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communion the Paschal Lamb slain on the c¢ross. &Such aan idea

is not prominent in his theology.27

Chrigt's Saogrifice and its Relation to the Church

then anyone dealres %o offer anything to God withous
the sacrifice of Chrlist he finds Gthet such an act iz impos-
gible. Sacrifice to demons, as intermediators; is not only
without value but is also forbldden by God. The only way
ia through Ghrist.za Christ is the only One who had the
powar to lay down His life for sinful mankingd and to take it
up agaln., It 1s He who 1s our Victor and our High Prlesat.
He is our Vistor only because He became our Victim sacrificed
to God, and He 1s our Priest only because Hs was made our

29 Yhen a person asks where there is hope for

sacrifice,
salvation, and how he can appease God, he is told that there
iz propitiation of CGod only through the sacrifics of Christ
which has been offered for us. Through the pcuring out of
His innocent blood, Christ has blotted out all the sins of
the guilty. The price that Hs pald redecmed man from the
hands of the devil who held him captive.>?

When Augustine plotures man asking what he ocan do to

211pi4a., p. 453,
zscrabowaki..gg. eit., p. 193.
29100, Gonfessions, VII, x, par. 45.

%0r0F, "Exposition of the Psalms, Psalm CXXX," XXXIX,
85. '
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eppeass Cod this does not presuppose that men can do any=-
thing., His answer 1s thet 1t hLas been already done in
Christ. The Word of CGod, Who wes befors sll things and
through Whom all things were made, took from us humanity and
dwelt smong us 1n order that Me might make thies sacrifice cor
of fering %o (od. Just as any pagen priest receives from the
people what he offers to appeasc the god, so slso Christ re=
ceives from us what He might offer to Zod to sppease for our
sins; namely, humanity. Thus, He recelved from us flesh end
in the flesh was made & holccaust, a sacrifice. In His

Passion, He was mads & sacrifice but 1n the Resurrection, He

penewed the flesh which was slain and offered it as Eis

first=frults to Cod. Then He says to the Christians:
A1) that 1z thine i3 now consecreted: since such
first=frulte have heen offered unto God from thee;
hope, therefore that that wlll take place in thyself
which went before in thy first-fruits,5l
Note here also the close relation or association with the
flesh and blood of Christ which 1s offered to God and the
Church as the Body of Christ which 1s offered.

Christ, the High Priest, who offered Himself to God
also makes His Body, the Church, a sacrifice which is offered
to God through Him. In the Sacrament, the people are made
into the flesh and blood of Christ so that they might become
what they are==the Body of Christ. Augustine uses the anal=-

ogy of the threshing floor to portray this fact. The members

Sl1pid., p. 68.
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of the Church are brought to the floor by the preaching of
the Gospel and are there threoshed. Then they are brought
to water (undoubtedly a reference to Holy Baptism), are
molstened, and baked into the one loaf by the heat of the
Holy Spirlt. The analogy of the wine press completes the
ploture, Hany clusters are pressed out and become one in
the "sweetness of the chalice."®® The one loaf and the one
oup then become the flesh and blood of Christ which is of=
fered up to God the Father in the Eucharist. The offering
is then also the Church a8 one with Christ, the Head'.s5
“And there you are on the table, there you are in the chale
!.ue,“"'-"é says Augustine,

By far the most important aspect of Augustine's
Bucharistic theology is that of the people willingly offer-
ing themselves as a sacrifice to God. They have the ability
to carry out such an act becz2use Christ has gone before and
made the perfect snd most supreme sacrifice of all and bring-
inz His Body with Him in His offering to the Father,3°
Through Hiles sesorifice the Church learns to offer herself.

And it was His will that as a sacrament of this reality
[(Ehe sacrifice of Chrisf] there should be the daily

3?&;, "Sermon CCIX," p. 234.
52Ro p
y Battenhouse, editor, A Companion to the Study of
St. Augnstine (New !bri: oxford University Press, 1 »
Pe 60,
S4gp, "Sermon COIX," p. 234.

