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OBAPl'BR I 

IM'IRODUOTION 

The nature of the n,1n1atz-7 and the organ1zatlon of' the 

Church which aurrounda that mtniatry baa been a cUapute4 

point among Obr1atiana, eapeolally alnoe the Ref'ol'llat1on. 

Today, mu.oh of' Protoate.ntlam I.a divided on thla point alone. 

Denominations take their names from the f'orm or organisation 

of' the ministr7, for example, Ep1aoopa1, Presbyterian, and 

Congregational Churches. 

'l'oda7, as the Ohuroh expands her work of' preaching the 

Gospel in a world grown indeaorlbabl7 complex, the problem 

of organ1zat1on oontlnuea to ra1ae 1ta head. What f'reeclom 

doea the Ohurah have in organlaing 1 taelf't Doea a preaent 

organization auf'f'1ae or oan it be reworked into a more au1t­

able ayatemt 

In ol'der that the Ohuroh might know the poaaib111t1e■, 

lt la good to delve into the pa.at and aamlne the •thoda of' 
I 

the Church whlab. bave been uaed through the oentur1ea. A 

oritloal examination of' the ar1oua organ1sat1ona of' the 

Ohuroh 1n h1ator7 will result 1n idea■ whioh m&J' bear 1'n1t 

1n app11aat:lon to the situation of' the Church ln tbe modern 

world. 

It 1• with a Tie• to lnlt1at1ng auoh a •tudJ' tbat I 

of'f'er th1a 1Dve■tlgat;1on of' tbe oi-ganillatlon of' the ldnla"7 



2 

in the New Testament and in the earliest of tho Ohuroh Fa­

thers. Unf'ortunately, the period allo~ed for the oompletlon 

of' this projeot baa made 1t impossible to oonault materials 

m.,ts i de the l i brary of Concordia Seminary, Saint Iouia, 

Missouri. 

Nevertheless, a oons1derat1on of the materials which 

a.r e a va1le.b l o will certain1y not be 1n va"ln. 



CHAPTER II 

'l'HR ORGANI ZA TIOM O.F TBS NEri TIIDTAJSNT MIIIIS'l'RY 

The Utnis try to the '/ho le Church 

The apos tola te 

The fountainhead of the ministry of the New Testament 

\7as the apoatolat9. Tt.1s o.postolatG had the unique commis­

s ion f rom our !Drd to organize the Christian Churoh.1 ,11th­

out t h e apostola.te, t11,ore oou1d be, no other m1n1atr7. 
> / \ 

The term nocrT~Ao_s has a broad usage 1n the Nn _Testa-

ment. It 1a used in the. simp1e sense of "one sent" or "mea­

senger0 in John 13116. Epapbrod1tua, the messenger ot the 
, / ). 

Philippians 1s called an OflTcr.tro 5 in Philippians 2:35. In 

2 Corinthians 8:23, this term is used in a possible sense 

of a missionary in reference to T1twt. The apostles are 

God's messengers with the prophets in Luke 11:49, Revelation 

18:20, 2:2, and Ephesians 3:5. Evon Christ 1s oalled an 
, / \ J / 

r:(O'orrr.JAD_j with .:tp)'te-pe1!.5 in Hebrews 3:1. But, the predom1-

mnt use 1a for the apostles, a group or highly honored be­

lievers who had a special .tunot1on.2 

lw. D. Killen, 'l'he Anoient Oburoh, Its Hiatorz:, 
Doctrine, Worship andOonat1tut1on (New Yorks Anson D. P. 
Remo iph and do. , 'IIDJ3) • p. 212. 

2w. F. Amdt and F. W. Olngrioh, ! Greek English 
Lexioon o~ the Hew Testament and Other EarlJrChrlatlan 
Llteratuii Taliioago1 ti'niveralti'""of dbiaago eaa, 105'1), 
P• 99. 
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' That speo1al .tu.notion of' the apostle waa to tea t1f7 of 

Christ. Aooording to Bishop Gore, 

He is one, ,vho, having aeen Obrist after His resurrec­
tion and so become qualified t o wi tness to that ful'Xla­
mental. .taot, haa received by no mediating hands, but 
personally from Ohr1st a de.finite nd.salon.3 

Ur..der such oiroumstanoea the apostles were, indeed, ex­

_traordinary f'unct1onar1ea possessing a gift of inspiration. 4 

Their authority oame imned1atel7 .from Chriat. 5 All the apos­

tles saTI our Lord after H1a reaurroot1on.6 

By the verry natu1•e o f the de.1'1n1t!on, the apostle must 

have a mission. Bishop Gore states it 1n this manner: 

