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Book Review. — Riteratur.

The Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel. By R. (. H. Lenski. Lutheran
Book Concern, Columbus, O. 1931. 1,418 pages, 514 X8%. Price,
$4.50, nct.

The author of this volume is well known to the Lutheran clergy of this
country on account of his long literary activity, in the course of which
he issued o mumber of exegetical studies, which have been widely dis-
tributed. His teaching career in the theological department of Capital
University, of which he is dean, nmaturally brought about an intensive
study of many parts of Seripture. He was for years especially interested
in the Gospel according to St.John and has now produced this magnum
opus. — This latest book by Dr.Lenski shows that the author has sym-
pathetically and lovingly searched the text of the inspired account. It is
& scholarly production, but one which does not exhibit a ballast of schol-
arly effort. The reviewer has taken sections from various parts of the
book at random and has always been rewarded with some form of stimu-
lating thought. The viewpoints and the method of the author are so well
known that it is possible to form an opinion of the entire production from
the following sample, taken from the interpretation of John 6, 37: “But
in these expressions: ‘All that the Father gives’ and ‘All that He has
given,’ Jesus speaks of all believers of all ages as already present to the
eyes of God, He also thus giving them to Jesus. This Jesus does re-
peatedly: v.65; 10,16 and 29; 17,2 and 9 and 24. There, however, are
not a fixed number in some mysterious way [!] chosen by an absolute [7]
decree of God to be such a gift to Jesus. Such an exegesis is wholly dog-
matic and carries into what Jesus says a thought that is not in His words.
On the other hand, equally dogmatie is the view that they who constitute
God’s gift to Jesus are those who are morally [!] better than the rest in
the first place or who at least act better than the rest when the Gospel
is brought to them. These words of Jesus are without trace of either
predestinarianism or synergism. God’s grace is universal. He would
give all men to Jesus. The only reason He does not is because so many
men refuse obdurately to be part of that gift. On the other hand, God’s
grace alone is efficacious. Every man who believes does so only and wholly
by virtue of this grace. Thus the words of Jesus concerning the Father’s
gift to Him and its getting to Him raises the question for these Gali-
leans: Did they want to be a part of this gift, or do they mean to exclude
themselves? ‘Shall get to Me’ implies that Jesus accepts the Father’s
gift. . . . ‘Him that comes to Me' makes the matter individual, personal,
and a voluntary act. The Father’s drawing (v. 44) is one of grace alone,
thus efficacious, wholly sufficient, able to change the unwilling into the
willing, but not by coercion, not irresistibly. Man can obdurately refuse
to come. Yet when he comes,; he does so only by the blessed power of grace.
Him that comes thus (the present participle only describing the person
as such) Jesus ‘shall in no wise cast out,” a strong litotes for ‘shall most
certainly receive.” The Son could not possibly contravene the Father.
Back of the individual’s coming to Jesus lies the Father’s giving (and
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having given, v. 39) that individual to Jesus. And in the same way get-
ting to Jesus means complete reception by Jesus. And this reception is
8o strong, not because Jesus would refuse no one coming to Him, but be-
cause Jesus could not possibly deviate from His Father's will” —The
language of the author is not always ns clear and concise as one should
like to have it, and therefore the reader sometimes has difficulty in get-
ting the author's thought. Which reminds one of the fact that it would
be a boon to the Lutheran Church of this country if the exegetical lec-
tures of the late Dr. Stoeckhardt on the Gospel of St.John could also be
offered to our pastors. Possibly this can be nccomplished within the next
few years. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Stuttgarter Biblifdied Nadyjdlagewerf. Anbhang sur Stuttgarter Jubildums:
bibel. Mit erllirenden Anmerlungen. Stuttgart. Privilegierte Wilct:
tembergijche Vibelanftalt. 778 Seiten 61%X9%. Doppelleinen, geglatieter
Rotfdhnitt, Futteral: M. 6; Halbfrans, geglitieter Notfdhnitt, Futteral:
M. 8; Qcber, gegldtteter Rotichnitt, Futteral: M. 10.50.