SEMI _T__h_g G:l!x 2_:_ God, XIV, x, chap. 20.
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sacrifice of the Church, which being the Body of Him,
her Head, learns to offer itself through Him.S56

Because the people have been cleansed from their sins
through the work of Chrilst an? freed from the fetters that
held them, they are now able to become & sacrifice of com=
Plete and perfect holineas. Thils saorifice of the whole
Church to Cod is the moat acceptable of all sacrifices which

we can offer to Him.zﬂ

Augustine compares the two clties
saying that the earthly city makea for herself false gods
out of any sources at all and even out of human beings so
that she might adore them with sacrifices. The heavenly
clty, however, lives as a wayfarer in this world, making no
false gods for herself. ©She is formed by God Himself so
that she may be a true sacrifice to Him.58 Anyone who sac=
rifices to demons or to false gods will be put to death. It
is only to the true God that anyone can sacrifice, And this
is not because God needs anything from us but simply because
it is good for us to belong to God alone. To sacrifice to
God is a witness that we belong to Him and that we look to
Him for life. The best and most worthy sacrifice is that of
ourselves, and 1t 1s the Mystery that 1is celebrated in the

offering of the Eucharis t_SQ

56 1p14.

ava. The ciE! 2_; God, XXIV, XX, ohsp. 25.
58r1p1d., xviil, chap. 54.

91p1a., xvix, chap. 23,
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It is also evident in The City of God (x, chap. 6) that
the sacrlifice whioh Christians offer 18 the one Body of
Christ, the Church. This sacrifice 18 the unity of all
Christiena. Hls reasoning begins with his idea of sacrifice
in general as being works of mercy done to curaselves and our
nelghbor but directed to God. These works are done that we
might be freed from misery and have the happiness and joy
that is found by clinging to God. The culmination of such
sacrifices is that the whole redeemed city is offered as a
universal saocrifice to God through our High Prlest who took
the form of flesh so that He might becoms our sacrifice and
join us to Him as His Body. Thus when St. Paul exhoris us
to present our bodlies as a living sacrifice he is exhorting
us to be aware of our unity in the One Body and shun the o=
vile of the world. We are %o be transformed in the newness
of our mind so that we know the good and acceptable will of
the Father., To be aware of our unity in Christ means that
we must all work together in this Body even as all the mem-
bers of a hmaman body work together for the good of the whole,
Just as different members of a human body have different
gifts and use them accordingly sc also in the Church we rmst
use the different gifts which God freely gives His Church.
This Body working together for the good of the whole is the
Christian sacrifice. It is 1linked to the Bucharist.

Such is the sacrifice of Christians: "We, the many

are one body in Christ." This 1s the Sacrifice, as

the faithful understand, which the Church contimmes
to ocelebrate in the sacrament of the altar, in which

e R
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it is cleer to the Church that she herself is offered
in the very offering she makes to God.%40

This secrifice of all Christians is not an sbstract
concept but 1t includes the whole person, body and soul.
Our splritual service as members of this one Body i1s %o
chasten our bodies and kesp them from sin. Then they become
e sacrifice to God, The soul, also, which is greater than
the body, whoen 1t is uvsed willingly and rightly in the ser=-
vice of CGod, 13 purged by Him of all its worldly desires and
becomes "besutiful in His sight by reason of the bounty of
beauty which He has bestowed upon 1g,n41

The most profound meaning of the word "sacrifice™ in
Aupustine, according to ILouls Bouyer, is tc make holy. The
holy thing wﬁic: is made, or the thing which is mads holy,
ie the pcoples. The peopls become & People only when they
arc made the Peoople of God. These People are made a.ﬁoly
thing only when they arc made by God into His People. The
sacrifice offered to Ged in Christianity is then the whole
redeemed city offering lteself to 1lts Redesmer. Bouyer says,
%"This act 1s the final and unavoidable conclusion of
tugustine's great principle of sacrifice as every work which
has as its object our cleaving to Him in a true fellawship.”‘a
The act of the whole Church offering herself to her

40pog, The City of God, XIV, x, chap. 6.
4l1pia,

4zhnuis Bouyer, Life and Liturgy (London: Sheed and
ward, 1956)' P. 161.
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Savior 1s not only an offering in time, but it reaches fore
ward to the eschaton when it shall reach its fullness and be
freed from the Ilmperfections that still lie within i1t. The
Body of Christ, the Church, offers herself to become the
sacrificed Body of Christ, the Sacrament, so that the Church
may become within time what 1t is as an eternal reality be-
fore God; namely, the fullness or fu].f'i.llment_ of Christ,
Each redeomed member is to become what he has been made by
paptism and confirmation.?® Thus, Augustine never tired of
telling his parishioners that the Lord desired to give His
body end blood which He shed for the remission of sins that
1f one received well he 1s that which he has received--the
body of Christ.

