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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The nature of the ministry and the organization of the
Church which surrounds that ministry has been a disputed
point among Christiens, especially since the Reformation.
Today, much of Protestantism 1s divided on this point alone.
Denominations take their names from the form or organization
of the ministry, for example, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and
Congregational Churches.

Today, as the Church expands her work of preaching the
Gospel in a world grown indescribably complex, the problem
of organlzation continues to raise its head. What freedom
does the Church have in organizing itself? Does a present
organization suffice or can it be reworked into a more sult-
able system?

In order that the Church might know the possibilities,
it 1s good to delve into the past and examine the methods of
the Church which have been ‘uaed through the centuries. A
critical examination of the various organizations of the
Church in history will result in ideas which may bear fruit
in application to the situation of the Church in the modern

world.
It is with a view to initiating such a study that I
offer this investigation of the organiszation of the ministry
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in the Now Testament and in the earliest of thc Church Fa-
thers. Unfortunately, the perlod allowed for the completion
of thils project has made it impossible to consult materials
outside the library of Concordia Seminery, Saint Iouis,
HMissouri.
Nevertheless, & conaideration of the materials which

are avallable will certainly not be in vain.




CHAPTER II
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NWEU TESTAMRNT MINISTRY
The HMinistry to the Whole Church
The apostolate

The fountainhead of the ministry of the New Testament
was the apostolate., Thils spostolate had the unique commis-
silon Trom our Yord to organize the Christilan Church.l Withe
out the apostolate, thore could be no other ministry.

The term %vrofrm.\tg_, has & broad usage in the New Testa-
ment. I% is used in the simple sense of “one sent" or "mes-
senger' in John 13:16. Epaphroditus, the messenger of the
Philipplens is called an v7dsrole; 4in Phillppiens 2:35. In
2 Corinthians 8:23, this term is used in a possible sense
of a missionary in reference to Titus. The apostles are
God's messengers with the prophets in Luke 112349, Revelation
18:20, 2:2, and Ephesians 325. Even Christ 1s called an
:-.»;.frz;;;ro)\g_ ; with P Xte'.se';’ /45 1n Hebrews 5:1. But, the predoml-
nant use is for the apostles, a group of highly honored be=

lievers who had a special :t‘unv:ﬂ::l.c:m.2

1y, D. K1llen, The Ancient Church, Its History,
Doctrine, Worship and Constitution (New York: Anson D. F.
m a Oep m 9 De )

2y. P. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, A Oreek English

Iexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Titerature (Chicagos University of Chicago §reas, 1957) ,
D. .
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That special functlon of the apostle was to testify of
Christ. According to Bishop Gore,

He is one, who, having scen Christ after His resurrec=

tlon and so become quelified to witness to that funda-

mental fact, has received by no mediating hands, but

personally from Christ & definite mission.d

Under such circumstansea the apostles were, indeed, ex=-
traordinary functionaries possessing a gift of 1nsp1ration.4
Their authority came immedietely from Christ.® A1l the apoa=
tles saw our Iord after His resurrection.®

By the very nature of the definition, the apostle must
have a mission. Bishop Gore states 1t in this manner:

But for an apostle, 1% 1s essential that this mission

should be direct from Him who said, “As my Father hath

sent me, 80 send I you.” Suoch a direct mission, actual

and unmistaekable, from Christ, Himself, St. Paul he=

lieved himself to have received and wes recognized as

having received by his fellow apostles, who had been ap=

pointed in the more normal way while Christ was still

on earth.
There 1s more here than ths nature of a definition. In
Homans 10:15, St. Paul indicated that there can be no preach-
ing without a mission. "How shall men preach, except they

be sent?“a

Scharles Gore, The Church and the Hin:lstrz (Londons
LOJJE;mnBi Gregn ani ao.. IﬁB,. De ' G Cor. 9313
15:8; Gal. 1l:1.

4John 14:26; 16:13; 20:22.
Sia tthew 10:1; 28:18-19.

K111en, op. eit., p. 207, citing John 20:26; 21313
Acts 1333 1 Cor. 9:1.

WGore, on. git., p. 214.

BIbid.
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For this reason, the mission of the apostles i1s found
in great evidence in the Gospels. In Matthew 28:15ff.,
eleven diaciples are expressly mentioned as receiving the
cormmission to make dlsciples of all the nations, Again also

9

in St. Mark, the specific mumber is glven. St. John speaks

of tie mission as given toc "the disciples."” This is the
term which commonly refers to the twelve in his Gospel.lo
With the misslon of the Apostle is also authority. Our
Lord bestowed two types of authority on the Church. As 1s
stated in MNatthew 18:15=18, He promises authority to the
Church as the Church. He also extends authority to the
Apostles as the administrative officers of the Church as He
promised to 8t. Peter in Iatthew 16:18-19.11 Not only is
there authority to bind and to loose, but also the authority
of pastoral care, governing, and feeding was involved in the
apostolic commission. 12 7n view of the conferring of this
euthority and commission,
With them alone He celebrates the Iast Supper and Ine
stitutes the memorilal of His death, which He commits
to them to be perpetuated in the Church; to them He
addresses the last discourses, which are calculated to
prepare them in character and intelligence for the
withdrawal of His visible presence and the substitution

for 1t of that new and hlgher mode of inward presence
by His Spirit, which He should give to His Church when

9Ibid., p. 209, olting Matthew 28316; Mark 163:14-15.
1°Gore. op. cit., p. 210.

