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to: (d) An agent; (e) A deaconess,3
Basically, a minister is "one who executes tho commands
of another, especially of a master; (hence) a servant, attend-
ant.“h' In the secular sense, a minister serves his employer,
or master; in some capacity, In the more specific sense of
the Christian ministry, the minister serves Christ, his Master,

in somo capacity.
The Universal Ministry

" God's original plan for His poeople was that they a..11 be
ministers, be commissionod by Him, function in His will, carry
out His tvasks, In describing His relation to Israel, His
chosen nation, God says: "And ye shall bs unto Me a kingdom
of priests, and an holy nation, "5  Tsaiah proclaimed to the
children of Israel, "But ye shall be nemed the prissts of the
Iord: men shall call you the ministers of our God.“6 In the
widest sense of tha term,; those who waré placed ﬁndar the
covenant of the 0ld Testament were minlsters of .God.- They
were not merely to accept the covenant of communion, Because
of this communion, they were to be active functionaries of Cod.

They were to live lives of service,

31131&.. PPs 183.&[--

'*J Tha: New Test-
: yeor, A Greek-English Lexlicon of the New Tes
ament (flew York: Herper &rs, )s P. -

5Exodus 19:6
61salah 61:6



20

The New Testament carries out and expands the theme of
the universal ministry, As St, Peter sums up,

Yo are a chosen generation, 2 royal priesthood, an holy

nation, a peculiar pecpleo: that ye should shew forth the

praises of Mim Who ha%h called you out of darknsss into

His marvellous light,
The poople of God aro a nation set apnrt, callsd into the
covenant of communion, with the speeific duty of functioning
in the service of the One ¥Yho has called them,

The terms, "people of God," "chosen nation,”™ "Church,"

"disciples,“s

etec,, describs the Scriptural concept of God's
ralation to His people, The term, "ministry,” describes the
functional aspect of this rolation, The two concepts cannot
b2 equated, as baing ona and thoe same, Rethsr, it is a cause
and eff'ect ralationship. That iz, because the followers of
Christ ars the psople of God, thersfors thay are minlsters,

t is the ralation of falth and works, DBascause God-inspired
faith has made the eleet the communion of sszints, it follows
a8 a natural and inevitable corecllary that they are ministers,
working toward the implementation of the divine will, The
wholr thrust of the Eplstle of James 1s to ths effect that
feith must be put into action.9 Turning the proposition

around, 3t, James points out that ths criterion of judgemant

71 Pater 2:9

8x, II,” Rengstorf, "Apostleship," Bible Key lords,
translated by J, R, Coates from Theologisches Noerterbuch zum
Neusn Testament, edited by G, Kittel !ﬁew York: Harper & Br'os,.,

9James 2:20
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for faith 1s the works which follow.lo By 1ts very nature,
ths communion of Saints carmot be a passive organization,
but must bs a ministering rellowship.ll

To the communion of saints, God has antrusted the carry-
ing out of His divine will, And in its ministerial capacity,
the Church does this, Thus, the Church has the tasks of
preaching, teaching, baptizing, administering the Lord's
Supper, judging doctrine, admonishing those in error, com-
forting and strengthening the brethren, witnessing to Christ,
ete, In brief, it can be sald that the Church has the tasks
of worship, witness, education, and service, Or, as St, Peter
definss the ministerial function of the Church, "That ye should
shew forth the praises of Him Who hath callsd you out of darke

n2ss into His marvellous 1ight.“12
The Gifts of the Ministerlal Offices

"And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we
will hoar: but let not God speak with us, lest we dls,"
Recognizing their own unworthiness and imperfection, the child-
ren of Israel were afrald of the righteous God and asked for
a modiator, In His graclous providsnce, God not only gave

thom a mediator, in the parson of lMoses, but He gave them a

107emes 1:22

11> gorinthians 5:18
124 Peter 2:9
13gxodus 20219
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whole system of modiation, the Levitical priesthood, "And I,
behold, I have taken your brethren ths ILevites from among the
children of Israel: to you thoy are given as a gift for the
Lord,"W Thus, Israel, which was to be in its entirety a
royal priesthood, was givon a speciflic prissthood, This
priesthood was to function in the name of the people, by the
comuand of God, It was not to supplant ths universal priest-
hood of God's people, but was an additional ald which would
bring the people into a closer communion with God, The sacri-
ficial system, over which the priests presided, and at which
they officlated, was not an ex opere opsrato atonement for the
sins of the psople, but was a type, a forecasting, of the once=
for-all atonsment of Christ, the "great high priaat."15

