
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1959 

Tyndale's Dependance on Luther Tyndale's Dependance on Luther 

Richard Bode 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_boder@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Bode, Richard, "Tyndale's Dependance on Luther" (1959). Bachelor of Divinity. 611. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/611 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 

https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F611&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F611&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/611?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F611&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu


'1'!NDALE1S JEPENDBHCB · 

ON W1'liliR 

-·------

I\ 'i! mslo Proaentea to the i'acmlt:, 
at Ccr.&sardia SeiJd.Dm"Y, st. Louis, 
D3pa~nt ot His1:m'1aal Theolagv 

tn 1,ai.-t:lal t\11.tillmant or the 
l'aquiremants for 'the .ctegNa ot 

Baoholor ~ D1T!.n1tJ' 

by 

Rtobaft11~• 

1ww 19.59 



Chapter 

IZ. 

v. 

·v.t. 

-

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

"'l'B l11i'"41WUS t utll'IL l.524 • • ••• 
1.f;"?ldml e 'o !J:2.:!'th encl Ear~ Life • • • • • • • • • • • 
'l'ha Sp?!'Oad ot lutberan!sm in Engloml • • • • • • • • 
'!'l,'l'Ulale's Oontaot ti!th Iatbetrmd.aro \",hils at Oxtortl 
ma Oem!>r! 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~ ~al e at Little So<'!m.uey- •••••••••••••• 
'l7!'~do lo 1 n london • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

9 
14 
l.5 

21 

~•s Cme Coal of ~31D,dnle 1s IJ.fe • • • • • • • • • • • 21 
=;;'ho St t e of Bib!.43 Tmnslatlon !n England ••.• •. e,5 
ht \ ~t 'sl r.:a 1n His Ute ~le Tiesolved to 
Translate. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 29 
'l'ho nosolvo of Tynt!ole in its .Ralatlon to lolla?'dy • 3S 
'L'h.e Rosolw of Ty-11clsle in ito Jlelctlon to Erm.simw • • 38 
eras RQsolve or Tyndale in 1 ts Reletlon to lather • • 4,0 
C09Qlus1on ••••• • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • 41 

• • • • 

re ae Lutherc:m Atmoephera in VJhioh 'l"",iDdale Lived ••• 
11.'be Queation of ix')'Ddale • s 'Residenee at W1 ttenbel'8 • • 

'2".liU>At.'E' S Di:":PmJD~ EE 0T Wl'F..ml AS A 'l'IWl~LATOR • • • • 

~lo's Bible••••••• • • • • • • • ~ • • • • 
1!',ndale • s Bolps 111 '!'Nnalatlon • • • • • • • • • • • 
'l'b9 Outwm-'1 P'Ql"ID ot 'l"Ync!ale • s N• 'lestement • • • • • 
T,n&ile's Indepen4enc,a • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~JJUJale., s Dependenae IQIOZl 11.ltb.br • • • • • • • • • • 

fflIDAJ.E •s ISP'li!JD.&lm OR U,"'l'liER m Ol'Hm Rl'l'INC:S • • • 

1/Jarsiaal Notes in the Bible ••••••••••••• 
Pltefaaeo ana Int1'04wlticms to the Bib11oa1 Books • • 
OtJber r1r1 tings • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

43 

!l 
6, 

69 
72 
76 
71 
84 

92 

92 

;t 



VII. 'l'YMJ)J.J-1l1S JB!"F.Nl'BtJC.B OR W1'HIR IM 'l'HIOLOOICAL TtfOOGffl' • 100 

~le•s Impr:laommnt end Hart)'Z'llam • • • • • • • • 100 
cr,nc1a1o•s Use of Iather•s Works •••••••• ~.. 102 
.Agreement v1th lather...... • • • • • • • • • • 10, 
Dleag:l'8fJlllent with lll'lher • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 109 
t as 'Ryndalo a IMthenn7 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 111 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

APl>J:JIIDIX • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 

BIBLIOGRAPHY •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

H.t 

114 

117 

121 



D1.rROl1JO'l'ION 

Ta ~"',ilmo mt this investigation 1a to deterJl!ne lo t1hat eztent 

·111uam Tyndale. t ho iil'WlBlator oZ 'the Bible into the Engl:lell tongue. 

ec dependent UJ)On 1J!l..wt1D latbor. No o.ttGmpt shall ba DDc!e to oompue 

ttw h1e,or1oa1 siga1f1oanoa ot thO no n-.on. for tliera oan be ao d.oubt 

t hat t he> labore ot 11\thel.• mclo a .w.ob S1,1eater iq,aat ant ma e DMOh 

more i'lu.•-2; 1;2ahiug ettecst thall those of 'l~le. 

Ont> th1114: that these two rei'ol'DBn have 1n coaaau :i.a that they pre

aamtcd too people ot theil' 1"'8SpeotiYe hameleus with God's ~ol'd 1D the 

voi""ll!lou.lcr. tmowr. our inquiry shall not bo limU;etS to the nlatlca 

bat ,oen Luthcar end 'l'yndole in Nspoot to t:Nnalation. Rathel' wo shall 

aonee1-n ourselves .Jith tho tornat:I.Ye etf'eot ahiob tbe entire tu.tJaean 

mvelf.Ont had "pan 'l'yndale., and 1;he etteot vhian his assoeietion witb 

this moYOmant hr:ld ll)lOB his 1:1 t11ary produoticm and tbeologloal lllCllia

tltions. 

Then ai-e both ftSt 41.tterenaoa amt atl'lld.ns si'ClllaJ'l tlea betlfeen 

the English ana German Refonaatlons. Tet nel tlw:r ot tbam ._.. Nft'lecl 

°"" ln a YB.ouwa without respeot to WJe otbare bla'li 'by tleeh-an4-blao4 ._ 

'llbo \'181"0 oapable ~ being S.ntlu.em8'1 mu1 leandns fl'Cm the CIGll'U'ibu.llcms 

of otbol's. Al'JIOush the limlW •OJNI o'E th1a papu 4oea Doi led 1111 

lnto a 4:1.aouaatan or tba maay anaa-•lbe0logiaal1 poUlieale litl&l'&iaal 

IID4 °'heN-ln wh1eh -..- two atonatory w,nmms •n nla-4 • aaa 

e.ncnhel'e · ,n ii will ot ---•iii· tCIWlh upon ■ae ot tbma. 
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Tyndale's 1'sw 'l'ostamenta appaare4 Sn j.526, :l'CIIU.I' years after Jatber•s 

ba4 first been printecl. D 1a Srqpoea1ble to aas1oa the PJl'OP81' 1apor

t ance to the presenoe ot an BDgllah Bible tor the entire JlDBliah _,_ 

tcr.vari. :ref'ol'mBt1on. 'Iha intlwmae ot William 'l'yn4ele 1a the relisSou■ 

l:lf'e of hie people bms often been untloNstimetec!, but there ea be no 

d<PJ.bt that oe are 1nclebta4 to him tor one of the greate■t aantoee ever 

renaered to the Bngltsh-apee.Jdns world. Bveziy a11'baequant Bnsl,1sh ftr• 

eion of the Blblo aan 'ba traoed, either c11zraotq or 1n&11S.reotl.¥, baok to 

·~he :.ork ot 'J.'yndala. 

'l'llere are mn.v a1ml.lal'1t1ea between the 11,rea of 'l'yndale BD4 

:W'<iher o~hor tl'ISft tbat the:, were aan'temporarlea. Both ot them pae• 

eoasei a dsop lcwe an.a aomem f'ar the OCJllllOD people an&! their sp11'1t• 

ua1 ,eli'e.re; botb were fearless and polamlo Sn nature, 88'f'erely oenaur

l rts their onemes, amt eque.J.4, f'earlesa 1n 4afen4Sng what they be118T81!1 

w be tha true Sq,on encl meaning ot Sorlptuzre1 bnh, th1'cR.lsh the11' 

tranalationa or Sol'1ptu1"9, set the style :ror their Napeetlft Jtmrap• 

for oentunea to aama. limy ot the same GC11l081"118 mot1ft'84 tbea1 th9;J 

attaoke4 J!BDJ' ot the aams abuses, Jllther a man worldng 1n bis oaa NIIII• 

try and lovecl by hie aauntz,men, TpcJale 11 nns 1n ezlle encl tor the 

most part; bated by those vho eallo4 tlWelYea Bns11aJman. Perbape 

of greatel' bu,OZ'tanGa 1s the faat that both were ,man acmd.tted to tbe 

Wol"lt ot 004, and••• wlll:lng to eaorltloe ali, e,ren 'lihel&- liflNI f• S.t. 

'l'he wl'iter teals tbat the~ or thia :bmtatlpt1an l"ftOl'NB 

araun4 wo th11J88• nr■t or au, _. ■tud71ns tbe lite or -,,...sale •• are 

loold.na at the IA~ Rercmatlcm in a wider -eanten. D 1a boJNMl 

that 1;.bla atu47 w1U abe4 aaaa Uch" an Illa IDl'e tu--reaah1ng etteau 



, 
of lnthor'a U1'e e nd! work:e a s tb:9:t expw,aa ed 'themmlTefi t;bmuf!h Ell, .Uall

;en ma EnsJ.tuh ao11. 

Sex,cmlly, t o tmoo wbo are Englistt-a:pealdng l&ithe.ftHW nuoh o ot1.1,U 

oue,ht -to 'b t,f Dl,l80:lml 1nt01'11ot in P,l'DP31'1Y GTOlwlt:lng the Ensllah B!ble. 

'r '81'G !' 'ba Oct;'l0 wlit'llt;~" to a ola:lm that the Bible wh1oh 'has bed saoh 

tm im'luonoo ~ ... ~ U.fJh o,PDa ldng nat1ono lo a ntu.t;homn Dible.• ODJ.:, 

t~h e stut17 fiJf t he I.uthel'CD L-u.'luanoas uz,o;i t he tiL'811Gk\tor of aoa•a 

\1o · i nto gU.sh aaa suo!I a olal::1 be aapportaa or ~raite4 . 

It ! o :h."'PO!'Otivo t lat tbis etwty ba OODG01'118d oltb more than a eom

ll.ili'1~-.,n or t oo U~Ol\:ll"J' I~UGC:lan ~ '1')"114ale n tll t bG.e ot !Altim', ~ 

t"J::cmi n: pe>!"allels ow.1 canon. or pt'Obloblo abonaD1ne, " cm 11':inc!lalo's pen. 

I :Wt mt"• flnt}'ll;ll" :lt 1o DaOeS88191 't!Et \"JO look Qt IJ.'yrul&le'a matlre 

11 t a e100 1he.t role Lut.turanism pleyocl :ln m ldr,e him win t ba as. 

$' ,Pl'IObl em l s s amenhat he1Bb1.eno4 b:, t he !"not t h3t Im &nl'ml9 

W.Ci>?J IU.Wo o:i pl'O:mq 6 . On tm ame band :lt ls s aid that t;heN wa 

a bsolutely no oantaot o~ roli!Uonaldp botee• tbe two ad that '1"1nc1ale's 

'DOl'k ,Jee porf cmmd apart fl"I\Xll GIid .U.smoieted ham the ~the'L"ml _.,... 

malt an t lle otllol- baDd th!J olatm bos oNien baeD made tllat ~ ma 

CID~ e sfJl'rile Smt.tatOl" arMS eabo or tbe areal Ocll'man Refclll'IMr. • • allall 

ettoap1' to c!letesne whGN, ba,wecm ~hose two cpJIGSlte aoaen:laaa, •tJo 

tr:u~h llos . 

'l'ho ent11'8 1DYesl1getlCID of the problc,m bas boCID apl)l"Oaeha4 t'l'CII 

tile stem4po1nt or 'fYIU1ale'o 1tte. Immta i1llponan la the Gal"IIIIIII 

natcmaatlcm, u well 1111 kl'llhe•'•....., an4 wl'itinga, enter into GUI' 

OODB14eNIS.oa cmly 1nsotar as they pel'lalll to tb9 1nfluenee wldeb '~ 

bod upcm~le. 
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mm:,1uiJtns 1lh3 2.nt.l'OlluatoPJ ma~ omolu4S.ng ehaptera it hrw aellDBCl 

eG'rio bl e to cl:l.v1ao our study i nto sb: obapters. h o of tbose, obapt;en 

~';'O end f'ou0 rloal a ith Tyndale's oonteet u1th 1.ather aD4 the IAtheflm 

llofot'l':Et- 0,1, tm i"Clm!!9r ahopter acn.anns T:,mc1ale'e lite i n inslmde the 

latt e:,, hie lU'a on t ho eonti mi:nt. ~ha 9.nterwardng ohapter etteinpts to 

~-"luGte thEI or.rarioua oauses whieh torme4 ~tlala's NSolatlon to ll'BDB• 

2.ote t bo Blblo. ObciptE>rs flve BIKI s ix tleal with 'l'~ale1a ~ 

C)l!i lAlt ~ 111 liteM1,9)• pftll\uation, an4 obeptar sevma \Yllh 1;ha inf'luaoe 

t11el4eB l e, the J..uthorsn Retcmnatton upem 'l':/D&lle'a tbaOlogloal 9baup11. 

~ final em ptor will ocm.-.iat of o r1~ and e nlatlna ot tihe NII• 

clus!oa.s of the ~~ins ohapters ~ me eaother. 

t:~eve.., 1 VOlUCl'lS hava prov"en partioulal'l)"' t'm:l t ful; la 'ibe NN81"0h 

~01• this poper. /mlrmg tboao whloll Ollsb,t to be mentioned apaoU"laal.1" 

~ t J1e, val tm3s aontalnina tho •orks or ~yndale, uac!er the ecli'IONJlip 

of ft-,,IU'W Wal 1iGI'• In 1:llo area ot CKm~ aoaw.nta tbe 1nlo WOl'lm 

followinig l'laVO provea :r,oniaulas-ly balptul.1 1oba l'an'a 4111, -

-nlmMUIWii? cm4 Rl99JilA at Jb& IPBVfb BlJala. 841.a _,,. Ali'l"ell " • Po11ull. 

Fol• IililClh •lual>lo 1ntcn:mmJlon oa t';JD&lle'a Ute ana llmt: • 11ft -,eol• 

elly grsteful , • .-.11en, bl08ftlPhieo 0~ !fyniiole nl~ten l,y R. ...,,, 

enc! :I. li' • L?caley. 



··111i , 'l'~n .• loo the teitll'tul miniatoi• am ocnatant 111111"111" ot 

f:hr!at , gas 1.1m ~ba..1.t tile bol'49Z'S or \'iolee.•1 'Illus begins :roxe•s 

na;-."'t~ •ti vo 0~ ~e 11 to or Tyna1.1lt,. All the aueeeodins :esaa1--eh m th9 

u1:,stion of i a b:lrthplacse has l)Z'Orllloed little are, eamept; 1ihet 11 

t ppo:t"9tl in th OOWJ~y or Glouoe:norsbire. Many bave Pl'OJ'OH4 11tteNn 

- lruJOS QG tho oxaot i>lrtbplE\OOo bl't there is llt;tle or no I 

.. :oi• ic ttlel'e aa:&"iHll'!Hmt on tm 4ata or bis bil'th. DalEua plaeee 11 

in t ho yae."' 1118!~. 2 On the other lmi4 Mozley woultl imW him 'bm'II a fUl1 

t en :,aa!'t; later. Ho 'baoes this GD 'tho feat; that; 'f1n4ale zreael'Ye!l JJ1a 

imotsr.- of ~ .. b~ 4~e fr0111 Ozf'o?'d tuiir,g the :,ear l.515. ffhiah &tSl'N 

,coold not legally be taan bef'oN .one was 1menty ,-n ot -•' Illa 

p&..""Ollts a1'Q ualm0Bn0 ea 1illere aee:n to haYe been a IPDPN,I' ot 'l:Ddlllae 

in tbe 8111'.L'OUlldi~ nelghl:m'haoil0 but; almmt; all egl'ee -t lh9J'..,. at 

the mt.t!cllo alaeD· l1Dtl wealtb:, maup net Ibey wne able to belp WSllS.1111 

1Joma ._.. DR Alla A111 r•1ns1 It I.Illa Illa• 6 la UI PeerJeSe 
iifUIISII• ea!ited by S.ephen Rea4 Oatlley (LmMlml• R. B. See1eJ' 8114 w. 
Dul'llsi4eo 1838), Yo~• · 

2rt. Z>••"•ialtM:e be:'111· j ,.,,,.,. (LClll4ca, n. JlaUat•• 
~t; soo1.-, , P• 2'• · 

3J • •• llmlaJ'o Wl11M" TDOnle (taactmu SOnety ,_ Jll.taanf. .. 
Cbriniml 'RDalllelge, 1937 , P• 1. 



' in Ilia sebooltng. 

Ono ot the larc.(Dnt pps ta tho lite or Tyn&lle ooeura, ln lbe eerl7 

:rom'S of his lif'C:> b:lfom ha e.ntered. Oxf'ort, wbere 1'are aoyo that be was 

b!'\'Jl',Sht Up fftm n ohiH.4 \'#bat wa l:now of IJ'ynl!el"'a Ui'e with aa,v NI'• 

-=.aiui.31" om:a bs tU.Ti& d into tha f'Ol!Z' ~llow1r:g perioda1 ftrat, hia 

ps:ri.o.fi ot' tmln1ng a t Odol"d en4 Cambrld{;e• !'bis pel"loll oacsup1es the 

~oom unUl ]521. Seoan41y, bis ms:lc1enao aa pri,rata ohaplein '° Slr 

John a l.oh at Little SGa'buPJ tmm 1[>21 to l.523• 'l'hll'dl,y, his nel4eneo 

in toadoa v1hiob lo.steel apprax:lmtc,ly cme yamo 8IIC1 wboro ho gas aoaoo1o11acl 

w!.t.11 iuri\\?llroy f'ilOJ!lmOUth. l'GUl'thly, Ids 11re1 ena work on the oontt.••• 

nllioll w,'tod fr<n ~ until hla amot~cn :la 1536) In ,gblo ohapur 

ua ohtlll oncloe.'ftJ1' to tmoe the 1&a•beftm Snflumaes ,apon ~e du'lng 

tbe f 11'3~ tllNe• !Mt fl.mt a wol'l:!1 ms't bo said aoneemtns tbe spJ.'884 ~ 

Jath3ron.iam in Rnalan4 maul th1a l:tm. 

'lbs oondl t1oa ot Bnslan4 prior to the ltefOl"IIIBttan ln ~ ta 

perhaps bas9 aU!Jl1'iJ94 u.p in 'tba walda or OU'IISnal 8ellal'lld.na1 •sa. ,-:rs 

'before '&be rise~ t;be wtbarcn ba:Nsy ,hen waa ta IIDfllla no dlaolplil'le, 

,. Fll\01"84 11 ... at ure 110 81'U4ltion, In dl,rlne lblngs no Nftl'leDNI Nllal• 

was almost minot. 0 6 HClllilefla", befolte ,ho tlm whell llath11r•a ~ hal 

~- •· Jill•. pp~ 114t. 
5m. a ••• 11aue. lbl, 119JM51W "llla -V•IJ .llltk• M R1M£&a1 

8HMII .tt -. l!Ma,em xc1&w 1&a ia a am. CLaindml• ~obD ~. 
1901), PP• 108t. 

6w11u. Dwllr l.h l!!!!1e blf•Je, Illa,.,,.~., at SIii IVllftll 
WNO (n. 1-ta, CcmclcmUa Pllb11ab1Dg Hau.N, •••• , P• i6. 
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srmau ~o :£\lll :flaR•• I bara was a -Thal. of laerDbg in. EDslaD4o paz,

t i oule::-ly in tho m:l.wra1t l ee of Ozt"Ol"'I alld Casridp. SOIIIB or the lea4• 

i ~ llabta of t bi s 11nuw l earnll1S11 •~M El:'asnma0 who Otulll.l to EDs].aD4 1n 

lS-D• Gro: ~ ana Li:iW1e1.-.. m.11! otbtc'a S"110h as ~oba Colet aD4 S:lr ~,_11 

bra. l!-QWG'll'O!!'I t bis :&VR1vnl was I.I01. i nterasted in e0alesiaat:loal Ntona0 

no::- in the at udy of t he W...l y So1.'ip1a&.•as• emopt a.q aspsota or tile zan 

~~'tl:tng. t-,b!>n t l11J 4oot:t'!.ma o~ !llth.- fOWlil t hair 1IBY into Engl&ud 

'lrD-rr. lycm tel!a us that t hese olcler iuullmist e who bat1 bGan :lnst~ntal 

. a b.?.".i?:,!io.g t .ile zwa ~Dg to Englad Sbftnk baGJc an4 reaoted tOBal'dO 

O't.*-hofJ.o._"-:1• 7 In GI aimile.tt vein f!ewnmn oap. 11!l'he Sew lB&mi!J3 ••• 

~a,;. 1!'.0tivaq l\02-t1lo to t h9 l.litheran and ld.~ed Z'e:i!Cll."'lna"te&.7 IIDYllw 

.litEJ . 118 

r. 'f: :A1t llm' b.3CmlD a po.,er 1n ~lmlL\ almr>st as sOG>D as they bad baeD 

p~--::>Dl.simecS 1a W! ttenbers. H111 book:9 8!11! tnots. as well as tboae ot 

ot h91•L10 were. rapicll:, ctlstriblte4. Oanooftl!DS this oamm, asp ~• 

1'u.e t mmcle~ ot %1.ithe's tanea oame .ftm>rbctratina OYer the •tez-1 ana. 
in ap:S.te of' the:, TS.g11anee o~ the olergy. Vl!I.Dllletians ot Ids wntlap 

we1.~ eztensS:vel:, o:I.Nlllated in Enslarut••' !'hen !a ..S.cteme 
0

tllat; d 

?m. M. !' .. e••1Pn• 11&@590 8' BPslea\ (J.m4CIIII l4'q,lnen•, a.. -
Cc.• 1952) • P• 299• . 

8
Albert; lilm'v ·--·,. IRWo! Rt 91Snb f."en (Pldlalelplda1 

'l:be AlleriCNm Bap111a1i Pllblioal!CID 8oeln70 19.51~ ll• $• 



a 
least as <.>arly ea 1.520 gn,at numbers o~ Iuth....,. t.on we=-e 1mport;e4 aat 

boii~ d.it"Jtributed !n F.n.sland. Oo:sa~ tbe time when Luther's 1Df'l1l• 

enoo t;ag, to b~ ffllt in ~la."'ld S-dth haa tm follC1lling t\> e,ay, 

ln May l,519 l!':t.'asnnw felt it wise tr, essw.-e Wolsey that he kDer, 
not!dng of Luthtl?' • mul 414 not ~ 1t he ha'! llr:l tten wcall Oil 111. 
A i"o:.">lnight letel.• ho 'lfl"'OtEI :tati..r en enaouN.stns letter. in which 
hs told him that ~ o!? ihe 3ft'8t9st men 1n Bn:;lan4 were cm Ids 
si~e.10 · 

'''•so ~ie!"~s latei~ (in if!BY o~ l.521) writing to Oecttlemp,41ua. tbtt aama 

.>.1.teh 1.-.lwna~s't ~lame iih!it there are JD311.V or ui.th~•s bOo!m 1Jlc J:rta"•'I 

~a h:lciis theit b~t f~ bis oace:r'tions they w:iu.la haft bo&1\ burn1;. U 

:Jll.at we.a 'the .1~sult. of this 1nvasio¥& or England by t ht lloat...,lnea 

an.t , r ! tii'J89 ot tb3 Oc,~;llUI Bei"CJl'tw1.¥1 While previow:al:,' tl3e p~ 

o~ tbs "Df4if l•t.'ni!IS bad ~ a:lher.im·ts and ·had Glanged to a great enen, 
'tin t , •20l~luaJ. s'tl.1.4:ies of 'Cho 48¥, lt. ae ... aa !f ~11&9 1~t~uot:la11 or 

1..utharmiS'{;l l'lielclecl ea e~.nan :aara pa.rertul !Dtluimoa. Dsmus 881'8• 

1:reitho.' Colet nor ENsmua..,. "'lflrY JaeanU:, csysqpatb1.ae4 with the 
populatt das.1!'13 tor a l'fdm"JBtlon. an4 both ffal"& oonat111u.llomal.17 
,;ealte anti ,mequa! to :tlho lebOL11'8 whloh the,ftf'ormUon or a Dallen 
::-eq:.asrea. Wh:,n the m'181ll9Dt had apraaa beJan4 'tibe VD1w"1S1es ul1 
~- le.-Jrncd to tho ,:,orai;1m people, a stl'ODSU' Iii.Ill! a.cl s mft romet 
~ wore 4eman4o4 • . am 00.18' and 'Bl'UDl.u!I sa• plaoe to tbe __.. 
J12.H"lill:lM ~gy ·;yt Luthta".12 . 

ll'GF .. san 12ddB the tallo!d.i,ga 

Aconaiderable mil seal.CIIWS tutb9ftl1 pert;y had been tonad 1D -
lantl • • • • Espealal~ tta the ID.tberan lntluenae am1tea~ luelf' 

---------
iou. Maynard 81111th, ffRFY rw_ 1181 .Im. Were!lsa (LcllU1ona --

mill.an 8114 Co. L114•• 1948) t P• 2'9• 

1.l.acaas JI. UndllQ', A lft'UEK 9' lba BenlnMN:PP (.,_ Yon, 
Charle• SOrS'bnc-1

• Scma, 1928 • JI• 320• 
1~ . 

Jl&niWS• A• Ail•• P• 1'0• 
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ln tho 1.Ullvarsitlos, ell'l'9ftll ~ tba leatUng tbeologlam, Ilana•• 
Sl.J.ney. lati,r.,r, Olait• eta., beoemtng open mul zaalow, a4hel'ent;a 
of! tm now toot;rlm. 3 

'ilynd -lo's Ooataot ,1th J..aathan.n1e:a whllo ct Od'or4 ena Oambr:lt\!O 

g l\'leolvat1 112.0 ffl.lstar al ort;s 4~e. end pormpo tor u veer or -. 

lotier clat0, 1 t is mme 11 Ely t hat he, mtricmletod there fKIIMRibat; GU'ller 

~ha~ 15 o. It clo:JS not OOGl!I that Iath81'11DiS~ ha4 lnf'lltimted Od'Gl'll to 

I'.! !31'8<1 Quri~ T:,Ddele's ate¥ thSl'D• .AJ.tJJ.ouab .ANbb1ahop flazibam. la 

19tt~ wll'itten to Woleoy in .f.llrob of l.5211 aampla:lm ot •u encmt to 

lid.ob t;b-:, um varsity wm inteetsail ui. th Illtbal'enle, this t7aEJ at least . 
ti>~ ~ atlezo 9 ~'1Kk!lk> bac1 laf't 'lo punue bis eollo.lvly iatewsts at 

C ri . _. BurthOZ'nm'e 1 t seems as Sf' latbDranlam f'aunl n footbold 1n 

CcM'M'1dtP com9\'7ba'l oarlla- tban it 41c!I at Od'or4 1!111! •• tnmntttacl 

f1-.-r.l tho £'mimer to tm latter pleae. In any e'Nllt• w ean aDaifpa no 

pm't1oular inflwmoe ot lntbonllls:n upan 'l'Yndele'o lite 4m'tng •Id• tlraa. 

c.rm exaa1: nasm vJtv 'lyndale left OKtofl1 tor Cambridae Se 11110ertata. 

but titn am, • tlcNltt oaoUffeC'l duriDs fibe yeer l.518 u4 be l'WIID1ne4 .._.. 

unt il >.521. At Cambr1'1p 'l'~'DBalo oom IIDl"8 tl:lnatly um1oi- the :lntlwlllao 

of !.tither's 111rlUnga antl mn olosel:, essoo1ote4 w:lth man 11bD 11114 been 

attmoted to tbe nu4y ot Sol'lptuw 811d Iha teaeblllsS or •• ner__.. 
SC1a9 OlaiQ lbat; ~le hea'"'11 J!:nallaul J.eetm,a while et Ckmlbridse• bal 
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\1esHOtte Smllh •11111 Daaaaa Ian uon thats it •aull DOI Jlaft IM• uatll 

same 111m attCII" Gl'IUllll8 11114 left la J.51' lbd .,,.._le au1a Id• .,,...._. 

thel'e. 'lba qua11lon oCIIIIMftWl8 wbetber • an ---., lfOZ'k p...,._. 
Oambridp for Iha 1n,roc1110tl~ ot lat~• baa beea e■lmt• Saltla 

4ontes tha1J thmM was . 8JJ7 oanmnlcm batweD the la._. ot BNlmle ad 

the teUo.ttous zieoept:l:an whloh Illlber'a ja•eldztp Nlel..a. ·• NP 

:t'tlnl\C' ll'lat be 4aea nO'b •11n1c: that; Enalllul •le14e4 ~ pN-1 ftllp .. 

1ntlwmoe Bl Omllbrltge wbUa 'he ... lD ••ta••·.14 .AlthNagle Slaltla ~ 

not bG al•ID& Bl'aanlle Ide P"'OJ>el' ~. Nl'tiainJ¥ lb.we u 8Clla 

tl"llth in what ·CaJllpbell IIIIP• tJat ••he 1',ndala N90be4 Ca1tl'lap, lie 

euc,.mtel'e4 e. pll8'1'11.UGD .._, rm.. 118' BNmma, .... , ... •umllta lta 

mna at tm ftel"lll!lr ftree ot ra.nlD llltll•••JS 

~hal'e aN!lltl to ban bam u ia11eDN in'leN■t tn tu wnu ... ~ 

those who ••w ftteo,sna t!la Rafolmtl• .oa •• ue,111aat. J• •• •• 

this tl• that 'l'baaaa •~ .... ......_. 111, •• ~ or a . •M' 
New 'l'eatman aal the ... C ,. •••• , .. ldaton• of Iba Vld'NNl-

1~ wa.16 Rllpp tells u tbat 111a w ot- • leut w.._.n• ot , 

Ille ,_.. DIii al GIIIIIIUae t!ft pae•'IMl to ·u M Jllntll8 ... to -

fia d •rt,s,1cll 1a tlut •-IN tbat toli..t.1? A" ..... at Ilda Ila 

llls.t.tllt a• al•• P• 2'3• 
JS,,. z. O..•U• ffi r:; lm1eJe Ill.-. (a:lna ,._, Illa -

.Plll»llaldlta Go •• D■4■), P• 10.,• 

~ .,. ... ,.... DI 1e1p~s 117t an , ... em• aa Wm 8' Ji n 1111811 ... 11 ii.at:- -N• a. ._,:_u. . 
JllaltU...1 .. --• lfllr. ~ 

11..,_._ IIIIP. Ila a-. at·sa bs!'8 IIJ1de, JIIHia ca.. 
Tamt ...,_. - 8"■•• 19.51),-•• U• 
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tbe an Blllliaal om111a11tar1• u ,_,. 8' 

Oeeo1en1Jtoc11ua. aiaer. fllinall• Haan, ad l.llllben ot Affgllca.18 

'&heft 01'9 ref.-.o• to a .,_. ot NbolU'II 11ho WaN eallecl •a..-ne• 
. . 

anti \lhO mat; at ttii, White Hone 'l'lrNnl. whloll •- to M Iman• •u.111-

~.• ~ tba purpoae of 81Ul¥11ts 8114 dSMUalllg J.u--•· Pl'UJIO-

Bi 't:lons. A'IQOD8 'l;bose who ptMNCI 111 ~Ilia pla• 'l'NYe119a lllllltlaaa 

.tetlftl91", Cramlm', Coft!'dale, 1111(1 DOI tao 1111.,,.S.lag, ... -- or WS111• 

~yndai •• 19 11; SoelllS as it Bane• •a.a ._ leading I beP or ~ Sl"IIIP 

wh:lo , G(>n11inac4 to •n ror a pen0t1 ot a ll:NI ten J9UW• baaSBlll .. ill 

:\518, tile yoar 1n wbloh t'JIMtale •• to ~• Allbongb Ille Wldte 

Hor.aa 'lavern wu a'I the time a pleea ot no lllpanaaae la tla ■ialll or 

t he unlwratty, It ta or .... , lllpanmN to Dlallall Rafelllattaa ldelel7, 

ror u Sldlb aaya, •11 ... Ille -·· f'lNa llldell , ....... ._.. ID th ,._ 

°'be Olm'ah toolr lbllS. tlJaht.•20 &dtll ,._ -• • to _,. tlla toU.

ine aonnanl aaao.ndns the a.... at Oallbrl.•• 
Raamltle bielorl.- b1m1 .._...1ec9 lhal• iDtlll .... al lbl II•• 
l'l'oMlllaala b~ plotlaft4 BOID¥-.,, .. l'lalc or lllelr u .. 
atNlt.18 1n al - laelr .._ or Ila 11111 llal t1W7 atabl ...... 
~ tbe BelpllaNa •Ill~ .. , -lul'l ldaM IHelft a,_.. 
falllle GalllDllu• • Ila 0-.. llml4, .._ pt.•-- l1Ulr wpl .. 
atom -■--U118 __... 11111 ...,. alglat pin Ila ... -...S• -' 
~ G1mN1a • • • • .,.._. •• -'ldll8 ■WINI a'bcll.l , .... wtiapl 

llna&-
11 . 

tiaNi,.a, a• di.,, P• JOO• A. .... --,1 ... 11■11111 - Ille 
taun4 ta Rupp'• tt:1111 a aa MN It.Ila DslWe Pl! ~ ... I I 11-
.11111, (....._.1 VldWl'llt.- JIJMM, 1919)e P• 19'• 

ac>a.t.111. -· •·· •• ·-,. •. 
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• • • • There was no objeotlon to men d1aousatna the latest revo
lutionary mc:wemont0 an4 until the ena of l.520 there wee no 'ban on 
1.iltheran books. Still lesa was it f'orbldden to study that e41t1cm 
of the am Testament whiob. J.ao X ba4 srao1ows)¥ aoc91i•• an4 Ware 
ham, Archbishop ot Oontel'bur.,, had largeq pa14 tar. 

Vlha.tewr the naot status ot the •Oel'nDDS• 1111aa at th:la t1ma0 there aan 

be M dOl.lb't that they ware OClll1)0BGd ~•:b' ot MD who hac1 b80Clll9 at

t raoteu to the teachings and work or Martin IAther, and that he waa Glll8 

of the chief topioz ot d:lsausa1on. L1b\J:lso there oan bct no acubt tba't 

f or a period ot a t leest two years or longer W2.ll1em 'lynae.le wea int!• 

rt.~t 0l y oasoo:lateG with t his group. 

'rltere ars also at this t11119 rq,yaterloua raterenoes to e •soo1~y ot 

O!u.-'lst:1.aa Bre•;;1u-en0 a t1hiah ox1st<34 at Cambridge •. It bas bsen desarlbecl 

es 1 

a kind ot DJ'orb1ddan Book ot the lfonth Club•• It Beams to have 
been o.n orpnized aodallty w1tJJ its on £~or.1.1nts e.nd au41ton. It 
au.baicl:lzed eaholars 111:e t11ll1am 'lync!ale1 end it unaanrota tbe 
cianllerous 'but not unprofitable goilly trade ot IR!IUSS11118 into this 
country the ,1orlc9 ot the RetOl"l!lers f'rcm J.520 onwards, andJben fl"Cla 
abcut l.526 a vhole spate ot Engl!eh nl1s1ous literature. 

21.Dli•o P• 2,52 • . 

22Rupp. Ba l(almrs sf BwJliah Rel!gimp,. P• 16. 1'118 ev14aua ~
t he f'actt thaii tb:ls waa a well orgmd.secl OJ)emt!cm :la tomu! in l'oa'• 
Ma al llpmppanta. Sn a latter writteD 'b7 a aertaiD Sebuta1n 1'n4l• 
sate. JD h1s stwttp Ja la )llJd.Pf st lU BPeJ-ilJl Pf9111MPI ZFAcJU&a 
Ru.pp quotes a pm'b1cm of t.t1 

••Item " ou TllaDu :Dnle, Jlerae:r at Lca.c!cm aheri4 me " tben waa 
made tor the Augimntaoian or Cbi'Saan 'bZ'Othe:rD at ble sane, .AWllt.auN 
aa4 Clerk& yt 1n thie 01t1e • .AD4" en17 obrlstan brother of thab' 
sort;e ahulGe pay a Offta7D sum ot 8ID8)9 to the ai'OIWNl14 OleziJm whioh 
sllu14e goo 1n to all tbs ciu,an8l"8 or th1• Realma aD4 at 08ft8YII '1aaae 
tbe .AucUtOlll'B to taJce AooOllll)te ot t• .... 

1.An4 than I aake4 • ha. be BD4 hoe otlle1' l'elorlea wo1c1a 4o aeytng 
'the ~ Ol"Bae and tbaae SNBte lo1"4es ot tbe. realm wore 11P1DBI tha, 
'the whiobe aa1d yt t1197 bad all N~ lwoO tbauean4a boolm■ mt epps, 
tbe blaasl4 Saoramant 1n the 0-,w,wna benlee with boolraa ~ 
~ene other natters, att~ p if ~:t were cmoe 1n the Oc--1-s-
bodll tbai. woJ.4a haft DO ~Ml" OU'ee 1 ■ 
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Concs:mtng the oporat1one of this "ooS.ety it bas been said that ita 

eati'V'l.t~.ea CQVDNd ell qusrter.s ·of 'the ~lm and that it was a 

oooiety t or t ho P%'!'1..a.,tion or Christian nnowledga aa well as a 
t1a3ioty too tl10 .P!'Opsgation or tit9 Ooopsl. It 1a arident f'ri.Jil 
t!lg !!e-Je~ia, atte~t of seoular tuut cl'llroh euthor1tiea t.o at• 
the 'tmff:lo :J.n eontmbanc.1 literat1iro ti?nt it was b, 1ns or ~"et11Uy 
oi•ganb ott e.nu tmt as t!loll os ordal':i.Dt!: books to ba macte, it aaa 
su.bsid1.~Sn$ enho.klra wno

2
gantinw,cl t h- ls:- '701"k in tlle aa.nparetift 

oofet~ ~t d~stan~ GXile. ~ 

oo~egat1uns Yr11ic"1 W'41JN, the remmntB of' lollsrdy. Ho,,n"r• it does ut 

:ea th t t ta Society and the ~i:umts ot Lallerdy ilOre OO•Gxtensive, 

tmt.4nl:, that .~,o;-.-ro were a Dllmb3r of i:sn \:Iha :baa been atf'eet>.:4 by lol• 

la1~1 \1lw ero 1mJ1orta11t nembers of the Sooiety. 

Zn any event .it oun ue proven -that the Soo!e1.1' had its oontaats 

t Combricl\GO• ?Jl?e yo.mg i,tw.\ente no :S.i1te1WJted in i.-"EJform proved to be 

e · :!dy re. r ket, 'E~ tile 0011traband books. i\lrthe1'0»ra, Cambrl~s• •u 

s1t1aated cm e r:i.vais end we.a easily eooeasiblo to the ships wbioh Jade 

o p:Motice or tftnsp<>1totius bOolm to:: the Soa1etJ'• No cloubt this ls aae 

of: the naaoas llhV Caaab1•1dga beaan:ie 1.n.reatec! with ~therauism so.what; 

oarlier tium Oz:tord. 

Whet nao ~lo'a OODDeot1on with thia gl!Oup? Although it is 

da:btf't.ll that h9 t1as an aotlw DM!llll'ber in 'tba aocd.ety. it ia GD1y logioal 

to aaswm that he we.a aware ot their 'BOl'k■ ana no dallbt prowecl w ba cme 

Qt t.holl' best 0'1Btor..-S■ . Rotiae that tbe soetety was utlw bJ' at least 

~. it not eoranhat earuer. Is •- aa1y lcs!aal tbat the later 



14 

tmno,~atir..wa of' the J ett '1eetesmn.t oa11 ~ traCle!l baolc to An ea.i.91181' mitual 

'l'sadalo a t Li ttle So<lblaey 

:h,;,ther i t was ras9\u.'G nblob w· 11 ~s.trming to btl e-n.rted G8Bind 

,;·.0 11C"..ol'll!mls• at a"I! 1.•14~e wtd.c,h 1c.f'lueno~ !"yneale 'I:> leaw,. 01!' "£"bdther 

1 1 eft i"O::t 9 rnQ3 oth•tit• r.easa;:i0 19 Wl4lei.uln. J!l.\t in tb.9 ya~ ]521 be 

e ri ~ d ta.a .ocn1teotioM w! th -,;)9 unf.v,.,rsi t;; to ta!aJ up res ldanee as 

count:,· of Glcuoester sh:1%'9, a.nit elao senetl as tutor to his masterr s 

.. 21 unt! l 1.s,_-,,. 

~ml.ten i n t!:.e Ho!:, Sc~!p1;ufts . Ko shows this by hlB uae or 911>10 

:N>fo..Nncas 'to oontl.\te thoae who d1.eagraed with tdnl. J'oxe talla ua tile 

fi.oll 011!ng a toeyc 

?.'hie 89Dtlenam . rwa1aj, ea he kept a goo4 ol.'dinary OQ!Jlmllq a~ hla 
t able, there rc,si,l'tod to b.1m m&D¥ t1mi,a sl&lldry abbots. 4eena, aroh
-911..t!'ons, ffllt.b ~1ven other dOotora, and gl'98t benaf'1.o9d an1 wbo 
there, togottaer 111th laster 'l'yndale slttlns al the aam 'Sable, 414 
use nmD1' t !11a9s to enter 4'.,,....ID1 catlo:!• ■rut tel k or leamad mn, ea 
or :Wtb r encl or &n81111Bf also ot c11v.ara other oonuiowrates 8111 
cr~•a•ions upon tb& Serlptw.... 

