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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The nature of the ministry and the organization of the
Church which surrounds that ministry has been a disputed
point among Christiens, especially since the Reformation.
Today, much of Protestantism 1s divided on this point alone.
Denominations take their names from the form or organization
of the ministry, for example, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and
Congregational Churches.

Today, as the Church expands her work of preaching the
Gospel in a world grown indescribably complex, the problem
of organlzation continues to raise its head. What freedom
does the Church have in organizing itself? Does a present
organization suffice or can it be reworked into a more sult-
able system?

In order that the Church might know the possibilities,
it 1s good to delve into the past and examine the methods of
the Church which have been ‘uaed through the centuries. A
critical examination of the various organizations of the
Church in history will result in ideas which may bear fruit
in application to the situation of the Church in the modern

world.
It is with a view to initiating such a study that I
offer this investigation of the organiszation of the ministry




2
in the Now Testament and in the earliest of thc Church Fa-
thers. Unfortunately, the perlod allowed for the completion
of thils project has made it impossible to consult materials
outside the library of Concordia Seminery, Saint Iouis,
HMissouri.
Nevertheless, & conaideration of the materials which

are avallable will certainly not be in vain.




CHAPTER II
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NWEU TESTAMRNT MINISTRY
The HMinistry to the Whole Church
The apostolate

The fountainhead of the ministry of the New Testament
was the apostolate., Thils spostolate had the unique commis-
silon Trom our Yord to organize the Christilan Church.l Withe
out the apostolate, thore could be no other ministry.

The term %vrofrm.\tg_, has & broad usage in the New Testa-
ment. I% is used in the simple sense of “one sent" or "mes-
senger' in John 13:16. Epaphroditus, the messenger of the
Philipplens is called an v7dsrole; 4in Phillppiens 2:35. In
2 Corinthians 8:23, this term is used in a possible sense
of a missionary in reference to Titus. The apostles are
God's messengers with the prophets in Luke 112349, Revelation
18:20, 2:2, and Ephesians 325. Even Christ 1s called an
:-.»;.frz;;;ro)\g_ ; with P Xte'.se';’ /45 1n Hebrews 5:1. But, the predoml-
nant use is for the apostles, a group of highly honored be=

lievers who had a special :t‘unv:ﬂ::l.c:m.2

1y, D. K1llen, The Ancient Church, Its History,
Doctrine, Worship and Constitution (New York: Anson D. F.
m a Oep m 9 De )

2y. P. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, A Oreek English

Iexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Titerature (Chicagos University of Chicago §reas, 1957) ,
D. .
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That special functlon of the apostle was to testify of
Christ. According to Bishop Gore,

He is one, who, having scen Christ after His resurrec=

tlon and so become quelified to witness to that funda-

mental fact, has received by no mediating hands, but

personally from Christ & definite mission.d

Under such circumstansea the apostles were, indeed, ex=-
traordinary functionaries possessing a gift of 1nsp1ration.4
Their authority came immedietely from Christ.® A1l the apoa=
tles saw our Iord after His resurrection.®

By the very nature of the definition, the apostle must
have a mission. Bishop Gore states 1t in this manner:

But for an apostle, 1% 1s essential that this mission

should be direct from Him who said, “As my Father hath

sent me, 80 send I you.” Suoch a direct mission, actual

and unmistaekable, from Christ, Himself, St. Paul he=

lieved himself to have received and wes recognized as

having received by his fellow apostles, who had been ap=

pointed in the more normal way while Christ was still

on earth.
There 1s more here than ths nature of a definition. In
Homans 10:15, St. Paul indicated that there can be no preach-
ing without a mission. "How shall men preach, except they

be sent?“a

Scharles Gore, The Church and the Hin:lstrz (Londons
LOJJE;mnBi Gregn ani ao.. IﬁB,. De ' G Cor. 9313
15:8; Gal. 1l:1.

4John 14:26; 16:13; 20:22.
Sia tthew 10:1; 28:18-19.

K111en, op. eit., p. 207, citing John 20:26; 21313
Acts 1333 1 Cor. 9:1.

WGore, on. git., p. 214.

