Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1959

The Problem of Interracial Marriage and the Church

Daniel August Reeb
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_reebd@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation

Reeb, Daniel August, "The Problem of Interracial Marriage and the Church" (1959). Bachelor of Divinity.
625.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/625

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.






59

The real differsnce, the greaf differcnce, is between in-
dividuals, not between races .46

We should add here also that there is no proof to show
either a higher percentage of gifted psrsons or of those with
mental defects in eny one race. Rather, evidence indicates
such people to be distributed feirly evenly among all races .47

So far we have been thinking of intelligence only in the
sénse of reading, writing and arithmetic.,

But there are other standards of excellence at least as
valld as academic education. Among them are character
and personality, leadership, musicel talent, talent in
the aris and crafts, mechanical and scientific ability.
In all these fields psychological tests show Eg consis-
Xently substantial dfiffsorences batween races.

in the areea of musical ability many tests have shown
Hegroce to e slightly supsrior to whites, while others have
indicuted the oppocite. The signiflcance here is explained
s fellows:

Euaic teaté] measure such basic telents as sense of
plteh, rhythm, intensity, dlssonance and melodic memory.
These abilitiss, 1t has been established, are not much-
affected by musical training. Therefore, in the musical
field, we have a truer measure of innste oapacitles than
We do in resnegt to intelligence. Such musical tests
have shown Negroes to be slightly superior to whites--
others have shown the reverse.®2

46Henry Charles Link, The Rediscovery of Morals (New
York: £. P. Dutton, 1947), D. 9l.

4Twsad, op. cite., Ds 59.
481ink, op. elt., p. 87-
491v14., p. 88.
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One more important quotaition from the same author will
¢omplete and strengthen our discussion.
Teets of mpeed of reaction show nc consistent dlfference
between races. The quickness of rssponse to visual, au-
ditory, or other stimli does not vary consistently. In
other words, the elementary perceptual faculties, out of
which mors complicated abillitles are developed, have not
been found much different in various race groups. This
agrees with the fact that in athletic sports, motoring,
aviation and all pursuits requiring the highest degree

of montal and physical coordination all races compete on
an almost equal footing.D50

Peraonallty Differences betwsen Races

The second aspect of the psychologloal make-up of peopie
We cell personality. That a discussion on this point has 1its
value 1s shown by opinions heard frequently that Negroes as
& roce are lazy, thriftless, having eriminal tendencies, lack-
ing morals, etc,51 Developing tests to measure personality
traite, especially having to do with hoﬁesty and moral fac-
tors, 1s even more difficult than testing intelligence.52
However, these tests which show such tralte as social abillty,
co-operativeness, emotional stablility, leadsrship, self-reli-
ance, honesty, good sportsmenship, industry, etc., have

shovn "small or inconeistent difference between raclal

groups , "53

501bia.
S1lMyrdal, op. oit., p. 107.

Sesopel‘, .9_2. Li_t-. p. 44.
ssmnk. _02. _01_'!'-., p. BB.
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We can take as a fair statement the words [of] Pror,
Klineberg . . . , "For psrsonality tests, as for tests
of intelligence, there can be only one safe conclusion--
thet innate racial or ethnic differences have not bsen
demonatrated .">%

What l1s psrhaps even of grsater lmportance is that the
results of these peresonality teste dld not parallsl the re-
8ulte from intellligence tests. No correlation could be per-
celved between IQ (intelligence quotient) and PG (peraonality
quotient).