Than Lfeatier '!'7m'ole, aa he wel!I leamec1 an4 well praotise4 la God's 
r.alte:1."s, oo m spared not to shaw unto tbem alq,ly ant! plal~ Ida 
jud.grmnt 1n •ttera, u lie tbol18b•1 &D&1 wmn the,- at •111' IS. dl4 
"faf.7 1'!a!ll 'l'yndale 1n ap:lnSffllB mul .,1udgmlata, ba waulc1 ahcRr 'lib.em la 
~be boo~, 11114 lay plainly bet'Oft tblt11 the opllll 1111'&1 malt'esl plMN 2\ 
~ tbe sortpluNB, to ocmfut• 1,helr CIITOl'll1 a nd eontlrrn b1a BQ'ilts•• 
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tfO:U'e S.."l:921 t · t ',bis hel>lt ot 'R:,ndale•s mat haft •• 1n the ll1Bbea• 

de.lft)e inaonwmien't fm.• those \tho OJ)Po884 him. a5 

.61:t~ •OXB QfJ!ltloM tlmt theres 11es talk o~ :Wth,r ac 1aba table 

o~ S il" lobn . alsh, ,.et U; Beam the't at thia atase or his lU'e 'l'yndale 

woa more W'U1.:,r tm lnt'luoncsa ot El'smills 9han or Ialhel'. In order to 

pNVe bis oz,inione to td.s maier end mistzress .l:o 'U'&DSlatecl lnto lDla-

Cl?£\sJ;Jw.&1, tlloraby sl1ming that the opinions vhiGh he expresaea were 

aot Oi""ll.:, tllose or a oometitwt ra41oe 1 YGWJ8 ahapleln, but also tlloae ot 

Other ino1dcmto wblah bspponel Suring T~aaJ.e•s ns!denoa at u,,1.o 
t- - buey t-1!U be rela:tod. 1n tbt, follc:r31118 ohaptel' whiah 4eels v1,1, Tyn-

rt. le'c i-esolut 1m to tranalstct the, .Neu Teatelent into En .. Ush. It :ls 

diffi0?1l t to tmoC!t any 4:1.Net 1nfluemo of Luther upon 'l'Jll481• &tulDs hie 

't ;o yeor n~:1deuoe w1,11 Zobn waisb.. l'fcllle..-, :lt is also eT14enl tb8' Jae 

did not out hltQGelf' oft f1oor-t tbct latl181'8D ties YlhiOb he hacl made betare. 

In the ~ 1523 '1':,D4alo naitJDoc1 his poalllon an4 lunla4 Id■ baok 

on b:la notive OOW'lty, w:rhlab he was newer lo bebold agala. 

'fynaale' s JIU'P099 ln aotns to Jolll'lcm was to oontaol Ille proper 

au'lhontiea in cm'1o to set the pl'Opd bitlp a4 beoldna to tnmala• 

the lfc 'l'aolamallt into Easllsb. \Yl~ blr.a he OU'l'ietl a ""8na1atlcm of 

u ontica or IIIOCll'atea 111111 whieh he 1n'Nllde4 to lmprea:1 !'Wlaal. Ille 
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biahop o~ lt.mdon. '1':}u«ale. ba'#e'ft>r• _.,. t'lw viaHm ot unwarran1;d OJ)• 

t ! r!lism. '1\lnstol baa no intentian o't auppol'tillg a prl'Rte 1Jl."llmlalGI." ot 

tho Bible. 'J.'ynd-aJ.o'·s plae was rejoc,'84. Yer Iha time baing ltyDdale 

ta.ma 111mseu· in .tondan wi thou1; f'J,ieuda BIKI wi thou.t supp~. I'll bap• 

;;,onod that he oocaaicD.'!llly preee.he,1 at St. ~nnan•a. ·HaN i'& was the'& 

11 bsc,r,:,1,M> aequoint.'ld ~,1th 11'1'. fi.uapbrey t-~~b. a woolthy a1tizen ot 

tm.• o p~r1otl of aln,oat a :veer Nltl reeeS.vea tram him a o9l'te1n amaant ,,g 

mone9y to bolp b:lm in his VOl'k.26 Mere, in MmL11!•:n\thts hom. ~le bat'! 

tlll!Pl e -t1mn 't~ the study or Sarlptlll"e and tte orsatnal languageo !i.n wb!e'b 

they ora .rittGn. Al-..laQ.\1h ~dal.e ahOrtly ea• to realize that he 

J."aat m~SU1.•od that his time was not ill-span. 

Scrmth:i.DS sst be said about ttle ebaraoter enl relis1cus 1GaD1ng~ 

o f' rt:mwouth. Demus llflY& tbet he ha.I •begun·'to be a SGl'ipturenul" and 

that it was bis pleOlllll"'e to •assist mad.y aoholara.•27 It 1a JmoAa ~ 

.bis later Bot1vit1ea and bla trial t~ being IDatzoumental :la tile ..... 

portatlon of books into RDglan4, that Ila was a msmb8S" ot · 'Obe SOll:let:, 

~ Cmiin:lan Bl"et;bNn1 Wt'J' 11kla17e tbme .be was llimNU' •~Md 

with the 11orll: an4 wri:'1.np ,,t Lutbel'. Dllalnla eeya lbat 

1, 1a quite aoru:la that ~th blmNlf' waa aona:ll!erabi,, illf'lll• 
eneed by tbt1 opinions or latbar •••• 118 bNI bmaht and sta41e4 
the wm-Jca or Lut;b8r1 and he was subsetlWtDtly ohe2!'ged with •'Sits 

~, aobolera teel tJat a, tlh:la point 111 h:la life ir:,n&tle bacl 
'begun serious woiek an his tl"BIUllat:lcn ot the Me1' Teatamnt. 

27Damauae 21!.• .ail•• P• 8'• 
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~lQDb bl Lent. '11th Spe!lld.DS ~tamspeatf\,11.y ot t l?a pardons gl"8111• 
Gil ~ ttx:, :r-o G oil 'tllG bishop.~, oncl with de~aa tbn lllility or 
p1l,zi-ir1n£8.o onc1 otterlnsB betoN the -1:nEJges or the aaintaa all the 
e:,UJ.jtoumey :tndieatlons, in f'ao't, ot one who 84~4 to -.hat was 
t hen atyled th9 'dcatea11able seat ot lu'l;heftms'. 

Hoare ed6G 'tb1El ac:mment a a•JDo!dQB io what are known to hnTe been 

i,~uth0s perMnal s~atblEts in zrol1B1ws mtters. 11 ia more 1ihml 

p:robabls .the.1; soma ot tbo eurnmt Il&tbemn literoture w.a to be te11n4 

i n W.s ~?Olleo.n29 He f'elt tbe 11994 for a re:t'OlfflCticm or the CmNh and 

it \13 8 h:le speelal p lCQflUft to A.OBS.at men 1:1 te 'fynaolG \ihO \"1131"8 alwal1y 

Nsolvod to as@1st in sueh e retcmzt:lon. 

w01."' ahieh Iutbel' hoc! ei'"feotcd :ln OG~ mMt to cmmtno the taaoblaga 

of t ho Refomgtion 1n the light of the 8ertptv.ras. hi le at Camlni.t\p 

b9 l4 to SOi113 oxtent b800l1ID oa(lWltntod \7ltb tbe prlnoiploa ot 1111 

o olm!!.t1on0 wt !t wms 1n IancJon thot hs N:11.ly ba4 tba c,pponu11U;y 

to enamin9 ~ao prinol:ples eDiJ thail' :raaul'Os nn~hend• By tbta '1• 

th9 GOl'tll8D neto:rma'Olon 1184 pcMD lnSo gNat 4tmnstone, it waa no lcmger 

a mare .looal .Uspute. lalt a gNd IID'ftlmlllll• two ,oera betON ~•a 

arrin,l la 1.o!M'lm awolsey issue« a p1'0Cllamlion nqatrills all who poll• 

aeased any aopios ot 11m• 81'0ll-hare1;S.c, (J.uther ) to 4el:lftl' tMIII up to 

tbe ow,tocty ot the eoaleelaatl•:l autbor! is.u. a3G In ap:l le ot tllla 

pzrobi·bitian • laaof) lbat Iat!leftD book8 oontt..i to be iq,orle4 1t1' ._ 

28.DII• P• 90t. 
29 . 

Hoal'ee &• 11.l•• P• 124• 

~. D• 911•• P• 80. 
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~ts ho tmdeil ,;rith tbe Im, Cow:ltrlea.31 

I t · as, wt th these marehuts t;bat IS0D11D1,1,lba also a IHNbanl, oal"rie4 

on hie tl'I &,. e ni:r no 40111't Tyn4ale beGs'll8 J)!d'SOMlly aoqµalnted w.lt;b a 

n~lbal' 0~ th~. P.oare tells WI tmt at tba tabl e of Momaouth 

?i.)'lldele mt Innacm traders anc\ mrohanta from the oauntry '°1rns, 
.~ae ~ llornxll'lY • :mace ana Swi tzorl.ancl, listened. eeprly to the 
t!li'..lt ot t he 'i1ey. and hN1'4 hw the mw Ia:thozoan1am waa f'aat •k1DQ 
\lay en ~hR Cont1.ment, end how 'thfa violent upr1sjqg cf Teut cn1o 
a 1Mt . Ie.t in OhZ'1otlan1ty ffat> rcwoh1ti O!~stng the attitude or 

1101'\ Oat itoU OS t0\10l"Cls Oln&Nh Nf'Oftl • .1C 

&..a:t th adds t lto f'ollDwing oonoemlns ·those marabanta 1 

Theaa L'l>ndon >MNbants, '11th agenoiea at Antwerp aJU! Calais, •tm1 
aa colatetl ?, •• t h Oel"D.lm r:1S'Ol.'tau1is trom !abeok and l!aJlb-.al"g wbo uce 
do:m.oilr.,cl 1n ·the Steel.~•aft? of' Lontion. Not onl:v ~am t hey iDtcll'
GM~mtl in. t he 1JJ.tberan m:IVGl'IISl'lt, tll't tbay !cnew mn obol&t it t;ban 
Eng!ioh ott,'tss.llBn and b1shO!)Bo and iles1n4 a simller raf'Ol"IIIBtiGD 
in ~lana.33 

'l'h.l'l, n~b 11:io aoqua1ntanoe •1th these !DID IJ.'ync1ale heer4 all· tba 4e'81la 

of tbs Rei'Q!'tation at wl11oh be, aa :110st Engl1sbnl!l1h had pl'ff1oualy ODl7 

a aane~al. knowledge. l'l'o.:l tb.e lips ot 'fibea, mn ~•1• baUd 111:ut pl'O

gns o wh!oh tla Retarmatlon was •k:lDB aarratetl wl th the &OOlll'aOJ" _. 

:!.mtPras m1-nmo8S that balongs only ,.o Qll-ri11msees. Rupp :teals thata 11 

i s VO~ possible thnl ata 1h18 time T),ndale f'll'8'11 (!81!19 1nlo poseeaaS.on 

ot Lutb9r's n• Oel'mm" ifeala%llmt, 1111d lba't he 1Mfla ~ learn to NIil! 

enough Ge ftliD to use it as a tool.311, 

In aumlns up 'l'ynlal8's l"Ui4enae tn InncSon it ma• be •ta tbat 

.~l. 
~ 11114· . 

~- •·•·· p. •• 

33-t,th,• &• al•• 1•· 286. 
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illv!n« tll1s ti!ne he oama un4u the inf'lwmae ~ Iathar min.oie lban at; 

a~ p~!ou.s thla. Uhile h1the!'l;o Ile 1'88 mrat"Et ot Iatber1 s 110rlc Ul1 

was 1a ~~ at~ n1th. it9 yet it was Colet and Bruma to whola '!l'ya4ale 

)".a"3 lo-:ikBd es tm aNR'li l:f.shts an-! SQides ot the ago. ait Su Ima«an 

ha bc..iru"d ,ot a sreat9r Re1'Draaro 91hc>Be wards ot ·mre 1mprossift 
olo(l!1en00, m :? stS.U. mre, whose ca!du.ct ot mora naolu.ta dater
mi!laticm., hsd aahimvod wlia.t Itraso:.s bad ratbeu- NOOC!IJl!tndad ,hu 
~~tO"!if.>'Cf!t' .35 

SP3aid~ ae:nc,rally 11; nay 1>a said that up t.o tm ,-r 1~3 ~lo 
Nill!netl r401"e or loai, tho clisaipl:J or Ids earlieat; t.mtl'Wlton,. 
J"ohn Ool'9t. and mra~,. '!hcmaof'orward he felt .,,_., strO!Jgly tbe 
.:...r1uene.3 or IJlther • .30 

3•00:1 i t sa~ws tbat ha car.,n to th9 aa.aolus:lon tha't a smuino N~Oftl 

Cet\113 not ~ etteeted thrcugh ttie r.::othoas ot Era&D1.1.s amJ the hwllm:ls~s 

who f o l l m-;~ i m hf.B train. S.auae ot t.llo ngoza 81!4 matboets llh!.oh 

lllthor used ·the1°D oan be no question tbat ft'Olll this fi:la oawar&! .tut.bar 

oo~L\p!.e'.1 t!Jo bishest plaoe 1n the ~n4 of ~ale, and exercised 'lf/l7 

GOD~idorable ,.nrlt?.eM9 ,:were h-1.s opin!.oas. 

Early in 1524 'fynda1e left 'bell1n4 b1s m,.t:lve Ene;lan4 neYer to aeo 

!.t esai:!.. %ti aeem that bis deoia1<X& to do so ns 1Dflu.enaad by thoao 

£1ltrchants 11ho weN so intel'OSted :lD an English fttoftl, f,r en4ellee 

points tr, t._ :tact 'Chat they paid h1a JM.'581188 en4 also amt b1m fl.mm• 

aial aid later. Left beb1n4 were Ids Mend &1114 pa'tND ~a:lb. a4 

35Dmaans, ml• JIU. .. , P• 90. 

36.fioe:Ne Sil•. al.••· P•. 10,~ Altbaugh t!le ••aona•· of &oon•a alale• 
mnt ts :tl!'Wt, l't ia 4Dllbttul tbat 'bllc!ala at.WU..4 c1tncn~ Ulldei- eltbn
Cole11 QI" EftlDIIIIBe 
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his fu · ao-wor t'"8r o ~th.37 't'akel\ wi th him " "re the bsg11ll\1:,aa ot 

l\1s 'tranc-.:l at • an ffOr k. and an 1nteEUJO cleab.•3 'that thzooug.'l Ma lal>Ora .-

land 01.u have tm liol'll or Clod 1..n 1'..o!' oin:a -tongue. Di..-1~ tb!t ne= 

twalve :,~s t l 'IOUEa.ntls ot oap:!.es ot h:l.s translat!on ta.iv.~ thelr Ya::, 

31t;;:,st saholars beliew that '!'~lo tras ae,iue.intocl with ~th 
-to e ..., lei'~ EDSlGud , m:any .. ec.tl1ns tha1i he h.eJ'l oom to lmaa bir.a while 
:.t Centb""i iP• It seems !.m.pc:'as1ble. llolfever. OD tba bas!a ot the n i• 
l:!oncoe to a-sta:,:,mi n a t just n1'.at po.int or his ltf e '!':,ndsle !'i?!'St •t 
Tith. 



0.HAPrER ll! 

~'!£1'7t'tIE1S HESOJ.lRIOM 'l'O TRAHSL\'.r.E 'IRE BIBLE 

The OM Gaal ot ~,lftdale's 1.1.f'e 

:en Oh..':\f~tor ll '-iS aonaidGN&I the intluanees ot latbor upon tho eol'q 

lifo o~ 'l.lyn&\le. l a tl1e tollmins obapt;ar ue ab&ll ocmslcler to wat 

o'Ktant Iut har and Luth8Z'Em1r.n 1Di"luanae4 hilll in thll lat toi- pan of his 

l'-f'e • ~hG !)198Sf)nt ohapte1r w1ll bcJ 4e90te4 t;~ a stwty of when and •hlr 

'l:,,n-..dale t:f..rst :ras olved 1n his mln'1 'that be w01lid tNnslate the Sarlptures 

into 11:ls neti Vil tongue. It bas of'tcm baen ett1l'm8tl iibct it wao only 

aftor Iu.t oo~•a Gerl.an tmmlation or the New 'Pc,str!a3Bt cppeal'Ocl :ln J.522 

t llftt 'l'yndale tlocldel'l that he uould i.,.mtlez, the l!IE!lB aCll'Vioo for th!> Ena• 

:U h poo,ple. 'l'ho urltel' hopes that 1h18 obapt31' \'1IU pl"OVG f.bat as..,_ 

t i on ta ba f'al.De. 

'l'o s lve his oauntr,man a natlvo Blbla 1laG f'elt by T:,nda1e to 'be ,m :ods.">1on of bis lU'ee llD4 the O'ftll"mstmng desire to t'fltll 
! t took posacasaS.on ot blna wlth all the po111el' ot a passlCID■ 

Ever.,th:l.113 else weo eubor«!aste to tshis one puzipose. Ewan '1114ale'• 

ooatrowera!al am! dnotlonal wrl tings W81'9 seaan4ol'I' ~o blm■ lie • • 

w1l l11J0 to saerif'iee ffC',tbins lt an!¥ tb!s purpon aoul.4 be aoaam

plisha4. 7• tbDt NUN be wraa willing to laaft Ida nal1ft 1u4 Deftll 

'to see it ~ the last; wolTe yaus of Illa lift• In ..Ser Iba.I We 

om puz,pase might be aoeampl1aJ1ed be was wllllng to Uw as a •-

1a. v. HoaN. 1111. ·119iu&a et Da·&•h li1M• a n,,sz11e1 
Mll•h at lllt. IIJW'51"9 IIFl!mt .maia lm U•ilana 101m ?111'
ftY• 1,0l)e P• J.51&,. 
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u.ithou:t; a ec:a.ln"try, 0 roted and v.n"Beoutea by bis ooantryuan, yet Deft&" 

!ully aooCpto<l by th3 foreigners wl th wham m asaoa1ate4. in was •11 l• 

ins tQ out hiltWelt otf trCIII 'the majority of b!s tr:ienas tcm a lCJDg 

per1oa of b:ia llfei Qru.\ spend lons hOIU'a anti days w=-kina flt i;he.t OBe 

mis t , ,h!eb ho i"elt to be co 18')ortent. Oanoen1ng the tenaoltly v1tb 

wbieb be PQld t@ tMa .])Ul.1poso Smif;h ~• 

William ~,Yl'\dsle nas an austa1.'8 Pt.1%'1 te.n0 portaotlly ainac■e, alto-
pt110r disinter.tated, u.t1lm-1Y waoomprom.aiq an4 uarmu. He 
bslieved that it was bis TOOa,1on to tnmalate tba Sfl'1ptuNa, all4 
m t>aliov"4 11 vi th GD lntenffi 't;y t'bal PN01ude4 his be1na mla"• 
oatcrl i n any-tilling olsa. r.'i:th great abil1tlea, and aoan4 aoholu■-
ald.p, he devoted bimoeli" t;o his task. Ha was one of -.b.oae ll&ft"CNI• 
minded me,n 'Vibe get; th:lnga dom.2 

'r"JZUlala was possosa u1 th a 10ft · tor his eOW1tl';VDBn1 he •es oon
car :.u:id wit;b. 'tbt,11'" epiritwll welters. In his mind only oae thisaa eould 

1>oi ... c, tnia op1rS.1.'UF..tl levcsl of t'\is people ebcm, the om■ruption flD4 :lmpiely 

biol& was so much e. part of tho tlfteenth anl aixHenlh c,enturies ln 

~•:,naale ms aonvinoed tbet, to save the Chul"Oh, tbo OOlllllDll people 
w st mve tbe .Bil>le in thelr on tongue. He was no GNBJIIBl" OI' 
fQ11Qtio1 with a clear OJ& t.e 88\'1 'the seat ~ tbe Vf;llbl.e, aml wi~ 
alc&ing l:!oart and f':lN will he" aet about; to seek 1.be aalJ" Nlllldy.3 

ConoOl"Jling '1'yn&1le's rosolla'tion to tftm&late the Bible 70D ... s 

the rather lemgl;b;y elate:uent, 

He pel."081'1'84 'b:, mcgoriezu,e 11m that l't was not posdble 1;o ealab
liab. Iba lay :people 111 aJJ¥ tl'lllbt aeepia *• So.rlpturea An ao 
plainly laid before t;belz.o ~ in tbeil' IIDll»r laagll8, 'libal tbe~ 

2s. lilQDU"Cl &111111, llnn Ull llllA llJI De£9Dlll&SR (lai4a, IIM• 
aatlJ.an ud Co. Lt4■, 191J8) • P• 280. 

)w111wa Dwllan, w11ue1 !¥P41lf• !Jul Ten•:r- ~ J11& !Mlltb 
Btblf (St■ l.oldas OonaCB'dla Publiehinsc Hawle, n.4. , PP• J.8r; 
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~ht aes the prooesa. or4ezo. an4 meum.ns of tm text1 ~tTJ! elae, 
wh.a·l:irsoavor trL\th abou.ld be taught them, these eD&Dlies ot tha $Nib 
w0:.tl quonoh :t ... asatn. Gither with ap,PaNn't reasons ot sophiatry, 
and 'tracU.tions ot their oan matdng, fcuDdecl wlthaut all ground ot 
Soriptur,9G ~..,. else Jusgliug with the toxt. era;ountins 1~ ia. 8Wlb. 
a aanse 0,0 it era ili@osaiblo to gathei- of the text, it the 1"1&" 
p .. 00es:.s11 011t102I'• arMS •e.ntna tbereot" Wtlft seen. 

·•* i n, :.'igb.t well be perceived and considered this ml)', or_,., 
ohiof~,. t.., be tbe cause ot all 1121sohie1"' 1n tbe omu.-oh, 'that tbe 
Sert:ptu1•as of Got wre Mdacm b\,m tbe paopl.o1e eye.ea ~or ao J.o:ag 
tho n =ninable doings and idolo.trles maintained by tbe pbarissioal 
Oltlll '&"' OG'.lld not l>a as1,1e41 -~ tberaf'are al·l t;belJ:1 ].Q?:,om• llfiS 
· iu ~hit a1i.:1 ~in to keep it dorm, so -t;tat either 1t shal:14 not; 
b9 :•!a;;1d at all• 01.• H' if; wem, tlley would darb.>n the right DenH 
"G itli th.~ mist o-2 their eopbist:ey, all4 so entca:aale those who ft• 
bukacl or despised tlt&ir aboalinet::l.ona, with araumats of' philo.eopb.Y', 
Gd v:ith worldly ai•Jd.Utudes. an4 ap_pa. :rent rellS0JIS ot natllral •is
dll1tl; &"'l4o wS:th wwst11JG the Soriptiw:'e W'&to 'tha:lr o,m purpose. oaa
trar,y unto tbe pl'OGess, orclel', ian4 r48BD1ng or the text, wo1114 ao 
dal u.de them in dosoautina upon it with allegories, aiac: ~ the:n, 
e."'q>ou.ndlns :1. t in ~ sonsos la:td betoze th9 unlearnecl lay people, 
i;hnt tbough thou felt in thy heert. and-~ DUN t.hat all W01'9 
t,,.1.oo tllat they said, :yet OOt&l4st thou not solve their wbtle 
rl ddleis •1~ . 

~·hat doss '.l!yntlala hi~eu soy conoe:totas this 1"ltsoh:.tlcm to 1!'8118• 

l.ata -~11a 8:\1>.le? In the l)l'ei"aoe ta ht.a Pentetewsi\ ot 1530 be ~rites 

oonoe~"ll!ng th$ ;p~pose of hia l.efl'ling E!lsl,and ■ !le soya tbat it was 

only ·11· n ha 11undorstood at the last not only tmt them was 1)0 Z'OOJA 1D 

m;r lord ·o~ Iondon1a polaoe to traaslate the new Testanaoat, 'bl.Lt aleo tbat 

there 11a~ ao plaoe to do !.t in all England• tbat he dopanecl fl'Olll Ms 

aative 1em1 • .5 HeN '1nd,ale bi.'118911' points ou~ tbat it 11aa tar tbia ane 

ooD!P.miDB PllrJ)oae of .bis lite that he was will1ng to r~aaka hia ocu.ntz,y. 

41ohn :raw, ZIii. Adi. al ?IPWfflPSI vt. la!ll !al• A la 11111 FmmkPM Ma,, •• e«itecl bJ' StepbaD. R-4 Ca:t;tleJ', ~(IaadODI R■ a. Seeley 8114 W • 
:aimes..s,. 1838), v. 11.Bt. 

Sw11Uam ti,naale, Jp,11£1pal '!Ff81'lfea IB4 '.Jn:t1"04Ud&PPP la pitt,r• 
.ea:£ Pg£5tgp• .at at. 119k. ser'r.9• edit.a 1,y Heuy waltd, (Camb.nt1ae• 
UD1ftl'll1,y J'ress, -Sy;- P• 3 • 



.All'OthQI" inoident in his U.te points lt oat o,Yen more fOl'Oe1'uUy. 

After 'lyp,'5.ale's .Neu 'l'astasuent hs.ul been tre.nula.ted and was bai:ig d1s-

1i!'ibu.tetl in ..,nglcmii the auth:>rltioa at'tem;pted to set him to return lo 

.. ulg'l.Ulld• One or t!le agents sent tor thia pui--pOSD uas a oertia1n Stepbea 

V: ·. Ugl\ml. In Cl\ lettel' wrltton by him to 0~11 he tells ~ a raWJetllts 

with Tynd.aJ.0 and en attGmDt to entice him to retUl'B to Ena lancl by en 

of!'ar of: ve1'don . A portion of! th:.3 letter written. by Vausbau l'aa6a ao 

Zollcr..:r,u 

I pe.,.~slveu tbo mn (~yndele) to btt excetlirigly altered,••in ouah 
wise that water stood in bia eyes, anl'! au,rere41 a lust graeioaa 
words a..~ thoso, I oesure y0t1, c ee1d h3, i:1:hat if' 1 t ,saul4 atu4 
'.':Ii th i be .l.ing' s J!W).9t grao!ou.e pleas,.u.'9 to grant o:aly o bare text 
G~ t 11e soriptura to b3 put i"orth ar:J.ong his people--•'be it of' the 
t 1 :.i.sbtion ot wl1at lltll'S<m s0e:tver shell ploose his l'.!Djeaty, I 
s lv.\11 1n1madiatol:, na!c3 ta1tilfu1 pzro;illaa netwr to write more, nor 
e 'bicla tvo &lye in these parts atter the sam1 ·(Tynaale was at 
/uit ol"!) et too tim)o mt· im'le41ctely w npa:11" 1111.0 bis raalmo 
t-.11 ~he.1. .. e most mi.mbly subml t ZQBelt' mi the te&t of b1s royal •Je::i• 
ty, of t01'11\111\Y body to sutrer \ifbat pg1D or tartun JN, wbat c:1QQt h 
bizi ~aoe w1ll o so this be ~tain94." 

Oe:z.-ta1nl.:, tho aT14ena11 quoted seam to b'i oonoluaiw. No DION 

nee&i to be ro4uaecl to sh~ wut iu;,OJ"tanoe T)-ndele attaobe4 lo Iha 

pcrfor.m3n~~ or. th<9 misa!on he bad set fO!., hiaelf. He was willing to 

offer his l1f'e fem tle tultlllmnt of his Isak. 'rhs f'tuttba&" JIUl"P088 of 

tbis chapter 1a to determine nM only whether t- :resolu:UOD to s,eri'Gl'lla 

that t, ok: REJ 4ependen1i- upa :tuther0 bllt 0.lso to mkka 4!11 1nqu117 into 

1ibe natura ot '118 var1CA1s oaases wbiOh OCl'a1pttlle4 him to liolc1 to t!Mll 

NSolw so relentlessly. ~ $bat en4 we small t'!:rst take a look at; 

the state ot ntble U'SJISletlon 1n F.na1aD4 prior to 'l'ynd.ale"a edition ot 

the la '?as'liaiunt in l,,526. 
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z:x.aetly wbaf. ca tlte attituao o'f the eooles1aat1cal sntt po11'11aal 

E11.1tborities uhioh ~de it iJr.pcsi.1bl& for T~le to t-ranslate the Sible 

in !iis !!!>91~1.&M? 0 '2he att:11.'Ude or ths .:SdiaeTal Cbm'a to 'biblioal 

t1i."811slstions m s one of tolerenoe 1a prinei!Jlew ad cliotmat in pma• 

t!c(al. 7 'lhet"e> were vemaoular versions o~ the Sc1'1pturas lloonse4 n11 

c.ooo!I.I'W pr obi'b1tion o,~aiuat posaese1na tbe Bible :In the 'VN'21MUlal'. 

'7.'be at.t1tu4e 01' thtl English olerew was per1-pa so:nswh3t lDOl'O aew,n 

t ll~n 1n o,thet' 00t.mtr.l.os. '.l'r;o bW!ldretl years p?'l!lviGWlll" W)~cl1tf'e .ba4 

':r: hated t!le Sible into ~lish. Beaause of hi!S a.t-taota upon tba ·•• 

'tob.U.ohec!. ohtl-roh e:zd him atte:npts at :rei"om;:a. both he and 'M.s traulaHcm 

ne. looltecJ iwon with extreme c.Usf'avor., . It was ,PS"1uar1~r tor tha pur-. . 
porta c;t su1mre:ssille; Wyw,l.:lffe'a Bible th.et ln l.\08, d:u.ring tba t1m of 

l"Oh.b! obop A.--unde l, tbs Pronnclal C:01ma11 hod decle:rscl am:m,g othU' 

The't no !!".an by his own eu1:hori ty mny ~late 8JlY text ~ tbe 
Sal'ipturea • • • a.114 no man mav aad •11.7 1111th l»ooa until Ille 
eaid tnnsletton be apprcm,4 by the Diocesan ~ the plaee, ar 1~ 
the oue :.10 racl,Uift - the Counoil Prcw1no1al. 

Ia spi~e of th!s oanan bamdng Lollanl boG>llJ:B a~ tba Loll.ud S111le 

Dtbere llaw ouffiftd until the pnsemt Ila:, no less tblm a bulM1nt1 a4 



elahty Jmmworipts, and only a t1t1:h of thsril were written before Arlm• 

del•o dooree.•9 Dus to tha abaenoe or printing presses th1o B1blf.le 

holvever, never pined wide 41et:r1but1on amaas the people• 'bllt rathel' 

aurvi ved as the possessions ot pr1 ve.te in41 viduala and ot small ooagre

gati°'lS ot Lollal'ds ,,ho wera still hoP1ns tor· a rafOl'III ot the type that 

fiyc,litf'e had attEmt9tac1. Theoe r.rmuscripts, partiaularly 1n the tom 1n 

,·;bioh it was revised b,- 1obn Pllrv'ey1 were laborlously hand-aoplea. a 

'\iaSI:: ,vhich nas cons1denbly- hampered b;v the acmstant ri.gilanoe of the 

cslera,-. 'l'he wiqua11fie4 statemant t~t Bnglancl was aompletely wlthou.t 

a VGff..SClllar Bible OODP..ot, llowever, be r.ade. 

Except for the study or Scripture 1n these isolated 1nst~c,ea1 tbe 

Bibl9 in gelle:t"Bl was negloatEld by olera and laity al:lk:e. Dazmus says, 

Tbe s tudy or Holy Scripture di4 not even tQl.'lll a pen ot the prepar
atory eduoat1:m ot thaee who were c!eat1ne4 to be the relisicua 
toaohero ct the EJ9ople1 tbeolo31oal 81Dll!Bl'iea, aompilecl by eobo
lo.stio dootOJ.'8 1 took the plaoa of the Word ot Goat and st. Paul 
tiac aast into the ,bade ~ the •doctor !61'1ctus,• tho •angel ot 
tho aehoola, • •41 ws 'l'ham!ls ae Aquino.• · 

Tile resultant ignoranoe ot Sar1pture 11:selt' an4 ot t;be 4ocrt;rinea OOD• 

ta1ned therein 'f!ElS inmta.bla.11 In his M1DE l2 U£ Tbrme 11am. ot 

l.5.30 ~le asserted tbat there ware twen'7. thauMnd prS.eats 1a Bag• 

llm4 who ooul.4 not ban tl'8Jl81ate4 into plain Bngllsh the olause 1n tbe 

lord's Prayer, •Jl'1at TGluntas tua stout 1n ooelo et 1a tena.•12 Al-

9au- PP• 276-Tl• 
10a. Deme1S1 Wl1,llam zYpdala, il Blp,nmh,y (Lmu1on1 fte ReU.gtau 

'l'raat Soolety, 1886), P• 29• 

UtnD'I• PP• 28t~ 

lacCIDJ)aN Dmaau, .sm, • .ul• • P• 28. 



r, 

lhCUSb th1~ uaa no ,1c:ubt an exaegctr:itlon, yot tbore uaa an abJeot :lg

z,nmnae of 'the P.oly Bible througbob:t li'n310n4. It.at RDN or tbls lata. 

Gnrittinal Gasquot hos made, o golltmt, tbo:AtJh Z!IMfflnt uncoDYiao!Dg, 

attem.pt to pr.:nre that thero was 1n aatu.allty a "'llt!tr,/ t~lenmt attitude 

OO'>ng tile 'bi&tiops conoamins tho posaesstom ancl Z'etullns at the Bible 1n 

tm 'J'Cftl aoular.13 fflo ar(tU."a!!lllts al"O mwea prl:!r!Z'ily upon stetsmnto 

1'i.'.ld0 by Sir =:i'homes MDre ln h1m plaj,mt oi" 1.529·. lt !s true that ib'a 

h9 t:lomea tbo.t ha uas ·OJ>l=OSBl1 to a wmeouler Ul!D!>lat!on ~ the Bible, 

as a.bo hac.l El'a!n!r1'o.14 Bcwever, 1.1s one reaas thrauah !.bre's statomaats 

on this sub jeot one 1.-mst beer in mind tbat this waa m-lttan some the 

af~.:?r .1.,'lldele'a tmns1Bt1cm had been widely 4istl"lbu:to4 in Engle.D4'. One 

go·t s 'lihe il11)1•0001on that U.Ow senses the futility of e p1'0tesl ~lmt 

v. m':icular ver.a1on0 o.na thol'E)f01'9 is orlt1oal of 'I'paale'o tnnslatS.oa 

on tha baoio at \'lhat he teNs mls~NDSlat!cns enc! elao on the basis of 

its Si'l:&'6:lnal glODN9 whioh acsoonp1a1ec., the tert;. f.bN l'UU,zed lbat 

vb.otevor hG mshl srr,0 lhe Engl.1sh Blble wee there 1Jo atey. On Ille 

o'tbar beln4, l t OIIMOI be eutecl 48:f!nltel:v 'lslat .. ~ wu personally 

opposetl lo mOb 11 tranalat!on. It llll8t be 1'9118Dlbere8 that; be ••• cm 

0.1~ thom 1nat1'Wllltllte1 in nnt 111,roduotng bmllm1s:a to Engl.an4. 

\'lhat uero t;m speolftca atti tw1ea or those mo wore :ln poli tlnl 

and eooleaiastioel leodersblz> tn EDE:;laaa et 1.'ym!ela • e tlmet eem-,, VIII 

waa ldna, m4 oG to well•knonn, I\G ,,as e prcwotc,r ot the DeYJ lea!"llinga 

13,or a ftlller anc1 mo1'9 ocm,pletG stu47 ot C.aquet•e eril!eaoe llllll 
oomolu:Jions soo b1a Zlll. JSm st, !bl Btf5P:"t1,UIPJ: (Ion4on, G. Bell and 
sans, Lticl., 19127), PP• 208-23. 

~ •• p,;J9• 



but 'tha :le.lea of o wmaaular traMlll•1= at tills 11• lllla rar J."8IIOft4 

i"Fon hi::, rdmt. The obier onoles:1as1'11as.1 .a•.1'lhoi-!t7 was ea..,--,bnl 101-. 

also a buun! at. Jx,t opposoa to a tnmslatlc:m f'or the peoJ>lG■ 'l'he •n 

Ti'tll r1b<001 b, tms ne~aonary tor 'l'yndale t o deel tirootly was itunatal 0 lbD 

bat: v..e1 thar t ho desire nor the :t:lnanaao to pi-omote e tl'eMlatS.on or the 

9:1.bl<h I n too t1%'at plaae he ms ot11l heavtly •in debt to Rema tor b:la 

pp~intmGn't to the bi shoprics at Iomlons f'llrthe1"ll!Ore the macmt e:solesi • · 

~t1ae.1 Dad pol.it:laal upheava l 1n GcDl'ID!lny • .ao felt by mDY to bo a 

cUi.-eet :.•esult di t he pro!J8gat 1on ot the SoriphZ'es ln 'tba vamaoalar. 

t ~ f'Cl"t that Luthe'r." bee! already brought the Bible to tm GtmuD people 

in th9t~ onn t cmaue 0 l:5 en4 the h"ngliah clers,- M4 no 4eoi:re t hat a sit• 

l!ation exiut in Bntµ"°nd. euoh as mdstecl. Sn OermaD7. WbeU!er 'l'llutal was 

at this tir.10 arrare of ~ale' e I».tbeJ."an leenlnas :la doubtful. but _.. 

t ainll• e t thiB t1t:B he bf.It\ no intsntlon di authoriz i ng or aup;·ortins a 

ta-a::islntton r4 the Bible. :Andersan r 1@h'tly obeeffels that 

Neither the pol:ltla1.11 aozi, literary con4iticm or BD,slaD4• lllMler tbe 
4ommn1i saa;,, or Cerf11nal Wolaeyt aff orded tbe sllahtest 1a4laa• 
ticm. ot tbe S.aretJ senptll1'8a being about 'to be glnn 1lo •• peo
pl.c, • but ,m Nft1'ae .• 

In fJU!3EIIS up the a t t1 tude in ~lane! ID nprd to Blble tftlDB• 

lBt:lons• it oan be stat ecl t h.'l.t there wcs not a ehre4 ot hoJJe t bnt '7a-

~)'Jldale appraaaha4 !l'llnatal ia the ,ear J.523. Iatllo's Oenan 
banslatlcm ~ the Ra111 'leutaamt hac1 "1'PNN6. 1a l.522. 

1'cbr1at;oJJher Anderson, 1111. 6NJQ1e Rt .lb& §Mllab Bl,bl,• (1nM1cm1 
fl1ll':l81DPlo)fal"llls• J.81aS). X. 10. 



clale n~ll.d M\T> reoe!wd oi'ftciel au1ihorize'liia ror bis work . Deapito 

bat Ge~w,l<.t so.:,a '!'r,,ndalo's m;3t;m'Dl-,nt that ·t;hore was no place a1n all 

~(l.ano.n to t.L98n:slat& must be aaoepted e.t !ts fEtce ftlue. 

In 01"cle1" to, prove that ~;ynde.le's res lv.., to traaslete was n°' de• 

penclsnt u.p,,n L'.1t~ (j ~e w s t establish 8Pllir."aK1matelv at wh&t time ln Ida 

life this r,..solve becam9 establiobed in his mind. Alt.'1.cugb 110 exaot 

po1n.~ S.a 'J.'ym'l.nl'i:1B U.f'e aan be ret"oz.-.ret to as t he., exaot J'!IDlll0nt at wbioh 

~)-e.iia1.o cU.:scowred what bis mission in llf'e wee to be. the eY14eue ill• 

di e ... tss 'l~nt it ocourred quite early. 

):n bis ll!•etaea to ~ O:t>Jdiengg gt .! Qbn.stig !Da• vr1tton 1D 

lS~7 c 'l:yn.dala oo:vso 

YGa., ud exocpt ~ t119Tl!Dt'J' fall Ille• and tbat I bave forgotten what 
I 2'"ea!i !AW! ! !!.t!.f! a gh~-~4• th?u shalt find in the En.glieb cuoatolo. 
how t na't kiD.s Adelsone eau.sea ~he holy sor1pt.me to be tnmlaM4 
i ut o too tcagu$ that

7
than wsa in EDglande ad how tu pre.lates ex• 

hortotl him 'thsrow. · 

C'.onoern1D$ this ~ottftlon De!Daus BoYS. 

a~ho ohlld 1s tether ot the mDl·a aura.!¥. in tb!.a ploture of the 
bey !l'yn(lale s1Jud71ng the 01'.ronioles, on4 Ge.1'19f'ully noting in 'Sbe 
past blstor.y- of Ellgland the mnner :la vJhiah the free o:lrau.laticm 
o~ the Te.l'nacul~r Blble ha4 at i!l'f'f'ereat t1111as been dealt w:lthe we 
may see e sf.e,nit'iaant anti almost prophetloal fontta8t or the future 
J.ito cf the umi.llS . 

