soviet Rule in Es%oEIE, = ew York: World Associa-
on of Estonians, iNGCe, » De 33
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the proletarian dictatorship that antisccialist,

reactlionary, and ignorant ideas are allowed to spread

freely. Tne Soviet Stabte which probtects the inSeressts

of the people, does not permit free propaganda of

gg%ig%gignégg?aé since thils intoxicates bas workers'
The hostile atbtitude of the communists prompted them to
abolish the great fesbivols of the church year. HMartin
Imther was accused of having “fought & bloody battle
against peasanits making the 'reformed' church the same
instrument of exploitation and oppression as all other
Ghurches."23

The occupation ended on 2 sad note with twenty-nine
ecglesiastics ﬁnrﬂered, fifteen deported, and seven lost
in war, We let the record speak for itself.24

The Hussian occupabion was replaced for four years by
the German one before it returned.

At present the Iubheran Church exists in Istonia, bub
it is inactive; in fact 1t is rather silent. The silexnce,
howvever, is meaningful: gua tacent clamant.

But the Dsbtonian ivangelical Lutheran Church is far
from having collapsed. It exists and opecrates in exile
under the leadership of the Primate of the Church, Dr.
Johann Kbpp. ''he statistics of 1955 show thal there were

26,457 menbers of the Zstonian Church in Exile and 2,173

221bid. 9 DPe 55.
231bide, pe 38.
241‘) id. 9 DDe 49-51 0
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Vernacular services were held in that year im the United
States of america, Uanada, Sweden, ingland, VFrance, Gormaany,
South America, and Australia, or some other ramote parh of
the world. In sll the above mentioncd territories organized
congregutions of the Hstonian Dvangelical IZutheran Chuxch
in Exile exist. ‘Mhere is 3%ill work to be done, howeve:r;
the potiential membership is esbtimated to be sixty-five
thousznd.as

The Ustonilan ILutheransg in general znd their pastors
ir particular bolieve that their Church will have a chance
to work sgain in thoir nobtive land. This is probably &
mejor reason why the Hztonlan Bvangelical Imfthersn Church
in xile prefers %o remain an esutonomous body, although it

welconez +the hand of fellowship from obher Lutheran Chuxrches.

Church 1953-T050 (Moronto, Canadas £F mBlema
praostikonna vHijoenne, 1957), ppe &i=i45,

23¥caxr 1 * the Istoniun = %g licgl Imtheran
gar BHook of the Istoniun Zvangelicsl iu




CHAPTAR VIII

A BRITF SUIHARY SKETCH OF THE REFORMATION
MOVEMERT IN ESTONIA

“he alm of this chapier iz o go over the meterial
thus far covered in a concise manner in order to impress
upon the rsadsr the highlights of the Reformation movement
in Bstonia,

Lstonia, one of the Baltic staties of today and the
rortherm pant of Livonia of the sixteonth cenbury, lies
at the cutfall of the Fiznlsh Gulf in the norbhern part of
the Conbtinsnt of IDurope. The ancestors of the IDstonians,
a Finpo-Ugrian race, are supponsed to have settled there in

the first conturies after Christ's birth at the latast. 2n

(=3

earlisy date for the setilesment is very likely. The language
of Ghe peopls helongs to the Finno-~Ugrian group, thus dif-
fering radically fron Ge“manic and Slevic lsnguages. In

the early days the Debonisns weve pagans with rolatively

bigh sthicsl concepts. Politicslly their couniry was divided
into a loosely counected federstiom of Lribal states. By

the twelfth century first attompts were made to Christiesnize
these people. After gseveral unsuccessful attempts from
other countries, the Gormans succeeded in gaining a foothold
in Livonia by 11836, from where they brought the Christian
faith by foree to HEsitonis, at the same time also establishing
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their colonial power in She torribory. By 1227 Uhs eatire

