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es 
connectlon wlth the secrets ot the Myaterlea, "dloere al 

dlcere llae?'et, cosnosaere al llaerot aucUN.nS9 'l'be same 

author deso1'"1blng the events just before hla lnltlatlon �s�a�y % � 

that, "Then was all the laity and protane people oomuanded 

to depart •••• 0 30 Only the lnltlated were a11owed to see 

the secl'"ct rites whlah attended the dedloatlon ot Apu1elua. 

Eostaq 

Thoop.lla.ny was an important part ot the Mysta:rlea, and 

lts occurl'"ence wan sald to be sra.nted to the lnltlatea~ The 

anclent mlnd was predlspoaed to suoh manlteatatlona and 

vlalons, and they ooou:rred f'l'equent:q ln dreams, trances, 

ecstasy, and varlous hnnotlc oondltlona.31 Fl'cm thls lt la 

not dlftlcult to reallze that at tlmea stress on aplrltua1 

eoataoy mn wlld. rt oan be .aald that the premise to the 

lnltlate of entl'li.noe into lntlma.te unlon wlth the deltJ' was 

generally accompllahed thl'OUSh eaataay d same klnd.32 To 

see thla ca:1;Tlod lnto praotloe one need only re~er to the 

appearance of Oalrla to Apuletua wbloh aeema to have 

ooourred ln a klnd ot eoatatlo vlalon.33 

29Apule~ua, 9.2• alt., P• 680. 
30zbtd.1 P• 579. -
3ls. Angus, .22.• olt., P• 135. 
82zbtd., P• 101. 
83Apulelua, m!.• at t., P• 89&• 
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r.taglc 

Bel.le!' ln magla was ve"/!7 populal- amongst the people of 

the day. The foll.owing ls a deacrlptlon of a wltoh slven ln 

the M'etamorphoses of Apuleius, and even thou(#l lt may be ex• 

tre:ne, tt ts probablJ' not ve17 far from What people thought 

possible ln r.ltchcratt. 

Verily she ts a maglolan, 'ffho baa power to Nle the 
heavens, to brtns down the •k7• to bear up the eanh.• 
tot~ t he ~ater into hllla, and the hllla lnto r11nnlng 
waters, to 11ft up the tel."roatrla1 aplrlta lnto the alr, 
• •. and to ltgbten the deep dal'kne1a or helJ..34 

Because of t he prevalence ot a bellef ln Dlaglo, lt la llttie 

wonder t hat the ?ityaterles were never able to oompletel.1' rld 

themselves or the element of magla ln the underatandlng of 

tbelr aeremonlca. conaequentl.7 a m:ratelfloua ettloaoy was 

attached frequently to the mere aot ot partaklng ln an:, pill'• 

tlcular oultlc act, apart trom •111" atreaa on a rlght motlon 

ot heart and wlll wlthtn the partlalpant. The aaaramenta 

eapeclally, lnatead ot belng condltloned by the aplrltua:J; 

receptlvlty of the lndlvldu&l• beoame vlrtublla ln thel~ own 

rlsht, thelr etrtoaoy reatlng more upon the almple opus 

opera.tum than &DJ'thlng elee,35 

THE POPULARITY OF THB Jz1YSHIU' RELIGIOUS 

'l'he reason ~or the popilarlty ot the Y;rater, rellglona 

34r,u.alua Apulelua1 IJ'he Golden A1•s edltJed bJ' H&l"ley 
Darton (lie• YOX'kt tlopjitli""1'1'i••• D• •, P• 49. 

36s. Ansua,· S• alt .. , PP• 864 ~. 
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llea chlef:cy, ln thla tbat they ana•ered the need of the dq 

