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faith and l eading to a total Christian 11fe at all stages 

ot development.113 

ObJeot1ves 

In studying the ourr1oular materials of the Sunday 

school, 1t is necessary to cons1~er the obJect1ves ot the 

• Undey school program. ObJectives stress the essent1al 

elements of a teaching s1tuet1on and set up standards 

whereby their achievement can be Judged. 'l'yler states: 

I f an euucat1onal program is to be planned and 1f et­
forts tor continued improvement are to be made, 1t la 
very necessary-to have some conception ot the goals 
that are being aimed at. These. educational obJect1vea 
become the criteria by whioh materials are selected, 
content i s outlined, instructional procedures ar, de­
veloped and tests and examinations ·are prepared. l.f. 

~cr1pture indicates at least seven goals for Ohrls-

t1e.n education. 

1. All men should know Hlm, His pO'tfer, holiness, and 
ri ghteousness as well as H1s goodness, grace, and 
mercy-, through Jesus Christ as revealed in the Holy 
Writings. . 

2. This knowledge and understanding should lead to an 
acceptance ot God1e plan ot salYation, a love. or 
God, a trust 1n Him not only- tor forgiveness but 
for allot lite, and a lite with Him as Father 
both now and forever. 

3. Th~s entrance 1nto a lite ot aonah1p with God 
through acceptance ot Christ Jeaua as Savior and 
Lord should in turn lead to devotion to God's will 
and oontormity to Chr1at--Ohrist1an character. 

3Ibid. 

~Ralph w. Tyler, Basic Pr1no1ulea .Qt, Curriculum and 
Instruction (Chicago: Un1vers1ty-or Chicago Praa•s, 0.1950), 
p. 3. 
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This conformity to Christ includes a growing love 
of f ellow human beings--a growing willlngneas to 
halp them. 
This groTlring love of God and man should be directed 
especially toward the household ot faith and should 
find expression 1n growing relat1onsh1ps to the 
church and activity in the church. 
This desire tor a growing lite in the kingdom of 
Christ should lead to a greater use of the means 
by which the Spirit of Christ operates 1n man, 
Word, end S~craments. 
Where there is a growing 11:te in Christ, there 
will be a consecration and dedication ot the whole 
life of the individual to Christ and His kingdom-­
a life of s tewardsh1p.S 

These goal s have been translated into obJectives or 

desired outcomes by a workshop in Religious Education held 

at Concordi a Te chera' College , River Forest, Illinois, in 

19!~9, sponsored by the Board tor Parish Education ot The 

Lutheran Church--M1ssour1 Synod. ~hese obJect1ves are &P­

plicable to all age levels and to all agencies ot Chris- . 

tian education. For apec1t1o age levels they w111 require 

appropriate adaptation. In general, these obJeotives have 

baen adopted by the editors of the Sunday school curricular 

material s : 

I. Understanding of the nature ot God and of man's 
relationship to Him. . 

II. A growing Chr~stian character resulting trom a 
ready obedience to God's will. 

III . A Ohr1stian personality expressing 1t~elt also 1n 
love toward all people. 

IV. A rich devotional life or prayer and. use ot the 
Bible. 

v. Active partioipation 1n the life and work or the 
Church. 

SYour 1957-1959 Sunday School Materials ( S~. Louis : 
Concordia Publishing House, n.d.), p. ?. 
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Ded1oa t1on of talent, and treasure to God in a 
11te or s.tewardahip. f> 

These obJeotiv~s were then extended and ampli'tied by 

the committee.? There are obvious weaknesses 1n these ob­

Ject1ves. Fo~ exnmple, they are not written from the 

learner' s v1eupo1nt, a nd are written in terms or generalized 

terms or behavior. However, they will serve as the basis 

tor the evaluation or the cuz-r1oular materials otrerad and 

muet al so serve as the evaluative or1ter1a tor the local 

Sunday school a s well a s the individual teacher. The ob­

Ject1ves must be·come the major concern ot the curriculum. 

They must govern the content, the sequence, the methods, 

and the teooh1ng guides of the curriculum. Content or the 

Sunday school ourr1oulum will be selected with the purpose 

of achieving these obJeotives. Consideration or these ab­

Jeotives "- 111 assure proper emphaais on all areas of Cbr1s­

t1~n 11v1ng , and the curriculaz- material will be selected 

only 11' 1t 11.•111 serve to meet these obJeotives. 