Diefer Pradytband enthilt: Ginfithrung in die Heilige Scyrift, Suthers Vors
teben, Gebete aus Vengels Newem Teftament, Vefdyreibung des Heiligen Landes,
@ejdyicdhte bes Volfes Jsracl, Natur: und Vollsleben im Lande dber Vibel, Grs
Mlitung cingelner Wiorter, Wortlonfordani, NKonfordany der Perfonens und
Viollernamen, Konfordany jur Topographic bes Heiligen Landes, Konlordany
ber widytigften biblijden BVegriffe, Vergleidiende Jujammenfiellung der drei erften
Goangeliften, Sdriftivorte und Schriftabjdynitte mit Leitworten filr bejondere
Beiten undb Fille bed Lebens, Vibellefetafel und die iiblichen Landlarten. Selbfts
verftiindlid) Haben wir in der furzen Feit jeit Empfang diefes Budes nidit alle
Teile genau priifen fonmen; bodh haben wir in dem RKomfordanjen, bie einen
grofen Teil des Vudyed ausmadien, viele Stidproben gemadyt, die jamlid juc
vollftindigen Vefriedigung ausgefallen find. Luthers Vocreden find nur im Auss
aug gegeben.  Qeider ift ein Teil der ,Einfithrung in dic Heilige Schrift” su Un:
fang bes Wanbes ungulinglidy und irrefiihrend, jhon unter ,A. Der dufere Bes
ftand ber Bibel”, wo gefagt wird, baf .bdic Schriften des Neuen Teftaments
woh{ alle [?7] aus dem erjten Jahrhundert nad) Ehrifto” ftammen. Dad
Rapitel iiber JInfpiration der Heiligen Schrift ift befonders jdhivady, weil barin
cigentlidh) nur von einer fubjeltiven Grlcudytung die Rebe ift. Dod) nimmt biefe
ganje ,Ginfilhrung? nur fedyzehn Seiten cin, und der Iutherijhe Theolog fann
ben gangen Teil unberiidfidhtiot fafjen, da er an dem iibrigen Budye feine Helle
Greudbe Haben wird. Der Verlag bemerlt cinleitendertveife: Nody fei die Notiy
beigefitgt, baf bas ,Biblijhe Nachdylagetver!* nur jo lange al8 Sonderband bar:
geboten Moird, bis angunchmen ift, baf fich die bisherigen Befifjer der Yubildums:
bibel [ndmlid) ber tiirttembergijhen Mevifion] dieje Grgdingung bejdafjt Haben.
Bon ba ab wird bas ,Nadjdhlagewerl® nur nod) sujammen mit ber Jubildumss
bibel ju Haben fein.~ P.ECRremanm.

Tleifd und Geift nadh) Luthers Lehre, unter befonderer BVerildfidytigung bes

Begrifis ,totus homo*. Von Grdmann Sdyott, Lic theol

95 Seiten 6X9. A, Deidjertjhe Verlagsbudyhandlung, D. Werner Scol,
Leipzig. 1028, Preis: Gebeftet, M. 3.50.

Wieder eine Sdrift, bie in das Studium Luthers Hineintreidt. Sie betont

die Iutherifche Cehre, Dok der rechtfertigende Glaube fich allein auf bas Wort ber

