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and the at-oneness wlth, and the torslveneaa of alna .tran, 

god whloh wa.s,belleved by the ohUroh to take plaae ln 

Baptlsm. 

Doatl'lne of Resenoratlon 

The more splrltual and the m01'e mature the My,atierlea be• 

came, t he 61'eatel' IJl'GW the populal' demand ttll' aome fOl'III of 

dootrtne of reseneratlon.31 One erireme fOl'lll of thought ln 

thls area oonc,elved or the lnltlate aa belng made god. It 

would seem t hat perhaps Irenaeua was lnf!luenoed by thla ldea 

present ln tho M7stel'lea 'l'lhen he as.ya that God became man ln 

order t~t men mlght be dlvlne.39 The apotheoala of the ln• 

dlvldua.l ln the tysterlea was achleved ln a number ot •&J'•• 
One of these involved a �I�I�I�J�' % �t�l�o� ldentlflcatlon wlth the delty. 

The follower was the aame peraon aa the god. Thla la ex• 

pressed ln the phrase, "I am thou, an• thou a.rt r.n33 

Another wa.7 of aohlevlng dlvlne Nblrth •• through the Pl'O• 

aeaa or dlvlne lndvelllng. The god waa supposed to be aatu• 

ally l)l'asont ln the person. One can pel'hapa ampare thla 

wlth the expreaalon of Paul ''Chrlat ln 7011", whloh oacui-a ln 

hla eplatlea ln the Blble.34 The heresy of Pelaglanlam whlah 

gz-eatly dlaturbed the Church ln the tltth oent1117 involved 

31Ibld., P• 98e 
39rcarl �!�! �e�u�a % � l, !I!.• .!.!.t•, P• 6'1. 
33s. Angua, SI!.• alt., P• no. 
~4Col. 1:271 CJa.1. StBOe 
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a delatlc aonaeptlon of man•• i-elatlonahlp to hla Maker and 

aonaequently bears acmo resemblance to the vlew held ln sane 

or t he Mysterles.35 

l'lorsblp 

The concept of a aongl'egatlon exlsted ln a dlluted ~orm 
. 

ln sme of t he Myate:r,- rellglons. Thls la seen eapeolall.J' ln 

?:ltth!'alsm whe:rae. ln order to eaoape pera•autlon. they en• 

rolled t heir aongresa,tlon■ as member■ ot legally accepted 

funora.17 sooletlea.36 The congr.egatlone ot the Uyaterles 

celebrated sei-vtces of a publla as nell as a prlvate naturel7 

Chrtsttanlty was veI7 slmllar to the cul.tot Hlthlta ln ualng 

Sunday as a day of worship whloh na observed by the latter 

as the day of' the 111n. 38 It seem• as though December 25, 

Wblah Vias t he "natale Solla 'lnvlotttt for the Mlthl'altes. -.a 
adopted by the Chl'latlan ahul'ch l~ tbelr lltU1'glcal calendar. 

It should be noted, however, tbat thla date waa alao a pop~ 

ulal- f'east day f'oi- other confl'atemltlea.39 

Llttle ls known or th~ actual aei'Yloea themselves ln fihe 

EJ'atertes, as moat of the worahlp was behlnd aloaed doors. 

( 
35nenja.mln Warfield, Studlea ln Tel'tulllan and Aupatlne 

New Y01'k1 O.xf"ord Unlvoralti7 ri'e■a~Sb), P• lei-;-
36Herbe:r.t Workman, Peraeautlon la the TslJ Chul'ah 

(Claolanatl1 Jennlag■ and diatiim, i9blr)";"p. • 
3 '1s. insws, !l!.• a'lt., P• 191. . . 
38Pi.nz ~ont, !E.• !!!.•• PP!9 181 t. 
39taula Duoheane, 91!.• alt., P• 396. 
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But tho sex-vloes apparently uauall7 aonalated ot hpma,, ad• 

Ol"&tlon. sacrlfloe, and prayers. Thora was a mOl'Dlng lltany, 

a sprtnk l.tng of' hol7 nater, an antiphonal chant, and tlnall7 

a d1am1ssal. The prlest naa clothed ln 'llhlte ln moat oulta. 

In t he cult of' Isla. all the 110%'ahlpera •e-re ctlothed ln 

wcmen•s cloth lng. and ln others, all WOl"a whlta.40 A per• 

petual .f'tre \7a a t he .f'ocal polnt or the 11 tura of Ml thl"a 

whlch consisted ot saarltlae, llbatlona and pra.,vera,41 In 

the F.S7ptlan cult of Oslrls and Isla t ·bo church llturg had 

advanoecl to t he stag, where t.tatlns and Vespers were held 

datly .~2 

I. ualo apparently' played an lmportant role ln the M7a• 

teey r e llglons aldlng the worshipers ln the f'eellng of' belng 

at one ~1th t he delt7.43 The eaztly Chl'lstlan church had a 

he~ltagc or h,mns, b~t apparently' because or the almllar use 

or muatc 1n the Ii!ysto:rlos, the ahUl"ch waged a heated battle • 

agalnat the cultla mualc of the heathen.44 In f'a.at the alm• 

llartty of' usage ln acme caaea was ao oloae that lt la re• 

corded that durlng the re·tgn ~ the Second Flavlan ~perws 

and before Constantine made hla pact •lth the Church, one 

heard of hymns belng sung b7 the leglonarle• of' the Emplre 

40s. Angus, ~• ill.•• PP• l.Sl ff. 

41Loula Duchesne, .22.• oltp1 P• 398• 

4as. Angua, !2,.t alt,, P•. 126•. 
43Jobanne■ Qua■ten, !2• alt.,. PP• 61 r. 
44Ibld., PP• 81 r. -


