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New Analytical Indexed Bible. Authorized Version, with more aec-
curate renderings of the A. R. V. (American Revised Version) placed
in brackets in the text. A system of helps comprising textual re-
vision, analysis of the entire Bible, treatment of outstanding facts
of cach book, 42 charts, contemporancous history, a specially ar-
ranged harmony of the gospels, a condensed dictionary of the Bible,
and many other features of exceptional character and merit to facili-
tate the study and better understanding of the Scriptures. Johm
A. Dickson Publishing Co., Chicago. Buxton-Westerman Co., Ex-
clusive Distributors, 21 W. Elm St., Chicago, Ill. 53 X85 X1%.
Printed on Warren’s fine India paper. Price, $7.75 (and up, ac-
cording to the binding).

To give our readers an idea of the nature of this Bible, we might
mention, in addition to the features named on the title-page, which is
transcribed above, that in the beginning of the volume we find a discus-
sion of the division of the Bible by the Hebrews, of the canon of the
Seriptures, and of the history of the text, followed by a history of the
versions, especially the English. A long chapter on the inspiration of
the Scriptures is inserted in this connection. Then there follows a chap-
ter on the progress of doctrine, intended to show how some of the great
teachings of the Bible, especially that on the Messinh, were gradually set
forth with greater fulness. The condensed dictionary of the Bible, re-
ferred to on the title-page, is called “Index and Digest” and covers 200
pages. Each book of the Seriptures is preceded by a page of introductory
remarks and o chart giving a bird’s-eye view of the contents. At the con-
clusion of cach book we find an outline and a chapter giving the out-
standing facts of the book and another one pointing to the contempora-
neous history and, finally, in the Old Testament, a section embodying New
Testament references. In the last part of the volume we find, besides
other matters, information on the Jewish calendar, on weights and mea-
sures, the Herodian family, and a section entitled “Topical Study of the
Bible.,” A concordance and a Bible atlas form the conclusion.

In stating our opinion of this new Bible, we can say that it contains
some highly commendable features. The binding, the paper, the enumera-
tion of parallel passages, not in the margin, but below each verse (as in
our German Bible), the brief analyses, and the wealth of historical ma-
terial given in the helps are matters which elicit our approval. With
respect. to some points we have our doubts. Is it really wise to insert
such o great amount of these helps between the various books of the
Scriptures, in the sacred text itsclf? Would it not be better to present
this material cither before or after the Scriptures proper? Is not the
attention of the reader deflected too much by this extraneous, human
reading-matter? Furthermore, in point of scholarship the volume does
not rank as high as one has a right to expect. For instance, concerning
the Syrian, or Peshito, Version of the Scriptures, we are told on page 4:
“This was made at Edessa in Mesopotamia, at the close of the first cen-
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tury A.D. It is the most ancient copy of the Holy Bible” We wonder
how the editor would prove that the Peshito arose at Edessa at the close
of the first century A.D. Again, why does he say it is the most ancient
copy of the Holy Bible? Is he speaking of a specinl manuscript? That
is what the words imply. But all scholars know that the Peshito is not
& copy, or manuscript, but a version, and that the oldest extant manu-
scripts of it date from about the fifth century A.D. If he is referring
to the Sinaitic manuseript of the ancient Syrine Version or to the Cure-
tonian, he should have said so. The statement (p.4) that the Vulgate
“was condemned as inaccurate” by the Council of Trent is highly mis-
leading. Again, is it really gencrally believed that the so-called Epistle
of Barnabas was written by the famous coworker of St.Paul mentioned
in the Book of Acts? (Cf. p.6.) The statement (p. 52) that the cherubim
are not angels we cannot endorse. More serious than such things are
a few doctrinal errors. In the paragraph on Baptism in the Bible dic-
tionary we fail to find the presentation of the Scripture doctrine of this
Sacrament. What is taught reflects the Reformed view. The statement
reads: “Baptism symbolizes regeneration and is the public profession of
faith and discipleship. It signifies o confession of faith, a cleansing of
the soul from sin, a death to sin, and a new life to righteousness.” In
the paragraph on the Lord’s Supper the real presence is not taught. We
are told: “The believer, in partaking of this Sacrament, enters into fel-
lowship with his suffering Savior and Master.” This again is Reformed
teaching, which denies that Christ’'s body and blood are partaken of in
the Lord’s Supper by all communicants, those that are worthy and those
that are unworthy. Other inaccurate or erroncous statements could be
pointed to. On the other hand, the definitions of justification” and re-
generation are excellent, though that of regemeration should have men-
tioned Baptism. Now and then a misprint or a fault of style jars the
reader. Exclusive of the atlas the book comprises 1,030 pages.
W. ARNDT.