land of the Istoniens hed fallez into the hands of the

Four major powers developed in Livonia during the
niddle ages: +%he Livonian Order (a dranch of the Teubonie
Knights), the Yrince~bdizhops, the vassals who were usuzlly
of noble virth, and the cibies. The peasanbs, mostly
Lstonlan nusives, were the underprivileged who were forced
o Bill Ghe soil for thelr lowds. All the above mentloned
groups uslped in one way or anobthexr to create a favorable
atmosphers Jor the coming Roformation movement. The
Ilvonian O2der had lost the original purpose of its existence
and with it had succumbed to the wesknesses of secular life,.
Thoir constant atruggle for power with the Prinse-bishops
creatied feelings of animosity between the two perties. The
Roman olexgy had alse fallen prey te bthe forces of secular-
izebion. Ia their @ess for seculur .aubhoriby they had
become greedy and morelly corrupt. In spite of some good
that tae mendicant orderz did for the 'people, the monils were
generally disliked. An imporbant fsctor inm prsparatlon for
the Roformation movement was the growing pouwsr» of ths cities
which develcped almozt inbto independent city-states, The
steady growtin of Hhe urban communitics was dus to no small
extent to their meambsroship in She rich and powerful Hanseatic
Leaguc. The peasants, economically oppressed gnd socizlly

underprivileged, were aluays eager for a change of conditions,
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slthough thaoy wers nobt as yob ready to embrace bhe teach-
ings of the Reformation.

“he ideas of the Refomxmation finrst cane to Estonia
from Riga. Before the teachkings of the Reformation had
reached Livonla, the Homan Catholic suthoritics alrsady
waxnod Uhe people ageinet Hartin Luther's "erzors" (1521).
Soon after the publication of the bull condenning Iuther,

evangallical proaching ghtarted in Riga., The oubtstandiag

% An ldwvonda woeoes JAndreas Enopken, the Reformer
of Higa with a calun personslity and much ac_ademic ability;
Sylvester legeltusyer, s meslous maun who personally visited
Estonlu; and YMelcHior Hofmaun, the lay apostle of Liwvonia
who with his wadical teachings caused as muck harm as he
did good. Iubher hinself was also aware of Lhe novement
among vhe Livonlans~-he even wzobe a lebbter of encourage-
meat aund advice o then in Aususht, 1523.

By leblers, personal visitsy ané religlous litersturs
the Hoformation movement came ug north. The most important
men gmong the raformers in lsbtonia were Johaan Longe,
Zacharias iHasse ond Hermana HNarsow. Hofmann's nane might
also be meantionsd here. The Reformatlon startad in big
¢lties., Upgnelly a few evangelical praachers appeared who
won the loyelty of the townspeople (Germans and Bstonians).
The evaapelical parbty eventually clashed with the Roman
Catholic authorities and usually an iconoclastic outbursé

followed, marking a definite break with the Old System.
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The evangelical city govermment usually also made the

life of the monks, the champions of Roman Catholicism,
unconfortable.

The nobles also were favorable to the Reformation at
first, hoping to weaken the lords of the land. Later they
turned against the movement because -0f the fear of peasant
revolt. Only slowly and very cautiously they accepted the
evangelical faith by the middle of the sixteenth century.

The Livonian Order preferred to take no action against
the evangelicals beyond verbal reprimands. Itself it re=
mained Roman Cutholié to the end as did the Roman Catholie
hierarchy in lstonia, Nominally the peasants became members
of the Evangelical Church when their lords made the change
of faith. Actually, however, their hearts were won to
evangelical Christianity only in the seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries. |

The immediate results of the Reformation movement in
Zstonia were just the opposite of those of the other
northern countries., The Reformation in Estonla was not a
nationalistic movement but rather a political and religious
one. Instead of strengthening the national consciousness
of the people and consolidating their military strength,
the Reformation movement, religiously a change for the better
to be sure, helped to weaken the already decentralized
power of the ruling class and thus made the country wvulner-
able to foreign attacks. On a more positive note, the
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movament_gava the Estonians two catechisms, one of them
being the first book ever published in the Estonian language
(1535). ‘he Iutheran victory was officially recognized
vwhen at the Diet of Wolmar (1554) the Catholie euthorities
Tecognized the »ight of the people to choose their owm faith.
It is of interest to note that the Catholics and Lutherans
continued to live side by side for a long time with no
bloodshed or particular animosity.