1lrp1a., p. 207.

B_Lb_:l_d_.. Pe 211, citing John 21:16-17.




6

He was glorified. 1In all this Christ was decling with

them no less as apostles than as represcntative disci-

ples .13
20, from the very beginning the disciples appear =3 a body
amongst whom eleven or, with iMatthlas, twelve are held to
possess 2 ministerial office and commission direct from
Christ.l%

With such a great commission and authority, it follows
that the qualificatlons rust have been exacting. As mene
tioned in 1 Corinthians 4:2, "It is required of stewards that
they be found trustworthy" (Revised Standard Version). The
primery requirement of the ministry of the apostle is falthe
fulness to Christ.'® Iloreover, the office of the apostle reo-
quired and involved an abaolute subordination and at the same
time & lofty authority. On the one hand, the apostle was the
slave of Jesus Christ. As he had no personal arbitrary lord=-
ship over the faith of the disciples, so he could proclaim
nothing of his ownjy 1t was beyond his power to alter the tra-
dition which made up his message.l6 In the language of the
Wew Testament the apostle was personally a(ﬁnﬂgs » 838 in
Romans 1:1. Officlally he was an.dnqnﬁﬁgs as in 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:1, or a.J&ﬁmﬂqs as in 1 Corinthians 3:5; 2 Corinthians

5263 4:1.1”

13Gore, op. oit., pe. 208.

U1p18,, p. 234.
151114., p. 215, footnote 2.

16(!01‘8, op. Olﬁ.. Pe 215.

Iylbid., footnote 2.
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Being a messenger and a slave to the One who sent him
necessarily implles that the primary function of the apostle
was the proclamatlon of his message. Thils wes not only the
primary function but also the hig,hest.la The message which
the apostle proclaimed was the word of reconciliation which
God had put in him (2 Corinthians 5:18=19) .:"9 The exercilse
of this highest function led inevitably to the secondary
functions of' the organization of the first churches , 20
S3ishop Gore expresses the idea well in this manner:

The apostle accordingly was a founder and ruler of

shurches, with divine authority given him for their

edification=-=ruling them all alike on the basis of a

common tradition of doctrine and practice, and claime

ing from them the obedience_of affectionate children

to their spiritual fether.Z2l
There was in the apostle more then a word which he pro-
claimed., There was given to him a power over the sins of
individuals to retain or forgive them, not meroly in a super=-
natural sense in the spiritual sphere but also in the physi-
cal sphere in which admonition in & physical sense could be
administered by the apc."i'.le.f'32

The apostle became a "steward of the mysteries of God" ==

laGore, op. 01t., P. 2143 Killan. OB, Uito’ Pe 215.
citing 1 Cor. 4=173 Eph. 3:B.

19601‘6, OPpe cit.. PPe 215=216.
20g111en, op. cit., p. 212.

2lcore.‘g_g. cit.» De 215, olting 2 Thess. 23153 S3l4;
1 Cor. 4215=-21; 11:16=34; 2 Cor. 1038; 13:10.

2200re, op. Olt., pP. 216, olting 1 Tim. 1:20; 1 Cor. 525.
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an edministrator, that 1s, of the divine revelations which
had been the seoret of God through the ages, but were now
declared and proclaimed through Jesus Christ, our incarnate
Tord. 1 Corinthians 4:1 uscs the tern oéh'oz/oisff i

But, in ell thias lofty mission and funotion, the apoatle
cannot be & lord or an autocrat. Although St. Paul feels
that he has the Holy Spirit, he distinguilshes carefully and
clearly between his personal opinion and commands given by
divine authority. This can be clearly seen in 1 Corinthians
7:6,10,12,25,40. Only verae 10 1is stated as a holy command.
This is an excellent example of St., Paul's careful handling
of authority. Passages in 2 Corinthians 1:24 and 1 Peter 5:3
warn against domineering use of authority. The false use of
apostolic authority in teaching error carries a curse with
it (Galatians 1:8) .24

In apite of all their great gifts, the apostles were
not to remain on earth for longer than a normal lifetime,
As the years passed on, the apostles arranged for the trans=-
fer of the administration of the church to those who would
carry on after their passing. As the Church assumed a set-
tled form, the apostles mingled with the elders on terms of
equality. At the Council of Jerusalem, they sat with them
in the same dellberative asse'bl:l.es.25 Paul, addressing the

23eore, op. sit., pp. 214=215.
24.1.:";&-- p. 216, footnote 2.

