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L. This conformity to Christ includes 2 growing love
of fellow human beinge--a growlng wlllingness to
help them.

5. This growing love of God and man should be directed
eapsclally toward the household of faith and should
find expression in growing relatlonships to the
church and activity in the church.

6. This desire for a growing life in the kingdom of
Christ should lead to a greater use of the mezans
by which the Spirit of Christ operates in man,
Word, and Bacraments.

7. Yhere there is a growing life in Christ, there
wlll be & consecration and dedicatlion of the whole
life of the individusal to Christ and His kingdom--
a 1life of stewardship.5

These gosls have been translated into objectives or

desired cutcomes by a workshop in Religious Education held

% Concordia Tescherg' College, River Forest, Illinols, in
1949, esponsored by the Board for Parish Education of The
Lutheran Church--lMigsouri Synod. These objectives are ap-
Dliceble to 21l age levels and to all agencies of Chris-
tian education. For specific age levels they will require
sppropricte adaptation. In general, these objectives have
been sdopted by the editors of the Sunday school currlcular
materials:

I. Understanding of the nature of CGod and of man's
reletionship to Him.
II. A growing Christian character resulting from a
ready obedilence to God's will.
III. A Christiasn personality expressing itself also in
love toward all people.
IV. A rich devotional 1life of prayer and use of the
Bible. i
V. Active participation in the life and work of the
Church.

S5Your 1957-1959 Sunday School Materials (St. Louls:

Concordia Publishing House, nads )y Ds P
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VI. Dedication of talentg and treasure %o God in a
life of atewardshilp.

These objectives were then extended and esmplified by
the committee.? There are obvious weaknesses in these ob-
Jectives. For examole, they are not written from the
learner's viewpoint, and are written in terms of generalized
terms of behavior. However, they will gerve as the basis
for the evaluation of the curricular materilals offered and
must also serve as the evaluative oriteria for the local
Sunday school as well as the individual teacher. The ob-

Jectives must become the major concern of the curriculum.

Theyvmust govern the cocntent, the sequence, the methods,
and the tesching guildes of the curriculum. Content of the
Sunday school curriculum will be selected with the purpose

of achieving these objectives. OConsideration of these ob-

Jectives wlll asgsure proper emphasis on all areas of Chris-
tian 1living, and the curricular material will be selected i

only if 1t will serve to meet these objectives. n

Essentlal Characteristica of fthe

",ife in Christ" Lessons

The materials of the Sunday school curriculum must seek

Sppog ectus, o. 4.

7An extension and amplification of these general ob-
Jectives may be found in Religlon in Lutheran Schools,
edited by ¥William A. Kramer (S5t. Louis: Concordia Publish-
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To achieve the objectives outlined asbove. In accomplishing
this, and %o insurs effective organization of learning ex-
perliences, s number of characteristics must bs found in the

BSunday school msterials.
Bible-based and Bible Directed

Foremost among these charncteristics is that the Bible
must be the scurce of curricular content. Since the Bible
is the Yord of Ged, given to make man wise unto salvation,
it must be the basic source for all information relating to
Christian education. Ths “Life in Christ" lessons are
strictly Blble-based and Bible-directed. Every lesson is
besed upon a Bible selection. These lessons acquaint the
child with Biblical content and are aimed at directing the
puplil intc this content. On the intermediate and senilor
levels, the pupil's quarterlies serve as guldes, and the
pupil 1s expvected to read the Bible selection from the Blble
1tself.

On all levels the Bible content functions as much more

than a mere reference in an arbitrary treatment of some

gsocial or moresl problem and experience. Every leason
1s based on the dynamic doctrinal truth of the Bilble

content End is directed purposgefully toward 1its desired
outcome. ©

8ppros ectus, »n. 4.
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Christ Centered

Since the Bible reveals God's love to man through His
Son, Jesus Christ, the lesson materisls must exprssa Justi-
Tleation through fz2ith in Christ as the way of selvation
and the new 1life in Christ. This is to be the sole purvose
of a Bible-directed curriculum, as Saint John writes, "These
are written that ye might believe that Jesus 1is the Christ,
the Son of Ged, and that, belleving, ye might have life

through Eis Name,"?
Life-directed and Functionz2l

Christian education is effective only when it mests
the needs of the individuzl. At each age level the ma-
terlals of the curriculum must focus on life situatiocns and
indicate how God'g Word supplies guldance in solving the
leerner's problems of 1iving as a Christian. If certain
attitudes, skills, habits, and knowledge are considered as
essential, they must be incorporated into meaningful ex-
periences for the learner. The writers of the "Life in
Christ" materlals have recognized this characteristic of the
curriculun,