Through the Bible in a Year. By Amos R. Wells. W.A. Wilde Com-
pany, Boston. 128 pages, 414 X03%;. Price, $1.00.

Bible Sayings. By Amos R.Wells. W.A.Wilde Company, Boston, 126
pages, 6X7%. Price, §1.00.

Through the Bible in a Year shows how the reading of the entire Bible
may be finished within one year, apportioning certain chapters to each day
and giving suggestions for meditation and for further study. In order to
acquaint the reader with the nature of the work, we submit a few samples
of these meditations and suggestions. The readings for the eighth week
are Num. 20 to Deut. 2.

“For MEDITATION AS YoU READ.

“February 19. A life for a look! How am I looking to Jesus?

“February 20. Am I using to the full for Christ my power of speech?

“February 21. Moses’ sin kept him from the Promised Land. Is any
sin of mine keeping me from such joy?
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“For FurTHER StUDY IF YoU HAVE TIME.
“February 10. Look up the references in the New Testament to the
brazen serpent and the water of Meribah.

“February 20. Find the interesting references to Balaam in the rest
of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments.

“February 21. Study the thought of atonement in chapters 28 and 29.

“February 24. Go through the entire book, marking the passages which
have chiefly impressed you as worthy to be remembered. You might use
red ink to mark those passages that point forward to Christ.”

The isagogical remarks are not always reliable, as when Ecclesiastes
is dated after the exile and the statement is made that certain facts “would
seem to prove that Daniel was an actual historical personage.” Pastors
may use it as a guide for similar work, while we would hardly recom-
mend it to our laymen. ‘

The Bible Sayings are less satisfactory. While the book claims that
“it does include probably all that one is likely to meet in ordinary ref-
erences in reading or speech,” some of the most important Seripture-
passages are lacking. Why should, e.g., Is. 60,22 be listed and Rom. 3,
24. 25. 28; 10, 17; Matt.7, 15 be missing? Why should Is. 58, 13. 14 not
at once be followed by Rom. 14,5.6 or Col.2,16. 172 T. LAETSCH.

Der Kirdjengedbanfe Johann Gerhinrdd und feiner Jeit. Von Friedrid
Sdente, Lic. theol. Drud und Verlag bon G, Verteldmann in Giiterss
Toh. 1931. 112 Seiten. Preis: M. 4.20.