Your mystery is lald on the table of the Lord, your

mystery you recelve. 7To that which you are you answer

“Amen", and in answvering you assent. For you hear the

worda [of administration] *the Body of Christ" and you

answor "Amen". Be a meomber of the Body of Christ that

the Amen may be true.44

Even though the sacrifice of Christians 1s always
striving towards the fullness or perfection of the new man,
even in time, this goal will never be fully realized in this
1ife. Speaking of the Last Judgment, Augustine says that
our sacrifice will never be perfect until the Day of Judg-
ment when we shall be purified in the fire. Only then will

we be able fully to gilve ourselves as a pure sacrifice to

43p1x, op. oit., p. 247.

MJ!n.igulﬂ:i.ne. "Sermon CCIXXII," quoted in Dix, op. cit.,
Pe 247,
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God. Even the one who offers sacrifice 1ln faith; basing
his hope on the passage, "the just man lives by faith"™ (Rom.
1:17), can be sacrificing Jjustly only as long as he still
realizes that he is a sinner., The sacrifices made now cane
not be compared with those which will be offered by those
whoe have besn purified by the fire of the Iast Judgment.45

Propitiatory Value of the Eucharist

The sacrifice of the Fucharist is also related to the
sacrifice oi the cross in that 1t has a propltiatory wvalue,
eapecially In connection with its offering for the de=

G

parted.“° Of the varicus references to this concept, we

shall deal with two. The firat is from the Confessions ap-

pearing in the narration of the death and funeral of
Augustine's mother. Ve note the custom of celebrating the
Tucharist by the grave is stlll part of the tradition of the
Churche The prayers and the Fucharlst were celebrated in
her behalf. Thus Augustine says, "the sacrifice of our re=-
demption was offered forth to thee for her. . . 47 ana
other reference, in the Enchiridion, is wuch mors explicit
in speaking of the value of the Bucharist.

There 1s no denying that the souls of the dead are
benefited by the piety of thelr living frienﬂs, when

45poG, The Gity of God, XXIV, xx, chap. 26.
4ssattanhousa. op. oit., p. 65,
4715c, Confessions, VII, 1x, per. 12.
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the sacrifice of the ledlator is offered for the dead,
or almas are given 1n the church.

It would seem, however, that the benefit derived from such
acte of charlity are not obtained so much by offering a sac-
rifice but rather by the prayers of the people that take
place when such acts are done. Augustine calls the
IEucharistic sacrifice and the gilving of alms Ythose means
which the Church constantly uses in interceding for the
desd. « .+ ."%® There are also degrees of benefit which
these services give to the dead and are measured in accord
with the spiritual ocondition of the deceased in his life.
For the good they are offerings of praise to God. For the
"not-so=very=bad" they are propitilations, but for the very
bad they are of no valuve except that they may be a comfort
to those surviving. Where they are of value their benefit
consists either in obtaining a full forgiveness or else
making damnation more tolerable. These offerings ocan be

mede only for the baptized dead.so

S

8150, Enchiridion, VII, xxix, par. 110.

»

91p1d.

Orpia.

3]




CHAPTER III
THE SACRIFICE IN LIFE
The Relatlonship to the Fucharistlc Sacrifice

The Bucharlstic sacriffice is not merely e static action
or & more krowledge of what we are as members of the Body of
Christ, but 1% 1s a living and vital union spreading out
ints every area of our life. The relationship between the
two sacrifices begins wilith the Spirit of Christ which we
receive through the Bucharist. This Splrit gives the
Christian his motive for love and good works.l Just as a
man lLives by the spirlt that is in his body, so also the
Churen rmust live by the Spirit of Christ. Augustine says,

et & man come W the BEucharlst that he may be incor-

porated and quickened, He 1s thus given life, the 1life

SC b s
To ea% the body and drink the blocd of Christ 1= to live by
Him and have sternal 1life. We are made better by our par-

tlcipation in Him Who is Life.”

;Augustine. "The Gospel of St. John, Hcgily xxv§f Sec.
15,* A Library of Fathers of the Holy Cathoclic Churec
(oﬁfoias Jonn ﬁESbﬁ-?%rEer. 1848) 5 T, 400. Hereaflter
this series will be referred to as LOF.

