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attempted to escape, the cohorts of Caesar quickly caught and murdered
him on the coast of the Egyptian Delta. After Pompey's death, Antipater
switched his fidelity and began to plan how he could win the favor of
the victorious caosar.5

The first opportunity for Antipater to give aid to Caesar was in
Egypt. Caesar had trevelled to Egypt to repel the remnants of Pomcey's
arny, Vhen he arrived, the fzmed Roman general found thz=t his troops
and supplies were not sufficient to deol with the opposition. Conse-
quently Caesar's poslition mas dangerously desperat.e,' for he stood to
lose an importent campaign., His dilemma was egzravated because of the
distance between Egypt and his source of supplies which was now in
Syria with his general !iit.'n-idate.e’ Furthernore, lithridates was forced
to remain in jskelon since the Arsbian sheiks wmho held the Pelusian Pass
refused to zllow the Roman army passage through to BEgypt. It is at this
decisive moment that Antipater arrived with three thousand armed Jews.
Tals ammy was composed of Arabians and Syrlans, both of whom had been
persuaded by Antipater to join in the fight to aid caosa.r.7 Antipater
was able to influence the Arsbians because shortly before he had mar-

ried the daughter of on eminent family among these 1::3!:1:»].9.8 In ad-

dition, these particular Arabiens were also Idumeam,9 and Antipaterts

Aartin Noth, The History of Israel (London: Adam & Charles Black,
1958)3 pPe 406,

6A. H. K. Jones, op. cltes Po 27.
7% Book i, 9, 3.
8rid., Book 1, 8, 9.

pnticuities, Book xiv, 8, 1.
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father, as well as Antipater himself, had been governor of Idumaa..m
In fact, it ssems quite possible to assume that in the light of past
performances, political connections, and the lack of historical data to
the contrarmy, iAntipater was still guite influencial in Idumea. On the
other hand, Antipater scems to have used a more negative approach with
the Syrians, who after speasking with Antipater were very zealous to join
him lest they "appear behindhand in their alacrity for caeaar."n

With these added reinforcements Mithridates was able to besiege the
city of Pelusian which controlled the pass. During the siege Antipater
distinguished himself with his bold courage and fighting @ility. The
slege was succesaful and the hybred army continued its journey to Egypt.
Along the way Antipater induced the Egyptians of Jewish descent living in
0::~:l.<m,,3“"2 vihich other historians deduce to be He]iopolia,n not only to
allow the army safe passace to Egypty but also to join them in thelr
crusade to aid Caesar in Egypt. This aid was attzined when Antipater
revealed some epistles of Hyrcanus who was respected by these Jews.
The aid consisted of men, arms, provisions, and money. Iiow when the
Jews in lemphia heard of this actlon they also declded to aid the Roman
amy. Manpower mas the chief source of aid the Jems of kemphis con-

tributed to the a:mv-y'

Ysuora, p. 9.
1L ms, Book ﬂv’ 8’ 1.
Ibid,

lsﬂ.i H- 3‘-!- Jones’ Lo_c_i .ei-ﬁi

Lepntaouities, Book xiv, 8, L.
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On the Egyptian Delta the Mithridates/Antipater army participated
in its first engugenent in the Battle of the Jewish Camp. The battle
lines were drawn, acd both armies were divided into two segments. A
pitched battle ensued with Antipater and Mithridates commanding the
left and right flanits respectively. Mithridates was wounded and his
comnand faltersd, but Antipater led his men to quick victory and then
proceeded %o wanjuish the Egyptians wiho were defezting Mithridates,
The victory was complete. It is interesting to note that this man who
is particularly noted for his diplomatic and political talents also
posseseed considerable military ability. This is true not only with
regard to tacticaq. maheavers, but also to personcl intestinal fortitude.
In addition, while Mithridates wes in all probability leading his omm
trained and seazsoned Roman troops, Antipater only had a collection of
untrained romadic insurgenta. Noting this, one can begin to appreciate
the military achievement of Antipater. In support of this achievement,
Josephus mentions that Antipater lost fifty men while Mithridates lost
eight hundred :':an.l'5

Noting the contribution of Antipater and his native ability,
Mithridates sent a glowing account of the battle to Caesar in which he
openly stated that Antipater had been personally responsible for the
victory. when Caeser heard this, he commended Antipater and decided to
use his talents for the good of Ro;ne. Thus it was that Antipater became
the commander of Caesar?!s shock troops in the battles that followed in
Egypt. Serving in this czpacity, Antipater was wounded several times.