11~1e0 S!R• !11•• p. 149. '!'he un4orlln1ag :ls t het ot t be wltu. 
JJeila9ua hue points out 1a a tootaote on po,se 26 or WilliaJ9 Tndelt that 
1 t 1o possible tbat 'l'yn4ale was mlstake11 1D mra assigning to Atbitlallme 
what ol1ollld baTe been auipa4 to Altftld. Bnsllah b1atol'1' sew to 'be 
full of oontuelOD cm tlda ou'bJeat, I?ctnaus &'hrs. 

lB»aa.u • 92• .d..\• , p. 26. 



'l'he point hore is thllt 'l'yndt.\le seems to .have been impressed while ver, 

YOUDg ,'.11th this mther obseure ref'erance, due no dcubt to the absenoe 

of the Sor:t.ptures in his orrn da:,. 'l'tu,t this item~ information ohoul.4 

remain loclgc:d :1n bis mind tor ouoll a long tinla woulcl seem to indicate 

that he was e.lreacly at1are of' the nee4 tor the tasJc whiah be vaa to per

fom at a later aate. 

Mia native Olouoastershtre wes ea (jfX• · a plaae as 811¥ to obBel"ftl 

t e _need tor the Sariptures. Demaus tells us that 

so pradcm1nant was tllo 1nf'luenoe of' the olers,- througb.aut the ooun
t ry tllat •as aure as Ooc!l is 1n Gloueheater• bad oame to be a tem11• 
1ar p1"0'il'erb all on,r ~lend. Dolthere, probably, waa rel1ston 
more entirely a thing of tom and aeremcmy1 and ot these oeremoniea, 
1n al.moat all oases, 011J11Mning, en4 1n note few, src,tesque encl 
ridleulow,1 the 70UJ18 '1',ndala, shrewd enc! thoughttu.l f'rQD hia ohila• 
hood, ~as no inattentive obaerver.19 

'rhat t he 1gaorauee of tl10 ;people was thG cauee ot his translet1m 'l'yn• 

'1ale h:lmselt af't!rms 1n bis fEe(aae .12 .1ia, Pentataugh1 

Which tiling onl.J" moved me to translate the nev Teetamsnt. Beaauae 
I had paroe1wd 'by experlenae, how tbat it waa SJ:!lloasS.ble to es• 
'iiablloh the lay-people 1n •~ tntb, axoept the &Grl~ were 
pla~nl)- laid betoN. their eyaa 1n their mother-tODpe.20 

Hoare also attributes Tyn4ale'a resolution loo tl'8Dlllate to the 1gu01'8ue 

t1h1ah v:as so prnalent _1n his lay. He &Qlle 

81s ezperleme of' the nl"l'qSBnee and. !gnoranoe of the of'tioSa1 teaeh• 
en ot religlcm ba4 ao dsguated bSm wlth the em,ptiDeaa and UDl'elll• 
it:, of the current t~, aa to gift birth to h1a resolutlGD to 
tl'aDSlate the Bible. 

l9.lld4.·, P• 31·• 

2
~1a. •· &:1•• .P• 394• 

2lsoare~ S• .ail•• PP• 135f'. 
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!l'h:e ,.gn.omnoe ot the olers:v in 'l'yndale's hCXIM) oounty i s not 11itbout 

&~ther t t os tation. A sene~at1on later than T;vnt1ftle, Hooper, then 

'bi~JtOp oi" Glou.obast ar. r.s4o a ,r1slta.t1on in hie 45.ocase. I n hi!S report 

,b.0 :f'ound tm.t, r:if the 311 oler8Yffl9n emm1nri1 no, lese than 165 wore un

o.bl .. s to ~peat tru, Ton Ci,mmndman.ts, 31 ip.onnt. of th s01.1roa of tbs 

Tm:. C m:mdmmts, 40 nho OOL\ ltl nor rep:?at the Lord's Frayer, and abou.l 

t 10 · ms number tJbo did not even know to t1ho it should be uoribed.22 

Tho· a can bo no daJ.bt t hat T111aele Dlet suoh 1gJ10rauae f'e.ao to 1"11ae thlr

!~ I !s ;routh, and eleo aur!Dg his res14enoe wlth SS.r lclm Walsh in tba 

s '!.: cou.nt~: trom l.521 to 2523. 

i"rhctther any iclo.a ot translating the Soriptures had so DUoh aa . 

c osaed '!':,iudalo 's m1D4 bet"oro he entered ,0xror4 !a questionable. Bi.it 

ui: can a lr1:1a4N s oe the pattern torm.ns and the beckgroun4 be:lng laid 

out o~ which thts .-.solution arose. 

Asy ~oh csx1at1ng l)l'e41epoa1ticm toriarct hia t'Uture wo.-1c was streaath

e.ned dur!I\Z his university Ute. Here· it was that he sained e. area.tel" 

imov;l9dge ol the Biblo BD4 beoama aa'l,uaS.nted with the original la:l• 

suaeos. '!!au tells us that dul"iq hio Oxtord &sys he 

1neroasea 1n the knowledge o't ton.:,."Ues, an4 other liberal ans. u 
espeoially in the knowledge ot the Scrlptuna, whd'eunto Ilia rdatl 
was ainau].arly a441ate41 Sn&CIZUmi that hee ~ing tbell in llead,alell 
ball, NB4 pl'iv11:, to oertain students aDl1 tellowa ot i11gdalell 001-
loge, s0':118 panel ot d1Tinitn 1nstrut1ng them in the kDowledaa 
an4 'truth ~ the SOrlptures.c:'".J 

2a.rhaae atat:la•loa aN gt:ftn 1D Boan. •• .U.•• PP• 1171'. 

23 · rc>xe • .21.• Jill.•• P• ll.5• 
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His inte>raat in the reading and exposition of Sorlpture 1s shorm al• 

ready et t hi s early stage or hia lite by his orpn1z1~ Bible real!lnga 

~ his f ollou-studants. 

On the queet:lon or ,,hethor or not 'l'pdale • a :resoluticm. waa already 

bai na f'ormsa at this t~0 Ure. H. o. Oonant prov14ea ua with the 

~ollOl.~1:ng piece ot int~i,.sting evidence, 

There l s even strons reeaon for believing that, while atlll at the 
University a nd bsf ore he bed r eached hia tuentieth year, tho pur
pose o'r translating the Soriptures was already wor!d.ns in his m1na. 
An autograph oollac,t:lan 1n tbs hands of one ot h1a bllographera0 c,t 
t ransl.Qt:lons mde by him of' eel.eat portions of' the !few Testament, 
shews in i t s ornem,ntel, miasal•like captions end bordars0 the 
i ni t i a ls w.tt., end the date 1502, several ti:n,a repeetea. 'lo the 
l.Atter a r e praf'1xec1, ln one 1natanoa0 the aign:ltlaant words i:TIB 
TRim.'H• 1 as :lt tho youthful t1"8nalator even then had it in vi•, to 
submit his labors to the toat ct publiaat:lon. It is e 1'aot no lesa 
r emarkable t hea interesting• that ·these ear~ attempts were trans
ferrad, f em t he mast part verbatim, lnto bis amu,lete Relii' Tastemnt1 
encl •;;;het many pasBDges haft oaa, doan, through the auooesel,re re
vi sions, une.ltered into our Oo::!!:1!C>D version& 'l'hu9 the bent ot hie 
m1na. f'ran its nrst Jmon. c1eve1opaent • . marks him out as a man or 
oamest 1>u1".i')OSe1., who a lready aampreheDds t1hat :ls bis work and oall• 
log i n the e ge.il:4 

There i s no c!Ollbt that durins his resl&tnae at Little Sodbur;r 

(l.521•1523) this resolution was tinaly established 1D hia m1nc1. HDlll.ey 

s eems to 1nc!S.oate tbat it vaa at tb1a tim that 'l'yn&lle tOl"JIIIICl h1a N• 

solution to translate.~ ::tt 1■ more oanaeiftble, hmeTer, that at tbia 

t.lJIII!> the resolution bad already boan tormac!0 ea ah01111 by the ebcWe eri

demoa, and that the inolctenta given below aervad to atrangtban an4 

~- s. o. Conant. at Jpd,tfh l&bJe• m.,smr Qt l.111. TnunJaUgp 
9t .1ba Jla1z Ci9flPDEM lala 1111. IMJ1fh 'l9Pmae Rew Yon:, ~14ane Blalaa
nan I: Co.• 18S ) • PP• 124t • 

~ .,_ley1a 41aouaaica ot 'l'p&lle'• r.olTe to tnnslate sea Ida 
Will'p "'1!le (Ianc!oru Soo:lei;y tor P.rcam1Dg 0br1at1an Jrnollleaaee 
1937 , PP• 2 ,.36. 
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re1ni'oroo t he cloalsion :msde ee.rl181' in his 11f'e. 

lt'oxG gives 1."\-:o ina11!ents of auah a nature whioh oocured c!urina tbi~ 

z,g!'iod ot T'-,1Dd9le1 e life. One is tha tollowing1 

There dtlelt not tar ott a aert;Ain l'lootor, that had been eu. ol4 
ahaJ10ellor before to a bishop, who lwd been ot old tamlllar ao
quaiatnnoa .. ith Master 'l'1Ddalo. and alao f'a"f'QU1'84 Ida wells UDto 
ohan !!aster 'l';yndale "'ent and openod bis mind upon at veJ"S questions 
0: the So1"1pture1 tor to him 11!' 4ul'St 'i>a bold to 41aalose bis 
lleart. Unto whom the dootor sa141 •Do yoa not kna.'1 that the pope 
1El very Antichrist, whml tbs SGripture speaketh ot7 But ba.vare 
,111.at yai., oe:-,1 'tor U' ~-'OU shell be peroc,1 vea to be of that op1111on1 
it \"1111 aost you yoar llte1° BD4 aa14 moreover, nz baTG been e 
off':1.cer of hlsa but l have given it up, and defy him encl all his 
worlcs. 0 2& 

1Rheoe 'ilorus a~ to have stNDgthenec1 Tyn4ale 1n his opinion 'tba" a re

•• Ol.'11 ot tho Churoh t,BS neec1ad1 a ref'arm thot oaulc1 not be aoacnpllahec1 

0 oxoept the sorlpture were plainly laid bef'oro their eyes ln their 

m~·her-tonguo. 0 

'l'he other 1nol4ent relatod by Jl'QD ,,blah ls ot interest :ls the 

i'ollo:1inz1 · • 

It wa~ not J.ons etter. l;Rlt 11::lat.er 'l')rndale bappone4 to be in tbe 
00DJPGDY ot a oertain di virui1 reoounted tor a learned mn, am\, ln 
oaim.mina end cJ:lapu.tiq w:l th him, he "1-aftl h:lm to that issue (at 
the Ant1ohr:lst) 1 that the sa14 great dootar ~t mt into these 
blasphemous wol'&l1 and said, •we were better to be vith011t Oocl'e 
laws than the pope's•• Uaeter 'l'ync1Ble, hcarina th:la, full ot 804• 
ly seal, and not bearina that bleap11CDCIW.1 aaying, replle4 asaine 
~ aa141 •x 4,4y the pope, BD4 all his lnsa • BIU1 tul'tbel' a4de4, 
-that 11' aoa apare4 hSa Ute, er.e amy yeam he would aause a bo, 
that driwtb a plow• to knoll more or· the Sorlptuna thaD be 11111.27 

liBre we see th9 resolvo to tftllSlete f':ll"llly tmpJantecl lD bis mlD4, a 

resolve to nbloh he. helcl 1111nervingly thl'ol.lghollt his lite. 

26,axe, &• J.lt• 1 PP• U6t. IINleY■ &• 111•• p1'CM1wles eri.unoe 
tbat tb:ls doator !D all U1mUhooc1 was WS.lllaa tatiatzo, PP• 31r • 

27Dil• • P• 117• 
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Conao."!'niDS tllie Wc,otcott so391 

Bl!' this tir.lO he tell0?1 uhat bis work was, and be was resolutely set 
to qacanplloh it. At tho ae"9 time he 11as prepared to furnish tbs 
bistaop 'Zor iaoae eountenanoe he looked .1th an atleqµote teat ot his 
oompotcmoy.-

Hia tmns!atioa of an oration or Iaooretes ls the 1nstl'Wlle!lt 111th v1b1oh 

"a l!J.oltec! that Tunota.l lllight be oonYineed ot bis quelif'ioat!ons tor per-

20l"C41ng t!Ja tas~ -r1M.oh bf) bec'l appo1ntec1 tor h:lm!lelt'. 

It is not known whether 'l'y:16.ele heard. of I&lther•s tramalation be

f ore be eama to 1..onfl® or not. It is c,ertain tbct be.f01'9 he left Lem

don in ~524 tho.t be was aware ot, ena pal'baps Ol':Md a aopy, O't Iut'her's 

1522 Ner-, 'l'eete.r.ient . Certa:ln.1:, tho appaerenoe or this \'!Ork ,as anothezo 

noto1• uhioh oel"Tet'i to atrenst hen his reaolft and .gl-ve hir.i hope that hie 

1'11:.us1011 oculcl bet aocom,pltshea. 

In Foxo•s ,Litt. at f,;:itb ue ·are told that 11b:lle in London. '!yndala 

and. Fztitb c,onteJ:Ted together cm the subJect ~ a .11 English version as 

t !le only 11eens or brlng1Dg the truth to the peopie.29 It 1a quite 

lU:ely, in faot, tbat 'l'ynda:le •a~ already at the task or tNDaf'errillg 

the o~i ginal Greek into Allslo-saxon• !'be f'ollou!Dg sat ... , or Ucm• 

'D'.N.th0 wl t n. wha!!I 'l'yn,lale 11 ft4 111 Ialdm, 1~ ot 1n1ie1"'8s, a 

When I h!Hll'd IQ3' lord or ~don [11>11ao11tb 1a 1181"9" 1'9f'erl'ina '° !\m
stal] pl'Baoh at St. Paul·'s· Cl"Otl&o that sir William Tyndale hd 
tl'&!lsla ted ti. !low 'l'estemnt in Bnglish, llllc1 vas IISIIP,117 ,1"8118-
lated, that was the nrest time that evar I Bt:spectecl or lmetr any 
eril ~ bim.30 

28 
Brcok9 l'oea Weataott, A Oppftl DB at .!111. Hlst917 Rt Jaia a&• 

llu Bi)tle (Lan4aa1 MaOllllllan an4 ao •• 1905). PP• 27t. 

29:,. I'~ t.bnbert• IP@l,~h ~lea 9'. la BlJpip (Lonclon• Smlel 
Begater aD4 sons Ltd., n.4: • p~l. · 



.3.5 
Notioe the em,phas:ls on the vol"4 pa'98btily. Yamaouth does not deny lcno.1-

eclge that 'l'lflldale '"'es enpge4 in tha prooees ot tl"BJISlatinse ~t that 

he ues engaged in the publlaatian ot a pemrted. translation. 

The Resolve ot ir,ndele in 1ta Relation to lollardy 

Something hes bMn said previowd~ oonoerning the movement at lo1-

lr-lrey.3l It is neoesoary tbat somaf;hing be ad4e4 at this point ot CIIIU" 

d!soussion. The question whioh is ot oonoern presently 1a t~ ezt:ent 

to \'lhich 1/;)llardy survived during 'l'ynda~ •s day end whether 1 t was in• 

stl"Umantal in the for.nation ot '1',ndsle'a resolve to trsnalate. 

AlthOU(Yl Lollerdy. durlns 'l'yndale1B lif'~t-, was very mah 1n tbe 

1molo7..,rouncl• 1 t hac! not disc! out. In a letter to Pape Mrlan VI in J:523 

Erasmus meJes>a the csamnant tliat the Wyolltt"i te party •\1as not e.uinsU1ahe4e 

bu.t only- overcaaa.•32 %t' the fl.mma were extinguiahe4 the embers 8IIDll1• 

clel'&d m, BO that wl'.ene tn l.529, a ziv,al pzroolamticm appeare4 E!&81D.9t 

unorthoctox \1rit1ngs, no part:loular clist:lnot:lcm 1a c11"8wn betw~ •Iol• 

laZ'd:les!I ali4 other •heresies and errora.•33 Seholars haft 'l'Br1e4 Sn 

their estimation of lollarcty'a :latlue~e at this tima. Sam hBw aaicl 

that tbc,ir :lntlueme ••• n:1.1 or at least very lim1te41 while othel'II 

have m4e this phase~ ffyol:ltltlam tbe mov.lng toroe behind:::the Bngl:lah 

Retormattcm. It la pel'bapa worthy~ note t'bll.t ill the maet ocmp'l."ehen• 

3lauJWA• PP• 26f' • 

32ot. Boo.n,, S• .Ille., P• 102■ 



slve otuay or lollerdy until this present time the work of Tyndale la 

presented QB ono of the aspaot3 ~ the Lollar« revinl.34 

A oon:v;,rehons!\1e s:tudy ot Lollal'dy doos not entd' into the saope ot 

this peper. but something mst be sa:ld ot Tyndale's relat:lcm to the 

mfl'Gms?i!t• It aaa hardly be questioned that even at an early ase 'l'yza

dele Ctllllle into ao:ntaot \d t."1 the Iollal'd JDC>Va!IBnte Jt ls known that. 

Purvey. 3!l avid IDllartl9 previous to T~rn&lle•a time had worJm4 mid 

preraehetl 1n an area near 'l'ynclale • s birthplaae. The etteats of hie work 

nere still bei ug f'e l t . Smith oonjeotures that •tr the Tyndeles ware 

not Lcllards9 they may have inherited Lollard tendencies.•35 

Also thc,re cen oo little doubt that during his university~. 

ecpec,~11]¥ at Oamb:r1c!ge1 T:,nctale beaam more aoqua1nted with the naturo 

<.and wor1.c o~ the Lollarc!s, although 1t lo d011bttul that h9 ever aasool

a t ed hi mself' w1 th may Lollar« a0Dgl"eget1one Jlmlpbfty llaa:D:Juth, men

t ioned pre"l/lous~, was very likely at lee.st 1D a~taot with Ioll.erda 

tiba s hared hlo interest or m,port:lng religlGllS boob into Bnslml4 frca 

t he oant:blent. Sir Thanas Jlore, 'lyndale'e aft!We4 opponent :ln the U't• 

era17 1'3Dks, wr1 tins to Bl.'uJIIUI in .1533• oalls Tynclele 8114 hia s:,mpa

thizers •w1011rt1tes.•36 

34iidereaoe is hare •4e to Zames Oai1."lbler'• mmuaent:al WJ•r,Jy 
sl la DtiW'PPHff Ja BMJ@nl• a lllstortoa1 surm; (Ion4cma lla.amUlma 
an4 Co. LU., 1908• '1'b.e aeotian ref'errel to 1s foun4 1n Vol. II, 221-65. 

35smt:th, &• .al!.•• P!' 103• 

3&:rbamaa L Uni'Aay, A Ripton at 1ba Rafoptiop, (R• Ym1u Oballe 
Sorlbner1a aom, 1928), II, 317. More'• l'Of'erenae :ln ltaelf' la lnoan
oluatw. ID Ida l!ay being aalle4 a W,ollttlte •• almost •JDClll1IIIOWI 
with be1D8 oallect a heretle. llo1'e 11114 DD ·aTeNian to burling 4efama• 
tol"y epithet•., !'JIUlale. 
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it uuat bo e4mitted that tha oareer ~ Tynclele was in many •318 

01,ulal.• to that of Wyollt'f'e. !ls had the ae.m aim and t he 81'.llra iuoen

tive in hie ;,ork os \'iyolitt.a. It wes trom the breokdosin ot t he Chu.rah 

lect of! the spiri tual tru.st:s oomlitted to her oharge, that both ntom

~s derivetd their aeterrtd.ne.tion that the Goepel should be opened out 

through the ll.i.3di uri1 of an Ebglian l:li'ble • .37 V\.U."the1•.mo;:,3 se sea in Tyn

dal e the same tearless moral ene1•gy • the ea~ rsverenoe· to th&'J suprama 

z,e<>plr.J,. nhiob. charaoterizAd riyol1f'te. 

tti:•. G. !>. I&amh cmsiders it certain 'that 'l'yndale ia msrely a 

fuJ.l-arm.u Wyol1i'te. He f'urther claim that Tyndale's New Teatam,nt 

is ma,;-,-,ly a Nseeru>:!:.~ ot the Wyolitte Bible, "11at ~yndele ro'lialraa tho 

Br~ni.rntic nl etrt1Gture1 the Terbal combinations, and the rb,Ytbmio f _l ,.,. 

whioh oharaotc1zed Wyeliff'e'a odit!on.38 

Somathina r40t"O shall b!5 said of' 'the relation o! iiyal1tte•s Bible 

to 1i!ml ot 'l'yndele in one oE the f'ollowing c~p~rs. Conaern1n& the 

1'4attar at hen41 Jl&Rl9ly tbat of 'l'yndale'a reso;,ln to translatoo 1t ap• 

pi,ara to this wr1 ter that Inller4y 414 nfl int'luenco T,Ddale in arr, 

speoif'ic gay, but rather, tbat its int'luenoa was an-e aGneral• beiog 

a part of thc:s ent1n beo~"ld in wh1ah 'l'ynaale 11Ye4 bsf'ora he lett 

11ot. Hall.ft, &• JIU.•• ·p. io,. 

-'811r. lllnb. • a opim.au cm t;be nla·U.anabt.p or S'ylldala a'Dd ,~Y,Clltte 
U7 be foUD4 1n w. F. Uoult.on'• DI Hlftton 2'.»A §Mtilll f1:b1t, 
NYlaecl -, J .... Hope lbaltoa 11114 We ftddian lb&ltan, Lalulc1u Obu. He 
Kally, a.4.), P• 91. 



'l'he ReaolYe ot 'I'Jnaale 1n 1 ts Relat10A lo BnS11111G 

Although PoUoftt C!n4 otheE"S aver that !'ynaale heel probably beard 

Erasnme leatllr8o t hia vlO'iJ has tor the most part been ezplotlad by abron• 

ologiaal evic1enee. Even thau.gh it 1a posa1b.le thct T,ndele a!l!a a 

speal ,sl tr1p to CalJibritlge trom O:xford to h081" him leotllfto it is unliko• 

ly that be tU.a. and it la aertaiD th.et he c11c1 not study under him for 

any period of ti•• En.BDIWI ,1as prot'e:>sor or Gl'Oak at Car.inr1t'Jsct rrcn 

3.509 to J,514. It hee boen prov-ad that 'fyrulale ffl'JA at Oz:f'Oft! at leaat 

until. i t not later t 1an0 1515.39 

On the other hcmd :l t oennot be dsn1sd thnt Tyndale wee inf'lu.enaed 

b:, the " ork ot El'asmua. In 1:,16 Emsn:us• edition of the Gre,ek Neu 

nt h d op~sretl0 i"ollo,;ad shortly by his Letira edition, end 

ub a _ueL,t ravis1ona of: th~ Gree!c text. lt oen be sbotm that Tynl!el.e 

n a oquo.1nted with both the Oraek ,and the Latin ea1t1mu:,, an4 it t1as, 
. 

of o r s o, E?momue• Greek edition u!lioh :f'ormad the basis or his trans-

lation. 

ciNUlation °\70t1ld nstlll"Bll:, be bailed ao givlna speedy promise, of o 

version iD EnsU.sh.c40 P\arthal'l!IDZ'tle in his p1"8f'aoe to the Greek N• 

~ ntdenoe tor tibia ls an entz,, 1n the Ortol"I! Register •hioll 
states that flllliam Ida_. toolc hia master or ans c!.egfte 1D l.515. 
estoott, who ln the til'Dt ec.\1t1an or his work lle14 the ~OffASr no,,• 

Sn hia Nft8e4 editlan slates thai; his !'ormsr poa1tlcn la untenable. 
l>en.mua an4 moat others agrea. Just 11bat the oonneot1on between ~le 
8IU1 tba uma Hiohyna 1a, le unoertain. Sam olaina that lt oeme cwo 
fl'om bia motlier'• alc!e. Ia IID1' event T,nc!ale often uaae thle •aeooDl1 
-• la nt•rrlne w ldmelt, aa clO alllo hla eanteaporaries. 

·~• ·• .111• • P• 114• 
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'l'ostamento EraelliUS bacl QOft19 out 9 a t least i n princ i p le. 1n .t'a'VOl" ot 

vorna.ouler t r &n::,lot :\one. Ho sai d 1 

I r,ould t!:w.t all pri'Va'te WODllnl ehou!.d reed the, Coapel and P&ul 1s 
Ep:istloa. /Jl'ltl ! vliah thet t hey ,1or;;, tr&DSl etea 111to a ll 181Jl.PU!ileG0 
t hat tbey my be l"EW.d ond tmo;,n,. not only by t he Sootan 8114 Iriah0 
l>ut cdso by tho Turks anc:J Samoans. Let it be t h&~ am,y r1oult1 
smile, yet oo:na l',-oula raca ive ~t. I wou.ld that the husband'DaD at 
the plough shOJ.ld s iz:tB sauethins f'1'011'1 huee, that the 'mlevar a t his 
l ea-a aiuml d si~ aCi!Et hloa t rom honoe O t het the traYeller Jllight 
beguile t hl:l woar i nas o of his joumoy by nu-rations of th12 kine.41 

~ 1 ... Er asm,.u; c ou.l<l onl.v write in .Iat!.no whiob bis hUsbaJumED mid 
weovar d1c1 not W14erstf'lncl. rio f'ira4e boseTer. t he 1.Jnegina'licm of 

il.- i::tl'll 'ryndale, oho de,,otad bi ri19olf that ftSlisbmen might lmve a 
Bible that t hoy eau.lcl reacl f or t hemselves • 

.tmd Pol lard c.6da that 'l:,ndalo •m ot have been pnparecl. if' 'lu.nstall ho4 

g :.\von him any enoo1U"Ds amnt0 to mm llis ~llah VeftJiQD in t ile spirit 

o.. l"~r&91Sl3 . n43 Also of interes t; :ls tho f'aot that in the first t t.10 obap• 

tr o~ Deim:.u.s• b:lasroph.v ot 1':,ndale. coTer1ng tho par11X! of Tyndale's 

life until .J.52.3, 1&1011 mol"G stress :ls la:ld on 'l'yndele's 4ependenoe l&IJOD 

&-am.aw t han upon lather.~ 

It oannot bo donied tbai. Tyndale's .resolution at laest ill pun 

SZ'(91' ou't ot Brtl$DI.IS 1 work euc the itqpnesicxa whioh the Dutcb bJaman111ot 

made upon him.. However. any attempt; to 1.moe an early nlatS.onuhlp ~ 

41rd.ow.tcm, &• JIU.•• P• 47. .tlot;S.oe tbe s11111ler1ty or T,1Ddale'• 
atatenaant wb1lo at Little Soc!bu.r:;e sup. P•· 33• irhare oan be little 
d01&bt that 'l'Jndale hall these wor4a of Eral!IIIIIS 111 IWUl. 

42smi'1le &• Ai:l•• P• 280. 

,,.,,,,_,,, 9' lu IPs\ilb B1,bJ1· D01e5~-• a. lPM1@tJop Iii 
Py.bligat;'n at lM, flbla ia bliah. ~-.wale e41te4 by .t.ltnd I • 
2ollm.'11, lm&d.aaa OZtord UD:l"t'el'8lty Preas, 1911), P• 4• 

""»-aua,a•AU• 
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<-ml.Y prove tat:i.le. Rather it was only 01&e in the entlzie oamplez of> 

oausss wb.iob usde 'l'yrul~le the translator or tho Sible :mtQ too Engl:l:Jh 

'l'he :follooi~ two quotations shau the in:tlu.enoe wbioh som soholara 

esa1Rn to the publioe.tion of ua.thor 1s GermanNn TeatBIQBD.ta 1111.Lthv•s 

ea;emple imd f'ire:J. t.b.3 baart ot illiam T:,na&le to give h!a countryman 

wi Englis h w 1•sion t:rrmslatetl 417:'ootly f'ronl the Hebrew ed Gl'eak OZ'i• 

ea~u.als.!11~ nsoon aftez, !da:rt:ln w.the,t' !184 begun bis Oel'mlll:I tJ."8Dsla1d.on 

of t h il!e Y 1'est-amr:,n't, ?.711dele fCX"lllad o :resolution to turn 'tbe Bible 

i at.o Engliob. 1146 Elailner the 1t\as that tile tftlDBlation ot the New 

'l'e~1t ament into .-Gal"mBD by :l.artin LutbGr wbioh appearea 1D 1522 was 'tba 

ool.e or ewf;) th:l 1>1'1aaey aause of 'l'yndale•a resol"f8 is altosetblt1' UD• 

teno.bl.o. It bas been ahown 1n thc9 preYi.Olla 41aaues1on that while at 

Littlo Sadbury Tyn:lale's :resolve was rtrmJ.y astabl:lshea. In faot Tery 

lilcely 'l!ynclale bad acmm11;ta4 b:lmelf to 1ihe miaaioa or his Uf'e SO!D8• 
. 

what earlier. 'lyndale woa at I.lttle Sodbur7 tram ]521 to l.523. and 

altJbough l.lltber was of moeaai'ty a't warlc cm hie New 'l'es1iof.119nt at t;bla 

iime, we have ao reason· '° belloYe 'l;bat 'l)'Ddale ms aWU'9 of this IIDl"II: 

until ahonl7 before bet oam 1;0 l.DllcJan. AltbOu&h 4wl• to ber :tollowlns 

~• U• .all•• P• 331• 

461.aU1"811ae H. I.anon, i&Uen Sit. §MJag! U4 - 111:t;tah a.,,,,. 
Jlllfh (Hew Yorka Henry Holt and Co., 192.5), PP• 268t. 



many of tl~ pr! noiplos Elnd presu1,pos1ticma ot Ml-. Christopher Anderacm, 

she is o:fte::1 unraU.abJ.e~ yet 1ihGre is truth in t be statement ot Mra. 

Cou.ent tl1at 

. it oan bs no mat t er ot surprise, to ·rt.nd tho desi gn~ a new trans
lut :lon o . the Seri p tur es a lnc-tdy J:'ipengd in t he bosam of an Eng• 
l:1eh s olmler, ltea\'s bef"ore Lutlaer be8$n t l1e pt.iblica:t;ion of the 
Bibl e 1r, ~ ,ian. 'i.'bat soh.ol.er was V"1l l1am 'l'yndalo.47 

! n t;ho aam9 vei~ o'£ thought Demaus f.l&yas 

t.uthar1 s trarwlatio11 1ncleed e_pi~earetl i n September, 1522, abou, the 
eem.'3 tim9 par.haps when Tyndale had f'oraed his pU...""'l)OSet but there ls 
&~ l'e£iaon to bolieve thai. it h~a ~ aohed England, or that i t in 
eny fJay uuagest ed '&yndele •e m,~•1c.4° 

'l'ne mppoaranoe o'E .wth:tr's Nn 'l'estamsat 1n .l.522 a&LSt be oonsi4ered 

oo ono of tho t hings l"lhiah oontributed to tbo strongthea111g ot Tynclal.G' a 

resolv tot~ ruale"te. Perhaps it ns one ot the thina, t1h1oh mova4 'l'YD• 

dal e to l.'Gma"tT@ llimselt to thB aontin911t 1~ J.524• Bu.t it is DO mon t baD 

i.hat, e:lnoo a l l ev1donaa 1nd1oaha that Tymele bad oome to t he :raallza

t i on ct hi s mission in lite bef 0¥'fl wtber•a New Testament eppesrc,d. 

Ccmoluaion 

The :t.'EJSOlve nJBde by !l'yn4ale to tl'Snslata tbe J11blo . as prealpitated 

by Cl .mwber ot aauses, none of wbiah oaa bs pointe4 to as t hs sole 

aa11Se. Ultimtely it m .• 1; be said 'that it was 'l)-nde le's own obserwa• 

t1cm of "the ignoranoe amc:>aa tbs oOJll!JIOll people end 'the 001."l"llp tion 8JIIDD& 

l}ie olerS)'· which JDCWali ~JDdal• to 1.nmala~, as he b.iJ!Lsel~ ettJ.:rms. 

b.7conant, U.• Ill.·, P• 124. 

48Deltlnla• a, .lb.•• PP• 70t• 
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f.J.l e-lid.e1i•J0 pc>irt~s to the f'aot that tb1s r ~solw, wes tormea eorly 1n 

his lif'e. t.s fJ.t t enw:mt 1Je\11:1os 1hiab arteoted in some r.anner or another 

tihis l"esol~• JmUJt ba mantianel! the in:l"luenoe ot Lollarc!y, tho work at 

the hu·'Bniots , ospooially Erasmns , and. t)l9 01 poaranoe ot r.11thsr•~ Ger

mm1 New ~ostame11t. 



OHAPl'~ IV 

'l''YNDAL'i'S C<>Nl'ACl' WITJ{ U1.rHF.R/INISI.t1 l,S2Z,.•J536 

It t1ould be futile f'or t he purpose ot. this peper to tnoe the mova

mnta of' '!1;ynclale on the oontinent. In t he first place our 1n~entlon ts 

not to preGent a b1ograz>l:l.Y, but pnly to review those aspaots ot bis 1Ue 

and nor k ~hiob ore Nleta tl to 11.\the:r encl Iathai-anisa. It 1s mceaaary, 

t heNf'ore, t h~1t m oh ot ~ 1n 'lynaslc,1s 11f'e will be cmittod. 

C>ne ot t lle pu.rposoa of the, preeecUng chapter was to shon that althaugh 

lllthe~ :ln.J:lucnos s \,ere s tl"Ol!g 1n Tyn4ele's Ute, :,8t thc,y wen not 
: 

t he only i nfluonoes oparat i VG• 

iurthe1'w.>ro, no authoritative e.ooount remains of 'l'ynaale's m:m,

m:mt 3 c!'Jri~-3 these ;y·eal"s. Be himself' bao lof't none end there are saps 

BD4 emissi ons 1D the aaoount given us by :rolm J'on. fte ~ticm ot 

tboae nho have el'l."U41ed this period of' 'l'yn4ele•a lite has l'UD 1"81D,P&Dt, 

anal v18"s as to his whereabouts at a part:lO\\l,ar tlm 41f'fer •:l~eq. fte 

situat:lcn :le bast deserlbed by Jlcmbert when he IMQ'III afJhe ~eot1~ Gr 

TJD4ale1 s movemaDts on the oont:lnent :ls one ot gnat 1Dtenat, bl\1 ai,

parant4'" in,rol'ft4 in inezt:r:lea~ aontuaicm.•1 

Rather 'than attGIJl)t!Ds to g!Te a strS.otl.7 ohrmlOlogieal e.ooamt of 

tba last 'lnrelw years SD t,l'Jnaale's 11f'e, 1D this ebapt;or we sbe.11 in• 

lz. J:. llalllJart;, IRBf'ah J,ntgp• At 1.bl Bllp1• (londmu Saa&el Baa
ster aD4 sans Lt4., n.a. , PP• 10.r,.t. 
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•t•4 talce up t bs var i ous olties ln v,htah i'yndale reoide4 Qt; varloua 

'1mas 4ur1111J t his peI'!od. Each or theeo olties ,1111 ba iU.seus affli in 

thalr 1"'9lat lonship to he Lut ~an Re:rormut1~ a't tta time of' 'l'ynda.le's 

supposed reai donc • ··1t1st ,-;-e ohsll attompt to s hOff i s tbet durilltj mob 

~ bis 11:fa on t b.o eonti nant , 'l'yndnle livocl 1n an atmospher t m t had 

bil&!l affect ed by ~h~ Rotor.nation. In t h~ latter part ot the ~bapter 

ua Shell trE:nt mor thorouahly t he wxitl!I and w1d9ly disputed queatiGD 

ot ~Jn&.ll a•s r esi deneo tu :ltt.:,nborg ~ perscn.al contact ,l!tb. wtber. 

Tyndal huo lot t Eng land SBr l y :lm. 1524. A shOl"t time lat.Gr he 

land9cl in ""be city of P.e.m\lurg . e kn.OIi too t ha t h.o was them also al>out 

one year later 'l'lhcm he p i a ked up oonoy sent to him by lomaouth. Sena 

soholal"e be Uc,vc, that he spent tru, 1ntervan1ng time in Hamburg, but as 

we ohaU eha.7 l nter , t his is rathsr dOl.lbtf\ll. It 1o kll0!9n that '!'ydals 

•as in J.im!lmrg on at least ono other o:,aeslon. J'~e tells us t hat iD 

l.529 ha oa:u tha:N1 rro;a Ant\7erp tor the> P\U"ll<>ae or M eting C079rdale • 

11.-.rins t he t r ip, h0trever, his mgnuaa:ripts and wm-lc on tm translat,011 

ot the Old '!'estem:mt uer.ie all lQSt by shlp,rook. H9 took another boat 

ad arrived 1n Hmabu:'3 near Eastor ]529, end nmaim&1 there. working 

with Ocwerc'&ale on the translation ~ the l'enteteuoh. unt;11 Deoembel" or 

'• sami, 7ear.2 Although sou haw, questicmecl Foxe•s nerratS.Te a'tl tb1s 

poin, tbare aoems to be 11 tt;le reason to clallbt 1 ta tftltb. ~ale was 
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ii& the 01~ oi" Bemburg8 the:a8 .tor at loaat ten t o welw months• an4 ill 

lbe opSn10Jl of some, for a year lonsa1" than this. 

Conoerm.ng th/J atnt-.1s ot Bambura at thls time Dsmaua gives us thts 

411BOr1pticm1 

Baml:nlre ,1ae. in '1'~dale1 s time, as DO'Re a bustling oity, vbol.17 
iuzmarsea in tracle1 one of the olliet cscanerolal ont:r.-epots ot Ger.la• 
llY• ~ here, h01ilover, the 1m-1uenee of' that mighty UYem!tnt 
which lather had im1.\6'!1"a.te4 had made itself' felt.3 

'1'he Ref'Ol"J!Lcttlcm untlar k\thor had made earq inroads in northena Go:naa

n;,, Hombur11 not o:;;:cl ~dea. Ue !mow tm:t Bamburg joined the Smlaal.Uo 

Laa.zue not long a.ofter 1 t oas romeo.. mien 'l'ynclale Yis1 tea 1 t there oan 

ba no cloubt t}1at tllo Raf'o?".aatlon was nell under way. By tm Ume that 

be made h:!s v1s1 t the:i,, in 1529 there oen be 11 ttle 4oubt that 1 t was 

lhorcr.asbl,y Iather.an1zea. 

Thera :la one other p1eoe of' evtdenae vh1oh shows that while 111 aa
bura ~lo tell under the :lntluenao ot latberamam. ll'on tells us 

that on this l.529 visit to Hamburg 'l'ylu!ale Ufl4 with a vm &namcm 

famtly. ot this tmnil:, Jbley has the f'ollaarins ta aay1 

'l'he study ot ths WlJJUbliahe4 c1oawneats at Hambura baa l'OTENlle4 
moh aonosming the tam1i:, VOJ1 &nereen. . It was one ot 1:ha SN•11 
llltheran f'am111es ot the town. Ml!ltthlas von Emanen8 e senator, 
cUe4 in ]522, having talma tor his seaond wH'e a slater ot Mar
quard SoJmldorp• the retcml8Z' ot Sohlesw1g-Bolate1n. Bis ~ 

.brother 1oma merrie4 a lad.Y nams4 uazwaret. 8114 wlum be cl!e4 ., 
&Cllle date before May 81 J.523. he lef't hsr w1 th six oh114Nne seem
SnslY in :ao Teey sOOd ail'OWIBtanaea. ID l.526, br&Yill8 the BHl'll 
f01"b144al ot the senate. ahe sent 'Imo ot her 80Zl8 w WS. tteaberse 

lR. Dmaus, fif lig ;r.,1a, A l!PiR'UIP: (Ianclona The Rellslows 
tziaot Soo1ety. 18 , P• • 



46 
whither alflo es ·,e liave oepu, her nepho , Mat~iruJ t he :vounser, 
bad gon9 t wo ye~r s 'i>ll>t orG.4 

1th tbio 0 wt· 9., nc fcall!ily Wyftdale lived f'or BDIZIO . time. Jhtrthl9l"l'DOJ'e , 

Ibo l'QUDger -iatt hi ns von Elil.'.lX'SE>n nx,nt 1onaa above ls enrolloil 1a thA n

s1atera of t ha uni~sr s i t y or 1tt snbara very oloae t o tile nem gbioh 

ble-,f feels proves i:Jm ~Jitten u roa1denoe of 'rynda ls . It !s Cozley-' s 

oonJeoture t h t lifnt t hiws von Emaraon de the t~ip to T ittCll'ilberg with 

!i'yndalo ili'l .1524. 

e kn0t 111 th ef.lrtr:in'f;y that 'l'yndale spent et least two or tbreo 

moatha :!.n Coqr.s. ,;f'ter bllvi ug rese1vea ills ten pOWlds fr:>31 .ttanmout;h 

in l52.5, ~..o . d.th bis aaunuensls , Roye, v,ent tban, for the purpose of 

hn1ng his Ncm meat M10nt publiobod. ~he brovS.ty at bis residence thm-e 

1a du.eta 'i:be toot t !lnt J'olln ll>lmeak, Coahleeus. An invetamte opponent 

ot IAthe~ nism, dis eme:rad bis plot of f loocl:lDR Sngland ~ith the Ens

liah li! ble, end P%'0D.1>t1Y bad him expelled. 