But :for an apos·tle, 1 t is essential that th1a mission 
should be direct from Him who aa1d, "As my Father bath 
sent me, so send I yau. 11 Suoh a direct mission, aotual 
and unmistakable, .from Obrist, Hin1Self. st. Paul be­
lieved h11113elt to have r e oe1ved and was recognized as 
having received 'bJ' his fellow apostles, who bad been ap­
pointed in. the more normal way while Obrist was still 
on earth.rr 

There 1s more here than the nature of' a def'1n1tlon. In 

Romans 10:15, St. Paul 1nd1oated that there oan be no preach­

ing w1 thou t a misslor,. nHow shall men preach, except they 

be sentT"8 

3oharles Gore, The Church and the M1n1str7 (London• 
Longmau, Green am Och, iOiS) ,lh lff1', oltlng 1 Cor. 9111 
15:8; Gal. 1:1. 

4John 14:28J l8113J 20122. 
5Ma.tthew lOslJ 28:18-19. 

6x111en, .!!I!• olt., .p. 20'1, citing John 20a26J 21:lJ 
Aota 113J 1 Cor. 9U. 

'oore, ,mi. ~ •• p. 214. 
8 
Ibid. -
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Por this reason, the m1aa1on of the apoatlea 1a f'ound 

1n great evidence in the Gospels. In :!B.tthn 28:18f'f'., 

eleven disciples are expressly mentioned as rece1v1ng the 

co'Dlll1ssion to make disciples of all the nat1ona. Aga.ln alao 

in St. r:ark, the spoo1tic number is given. 9 st. John speaks 

of t he mission as given to "the d1sc1ples. 0 Thia 1a the 

term which commonly refers to the twelve in his Goape1.10 

With the mission of the Apostle ls also authority. our 

Lord bestowed two types of authority on the Church. As 1a 

s ta t ad in Ua tthew 18:15•18, Me prom!.aes author1. ty to the 

Chu'I'ch e.s the Churoh. Jl e also extends authority to the 

Apostle~ as the adm1n1strat1ve ott1oera of the Church aa He 

promised to St. Peter 1n r.11.·tthew 16118-19.11 Not only ia 

there authority to bind and to loose, but also the authority 

of pastoral care, govern1:ne;1 and feeding was involved in the 

apostolic oommission.12 In v1.ew of' the conferring of' this 

authority and oomn1aa1on, 

With them alone He celebrates the Last Supper and bl,. 
stitutes the memorial of Bia death, wh1oh He oomnita 
to them to be perpetuated in the Churob,; to them He 
addresses the last d1aooursea, wh1ah are oaloulated to 
prepare them 1n obaracter and 1ntell1genae for the 
w1thdl'&Tlal of Hla v1a1ble presence and the aubsti tutlon 
for it of that new and higher md,e of' 1mrard preaenae 
by His Spirit, wbioh He should gtve to Bia Church when 

9Ib1d., P• 209, oiting llattbew 881l6J ?lark 18:14•15. 

100o:re., SI!• alt., P• 210. -
llibid., P• 2rn. 

12 
211, o1 ting John 2111&-lV • Ib14 • ., P• -
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He was glorified. In all this Christ was dealing with 
th8P1 no lass as apostles than as repres entative diaol­
ples.13 

So, i'rom the very beginning the diao1ples appear as a body 

a mon..~st whom eleven or, wit~ l.Tatthias, twelve are held to 

possess a ministerial orf1oe and cormn1ssion direct from 

Christ.14 

With such a (!X'eat oommission and authority, it follons 

t hat the qual1:f"ioations must have been exacting. As men­

t ioned 1n l Corinthians 4:2, ttit is required of' stewards that 

they be f ound trustworthy"' (Revised Standard Version}. The 

pr11uary .requirement of the niin1stcy of" the apostle 1s faith­

fulnes s t o Chr1st.15 Moreover, the office of' the apostle re­

qu i red. end involved an absolute subordination and at the same 

tir.1e a lo.fty authority. On the one hand, the apostle was the 

slave 0£ Jesus Christ. As he had no personal arbitrary lord• 

ship over the f"a1th of the clisc1ples, so he oould proclaim 

nothing of' his own; it was beyond his power to alter the tra­

dition which nsde up his mesaage. 16 In the language of the 

Nev, Testament the apostle ,,as personally a /o.?J~ , as in 

Romans 1:1. Off'1c1ally he was an Jrr~lr'!,5 as in 1 Cor1n:thi• 

ans 4:1, or a la/1<o1qs as 1n 1 Corinthians 3:6; 2 Corinthians 

3:6; 4:1. l'7 

1300.r e, .22. o1t., - P• 208. 