Their purpose is not only to pass on the record of

God's will and grace in Christ Jesus, but also to

integrate that divine knowledge into every aspect of
human life. Hence the doctrines of the Eilble are

9Jonn 20:31.




19
brought to bear on the learner's everyday life, and
the challenge of the new 1life in Christ 1s presented

reallstically and applied to the experiences of the
learners.

Scope

What shall be included in the Sunday school curriculum
and how much of this "whet" to cover are the problems of
scope. Scope consliders the curriculum from a horizontai
rolnt of view. VWhat areass of Christian living should be
included in a given curriculum are to be considered under
scope.

The CGreat Commission of the Savior reveals the two-
fold concern of Christ to make disciples of all nations and
to teach them all the commandments of Christ.ll The saubject
and content of Christian education must be evangellsm and
education into the Christian way of 1life. Areas of study
must therefore provide a comprehensive program ln con-
formity with the objectives of the Sunday school.

As was pointed out, the Sunday school curriculum must
be Bible-based and directed. The child must lsarn how to
use Scripture, learn to love and resvect it, develop a pro-
gram of reading and study in 1%, and apply these teachings

to his life activitles. The "Life in Christ" Sunday school

loProsnectu s De 5o

1lyptthew 26:19-21.
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curriculum meets thias requirement by basing all the lessons
on Blble etories and by providing exercises in the use of
Scripture.

A second area of study 1s missionary education. To
etrengthen the mlssionary emphsais of the Sunday school
materiels, nictures of missionary asctivity have been in-
cluded in the pupil's quarterly. Beginning with Volume V,
number 4, of the Concordis Sunday School Teacher, "Chil-
dren's Miseion Lessons” were introduced. These stories are
intended to be used in the Sunday school worship perlod on
The last Sunday of the month, which h=g been suggested as

a migsion emphasls Sundey. The suggestions for the worship

perlod of the Sunday school also suggest 2 mission hymn and

orayer for use on that Sunday.

A third area of study are the great hymns of the Chrig-
tlan church which declare Biblicel truths and ere scurces of
inspiration, pralse, and comforié for the individual in daily
life, as well &8 useful in groun worship. [Iach monthly |
unit in the "Life in Christ" series includes a hymn for use |
in the worshlp period of the Sunday school, which the
varents are to use in home devotione.

Prayer is another area of study which finds & place in
the Sunday school curriculum. The elements of prayer must

be vresented to the learner in an ever-developing under-

| standing so that he can use prayer as cccasion demands of

- him. Zhe great prayers of Christendom must be appropriated

'w 1
T e
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and memorized and used in private and corporate worship.
Prayers related to the topic of the dey are given in the
feacher's Jusrterly for the worshlp period of the Sunday
school. Under the heading, "Through the Week with God,"
the intermediste pupil's quarterly gives the pupil sug-
gestlons for gx corde prayers. For example, in the lesson
which ueges the Bible zccount of Elil snd Samuel, the lesson
has the theme, "Living in the Fear of God." In developing
this theme, the »upil's quarterly suggests:

Jesus 1z the only One who can save you from an ungodly

1ife such &8 led to the downfell of Ell's sons. Ask

Him to keep you from such a 1life and to give you true

wisdom, so that you wlll love and obey God's ¥YWord and
have His blessing.l?

sSequence

Sequence refers to the "when" of the curriculum and
determines the grade placement of learning experiences. . Se-
quence congiders the ecurriculum from a verticel placement
of materials by age grouping tc assure developmental con-
tinuliy of leerning experience, to prevent needless over-
lapping 2nd to hold and increase pupll interest. A Guide
for Curriculum in Christian Fducation streasses these inm-

vortant elements of segquence:

125 rno14 C. Mueller, edltor, "Intermediate Bible Les-
sons" (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing Fouse, ¢.1957), VI
(April-dune, 1957), 57=60.
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1. Depending upon the number of years or days of at-
tendance in the same school, some progress of
idesa must be cssumed.