Sdyrift grilndet. ,Luther formuliert belanntlid) ben Safy: Sunt duo toti homi-
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nes et unus totus homo. (8. U. II, 586, 16 f.) Ginerjeits bin i) Fleifw, und
andercrieits bin i) Geift; bdad find bie qriften Gegenjdfe, und dody ift e3 bas-
fefbe 3. Bur Ldjung des damit fury umriffenen Problems will bie folgende
Arbeit cinen Veitrag liefern.” G2 Heit dbann tweiter: ,Quther fennt jiwei Grups
pen von FleifdheSmenjdien, dic er gewdhnlid) sinistrales und dextrales nennt.
Die sinistrales find die grobfinnlid) cingefteliten Menjdyen; die dextrales ba:
gegen Dalten ctivas von Weisheit und Gevechtigleit und find ftoly, fie au befigen.
Die cine At von Menfden vergeflen Gott itber ihren Freuden; bie anbern be-
bitefen Gottes nidht, weil fie an ihren Tugenden genug ju Haben meinen. BVon
biefen beiben Gridyeinung8formen ber caro, die bon Luther immer icber fon-
ftaticet twerben, ift bie jiveite die f)limmere.s (S.6.) »G3 ijt ber Wille des natiic=
liden Menfdien, nidts anderes als bas ,Gefithlte’, das Ginleudytende, das bem
natiiclihen Denlen Plaufidile gelten ju laffen.” (S. 10.) ,Die caro will aud) bie
@otteSgeredytigleit nur al§ erfahrenc und crlebte gelten fafjen.” (S.22) ,Nady
Luthers diaralteriftijher Anffaffung benugft ber alte Adam aud) bie Theologic,
um jeine Sade 3u vertretent (S.30.) »Das neue Leben bed ,geiftlidhen Mens
fhen unterideidet fih bon dem Ceben des alten Abam ausfdlicflich durch den
Glauben an Gottes Wort. (S.14.) .Der gange Ehriftenjtand auj GErden ift
cine Appellation vom ,Nichtituhl* jum ,Guadenjiuhl.s (S. 69.) Fiir alles twers
ben reidylide Velege aus Luther beigebradht, und das Sd)lufiwort lautet: ,Daber
Hlingt die Lebre von dem ,3tvei ganjen Menjden” war in einen Seufser ans:
>3 clender Menjdy, toer wird mid) erldfen von dem Leibe diejeds Tobes? aber
dody in cinen Seufzer voll getvifiefter, frohefter Juverfidht: ,Jch dante Gott durd)
JCGfum GEhriftum, unjern HErrn.** JIn dem Anbang, Medtfectigung und ,Ge:
reditmadjung’#, wird bdie faljche Medytjertipungslehre Holld8 und Scebergs bes
fprodhen. ,Secberg fagt: ,Die von Goft an dem Siindber ausgefiihrte Nechtfertis
qung ift eine fortgehende reafe Ginwvirtung auf bie Seele, durd) die dicfe allmiblid
gecedht wied. s (S. 81) Sdjott jelber bleibt nidht auf der redyten Vahn, tvenn er
bie Sadje fo bacftellt: ,Die Redytfertigung ift die Ernenerung des Menjdhen und
bie Gereditmadyung die Austreibung der ,reliquiae carnis’.s (S, 91.) Das ftimmt
nidht mit feinen jonftigen Ausfithrungen: ,Allein die Predigt von dbem ,Ehriftus
fite uns* gibt uns ein gutes Gewifjen. Dad heift aber: Ehrijtus fommt fitr den
Glaubenbden in erfter Cinie nidhyt ald der in Vetradht, der in ihm iwickt und ihn
fidtbar und fiihlbar wmgeftaltet.” (S. 37.)

