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Magic

Belief in maglc was very popular amongst the people of
the day, The rollowing is a description of a witch given in
the Metamorphoses of Apuleius, and even though it may be exe
treme, it is probably not very far from what people thought

Possible in witcheraft.

Verily she is a maglcian, who has pover to rule the

heavens, to bring down the sky, to bear up the earth,;

Lo turn the water into hilla, and the hills into running

vaters, to 1ift up the terrestrial spirits into_the air,

» ¢« o and to lighten the deep darkness of hell,
Because of the prevalence of a bellef in maglc, it is little
wonder that the lMysterles were never alble to ecompletely rid
themselves of the element of maglc in the understanding of
thelr ceremontes, Consequently a mysterious efflcacy was
attached frequeontly to the mere act of partaking in any pars
ticular cultic act, apart from any stress on a right motion
of heart and will within the participant. The sacraments
especially, instead of belng conditioned by the spiritual
recepbivity of the individual, begame virtuous in thelr own
right, thelr efflcacy resting more upon the simple opus

operatum than anything elue.ss

THE POPULARITY OF THE HYSTERY RELIGIONS

The reason for the popularity of the Kystery relligions

S4Luclus Apuleius, The Golden Ass, edited by Harvey
Darton (New York: Hogarth Préss, ne de)s De 49

358. Angus, op. git,, pp« 254 £,
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lles chiefly in this that they anawered the need of the day
and age, These religions satisfled the deaires of the
hearta of many peoples By becoming a member of one of the
lysteries en individual attalned a new stature, and the chaos
and uncertainty of the times round about him vanished in the
acquiring of a knowledge of an evangel vhich was designed to
make a person comfortable in the universe in which he
1ived,5® The masses sought and found salvation in the iyse
tery religlons, which promised sacramental grace here in
this 11fe, as well as a blessed future In the age to come S
In conclusion one might say that it was the responsiveness
to the longing of the human heart on the part of the lys=
teries which gave them such power and permanence over and
above that inspired by the gorgeous and attractive ritual
they set up.%®

S61bid., pe 73
S71bld., pe 228,
58A. Se Geden, )21 citey Pe lo




CHAPTER V

SIMILARITIFS BETWEEN TEE MYSTERY RELIGIONS
AND CHRISTIANITY

Confession

When an individual wished to enter a Hystery cult, he
was first required to undergo examination and various forms
of disciplinary preparation., ™e was foreed to submit to a
cathartic process vhereby the uncleanness of the flesh was
Supposedly removed., In conformity with the esoteric nature
of the lyateries, the prospective member was required to
take an ocath of secrecy concerning the ceremonial transw-
actions of which he was to become a partol

From reports by Juvenal and Apuleius it appears that in
geveral iliysteries the neophytes were required to confess
thelr sins as part of the process of preparation, It was a
kind of confessional having in outline the elements of a pen-
ltential system and an absolutiocn. The priest generally act=
ed as the representative of the deity in exacting the confes=
slon and pronouncing elther forglveness or penance. One
might venture to say that in this area the Kysterles seem to _
have anticipated Catholicism and the eatablishment of a Cone
fesglonal, The system of the Nysterlies was less rigid, it is

1
Ses Angus, The lystery=Relligi and Christianity (New
York: Charles Scribne ':r"s' §on:' Pp. B0 IT, :
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true, but the elements of the penitential system were thore

with the pronise of the absolution for uneasy devoteea-2
Baptisn

It is uncertaln whether the Mysteries belleved in the
oxistence of original sin, but they had a baptismal service
to wash away the sins of the inltiend. These baptismas, or
lustral purifications, were a requisite, and were performed
according to rites which were carefully prenoribed.3 Por-
phyry is sald to have reported that the initlate into the
rites of Mithra underwent a baptism that was by total ime
rersion, and which was sald to expiate the sins of the person
8o baptized,.4 Mithralam, whloch was prominent in this use of
lustral purifications, approached very closely to the usage
of baptism in the Chrlstian church.,® Tertullian 1s quoted
&8 seylng with respect to this usage of baptism in the lya=

tery religions,

In certain lysteries, e.g. of Isls and Mithra, 1t is
by Baptism (per lavacrum) that members are initiated
e ¢ o In the Appolinarian and the Fleusinian rites they

are baptized, and they imagine that the result of this
baptism is regeneration and the remission of the

2Tpid,
%Tbid., pe 8l.

