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b1m of both his ~.ingahip and high prJ.estl.y office. Hanover, be.fore 

Aristobulus departed for Judea., he was poisoned b7 Pompeana in Ro.me. 2 

tha method c,f extermination tor Ale:xanier was a bi1. different. Again 

on Pompey1 s orders, a man named Soipio beheaded Alexander tor cr.lmea 

committed aeainst. the Roman State. 1'hese er.I.mes referred to the 1"8-

belllous act.i~·it,y !le had perpet.rated in the peat years in an ettort to 

ove191:hron Antipa~r end Hyrcanua.3 Bv.l.dent.ly Pompey had .not felt it 

necess .. ry to !dll these two men prior to this time because ot a c81"ta!n 

81110Wlt or popularity the 1.110 men bad in the minds or the Jen. That 

this popularit.y c::Lsted can be soon by t118 tac1llty with tihich Ar1stobulw, 

and his sons gathered armies in their Dine .,years or battling agatnat 

Antipate:- and t l~ Ro!.ians. In addition Alexander had prev.Lousl.y married 

one of Hyi--oemzs' daughters, and thus could lq claim to both the l'018l 

and priestly of.fices. leglll'dl.eas ot this popular BJZDPathy PompeJ", vdth 

his back to the nall, emptied his eastern domain ot any potential ene­

mies. !huo e,eain one ca..'1 see my Ant.ipa'l.er •choae• to follon Pampe.r 1n 

opposition to Julius Caesar. 4 

.Antipater Aida Caesar 

Both Hyrcanl\s and .Antipater continued 1.o be on Pompoyt a aide until 

hia death 1n 48 s.c. Prior t.o his death., Pompey was conclusively dB­

.teated by Caesar in the Battle of Phanelua. Although Pompey bad 

2nm., Book 11 91 l. 

�~� • ., Boak 1, 9, 2. 

4aev. c. ii. Gl"Bllt, BatJ!IP \Ill hat,eente (Lonct»n: A & C Blaok, Ltd., 
Soho Square, 1918), P• 92. 
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attempted to escape., thG cohort.a of Caesar quickly caught. a.~d murd81'9d 

him on the coast or the Egyptian Del.ta. After Pompey' a dee.th• .Anti.pater 

•itched his .f'itlelity and began t.o plan hon ho could win the favor of 

the victorious Oe.oaar. 5 

The tu-st opportunity £or Ant.ipa.ter to give aid to Caesar nos in 

' Egypt. Caesar he.d trav:ellod to Egypt to repel. the 1'8mnanta of Pompey's 

81'!111• \')hen he arrived., the f'emed Roman genoral found th:!t. hie troops 

end supplies uere not suf.ticient to deal \11th the OP!)osition. Conse­

quentl.y Co.esa r's poa:1.t.ion was dangerously desperate, £or he stood to 

loGe an import.ant campaign. Hia dilemma was eagravated bemuse of the 

distance betneen Eg,ypt and bis source of supplies 11hich nas mw in 

Syria with ilia aeneral. 'it.:nridates. 6 Purthe:miore. W.thrJ.dates uas forced 

to remain in GKelon since the Arabian aha:Ucs who held the Pel.uaian Pass 

l"efused t.o allov, the Roman ~ passage through to B.upt. It is at this 

decisive moment that Antipater arrived with three thoUS21ld armed Jans. 

Thia a.my was composed of Arabio.ns and Syrians., both of whom had been 

persuaded by Antip::a.ter to join in the i'ight to aid Cac,aar. 7 Antipater 

naa able to in.f"J.uence the Ambiana because shortly before he had mar-
s l'ie:l the drmghter of en Gminent £a,."'llly among t.heae people. In ad-

dition., these oarticulo.r Arabians were also Idumeana. 9 and Antipatar•a 

'um-tin Noth, ob H1atorz s: Israel (LondDDI AdD/D & Charles Black. 
1958) ., P• 406. 

