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CBAP.l'Ba I 

HARCION OF PmmlS 

Objectives and I4m1tatiom 

Onostioiem presented a Yicious to tho earq Church. She 

bad no altemative except to anawr or perish. Especial.q clouded 1n 

time are the o.otivitiea and the t,beolog1cal system o, Marci.on of Pont;u. 

Tertullian and his contensporaries aonaideredMarcion1e at.taclc eo aeri• 

ous that they collectiveJ.¥ devoted voluiaes tp a ~rattack. The 

problem aomiected 1d.th th1s atucty- was to determine hair npreeantatiw 

Chr:l.stiall 'ifritem, a,nsw"d th1a attack, what souroea of authorltJ' tbq 

emplo.,ed, and their treatment ot apecit:lc po1nt.s of doctrine. 

Sinae the Haro:1onite Church was one ot the tint orpniBed bodies 

to arise 1n the Church itself', her anawer and ntutaticm ftl"J' wall 

could have innuenoed her later teach1np. This stuq than vu impor­

tant u, illustrate and traae the deve~nt ot the doctrinal tanmla­

tiom of the Cbriatian Church todq. 

The scope of the Church's anner covers the whole f1eld of tlleo­

log1cal t.hought. But because there are no mclat1Da IIOlll'08s of Ral"01oll'a 

theoloa7, mmept tho• aontained ill the anera ot Chriat:ian vrlten, 

and, bec&ue even theae vrlten baYe 'been aelectin, the aaope ~ t1da 

st'lld.T vu neaeasU'ilJ' limited to the buio probl.&118 ot Ood, Sariptuns, 

Cbriatoloa, ad Baobatoloa• Tbe t,hem ot th1a at-uq wu that. tbe 

Cbvah,. thrcnlp Tezit11ll1an ad Izoewu, bad mavezed Haro!on'a at,taak 

tbol'OUP17 1111d deo181ft17 tor t,he edifioaUcm ot the Clmnh ot Cbl'illt,. 
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For the purpoae ot pl'Oviag this thee1a, tb1a atuqpruenta a brier 

outlim of Marcion•a dnalopment and plaae 1D tbe ChurahJ aeoondJ.i', a 

brief' sketch of the men who opposed himJ ~. an antithetlcal 

presentation ot the teachings of _Muaion and the Chvoh on Sonpture, 

God, Christolo17, and Eacbatol.ogy, ill that order. 'lb1a pre■ataticm 

was achieved b7 reaonstruoting Maroion1s tbeoloa fl'om tu 11ritinga ot 

lrenaeus and Tertul.11 an, and fl'Oa a number ot mre recent anlua'tiODB 

of Marcion. 

Rome at the Thie of Harcicn 

In tbe last quarter ot the ,second cent.1117 after our Lord, Bona 

rell'.ained the metropolis ot the ancient wrld, tbs capital ot the gren 

err;,ire that embraced moat of the known world. On her streets va1ked 

the merchants, ott1o1ala, meeuengera, aaholars and tourists ot all 

oountr1ea. AIIODg the Medea, Partb1ans, EW.opiana, J!'Gpt1am and 

Hebrew there md.sted a Chris~ COl!grelation llhoee .... gvn,1n1e are 

sbroudec:l ill tradition. The EpiaUe !2 l!3! Pldlif?pian-1 rei=orte that 

early the faith 0£ Chri■t had penatrated even 1Dto Caaaar•a OIID lloue• 

hold. 

In the aecond.oentur.,, a~ atream ot ~ pomed. 1Dto 

BolM fl'om the prcnincea, 'brindng Ill. th them, not ~ their ak1ll • and 

walth, mt also their local traditions and prejudice•• The Chlll'oh iD 

.Rome waa a ooamopolitan t>ocv at laDJ' :races and l.allpacea. Yet Greek, 

the l;inlaa tnnaa, rew1ne4 the am language. SUl'l'01llldecl bJ' tba 

~ 4,22. 
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pagan 110r1d md oonat.1tuted at ~ oomrerted baatben, the Olmroh did 

not al~ meuve up to the Cbrilltian ekndar-1 ot aonlit7. 97 W.. 