Essential Charaoter1at1ca or the 

"L1.f'e 1n Chr1.st 11 Lessons 

The materials ot the Sunday school ourr1culum must seek 

6vro.spectua, p. 4. 

?An extension 3.lld amp11f1oat1on or these general ob- . 
Jeotives may be found in Religion!!!. Lutheran Schoola. 
edited by William A. Kramer (St. Louis: Concordia Pu~liah-
1ng House, o.19u9), pp. 16-22. 
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to a ~h1eve the obJect1ves outlined above. In accomplishing 

this, and to insure etfective organization ot learning ex­

periences, a number ot character1atics must be round 1n the 

Sunday s chool ms.terials. 

Bible-based a nd Bible Directed 

Foremost among these charecteriet1os 1s that the Bible 

must be the source ot curricular content. Since the Bible 

1s the ·lord of God , given to make man wise unto salvation, 

it must be the basic source tor all information relating to 

Chris tian education. The "Lite 1n Christ" lessons are 

strictly Bible-based and Bible-directed. Every lesson 1a 

based upon a Bible selection. These lessons acquaint the 

child w1th Bibl ical content and are aimed at ~1rect1ng the 

pupil i nt o this content. On the intermediate and senior 

l evels , the pup111 s quarterlies serve as guides, and the 

pupil 1s expected to read the Bible selection trom the Bible 

itself. 

On all l evels the Bible content functions as much more 
than a mare reterence 1n an arbitrary treatment of some 
aoo1a l or moral nroblem and exoer1enoe. Every lesson 
1s ba sed on the dynamic doctrinal truth of the Bible 
content ~nd 1e directed purpoeetully toward 1ts desired 
outcome. ts 

8Prospectua, p. 4. 
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Christ Centered 

Since the Bible reveale God's love ~o man through H1a 

Son, J .esus Christ, the lesson materials must express Just1-

f1oa t1on through f a ith in Christ as the way ot salvation 

end the new life in Christ. This 1s to be the sole purpose 

or a Bible-directed curriculum, as Saint John "iff'1tea, "These 

are -written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that, believing, ye might have 111'e 

through His Nnme. 119 

Life- directed end Functional 

Chris tian education is etfeot1ve only when 1t meets 

the needs of the individual. At each ~ge level the ma­

terials of the curriculum must focus on lif'e s1tua.tions and 

indicate how God's Word supplies guidance in solving the 

learner's problems of 11ving as a Chr1at1an. It certain 

attitudes, skills, habits, and knowledge are considered a s 

eseentie.1 1 they must be 1no.orpozwated into mean1ngtul ex­

pezwiences for the learner. The writers of the 8 Lite in 

Cbrist" materials have reaogn1zed this chazwactei-iatic ot the 

curriculum. 

Their purpose 1s not only to pass on the record ot 
God's tfill and gl"ace 1n Olu:-1st Jesus, but also to 
integrate that divine knowledge into every aspect ot 
human lite. Hence the dootr1nea ot the Bible are 
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brought to bear on the learner's everyday lite, and 
the challenge ot the new lite in Christ is presented 
realistically and applied to the experienoea of the 
l earners.10 

Scope 

1hat shall be included in the Sunday school curriculum 

and how much of this 11what 11 to cover are the problems ot 

scope. Scope considers the curriculum trom a horizonta1 

point of view. l1ha t area s of Christian living should be 

included in a given curriculum are to be considered under 

scope. 

The a-reat Co1um1ss 1on ot the Savior reveals the t110-

f old concern of Christ to make disciples ot all nations and 

to teach them all the commandments ot Ohrist. 11 The subJeot 

and content of Christian education must be evangelism and 

education into the Christian way of lite. Areas of stucly 

must therefore provide a comprehensive program in con­

formity with the obJeotives ot the Sunday sohool. 

As was pointed out, the Sunday school curriculum must 

be Bible-based and directed. The child must learn how to 

use Scripture, learn to love and respect it, develop a pro­

gram of reading and study in it, and apply these teachings 

to his lite activities. t?he ''Lite 1n Chr1atn Sunday school 

10Prospeot~a, p. 5. 