25g111en, op. oit., p. 212, oiting Acts 15:6; 16:4;
20317-25,
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elders of Ephesus for the last time, commends the Church to
thelr charge emphasizing the importance of fidelity and vigle
lance., Aware that their circumsatances were peculiar and that
thelr services would not be available to the end of time,
they left the ecclesiastical govermment, as they passed away
one after the other, to the care of the elders who had mean-
while shared in its administration.2®
Bishop Core summearizes in this manner:
It would appear, then, that Christ founded not only a
Church but an apostolate in the Church, an apostolate,
moreover, which was intended in some real sense to be
permanent; this apostolic office included all that was
necessary to perpetuate that mission on which the Father
had sent the Son into the worid: 1t involved the au-
thority to teach in Christ's name, to govern, and to
food, and in this sense was descrlibed as a stewardship
and pastorate: in order to its function of governmment,
a supernatural sanctlon was attached to ita leglslative
and judicial authority: and finally the two great

sacraments of Baptism and the Fucharist were committed
to its administration.=27

The apostle had the care of all the churches., He represented
the general church rather than the partiocular. His ministry

was universal or catholic.za

The apostolic delegate

Timothy and Titus were the apostolic supervisors of
Ephesus and Crete respeetively.ag These men were not what

26x111en, op. olt., pe 212, oiting Acts 20:17-25,20-31.
27Gore, op. oit., pp. 211-212.
281p3d., p. 217,

aglbid op Peo 285.
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St. Paul and the other apostles were, namely, the original .
proclaimers of a revelation. In this sense, they atand in -
the second rank. They were entrusted, rather, with the task
of maintalning a tradlition, of upholding a pattern of sound

woxrds, S0

Beyond the ordinary gifts for Christian l1ife, the
apostolic delegate was qualified for his work by a special
ministerial glft, or charisma, imparted by the laying on of
hande of the apostle or with the accompaniment of the laying
on of hands by the preabytery.sl Thelr function was to gove
ern the churches committed to thelr charge. They ordained
men- to the church orders after being duly satisfled of their
fitness, and exercised discipline even over the presbyterl.aa
Bishop Gore considers the office of the apostollc delegate

%o be essentially that of the later episcopal office with the
sole exception that 1t was not permanently localized. Dr.
Lightfoot concurs with this viaw.33 However, there is no
clear evidence in these Eplstles that Timothy.and Titus were
authorized to set up successors to themselves in their of=-

ricen.s4

301p1d,, citing 2 T™m. 12133 1 Tim.:1:5; 4:11-133 531223
6233 Titus 1325,

31gore, op. olt., ps 228, oiting 1 Tim. 43143 2 Tim. 1g
8.

%2gore, op. oit., p. 225, olting Titus 135; 1 Tim. 5322.
53gore, ops cit., p. 286, footmote 2.
34Gore, op. olt., p. 227.
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Bishop Gore summarizes this unique office in this mane

ners

Al)l that we may fairly conclude 18 that St. Paul, after
ordaining, or vwith a view to ordaining, the local minis-
ters, bishops and deacons, appointed delegates to exer-
cise the apostolic office of supervision in his place,
both before end after his death.35

The Spiritual Gifts and Ministries of the Church

_&ccording to liatthew 18:15-18, a supernatural author-
ity inheres in the Church as a body but the Church has, by
the authority of Christ, executlive offlcers and it is through
them that her judicial powers are put into ori‘ect.36 In
these executive officers, a great varlety of spiritual gifts
are given to the Church by God. GCore sees them as a

Spiritual heirarchy of graduated orders or powers, with
apostles, prophets, teachers, rulers, helpers, ministers
of mercy and exhortation, workers of miracles, speakers
with tongues, interpreters--esach class being not self-
constituted, but instituted and ompowered of God.S7

Being empowerd by God, they each have the gifts or
necceszary for their respective offices. Ephesians 4:11=-12

38

and 1 Corinthians 12:28 ere lists of the offices and in

1 Corinthians 12 can be found the gifts connected with such
offices.sg

351p14.
561b1d., p. 207.

571bid., pp. 218-210.
%81pid., p. 218, footnote 3.

9
Killen’ Op. 0it., p. 206.
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Timothy and Titus, as well as Philip; had special come

missions to assist 1n the organizing of the infant Church and

were furnished with extraordinary gifbs.4°

In the midst of the remarkable variety of gifts given
the Church, it is extremely difficult to assign particular

/

terms to individual offices. 'ThelﬁmgﬂﬁuﬁkL' of the Thessa=
lonians and the Romans 1s ejuivalent to the ®office of gov=-
ernment" among the Corinthians. The “bishop"™ of the Philipe
plans is equivalent to the pastor=teacher of the Epheaians

or the "preshyter" of the Pastoral Epistlea. There is even

2 variance in the torms for the apostolate. 1 Corinthians 325

) F
calls the apostolate a divioiey « In Aets 1:20, it 1s also

3 J a
celled an e¢rialoli ;;‘ - 21

In spite of the lack of precislon in terminology; there
were certain characteristics which were definite. According
to Bishop Gore;

There was, we should gather, a college or group of
Upresidents" or "bishops"™ in each community who dis=-
charged the office of government, and acted subordi-
nately to the apostles and prophets, as pastors and
teachers of the flock., To these was attached the
gsgistant” ministry of the "deacons.” This is borne
out in the Pastoral Epistles, where we learn further
that these local "presidents™ or "blshops" were also
known as "presbyters."

This cen be further understood in the secnse of the terms

4071434,, oiting 2 Tim. 1363 4353 Titus 1:5; Acts 825,13.