Because the people wera afrald to hear the direct liord of
the Iord, He sent His prophetsj who proclalmed Hls message
end will for His people, Thus, the office of the prophet was
also a direct gift of God to His peopls. The prophets, too,
wers types of the coming Messish, For thelr prophecles, pro=-
¢laiming the will of God for His people, pointed to the One
Yho would make possible the fulfillment of God's plan for

communion with man.16

U Numbers 18:6
154, " .
Apology of the Augsburg Confession,” Concordia Iriglot:
The Symbolical Books of the Ev, Lutheran Church (St, Louls:
Eoncor%!a Publishing House, 1921), P« 405, Hereafter the
Concordia Triglot will be referred to as CT.

16
R, F, Weldner, The Doctrine of the Ministry (New York:
F, H. Revell Go., 19077, pb. 15s16.
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It is qulte evident that the New Testament writers con-
sidered the specific officas of ths ministry to be gifts of
God to Hils Church, "And He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, svangelists; and soma, pastors and teach-
ers.Pl? Referring to the Church's authority to call minis-
ters, the Tractate declares:

For wherever the Church is, there 1s the authority to
adninister the Gospel, Therafore it is necessary for
the Church to retain the authority to call, elect, and
ordaln minlasters, And this authority is a gift which in
reallty is given to the Church, which no human powor can
wrest from ths Church, as Paul also testifies to the
Ephesians, 1,8, when he says: He ascended, He gave gifts

to men, And he enumeratss emong the g 8 spseclally
belonging to the Church pastors end teachers, and adds
that such ars given roi EH@ ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ .18

As the Lutheran Confessions clearly point out, the offices of
the ministry are gifts of God to Hls Church; gifts which are
intended to function for the welfare of the Church.

The Ministerial Offices in the New Testament

The apostolate was the first New Testament ministerial
office established.l? But "the Apostolate is limited to the
first generation and does not become a permanent office in
the Church,"0 fTherefore, this office is now of only histori-

cal interest, However, there is no doubt that the apostolate

17Ephesians L1l
18gr, "Formula of Concord," p. 523.

19Matthew 2831820
aoﬂengutorr, op. cit,, p. 4D
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dld serve an Important function in the carly Church, As

those most closely asscciated with Christ in His sarthly
ministry, thc apostles were in a position toc serve as guardians
of the pure doctrine, andi as custodisns of the infant Church,
In secular Gresk usage, the "bishop," or spiskopos, was
"an overseesr, a man charged with the duty of seeing that things
to be done by others are done rightly, any curator, .guardian,

or superintendenb."21 Within the llew Testament frames of refer-

ence, the bishop was "the superintendent, head or overseer of

any Christian chureh, "22

"gElder," or presbyteros, is derivad from Jewish ecclesi-

astical usaga. Originally referring to members of the San-

hedrin, the term come to refer to "those who presided over the

assemblies or churches,“23 among the Christians of New Testa-
ment times,

It is generally agreed among non-eplscopal New Testamént
achoiara, that the two terms, "bishop," and "presbyter," ref;r
to the same ministerial office, In post=apostolic times, a
distinction came to be nade between the two, and the presbyter
came to be subordinate to the bishop,

Though these two names, bishop and presbytsr, ars en=-

tirely co-ordinate in the usage of the N.T., and are-

only different designations of one and the same pastoral

office, including oversight, teaching, and pastoral care
in general, nevertheless we can draw this distinction,

2lrhayer, op. cit.s pe 243
221114,
23;2!-_@_&’ Pe 5‘36.
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that the title bishop or overseer denotes the function
of the office as one of oversight, while the title 2l

presbyter (elder) designates e dignity of the offlce,

St, Paul twice lists qualifications for the bishop=
prasbytar.as Both 1lists are similar, though not identical,
in cont;nt, and refer primarily to the spirituasl qualifications
necessary. The officlant must be qualified for lsadership,
thoroughly groundsd in sound doctrine, spiritually minded,
articulate, empathic, and free of all cause for offence,

The apecific function of the bishop-presbyter was over=-
sight of the congregation, In his capaclty as overseer, the
functionary had a varlety of tasks, chief of which were:

(a) Teaching of doctrine and preaching of the Wbrd;26
(b) Pastoral carega7 (¢c) The exorecise of diaeipline.28

The fact that the apostles could not be everywhere
necessitated the establishment of the office of bishop-presby-
ter., In the absence of the apostles, 1t was necessary that
someone co-ordinate the functions wilthin each local congrega=-
tion., As the Church grew, and the apostles found it physically
impossible to themselves administer the affalrs of all of the
individual congregations, they ordained slders to carry out
this task.,29 By the time of the writing of the Pastoral

zhweidner, op. cit., p. L6,
251 Timothy 3:1=-7; Titus 1:6-9
263 Timothy 5:17; James 5:1l
2Tacts 20328

2BHebrews 13:17

29acts 1y:23
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Epistles, epostolic delegates wore appointing elders.>0
Af'ter, and probably contemporary to apostolic times, in-
dividual congregations appointed their own bishop=presbyters,
"For the Church has the command to appoint ministars.“31 The
gpecific off'ice of overseer arose purely out of nocessity,
Thars was a job to be dons; one for which not everyone was
qualifisd, Those who were qualified, were appoint=d to carry
out this tssk in the name of the congregation,

¥hile it has baen shown, both stymocloglcally and function-
ally, that the intrinsic task of the bishop-prasbyter was

oversipght, the Scripturally Christocentric concapt of overe

aight must be retained as being equally essential to the
nature of the office, The writor to the Hebrews admonishss,
"Obey them that have the rule over jou, and submit your-
aolvaa."32 Taken by itself, this statemont would sesm to ad-
vance the elaims of the Roman Catholic heirarchy, that "the
pope possessss both swords, the spiritual and the secular."33
But the samz varse goes on to say, "for they watch over your

souls as they that must give sccount,"! Taken as a whole,

3073 tus 135
3}22’ "Apology of the Augsburg Confession,” p, 311,
32berewu 13:17

337, 1., Neve, A History of Christisn Thought (Philadelphia:
thlanhe;g 5rass,’c71§ﬁ3§, E,"Eb?.

3thbrews 13:17
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the verse points up the Scriptural concept of oversicht, in
a mos ¢ precise manner, The office is not an autonomous one,
The overseer is reosponsible to the One in Whose service he
works, As a minister to the body of Christ, he is responsible
to Christ Himself, As overseer, he is responsible to Christ
for the preservation of the souls of these placed under his
charge, In other words, the bishop=prasbyter has the primary
task of spiritual oversight, As the Augsburg Confession
points out, "If they (bishops) have any other power or
Jurisdiction, in hearing end judging certain cases, as of
matrimony or of tithes, etc,, they have it by human right."35

St. Peter, in his firat Epistle, setz down a job descrip-
tion for the office of bishop-presbyter, which clarifles the
rolation between the overseer ancé the congregation,

Foed the flock of God which is among you, taking the

oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly:;

not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as

Egigialgigzk?ggr Godgs heritage, but being ensamplas
The ministrant is to willingly take the oversight of the
congragation to which he has bsen appointed., He 1s not to
let such a mundane consideration as salary determine his
acceptance of the office, Rather, he is to devote himself
wholly to the task of spiritual oversight, which is governed

by the universal ministry of the Word.37

35¢T, "Augsburg Confession," p. 87.
36) peter 5:2,3
371 peter 212
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The overseer 1s not to "lord it over," katakxgiazontes,38
tha congregation, 1z is not to considor himsolf the master,
nor to consider the congregation the subjects, Rather, he
is the curator; the guardian, the Buparintendont.39 ile is
not an autonomous, self-determining "lord," but a caretaker,

responsible to his Lord.

Oversears are to be "ensamples to the tlock.“uo The
ovorsaer is to be the mold, the print, ths typos, after which
the congrogation patterns itself, As such, h2 must pattern
hinsslf after the One Who has appointed him overseer, Thus,
he is totally depsandent upon Christ in all phases of his
offica,

In swmary d=finition of the New Testament concept of the
office of the bishop-presbyter, the following may be said, He
is the spiritual overseer of the congregation, with no.ins
herent secular authority. He i1s in no way autonomous, but
is subject to Christ. His office does not place him "above"
the congregation, in a heirarchical sense, Hs is a part of
the congregation, assigned the task of spiritual oversight,