6 
A. H. K. Jom,s• 22• JIU&•, P• ;n. 

?!IIL Book 1• 9., 3. 
8 l!i!W.·• Book 1, s, 9. 
9Mt/ma1M••• Book xlv. s, 1. 
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father, as nell as Antipater bimael.£~ had been &l)T81"1101" of Idumea.10 

In faat, it aeoms quite possible to ausu.• that in the lldit ot past 

performances, polit.i.cal connections, and the lack ot hiator.l.oal data to 

tha contrary, .l\nt.i.pater was s1iill quite intlllencial. in Idumea. On the 

other hand., lmtipater seems to have l1Sed a more negative approach with 

the Syrians, 'rlho afier speaking with Ant.1.pater nere very zealous to .1o1n 

him lest they 11e.ppaar behindhand 1n their alacrl ty for Caeaar. n11 

!,1th t hese added reinforcements :.U.thride.tes waa able to basiege 'the 

city of Pelusia.11 Tih:iDll controlled the pass. Dll'!Lng tha siege Anti.pater 

distin{lllished hi1i1Self witll his bold courage and fighting a>ility. '!he 

aiege was a11ccessru1 and the h3bred azm.y continued its joume7 to EoPt,. 

Along the l 'ia.Y J\ntipater induced the .Egyptians ot J-1t,h descent living in 

Orion, 12 which othC" historians deduce to be Heliopolla., 13 mt only to 

al.lot: t,be army safe passage to Egypt• but al.so to join them 1D their 

crusade to aid Caesar in Ea,pt. tis aid was attained men .Anti.pater 

rnealea 80.11!8 epistles ot Hyrcanua abo was respeoted by these J••• 
The aid ccnai.sted of men, ams., prov.Latona., and money. flow men the 

Jews 1n r.taaphia heard of this action they alao deal.dad to aid tba Boman 
I anv. llanpower was the chief' source of aid the Jft8 of lllemphie oon-

t.ribu.tect to the e:rrq.14 

10 Supa, P• 9. 
u Art+.:I qµ;\Y,e 8 • Book xi. V 1 81 le 

l2xbi.d -· 13 
A. H. !.!~ Joma., J.22.• .e.1~ 

14ww;tt.tea. Book zlv, s, 1. 
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On the ~ypt.ian Delta the tithridatea/AnUpater am:, porticipatecl 

in its first 8."lt,.'!13.g8.fffi'nt in tho BattJ.e of the Jcmish Camp. The battle 

llnea were drm,r., and both armies 11ere divided into tno segmnts. A 

pitched bat.tie e.'lsued with AnU.pater and llithridatea com."llalldl.ng the 

left and right .rlenlcs reopectivel)·• Mithridates was ,roWlded and hia 

ccxamand !altered, but Antipa.ter led his men to ciuick v.l.otory ond then 

pzoceeded to va.nquish the gyptia.'1s ,,ho wero defeating !U.thrldatee. 

'l'he victo?-y ne.s complete. It is interesting to note that thia man who 

is particularly notecl for his diplomatic am political talents also 

possessed considerable !11:llltary ability. This is t:rue not onl7 m.th 

regard to t.act ical .maneu.vers, but also to personal intestiruil. fortitude. 

In addition, v;blle llithridates was in all probability loading hie om 

trained W'ld see.soned Roman troops 1 Antipater only had a collection of 

watrained v.omadic 1..'13uruenta. Not.1.ng this, one can begin to 8'"lJ)l"eCiate 

the military achievement or /mtip1?.ter. In support, of this achievement., 

Josephus mentions t lla:t. Antipatar lost. 1'ilt7 men while W. tbridates lost 

a1.ght h1.mdrerl i:nen. 15 

Mot.1.ng the contr.lbution ot Antipater and his nat.1. ve ab1llty 1 

titllrid.a.tes sen1; a glowiog account o£ t.he battle to Caesar in mioh he 

openly stated th3.t. .l\ratipator had been peraonal.ly' :responsible for the 

v.Lctor,y. When Caesar heard this, he coamended Ant.ipator and dealded to 

use his talents for the good ot Rome. 'D'lua it 11aa that Antipater beaama 

the commandor of C3esar• s shook 'troops in the battles that £ollcmed 1n 

Egypt. Serving in this 02.pacity, An1.ipater was ffOunded several times. 