In 15561, under a Russian attack, the Gorman colonial
power in Ilvonia fell spart. The country was partly taken
over by Danes, Swedes, and Poles-Lithuanians. Soon the
Danes were eliminated, leaving the northern part of Estonia
under the Swedish mle and Southern Estonia under the pro-—
tection of the FPoligh-lLithuanian Eingdom. In the north the
work of the Reformation was continued and some real progress
was made in bringing the Gospel to the common people in the
country. The Polish-Lithuanian forces started a re-Catholici-
‘zation campaign with the aid of the Jesuits. HNo lasting
results, however, were effected. In 1629 the entire land
cane under the Swedish rule. Now progress became noticeable
in the Estonian Church: the Swedish Church Statutes were
applied to Estonia, a Imtheran university was established,
and Imtheran theological literature flourished. Many say
that the Swedish period was the time when BEstonians really
became Imtherans.

The Great Northern War (1700-1721) brought Estonia
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under the Russian occupation. In the second half of the
nineteenth century the Imbtherans had to suffer persecution
undexr the pressure of a Russification campaign which aimed
to lead the pecple of Lstonia into the Orthodox faith.

in 1917 the i:r:’aonian Ivangelical Lutheran Church was
orgonized and proclaimed itself the Church of the Estonian
people. For the first time in the history of Christiznity
in Estonia, Estonians themselves bocame leaders in their
Church, The growth and the development of the national
Church was cut short in 1920 by another Russian occupation
which was hostile to all religious movements., This wes
foilowed by the German occupationg whick in turn was re-
placed in 1944 by the Russian occupation. The ILutheran
Church exists in Dstonis at the present time, but little
is known of its activity. The Estonian Svangelical Iuth-
eran Church in Exiley however, carries on an active pro-
gram in all parts of the free world. Its membership is
abéut twenty-six thousand five hundred (1955 statistics).
It is the hope of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Exile to continue its activity again on naiive soil
some day.




CHAPTER IX
HISTORIOGRAPHY

Since the topic,; the Reformation movement in Estonia,
is one with which the average church historian has little
contaet, the writer feels justified in including a dis=-
cusslon on the research done in the field thus far and the
availability of bthe material.

It is to be regretted that the history of the Reforma-
tlon movement in Livonia in goneral .and in Estonia in partic-
ular has noti received adequate troatment. To be sure,
there have been some valusble studies made on the subject
but none of them are in the English language (except a
relatively short article in a periodical). Probably the
outstonding work in the field is Dr. Leonid Arbusow's Die

EBinfikruns der Reformation in Lilve, Est- und Eurland (from

now on clted as Die Einfhrung for the sake of brevity)
whichk appeared in 1921 in the series of Quellen und For-
sghungen zur Reformationsgeschichte. This 851-page study
is a thorough work of a scholar who has relied, whenever
possible, on primary sources a:id contemporary accounts.
Ample background material is provided for the movement by
a thorough treatment of the pre=Reformation era in Livonia,.
The writer feels, however, that often the important issues
tend to be somewhat hidden by the wealth of ®inor detail,
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All in all Dr. Arbusow's work is the best one to date in

the German language. Oito Pohrt's Reformationsgeschichte
Livlands, ein Uberblick (1928) is a much shorter work,

