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C!fAP?ER :C 

EARLY CBRISTWJITY AND TBE UfS'l'BRr cums 

Deflnltlon and Saope or the Problem 

I,iany- emlnent saholara have oonaldered the prob1em o.:f' 

the posalble lntluenae ot the -•tel"J' rellslona on Cbrlatl• 

anlty. The answers glven to the p%'ob•em have va.l'led g1"eat

J.y. The lm.pllcattons that follow hen an exbauatlve atud7 

ot the whole problem are so varled, and many, that ln a pa• 

per of the present cUmenslons lt wou1d be lmpoaalb1e to do 

justloe to an lnveatlaa,tlon ot tihem all. It ls neoeaa&l'Y, 

therefore, that the wrl ter 11.ml t the aoope ot the ln• 

veatlgatlon so that a reasonable attempt aan bo made to 

cover the pertlnent materlal. Consequently the lnveatlga

tlon wlll be concerned wlth the Mystery rellglona only aa 

they appeared ln the RCIDS.n Emplre tran A~stua to Comtan• 

tlne, and the posslble lntluenoe that the■e re1lglon■ bad on 

Chltlstlanlt7 dul"lng thla pertod. 'l'hla detlnltlon ot the 

problem has been ohoaen for '981'loua reaaona. The perlod ln 

the EmplN fl'cm Auguatua to Conatantlne baa been ahoaen for 

oonaldel'atlon because tt •• ln thla tlme that Chrt11tlantt7 

came lnto belns, auttered peraeoutlon• and tlm.111' oame lnto 

~flalal .:f'avam-. Alao lt •• ln the■o three aenturlea, 

bounded appraxlma.tely b1' the relsn■ or .Augutu■ and Con■tan• 

tlne, that the U,aterle■ aame to the helght: or thelr popa• 



a 
laitltr ln the Empire and stood over agalnat Chrl■tJ.anlty as 

a l'elatlve untty-. belng ln plety and tbeoloa not ao veJ!7 

tar removed from s~aae almllal'lty wlth Chl'l•tlanlty.1 

1.Il thx-alam ln part1oular, whlah was slmllar tn gl'owth to 

Chrlstlanlty, rea.ahod lts heS.ght of power ln the thll'd 

centu?7.2 Tbe lnvestlgatlon has been fuz-ther 1lmlted to the 

effect or the l1Ty-sterle• on eariz: ChrlatlanltJ'• 

Thea ls 

The \Vl'tter wlll endeavour to .,how by the pxweaentatlon 

ot pertinent materlal that lt does 1eem pztobable that the 

L!ystery re1lglona dld atteat aertaln areaa ot Chrlstlan 

pmcttce, but that ln the tlnal am].yata there la lnauf'• 

flotent evldenae to pl'ove thla etteot ln &DY' glven area wlth 

any g.reat degree of aertalnty. 

Llmltatlons ln Reaearoh 

Part of the llmltatlon on the aoeiuma7 o1l the ■twlJ' 

llea wlthln the nature ot the orlglnal aOUJ.loea themaelvea, 

Hot only are the ?4yatertes dltf lcmlt to lnve.atlgate baaauae 

0: thelr aeorear.3 but tbs lntol'JD&tlon that la eztant on 

lgazal Reuaat,. xanr.ndlum der ltlraha"eaahlahte 
(Tubtngens Verlas 'VOD • o. a.--zrcm;, 10S , P• ii. 

2serbert Be Workman, Peraeautlon ln the3r1z: Churah 
(Clnclnna.tli Jermlngs ana Hiahim, iOdtt'J; P• • . 

Y01'k121~~11&o;!Cnffl:•1::1Hlsj: ;~ar.i-latlanttz: <••• 
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them fl-an the writers of thelr aae ls blaaed.4 Some of the 

\1l'ltera are openly hostile as one oan see f'ltcm the ~ollowlng 

exoerpt from J'usttn J.tartyia as quoted by Geden. 

And when ln the tradltlon of the Jiilthl'a.lo JD1'&terlea 
they relate that J~lthl'IL was bOl'D of a rook, and name 
t he place uhere hls followers reaelve lnltlatlon a cave, 
do I not know that they are pel'Vertlns the &&J"lng or 
Daniel that "a stone was hewn wlth011t hands, :from a 
g?'eat mountaln, 11 and llkewlse the 11orda of Joaua, all 
tlhose saylngs the7 endeavOUl' to pervert.5 

In contrast to t h ls one tlnda authors ~ho were aympa.thetlo 

to t he Mysteries and ln their apologetlaa showed an attltude 

hoatlle to Chrlstlanlt7. The tollowlng ts generally thought 

to be a desorlptlon of a Chrlstlan woman as Apulelua sees 

her tn one of h is writings. 

tor t here was not one alngle fault laoklng ln her••• 
she was crabbed, oi-uel, cursed, dNnken, obatlnate, 
• • • covetous ln base robbertea, riotous ln flltb.J' 
expenses, an enemy to falth ln ahasttty', a deaplser of 
all t he gods tlhan others dld honour, one that afflrmed 
that she had lnstead of our rellglon an onl.7 god by 
herself ••• she deceived all men, but eapeoially her 
husband, delighting ln drlnklng wlne, yea early ln the 
morntns •••• a 
Besides the baslo dltf'loulty of prejudloed origina1 · .. 

materlal, the writer has llmlted hla uae or aouraea largely 

to those available ln the Pl'ltzlar.t Memorial Llbr&l"J' at 

Concordia semlnal'Y', st. Louts, lilasouial. 

4rbld., P• 41. -5A. s. Gaden, MlthN.lam (London& The i!aomlllan Co., 
1925), P• 40. 

6Apulelua, Tho Golden t••• tmnalatad bJ" o. ''• Adllngton 
and revlsed by S";craae.iee ( oni:lon1 Wllllam Helnanan Ltd • ._ 
1928), p. 423. 



" 
Method of Procedmte 

The general procedure wll:1 be to glve the readeiw an 

overall plotul'e of the flrat three oenturlea of tho Chi-la• 

tlan era, with special referenae to the J4'J'ate17 rellglona and 

their aharaoterlstlcs. Slmllarltlea wlth Cbrlsttanlt,' wlll 

be outlined, as well as demonatl'ablo dltterenaea. ln .oon• 

oluaton a number or vlewa of reputable aoho~a on thla 

subject ulll bo presented, and tho Tll'lter wlll glve hla Ol'ID 

vlew on the baste or the mterlal offered. 



CHAPrER II 

THE GEMERAL Tl!'!NOR OF TJIE AGE FROM AUGUSTUS 'l'O CONS'l'ANTIHE 

Polltlaal and Dnotlonal Um-eat 

All"eady two aenturles bef01'e the blrth of Cbrlat the 

Rcmana had begun to feel th~ effeota that aan he brougbt 

about by corrupt govermnent. It ma.7 be aald that the ap

pea.mnoo or ?;Tarlus and Sulla ln h!.at017 made the nanana 

reallze the suffertns that aan be aauaed through the vlolent 

mlause of personal power. 'l'he ldeal of Raaan law seemed to 

cl'Umble betwe the alaah of peraonal1tlea so that tbe ldeal• 

that had been lnstl'llDlental ln maklng Rme great appeared a■ 

though they had vanlahed, or had been radloallJ' ahanged.1 

It la no v,onder, then, tbat hlatorlana senera.117 agree that 

there was much pesslmlam tn the Hanan world at the aanmenoe• 

ment of the Cb%'latlab eN.• 'l'he event■ of hl■tOJ!'J" were 

looked on as a procea■ of dlalntegN.tlon rather than &n7• 

thlng else.2 'l'he tlmes were oonalderod to be out ot jolnt. 

AU tn all lt was a bewtlderlns age ln whlah venerable •7•• 

tema had aollap1t1ed, auatana and aonventlona had abanged,, and 

polltlaal oonaplraalea had a,rlaen. Conaequent~ the ordlnar;r 

ltualua AJN].eluaw 'l'he Golden A:•f edlted b7 llarvey 
Darton (llew Yak: Hogarth i+e■•• n. • , PP• as ~. 

YOl'k:2~!~,o~nlf:•p:0::1111:;: ;:dsW.latlanltJ: (Bew 
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people of the day wero aeektns a settled state or a19falra, 

as nell as a meaaure ot polltloal pel'Dlanenay.a In the aeo~ 

ond oentuey A.D. dlaastera bepn to beset the Emplre from 

all stdeo. Pl'ogresstve dlalntegratlon loomed large. The 

Golden Age of Augustus had not solved the Pl'Oblcnaa that 

lurked. in the twtltght or the Medlte:ll'1'anean 11orld, but had 

only succeeded tn obscurtna them frcm the eyes ot the publlo. 

The oonftdonoe that the Heman onoe had ln hla own ablllt'J' 

and reason \7a.s severely aha.ken by the trends of the tlme. 

The ploture of the former stouthearted Roman turned lnto 

that or a man afrald ot hla own ahadow.4 

Dut undemcath all thla unrest that ohara.oterlzed the 

ace from AURUstua to Conatantlne, there waa atlll the brlgbt 

ll!ht or hope. ~o llluatrate thla one oan do no better than 

to quote a pa.rt ot the FOU1'th Eclogue ot Vlrgll. 

Mow has come the last ase ot the prophetlo •P.DS ot 
eumae. The great 07ole of the oentu.l'les ls born anew. 
The Vlrgln (Juatloe) returns, and the relgn of satvn 
oomes agaln. And do thou, o chaate Luolna, amlle gr&• 
olouoly upon the blrth ot that boy bJ" whcm the lron 
raoe shall come to an end and the golden race rlao up 5 throughout the worldJ tor now thlne own Apollo la klng. 

Undoubtedly the hope tor a new age expreaaed ln the above 

pa.rasraph 'Das, at the tlme lt ••• wrltten, centered l.n the 

relgn of Augustus, but lts underlylng aentlment was aomnon 

3Ibld • 1 P• 286. 

'1cenneth saott Latourette, A Hlatpt of Chl'latlanltz: 
(New Yorks Harper and Brothen, DBS), P• ff. 

5Frederlak o. Grant, edlt01'1 ADalent Raman Re1lglon 
Orn Yorks The Llbera.l Ana PNaa1 iUBfJ, P• ietS. 
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to the peop1e or the oentvlea under oonaldemtloa. 

The search tor Immortaltty and Salvatloa 

F:rom t he ttme ot Alexander the Great to that ot / 

Constantlnc there was rellgloua and ethlaa1 strlvlng among 

the people of the iedltel'l'&nean wor1d• There waa a aeeklng 

to:r a new vlslon that would put all event■ la thelr ~lght 

perspective. A new knowledge of the dlvlne had to be taund 

that would satlsfy the hearts or men. 6 No longe~ would the 

old local :rellgtoua cults stand the teats of man•s lnareaalng 

wlsdom and lmowledge so that doabt was oa■t on the truth ot 

the sto~los of the gods.? There waa also moral dlsaatlafaa• 

tlon amonG t he people, fo:r they reallzed the aori-aptne■s of 

the ts.mes. '''!ora.oo ln Book Three ot hla Odea la well awal'e -
ot the depravtty ot the perlod when he 88.J'•, 

Full or sln, our age haa tlrat def'lled the narrlage 
bed, our oi'fsp?'tns, and our haneaJ sprS.nglng from auah 
a aouroe, the stream ot dlsaater has overf'lowed both 
people and mtlon.a 

Orr says of the second century, 

It was an age ohamoterlzed by a new sense of' weakness 
and sln, by a longlng tO'I' redemptlon :l"rom these evll•• 
by a yearning tor lmnedlate aonmunlon wlth the delt7, 

6s. Angus, !!I!,• !!ll.•, P• 4e 

'itenneth Saott Iatourette, SI!.• .!!!.•, P• ss~ 
8Pz.ederlak Ge ?Jrant, SJ!.•!!!.•• P• 188. 
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by th~ omvlng for the aaSUl'&noe ot a bleaaod · llfe 
horeaf"ter.9 

In addttton to the knowledge of stn on the part ot the 

people, whtch Fuller regards aa the tndlcatton of the Ort•· 

entaltzatlon or the Western mlnd, people ware further upset 

by the com.non fears or tho ttmes.10 For the ord1DQ1WJ' peop1a 

Ltre wao threatened and made mlserable by tyranny of 
Fate, t he aapiwlce of Fortune, the na.lloe or ublquttoua 
demons, the arushtns welgb.t of Aatrallsm, the dread ot 
tJagic, • • • and the mysteey ot death.ii 

The v,orld belnB 1n auoh an apparently BGr"f!Y state 

caused t he people to seek ways and moe.na by whlch they could 

help themselvea. The emperors too endeavoured to restore 

t ho peace and gl.0!91' that onoe waa ~ome•s. Ausuatua spent 

111Uoh t ·lme and monoy in an attempt to restore :i?eltglon and 

tho soltd!.ty that tt had onoo brought wtth lt.12 The pool' 

demented Caligula waa not to be left out of -the attempt 

etther, but hts reatoratton of rellgton was partlal to 

Oriental lni'l11ence, 'l'he Flavlan Empeitm-a also fa.TOlll'ed the 

eatabltahment of Oiwlental rellglona.13 

In consequence ot the state ot the world as tt has been 

9Jamea Orr, Neltlaoted Faotora ln the sra Gr the Faztly 
Pro~ess ot Chrlsiiianlti7 (London1 bodairan aiigbtion, mo • pp-;-2os t. 

lOAlvln Kuhn, ·Shadow of the Thlrd Cent7. (28'1 l!Ur1"IQ' 
st., Elizabeth 2; N. J.1 Ao.adiiii' Ira■■, 1§ , P• 258. 