Gin dburdjaus fidjerer Wegiveijer durd) Cuthers Sdyriften ift dies Bildlein
nidt. 8 bictet viel Gutes, aber nidyt immer lommt Luthers Theologic ur recdhten
Darftellung. 3. V. Luthers Lehre von der Ertodhlungsgewifheit ticrd faljd) dars
gelegt, S. 80 ff. toird von ,dem ecigentitmlicdhen Mebencinander von Redytfertis
qungEgeivifheit und Erivdhlungsungetvifheit, das bei Luther ju allen JFeiten
bejtande, geredet. .Iur auf die Selbjtbeobadhtung, auf das Fiihlen, tonnte fidh
bie Grivdhlungsgetnifiheit jtiigen. . . . LWeil wir nie geloify find, ob twir aud) ben
®lauben betvahren iverdem, jo ift ¢8 bei uns, wenn aud) nidyt bei Gott, ungewif,
ob toit ertodblt finb.# Das hat Luther nid)t gelehrt. Luther jeigt biclmehr dem
Chrijten, auf weldyem Wege er jeine ciwvige Erivdhlung ecrfennen und derfelben
geioify toerben fonne und jolle. Gr jagt: lnterftehe didh nidyt, den WAbgrund
gittlicher Verjehung mit der Vernunft jue erforiden, fonjt wirft du gewif brilber
irre, berjioeifelft enteber ober jdhldgft bidy gar in bie freie Sdjany’; fondern Halte
bidy an bdic Werheifung ded8 GEvangelii. . . . Groreifit bu Gottes BVerheijung,
olaubjt bu, daf cr cin barmberziger, wahrhaftiger Gott fei, der treulich Halte,
Ioag er geredet habe, . . . jo tveiffe nidyt daran, bu gehdreft unter bas Hiuflein
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ber Grivdfhlten.” (IX, 1115.) ,Sdaue an bie Wunden Chrifti und fein Blut,
bas er filr bidh bergoffen Hat; baraus wird bie Verfehung Herborfdeinen.” (IX,181)
Sdyott felber aitiert dhnlidhe Stellen, 3. B.: ,Wenn ber Glaube roohl gellbt und
getrieben wicd, fo wicft du guleht der Sade geivifs (.. 14,23,10—19; St. 9.4
IX, 1354). (S.81.) So gewi der Ghrift feines Glaubens ift, fo gewwif ex ber
Gnabe Gottes ift, fo gewif ift er feiner Grivdhlung. Sdott jitiert jum Grioeis
. feiner Vehauptung Stellen tvie diefe: ~Darum baf der Menfd nidyt tweif, ob er
Bleiben werbe bor bem Anftofen der Unfedytung” (8. . 10, I, 1.332; St 8. U
XII, 211). (S.82.) Da legt aber Suther ble Schriftroahrheit bar, dah der Chrift
fidh ftet8 mit Fuedyt undb Bittern bie Maglidyleit feines Ubfall8 vorfalt. Jue
felben Feit weif er im Gfauben, dafp Gott ihn vor dem Ubfall bewahren toetbe.
Sdott [deint auf einen Augenblid vergeffen ju haben, was e auf Seite 79 f§on
batlegt: ,Damit der Ehrift diefe rechte Mittelftrahe innchilt, muf ec Joijden
ber ,Beit be8 Gefehes’ und ,der Jeit der Gnabe’ unterfdeiden fonnen. ,Jeit bes
@efeties’ ift, toenn in meinem Getvifjen ober in meinem Fleifdhe die Silnde aufs
wadt. ,Jeit der Gnade’ dagegen ift, wenn Herg und Gerwiffen befricdet und u‘-
freut find burd) dbas gdttliche Verheifjungsiwort. Jroifdyen bicfen beiden »3eiten’,
bie, mdgen fie audy begrifftic) aufs Marfte untecfdyicden fein, dody in der Wicllichs
feit bes piydhijchen Lebens aufs innigfte berbunbden find, muf der Ehrift almihlih
unterfdeiden leenen; denn in der Jeit bes Gefeies muf er fich an die Gnade fals
ten, um nidyt der Veratoeiffung preisgegeben gu fein; in ber Jeit der @nabe muf
er fidh am Gefese pritfen, um nidt vermefjen ju werden.” (8. . 40, 1. 524 . 40,
2.42; &t. ©. U. IX, 451. 641.) Th Gngelder

The Religion of Isrnel. By George A. Barton. The University of Penn
sylvania Press. 280 pages. Price, $2.50.

The author is well known as an Assyriologist, particularly because
of his interpretation of the origin of cunciform characters, his several
volumes of inscriptions, and his popular Archeology and the Bible. 0|II
readers will perhaps recall that he participated in n lengthy debate with
the late Professor Clay of Yale in the attempt to disprove the latter’s
Amurru thesis. His distinctions as an Assyriologist, however, do not jus-
tify the extremes which are again presented in this second edition of
a text-book for the religious courses of a number of our colleges and
universities. =

Barton starts with one of his favorite theses, developed in his Semifio
Origins, to the effect that Sumerian society was originally m:trilr:hl
and that survivals of this primitive matriarchy are found in the feminine
associntions of Yahweh. After tracing the carly Semitic background as
he claims it developed from this matriarchy, the author presents the early
Biblical narratives and insists that, while at best they portray certain
tribal and historical facts, they are not to be taken as real history. He
then proceeds to reject the Biblical account of the origin of the Hebl.'eﬂ.
distinguishing between the Leah tribes and the Rachel tribes (emphasizing
the totemistic theory) and their separate entrances into Palestine. Jehovah
was & God of the Kenites, adopted by the Hebrews. The Hebrew festivals
are Canaanite holy days with a new religious vencer. Amos is the prophet
of practical monotheism, although the Babylonians and Egyptians had
made close approaches long before. Deuteronomy was born of Heze-
kiah’s reformation. The “Holiness Code” is postexilic. The Psalter is the
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fruit of legalism. Angels are Persian and largely late. — These snatches
from Barton's book, only too familiar to any one acquainted with the ex-
tremes of modern criticism, illustrate the damaging influences to which
our Christian students at our colleges and universities are exposed. While
& volume of this kind can render certain, largely negative, service to pro-
fessional investigators, it ought to serve as a challenge for increased zeal
in behalf of our university youth. W. A. MAER.