And) auferhald der Miffourijhnobe werben die alten Dogmatiler nody ge=
Iefen, und biefe auf griinblidjer Wrbeit beruhende dogmengefdyidhilide Stubie
mag manden auch) unter uns veranlaffen, dbad unterbrodyene Studium der ali=
lutherijchen Doqmatiler wieder aufzunchmen. Sie lann uné dabei aud) toerts
bolle Dienfte Teiften, wenn aud) die Frage nad) der Geftaltung ber Kirdye, bic
ben Ointergrund biefer Schrift bildet, unter uns nidht jtrittig ijt. Iun bier
Rapiteln (1. Das Schidjal de8 RKirdengedanfens in dber nadyreformatorijden
Theologic, 2. Der Rivdjengedanle Johann Gerhards, 3. Grundfife der Tird)lidhen
RechtZordnung nach Johann Gerhard, 4. Die beginnende Jerjefung des Kirdyens=
gebanfens in ber Hodjorthoborie) twird die Qehre von der Kirdje nad) ber Dar-
ftellung bder friiberen Dogmatiler (Meland)thon, Chemnil ujw.), jodbann Gerhards,
bann {pdterer Togmatifer (Calod, fdnig, Duenftedt, BVaier) fowie die lirdjen=
tedytlichen Theorien J. B. Carpjobs und anberer dbargelegt. G5 ioicd gezeigt, ie
Gerbards Dacftellung der Scdriftlehre (unfiditbare Kirdye, fihtbare Kirdye) cine
»Doppelte Frontjtellung des Iutherijdien Kicdjengebanfens gegeniiber dem Iatho-
lifden Unftaltsgcdanien und dem Seltenideal” bilbet. ,Der fatholifdhen Theos
Iogic gegeniiber, die cinfad) ihre dufere Kirchenorganifation mit der Kivdye itbers
Baupt ibentifijiert, hebt Gerhard bad Moment Hervor, baf nur edite unbd wahre
Erneurung wicilid)y Gliedjdaft am Leibe Chrifti verbiirgt. Hier ift e8 fein Jn=
tecefie, ber Berduperlidung bed Kivdengebanlensd entgegenzntreten, die fid)
aug dbem reinen UnftaltEdiarvafter der latholijden RKirde ergab. Den Selten
gegeniiber betont Gerhard, baf e8 unmiglid) ift, die fittlid) Guten und iwahrhaft
Frommen auSjujondern und fiic fidh jufommensufaffen su Heiligen Gemeinben,
bie bann die RKirde bilden follen.r (S.37.) Uud) die mifgliidte Theorie bon
den drei Stinbden, wie fie die Dogmatifer Hatten, fommt jur Darftellung. »E3
find nad) Gerhard Ordbuungen in ber Kivde. Die Stiinbe haben ihren Standort
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in ber Rirdhe felbft; fie find in fic Hineingeftiftet, in ecclesia a Deo institutl,
toie ftindig verfidgert ird.# (S.53.) »Der magistratus ift cin Glied der Kirde.
AIS folhes Hat er aud) beftimmte Redjte in der Kirdje, ,cum sit membrum eccle-
siae, et quidem praecipuum®. ... Jeber Stand muf feinen Unteil an der Ves
tufung der Pfarrer Haben, die driftliche Obrigleit ausd cinem boppelten Rediss
grunbe: al8 Perfon, dbas ift, ald praccipuum membrum ecclesine und bon
Amts wegen, als Hiiter bes gdttlichen Gefehes.” (S. 58 ff.) »ES toird audy geseigt;
dbaf bie Theorie bon den brei Stinden in allen ihren Konfequenzen
Gerhard nidt gufagte. . . . Sdjon diefer einleitende Safy aeigt, baf Gechard. der
ibernahme Dbiefer iura episcopalia in ba8 [utherijthe RKicdjentum mit facken
Bebenlen gegeniiberfteht. Gr fieht in ihnen einen Fremdisrper.r (S. 72.) — Wi
glauben, baf ber Verfaffer die Lehre Gerhards im allgemeinen ridytig bargelegt
bat. Eeine eigene Stellung ijt aber nidht dbie ridtige. Der Safy 3. B.: ,Jeht [bei
ben piteren Dogmatilern] fteht nidht mehr die Kirdye fiber bem cinjelnen als der
Organismus, als defien Glied ber eingelne allein feine Grifteny und Geltung bon
und vor Gott hat* (S. 95) ijt als Tadel vermeint. . 89: ,So {ibernahm Pier
im Cuthertum bdie Schrift die Stelle, die im Tlatholifhen Weltlivdenredit bdas
Papfttum innechatte.” S, 102: ,ABE finis theologiae formalis erfdjeint [bei
Galod und andern] die fruitio Dei. . . . @8 ift hier nidht Iutherifcher Redyt=
fertigungéglaube, fonbern die juleht auf Auguftin juriidgehende Myftif, die ben
Jnhalt diejes Jicles beftimmt Hat.s &, 38: ,Der lefte Grund Ddicfed Jrrivegs,
auf ben die Unterjdheidbung ber unfichtbaren und fidhtbaren RKirche fiihrt, ift dody
bie fdyicfe Formulicrung des Artifels 8 ber Confessio Augustana.” ESecliehlih
ber Safy S. 86: ,Unbererjeits ift die Veririlihung des Intherifdhen Kirdens
gebanfens auferordentlich jdhwer.” Gott Hat und bod) die Veriwicllidhung des
Rirdengedanlend Teidyt gemadyt; er Hat gemau angegeben, was babei au tun ift.
Der Ghrift freut fidh der unfidhtbaren Gemeinjhaft der Heiligen. Er fann freilid
biefje unfidhtbare Gemeinjdhaft nidht fihtbar barftellen. Das fordert barum
Gott aud) nidyt. WAber died fordert Gott, daf die eingelnen Ehrijten, chen weil fie
innerlid) gujammengehdren, aud) dufeclich fich sufommentun, cine fichtbare Ges
meinfdjaft bilden, indem bie Ghriften, die beicinander wohnen, fich um Wort und
Saframent fammeln, eine Colallivdye, cine Ortégemeinde, bilden, aud) ihren Mits
menfdien dag Wort nahebringen, daf fie fo biel ald miglich, je nad)y Gelegenbeit
und Umftinden, sujammen mit ifren Mitdhriften und Sdyroeftergemeinben bas
Werl bed HCEren treiben und daf fie fich in diejem allem bon ber Obrigleit, von
ber toeltlidhen ober bon eciner lirdhlidyen, nichts dreinveden laffen. Das alled ift,
fofern twir Ghriften find, auferordentlicd) feiht zu verwirvlliden.
Th Gngelber.