1~., Book zt.y, 81 2. 
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·Final.l..v, Caeoar brougilt tho Egyptian campeign to a vlct.orJ.ous concl.J. 

sion.16 / 

Caesar Aida t"1t1.pator 
I 

I 
I 

As soon as Caesar returned to S,Yl"ie. be mealed his gratitudip tor 

the aid t'j.. ven him by A11Upa.ter. Caesar conterred Roman a1t1zwur/1p u.r»n 

him and cave him peraonEtl. tax e:xauption. In add1 ti.on, ~anu• ,,aa con­

firmed as high priest because 0£ the aaalataDCG .ADU.pater had. fjjJ. ven 

Caeaar in Egapt.17 

In the mea.."l'lame Ant.ig0nua, the aaniv:lng son of Aristobulus,, t~t 

that. thl.G 'l:"Jas a good time to ca.tch Oaesu1 s ear and brou,eht his ,ase 
' before the rul.er in Syria. Among the charges .Antigonua preseatef1 against 

Antipater nere tho indictment;s o! murder and the v.l.olent or,pwsfJive l'Ul.e 

of Judea. The charge ot murdor referred to the de~tha of hi~ .rather and 

brother which A..-itieonus t'olt uere connected ,'11th Anti.pater. • Against 
I 

such cilargoa ,\nt.ip>Ater had little dii'£icul.t.y in datending blmaeU, ea-

pecial.ly since tho hearing folloned Caesar• s di.splay of re:vor \o 

Antip ... ter mont.1.onecl above. Pointing to the past seditiou, aoti"Vit.ies 

of Anti~nus, Ant.i.pa.ter contrasted tbis m.th bis cmn fidal.ity to the 

Roman cause.18 'lo illustrate bis point, .Antipator displayed so.me ot 

the munds he had accumulated 11h1le serving Caesar 1n Kgypt.19 Caeaar 

was convinced, Antipatar was given .more honor aid .Antigonua 111111 aent 

1~. Book 1, 9, 4-6. 
17 1e1i4 • ., Book 1, 9, 6. 
18 Ant1gm.t1q1, Book xiv, a, 4:. 
19. Im., Book 1, 10, 2. 

! 
' 

I 
I 

I 
I 

J 
I 

.. , ... 



ans::, emptyhnr.dcd. 

Arter t.he 11tria'L" or ,\nt.!po.ter., Caesar contorred additional. privi­

leges upon Mt-1_ t:.ter, Hyrcanl\a, and the Jewish people. H,Yl"cenw, woo 

told that he v,as 1:10:rthy of his hiah priestly o!'i":.i.ce. i\ntip!.!t.er \'lf!S gl wn 

the o!'fice of p?\.-,curator or e&!J.nistrator of Judea, encl either >.nM.pa.t.er 

or Hyrcc."lus received perm.ism.on to rebuild the walls of Jerusale.r.i. 

Jooophns seems t.o con-',radict himoelt on which man e.ctual.1.y :received the 

pezmissi on iio rebuild t.he ci t y nails. At one ti:ne Anti.pater seems to 

have had t ho houor, 20 mid a.t another time Hyrcanus see.:ned to bo the 
21. 

man. In my evmt., llyrcmius was conf'imed in the hereditary o££ice ot 

hi gh priest :1..d i-,as cl.so appointed to the herecli.torl' 01'1':i.ce of 11et.h­

narch.11 These r ights nere ~ be valid ell.so for Hyrc.-:nus1 a,ns. Immun­

ity £rom military subscription and lenient tax reguletiona vore anarded 

to t ho Jcma. Much o! t!1e land wh1ol1 h..i.d bean NEOVe<' by r oopey in 63 

B.C. was mm rotume:I., together with tile seaport, Jop!)a. 'l'he religious 

communi ty 0£ Jorw:,atem. was (El'allted the pOl'ler ot sel.f-j urisdiction and 

freedom or v:orship. 22 'fnese 31'8 80JD.8 of the moat important concessions 

Tlhic..~ Julius Oaeser gre.a"lted to the Jews in recognit.ion ot l.nt1pater1 s 

service to Rw:1e. 

2),t,.ntiguities, BoO:C .xi.v, s. s. 
~ Eoolt 1, 10• 3. 
22Ant1guit5.es. Boo!c xl.v, 10, 2-8. 



CHAPTER VI 

.i\J,lTIPATl!R1S DYtlttSTI IS ESTJ\BLISHED, THRE,\TENED, A!lD SE.u.ED 

D311asty Est~shed 

After Cae~o.r left Syria to go against Pharnaces, A.'ltipater set about 

nrre.11g'i."lg the countr~r under the existing s:>vernment.. Al.most immediately 

he began r aising t he walls o:r Jerusalem. which had been destroyed 1n 63 B. 