11.s.~ ADBUB, !J!.a !!!.•, P• 61e 

19,r. H. Gloveit, The Confllot ot Hellglona (London1 
Methuen and co. Ltd.,,:§la'IJ, PP• 5 1".-

13s. ADSWI, !I.• alt., P• "· 
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deaarlbed, Seneoa•s Jfimae "ad aalutem apeatat" mlght wa11 

be used to clmracte~lze the attltude of the Hanan world at 

the dawn or Chrlstlantt:,. The 0%7 fO'Z' aalvatlon was 1ou.d, 

persistent and unlve-r'sai.14 Coupled wlth the deslre for 

aalvatlon there was also the 7eamlns for lmmortalltJ'. 

nutarah ts recorded as havlng aald that the hope of lmmor

tallty, and the biope or .tuture exlatenoe, la the moat vener

able and mtghtleat or all affeotlona.15 In the aearah fO'J.' 

lrmnortaltty and salvatlon, heip was sought .titan aavloura. 

Augustus hlmsel.t was called "crw'l'ipca.nv 1eo1.,oii -r.a, A.118p~""'" ,;,,."Sn 

(aavlour or tho unlve~sal human raoa). And even Nero was 

addressed as "Mero, god and dellverei, .tor ever.0 16 

The Saai,ah .tor a Pe~aonal Rellglon ,. 

Another lmpoi,tant part ot tho plcture under i,evlew la 

that the age l.n questlon tended to deatl'OJ' lndlvlduallt7. 

fbe alty states of the aenturles be.tO'J.18 had deollned and 

tlnally dlsappeared_; and now ln their place there stood the 

monollthta Rcman Emplre wlth lta ponderous organlzatlon. 

The lndlvldual waa almoat acmpletely swallowed up ln the lm• 

personal maohlne of Ranan gave~ent. 'l'he people beoame 

h'11Dg19y fol' self reapeat and lndlvldual Noognltlon.l., The 

1"1:bld., P• aaa. -15xbld., P• 239• -16:rbtd., P• aa7. 
l!l. - ..,,. . . 

lt'enhe-u,~ soott La1iCNl'ette, SR.• -a1,., P• sa. 
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breaking down of mola.l• natlona.11 and llagulatla b111'1"lera 

ln the Emplre ln no way helped to allevlate the altuatlon, 

but onl.J' helghtened lt.18 One way ln 'Whloh men aousht to 

satn lncllvtduallty f'o:r themselves was tln'augh the fOl'ID&tlon 

or brotherhoods and gullda of a mol'e or leas N1lglaua 

natuJ-e.19 But eapealall:y ln the aooond and thlrd aenturlea 

tho solution to the problem of eelt Napeot waa sought moat 

frequently ln the peraona1 relatlonahlp wlth a dett,..2O The 

Mystery rellglons were ldeall.J' suited to fll1 thla need of 

the day-. 

18s. Angus, .21!.• ~•• P• 38. 
19Ibld., P• 196w 
20p. J. Foakea•Jaokaon, 'l'he Hlato; of the Chrlatlan 

Churoh (Cambridge: J. Hall ana-Ton, 1'§ )';'9p-;-Tel. 



CiiAPl'E.'R III 

MYSTERY RELIGIOHS PROMINENT IN 'l'RE ROUAN WOffLD OP 

THE FIRST THREE CENTURIES 

Cy"bole 

The flrst rellgloua lnvader ot the Ranan world f1-cn the 

Orient was the Anatollab te~l11t," goddeaa Cybele, whoso 

aultua centered orlglnall7 ln tho aouthweatam OOl'll81' of 

Galati.a on the trontler ot Phz7sla. Aoaaapa.nled by her 

frenzied prlesta, the Galll 1 Cybele Naohed Rome ln 904 B.c. 
17hen Eannlbal was atlll tloutlng. the toroea ot Rome ln the 

mountatnoua reglon or Druttlum. Soon after her arrlval, the 

natrons or Rome cal'l'led her blaak•atona fetlah. and enaoonaed 

lt ln the 'Demple ot Vlct017 on the Pi&latlne. She beoame the 

earliest delty or forelgn orlgln to be allowed wtthln the 

atty. In 202 B.o. she 11aa ottlala117 aooepted aa part; of the 

Raman pantheon. But ln tlme, beaauae of the menaae to 

mwallt7 offered by her worahlp• the crult was bannec1.1 

Her cult., as developed ln Rema, lnaluded the ••ahlp of 

Attia, another delt,- trom Aala Mlnor. Together they a,mbo1• 

lzed the male and feJ111le elementa ln nature. One ver•lon ot 

the legend stated that Attla had been untalthrul to C,-bele 

so that she ln revenge had c1rlven hlm mad an&! he had oonae• 

lwa1ter Hyde• Pa!nlam to Cbrlatlan~ ln the Rcman Em• 
P!!:! (Phlladalphlar ti'n varalfif of Penn.a.;-D4s), P• 4e. 
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quently muttlated hlmaolt beneath a plne tree lnto whlah hla 

aplrtt passed. whtle hls blood ohanged to vlolets.9 

Her annual testtva.l 11aa aelebra.ted tn H&Poh• when the 

whole legend ot Attls was rehearsed la a klad ot paaslon• 

play. On t he Idec a bull was aaarltloed and a pl'oaeaalon 

held ln t h streets ln oamnemoratlon ot Cybele•a tlndlng 

Attla. After a \'leek• a lntermlaalon, on the twenty .. aeoond, a 

plne tree ,ms felled and prepared so as to repreaent a corpae 

whtch was t hen oarrled to Cybele•a temple. On the twenty

t htrd the log was burled and (JE'eat _lamentatlon to11cmed; 

camnemoratlve or Attts• death. On the twenly•tourth the 

hlghprtest drew blood frm hls arm. over the altar, while the 

leaser priests tn a !'1•en~led etate flagellated themaelv~a 

and gnahed thetr bodl~a ln .aympat~y with the sorrows or the 

god. On tho twent)'•f'ttth Attl•• tanb va■ found to be empty., 

and then the HllaP.la, a oaiwnlva.1 of llaenae and me~~maktng, 

followed tn hon~ ot the god•• N ·a1U'l'eatlon, that ls11 the 

rebll'th of Sprlng. On the tollowlng dq the teatlval aloaed . . 
wtth Cybele's sllver statue be1~ aarrled la J)l'Oaeaslon, and 

after being a~remonlall7 •shed• lt ,waa taken baak to the 

temple• It la recorded that At Nook _baa •ld that., •the 

d1'IUIII. ot nature•• death and llf'e has nowhe~ round a more 

movtng expresalon la rltua1.•3 

The oult ot Cybele 1'10Ul'lahed ln the Weat f'oze alz aen• 
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tuJ.-les, and de.splto lta revo1tlng pNotloe■ enjayec1 a apealal 

posltlnn ln the Roman Emplre elnae lt •• under polltlaal 

control and was ottlalally aaaepted a■ part or the alvlo oult, 

lta holldays having a pl.aae on the pontltt•s oalenda.4 

Isla 

The rellglous gltt ot Hellenlatla Egypt to Rane waa the 

trlad ot gods sorapia, Iala, and !!arpoaratea. 'lhelr lnter• 

related worahlp was spread rapidly over the Rcman Bllplre 

t hroush the medium ot Egn,tlan aammerae1a The oUl.ts ot the 

two deltles, Isla and Serapls, reached Rane at approxlmatel7 

the same tlme and were often worahlped ln t..~e same prealnata, 

their priests teaching almlla.1' doatrlnea.5 

Isla was the oonaort ot serapta. She waa also the 

alater-wlfe ot Oalris. When the latter•• alaln b7 the 

Powor or darkness, ahe, ln sreat grlef, searched t~ her 

huaband•a bod7 and burled hla aaatterad llmba Where she 

tound them, the aearohlng Q'IDbollzlns the ati-uggle between 

olvlllzatlon and bal'barlam.6 

Iler worahlp %'eaohed S'Yl'&au■e ln Sloll.7 ln the relgn ot 

Ap.thoalea who dled ln 289 B.c., and Pllteoll ln the SOllth or 
Italy by the aloae ot the second aentur,' s.c. The aul.t long 

remained obscure, the Senate valnly t17lns to aheok lta ad• 

'zblda; P• '9e 
5Iblde -
8Ibtd., P• 51. 
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vanae beaause of lts loose morality and emotlona1lam.7 

nut desptte opposltlon, Isla won oonval'ta, and soon 

there were found ahrlnes nherever the Roman al'l!lles wont, . . 
fi'cm Afrboa to Brl ta1n, and fram Spaln to the Blaok sea. I n 

394 A.D., ho,1eve:r, she had her last proaeaslon ln Rmnt , but 

not before she had lntluenoed tho RCl'llan Emplre tor tlve oen• 

turtes.a 

In t he Mysterles themselves, spaolal teatlva1s were 

held 1n November and Uarch. The wlnter teatlva1 vaa a mln• 

gllng of grtef at Oslrla• death and j07 at tlndlng hla boc1y. 

The sprtn3 festtval marked the openlng of the navlptlon 

season. In t he Movember celebratlon at Rcme, a mystlaa1 

dl'BJ!JB. doptcttng the flndlng or Oalrla was enaotod. It plo• 

tu.red Oo1rts• murder, Isla• gl'le~ and wanderlng ln aearah ~ 

the body, the trtumph over the Power of d&1'kneaa, and the re• 

BUl'l'ectton of Oslrla. The mourning of the pi-lasts and the 

lnltlates turned to j07 when Iala succeeded ln her quest, the 

joy bolng ezproasod ln varlous games and banquet■• Isla, aa 

the 11unlvereal wan,.n11 and the nqueen of haavenn attracted 

men as well as women devotees. Sha la the mater do10l'oaa ~ 

Pagantam and ts often llkaned to the Vlrgln Ua17 of Cbrl■~l

antt,-,9 

8tbtd., P• 58• 

9J:btc1., PP• 58 tt. 
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Atugatla 

The flrst Syrtnn delty to reach Greeoe, Italy, and the 

West, was t he fish goddess Ata~ptts ot Hlerapolls. In her 

ault ftsh could not be eaten, except by the prleata. She 

was the goddess or generation and tertlllty, but her prteata 

were eunuchs. '!!el' temples were detlled by aaci-ed proatltu• 

tlon, and adults and children wore sacrltloed upon the al• 

tal'o. The cult oamo to Rane wlth the lntroduatlon of' S~lan 

slaves, i"rom whom lt spread to the masters. It ls poaalble 

that t he goddees Atargatla may have developed fran the Ila.BOD 

or t he P'n tltst1nes. The reason w:tw prleats TJere alone a1~ 

lowed to eat flah ln apeclal m.yatloal meals was that the 

ttah ,:1ere considered to be tho body ot tho goddess herself'. 

The main attraction of the oult lay in lts aatentlf'la 

astrology whloh appealed to the mlnd· of the day.10 

The most popullU' or the lle&l'•F.aatem eulta was t1'.at of 

t!lthra, whtch spread over the West at the beglnnlng of' the 

Chltlstlan era. It reaohed lta zenlth ln the thlrd aentlll"Y', 

and ended tilth 'l'heodoalua• Nl)Zfesalve legl■latlon at the end 

or the tourth. ?!l thralsm orlglaated ln ZOl'O&atrlanl■m, and 

thus had 1 ta roots ln a backsround that was alo■e to that ot 

the R:lndus of India. After the aollapae ot PeNla, same ot 

1°tbld., PP• 55 ff• 
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the priests llvecl in Pontua and Cll.ppa.doola, traa whenoe the 

ault made its way lnto the Roma.n Elnp1N. Its appeal was on 

a hlgher plane than many- ot the other ttysterlea • It la7 ln 

auoh areas au f'raternlty, demoaraay, falth, antlqulty, an 

lmpreaslvo rttual, alerloal organlzatlon, purltloatlon tram 

aln, eth los, the conaept of good and evll as antagonoatlo 

powers, t he idea of a final judpent, and the p?'aniae of a 

hereafter. r.u thra waa usually wol"ahlped ln small cave■, 

where t he 1nltlat1ons uere held. The organlzatlon was llke 

a lodge, bound by tlea or seorecy. The members called each 

other brother s. It ls possible that the prlests evolved 

fl'om t he ldea of t he Magl ot Perslae Thq led the rltual, 

held orr tco f'O:t- ltfe, and were pel'D'lltted to Dllll'1T onl7 onae. 

I n t he theoloQ of I.fl thlia, the dead who have been ln• 

ltlatod ascend to a better exlatenoe. F.arth, alr, flre, and 

water were saared, and the sun• ~eon, and planets were •or• 
shlped. 

Mlthraltea ln various aeremonles underwent baptlsm by 

lmmeralon, and after lnltlatlon, thGJ" partook ot a aaoramen• 

tal moal of bread and water, ocmmemONtlng ~lthN 1a last 

banquet. Thla rlte was to lmpart lnmortallt7. 

Mlthra•s ohlef' f'eatlval oocaelon waa on Deaember the 

twenty•f'lf'th, whlah waa oonaldored to be the blrthdq of' the 

aun. On Sundays the Ulthraltea had a apeola1 ■el'Vloe of' 

prayer• aacrlflce, and the abantlng of a lltany. 'l'heN were 

no women devotees and the appeal ot the ault was malnlJ' to 
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the mllltaey class. Baaauaa of tho abaenoe ot wmen members 

the oult vas more freo .fl'an lnmol'Bll ty than was generall.J' 

the case ln tha .,1ystorles. 

Some of the legends ln LlltbN. spoke of a shepherd oam,

lng to aclol'e the ne\1.bom J:U thr&J of a tlood l'lhlah oovered 

the world and from ohlah only one .famlly auz-vlved tn an arkJ 

of a heaven whtah extstod above J of a sood•wlli. ln man 'l'Jhloh 

was eventually to ovel'aame evll. In the end, ttlthl'a.1 aa 

the medlatol' between thla wol'ld and the next, was to return, 

&waken the dead and judge the wol'ld1 aaalgnlng elther 

lmnol'taltty Ol' annlhllatlon to man.11 

Tho baste plat\ll'e drawn of Mlthra la of a beautl.tul 

Jouns god bestrldlng a bUll, dNnlng baak lt■ head wlth one 

hand, and plunging a knlfe lnto lta throat wlth the other. 

Beneath the bull•a belly la a ,aorplon bltlns oft the 

genitals \"lh lah are to be taken to the moon-goddeaa tor 

fNotttlaatlon. The ploture thwl beomea a IIJlllbol of re• 

goneratlon and rebll'th.12 

1~., PP• 59 tt. 