The Lutheran Hour. By Walter A. Maier, Ph.D. 324 pages, 5X8. Con-
cordin Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.50.

This might have been a book of sermons; but it is not; for it does
not present the sermon as it is taught in our homiletic classes at our
seminaries and as we are accustomed to hear it from our Lutheran pul-
pits. It might have been a book of instruction in the Christian doctrine;
but it is not that; for then we should expect a different arrangement and
expect the topics systematically and more fully treated. It might have
been a book of Christian apologetics; but it is not that; for then it would
have to present, in a larger measure than it does, the defensive proofs
of Christianity over agninst the many errors of our day. All this the
book might have been; but it is not that; for the words which it re-
prints were spoken in response to a very unusual opportunity given to our
Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod, to wit, that of broadeasting re-
ligious programs over a coast-to-const network under unusual circum-
stances. The half-hour broadeast cost approximately $5,000, only twelve
to fifteen minutes were allotted the speaker, the number of months on
the air was uncertain, a large unseen audience was desired, and yet such
a mation-wide undertaking does not casily and quickly register with the
masses. The speaker therefore in his own way sought to make the most
of such an unusual opportunity under trying circumstances and delivered
what he himself calls radio messages, the purpose of which was to tell
over the “Lutheran Hour” once a week to the large non-Christian popu-
lation, and also to the many non-Lutherans, of our country what the
Lutheran Church stands for, believing that a clear presentation of the
truth of the Bible would also at the same time be the best refutation
of error. The many letters received are evidence that Dr.Maier’s radio
messages served that purpose. Dr. Maier gave his service to the “Lutheran
Hour” broadeast without any remuneration; the broadcast was sponsored
by the Lutheran Laymen’s League. J. H. C. Frrrz.

Let Us Keep Lent. By Gerhard E. Lenski. Harper & Brothers. 104 pages,
4X6. Price, $1.00.

The publishers tell us that “the author is minister of the Grace Lu-
theran Church in our nation’s capital. He believes that the simple story
of the Cross is more vital and far more valuable than all the doctrines
that have come from it.” Consequently we looked in this booklet for the
story of the Cross told in words approximating as closely as possible the
narrative as penned by the four cevangelists. We were disappointed in
this respect, since this narrative does not occupy the place of prominence
that one would expect in view of this announcement, and we were sad-
dened to see that just those doctrines which are clearly brought out in
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Holy Scripture concerning the meaning and purpose of the Cross of Christ
are rendered extremely doubtful. We were grieved to read on such an
important and clearly revealed doctrine ns that of vicarious atonement
meditations such as follow: —

“Vicarious Love. “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all’
Meditation: Christ ‘died for our sins, according to the Scriptures.’ Ie
‘bare our sins in His own body on the tree’ God ‘made Him to be sin
for us who knew no sin’ What do these statements mean? Are they to be
accepted literally and at face value, or are they merely Oriental speech-
figures, beautiful for color and extravagance, yet in no sense accurate and
truthful ?

“A word of caution may be in order for the eager mind that faces
this problem and the many others involved in the matter of human guilt,
its curbing and its cure. Though each mind must of necessity abide by
its abilities to observe and to decide, it is certainly not fair in any judg-
ment that God should be limited by merely human conceptions or tlll.t
Jesus should be appraised in any final way by men who know neither His
mind nor the power that resides in Him. Barbarian minds are likely to
be poor authorities in the field of art. The earth-worm, clever creature
though it may be, can hardly hope to be an interpreter of the dreams that
fill man’s heart. In a like manner honest interpretation is bound to rec-
ognize human limitations in the presence of the Eternal, nor will it dare
to apply the yardstick to measure the things of the Spirit which know
neither beginning nor end.