Altbcugh l here seenm to ho.vet beLJD a Gel'taln amount ot freedom la 

Cologne, (~his is sh01:1n by the tact that Petu1~ Q,uentel, a Roma Catholic, 

took the Job ot p~lntlng 'l'yntlsle's tzenslation}. yet for thu mat part 

Cologne rem1ned s olid Roman Cetholio. At tha 1nat1gat1on or Coohle~us 

1' kok little f.i e tort.be euthor1t1es to make eure that !;'ndele no 

longer re.,m1ne4 la their alty. !l'heret"are 4ur1na the ab.orl a~ at '1'1r&• 

-z • Y. t.1oaley, r,a,11111,1 T;mftl@ (Loncloaa soaiety tor Pralo1;1na 
ObrlaUan KDawleclgca, 19.37). P• • 
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dale in Cologne we aan. assisn almflt no Lutheran 1nf'luanoe wbataoaYer. 

All¥ono U.nn,g in too oity \lho had bsen attraotc,d to wtheZ'lmiam wauld 

ban fountl it nea saory to klaop his rel1g:lous aonvioti1Clllla WJl!ergr~d. 

oi ~Y ot Wor;,i.~ T:here his ~lov, !1' siaman:t uas printed. .Arter hi:J anocunter 

with tba Roman Catholio authorities o~ Colcsne, it 1s only natural that 

'.l'Jna la 't"JC! lcl soloct a 1>laae wboiso ths printins csc-.ild bi! oeriad on 

Yli't.tei:•t; fa .r of oppo~it:ton. \70l".7'.s was sucsh a aU.y, the attreot:lYeness 

of hi.ah a cc,ntr!buted to by the tact that U; 11:aa supplied with Br.I.Pl• 

facilities tor prlatiDlS• 

lthough ths printing of 1;ha l!Cffl Tea'R\mnt •as OORJpleted e.s:-ly 1D 

l.526 ~~ oonJacturG 'that 'l)mdele nmained S.ra Ol"iU tor so:411 months 

tollo~inri • ie can t hen acsie,n o residonae ot a~ .lsut six to eight 
. 

r.tontha, i f :not more, Sn •cn"'lns. Evidence tor & longer raoidenoe at 

ilG1"1119 b11iges upon tt,o :tacts. F!rst of all, r,,an;y feel tha t it was et 

Wcrm that 'l'yndo,lG loamed ~brelfe s1noe thore were e mmiber or Jews 

and a largo synagog in that oity. Seoon4ly1 tllere :ls an entry in the 

41ary of Spalat!n, dated in August or l,526, oonoerning a lettsr re• 

081¥114 by Spalatin from Hermann von dem BWlobe, thB earliest Gel"CIIB 

lfebraiat. In this let~er SpalaUn is 1ni'orma4 that BLls~be ba4 •• a 

an in Worms who had tramlatec:\ tho Naw 'l'estamnt into English, -.ho 

wu so skillecl in SeTeD 1an,guagea1 Hel>l'8v, Greek, Latin, Italian, 

Spaniah, Enslish. h9noh, that whialumlr he epok8 IOI& wcul4 suppose 

.... 
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1, bis n tive to:oguo. nS This quotation hos been nlmo3t univeraolly 

Clppliecl t o 1J.'yudalo . Note tba ti.ate r.:-~t~r lo.t o i n J.526 on whio 'f;hi s 

antry P1>ea1•s in Spala.tin' s d!ar,J and als.::ii the f'act t hat 6usahe 1n• 

Cl\l.des 11ebren· au one of' th~ tongues w1 th r.hi ah Tynae.l e was oonwr sant. 

As Bosz.•e tells us. by this t1m t:orc?D had be:ocme •st roJ3S~· lath• 

anu1. n6 
And We:;;tcott ad,i3 th1s oorument: 

Tbs plcC'le to t.1hieb Ty.r.oolo :f'l ed i•:as ah'cady mamorabl8 in t ho amml c 
o t za Ref'o.r:i.ation. lt a.a t b.ea. not umoh r.102:a than t our yoara 
Dina~ the li' .. u,,ellcu.s e~ ne when Luther enteNd ,.or:na (l,521) t o 
bssr w:J.tnese befor e t le -U"Q-l'• But wi t hin t hat t:lrm t ho 01,,,. 

d 11beocm.9 1holl;y ~1tbsrz.n. 11-r 

Sanith s~i:.s ap t bs s i tu.ati on o~ \' orma s ol'liOt'lhat Z'i10ra concise ly 1n these 

uords1 

'l'yndel& ent~t•ed t~ c i ty t i vs ~ ars atter the t o.moue DI.at. and :ln 
1.hosa t 1vo yoai •:-J 11orms llacl beao • pl."Ot.estant. The oltizeu "" 
'1'10:r,y Pl'Oll of· the faot that~ th~y were a tree c i ty, bu.t al~o 11tcea 
to zrenu mbar that they ma ~nly t o ozrosa t he Rhina in o:rder to be 
111 Uesseo antl alwt 1.Jhey coul d rely for· def'enae on a powerflll .Prot• 
ea1;ant; Zlr i nae . 

Al thea.Lah \'ynci . l e remal nea i n l'iOl'ZIII. t or a ralatively short ti» i t 

is oarts1n that vllilG t-beN he was aoquaintsd 'C.i.th and YJOl'ked with man 
' who heel aooop t.ed tho prinoSplos of' t his Ret'm.,mtic:m and were -oonoel'Ded 

vltb. ita spNad. 

S~ , .21!.• .all.•• 9• 2,07.. For h 1'th8Z' intol."llllat1on OD t laia en1.17 
1D Spalatin' a dia ry BOC s lso DemaUGo .!m• !.&1· • PP• 130f' • 

6
a. \'I . lioareo ~ Eyply,tion 9.t. Ji!11l Epe;llah !Wita: .. Hiatori~ 

IP1itll ,9'lbl, Sggqaux, YIEIJ9M lml.13AilalfE..(Lon40DI lo'bA~ 
l'IIYo 1901) o Jh 128. 

1arooka i'oas Westcott, A 99v,al De, SU:.-, H1etm S:. lJI.I. II&• 
11& Blha (LandoA: MaCIDllllan an4 Co. o 190.S). PP• 31r. 

8H. MQDar4 Smith, lflP£Y !lll,Jlll\\ l.bfl R,tcmpatlgp (Lon401u rdaa• 
IIUlan an4 Co.• 1948) • P• 291. 
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14El1."burg 

!i'ync]ele•a pli,oe of !'e ei<lence t1"a.l1 1526 unt! l 1530 is ~iidel;v 41s• 

PU1ied. The aonernlly aaeeptecl position i s that durintJ thes e years ~ 

:cadO t-..is a bocla in ;r, • u1.•g. 'X'oo p:i.eoos of ei1'1oenee f or t his will i>3 

Pl'04UC36d. 

First of ~1 1.0 thr. oooks publishecl b-.f fynd la duri ng this period 

ell boa r tb.e colophon, 0 '&Q>ranted at l.Xa!"lborow in t he lan4e ot °'9sse0 

by u . t.ienr~ !.1..&tt , the yera or ou.-we wra,• eto. 9 This app l1e1s i n parti • 

culBI" t o t lu•ae or 'l'ynclale ' s j or wo:i:•lm•-:tll.P Pffible gt t he io•;a<! ~b:3-

1.Ba 1'b.9 .Qpail~B,OEJ. gi_ ~ Cbri s t ifill &'n\• and bi;D translation of the Pent• 

atauoh. f!lrlbo>.~w has in genera l b3en aocepted aa being tha oity or 

L!m-'b11ri&o na t he f\uatlle!." cleai gnation of ba1:ng 0 1n t he lencle or Ha s s9.c 

leave litt l e 1.'0om 'f:or 4is~e1ng t hat t his i G tbe plaaa ref'erred to. 

Fw.•t t(tnmro, De us, af t er e t horol:Sh study ~ the qu.es Uon, bas 

00!"0 t o t be conc lusion thet the (&..-e&ter part ot tlms e yosrs were spent 

1n· t!arb'.ira . J:ia account s t or o"ftlnts whioh t ook plnoe in AntJterp as

orlbod t o t he 3e1 same :,ears by as swm.111.s- t bat i 'ynaa la mde tt10 ntbar 

short vis i ts t here clUl'ing this t ima.10 

On the othar hand, there a re t hoao uho olair11 ·t hat 'l'yn4ale navm

was, at l ea3t ~or eny pol'lOd ot ti•• in lifarbllrg. SUpport1n,s t his 

poa1t1qn are .Jo.mbar't end tmley. The main eYl&moe aupportlDg tbelr 

Tin ls t lk) c1ue:.;tionable taat of -whethel" or not Hana lut't eYer bad a 

10
DeiDawso PIMP• 
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Pl'lntins p:rosu a t i"arbl.,l'B• !bmbort supports hla pos:ltion by a letter 

be Nea:l,retl f"rcm Prof'eo ·or nr. Z11llus Cae3ar. at. that time tho 111mlr1mi 

of the .. 'le:i:-burg Wl1Yt>rs1ty. who after aaraf'ully explorlne the ·arabivos 

end 4oouments o'! tho un2. w~i t y , ealt\9 to the a one lu~ion that :e.na IDft 

never Uvod nor hatl. a pr1nt:l~•pr. ss a't 1Jrarbul'8 oml that there :ls no 

niclanoe tl:at Tyndale .ve r m..qtrlaulated at that univera:lt:v.11 Mambart;•s 

poa1 tion is that Tyn;; le Wl d the ot'orament!oneB colophcm 1n order t o 

hide tho actual base ot his OJ)91"3.t:lonq 0 and tl-.eret'ore St 1a f'alse. While 

'1o-zley agrees :i.tn ibabert ! a c'lc,nyln.s a MDrbW"g resideru,e to Tynda1B1 

tlley c:1:l.!'S.-ar a t o the !llaee who1'19 ha spent thaact yelll'3 .• !!o-&ley taking 

b10 oisuncl ~or .lintwerp un4 1,mbart holdins out 'tor a lllttenberg residence 

o.t this Ur. • 

!n tb.9 o iuiot ot -tt'lio wri tor a r&rburg resldenae asnn.ot be pos!

tlntly i ni • The im1vers1.ty r:,oo:rds of Ma!'burg oo.n bardl;v be taken 

aa proo .. positive thi:1t Har.a LDi't never printed ln that oity nor tbat 

'1'1Ddale l'.t')Ver rerJiaed t11en. Furthel'IIOre, :lt qems mt ot 11ns w:lth 

i'1Ddnle'c obaraoter that he should otte:JQ.,t to oOYOr up whore be t1es end 

vhot lut ·as cloing. 12 Cal-burg \701114 have been a logioel plaae tor i'yn• 

dale to ocnt1nue bi s ork, part:lou.larly because there ha would haw 

bad 110 fet.U." f'rom t tta e\\thorltles. bl.It would 1"3ther have rooei,roc! the 

l~l't, .2Jl• Sli.•• PP• ,3lt. 

12It :ls tme tba'li '.ryndnle had om:ltted bis name fl'Olll hls tint 
.ait:lon ot his tranalatlon ~ the New 'l'estamant. This •PJJOIU"B to haw 
been IIIOllwatea. holrner, bJ" bum11tt,- l"athor than a,y tear, as is shown 
b7 the toll'allillg atat;._t tOIUld on the tint pep ot Illa •Puable or 
tbe Wloked l1Blnnal,• in 'A'YDO,'la'a L'o,S!1,pnl Tlll!&HI• Parkllr Sooiety 
llllt1cm, P• 31• Not!oe ,~ ftr.lson he g1,res ~ omltttns his ... 



51 
support or Philip ot Hosse. It is be t t er perhaps to leave tha ques~cm 

open tor the JJDJant. In any event, if' a Uarbm'g res1denoe is anepte41 

"1ndale would hnve spont th'lt bettor part ot traa three to £'OU' years 

lbare. 

It la not :neaossaey to say 11110h oonaornlng the Iatberma lnf'luenae 

vb1oh 'l'yzadf>le would b.ave mat 1n Lltlrburg if' •• aaaept h1a resldanae thaN. 

J>aaasus writes tmt 

Under the proteot:lon ot the YOllDS and mthualastlo Londgrave1 Mu
tars had baoO"".ns one of t ha great oentroa tram ~r:hioh the prlnoiplea 
ot tb.e Re:f"orantlcm \?81'8 v.lE.'Orou&ly propagetea ••• • Noah.ere vu 
t be Ref'onmtion more thoroushly aerried out, or the dootrinBs ot 
t he Rof'omt:>rs raora r1gorouoi,, puahed to their loa1ael ocmoluslan. 
• • • Ri::ire there was JJD.lCh to solaoe 'l'ync!alo 1n his exile. Here 
at l east he Wl!le to ell eppeeranoe sate, 1n an unknmm Ntreat, 
beycmd the 1~eoh of ilolsc,y1a em.aser1es1 ancl under the proteotion 
or a prince 11ho ,;:es c zealous adherent at tm dootrines ot the 
Roformatiou.13 

It thora is W3Y place tdte:r.e 'l'yn&.lle would have bes 1ntluenoed by the 

llltheran Rof'oma.t!oa mre timn at \'IS.ttenbera 1tself'e it la llarburS• 

'l"d8re was no Ol1C3 more zealous for the propogation ot Lutheranism tbaD 

Phlllp, uhose protaoticm T,,llldele wauld oena11aly haw enJO)'ed• 

01' fU.rthe?' interest 1s Derila.us • oonJaatura that Tyndale •1' ban 

attended the li\rb11rg Oollollol¥ ot J.529. J>emnu h1maalt aays that •tJhaN 

'The aausa wh¥ I set m:, DDm before this little treatise, an4 ban DDtJ 
atha done 1 t 111 the Jlew Testament, 1a1 tbat then I toll.ow.-1 the OGWl• 
eel ot Christ, whieb oxharteth mem (llatt. vs..) to c!o their soo4 4eac1&1 
aearat~. and to be ocatent with the oonsolenoe ot well-clo:lag, end that 
Ooc1 aeath us1 and patimt~ to ab1c1e tho rowal"cl ~ tbe l.aat day, ubioh 
Ohi'1Bt bath purahaselfl tor us, anti nm wau14 l fain haft 4one lllma!ae, 
bl&t am 00111p9llecl otherw:lae to do.• 

Bowaver, in all fairness it mst be sai4 that llozley's e'f'lc!enee 
tor a naidenoe or Tynaale at Wlttenbers also rests upon the ullUJll)t;San 
tbat be 11884 B paewtoa,me 

1.3Dalaua, .sm.• d!.•, PP• 166t • 
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is 1101 a tit t lo of pos i t ive eTldencse oither in teYaUI' or. or age1aat the 

supposition ot 'l'yndele's 1>roocmoo ill Narburc. at tho oOD.ferenoo.14 Never• 

'beleas Demaus aensf&s no ditfioult:, i n titting auoh a presenao in'to tlbe 

Ohror.ology of 'l'yncir l o'a l:lf'o as we Jm® :it. ? oJ."hl\po 0119 bit of pos!t.t:n 

eY1donoa ODtlld be GUl>J>li ed. In riting to Brith 'J!,nc!nle exbo;.~a hi to 

a pos ition ot ima.,otinn oonao:ming tha Lord's Supper. J5 One csould Tl• 

tbio eu growing w t of bei1 · 1,l'Osent at the ~rbm'g Colloquy and seeins 

wh.-it 4is eens iou t he 4uc,s"':1.on ot tile Lord's SU: per bl"O~ht abcNt.. tJntll 

tho tirD.9 'tllhan mare evi.clenoe 1:1 prsmen.tedo ha;vovor, tho eonjeoturs ot 

uo 011 t hi s r,oii1t will re:M'.in on tntorestiJJ& ono, but oa.'l be aaoeptea 

' OXt> "tells UG t hl"t 'l';yn&lle fthod his most abiding in t he tO'Jln of' 

Ant c,rp. 16 ~ bat her or not oo aooept e iresiden~e h.Bro in that period 

from ).526 to J.5290 a good sh3re or Tync1ale 1 s lif'e cm the omtinent oas 

apa11t in this ai t :y. 'J!or at lea«st f'rom th. year 3530 anuera ha nsidec1 

t11are, i»ius finelly betray.,a in ].5,S, then talmn le the aaatle at Vll• 
,., 

voraa, where be ·nas exaouted on Ootober 6ttt. ~36.-• 

141\wl,., P• 219. 

~dole's letter to J'rith ts raund m full Sn JJelmU&e •• .Ill.•• 
PP• 334•31• 

16 
B'oxe. .eJl• .lb.•, P• 119• 

17:ror tbs aoaaunt at T,ndr,le's arr~t• ir.,priaonmant, trial an4 
art;yrdam see espooially the tlnol obDptel" o. Deau.e' blograp11¥. wbel'e 
1, la OCW8Nc1 :ln detail. 
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'lbe alty of Antnel'l) as a tree alt:,, bait loaeteitl within t;bo 4oma1B 

ot Obarles v. Altho113h Charles ncis f'oroed to TDDdention in Ilia treat• 

•nt of wtn.aronism in tbo bp11'e, it was not so in the lands ubioh he 

l"llled 4!.reotly. . hi,t them i;as 'l'yndltle's position vbile resid ing at Ant• 

aerp? Butter;iorth has tb1e to say, 

Not only bad his controversial stan4 e?llb1tta1"8d the 0181'8¥ of Ena• 
land, wt eton more ho bad of'f'onded the author1 tloa of the Holy 
Roran .&iu>ln. \,no ,,ere then 1n aontrol or the oowitry in whion be 
wao living. In tlta1r eyes lle ao c notable heretio, e:ote f'ro.11 
thDiJ." henc.lo only ao long as he was shelterea by his :Gn,gliah friends 
inoicle t " oit;-1 u .,nita of' Jtnt werp.1i:, 

'1'boft> seems to B:l'VI been ciuite e settlerrent ct Enalish marahants, msay 

who \'1ero interer.tod :!n the OP.ueo of' Bnglish 1"8f'qrna, maSc!ing in th:., eit:, 

or Ant erp. ' 1th one o i" theae, ThOODa Poy:,tz, Tyndale mdQ his E\bode 

during 1111oh of b i s stay thers . 'l"'Jndelo 'Das sGii'e es long ea he d!.6 not 

Yentu~e into t nitory her9 he was auojeot to ~ha agents or Charles v. 
Tne olty ot .Antrzerp, beaeuae ot its pr1vile(Ce as a tree olty, bed en.

aoumeed ~ liah m,rohonts to settlo thero and had Aaaorieil ~ IIJSm the 

SBIJle priv1loaeH e:J t ho aitizens or Ant\181'!> enjoyed. Amons thesc, prlri• 

lages vea included. the rople~1on that none aould be, s rrostecl men!.¥ on 

111ua1,S.0S.on, or ooultl be il!J,prisonerl tor- more tban three c1eys vitbaut 

trial. Deme.ue; sum up Tyndale I s 111"e in Anh-,, thllB, 

So lcxag ea ~le was within the Bheltar ot the Ensllah House· (the 
bui 141,q pl"OY14e4 by .Alltwel'P autlbori ties foJ." tile houalns or 'IDSU,ah 
merahmntu). Tyndale waa proteoted by the Pl"irilege whiob eX911.P'ted 
the oitlzens or AlmrelP an4 ■tNDgers a■:ldant tbeN f'l"OIII beills 
81'1'93tec1 in their houses enept; for SGIDII szreat Oft!JD• Olataidra; e>r 
the Hawleo bo'lllffer, he wallr.e4 in perpelual clanpl"I be enJa,ec! DO 

l&obarl• c. Buttenanh, Z!1t. LJHl"!D ""'" 2t lb& m.aa. ... ,,,, 
Jlllll., J.3lla•».U (PhUac!elphia1 Un1YerS1- of Pellna~lnnia Preaa, 1941), 
P• 93• 
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upooi&l protnot i on; 119 hod no hcwse or b1ret1 ohnmber of' h! s 0 11ne 
nnd mieht b3 arr st on re ausp1a10ll a't any b0-"1' of cb 'fl ozo 
n1gb.t.:r.9 

.Ao :lt happenod it oas 'l';vn011la's boing entioe4 tror11 the amiablo aUZTOUnd• 

11l6B ~ too .Bnalish MoU0e wbioh oveatuall.)• lecl to biB arre211. ond GEeeu.• 

t1on. 

L•o:a.• t most p 1lt it i.e. dift!cu.lt to essip any e;:aat 1.at11eran 111 ... 

flueno to '1' ,nwde' s l if.'e urJ.ns tid e por ! oa 0 • hioh !.ast.stl for a.t least 

tou.r 7tu1r.s and posoil.il:y as lens os e igt1t. 

Ia an att q,t t o bs o'bjeatlve it is naoesaary th.flt wo also enumerate 

oome or thoue th1~ which would ind1eete thet Tyniale was not so stztons• 

ly 1ntluenood by Luthoraniom during his stay on the csontinent os one 

VOllld at nrnt au._ppo33. 

I n t ie timt pte.oe0 1t does not soa"il as it" Tyndale, ever allied bim

aolt w1 t h au,y par t ic11lar nr:we:aont or group r,hiall w&s s p~rt of t he a.

lllBD. P.ef'ormat:lcm. irllob0 or oven ruost 0 of his tima waa spent, DOt emaas 

Oauius ana t hose rd:'. ected by that Ref 0t'i!19t:lono but N.thOI' O.."!JO!IS Ens• 

11sbi4en wbo were 1nteres tecl ln retormat1cm. ot thDiz' nat:lw bglalUl. Hie 

lana rasidenoe 1n the Engliah HOWie at; Antwerp ataata this. Also hla 

oana'8Dt; assoa1at1on with oae or uore Enalish!ND cbarina bis entln a'l9¥ 

on the oon1o:l.nent;0 D.Wly w11ob suab 11811 as Roye. Ccwel"dale, V•nglvmo ZOJ9, 

M lb., Poyntz, ancl others, wOl&l.4 tend 1;0 1n41aate t;bat; the moat ot hla 
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time w s spent in eor. any 1th other 'lmlllishli'l'!)n. 

Secondly , it !s a1, p rent that. TynclaJ.e wea not lnterestetl in tbs 

Oe:Rlan f.tef.onr.st ic-::\ a"': ea . 'Kia e:,reis were e l\ra.yo a at t011e1•d hie 1:a~ivo 

F!nglan,l, er.d hie coneu.-niu,e; purpose= -,as alVJeys ta brir..g God's Wo:ttd to her. 

To ,.,ynt le t GaPulln Refor.n"'ticm aR an e,:nmpl e ot boo he might aaoam

pli ah • D t9c ~ ?oz- lmghn bDt\ alsc a bru:i~ o't operati ns f'rq:J! whieh to 

pe!.'f'om th t ~ask. 

!/;h 1•, lyo as fer n tM.s w1'i te1• has been able to determine, thel'a 

w,as no :lnt:f.s. to asaoo!c1iion bet -een him end other sreat man or th.a Ger• 

mn P.et'O!"I 'iiion. Tho quast1on of Ilia personally meting and aoni"errina 

with Lut har b i ... '3eli'0 wh1eh ill be eonsldered shortly, in any oYent ap• 

peeo to ha • t , m, mot ot a pnoelng aaqua!ntanee then an intimate ass0-

o!0Uon. ! e t her 'i."yni~lEl h muolf' or Luther roter to an.;r al02e frieml• 

ship o or?d.ng togotber. The sallX> applies to the other loaders or the 

Oerm:m R t'o . t ion0 oh as l'bl amoht hon0 3llgsnbsgen, • oel•, and others. 

Evan tl~ solitel"'J .Fe eronoo in SpalatirJ 1s diat'y d®s not :mnt:lon Tyndale 

by DDmfJ1 and some have queatiaaed whether it should be refer.red to 1'-IJD• 

!n BU'lffling up then, wa must eft1rni that durin,.q the last twelve 

yearG ~ his lif'e lutheranlsm pleyecJ an :lmsortent role 1n t ba l:lf'e of' 

Tyndalo. This i s sh01 n psrtioularly 1n the Iatheran atmosphere in w?ale 

he spent Jlll~h o~ his t :lmo, and also !a that it prorided h1'!D 111th the 

metbod ot oar.eytns cut bis projoistoa m•isaion of' b~ing!QS 'tbe 'ftmaeuler 

Blble to Enalana. ait on the other band this aught not to be em,pbas1ze4 

'lllldt&q, ainoe it appears 110 it 9,'Jndele never aotiwly aupportecl the ae~ 

man nefOl"mtlon nor oontributed anytld:ns towarc1 1 t. . . 
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Tho Q.uestion ot 'l'yn&Jlo'a Roa1denc,e at Wittenberg 

One a1 ty !n \'Jhieh Tynda l e 11ay havo resided has not thus tar baen 

aonsldered. The city ot Uittenber~ deserves spec,1a1 traa'tm9nt both bo• 

la.use a l'littenberg residence tor Tyndale baa been suoh a d1aputecl ques

tion• and also becauae ·of t he t :ramndoua Lutheran intluenoe whiah • 01114 

haTe been e:x:ertea through cseting nnd hearing lather personally. 

Littl e ne a be m:!.a about the ezten.t to Tlhiah 'l"ynclale woul4 have 

been 1nf'lucw.oe4 by resid!ng 1n W1 ttenbsrs. He would haTe heard tutbel" 

Pl'ellob in tbo Sohlosutdrche• ant 1n the oleasl'OCllllB where Luther and 

llalan.oht hon l eaturede perhaps even ha-v:e sat araun4 Luther•a tabla ant! 

listened to h1a f"ama-..us table talk. He would haft ha4 an opportunity to 

beacme aaqu.einted w1 th the llll!!lthoc1a and progrem by whiah the Retama~1oa 

weo be1n,s spreed. J1e wou14 haTe seen tt.e J11tnner 1n wh1ah the Otmaal1 

Bible was aaoepted by the OermaM and the etteat which S:t bad upc:r. their 

panonal re11g1cus 11Tea. 

It 1a neae3sar:, tbat we l!et1ne our problea ■cmnhat. 'l'here are ho 

par:lo11a of 'l',nd.ale'e Ute on the oont1Dent during whioh 1t le ecm.tee• 

tured that T,n4ale mQ' haYe been in ff1ttenb•1"8• 'Ille t:lnt :le the perioc1 

betwee::a ~ l.S~-4 a."l!! A,pr11 l.52.5■ at vhia'II two tln,a •• Jm0111 beyaa4 ~ 

4aubt that he was :ln ll!mlburg. The other la the pel'ioc! tram l.526 to l530e 

Bhmt~ after h:la Rft '1'estament hac1 been print.a en4 while it was being 

••ssle4 into atglen11. fte eldet pNpClllellt ot the latter nn la 'Mamben. 

· ll&Mrrer• the evidencte tor a Wl ttenbes'B 1'881clenee at tb1a t:lme le tar too 

NaDIJ' to 4eaerftt BQ amaua ocmalc!en:tian. 'l'beratore •• •ball an 
lab up tbe queat1oa ot a W:l ttmbers reei4enoe during those J9111"8• 
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We shall da 1 only with the tormer -.s.aw. aons:l4er1ng the probabi

llt:, or 'l'yntlale's res idenc0 1n W!ttan'barg during parts ot the ;years 

l.524 anc1 ]52,5. Tlu-augh a stuq ot the evidenc,e it is the opinion Gt 

this writer that 'fyndale J!ll reside in 'G'ittenbers at thla t!dle. lion• 

ner, besides preaont:l:ns t ho cni.clenee supporting thla new, an attE191i 

&ball also be r.nda to refute the arJlUDl91lta of those who reJaot a lllt• 

tenberg residence for ~alee 

It ought to be ruontione4 first ot all• that a trip to W1 ttenberg 

WOUl4 ·bG t he nat ural t hing tor Tyndale to 'UIU!ertaJr:e. M UJ.uatntecl :ln 

Chapter II he, had alroaq baocrnc, impressed with the doatrines wh1oh weN 

balps propaga tecl by hltJiel" ~nd was 1n syq,at}J1' with a rercmiaticm suoh 
' 

aa !Altbctr man earrying cu.t 1n 0eZ"lll!m¥• Wittenberg aee:ued to be aCIISlfhat 
\ ·-. 

ot a refuge t or young mn • ho were disaat1st1114 with religioaa acm4itlana . . 
1n their awn loaality ab.cl in &01!19 ,ray or cmother ba4\ 14ttiecl the eooleai;. 

astlcal authorit i es. J.u.ther himself seems to have b9en. cme ot tbe oh1at 

tourist attmatiana tor the aonHnental tnnrellu or. that day, u 1"' .) . 
ahOlrJl by the t:remenaous intluz ot atwtenta ot all mt:lcmallt:lea :lna 

llt1.enberg primarily tor the pu.rpoae ot seeing 8Dll heariDg him. Jt . . 

v~ be only nat~l that Tync1alee too, so interested in the oause ot 

,erona an4 espeota!Lly ot that aspeot ot ~ wbioh perta1necl to the 

P&ltl1aat1an ~ a Yel'Daoular B1blee wou.14 be interested !a see1ng ~ who 

ba4 ~oaampllshect wbat he wiabec! to aooClll)lish la his nat1Te BngJen4. 

Although this argument in 1 taelt 1a :ln no wiae ooaalualTe, t'beN :ls . . 
a44ec1 to lt all the welght ot ocmteaipoa17 maenoe, •111•11 attests a 

fttten~ rasld.anc,e. 
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Contm,pora~y ovidonoe 

In tite A!,ts .miqJ ~®nta. ot .1ohn Fo:!'Z3 the author doolares that i:At 

'l'yncJ le'e :f'imt dezlarting out of the Zoailr4 he took biu Joumey into tbs 

flu-thar pat-ts ~ Car.r.any0 as into Saxony, whoN he hlld colli'erenoe with 

l&t.tb.311' and ot1'0r learned nen in those quarters. 1120 

Ooobllll;l'..w. whose Jiost11U;y llnci aaused .Tyndale to suspend tb.e prin•• 

ius of his tra.11.slution at ColopC1, spe:1k:s ot Tyndale u.11 his emanuens:la, 

Hoye, ns •t\10 Englis ll Q!>f.\St.ates, who bad bean somotill111 e t i :lttanbffrg.• 21 

It n,at be remambeioocl that (loohlt\eLW wa,s in 611:lly oonwrsat:lon with tho 

same prin:tors tho h::cl beem working 1'or 'l'yna&J.o, and therefore ha4 a'bua• 

dant 1110ons ot asoartm1nin8 Jmo,1ledge eonoem:l11g his 1rsJJ.18c1iata !)ut. 

To th.is ti o testimony ot another ot 'l'ynda!e's. anamf.es rmst 'bs atlded, 

t hat ot S:\r '!'homos ;;"ore. I n ,his Jl&plQ:.'"'Uo. he oays that ea soon os llyn• 

clale left England be 11,;ot h.1.m t~ J.utber ,s traight," and also \h&t 11at the 

time of: hia translrttion ot tba Mew Testmmnt !l'ynclale was with !11.ther ot 
. 2'~ 

\Ut;tanbargo and 'tlla aontedemo, betlieen him and 1'.lther woe well tmcr.,n.a 

ma.a. in hio MS\1Qf J:2 .§!£~!!ml.• T:,ndale had 4en1Gc1 the obazp ot 

omtedoreay TJith I.u.thol', :Jore, lza hla Co:g.ty.tatg. then no longer aocnasea 

blm 01' aoCli"e4emcsy, but :repeats the aaael'tian that he was :l.n lttenlaerg 

with wther at this tir.ie . 

20 
Foxe, 22.• 911•• P• 119• 

2
,,._us, &• all•• P• 99. Ooablaaus pabl:labal! 't;bna aeOOUDta ~ 

bl■ 91lGOUll'9r wit.h Tyndale at Col.ope. In all three he att!nm a Wit• 
tabeza J.'8B111enoe 'for ~yntlalea 

22Deme.uso !m.• oit.o P• 99• 
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There i s o l etter oxt ant writton by Fbard .Le~, tho k1ns 's a lacmer, 

to ifonry V"..CII i n J.525, \"lhiah ass87.'tn the s < ~ thing. 

Please it. your hi s hnaaae uiorovo1" t o vnd.ornt,:,nd t h'3t l al'/19 oerto:ln• 
lie entormaa as I r~.aad 1n this oantraa t!'Vl.t an eaglistu:wn yo\lr 
subieot at t b$ soll1o1taoion and inatnunae ot l.11th0r with whoa he 
is het .t~ tranBl atf:ld t~ ne •. e t~stou:.ent in to Eln,zlisbo a nd · i t."1:ln 
t our dayos ent9ndetha to arrive 1th the same emprlnteu in Bngland. 
l neite ncrt to ad•A "l°Ciae y'i#l1.r sraoe ttha't inteot ion and aaunser moye 
ensue boar b_i e i f' it boo not u ithot onded. This io tha next gEIY8 to 
t\lli'ill Ycrt.~ realm:, o:ttb lutbsr-em.~ 

Altholl(.;h 'the ato,re let t e r does not mantion TyndeJ.e by N U1181 th3ro can 

be lit t l.e •,J-:>ubt, iha t ;.t; ret'era t o h:bn. First of' all, tho doaic:,naticm 

'l'yndelra i:,erfootl y . Soaondly , t he c1ato of' tm letter, »see~ 2 0 l.525, 

s.ho:,o t ll! t i t nas ritton Jits t abou.t t he time or s ho1•t l y bof ore tbe tiflla 

&t hioh Ty.1 nle ' s JI' w Teatament. wo11l d have been oamnlstsd. 

'l1ll0re is :ilso a lett er v•rttte:r. ~ Robert :R1tlloy 0 chaplain t o the 

bi shop ~ r..on one to lfsnry Cold. a hapl ,!Jin to -c ha Ar ch'b!Eihop o f Canter

bury-, t cl Feb:ro.ary 21h like ly ot the yes:r ]527. I n this letter Hidley 

rerore t o botn 'llyndnla a d ncyc, 1-Js urnnnif'oat luthemnae lleretilce~ .so 

npc,,Jtates, as dotll opynly ape!r not only 'by t heir cla:U y cont1nuell 

oo~any ~ l'em.11.arite with Luther ~ his d:lsolples.n21&. lust whllt tbs 

aouroe ot R:ldley's i nformation oonoo1'1ling Tyndal.e'11 aas ooiat1on w!lh 

23L. FnmkU.n Oruo.-, 7:111. ,D1:a1; 1Pf.1isb l!t! :tMt8199DJ .ta\l klhfE• 
·.la 1!IY. Jm.1itml l2 Jlhloh 'tYAO':?lo PJIJ! »PPIPOIP5 .DSa Jmhl£ .I!. f. 'l'DM• 
lAlaE (SUrllngtozu The latbe~aa J,.tterary ltoal'd, 1928), P• 31. 

~his 18'ter is f'mnd in ita f'Ull tcmn 1D 8"9£41 it lu. l::PSU,Bh 
~· !Y. PePwnta ~~ m ,!i.J!~ l£@.11.JllS~.~ !!A RBL~••J:a .2' lluL 
llUa ia §pgUsh. 15&5.,-~ ac11ted 'by Alfnd W. Pollal'll, London1 Oz• 
tord UniT81"811:, Presa, 1911), PP• 122•~• 
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luther weo, :le uncert in. It provlu-- u.'l, nonetheless. ~1th one more 

plo~e, ot 1SontEl!l3>oror".f evi dence toot ll&ssrts t ne.t 'l':_i1l~ ls had me,t and 

litWl?hr•y 11,;,rmouth., .. :;,ntionecl freiquentl.y previous4', was in l.528 

tried tor ing,or t:i.ng J.:-..itbars.n oolce a.ml ~,ndala' a Ne • !!'oats.111ent into 

•'l'hou ~,ert pt"i vy E1nd or oonnsel that the said Sir t, 1 lliarn lilltobiae- other

riso oallefl yndola,, and f'1~!0.r ~oye, or oSthe.'9 ot them, c,ent lnto Al• 

imyns (t;e . ey) , t o I.u.ther., tl\'91'8 to study encl leat'A bis saot, 11 Al• 

thOL\gh L:\.,nmn tb i t'l llis ,lef'enos 4e!l1.es some ot th• ohsz•ses placsed aga1not 

hi II lw dca no ~ d9J"4y th191 ~htch h9 oe:rta!nly would have 4ona hod 1t 

b3oa ti .. ls~. a$ 

41 Os ·Ln tho J~li:m etll.t1on of 'th9 answer of hsnry VIII to Ii&lher 

wr1tt l!ln in !5??' P~n~• eharsea .t.ather ·dth uina beak or Tynaale's trana• 

l'!Uon o~ tho N Tastament into EngU.sh. 26 Thia st~t~mant by Henzty VIII 

IIIIY be dDemgd of little :lm:r,ortanoe beoau.se ~t 1s possible thst it woa 

11arely a repetition ot what he had hearc! rram Lee, 

Ona aannot d:lsregar<l tha she01" weight of thia ~ntmnponey test;-

111,;my, llul"thezomora this io ummilllOtlB cm tba J>Bt"t or those who lhatl 

a.t '1.1ynO:tle1 s tim. Then is no one who asserto tha aontrary. ,1191; "l'l'D• 

tale 414 mt So to n1 ttenbel'g and spend SOllll!t tinHt there, Not •"n 1')'11• 

dale hl11aSolf'e as shall b() &brJwn in the f'ollo..dns, aen:le4 11. 

---·-----
~Dmaus, !m.• ~.t., P• 99• 
26tlmber, 21!.• All•• PP• 33t. 
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. The evidonoa that finally an4 detinltel,v aoneludas tb1s quaation 

tor Demus :ls ·Jiho ~ac t C:t>.at appE:l'entll, t l'lare was no pr1nt11'-& J>ft)SS 1n 

the o1ty o't Hnm !ll'G Qt thi s tlm9. 'l'he :!.mportenoo of t h i s ergumant i s 

t hat t hoso ,,110 deny T:\'Zldnl e ' s "i t tonbers res:lclenoa, maint ain t he'!i he 

rea ned i n liem.b1.,re tor t~ entire period f'rom 'ey, 1,524, until April, 

l.52.5 • De!!!iQUS makes this comr.ent a 

Ona oon.eit!er. t i on o.lone may eu.f 1'1ae to c!:lssipetG tor ever the 
hJ/J>othesia t ht,t CJ.1:ync'!al o e pont thct 11hole ot the t 1rat year of bis 
exUo in 1 embtir,ro . fle bed lef't England tor t he sole pu.rpoce ot 
preper.ing t or t he pre3s a tmn91Ctil'ln ot t he Ne\, Testemnt1 and, 
indeed, i t 1s c.n~erted b;y t ime 0 110 mlntnln t ha.t he n:m1necl 111 
&wbara, t 1• t ho printed t he Gospels of st. ttitow encl St • .lark: 
1n t t oity etor e April 3525. N0"111 thoush HombUrs vaa a woalthy 
ana ente!'pZ'iSi flS CO':MlBl'Oial to:111, 1t Ji4 J121 A!. ,D1 possess I. UD,• 
fW!.. nf inter. Printing dmo not a ppoar 'to ban bean 1ntroduoac1 
i nto t ho t mona~1- JDQking oolJDIDl t y t111 at1iar 'l'!'lldale • s man~1 
and in t b~so eiNU~x,tanoes, t ho t:tteor;v that he spent a whole JIMl:l" 
in a pl ace v.•here he a011l t1 not poos :l~ly aaoom;plish tha work

2
;or 

'Ohia il be b · d l e f t his hOIIKh my be d:lsmissc,c.'l as untenable,. 

Altho'..!gh ~ maus i!imelf' presento no evldenoe tor tbs laok ot pr1nt1ns 

fao111t:les i n Hamburs et t his t :lm, be aays that this te.ot b8a been 

eotabllohe by Dr. ,l.!a,.t1and end N f'c,rs t he fteder to bis booJc Esspa 

SB. la Retori4'zltion. page 371 and tollmlns. Assumlns t be t autt laien,; 

nidanae has baen preoentec1 to pl'O'le that there was no pass :ln Hem

burg, Demus• argument '7au.14 thron soir.e rathld' i 11Jportent v elgllt in 

taTOr ot e \''lttenbara rosidenoe. In any eYent 1t ro1ntoNea the acm

~ Gridenoe to ao:1e extent• as 4oes also the al"gW:19Dt preaatecl 

. 
27Dam:aws, •• In•• P• 98. UDc!m.-Uning ls thnt or Demaus. 
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'1lar 11mJ.e-..-, the 6otarm1n1ng feotor eliffera f'rcm tha'- or Demus. 