12-Aenneth saott Iatourette, A Rlstm; of ctn-latlanlb _ 
(Bew Yorks IJarpez- and Brotbera, l'hB), P• Blr. 



CHAPrER IV 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF 'l':iE '1."Y'STER!' RELIGIONS 

Synoretlam 

Ever since the time when Alexander the Great waged hla 

successful campatgns, synoretlsm oxeJ.lted a power.till lnfluonoe 

Which confounded not only the natlonalltJ' of men, but aleo 

the na.tlonaltty of gods~ The Uysteey rollslona were no ex

aeptlon to t he rule of synoretlam and were af'feoted both ln 

doctrine and ln cult by thls tendenay. There was b~ovlna 

from., and mutual lnteractlon among, the rellglons of the 

day.a The strength or m&DJ' ot the !qaterlea lay ln thelr 

arncrettam. It should also be noted that ln this area 181' 

also their weakneas.s The ault or YltbN was ve'l:7' aoaamno• 

dating, for example I and ln no way exaluded any- other re• 

llclon, and thls synoretlatlo, aa well as ealeotla, aplrlt, 

aeoma to have contrlbuted greatly to ltsa extenalon among 

people wh o were rellglously lnallned.4 Thls aynaretlam la 

ahovn ln the »tyaterlaa ln general bJ' theli- approaahlng ln 

ls. Angus. The K7atefo•Rellllon■ and Chl"latlanltJ (Hew 
YOZ'k1 Charles ~affl'nerta ona, i IS)• p';""UIB. 

8lli,!., P• 41. 

3nerbert n. WOl'kman, Peraeoutlon ln the r19ii Chu1'ah 
( Clt!alnnatl I Jennlnga and iiiiiiii, iUbsr, ~ • 

4A. s. Geden, IHfsbl'lllm (Londona The Kaam11lan co., 
1985) 1 P• 7e 
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'ftlWy'lng degrees to the pop11lar aonoept ~ rellglon aa belng 

a def'lnlta Gnosts.5 Other examples or qnoretlam are to be 

seen ln tho identlflaatlon of Isla wlth the analent gods 

Demeter. Al'temls, Aphl'odlte. Athena. ?JemealaJ or Serapla 

wlth Ascleploa. Zeus, and Dlonyaua. In Ulthz'la one flnda an 

lntesi-a,tlon wlth the Ba.bylonlan sun god Sahama.aah.6 

Symbolism 

~uah use of Symbolism was made ln tho 'ldJ'ate17 rellglona. 

Varro, t he Roman hlstorlan, ls •ld to have reported that ln 

the ?:t7ste11les vessels and utenalla were aet out ln worahlp to 

sytnbollze delttes.7 PorphJl"J' ls oradlted vlth sa7lng that ln 

the rltual of Mlthra a bowl pla.J'ed an important pan, belng a 

symbol of a sprlng.8 Also he la to have aald that the 

votaries of Mithra used honey tor many and dlverae purpoaea. 9 

It ls tnteresttng that the dress of ottlalanta, as well aa 

vorah lpers, ln the I.tystertea, played a great pa.rt and aeema 

to have li..ad important symbolla value.10 

5s. Angus; .!:!2• ctt., Pt 54. 

.. 6icarl Heus~l, 'K'fr.Qdlum dar 1Clrohen9.aohlahta 
(Tublngen: Verlag von • t. D.""llohr, 1§81, P• 1§., 

7satnt Auguatlne, 'l'he Clb' .2£ aoa• edlted by Vel'Don Je 
BOU!'ke ( Garden Cl ty, Neir'Tom:l:mase ooka, 1958), P• 136. 

8 
A. s. Gaden, !!I!.• olt., P• 48. 

9IbtcJ. 

lOApulelua1 The Golden~ tNnalatec1 by G• \"le Adllns• 
ton and revlaed bf"'!'. diaeiee.ll,ondon, Wllllam Halneman Ltd., 
1928), P• 581. 
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Redamptlon 

The Mysteey rellglons were dealdedly redemptlve ln 

Character professtng to remove tho eatransemont that exlated 

between man and god. The7 ala.I.med to prooUl'e the f'ol'glve

neaa ot slns and to be ln a posltlon to tumlsh a medlatw 

for t he tntttates. Thls ls aeen moat oleu].J' ln the oult of' 

IUthra ,1h ere l n ttme f.'ilthra hlmsolf' took on the oha1'a.ote1' of' 

an lnte~cessor. s-mnmlng up, rJG.l'dner la quoted as aaytng, 

•It was t he great merlt ot the Mysterles that they eatab• 

llahed and cultivated a conmm.nlon between the human and the 

dlvtne, and t hat they opened ways ln whlohman aould drav 

ne&l'er to ooa. ~11 · 

The tiysterteo were prlmarll.y sacramental dramas app~al.;., 

lng to the emotlona, and produalng pa7ahlo and m.ratla arf'eats 

ln order that the noophyte mlght experlenae the exa.ltatlon of 

a new llf'e. One mtgb.t say that the U,.atel'llea made thell' ap• 

peal through the eyea, ears, and lmaglnatlon, rather than 

through the 1ntelleot. Angus says, 

A Myate17•Rellglon au thua a dlvlne dNJDa whlah pm-• 
trayed bef'ore the wondering qe•s of' the prt vlle ged 
obsenars the sto17 ot the ati-ug6laa, auf'f'erlns,. an~ 
vlotol'Y' or the patron dalty1 the travail of' nature ln 
whloh llte ultlmatel7 trtumpb.a over death, and jOJ' la 
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bwn ot pe.ln.12 

The l'eltg!ous play, then, waa ocmnon ln the !IJ'aterlaa. ThaN 

la a ropreaentatton ot auah a z-ellglous play ti-om the Iala 

OUlt portrayed ln the Mattonal ttuseum at Naples.13 Theae 

dZ'BJnas were o.ften aaccmpanled by muslo,.14 'l'he dmma.tla uae 

ot l'obes and dress oan be seen in the works of Ap11lelua.l6 

Eaahatoloa 

The mysterlea were eaohatologlaal Nllglona belng vltal• 

17 concerned wlth the laauea pertalnlng to llf'e and death. 

They :t-.ad a de:f'tnlte evangel of lite and lmnortalli;y wtth whlah 

to oonf'l'ont the tl\fsteey of the grava.16 Thia was ln aontmat 

to the anolent rellglona or .Raa:e and Greece whloh :bad noth• 

lng bettel' to offel', when aontl"onted by death, than the Nalm 

or the ,1anes or the Valley of the Shadow.1'1 The .tact that 

the Mystel'les nere eaoha.tologlcal ln nature explalna l'lb7 

auob lnsol'lptlona aa "Reborn tor ete2mlt7• and •Be ot good 

aheor" should be f'ound on the tombs ln tbelr aematerlea.18 

12Ibld., P• .59. 

l3J0bannea QUasten, 1.fualk und Oeaang (Jliinaters Verlag 
der A,ahendorttsohen Vel'lags&ua&"ndiuns, 1930), P• 63. 

14zbtd. -15Apu.lelua 1 ,!2•· alt,, Pf 3~9• 
18s.-. Ansua, !I!.• alt., P• ea. 
l'1Ibld• 

18Ibtd., P• 64. 



PeraonalltJ" 

The personal elemont ln the Lf7atel'le1 waa an epoah• 

1111.klng dlsoovery 1n the Roman EmplN, tol' ln the old rell• 

glens of Rooie t here had exlated onl.J' a aorpOl'&te l'eall tJ" and 

'Valldlty.19 Foll0\7lna on the deallne of the natlonal aplrlt 

there was a strlvlng for lndlvlduallty ln the complex m&• 

ohlne or t he Dnplre, and the appeal ot the •Y■tel'le■ la7 

largely in t hel~ offel'lng o1' lndlvldual reoognltlon.20 In 

the Myster ies all t he dlatlnatlona bl'ought about bJ' alaes 

and nat l onali.ty- were obllterated and the WOl'ah'lpel' stood 

there as a nan ln hls 0'7n rlgb.t. Ire stood theN betOl'e the 

delty as an tnalvldual whose poaltlon ~aa not predetermlned 

bJ h s elther being bo~daman en- tree, Hanan ol' Barbarlan.21 

Another aspect ot the personal element ln the r.tyatel'le■ 

laJ ln t h ls that evoeyone found '\Jha.t he sought. A■ Goethe 

la quoted as aay lng, "Eln jedel' sleht was er lm e.ez-zen 

trigt.1122 The aarna.1-mlnded would .tlnd ln the orslaatla 1)110• 

oeaalona and revels an opportunltJ" tor ae-1.tlndulgenaeJ the 

eduaated wo-.ild f'lnd ln the ltJ'eterlea the truth that llQ' dear 

-
19 S, Angus, .22,• olt., P• 85e 

20Ibtd., P• 177. 
2lcai-1 Clemen, Rell5lon■ of the \'/oi-ld, tanalated by A. 

It Dallaa (Londons Oi01"ge d. HiMp and Co. Ltd•• 1981), 
P• a,o. 

ses. Angus, .!2• alt., P• •• 



as 
to thetr heart, no matter what .tom lt mlght takeJ and the 

auperatltloua would flnd tn the oulta the maglaal ,ralue that 

they des lred ln the formulae of the 11 t'Ul'Slea and the 

aacra.~ental elm.~ents of varlous aeremonlea.23 

KnO\'lledse 

In the t h !.rd and fourth aentul'lea a.tter the blrth of 

Christ t here \'las a great thirst tor knowledge or God, and 

the Mysterleo pramt sed anners to thls dealred kn0\7ledge. 

In tact eveey Uyatery rellglon l)l'omlaed to lmpart a searet, 

a enoals, to t hose who beaame lnltlatea. Part o.t the kDOWl• 

eclae v,as faots oonoemlns tho llte of tho delt,. of whloh the 

1ndtv1dual was a devotee, as well as W&J'• and means b'y whlah 

union could be effected wlth the partlaulaP delt,-.24 'lhe 

t{Jatertea also alalmed to be able to glve lnltlatea a ~nowl

aclge of the secrets or all nature, ln lta aanplex phases 

1'rCM before t he blrth ot the lndl vldual to hls passage and 

llre beyond the gl'ave,25 In tact elabOP&te m,tholoa vaa 

often designed .tor the express purpoae ot aatl■t,-lng the 

urge for auperaenaory knowledge pxteaant ln the lnltlatea.88 

23Ibld. 
2"rbld., P• 53. 
25Ibtd •, P• •:·?o• -

Jahn :~A=:~.!0~:·,h:11h1:·:.=D zrct:r::· (~r:::!;:~~-~ 
Mlnneaotas Augabul'g Pllbllahlng House, 1938), P• 66. 
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coamoloa 

The 1;1yste:rtes my alao bo ropl'dod aa aoamla rellglona. 

Just aa man was regarded a.s an lmago of the delt,", the oosmoa 

was consldered an entity that \'laa not llteleaa but soul per• 

111aated. Thore was a. dealded tendenq towal'da a pant.~elatla 

vtew or t h e world. The aosmos was acmethtng to be understood 

and reckoned with in the proaeaa of llvlns. 'l'hla element ln 

the i;ysterlea ts evlnaed by the aompllatlon of elabora.te ooa• 

mogonlos, t he mystlc view or the world, the dootrlne ot N• 

tncarnatlon, t he c:roatlon of theogonlea, the bellet ln aa

tmltam and maslc, and the exlstenoe ot' solar monothelsm.2? 

Ot course not all of the above elements vere acmmon to evel'J' 

M7ateey rellaton, but each posaea■ed at least acne of them. 

SeaNOJ' 

The r-tysteey rellglona wore dlfflault to know beaauae or 
the secrecy w'h.lch shrouded thelr belleta and praatlaea. The 

kn0\7ledge which they professed to poaaeaa •• only to be lm• 

parted to those who had been lnltlated. The meanlng or thelr 

doctrlnes, thetr use of oertatn symbols, thelr ataglng ot dl• 

vlne dNmaa, could be knOT1n only to those llho belonged to 

the oult.28 Apulelus a&7a ln Book XI ot hla litetamm-phoaea ln 

S'1s, An~, .21.• alt., PP• 69 r. 
88:rbtd., P• sa. -
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connectlon wlth the secrets ot the Myaterlea, "dloere al 

dlcere llae?'et, cosnosaere al llaerot aucUN.nS9 'l'be same 

author deso1'"1blng the events just before hla lnltlatlon say■ 

that, "Then was all the laity and protane people oomuanded 

to depart •••• 0 30 Only the lnltlated were a11owed to see 

the secl'"ct rites whlah attended the dedloatlon ot Apu1elua. 

Eostaq 

Thoop.lla.ny was an important part ot the Mysta:rlea, and 

lts occurl'"ence wan sald to be sra.nted to the lnltlatea~ The 

anclent mlnd was predlspoaed to suoh manlteatatlona and 

vlalons, and they ooou:rred f'l'equent:q ln dreams, trances, 

ecstasy, and varlous hnnotlc oondltlona.31 Fl'cm thls lt la 

not dlftlcult to reallze that at tlmea stress on aplrltua1 

eoataoy mn wlld. rt oan be .aald that the premise to the 

lnltlate of entl'li.noe into lntlma.te unlon wlth the deltJ' was 

generally accompllahed thl'OUSh eaataay d same klnd.32 To 

see thla ca:1;Tlod lnto praotloe one need only re~er to the 

appearance of Oalrla to Apuletua wbloh aeema to have 

ooourred ln a klnd ot eoatatlo vlalon.33 

29Apule~ua, 9.2• alt., P• 680. 
30zbtd. 1 P• 579. -
3ls. Angus, .22.• olt., P• 135. 
82zbtd., P• 101. 
83Apulelua, m!.• at t., P• 89&• 
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r.taglc 

Bel.le!' ln magla was ve"/!7 populal- amongst the people of 

the day. The foll.owing ls a deacrlptlon of a wltoh slven ln 

the M'etamorphoses of Apuleius, and even thou(#l lt may be ex• 

tre:ne, tt ts probablJ' not ve17 far from What people thought 

possible ln r.ltchcratt. 