151big. , Book xiv, B, 2.
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Finally, Caesar brought tho Egyptian campzign to & victorious conclu~
s:l.on.16

Caesar Alds Antipater

A8 soon as Caesar returned to Syria he revealed his gratitude for
the aid given him by Antipater. Caesar conferred Roman d.t.tzenst'iip upon
him and gave him personsl tax exemption. In addition, Hyrcanus ‘nas con=-
firmed as high priest because of the assistance Antipater had given

Caesar in 'E‘.,r_:;;‘,r;_ﬂ'..:i'vir

in the ineantime Antigonus, the surviving son of Aristobulus, felt
that this was a good time to catch Caesar!'s ear and brought his gase
before the ruler in Syrlia. Among the charges Antigonus prasent.efi against 1
Antipater were the indictments of murder and the violent oppressive rule

of Judea. The charge of murder referred to the deaths of his father and . 5. ¥ i
brother which Antigonus felt were connected with Antipater, ' Against
such charges Antipater had little difficulty in defending himself, es-
pecielly since the hearing followed Caesar'!s display of favor to
Antipater montioned choves Pointing to the past seditious activities
of Antigonus, Antipater contrasted this with his own fidelity to the
Ronan cause.l® To illustrate his point, Antipater displayed some of
the wounds he had accumulated while serving Caesar in mypt.lg Caesar
was convinced, Antipater was given more honor and Antigonus wias sent

187ars, Book 1, 9, 46.
17.&., Book 1’ 9’ 6|

18 \atdouitios, Book xiv, 8, 4.
lgm BOOk 1, 10, 2 :
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away empiyhanded.

After the "grialn of Antipater, Caesar conferred additional privi-
leges wpon Antiputer, Hyrcanus, and the Jewlsh people. Hyrcznus wos
told that he was worthy of his high priestly office. Antip:ter wes given
the office of procurator or administrator of Judes, =nd either Antipater
or Hyreznus reccived permission to rebuild the walls of Jerusslen.
Josophus scems vo contradict himself on which man actudlly received the
permission to rebulld the city walls, At one time Antipater seems to
have had the hm:or,aa and et another time Hyrcanus secemed to be the
nan.? In eny event, Hyrcanusimasiconfirmed!in thelherediteryiofficelos
high priest znd mas also appointed to the hereditary office of "ethe
narch." Thesc rights wers to be valid also for Hyreccnus! sons. Immune
ity from militory subscription and lenient tax regulations were awarded
to the Jems. Luch of the land which had been removed by Fompey in 63
B.C. was now roturned, together with the seaport Joppa. The religlous
community of Jerusalem was zranted the power of self-jurisdiction and
freecdom of 1=:c.‘::-sh:'|.,r>.22 These are scme of the most important concessions

which Julius Caesar grented to the Jews in recognition of Antipater's
service to Rome.

L pntisuities, Boak xv, 8, 5.

m‘ﬁ'ara, Bool i, 10, 3.
%2 ationities, Book xiv, 10, 2-6.