C • T'nrouah t hreats and r ational advice, Ant1.pater pacified the riotous 

element in the l ood. The people could mice the choice of peace and lift 

in h mol\,V \'Jl th Hyre.anus and A."ltipater, or they could be gi.van to inaur­

rection. I.C the f'o1Y11or decision was held, the people nould f'ind Hyrcanus 

and Antip..itor kind o.nd e'111.able. Ir, however, the latter choice was main­

t ained, the Je.,a would !i.nd Ant.i.pe:ter., lqrcanua, and 'the Romana hard 

mastera and tyrants. Thus tho people coul.d choose between a severe or 

gent.le p~cu.rator in Anti.pater; a tyrant or Jd.ng in Hyrcanua; a triond 

or ene:n.y in P.ome.1 Thie quick action b7 A."ltipe.ter carried aef.eht, tor 

he nas mm the o!£1cial Roma."l e.ppointea in Pal•t1.ne. 

Since he was l¥ffl in u. posit.ion ot off'ia:lal coamand., and sinoe he 

was more secu..9"8 in that position than ner berore, Antipatar began his 

move to intmduce his two sons into the political arena. In t.hia cause, 

Antipater not only Mede hie eldest s:>n Phasaalua gavvmr of Jeruaalan 

and its surrounding temtor;r, b.lt he also comml.tted the administmtd.on 

ot Galllee to Herod. 'lhla is an important step tor Anti1>3ter ffho was 

1 :Antt.quiUes, Book xt.v., 9, l. 
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mare ot the fierce Jeniab pride 1n the Jllll'8 1Vyal blood wblah the J•s 

deai:red in their l'Ulel'S. !et, :regardleas ot the amnity, both nationa1-

1at1c and personal., Antipater decided this was tbe time to introduce 

hie most. positive st.ap 1n astabllahing his ~at7.2 

History proves that Antipater1 s deaiaion waa a pd one, tor both 

his sons \'lore gifted with uncommon odministrative abllit.i~•• Both 

Herod e..'ld ?basael.us became active 1n t.heir otf1clal. dut.iea anc:l revealed 

mBIJ'1 of the aw..e attributes which had made their father the stl'o1JB9st 

political force in Palestine. O.t the two sens., Herod i,aa the first to 

revoal his abil:i.ty. Galilee was noted tor its zealous patriots and or­
ten tho revolts which arose 1n the land originated among these people. 

At tho t.ime Herod began as eovarnor, a band of br1ganda were OV81'1'Wl­

ning Gelllee a.11d the neighboring part.a ot Syria. Realizing that this 

would b8 or advantage to him, Herod took steps to mppress the robbera. 

His attempt was very succesatul. Herod captured and mciemted Heaek:lah 

vbo was thca leader of the marauding band. m.n the Syrians and ea­

peo1el.]3 the Boman Governor of Syria, S&xtAl■ Caesar, heard of Herod• a 

achievement, be 'RBS pleased and aommmdad llel'Od tor bis prcnipt aatlon. 

Since Saxtu.s was a relation of Julius Caesar, the politlaal adYaDtage 

of H8l'Od I s move is quite evident. 3 :f, 

Ueanwhile., the elder aon Phaa&elua wae also maldDg beadwa, 1n md 

around J el"Usalem. Baaause 0£ his d1plaJta07, the people ot Jeruaal• 

came to 1'8gard Phaaael.us aa a fair and .1uat mler. Phasaelus waa 



3.3 

meticulous in t.he adnlinlatration of bia public attain. Re eaw to it. 

that his 3ctions rem:dnecl lmneat end t, ID t no one usurped bia authol'it.7. 