11:,.iatthew 28 :19-21. 
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curriculum meets thia requirement by- be.sing all the lesaona 

on Bible stories and by ~rov1d1ng exercises in the use or 

Scripture. 

A s econd area of study 1s missionary education. To 

etrengthan the missionary emphasis of the Sunday school 

materials, pictures of missionBry activity have 'been in­

cluded in the pupil 1 ,s quarterly. Beginning with Volume v, 

number 4 , of the Concordia Sunday School Teacher, "Chil­

dren I s Miss ion Lessons" 11ere introduced. These stories are 

intended to be used in the Sunday school worship period on 

the las t Sunday of the month, which he.a been suggested as 

a rni asion emphasis Sunday. The suggestions for the worsh1p 

period of the Sunday school al.so suggest a mission hymn and 

prayer for use on that Sunday. 

A t hird area of study nre the great hymns of the Chris­

tian church which declare Bibllcel truths and are sources or 

inspiration, praise, and comf'ort ror the individual in ds.117 

life, as well es usetUl 1n group worship. Each monthl.y 

unit 1n the "Life 1n Christ" series includes a hymn tor use 

1n the worship period ot the Sunday' school, which the 

parents are to use in home devotions. 

Prayer 1s another area of study which t1nda a place 1n 

the Sunday school ourr1oulum. The elements ot prayer must 

be presented to the learner in an ever-developing under­

standing so that be can use prayer as oooaaion demands or 

him. ~he great prayers or Christendom must be appropriated 
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and memorized and used in private and corporate worship. 

Prayers rela ted to the top1o or tho day are given in the 

Teacher's Quarterly tor the worship period or the Sunday 

school. Under the hee.d1ng, "Through the \'leek w1 th God, 11 

t he 1ntermedie.te pupil' a quarterly gives the pupil sug­

gestions for~ oorde prayers. For example, 1n the lesaon 

which uses the Bible account or El1 and Samuel, the lesson 

has ·the theme , 11L1 ving in the Fear or God. 11 In developing 

t h1g theme , the ~up111 s quarterly suggests: 

Jesus 1s the only One who can save you trom an ungodly 
lite such as led to the downfall of El1 1 s sons. Ask 
Him to keep y~u from such a lite and to give you true 
·risdorn , ao the.t you will love and obey God I s t·:ord and 
have His bl essing.12 

Sequence 

equence r e:fers to the •when" ot the curriculum a nd 

determines the grade placement of learning e~eriences. se­
quence considers the currioulwn trom a vertical placement 

of materials by age grouping to assure developmental con­

tinuity or learning e:xper1enoe, to prevent needless over­

lapping end to hold and increase pupil interest. A Guide 

for Curriculum in Christian ~duoat1on stresses these im­

portant elements of sequence: 

12Arnold c. ?-tuellei-, editor, 0 Intermed1ate Bible Les­
sons" (St. Louis: Conoord1.a Publishing 'F.ouse, c.19S?), VI 
(April-June, 1957), 57-60. 
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Depending upon the number ot years or days ot at­
tendance in the same school, some prohrreas ot 
1deae must be assumed. 
':11he church year calgndar will govern 1nolus1on and 
pl acement ot lesson content especially 1n the lover 
g-i•adee. 
Variety in lesaon .matP-r1ale should serve to hold 
and. increase interest. · 
Knowledge, skills, appreciations, and attitudes 
should show a cumulative etteot from year to year. 
Frequent cumulative learnings should lead to com­
mitment or ect1on.13 

· he "Life 1n Christ" Sunday school curriculum attempts 

to Meet these criteria in this ttay: 

The extension of the former two-year Concordia ser1ea 
ot be s 1o Sunde..y eohool lessons to tour years will make 
tor a more oomprehena1ve study ot the Bible. At the 
same time , the yearly cycle of each departmental course 
is bale.need around a ce..re:fully def'ined set ot obJec­
t1ves nnd 1s complete 1n 1tselt. Also each lesson 1a 
a unit 1n a monthly unit 1n harmony w1th the church 
year. The over-ell plan covers the most 1mportant 
B1ble stories tour times every ten years, providing a 
uell-rounded course that can be taught thoroughly 
t llrough bal anced repetition.14 

Ahe curriculum 1s planned so that dur1ng the r1rst two 

year s of the four-year cycle, both the K1ndergarten-Beg1nner 

and the Junior-Senior d1v1e1ona will use the same basic 

Bible content gr ded to the learner's needs, ab111ties, and 

experiences. In the third and rourth year, the Junior­

Senior d1v1aion trill have lessons based on a second. aeries . . 
or Bible lessons. They will, however, have the same theme 

13A Guide ror Curriculum in Chr1st1an Education 
(Chicago: Ottioe'ot Publ1cat1onand D1atr1but1on, National 
Council ot the Churches ot Ohr1st in the u. s. A., c.1955), 
yp. 48-49. 