41gore, ops oit., pe 221, footmote 1.

4260?6. op. cit., p. 221» citing Titus 1:5-7.
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used in 1 Corinthians 12:28. Tfere we find f-.‘-/;’.'»c;u ';;-I'fé-_{-_j >
government, administration, and e’:ff’ciyf{r:'c-‘{-; helps listed
among the offices and ministrles which God has placed in the
45

Churoch. fccordling to Lindsay, the elders had the governe

ment or ths administration and the deacons were the helps.“’
The Local HMinistry of the Churches
The preébyter-bishop

JpeatS TE0YY is a term which had a broad usage in both
seculer and religious spheres of life. In the Graeco=Roman
civilization, it denoted an officiel or ruler.?® The Jews
epplied the same term to an official of the synagomie before
70 £.De Bearing in mind the connotations of both Jewish and
Gentile usage, the Christian Church used the term for offie
ciels of both secular and religious natures.?® Gonsidering
the r=ligious use of the term in the Church, a mumber of
scholars have atitempted to establish the relationship be=-

2 / a Y
tween emokonmes el ued’UTéops as one of function and the

43rnomas i, Lindsay, The Church and the lMinistry in
the Early Centuries (New Yorks George H. Doran 0O., Nede),
De 149,

441p1a., p. 154.

4514,

46)\rnat ana Gingrich, op. cit., p. 706.
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technical nrame of the respective orfioo.ﬂv

The faot that the éwokorps 1s also called a e Gireces
may also imply a dignity which 1s due to age. The term, in
itself, reteins its natural meaning ani can be nsed in anti-
thesls %o young men as it is in 1 Peter 5:5 and Clement to
the Corinthians l:5. However, this cannot be pressed too
far as still another term can be called forth %o represent
old men.fﬁwfiﬁ%gf s 89 in Titus 2:2.48

Nevertheleas, it appears that the two terms were used
interchangeably in the New Testament. These terwms were also
eqQuivalent to pastors and teachers as they alsc involved in-
struction and government.49 There was a plurality of elders
1n each clmrch, nonsti-tuting the goaﬁ?aré:ua;) .50 They wers
appointed to take care of the Clurch of God.2L The elders
wers the guardiens and rulers of the "flock of God," styled

pastora and shepherds. They were required to act as falthful

47rindsay, op. oit., p. 160, olting ILightfoot, Commen-
tary on the Eplstle to the Philippians (6th edition; 1881),
meindeveriass

Pp. Obff.; Loening, Die Ge des Urochristen=-
tums (1889), pp. 58fF.; ‘EFT"EET—%o 8, S Kritiken (1890),
Pp. 682ff.; Schmiedel, Encyclopaedia BibI¥ca (1902}, pp.
S134f1F. 1

“Bgzore, op. oilt., p. 223, footnote 1-2.

49¢91%en, op. olt., p. 208, olting Acts 21:17-28;
Pitus 1:5=7; 1 Peter 52:1=-23 1 Timothy 3:1,2,5.

5%gore, op. oit., p» 224, olting 1 Tim. 43143 Killen,
op. cit., D. 208, Toiting Acts 143233 Titus 1:5; James 5:14.

51g131en, op. oit., p. 200, oiting 1 Tim. 535.
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pastors under Christ, the Chlef Shepherd. While some were
only pastors or rulers, others were also teaohera.sz The
elders that ruled well were to he considered worthy of
double honor.ss Those that did not rule well were to be
looked after. Bub, in order that there be no unjust slander,
no accusation against an elder could be congidered unless it
was supported by at least two witnesaes .54’-

Apert from the simlleritiss with regard to ruling which
the Christian presbyter hed in common with his Jewish coun=
terpart, there vere certain aspects about his ministry which
were unique. Bishop Gore describes these aspects in this

manmers

But, on the other hand, while Jowlsh presbyters had
teen merely judicial officers, and not officers of wor=-
ship, nor teachers, the Christian presbyters have aag=
signed to them by St. James a "ministry of healing"
(James 5:14=16), both of body and soul, with accompany=-
ing vreyer, which has no analogy in the Jewish presbyt-
erate, while it accords naturally with general pastoral
functions assigned to the presbyterate by St. Peter

(1 Peter 531-5) .95

Lindsey feels that nothing but the name "elder" was bor=
rowed.ss The presbyter=bishops shared the apostolic stew=
ardship, not only in the sense of administration but also in

52¢313en, op. Olt., p. 208, olting Aots 20:28;
1 Poter 5:2; 1 Tim. 5217,

ssKlllen. op. cit., p. 2093 mnﬂ-ﬂay. Oop. clt., Pe 14%7.
54r3msay, op. olt., 147, olting 1 Tim. 5:17-20.
55001'0. Oop. cit., D. 252,

BGMndnay, ope. oit., p. 155,
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the sense of being entrusted, though subordinately, with the
function of 1:¢ava.¢=1*1.mss.5'7 Bach one was expected to apply him-
self to that particular department of hils office which he
could manage most efficiently. o