Z. The church year calendsr will govern ineclusion and
plecement of lesson content especlally in the lower
gredes,

3. Variety in lesson.materlals should serve %o hold
and lnecrease interest. '

&, Knowledge, skills, appreciations, aend attitudes
should show a cumulative effect from year to year.

5. Frequent cumulative learnings should lezd to com-
witment or sction.l3

Zhe "Life in Christ" Sundey school curriculum attempts
to meet these criterla in thls way:

The extension of the former two-year Concordia series
of besic Sundey school lessons to four years will make
for a2 more comprehensive study of the Bible. At the
same tlme, the yearly cycle of each departmental course
le balanced around a carsfully defined set of objec-
Tives and is complete in itself. Also each lssson 1s
& unit in a monthly unit in harmony with the church
Year. The over-all plan covers the most ilmportant
Blble stories four times every ten yeara, providing a
well-rounded course that can Ea taught thoroughly
through balenced repetition.l

ihe curriculum is plenned so that during the first two
yearas of the four-year cycle, both the Klndergarten-ﬂegiéner
and the Junior-Senior divisions will use the same basilc
Bible centent graded to the learner's needs, abilitles, and
experienceas. In the third and fourth year, the Junlor-
Senior division will have lessons based on a second series

of Bible lessons. They will, however, have the same theme

(Chicago: Office of Publication and Distribution, National
Goungglbof the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., ¢.1955),
'Qp- = '90 .

eroenectus, o. 5.
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which is correlated to the Xindergarten-Beginner lesscns.
Thus, the "Life in Christ" curriculum msy be considered
uniforn in the sense that the lesaons provide for uniformity
of theme, and graded, in the sense that the lessons consider
the learner's level of meturity in terms of ability, ex-

verience, and need.
Graded

It should be noted that the "Life in Christ" curricu-
lum provides a comprehensive program for the individual.
ilursery Bible lezsons provide for the chlld to the ags of
four years, with twenty-six leaflets and = teacher's guilde,
slong with supplementery pictures and play packets. The
Kindergarten Bible lessons asre almed et the four- and five-
Year-cld, and include a teacher's quarterly, sctivity
backets, and teaoching pictures, as well as a pupil's leaf-
let. The Primary Bible lessona are dirscted to the six- and
fseven-year-o0ld, or the first- and second-grade pupll, This
level alsc provides pupil's leaflet and a teacher's quar-
Terly. No asctivity packets are availeble for this age ievel.
The Junior Bible lessons are aimed at the eight- and nine-
Year-old, or the third- and fourth-grade pupil. The Inter-
mediate Bible lessons are almed at the ten- and eleven-year-
old, or fifth- and sixth-grade pupil, and the Senior Bible
lessons are dirascted to the seventh- and eighth-grade pupll,

or thoae twelve and thirteen years old. At these three age
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levels a pupil's guarterly and teacher's qusrterly are pro-

vided. Puplile are expected also to use the Bible ss 2
source of materlel. Generally, the Bible class area ls
included in the "Life in Christ" currioculum series. The
Blble class material provides for three levels of grading:
high school, young people, 2nd adult groups. For the
pupll, Bible Discusslon Cuides are avallable, and for the
teacher, a teacher's manual. To complete the series, a
teacher-training program is provided, offering twelve text-
Dooks and teacher's guildes in all areas of Christian educa-

tion. Supoplementary meterials are also offered. Theae

will be discussed later in this chapter.
fhe "Life in Christ" curriculum differs from the
everage PFrotestant Sunday school currlculum, since the In-

ternavional Uniform Lessons provide for a three-year cycle.

For example, in the International Lessons, the Junior group
includes ages nine through eleven, the Intermedlate group,

ages twelve through fourteen, and the Senlor group, agss

fifteen through seventeen.
Systematic Review

The "Life in Christ" curriculum provides for quarterly
reviews of the units.covered. Beginning with Volume V,
number 1, October, 1955, the puplil's quarterly of the Junior

through Senior departments haa included a program of achleve-

ment teasting. These teats are designed to be glven at the
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end of the quarter and to review the lessons of the quarter,
but also attemnt to sample the child's attitudes, under-
s8tandings, and behavior patterns. The test is divided into
Tour sections: (1) Knowing the Stories; (2) Understanding
the Lessona or Understanding the Truths; (3) Knowing What
T0 Do or Living the Truths; (4) Knowing the Bible Verses.