Der Rimijdie Katholisidmus und dad Guangelium. NReben, gehalten auf
ber Tagung dyriftlider Afademiler, Freudbenftadt 1930, bon Hermann
Wolfgang Bebher=CGreifstvald, Karl Fejer=Titbingen, Emas=
nuel Hic{d=Gdttingen, HDanns Ritdert=Leipyig. 175 Seiten.
Galwer Vereindbud)handlung, Stutigart.

ftber bas Programm, bas bie diriftlichen Atademiler fich bei der vorjdhrigen

Tagung geftellt hatten, beridtet Delan Vidhringer in dem Geleitdwort ju diefem

Bude: ,Der Heute lvieber fo titige Natholiziémus ndtigt alle, die in lebenbigee

Berithrung mit Kirdye und Geiftesleben ftehen, gu cinem tiefer begrilnbeten Ucteil

und ju farer praftifder Stellungnafhme. IWollen iwir ein guted evangelijdes

Gewiffen Haben, fo mup beide8 in einer im Gvangelium tuhenden Grlenninis
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berantert fein. OHier Hilft nur cin {olibe8 Wiffen und ein im Gottedwort ges
bunbene8 Gewviffen.” Hier werben nun die teilweife ertveiterten Meden im Drud
dargeboten. Wuf eine einleitenbe Predigt fiber die piveite Vitte bon Prof. D. Rarf
Teger folgt ein Vortrag bon Prof. D. Hermann Wolfgang Beyer fiber ,Die Rirde
be8 Gobangeliums und bic QoslBjung bes Katholizismusd von ihr*; dann redete
Prof. D. Emanuel Hirfd) fiber bas8 ThHema: ,Der Glaube nad) evangelifdher und
tomifdy=Tatholijdher Unjdauung” und fdlicklih Prof. D. Hanns Rildert fiber
»Tefle und Abendmahie,