Although he tao spcaics or tha unanlmi t;v of aonten:r,orar:, -,v1denae the 

ultimate '1Vld~naa r~at o on a disaovcry h9 made himself. Be t3lls us 

the folla:11'1f: story, 

I 0 111 bo.ppy to l a:-,, baf'ore the reaaer evidanoe-~hithetito overlooka40 

th~h it ba:3 boen i n print far ninety-five years•-wbiah all but 
settlea t he 11wt ter. I n t he reg iotorEJ of t univers:l:ty ~ , it• 
tenberc wo read t ,iat q.d).belrgue Aqy_@ lpndino, i'Jillia Roye or 
Londo11, m t r iou.llat ecl on June 10, l.5:5, 1110ra tru:r.n o year after 
Tyndul e 's departure fi'Oi11 England. So tar, so goods but here is 
'l'fnde le's MIiie'? One se r.olleG for it in va:lna asn he havo resided 
in tlu to\lr& uitno11.t rintri au.lutin(~? But etayl /,, :,eu earlier a 
ne.;43 meet s ouz- e os • t hio,, at onae auakens cu.r intoreat. This is 
~ ttM.es wn Emez.•9en ot HembuJ."ll, nepbcr.1 to the widow Uargare~ YCD 

Imr o n uho entel"'"coainad Tyndale .tiw years later, when be visited 
t lat o! ty. This YOWJS man matrioulatea an .i.lay 30, J52Ja.1 and in 
aloae rw:\gbbaurhood to bi· , under data Mny 27, stands the name 
ru&,iJ,l,ft~ l\'4-1\iJ!:\ a Angl.',u. r11111am Daltiai trcm Bnglam\. Wbo 
iu t his? 

l'f; 1aa n:i. Reineke, the dirootor or th0 fle.mbul'g StaataBJ."Ghiv, who 
ousgos teci to me that William Tyndale lay here aonoeale~. In4ee4e 
it ~,as he t int brought to il\Y notice the abovo entries i .n the 
nmtriaulation lists I tar up 'till then I hed taken for grantod 
that til!1 t'l ittenberg reglators 'baa bc:,ea thoroughly sea:rab.a4 by the 
lnveBtisators of a hundNd yeers ago. I telt at onee that be was 
ria htJ tor tho date exactly tallies t1itt1 . !onmouth's narrative, 
Devortbaleca for two days I could give no explenatlon or tbe nam, 
Daltioi. I oould not treas it cs e plaae DD.aJBe or e. t'am:lly name. 
QI." a Christian na-na. Its form ssemo not at home in Bngliab, or 
Lutln.0 or 1n any othar tongue that Tyzaci•1le was likaly to use. 
ait suddenly it tlashea upon me that by Nveraing the two syllableD 
ot !ipdql yo11 get Da lt:ln, whiol1. only u1ts·ers from p;, ltiei by one 
letter. 'l'he prei!lent ft1!11ster 1s wt e oo,p:v ot the original. ana. 
it tho OOJ>!•1st w.s1'8od t he f'inal latter, all bsaomas olear. In 
,hostt pe:rlloua tias it vas oonaon eDOU(Jh tOI." mn 'to disgu.i&e 
tbe:lr names. Robert Sarnes la entered in tbe tiS.ttenbel'g resister 
ot 1533 as A,ptoniy ~I• th.OU.Sh his reel nan, \faa a&!ed iD the 
margin by ~lanoh'thon. 



t!ost aoholars .1ho hove '1r:l. tten since the appearanoo ot !lOzley' s book 

in 1937 he,19 accepted hi s vier., thrit tha at"oram ntioned ontry in the 

Vr1ttenbe<"g Un17er3ity ra•~ister does Z'efe to William Tyndale■ Certain• 

ly 1t is pleus!bl e . 

?iozley also preoents ::sb:na otll.9r ev1denae which ;1e have not yet 

mentioned, a lthough Us importaa,..oe may be q,uast:1.oned. hen Tyndale 

•rote to !'onmauth in 1525 aski • him tor finanoS.el aid, he sent vith 

that r equest a • 11 'tt l 9 treatise.• I t is i Iozley' a be lief that tb:!.3 

traat1oa 1o BI.Lgenhegen's I..,~te,r, .19. ji..m, English• Contained in ~•n

bagen1s troe.tise i e the at;atemont, nw,_ oould not but l"8Jo1oe, dear 

brethreni, ville?! we heard that in ,:nsland also the gospel or thG glory 

or Ow bas a d report, eta.• Sinoe Tyndale 1s tbl!I only Enslisbman 

in t .e v1o1n1ty of l71ttenbarg at this tim, ~loy teel.D 

thet ~ ~en1s baari D!,i or conditions in England ratleots Tynaale's 

prosenue • ond furthor omjeaturea that Tyndale may have had a band 

Din ttia roak:1ns thereof," narmly1 of Bugel'lhegan•a letter.29 

H7.!ley a lso :t'oele that there may be traae3 of' 'l'ynclsle'o intluenae 

111 ll&the1•1a letter to Henry VIII. In it I.uther u:auaes himself' tor hla 

violont onala,Jgiit ago.inst the king and explains that he had been 1n

f01'1119d that it was written not by tho kine himaeli', bl.Lt ratbal' by ol• 

aey. lilozley f'eels thot ~his bit or inf'ol'IJl!ltlon (false thougl 11 mlsht 
· 30 ban been) !u all likelihood was supplied byi',YDdale. 

A1'hC1JSh :lnf'luenoe exel'te4 by 'l'yn(lale in botb Bupnbapn'a lat'8r 

291JWl• • PP• .54f • 
30DH,., PP• SSt • 
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and 1n 1Althl1r's l stt er i s plaua!ble9 it cloes not ep_pear that by them.-

88l'98s t hey carry an.v s reat weight. 

'l'be acntra~ , viec at >.Dcleraon and othen 

Ur. Christopher J\nder son, in his &malo 2t tile EnsUsh Bible. aam

plotely d1ecs0'.mte a 1:71ttenberg r as :i.dence -ror 'l'ync!ale. He olaim .that 

!.!ore' s s tatemsnt t ha t 'l'yndale '118 S with 11.ither ea be tl:laproved by' t 0 

taota. ll'ir i3t o~ all , .. ,hen ~iu4ale read More's charge ot h1a being oor,.

te:tsr at e ,vi th .wthe:;:o he Jn'-keS the follow1i.g denia l in his Anpwe; 1a 

Wi£ ?:b<nrui (ioN' o pit>;\O(ltll a u And wb.ea More. soi th Tyndale was conte4• 

mute :vith h it her9 'iibat :le not the truth.• Seaanclly-9 in Li>Jmllauth1s 

aaoount ot hi s assoe1at1cm wi th T~ale9 in vbioh he apealm el.so at 

thoss Brm3 :years uruif:ir cons1dorat1on9 m mention :le made of a Wl tten• 

bars res idence . For .Anderson this settlos the ma.tter1 boweTer the 

fallao!es 1n his ara:umO!lt a hell b, sho:m bela.1. 

Al24ersan then goes on to say that vre 1111st ask OIIJ."selves baa Iuther 

•as oooup1o4 et this time. HI.a claim 1a that Illther was too busy wl th 

his cllttioulties wit h Carlstadt at this thle to baTe anything to 4o 

•1th rm exile from England.31 It might be adc!e4 at this pointe aa 

others who oppose a W:lttezabers raa:ldenoe read1~ 4o9 that lt •as cllr1Da 

th:la aame. year that Luther was narrlec19 8114 that also JlllOh ot his t;S. 

4ur1ns wh1ob. 'l'yn4a.le ls supposed to haYo resided ln Wi ttenberse lllthelt 

was oec,uple4 1D attelqptec1 noonoiliatj.an 1D the Peuant •• war. 

3~be 81'BUIDEll1trs ot Yr. Anderson 'ba.Te been ,.,,,.,.,rtzecl fl'CIII his book 
Dia ADMJI Slf. llul IP8lish Bibla (IDDt!m11 WllliBII Ploku'1Ds. 18la5) • n, 
.\5•52. 
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Ratutat1on or the view ot Anderson 

The positi on or Anderson hes been amply retute4 by Daamua 1n hia 

blosrapby or 'l'yndele. Both he and others. notable amcma them being 

1aoobse nake mueh of tha tacst that 1n '1'yn4ale1a denial in his .Apsyc 

».. §.U DoZ!Ml i2m,'s .Q!alogue he aoao not cleey that he bacl been '171th or 

met IAlthere but rather don!es that ho was oontedemte with lllt;her. A 

eloaer examinaticm of Tyndale's otatemsnt abolrs thllt t~1a :la tl'll8 aJl4 

11ho v,CJUlct de~ tha t thel"G 1s a norlcl ot 41tte1'eDC!le between meeting 

SC111aOne encl be1116 oonfederate with him. 

As to JU derson • o use ot Mcmmollth • s ocsoount to 41apl'OTO a W:l ttan• 

berg l'OB1denoe 1 t 1s polnta4 OLL't that Mo.l1D011th had no 1ntent1011 ot 

slvlng a OQJQ>let o pioture ot '.l'ynclalo1s IIONIIINlta c!urins thla tlma. 

Rathor. he t1es only pointq OLLt tor tbe benefit or hie aaauaers what 

bla aasoo:lation with 'l'yndale bad been. oa both ot these points .I.D4el"

BOID'a ergumanto tall dCffllle 

In regard to Luther's having been too bu:, at tbla tim to have 

anything to do with ~le DallaWI saya tbat 

The Oeman Retcmnel' wu 9 1nd•4• busily oaaup1a4 1n what was me 
ot the most eventful yean ot the Retormation1 an4 • • • be 11111' 
ba,re been scmnbat abarp 1n Id& treatment ot appcm.enu1 but auoh 
u~nts9 besides :lDTOl'riDS a gross Smputat:lan apan ao noble a 
soul• •au14 not. "811 it tl"llee prcmt tbat !'yndale 414 Doi go 
to W1tteaberg. W:lttenbera waa9 111 taot. tlMI bead1uanen of 
tba D811 movement t!lal was qitatina all Darope1 lfi -• - Dab 
George ot ~ at:,1e4 1t1 •lhe csamaa aaylua ot all apoatatea1• 
•Te1'7 man. in 8'f'fJry OOUDtl'Y• who 1cmga4 tor aC11111 ftf01'lllt1cm of 
rel:lst.aa. an4 whose op:ln:lona 1'8D4eftt4 hill olmadaua to the aoole• 
aSut:leal autborltlN1 tloekelt to W1ttm'bel's1 an4 tor tba all the 
a.1111111 RetOl'IIIU' ha4 a beeny welacaa1 after hill lll8l"l"Sage h:la hauL 
•as op• to their "18Sts1 81111 • •• be•• eaay enough ot aooeaa.~ 
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I n this rite:-•a opinion the f1.ne l atumbl1113 blook to /t.lldenan •• 

op1D1on is th'.> preoanoe1voa noti<"ns 1'i th ,hioh hs appl"O&ohos the pro'b

laL He cpp.,rent l y sate out ,1th the purpose of attemptlua to prOV"e 

the ebsoh&te indapcrul nee ot 'l'ynd."'1 l e no then a.ttem!1ts to f'i t a ll svi• 

dance into th1o presup1:· s1t1on. 1!or emrnple he never treats, at least 

not ee1•iou.oly, 't os0 points on D.ioh 'l'yndala !e evidently and m.Ditestl.y 

cleponaent upon Lu.tt18l". Furtl't.el"IJlOre, he seem to 4o everything possible 

to de81'ade mther in the eyes or his ranler, oritla1s1ng hi.111 an tbase 

Tel')' points f'cr wh:Loh lu'ther i a to 'be moat admired. Allo\'laDOe DIAS\\ be 

mode because o_ the taot tlmt he u:rote more than a oentvy aao, mt 

hio Yer subJ~ative ~pp1"0aoh to the problem is dittlaglt to tolerate. 

I a. the, m,9ir, tl?.osa others 11.bc> haft dsnied a 1 ttanberg resiclenoe 

tor 'l'ync!ale have f'ollc,;,ad, w1 tb sor:ie am,plitieatlan, tlle argunBnta used 

by Andv• on. Two authorities ,ho seam to laaYe the question open 11ho 

nw,t be runt i oned, ho eTGr, ara Rupp and l'ieatoott. Rupp aays tbe t la 

aplta ot all aonte.raporaey erich1noe he still bc,Uefts that Tyndale may 

D°' beve gone to ittenberg. 'l'he only avidenae he pro4wses to prove 

this is that he f'eels Sp:.llatlD uould .bave lcnmn hia ha4 he been there, 

allll Spalatin nivoa no 1nc1ioation o~ tbla in hia diary entry mntlom4 

Pl"eYiow,ly in ~his ohapter.33 Weatoott, altbouah he does not dsny the 

poaaibllity or a Tiitteaberg H■idenoe1 pnton to leaft tbe quatloa 

open,~ as does also Hoere • .35 Jlolre,ra, ~ana ~ these pnsent arsumnts 

33ocncm Ra&pp, 6U HIIFIE• et 1Mll1h Bolis&S• JSQ-lm.9. (Hft 
tnJr:1 lill'par 8114 Bro■•• 19.57), PP• • 18f'. 

3'1westootto S• ab.•, Pl>• 29f • 

~. ml.• .ul•• PP• ~f'. 



•blah are 1D any way original, or are wortby at any further aons1dera

t1on 1D our study. 

Oonaluoion 

In to.var 0£ a rat t enberg rea1denae nv.wt be mentioned, besldaa 

lJeo.J1&u.s &.nd rbley, auoh raputable soholers as Mo11lton, Oame&-0ne Jaoobs, 

Po11art1, Smith, "ct1bort 0 and a hos t or others. 'l'he ocns1ciered aonolu• 

sion of suoh a group, added to the ~alsht or aontem,porary evidence, 

oonstrairw us to aooapt o personal maot1ng or Tyndale ed l&lther 8D4 a 

res1donoe of at l9aat sor..e rsJDntils in a.ttenbers on tha part or. 1l'yndalo. 

Jioltevor., it s~e!llS th1:1t so:.e thinss tWSt be !a!lpt in ,a1na, in Ol'der 

tiiJat this po int: is not cne!'emphasized. First of all, a titteDberg l'eOi• 

dcmoe ot 'l.1yndale dc0s not prow an intimate assoo1at1on between the two 

1Den. It dere not hf.: f orgotten tru:t wther was busy at 1;bis time and 

that 1':vndole as not blesaea with an extrover, personality uhioh mede 

speedy and cloa• fr1enclsh1ps. '1'11e f'aot t ~at neither Tyn&.tla nor J.utbel' 

refer to auah an aaquaintanoe seems to dispel a oonolus1on ao gl"8D4iose 

as •'l'yndal sa" .wthel", an4 upO,r JwL inpJadiate @Jnqtiop. tl"8Dalote4 the 

Gospal.u encl Epistles r1hile at \?1ttenberg.a36 If' Tyncale did sit at the 

table ot ?iErtin wthar listening •to hia wondel"f"Ul 'table-talk:', as hs 

sipped h1s beer in trien!lly. aoatal interaoune.■37 one geta tbe im• 

preaaion. Jmowina 'l'yn4ole'a personality to be what it •es• that b:la 

36; ... mtbmly J'J.'c1u4e, mu9EY .et io:JMO la!a 111&.aJ.l 9'. •eiax 
12 lllf Pee:':h at lli&•bflh (Lmulmu· J'u'Jrel'■ Son, and Bca&m, 1862). II, 
31• V~liniag is the Nspons1b1Uty ot th:la writer. 

37:n-eu, &• al•• P• 103• 
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P81't1o1pat1on in en:, su.a h eon,r1riel1ty w011ld have been more reserved, 

encl it i s l ilcel y t i1at enr.,ng t he orond in wther'es bonl9 he w011ld have 

soercely been not1oed . ~ th's CO/Jlllll9n.ts on tldo mtter seem to be nr.,s t 

aooeptabl e , 

I t is 1)1"obal>le t na tr. wllat with hie politias and his honeymoon" 
!l.lther had little t i me to ba i nt erested in the projeots ot on IID• 

k:D~~n sobol.ar. Besides , at no time was he likely to be int1111Bte 
wi t h a rmn \'ibo onl y drank •small single be-er• • • • • ff~ ever, 
Tyndale must have beon thrilled by t he torre.n'Ha l eloquence ot 
Luther i n t bs Casit l e Churab, must have besn an attentiw lis tener 
t.o r. lanohtllon•s l eot ures, o.nd ftlSt have reJoiosc'I in ha,ring acaeas 
to e gooa U braey. .Bu.t not hing , we may be sure, dist:racted him t or 
l ong f:mm his ,;ork he hed ao ;:ie to do. Ws can i ;:msine him world.as 
day by day on hi a t ranel at1on-...,,or~ n« alone, e nd by bir.:selt.38 

I t UJ.Wt s s t ate d t urthel"lmre t hat t he aaoeptanoe of a _t':lttenber g 

reo1c,onae i n no ,,ey dogmclea or detreots f ro; the ohsraoter and soholer

abip of ·,:U l1em T:,n~al e . Although the f'olla,1ing quota tion tram Rupp 

daos not ref or SJX3oit1oelq to Tyndale's N s i denoe at ittenbal'g, it 

fG need not be ashemad or af'ra14 to aolmoYlledge t be full :lndebl• 
etlneso of the English RetomlSl'a 1io tbeir m.-etbren on 1ibe Coatlne111. 
tic, ob.ell be wise 1:f.' we reruoe to 1Dl1 ta te those historians who 10ft4 
to glorify sane imegS.nery and spland:1.4 iaolat:lon o~ the English 
Oh~h, as tl'1ough thece ~ere something inheren'tly disreputable 1D 
borrowi ng frail al>roac!, end who ahiad et the worci •Continental• with 
aonath1l'J8 of t he blushing a't'eraion ror the word or e tl'Bdil t1onal 
epinater.39 

. 38smt.th, S• .9&1., P• 288. Smith's mtbe:r humorous nf'erenoe h.91'9 
to Tynl!ale's drinld.ng but •aall single bee:r• ls an allusion to llm• 
IIDuth•a aoo01mt or Tynl!ale's litte with hlm :In lonc!m, ot whioh he aay&o 
'i'ynckle stua:lod most part ot th9 day ond ~ the n!.,Jht at bis bOolE1 and 
ha •au.let eat but sodden 1118Dt by his good will , and. c1rink but small oln• 
sle beer,• quoted in Danaua, a• SU•• P• 67. Although lt ls unlllmly 
that one pined admlttanae to J.Mthe:r'a hama throuah aonswnption or beer, 
:Lt does ae• apparent that there :la a el.ash :ln the pers onality types ot 
the two men. 

-"Rupp. Ob4Su. .&a 1bl. 1:Ja1dng -at lhl. a,u.,n zn,ta1t101r ZEIAAt;tgp 
(Cmabr1dgea Un1verait:, Prass, 1949), P• 47• 
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'l'Yiffl!\LE'S D PIBDBlmE ON Wl'HEH AS A TRAtiSlA'l'<m 

T-,1ndale'a .Bible 

B!Jfozie we take up t he main probl8!11 of thia chaptel"e Tiz. 'fyndale's 

tlependenoo or independenoe in regard to the translation or the Bible, 

1t is neceos!ley that soma pral1minsry aOUJ111tnts be r.!Jl!lde oanoeming 'tbe 

DBture end ilnportanoe of Tyndale's translation. and also what helps 

other than Luther's .t-!ev, 'l'esteinent 'lync!ale ocxu11.1lted. 

Boae general atatemont;s oonaerning the Noeption whioh ~dale's 

translation has betSn aaaorded 011'1 'the high ra.Puta in whioh 11; is held 

are certainly in ordar. Ru.pp says that 

We caunot; understand the f'1rat deDa.da ot tbe English Ref'ormat1on 
unless we recognize thst the edition 9f tha &zgllsh !f&r1 'l'eatament, 
wu its eupre·2e1 event • and that it, and the other B1bl1oel trans
latimw t olla:1i ng0 fc,11 Into a more important aategory than the 
theologloal Y1rit112gs of tbe Reformers. 'rhe great battle tor tha 
vernacular s cripture wcs by no muns settlea in 1,526, and yet the 
que.Uty or Tyndale's work rnade thle the 4eo:lsiTe blmr.1 

R. Dl!lnulus makes the tollold1J8 atatament1 

Ot the merits ot the EngU.sh Bible and ot .Ste inf'luenae upon all 
Engllsh-apealdng people vho :ls able to treat aaaquately? And 
this Engliah Bible, 1t 111118t once rnora be repeated, ia tho wm."lc 
of 'l'yndalea ls tar the greeter part eaotly wb.'lt he :nade it, end 
in every part speak:a in t.tat style whiOh he intwsed into it. 'l'hat 
mcqu1site .telioity ot language whlah 118a llllde 11; lloar to the hmrts 
ot all olassea. wh1oh bas oaast:ltutecl it a t1'118 national ve&alll"e • 
it oaes to 'l'yndale. Mia tranaletion was no dead p:leae of lea1"'1184 
labou.ra it was inst:lnot with the llf'e ot the mn tat pro4uaed i'ti1 
:lt T1aa t1'119 fiord or r.o4 trana'!llttoa thl'oush tha eganoy ot one to 

1K. G. Rupp, SSM4t9 &a lllt JlaldPf! .at llltl. IPslJ•b P£95H"85 ta.• 
MHRP: (Cambzoidge1 IJD:lYBra:lty Pres■, 1911.9), P• 48• 
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•hem t bet l ord \'las not an outward letter, bu:t; the Yery 11t'e ct hla 
soul. It i a on t hi s acoount t h~t the 1nd1"1iduality ot Tyndale ia 
i nseparably asaoo:lat ed Tlith tho English B1'ble; 11:a tone and spirit 
ha'Ve, i n a certain s ense, o~ :traa hims no re"lislcm baa enr pre• 
sumed to touoh wha.t 'l'yndal e has s tamped on i t1 no progress ot aohOl• 
arsh1p 1s ever l i!tely to ettaae f'rcm 1 t that whioh malrea 1 t t:ru.J.y 
'l':,ndel e I e tlOl"!c. 2 

And Hoara, CQillmanti 111g on t he llngu.istia cshftraoter1stios ot 'l'ynclale•s 

gork encl the formative effeot !t has baa upan the Ensl,1eh ~ se, says, 

Far :rron vul garising the Bi ble by l o:verins h!a standard o:t lan• 
E:ltaga clo»a t o 'the popul ar l evel (as though e man should aesoen4 to 
r ender Shakespe:J1r s •s Canodies int o the dialect ot the mdem tane), 
ha l i fted t he ocmmon lan,cJUege, 1n e trwt nobility ot homeliness, 
up t o t he subl ime l evel or t he Bi ble. HG work.ea, like a sa:na an4 
s01!.lld s mhol.sr, on tho pr inei pl oa at grer:nar and philology. Be 
ende~"JOIJ.r ed , S.n n s p1r1 t ot unpedantia a1naer1 ty and acmsoiantloua
neGs , t o f'incl out hat it v;as that eaah saarea wr!t er hal! masnt 
to say, lllnd t hen t o 11ay it in plain and vigorous Sexan•Engllah with 
al l the i dlomtie s1JDp11c1ty1 end gmae9 ancl stateliness whioh 
Oharacter1se t he Authonsecl Version, and which 0\11" latest revlsen 
mi••ht with e.e-.mnt e.'-ie heve been more jealous than t hey mva been to 
amulate and proserve. 3 

These testimonies aa t o tha qualit:, ot Tyndale'& woric are only 

r epreaetntat :t\~e ana oould be nul t 1pl:lou endlessly. .Rtrhaps the moat 

foraetul test UlOD¥ ot all es to t he :importance ot 'l'yndale1a t ranslat1CD 

is the intl uence it hes exer.tod upon eva:ey subsequent Engllah trans• 

laticm t o appaer. Ever:, English Yenion ot the Bible f'raD Covezrdale 

4o:,n t o tha~ ot t ha latest revbicm ot the Reriae4 Standard Version l a 

4eepl.J' 1nclebtecl to William Tyndale. 

In our prosent Bible eighty pe:r oent ~ Tyn4ale has beflllll retaiDea 
in the Old 'l'estamant and nlnet:, par oent in the Hn, em4 Sn spite 
o:t ~ revls1o.ns almost every aentenae la substantially the same 

2R. Damaua, Jlllinm 'hwJalt• j ll9SJ'IW (Lonctaru 'l'he Rellgioua 
'l'reot Socsiety, 1 ) 1 PP• 44St. 

3s •. w • Hoare, DI. Jr91utlgp .et DI EPsU1h Bt'bl,o • a H1st9£1ga1 
fPre1iu at .W. Sygqa,ntya Jarsioy ZEs J3§2. .ta Ja§.5. (Londan1 Zohn lllr-
1"8¥, 1901), P• 10?• 
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no TJncJale v:rote it. No greater tr1bu.te ' omlc1 be pei4 to Ilia in
dustry. aobol.ership. ena genius. To him wo cme t'he excteading 
beauty r:na tmu!cr ~oa ot thG languego of our present .Bible. F~ 
felioity of cliotioa onil s .. or dignity or rhythm. Tyndale never bas 
been, and 11evor oan be, Sl\rp&oaed.4 

Rupp adds th£t it is esti 1t ed tivlt of the words used in Tyndale's Mn 

TeGtement savent;v- i':h'S PG!" oent have aurvivod into tha Rensed Version • .S 

And in &nQther boo!:: t be sana author cleo:t.eNs that awo who speak the 

tongue whiGh Sh k:oopea:r.'O oi,oko baocuse '!'yndala m do the English .N• 

'l'estam.ent, have given him bis best tll9Ul01"1el 1n that English Biblo wbioh 

incorporated his best r.ork.~6 

Although no't a l l ht1v-a apokeli so energetioally in taTOr ot Tyndale's 

&lel:lah dible, yet t lii.9 :ls t he p:reponderanae ot opinion, not only amoa,g 

the uaJor1ty of eeholara., but also mnong the best. Inaapendent ot the 

question of" 'l'ynclalo ' s dependanae on Luther, it aast be attirnae4 that 

Tyndale hes rendered an innansa s errice to tbs Engl:lsh-spealdna worlcl 

1n bringing to lt t he Bible in the vernaouler ena also in the pOlfel'ftal 

influence he h..~tJ wielded in the shapins of the EtJ&lish language. 

The first ~clition ot !l'yndale.'a NP Testa•nt appeared in 1,526, 

pr!nte~ in the city of ~ orms. Although 11or!c bad been begun at CologDo. 

1t 11as interr-.ipted end halted by Coahlaeus in Ootober of l.52.5• Com

platec?l aome aiz IIIOllths later at WOl'IIIBe it appearecl in ho f'orause a 

quarto edition enc! en oatavo edition. Orig:lnally tbNe t;hauamul of' 

ltw1111am DDllmm, tlillimn TYDfn'le, b, ,.,,,or 2t lh\l IPSU8 11 
l&.lt& (Conaordic Pllblisb:I.Qfl House, n.d.) • PP• -; . • 

SB. G. Rupp, ~ ttken ~ Srsll•b. '.Rel,1g1ap.. 1522-J.?92 (Rn York:, 
Harper and Bros., 1957l, PP• 1~. . 

~. §!YAl,11 J.a lbl. lllld,PB cat ,_ R'frllsh Prot;MHRS TnOtt;lpp, 
P• 199• 
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eaoh were printea, mt through subsequent editlans it is eatlmatecl tlmt 

thirty tbouoond Uaw Teatamnts round their way into Englan6. btant 

toclay are only one copy or th!I original quarto edition and two oopies 

ot tho ootavo edition. The vorioua teehnlc,al queat:l.ons aonaem1ns the 

Pllblioatton, printeff•• eta., or Tync!P.le'·s 31blo do not here eonoern ua. 

In the firs t edition Tyndale pran1se4 b:ls real!el'D a reTis:lon. It 

w:ee &lo. :in appoor i ue,. First com 3'oya's revision of Tyndale's !Jew 

'l'eetarlt)nt, to ·,1hioh Tyndale was opJ>OSed and for vhloh he sarawl)' 08D• 

sured Joye. li1o wmth OV81" Jo:,~a•s p81"'Nned edition prompted bill to 

hw.-ey his cmn reviston0 uhioh appear~d nilh minor aban,aes in l.534• 

'1'1ndalo novei• co111>leted his translation of the 014 'leat&DDat. Tbe 

Pentateuab apponred i .n the yee 1.5301 and 1ta :NYielon :ln l.534• Tbe 

only oth<tr portion of tba Old TeD'tament that • know r.ltb oarta1nty 

that he published \'JU t hct book ot lonah, elthoush it la generally be

lievea that ~yndale bed aamplC!lted the 014 Teatmmnt es f'ar as tha book 

ot Nehemiah, onci that these hitherto unpubU.ehed boolm were 1nOOl"J)Ol"II• 

tad into tlatthew•a Bible. 

Tyndale's Helps in 'l'ranslation 

'l'b.e task ot tn.malat1ng the Bible mm-e than fcur hundred years ago 

41ttarea wlclely 1'rorll any euab present clay attempt. It is only natural • 

.bollever, that we ask what text 'l')'Ddala used fl'Om wh1oh to translate an4 

•bat other aids ant! belpa he ba4 open before hlm. 

J>laeOUDti- tor the JDDBDt the aharses ot those r,hO 1mpup 'l'J'n• 

dale'• aobolarablp i,, uaert1na that his New t'e■lamaDt wa• •nl.¥ a 

tl'BDSlaU• ot ■me otlulr t11111SlaHon. anct asSU!ld.ne that he tftll8late4 
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frorra the Greek, ou:r f'ir.st question obrioaal:, ccnaerna itself' tdtb whleh 

text be used . Althoush t he qu89tlon would not oaour to a modern trans

lator the deoi s ion of uai na the 1'\tin or Greek wars an l mportont one tour 

hllndrecl yoors eg0. \';yol1f'1"o h9d tmD:Jlated ~111 the V11l3a te0 as had 

others. Tyndale decided. hcmf)vor, to f'olloc wthor's exBl!lPle and trer.s

late di.roct l y ~rom the or i inol Grsek. ~he s tate ot t he Greek text et 

tbct ti:ne i s poi nted o t by tmlton: 

Unt il t ho ear l.516 aot more t hen siz or se•n ahaptera or the Gre,k 
!i.'est ai ent bad !:>Jon pr inted and publ:lsbe41 the saore4 book was ao
aeosible in. manuscr i pt only. In that year Eruonuc•s first editicm 
ot t bo Oro13k Te::atamsnt uas Bi,von to tha world. It iG obrioi.a tbat 
t ho correatneos or t h is printed ta:t would doped cm the exoellenoe 
ot tm Wlnuaoripts !'l"Om " h:l.ah it wa s deriYed. These me1111aarlpta 
( f'i:vu 1n ~ ber) ore Btill at Saale, where tha wlwne wes prmted 1 
a-Cd 1hon t he s cl enoe of te::tua l ar1tlo1am besan to be studied '11th 
cm:e, oohohtrs \°lore e t pains to e:mmlna them and e stinate their 
Wiluo. l?ot one ot t hese manuaar1pts io cmoient. The most Yelu.a• 
ble ot t ho 1"1.ve ,,as wr itten i n tb.ll tenth aentu.ryi t o thi.e: mnu• 
sar1pt . ha:1ever 0 E."8.GllllS ssSIIB to have attached but lit tle ,ra.luch 
In t he C-ospels Erasmua ~ollaned elaost entirely a nranusar1pt writ• 
ten 1n t he l l f'tocmth aentu.ry . Detore 'l'yndale'a earliest tranale
t1on , a placed in t he printer's hands0 Bnl.G'llillS had publ:lohed t hroe 
oclltions of' t ho Greek tr.~+.. the thir.1 bearing the dato l.522. 'l'yn• 
dale ,may ~.ave lwd i n his pooaess ion 1GDJU1Sm"ipt aopiee ot t t.e Greek 
'l'aotauwnt, but t bel'9 aan bo no doubt that he 4a full uoe of tho 
resu l t s of Er .:isms•a l a boura 0 and thnt t ha printed te:rt 'R&B t be 
booi e oi" his tranalation.7 

Damaaas aaya t he. t 

no Greok: 'res t amant was 1n n:alit;y aoaessible to him, exoe_pt that 
ot Brasmus, uh!.ah had been arlginally printed 111 1,516, am! or vhloh 
a oeaond e aiticm appeared in l519o amt a third 111 1522. From 'tbis 
third ed1't1on ot EraBDl,IS it aan be 40lll0DStrate4 tbat 'l'yDdale m ,da 
Ilia English vera1on.a 

HolleYer tbalton pl'\lsents 11ho1i seam to be inoontl"OYel'tablB eri.c1enae lbet 

7w. 'B. hblltoa. la. llif59£¥ atlbl Brrl&lb Sibl•, nrieed b7 z. H. 
lb&lton 11114 w. "8. lbllton, Lonc1on1 Cbaa. H. ire~, n.ct.). P• 7U• 

8 
Dlmlus. S.• Jd1•• P• l°"• 
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'l'Jndalc, tll not W'J9 any one., ot raB:ll.l3 1 tbrao od1tlone exolusiYel y, but 

ftlthM" 11:!ad h is emu. Jut1an>:n1t aoneam1am tl:D .cl"iant rei,di "Bo somt1, 

profor~n t ~ r1rat ond second editions to thO th11'4.9 

V•outaot"G in Jl:1rit1cmlor han aoserte6 tl'!nt though 'l'Ynctale usec't blB 

O'IJn Ju~nt, ha wus to qui.to Ft ~ t exten~ dependen, upon tha Defl 

JAtlra Vt1?!'ait.1f1 ai1ioh ·•d uoo ~ niea ~l"Ol'J!illn • G:.-aoic t!lxt. fie oaya a 

1th 

I' •o~ -· o lta:.ev o one othar au hon ty who t-.r.d ~ 1.or lntluonco 
up n .111c:hilo ~ban t o Vulrt.oto or Wt;har. ~ho OroaJc t.o:tt or tbe 
Ni ., c,sta.--a3r1t publi o heu:l !>y l!mS.'!1.181 wb1oh Tlnclalo nsoesaerily ult94o 

'Nl occ • _ eni(:d iy on ori. in.--=l Latin version in .nioh Erao:a10 
&i1.hf'f.11 i.y Z'Ondore t he t,ext he hsd 151nto6. 'J'hts 'tnnsbt.lan 10 

• ~ry t -qu ntl y f ollor,ea ~ ~1ntlnlo . · 

li'li'tlo doubt ttx t ~'ynuale wee aoquointod r1ltib tb1 

odition on lik l y bnd it f OI".iJ b i '• it SQ3fiJ3 unU!Colj' t,mt he used ii 

to tho • nt h1C11 e:avcott; wwld 11:1,vc, us ballove. 

lt ia a • o qui to cortaia. end this baa been more fraq1&91lll:, eaG.,._ 

t do t t 'l':fnd lo 1100d tlu, VUlgoto to uome e:toni. On oaca ion ho bas 

bona ottm.• ud ,1th Dl31"el:/ tronultit1ng this Letin vera1on. .mbart pro

• oeo uzt1•101ent a,ritlsnoe to pi-ave tha~. cltnou,en ind,btGd in so rl!I woy3 

to tho Vuluote, 'l":,nc!ale as.cl not toll.OIi thlo varst.on bltr:tll:,'• ll 

:'Ope• on lo otmr bmlt11 baa 31.tMes~d t bot T:,n&le was bacn,lq 

dependent upon 1:,aU.t'f'e's tmmlntlon, and - nh 1 ln earaol!l9D'I. w1tll 

this propuool. Beolas his oplnian i n lttl'!~ Qpon GolrdDar foJJe ~ • 

'~lton, 8• all.•• PP• 73•'78• 
10 · · 

Brooice Foss V:eatootto A qgnpm\ .llE st .lJJI. fj:ls;terx .it !Jw. iDl:l.• 
.Ula dlbl• (Landc11u i'.1aoldllan and ao.. 190.5) • P• 1]!). · 

11For r.lrJmbeli't • e evldenoe on thlo Polnl &N bis IPGlllb YIPl:911 
.d.11111, iltbla (London• Saauel Sesoter ODl1 Sana !J.mited. lh4 .), PP• 9"J-
9.3• 
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Th81r (\ yoli-f"e' e nd 'l'yndelo'o) al1110st 1clant:loal Nncld'il'J8S at 
a mltltu e ot p• o-•O•S•• tt.. 121181 1,31201 .wka 1138--• 
•01114 Gl'Sll-:t on int1rro.to ZoGlat:lonshlp be'IWeen the tvo Yeraions. 
I nc19ed Ga1ronero 1hD cl aaribes 1.ollertlyao nan intluenoo whioh 
&1'08;, i n l y out of syol:lt·te•a traiwlatioa ot tho .SS.ble. uc1 whiah 
tsnllml a re.,ara. t!i;:., book: ore en.a mozoe e~, on 1Df'&llibl.e ant! all• 
out i'ioient ~tide :ln f'a itb ana morals aapabla olao ~ inf'olliblo 
intarprotnt:lon by priwtc, Juuse111ent0 gees on to oa:v• •this in• 
t'l11e1,c3 .,as ravived by t>w publication or 'l'ynale'a Noo TeatieJ:mlt 
and by th- o,or o t 10 pr1nt!nt,& pres@_in diBaeminatS.QB oopios or 
that and oth02• ho:: t1aal 1:1. t erature. • J.2 

It has leo baan :ixlid t hot 'J',nclele's 0 tnnalation of tb t8Xt aboas 

eb..lnclant 'tl'O D of w thei••a 081fflDD vemion.013 To tb:la problem oo w!uh 

to eaclreea oursalveG l\101"8 thol"Ol&PJ!t,l.y in t he l"OlJB:lncler r,f ~le ohap\w. 

Ot her t han ·th0!!1s alzooady nxmt1CJAG4 T~c1D1ct no doubt also ba4 o'ther 

loxioogrnr,h:l.eal and axpooitory aidtt. In sui:.wn,g up all tho helps \1hioh 

TJn&ll likely 0011wltec.l, Jb"naus saJ"S: 

lfo .:-cl ~tore hi? in bis work not only .Bl:9sms• lfe '11estamnt. with. 
U;u J.; tin ~ t1: iDD, but t ,;) Vulgatai onc.'l too Gar:mn translation of 
Luthor. all of b:!.Oh it OSD be provo4 tila't he systecDtloally OOA• 
sult ccla favourite oxpo.s1t ors p1"0bab1Y1 ncl1 ailtbou1; dou.b't, 
auoh r: - ra mull J,oxiaona ot Lesaa:ris, Cmston, and otboz,a as 
Ocu.\d bs P!"OCl.lrec'l . l4 

Conoerning t he e ids .-1h ioh wera probst,J.:1 consul.tea :!>:;' 'l':,mdsle in Ids 

tr.meilt1t1on or t he Old 'J.'eO'ta!DEtllt, tlom.bort Of.lYS t hDt 

'1'he help~ avaU.ab.le to 'l,1,JDCl&la 11rera1 '2,lto liebrav Sible (Sono:lno, 
1488, Breeoie, 1494). th latter e&ii'tiou as .that 1Tor.J whlob !Alb• 

· er t:nmslatoa1 lla:Jab9ra'a Sible• published ID l,5161 ODl1 tho Bab
'b1nical Bii>lo1 in l.519 amt J.52,S. Pell1aan's lbbftnl G:&"&IIJ:IBr 1184 
oppeare(l in J5030 Reuabl.1n1a Dlotlonery !n 1.50S, Umstar•a Gzoe:n-

12
Hugh .£>q)e. Epgl!nh t.lED.ss. at lWI Wblft est. Lcuto, a. Helll'l19Z' 

.Boole OfJ. • 19.52) • PP• 135t. 
131!199d• .:. m !qagllah mJ11a Dlw''H a !lm. !DDY181&• a 

fV.b11H'Aft st ll!2. Big.la a puruah. l5&5.•J2lle ec11ted _. All'N4 w. 
Pollel'll.llJDdon1 Oxf'ol'd Vnlvarsity Pftas, 1911). P• S• 

14n-, ... ,., &• All•, P• 105. 
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mar 1n J.525, and the Oompl.utaP11aP Po1Yg1ot •1tla a &brn Gl'IIIIIIU" 
ana Laotlonary in .1511-20. 'l'he Latin tranalat:lan ot the Btbrew 
Bible, by Pa~imaa (Iqono, J.528), and his 'l'heaaU1'WJ U.529) he IIIIJ' 
haft seen, but the preamqpt:lon is that he d:l4 not..i.5 

Ona aonolus1on aeC!!l13 inevitable. Although Tyndale to soma extent 

no doubt use4 ell of the ver1oua versions asorlbed to Mm, 'fia. the 

Vulaateo EraSJm.as 1 Lat in ecUtton, \7yalitte•s Bible if aft1lable0 B1111 

Illther•s Hem 'l'est8Jllent0 it appaars that too moh faith oannot be plaoe4 

1n t he 007Jl)arison bat woen 'l'yndele' s Tersim ancl one ot these others 

msnt2:oned. On the very baais ot aompamt!ve studies men ot reputable 

saholareh1p havo attributed the dspenc:tanae ot 'l'yn4ale on at ~aat tour 

dSttarent versions. It stends to reoaon that BOJJ8 aim11ar1t:les v111 

OOCNF, s ince all, whether tirst m- aeaond band, wen c!er1 ved trcm the 

same ult111lat e souroe. Jurthermore, the borron!ns of what ll'ync1ale tall 

was e t elioit!ous tum ot expl'88sion c!oaa not; neaesaer1J.v aenote aepen4-
enae on t he version f'roll whiah he bat"l'Oll'e4 it. 'l'b:ls :la not meant as a 

4en:la1 that t.l'yndale compared and used these other van:lam,, but a vord 

ot Gallt:lon aoems to be in order against dftlw1ng unwarl'ante4 oonalusions 

on the bae1s ot such acm.parat:lve studies. 