Verily she ts a maglolan, 'ffho baa power to Nle the 
heavens, to brtns down the •k7• to bear up the eanh.• 
tot~ t he ~ater into hllla, and the hllla lnto r11nnlng 
waters, to 11ft up the tel."roatrla1 aplrlta lnto the alr, 
• •. and to ltgbten the deep dal'kne1a or helJ..34 

Because of t he prevalence ot a bellef ln Dlaglo, lt la llttie 

wonder t hat the ?ityaterles were never able to oompletel.1' rld 

themselves or the element of magla ln the underatandlng of 

tbelr aeremonlca. conaequentl.7 a m:ratelfloua ettloaoy was 

attached frequently to the mere aot ot partaklng ln an:, pill'• 

tlcular oultlc act, apart trom •111" atreaa on a rlght motlon 

ot heart and wlll wlthtn the partlalpant. The aaaramenta 

eapeclally, lnatead ot belng condltloned by the aplrltua:J; 

receptlvlty of the lndlvldu&l• beoame vlrtublla ln thel~ own 

rlsht, thelr etrtoaoy reatlng more upon the almple opus 

opera.tum than &DJ'thlng elee,35 

THE POPULARITY OF THB Jz1YSHIU' RELIGIOUS 

'l'he reason ~or the popilarlty ot the Y;rater, rellglona 

34r,u.alua Apulelua1 IJ'he Golden A1•s edltJed bJ' H&l"ley 
Darton (lie• YOX'kt tlopjitli""1'1'i••• D• •, P• 49. 

36s. Ansua,· S• alt .. , PP• 864 ~. 
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llea chlef:cy, ln thla tbat they ana•ered the need of the dq 

and age. These rellglona aatlatled the dealN■ ot the 

hearts or many people. BJ' beoomlng a membel" or one of the 

Myaterlos an lndlvldual attalned a new stature, and the ohao• 

and uncertainty or the tlmoa r0t1nd abau.t hlm vanlahed ln the 

acqulrlng or a kn0\'7ledgo of an evangel vhlah waa dealgned to 

na.ke a person ccmtortable ln the unlverae ln llhloh he 

llved.36 Tho masses sought and .tound aalvatlon ln the UJ'•• 

te17 rellglona, wh.lcb promlaed aacl'&JD8nta1 gN.ae here ln 

thla llte, as well as a blessed .tuture ln the age to aaaa.37 

In oonolualon one might say that lt was the Nsponalveneaa 

to the longing or the human heart on the pal't o.t the L"7a.., 

terlos wh loh gave them such power and pe:maanenae over and 

above that lnsptred by the gOl'geou.a and atti-aotlve r11iua1 

they set up.38 

37Ibld., P• 228. 
38A. s .• Geden, .22.• alt., P• 1• 



CP'.AP.rER V 

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE f.t!'STER! RELIGIOUS 

AND CHRISTIANITY 

Conf'esalon 

When an lndlvldual nlahed to enter a "7ate17 cu1t, he 

uaa ttrst requlred to undergo examlnatlon and vartoua fOl'ma 

of dlsc i pltnaey prepamtlon. !le 1'1aa forced to aubmlt to a 

cathartic process whereby the uncleanness of the flesh was 

supposedly ren1oved. In conf"Ol'llll ty wlth the eaoterlo nature 

or the Mysterles, the proapeatlve member was required to· 

take an oath of secrecy aonaemlns the oeremonlal trans• 

actlons of which he was to become a par1;.1 

From repoi-ts by .Juvenal and Apul.elua lt appears that tn 

several Myate~lea the neophytes were required to oon1'eaa 

thelr stns as part ot the pitooeas of prepara.tlon. It was a 

klnd or oonfesslonal bavlng ln outllne the elements of a pen• 

ltentlal system and an absolutlon. · '!he prleat generally act. 

ed as the repreaentatlve ot the deity ln exaotlns the contea• 

alon and pronouncing elther forglveneas or penance. One 

mtght venture to say that ln tbl1 area the J&yaterlea seem to 

have antlclpa.ted Cathollolm and the eatabllabment ~ a Con• 

teaslonal. The ayatem or the lfJ"1terlea was leas rlgld• lt la 

1s~ Anpa, The ff1:•t•ra-Re1lllcms and Chrlatlanltz: (Hew 
YOl'lc:1 Charles soffl'nerl• ona, t sBJ, pp.' §d ff 9 
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true, but the elemonts of the penltentlal qstem weN thore 

wtth tho prcmtae or the absolutlon tor uneasy devoteea.2 

Baptlam 

It ls unce'X'tatn uhether the Mysterles belleved ln the 

axlatenoe ot orlglnal aln, but they bad a baptlamal ael'Ylae 

to wash away the alns or the lnltland. 'l'heae baptlsma, or 

lustral J)Ul'lflcatlons, were a requlalte, and were pertOl'med 

according to rltes whlch were aaretully preaarlbed.3 Por• 

ph'Y'l7 ls sald to have reported that the lnltlate lnto the 

rttes of :'.ltt hra unde?'flent a baptism that was by total lm

moroton, and wh tch was aald to explate the alns of the person 

ao baptlzea.4 Mlthralsm, \'lhloh was prcmlnent ln thla use of 

luatral purlt lcatlona, approa.ahed T&J!"S' aloaely to the usage 

or baptism 1n the Ohrlatlan churah.s Tartulllan la quoted 

as aaytng ntth reapeat to tbla uaage ot baptlam ln the J,IJ'a• 

tef!"S' l'ellgf.ons, 

In oertaln myaterlea, ••8• of Iala and Mlthfta.1 lt la 
by Baptlam (per lavaarum) that members are lnltlated 
• •• ln the Appollnai-lan and the neualnlan rite■ they 
&l'e baptlzed, and they lmaglne that the reaul.t or thla 
bapttam la i-egenaratlon and the itemlaalon or the 

9Ibld. -3 Ibld., P• 81. -4P. Legge, FOl'e~er■ and Rl•l• ~ Chl'latllanlt7 
( Cambridge I Cambrldge~lveri11'/ Ph■•• ---.t\fiS), P• 186. 

6Pz.anz Cm?lcmt. Dte~sterlen de■ ltltbN., autOl'lalerte 
deutache Auagabe voacle4 . de&lah-n:etpalg und Ber1ln1 
Ve:rlag von n. o .. Teubrier, 1928), pp., 181 r. 
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penaltlea of. thelr alna.6 

Gaden reports that Tertulllan l)l'onaunoea thla vel'dlot cm the 

J>Nlotlaea of the Myaterlea, "they oheat themaelvea wlth 

aprtnss that yteld no llvlng water.•7 But the almllai-lty 

exlats. It ls to be boma ln mlnd1 however, that theae 

baptlama.l rltes of the fqsterlas were not atatla ln rltual 

OP character so tbat over a period ot tlma aonaldara.ble 

vartatlons and modltlaatlons took plaoe.8 Doe■ thla taat 

perhaps tndtcate the lnfluenae ot some outalde aOUl'ae upon 

the ~yste:ry oultaf 

Asaetlalam 

Aaoetlalsm was prevalent ln the oentultlea pNoedlns, 

and aubsequent to; the Ohltlatlan en. It waa not aomethlng 

enttre'ly" stranse and torelsn to the peop~• ot the d..,.. By 

some auth0l'lt1es 1t la regarded as an example ot the lntlu• 

ence of the oharaoterlatloa ot ortental oontemplatlon on the 

Western world. The power ot the Weat was gradually auaaumb• 

lng to the aplrlt ot the Baati.e .bothe~ aapeot ot the praa• 

tloe of aaoetlalam ln the West waa that lt ••• paz-blJ' a re• 

volt tram the exae111ea J)Ntva1ent ln the •B•• It waa almpl.J' 

6s. Ansua, SE.• alt., P• 81 
7A. s. Geden, llith.N.lam (Londmu 'l'he Kaamlllan co., 

1996), P• 43~ · 

8s. Angus, S• alt,, P• ea. 
9zbtd., pp, 2:10 ~. 



31 

the swtnc of tho pendulum f'rcm one extl'em8 to the other.10 

So the lnttlands of the Myate!'J' oulta taund aatlataatlon ln 

the rlgws of the lnttlatlon oaremonlea.11 

The ascetto praottoea ln the Jqaterlea took matQ" fmma. 

Pl-tor to lnltlatton lnto the Uysterlea of Iala there waa ln• 

Volved a long pt9eparatlon perlod whlah lnoluded, bealdea the 

ouatoma.17 sprlnkllng1 wltll oonseoratad water, an abatlnenae 

fran meat.12 Thls abatalnlns from meat, ln Ql'der that the 

lnltland mlght approa.ah to the. Knowledge of tbe rellglon ln 

a state ln whlohhe was rltuallJ' alean and apt, la lndloatad 

ln Apuletus.13 Fastlng ln general aeema to have been an &a• 

oepted part of preparatlon.14 Mlthl'alam was not wlthout lta 

ascetlcs.15 For thls reason CUmont aaya that Chrlatlanlty 

was almllar to the ault of J-.flthl'& ln tta atreaa on aaaet• 

lolam.16 Ju.venal ls quoted as &&J"lns o~ a devotee~ Iala 

10rbtd., P• 218. -11Ibtd~, P• 42. 
12oerhard Uhlhorn, Contllot ~ Chl'latlanljl: wtth ~artr::1c;·F,:g!:;ds::;ght:~•t';~~cia:o:: ;!;y~~ 

Charles Scrlbner•a Sona, 1912), P• ass. 
13Apulelua, The Golden A■a, tnnalated b7 o. \V• Adllng• 

ton and revised hn• diaeiee1l,ondon1 Wllllam Heineman Ltd,, 
1928), PP• 5?5 ~. 

1'1:btd., PP• 593 fe -
lf>Loula Duahe11ne, §}! Jllat;v. ~ the Chrlattan Church 

(London, John~. 1 . • i, 8 • - -

16Fra,ns cumont, a" alt., PP• 181 ~f. 
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that, 

She wlll break the loe and deaaend lnto the 1'1Tel' ln 
wlnter; thrtoe a momlng ahe wlll bathe 1n the Tlber 
and lave her tumld head ln lta deptba. Then, wlth 
bleedlng knees, she wlll oreep, naked and ahiJ•rlns, 
ove11 the \Vhole length ot the campus Jlartlua. 

Belons lng to the r.iysterlea was ooatl7, often lnvolvlng a 

great amount of prlvatlon. 'l'here were expenalve robes to be 

Plll'ahased, beautlful statues to be pald tor, and extenalve 

Pilgrimages to be made.18 A■ an example of' the laat mentlon• 

ed point Juvenal la mentlotied as aa7lng ot a devotee, 

If the whtte•robed Io aamnanda, the devote• wlll go to 
the oonflnes ot Bsn,t and wlll 08.1'17 baok the dealNd 
waters i'rom the cold Mel'oe, that ahe lll&J' aJ)l'lnkle them 
tn !sls 1 shrlne.J.9 

And so ln t he Myatoey oulta asoetilo Pl'&Otloea of all klnda 

Were engaged in such as prolonged taata, absolute contlnenoe, 

severe bodily mutllatlons, palnflul tlagellatlona, unoanf'ol"t• 

able pllgrlmages to hol7 plaooa, anc;1 oontrlbutlona to ohvoh 

tunda. That ls, maD7 ot the foma ot aaoetlolam ,Pl'&Otloed 

b7 saints and m7stloa ot all agea, lnoludlns those ln tbe 

Chrlstlan ohuroh.20 

Int tlatlon. 

Because of the aecreoy am-owUng muah ot the oel'amODJ' of 

1 '1s. Ang11a, . .!R.• olt., P• a,. 
18xbld., PP• 1'6 ~~. -
19:Ibld., P• es. 
an.. -1:bld., P• ea. -
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the !IJ'sto:rlos, :relatlve].J' llttle ls known or tbe aatual: ln• 

ltlatton ~ites ~a they were perfOl'llled by the varlous oulta.21 

It ls ltnoVln that mualo and danalng played an lmportant 

role, helptng to provide an added aathal'ala.ae It la JDO!le 

lmportnnt to note that the Mysteries were revealed generally 

b7 degrees to the lnltlatas. There exlated levels or under• 

standing and enl1ghtemnent.23 In the Uyaterles of Mlthra, 

1'01~ exmnple, the varlous de8'1'eaa of aonsecratlon or ln• 

ltlatton went under varlOWI tltlea auah aa crows, raven■, 

W&l"l'lo:rs, and llons. The novlaea had to go through elghty 

dlaolpltnes in all ln order to progress to the most elevated 

class. These dlsalpllnea involved fastlng, the :ra.ak, hor• 

Pora, flagellatlons, and ma.117 other welrd forms of asaetlalam 

and torture. All strove to be full warrlora or Rlthra.24 It 
ls lnterestlng that sane authorltlea reaognlze a · almllal'lty 

bet~een the above mentloned rltos and the aeremonlea perfOl'm• 

ed 1n Fl'eemasonal'J" today.95 But ln aonneotlon wlth ChJtlatl• 

anlty lt ls thought by sane that the dlatlnatlon between 

Clerlcs, Full•Chrlstlana, and cateahumena, whlah exlated ln 

the oh'Ul'ch of the early aenturtea, has· lta analog ln the 

21Ibld •, P• 92. 
82Johannes Quaaten, Kualk und Geaana (Uiinater1 Varlas 

dor Aachendorf'aahea. VerlagabiohliaadiUDg,~930), PP• 45 ~f. 

23Louls Duoheane, 9.2• alt., P• ao,. 
2.foemard lJhlhorn, !I!.• olt., P• aa,. 
B&toula . Dtlaheane, !I!.• olt., P• 895. 
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MyateJ1les nlth their d1st1not1on of I",,,, T o.r~r 0 '. 

la.,11,..:.., Toe, .2a The idea of degrees ex1stlng la the Chrlatlan 

aon319egatlon ls bome out by the following quotation of st. 

Cy'Jlll or Je:t'Uealem ln the Fourth Cateahetlaal Leoture, as 

mentioned by Kuhn. 