4p, Legge, Forerunners and Rivals of Christianity
(Cambridge: CambFldge Unlversity Press, 1915)s De !Ed.

Sppanz Cumonti, Die iilysterlen des liithra, autorisierte
deutsche Auagabe wvon or%ml'ch Ipzig und Berling

Verlag von B, G, Teubner, 1923), ppe 181 f.
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penalitles of their mlns.®
Geden reports that Tertulllan pronounces this verdiect on the
Practices of the liysterles, "they cheat themselves with
springs that yleld no living water."? But the similarity
exlsts, It is to be borne in mind, however, that these
baptismal rites of the Mysterles were not static in ritual
or character so that over a period of time aonsiderable
variations and modifications took phce.a Does this faaot
perhaps indicate the influenge of some outside sourae upon

the NMyatery oults?
Asceticiam

Asceticism was prevalent In the centuries preceding,
end subsequent to, the Christian era. It was not something
entirely strange and foreign to the people of the day., By
gome authorities it is repgarded as an example of the influe
ence of the characteristics of Oriental contemplation on the
Vestern world, The power of the West was gradually succumbe
ing to the spirit of the Fast,® Another aspect of the prac=
tlce of asceticism in the West was that it was partly a re-
volt from the excessea prevalent in the age. It was simply

63s Angus, ope 0ite, Pe 81

7, S, Geden, Kithraism (London: The Macmillan Co.,
1925). Ps 43. :

83, Angus, OPe olte, Pe B2,
gIb’.d.. DPe 216 1,
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the swing of the pendulum from one extreme to the other,
So the initilands of the Mystery oults found satisfaoction in

10

the rigors of the initiation ceremonies.il

The ascetic practices in the lysterles took many forms.
Prior to initlation into the Mysterles of Isls there was ine
Volved a long preparation period which included, besides the
customary sprinklings with conseorated water, an abstinence
from meat,l2 Tnis abstaining from meat, in order that the
initiand might approach to the Knowledge of the religion in
& state in which he was ritually olean and apt, is indlcated
In Apulefus.'® Fasting in general seems to have been an ace
cepted part of p:-epa.:-a.iﬂlrm.l4 Nithralsm was not without its
ascetics 1% rop this reason Cumont says that Christianity
Vas similar to the cult of Hithra in its stress on ascet=
Loism,10 Juvenal 1s quoted as saying of a devotee of Isis

101bid.. Pe. 218,

lrp1d., pe 42.

12Gerhard Uhihorn, Confilet of Christisnity with
feathenism, edited and translated Irom the German
on Egbert Smyth and C. J. He Ropes (New York:

Charles Seribner's Sons, 1912), p. 322.

lsApuletua, The Golden Ass, translated by G. W, Adlinge
ton and revised by S. caselee (London: William Heineman Ltd.,
1928), ppe 575 f4

141p84d., ppe. 595 .

15r.0uts Duchesne, Ear;.x History of the Christlan Church
(Londont John Murray, 1 > L» .

16rranz Cumont, ops oite; pp. 181 ff,
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that,
She will break the ice and desgend into the river in
vinter; thrice a morning she will bathe in the Tiber
and lave her tumid head in its depths. Then, with
bleeding knees, she will creep, naked and sh}}erlng.
over the whole length of the Campus lMartius.
Belonging to the liysterles was costly, often involving a
great amount of privation. There were expensive robes to be
burchased, beautiful statues to be paid for, and extensive
Pilgrimages to be made,18 As an example of the last mention=
ed point Juvenal is mentioned as saying of a devotee,
If the white=robed Io commands, the devotee will go to
the confines of Egypt and will carry back the desired
waters from the igld HMeroe, that she may sprinkle them
in Isist shrine,
And so in the I'ystery cults ascetic practices of all kinds
Were engaged in such as prolonged fasts, absolute continence,
Severe bodily mutilations, painful flagellations, uncomforts=
able pilgrimages to holy places, and contributions to church
funds. That is, many of the forms of asceticism practiced
by saints and mystics of all ages, including those in the

Christian ohurch.ao

Initiation.