and age. These rellglona aatlatled the dealN■ ot the 

hearts or many people. BJ' beoomlng a membel" or one of the 

Myaterlos an lndlvldual attalned a new stature, and the ohao• 

and uncertainty or the tlmoa r0t1nd abau.t hlm vanlahed ln the 

acqulrlng or a kn0\'7ledgo of an evangel vhlah waa dealgned to 

na.ke a person ccmtortable ln the unlverae ln llhloh he 

llved.36 Tho masses sought and .tound aalvatlon ln the UJ'•• 

te17 rellglona, wh.lcb promlaed aacl'&JD8nta1 gN.ae here ln 

thla llte, as well as a blessed .tuture ln the age to aaaa.37 

In oonolualon one might say that lt was the Nsponalveneaa 

to the longing or the human heart on the pal't o.t the L"7a.., 

terlos wh loh gave them such power and pe:maanenae over and 

above that lnsptred by the gOl'geou.a and atti-aotlve r11iua1 

they set up.38 

37Ibld., P• 228. 
38A. s .• Geden, .22.• alt., P• 1• 



CP'.AP.rER V 

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE f.t!'STER! RELIGIOUS 

AND CHRISTIANITY 

Conf'esalon 

When an lndlvldual nlahed to enter a "7ate17 cu1t, he 

uaa ttrst requlred to undergo examlnatlon and vartoua fOl'ma 

of dlsc i pltnaey prepamtlon. !le 1'1aa forced to aubmlt to a 

cathartic process whereby the uncleanness of the flesh was 

supposedly ren1oved. In conf"Ol'llll ty wlth the eaoterlo nature 

or the Mysterles, the proapeatlve member was required to· 

take an oath of secrecy aonaemlns the oeremonlal trans• 

actlons of which he was to become a par1;.1 

From repoi-ts by .Juvenal and Apul.elua lt appears that tn 

several Myate~lea the neophytes were required to oon1'eaa 

thelr stns as part ot the pitooeas of prepara.tlon. It was a 

klnd or oonfesslonal bavlng ln outllne the elements of a pen• 

ltentlal system and an absolutlon. · '!he prleat generally act. 

ed as the repreaentatlve ot the deity ln exaotlns the contea• 

alon and pronouncing elther forglveneas or penance. One 

mtght venture to say that ln tbl1 area the J&yaterlea seem to 

have antlclpa.ted Cathollolm and the eatabllabment ~ a Con• 

teaslonal. The ayatem or the lfJ"1terlea was leas rlgld• lt la 

1s~ Anpa, The ff1:•t•ra-Re1lllcms and Chrlatlanltz: (Hew 
YOl'lc:1 Charles soffl'nerl• ona, t sBJ, pp.' §d ff 9 
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true, but the elemonts of the penltentlal qstem weN thore 

wtth tho prcmtae or the absolutlon tor uneasy devoteea.2 

Baptlam 

It ls unce'X'tatn uhether the Mysterles belleved ln the 

axlatenoe ot orlglnal aln, but they bad a baptlamal ael'Ylae 

to wash away the alns or the lnltland. 'l'heae baptlsma, or 

lustral J)Ul'lflcatlons, were a requlalte, and were pertOl'med 

according to rltes whlch were aaretully preaarlbed.3 Por• 

ph'Y'l7 ls sald to have reported that the lnltlate lnto the 

rttes of :'.ltt hra unde?'flent a baptism that was by total lm­

moroton, and wh tch was aald to explate the alns of the person 

ao baptlzea.4 Mlthralsm, \'lhloh was prcmlnent ln thla use of 

luatral purlt lcatlona, approa.ahed T&J!"S' aloaely to the usage 

or baptism 1n the Ohrlatlan churah.s Tartulllan la quoted 

as aaytng ntth reapeat to tbla uaage ot baptlam ln the J,IJ'a• 

tef!"S' l'ellgf.ons, 

In oertaln myaterlea, ••8• of Iala and Mlthfta.1 lt la 
by Baptlam (per lavaarum) that members are lnltlated 
• •• ln the Appollnai-lan and the neualnlan rite■ they 
&l'e baptlzed, and they lmaglne that the reaul.t or thla 
bapttam la i-egenaratlon and the itemlaalon or the 

9Ibld. -3 Ibld., P• 81. -4P. Legge, FOl'e~er■ and Rl•l• ~ Chl'latllanlt7 
( Cambridge I Cambrldge~lveri11'/ Ph■•• ---.t\fiS), P• 186. 