8lso in the serios Juellen und Forschuncen zur Reformations-
geschichte., It is well organized but seems to emphasize

the Latvien Reformation. Ferdinand Hoerschelmann's indreas

knopken, der Reformator Rigas, Lin Beitrag gur Kirchenge-
Schichie Livlsnds is particularly interosting since it dis-

cusses the theology of one of the foremost Livonian reformers.
The following Germsn works deserve mention, although the
writer has not considered them important enough to be con-
sulved for the purposes of this thesis: Iconid Arbusow's
Grundrigs dor Geschlchite Live, Dst-, und Kurland (1918);
Beitrige zur Kunde Igt-, Liv- und Kurlands published by the
Listonian Tiiterary Society in Tallinn (1888f£f.); Friedrich
Biedernmann's Livlands Luthertagen (1883); Gotthard von
Hansen's Die Kirchen und ehemaligen KlBster Revals (1873);
Dr. Leonard Lemmens' Die Franziskanorkustodie Liviand und
Preussen (1912); ¥. 0. zur Linden, lMelchior Hofmann, ein
Prophet der Wiedertiufer (1885); Aem. Richier's Die svang.
Xirchenordnungen des 16. Jahrhundert (1846); Oarl Schirren's
Verzeichnis livlandische Geschichtsquellen sus Swedischen
Srchieven und Bibliotheken (1861, 1868); Wilhelm Schiring's
Joh. Blankenfeld in Verein fiir Reformationsgeschichte, no.
86 (1905); George B. Taubenheim's Einiges aus dem Leben

Mag. Joh. Lohmilllers, ein Beitrag zur Reformationsgeschichte




4

93
Liviands (1350); Imdvig Albmecht Gobhardi's Geschichte
yon Livland, Batland, Xurlond und Semgallen (1785); Brnst
Benz's Die Reformation und der Osten (1939); Hans XKruus'

Grundriss dor Geschichie des gstniachen Volkess Scrintores

Terun Livonicarum, Samnlung dexr wichtigsten Chroniken und

Geschichbsdenkmale von iV, list- und Eurland in genauen

Wieder abdruck dow besten, boreits gedruckieon, aber salien

Gewordenen ausgaben (1348-1853); Otto Rutenberg's Geschichte
dor Ustseeprovinsen, Live, Zst- und: Kurland (1859-1860).

In the Zstonian language two works on the Reformatiion
movement are oubstanding: Olaf 81ld’s Besti kirilkulumu
vanlinast ajast olevikuni (The Histoxzy of the Estonian Church
from the Oldest Geo She Fresant Time [1938)):; and a Jjoind
effort published by the Reformation Jubilee Commission
Usupuhastus eeshlaste magl (Reformation in the land of the
ZsSonians [1324]1). 4lso M. Ojemsa, A, and T, Varmas'

Zesbi ajelugu (Histozy of Estonla [1946]), contains a
wealth of material malated o the Heformation psriod and,
of course, covers very adequatly the entire history of the
Sstonisn people. Philip Tammaru's Uéubgetuso Konspect
(8tudies in Theology [1948]) alsc contains some valuable
materlal on the history of the Estonian Reformation.

The English reader may want to consult Karl Laantee's
article, "The Beginning of the Reformation in Estonia,"
Church History, XXII (December, 1953)s A fine general
history is Bvald Uustalu’s The History of the Estonian People.
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Unfortunately this work completely neglects the Reformation
itself,

The difficulty for omyone interested in furbher re-—
gearch in the field is the lack of readily available resesrch
material. The btwo important Gorman works, Leonid Arbusow's
Die Dinfiihmung and Otto Pohrt's Reformationsgeschichte

Livland, ein ﬂba.r-bl.'c::, ara relatively essy to obtain for

the Heformation scholar. This is not the case with the two

important Lstonian works: OLlaf S8ild's Besti kiriaaluen

Yenimash ajast oleviluni and Usupuhastus gesitlaste maal
published by the Reformation Jubilee Commission. According
o the research of Hthis wriser thers is oanly one copy of
Tthe former in the free world. It is in s$he private library
of Dz, Johan KBpp in Higersten, Sweden. Usupuhastus east-
lasbe maal can be found in the library of the Univexrsity

of Iund, Sweden.