Because of the secrecy shrouding much of the ceremony of

175, Angus, op. git., p. 84s
181b1d., pp. 146 £,
19.1_11_1_;9_.: Pe 864

20;_9_;-_@,.. Pe 82,
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the Kysteries, relatively 1ittle is known of the satual ine
itiation rites as they were performed by the various cults.2l
It is known that music and daneing played an important
role, helping to provide an added catharsis.®2 It 1s move
Important to note that the lNysteries were revealed generally
by degrees to the initiates, There exlsted levels of under=
standing and enlightemment,?3 1In the Mysteries of Mithra,
for example, the various degrees of consecration or ine
itiation went under various titles such as crows, ravens,
warriors, and lions, The novices had to go through elghty
disciplines in all in order to progress to the most elevated
¢lass, These dlaoipiines involved fasting, the rack, hor=
rors, flazellations, and many other weird forms of ascetlcism
and torture, All strove to be full warriors of Mithra.24 1t
is interesting that some authorities recognize a similarity
between the above mentioned rites and the ceremonies perform=
ed in Freemasonary today.2° But in connectlon with Christie
anity it is thought by some that the dlstinction between
Clerics, Full-Christians, and Catechumens, which existed in
the church of the early centuries, has 1ts analoxy in the

21Tbid., p. 92.

22 Johannes Quasten, Musik und Gesang (Miinster: Verlag
der Aschenddrfachen. Varl’a’é’iﬁiﬁﬁan'drung" ts 1930), pPpe. 45 ff,

251:0“13 Duchesne, Ope gite, Pe 394,
24Gerhard Uhlhorn, op. gits, Pe 324,
25Louls. Duchesne, ops gites Pe 395.
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Mysteries with thelr distinction of pvertaywpel, mverac,
bpvyror 86 The idea of dogrees existing in the Christian
congregation is borne out by the following quotation of St.
Cyril of Jerusalem in the Fourth Catechetical Lecture, as
mentioned by XKuhn,

These Hysteries (parables) the church communicates to

him who is going out of the class of catechumens. Tor

is 1t customary to reveal them to the heathen; for we do

not tell to any heathen the secret liysteries concerning

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Ghost. INeither do

Ve openly and plainly spealt of them among the cate=

chunens, but only in a covert and secret manner, so

that the faithful who know them may not be injured.27?
According to Kuhn, Hosheim is in accord with the idea, bew
lieving that the Christians adopted in common with the pagans
the plan of dividing the sacred offices. But losheim regard=
ed 1t as being baslcally a division of two classesj one
public to which everyone was freely admitted regardless of
his status of initiation, the other secret from which all the
unprofessed were excluded.28 It is highly diverting to heanr
the view expressed that vhen later on in the hiastory of the
Christian church the distinction between the truth for the
coznoscenti and the simple truth for the multitude was broken
down, then it was that Christianity took a step towards dee-

pravity as well as away from paganism. In other words the

36!(9,:-1 Meussi, K endiuwn der Eirchengeschichte
(Tibingen: Verlag von ?& Ce B, Hohr, s De 70,

2701vin Xuhn, Shadow of the Third Cent (227 Murray
St., Elizabeth 2,'1{'."'.1'.':' Academy rress, Iﬂgs. Pe 125,

aerld.. Pe 131,
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leaving out of a system of high truth for the few was a loss

to the church,.2°
Commmanion

In the ilysteries there was a striving to be at one with
the deity., This involved the idea of & commnlon which could
be attained in many ways. Perhaps the most impressive of

these was the tauroboliumn, or bath in bull'!s bloods A sace

rificial bull was slaughtered on a platform under which the
Initiate was placed, and the blood dripped through to cover
him, ™is head and body and all his garments were saturated
With blood; he turned up his head and held it so that the

blood might trickle upon his lips, ears, eyes and nostrils;
he moistened his tongue with it and sacramentally drank it,
A variation of this was the oriocbolium, or bath in ram's

blood. From these aeremonies came the falth in the initiate
believing that he was purified from sin and born again for
eternity. This purification in some cases was supposed to be
valid over a perlod of twenty years. HNevertheless, it 1s here
in the taurobolium, despite its magical efflcacy, that Angus
¢onsiders one has a ritual which 1s& closest in 1ts approach
to the religion of the oross.3? Indeed one is rather

startled to seec the similarity between the communion sups
posed to be effected with the delty. through the taurobolium,