G8 ift mandyed QefenSwerte in bem Bitdylein, mand) feine Unter{dheibung,
mand) treffenbes rcteil. Dad Thema bes erften Vortrags ift gut getwdbhit; nidyt
bie Rirdhe ber Neformation, fombern ber Katholizidmus ijt eine .LoSlbfung®,
nimlid) bon ber uralten Kirdhe de8 Gvangeliums; bdie Kirde der Neformation
tvar RNildlehr u ihr; dasd wird in dbem Vorirag ausgefilhrt. Freilih wird man
aud) ba nidyt allem beiftimmen, 3. V. wenn gefagt wicd, YEjus habe ecft almidphlidh
aus Grfahrung gelernt, ,baf bon dem bdielen ausgeftreuten Samen das8 meifte
auf unfrudytbaren Bodben fallen Iniicde” (€. 17); er Hhabe den JInbalt feiner Bors
ftelfung bom meffianijdhen Amt aus der GotteSInechtihaft ded jrociten Jefaias
(fo Bfters) getvonnen (S.19); YEju Grideinung bor ben fiinfhundert BVrilbern
falle mit der Pfingfterfahrung, dic dic Apoftelgefchichte fdhildert, jujammen und
Ionne darum freilich nidht in Galilda gejdhehen fein (S. 28); Paulus Habe fih
im Sturm ber Auseinanderfebung ju gefiahrlidhen Mitteln hinreifen laffen (S. 46).
Der jweite Vortrag bictet eine gute Schilberung der latholijdhen Lehre bon Gnade
und Glauben; aber bon Prof. Hirjd)' Darlegung der cbangelijdhen Lehre bom
Glauben fann nidht viel Gutes gefagt werden; fie enthdlt mandyes, wasd nidht bem
®lauben gemdf ijt. Und bad itbrige gibt leinenm Harem Tom. G5 mutet einen
fthon fonderbar am, dajs feine cingige Schriftftelle al8 BVeleg angefithrt icd; el
witd cinem flar, warum wnidht, wenn man toeiter Tieft: ,Auf wictlidge Ginbeit
im menjd)lidien Sinn Haben oir gu verjidhyten gelernt — fite immer. Theologifdhe
Lehre wird bei uns immer individuell gebrodien und gefirbt bleiben. . . . Was
wic Menjdyen denfend und redend formen, ift niemals die Wahrheit; e8 verbilt
fiy nur jur Wahrheit. &3 ift dba8 Jeugnis bon der Wahrheit oder bad Nedyens
fdaftsgeben diber die Wabhrheit, die fidh uns innerlid) aunfichliest, die unjer Here
3u twerden begehrt unbd babei auch unfere Gedbanfen und Vegriffe in Vetvegung
fet, an ihnen bilbet, fie gu ihrem Werlzeug ju maden tradtet.” Darum Hfdnnen
i nie aus bem, 1was wir lehren und denfen, cin Gefely file anbere madjen, iweil
toic nidt befugt find ju entjdyeiden, two die gdottlide Waheheit darin anfingt und
unjere Siinde aufhort. Darvaus ergibt fidh dbann unfer VWerhiltnis jum Neuen
Feftament. Jeugnis und Lehre der Upoftel toird bem einen Lebenbigen, der allein
bie Waheheit ift, um gebredlichen Werlzeug in menjdlicher Nedbe. Daraus folgt
bie Freifeit ber Chriftenheit, aller Lehre cine anbere Reflepionsgeftalt ju geben,
al8 die Qehre bes Neuen Teftaments hat. Die Einigleit der Chriftenheit mit ben
Upojteln in der Veugung unter die fidh offenbarende lebendige ahrheit Gottes
fann aljo nidht an der iibereinftimmung in cingeinen Worten und Vegriffen ges
mefjen tverben”; jeder ebangelijhe Ghrift Hat bie Pilicht, .felber alle Lehre u
ucteilen, bas Beifit, felber ju priifen, ob fie fidh ihm bewidhet als wahr, alé Jeugnis
bon ®ott und feiner Offenbarung?. Das heifit: Wahrheit und Neued Teftament
find nidht identijch; Gott toird al8 Objelt de8 Glaubens losgeldft bon feinem ges
offenbarten Wort; nur das foll dber Ehrift fiix Walhrheit Halten, was fidh ifm in
feinem Grfohrungsleben als Wahrheit bewdhrt. Damit gibt man bdie objeftive
Gottestoahrheit preis, und bann lann e8 nidt anberd fein, e8 folgt Ungetoifbeit,
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Untlarheit, Vermorrenheit. — Nebenbel gefagt, €8 ift fdhiver begreiffic, rarum
man fid in beutfdyen Kreelfen Hiufig eined fo {hwerfdlligen, {dhwervecftinbliden
©til8 befleibigt in Sadjen, da man dod) geiwih Har verftanden twecden il Eine
Probe: Rur wenn fie tm Glouben ein Exiftenyverhlinis begrilmdet, ift bie
Wahrheit Gottes wicllih erfannt; auper dem ift fie mifverfanden. Begreifen
fann man bdiefe Ausfage nur, wenn man fih Uarmadyt, baf Gottes HErrfein cin
toefentlidhe8 Moment feine8 Geiftfeind ift, die8 fein HGrrfein aber ald ein ben
Begriff Jerjprengendes nur in dem ifn Jum:HErrn:Haben fennengelernt werben
fann. Sein HCrrjein bffnet jeden Augendlid in dem uns erfdloffenen Geiftfein
cinen nod) unecfdhdpften Abgrund des Geiftes, und fein Geiftfein Hat in der uns
crgritndlidyen @etwalt ded8 HErrjeind das eigentlidye Iebendige Geheimnis, Gottes
HGecjein ilber mid) ift aber nicdht im blogen Wiffen davon u verivivilicyen, mweil
id) mid) aus dem Wiffen al8 Wiffen nodh immer in mein iibriges Menfdyfein retten
fann.* Jd lann mic etiwvas babei benlen; ob ¢8 aber baifelbe ijt, was Profeffor
Hicjdy meint, midhte ih nidht gavantieren. Gott jei Danl, jo redet die Schrift
nidt, fo redet Suther nidt, fo rebet aud) unfer Iutherijdhes Velenntnis nidt. —
Peofeffor Rildert zeigt fdhlicklich), warum die Meffe cine jo grofe Nolfe im fatho=
lijhen @ottesdienft fpielt. UAuch Hier ift freilich einjuwenden, daf dbem Gegnes