Consequently., the Je;ia bore thia just .man the good will only accorded t;o 

those highly est eom>d.4 Wilen we add t h.i.a to Herod•a aot.:1.vitiea in 

Oal.Uee, it is not dii'ficult. t.o understand wb,,Y the people as a nhDle 

held the chief ad!Di.nistrator and sire Anti.pater in peat N11Peot.. In 

ta.at, at tbis time .!\ntipater had reached the zenith ot h1a political 

career as fer as the peopl.e were .concarnod. He waa honored aa o.nl.:, an 

ebsolute l ord end king \'lould be honoNd. S 

'l'he Dynasty Tbl'eatmed 

'l'he pcmor ot Antipa.ter and hJ.s sons aroused 'the diapleall1U'8 ot the 

different political tacti.ons in Jel'll881.em. 'Ibis is mt dit£1cult. to 

understand., for politically speaking, aa long as Antipater 11as in ponr, 

the other arties and muld-be-rul.81"8 were barely on the perJ.pherJ' of 

any political influence. then again, the actiona ot Antipater•s SOD8 

reveel.ed two copable men nbo had proven their ab1lity to :retain the 

political. ascendancy gained by their father. Canaequ.en~ there wea 

an attempt to decrease, and, 1t poua1ble, to stop the arow1ng popularity 

ot Anti.pater. '.L'he plan waa to str1ke at. the aona and no't at .Ant.lpater 

hlmaelt. These Jniah leaden did mt relish the prospect ot ma.tchmg 

'nits '?1th Antipater who bad more tJum o.noo proved bis mastery wer than. 

Attar caat.lng aspersions of embezzliDB at Anti.pater., tbe faction 

~-
1Ilm, Book 1, 101 '• 
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directed the:t.2.• main attack a&ainst Harod, mo ot the two sons, seamed to 

possess t...'1.e greater ability to carry on his tather' s polltical career. 6-

Unde~ pressure from these pol1 ticians, Hyroanus summoned Hel'-> d to 

appe2r be£ore t.he Se.nheclr!n. The clu:ir@'il against Herod VJOS that i.111 exe­

cuting the briga."lds and their chief ilezeid.ab., he had abused the juris­

diction ct the Sanhedrin by taking a life without the CDnsent of this 

nsupreme Counc:Ll11 0£ t he Jews. Hyrconua waa told that t111a act.ion z,e­

veal.Eld ·,he rul:uig role -;vhich Antipa.ter mw possessed. It should be N-­

merllbered that nominally H:,rca.'lus "ilas 11ethnarchn and high priest ot the 

Je;,s., end ae such shoul.d r.ave been e..--a,rting the authority nhiah Antlpater 

jn ~ality had been 8XGl"Ciaing. 7 In addition to theae al"6Uf11911ts, the 

disce.ritera appealed to public opinion nhioh nae mt reall..7 opposed to 

bl!'ica.11clace in 1>a1estin'l. Since the ti.me ot Judas Uaccabeus brigonclage 

hed a strong political color. In addition, many of t.be gr~a.t national 

leaders ngainot Rome after ifaccabees had bee11 brigenda at one t.tme or 

another. Consequently• Hezekiah had bee..-i so!ntmhat o_f a nai.ional hero 
8 song tho com.1non people. · Perhaps 1.hia sh!!JdS a little illumine.tion 

' 
upon t he choice which the Jags made between Jesus and Barabbas at 

Gabbetha.9 Under such pz,eSH~, which was seascned with the matomal 

v1a1llngs of t.he deceased robbers' parentage, H3rcanus vas 1llduced to 

6Ant1guit.ies, Boole .:cLv, 9, ,3. 

?~. 
8A. H. u. Jones, Jb1 Us:od§ ~ J)Jdfl9 (Oztord: Cl.~ndon Pzeaa., 

1938) , P• 28. ' 

\wee 23:l?-il.9. 



3S 

call Herod to ·~rle.l befoN the Sanhodr.l.n. lO 

Herod camo, but \'rlth an air of dictatorial auperiorit7 which 

frie.htonacl the Sanhedrin., '1'he outcome of the trial eeemed insvitable. 

It uaa inconceivable to aaswne that this sroup, over which Hyrcanus 

exorted control, would exeoote t.he son of the unquestiionad power in 

Palest1.na. Furt.hern10ro, Sextu.a Caesar had writ.ten to ffJrcenua demand­

ing that Herod be acquitted. Thu.a Hyrcanua., dea1r1ng to .<eep his own 

pos1 tion on amicable t.erras "Ci th Ro.111e, made plans to exonerate Herod. 