BIbid.
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For this reason, the mission of the apostles i1s found
in great evidence in the Gospels. In Matthew 28:15ff.,
eleven diaciples are expressly mentioned as receiving the
cormmission to make dlsciples of all the nations, Again also

9

in St. Mark, the specific mumber is glven. St. John speaks

of tie mission as given toc "the disciples."” This is the
term which commonly refers to the twelve in his Gospel.lo
With the misslon of the Apostle is also authority. Our
Lord bestowed two types of authority on the Church. As 1s
stated in MNatthew 18:15=18, He promises authority to the
Church as the Church. He also extends authority to the
Apostles as the administrative officers of the Church as He
promised to 8t. Peter in Iatthew 16:18-19.11 Not only is
there authority to bind and to loose, but also the authority
of pastoral care, governing, and feeding was involved in the
apostolic commission. 12 7n view of the conferring of this
euthority and commission,
With them alone He celebrates the Iast Supper and Ine
stitutes the memorilal of His death, which He commits
to them to be perpetuated in the Church; to them He
addresses the last discourses, which are calculated to
prepare them in character and intelligence for the
withdrawal of His visible presence and the substitution

for 1t of that new and hlgher mode of inward presence
by His Spirit, which He should give to His Church when

9Ibid., p. 209, olting Matthew 28316; Mark 163:14-15.
1°Gore. op. cit., p. 210.

1lrp1a., p. 207.

B_Lb_:l_d_.. Pe 211, citing John 21:16-17.
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He was glorified. 1In all this Christ was decling with

them no less as apostles than as represcntative disci-

ples .13
20, from the very beginning the disciples appear =3 a body
amongst whom eleven or, with iMatthlas, twelve are held to
possess 2 ministerial office and commission direct from
Christ.l%

With such a great commission and authority, it follows
that the qualificatlons rust have been exacting. As mene
tioned in 1 Corinthians 4:2, "It is required of stewards that
they be found trustworthy" (Revised Standard Version). The
primery requirement of the ministry of the apostle is falthe
fulness to Christ.'® Iloreover, the office of the apostle reo-
quired and involved an abaolute subordination and at the same
time & lofty authority. On the one hand, the apostle was the
slave of Jesus Christ. As he had no personal arbitrary lord=-
ship over the faith of the disciples, so he could proclaim
nothing of his ownjy 1t was beyond his power to alter the tra-
dition which made up his message.l6 In the language of the
Wew Testament the apostle was personally a(ﬁnﬂgs » 838 in
Romans 1:1. Officlally he was an.dnqnﬁﬁgs as in 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:1, or a.J&ﬁmﬂqs as in 1 Corinthians 3:5; 2 Corinthians

5263 4:1.1”

13Gore, op. oit., pe. 208.

U1p18,, p. 234.
151114., p. 215, footnote 2.

16(!01‘8, op. Olﬁ.. Pe 215.

Iylbid., footnote 2.
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is seen in the following quotations from the letter:

The Apostles were sent to us with the Gospel from the
Iord Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Chriast was sent forth
from God. Christ, then, is from God and the Apostles
from Christs 1¢ took places in both cases in due order
by the will of God. They then having received command-
ments, and having been fully assured through the resur-
roction of the Lord Jesus Christ and confirmed in the
word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Spirit,
went forth preaching the Gospel that the Kingdom of God
was about to come. Preaching then in country and town
they appointed thelr first fruits, when they had tested
them in the Spirit, for bishops and deacons of thoss
who werc about to become believers. And thias was no
new thing, for of old 1t had been written about bishops
and deacons. For thus says the Scripture: "I will
appoint thelr bishops in righteousness and their dea=
cons in faith™ (Isalah, 60:17) .59

Proviasion for the successlon of the ministry had been made
by the Apostlss., Ilien were to be appointed to the ministry

ith the assent of the Church which they were %o serve.
This is the sense of Clement in this passage:

The Apostles foreknew that there would be contention
over the title of bishop. They, therefore, made provi-
sion for approved men to succeed to the ministry of
those fallen a2sleep. Those who were appolnted by the
Apostles or other distinguished men of the church with
the consent of the whole chmrch and who have exercisgd
their ministry blameleasly ought not to be deposed.®

The ministry represented the authority of government and so
claimed obedience, as Clement stated in thils passage:

Let us fear the Lord Jesus whose blood was given for
us: let us reverence our rulers, let us honor our

551b1<1.. De 28’7, aiting Clement, Letter to the
Corint ns,, xLII. %Plﬂ An the Septuagint reads,
x m‘t o’u\ m:_e, p/-ro Y elppip xit TORE  émoicerTes