_ au biel eingerdumt toicd, tenn der Autor fagt, man diicfe den Vorioucf nidt
toicder aufnehmen, den die Meformation gegen dbie bamals nod) nidht nady diejer
Ridtung hin gefidhecte Mefopfertheorie der Scholaftit crhoben Habe, baf ndmlid
ber Bedbeutung des fAreuzestobed Ghrifti durd) die Meffe Abbrud) gejdhebe; dbad
biirfe man Deute nicdht mehr fagen; das Mefopfer wende nur dem cingelnen Gldus
bigen bie Friidhte jener einmaligen Tat Ehrifti zu, die fitr die gange Menfdybeit
getan toucbe. Uber felbft barin licgt, dbafy die Meffe cine Ergdnjung des Opfers
Ghrifti ift. Wenn Profeffor Niidert am Ende bes Vortrags bie Nealprijeny des
Qeibe8 und Vlutes Ghrifti im Heiligen Abendmahl ald unhaltbar preisgibt, fo
geigt et damit feine Stellung in der Lehre vom Salrament.

8 geht aus biefen Sdriften Gervor, daf die chriftlichen Aladbemifer, toenigs
ftens bie, bie hier redend borgefiihrt twerben, jiwvar die Stellung bes Feinbes ers
Tennen, feine BVIdken wohl wahrnehmen, bafs aber beim Angriff gegen den Feind
ibr Pulver feudht ift und twenig Kraft Hat. - Mit jolher Wmmunition toird man
aber nifht biel gegen den Katholizismus auscidhten. Wenn die driftlichen AUla=
bemiler wirllich gegen ben Ratholizismus crfolgreich Front maden und aud
anbern in biefem RKampfe Belfen wollem, jo empfehlen wir ihnen in aller Be=
{deibenbeit, aber audy mit allem Grnft ein griindlides Stubium dber Dogmatit
D. Piepers. Theo. Hoper.

To-morrow’s Lutheran Church. By N. Il Ylvisaker. I'ublication re-
quested by the Lutheran Students’ Association, the Twin City Pas-
toral Conference, and others. 24 pages, 5X73;.

This is an essay which abounds in paradoxes. It is an attempt to
forecast the history of the Lutheran Church, specifically that of America,
chiefly in the light of its past experiences. The presentation is roughly
divided into three parts: “What Are the Past and Present Characteristies
of the Lutheran Church? Present Religious and Ecclesinstical Tendencies