time the old gena:ratioll of eJ8 vi'tllaa•a had pueed avq. The Old 

Teatanent. eneral epiatlea md goapela nre 1n UN 1n the 'll'OJ"8b1p 

88ffioea. Th1a period ot Church Bistory vu lllll'bd bJ' 11111tettlA'aellt 1n 

political status. moral nol'III and theolag:lcal ahaaa. Pneaed from VS.tldn '\, 

by f'lu and from without bJ' a BUl'P of quaa1-chrietian and QD01'9t1eUo 

Oriental religiom, the Church 111 BGlll9 had 19t another 'bllrd8II to bur, 

another challenge to accept. J'l'Olll v1th1n her OIID ranks there uoae the 

questioning m1Jld ot Muaion ot Pcmtua, a ~om:bag epirit.-

Maroion u a Chris'tian 

Bistol'J' presents Marcd.cm u a character full ot coDtrad1otioDa and 

d1fticult1es. lt is no IIODder that TertvlUan, his ohid opponent, 

introduces lwl bJ' a coq,ar1ecm ot b1a oharaoter 'Ill th the f8l"OC1t7 and 

deceptiveness ot the Em.De Sea, on whose shores he vu bon. TertvJlim 

Vl"itea1 

Nothing, hcnrffer; 1n Pont• 1a ao bu'bal"aua and ■ad u the tact 
that MU'Oion vu bol"D there, tOlll.er than any SaJthlan, more roriDg 
than the wagon-lite ot the SU1111t:lan, •re 1almaan than tbe Kuaa­
gete, more audacious than an .&muon, darker than tbe Pontio cloud, 
oolder than ite v1Dter, _.. brittle than ite iae, •re deceitful: 
than the later, 11Dl'8 Cl'aaJ' tbaD CallOUWl.2 

lt 1a ft'idant tbat Tutulllan comldered Jluiolon a aeriou t.hnat to 

the Clml'oh, tor ha deYoted ftTe boob 1n Nhtati.on ot h18 teubSlla•• 

. Born 111 Fontus, at an UDkllnn date, llaroion d 111 ROiie abo1lt 

2Tertvll ian, :91a1nst Jlaroion Volw VII 1n Ante-HiaeDe Chl'illU.1111 
Fat.ban, edlled bi'AJ.u.,.,.r &~ and J-■ Daia!Lon (ld4nimiili• 
f. if. 01.al'k, 1868), PP• 21. 

\ 

" 



~- H1B 'baaqrolUad •till 7"9PP1M a JVll't,n7 and a Mghq ocmvonr■1al 

eubjoot. Tertullian stat.ea that he vaa a Cbriat:iaD llbD lost the God 

whom he had tound bJ' the mcUDotlon at bis own 1'ait.h.3 Haro1on vu 

.firat a deserter and then a ._retie. 'lb1a JIIIQ' •• that Huaion vu a 

Christian before be c&11e to Bome. ffm7 ear:q Clmroh Fathen, ai1mJa "' 
them Bpiphanius, hold 'the new that. tiara:lcm1a .tatber was a Pcmti,1c 

B1ehop, and. that he himself u 11onnmm1oated hia BOD tor the Nduation o.t 

a girl. 'l'h1s mq be a cbarp manutaatured to put Mazroian •• obenotar 

in a bad lilbt. There an two reuona tor aoaept;illg the latter 3Uda• 

ment. The first ia the adnittedly wak argament from eilenae, the ai­

lence ot such vltnaasea u Tert11ll1•n, lreDMu.a, Clement ot Alaxandr1a, 

Euaebius and Rhodo. The ■eoond :1a that th18 oharp 1B out ot haniaD7 

with what va athel'lr1ae know ot Harcion 1■ lite. 'lertull1an bimaelt con­

trasts the continence of Maroicm vit.b t.he l1.oaaae of hi■ pupil Apel.lea.Ii 

This evidence, howfter, does not deDJ' the poss11dl.1t)" ot tb18 aacuaa­

tion. 