21via.

SLOP, "The Gospel of St. John, Homily XXVI, sec. 19,"
YXVI, 213.
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The Fucharist becomes the center of the Christian life
and the power for aemm::l.t‘i.txla.i'.j.-:m.4 It may be sald to reach
1t8 helight in giving us the abllity to lay down our lives
for othera. What does it mean to sit at the table of the
Almiphty and Yo roceive the body and blood of Him who laid
dovn His life for us, but that we 2lso rmst be ready to lay
down our life for others? Here then, in the Eucharist, the
Church prepares herself to give her life 1n great works and
deeds. The martyrs are our a:cample.s Part of the dally
bresd for which we pray in the Lord's Praysr is the apiritual
food that we receive in the Eucharist.® The power from re=-
ceiving thils "Good" becomes the source of our works and love
which 1s the sacrifioce of our life,

To understand how everything that we do in 1life is a
sacrifice to God, we must look again to the nature of sacri-
fice in Augustine. There 1s a true secrifice in svery work
which unites us in a holy fellowship with Cod. The works
which unite us to God are only those which are aimed at the

final "Good" in which alone we can be truly blessed.,! These

45 tanisleus Grabowski, The Church (St. Louis: B. Herder
Book Co., 1957). Pe 186.

570F, "The Gospel of St. John, Homlly CXXXIV, sec. 1,*
XXIX, Bel.

6Roy Battenhouse, editor, A Companion to the Study of
Ste Aumustine (ilew York: Oxford University Press, m,
P« 65,

7

Au tine, The City of God, in The Fathers of the
Church, g‘d"itad t':y Josep Defervari (New York: Fathers of the
Churoch, Inc., 1952), XIV, %, chap. 6. Hereafter this seriles
will be referred to as FOC.
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true sacrifices do not begin with the outward act. It 1s
the inwaxrd oconditlon of the heart that produces the outward
acte of love. A sacrifice, therefore, is the visible
Sacrament or sacred sign of an invisible sacrifice. CGod
does not want mers outward performance, but He wants the ine
ward sacrifices of the hearte-the sacrifice of praisa.s
Thus, we offer to Cod preyer and praise in sudlible worda but
these are only an outward expression of the real feelings
that we are expressing with our hsarta.9

The whole 1life of a Christian becomes a sacrifice with
the goal of seeing Him as He is. This goel 1s reelised by
cleaving to Him. God 1s the fountaln of our happiness and
the end of all our desires. We tend towards Him by love so
that we may vest in Him and find our blessedness by attaine
ing that end. Such fellowship with Cod, it rmst be remem=-
bered, is not possible without Christ who has cleansed us
from all stain,10

Through the cleansing work of Chrlst every Christlan's
heart 1a a temple with its altar on which pleasing saori-
fices are offered to God. Every Christian, by virtue of his
Baptism, 1s a priest in his own right because he has bsen
mede 8 member of Christ, the High Priest.ll Here the

erid., X, chap. 5.

9rbid., x, chap. 19.
lolbld., X, chap. Se

llbrabowski, op. 8i%., P 192,

B e e
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Christlan offers himself and all the gifts that he possesses.
An offering is the sweoetest of Incense to God when 1t 1s
brought before Him by & person burning with a holy and pious

love.12

Such love is the desire for the ultimate "Good,"
God. This love unites us in e holy fellowship with Him.

In giving the entire person to God in a sacrifice, one
mst include both the body and soul. Our bodies become a
sacrifice when they are chaatened by temperance and bHecome
instruments of righteocusness to God.1® The soul also is a
sacrifice wvhen it offers itself to God so that it may be in-
flamed by the fire of His love and receive of His beauty and
become pleasing to Him.l4

Because love to God is the center of Augustine's con-
cept of sacrifice, it does not remain merely in our own per-
son (body and soul) but spreads to others in our life, All
works of mercy done to others are truly sacrifices because
they are done for the saka of God.1® The Christian lives by
faith which works through that charity which loves God as He

should be loved, &nd his nelighbor as himselr.le

12pog, The City of God, XIV, X, chap. 3.

1371p3d., x, chape 6.

185004,

157p14,

16_1_:-_9_1':',: The City of God, XXIV, xix, chap. 23.