Therefore, those races or groups whose academic education
is low do not suffer a corresponding disadvantage in
respect to personality tralming, Equally, those whites
or Negroes who have an unusual amount of formal educa-
tlon are not proportionately superior in character or
neraonality .55

A Tinel auotation perhape places this whole question into

its proper perapective.

e cannot overemphasize the desepening conviection of
sclentists that social and moral characteristics acquired
by one's forebears are not transmitted to their off-
spring. Zvery meneratlon starts out anew and must, by
industry and nurture, by application and earnest pur-
pose, acquire for 1tself its moral character, religlous
life, artistic attalnment and skill, and all thoss fea~
tures which make men whet they are. This doee not mean
that individuals do not differ, but these differonces

ere not a raclal lnher:l.tance.s6

Race and Culture

A statement should still be made concerning the evidence

Which the cultures of various races bring to bear on this

54801)9!', ODe m.. Pe 450
S514nk, oo. eilt., pe 89.
56soper, op. cit., p. 46,
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Question. It is obvious today, that those of the Caucasold
stock have developed a culture superior to that of other
races. The question remains: Can this be attributed to su-
perior mental cbility?

First of a2ll, wve must state that every race can claim
great cultural achievements in the past, though much of
their fame and glory 1s now forgottem or unrecognized by mo-
dsrn peoples.57 American and European cultures have borrowed
mch from all the people they consider inferior today.58 1Inm
fact, thers were times in history when each of the other ra-
¢es has had cultures superior to that of the Northern Euro-
peans .59

Why has the white race spurted so far ahead today?

All that science can say 1s that no connection has been

found between the bilologlcal constitution of the veople

end the level of thelr past or present culture .60

Scholars are hard put to declide what actually makes a

highly developed eivilization. It may have something to

do with the climate, with the historical or economic

situation, or with chence. Most likely, it is a highl
complex combination of these-~-and many other factors .0

5TThis writer wvas amazed to see what achlevements the
culturez of other races have reached in history and what they
have contributed to our own culture. For good discussions on
this subject, see Tead, op. e¢it., pp. 60-3 and Alpenfels, op.
cit., DPDe 37-44,

58A1penfels, op. eit., pp. 40-1.

591bid.
s.oTeB.d, _Q'g_. gl_t_:' _p. 630

6l1b1d., p. 60«
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The - fundamental fact is that culture is learmed, not
inherited biologlically. His capacity to learn has made
man 20 adaptable, so capable of being molded by his en-

vironment, that what he becomes dependg upon the abili-
ties that his surroundings call forth,62

Reaults of Race Hixture in the Hybrid

Agelan there are many popular myths concerning mulattoes
¥hich we shall touch only briefly. It is often held that
mlattoes tend to be sterile. Studles have shown the oppo-
eite to be trus among other raclally mixed peoples, for exam-
Ple, the Fitcairn Islanders and the Boer-Hottentots of South
Africa.63 At the least, 1t can be said that there is mo
satisfactory evidence to prove that mulattoes have a lowered
reproductive capacity.64

Stories are told that mulattoes are frequently physi-
cally disproportioned bscause of bi-racial ancestry, and
that, therefors, they cannot fungtion normally. Again there

18 no sstisfactory proof for this.55

62The theologlan will recognize that God has a hand also
in the cultural development of peoples, that "the nation and
kingdom which will not serve Thee shall perish." Is. 60:12
Romans 1 becomes a good commentary to this point when it
epeaks of those who rejected God, instead serving themselves,
“wherefore God also gave them up to" their own sinful pas-
slong and luste, left them floundering in the muck and mire
of 11fe. Perhaps this is the greatest part of the answer to
why culture flourishes and falls. Alpenfels, ov. cit., D.

9.
637ead, op. cit., p. 66.
64K11nsbars,'gg. cit., p. 328.
651b1a.
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Tubezrculozis is porhaps more com:on among the Negro
American then among the white American. This oan probably be
&ocounted for by comparing the living conditions of the two
groups. 7There is no evidence to indicate that mulattoes have
@ higher rate of TB occurrence than do their Negro forebears,
as many believe .65

Nor does thsre appear to be any evidence to support the
bopular belief that, since the average Negro head 1s narrow
and the white one round in shape, therefore a Kegro or mlatto
mother is in danger when giving birth to a white or mlatto
child because her pelvie 18 narrow.67

That milattoss may frequently have criminal tendencies
or ether emoctlional maladjustments might be true.

