Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1959

The Mystery Religions and Christianity in the Roman Empire of the
First Three Centuries A. D.

John B. Koch
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_kochj@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Koch, John B., "The Mystery Religions and Christianity in the Roman Empire of the First Three Centuries A.
D." (1959). Bachelor of Divinity. 600.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/600

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.












37
& delstic conception of man's relationship to his Maker and

eonsequently bears some resemblance to the view held in some

of the Mysterics,35

Vorship

The concept of a congregation exlsted in a diluted form
in some of the liystery rellglons. This 1s seen especlally in
Hithraism where » in order to escape persecubtion, they en=
rolled their congremetions as members of legally accepted
funcrary socleties.’® The ocongregations of the liysteries
celebrated services of a public as well as a private nature.sv
Christianity was very similar to the cult of Mithra in using
Sunday as a day of worship which was observed by the latter
as the day of the sun.,®S It seems as though December 25,
whioch was the "natale Solis invicti" for the Hithraltes, was
adopted by the Christian church in thelir liturgical calendar.
I% should be noted, however, that thls date was also a pop=
ular feast day for other confraternities,5?

Little is known of the actual services themselves in the

Eysteries, as most of the worship was behind closed doorse.

S%pen jamin Warfield, Studles in Tertullian and Augustine
(New York: Oxford University Press, » Ds 291,

36Herbert. Worlkman, Persecution in the Farly Church
(Cincinnati: Jennings £na'1mb'a'). Pe S0e

578. Anpus, Opa ott.. Pe 121,
SBpranz Cumont, ope cit., pps 181 f.
39Louls Duchesne, ope Glte, Pe 396.
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But the services apparently usually consisted of hymns, ad=
oraticn, sacrifice, and prayers. There was a morning litany,
8 sprinkling of holy water, an antiphonal chant, and finally
& dismissal, The priest was clothed in white in most cults,
In the cult of Isis, all the worshipers were clothed in
Wwomen's clothing, and in others, all wore valte.,40 A pere
petual fire was the focal point of the liturgy of Hithra
Which consisted of sacrifice, libatlons and pra:rera_.41 In
the Fpyptian cult of Osiria and Isis the church liturgy had
advanced to the stage where Matins and Vespers were held
daily,4®

lusic apparently played an important role in the iys=-
tery religions alding the worshipers in the feeling of belng
at one with the deity,%® The early Christian church had a
heritage of hymns s but apparently because of the simlilar use
of rmgic in the Mysteries, the church waged a heated battle
against the cultlc music of the heathen,%4 In fact the sime
1larity of usapge in some cases was so close that it is re=
corded that during the relgn of the Second Flavian Emperors
and before Constantine made his pact with the Church, one
heard of hymns being sung by the legionaries of the Fmpire

40s, Angus, op. olt., pp. 121 ff,
4l1.0uls Duchesne, gope 0ite, De 393s
42g, Angus, ops glt,, pe 125:.

43 johannes Quasten, ope ait., pp. 51 T,

4411!’.50. pPr. 8l £,