Jfaro1on •-- to ban been a IIU'Smr of aom ■c>rt. Tenul11 a 

nen aaUa h1II a ship -■ter.S 14-,. tano:Uul :lntezpntaticmll of th1a 

title have 'bem ottered, auob u, he vu aalled th1a beaauae he led 

~ 80\lla trom the ahip ot the Cmrab. B1lt it appean aD1'8 los1,ae1 to 

aacept the plain daaipation at thia tit.le. Wban Haro10D joimcl the 

i.renvll1•, PN•:!'!ML uamn Hent1o~ vo1 .. xv in Ante• 
1f1aeDe Ohr1.atiaD Faiiiera, Tii liexai&" mru and J_.--
boni:i.daon (icB.iibuiiiu f • & T. Clark, 1868), P• 35 • 

sTenull.1a, Ap1u+. Hara10a. !B• oit.., vn, 200. 
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Church 1n Rome, he gave 200.000 eesterce■ u a gltt;, ehcnd.ng that ba 

was indeed a rioh Jll8II. Ha also uaa adllittedl.y a areat tr&Teler. Tu­

tullian frequently mantlcma h1a sea VOJBl8•• It cannot be detendDed 

what.her these were Jll81'8ly buaineeo trips or Di1ae1onar, jOUffl878• Per­

haps they were both. 

By tbe JOBI' lWi, Harc1on waa GCQffllfflJDicated .fltoa the Church in 

Bome.6 The reuon tor hia diemisaal :ls not eutfio1ently elear. It 1a 

known that Mal'Oion vas a aealoua student ot Stoio:lsa, but tbia 1IO\lld 

not necesaar.117 be a :reaaon tor exocmamd.cat:lon. 

After his aoODllllUDioation, 'fllr7 little ia kDawn about Hazrcion •• 

lite and hia ultimate fate, except. that be tl'&eled wr., oft.en. 

Marcion, the st.oia, aav that the olmrah had been SV1J1gl.1ag vith 

Judaic elaaenta, and needed reform:lng, H1a 1118th0d of ret'orm vu a 

oritioal•hiatorioal approach to tha whole ot the Chriat:lan Tradition. 

Haroicm u a Ono■t:lo 

Ae a theologian,, Maro1on 1a often called a Gnoatio. Bdore Adolph 

V- • Barna.ck, the •3orit1' of biatoriau w:ro content with tbia jvdgllant. 

~Jc vu the t1Nt. f11111D1111 ■oholar to question Haroion •a OJIDat.:laiml. 

'l'be d.Ufiaulty 1n dao1dinl tb1e question 1a complicated b7 an 1por8llae 

of vhat Onoat:lo ~ ...... A np81'fioial oOllpariaon wuld ,saJ.d a 

denial 01' th:la D1111e to HaraioD. Gnollt:lcll 81'1'9d 1n adding to the faith. 

Harolon ened 1n IIUbtl'aotiDI fl'OII s.t. Gnon:loa diluted Obr111tlanit7 

111th foN!p el.1118Dte. Maro1oll ael.eoted a tnpatu,y intupntat:lcm. 
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Hara1on belonge to the prophata, not the 1ntelleotuala. HS.a literal 

1ll1nd oould not aocept a1J.eaoz7. Hill dualiam 1a leas aetaplvaical than 

exegetical. In b1a approach to 'hheoloc, Maroion vu guided b,r a 

soter1olog1aal interest, not apeaulat1n. .AU bia amphu:ls is cm 

faith, not knowledge. In bis •thodolo81', Haro1on vu deftnltel.J' 

11eparate .from the Gnostioa, but t1nalq he 81'ri.ved at the amaa oonal.u- -

a10DS. Hi& first impetus came tl'o11 Onoatio teacbera. Hippol.Jtua "1 
clai.."DS that Empedoolea vu the real author ot Maralon •a syatem. 7 

Irenaeua traces the Gnostio 1nt1aezx:e to Oerdo, vbo vu 111 Boa at the 

time that
0

Maraion vas a llelllbel- ot the Ohuroh 111 Hame.8 B. S. Vilaon 

interprets this 1ntluenoe Vflr7 allg 491 1 

F.18 Gnoat.1cia111., such as :1t vaa, 1s a veneer, which, aa ve ahal1 
see, is at points riaib~ aeparate fl'GII bi.a ma:1n teaoldng, and IIQ 
not :lmprobabq be aaaribed to tbe iDtluenoe of bis teaoher Cardo., 