Silt the Sanhedrin had bean rejuvenated by the stirring opoaoh of a men 

celled Sa.'11.oa.s ancl it looked. as it the judicial. bocb' nould demand a death 

ae.."ltcmce. Seeing t hat the verdict could be death, Hyrcanus advised 

Herod to nee Jerusale1n. In Gnger Hel'Od 11ed, and when be arrived 1n 

Da.'liascus be .ies be."'lt on revense. His toal for vense,ance was to be the 

Romen army- of Celosyria, nhi.ch Sextus gave him to command on his return. 

Thus e.rm3c11 Herod marched back to Jerusalem to aeek his vanaemce.u 

Such an action ,1ould permanently damage Antipater• s poaition. 

Open \-;arrare could only earn the people• s disdain Gnd Rms' s disp1eaaure. 

Cons3quently, Ant.1.patar N&ehed Herod before he mtered Jeruaal•, and 

persuaded him against any owrt; e.ction. Herod submitted to hia rather' a 

slll nhen he ,,as :reminded of the political ialpllaationa, and after .his 

tanper had been appeased ,:1th tbe lmawledp that hill diaplq ot arms had 

fl'ightened Byrcanus, the Sanhedrin, and the people iD g__.al. •12 'Blua 

10.Apt.;lqp\tiea, Book xlv, 9, 4. 

~., Boak xiv, 9, 4-5. 

~ Book 1, 10, 9. 
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conciliated, Herod returned to Galllee, and the attempt to overthrow 

Antipat.er ~ d hio m ns folled ohort.ly before aucceaa seemed certain. 

The Dynasty Sealed 

A nen., Roman i;.10vernor appeared in Syria. Caealliua Ba.Hua, a mem­

ber or Pomp ey• a party, raised a aw.M.ny against Sextus Caesar, ldlled 

him, and toolt the r,overnorship by to:roc,. The C:ieaarian troops wel"8 

quic.ld.y marchcl.ed and, toaether nith Herod and Phasaelua whom Antipater 

had sent, marched asainst Bassus. This was in t he vear 44 B.c., the 

ae.me year Juliu.a Caeoar nas assasir'..e.t ed by Bl'lltu& and Casaius.13 Im­

merlia,t eJ.y after the asaasinat'Lo.n, Cassiuo fled to Syria, m.de an al.­

lie.nee betv.een Bassus and the Ce.esar-lan arrq, mid became the lord 0£ 

t i e East .14 Cassius ha.d Camc3 to S:,ri& to raise money f'or the forth­

Olraing b.,_t t le al:ainst Octa.vie.n, 14a.J-i;: l\nt:>ny, and Lepidos.15 

The fir st demand Cassius laid µpon the rulers was that t."iey must 

increase their taxea. In this respect he eapecie1ly oppreaaed Judea. 

AnUpa.ter apportioned t he tribute of seven bundrad ~ents Emd appointed 

hia two sons ~ sevoral of his 110rst enemies t9 collect the taxes. 

Herod collected hie share in :record time, 31ld ,.,a.s commended b7 Casaiua. 

However, others t1ere not a.a zealous. As un obJeot. lesaon, Casaiua mld 

several ci 'ties into al.aver., \'lhen the tribute was 110t ll8Banbl.ed b7 

pea.aeful means. It io interesting to mt.e here that Uw.ichua, an enav 

13 A■ H. u. Jones, 22.• sl,.--, p. 31. 
l4 . Antiquities, Book xiv, ll, 2. 
1 Szamel Goldberg and Samson Beodorl7, Qy+,11ne .et Jepiah Knowledg 

· (Nea Yorks Bu.N81l ot Jdah Bduaation, 1931), II, 498. 
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of Antipe.te~ t",ho ,,as bal.oo hio allocated own, nae saved trom death at 

Ca.am.us• hend. due to Antipetor•a intervention. A_.1tipe.tC" had persuaded 

11.n'camu; t.o J?a.:9" the d:1.fformce between the collected and tho assigned 

sum of m.oney.10 

As soon as Cassius left Ju.dea !fallcl1ua serioualy plotted the death 

or Antipator. The Idu.,iean 1'owld out. about this plot and .fled be3md 

Jordan nhere he §a.t .hoNJd an army end l"f>tu.med to JcmJSalern. But Uelichus 

dmioo any plot age.inst, Antipater. A).thouah Antipater was oontont to 

let the s:i. t"OO.tion remain an open issue, the Govornor ot Syria, Harcus 

by na.'le_, 'l'Jaa rot. or -the same mind. In fe.ct, Uarcus muld he.ve QX8Cut.ed 

Mcl!.chua i..£ Ar1tipater had r.ot mecliat.ed in hie behalf •17 It 1D ironic 

the.t .Antipe.ter t i1ice aa.ved the mmi who seaminglu inatige.ted. his e.sac.ssi-

no.t:!.on. 