These l!ysteries (parables) the church ccmmualcatea to 
h t n1 who ts going out of' the qlaas ot oatoohumeaa. Nor 
ls tt custmmuwy to reveal them to the heathen; tor we do 
not tell to any heathen the secret ~yaterles oonoemlng 
the Fo.the:r, and the son and the Holy Ghost. trelther do 
ue openly and plalnly speak or them amons the cate
chumens, but only ln a covert and secret manner, ao

27 that the f'altbf'ul who lmow them may not be lnjul'ed. 

According to Kuhn, Moshelm ls ln accord alth the ldea, be• 

llevtne that the Chrlstlans adopted ln common wlth tho pagans 

t he plan of' dlvldlng the sac:rad of'f'laea. But ?ttoahelm resard

ed lt as being baslcally a dlvls1on or two classeaJ one 

publlc to whlch everyone was fl'eal.7 admltted resardleaa of 

hls status of lnltlatlon, the othe~ secret from whlah all the 

unprotessed were exaludad.28 It ls hlgbl.7 dlvertlng to hear 

the vtew expressed that when later on ln the htat017 of the 

Chrlstlan church the dlatlnctlon between the truth for the 

OO{!llosa~ntt and the simple truth ror the multltude was bPoken 

down; then lt ~as that Chl'latlanlty took a step tovarda de• 

Pl'&vl ty as Woll as away .tram papnlam. In other WOl'da the 

86icar1 Eeuaal, K?.9ndlum der K1Pah'¥,eaahlahte 
('l'ublngen1 Verlag von • c. B• ~. DS7, P• 'IS. 

2'1Alvln Kuhn, Shadow ~ ~ Thlrd Centm (S8'1 l4Ul'N.J' 
st., Ellzabeth a, u. 3. 1 Aeaaem;r &eaa, -101~ P• 125, 

281:btd. 1 P• 131. 
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leavtng out or a ayatem. or hlgh truth tor the te• -• a loss 

to the ohUl'ch.29 

Canmunlon 

In t he i4ysterlos thore was a atrlvlng to be at one wlth 

the delt7. Th S.s involved the tdea of a aamnunton whloh aou.ld 

be attained ln many ways. Perhaps the most lmpreaslve ot 

these was t he to.Ul'oboltum, or bath tn bull's blood. A aao• 

rlflolal bull was alau~tered on a plattOl'lll under 'l'lhlah the 

lnltlate was placed, and the blood drlpped thl'ough to cover 

hlm. ~ls head and body and all hls gal'm8nta were aa1Nrated 

Vlth blood; ho tUl'lled up hla head and held lt ao that the 

blood ml[Sht trloklo upon hi.a llps, ears; eyes and noatrllaJ 

he molstened hls tongue wlth lt and aaaramentall.7 drank lt. 

A vartatlon of thls was tho orlobollum, or bath ln l'aJllla 

blood. From these aeremonlea aame the talth ln the lnltlate 

bellevlng that he uas pu-l.tled ti-om aln and bOl'n agt.Ln tor 

etemtty. Thls purltloatlon ln acme case■••• wppoaed to be 

valld over a perlod of twenty 7e&l'a. Hevertheleaa, lt la here 

ln the taurobollum, deaplte lta ma.glaal eftlaao7, tlat Angwa 

oonalders one has a rltual \'lhloh le aloseat ln lta approaah 

to the rellglon ot the aroaa.30 Indeed one la N.ther 

startled to sec the almllarlt,. between tJhe oonmmnlon aup• 

posed to be ef~eated wlth the . delty ,tbrcmdl the taurobollum, 
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and the at-oneness wlth, and the torslveneaa of alna .tran, 

god whloh wa.s ,belleved by the ohUroh to take plaae ln 

Baptlsm. 

Doatl'lne of Resenoratlon 

The more splrltual and the m01'e mature the My,atierlea be• 

came, t he 61'eatel' IJl'GW the populal' demand ttll' aome fOl'III of 

dootrtne of res eneratlon.31 One erireme fOl'lll of thought ln 

thls area oonc,elved or the lnltlate aa belng made god. It 

would seem t hat perhaps Irenaeua was lnf!luenoed by thla ldea 

present ln tho M7stel'lea 'l'lhen he as.ya that God became man ln 

order t~t men mlght be dlvlne.39 The apotheoala of the ln• 

dlvldua.l ln the tysterlea was achleved ln a number ot •&J'•• 
One of these involved a IIIJ'■tlo ldentlflcatlon wlth the delty. 

The follower was the aame peraon aa the god. Thla la ex• 

pressed ln the phrase, "I am thou, an• thou a.rt r.n33 

Another wa.7 of aohlevlng dlvlne Nblrth •• through the Pl'O• 

aeaa or dlvlne lndvelllng. The god waa supposed to be aatu• 

ally l)l'asont ln the person. One can pel'hapa ampare thla 

wlth the expreaalon of Paul ''Chrlat ln 7011", whloh oacui-a ln 

hla eplatlea ln the Blble.34 The heresy of Pelaglanlam whlah 

gz-eatly dlaturbed the Church ln the tltth oent1117 involved 

31Ibld., P• 98e 
39rcarl !!eua■ l, !I!.• .!.!.t•, P• 6'1. 
33s. Angua, SI!.• alt., P• no. 
~4Col. 1:271 CJa.1. StBOe 
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a delatlc aonaeptlon of man•• i-elatlonahlp to hla Maker and 

aonaequently bears acmo resemblance to the vlew held ln sane 

or t he Mysterles.35 

l'lorsblp 

The concept of a aongl'egatlon exlsted ln a dlluted ~orm 
. 

ln sme of t he Myate:r,- rellglons. Thls la seen eapeolall.J' ln 

?:ltth!'alsm whe:rae. ln order to eaoape pera•autlon. they en• 

rolled t heir aongresa,tlon■ as member■ ot legally accepted 

funora.17 sooletlea.36 The congr.egatlone ot the Uyaterles 

celebrated sei-vtces of a publla as nell as a prlvate naturel7 

Chrtsttanlty was veI7 slmllar to the cul.tot Hlthlta ln ualng 

Sunday as a day of worship whloh na observed by the latter 

as the day of' the 111n. 38 It seem• as though December 25, 

Wblah Vias t he "natale Solla 'lnvlotttt for the Mlthl'altes. -.a 
adopted by the Chl'latlan ahul'ch l~ tbelr lltU1'glcal calendar. 

It should be noted, however, tbat thla date waa alao a pop~ 

ulal- f'east day f'oi- other confl'atemltlea.39 

Llttle ls known or th~ actual aei'Yloea themselves ln fihe 

EJ'atertes, as moat of the worahlp was behlnd aloaed doors. 

( 
35nenja.mln Warfield, Studlea ln Tel'tulllan and Aupatlne 

New Y01'k1 O.xf"ord Unlvoralti7 ri'e■a~Sb), P• lei-;-
36Herbe:r.t Workman, Peraeautlon la the TslJ Chul'ah 

(Claolanatl1 Jennlag■ and diatiim, i9blr)";"p. • 
3 '1s. insws, !l!.• a'lt., P• 191. . . 
38Pi.nz ~ont, !E.• !!!.•• PP!9 181 t. 
39taula Duoheane, 91!.• alt., P• 396. 
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But tho sex-vloes apparently uauall7 aonalated ot hpma,, ad• 

Ol"&tlon. sacrlfloe, and prayers. Thora was a mOl'Dlng lltany, 

a sprtnk l.tng of' hol7 nater, an antiphonal chant, and tlnall7 

a d1am1ssal. The prlest naa clothed ln 'llhlte ln moat oulta. 

In t he cult of' Isla. all the 110%'ahlpera •e-re ctlothed ln 

wcmen•s cloth lng. and ln others, all WOl"a whlta.40 A per• 

petual .f'tre \7a a t he .f'ocal polnt or the 11 tura of Ml thl"a 

whlch consisted ot saarltlae, llbatlona and pra.,vera,41 In 

the F.S7ptlan cult of Oslrls and Isla t ·bo church llturg had 

advanoecl to t he stag, where t.tatlns and Vespers were held 

datly .~2 

I. ualo apparently' played an lmportant role ln the M7a• 

teey r e llglons aldlng the worshipers ln the f'eellng of' belng 

at one ~1th t he delt7.43 The eaztly Chl'lstlan church had a 

he~ltagc or h,mns, b~t apparently' because or the almllar use 

or muatc 1n the Ii!ysto:rlos, the ahUl"ch waged a heated battle • 

agalnat the cultla mualc of the heathen.44 In f'a.at the alm• 

llartty of' usage ln acme caaea was ao oloae that lt la re• 

corded that durlng the re·tgn ~ the Second Flavlan ~perws 

and before Constantine made hla pact •lth the Church, one 

heard of hymns belng sung b7 the leglonarle• of' the Emplre 

40s. Angus, ~• ill.•• PP• l.Sl ff. 

41Loula Duchesne, .22.• oltp1 P• 398• 

4as. Angua, !2,.t alt,, P•. 126•. 
43Jobanne■ Qua■ten, !2• alt.,. PP• 61 r. 
44Ibld., PP• 81 r. -
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'l'lhloh could be chanted tn ocmmon by Cbrlatlana as well aa 

JcTtthralsts. 45 

The dz-amatlc eloment was also a ,re17 Important part~ 

the ,,oz-shlp ca?'rled on by the ltyaterlea. 46 

TUJ:1nlng to a desarlptlon or the worahlp ln the early 

Chrlattan chur ch one finds that the sel'Vloe waa heavll.7 

charged v,tth m.ystel'J'• The church bulldlngs themaelvea ln• 

dicated t h ts wlth thelr outer oOUl't■ for oateahumena, and 

thelr lnner x-01:111 for the baptlzed. The alt&l' was aoraened. 

The vestments of the prlesta and the aex-emonlea pertorm.ed by 

t hem nere ane lnaplrlng. Thla ldea ot myate17 ln the ahul'oh 

nas carried down lnto the medieval oenturlea and was revealed 

ln tho alorlos of the oothlo aathednla and the praotlae and 

ceremonies of the drama ot the Maaa. 47 

Rellgloua Ma1'1'lage 

Another concept~ OCl?Dllllnlon wlth the del'ty ln the KJ'•• 

tertea was thl'ough rellgloua •1'rlage. Thla ldea aan be 

tl'aced back to Aalatla and Esn,tlan bellefa aonoernlng the 

Poaslblllty of aopulatlon wlth the delt7.48 In the Mltb.N 

cult ael'taln of the lnltlatea vowed themaelvea olther to 

45F. Legge, .21!.• !J!•, P• 981. 
46sue, P• 20. 

·47tuther D. Reed, The Lutheran Llturp; ( Phlladelphlaa 
Huhlenbers Preas, 194?)','p. ISb. 

48s. Angua, .22• alt., P• 118. 
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aontlnenoe , or to perpetual vlrglnltJ', dedlaat tng thelr bod• 

lea to t he detty.49 In Chl'latlan alralea one aoea a ■lmllar 

ldea oar!'led !.nto praotloe-. Auguatl.ne reports ln hla Contos"" 

slons t hat two members of the Imtperor•a aeol'Gt polloe, when 

they had read satnt Paul and been aonverted, dedlcated 

themselves to God. Thell' ai'flanoed brldea, when they heard 

thta, also dedtcated thelr vlrglnlty to God.so But the 

thoug."'it or t he m;ystlo mal'l'1agG was olearl.7 not implanted ln 

the Chuz-oh by the ?Jyatertea becauae the Idea oan be f'ound ln 

tho earliest dooun1enta of the Chl'latlan herlt"ga. 'l'he con• 

capt wau a s fa.'!tlllar ln the anolent Jewlah wrltlnga as lt 11aa 

ln t he gentlle envlroment. It must bo admitted, however, ln 

the Chrlsttan concept the aoolety was regarded as the brlde 

or Chrtst, and tt t1as only later on ln the hl■to17 of' the 

church that the stress on the lndlvldual came lnto popularity. 

In fact the church, as ha.a bean lndloated, became pllt7 of 

taktng the whole matter to the extreme ao that vlrglna were 

enoouraGed to dedloate thelr members and :f'leah to Cb.i-lat.51 

JeJtane is recorded as aa.ylng ta a mother on hel' daughter••· 

declaton not to marry a certaln aoldler, "She baa done 7ou a 

great servloe: you have begun to be mother•·ln•la• to ooc1.1151 

4~. Legge, SE.• olt., P• 980. 

&OAuguatlne, Con1'eaalon1 and Enohlrldlon. tranalated and 
edited b7 Albert' c, outiiel' (Ailli'deiphla1 'i'!ie Weatmlnater 
Presa, 195&), p- 168. 