6Pz.anz Cm?lcmt. Dte~sterlen de■ ltltbN., autOl'lalerte 
deutache Auagabe voacle4 . de&lah-n:etpalg und Ber1ln1 
Ve:rlag von n. o .. Teubrier, 1928), pp., 181 r. 
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penaltlea of. thelr alna.6 

Gaden reports that Tertulllan l)l'onaunoea thla vel'dlot cm the 

J>Nlotlaea of the Myaterlea, "they oheat themaelvea wlth 

aprtnss that yteld no llvlng water.•7 But the almllai-lty 

exlats. It ls to be boma ln mlnd1 however, that theae 

baptlama.l rltes of the fqsterlas were not atatla ln rltual 

OP character so tbat over a period ot tlma aonaldara.ble 

vartatlons and modltlaatlons took plaoe.8 Doe■ thla taat 

perhaps tndtcate the lnfluenae ot some outalde aOUl'ae upon 

the ~yste:ry oultaf 

Asaetlalam 

Aaoetlalsm was prevalent ln the oentultlea pNoedlns, 

and aubsequent to; the Ohltlatlan en. It waa not aomethlng 

enttre'ly" stranse and torelsn to the peop~• ot the d..,.. By 

some auth0l'lt1es 1t la regarded as an example ot the lntlu• 

ence of the oharaoterlatloa ot ortental oontemplatlon on the 

Western world. The power ot the Weat was gradually auaaumb• 

lng to the aplrlt ot the Baati.e .bothe~ aapeot ot the praa• 

tloe of aaoetlalam ln the West waa that lt ••• paz-blJ' a re• 

volt tram the exae111ea J)Ntva1ent ln the •B•• It waa almpl.J' 

6s. Ansua, SE.• alt., P• 81 
7A. s. Geden, llith.N.lam (Londmu 'l'he Kaamlllan co., 

1996), P• 43~ · 

8s. Angus, S• alt,, P• ea. 
9zbtd., pp, 2:10 ~. 
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the swtnc of tho pendulum f'rcm one extl'em8 to the other.10 

So the lnttlands of the Myate!'J' oulta taund aatlataatlon ln 

the rlgws of the lnttlatlon oaremonlea.11 

The ascetto praottoea ln the Jqaterlea took matQ" fmma. 

Pl-tor to lnltlatton lnto the Uysterlea of Iala there waa ln• 

Volved a long pt9eparatlon perlod whlah lnoluded, bealdea the 

ouatoma.17 sprlnkllng1 wltll oonseoratad water, an abatlnenae 

fran meat.12 Thls abatalnlns from meat, ln Ql'der that the 

lnltland mlght approa.ah to the. Knowledge of tbe rellglon ln 

a state ln whlohhe was rltuallJ' alean and apt, la lndloatad 

ln Apuletus.13 Fastlng ln general aeema to have been an &a• 

oepted part of preparatlon.14 Mlthl'alam was not wlthout lta 

ascetlcs.15 For thls reason CUmont aaya that Chrlatlanlty 

was almllar to the ault of J-.flthl'& ln tta atreaa on aaaet• 

lolam.16 Ju.venal ls quoted as &&J"lns o~ a devotee~ Iala 

10rbtd., P• 218. -11Ibtd~, P• 42. 
12oerhard Uhlhorn, Contllot ~ Chl'latlanljl: wtth ~artr::1c;·F,:g!:;ds::;ght:~•t';~~cia:o:: ;!;y~~ 

Charles Scrlbner•a Sona, 1912), P• ass. 
13Apulelua, The Golden A■a, tnnalated b7 o. \V• Adllng• 

ton and revised hn• diaeiee1l,ondon1 Wllllam Heineman Ltd,, 
1928), PP• 5?5 ~. 

1'1:btd., PP• 593 fe -
lf>Loula Duahe11ne, §}! Jllat;v. ~ the Chrlattan Church 

(London, John~. 1 . • i, 8 • - -

16Fra,ns cumont, a" alt., PP• 181 ~f. 
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that, 

She wlll break the loe and deaaend lnto the 1'1Tel' ln 
wlnter; thrtoe a momlng ahe wlll bathe 1n the Tlber 
and lave her tumld head ln lta deptba. Then, wlth 
bleedlng knees, she wlll oreep, naked and ahiJ•rlns, 
ove11 the \Vhole length ot the campus Jlartlua. 