56001'3, . olt., pp. 287-288, olting Clement, Letter
to the Corinthians, XLIV.

i---------------------------IIIIlIllllllIlllll.lllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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presbyters, let us inatruct our young men in the lesson
of' the dear of (God, let us bring tacit our women to the
standard of good behaviour.S7
In Clement, there is en official or oiffioclals who are men-

tioned separately from the presbyters. A passage in chapter

\ ; - Sl s _,--"
'__\ Juevors U -f_.'-." KL ;.-Z:r];’ T"!-a Ik (. ]n: TU U ESLC, T’\; ‘-_"
== W JIORE DU G n38
Besldes #Ayoulcei e 2 TOOGYOULEVSS, seems to signify a
ruler in Clement. =/ +74i5 4s still another term applied
oy

to the officials of the church.®? Lindsay asserts that the

-

term <7.7K°777 1s always applied to the office.40

The Data Found in Polycarp and the Shephserd of Hermas

In the iertyrium of Polycarp, he is termed & bishop of
an apostolic and prophetic nature.41 Polycarp also lists
gqualifications for deacons., They were not to be devilish,
double=tongued, and lovers of money, but were to be disci-

plined and compassionate according to the truth of the 139:'11.42

3'7Gore, op. oit., p. 290,

381pid., p. 284, olting Clement, Letter to the Corin-
thians, XXL.

sgnindaay. op. cit., p. 160,
401p14., p. 160, footnote 4.

41601'9. op. oit., p. 208, footnote 3, citing Polycarp,
Hartyrium, V.

4269:-5. op. elt., p. 297, oiting Polycarp, lMartyrium, V.




28
There 1s very little in the Shepherd of Hermas. The
date is disputed. The mention in the Muratorian Fragment
dates the Shepherd at about 140 A.D. However, the situation
of the ministry accorda more with the time of the Clement,

who 1s mentioned in the Shepherd."‘s/ In the Shepherd, there
is distinctlon made between the 7o07ridue/oc and the

.
s’

LTS among the officisls of the Church.%%

1y 5 ) =
700 fead g
)

45601-3, op., oit., p. 500, olting Shepherd of Hermas,
Vision IIX.

%4gore, op- cit., p. 501, footnote 4, olting Shepherd
of Hermas, Visions 1IlI, IX.




CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

In view of the materlal of the New Testament and the
Apostolic Fathers, three theories have been formlaeted for
the development of the episcopal system which characterized
the organization of the Church in the following centuriess

a. According to one theory, there were originally col-
leges of equal presbyter=bilshops in each church.
Iater, the powvers of ordination and episcopal func-
tions devolved upon one man, He became the bishop
while the others continued wilth reduced authority.

be A second theory asserts that the bishop was hidden
in the presbyterate and that long after the bishops
were dlstinct from the presbyters, this term could
be applied to both. The confusion of terms and
the interchangeable use of_both could well be used
in support of this theory.l

Ce A tThird theory has apostolic men, carrying on an
itinerant minlstry, eventually settling down and
joining the presbyteries of the local church,
thereby becoming the bishops of those churches.

The ceses of Polycarp and Ignatius, both claiming
prophetic gifts, and the provisions for this in the
Didache lend support to this theory.2

Although the material in this study may seem to have
little of significance in it, there are some significant
points to be observed:

a. There is great freedom in the use of terms, both

1Supra. Pe 14.

2
Supra, p. 213 Charles CGore, The Church and the lMinis-
try ( I.o%on; Longmans, Green and Co.p, 1013), PP. S08-305.

.
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in the New Testament and in the Apostolic F'Iithe:-s.:5
be Provision was made to prevent the intrusion of un=-
worthy people into office, Elther the candldates
had to submit to the presbytery for ordination or
thoe appointment was made from above with the con-
sent of the whole Church.4
Scripture rarely speaks of an office as a status in it=
self but rather emphasizes the functlon and the qualifica-
tions necessary for the fulfillment of that function.®
The Apostollc Fathers reflect the flexible use of terms
of the fjcr:lpt'ure.6 Ipgnatius clearly speaks of a thres=fold
ministry with a blshop as distinct from the presbyters. This

is also possible in Clement and the Shepherd of Hermaa.l7

Supra, pp. 14, 27, 28,
Supra, pp. 16, 26.
Supré, pp. 8, 7, 16.
Ssupra, p. 27.

VSuEra, PP« 23=25,
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