'l'he Olltwe:ril l'om or 'l'ync1ale1s !few TestB1Unt 

Vo mast oonsi&ter briefly tba Olltwar4 ~Ol'III ~ 'RyDc!ale's Rew '1'eat• 

maent. 'lhe clepenctenoe upon Lutha Sn this matter :la manU'est]¥ nia.mt. 

Dllaua auma it up in this way1 

To ~ one who bu enJoyec! the opportuni t;y ot plaains sic1e 'bJ" aide 
tba t'olio ot luther's Cermn '1'eate!!l9ftt, printe4 1D September, J522e 
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and the quarto at Tyndale, prlnte4 in September, 152S, the whole 
matter is oloar e t a glance. 'l'yn~ele's Hew Testnmant io Luther's 
in miniature; the genaral•oppeare.noa or the page is the aome1 the 
aft'Rneemsnt of' the text iu tbs aame1 and the appropl'iatian of the 
llllrglno, the inner one for D81'Rllal paaRages1 and the outer tor 
slosaes, is also tlla same.lb 

In adc11tion to these s :i.m11ar1t1es just noted one misht be acldad. '1'1D• 

dale ret ained t he s Ame order ot boo'lm es did Lu.ther. Moulton writes• 

As f a r ao the h"'p1s tle to Fnile-mon the Bl"l'BDBGUIBnt· does not dS.tter 
f'l"Cl11 that of our Olffl Bibles, bUt this Epistle is inmecUately auo
oaeded by t hose or st. Petar and St. 3'ohn. So tar, the books ere 
numbered tran 1 to 23. Attar tha 3rd Bptatla ot St:. J'obn there ta 
o break i n t he lis t, and the mmes or the i'Olll" rembln11J8 books, the, 
Epistle to the Hebrews, tha Epistles ot st. lams and St. 1ude1 an4 
the Apoonfypse , are lef't ,dthout numbers, and IIIOSt aaretully kept 
apart tram those wh:loh preaeae. This ar.NIDBemnt is Luther•s1 tbe 
tour books \,ere plaoad lost by bim baoauae, in his i~nt, they 
stood below tbe other boob 1n 1'8Jllc anct 1m;portanae. 7 

l'rcm those who a.re vitally oonoornec1 with upholding 'l'ynda.la1a 1ndepen4• 

en~e or lather, auoh as Moulton quoted aboYe1 and Haare, are oonstra1ne4 

to ac!mlt depanc1enee cm thia point. Only Anderson does not aoJmawleage 

4epandanae on this point, and thnt only baaauae his mlnd is so p1"941s• 

posed to the ebaolute 1n4epenclenae or Tyndale, tbat he neYer ocms1ders 

the question. 

'l'ynclala • a Indepea4enae 

'l'yndala'a ab111ty to worlc witb the or1sim1 tongues ia well attene4i 

al although he himself' neTer appeara to haft •4e a c!1Nn ala!m that; 

he tranalatect c!ireotly frCllll the or1g1nala1 his workB are full ~ hl,1:1.• 

aattaas w this etteot. Alao there 81'8 otber tldnsa whioh waulc! lead ua 

liin..ua, Sil• Jdl•• P• 1,31. 

1'7alau1tan1 S• .IU.•• PP• 78t. 
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to bel1eTe that ho not only wao oapable ot cto:lng so, bu:t also tbat •• 

1D taot, did. 

l.s mntioned pr eviously the one goal. and m1aalon or Tyndale's llfa 

1183 t he brinsiS1c'a off the " arcl ot Ooa to the English people in their om 

lonawt■ A mre t mnslati~ of wtbal'1 a traulatlan IIOllld ■NIil to be tn

aona:ls t ent w1 th hia e i m end. purpase. and there 1s eYery reasan to belleYe 

tha t his li! ble we.a t~ns! ,.,ted f'rom t;bl!t Greolc and Hebnw texts. 

T,ndale seem to be acq,letely at ease both in Gntek anti also 1n 

ebftm. I n bis otb3~ wor ka0 notabl.1' alao thnse where there 1• no oon• 

DNtlon 1th any nork ot Luther·, aieh as his AM!fll" B !!1£ 1)gaa '9m1e 

1Jplo.me.111 be discusses tm 1'!9BDlng an4 1q;,oi-t or Oreek and liebrov wards 

• 1th · SenGe c f dosp !ns~~ht aZJd uncl81'StmuUng. 

Tlt~ h:l~ ft3gerd w1~h . h1eb he belt;'! the holy ~·Ol'd. ot God waa.14 also 

len us t o acoe;,t 11,nl!ala 1B intependenae 1n translation. Although mim,y 

atatemnts a CRld be swJmoJMH1 to 4emolultftlte this point. one will autnao. 

In h1s lott er t o FZ'itll 1.r~le makl!)a t he t'ollow!ng &lolaNtton, 

For l cell God t o record 9£ainst the ilay we shall appee bef'ore 
our Lord Jeeus, to g:lw a reolmn:lns of' aur do1118•• tbat I neftlll 
elterod ono s:,llablB ot OoG's \Voftl against my oonseiuae, nor wcu14 
tll:le &iy, i f ell t hat 16 in the •f3ho 'llhnho~ 1~ • pleaaUN, hem• 
aur, or riches . wght be 3:lve11 me. 

'1'h1s atf:ll'l!lation, given unaor oath. ooupled with what ue !cnoir 11:lth oer• 

tainty to have baen '1'yn4ala 1s taa:lUt:r with Gnetc anl liebl'mf, seems lo 

be a atl'Ona ln4!oet:lcn tbat his tl"IIDSlatton 414 not 1"1011 f'l'Olll tlD tnms• 

lat:lon or &0'.!180118 else0 but tbllt 'l')lndale aaretully 4elw4 into the o:ri• 

11na1 lens :ln or4ar to tln4 the tl"Ue meam.ns at the WOl'ta. ft8II be pal 
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,._ into tl:E ae Jmslo-Somn idiom he lmcllr. It rm.ust al!lo be r~ 

buea that ~dsl hai eet S.n mind to tl"8D8lata9 am:1 likel:, bad begua 

to do so. 'bot ore C(!u1.rlns .wtmr•s OersGD Ha:1 'raoi;ament. 

In ~l'Cl to 'l'~n&ilo'a i'40ll1ty wlth languages ua his iatellaotual 

obll11iy tilU.Ob eviaenoe ex:lstC!I. Jami i'oxe elves 8Tef!'¥ lncltoatlcm bl 

'l'1rl4ale voe a s etbolur 111 bis 0\lD right. Jils :,eara at Osf'Ol'4 anc1 Cam

br1age ha4 ~en apsntj in c.Ul1t48n1i atucS:,. hell bo loft I.1.tUe Soclbllr:r 

f~ London. h0 GCU"X'ietl 1th him a tl'BDSlatioJl of a Graek oration of Iso

OJ.'atcs. Frith, mt3 or 1110 cso•laboraro, speaks ot 'lYJM1al• as be1as .... 

nona,:,e ~ be promoted than all the 'blaahoppu iD eaglaDI.I• beoauae of 

ab.Ya lam,n.uo d lui!Sle:mn1; 1n sozoyptlll'e.•19 It ta proper that at Ihle 

'1'1ll9 wo onos -in oall to ndntl th9 entry ,ID Spalattn•a lliaey vhiota nti• 

te t ;a;,YIU!ale•a 11~~:lstio abilitiea. Oonoemlns tills entl"J' Dt:nmaa aeQS• 

liEtl'liaD Bl.loo, 2.uo ound ~~le "9:Jidlna at Warms w1 th wo ot;har Ella• 
llr:>b: n, and it wes dcubtless as tl'D nault of nle o ::1n 1ntcn-,,levs 
'lid.th the tftm91Btor that tlle lllu.sli-iaus Ger.mm spoke so highly ot 
Ma ao 1itre~at in Gnsk, Uet>Nw, am\ otmr ~s.20 

BTen 'R~le's op9caenta 4o not 41spange his leamln.1• Coablaeuso 

l!lhosa doterminecl ho.still ty against Tynt'Jale wa •• alma4y aeDAo s1)8111m 

of him !lDil his eoaooiate !a Col• as 8 lNl'Ded• sk:I.UM 1D 1anguapa. 

ana eloqueat.=21 

IJem.op .7019, oha CJ.l81",Nlled nth Tyndale eml mtos wi:tb extrawpnt 

fthauaDDe against; .bim0 speaks ot !'Jn4ele's 0 1dgh learlWJB 111 bie HIii..._• 

1~ar l'rlth'a flef'ellN or 'fyndal8 and bla wodc aea BM9DJI at 1111 
S,s)lalJ. Bt,111,•, ID, Ul,o PP• 172•74• 

~ • SIL• .Ill•• P• l43• 
21DH.., P• 130. 
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Oreak, let 1n, ete.a ei,on eftar t halr dioog1'9GIDl!dat-G.22 

Ltkew1so Sir 'i.'ha.m1a tuore•e treatamt ~ Tymlale'a wol'k attut;a his 

learntn.,, . Co:neem :lag t hi o lton seysa 

~ e 'o s'!d.11 ir3 Greo!c ! a not 4oubte4, md ae little ean on:, one 
qJlOtJtlo:i Ms eagerness as a disput:mt 1 1:t, t hen, Tynclale'a tl'llllB• 
lat i on of t!n J\Jow ?.'eattl'm,r,t nere bad oncl !'aloe, by auob. an ononm 
t ho <i:af e~t rc.ast urely be t>zriouBht to liaht• It ls no m;all teat• 
iDDny to 'Ny.ad la ' s substant1al a oauruy tlat r.!o1'8 oaaup1ea himself 
6 0 ].or, l y i ~h his t'.lWGZ"3Bl",V' s doatrines, DO litt le with tbs 
tmnsl ation.23 

All4 r :ltina 1n t ho n vein, Deemus saya t hat 

Si!." ~l!c:uas !ora, e ttu,1'0U&hl)" a~ etent Judae, partootly f l'ee :fzDm 
f:111 Pl'<.-'l O!$Sr.J Id.on !n t 13'Ddale•s ra-taur0 "'11111ts that;~ •bet"aN 
lte i 'atl into t he e franzl es (ot l.uthor's opim.on&) wes a lcen f• 
h ll pr t t U J/ 19flfflGC1. c iibllat orlt1G1s:I.J18 and oom'lemniz,g his tNRB• 
lot1 oa a ccount ot :l ta oaunt~!lnolua LutllS1"31l dootrinea, he DffO 
i1o8'.es 1 dole ' a a anpetant sobolanid.p1 nay, he non aoea so~ u 
to ... uageat t t a certain boo.."< f'lhioh be bitt erly oppasacl, OOlll4 DOt 
poaa :l.bl y bave bean uritto by Tyndale en WOWlii ot its laolc ot 
l am1 . 24 

LiDllBey llkowiee 

auzrea by S i l' 'l'hom3 UOl'G , DOt 'btMauae the wo.rJc wae ba.4ly done, bl&I nal• 

ly boaaum :l t t e so seholel"ly • • ~ AD4 mc,n 41reotly nlate4 to our 

preecmt c;Dl0at1an .. !ombort asserts tba'b •may ot the Qsmpn1Sffl9 oJIU'ged 

upon Tynial e 'e Yerslcm 81"9 eoo&t ol« Eaglleta. obaaotmnlo or the perioll, 

end f auna ewn in t he wrltl113s of Sil- Thomas Uant.•26 

. 
22D&A,. • P• 129• 
23:aoulton, 9&• lil•• P• 89. 

~o 212.•.A'l•• P • 129• 

~ - • 11. Un~, I fflt'91'¥ It. 1bL BIC9EFIM9 (R• TOl'ln m.a. 
Smbner•a Sou, 1928), n, .338. 

~. ~ • .IU•• P• 89. 
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'l'bc9re 1 B one otheJ." otateJ11BDt ma4o by Tync1ale wb !oh aust be s1 ftl1 

DCllla CJtJDSicle!"Qt1on.. !n the nF,p1stle to tm Roeder.• aubJo1ned to his 

1526 oetavo ocl! ~1on0 Tyndole ea:,-:,, 

Ta t oot are l anrned obrlstlanly I lJaseeob. tol'BSllloh as I am 8Ul'8o 
amt m.v oonao:leooe b9eroth t:ae reaordo that ot a PU1'8 intent, s1~ 
ana f'a1t htlilly 0 :i: iEW> !nter»ntod it, as tar t~h es Cod gave m, 
tm Bl~ ~ I<no· ledge and unGeratmcllnth tbrtt the N4eneaa ot Iba 
wor!t non at 'tha f in~ tba ottcr.u'I them Mtt but that the,1 oons!Gel" 
hGll t oo t I h:ltl no rnnn to aoanterteit, u!~har was balpec:1 with Jms
liah of any t h , bat't 1,:terpratetl t .ho sa."119 ~ mah ll!e thlna in tbG 
eor1pture 'b0 oratlmo.2 

Too ttlln;,s ~ \'IOl'tlcy' ot notioo. Fi:mt of all, ~c1ale cleolaroa tbat Ids 

interpretation as remaerad 0 sinsJ,y ant! ta1thtulq• as Ooc1 saw him tbe 

sltt of knoi1ledse on:l undoNtandins• SU.oh o sta'f.enalt sea3,9 ou.t of ~• 

ai tb "1M't we Jcnoo to bo 'l1:,ndale • a ebamoter, if' ~ ~ark: waN oal;v the 

lmnsl«tlon n.f 1.nt!Jer or myona else. SeooDdly, bis aen:lal that be me! 

help io uorthy of' mt(IJ. OanoendflB this Dam.us bas tha follmlag to aay1 

He woo h1moelf' a goo4 Greek soholar, quite as sao4• in all probe• 
b111ty . • s Luthert but uh1le be Wldentood ~, DOile of the 
learr:.ecl !'1191! of W! ttenberg U."U!el'Btoo4 Bngllah. .80 that their help 
.!ll.lat bave been of Vfn'Y sUght i1111Portanae9 an4 suah as in no •~ . 
to al?t o:st Tynilele's ortg1na11ty. He mlsht, in4eea. be able to oaa .. 
au.lt them on tho COl'l'Oct mamalDB o'l clit'tlcmlt 01" cH.spute4 paoaases, 
but 1:!!. the aotual t~ulation ot the Nm 'l'estemant :lntoJha Bngliah 
~elm was throrm entiNl:v upon Ida mn nscu!."Oea. 

The m:,st oonv1nc1ng tegt~ or ~als •s 1n4epeDdenee is his 

translot1Glll itself. DsmWJ says, 

5.'o a sc,bolaro tile mDSt CNDYinoms proof' ~ what bas nm bem as• 
aerte4 ta tmt -wbioh arleea fNm tha aotual aomparlaan or 'f1n4al•'s 

27w1111o.ua Tyndale, P99S£aD1l Tnl'RHII mu1 lQS&i21MH9M ta 11UIDPI 
Po£1igpp st SlJ& JlQk EIP1:AAMal• a41to4 tar tbe ParJmr Soe:lety by 8eDr.v 
Walter, (Oambr1c1pc vn1'19rs1ty P.r.eas, 1848). P• 390• 

28n.wJa, ..a.• J111., PP• 1·• . 
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wort with the or.:!.sl1\tll Greok, allEl m.~h ti'IO TOl's1ona wbloh un-<!3111 
CJ&sstlonebJ.! 191 o»on bef'ore bir.a as he pzooae(ta4 ID bis "°*• .. ., 

If.Ima. Alwlam uho M ?3 ,moot oxtonsl vely atud:lecl !l'yndale 1 11 m,rJt OOIMIUI' 

in th1e opin:l.on. lt 110uld n.,t bo in pllaoe to quote all or them, bat the 

Daalas of SOJ1t3 ouant to l>o aantlonoa-mms, moh as Butt:>rDorth, Pollara, 

i7alter, Hoareo 'L~b0:!'t 0 l.iozlcy0 Jt&1pp, H. tl!~4 E',mith, and estoott. 

Ao to spoo~.f'ie 1na~eE.l or Tyndale • a 1nt1ep3ndonoe we s hall not 

Pl"OV'lde emDl!>les. R tiler ue rei'a, 'the reader to Uazley'a tine pNSaD• 

tatlon on this _,oint ... ntJnu in paps 81-89 of Ida l&lU. T:mdeJ&• SS.

ilv OJl:Rl!l!}lea or ~.a•s inclependenao aan be t"owa4 la~ of tbe YOl• 

Wl90 Ustacl i c. t."to bi bl1o~hy. 

i\lo genoral c cmolu.oloM o~ lmley in his oatplrison of Tyndale mu! 

I.utbai-o hcuover0 are in pleao ·ot this 'bin3a. 

~- o:ttempt hs.G aomat1aa3 bem uado to pron Tyndal.o's depom1e11De 
U..l'Jcn 0n1J or otJaer or 11:ts rivals 1Jy dl'Bm ng up lists or pauoa.gea 
where he f'ol.la.-,o thoir renclerlngs. l'hie c1oas not o~ us var, 
:re.,.. lia:'ee-:~..nts nay proaeed frail a OCJllli1Clll standpoint amt a oaaon 
msth~ m ... be:o ,hon a slaTish 1nd.tat1on. Tbat 'l'yntlal.e ahou.14 faWIII' 
tm Vlllao'bct leaa t ten he te'fOl.\ra BnuaAa err lather, is what we 
ehou.ln exi,eat fl"OIQ the e11'01L"llltanoea. 1'o tntber '.l'yn4aJ.e 11aa akin 
1n tl'l'o WBYEJ• Both JD9D Wle<l liYlng tCJ!t&Wl9 ~ Gel'IIIDio staolr, cm4 
both . vrGre wr1'1116 ror the aammn people, whereas ~ Wl'O'te tor 
aohol.ara in .a d9Btl tol\;anue en4 a prosa:le atyle •••• 'l'his eCISIDD .30 
Btan4p,,1nt aaoaunts fol' uaqy ag.\'98:Jlallta between the two tl'BD8lators. 

llamley• a 01;he aomlwai an is that 

~'114al• stioks cl.oac- to tbs Greok tex-t ,mn wthtr. and often 
rer&aaas 'to t oUOl.7 h1m in tmsa ri-.e and bold nnl.erbags whioh ue 
so atrild.~ aud pleasing a reature ·or the Cel'll8ll ...-.lon. ••· S• 
•bare Paul 0ddresaaa A.P'iPJB aa •4ear kins ,lgrlppa.• He pntera 
lo ti~ BD i4lO!IBt1o randert~ o~ a 1DDN lltezal Id.DI!, and llma 

2
-•• P• 133• 

30z. -,. 11Dal97, •Jll~• .,, (lolldo111 SOeta•y tor ProaDl1DS 
Obrls'1u Kam,lecJaa, 1937 • P• • 
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r.mks h11nsoli' by the side or Erasama. • • • Bllt wlatever be c!e
oitlGCl on t lL'\s 1>01n1., it nmst cga1n be s11rcmal7 aeNl'tea that auoh 
8gt'\3~i'.Dnts , with whiohaTor party, are not proof ot ctapentlenoe1 or 
ot i p orenae or t be GNek tongue, but tb9y proaee4 froJ'J tbca tree 
and untettcrecl oho:lae of' a well-equ:l.p~:1 soh':llar.31 

Rmotll· tthei'e ar from whom 'l'yndn 10 l1>a med .Hebl'ew is unoerta1n0 but there 

as." ba 1 1 ttlo ~oubt t hat ho wos a e0319otant Habra aaholar. \Jeataott 

BSys t hat 

Hi~ kno.;l.G,lge of Hebre~ and Greek la also ina:ldantally attested 
bl· the evidoneG or Spl~muo, of his opponent :toyi,, and yet mom 
e l ~ly by t l1a stead!' eonticlencse tri tb whioh h9 deals w1 'th po1n~s 
of Hob1-ew ona Ol"EJGit philoloay • ,bell they csa.sually arise.32 

It 1e not n.eeessary onoe esain to re:ltarata evidence tor this os the 

sreater s.ncre of evlde11ae quoted in support otTynclole's mowledp ot 

Gree· alac, 1,er tains t o Id.a kDtXJleclge ot Hebrew. ~c!ale'e Penta1.8Ueb 

BJ>Ji.'Mrecl in 15301 antl altbough Ila we.a not so 1'811111:lar '111th l'lebnw u 

Oroak, Ms !-.r.G\7l C\l!!ge cnn. aoarce:b' be qu.eatlaned. Ooncsem1ng the Pent

atouah &11th sayos 

'l'he t ranslation MS the 08118 marit;s as ~tale's N,w Tea1iamlllt. 
I t was m die diroc.,t .f'!-0?!1 the .Hebrl!r.7 ten. am1 is vc:, little in• 
debted to lathe.r's vera1on1 oc:,q,etent Belmliats today daelare that 
t ba a\1thor of t.hi s t :mnsll\t10:D .had e suttlo:lent lmolrWp ~ BebNw 
to Justi fy b11!1 1n ea1"01s1ng hia om Jl,lGgmmt en 41sputecl points.33 

Cnl)- one particular instanoe of' Tyndale• s 1nlopen4enoe 1D Hebl,iw 

shall bB aummnaa,. neteft'ing to 'l'yn4ale'a 1.ftmBlat:lcm or Balaam'• pl'O• 

phaey 1n !!wabe:rs 24, 11eaaus says, 

In tlle lut pas-.se t he r.aallar will have obaeffa4 that 'l'yla4ale' a 

31.n!A,., P• 87. 

32wealaotte S• 111•• P• 226. 

33Ji. ~ Slllllhe Jim !DJ. a4 lbl B@ten,S;iqp (Lan4ant llae• 
at.Uan 8114 Co. Ltd., 1948), .P• 3<Y1• 
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veraloa Yerleo oons,-clernbly, end oertainly not tor the bettel", tftll 
tbot DOW', ueCJd ln our Ghurohes. OuriOWJly enouah, hownar, eYeD this 
1Df'erior1ty af'f'ords another p:root ot bis orlglnallt:,1 tor tbs tl"'Bml• 
latlon of Luther, whloh ha unquantlanably had baf'Ol'O him, approaohea 
very moh nearer to our .Au.thorlsea Versions and it :ls thus mdent 
tl1at T)-nclale did not toll.on 1t with tha aloYish cteterenae ot a CIOJ>Y• 
:lat, as he :le sanet1Jlles said 'to have dane.34 

It 18 perhaps ,,orthy of' t'urther mention that the one who asserts Tyn• 

dale's 1nc1epandenoe 1D the Old Testament aost voalterawtly :ls the 881118 

au~hor who has studied Tyndale's Pentateuch most eztena1Tel¥• Ref'erenae 

is here being made to :r. I. Mombert, anc! espeo1el.ly to hie exba.U.Rtlva 

atudu of TyP.dele's Pentetouch.35 

Before we came to a definite conoluslcm cm the mtter ot Tynaale'e 

relation to I.uthet> in translatlcm1 lt is neoesaary tbe,t sometb111g be 

said concerning those who ole.im a greeter amount of dapendenae upon 

Tyndale's Dependenoa upan lather 

l!on:, have accused Tyndale ot boins no more than an eoho anc1 a ser

Yile !mltetor of' lather Sn tnnalaticm. In the rarmlnder ot this obape 

tar 1fe ·shall attezqpt to &UZ"'f'eJ' briefly the bas:l.s ot this assertion an4 

point ou.t the rellebillty or unrellabillty theraot. 

Dallman tells us that there are same man who have aalleci 'l'Jndale 

•nothing more then en English ecsho ot _the great Oe:man heres:l.a:reh,• an4 

31,.naaaua, .2R.• .11:i•t P• 22, .. 
·3'e111am Tyndale, D;a BqpJgl 9' 11pau. MJle4 lU Ptmtataugb. 

Bely ,! Verbat111 Reprint .!£ ,!!!! .141 t1cm .!£ ILOCCCC.xn:. Oapre4 ?!!! 
ZD4°1o•, allanff3:1 at ~ a at llPS1$MJa Ja 1111. Y!11r!:o. Ipt;ur, al 
111i!hn't Bible. Dlll Inda• G2JJ•ttm1 Ad PmJesermw, a41te4 bJ' :r. 
!. lbabert, (Lonctmu Semel Bapter ena Sons, Lt:4., 1884). 



as 
that oth9rs have oalled b19 Rew Taetam:>nt •Tyndale's IAtberan transla

ts.on.n Still otbel"S have mlnta1ned that '.l'yndale workett oh1ef'ly tor the 

printers and sea:2'11.S tQ hnvo tmnslsted mainly t"rcm IA.lther•s Gel'l'IBD Bible. 

Suaatng up au.oh cri t!olsms ot 'l'~dale, Doll.mm aays tho tollcm1ng, 

Dore spe-aks of 'l'ynclale's 11 stl"OJJS !l.itharon b1as•1 Bishop Barsh saya1 
"His translation ,vaa takon at l.9ast 1n part tram lather•11•1 Oard1Da1 
Ge.s(lUet ssysa •tuther•s d1roct ini"luence may- be 4eteota4 cm alm.ost 
GVery page of t he pr1nte,t ed:l t1on 1ssw,d by Tyndale.• MaCmb aa:,s • 
Some of the ~..appiest renderings in our Enal1sh Bn Testament•• owe 
inM.ractly to the Oel'Dn Rotol'&U'.• Another 11rltos1 •Happily cur 
cmn excellent tra."ls lation ot th9 Bible still retains otriking cn-1-
denco of the 1nf'luonce ~ bis (1Ather1s} admirable Torsion, and 
perh,sps !. t is not too mu.oh to sey that the two 1110st c,op10'.is and 
e:n9rget:S.c l~es are grfll}tly inclebto4 to him (lather) tor their 
tersen~as and Q;tJ>reaa1cm.n3b 

r..~ mre auoh statementB could ba invoked which would ten4 to pr<m!t 

t hat '!'1Z14al o \JCS a mere trauslator of f.nther. However 1t ahoulc! be noted 

at o::iae that no suo21 accusation procseads f'rcm th~e mn such as ?imlay1 

. l>!:mua. :!o:Dbert, Westoott and others who have produaec1 the most exhaus• 

tiva st utl1es on 'l'yndale's l!f'e and ~ork. There seems to be a sreat deal 

ot truth in what !.bllton says, nmmly that the mcdem writers who haTa 

deprooiated 'I';:vndale•s lebors 1n the ma:ln have unhappily repeate4 the 

assertions made by '1'9,1nc!alc • s persoml enemies en4 tbat they have 111 

tba1r baste mistaken the atatmants ot part1aana tar authentlo hiatoq.37 

It appears es :lt the SOlll"Oe ot the acausat:lon agalnat T,ndale n

'YOlTea aroun4 the teat:l~ or two ot bis ccnt-.orarlea, wJ.y Sir 

ThOl!IBS More end 3'o1m Ooahlaeua. In ~s R!IJ,ogue, the aom,plete title 

.36».ll.man, SR.• All.•• P• 79• 

371:tDulton, &• S!.•, P• 87. 



ot r.thioh sllcr.,o tho oODDeoticm ibloh the author belleft4 metecl behesD 

i'1nda1e anQ l ;.1thar0:J8 l&>m oayaa 

It 121 quoa I to rat 1•l91.\0yl that ony good or1sten mn bauing 
en:,• drop ot w-.,"1; in ~G Ilea wo14 eny t \d.D,6 mNell or oomplayn of 
th3 bur.ci~ ot t i.iat nke 1t' he knoi'1e the., 111!\ter whiah ubo so aall1th 
tilo no ~or:~trunant onlleth 1 t ~J a wrnD£ nam emept the)' wyl aall 
:vt 'i.'yndole te t a t -111t or 7.nthcr s tc,st a"lent. For oo had tynd11ll eftfJr 
Iut rs oouosayle eorl'Uptocl s. oh!lungc :,t f'roul the good • holsm 
do::,t ryno of Cr1 te to t ho a~J.ysb h"rasvaa o.~ tha)'I' own t t 1't 
t.80 Glaue con~rary ti:d. g . , .,-

linc:l 1n the °Cai'.11;JntrJria Iol Q.UrdB Oooblae1 • de .o.otis ot Sorlptis Kartlni 

Luthari, tho :!"ollmins • :, 

Vol'Wl1 Jllo .. \ngl:l Apcstntao, <.i,-ui oliqu.mcliu tuerant Vuittenberaoc,o 
nnn ..... olura q,~er ... bnnt ou.biu,x-tero Meraeto.rea suoo, fl'lli eos ooaulte 
in cx1Uo ... ouooont a. alebNat: Val"Um ottam ounetOG Angl:laa poi,uloe, 
volcmte nolento Rego, breut par aauum hltberl 'l'estamen'Ciwn, a.1.104 1n 
Ab;Jl1ccm.cun tl\."\t1J;lj:eront 111'J!;"Umil, Iutberanaa tore aperabant; .4° 
It nmet 'bs 1>="110 1n m1n4 ttmt .Tara la'8z" retraatoa h1a aharp or 

'l'ynilnJ.e's eollebo!'otioa 111th wthe1". Ooneem:lns the 1u1ouaattan of .Ooob

laeUt1 'Io.mbt>rt s~ c 

3~bo GOm[,lete title or "':bre•s work la 0.A dialogue ot Sir Tbaaaa 
be, Hnizhto one of t he Couna:ll of our Scwenign Lo1"C1 the Kia,g and Cha• 
aeUor or hio Dw,hy ot Ianoaeter, uheNin be treatad cU.va1·s matterao es 
or the vonamt!cm end orahit> ot lmesea end roUoa, pl"&Yina to s aints 
an4 aotns on pl~, with mn,y ot;her- things touohins the pestilent 
seat or Luther ana T:,ndalo by tho ta:u, (one) begun in~. anti by the 
lother (other) labour84 to be brausht; 1111:o England.• »,zn,em, &• SS•• 
P• ~l. 

39L. )'mntcUn GNber, DI fir@! lbsl,ish Im! Tastepan1i uf Lutha£a 
Ila Bal E;toat m s,Jlifth ?>wk .BU. P@PS!!IOut ..umm ¼D!'~ a a Tmnrw
!sr. (Bl&rllngtozu The Lutheran Lttsrary Baard, 1928). PP• 1~. 

4°111&4.. 0 P• 17. 1'h.o J'.at1n ot Coahle.eus my be randeNd oa tollo, eu 
•But t;r,o Enslleh apostates 'Aha S0111Dttm had been at ""·tttenberg, not aal.7 
W8l'e aeoldQC to J:Uin their o,,n marohantao who seorotly were to:sterins amt 
su.pz,onf.ng them 1n axUea bu.t thlly wre eftn ba.P1Q& ffn' au "8 people ot 
Bnslan4o whet!ler the -:a.aa wero willing or wnrSlUnao 80CIII to be9oa Luth• 
81'81111, throush Luther'• Hew 'l'GalamlNlta, whioh they ha4 translated into 
the .!nglish .1anauage. • 
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II t1QD C'>tlbtl SB CoohlneWi, cho, 1a order to dtspanee tbe worJ: or 
'l':;,ndBle and to :lQ8Z'Btiate himself td.th the Sntluentlal eeoleslaottoa 
1n E.ualand, a'\l.1o101J sly or 1e norently, cslNlllated the sloader that 
1t \':a~ on 5J'J&li sl tronalat!on ot bltbar.41 

It 11!.lSt b9 r Qmba eel t&let tbeaa tY;o men aore b5th lSte-lcma enemies of 

TlYJll'iale and dicl t:tVe Z"'J tll1ng in their ponar to pl"8YGD.t hill work. Th!s, 

to saoo axtent a~ J.ea t , oaots doubt upon the bol.dn9as ot t heir asac-

t1ona. 

Yot thor.-e · cs ragaon by Tyndale• s 1- 'l'aGtamant wwlcl ba aalla4 a 

b.&ti13z.-an booic. It o m1ot ba c1em.ed that at this tlm tl'e !den of ftl'DS• 

oul.Qxo verB:lO!l!l ~as iclent1:r1ea r,1tll th9 nam ot latber."2 !l'he !lngltsll 

N&\7 i'o t ar._-ant hnd bson pr1ntea 111 Refo.mat1an. lands, was being smgsl.ed 

into Engloncl, an.iJ \van being sold by men who were su.apeated of lntheftm 

lesn1. • It io ouly 11 tural that 1n tl'e mt.nc.,s both ot tho ecoles1est1• 

o l 1.1thorit1as f'lild f t ha CO!IJDOn pc,ople 1t wao a Iu.tlteran boolc. ~.s 

J'ooobs poin e out, it uas aonm:m at t!Dt tir.a to aell ell :am Ll.lthel'am 

who oha::etl MY 1ean1ns tOflal'd rof'ozmation.43 In this sense oartalnly 

1 t aan be sa1a t b t T)"Ddolet • u l"ew 'l'eatamnt c,ama to Englen4 ea part ot 

the Lutheran movtam-.Jnt. 

l'urthez:moNo the reser:iblanae S.n mtvard form ot 'r,?Ddale'• New 

Testament to that ot ll.lther waa aadtly notloecl, 8llC1 the more ev14ent 
I 

4el19Ddanoo oe 'l'YIU!Ble upcm bltllei- ln otbai- ol'Qas, part1oular]¥ t;hclt; vi th 

~rt;, .SUl• .e1l•• PP• 88fe 

~ leo~ott, SR.• .IU.•• P• 131-. 

-~ s. 3aeobs, 11!1. ffl l!mD!PI Ja :srsJeA OM£\¥ ta 
.,. at Dem Ull .ul F4f1vs11rPhl1a~lpbla1 Omera1 Couno11 Pllb
lt.■bSng. Hawse, 1916Y. P• .35. 
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•hloh the next ohapt er deals, would lead ma~ to aonalude that :lt was 

•rel:, a t ranolat ion or Iathar'a work. Rupp aa:,a that •there was BCIIIMI 

OOlaur f'or tlte CatholiO out cry that th1a was simply on Bnallsbing ot . 
t 

Lutber•s Blble.•44 It oan ba aaf'e!1' stated that 'lp4ale1s Raw 'l'es~t; 

toU~e4 Lu:thor•a :ln every respeot, ezaept that ot the aoiual tl'BDSla• 

tlon. 

The faot that 'l'yndal _e•~ Nn Testamnt was aonsldered a IAtbeND 

boolc: ls one of' the reaaans why lt na denounoec1 ana burnec1 S.n Bnglan4. 

'l'he other 1'8ason i o tho charge ot wilful mtstranslatlon leYelle4 against 

'l'yndalo by- Kore. Although :lt la not c11reot~ pertinent to a diaausatcm 

ot !l'Jnctala•a deperulanoe upon r..&ther1 for the sake ot oompleteneaa it 1a 

woll t hat we conoie.er lt b1'1ef'ly. Trana1Bt1ona whioh More had ac!4uee4 

as WlJ)ardONlble heresies were T,nc!ale'a aubatltutlan ot oonsregatlan ~or 

o!mrch, ae."11ora ror pr1oats1 love tor ohar!ty, tavour tor sraae, lmcnl• 

qi, for eonf'esslon, repentanae tor penenoe, and tl'Ollbla4 tor ocmtrlte.li.5 

Hore obar 13o4 '.l'~le ,d th •negleotlng the · use or those wOftls whioh lcmg 

Gllatam ha4 aanot1onetl as being appmprle.te~ eoa1esalast:lee11 ana ha4 

B4opte4 others whiah had no peoullar assoa1atlm with tbaology.■46 

'1'o thla oharge Tyndale's answer uas eaq an4 obvious I not onl1' was 

h1a ren4er!na 1n aocorc!anae with the atr-lot a1p1Haat:lcm or the orlgillal, 

but the te:nm wh1oh he ba4 aw1c!e4 wen c!epa'f84 by so many abuaea that 

~P, SSJM'3:M a la Jlpkipg at Jhl BPsll•b, Pmt;1ot11t Tn4UIM• 
P, 20. 

"5sae Sndth, .RR• s1\•• PP• 29ff• 

46 Dmaua, D.• .911. • p.. ~9• 
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their use could only mislead the unwary raadar and give hllil a talae 

11D,Presalo11 of' the true meaning or sor1pture. 

In sulJlni:na up our f'ind1np we quote the oonolua1on of Damaus, 

lt Would be a BnDll OOUQ111mant to Tynaala1s good sense to belieYG 
thet he undertook a lobour ot ao 111.18h Sm,portanaa vlthollt aYai11Da 
himself' ot ell materials that oou14 1D any way oontrlbllte to the 
auooessf'lal ocq,letion ot his taaJr:. Indee4, it :ls o'bfloua to any
one. ho hes auttio1ent aoho1arshlp to compare the 'IBrloua worim. 
that es he prooeodecl in hla underteldngs. TJnc!ale had before him 
ths Vulsate. tho Lst1n version of Era:mma. and the German ot Iathel'e 
and that in rendering tran the origlnal Greek he aaretully 00111-

sultcll all these aiaa1 but he did so not 11th the helpless inbaeil
ity ot a mare tyro. but with the oonsoiaus 1n4epen4enoe ot an 
oeoczaplishad soholar. He consulted those vho hacl preaeecled hime 
oa a modem olassloal or1t1o ocmsulta the aoholtasta an4 oallDIU'l• 
t a tors wllo hnve laboured oa the same v,ork. • • • :tt ls no 4el'o• 
sots.on fl'a'Jl the ona1na11t:, ot any moc!em editor of Virgil or 
Sophoalea t hat we oen treoo in his ffl'1t1nss the 1ntluenoe ot pre• 
vious editors1 and equally :lt la no deropt:lon tran the inclepencl• 

· enoe ot 'l'ynde.le'o version that we aan traoo 1n it the intluanae 
ot previous translatore.47 

There is insuf"f'1a1ent evidence to prove any greet c!epenclenoe ~ 

1')'B4ole Ul)Cll Luther 1n his translation. ftrtJt ot all• the bono.dng ot 

a phrase or a partioular t'Oflll or expreaslon cloee not prove 4epen4enoe 

throughout. It aan also be shalm that auoh borrcr.,ing tooll: plaae fraa 

tho ~ulgate an4 f'rao Breamws• I.attn edition. We here repeat that oam

»arativa studies oan harc11y be aons1c1ere4 an aaoU1'8te meaaUN ot clepml• 

enae or lndependenae. 

Seoondl.y. the taot that Tync1,ale rollme4 the outward tOl'III ot 

Luther• s Rn 'l'estamant and 1n llllD1' ot his other wr1t1nes borrowe4 cU• 

reotly f'raa Luther does not prcm, that he waa also depenclent upon him 

1n the mattel" or Bible tNnslat1on. 



'l'h!rcU.y ~ t he, o::-1gt.na1 aaauaatlon ot dependenoe with wh!oh '1',Ylldale 

W!ls abar&'t.!ltl ~ma r.mcle by his cmet!lles. tater slnd.lar o~ses beTe, tat1 

the moat 11nrt, been made with o. l!d.nillum ot nrlf'iaa1:10n, ancl haTa been 

0~ l'eps:.:t !!8r!'ormnoen or t:bat somaom has said in the past. 'l'hese 

II.lat be aallec.l 1;1 ques tion. 3'\lat ao the oheriJaa mad9 eaa:!.nst b.ither bJ' 

his enmnioa i(IIOtmot be take11 at thoir faee value, so also the abarge 

8{1J.l1nst ~ynclale by enemiea cwnnot be OO'JZS1dera4 valt.cl unless aaoa:apanled 

uith Jr.0J."O oubs tanti al data. 

111 eGnm'(l n ith t he great ~O!'tanea. whioh T,vndale at;~had. to t.be 

tmnsla~ion ot t he Bible into atgl1s11, amt 1n aoaord 'ffltb what we know 

to hnw been ~Jn&.lle•s 00111.P9tome in dealing 111th tha original lenguageo 

lie tbereton, aoueur witb Westcott ;imn ha as~ tbat •'J.'yndalo cleals w11;h 

ti1a t or.t aa ona ~o po:>aecl a zahole's juifgr'91lt upon pary fl'as-Dt of 

the work1
1148 aQd n1th tru, s tatement of IiemBuB that 

Tyndale bacl wthor•s work beton hilzl, an4 oonstantly eouulte4 an4 
occasionally a dopted it, but he navor ilJl,lioitly roua.a Lu:tber, 
but trensletas f rom t he or1g1Dal witll tM tl-eaclca or a man ,1ho ha4 
perf'eot contitlonoe in h:ls 011D seholarsldp.4' 



CHAP.l'ER VI 

TYNDALE'S IJEl:,J!111DiRE OR ummR IR Ol'JmR Tml'l'DUJ 

In t hiei ohepter's mr oa. of inveatigo.tion it :la somewhat easier to 

evaluate wtber0s :lnf'l u.enee upon 'l'ynclale. AlthOUBh the question of Tyn• 

dal o0 o dependenae upon Luther 2.n translation is fraught with llll!I¥ prob

l ems, his ieps~enee upon luthar :ln other writings is easier to 4eteot 

and beOOJllea mora app.."llr eut. In general we shall note quite a great do• 

greo ct dependenee 0 but s hall also note 1nc1openc!&noe and or!glullt,- cm 

'll'Dc!ale's part in sans areas and in sane of his work • 

.wther 11s writ:lnga eppearac! in both Ge:nzan ancl Lotin. It is perhaps 

necessary to say et thin time that Tyndale was sutf1aieatly aaqua1nte4 

n1th either languaga t o borrow exten.~ivel,. trcu Luther it he so desired. 