Belons lng to the r.iysterlea was ooatl7, often lnvolvlng a 

great amount of prlvatlon. 'l'here were expenalve robes to be 

Plll'ahased, beautlful statues to be pald tor, and extenalve 

Pilgrimages to be made.18 A■ an example of' the laat mentlon• 

ed point Juvenal la mentlotied as aa7lng ot a devotee, 

If the whtte•robed Io aamnanda, the devote• wlll go to 
the oonflnes ot Bsn,t and wlll 08.1'17 baok the dealNd 
waters i'rom the cold Mel'oe, that ahe lll&J' aJ)l'lnkle them 
tn !sls 1 shrlne.J.9 

And so ln t he Myatoey oulta asoetilo Pl'&Otloea of all klnda 

Were engaged in such as prolonged taata, absolute contlnenoe, 

severe bodily mutllatlons, palnflul tlagellatlona, unoanf'ol"t• 

able pllgrlmages to hol7 plaooa, anc;1 oontrlbutlona to ohvoh 

tunda. That ls, maD7 ot the foma ot aaoetlolam ,Pl'&Otloed 

b7 saints and m7stloa ot all agea, lnoludlns those ln tbe 

Chrlstlan ohuroh.20 

Int tlatlon. 

Because of the aecreoy am-owUng muah ot the oel'amODJ' of 

1 '1s. Ang11a, . .!R.• olt., P• a,. 
18xbld., PP• 1'6 ~~. -
19:Ibld., P• es. 
an.. -1:bld., P• ea. -
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the !IJ'sto:rlos, :relatlve].J' llttle ls known or tbe aatual: ln• 

ltlatton ~ites ~a they were perfOl'llled by the varlous oulta.21 

It ls ltnoVln that mualo and danalng played an lmportant 

role, helptng to provide an added aathal'ala.ae It la JDO!le 

lmportnnt to note that the Mysteries were revealed generally 

b7 degrees to the lnltlatas. There exlated levels or under• 

standing and enl1ghtemnent.23 In the Uyaterles of Mlthra, 

1'01~ exmnple, the varlous de8'1'eaa of aonsecratlon or ln• 

ltlatton went under varlOWI tltlea auah aa crows, raven■, 

W&l"l'lo:rs, and llons. The novlaea had to go through elghty 

dlaolpltnes in all ln order to progress to the most elevated 

class. These dlsalpllnea involved fastlng, the :ra.ak, hor• 

Pora, flagellatlons, and ma.117 other welrd forms of asaetlalam 

and torture. All strove to be full warrlora or Rlthra.24 It 
ls lnterestlng that sane authorltlea reaognlze a · almllal'lty 

bet~een the above mentloned rltos and the aeremonlea perfOl'm• 

ed 1n Fl'eemasonal'J" today.95 But ln aonneotlon wlth ChJtlatl• 

anlty lt ls thought by sane that the dlatlnatlon between 

Clerlcs, Full•Chrlstlana, and cateahumena, whlah exlated ln 

the oh'Ul'ch of the early aenturtea, has· lta analog ln the 

21Ibld •, P• 92. 
82Johannes Quaaten, Kualk und Geaana (Uiinater1 Varlas 

dor Aachendorf'aahea. VerlagabiohliaadiUDg,~930), PP• 45 ~f. 

23Louls Duoheane, 9.2• alt., P• ao,. 
2.foemard lJhlhorn, !I!.• olt., P• aa,. 
B&toula . Dtlaheane, !I!.• olt., P• 895. 
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MyateJ1les nlth their d1st1not1on of I",,,, T o.r~r 0 '. 

la.,11,..:.., Toe, .2a The idea of degrees ex1stlng la the Chrlatlan 

aon319egatlon ls bome out by the following quotation of st. 

Cy'Jlll or Je:t'Uealem ln the Fourth Cateahetlaal Leoture, as 

mentioned by Kuhn. 

These l!ysteries (parables) the church ccmmualcatea to 
h t n1 who ts going out of' the qlaas ot oatoohumeaa. Nor 
ls tt custmmuwy to reveal them to the heathen; tor we do 
not tell to any heathen the secret ~yaterles oonoemlng 
the Fo.the:r, and the son and the Holy Ghost. trelther do 
ue openly and plalnly speak or them amons the cate­
chumens, but only ln a covert and secret manner, ao

27 that the f'altbf'ul who lmow them may not be lnjul'ed. 