14Ib1d., P• 234. -15 216, f'ootnote 2. Ibid., P• -16 
Gore, .22• .!ll•, P• 215. 

l'1Ib1d., footnote 2. -
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Other passages supporting the three-fold ministry aan be 

round in t he letters to the SIIIJ'l'D&l'lS and to the Philadelphl­

ans.31 

In the third obapt.er o f the Epistle to the Tralliana. 

I gnatius asaerts that without this ministry no oburoh has a 

right to t he 11ame. 32 

Oampenhe.usen sumo up the idea of the ministry ln 

I gnati us ~1th this passage: 

Den e1nen Bischof umg1bt ala seine 111Ratsveraanalung" 
der ge1atl1ohe Kranz des Preabyter1wna--~1eaer unper­
soenl1ohe Ausdruok trltt jetzt meiat an die Stelle der 
aelteren lfennung von " Preab7tel'11"--und untar be1den 
s tehen die Diener •der Kirohe Oottea .• die Diakonen.33 

The Letter of OlemGnt to the Oorinthlana 

This letter belongs to the period shortly after that of 

t he letters of Ignatius. It was written by a Clement of 

Rome on tho oooaslon of the rebellion of some of the people 

of the Churoh of Corinth• whioh resulted 1n the deposition 

of some of the preab7tera.34 

The material 1D the letter of Clement to the Corlnthf.ana 

oo:r.cerns itself mainly with the author.I. t7 of the mlnlatr7 aa 

3loore • .22• alt., PP• 2'11-2,2. oltlng Ignatius. 'l'o the 
SfDJ'l'D&n&, VIIr-'IJt~ the Phlladelphlana• III•IV'• 

32oore • .22• .!!!•• P• 2'11J L1Dllla7• .22.• .!ll•• P• 191. 

33sana P1aoher wn Oampenbauaen., Klrah11ohe Amt un4 
Gelatllohe V.ollmaoht ln den eraten dre! Yaiir.iiuiiieiilin­
(iJfuebliigen1 3. o. 8. 'J.an=. 10&S) • p-;-'1'(J6• oitlng finatlu•• 
To the llagneslana • XIII• 

34aore • .22• .!!ll•, P• sea. 
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is seen in the following quotations f"rom the letter: 

The Apost1es were sent to ua with the Gospel f'rom the 
Lord Jesus Obrist. Jesus, the Christ was sent forth 
from God. Christ, then, 1s from God and the Apostles 
from ChristJ it took place in both oases in due order 
by the \'7111 o.f God. 'l'hey then having received command• 
ments, and having been fully assured through the resur­
rection of the Lord Jesus Obrist and oontirmed in the 
word of God, vii th full assurance of the Holy Spirit, 
,.,ent f'orth preaching tho Gospel that the Kingdom of' God 
v1aa a bout to come. Preaching then in oountr,' and town 
thay appointed their first fruits, when they had tested 
t hem in the Spirit, for bishops and deacons of those 
·1ho wero about to become believers. And thia was no 
new t hing, for of old it had been written about bishops 
a nd deacons. For thus says the Scripture: 0 I will 
appoint their bishops in righteousness and their dea­
co11s 1n faith'• (Isaiah, 60:1'7) .35 

Provi sion for the succession of the ministry bad been made 

by t he Apostles. Men \7ere to be appointed to the ministry 

~ith the assent of the Church which they were to serve. 

This is the sense of Clement 1n this passage: 

The Apostles foreknew that there would be contention 
over tlle title of bishop. 'l'hey, theref'ore. made provi­
sion for approved men to auooeed to the ministry of' 
those fallen asleep. Thoae who were appointed by the 
i\pos tlea or other d1a tiDSQlahed men of' the ohuroh w1 th 
the consent of the v1bole cburoh and who have exeroilld 
t heir ministry blameleaal7 ought not to be deposed. 

The ministry represented the authority of' governmant and so 

claimed obedience, as Clement stated in this passage: 

Let us .tear the Lord Jesus whose blood was given f'or 
us; let us reverence our ru.lera. let us honor our 
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presbyters, let ua instruct our J'OUng :nen in the leaaon 
of the dear or God• let us bring back our women to the 
standard oi" good behaviour.:¥! 