Ta%w prezsons for maladjustment are, however, not biologl-

cal, they are social reasons having to do with the fact

that suell chlldren, growing up belonging to neither pa~
rentel group, are rejected by both. In places where
thers is little tension between races and where inter-
marriapge is frequent, sclentiats have not been able to
find any easoclation betwesn emotiocnal difficulties and
mixed heritage.

Some svidzsnce has indicated that mulattoes have a higher
mental capacity than Negroes in general; and, of course, 1t
1 evident that they have reached greater cultural achleve-
ments than the Amsrican Negro. What this proves is very dif-

ficult to esay. Certainly, the same argument employed in the

661b14.

671uyrdal, op. oits, pe 107
68%&&, Op. Q’ﬁ.. De 67.
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discussion of the intelligence rate differences of the white
end Negro people it in plzce here. A1l such differences can
bs accounted for by cultural environment. They neither say
that mulettces ers inmetely superior to both parental groups,
nor that they have inherited superior abilities from their
white nuncestors .69

The statement of Dr. Shapiro at the end of his dlscus~
Blon of this subject etlll holds, "There 1z, therefore, no
relleble documentatlion thet race mixture as & blological pro=-
cese 18 Iineviiebly a deleterious ons."T0

The same cuthor continues, "Indeed on theoretical grounds,
one might mointein thet hybridization, by producing a wider
rénge ol types; does in fact have certain very real biologlcal
merite."7L ©Or cuoting Prof. Krekeler again, "Geneticists
look forwerd o intermarriage as improving men's potential,
both physlcully and montally, for carrying on his task here
on earth."72 0f course, there 1s no leboratory where such
experiments have bsen carried out which can offer us the
data to prove these statements; but experimentation with

plants and animels shows that hybridization does tend to mask

59K11nebarg, op. cit., pp. 333-35.

TOShapiro, op. cit., p. 54; "Leading Soclologlsts Dis-
oues Hax Feara 'a.?fg I?:Eg!'-ations's posium," U. S. News and
Yorld Remort, XLV (Sept. 19, 1958), 82.

nSha.p!.ro. OD. 2_1_&., Pe 540

T2krekeler, op. oit., Ds 22.
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recessive genec =nd enhance superior traits.”> J
Conclusion

Blologzically then, we have nothing to fear in intermar-
riage. All eovidence indicates no rece is inferior to another,
and no harm will be done by race mixture. We might conclude
with theee words guoted from Dr. Hooton in his To;wn Meeting
of the Alr dlscussion?

< thinic in the oplnion of all physical anthropologlsts

who have studied the subject, hybrid groups arising from

the crosees of Gilferent races are not inferlor to either

of the parent stocks, but frequently~-in scme respects,
&t any rate--superior to them.7

T3ibid.
™Andrew Sohulze, My Nelghbor of Another Golor (St.
louis: n.p., 1941), p. 130,



CHAPTER IV
S00I0LOGIOAT, CONSIDERATIONS
The Heart of the Problem

Soclolopical considerations place the question of inter-
raclal marriagme into a new 1light. In fact, the real problem
caused by lutermarriage lles almost entirely within this so-
clological area, Arguments based on blological or theologl-
cel considerations against intermarriage uesually have their
réason for being in the soclological area, more apscifically
in the realm of emotions; and theae show themselves first in
the social problem. No matter how confirmed the biological
truth, 1t will accomplish nothing unless solutions for the
8oclel problems involved are found; and no matter how firmly
& theologlical truth is confessed, 1t must be shown in its so-
clal consequence and acted on by a heart which accepts it in

that weasure, if this problem i1s to be reconclled.
Prevalling Attitudes of Both Races toward Intermarriage

Te place this discussion in proper perspective we will
briefly survey ths nrevailing attitude of the American people
tovards interracial marriage. Some of this material has been
dlscussed in previous chapters. We will only allude to it

here,
In any discussion of intermarriage among Americans, one