291!3!.6-. Pe 664
S0s, Angus; ops clt., pPps 94 £
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and the atw~oneness with, and the forgiveness of sins frem,
god which was believed by the church to take place in
Daptism,

Doctrine of Regeneration

The more spiritual and the more mature the lysteries bee-
came, the greater grew the popular demand for some form of
doctrine of re,g;eneratlon.m- One extreme form of thought in
this area concelved of the initiate as belng made gode It
would seem that perhaps Irenacus was influenced by this ldea
bPresent in the Mysteriea when he says that God became man in
order that men mipght be divine.S2 The apotheosis of the in=
dividual in the Nysterles was achleved in a number of ways.
One of these involved a mystic identification with the delty.
The follower was the same person as the gode This is ex=
pressed in the phrase, "I am thou, and thou art I,"33
Another way of achieving divine rebirth was through the pro=
cesa of divine indwelling. The god was supposed to be actu=
ally present in the person, One can perhaps compare this
with the expreasion of Paul "Christ in you", which occurs in
his eplstles in the Bible,°% The heresy of Pelaglanism which
greatly disturbed the Church in the fifth century involved

Sl1p1d,, p. 98e

S2garl Heussl, op. 0it., Pe 67.
%S5, Angus, ops git., Pe 110
34001, 1:27; Oal. 2:20,
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& delstic conception of man's relationship to his Maker and

eonsequently bears some resemblance to the view held in some

of the Mysterics,35

Vorship

The concept of a congregation exlsted in a diluted form
in some of the liystery rellglons. This 1s seen especlally in
Hithraism where » in order to escape persecubtion, they en=
rolled their congremetions as members of legally accepted
funcrary socleties.’® The ocongregations of the liysteries
celebrated services of a public as well as a private nature.sv
Christianity was very similar to the cult of Mithra in using
Sunday as a day of worship which was observed by the latter
as the day of the sun.,®S It seems as though December 25,
whioch was the "natale Solis invicti" for the Hithraltes, was
adopted by the Christian church in thelir liturgical calendar.
I% should be noted, however, that thls date was also a pop=
ular feast day for other confraternities,5?

Little is known of the actual services themselves in the

Eysteries, as most of the worship was behind closed doorse.

S%pen jamin Warfield, Studles in Tertullian and Augustine
(New York: Oxford University Press, » Ds 291,

36Herbert. Worlkman, Persecution in the Farly Church
(Cincinnati: Jennings £na'1mb'a'). Pe S0e

578. Anpus, Opa ott.. Pe 121,
SBpranz Cumont, ope cit., pps 181 f.
39Louls Duchesne, ope Glte, Pe 396.
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But the services apparently usually consisted of hymns, ad=
oraticn, sacrifice, and prayers. There was a morning litany,
8 sprinkling of holy water, an antiphonal chant, and finally
& dismissal, The priest was clothed in white in most cults,
In the cult of Isis, all the worshipers were clothed in
Wwomen's clothing, and in others, all wore valte.,40 A pere
petual fire was the focal point of the liturgy of Hithra
Which consisted of sacrifice, libatlons and pra:rera_.41 In
the Fpyptian cult of Osiria and Isis the church liturgy had
advanced to the stage where Matins and Vespers were held
daily,4®

lusic apparently played an important role in the iys=-
tery religions alding the worshipers in the feeling of belng
at one with the deity,%® The early Christian church had a
heritage of hymns s but apparently because of the simlilar use
of rmgic in the Mysteries, the church waged a heated battle
against the cultlc music of the heathen,%4 In fact the sime
1larity of usapge in some cases was so close that it is re=
corded that during the relgn of the Second Flavian Emperors
and before Constantine made his pact with the Church, one
heard of hymns being sung by the legionaries of the Fmpire

40s, Angus, op. olt., pp. 121 ff,
4l1.0uls Duchesne, gope 0ite, De 393s
42g, Angus, ops glt,, pe 125:.

43 johannes Quasten, ope ait., pp. 51 T,

4411!’.50. pPr. 8l £,