CHAPTER VI
ANTTPATER'S DYNASTY IS ESTABLISHED, THREATENED, AND SEALED
Dynasty Established

Afteor Caesor left Syriz to go agalnst Pharnaces, Antipster set about
arranging the country under the existing government. Almost immediztely
he began ralsing the walls of Jerusalem mhich had been destroyed in 63 B.
C. Through threats and rational advice, Antipater pacified the riotous
element in the land. The people could moke the choice of peace and live
in hormony with Hyrcanus and Antipater, or they could be given to insur—
rection, If the foymer decision was held, the people would find Hyrcanus
and Antipoter kind and aniable. IS, however, the latter choice was maine
talned, the Jeows would find Antipater, Hyrcanus, and the Romans hard
masters and Lyrants. Thus the people could choose betmeen 2 severe or
gentle procurator in Antipater; a tyrant or king in Hyrcanus; a friend
or enemy in Rome.l This quick action by Antipater carried wmeight, for
he was now the official Roman appointee in Palestine,

Since he was now in a position of officlal command, and since he
was more securc in that position than ever before, Antipater began his
move to introcduce his two sons into the political arena, In this cause,
Antipater not only made his eldest son Phasaelus governor of Jerusalem
and its surrounding territory, but he also committed the administration
of Galilee to Herod. This is an important step for Antipater who was

LAntiquities, Book xiv, 9, 1.
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anare of the fierce Jewish pride in the pure royal blood which the Jems
desired in their rulers. Yet, regardlesa of the emnity, both national-
istic and personsl, Antipater decided this was the time to introduce
his most positive step in esteblishing his dynaaty.z

History proves that Antipater's decision was a good one, for both
his gons were gifted with uncommon administrative shilities. Both
Herod and Phasaelus beczme active in their official duties and revealed
aany of the same attributes which had made their father the strongest
political force in Palestine, OF the two sons,; Herod was the first to
voveal his ability. Galilee was moted for its zealous patriots and of=-
ten the revolts which arose in the land origlnated among these people.
At the time Herod began as govermor, & band of brigands were overrun-
ning Galilee and the neighboring parts of Syria. Realizing that this
would be of advantage to him, Herod took steps to suppress the robbers.
His attempt was very successful. Herod captured and executed Hezekiah
who wias the leader of the marauding band. Vhen the Syrians and ea-
pecielly the Roman Governoy of Syria, Sextus Caesar, heard of Herod's
achievement, he was pleased and commended Herod for his prompt action.
8ince Sextus was a relation of Julius Caesar, the political advantage
of Herod's move is quite evident.’ &

lfeanwhile, the elder son Phaszelus was also making headway in and
around Jerusalen. Because of his diplomacy, the people of Jerusalem
came to regard Phaseelus as a fair and just mler. Phasaelus was

ZMU, Book xiv, 9, 2.
*Ibid,
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meticulous in the administration of his public affairs. He sawm to it
that his actions remained honest and that no one usurped his authority.
Conseguently, the Jews bore this just man the good will only accorded to
those highly est.eomad.l' Vhen we zid tiis to Herod's activities in
Galilee, it iz not difficuit to understand why the people a3 a whole
held the chief administrator and sire Antipater in great respect. In
fact, at this time Antipater had reached the zenith of his political
Career as far as the people were concerned. kHe was honored as only an

gbsolute lord end king would be honored.s
The Dynasty Threatened

The pomer of Antipater and his sons aroused the displeasure of the
different politieal factions in Jerusalem. This is mot difficult to
understand, for politically speaking, as long as Antipater was in power,
the other narties and would-be-rulers were barely on the periphery of
any politiczl influence., Then again, the actions of Antipater?s sons
revezled two capable men who had proven their ability to retain the
political ascendancy gained by their father. Consequently there wes
an attempt to decrease, znd, if possible, to stop the growing popularity
of Antipater. The plan was to strike at the sons and not at Antipater
hinself. These Jeuwish leaders did not relish the prospect of matching
vits with Antipater who had more than once proved his mastery over them.
After casting aspersions of embezzling at Antipater, the faction

y OT

5E§I‘£s Book i, 10, 5.
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directed their main attack against Horod, who of the two sons, seemed to
pos3ess the greater ability to carry on his father!s political caraer.6