51s. Angua, !I.• alt • ., P• ue. 
52Ibld•» PP• 118 r. 
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saorantental llfeala 

The bond o~ sympa.th,- wlth the delty Rs lmportant ln 

the Mysteries. In the 9aaN11111nt the acmmunlaa~t wltneaeed 

and took pal't tn tho 801'1'0\78 ot hla delty ae a atep to 

parttctpatton ln the delt,-ta t11twnph. It wa8 oamnon amongst 

the Oriental gods that they auftered, rejolaed, at1'11ggled, 

died and rose agatn.53 The reoOl'da lndlaate that the trled 

soldters of !lthra partook ot a aaorament of bread, and water 

mixed with nlne. The slmtlarlty to the Eaoharlat ot the 

Church ls unmlatakable. In the ammunlon servloe ot the 

JU.thl'O. cult the believers were to be atztengthened ln talth 

t hat 1.U t llNl ,1ould assure vlotory tn thla woi-ld, and that he 

Would come .fl-om heaven again to b11lng the dead t1'om the 

araves to a judgment at whlah he, as thelr mediator, would be 

the advocate of tho lnltf.ated soul, whloh, parltled by rlte■, 

Would asoend through aeven planetal'J" ■pheres to paradlae.54 

sacramental meals were not peoullar to the ault er MlthN., 

but nere 00= 1on ln the l.t7aterle11 ln gene1'1l1e But the en.ct 

meantng ot moat ot them la lndef'lnlte. The delt,- was sup• 

P0aed scmetlmes to be present as a sueat, and aanetlmea as the 

host.55 The almllarlt,- wlth the Euohal'lat of' these pNat,laea 

~ the J.!yste:rlea was noted by tho euly Ch1U90he Juatln ~ 

55Ibld•• P• 188. 
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la supposed to have aald ln bla flrat Apology. 

fJherefore also the evll demons ln mlmloli'J' have handed 
down that the same thlns should be done ln the lfyatel'lea 
of UthNs. For that bread and a aup or water ae la 
these 1-n;ratertea set before the lnltlate wlth oertaln· 
spceohes y011 elthar know 01' oan learn.56 

Perhaps it was to theaa aaoramenta of the J,fy■terlaa that 

Saint Paul referred when ha mentlona the "aup of demona" and 

the "ta'bJ:e of demons. 1157 some hlatOl'lana aonalder that the 

~laborate ceremonles whtoh developed around the Lol'd•a Sup• 

par and Bapttsm ln the early Ch'U1'oh were largely the Nault 

of t he lnfluenoe or the Myatarlea.58 

Contemplatlve. Adoratlon 

Ccmmunton ulth the dalty was also thought to be effeoted 

through medl tat ton. Thl'ou.gh thls pmatlae the soul waa SUP• 

Posed to be able to ascend to god. The ldea was pz-obabl7 due 

to the lnfluenoe of Plato. Uedltatton also bad some value ln 

Vlplng out the slns of the past. Thla al1ent worahlp ap• 

pealed most to the wcman. Perhaps the moat aommon NJ" of 

medltatlng was through the aontemplatlve adoratlon of the 

delty. The worahlpera were alded ln thla bJ' a,mbola or stat• 

uaa on whlch they could foaua thelr attentlon. It la prob• 

able that the ohul'ahea atood open duJ.llng the day ln ordel' 

that the faltbi'ul mlgbt acme ln and ease thalr aonaalanaea or 

sap. Legge. S• olt., P• seo. 
5'1 cor. 101s1. 
58K&l'1 neuaal, SE.• alt., P• 'I&. 

. . 
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qulot thelr hearts. 'l'here have been aeata found la the 

Egyptian temples of the !qaterles whloh ~ere probablJ' used bJ' 

. those who were en,-ged lnmedltatlon.59 Medltatlon baa 

always been ot tmportance tn the Chrlatlan church too. 

A Mediator 

Wtth reference to the cult of Ltl"tihra ln partlaul.ar, 

there extsted the ldea ot a medlator.60 Thls conaept waa 

also basla to Cbrlatlan thought. 61 141tbra hlmaelf was re• 

garded as supreme ln the ,,oi-ld as a medlator tor manklnd. 

=e nas the advocate ot moral good and waa the advera&l'J' of 

the p0\7era of ev11_.'6S The slmllarlt7 here ln the oonoept ot 

CJ~'"l.st and bd!.s relatlon to the world la evldent. Reltzen. 

steln ls sald to have explalned thls slmll.arlty by saylng 

that the ldea of a judgment or the world and tho neooeaalty 

or the redemption of eaoh man ls a a.ow, or ewen a oanponent 

part of the metapbJ"aloal let ot the orlglnal man.63 

General Concepts and Termlnoloa 

Thla la a large fleid of lnqulr,-. Suttlolent ta,, the 

69s. ADSt18,, SE.• alt., P• 133. 

~DZ eumont, SE.• alt•, PP• 181 f • 
611 Ttm. 816. 

68Loula Dllohe■ne, SE.• ott., P• 398. 

63carl Clemen, Rellt;lona ot the World, tl'&n■lated bJ' Ae 
tc. Dalla■ (London, Oeorse ti. liii!z:llrand Co. Ltd•; 1931) , 
P• 340. 
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Pl'esent ls an lndlaatlon ot just acne ot the ,tmllal'ltlea ln 
these areas. Both CJnllatlanttJ' and ·the aul.t ot Ml1;hN. he1d 

to a belief ln a tall of man at the beglmlng ot the hlat01"J' 

of the wwia.64 Both rellglona had a baalq aonaept o.t 

heaven as exlstlng above, and hell belng below or aatua1~ ln 

the earth.65 Doth operated wtth an tdea of there belng a 

OOJ.1puo of kno\'lledge whlah was a rovelatlon f"rom god. 88 It 

11een10 ao t hough the J.Utbralata acquired the hablt of re.terrlng 

to each otheJ.1 as ~brother" and aalllng the J)l'leata ".tather.n67 

In t he al'ea of tel'Dllnology lt la ~rgued by acne tbalt. salnt 

Paul used many- VlOl'dS ccmnon tn the lly'ate:rlea.68 Flna117, 

the :-!lt hl'alsts, ln aan.-non wlth Cbrlatlanlt71 held the aau.1 to 

be immortal and that tho bodJ" would rlae agaln a.tter daath.89 

at 

The art of the ear~ Ohrlatlan ohuroh was ta from belng 

an ol'lglnal f"o1"111 and gentua ot lta own. 'l'he artlata that 

created the aaulpture whlah waa ueed ln the w01'ahlp o.t Mt'l;Jula 

are aatd to have pro.toind~ lnf'luenaed Chrlatlan art~ It I.a 

64n-anz eumont, !?J!.• olt., PP• 181 .t. 
65Ibld, -68J:btd. -
6'1p., Legge, !!.• alt., P• 881. 
6Bsup, P• 51. 

69LcN.ta Dlloheane, .22.• alt•, P• 188. 
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sald by sane that Chrlstlanlty juat oopled, or took over the 

foi-ms of o.rt \7hloh exlated ln !,Uthra.ltlc alroles. 70 

:ltsston Stress 

The Chrlstlan ch\1rah of the i'lrat aent'f117 ls knOTID for 

lta stress on mlsslona:r-.r aatlvlty. The jOUl'llqa of S&lnt 

Paul descrlbed ln tho book of Aata llluatrate thla polnt. 

Thls klnd of aatlvlty was not entlrei::, unkn0\1ll ln the U7a• 

terles. t lthralsm was strong ln lta atreaa on the proala• 

matlon of an evangel. It posaesued a strong mlaalcm&17 

a genoy Tlhlch Chrlatlantty dld not have, name~ the~• 

ta thratsn1 was a popular belle!' among the aoldler class and 

thls agency spread the bellefa of the ault wherever lt went. 

Throueh the lnt'luonae of the al'DJ1', f.ilthralsm was 0111'19led to 

the court, so that ln the thlrd oent111'7 lt bad ahaplalna tn 

the Palace of the Caesars. Conmodua \7&s aatuall7 en!"olled as 

a member. Dloaletlan and Clalerlus dedlaated temples to Mlth1'8.. 

And Jullan tho Apostate sought to make Mlthralam, or a varl• 

atlon of t,t, the oftlalal cult or the Emplre. 71 Jitlthra had 

a second ltne of mlsstonarles ln the slaves of the Emptre 

who we~e of F.aatem orlgln.72 

7Dpz.nz CUmont, .21!.• alt.• P• 186. 

'1lflerbert Wm1r:man, .2E.• .!.!!.•, P• 84. 

72Ibtd. 



CBAPl'ER VI 

DIFFERENCES FOUND IN CERTAIN ARF..AS OP SIMILARITY 

Baptism 

That t he slmllarlty of some of tho aaa1'81!18nta 001!1DOD ln 

the Myoterlea to those ot Chrlatlanlty was taken aerloual7 

ls lndloated by the reported statements of Juatln Mar'tJ'l' and 

Tertulllan, ln whloh they deolaro that aortaln Mlthraltlo 

rltes were alabollcal lmltatlona ot the Cbrlatlan aaaramenta.1 

It ls aald that Auguatlne ln reterenae to the same phencme• 

non remarked, "For evll aplrlta lnvont tor themselves aertaln 

counterfeit repreaentatlona ot a hlgh de.pee, that by thla 

means they mlght deaelve the followers of Chrlat.n2 Kore 

apoalfloally, rroltzma~ ta reported aa bellevlng that the 

doatrlne of Baptlam ln the early ohul'oh was baaed on the 

~ellenlstla slde of satnt Paul' ■ theoloa ln whlah he trans• 

formed Cbl'latlanlt7 attar the analoa ot the Greek !4J'ate17 

oults.3 Deaplta the almllal'lty, however, dltterenaea &N to 

be recognized. 

The Taurobollum, ,mtoh ls regarded by acme aa belng 

lF. J. Foakea•Jaakaon, The Hlat;g ot the Chl-latlan 
Church (C~brldse• J. Hall aiio'Son, 091, p;-J.US. 

2A. s. Geden, :.n.thralam (London, The Jlaomlllan co., 
1925), P• 84. 

3AlbertJ Sahweltzer, Paul and Rla Intel9.Pl'eten, tan■• 
latod by Ge We lfontgcnery-,,riw-Y--ork1 hie itaomtmn Co., 
1950) • P• 110. 
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aloseat to the ldea ot Baptlam ln the CJutlatlan ahuroh,4 la 

still separatod by a large gai1f' .trcm the Cbitlatlan aonoept. 

At best the slmllarlty shows that the Myaterlea ma.7 have bean 

conootous of the Chl'latlan truth.6 Conalderlng the Ta'lll'O• 

bollum one flnds that lt ls a baptlam of blood, not of water, 

ao ls the case ln the Chrlatlan rltoa Orlglnall7 the TaUl'o• 

bollum was closely conneoted wlth a aacrltloe. Also the 

b'lll"lal and rlstng agaln of the lnltlate la actually repre• 

sented. The saoNmental atanltlaanae seems thus to be de• 

rtved tram a manyalded aymbollam. In the Ohrlatlan sacrament 

plaln water, coupled ulth the Word, effects evel'J'thlng.8 

The cults belleved that baptlam, aa well as the other saa• 

raments, were efflaacloua !!. opera c,perato. 7 In S&lnt Paul.ta 

deacrlptlon 0£ Baptlam one flnda that lta effect la non• 

aalutal'Y' on a subject who la not .tavOUN.bly dlapoaed toward■ 

lt. Slmllarl7 he dlaaounta the ettlaaa7 of alraumalalon l.t 

lt ls merely an exte,rnal ooourronoe.8 In the Mysterlea bap• 

tlsm was senera.117 entered lnto by a peraon when he no longer 

doslred to aln and consequent~ wlahed to undergo lnltlatlon. 

41:n.tm, P• 35. · 

SF. J. Foakea•Jaakaon, .21!.• alt., P• 185. 

6Albert Sahwelt~er, 91!.• o~t., P• 210. 

'1riem.-, De Sheldon, The J&Yatan; R•liflon■ · and the 'Rew 
Teatamen~ (Hew Yorks AblngdoiFne■■, D J,. p.-itr.L-;- -

8rbtd., P• 103• 
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In the C.'hl"letlan aaarament lt was the Baptlam ltaeU whlah 

bi-oug..'1-J.t about the ahange ln the lndlvldual.9 ID the Baptlam 

ot the Church, the name ot the dlvlne pei-aon •• 1111ed. or a 

baptlsm pel"formod ln the name of' Oalrls, Attla, or Mltbl'a., 

one knows noth !.ng1 although the act 1 taalt ma:,- have been i-e• 

carded a s a confesalon of' talth ln the dlvlnlty wlth Whose 

worship lt was asooa~ated. It la important, ~owevei-, that 

the assootatton or the utterance of' the name wtth the bap• 

tlsmal rlte cannot be dlreatl.7 shown to have exlated ln the 

rs!ysteey rellglona.10 In Cbrtstlanlt7 Baptlam was a alngle . . 
act brtne tns a grace of' eternal va.lldlt7, whloh was not the 

caae tn t he 57storlea.ll Ccmoludlns one mlght say that the 

ldea ot baptlsm ln the Churoh was moat J)1'obabl.7 a ref'1eotlon 

or t he ldea of waahlng preaant 1n tho Jewlah tradltlon, 

rather than an lntluanae or the ?i.tyaterlea.12 

S&cl'&Jllenta1 Meal■ 

Mommaen and Raltzensteln are aald to lndlaate· that the 

oulta celebl'&ted oomnonmaal.a (&,·urara. 1 """" .. ""-) lnmlah 

9A1bert Schweltaei-, .!2• alt,, P• 2as. 
10:rbtd., P• aoa. - . 
11Adolf' tcobei-le, The ~ tm- Ho1lne■••· trana1ated bJ' 

John c. Mattea b'am the'l'htilc1'7ferman ifditilon (14lnneapo1la, 
T11lnneaota1 AugabU1'g .Publlllhlng HOWie,, 1988) 1 P• 82. 

lac&l'l C1emen1 Der Elntluaa der ;•terleDl'a1lflonen aut 
daa alteate Cbl'laten&' ( oleasen1...,_r g von lifri 1'8pei-:--" 
mann, 1018), P• 11. 
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the aelebl'ants were sue■ta of the dlvlnlt,-. HeN a madlalne 

ot lnmortaltty (, a.pp,a. .;,, 1.;; 5 laa-.,,,.rta., ) planted ln the 

■ouls of the partlolpanta the aeeda of lmnOl'tallt;J'. There 

waa an increase ln the lntenslttoatlon ot the dlvlne ln the 

lndtvtdual. A tranatol'lllatlon and lllumlnatlon ot the par• 

ttctpant took place. 'l'he etteatlveness •• auppoaed to be 

the san1e no matter vho the partlalpant mlght be, w what hla 

Pl'edtsposttton to the meal. Here one aeea tho ldea of et• 

tloacy !!. opere opera.to agaln at 'lf01'k ln tho Myatel'lea. 

Satnt Paul•s emphasta, on the other hand, When ztetei-i-tng to 

the Euohartst, ts on the talth of the realplent. Umr01'th7 

eattnc and drtnklng brtnsa only aondenmatlon to the lndl• 

vldua1.14 The ,treas on the i-eaelvlng of lnmortallty aeema 

to be foremost ln the sac1'8.Dlenta1 meala ot the l!7aterlea. 