One othei• thing ought to be mnt1oned betoro t aking up the W1"1t1nge 

tbe!l'--Belvea. In the days ot 'l'ynclale enc! luther, before csopyrisht laws, 

eto., lt was not naaesl!Br11¥ cona1deN4 plasiar1B11l to adapt another mn•a 

work into miother languaae. Tbe point :la tbat .'l'yndole•a dependenoe up011 

Luther :ln this eree detraota nai ther f'rall his aoholarly work cm the Rn 

Testament nor tran his persmel integrity and honesty. 

llllrgiDBl Botea 1n the Bible 

Although '1'1n4ale1s ootavo 841 tlcm ot J.526 oonta:lned no 1111rglnal 

sloasea, the q~rto e41t:lon ot l,526 an4 subsequent revisions 414 oanleila 

mars1na1 notea1 aa wall aa bla l.530 eclltlcm of the Pentateuoh. n aoa, 

that the preaenae ot these oaanenta a4de4 to tbe blbl:laal tat was aua• 

tarary at tbat t1me1 Luther's Rew Testament oontainell auah slaases, ae 
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••11 as OOYaft\l of the \'i:,el11'lte ana otbor ftrslona or the da7• 

l'oi- t he moot part ~ le marel;v tookl over tha JIBl'SAnal glosses ot 

Iuttier•c I En. estr1mnt0 ~-mnslatact tha into .AD3lf'll-6emD1 in .,.. plaoas 

Dlll'la:ll1D!j o~ expanding t ho notes0 ancl plneod the-:sa in bis osn Bns1,:lsh 

&il1ttou. Carrt,bsll attributes t he oon4emnat1c,n ot TYJUlale's tmnslet:lcm 

1n · l ent,'\ p z.,~ ""ily t o t he mc1atenoa of those Lutheran glasses of 0 un

Ol'tho4~ eJ-i.a...--act er. c1 1'11 e ocmparison ot tbe seoaml ac1S.tlon ot Luther's 

l ,: ma&tcr.1an~ arul of t he cne Z'eimdn1na ~nt of ~yndale'a ]526 ~uarto 

edition, Gmbs!- ma.Ices a vor-;1 oonv!nc,1ng attempt to pl"OVe 'i'ync!ale's 48• 

pencleno!> in t hio mattor. 03 p!!Ses 76 to 96 or hie book he llats sla& 

by a1tla ell t ho ~n.el notes tOUD4 1n both ot tho ealt:lcma Qllllt:laaecl 

as f er &'i ~ tther, 22:12. ~ hero 'l':,m!ele•s f'ragmant stops. Th(9 s1m1larlf;)' 

bo m t he t 'JO oats or notes 1s Natlily appaNnt. Gl'llber'a 8UVIDN'J' o~ 

the a1tuaticm t ollO'Da: 

'l'm exact number of the nmrglnal slossea :111 '1'1Ddale's J'nlsam, 1a 
92. or th9seo \'18 tlnd S1 to be aJ.m3t: wholly (a&T8flll partq) 
Pftl0t1aally literal tmuloH.ons of Luther's notes1 11114 these 111"9 
tl notes or impOJ'tanac,. At least tbrae otber noteo are basa4 upon 
wtber'e notes (l.lltt. 21181 5181 JS•S>• Jma 32 8Z"8 appan11t;l)' not 
baaed upon lather's notes in r.tattha (l-221l2)a but thssa an 
scmerally abort aJMI OCUIJ8ftlt:l:vely ummpartant. flleNt'ore, ~ 'l'J'B• 
ctalo's 92 notoo. alJr.)st ~thircJs• end these, the notes °i s1p1• 
fl.aanoeo are _ts1cen 41reatly :t.raD blthor's panll&l notes. 

JlcnDu D4mlts an almost equal Bl'IIDQDt or s1rd1al'lty behe9D tba t;;:;o aeu 

ot notes. alloglna that tifty•t\Jo ot the n1r:et;y-two ban been talmn ml'8 

Jw. E. Oampbiall, imAJIW• 'haO@la U4 !lam. (Hilwsukae1 The Bai• 
Publlahlng Co. 0 n.d.) 1 .P• 108. 

21.. BranJdln Dft'bel'., DA ,Drat iMJJR la Ztet-emu .1114 klbtE• 
DA B1111 Bxten5 l9 •blph TYPsle11 a& PIPIPOIP1 1lll5ll lldJII£ a. A 'laPI• 
1@l9E (Blaz'llDc'aat '1'be IlltheNP J.1:le1."8J'7 Boerl11 1928), P• 13• 
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or less l1tera.lly tram Luther• as om;,arecl with Gruber•• assip1ng dizieot 

depenclenoa to f:lfty-sevc,n. 

However Demau.,; al s o points out that there :la not absolute depenclenoe 

upon I.uther i n th:1.s matter, but t het he use4 his own Judgment in his se

leation .. He eays1 

The marginal notea. those •post:llent glosses,• against whioh the 
indignation ot the clergy was espeo1ally excited, haft been to a 
lar ge extent t ranslntod by Tyndale tram those ot Luther. Rot that 
'l'ynclale t ranslated like a servile 1m:ltator. whose in.tellaat was too 
berren to be oapable of or1s1n,Bllty1 cm,rphem he us• h:la OlfD 

j\1~nt5 Ba:DatitOOS Ile ourte:lls Luther's notes1 a0111et:lmas be amlte 
thema often he iuserts notes ot Ilia o;m• RD4 these or wrloua ldndse 
explanatory and dootrinal. Some ot the longest ot these marginal 
glosses, as well as some ot those wh:loh. most emphBtioally pmpowu! 
the doct rine ot justif':loat:lon by faith, are original to Tyndale1 1n 
other cases the words ot Luther bava been expan4ec11 and have formed 
not s o much tho souroe of 'l'yndale •a note as the nuoleua out ot whioh 
it has grc:w,n.3 · 

It :le necessary that we also say aameth1ng ot the zmrginal notea 

found in Tynilal e 1s Pent atai.\ch. !i!haae notes are ·not to suoh a degree de• 

pendent upon I.uthel.• es t hose f'ounc! in tbs Rew 'l'estamant. Westoott, hi:Jm• 

ev~r• says that •the spirit and even the style ot klthctl" is d1st1not~ 

vis:lblo in them.■4 Dmaaus ana NombGrt ooru,ur in denpng a olose siml• 

lar1t:, bstween Tyndale's and lather's notes in the Pentateuoh. Delaua 

Strange as it ay appear, it ta aotually the t'aot that 1n hie ~ 
on the Pentatwohe Tyndale baa talmn nothing whatever 1"l'Clll bla Ger
l'IIBD oonteu;,orery. .Amonpt upward ot a hundred gloaaes9 there la 
only one lnatanee ot a:lmllarity autt1o1ent!¥ strons to augeat tbat 
'l'yn&'lale borrowed .t'rm LutherI and the note la :ln tbat oase so wr.r 

-'R. J>aaaua, alJHam w,i,, t\ ¥9fB"!W (Landon• The Re11glaua 
'l'Nat Sooietye 1 . • P• 131• 

"8roo1at J'oaa Weatoott. ,. ASIPH'll tlmf. Rt !la Biatorz at aa BrsUu 
1111k (London, ll!lomillan and Oo. • 1905). P• "4• 
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olm.oua nnd a 1J0U..plooe. as t.o attol."4 no SftM.dld ~ uaarHna tbill 
eYen 1Jb:1s one oolitGcy gloss laaa been t;ranslGtCld .tZ'0ff1 1:118 0.1'1111111-=1 

Dalus appa..'l"ently puts ~1a 1'1ngor ma the ooullCI or Tynlale 111 4e-

partul'8 f1"t'm1 w,,.ne tutbai.e's notea :ln th9 Pentateuah to any great extent. 

Ba aonjactur3~ t ilat tq dot ·'IQ so 'l'yndal.cJ0 as it ffel'ee waa prolen!ns 

epinGt t he oholc opular s lanaer that he was nothins more than an Ene• 

11oh aoho ot tho gr,,. t Cm-am.\ heresiaroh. Dtma"s then goes on to ea:,·, 

.Perb s it ulcl hsve bson better Sf' T,,IJM!ala had. 1n this mattGZ' 1101"3 
alo l y t ollffi otl hi s aerama pl!'Ol'looeaso.r1 t'ozo tbo gnateot ot T1D· 
dale' s admf.ro~ must adm!t thaf. 111s keetn aeNaaaa an l))' no saDS 
U!.) suitable rm nooanpanimnt to

6
tm aaera4 text ea lllthe:r•s toi,o

srai,ll!cal ed o.xpos!tmey notes. 

P.retcccs ena Introductions to 'tho 'Biblioal Boom 

'1'1naale ' s trMSJ.atlcm0 aa wsll ms !Atber's• also aonlaine4 a Pft• 

faca or prologue to the Nn 'l'estermn't as uell as llltl"04uottou to tbe 

Tario-.io coks • both ot the Old and New 'l'estamimts. In i,,pn! 'to mat 

ot tl1m1e wo oan also see o al09e depenc!enoe upon Lutber, not111g however 

in aoa:, or the a i:os1t1m en Tyndale's part wrey aontl'81"Y to tbat ot 

hlthor. 

Conosrmng T,ndale'a •Prologue• t:o tbe Hew lfentm:ant fowid ID tbe 

~6 Q.U8l'to ~nt nupp says. IIThe whole or 1uther1 a .PNtaoe 1s vmaa

late« by ~&Ile. u1th the ezaeptlon or a . few lsolatea an4 untm,onant 

•or4a. To th1a Tyne.ala baa ma&I ael'tain add1111cma \lb:loh amotmtJ in all 

SDa.-nmso 2'l• Ail•• P• ea7. 
'Du. 



9.5 
to about f'our tolio pages.•7 And Westoott et!nd.ta that •There ls 1n4eecl 

a rlns in the ope1l1ng words vb1ah mtsht have led an,- one tend.liar •1th 

IAlther•s style to suapeot their nel souroe.•8 To show the (!Z'eat a1m-

1la1'1 ty bstwaen t he t\'10 ,·,e have lnolucled en appencUx to this thesis OCIII• 

»arlng portions of the tno. The reader will readily soo th.et there oan 

be no doubt conoerniq Tyndrale'o dependenae. 

Por most or the 111troduot1onn to the Tarious book's the same depencl• 

enco i a evident. Westcott sums lt up as tollCMs1 

The Prologues to 2 Oor1ntlliens9 Ephesiana9 Philippians, Colass1ana9 
l■ 2 Thesealoniens9 1 9 2 Thllll0tby9 Tltws. Ph1lemon1 19 2 Peter. 
le 2a 3 John, are almo:it entirely taken trcm Luther, but in near~ 

... ,.al'l: ciases ln a oonipre11se,1 t01'llle That to lhe CJelatlans inaorpol"atea 
a. large piece or Iutbcn-1s 0 but is i'ull!1r. ~ 

Westoott also ~ a• 

In ot ller plaaeo Tlndole omits the .temporal appl1aat1ona with uhloh 
Lutber uelightecl to aninate his taaahlnga end tempers the per
emptorlf5as ot his expo3lt1o.n b7 a fuller retorenae to the text 
itself. 

Tr,o other di tteronaea ought to ba noted. ftrat ot all, Luthei- bad no 

apaolal prologues to the tour sospels 1 1n h:la 1534 rnls:lon '1'yn&lle in• 

Olu4ad prologues to the e.eoounta or all tour ot the ewnsallata.ll All4 

althOUQh th9 prologues to llllrk■ Imce an4 J'oJm are short9 yet they shoa 

7E. G. Rupp, Studl11 Ja .Shi Ml,ldDB st JiJII. IPBliah r,oteetapt za-
dltlea (Cambrlctee• University Press. 1949>. PP• 49t. 

Owestootto Jm.• !11•, P• 146. 

'.w.t• • P• i;;o. 

l01144. • P• 151• 

~le•• prologues 11&:, be f'oun4 1D Ped£ipa1TEIPIIIM1141Ptn-
4M!!mfsff m,u,EM!i f9039PI .Sit a. ll9J.z s,natunt, • w111t,am 'ltilJ'' •J1n: • edltecl - llaD17 \falter, (Cambrldp1 UniTerslty Preas, • 



that Tynclole ms not Snaepable of ctepulilla t1'0II wba, J.latbar bact 4cme. 

Seoomlly • T,mt2le ' a ilulepeatlenae beoamos eYOD zaore appanmt 1D Id.a 

»i-oloaues to IIebr0\'19 .76:ID3s ·an4 Jwla. Iu.t.heZ'. as ls well lmo1m.8 bad 

tl'eatecl theaf.l books ea not entltletl to apoatol:lo outbonty. ~ ODl"e• 

fully exam1D11>3 all the Bt"&Woonte, '1':Yntlale aonolutla4. Sn 411'80t oppoal• 

lion to IMther. that the-a bool:s OU&ht to be 1mluds4 with the 81111a 

eutbority Ba the OtihCII" b!bllael books. 

Although 'lyndole laavafJ the questian ot the authorship or &ebnlls 

open. be oon:slut13s I Ya sc,e tllst · tbla ap1atl8 OU&ht DO 11101'9 to be ftl• 

tuStlll for a hol~. e;o4l u an4 oatb.olio, tban tbe otbel' authentlo aorlp• 

tuns . 1112 

Ooneernln,g tllEt eu.thor1ty and worth or tbe epistle ot Jams. 'l'Jm181• 

Thoutlh t bia epis tle were 1"8fusod 1n Ille old tln18e an4 4eaie4 of 
rtJeD.Y to be t be epistle ot. •a ftr'Y apos,1e. • • ,..,, beaawle it 
settetb up no rmra•s doovlne, bllt orinh to keep the law at 004. 
methinketb 1 t c,usht ot r.lsht to be taJmn tor boly aorlpture.l.3 

Anti in his J>!"Ologue to tl1e epistle ot ~• 'l'ynclale also aays tbat 

•••~ t ile mr.&tter :l.e so godly. end epaeing to other plaoea of b~ 

aor!.pt1D."I), I aee 11ot but that lt ought to ba'N tba authority ot ho~ 

aaripture.•14 

12.DK., PP•. 5321• 

l3Dil•• P• ~. 

~-• P• 531• 

• • 
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st lU. w1aa4 l.iJJ!19!1l !d. %ht. Oba4lenqe Ill. & Ohr.laHp lllll, bot;h J:lllb• 

11ehec1 during the tima Ylhen Tyn«ale waa npposeclly at JlutbUl'S by llaml 

Iatt. 'l'he for.mi- is an exposition~ the parable or the unjust atawazrt, 

and 1a a treatise cm the dostl'ina at Just1t1oat1on by ta1th. Oonoernlng 

th:la uorlc Rllpp s oys, 

Tyndale's f'ii-st work af ter the tranalet1on or the Ra;r 'l'eatamnt waa 
the \Vic~ rt,mmon, v:hioh :lncluclea tho whole or Luther's sermon on 
the Unjust Stov1a rd, preached in l.522, while the rest or the treatiaa 
is Iutheran 1n eent1mant and 1rlllgarr and nay be borrowea f'rcm anolJh• 
er wr1t1ns ot the Oer.mn na.tcmnar.:1.5 

b. Obedienoe 9!. A Qbr:lation 11!a 1a the largest ot ~ie•a •Ol'Jm 

exaept toz.• his translation. .Forticms ot St are ctrawn traa works at 

wther, but it is tor the ni,st part. original, altbouah the l&ltheND 

theo.l,oatonl :lnf'luonoe oan be seen th1'aughcut. Demus 811111!1 up the won 
tbua1 

The whol e book :ls ert,'WD9ntet1vt1 an&! polem1oa11 it was 1Dtende4 as 
a def'enoe or the .Reformers trcm the imputations mde agaiut th-. 
that 11 they caused 1naul"l"e0tion1 and taught the people, to aiaobey 
their beads and governon, anc1 to rise against thell" pr:lnoes16an4 
to nmJca e_?-1 ocm:aon, an.a to make h-.iTOD ot othal" mn•a sc,oda,• 

.4.nothe:..• o~ Tyndale' 11 lal"891" worlm 1s his •Bl;poal tion or tbe Se1'Bm 

ma the Mount.• Although sim11ar1tlea are not. ao fraquent aa in ZIii, 

fan.bll .e.t !ba \7:lake4 M,m:P99. yet l't ls eTl4ant that '1'ylu1ale not~ 

ba4 blttore him, mt aleo use4 rethar extaD11iYe1¥, !A&tb.er•a work on 'tbe 

aeme three ohaptem or st. llatthew•a CJoapel. !'be aoousatian tbat '17D• 

c1ale la here clependent wee mado laag ago bJ' George 1079, wb.o apltetull.F 

4eolared tbat 111 reeU ty 1 t was •llatber tbat •ct• it, TJD4ale onq mt 

lSaapp, S• .Ill.•, P• S1. 

l'n..ua, &• .111•• P• 186, 



ll'IIDB1et1~ an.a pc,r;4er1fts it baro ena tbara 111'1, his oa tantaates.■17 

Although Joye i s mmg_lJG1"8t:lng, :,et all oonmmtalOl"S aaree that the slm-

1larlt1ea b t nean t he tno oxolude the posslblllty ot t'yn4ale 1a oamplete 

ortglne11 t .. r 1n regard to this T1ork. 

In Elddl t!on mogt of t te Slllllez' "~ks of Tyn48.le are 1'0late4 to 

worka 0£ hlther. Rupp says, 

An G¥pos1t!on or I Cw. vii vae widely kDcml as •'l'yn&ale•a rdatl'l• 
0 and t hou,.t.th thoro l a srms 4011.abt ~ ~JD,dale's a1.1thOl'Sh1p1 :lt 

too \l,as ceriver:1 l?ror.a Iathel'. '1'he expositiona or tho fifth, alztl:l. 
end eovanth ahapters ot i~tth8'11 are also tftlnslaUona or Bal'IDODS 
b:, wtber., while 'l';ynclalo •a fa:tlm@Y !2 DaJ.% SS'1P!iMa :la. hla ecUticm 
or lather's pretaat to tha New '1'astamm!a The ez,PCXJ1"icm ot I John 
imy prove to have ha4 e simllar ol'lsin• -

c, can any, i.hano tbnt allmat ell ot Tyudele's aontrcm,ra~al and 4n'O

t1onal \ r1tinse wora c!leriTed cUl'Satly baa l.lllher, and that TJIM1,ale often 

8X!)aru]ed ud added to thfJln, bl.Lt 1n easenae they were INt tl"BD!llatlona of 

IBther. 

NeTertheleas, at lmst maa of 'lylu!ala1s maJor WOl."lca wbloh we haft 

not oons1«ored thUa far points us to the tan that ir,adale ooul.4 be ori

slnel. '1'hs 1\llSDr a §IE 'l'horffilp Mam'@ W@JPNe, beoause ot ita ftl7 

nature, a011ld not to any extent be lnclebtocl to Luther, cnan though I.11th• 
. 

enm tbeolcs:, is evil!ont tbl"OIJBhcut. In b1s plalpp flm'e ba4 arl tiaS.zed 

~le both on his tmn.,.latim an4 also on other points. aeoauae emnns 

Ol!m- things ll'ynd.ale' a AMDF .12 JU£ 7b21m2 Mop' a P':NPBMI takes up Iha 

ftlue ot tho tnmslatloa ot original wOl'ds into the Bnsliah :I.diam, Ibo 

ozilglnaUty of ~le aannoi: be isnor.1 OI' 4enlc,d ID Ilda WOl'k. It la 

17DH-· P• 323• 

l9aapp, S• lb•• P• 51• 



evlrlont that th1s wouUl newr heft been a problem tw lather. !'be alyle 

mitJ value of t his wort: !llu.state woll 'that; '1'ync1ale waa oapable ot pro

ducing BOo4 l! t ·erature Yli thou.'t a3o1dng the as.a of IA&tba or freely oon

multlus hiu orks. 

Oonoemi~ tJ_is r,-ork, otllar small worlcs ot 1'yndale "'blob are orSgin• 

al to him, and original ~rUons ot those 1n flhioh be la S.D4c,bte4 to 

Luthero Oem,pbal l , a Rome--11 Catholic,, daclal"GBI 

As an or!gi nal author 'l'3'ndalo io distinguished for tho humble :,et 
not too or.rli.aar,v virtues or aleaZ"DSss and 41reotnese. He bad a 
oomplcte eor.mm.nd of language f or the purposes of ,11eo1ogiaal arsu• 
mrmt wul contr oversy. His meaning is alweya pla:ln, and if' his 
trae.til!lea are not now pc,pular0 tbat aom,a trc:a tb.e laas ot ga1181'8l 
1nte1X1st in th mattei-,

1
4l)ncl not f!'aft any l'teterront or weRriao:ue 

q1111l1tiea in his style.~ 

Rupp. i.lo perhaps more than an,yons else points out 'l7nt!ale'11 4epelldenoe 

upon Iutmu.-1 deolares, 

T)'lldala invarle'bly GlJOQlm of' Marlin Luther with sreat NBJJeat, amt 
his trenslat1oll3, partloularl.:, of urlt1np oonaarntna •ZU&t1fieat1GD 
'byFeith0 , are thB beat evi4enao ot bla cle'bt to the OeftBII Ref'm:mr. 
Yet it is also olear that he was nobh1ng of tho ocmplete ctMotee, 
and oertainly no 1'1119N naaohanio euppel'-Up ot anothal"'a aou1deN4 
trifles. Hio other writings, and. his ecmtl'OTU'aiel cl:lalasue spins• 
&iore, w:f:tness that he bad a<a1th:lng virile to ec!d on h!a om ao-
oount.20 · 

In CUJ?Jmey, then, :l t oon be eai4 thA.t la the area or literary Pl"O

auet:lon0 exceptt.ng h:le tl"BDSlat!oa, '1paale la pez'baps more n14ent)¥ de

pend.ant upon Luther tba :ln an,' ot;her area. Neftl"thelesa, 'l'ymtale la 

aapable or ol"18inal1 ty anc1 ottan tHeplaye it ill hla wrS:'1~• 

19
a.a;,bell, mt.• a\•• P• 16. 

2
~P• 9R• .11\•• P• S1• 
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'i'WJDAIE•s 1"£Pffl7mNCE ON W.i.'Htm IN 'mEOLOOICJ\L 'i.'BOUGBT 

As mentionod provioi..sly,· tllfJ latter part ot 'l'1D481e'a llf'e •e spent 

in th.a oit:; of! J'\ntworp. Hero it was that he ftnel:1¥ t,as bet~ by one 

HenX"Jf Phillpso a t'ello.; EngU.slwan0 and l'8IIOvad to the oaetle al Vil• 

"ftm'ieo e ehort d:!.stanoe nt'Jfl3,1 whel"e Tyndale ma aubaaquently marlynte4. 

Ha m!>t bis ~ate on Oetobar 6, JS36. leavl~ tbla Ufo m. tb a Pl"l9YltZ' that 

the eyeD of' t lle K!D&J ot BllglEma mt.pt be opene4. 

li'ran t he fcmm.l <1ntry 1n tbs Ai"Ohlwa at .BNssela we learn tbal 

'l')rndFJle '7es iq,!'isomd tor e parlotl ot one J9Bl9 end one 1mnc1N4 and 

tb!r ty-five (laye.1 '-'his wau.14 plaoe hla arNsl on the 23:L"d or 21a,th ot 

??ay, l..53.5• The acoClUDt ot his arrast an4 1mprlaOD11'.8nt la slvm 1D 

sreat detail by D'om, who eupposel'lly 2e0e1Yed his lntorrmtion tram 

Poyntz, ,dth whor!I 'l'yn4ala had resl4o4 .in .Antwerp.a 

.Uthaugb 'l'yrulale's lmprlaonnent end exeoution 81"8 not Smponant to 

Oil!' d:l.souaston, yet 1 t le pel'tlnent that be -gas ezaoutetl es a Lutho1wa. 

Sumlna u,p the oonc11 Hans 1D tbO Nethel'lmMta illllec1late~ prior to ,,__ 

Gale's arrest, DemFvs soys tile tollowlns• 

la. Deuaus. a111sm 'hRO!M• 4 12:ASDPbX (1':IDGmal 'l'ha Rellaloua 
~ Sooletyo 1 ), P• 391■ 

2
3oha !'me• Iba AIU 1114 .,,,,,,, It lsaba DB• A JIB llf r-,i,te 

143$ima. edltecl by stephen Reed Ca~tl97 (lacloa1 Ra B■ Seeley 8114 ··• 
a&l'IIBide, 18,38), Y • 128-,34. 
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'1'128 Bq)ermo fflmrloe V., acnpellel! to bow to the toroe of oll'UUlll
atanaeo 1n Gernmny, c.,nd to tolerate the ~es1:anta uham lie uas 
unable to represn, a0CJllOUD4eB. ,rm, this zreluet;ant weakness 1q' taat-
1ng t he i"J:totestnnt::a 1a ht" herecHtary 4cm1nions ulth inorased 
sever ! t~.3 · 

It ID.tat be statetl that 1 t a s not &m to the inst5Getloa ot el ther "the 

Xine; of ED31-and or ot l31shop 'l'un.qtal, en aoc 'lat:lm t'NC].Uentlv m.cle, 

thst 'l'l'ndale t:· pat to de!lth. notber, :lt wco done undel' the aatharity 

mt4 t ~ ~~ pt~-mt!cm or t he agents or Charles v. 
~bis ell basomsa mth01" important when ~e eon.sider the oll'CIW?l

ata:leeG 01" '!'ynclale•a ti'"ial and the oh!lrges or hereoy tor: whioh be was 

exeo11ted. 'l':,r..dnle 1as oon4c.,mac!. to die cm the basis of tho c\leoree 

Bl!,Sir.st lteresy ,;bioh hattl OOGD issuef.l at .Augsburg epinat Iatbezrens. 

ln JS, o,., e. v~y str1naent deoree against bereay baa been Saned at 
&aeobura under the ED;>oror•e authority, dlreote4 parHaulu-ly 
aga1m."lt the dootrlne pt justif'1aat1on by f'alth. 1'bls still re
mo1aea 1n tull fol'Oo.4 

It 'fins es a Luthe1"8n, and tor luthenm 4ootrlaes, then, that 'l'J'Ddole was 

At h1a 1:r1P..l 'r:ln'1ale wa11 oharseill with holtlillg and teaohlns 1iba· ro1-

lowing be~tical doctr!nen1 

•nrAA, ha hat.I ms1nta1na4 that r&itb a1cma ,jw1Uf'lea1 
•sgponj, Iw m1ntet.nocl tbat to ballave !n the rorslftDll■a of s1Da 
aD4 to embrace tb.e merc,y oftcn-ed in the Gcspel, wu enough for aal.• 
fttions 
0NEO, be averred tbat bUnrm 'tl'Bdltians oanmt "b1n4 the eonseienae, 
euept when thetr ·nesleo~ nd.ght oaaaelcm soent1el1 . . 

~ •. 2D.• !ll•o ·pp. 383f'e 

. "un. a. o. Commt, DA §MH1b BJbJa• Wffl et .D& Tnn•l•Ma 
st .. ,ldz Sf£1.Plff: JaS2 - 1Mllsh jJ'mGO ._ Yoa:1 Sbel4all, 
BlaJama & Oo., l.8S o P• 304• 
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•l!~QLtX"tJl. he cle.niod the fJ:rea4am ot the w1111 
0 1l&.ttch• he danietl t hat thcaro is 8111' puraatoeyJ 
•§.!&t...tb be af'fin:ad tlHlt DO! ther the Virgin nor the Sa!nta p~ ror 
us ta th.oir mm persona 
•§1.v.<mf'dl. Ile esseriea that neither the Tll"gin DOI" the Sainte shol&lcl 
1'e 1nvolcod by \VJ• u.5 

One cannot es e~-~>a aotioilia t bs 11.itheran e?IJ,l)hewc,s o~ tho •baros1es• with 

17h1oh T,Jfttlalo \"laS ai'mr .gec1. Tho purpo:.,o of this ahapta is to determine 

to ,1he t extent T'-,;-nt1al o wos 1n Q,Sl',983mt or d1sagreemnt 111th Luther in 

t he mttar o~ theol03ieal t lloaght. 

~dale's Uae oi' Iutber's WorkD 

In t ho t wo prooeding ahopters we treetel! Tyndale's use or Iutber's 

thsologios l urt tings ruu1 traulotion. This 1a one or the stZ"ODgast Ol'BU• 

raeuts f or do~tr!.nal 3gree:mnt between 'l.',JIU!ale and lather. It T,n&lle had 

not agre~a. ii.th I.u.ther on so rmny points of clootrim, 1t would baft bem 

impos,o1bJ.Q ~or hitd to pNsent ao bis omi news ao mob of wbloh hacll oo:a 

frcxa I».ther's p,m Md tor t11e 11JOst part was only an Bnaliah tl'IIIISlation 

by 'l'Ylldale■ l o here ere maid.~ ntennoe espeoially to 'l'Jdale'a wo 

lar~c,r treetisos, ~ Par,ble ,gt 11.¥! v.·1wc1 P.)appp aD11 I.hi OJd,iapqa ~ 

A ChPJ.etian !.t!m., as ,,eu BB the D11117 narginal glosses Em4 upos1 tiona 

of ftriwa portions ot Scripture 1n wldah Tyndale made aop:loua uae ~ 

lather' a pnw!o,..19 . labOrs. Also, the md.ent to whloh we attrlbule 'l;va• 

dale's •borrov1n,g• b'om Iuther ln his tmulatlons, partlolllarJ.¥ those 

•hioh reveal a deo1c!etl Iutbenm empbasla, 11118'& be NOOgD1ze4 u a aant• 

tenation ot dootl'lnal ~• between the no. 
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Comern1na the Illthenm nnture ot 'fyndale •a wrt ,11188 RUpp 11n.tes 1 

Next to 11:la B1'bl1eal tran.~latlon, ~ was ooneened to aaka 
lmonn the t3e.eh1n:g of Iuther 1n an E2Jal1sh 4reaa. Se ha4 to wal.Jc 
4elioataly tar tbs crarlm ot klther mre &VffYWbta"' psiosorlbetl. blat 
be suoaeor so \7ell 'that da:,n to Ol'll' t!ae, the hll 01ttont ot hls 
clobt to Iuthe1• 1-,as not b9en made apparent. 

lJr!tina S{i81ne., '!b<'t ~ ,S2t fA Ohr1st1Jlu !&z More ewrates 

tho various Iu4·beran heresi&"l ot oh10h Tl,-ntlal.e ne guilty aQd then goes 

on to aay0 

Be bath not only se1.·1kell oi.\t the mat p.oison that he eou.14 nna 
thro1.tgh all !.nthe:i:-•s bo:,ks, 011 tale ot him by mouth, ontl sll ttat 
hath epatte out in this bcok8 but ho.th also la· many thlnga tar 
pas,-,etl b:1.s ma3te,:, zunnl:rtB forth so ma tor m11os that ha tareth 
os though he hea.""'ll not his on. voice. 7 · 

~bat 1::,ndalo s~ssod l11tter 1n those 11her-e.s1oa0 ohioh Lutherans hold 

80 «oar 13 cloubt.tul, but :l.t OBD.'lot be don!od that Tyndale's WQl'Jm Z"e• 

tl~ct a daflnite mtheran 1nolination. 

OaTJJpbell says tl-.e follm11J8 :ln r9SB1'C1 to f,m Pamble 9.t ,b Wiglrad 

Lmmm• 
In the :,iear J..528 Tyndale publishea his Pgftble ,9' 1b1. 'Hpiglcl !'N'f'!d: 
or, as ho OBlle lt eleswhera9 •~ book ot tha jUstS.t'ytna ot ~aitb.0 

It is an ez;position of wtt1er•,- key 4oatr1zae ot JUstlf'loatlCIII • 
Faith, end is e clue not only to IBther•a theolastaal m!Da. but also. 
ana pol'haps eren !'im"Q1 to his ~tad &n4 torture4 nature-a naw:w,, 
1Bdeoil oo wry unlike '1'~le•a tbat "• my wond.el" hon 'l'yNlale aam 
to ba ~ or euoh a 4ootr!ne. &it porhops w1 tb 111111 u. oam 
to ca:pra.99 h1a own lcmg:!.113 to'l! u.nlO'll with Goa rather thml any •• 
QggenteG sense ot delivery :trara the bonc1age of s1n. 'l'be Yery •01"4 
4t;gno·,mt. at-me~t, wldoh hs 1nt1'04uaes tor the nret H'l 1Dto 
our own English theolcgioa.l ~. seems to 'beU' this out. · 

~- G. Rupp. Studies a 111A Jllld,M at DA -~&,h 39BIHR5 fma,a (Cabr1dge1 Uniwn1t:, Pntae, 1949). P• 49 .. 
7

:DIJalse .9il• .IJ.1•• P• 202. 

8,,. E. 08JIQlbell, IDW:IHI~ !YP41l& ml lfRa, (1111waukae1 '1'be Bl'IIN 
Pllbliahlng Co., n.ct,.), P• 111. 
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Althougl1 Cav1.1>bell'e psyohoanalyaia ot Tync!ale an4 luther Sa question-

able• the pre--em1nenoe ot the c1ootr1ne ot •aola t1c1e• in the W19PO 

lfmma, 1e 1na-oed1ately evident. 

Bvan in those vr!t!nss where 'l'ync1ala 111 not 4ependent upon !Mtber 

his very atyle and manner or expression ere rend.Diaaent or the Oel'IIED 

Refol'ffler. Although the tollan:lng paaaage shows no partioular tr.aaea or 

IA&tlleran theoloa31. it eho11ld illustrate that Tyndale :la eapable or the 

aama tiery i nftetives ~;hick oharaoterizad Illther. In this passage~

tlalo :la eritio:lz1ug Fisher tor a sermon he had praaohect against ~ther. 

!,~rk:, I pray you. wmt en orator ha (P!aber) is, end how Tehemantl.¥ 
be persuadeth& Martin wther hath burnt the Pops•s Da9£a;tals1 a 
man:it es t s ign• GS:lth he, that he waul.d bove b1.U'Bt the Pope's Holl• 
nas& also i t he had hod him& A lib ol"gWDl9Jlt wbiah I suppose to 
be rather true. I malce1 Rooheater and hie royal brethren baT& 
burnt Ohrist•a Teate1110nt. em evident stsn, Teri.1¥1 tbrl't they' oaul4 
h'.lve bu.mt Christ elso if' tbey had had 81m. 9 

Count l ess other passeses original to Tyndale csoul.d be ad4uoed to prore 

this point. but even a aursory :rea.c11ng or B11iY of !ryzutale's wora will 

readily convinoe cm.e th.et even 1n style~ writing Tyndale was 'Ne1!7 

olose to tuthor. 

.A(Jl'Hmnt nlth wther 

Westaott has aaicl that the problem or cletining tbe dootrinal asree
llMlt and 41,rergenc,e 1n the opinS.ono of 'l'yndale and luther would be c11f'• 

t1eult1 but that the results wOl&ld be a moat inatruottw peaaage in tbe 

9Q)aote4 1n 11. 11ayna:r4 Smtih'• Happ IDl lllll * BotOJ.'Jl!IISSII (Lan• 
done Jlamrd.llan an4 Oo. Ltd., 1948). P• 300. 
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dootrinal history ot t1me.10 What Westaott says ia t:rue, but it is 

neaasaary that ne attempt to aO'l'er, ot least 1n a. sur,rey tasb1on, tba 

areas or eareement nnd c!isagraQillB11t between the two. 

Oonaernins Tyndale's theology Denaua states, 

Hore than t110St ot the early Ene11sh Retormars, 'l'yndale SNDl!I to baft 
aubjeeted all hie religious ballets to a aaarablng enndnat1on. an4 
to havo applied to them with riaon,ua 1cs:lc the atnnc!ard or Judgm,nt; 
which ha found 1n Holy Scr:lpture.U 

It IIIISt be romambered thnt the abcma assertion 1s not naaeesar1]¥ inacm

pat1ble with ae;raeril'.mt v,itil Luther. Althaush Tynl!ale1a v1ewe J1B7 bave, 

and evidonaa ina:!.oates that they d:la, asree vary sreatly with those ot 

lillther, this doee not axolwto the poss1b:Ulty tbat Tyndale himself' sul>

Jeotea ell dootrines to the, r1S01"0WI sarut1ny ot Sal"lpture. 

As tor bithor, ao alao for 'l'ync1ale the baals ot all c!ootrlne was 

tbat ot Sola i'ide. a. a. Rupp, 1D bis Stw!lg a .aR H@kiPR qt lml ID&• 

1'a Prptestant 'fmd1t1an. baa mde a very oonnno1ng attempt to prove 

thet thera wao very little, d:ltterenae 1n repr4 to the 4ootrSn.e ot Jua• 

t1t1ost:lon by tn1 th alone between Iathi,r and JDBD¥ at the early Bnal:lall 

Protestants. He aays1 

Zwingli an4 Oelnn, 1:lke tha other Continental Rat01'1881'8, 41ttera4 
hugely tran Luther enc! Jfelanahthcm about nany thin&a• 41ttere4 not 
lnaona:lc!erably about D11tters darlwtl,re tram 1uatif'1oat1one but 
about the fundomental teaoh:lng enahr1nec1 in the watablrord •Sola 
ftcta• theN was amcma tham all• ■tritcing and aubatanttal un1't7• a 
11nan:lmt ty •• may -.enture to assert to be shared by the Bns1:lsb 
Ref'oi,ners trm William 'l'ydale to JIS,obard Hoolcar.12 

1~ J'oss Weataott, A O,peral D.11!..sat lM.~159£¥ If. lbl. Ill&• 
Jiu Blbh (lmdon.1 lllomlllan an4 Co., 190.5). P• ~ 

UDll:laWle .5m.• .51&1•• P• U• 

~• S• .111•• P• 171• 
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And again he eays, 

All we can f'cd.rly do 1e to 1nl!icsate where the 4llantlat.atlcm lm8' · 
lie. and repeat that there ns strildng end substantial agreement 
EUllOl13 the Continental ana English Raf'ormen about the doctrine 
oWDIQarizea 1n the watchworcl •Solo Fide•. That ctoatrino :lo best 
otudiea, not in snippets from this or th.-..t work9 bUt in oueh treota 
EleJ 'l'yndale (Luther's) W1qg4 r&,11nrnon. ana • • • .13 

Botiea Rupp•a pleains ot ~ther'a nams ln parentheses uhen he refers to 

a 1.1"1 ting of Tyndale whieh is dependent upon Luther. 

We have a lrearly enumerated the oharges made against 'l'ync1alct at his 

trial. 'l'he 1•1rat ot these nas that he taught that !'&1th alone just:lftea. 

In 'l':vnclale's ensuing aetence it seams tbBt this doatrine fo1'11184 the cshlet 

the1113 of disousslon. Although the treatise written by Tync1ale 1n his 

49tonoe has not surrivea. th" repl7 ot his ohief' entesonist. Iatcmua9 

has bc::on pr i nt ed Rr.lDnS hie collected writings. Pram this writing end a 

knoillecJse or 'l':,ndale's oth91' writings it is not c11tt1cult to p:leoa to

gether T:,ndole's doctrine, ot Justlt:lcetion by !'&1th alone. Conoerning 

tbis J>am9us says, 

feith alonq ;tunt1naa \!ater., gga, C,s,sas 121& 1wJSifi99t 11m4. JZma>• 
Suoh wae the motto ot 'l'yndale1e trea:tiae1 and he treated this tun• 
damental eaaertian u ha had alreadJ' c1onct in his pPraJ>la ,st ll1I. 
111.ekad M911Jl1Pn0 na1ntain1J18 thet 1t waa the csardinal ax1aa of tba 
Hew Testamsnt9 ana applying it to the question or hwllm merit with 
the .most tearless and rigOl'OWI loa:lo• 

•!l'he keJ' ot the earing !mowlec1ge of SariptUl"e9
8 he eaaerta, •ta 

th1a1 God gives us all th11168 tree1¥ through Obrist w1th0Ut re• 
gar« to our 11orlal1 or in other words, ra:t.th :ln the maroy ot Qoc1 
throush Zeaus Christ, by the gl'BOe an4 work& ot Chl"lst, an4 with• 
out any regard to eny merit or goodneae of' our workB9 alone juatl• 
flu us :ln tbe sight ot Goel•• 
Th:le assertion be !)&rpetuall¥ repeated 1n bis treatise as tbe 
tounclatian or au his relig1aus ayatem1 be 4eten4e4 :lt with olear 
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eDii ao .. ont G1"{3HRianta1 cmc! he puahlld it to its log:loal oonolus:lons 
r,ith a bol anesu 1"rcm v.hiab mny ab.a hold tbs dootrine or justlft• 
aatioa by ta:l.th W~..\ld. n°'7-a.-&lys, ba inollned to shrink. He de• 
Died ani, dlatinetion in>t~een 1or~~ vhiob ~eel juat1f1aatlon 
Bn4 thoso wh1oh 1"ollowe4 l t, as l'Opl'deu'l their por1or to 1181'1 t l!IJI.Y'• 
th!ng £'mm God (na ~ 1rti9Miem ~ ~ tor works whioh f'Ol• 
lr,nod justifiaat·on did not 1119;-ease the im,BJ.'ICl ·aoodnsas of a man, 
but oa~.y r.am.fcs t :-:,d 1t opc,nly.J.4 

Sm.1.th 6()ea so 1:Br es to sa:,. •Tynd.nlo, 1t ea~. was mora acmaiat

ent in hie oolii"iditmi W!l t han 9rtln Luther.nlS Be · than goas OD to 

point ou~ tt.e trQBed:, 1;b~t 1 t wes for a rtootr1no whioh llsl'dl.1' anybod1' 

in lmglmul nu., llolm ced 1n wl lah eff/f/ are !nte:tteate4 that 'l'vndole was 

ooadam~6 t o die.16 

iu.."'-lib • M410re, in T~dale • s oont1"09'0rsy \71 th llore it :lo tbis aeme 

dcotrine which orms the ohiet topia ot 6lsoW1S1on. !irs. H. o. Conant 

1.>ointa oat t11a on .sG> oC r~re•s vehamsnae eg9:lnst ~ynd,ale by ~ne:• 

~h• f!&.!' :lnspr j.n3 o~ his (More's) zeal, the motlvs v1b1oh turniahea :lta 
IDC6t I>(r.:erful impulse. sNl cl:lpt b:ls pen la the gall end. wommooct. 
ia t o 113 ~ound in aoneth:lnt:: mre personal to hirmell', namsq. 1D 
h1:s onn :ln.'.!ard :&'0l1giOUD bistJary-. S'l1e d:lstl.ngu1sh1ng tlootrlm ot 
t Reto t1on, iWJt!fJontien m faith a1ppa., ue th:, obJeot ot 
hla Oaopoot awr-.:>lcm. Wlth all Ma lntelUscmae, Slr 'l'hCIIBS ~ 
aoala nct r13e bova the belief, that tho hair ahlrt whioh ba •Oft 
next his skin, the fNC11UJnt f'astSnao, Ylclls, end tlepllatlOID8 n:ltb 
wh1oh hG

1
m.ttl:lctad his bcNly, v:CU"e otter1ngs 11aaa11t:eble to tbs Goll 

of love.,·, 

In 'l'Jndale's writ:lnas &§!tinst v.ore. in 11h1oh he la 1n4epelldant ot Iatber, 

ba upholds a."U datonaa t!:ie 4ooU'1ne ot 11Sole ftde• ·wtth the aame dater• 

lllinati~ •1th 'ldllOh he propauntla 1, ill tbose 111':ltln&a where he :la ln4ebt-

U,.,,...,.a, SI.• Jd.l.•, P• 424• 

.15Sm1 th, ... Ill•. P• 320. 