According to Kuhn, Moshelm ls ln accord alth the ldea, be• 

llevtne that the Chrlstlans adopted ln common wlth tho pagans 

t he plan of' dlvldlng the sac:rad of'f'laea. But ?ttoahelm resard­

ed lt as being baslcally a dlvls1on or two classeaJ one 

publlc to whlch everyone was fl'eal.7 admltted resardleaa of 

hls status of lnltlatlon, the othe~ secret from whlah all the 

unprotessed were exaludad.28 It ls hlgbl.7 dlvertlng to hear 

the vtew expressed that when later on ln the htat017 of the 

Chrlstlan church the dlatlnctlon between the truth for the 

OO{!llosa~ntt and the simple truth ror the multltude was bPoken 

down; then lt ~as that Chl'latlanlty took a step tovarda de• 

Pl'&vl ty as Woll as away .tram papnlam. In other WOl'da the 

86icar1 Eeuaal, K?.9ndlum der K1Pah'¥,eaahlahte 
('l'ublngen1 Verlag von • c. B• ~. DS7, P• 'IS. 

2'1Alvln Kuhn, Shadow ~ ~ Thlrd Centm (S8'1 l4Ul'N.J' 
st., Ellzabeth a, u. 3. 1 Aeaaem;r &eaa, -101~ P• 125, 

281:btd. 1 P• 131. 
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leavtng out or a ayatem. or hlgh truth tor the te• -• a loss 

to the ohUl'ch.29 

Canmunlon 

In t he i4ysterlos thore was a atrlvlng to be at one wlth 

the delt7. Th S.s involved the tdea of a aamnunton whloh aou.ld 

be attained ln many ways. Perhaps the most lmpreaslve ot 

these was t he to.Ul'oboltum, or bath tn bull's blood. A aao• 

rlflolal bull was alau~tered on a plattOl'lll under 'l'lhlah the 

lnltlate was placed, and the blood drlpped thl'ough to cover 

hlm. ~ls head and body and all hls gal'm8nta were aa1Nrated 

Vlth blood; ho tUl'lled up hla head and held lt ao that the 

blood ml[Sht trloklo upon hi.a llps, ears; eyes and noatrllaJ 

he molstened hls tongue wlth lt and aaaramentall.7 drank lt. 

A vartatlon of thls was tho orlobollum, or bath ln l'aJllla 

blood. From these aeremonlea aame the talth ln the lnltlate 

bellevlng that he uas pu-l.tled ti-om aln and bOl'n agt.Ln tor 

etemtty. Thls purltloatlon ln acme case■••• wppoaed to be 

valld over a perlod of twenty 7e&l'a. Hevertheleaa, lt la here 

ln the taurobollum, deaplte lta ma.glaal eftlaao7, tlat Angwa 

oonalders one has a rltual \'lhloh le aloseat ln lta approaah 

to the rellglon ot the aroaa.30 Indeed one la N.ther 

startled to sec the almllarlt,. between tJhe oonmmnlon aup• 

posed to be ef~eated wlth the . delty ,tbrcmdl the taurobollum, 
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and the at-oneness wlth, and the torslveneaa of alna .tran, 

god whloh wa.s ,belleved by the ohUroh to take plaae ln 

Baptlsm. 

Doatl'lne of Resenoratlon 

The more splrltual and the m01'e mature the My,atierlea be• 

came, t he 61'eatel' IJl'GW the populal' demand ttll' aome fOl'III of 

dootrtne of res eneratlon.31 One erireme fOl'lll of thought ln 

thls area oonc,elved or the lnltlate aa belng made god. It 

would seem t hat perhaps Irenaeua was lnf!luenoed by thla ldea 

present ln tho M7stel'lea 'l'lhen he as.ya that God became man ln 

order t~t men mlght be dlvlne.39 The apotheoala of the ln• 

dlvldua.l ln the tysterlea was achleved ln a number ot •&J'•• 
One of these involved a IIIJ'■tlo ldentlflcatlon wlth the delty. 