In view of the responsibility and honor attached to the
Christian presbyterate, it is not surprising %o find that
the oiffice was deslred and that there was a need for careful
selection.59 This was especilally true in that the office
bearers held office for life after they were once elected by
the laity. The person elected to the presbyterate or episco=-
pacy had to submit to the presbytery for ordination. In this
manner, the Church guarded against the intrusion of unworthy
people into office.%? Cuslifications for the offices of the
Christian Church are specifically outlined in the Scriptures.
The Christian bishop rust not only be morally £it but also
be able to rule and to teach.%! He must not be a recent con-
vert. He must have had some experience in Christianity,
whose character has stood the test of time. This can best
be seen in the manner in which the character has displaysd

himself in the family. Finally, he must be a man respected

57(}01-3. op. cit., p. 224, olting 1 Tim. 53173 3:5.
88¢1116n, op. olt., p. 209, oiting Romans 1216-8.
5914nasay, op. cit., p. 146.
so!ﬂ.llen. op. oit., p. 220.

6
lﬂore, Op. glt., P 224, 01tm8 1l Tim. S:1=73;

Titus 126=9,
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oy Christian and heathen elike.%2

The people were admonished to respect and to sustain

their spiritual instructurs.ss

The deacons

There were a plurallity of deacons in each.Ohuroh.e4
Thelyr dutlies were not strictly spiritual in character. They
wers subordinate to and acted under the advice and guldence
of those entrusted with the government of the Church. They
were called helps and attendants.65 Thelr qualifications
ware almilar to those of the presbyter-bishops. They were
to be morally fit, showing forth thelr good character in
their family relations.5®

821indsay, op. 0it., p. 146, oiting 1 Tim, 5:5-10.

63x3111en, op. oit., pp. 211-212, oiting Gal. 6163
1 Cor. 9214,

©4x111en, op. cit., p. 208, olting Aots 6:3.
65¢911en, op. olte, Ds 207, oiting Acts 632=4.

6613 ndsay, op. oit., p. 1473 Gore, op. Sit., p. 224,
olting 1 Tim. 33B=13e S




CHAPTER III
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MINISTRY IN THS APOSTOLIC FATHERS
Possible Episcopate of James in Jerusalem

According to Hegesippus, an ancient historian recorded
in Busebius, James received the Church 1n succession with the

;‘.postloa.l Aleo recorded in Eusebius, Clement of Alexandria

Poter and James and John, after the assumption of the
Saviour, though even the Lord had assigned them speclal
honour, did not claim distinction, but clected James
the just bilshop of Jerusalem.2

Bishop Gore quotes Dr. Lightfoot in agreement with this view,
“As enrly as the middle of the second century all parties |
concur in representing him as a bishop in the strict sense
of the term."9

In the Scriptures, James is shown %o heve ranked with
the Aposties.® Rather than rosming the earth with the

lcharlea Gore, The Church and the Mir‘ str {Iondons
Iongrans, Greon and Coes g # r}j; ebjus,
Historis Ecclesilastice, II, 23. derde” e-r ERFA eacry)
T T SmoeTiamy). " Hereafter His ri.a Boclesiastica

v
w111 be referred to as H.E.

20ore, op. oit., p. 250, footnote 5.

3Ib1d., citing "Dr. Lightfoot refors to Hegesippus in
FuSCbiuS’ EOE.. II, 23. Iv, 22. Epo Patro’ init.; Bp- Glﬂm-,
init.3 Clementine, Hom., XI, 363 Recog. I, 45,68,95."

4Gore, op. olt., p. 250, citing Gal. 1:19; 219; Acts 15.
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Gospel, he is seen to be localized in Jerusalem, presiding
with the elders.” At the apostollc conference, he is seen
Yo speak with some degree of authority in suggesting the
apoatolic tlcaor'ee.Ei According to Bishop Gore,
Thus 1% has been common from the earliest times to see
in James the "bishop of Jerusalem" in the latter sense,
i.e. 2 localized apostolio ruler of the Church and this
commends itself to most modern critios.
This epliscopate was held by relatives of Christ. Symeon, we
are told, was chosen as the cousin of the Iord. He was a

descendent of David and & Ghristian.a

The chief authority
in the Church was not yet, even amongst Jewish Christians,

in 211 cases a localized or dlocesan authority.g
The Arrangement in the Didache

The Didache is a mammal for the loocal church.l? 1t is
dated 1In the first century. Composed by a Jewlsh Christian
for a Jewish community, it was originally attributed to Syria
or Palestine. However, recent evidence points to Egypt.n'

5Grore, ope. o6it., p. 250, footnote 3, citing Gal. 1:193
Acts 122173 21:18.
Sgore, op. olt., p. 250, oiting Acts 15:13,19-20.

76‘01‘9’ op. clt., p. 250,

81pid., p. 252, oiting Fusebius, H.E., IV, 22.
gﬂore, op. cit., pe 263,
]'oIbid., De 258.