14.Prosneotua, p. s. 
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which is correlated to the Kindergarten-Beginner lessons. 

Thus, the "Lite 1n Christ" curriculum may be considered 

uniform in the sense that the lessons provide for un1torm1ty 

ot thero.e , arut gr eded, in the sense that the lessons consider 

the l earner's level ot m&tur1ty in terms ot ability, ex­

perience, and need. 

Gr aded 

I t should be noted that the '1L11'e 1n Christn curricu­

lum provides a comprehensive program tor the 1nd1v1dual. 

Nursery Bible lessons provide for the child to the age of 

four year s , with t uenty-s1x leaflets and e. teacher's guide, 

along u1th supplementary pictures and play packets. ~he 

Kindergarten Bible lessons are aimed at the four- and fiva­

Jear-old, and include a teacher's quarterly, activity 

P~ckets, a nd teaching pictures, as well as a pupil's leaf­

let. ~he Primary Bible lessons are directed to the six- and 

seven-year-old, or the r1rat- and second-grade pupil. This 

level also provides pup11 1 s leaflet and a teacher's quar­

terly. No activity packets are• available tor this age 1evel. 

fhe Junior Sible lessons are aimed at the eight- and n1ne­

year-old, or the th1rd- and fourth-grade pupil. The Inter­

mediate Bible lessons are aimed at the ten- and eleven-year­

old, or f1tth- and a1xth-grade pup11, and the Senior Bible 

lessons are directed to the seventh- and eighth-grade pupil, 

or th8se twelve and thirteen ye.are old. At these three age 
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levels a pupil's quarterly s.nd teacher's quarterly are p,:,o­

v1ded. Pup1ls are expected also to use the Bible aa a 

source o'f' ma:ter1a.l. G·enerally, the Bible class area 1s 

included in the "Life in Chr1at 11 curr1oulum series. The 

B1ble class ma terial provides f'or three levels ot grading: 

high school, young people, and adult groups. For the 

pup11, H1ble D1ecusaion Guides are ava1lable, and tor the 

teacher, a teacher's manual. !Jo complete the aeries, a 

teacher-training p1•ograra is provided, ottering twelve text­

books and teacher's gu1d.es 1n all areas of' Chr1at1an educa­

tion. Sup~lementary materials are also offered. '&heae 

will be discussed later in this chapter. 

The 11L1f'e 1n Chr1st 11 curriculum differs f'rom the 

e.verage Protestant Sunday school curr1aulum, a1nce the In­

t erna ~1onal Un1f'orm Lessons prov1de f'or a three-year cycle. 

For example, 1n the Internat1onal Lessons, the Junior group 

includes ages nine through eleven, the Intermediate group, 

ages twelve through f'ou:rteen, and the Senior group, ages 

fifteen through seventeen. 

Systematic Review 

The 11Lit"e 1n Christ" curr1.culum nrovides tor quarterly . - . 
renews of the un1ts.aovered. Beginning with Volume v, 
number l, October, 1955, the pup11 1 s quarterly ot the Junior 

through Senior departments has included a program ot aoh1eve­

ment testing. These teats are designed to be given at the 
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end of the quarter an,d to rev1ev the lessons ot the quarter, 

but also a ttempt to sample the ohi1d 1s attitudes, under­

standings, and behavior patterns. The test is divided into 

f our sections: (1) Knowing the Stories; (2) Understanding 

the Less ons or Understanding the Truths; (1) Knowin6 What 

to Do or Living the Truths ; (4) Knowing the Bible Verses. 