Xn lJo.3 B. C. Anti.pater was poisoned. ffsrcanu.s was drsnn mmittingly 

into the plot., aim:o it nae hie butler wilo seems to have cstEmded the 

11coup <lo ~en to A1.1tipe.ter.18 It j;he opposition ~a.tnst Ant,ipatar 

supj,~osed that. his dos.th would stop hie rule, th.,- were sadly miatakon. 

Antipeter had r..:,t 6roO!lled his sons for not.bing; it. was mt for nau(#:lt. 

that he hnd nlSd.e alliencea rJ. th Rome end thereby grew at.ronger ~ 

yoar; he had seem to it tha.t his sons received val.W1ble .POlitl.caJ. 

exper.!.emce bei'ore be cil.ed. 'lbu.e it waa t.hat tba c:leath ot Antipat.er 

actuelly sea.led hie dream ot a ruling d3mcatq. the poaitiarl of hla 

16A. H. u. Jones, ml• ~., P• '2• 
11Ant.tguit.i.es. Book zl.v, u, 3. 

~., Book xlv, 111 4. 
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mns \1eo too strong to be destroyed. Antipater had planned and brought 

theae plans t o .fulf'illment, 3nd the 1IOl'ld would alearly soe tbie ful-

1'1llment in his mn Herod, oel.led the Oreat.19 Joaephue• epitaph tor 

this man is, 11and t hus died AntJ.pater, a man that had dist.1.IJBUiahed 

himself .for p:i.e'l:,y and justice, and l.ova to hie country. n3> 

1~artin Moth, The Histor1; .2' :Israel (Lo.ndona .i\dam and Charles 
Black, l 9SS) , PP• 407f • 

20An,;:l.cui ties, Boo..l( xiv, u, 4■ 



CHAPTER VII 

POLITICAL m1NIPULt1TlONS Ilf INTEmlfd. AND El'l'.iWIAL AFFAIRS 

Ant1pater• a Taal: ,\8 An Idumean 

If Ar.tipater was to fulfill bia dream ot e. :ruling dynasty it was 

essential that he be able to control. his subjects. This was not an etJJJ:, 

task., espacially with the Jens. Home bad found that this littJ.e nation 

nas quite r aclicul. and constant in revoltina againot the Ro.man legions. 

'l'he Je-t1s still ye&med f'or freedom .from foreign rule. Time and Ulil8 

again., the Jews had f ought tor a hopeless c ·use with unconquerable 

ten::i.city at;.d.nst the mightiest. arm.Y in tho ,-:orld. Shortly after 

Antipater becan his co.rear, Pompey subjected thia .aat.1.onallsUc cowitr,y 

to foNLsn dOllli.nati on. a«~itl8 thvir past servitude, the Jaa ware 

constantly e.tte:npt.ing to overthzow the hated i'oreigners and :regain 

their political freedom. It was Ant.lpater• s task to pacify these people 

and 9>vem them. What made this t-.lc more aampl.icatad was that the J.,,a 

regarded ,\ntipat.er as one ot the ha.tad foreignere.1 A.a tar aa tbe Jae 

were concerned, Ant1pater• s Idwaean lineage m!lde him as bad as the 

Romane. 2 'lhis attitude is still ·held todq among Jewish historians, 

one ot whom reters to Antipater as 11the vampire ot the natl;,,.. n3 

1Israel. Goldberg end Samson Benderl.y, ~ut;J 1 ne .2' Jepieh Knowledge 
(In York: ·aireu ot Jewiah Bduaation, 1931 , III, 491ft. 

2 
Supra, .pp• St• 

'ile1nrich Oraet.s, Hiaton: gt .Sb!. in!. (Philadelphia: The Jaiah 
Publication Society or .America, 1941), II, '9. 