In the agape ot the Attla cult, the pu-takera were handed 

food ln the tranon and drlnk ln the opabalon, and ln thl■ 

way they became nq;atae ot Attl■ and the,reby partaker■ or 

eternal ltte.15 The aaal'llllllntal meals were not always on 

the level just deaarlbed, tm- lt la ■ald that the Hlt'Jnla.lo 

Eucharist wa.a attended at ttmaa •1th the pertormanae ~ 

dal'ker rltea. Even human aaarltlees were not unlmown.18 

Thls seems a f'ar O"l!J' trm the almpllalty or the Cbl'l■tlan 

13Adolt lt:oberle., S?,• Ott., P• 68• 
141 eor. 11129. 
16Albert Sahwel tsez-, !J!.• !J:!.• • P• 183. 
18P. J. Foake1•Jaok■on, a• ott., P• le&. 
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aaorament tn the early Chul'oh. In the lilyaterle1 then the 

stress ln the aaored meals varled from a heti,itened onenoaa 

wtth the deity to the beetowal ot supernatural, godllke, ~ 

morallatto powers.l? In the M7ste~lea the pa.l'tlolpant waa 

tilled ntth the joyous pleaaure ot a dlvlnlty olo■e at band. 

They tell of tho apothooala of man and ot hla aaoent to the 

detty.18 Thts 1s 1n shal'P contrast to Chrlatlanlty 'llhloh 

tells of a condesaenston on the pa.l't o~ God and of hla dwel• 

llnc; ,vtth men.19 The L011d•a Supper ln the Church poaseaaed 

an eschatoloetcal obaraoter not to be found ln the meala of 

the Myotcrtes • TheN was a looklng tonal'd to a new world 

or llvtng oamm.unlon wlth the exalted Lord.so Clemen even 

says that lt seems as though there la lnaut'flotent evtdenae 

fra."1. the Uysterles oonaei-ntns thell' holy moala to 11arrant 

any concluslon as to thelr baalo almtlal'lt7 to the EUobarlat 

or the ChUl'ch.21 Baslaally the dlfferenae ln the aaaramenta 

or the Church and the Mysterlea seems to lle ln the tormar•a 

stress on the lnolll'n&tlon of God, and the latter•• atrea■ 

on the apotheoals of man.88 

.. l '1ftarl }Jeuasl, K°?.endlum &Tli.l[ll'ahen•mt■ohlahtJe 
(Tublngen: Verlag VOD , C. Be , 1§6•1)• P• ii• 

18Adolf' !Coberle; SJ!.• alt., P• 69• 

l9J:bld• 

BOJ:bld., pp~ ~? ·r• 
BJ.car1 Clemen, !2• 01,., P• ~~· 
·82Adolt Koberle, .21,• all•• P• &'I, 
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Paullne Tel'llll.noloSJ' 

Paul ts frequently aaauaed or taklng terma and cronoepta 

fl'om the ri,-sterS.es and lnoorporatlng them la hla urltlaga. 

Some take t he ext~eme posltlon and say that S&lnt Paul doea 

not present t he Gospel me■sase, but the aonoluslona of 

"elle~lc•E(:!pttan eaoterlalam.a3 A more oonae:rvatlve vlew 

states t hat Paul, ln aettlng f'orth hla dootrlne,. aontlnua.117 

rere1-rod to t he ldeas of He1lenla Wystlclam, or to the fOl'llla 

ot popular D\Vthologlaal aonoepts.,24 The poaslblllty- doea · 

aee1n to e.xlst that Paul borrowed a word here and there from 

t he Jystertes,. but he also save these words new maanlnga.25 

Sch\1eltzer doeo not even admlt thla muah·and states that both 

Paul and the l,Iyateey cults took hold of some of the vooab•· 

ulaey wh tch already exl■ted ln the old Greek rellslona, and 

perf'eated tt.26 Others_., that when one sees Paul molding 

hls expresstona along llne1 slmllar to the thougllt found la 

the Re11entstla Orlent he ls oal.1' fo11bwlng hla prlno!ple ot 

being "a Greek to the Greeka."2'1 sa:ne. aonalder, however, 

23Alvln Kuhn, Shadow ot the Tblrd Centw,: (88'1 ltU1'NJ' 
st., Elizabeth 2, •• 3 .. 1 Aaailiiif' Hi••• ~Oi• P• 38'1• 

24car1 Clemen, Rellgloa■ or th! \'/01'1da translated by A. 
'K. Dallas ( London I George d. harrap ana Co. Ltd•, 1931), 
p., 349@ 

25geDl'J' P. !!amann, Juatltloaiilon m_ Falth ln llod•£P 
'l'h.eoloSl (St, Louls1 Schooi for t&.&li' !liidle'i; Conooi'dla 
SP.nilDIU'J', 19&'1) 1 P• 34. 

26A1bert Sohweltser, &• olt., P• 89'1. 
8'10&F1 Xme1lns, •aettsemteln and the IIJ'■te17 Rel• 

lglona," !!!!_Luthemn Cburoh QwlrterJ,t, I (1988), 1'16• 
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that Pau1 cannot have known the Mystery Nllglona ln the f'Ol'lll 

l.n Whtoh thoy- are known to have exlated ln the aeoond and 

thlrd aanturlea, beoauae tn thla fully developed rom thq dld 

not yet exlst. Asaumlng the moat tavOU1'1Lble aa■e• that ti-cm 

hla youth up he observed tho heathen rellslona around blm.1 he 

can have only knO\Yn the )ly'sterles ln thelr unoampounded state, 

not e~ what they developed tnto when thq came tllled wlth 

the Greek yeal'ntng fol' redamptlon.28 Thls last mantloned 

vtew does not seem to flt adequatel.1 wlth the ldea Paul baa 

ot the sacraments ln the Myaterlea aa ahown ln Coloaalana. 

Senne of the tel'lllll!I whloh Paul uaed wl,ll nm be oonaldeNd. 

Ile used t he w~dp,va-.,..,,,,.,, • But bJ" lt he doea not mean a 

ffljsttcal kind ot knowledge, but rather acmethlng that human 

'fflad0111 can not fathan . 0%9 underetand ~ lteolf', and thua baa 

to be revealed b,- God. 'l'he teZ'lll Rh .. s(matul'e, oanplete) wa■ 

used by the myaterlea aa referrlns to the atandlng ot an ln• 

ltlate. Wh.on Paul uses the tel"Jll he does ■o ln the aenae that 

waa oonmon outalda the r.17aterlea. Here lt meant a relatlva 

perf'eat1on, or maturlty.29 The words ,~,f., 1-vxi and wa,l"v~~ 

are also aald to have beon bOl'l'owed tram the aull■ • But Paul 

uaea them ln a aenae dlfte~eat tran that ctUrl'ent ln the Lf7•• 
terlea. He uaea the aame •n•e as tlbe Hebi-n , ! ~ , W ~ ~ 

and O ~ 1 , whloh the above Greek •Ol'd• tNnalate ln the 

28Albert Sohweltsw, .!l!,• olt•• P• 198, 
29.Helll'J' De Sheldon, Si• all., PP• '1& tt. 
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Septuagint. They mean, taken ln the Ol'del' glven, tbe f'leah 

(or unrenewed man, or the worldly aplrlt of' man wlth pbJ'aloa1 

desires), the splrlt, and the aou1. The dlff'erenoe ln the 

last two ls to be found ln thelr relatlonablp, whether lt be 

to God or to man hlmaelf. The soul ls that 11hlah God alalma, 

wh ile the splrlt ls man•s 01ID and the glf't of' God., The Mys• 

tertes matte no suoh dlsttnctlon. It ls poaslble that Paul 

borr owed t he tenns I v&i ", .s and :a. , . .,141 ":,,,. from tho rellgloua 

vernacular of' the day, but there arlaea no dlf':f'laulty ln ln• 

terpretatlon or acaeptanoe. BJ' the word>" 1.To.~o, l•ur4'&,Pau1 

meant reaching a supematU1'&l goal by supernatural maana. 

The ;iyato:rlea, when they used thls word, lndlcated a ohange 

of' essence, brought about by any 'klnd of' maglo• 'J!ha use of' 

, . -~. "u, • o s oan be traaed baok to the .Hebrew Tlol'd ,., "7. ,; f tn the 

Septua3lnt.30 When Paul uses tho plature of' Ohrlatlana be• 

camlng vtoi- C,u ii (Rmmns 8J14) and refers to ,,t, o 8- L, t .. s 

(R01D1;1na 8:15) he •s emplaylng an ldea populal' ln the l!J'•• 

terlea.31 stmllarlty does not however lmply dependenae on 

the cults. 

Sane suggest that a number of' the doatrlnes def'lned ln 

the wrltlnga of' Paul had thelr orlgln ln the Myaterlea, and 

ln the ault of r,nthN. ln pa,i-tlaular. But the avldenoe la lD• 

30tbld., PP• '19-90• 
81A1breoht Dleterlch, Elne MlthN.■1ltur5le (Lelpslga 

Druok und Varlas von s. o. 1'eu6ner, iibSJ, P• Da. 
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aonolustve. and oan be interpreted 1n varlowa wqa.H In 

fact Schweitzer says that a dlatlngu.lahlng reatUl'e of the 

dootl'tne of Paul la that l t la muah more JQ'aterloua than the 

doctx-tne or the lilyatery x-ellglona.33 Clemen takes the vlew 

too t hat lt ls hlghlJ' improbable that the tlltbra t.t,-stel"J', ln. 

,Pa.l'tloular• had nn, 1ntluence on Paui.34 

Johannlne Literature 

The apostle John la also aald to have been lni"luenoed 

b)" t he aults. BUt John advocates an open rellglon, not a 

secret one. Re ls aloof tram astrology, aldereal 11\Y'Btlolam, 

and natul'allan1. He lnalata on ethlaa, la opposed to maglo, 

avolds ))Qnthetam. and emphaalzea the hlatwtaal baala or 
Chrlstlantty. All these thlngs al'e in dlreot oontN.at to the 

pagan Mysteries. The book or Revalatlon, beoauae or lta lm• 

agel'J", ls said to be a 1'etle.oblon or tho lnrluenae or the 

Mysteries. but one aan say that the author drew hla lmagea 

from othnlo mythology and fl'cm the language ot the Old Teat• 

e.ment, beoauae theae platurea were not the exalualve property 

or the aulta,35 So Clemen aaya that the Johannlna 1ttaNture, 

. 32A, s. Gaden, :rathralam (Londcm1 flle Kaom1llan co., 
1925), P·• 4. -

33Albert Sohweltsei-, !?J!.•· alt., PP• 818 ~. 

34earl Clemen, Der Blnfluaa der g■teztlenrellllcmen aut 
daa ii.lteate Obrlatenl&f (dleasen1-.. s von lifii '.rdpe1::-
ma.nn, i§D), PP• 88 ff. · 

35neDl'J' D9 Sheldon, S• alt•• pp" 149 ~. 
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deapl te alluslona to vlalona and the use ~ te1'1111noloa nab 

aa "llght,n and "dal'kneaa," and the expNaalon or JJV•tlaal: 

vlews of Christ and God, la atlll ra~ Nmoved t'JtaD the ldeaa 

ln tho· . ~7ote:rlea.36 

36carl Clemen, Rellglona of the \"lorld, tmnalated by A. 
K. Dallas (London: Georse Ge Hu-l'ILpana co. Ltd.; 1931), 
p. 351. 



CHAPlER VII 

TI!E VERDIUf OF AU!l?RORITIES ON THE PROBLEM 

Thel'e ls no gl'eat degree ~ unanlmlt7 among the authoz-• 

ltlea on the Pl'Oblam ot the lDrluenoe ~ the Jlyatel'le■ on 

Cbl'lstlanlty. The oplnlon vai-lea wlth nea111ly 8Tal'J' author. 

FOl' purpose of lllu■tra.tlon a mmbel' ot dltte111ent Tl••• wlll 

be elven tn the tollor1lns tezt. 

Gl'eat Inf'luenoe waa exerted on Chrl■tlanlt,' bJ' 
the 1"7aterl•• 

Clemen malntalned that lt oan not be denied that Chrl■tl• 

anlty aoqul:red sugge.atlonrr, torma, oonaeptlon■, and 11lte■ 

fl'Cl11 lta envlx-omnent, puwt ot whloh •• made up b7 the 117■• 

tex-les.1 The lntluenoe ot the U7■terlee 1■ to be seen moat 

aleax-17 amongat the latex- Ono•tlo and' llal'alonlte aeota and 

othex- mtnor dlvlalona wlthln the large body ot Cbl'latlanlt,-.8 

Beuaal aaya that undoubtedly language u•se, PNatloe, and ·. 

plet,- of the M7atel'J' rellglon• latluenaed the ahul'ah 1n 1IIIUQ" 

W&.7a.3 Robertaon la lndloated •• golns ao t&l' aa to aa,. that 

1C&ztl Clemen, Rellglona ~ the WOl'ld, tmn•lated lJ,' A. 
R. Dallas (London1 deoiige ti. Aii-N,11 and bo. Ltd., 1931) 1 
p. 348. 

8cu1 Clemen, Del' Elntluaa de m1•11leD1'8~lonen aut 
daa alfe■te Chl'lataeiilum ( ole■zenT'Ve~ TOD A d '!d'per:-
mann, 018), P• 88. . 