The firs t deals with the tactual content ot the lessons, 

the second with Judgments and oonolus1ona baaed on the 

stories, t he third applies the Bible content to lite 

situations, and the fourth tests knowledge of the memory 

ver se s of t he quarter. The tests are graded in d1tt1culty 

trom J unior through the Senior lessons. In describing the 

purposes and values of the achievement testing program 1n 

the_ Sunday school lessons, Arthur L. !1ller states that: 

The b~s ic purpose of the testing program is to help 
pastors , teachers, depe.rtment leaders, and Sunday 
school superintendents identity the progress that has 
been made towe.rd achieving the obJect1ves of the Sun­
day achool.15 

While these tests have the 11m1tations imposed upon 

any testing program in measuring attitudes and skills, there 

are a number of char acteristics of the program vhich merit 

oone1deration in a study of the curriculum. •1ller states 

them thus: 

1. The test will be based on the twelve lessons of 
the quarter. 

15Arnold c. Mueller, editor, 11Conoord1a Sunday School 
Teacher11 ( St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, o.19SS), 
Junior to Senior Division, V (October--Deoember, 19SS), 3■ 
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The t s t is a part ot the Sunday school booklet. 
The t s t 1s provided on three levels tor Juniors, 
l ntermed1a tes 1 nnd San1ore. 
The cost ot the tP.st is absorbed by Oonoord1a Pub-
11 shine; House. 
The teEta focus on the tota l obJeot1ves of the 
Eiundey school. 
The test 1s a s ampling ot the lessons of the 
quarter. 
The lie s t 1s usable o.a either a aelt-scor1ns test 
or a hand-scored test. 
The t est s have teaching value--that is, they are 
a part of a good ta&oh1ng program. 
The t ests ar e comparable in d1ftioulty, so that a 
comparison from que.rter to quarter 1a possible tor 
1nd1v1dua l s , classes, and departments. 
Norms will be developed on scores provided by a 
number of co-operating Sunday schools. fh1s oo­
oper at1on will be solicited trom fifty to one 
hundred Sunday schools. 
he t est 1s di f ferent from a simple review or 

checking exercise. The reviews are largely t actual 
ru1d per ,o1t the indiv1dual to refer back to the 
l e sson mat erial. The test 1s concerned with 
lm owl edge, atti tuclea, and conduct. 
The t ests have been developed by the Sunday school 
editors 1n consultation w1th the Committee on Testa

16 and Meesurements of the Board tor ~ar1sh Educa tion. 

Supplementary Ai de 

The "l,it'e in Chris t II curriculum is implemented by a 

number ot supplernentar:, aids. For the nursery and kinder­

gar t en departments activity packets, consisting ot pa~er 

act1vit 1es,. are correlated to the Bible lesson tor the day. 

Bible p ictures for the nursery and teaching pictures tor the 

kindergarten are designed to focus e ttention on the central 

goal of the lesson. 
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Story papers for all age groups of the Sunday school 

are evailnble. For the nursery and kindergarten ages . . 
11 Story :n1me II is the •· e1 

.. l t 1 i r 11 1 ... ..,e ...... y ~aper con e. n ng a u -oo or 

cover and :pictuz-es to color, stories, and puzzles. 11Pa1 11 

is the weekly paper tor the Junior and intermediate depaiwt­

mente. Thie publication was formerly titled 11Child1 s Com­

panion11 but was revised and renamed in October, 1957. The 

weekly paper for the senior depai-tment is titled "Junior 

H1! 11 and was f ormerly titled "Young liorld. 11 The articles 

are a imed a t the needs and interests of the seventh, eighth. 

nrl ninth gr de pupil. In &11 of these papers, an attem!)t 

is me.de t o correle.te the Bible lesson and goal for the unit 

and day with life situations. One or two stories usually 

develon the desired outco1ne :for the lesson. 

To indicate to pnrents the purposes of the Sundq 

school l essons and to suggest ways in which parents can use 

the lessons 1n teaching their children the 11fe 1n Christ 

s.t home, the "Lita in Christ" series also provides a :t'our­

pa.ge quarterly 1 ''Parent I s Guide. 11 This Gu:1,de 1s available 

in two editions, one tor the lC1ndergarten-Pr1mary depart­

ments, the other :for parents with children enrolled in the 

dun1or, Intermediate, and Senior de»artmente. 

To complete the currioular materials tor the Sundq 

school, Concordia Filmstrips have been produced end are de­

signed to be integrated with the 11L1te 1n Ohr1at" aer1ea 01' 

lessons. All of the t1lmatr1pa are 1n color with leader's 