The major libraries in the United States offer sux-
prisingly much materizl on Zstonla and its people but rela=-
tively little of it coacerns the Reformation movement.

New York Publie Librery has, among obhers, the fol-
lowing %o offer: Leonid Arbusow, Die Einfilhrunm; L. fe
Gebhandi, Geschichte won Lifland, Estland, Kurland und
Semgalden; Hans Xruus, Grundriss der Geschichte des gstnischen
Yolksgs Trnst Benz, Die Reformation und dexr Osten; Je He

Jackson, Esftonia; J. Parijoégi, Eesti ajalugu algkoolile
(Riztozy of Zstonia for the Public Schools); Jean Cathala,
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Portrait de 1'Zshonie.

Columbia University has an extraordinarily fine and
extensive collection of books on Estonia but not much on
the Reformation era. It offers the followings Leonid
Arbusow's Die Einffihrung: Scriptores m Livonicarum,
Samnlung der wichtigstern Chroniker und Geschichtsdenkmale
von Live, Bgt- und Kurland in genauenm wieder abdrucke der
besten bereits gedruckten, aber selten gewordenen ausgaben;
August Torma, The Church in Estonia; L. Arbusow, sen.,
Grundriss der Geschichte Liv-, Est- und Kurlands; Hans Krmius,

Grundriss der Geschichte des cstnischen Volkes; Otto Rutenberg,

Geschichte der Ostseeprovinzen Live-, Est-~ und Kurland; Olaf

gild, "RKirikuvisitatsioonid eestlaste maal varemast ajast

kuni olevikuni," in Acta et Commentationes, XL, & (1937).
Pritzlaff lemorial Library at Concordia Ssminary, St. .:

Louis has Arbusow's Die EinfHlhrung and Pohrt's Reformations

Geschichte Livlands, _

The libroxy of Union Theological Seminary in Hew York
City has, besides Arbusow's and Pohrt's works, D. F.
Hoerschelmann's Andreas Knopken, der Reformator Rigas.

The University of Chicago offers Arbusow's gnd Pohrt's
works, The Newberry and Public Libraries offer nothing
important beyond the two works mentioned above.

The works so far listed have mostly had a direct con-
nection with the Reformation movememt in Estonia., Now a

few bibliographical aids that would be of use to the student
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of Lstonlan history are suggested: Salme Kuri, Estonia:
8 Selected Bibliography (1958), found in the U. S. Library
of Congress, Slavic and Central Buropean Division; Edward
Augnet Winkelmann, Bibliotheea Livonicae historica:
Systematlaches Verzelchniss der Quellen und Hilfsmittel
zur Geschichte Istlands, Livliands und Kurlands (1873), to
be found at Columbia University; Eveld Uustalu's The Hig-

tory of Estonian Feople (1952) contains a comprehensive

bibliography (pp. 257-261). The last mentioned book is
probably in the major English Libraries. A copy is in the
private library of the writer of the thesis. J. Aunver's
Lesti rahvakirilku ristitee (The History of the Church in
Estonia [1953]), devotes a few pages to the discussion of
the scholarly research done by lstonian church historians.
Tais book should be easily located in Swedish libraries.

A copy iz in the personal library of the writer of the
thesis.

The standard works on Reformation history in general
such as Thomas M. Lindsay's two volume work A History of
the Reformation; B. G. Schuwiebert's Luther and His Times;
and Philip Schaff's The German Reformation, Volume VII of
his monumental History of the Christian Churech, hardly
mention Livonia oxr Lstonia.

iiven most of the recent works on Reformation history,
such as Will Durant®s The Reformation and Grimm's The

Reformation Era entirely by pass the Reformation movement
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in Estonia. The exception here is the excellenti New
Cambridge liodern History, Volume II, which devotes four
pages to the Reformetion history in the Baltic states.
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