11
Ibid., p. 253.
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The theology of the Didache is inadequate. Gore thinks that
i1t suggests the condltion of belief of those Christians to
whom the Epistle to the Hebrews was directed in order to 1lift
them out of the rudimentary knowledge which was all they
possessed.l2

The fifteenth chapter of the Didache exhorts the loecal
church %o ordaln bishops and deacons for themselves.l® Mhese
local officlals shared the same ministry as the apostles,
prophets, and teachers ani were, therefore, not to be overs=
looked.'% The officers wers elected by the Churches without
appointment from above. This was somewhat more democratic
than usua1.15 Over the lccal ministry of the bishops and
deacons were prophets, apostles, and teachers, who exercised
a ministry not localized in any particular otmreh.ls

The apostles of the Didache are not the twelve apostles
but they correspond to the lew Testament evangelists, ambu-

latory messengera of the Gospel.r’ The apostles are also

121hid., p. 254,
MH I 3
18mpia, "6 mﬂq’a‘mﬂw CITeTRON S hye 0&”“{"96 . The olV
connects the or&rzt:lon of officers with the preceding chap-
ter 14 about the Sunday celebration of the 'pure saorifice,'™

1&
Gore, op. oit., p. 2565 Thomas M. Lindsay, The Church
and the Minletry In the Earlg Centuries (New Yorks George H.
a i [5)

Doran EO.’ N.Qe)y Po I, s C :l.me, XV.
15601'9. Op. cit., p. 26%.

161h4a,, p. 264, footnote 2, olting Didache, XI, 3}
XIThE e

mcore, op. cit., p. 254.
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virtually identifled with the propheta. The Didache (XI, 5)
speaks of the apoatle who stays in a church more than two
days as a false prophet.le The prophets or apostles of the
Didache were to be tested by the standard of right teaching

and moral character.lg

Thers was to be no selfish motive in
the apostle. Any sign of an incllnation to fasten himself
upon a church, or to abandon the holy poverty of his calling,
vas to stamp him as a false prophet.ao

Along with this rigld standard, however, there were also
privileges. In the Eucharistic celebration, the prophet had
the privilege of glving thanks without the restriction of the
set form which had to be used by the locel ministry.2t They
also had the right to the first fruits of the produce of the
community.22

The most significant of the privileges of the prophets
for this study is that they had the right to setitle perma-

nently in any church.®® This oould conceivably be one way :

181p14., footnote 43 Lindsay, op. citi., p. 175, olting
Didache, XI, G.

laaora. op. oit., p. 255, footnote 1, citing Didache,

XI.

20gore, op. oit., p. 256, citing Didache VI, 1; XI, 1l.

2lgore, op. olt., P. 2565, footmote 3; Lindsay, op. olit.,
p. 174, citing Didache, X, 7. Tog de mad ﬂT"'O 4375»&#‘\7)5@)‘,,/
ettt mads vies | 75 tes 297e 175 Poys aired

226‘0“ OPe. cilt., p. 2553 Lindsay, OD. clt.,, pP. 174,
oiting Didache, XIIT, 4. e

23gore, op. oit., p. 266, olting Didache, XIIT, 1.
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in which these churches acquired bishops. Ignatius, the
martyr-bishop of Antioch in Syria, cleimed the gift of pro-
phecy. Polycarp is spoken of as "having been an epostolic
and prophetic teacher, bishop of the Holy Church in Smyrna.®™
In the fifth chapter of his letter, he describes a wvision of

his own martyrdom.24

The Ietters of Ignatius

Izgnetive was a bishop of Antioch in Syrlia. The letters
which are attributed tc him were written on his journey to
Rome and to martyrdom, under the custody of ten soldiers, the
"ten leopards" to whom he refers to in one of his letters.
Whlle he was at Smyrna, deputations arrived from Tralles,
lagnesia, and Ephesus to do honor to him, At Smyrna, he
wrote four of the extant letters. Three others were written
from Troas.2°

There has been a long standing controversy over the
seven letters of Ignatius. The letters, which were known in
medieval times, were long suspected to be spurious as they
did not always agree with the guotations found in the Church
Fathers. In 1644, seven shorter letters in Iatin were found
by Bishop Ussher. These are now recognized as being trans-

lations of the genuine letters. In 1646, the Greek text of

24Gore, op. oit., p. 257, clting Ignatius, To the
Philadelphians, ViIi; Polyocarp, V, XVI.

2500“’ Ope. cit., p. 2686.
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the shorter letters appeared. By 1666, these letters were
attacked as spurious by French Presbyterians, who saw 1in
them a threat to the historlcity of ftheir Church polity. The
lettors were, in turn, defended by a Bishop Pearson with the
publication of Vindiciae Ignatianse. The controversy cooled
for many years untll, in 1845, Dr. Cureton published a Syrian
version of the letters of Ignatius. These were offered as a
version lylng behind even the Greek versions.

It was not untll 1873 that Zahn, in his work Ignatius
von Antiochien, proved that the Syriac version was a digest

of the original letters. Dr. Adolf Harnack is cited as con=-
sldering the germuineness of the shorter CGreek letters as
¥eertaln" and the internal grounds for 1t as “overpowering.“zs
After some initial dissent, Dr. Harnack also agreed that the
letters of Ignatius were composed between 109 to 117 A.D. or,
at the latest, 117 to 125 A.D. He 1s quoted by Bishop Gore,

Die Ignatiusbrief und der Polycarpbrief sind echt, und

sle 3ind in den letzten Jahren Trajans verfasst (109=

117) oder vielleicht einige Jahre spaeter (117-125).