( .. Situl Heual, 1tn,:ndl11111 dial' Eli-ohen,.■ohlohle 
Tublngen1 Vex-lag TOD • C• s.,ran;, iiiBY • P• W. 
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the Cb.11latlan a7atem la nothlq but a patahwOlk ot a !mndNd 

IIUSseatlons drawn fl'an pa.pa a1't and rltual uaas•••" 

Small Inf'luenae ••• exel'ted on Chl'latlanlt~ hr 
the lfyaterlea 

Clemen modltlea hla vle• Tlhen he looks at euly Obl'laf;l• 

ant ty, and he aaya that here the Upterlea bad only a ■llgbt; 

1nt'luence on the Churoh.5 one oan not polnt to &DY' one new 

uae tn anolent Chrlatlanlt7 aanlns trcm the oulta. one 
171'1 te:r ts of' the 'Ile• that "The 'Ll7aterlea maJ' have exeP1:ed 

llmlted f0%'11Bl lntluenoe on ael'taln subsequent devalopnenta 

ot Ch:rtatlanlty but they had no lntluenoe whatevel' on the 

o:rlgtn of Chrlatlanlt,.,n6 Legge deolal'e■, 

Thn.t. 1n the OOUl'le ot hel' developaent, ahe (the ah~oh) 
aoqutred charaoterlatloa whlah tltted her to hel' en• -
vlronment would be ln atPlat aontOl'llll t,. vl th tha laws 
whtch appear to govem the evolutlon ot all ln■tl tu• 
ttonaJ and lf' the powel' Nllng the unlvePae ahooae■ to 
work by law rather tban 1ry llbat ae911111· to ua llke 
aap:rloe, such a aholoe does not show hlm to be l.aoklag 
elthel' ln wladam or benevolenae • .,---

Geden oonaldera that lt la mm-a,. leas eatab1labed that the 

doatrtnea and Pltual ot Klfiha la p&llt;loulalt made an etteat 

4Alvln Kuhn, Shad.ow of the Thll'd Cea. (82'1 J.1una7 
st., h"llzabeth 2, I'. 3. 1 XaadlNIS,J Heaa, i • P• sos. 

5 
~1 (?lemen• .PR.• alt., PP• 81 r. 

. 8P. D. Pahl, "1'11• ~l•l'J' Rellglon■,• !'he Auuala■laD 
Theo101loal Reytn. JDC (.rane.1949)• ao. -

'1p. Lesse1 POl'e:fmmer■ and Rl•lp ot Om-lfltan. 
(0ambrtdse1 Clllllbi-idp ti'nlnl'il'IJ M■■•-niB) ~, S t. 
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althou~ probably unaon11alOWJ, on the teaahlng and language 

ot some of the Cm-latlan apologlsta.e 

No Inf'luenae waa exerted on Chl-latlanltJ" bJ' 
the My11tel'le11 

Reltzensteln l'liled out any dlNot lntluence or oontaat 

between the r ystel'les and eal'lJ" Clutlatlanlt711 The almllarltJ" 

betneen pmctloes ln eal'lJ' Chl'latlanlty and the pagan oults 

la due to the pl'esenae ln the Ol'lent ot a rellgloua atmoa• 

P..~el'e of whtoh both Chl'latlanlt7 and the U,,atel'lea wel'e NP• 

l'esentattvea.9 Sahwettzer aonaldel'a that ln the areas of 

baptlsm and the acmmunlon meal thel'e la no reason to con• 

sider the lnfluence or the ltystel'lea. It was only' la.tel' ln 

t he hlstor;r of the ohurch that the lnf'luenoe oame lnto qua■• 

tton.10 

An Inf'luenoe was exel'ted b7 Cbl'latlanlf;J' on 
the Jri7sterlea 

There ls supposed to be a dealdea poaslblllty ~ the 

Chrlstlan ohUl'oh havlng lntluenaed the m;raterl••• 'rhla oan 

be seen ln thelr apeclal development fl'cm the second aentul7 

8A.. s. Gaden, Ulthl'lllam (London1 'l'he Jlaamlllan co., 
1925)1 P• 4• 

9cai-1 Xmellng, 11Reltsen■teln and the J.fyate17 Re1lglon■•" 
~ Lutheran Cb.urah Quarterlz:, I (1988), 1'14. 

lOAlbert Sahwl tzar, Paul and hla Intemtera, trana• 
lated bJ' Ge w. Montagane17 (le• Yorlcl"lhi itaam ian co., 
1950), P• 189. 
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on~arda. Their dlatlnotlve t0l'ID8, rltea, and 1ltua are 

often a later fol'lllltlon stroncl.J' aft"eoted by the aondltlon■ 

around t hem. !"oi- example tbelr late:r atreas on crwT-,/ p and 

t he P!'omtse of o-cuT.,,,,t"" J thelr lntroduotlcm ot a f'Ol'III of 

1nfant bapt1smJ thelr 1no:Naalng detlnltlon ot a ohuah aon• 

capt; all or t hese, phenomena lndlaate a dependenoe on Cbi-la• 

ttantty.11 Legge conslde:ra that aapeolall7 ln zteapect to 

tthratmn t he:re was a aopylng fl'om Chl'latlanlty.12 

Thei-e waa a ConaolOWI Copylng on the Pal't 
of Chztlatlanlt7 

Legge sa7a, "In the days ot her lntanq, and betOlle she 

thus cu1e lnto her lllherltanae, Chl'la~lanlty' borrowed muah 

from her rivals over whloh she•• ln the lons nn to relsn 

sup:reme."13 Kuhn repol'lia that t.toahelm was of the oplnlon 

that the Ohrlatlana, seelng that the M)raterlea were held ln 

t he hlahest veneration b7 people of every oountl'J", were ln• 

duced to make thelzt Nllglon aonf01'lll ln many N■peota to 

thls pal't of the heathen world,. hoplng to pramote thereby 

the favourable reaeptlon ot CJnllatlanlt7.14 

In addltlon to the above mentioned vlew■ there aN acme 

llJamea orr, !fe~oted PaatON ln the StudY of the il;&J' Proqeaa ot Chr1tilan1ff (l:ondoii1,ro'daeF"i"naStioiishton 
, PP• i!io ft". 
l8p. Legge, !2.• . alt., PP• 960 ~. 

13zbld., P• aeo. -
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Who think that there la lnauf'.tlalent eYldenoe to aettle the 

queatton. Cumont regai-da lt aa lmpoaslble to determine the 
1nf'luenoe of the ?qsterlea on Chl'latlanlt7 and Yloe veraa.15 

Analogies may tndeod exlat, but analoglea do not neaeaa&l'll.7 

lmply dependence.16 Dloterlah la reoarded as •~lng ln N:f'• 

orenoe to thls hablt ot f'lndlns analoglea, 

It ts one ot tho '7arat · f'aulta tar the aalenae ot oam• 
Pfl.I'Qtlve re11glon, whlah la a·t p!'eaent beoomlng oonatant
ly leas aauttoua, to overlook the moat natural explana• 
tlons. not to aay avotd and ignore them, ln Ol'der to have 
reoOUI'se to the moat tar-fetched, and, by the moat GG• 
centrto methods, to drag out analoglea whloh

1
f o the UD• 

sophlstlaated e7e, aro abaolutel.7 lnvlalble. 

LatOUl'ette, ln a rather aweeplna statement says there la 

no ooncluslvo proof' of' oonaaloua or unaonaaloua oopylng of' 

the Mysteries by Chrtatlanlt7,. and ln the :f'lnal aummatlon 

the dlf'ferenoe between the Mya,torlea and CJuilatlanlty la 

g1.9eater than the almllarlt7.18 

Conolualon 

In the oplnton ot the wrlter, belng aondltloned bJ' the 

material presented ln the Cl11"l'ent paper, there seems to be a 

htgh desieee of' poaslblllt7 that the Cbrlatlan ohuroh ln tbe 

l6FN.nz Cumont, Dle KJ'aterlen !!.!._MlthN, autOl'lalerte 
Deutaohe Auagabe Yon deors~tfibi'i.oh ·{Lil.psis und Berllna 
Verlag von Be Ge Teubner, 1993)• P• 184 • . 

16A1bel't Sohweltser, !2• olt., P• 194. 
17Ibld -· 
18Kennetb aaott Latourette, A UlatOl".9" ot Chrlatlanltz 

Orea Y01'k1 H&l'pei- and IJl'othei-a, ltld), p.BlRF. 
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eai-:cy, oentuztles dld bol'l'ow ti-an the r.t7aterl••• 'l'hla appeu■ 

to be lndlaated t,y the many areaa of almllarlty that do 

extat. By thls statement, however, lt la not the wrlter•• 

lntentlon to conveJ" the lmpl'ea■lon that all the area■ or 

almllarlty havo to be baaed on the ldea or tntluonae. But 

the \1ealth o:r stmllarlty doea glva one pause ror thmght and 

suggests that lt ls indeed pl'obable that ChrlatlanltJ" and 

the t1iyster!.ea dld not exlat 1lde bJ' alde without lnt1uenalns 

one another ln any degree. 

At the ·aamo tlme as the n-lter aoaepta the poaalbl1lty 

of the ?tiyatell'Y'i a lnt1uenae, there seems to be ln&Urf'lolent 

proof' to deflnlte1y polnt to any glYen area and aa7 that 

here, t:rlthout the shadow of a d011bt, one aan sea the ln1'1uenaa 

ot the t.iyaterlea on Ohrlatlanlt;J". There al•J"• aeama to 

extat an alte:rnatlye ezplanatlon for &DJ' autho111a evldenae 

of' actual lnt'luenae. 



BIBLIOGRAHIY 

Angus, S. The !Bste17•Rell~lona abd Clll'latlanlty. Bew 
York: ?mar oe sar16ner a sonr,-.iwS. 

ApUletua. Tl1e Golden Asa. Edlted by H&l'TGJ' Da:zwton. Hew 
York: l!ogartH Pren, n. d. 

•••••• The Golden A••• 'i'Nnalated by a. \Ve Adllngton 
andtievlsed tiJ'"T: oaae1ee. London: \'lllllam Helnema.nn 
Ltd., 1928. 

Augustlne. Conteaalona and Enohlrldlon. Tmnalated and 
edltod by A'.16e:ri C. "'1:Jiil;ier. Miiac!elphla: 'l'he 
W'estmlnster Pl'eaa, ·1955. 

Clemen, Carl. Der Elnfluaa der iiJaterlenrellglonen auf daa 
iltoata Cbi'?ibentiume oieazena-ferias von Xifrea"l"apei• 
mann, 191!• 

•••••• ReltRlons of the World. Translated by Ae K. Dalla■• 
Lonaon:cleorge-G-:,f&l'l'&p and Coe Ltd., 1931. 

Cumont, Franz. Dle 19:aterlen des JU tbra, 
Deutsche Ausgabe von deor~ 
Verlag von n. o. 'l'eubner, 1983. 

Dleterlah Albrecht. Elna Mlthraallturt71te. 
und Verlag von s-;-ir. !'oubner, 1§ • 

Autwlalerte 
Lelpzlg und Ber1ln: 

Lelpslgr Dl'llok 

Duchesne, Louts. lff:1'lz Htatgv.: R£ !!!!. Chrlatlan Clml'ahe 
London: John 'n'fl:'T, iB • 

Geden, A. s. r.Uthl'alam. Londona 'l'he lfaomlllan Co., 1926. 

Glover, T. R. The Contllat of Rellglona. London• tlethuen 
and co. Lta."; iiaf. -

Grant, Frederlak c., edltor. Analent Raman Rellglon. Hew 
York: The LlbeNl Arts PNas, ih1. 

Ranann, Rem,- P. J'utlf'laatlon bY~ l'allh ln Modern 'l'hao1op;. 
st. LOlll■ I sahooi for c&duaue Slilcn.ea, conaordla 
Semlna.17, 195'1• 

Reuaal, !Carl. tcr.,egndluml'tz 1tl11ahege•ahlahta. 'l'iibtngen1 
Verlag von • • • . , iiSf• 



63 

Fca.kea .. Jackaon, F. J. 'l'he Hlat~ of the Ch.1'111,tlan ChUl'Ohe 
Cambrldge: J. Hall ancJ Son~smr. -

Koberle, Ad.olf'. The !eat tor liollneas. Translated b7 John 
c. Mattos f rom t7i 'l'h1rcr-Gel'Jllln ttd1tlon. Mlnneapo1la, 
P. lnnesota: Augabul'g Publl.ahlng House, 1938. 

Kl'aellna , Carl. "Reltzensteln •nd the r.Iyate17 Rellglona•" 
!!!!., Lutheran Church QuarjeerJ.;r:, I (1928), 173•1'78. 

Kuhn, Alvln. Shadow ot tho Thlrd Cent:.q· KU1'l'ILJ' st., 
Elizabeth 2, R., T.:""'IoadeJl'l1' Preas. 949. 

Latoul"ette, Kenneth Scott. A I-Tlst!1'f ot Chrlatlanl t:y. 
Mev1 Yol"k: Hai-pel" and ·nroiihera,, s!!". 

Legge. F. Forerunners and Rlvals ot Chl'latlanlty. Cambrldge1 
Cainbrlcige Universt~eaa, J.ffi.4 

Orr, Jamos. Mefleoted Paators ln the st;3 of the 111'£ 
Pros:ress 0 chi'istlanUi7~ -r:ondon: -~O ~ff and ton, ms. -

Pahl, P. D. "The !!iystery Rellglons,.n The AuatNlaa.lan 
Theologlaal Revlew, XX ( June, 194V'r," i•BOe 

Quasten, Johannes. fP.uslk und Geaa~ Hiinater: Verlag von 
der Asohendorf'a~ssw ndluns, 1930. 

Reed, Luther D. The Lutheran Ll tUl'Q"• Ph.lladelphla t 
r~t1L1'J.lenberg Preas, 10i1. 

Schvettzer, Albert. Paul and Hts Interpreters. Tanalated · 
by o. w. i,Tontgomii=f':"' -Ww-roz.R: 'l'r.ieil'aamlilan co.• 1950. 

She1don, rreney c. The llliat'ff Rellglona and the!!!!, 
Testament. Neiif~ 1 A rlgdon ireaa-;-Dtlr: 

Uhlhorn, Gerhard. Contllat ~ Chl'latlanlff 111th IIeathenlam. 
Translated beam.· tihe 'l'hlra Gennan ifcjf OD ani2 eattied Iii 
E. c. S~h and c. J. R. Ropes. Ne• Yorks Charles 
Sarlbner•s Sona~ 1919• 

Wal'f'le1d, Benjamln. studlea ln Tertulllan and Aurpatlne. 
NewYOl'k: O,:t'ord unlveral1'., i'i'eaa, iWSb. 

V/orkman, Herbei-t Be Peraeautlon ln the W1l Churah. 
Clnolnnatl I Jennings and bRa.tilin';"'D • 


	The Mystery Religions and Christianity in the Roman Empire of the First Three Centuries A. D.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627566967.pdf.wfHeY