Under pressure from these politicians, Hyrcanus summoned Herod to
appear before the Sanhedrin, The charge against Herod was that in exe=
cuting the brigends and their chief Heseidsh, he had abused the juris-
diction cf the Sanhedrin by teking a life without the consent of this
iSupreme Councilm of the Jows. Hyrcanus was told that this action re-
vezled the muling rcle which Antipater now possessed. It should be re-
nemberead that nominglly Hyrcanus was "ethnarch” and high priest of the
Jeus, and as such shouvld have been exerting the authority which Antipater
in reality had bsen e:r.erciaing.7 In addition to these arguments, the
dissenters sopealed to public opiniocn which wmas not rezlly opposed to
brigandose in Palestine., Singce the time of Judas Haccabeus brigandage
had o strongz political color. In addition, many of the great national
leaders azainst Rome afber Haccabees had been brigends at one time or
ancther. Gonsequently, Hezekiah had been somewhat of a natlonzl hero
among the common 5}&0{.\16.3 Perhgcps this sheds a little illumination
upon the choice which the Jews made between ;Iesus and Barabbas at
Gebbztha.? Under such presﬂt.xre, which was seascned with the maternal
wallings of the deceased robbers! parentage, Hyrcanus was induced o

6,Agbiguities, Bool: xiv, 9, 3.
paa.

8A. H. M. Jones, The Herods of Judsea (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1938), De 28.

Fuke 23:17-19.
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call Horod to trizl before the Senhedrin.:O

Herod came, but with an alr of dictatorial superiority which
frightened the Saznhedrin, The outcome of the trial seemed inevitazble.
It was inconceivable to assame that this group, over which Hyrcanus
exerted control, would execute the son of the unguestioned power in
Palestine. Furthermors, Sextus Czesar had written to Hyrcaznus demand-
ing that lerod be acquitted. Thus Hyrcanus, desiring to keep his own
position on amicable terms with Rome, made plans to exonerate Herod.
But the Sanhedrin had been rejuvenzted by the stirring spoech of a men
celled Sameas and 1t looked as if the judieial body would demand a death
sentence, Seeing that the verdict could be death, Hyrcanus advised
Hered to flee Jerusalem, In anger Herod fled, and when he arrived in
Damascus he was bent on revenge. His tool for vengeance was to be the
Romen army of Celesyria, which Sextus gave him to command on his return.
Thus armed, Herced marched back to Jeruszlen to seek his vengeance.n

Such an action would permanently damage Antipater's position,
Open varfare could only earn the people!'s disdain and Roxe's displeasure.
Conssquently, Antipater reeched Herod before he entered Jerusalem, and
persuaded him against eny overt zction. Herod submitted to his father's
will when he was reminded of the political implications, and after.his
temper had been appeased with the knowledge that his display of arms had
frightened Hyrcanus, the Senhedrin, and the people in general.)® Thus

10snticuities, Book xiv, 9, 4.
Lrhid., Book xiv, 9, 4=5.

12paps, Book 1, 10, 9.
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conclliated, Herod returned to Galilee, and the attempt to overthzom
Antipater und his =ons failed shortly before success seemed certain,

The Dynasty Sealed

L}

& new Roman governor appeared in Syria. Caesilius Bassus, 2 mem-
ber of Pompey?!s party, ralsed a mutiny against Sextus Caeser, killed
him, and tcolc the jovermnorship by force. The Caesarian troops were
quickly marchaled and, together with Herod and Phasaelus whom Antipater
had sent, murched zgoinst Bassus. This was in the year 44 B.C. s the
8ame year Julius Czesor was assasinated by Brutus and Cassius .'1'3 In-
modialely after the assesinatlon, Cassius fled to Syria, mzde an al=-
liznce between Bassus and the Caesarian army, and became the lord of
thie Eas‘e..ll" Cassius hod come to Syria to raise money for the forth-
coming battle azsinst Octaviasn, Mark Antony, and Lepi.dos.ls

The £irst demand Cassius lzid upon the rulers was that they must
increase thelr taxes. In this respect he especicelly oppressed Judea.
Antipater apportioned the tribute of seven hundred talents and aprointed
bis two sons and several of his worst enemies to collect the taxass,
Herod collected his shore in record tlme, and was commended by Cassius.
However, others were not 28 zealous. As an objsct lesson, Cassius sold
several citles into slavery when the tribute was not assembled by
peageful mezns. It is intercsting to mote here that lizlicnus, an enemy

133- H. ¥. Jones, [+]213 9&.” p. 3.