He is to function solely within the context of tho Vora,

The office of the diaconate appears to have had a de=
veloping function within the New Testament, First instituted
as an auxiliary office, with the primary task of seeing to

381 peter 5:3

39'1'h.a.yor. 9P. 21-15_.. Poe 243,
403 peter 5:3
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the nseds of the poor and the sick,""l it bocame in time an
office which required qualifications similar to those of
the offics of bishop-presbytor, and presumably had scmewhat
similar functions .""2

Beyond masre mention of tha orficn,l|'3 virtually nothing
is known of the offlce of tho deaconsss, It could be assumed
thnt this was theo female counterpart of the deacon's officse,
However, the lsadership function of the deaconess would have
to have bsen sharply derinsd.m"

The word, "evangelist," occurs only three times in the
low Testament, and 1ittlo 1s therafore known of this office,
Philip, one of tho originel ssven deacons, is known to have
bocome an avangeliat.us However, a study of Philip'!s minis-
try would not necessarilly lead to an underatanding of the
office of the svangelist; aa Philip!s ministry might well
have had marks which were superlative to the regular office
of avangalist, The most that can be said is that the evan=-
geliat was a minister of the Word, not assigned to a specific

congregation, probably miniatering to the heai:hen.""6

Llprcts 632

427 Dimothy 3:8-13
1‘3Romans 16:1

lllh-teidner. op. eit,, p. 37.
4550ts 21:8

h-(’ﬂeidner, op. elt., v. 31,
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Beyond mare listing of the term, nothing is known of
the office of "teachsr," Since the term is contained in the
listing of wvarious ministars,hT tsachers must have bsen en-
gaged in teaching the Word and doetrine.ka It is possible
that the office was of Jewlsh derivation, and was analogous
to that of the rabbi,

Various other officas of the ministry ars montioned in
the Naw Testament, such as those of prophecy, speaking in
tongues, interpretation, healing, working miracles, stc.hq
Howevar, 1little is known of them, and since they do not soom
to rscur in post-apostolic timss,so it 1s reasonabls to sup=-
posa that thess offices;, like that of the apostolate, were
extant only in the first generation of the Church,
of the ministry, mention2d in the New Testament, is the fact
that they were all to functlion toward the edification of the
body of Christ, The criterion seems to have b2en that each
function according to the gifts bestowed and helghtened by
the Spirit.sl Therefore, many of the offices overlap in

function and in qualifications.

471 Corinthians 12:28

485, A, Mackay, God's Order (New York: The MacMillan Co.,
0.1953), p. 149,

49y Gorinthians 12128

50Weidner, op. Sites P« 32.

51W. Barclay, A New Testament Wordbook (New York: Harper
and Brothers, n.d.), ppe. =




CHAPTER IV
THE LUTHERAN PASTOR
Rols Conceptions of the Pastor

As Dr, I, Richard Hiebuhr points out, many of the con-
temporary American chureh bodies do not have a clear cut con-
ception of the office and task of the pastoral ministry.

Many roasons have becn given for the prevalence of this
uncartainty and many romsdiss have boen suggestsd, Soms
men belleve that it 1s due to & loss of Christian con=
viction on ths part of young men and women entering the
schools and applying for ordination or to the wsakness
of their ssns2 of call to the ministry. Others, who
also s2e the situation only as a rasult of humaen failure,
belisva that ministers and schools have bosen deflectad
from thelr purpose and have lost thoir sense of mission
bocause they have succumbed to ths temptation to improve
their porsonal and professional status by doing anything
that might make them pleasing to the greatoest number of
paople, The voluntaristic system of ths frae churches
in Vorth America, it has been said, has tend=d to trans-
form their officiasls into merchants who offer all sorts
of waras so that as many customers as possible may be
attracted to their scclasiastical emporiums, Those who
approach the subject sociologically have sometimes main-
tained that the difficulty arises out of the fact that
many functions the ministry once dischargad have bsen
taken over by new agencios,

The major reason for thz lack of uniform definition re=-
garding the function of the pastoral office seems to be the
fact that many Amarican churchmen are defining the pastoral
role in the light of their own subjective valus judgemants,
That is, they have no objectivs norm by which to standardlze

15, R, Niebuhr, The Purpose of the Church and Its Ministry
(New Yb;k:.Hhrper aﬁd’ﬁﬁﬁﬁners, c.1956), Pe Bbe