In Clement, there is an oi"ficial or ottio1ala who are men­

tioned separately .from the presbyters. A passage in chapter 

( / 
Besides n o,y,,,e~' 

;, . 
ruler 1n Clement. J::.trc. .. ,\c•,,~ 

seems to sign!.f'y a 

1a still another term applied 

to the officials oi" the ohuroh.39 Lindsay asserts that the 
, I 

term ~,rt::JK0 lf1 1s always applied to the offioa.40 

The Data Found in Pol70arp and the Shepherd of Berna■ 

In the !.~rt:,r1um oi" Polyaarp. he is termed a bishop of 

an apostolic and prophetic nature.41 Polyoarp also lists 

qua11r1cations tor deacons. They were not to be devilish. 

double-tongued, and lovers of money. but ware to be disci­

plined and compassionate aooording to the truth of the Lord. 42 

3-rtGore. SE• 

38Ib1d. • P• 
thians• ,XX. 

oit •• P• 290. -
284, citing Clement, Letter to the Oorin-

39 Lindsay. 21!.• .2!1i.•• P• 160. 
40Ib1d •• p. 160• footnote 4. 

41aore, 22• .!.ll•, p. 298, footnote 3• o1 ting Pol7aarp. 
rar'tJ'l'lum. v. 

42oore, .22• ~•• P• 29'7, o1tlng Polyoarp, Llart.,.r1um, v. 
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There is ver:, little 1n the Shepherd of Hennas. 'lbe 

date 1s disputed. The mention ln the Uurator1an Fragment 

dates the Sh epherd at about 140 A.D. However. the situation 

of the ministry accords more with the time or the Clement. 

who l s mentioned in the Shepherd.43 In the Shepherd• there 
/ 

is d1st1not1on made between the ,P,0?ffO"J-'8✓°.!:5 and the 
A f' / 

dook., a-1 1o.-T4tc, among the off1c1als of the Church. 44 

43oore, .21!.• cl t. , p. 300, ol ting Shephel'd of Hermas, 
Vision II. -

44aore. ~• clt., P• 301, footnote 4, citing Shepherd 
of Hermas, Viilonii"'"!II, :ct. 



CHAPTER :r;v 

COROWSIOU 

In v1E>\"I of the ma terlal of the New Testament and the 

Apostolic Fathers. three theories have been f'ormlated for 

the development of' the episcopal s7stem whioh abaraoterized 

the organization of the Churoh in the follO'lflng oenturleat 

a. According to ona theory, there were orlglm.117 col­
leges of' equal presbyter-bishops in eaoh ohuroh. 
Later, the po\1era of' ordination and episcopal runo­
t lons devolved upon one man. Be beoame the bishop 
uhile the others oont1nued with reduced authority. 

b. A seoond theory asaerta that the bishop was hidden 
in the proabytora te and tb.a t long after the biahopa 
were distinct from the presbyters. this term oould 
be applied to both. '1'he oon:ruaion of' terms and 
the 1nterohangeable use of' both oould well be used 
1n support of' this theo17.l 

o. A third theory has apoatol1o men, carrying on an 
itL--ierant ministry, eventuall7 settling dOlm and 
joining the presbyteries of' tbe local ohurah, 
thereby becoming the bishops of' those cJmrahea. 
The oases of' Polyoarp and Ignatius. both clalmlng 
prophetic gifts, and the provisions for thla 1n the 
Didacho le.Dd aup,PQrt to this theory.a 

Although the material in this atud7 may seem to have 

little of' signifioanoe ln lt. there are aome slgnif'loant 

points to be observeds 

L 

a. There 1s geat freedom 1n the uae o'f' terms., both 

P• 14. 

P• 21J Cbarlea Gore, The Oh\lrah and the Kinla­
Longma.na, Green and c~ iOiSj , Pi;:' 'B-SoS. 
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~n the New Testament and 1n the Apostolic Pathers.3 

b. Prov1s·1on was made to prevent the intrusion of un­
worthy people into off1aa. Either the oandidatea 
had to submit to the presbytery .tor ordination or 
tho anpolntment was made from above with the con­
sent of the whole Ohuroh.4 

Scripture rarely speaks of an offioe as a status in lt• 

sel!' but rather emphasizes the .tunot1on and the qua11f1oa­

tions necessary for the fulfillment or that .tunotion.5 

The Apostolic Fathers reflect the flexible use of terms 

o~ the Scripture. 6 Ignatius clearly speaks of a three-fold 

ministry with a bishop as distinct from the presbyters. This 

is also possible 1n Clement and the Shepherd of He:rmaa.'7 

3su,:era, PP• 14, 2'7, 28. 

'1suEra, PP• 16, 26. 

5su.12ra, PP• s, '1, 16. 
6 §!l;era, P• 2'7. 

r,SuJZra, PP• 23-25. 
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