H. E. 'l'urner alao m1n1111sea tbia Gnoatic inf'luanae1 

If' Cerdo npplied BOlll8 or the tools, it vas Karoion vho began and 
oarrS.ad through the job. It hia •~ wit.la Cardo UJ' b&Ye 
given a certain 1mpet~ it vaa Maroion bS-lt vbo detel'll1md the 
aoUNe ot Jiu jo11r1197. 

Thus, though Manion vu int1119D08d at ftrat bJ' Onoatiaia, bis dnel• 

OJIIIBDt and uee of Onostio approaohea vaa unique. Haro1oD d1are1&1"ded 

apeculative philoaopJv' and ol\1D8 to litel'al:ln. Maro:lon deve1opa a 

7Tertvll1an, yat.nat Manion, !2• .E:1•, VII, 201. 

ed1te!1;To:-Jmc~:1J .. !0~::.!"!!cs ~~i811liT. ifo~bn, 
'•'ben WllNn, r.:1.on, .! ~ !! .! Seacmd.-centuz BenU.o 

(London1 J. Clarke & •• £Ed., lJJJf, P• 78. 
lOii. a. Taner, The Pattem or Chrlet1p Tl'U.t,h (Lond.on1 A. a. 

llovbra;r and Co., Ltd.~nb. 
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Ndemptive t.heolo17. Hie •tarUns point 1a not •taphysioa, but. ap&l"i­

enae. As R. s. Wilson correotq uaerta: 

Maraion accepts the ChriaUan 'tradit.ion and etarta tl'om ·aperienae • 
• • • the good news, the Goape1, bad made such an impreaaion cm 
him,J.ihat, be 11U sure that. this God waa a nev God and a strange 
God. 

It is tru.e tllat Mareion reaembl.ed. tbe Onoatioe very cloeel.71D his 

exegesis, or rather,~ eiaageaia. 'l'be selection ot hie mat.er1al vu 

made tor this purpose, but he to'UDd :lt .impoaa:lble to hold together 

elements of the thoughts ot tbe Nev 'l'eat.ament tha1; his tbeoloa COQld 

not N00pise. 

The great.eat clitteNnce bet.wen Maroion and the Onoatioa liea iD 

their pri.mary conoema. Haro1on had bquD to wol'k tor reform. fJe vu 

not inteNated 1D JV&tic uaoo1at.tona or e■oterlo oul.Uam aa wN tbe 

Gnostioa. Bance his appl'Oaoh1 though grounded 1D Gnostic teaob1nga, 

took a unique, almost. CODV&l'J' form. ot a:pnaa:lon. Gnoat:loia had 

raised the main question of what autheDt:lo Cbriatianit7 vu. Haraion'• 
answer wu peraonal ._-a1.1t7. In the words ot A. lluaaok1 •The ati­

nnndani am r,f Maroton was ult:laateJT baaed on the •tnnath ot h1a rel.1-

giows teellng, on b1a peracmal religicm as aontnated with all etatu­

't017 1'811.gion.■12 

llwllacm, !I?• .el•• P• 78. 

12.a.dolph v. Bamaak, Hlatoq ot ~ tnnalated troa the Thbd 
Gel'llaD Bdit.icm (Boatcma 14.ttie ind~., 1902), I, 282. 

----



OBlPl'D II 

THI CHURCH 18 DERNJBBS 

Tez+-111 l 1 an ot Carthage 

Attacked by one of her ovn told, tbs Chu.rah,. at. ft.rat, neled 

under the blows ot tbia nev danger. Mand.on vu gatherillg toll.overs, -n. c.-, •· ~ 
~ . ' 

stealing the sheep of Obrist. Tamer apla1n•1 

His appeal, 1t wide and 1JJPDed1a+.e, vaa 1n prinolp].e dependent_ upon ,he .f'ail'Ul"8 ot the Church to otter a mere aatiataoto17 alternative. 
v'Imst1not1velJ' the Cburoh felt the need tor a ocnmterblut, am tor 