16Dl4• 

17
0anant, D• JI.U.•• P• 186. 
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e4 to Luther. TIU>m oan bs no Gou.b'fi t hat ~ale's aooeptenoe ot tldo 

4aalr1no waa 1ttant1oa l ;:1.th Iathor'Et unaei-ate.mUng ot it. 

T:/n.4el •a &oeaptsnao ot •Solo B14e• is s~ elso by his oanplate 

re,:Jeotion of hwn._:.m ,;19:rit. t,emus makes -this statement, 

Ao ·to ~ ~J;.. Tynclalo twssrtacl t hat :l t woe not cml:,r dent.eel b:, 
Seri11tw:-e . :l.m l>.'l)rese t,oras. bat that lt was iuonsisten~ nith 
JXlnoon. nY.ow oould nr..a marit ,.uayth1ns fl"OlJl Qot17• ha aakad. •Go:1 
needs 11ot our r101•ks1 t llsy eoUer no btmefi t upon JP.mi they are Gll 
liio t111'tt10 end :lt is we alono who &,rive &JV' adftntap hoiD tha!:1. 
t hnt elni • thoraf'ora, oan ,1e haw to ax. ft~ arcla4 by God f'or lhml? 
Tho pat i ent. 11ho &-in ca o bit ter t!rauaht 4eservas nothlrt.g f'lto!n the 
Ph.va,.c1on o.'2 thet aocsount, ha has oonf'era-ed no benefit 11po:a 1!19 
phy io!en; it 1& the pn'tl ent, ln taot. that reepa all tba aoa4, 
hffil t :'«9 oan he ostabllch ~ g rOWld ot mrtt with the phyaloian7 

. Ana :li' -:10 por1'oN s~ dltflcult and 41sasnaabls . ctuty whleh tbs 
GZ'aat Pbysioier. e.mstens to ua, ·how aon "• thereby rnsrt t may zu98ftl 
from Hi?'J'? na 1et not benet:l tea therebyJ it 1s He that has aaoble4 
ua t o P ·t"t'o~ the duty. ai.nci !bu per.formimoe ot 1t r«tmmds not to 
Hio ~~ nt ~goo but to oUl"S.• · 

Ukew1aa en a l.li!Out all othez:t tlocstrines them, Ss eom;plete agreBBDt 

behesn 1ryndale cmtl lather. Sritith says that "'l'yaclale has oeosed to \)a• 

lleve 1n tho Clu~ab excBpt ao an Sn,r1e1ble bol!:, whoae m:mbel'3 oeN only 

knorm to Godo encl he hell oeasocl to bollnu 1n my .&Uniatr,J ezaept that 

of' pzreaohing, and realized that a im,eaber neade4 a oongregatim. •19 

.Alli C~boll say::,1 °!lo ~N's ossertlon ot t he pu"811WJW1t autborit,- of 

t he Chu.rah. ~&ile replied by appealing to the Sor!pture, wlth an 111111• 

mate nsor1; to 1n41nch\Bl Juc1gmdnt.•20 Also on the mtters ot Law ana 

Gospel. tb.e bonda39 of tis will. anc! ~ oth8l" doOtrlnes thsn l•. su:>

nlant:lal unity beween 'ryni1ala anc1 Im ta41t1aaal Latbena poau,1 •• 

~us. sm.• .lit•• lh ~. 

19s.tt~. 22• Al••. P• 298. · 

~belle&•••• PJJ• ~• 



109 

It i s noa,Ueas t o c,nw1119z-11te 'l'yn<lnle's unclel"Bten41QS or all these 

TOr1oue t eachi ng~ or t·te Scrlpturaa. Rnthor it ae8118 advisable onl:,• to 

ooru,ider t boso points any further :ln widoh '1'ync1ale is sa!d to heft 41f'• 

f el."l!lf.! from .U.lt har • 

Dia~t with luther 

I t hes b~"3D poi nted out previous!¥ that 'l')tn&lle cUsagreecl with 

.tuttu,r · 1n hi s ast1.. tion ot t ho worth of Tar1eus boolca of' tl1e Bible. 

ibwe,rer t h :!.9 can hardly b3 considered a vu.-1anoe in daotr1DB, since 11: 

r,m:,:r.ves l!l!.'OWlO. t ho J1ersonal ftlua wb1cb eaoh attaalmd to these book&, 

mth.f>r. t l an o. i!if'.feNnoe in O'l-"J)l:lal t dootr!nes o~ Rar1ptura. 

~ho only otne~ doctrine where ditteranae between Tyn4ale ana Luth

er 1c t ~ quent ly ansortod ie t he s"bjeat of the Iorc!'s supper. SYen 

hm-e 11 ho·ove1.1, one, annnot ossert diaal!Ne.:nent batween the:i beeawse, at 

leHat later in 11.f'e, T~ avolc.lttd ao!IID1tting himult def'inltely on 

thlo queot1on. In his letter to Ur1th ~yndale l!IBY•• 
Of th'J Preaonce ot Cltriat•a 'boay in the Saersmnt, meddle aa little 
as ~rou oon, the1; thoro appaer no division auu:mt; WI• Bunes (a I.uth• 
eran , end always hot•t~) will be hot aplnut you. The &mms 
'be sairo on the ai":f11':1Bt1,ra1 whether oonstant or obatlno.h, I remit 
1t to God. l'lhlltp • lanobthon is said to bl9 with the :Prenoh ldq 
(a mi:>tt\.ken 1'\mlour). There be in /ultwezp that say tbs)' an billl 
oa49 into Paris with a hundred and nny llorses1 entl that the;v 
cpoka with him. It' the l'Mnahnlm nao:lft the Word or Goel, he wtll 
plant the atnrmo-tiw (S..e., t1'e PNBGJlae of Ohr:lat's bodJ', as hel4 
'by the Luthe:mns) in them. aeo.rae ZOJ/9 would baw· put ronh a 
tnetiso of the mtter, but I haw atoppecl hill as yata what be 
will do if' ha pt mDDBY, I ,:ot no~. I 'bel1fl8 he waulc1 mice many 
Nnaona, 11"1• aerring the JlUrpoae. lt,mlml 1s thnt not.bins ba 
puta f~b, '111 we hear halt you shall haft 3pe4. I w01114 haw the 
riah't uso Cot the Seoi'SlDOnt) preaobect, ud the PNsenoe to be a 
ln41tte1'911t thiag, tlll the •tMr llight 'be naaonea 1a peaoe a'I 
leisure or \»tb Hril•• It YGII be nqulnc1, ahft the pbl'8aea ot 
the SariplUre (l.e., use simply the words or Sol'1pturo), amt lat 
tbam talk what 1ibey. will. J'or to bellffe that God 1s eTel'JWbaN, 
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hurteth no·mm:. that worshippeth Him nochan 'b!.lt within 1n tbe heart0 

in t oe up1r1 t und vurit:n even eo to 'baliow that tha boa:, ot Christ 
is e'V\'~r.vwh1Jre. lhO'..Jgh it cmmot be 1>1"0904• hurtetb no man '1281; nor
ah1pp3tll l m no,~hei"e se.va ln t he f'o1 th ot the Goape,1. Yat1 _pero-,1,,. 
~ r.tlnd1 b.o-be!t. 1f

1
0od shc:7o 3'0\1 othen1ae. it :ls trae ro:- J-OU to 

do l1~ Hs \?lOVOth you. 2 

'Rho fact t he·, i'l'ith la.tar aoaspted th•~ vieu of oacolaq>adiue on ,bis mat• 

tor 1e not nsoe~aarily a reflect10!& or Tyzu:lalo's positi~n• 

In his earliei" er.ks it aeoms ao it 'l'131dele wae ~ ageemen:t with 

J.&ltiiar on tho question of t ha Saoruw.mt. Ht 001DDtautly accused the RO!ll!:II 

~orip·,u1-e lmth but ono sense, which 1o the ll·tsral sem1e,•-•here• 
unto i :f thou elaaw. thou oans~ nsvsr err or go out of' 1.be way. 
And if t hou lenvo tbe li'lieral EJrDDSeo thO'.& oanat not but So out of 
the WQ,y. 22 

.Ana DBial..'\1.\e spa.ak!l\.~ 1u regard to 'l'yadal-:1's presanee 1n 1:!.t'bnbora in 

th0ri:, i s no gt'O',..md t1hatever tw bel1ev1ns tbat at· this· per1ocl Tyn
clalo ' s viewa on tho &iloz,emnt ditte.red fl"Om Iatlmr' a. or 8'l8A that 
119 had at all departed fi'cm tbs ordinary 'teaohlnss of' the Cbm'oh 
011 thia po:lnta indeed. Sir Thonms Moro 1'8paatCliU.y aasens-md no 
4enial wao sver o1'i"arel!l o~ his aasertlon••that at

2
tlrat ~ .le 

did :sdopt tba wtheron dootrim ot tbs S&orcumnt. J 

It Dame.us• oonJeetuN that .1',Ddale atteadecl the lfarburg Oolloqlq' ts 

oor.reot, his 1•eluotonoe to aOllJ!llt himaelt' on th!s matter 1s easily Wider• 

s'kulclabl1-■ ~~le ,;oulc1 haw soen the dissension anuaa4 by aisagl"aemma~ 

on this &ll•importont doctrine. 'ryndale •s not one to stir up umaeaes

sary aoutrovei-sy. aspeaia1].y i£ auoh 0011tl"Oftray migb1; inj;erten with 

21:Demoua, SR.• a\•• PP• ·3~. 

~s s'Catemant; ~ '.\')'llclale 1s ~e4 ~ Wllllua DallmD 111 Ida 
PUH:w :tm41lf• DA ·Tren~ ,ar, !.II- &vrUlt NNe cs,. ~•• OGG• 
OOl"41a Pllbllahins House, 11.4. i P·• 37• 

23n..u. .8R• JIU.•• ··pp•' l'OU'e 
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Ids ODO purpoae in J.ito. the, publia&t1on ~ an ED6;11ob Sible. Qn the 

crt;hEJr bond i:,ndalo ,!as not ono to N!mln nan-amnl ttal oa a point whiah 

ha felt naa cl9arl y oub:Jtant1ated by Sarlpturo. IJ.lhe obnous ooiaalWllaa. 

Beenm to ba tliet ,_..~el e lmtl not yot clof'ln1 tely ta3dm up b1e m1D4 oa t his 

matter :met t hore1'ore ~fused to t olm s ides. 

f lier is. t hon. essenti a l dootr1na.l esraQ'.".iElnt atween ~le and 

1.&ltnor. Only O'"J'E>r tilo aootrina o~ t he Iorcl • s Suppal'" 111U1t o (lueaticm 

um-J: be p1'loea. anu oven tkero it avn not detiDltely ba aas<1zotea that 

fiao 'l'yndale a 1'1tbeZ'an? 

Oon 'JO say tl cot 'J.lymlal o was a wther.m? HoaN ammera this qu.es• 

tion nv ntivel "• r.H.1:,i~!h 

It !s on_y Ju t to 'l'yntJ.ala to odc11 that, 1n llis 0\'111 ut1mat1on, he 
ves nei t bar o Iatboran nor lndec,<l a seoterion ot eny ldnd. In the 
~Protast ction" • printed 1n his ner.- TestariJDnt of l.534, Ju, voas that 
ho n-:,qr urote "Either to stir u» any false dootrine or op11a1on in 
th~ Church,, or to be t he authOr ot av soot, or to GJ:iau, dlsolploa 
after u , or t bnt I 'tlOW.4 be oateemd obcffe tl1a loast oh114 that 
:l:.:s born, bu.t cmly cut ot pity 8nd OO!DpQSsiaa -.:h1oh :r. hc.4, mad ~t 
bovo, on. tho & r);nooa_c,t 1lfl' breathren, em to briDG titsm 1;o tba 
l:ncmle(lgo oe Cbr1et.n24 • 

EacU.e is of' o similar opinion. .J'aoobs giotes b!r.i as mtdng tile 

tollcxiing s t etemsnta 

It O&ti a mS.ata~ ot 110 GOnlDDD ~tude to ae~1ote the Dllm en4 
work of 'l'radclle ,1th th3 1111D19 aD4 t:Ol"lc ot Lu.tber • • • • Tbe 
araut net01"iDB:" (Luther) hD.t! ao atam.po4 an imp ot blmselt up011 tbe 
11e1.atam.o mcwemant. t)1Bt s1mllll' lfmtlellCllea 111 olb• lalada, ._.. 

24a. w. Ibara, ~ P!RIM:t;&sa sat llll. Pasl!a Biblaa a llaME&•i 
lklMII 9'. SIii.. sww,aeu, JJatw .caa .llfa .la IE (1.on11oa, 1o1m au-
l"al', 1901), P• 131. 
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vagu.ely n9i'Q8d m."ter him • • • • He (T-.-,'lldalo) was 110 saotazo1u, was 
never a l lied to Luther os ae>lleo.ru: & or instrwi19nt, and nothlns wae 
torthr1r fioa:a ilic tl,ou._~ts tban to .. ama a seat and ic2ont1ty h1s 
D&Ql3 W:i.th :1t.d1i!i 

Janobs biruSel c.U.soc~Nua \11th Hoe.r e and Ee.cl1e. lie soya tlmt if' ue 

aocept Ea.6iea defi nition of wtnerm1, tban nsitbsr lllther himself' nm.

O.D¥ of! 111 oo- looorer 3 t'ieN utllemns . 'l'o answer t lte 411c,st:lon or vbathar 

Tyndal e tiatJ !'I 1.ut r an, e.ocoi•cl:b~ to J'aaobs ;;c, .mst a1mJ)l~ 4etcmniae , 

~betbar or a "ii ~:,n1· ol wos ar tho ~ulD cloatr1ne ao w t .1191". H9 aoMl.114eo 

that ~tlale woo entl oon ;:a ae llod o Iuthol'all. 26 

tho ~r;h :tn tU2 very str1atest sonso parbapa one oanno1i say tllBt 

'ryntlale wao w.thfJJ.'an, )rot one is 1nollned to aocept the Ju~nt ot 

1- oobo 011 tbSo point. \1bUm it is tme th.u't 'l'~c!ale naver expmsa:1¥ 

Jtat u tllt.lt bl s intention was to 1ntrowae Iatberanism :ln Enshlnd, ;yat 

Go , ~ of his o ,12 u r1t1aa,, b3tra110d the J.Atheran :lnfluenae thet h10 

ver,J or end tbs cli~tribut:lon of his m-itinss beaar.io a ~J defill:lta 

Pert of tbs latheran mc:nrerent. I~ ne aaaept J'acobs stanaard. 11811191¥ 

t hat or .dootrlnal e.groa:,l8Jlt, tllen there can be little doubt that 'l'yn• 

c!olo can b& as llod a Lt,..1tbel"OD. 

Alt l1ough. Tyni!ole, 1W tar l".C uc, knC7R1 never alooely alllotl himself 

to BU¥ ot the prota:i.nent .wthero.n_re~ol'IDOl"s or to eny Lutheran amasn
gntio:i, this msy have been c, used tor 1ihe r.ost part by taatara ot a 

mwa oxtorn.-.u. nstul'l!I. 'l'wo faato woulc1 lsad us to oonalu4e tbat 'l'YR• 

dale uas aad oan be oolle4 e. LutherDD 1a alQDot e'ftlrY ease or the 110.n!. 

~.tlela17 .Eyster Jacobs, bl. Lu$hfM"F DmPPldi J.a ErsJe:4 411£191 a 
hip Qt Hang Ull.!Uld ldali !l (Ph1ladelpb:la1 <kmeZ'lll Couno11 l\111-
l1eb1q Bowle, 1916), P• .35• 

26.Di4•, PP• 3.5•38• 
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Fi~t. the a lr...ost doatrinal ep__.rea"llBZlt bett:ao:o. t ile 1.»'1 imn, as shoma 

Part1oulo.1•ly i n t m writ.inss of Tynda le. ruust bs taken os an ev1donae 

ot :i':,ndcla ' a w t hei:ianism. Secon!lly , the t aot tmt '1',VDrlcle's work vas 

mocept er? :!n England and oanm to t het oauntr:, es a part or the Ensl:l.sh 

.Wtbe1•,m mDVe?'ilC."lt • 



OHAJ'l'P.A VIII 

StJ •IARY AND C<HJUJSION 

Altho;,ggh SOllt'!> attcrt,r>t has 'bsGn 1112c1e to ciftr.J aonaluo1ona at the enda 

or tbe 3eveM). chspter s , i t la on4r proper t hat o-.ir findings be DWZllll!r• 

1-zed in a mor a ener l uay, ana t hat cm att~t bo m clct. e t lens t to 

sor.n e:ttant, to relnto thP vorious conaluoions to one another. Thia 

f inal ol1&ptar shall eervs that purpo-&o. 

~,ndAls b · oow intorosted in the w.tberan 1?!CJV8ment at en CHll"ly eee, 

ohortl y af'tor hie on'G~·aae a.t OSI!lbrids&? in ]518. if not aur1DB his eu-

liet" ren1de:aaa ot Oxtor4. It ssems, bow~r, that until 'l'~ale ~4 

himself from !...i.t~le Soclbuey to Londan 1n 1523, he \las more under the in• 

tluonoe of thoae \'!ho hnrl p~tad hwn:anim ln Bnalen4, espea:lolq loba 

Oolet and E1"3sms. Daring bis Icndon reoidenae 'l':,mdrtle oama into 41:NOt 

aont ct \11th JQSD 'i'Jho er.;, f:lr,.3t-lmncl o?tsel'Ters of t he Ret'oi,:ation in 

Ge1'11aoy. It appear:, t t,ot thrc,uah their !.notig1t:lcm ond t he intluenoo of 

tboso \'JhO -.1ero 1nt&restetl in a o1m11.ar ntcmnotlon tor En,zlsnd '1'yndals 

ent to the Continent to perform the t ask or tr:mslatf.DS t he F.oly serlp• 

tures into Enslish. 

Uh1lo on tha Cont!nant 'l'l'Dtlele spc111t muoh of' hi s t!me i'll en atmos

pboro whtah was acao:lclec'lly Lutheran el!4 ! t oon be proved t l1:1t to BOOie 

extant ha asooalated ~'Ii th those, who baG aoa91>tecl enl!I were pl'OIIDtern ot 

the lntberan Rei'Ol."lllat:lon. In all 111c'slibood ho spent almDst a year- :ln 

the alt~ of ,1t'8nberg and there at leaot mt and hD.d a0ll8 oontaot itb 

IDtber himself'. It DlllSt be 1"8IIIBID1>e1", howo~r. tbat there 3NIU to 
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baTa baen no tnt!rr.nte a :,soa1atlon between the tm mn. Also the feet; 

that e larao part 0£.1 m;yndnle ':a t we1'99 yoa:ra on tho OOlltS.nent wal"O &pe11t 

111 t lte 01~.; of' Antu rp. nho1"0 no gl"eSt I.v.t;l~mn 1ni'luenoo wou.14! haw 

l>aon 'b~ught to baa on h1rn, ,ouli! as ~ to t'Jim!nish tt-.e amount ot !Dth• 

All ovic'ienoo i n~ioai;as thot IJ.','JDC)ale's resolution to tnmslo.te tba 

Bi ble v~a nnde p1• or to oni! 1nder,sndent of the 11ppaerenoa of Luther' o 

Cnftt!ln fla '.!'cs ant in ]5?.2. In the t1JDtter of ~)'Ddele's aatuel trana-

l atlcm ol the 01•ie :1nol l.Gngtmaes, hia cr.:n saholelrsh1p and learning are 

too ell etteatad to misert that it wr:s neoeas017 ror him to tl"Dllsla'Ce 

wther• s C'-e1.'ffl9n in:ta EDGlioh, Howavor, thoN aon be no cloubt that 'l'yn

delo bo!"ro-.,e ~ not aaly tho out\:1ard tom ot I&ather• B Oermn Naw Tests-
. 

mant, but e! so h .,,qu9ntly uses a pbmse or manner or expra:1aion 1'IVl1 

.U\ther uh4oh he -elt praa8"86 the m39Dlng of the or1glmil text. In a 

aenoo then, 1 t oan be s aid tbat 'fl:D&llo'e 'U'en..,latlon 1s a la&theran 

Diblo . 

In tb3 m::itter ot othor ur1til'l8S it is 48IIIODl3tmble be:;ond BJJ¥ OOD• 

tftcUotion tl=et '!'yntlale ucecl Luther to a YO'f"I,: gNot extant. 'l'bls holds 

tl"Uc, ospeoially tor Ids :lntroa1.1ationo to tho vorie&s books o~ lbs Bible 

and clso tor the mnrs!ml note:, found ha his l526Mow Testamam. ~n 

ID tho!'e fm, wr!.t:lnga 1n ohioh 'l~&tlo is ooq,lete33¥ original. his I.Ath• 

ann theolo{Jioel 1na11Mt:lons ore l"08t11ly apparent. Like 1se in tbe 

4ama1n or theolog1ael thought there :la Yer'Y olose agrnr.tant beweea Use 

no •n• Vlh1le ~nt betll8en the ta, cloes not mean 'thclt Tynclale 

was c!epmu1ent u,pon Luther Sn the sense ttiat he tolloaod him blluc117, ye15 

tbare la suoh ol«le aarec,m:,nt • sao on tile ~ttel" or -&be Lare!' a Suppel"e 
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thnt we f'eel 1 t is perfectly laa1 timate to oall 'l'ync!ale a Luthel"Bn. 

~he Lutheran 1ntluonaee upon the lite and work ot William~• 

•are 1ndes4 ~rent. Yet this in no way 4etraats tram tbe 1mportanoe ot 

the w.ork whi ch he perf'ormsc1 or t1'aJl his own personal obareoter or intas• 

l"ity. William Tynda le uas an 1naapandent aaholor who worklad f'altbfull1' 

upan the t ask: which ha :felt God he.cl appoin'te4 h1m1 the bftnglns or Ood'a 

Word to t he Engliell people in their aan tonguo. His own personal saod• 

floes end the 1nd1viduel1ty which h:la warlc staJD.pec! upon all auaoess:lq 

English versions o'f the Bible have earned him the title not OD1¥ ot 

•The Translator~ the EnBlish Bible• but also that ot a •taltbtUl m1n-

1oter and constant ::artyr ot Obrist.• 



.APPe?mIX 

OF W'l'mm AND 'l'fflDALE 

Iather1 Fi~st •dition 
Sept O!llber, 2.5:22 

Vorrhedo 

Es r:ere t1ol reaht ft4 b11Uah &us 
410 buoh on Qlle vorme&:, ,mn" 
tr.nnc!on nmnon auszat<mG vnna nur 
SOyn BE>l'ba •:men Dt?'Dan w4 rate 
furote Aber die 'lie:,1 du.Nb mnohe 
•U4e douttw,,,~ 9Dd 'ft>l"rbedo "919 
Ohriaten s:,nn as h,n Yartrlobe tat 
4ea man aoh1er nit (ntaht :ln ec1a. 
2 6 3) Ubl> IFQ7S was Blaa1':,"'0ll oder 
saaaa ..., oc!el' alt teataa,nt hoy
sa~ i>omrt 410 noct4urtn eyn ant• 

'!';ynaole1 Cologne ~at 
JS2.5 

ft& Pl'ologe 

I haue her,a translated (bftthem end 
suatera · most aere ana tenaerly be• 
la1iet1111 Christ) the neve 'l'estat11Bnt 
tar yom-a sp1r1 tuall edyf.'yinge can
solac1on ancl aolaa I Exhortynga in
stantly am\ bc1111aiaaynge thoBe ttat aro 
better aene in the, tongs then y end 
tt.a t mT• b¥er gytts o~ sraae lo in• 
terpnt the aanoe ot the aorlptur~ 
and maaDyllp of' the apyr1te then J' 
to aonsydft and. pondro IQ' le'bol.lre and 
tat w:lth tto spyrite ot meJcenas.· 
And yt tbty poroeyq :ln flAY plaaas 
that y 1111.'Va not attayDed the ftl'7 
SGOe of the tanga or 111111811lDS• d 
the aor1ptun or haua not geven tBe 
right englysshe worde that they· plt 
to tbero bands to 111D9114e l t Nam• 
z,ynge 11bat ao la tbeN 4u.etle to d.oo. 
'Gor •• lume not reoe,Tel! the gfta or 
So4 tor· aureseluea onfy or t"ano bpe 
•••• but t'orto bestme than wto $he 
banonrlnge or sad an4 am-iat eml ed
yt'ytnge ot lhe ooagregao1oa w!doh tm 
the boay or ehrist. 

Tl>• oausaa that mcm,4 1111 to tl"aDS• 
late "Y thoueht bettor ttat otl\er 
shul4a 1111!Rian thara that y ahlllda 
rehe&Ne th•• IIDN OYel' y 1111pposCN1 
yt IIUpel'flnow1 tor who ye eo blynde 
to RD wby lyght abulcle be ah..., '° 
them •hat walka Sn c!erelmea wbel"e 
they eannatJ mt a'tolnl»le enl ••• to 
stable ,a the c11\1U18U' ot etenlol 
damaae1on other so llespYshtfull _. 
!lcl wolde ell'WY8 eDY mm (y •.P9D• DOIi 
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Zttysen Vil TO!'l'hedG ~u otellen l!e his l>rothttzt) so DeOGDG817 • thiDge 
m1 t aor oynf'cll t1t::e man eu:1 sey- or ~ bocllea ID!ldde 1lo off>l'l•» tbat 
ll8lD allten 'l'mbn 011ft di reahte goo4 is tho naturaU eauoe o~ euell 
ban sefurat md vntewio tot na:r- ant1 &B-kn.o~ to pl'OOada oute ot lyght 
de oea er ynn c11r:;e!D woh, aowart- end that ly1na ebU.149 be fP'CWlde4 la 
tn solle au ~ da~ or nioht aopott tl'CU,Sth em! 'Ver)-tie ar.d nott rathel' 
VIIDd (lesetze au.ehe c'la er ll:l.u.u~qell alone aontrar)' that lyght destl"OJ'91h 
'ft&rl verha;ysaubS Gott:lo nuo 10n a0Ut.t181'0lmes and var1t1• ftpl'OVeth all 

l!llMSZO lyin.,p • 

Dilramb 1.st cutta arate zu 1sPJGn /iloo hit mis pleuyd gocl to put :ln 
&10 iibtzut bl.&,-... 1st d~r ,. ru dEuJ !!\Y ~ ana also to scme r11e sm,ae 
vior l!.uer,geli - w..d :nur vier nu- to translete tb1a tonaftheoroecl net,e 
~ U t sn Gind m geata z1.iver.. tostG111mt into oure engly&sbe tonge 
uertton >-..as etl 1oh de~ llle\'Jen test- · 011eaotner ve bautt c!one it. I BllP• 
·amanta bl1obsr tevllen :)'nil le~ales posed yt var:, neoesGlll'Y to pu:t ycu 
h1stor1el es .Prol) etales VJ'lnd sap- 1n rszmmbl'aftOGl ot oanoyn\l POl'Dts 
ientaJ.es vet'm9ynen dlunit (oeysz ntliGh an1 that )"9 gell flderstol?4e 
n:lcht nio) &: 1a, W.t~e dam lten bat those ucrcla meue. S'!"• oltb 
t~t:.?.ment Zl.ll\: r ,;leyahon Son4orn te:Jtamt. 'l'he neuo teatw!Bi;. the 
feat !sl:loh z,, !'!olten clas eloyc,h J.awch The gospsU. ~b:Jea. Cbi"!s't. 
nio cl 0 l.l-ta t s at amut i &t c.,~ Natura. Gmoe. iJoridnge and be• 
buo!t ch.lrynnan Gott! gosetz vn ~o. Dedes end f'sJ"tibe I.o9t ue 
flGl)ot de noban dio s osohichto beydo ast~,t,a io th8 ems ttiat whiob beloag
dero d1o Qellmn ee l lten wd niaht eth 1io the other end mle ot OU'ist 
eeoollte;.i halY->n l(eschrleb3n sina. tmes or the gospell the 11.lm daD• 
Al:lo :lot ~.as neoo testBD:>nt e~ piso snee entl robbe t"a7'be • BDd 
buoh daz"?Jmsn d~JJ Euanesel!on ,md tell fl'CIJl m!m lel"D11188 into 1'418 
Oolt1s verhe:,o ·u~ &mom 81.IOh <leop1a1ous bnmUnge and aoo14YIJ8e 
sesohich.io baydtl clc,1';) ate c.tran abaute worcts. 
gle.;be:i "17116. m. t g lov:bon gc,sobl'ie• 
'ban si11d. Also clas n 60.llSGZ 
Bey sleyoh w1o 11\!r oyn b-.aoh 4es 
nnon to:lt ~'ts vn« nur oyn slave, 
'mt'l nur e;vn Gott tor rlo wrl1e:,-a• 
:s&t. 

na.n Ewl"8e11on is ayn Js:rleahlisoh 
wont~ be;vst outt «wt.sail sute 
ltnaohllt rt &,-ute meher autte 11911• 

zoyt;1m3 autt aesahrey dauoa .....-m 
ainget SHget 'ffl frolieb 1st gle~h 
ala 4o Dauil t1cm 81"08&811 Goliath 
Tbenana 1mm e~'II autt sesohrey 
"ft&C1 VDBtlloh I\IIUtzeyttw,g mter 
du bl41soli -volok: c1as yhzrer sr-• 

'l'ba 014 testemat 1s a bon whore 
in 1s 11rytten the lai:1a an4 oo
m.umlmta ~ Sod and the 4des of 
tha whioh ftllt-111 them and of them 
also whloh fulfill them aott. 

'1'he neme tests.mt is e boke ahen 
in 8l'G ooteyned tba pro-J.\,j'seo ot 804 
aml the aeaea or tb911l wh1o..1\ bela&e 
thel!l or baleue them noti. 

ma.ase110 (tlBt uc, el tba gaapel) 
ls a f!l'9ka wolde a al~h fP)04 
meiy gla4 an4 ioytull t:,,DlllflB that 
l!lltmth a mnnes hal'ti sla4 and ••tb 
·tsp 8Jll88 daunoe end leepe ror to,u. 
As wban Dr.~ bad k¥1lea ~lb tho 
a-mt eam g1a4 tydl113s YDW tbe 
ieaao tbat their f'eal'full end auell 
enemy was ala~ enc.\ they delyff81'8Cl 
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11ohar teynd omhla~en vncl slc., er- mte at ell cJBUDger, tor gladnes 
loset zu fl"oud vna frl.c.l seotellot weJ.'O· ot the:; sonsa ttau.nset'l en4 ,.,er 
aeren. clctue►.:"l sic, Sl\1J300 vn sprungen lO"JfUll. In lylm mnnei- is tho 
'ftmd t'l'ohlich tJQl'QD. Also 1st dis ewanselion of' goL'l (wh1oh we aoll 
~lion Gnttis ,mncl now taste.l'J.Bnt 80."Jpell and t ile ne110 tOGtaet) lO"J
ez,-n sutto met-..er VI) s osabray ~'ll!l o.11.c, full t:,cllffBB end as SOW'J saye1 a 
tteLlt ersohollen au.rob c:l1e .Apostoll gQOd hem-111g pul>llasiled by the apos• 
von e:,-nGr.1 raehten r~u16 dor mit der tles throush oute all the worlcle of 
ountA t od vnnd t eufP.el aastritton Clirist :the rS.s~ Devy4 boae that he 
vna v c:>e~"""Unden lwb vnwl Gf.ll'Jt\t elle bathe f'wight with synna with clethe 
c11e l!ZO ynn w1ulsn setansen mt ae."':l mli tho dGv111 and over aum th•• 
totlt .goplsgt \102 t eui'f'G>l vbo1~1el• . hel'E>by ell mil that wen ln Bodage 
die t ~a\1asen on ybr vord:la~Jt e:r- to aym,c ucuOed r.itll &>th9 ousrau. 
loaet r-eohtf'ar•iiig leoondig vnc\1 ssl:ls of i.;l'le &avill el'9 \'11th 011a then 
gemaoht ~ Vllll da !llt zu tr1d rJO- a.,m mrltt:J) or desen:lngG loae4 
etell8'0 vnd Gott S.aar ho~m braellt 1ustu~J'8(! restored to lytc ancl aaYelt 
&au~ cJ:!e singen dar..oktm Gott brought to 111>3:rtie an4 reoonoiled 
loben 'l7l1i! iTolic,h s in.a aw1gl1oh "i'Dto the f'aYC>llr of god and sett et 
ozo 1~- dea amdero fest g.la. ban cmo with h,y.:i egaynea . wh:loh t;y411J8s 
VNl :,'ill s~wb9n bas teru!!.8 bleybon. as ~ as beleve law:!e pa:,oa and 

thmloke god are alad aynge aDll 
daunos for ioyo. 

Tb!s 8ftD89lion or gospctll that io 
to sa:, suohn :loyf'Ull tyatngs io 
call.ea tha newe· tastar-isnt. Beeauae 

Soleh ~esahrey v.ad trostliohe .vehN 
Odder Ew?,t crolisoll vna Gollioh new• 
zeyttuJ>a heyat aueb ayn ne~ test
air.ent «::it'W!lb dz g.leych w1e eyn 
testw,,,nt ist 1e1111 e~ ste1'b:9n<le1" 
:,:mi 30yn ,::ut't be.aobey4et naoh. say• 
ne:n toat c!ea bemmdten eioben aus 

· that ao c man wl1Gn he shal.1 -4,ve 
eptJ:,-ntoth h!s saodcls to be aaalto 
an4 61str!bute4 after bys detba 
amOZ?Be tl1en1 r,llt.ah 11.s namth to bo 

zu. toylen. All30 hstt auoll Cbristus 
fur se~em sterbc3n befohlen vncl 
besobeyden soloha 1i.~el1on naah 
seyn~ ta. t e.us sumf'i'en :y1m ~le 
wellt Yl1d del?!'il 1i allon. d1e do gleu
bo zu oyson gebsn alles sel/11 gutt 
483 ist se.111'1 lebec &i lll1t er aen 
toat veri:;ohlungen ao:,n aereo-t!G• 
b)yt di.\ 1il1t er die Dt.\U vo:rtilaot 

•'9Do 11e~ oellgk:eyt dmnit er die 
aVJ1se vorda!lnla vbormmc.ten ba~. 
Im km yhe der um-., menBOh ynn 
IJUll&lon toilt YD zur holle vezi-.>tnokt 
n10hts t~tllcbers baren dann 
soloh tbe'wre liebl1ob bc>Uahatt't 
YO Christo vn ms 881D hertZ TOD 
gND(I laaban VDd frol1oh dzubGI' 
warden 110 en gle•" WSD var say. 

h,,vs heyNa. EYeD so Obrist bofare 
bis 4etbe ~wu!od encl appCJ!IDtetl 
t'bat suehe cmmplion gospell or 
tydingo shlllc!e be 4aolarec1 tbftUgh 
auto all the t1orlde and there olth 
to aoue vnto all tl".st beleve oll bis 
goodds thet :lo to seya bis ~Cl abere 
u1 t n he at1elcood enrl deVOU1"ed '9.P 
detllo 1 111s r:lghteweanas where '91th 
b9 banysboct sym:a• his aalftolon 

· where 1'1 th he 0Ye1"Ger.i atel'Dlll 
&u:Enoion. Nose acm the un'tohe4 
man (thtlt is wrap;pacl in a:,nm, encl 
1s in deunger to cletbe ancl hell) 
mare no moare loyus a ~ tban 
au.Ohe glac1 end oamf'orteble ,ycUags 
or Omo1at. So that be GODDDI wt 
be glal and laugh 1'rom tbe lose 
bottom or blo hezit if be belne tbat 
the tJdYDgs are trew•• 
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Rt bat Gott solohen tilewban zu fo stmngth suah teyt.ha 91th all gocl 
atorek.Nl d1ocs 001m ~uansel1on Vl14 pl'OfflYsed thi3 h1s eyagelion in the 
tsatmn,n"t viol i"elltig ym allten olda t981ie.m9nt by the pl'OJ)halts (as 
t1->sten1ent tlureh dia propheten var,- ;c,aul sayth in 'th9 tyrDt chapter vnto 
sprool?e (ve;rhsyeaen. in third ecli• 'the rQJBDS). Howe that he waa eho.sen 
tion) w!e PauJ.us aogt no. 1. :toh OLLte to preaah& go&le nengelion wh1ah 
l'rJn aussgesondert z ti predigen das h9 baf'ore btld prolQSed by tbe pzrophelt& 
l&uan.r£elj.on Gott:1.s wilaha or ~IWOr in the hol:/ soriptana that 'la.wale 
Te:t>he7s~3a hat 6.lU'oh seyn."3 pro- of his aorme wohloh was borne ot I.be 
_p:t-..aten ;ynn der ~l'l~ge1\ aohriti't seed ot 4aT,Yd.. In the thyrd obapter 
von seyneiJl son dor yhm gopom 1st ot senn.eaia sod saith to the sai'pan1u 
VO!l de.m aem9t etce. Vnnd das WF '!} wyll put batral bil11ene the aa4 th9 
d81' atlicll antzihan ha't em am t1Ct'ICD b1tweno tbi7 aee4e and hei- seede 
tm~tm ve.-:ai,rcoheu ds er sast zu that silt• aeacle shall tnade 'tb¥ baec1 
dsx- sou :nge11 Gen • .3. !oll will vmler f'ote. Christ; is this vcnans 
f'eynclsoi1at'ft. ·legs ~wdsohen clyr vn seede he it is tu, bath troden 'flldar 
~yn0r.1 t1G>yb zv,tsaobeu deyne111 8al!19l1 . tote the 4eyY11.s head tba, le '° ~• 
vn(l Yhredil samn de..'t' aolb soll dyr 3)'Dll9 datl1e hell end all bia pose!."■ 
de:,n hiaw;bt zutrettm1 vn du l:lirat '1/or ui th out& this seec!e can 110 man 
ybm e~yn solen zut~tt0n Chriotua avoycJe synna 4ethe hell and eWt:r-
1 t der aa1ue diess v,eybs dsr d9.'ll lastynge danoolon. 
te ii'el Se:!m ile Abt (b.s 1st euntl t04 
bell(jl ,m &lle seyna kratft zurtret-
t en hatt. ~n : on d!sen SaJM'D kan 
kl>:,n i00!!3Cb der 81.,n:'\ ~lD todt 49r 
llellen sntrynnen. 

?!his comp."irison of the iutroauotions to tbs t1aw Testa.manta of Tya• 

dale ClDd Luther \'188 ta..wn fl'Om G1"1ibez'1 S Zbl, nn, BMJ1PII fill flpt:ftPJOD1i 

Si ~- A a"""-,pariscm ··or the 1'91Bin4er ~ 1ihe 1ntrodlla1;1cms 1"11YeSls 

the oam, type ot slml lari ty betweaD the two. 
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