The follower was the aame peraon aa the god. Thla la ex• 

pressed ln the phrase, "I am thou, an• thou a.rt r.n33 

Another wa.7 of aohlevlng dlvlne Nblrth •• through the Pl'O• 

aeaa or dlvlne lndvelllng. The god waa supposed to be aatu• 

ally l)l'asont ln the person. One can pel'hapa ampare thla 

wlth the expreaalon of Paul ''Chrlat ln 7011", whloh oacui-a ln 

hla eplatlea ln the Blble.34 The heresy of Pelaglanlam whlah 

gz-eatly dlaturbed the Church ln the tltth oent1117 involved 

31Ibld., P• 98e 
39rcarl !!eua■ l, !I!.• .!.!.t•, P• 6'1. 
33s. Angua, SI!.• alt., P• no. 
~4Col. 1:271 CJa.1. StBOe 
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a delatlc aonaeptlon of man•• i-elatlonahlp to hla Maker and 

aonaequently bears acmo resemblance to the vlew held ln sane 

or t he Mysterles.35 

l'lorsblp 

The concept of a aongl'egatlon exlsted ln a dlluted ~orm 
. 

ln sme of t he Myate:r,- rellglons. Thls la seen eapeolall.J' ln 

?:ltth!'alsm whe:rae. ln order to eaoape pera•autlon. they en• 

rolled t heir aongresa,tlon■ as member■ ot legally accepted 

funora.17 sooletlea.36 The congr.egatlone ot the Uyaterles 

celebrated sei-vtces of a publla as nell as a prlvate naturel7 

Chrtsttanlty was veI7 slmllar to the cul.tot Hlthlta ln ualng 

Sunday as a day of worship whloh na observed by the latter 

as the day of' the 111n. 38 It seem• as though December 25, 

Wblah Vias t he "natale Solla 'lnvlotttt for the Mlthl'altes. -.a 
adopted by the Chl'latlan ahul'ch l~ tbelr lltU1'glcal calendar. 

It should be noted, however, tbat thla date waa alao a pop~ 

ulal- f'east day f'oi- other confl'atemltlea.39 

Llttle ls known or th~ actual aei'Yloea themselves ln fihe 

EJ'atertes, as moat of the worahlp was behlnd aloaed doors. 

( 
35nenja.mln Warfield, Studlea ln Tel'tulllan and Aupatlne 

New Y01'k1 O.xf"ord Unlvoralti7 ri'e■a~Sb), P• lei-;-
36Herbe:r.t Workman, Peraeautlon la the TslJ Chul'ah 

(Claolanatl1 Jennlag■ and diatiim, i9blr)";"p. • 
3 '1s. insws, !l!.• a'lt., P• 191. . . 
38Pi.nz ~ont, !E.• !!!.•• PP!9 181 t. 
39taula Duoheane, 91!.• alt., P• 396. 
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But tho sex-vloes apparently uauall7 aonalated ot hpma,, ad• 

Ol"&tlon. sacrlfloe, and prayers. Thora was a mOl'Dlng lltany, 

a sprtnk l.tng of' hol7 nater, an antiphonal chant, and tlnall7 

a d1am1ssal. The prlest naa clothed ln 'llhlte ln moat oulta. 

In t he cult of' Isla. all the 110%'ahlpera •e-re ctlothed ln 

wcmen•s cloth lng. and ln others, all WOl"a whlta.40 A per• 

petual .f'tre \7a a t he .f'ocal polnt or the 11 tura of Ml thl"a 

whlch consisted ot saarltlae, llbatlona and pra.,vera,41 In 

the F.S7ptlan cult of Oslrls and Isla t ·bo church llturg had 

advanoecl to t he stag, where t.tatlns and Vespers were held 

datly .~2 

I. ualo apparently' played an lmportant role ln the M7a• 

teey r e llglons aldlng the worshipers ln the f'eellng of' belng 

at one ~1th t he delt7.43 The eaztly Chl'lstlan church had a 

he~ltagc or h,mns, b~t apparently' because or the almllar use 

or muatc 1n the Ii!ysto:rlos, the ahUl"ch waged a heated battle • 

agalnat the cultla mualc of the heathen.44 In f'a.at the alm• 

llartty of' usage ln acme caaea was ao oloae that lt la re• 

corded that durlng the re·tgn ~ the Second Flavlan ~perws 

and before Constantine made hla pact •lth the Church, one 

heard of hymns belng sung b7 the leglonarle• of' the Emplre 

40s. Angus, ~• ill.•• PP• l.Sl ff. 

41Loula Duchesne, .22.• oltp1 P• 398• 

4as. Angua, !2,.t alt,, P•. 126•. 
43Jobanne■ Qua■ten, !2• alt.,. PP• 61 r. 
44Ibld., PP• 81 r. -