a generation her &bleat m1nda set tbauel.vea to frama a rep:q,.l 

Ona of these able rainds vu Quintws Sept.1mua Florens Tertull.1anaa 

of Carthage. FZ'Ofi1 bis intimate knowledge ot the proceed1Daa ot the 

Elders of BmB against Harcion and Valent1niu, it 1a often supposed 

that he was a preab.rter ot the Bmum OC1D1N1atio11. ltl.atoriaall.7 th1a 

aannot be aub■tant1.ated. Beaauae he vas edaoated. 1D B.caan La and 

Stoia philoaop!J3', TetnlJla,a la the t:lrat blportant Christian Vl'iter 
o./' ? rl'o 

1n whom both of these elements appeu- aa detendnatln. Be vu ~ 

born betveen 150 and 160, the aon ot a oentur1on, aoaol'dS.Dg to J8l'ODl8. 

Hia oonvemion mq b&Te ocCUJTed &boat 180. Wit, d.olnce 1n temper, 

aaraaa•, all lent tb-elfta to h18 den:lal ot 111J7 vorth llbataoner :1D 

either PJ.atcmi 11JD or Onoatioi■m. "What haft Athena and Jerualam :1D 

aommDD1 the Aoad.elv' and the ClmrohT■2 lie vrltu. 

lu. B. Turner, The Pattem ~ 'Cllr1atian Thoapt (LolldDDI A. a. 
Mowbray and eo., Ltd., J§sL), p."'"J2j. 

2,e~vUSen, Pp-om laiDat Beretios~ .&Dte-lioene 
Chl"ietian l'athe. edit.• 1. bUt,11 and J. 1dion(la!iiiizp1 
,. & ,. m:a. }, xv, 7. 



, 
In :ad.d-cueer Tert-uJl1an1s Tien ahanpd. ·D1eguted vi.th the 

lax1t7 in d111cipline vhioh molted hill legal 1111nc1, Tertul:Uan vu 

attl'&Cted to the rigor and enthusiasm of Hcmtan:la. BNntual.1,¥ be be• 

came its great theologian. Thia would hae discredited a lesser 11a11. 

Yet Tertull1an, b;y bis vehelllence, bis pe1"110nali.t7, the bulk ot h1a 

writings, his own peraona1 lite and b1a emphMt.a on Bin and pace, 

forced even a grucJging noop1t1on ot h1s sreatmae f1'0III the ortbodoz 

teachers. . J> 
p#' . .,.. 

His!!!! Books Against Manion. nth a few trivial azoept:lou, an 

not violated bJ' his Montan1am. The departure ot t.hia aeat was :related 

more to points ot moralS.tJ' and d1ao:1pl1De than to po:lnta of doctrine. 

Though oppoaecl to Rome, eapeaialq t.o the Roman aleru-, Te't't;1J]l1,m re­

mained a ■ealoua adYOcate ot the aatholio faith. 

TertvJl1an ie often aompazed b;y h1storians with Lut.her. '?ban are, 

1 no cbubt, points ot e1m1larit7, eapeaiall7 in tnperaait. Tertull1an 
\ 

vu a ran geniv.a, fresh but. angular, boiateroua, tull ot 1J.or1ou 

fantasy, w1tt7, f\Jll of keen ~:Le j'Udpent and polendaal abllitJ', 

but laok1llg 1D ole&l"lllaa, moderat.ima, and l.og1cal daftl.opaant. 

To sq •rel.J' that Tert-ull1an vu a prolifio athor would be a 

underatataant. Ba vrote in both Greek and Lat.in on almost enr., nb­

jeot of conaern to the Chlll'Oh. ~ tld.rtJ'-cme ot h1.a vorka, ho.iewr131 

are extant. Of theae, tba work U01llld vbich th1s tba■1a 1a aeDteftd, 

his Adnrm Maralcmp. bappelUI to be tbe beet authenticated, • .,.a1 a,117 

its date. Tenull1,m aaaUcme tlMI ftftNnth :,aar of Sevnu, t)Ja :,ear 

207. !fo doubt., tld.■ 'IIOl'k vu not, ia■aed all at cmae, but, 1D parta. 