Y sntdouities, Book xiv, 11, 2.
1tsrael Goldbors and Samson Benderly, Outline of Jewish Knowledge

‘(New Yorik: Bureau of Jewish Education, 1931), II, 498.
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of Antipater uwho was below hia allocated sum, was saved from death abt
Cassius! hand due to Antipetor's intervention. Antipater had persuaded
Hyzeanmus to pay the difference between the collected and the assigned
sun of :.105.‘.&::,'.:!‘5>

A8 gooh as Cassius left Judea iHallchus seriously plotted the death
of Antipater, The Iduueen found oub about this plot and fled bsyond
dordan whore he gathered an army and retumed to Jerusslem, But Mzlichus
denied any plot against Antipater. Although Antipater was content to
let the situntion remzin an opon iasus, the Governor of Syria, Marcus
by nane, was mob of the sane mind, In fact, Marcus would have executed
Mallchug if Antipoter hed not mediated in his l'.ta'nal.f.]'7 It is ironic
that Antipater twuice saved the man who seemingly instigeted his assassi-
nation,

In 43 B.C, Antipater mas polsoned. Hyrcanus was drevn umittingly
into the plot, since it was his butler who scems to have extended the
"goup da gyecer Lo mmipaber.ls If the opposition against Antipater
supposed that his desth would stop his rule, they were sadly mlstaicen,
Antipater had not groomed his sons for nothing; it was mt for nayght
that he had made alliances with Rome and thiereby grew stronger every
year; he had seen %o it that his sonse received valusble political
experience before he died, Thues it was that the death of Antipater

actunlly sealed his dream of a ruling dynzsty. Tho position of his

léAo He M. Jones, one cll.y Pe 32

Mpntiouities, Book xiv, 11, 3.
mm.’ Bmk ﬁv, ].1, 4.
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ons was Lo strong to be destroyed. Antipater had planned and brought
these pluns to f{ulfillment, and the world would clearly ses this ful-
fillment in his son Herod, cslled the Great.l? Josephus' epitaph for
this man iz, "and thus died Antipater, a man that had distinguished

himself for piety and Justice, and love Lo his country. n20

1artin Noth, The History of Isrzel (London: Adam and Charles
Black, 1955) , pp. 407f.

“pnticuities, Book xivy 1l, 4.



CHAPTER VIXI
POLITICAL MANIPULATIONS IN INTERNAL AND EXTERIAL AFFAIRS
Antipater!s Taslt As An Idumean

If Antipater was to fulfill his dream of a2 ruling dynasty it wmas
essenticl that he be able to control his subjects. This was not an casy
task, especially with the Jems. Rome had found that this little nation
was quite radicsl and constznt in revolting against the Roman leglons.
The Jews still yezrned for freedom from foreign rule. Time and time
again, the Jews had fought for a hopeless csuse with unconquersble
tenacity aguinst the mightiest army in the world. Shortly after
Antipater began his career, Pompey subjected this nationalistic country
to foreign domination. Reuembering their past servitude, the Jems were
constantly attemsting to overthrow the hated foreigners and regain
their politicel freedom, It was Antipater's task to pacify these people
and govera them. What made this task more complicated was that the Jems
regarded intipater as one cf the hated foreigners.® 4is fer as the Jews
were concerned, Antipater's Idumean lineage made him as bad as the
Romans.? This attitude is still held today among Jewish historisns,
one of whom refers to Antipater as "the vampire of the nat.‘l.c.m. n3

ll'I:-:ae::l. Goldbersz and Samson Benderly, O e of Jewish Knowledze
(Nem Yoric: BureaR of Jewish Education, 1931), III, A91ff.

%supra, pp. 8t.

3Heinrich Graets, History of the Jews (Philadelphia: The Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1941), 1I, 59.