“Here another difficulty may be recognized ns inviting an even greater
humility on the part of the investigator. Mere words are such poor means
of conveying spiritual truths. Redemption, like benuty, is so hard to com
press into the mold of definition and doctrine. Paul’s experience mt_h
the Cross is 50 much more clear to Paul than are his words concerning it
to us. But be that as it may, Paul's experience like that of the prophet
of old is real, and, more than obviously, he wants us to share it with hin_l.
His desire in this matter is so sincere and so generous that to deny it
is to be guilty of discourtesy and spiritual aloofness. Why should we not
share his experience, especially since he proclaims it as one so gloriously
good? After all, many things are true even though they have never been
defined and needful in our lives even though their workings are hard to
explain,

“For those who veer away from Christian experience and who see
little of the hand of God in the Bible and little of His heart in Jesus Christ
there is still one common observation within the reach of all which may
serve to make a substitutionary interpretation of the Cross both rational
and acceptable. The noblest outreach of human love is invariably sacri-
ficial in its character. As Luthardt expresses it: ‘Love is by nature viea-
rious.” As Jesus phrased it: ‘Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends.’ If God be consistent, if He be
good, if He be the possessor of those virtues which are best in His own
creatures, then, instead of being unreasonable, might not this strange doc-
trine which proclaims that God is in Christ and that He is dying in the
sinner’s stead, be the very one which shall be found to accord most with
our highest thought of Him?” (Pp. 54—56.)
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“He gave Himself for Us. ‘Behold, we go up to Jerusalem.’ Luke
18, 31. Meditation: He gave Himself! Very clearly Palm Sunday sets
this solemn fact before our minds for such use as we may be able to
make of it. He gave Himself! He came to Jerusalem not so much be-
cause He had to come as because He wanted to come. He came to die
upon the cross, not merely as one who bears with all bravery the slings
and arrows of outrageous fortune, but, far more, as one who is Himself
shaping circumstances and guiding them in His own way for some pur-
pose Ho has willed and wanted.

“He gave Himself! The explanation that He died a martyr’s death
for conviction’s sake; the explanation that He suffered death in order
to teach us how to mcet life’s deepest emergency; the cxplanation that
He identified Himself so closely with humanity that He felt the sins of
men upon His own conscience as though they were actually His own—
all these are interesting explanations, and they do set forth truths that
are helpful and uplifting. At their best, however, they are only broken
lights, revealing partial truths. When we think of the determination
that actuated Him and that led Him on, when we reeall that instead of
being a passive victim, He freely gave Himself, then these explanations
do not suffice. They do not do justice to the purpose that so plainly moti-
vated Him. They do not honor the nim He must have had in His mind.

“He gave Himself! Why? There is one explanation — perhaps it can
hardly be called an explanation since it invites questions as much as it
answers them — that will do justice to the incidents of the Biblical nar-
rative. He gave Himself for us. He was our Ransom, a Substitute for sin
in our stead. The question is bound to arise: Can Christ be that? Can
He, the Innocent One, be made sin for the guilty? Is such a thing in-
telligible? 1Is it fair? However one may question the statement itself,
the fact remains that this is the view that dominated the minds of those
who were the closest to Christ and who loved Him best. Itis further a fact
not lightly to be set aside which declares that this is the view which the
apostles preached, the view that changed their lives and transformed the
lives of multitudes of others. Summing it all up, seeking for some ver-
sion of the case that will serve as a common denominator for the facts
that history presents, a final conclusion may be in order, namely this—
the disciples of Jesus, following Him, believing that He died for their
redemption, entered into a different, a higher, a holier experience and
understanding than any that is accorded to other men.

“Saul of Tarsus, to begin with, did not want to follow Jesus. Still
less did he desire to believe that Jesus died for him. When Saul beeame
Paul, the follower of Jesus, that which had been hateful to his soul be-
came his heart’s delight. The thing he had sought to destroy he now
sought to propagate. In that experience new light scemed to come. Fimally
the day came when this Paul, himself under the shadow of death, could
say: ‘T know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.’ Can
Paul’s experience be the explanation we need to make the Cross clear to
our minds? Is this the way toward the light —not to stand off at a dis-
tance and ask questions about Jesus, but to be converted and then to
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walk with Him and, by experience in Christian living, to learn of Him1"
(Pp. 85—87.)

We have given these two meditations complete, so that our readers
may judge for themselves that this assuredly is not the spirit of Luther,
but of Modernism, which we did not look for in the American Lutheran
Church. TH. LAETSCH.
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