P. 8abatt ......S.ea :lt SD th1a vq1· 
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It :la of a general ohanater and la,111 don the .func"r•ntal prin­
aiple of the Church in daal.1Dc v.lth heruJ'~ Tert.ullian cuta ott 
all el'l"Ol"II and neologiea at the outset Ima the l"Jaht ot lepl. 
contest and appeal to the ho]¥ Scripture•• becauae these belong 
onq to the oatholio olmrah u 1ibe legitimate heir and guard1an 
of Ohriatianit7.3 

'l'h1a is the basic approach of Tertul 11 an against MarcioD. 'l'h1a 18 h1a 

presoi"l.ption. or cutting the ground o~t fl'OII 'QIJder the teat ot the 

Pont1o ReforJ11er. TertuJlien asks what the tiuth ~ ia and mo 1tll 

guardian :ls • Ria answer ia the Scr:Lpturea and the Church. 

The second able mind• Irenaeus. vaa also trained in the clua1aal 

style• Born :ln Ae1a Minor between 130 and 13S. Iremeu beoalla a d1a­

oiple of Poqcarp. E,nm mre than TertuJJ1en, Irenaeus van aoqua1nted 

both v1 th the Old and Nev -Teataenta and the baretiaal literature ot 

In 177• vhen Photinull, putor at ~. vas •riped, Inaan.a, 

alrea'V a mias1onary in the 11ame area, took tbe daprou poaiticm. 

After the persecution ceased, be:rea:l.e■ ol.osed in vpcm ·the Clmroh. I• 

waa at thia time• the later period of b1a lit•• tbat Irenuu aet oa 

to re.fute the Gnostic hereaiea bJ' maana ot polew1ou vr.lt.illga. Allot 

these vr.:ltillga ab.ow a oomprehenaive Jmovledp ot aovcea ad Onoatia 

vrit.1.nga. Untortunatel.7, tha bulk ot tbeH 'Vl"1t!Dga bu 'been loat at 

an early date. ~ tvo ot the aft7 1fOl'ka t;hat be vrote in. h1a natiw 

Greek ue aztant. IBa .lc1ft1'111111 ~• 1ohe 1IDllt ~ ot t.be ao, 

·: ~ Sohaff, Hist.or, ot the Obl'lat.1.aD Olmroh (Jin Yon:1 Charla■ 
Saribmr1a Sona, 1921i), fi, IJ!.- · 



u 
baa been preserved 1n. a LaUa translation tml1"• 

The AdnraUII Haereaea 1a cOJll)Oaed or t1IO parts. The ftrat pan 

deals vi th the detection ot Gnost1c11111. Here Innuua aketabea 1n auah 

detail the Onoatio Qllt.eu ot Siman Mapa, .....,dar, Satcmd.1, Bu1lide■, 

Carpoo:rates, CeriDthua, Cardon, Haroion, Tatian and maD1' others~ The 

second part includes Books II to V and aonaiate ot hie aomJ11 to lriPII 
with 1mli'V1.dual a19tems or Onoatioum. A partial outline malcl be aa 

tollow111 

Book II. A refutation of Marcion tram reaaon. 

Book III. A refutation troll tbe dootrina of tbe Clmroh on Ood am 
Cm-1st. 

Book IV. A retutati.on tram ·the mu-1.nga or the Lord. 

Book V. 1'he Rasurrection which al1 Omat.:t.ca ~d. 

Because ot ita .troquent and veariaoa repetition, this work 1a 

thought. to have bem writ.ten 1.lltermit.tant.11'• In the Preface to the 

third book, Irenaeua states that be had. alreaq Hilt out t.be first two 

books to a trieiul and that the otb81's would tollov. 

The aaoond 11-ork ot IreDae\18 vhich bas sunind ia called, I!!! 

Dezaonatration ,!! 1'J! Apoatolia Teub:lpff-i Th1a 110rk baa little to add 

in demcmatl'atiDg this tbaa:ls and therefore u onq •Dticmed 1n pua1ng.k 

Like Tert-ull1an, Inmane held to a legalists.o riev ot aoraUt7. 