The firat deale with the factual content of the lessons,

the second with judgments and conclusions based on the
stories, the third apolles the Bible content to life
eltuations, and the fourth tests knowledge of the memory
verses of the querter. The tests are graded in difficulty
from Junior through the Senior lessons. In describing the

purposes and values of the achlevement testing program in

The Sundeay school lessons, Arthur L. Filler states that:
The basic purpose of the testing program 1s to help |
pagtore, teachers, department leaders, and Sunday 1
school superintendents identify the progress that has -

been mode toward achieving the objectives of the Sun- |
day school.l5

While these tesets have the limitations imposed upon |
eny testing vprogram in measuring attitudes and skille, there
are s number of characteristics of the program which merit
consideration in a study of the curriculum. Hiller states
them thus:

l. The test will be based on the twelve lessons of
the quarter.

15arno14d C. Hueller, editor, "Concordie Sunday School
Teacher! (St. Louls: Concordia Publishing flouse, c.1955),
Junlor to Zenior Division, V (October--December, 1955), 3.

l
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2. The test 1s a part of the Sunday school booklet.

3. The test iz provided on three levels for Juniors,
Intermediates, and Seniors.

%. 'The cost of the teet is absorbed by Concordia Pub-
lishing House.

5. The tests fceus on the total objsctives of the
Sunday school.

6. The test 1s a sampling of the lessons of the
guarser.

7. The test 1s usable os either a self-scoring test
or a hand-scored test.

€. The testa have teaching value--that is, they are
2 part of a geood tesching program.

. 9. The testa are comparable in difficulty, so that a

. comparison from querter to quarter 1ls possible for
individusals, classes, and departments.

10, Norms will be developed on scores provided by =
nunber of co-operating Sunday schools., This co=
cveration will be soliclted from fifty to one
hundred Sunday schools.

11, The %est 1s different from a simple review or
checkling exercise. The reviews are largely factual
and permit the lndividusl to refer back to the
lesson material. The test 1s concerned with
knowledge, attitudes, and conduct.

12. 7The tests have been developed by the Sunday school
editors in consultation with the Committee on Tests
and Yessurements of the Board for Parish Education.

Supplementary Alds

The "LAife in Christ” currlculum is implemented by a
nunber of supplementary aids. For the nursery and kinder-
garten departments activity packets, conslating of paper
activities, are correlated to the Bible lesson for the day.
Hible pictures for the nursery and teaching pictures for the
kindergarten are designed to focus attention on the central

gosl of the lesson.

161134,

16
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Story papers for all age gfoups of the Sunday school
are avallable. For the nursery and kindergarten ages
"Story Time" is the weekly paper containing a full-color
cover and pictures to color, stories, and puzzles. "Pal'
is the weekly paper for the junlor and intermediate depart-
ments. This publication was formerly titled "Child's Com-
panion" but was revised and renamed in October, 1957. The
weekly paper for the senlor depertment is titled "Junior
Hi!" and was formerly titled "Young World."! The articles
are aimed at the needa and interests of the seventh, eighth,
and ninth grade pupil. In all of these papers, an attemdpt
is nede to correlate the Bible lesson and goal for the unit
and day with life situations. One or two stories usually
develor the desired outcome for the lesson.

To Indicate to parents the purposes of the Sunday
school lessone snd to suggest ways in which varents can use
the lessons in teaching thelr children the 1life in Christ
&% home, the "Life in Christ" series also provides a four-
pege quarterly, "Parent's Guide.” This Guilde is available
in two editions, one for the Kindergarten-Primary depart-
ments, the other for parents with children enrolled in the
Junlor, Intermediate, and £enior departments.

To complete the curricular materials for the Sunday
school, Concordia Filmatrips have been produced end esre de-
slgned to be integrated with the "Life in Christ" series of

lessons. All of the filmstrips are in color with leader's