The letters of Ignatius speak of a well organized three=-
fold ministry, Submission to that minlstry is considered es-
sential in the Church. This can be seen from the following
quotations from the letter of Ignatiuss

It is meet, therefore . « . that being perfectly joined

261bid., De 285, footnote 1, quoting Dr. Harnack,
Expositor (January, 1866), pp. 10-15.

27Gore, ops olte pe 265, footnote 1, quoting Dr.
Harnack, Gh;dﬁglogfe fﬁﬂipzis. 1897), pe. 406,
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together 1n one submission, submitting yourselves to
zlolu!.: biggmp and presbytery, ye may be sanctified in all
£8 e

Submission to them 1s as to God. In another passage, Ignatius
mentions specifically three distinct orders:

Forasmuch, then, as I was permitted to see-you in the
person of your godly bishop, Damas, and your worthy
presbyters Bossus and Appolorius and my fellow servant
the deacon, Sotion, of whom I would fain have joy, for
he that 1s subject to the biskop as unto the grace of
God and to the presbytery as unto the lew of Jesus
Christ:==Yea, and it becometh you also not to presume
upon the youth of your bishop, but according to the
power of God, the Father to render unto him all rever-
€nco, « « o yet not to him, but to the Father of Jesus
Christ, even to the Bishop of all. . . . For & man does
not so mich deceive this bishop who is seen, as cheat
that other who is invisible.29

S5t11ll enother passage in the same theme 1s found in chapters
two and three:

When ye are obedient to the bishop as to Jesus Christ,
it is evident to me that ye are living not after men,
but after Jesus Christ. . . ' It is therefore neces=
sary, oven &s your wont is, that ye should do nothing
without the bishop, but be ye obedient also to the
presbytery as to the Apostles. . « + And those like-
wise who are deacons of the mysteries of Jesus Christ
rst please men in all ways. For they are not deacons
of meats and drinks, but servanta of the church of God.
It is ripght that they should beware of blame as of fire.
in like manner let all men respect the deacons as Jesus
Christ; even as they should respect the bishop as beilng
a type of the Father and the presbyters as the council
of God and as the college of apostles.

28g30re, op. Olt., p. 268, citing Ignatius, To the Ephe-
slans, II-VI.'E'X: “To the Magnesiana, IV, VI-VII, XIII.

2900:-3, op. oit., p. 270; Lindsay, op. oit., p. 191,
clting Ignatius, To To the liagnesians, II-III.

5""i:ku-e, op. oit., p. 271, oliting Ignatius, To the
Trallians, II-III, VII, XIII.
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Other passages supporting the three=fold ministry can be
found in the letters to the Smyrnans and to the Philadelphi-
ans, 5t

In the third chapter of the Epistle to the Trallians,
Imnasius asserts that without this ministry no church has a
right to the name.sa

Campenheausen sums up the idea of the ministry in
Ignatius with this passages

Den einen Bischof umglbt als seine "Rataversammlung"

der gelstlliche Kranz des Presbyteriums--dieser unper-

soenliche Ausdruock tritt Jetzt melst an die Stelle der

aelteren Nemmung von "Presbytern®--und unter beiden
stehen die Diener der Kirche Gottes, die Diakonen.35

The Ietter of Clement to the Corinthians

This letter belongs to the period shortly after that of
the letters of Ignatius. It was written by a Clement of
Home on the occasion of the rebellion of some of the people
of the Church of Corinth, which resulted in the deposition

of some of the preabytera.54

The material in the letter of Clement to the Corinthians
corcerns itself malnly with the authority of the ministry as

8l
ore, op. Cite.p, pp. 271=272, citing Ignatius, To the
Smyrnans, VIITeIX7 To the Philadelphians, III=IVe

32003'3, op. olt., p. 8713 Lindsay, op. git., p. 191.
3sﬂans Fischer von Campenhausen, Kirchliche Amt und
Geistliche Vollmacht in den ersten drel Jahrnunierten

TTuobingens J. C. B. Hohr, 1959), pP. 1056, olting Ignatius,
To the Magnesians, XIII.

540’01'9. op. citey Do 282,
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is seen in the following quotations from the letter:

The Apostles were sent to us with the Gospel from the
Iord Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Chriast was sent forth
from God. Christ, then, is from God and the Apostles
from Christs 1¢ took places in both cases in due order
by the will of God. They then having received command-
ments, and having been fully assured through the resur-
roction of the Lord Jesus Christ and confirmed in the
word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Spirit,
went forth preaching the Gospel that the Kingdom of God
was about to come. Preaching then in country and town
they appointed thelr first fruits, when they had tested
them in the Spirit, for bishops and deacons of thoss
who werc about to become believers. And thias was no
new thing, for of old 1t had been written about bishops
and deacons. For thus says the Scripture: "I will
appoint thelr bishops in righteousness and their dea=
cons in faith™ (Isalah, 60:17) .59

Proviasion for the successlon of the ministry had been made
by the Apostlss., Ilien were to be appointed to the ministry

ith the assent of the Church which they were %o serve.
This is the sense of Clement in this passage:

The Apostles foreknew that there would be contention
over the title of bishop. They, therefore, made provi-
sion for approved men to succeed to the ministry of
those fallen a2sleep. Those who were appolnted by the
Apostles or other distinguished men of the church with
the consent of the whole chmrch and who have exercisgd
their ministry blameleasly ought not to be deposed.®

The ministry represented the authority of government and so
claimed obedience, as Clement stated in thils passage:

Let us fear the Lord Jesus whose blood was given for
us: let us reverence our rulers, let us honor our

551b1<1.. De 28’7, aiting Clement, Letter to the
Corint ns,, xLII. %Plﬂ An the Septuagint reads,
x m‘t o’u\ m:_e, p/-ro Y elppip xit TORE  émoicerTes

56001'3, . olt., pp. 287-288, olting Clement, Letter
to the Corinthians, XLIV.

i---------------------------IIIIlIllllllIlllll.lllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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presbyters, let us inatruct our young men in the lesson
of' the dear of (God, let us bring tacit our women to the
standard of good behaviour.S7
In Clement, there is en official or oiffioclals who are men-

tioned separately from the presbyters. A passage in chapter

\ ; - Sl s _,--"
'__\ Juevors U -f_.'-." KL ;.-Z:r];’ T"!-a Ik (. ]n: TU U ESLC, T’\; ‘-_"
== W JIORE DU G n38
Besldes #Ayoulcei e 2 TOOGYOULEVSS, seems to signify a
ruler in Clement. =/ +74i5 4s still another term applied
oy

to the officials of the church.®? Lindsay asserts that the

-

term <7.7K°777 1s always applied to the office.40

The Data Found in Polycarp and the Shephserd of Hermas

In the iertyrium of Polycarp, he is termed & bishop of
an apostolic and prophetic nature.41 Polycarp also lists
gqualifications for deacons., They were not to be devilish,
double=tongued, and lovers of money, but were to be disci-

plined and compassionate according to the truth of the 139:'11.42

3'7Gore, op. oit., p. 290,

381pid., p. 284, olting Clement, Letter to the Corin-
thians, XXL.

sgnindaay. op. cit., p. 160,
401p14., p. 160, footnote 4.

41601'9. op. oit., p. 208, footnote 3, citing Polycarp,
Hartyrium, V.

4269:-5. op. elt., p. 297, oiting Polycarp, lMartyrium, V.
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There 1s very little in the Shepherd of Hermas. The
date is disputed. The mention in the Muratorian Fragment
dates the Shepherd at about 140 A.D. However, the situation
of the ministry accorda more with the time of the Clement,

who 1s mentioned in the Shepherd."‘s/ In the Shepherd, there
is distinctlon made between the 7o07ridue/oc and the

.
s’

LTS among the officisls of the Church.%%

1y 5 ) =
700 fead g
)

45601-3, op., oit., p. 500, olting Shepherd of Hermas,
Vision IIX.

%4gore, op- cit., p. 501, footnote 4, olting Shepherd
of Hermas, Visions 1IlI, IX.




CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

In view of the materlal of the New Testament and the
Apostolic Fathers, three theories have been formlaeted for
the development of the episcopal system which characterized
the organization of the Church in the following centuriess

a. According to one theory, there were originally col-
leges of equal presbyter=bilshops in each church.
Iater, the powvers of ordination and episcopal func-
tions devolved upon one man, He became the bishop
while the others continued wilth reduced authority.

be A second theory asserts that the bishop was hidden
in the presbyterate and that long after the bishops
were dlstinct from the presbyters, this term could
be applied to both. The confusion of terms and
the interchangeable use of_both could well be used
in support of this theory.l

Ce A tThird theory has apostolic men, carrying on an
itinerant minlstry, eventually settling down and
joining the presbyteries of the local church,
thereby becoming the bishops of those churches.

The ceses of Polycarp and Ignatius, both claiming
prophetic gifts, and the provisions for this in the
Didache lend support to this theory.2

Although the material in this study may seem to have
little of significance in it, there are some significant
points to be observed:

a. There is great freedom in the use of terms, both

1Supra. Pe 14.

2
Supra, p. 213 Charles CGore, The Church and the lMinis-
try ( I.o%on; Longmans, Green and Co.p, 1013), PP. S08-305.

.
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in the New Testament and in the Apostolic F'Iithe:-s.:5
be Provision was made to prevent the intrusion of un=-
worthy people into office, Elther the candldates
had to submit to the presbytery for ordination or
thoe appointment was made from above with the con-
sent of the whole Church.4
Scripture rarely speaks of an office as a status in it=
self but rather emphasizes the functlon and the qualifica-
tions necessary for the fulfillment of that function.®
The Apostollc Fathers reflect the flexible use of terms
of the fjcr:lpt'ure.6 Ipgnatius clearly speaks of a thres=fold
ministry with a blshop as distinct from the presbyters. This

is also possible in Clement and the Shepherd of Hermaa.l7

Supra, pp. 14, 27, 28,
Supra, pp. 16, 26.
Supré, pp. 8, 7, 16.
Ssupra, p. 27.

VSuEra, PP« 23=25,
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