and Dangers. What of the Lutheran Church of To-morrow?” There are

some fine passages in the essay, as when the author states: “It is a rather
strange paradox that the Lutheran Church, where it has succumbed to
liberalizing influences, has either ceased to function or exist as a Christian
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agency altogether.” (P.5.) Again: “Shall we yield to the temptation of
the hour? Shall we join in the wide-spread indifference now prevailing
towards Scriptural truth? Shall the comforts of the flesh, the hedonistic
philosophy of the day, the exaggerations of a false materialism, and the
insecure prosperity of our present circumstances lull our hearts and our
consciences in the face of the dangers and the possible disasters just
ahead?” (P.19.) And again: “Unity and union are not synonymous
terms. Unity is spiritual. Union represents an external desideratum.
Unity in faith is cssentinl. Organic union may in certain circumstances
be desirnble and profitable; but it belongs in the realm of the convenient
rather than of the essential.” (P.20.) But there are sections also to which
we cannot give our assent. It is extremely dangerous, to say the least,
in view of the hopeless synergism of modern religious psychology, even
to quote its definition of faith as “a faculty of the soul”; for faith, as
stated in substance on the next page, is the God-given trust of the sinner
in the vicarious atonement of Christ. And in discussing the American
Lutheran Church of the future, the author speaks approvingly of “a new
strong central group,” which “should take a strong central position against
liberalizing tendencies and loose Lutheran practises on the one side and
against an extremist position on the other side which would have a ten-
dency to so emphasize its position on doctrine and practise, cither intellec-
tually or spiritually, that there may result a real danger of exclusivism
and sectarianism.” (P.21.) If the last part of this sentence is intended
as & warning for the Synodical Conference, it should be stated that this
body is fully aware of both Gal. 5,9 and Rom. 16,17 and is in full accord
with Article VII of the Augustana. (Cp. Report of Synodical Conference
of 1929,) P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Atlantic District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio,
and Other States and Its Antecedents. By Karl Krelzmann,
Sceretary and Archivist of the District. 160 pages, 6X9%. Price,
bound in red cloth, with gold title, $1.00.

It speaks well for the growing appreciation of the early history of our
Church in this country that a number of Districts have issued historical
accounts of men and incidents prominent in the years of their establish-
ment and carly growth. The present monograph is in more than one re-
spect of more general interest to wider circles of our Synod. In the first
place, it is located in that part of our country where the first Lutherans
from the old country made their permanent settlements, and the oldest
Lutheran congregation in America is a member of the District. In the
second place, the District is endeavoring to maintain the high standards
of strict Lutheran confessionalism in a part of the country where the rav-
nges of rationalism wrought havoe in the ranks of the first Lutheran
scttlers. There are other reasons why the history of the Atlantic District
should be interesting to members of our Church, especially to the clergy,
everywhere. It is fortunate that the author is a man who was not only
in the District from the time of its organization, always occupying pas-
torates in the very center of District activities, but that he brought to
the task of writing this history and compiling the historical data the
special sympathy of the trained historian and chronicler. It was no small
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matter, as one sees in reading this book, to bring the obvious wealth of
material into the compass of a book which must not loom too bulky if the
purposes of its publication were to be realized. Some iden of the scope
of the book may be gained from the list of parts into which it has been
divided: Early Lutheranism in the Territory of the Atlantic District; The
Decline of Lutheranism in America; The Coming of “Missouri”; The Mis-
souri Synod in the East; The Atlantic District; Missionary Activities in
the Atlantic District; Institutions in the Atlantic District; Instruments
in the Hand of God. These eight parts are treated in twenty-four chap-
ters, to which are ndded tables: I. Of Pastors in the Territory of the ]
Atlantic District; II. List of Congregations in the Atlantie District; ]
IIL. Conventions of the Atlantic District; IV. Statistics of the Atlantic -
District. And lest we forget, the 150 illustrations of the book give it
a unique interest and value, also for such as have never seen any of the |
men and places described. It is a book which makes one appreciate the r
grace and goodness of God in our work in the East. i
P. E. KRETZMANN. |
]
|
1

|
B
g

Iy ere

The Path of Prayer. By Samuel Chadwick. The Abingdon Press.
133 pages, 5X714. Price, $1.00.

This is a helpful little book, offering some stimulating thoughts and 1
valuable practical suggestions to the discriminating reader. The opening
chapters are rather vague in spots and bear witness to the fact that they
were written under the influence of the Mystics. Occasionally the prop-
erties and functions of faith seem to be attributed to prayer. The cll_llP*-e'
on “Praying for Divine Healing” leaves the carnest inquirer unsatisfied.

E. J. FRIEDRICIL
BOOES RECEIVED.
From the Bible Instituie Colporiage Assn., 8§3—S8}5 N. Wells 8t., Ohi-
cago, Ill.: —

Charge That to My Account, and Other Gospel-Messages. By
H. A. Ironside, Litt. D. 122 pages, 5X7. Price, 75 cts., net.
From the Pentecostal Publishing Company, Louisville, Ky.: —

The Devil’s Diary. By Evangelist Richard W. Lewis, D.D. Second
edition. 111 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.10.
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