His writing• aptu+. ~• :la a OOllb:tnaUon of a pbiloaopb:loal 8Dll 

Scriptural repudiation ot all the Gnost:10 bereaiae Jmoun to 1wa. l7nUke 

'l'ertulJ:I an, Irenuua llhow8 hie wider Jmouledge ot Sar.l.pt'IJl"'8 1D h1B llaDI' 

4JohamaeD Qmten, Patrolop; (Weatmmter; 'l'be lellaan Presa, l9Sl), 
I, 287-93, PffBD• . 
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quotatiou and :lacill:lw mrap■1a. Of b:le death ve lmar DOtbDg deft­

D:lte.S 

5.uben Neaan1 A Manual ot Clnaroh H1aton (Ch:lcago1 The JudaoD 
Preae, 1933), I, 246-rl, -,■:Iii:' 



ClflP'l'BR Ill 

THI ATT.ACR: ARD ANSWBB. 

lfarcion1s Scrlpt111'98 

Tertullian po1Dta out that Karoion &st 'based his duU.atio 

approaah to Ood. on a paaaap ot Soripture. Whether Haralon found h1a 

dualism bare, or ued this passage aa a oonwnient, buia tor a dua11st1o 
Ji..,.("< ' .. ~ ;.. 

1nterpretation :la a moot point. P'l'Olll 11bat :la known of b1a 'bao~lmd 

and pneral pattel"Da ot th!DJd.nar, the latter eatiate :le pro~ mre 

oorreot. 'l'ertulliaD apldnas - --i 
The unhappJ' man gd.Dad tha tirat ideas of bia oODaeit A-om the , 
aSmple puaage ot our Lol'Cl1a aar:1.Dg, llbioh baa :retennae to haua " 
be1zWs and not divine ones, 1fhere1D he clifpaaea ot thoae mruiplea 
ot a good tree and a oarl"IIPt Oll8 J • • • • 

Coupled wlt.b Isaiah lJu?, Manion applied the paaaaae abne to tba 
I • .._ 

Creator-God and 11&1Dtained that He vu evil. Fl'Oa the other arm ot the 

image, he aomluded that there mat be another God. • Th1a ample 

poillta out. Maroion '• atrcmc approaoh to Sol"1ptve. Be re.1eota al.1 

aUegoriaal inter,retatioDB aid aao9"a ~ a literal m•n1ng. , OD t.lda 

point be dlttend ndia~ Ina liDat•,ot~t!uraohOlan of h1a u.. :flle_J 
1dlole Old 'l'eartaamt. th1111 beaaa to Hardon •nl.7 a h1atorioa1 reoord., 

u H. B. furDer ~ po:lata oat, •lluoi.ma ll'01ll.d, DD doalr\, ~ that 

he bad DO qaanel. v1tb the 01.d !eatallent ... l"800rd ot biatoriaal. 

1'renvll1•n, !'m" Kerolon, :ln 'Iba Ante-H:l ... Chr1aUan Fatben 
edited b7 Alnandei'-'a and J-■ lloi-Jaiir (Gi, Yoiin S ciir.i.atli:a 
I4terat'IIN Co., 1896), · VlI, II. 



' • 

ill 

tan.•2 TM atiitlla- 1llaiell llaal• toad. la Illa Old Ten•....-• 
Ida 'baldo appl'OMla tD tlaoJ.oa,. !'anvlJte, •• t~ ..U... -

•Ul'U1 ~ vdtu• 

lluld.cm'• aplOS.&1. ud ,..,_~ wl'k !a ta~ ot .. 
la ad tba .-.,.i, . . . s., Sa tJda ..., oppo■i\1cm --·­
.. lair .. tu INJlil1 llld.oh bu ......... *' • God ot tlla 
papel SIi di.tr.at fl'GII '- pd ., t.111 1av., 'l 7 

Thia OOllplate mJnd,-11 d tlMI Old !eataa■a\ fftll tm Jtala ot Cllltat.taa­

lt, .. vu DDt ~•11 _. llld.qa VS.tJa llazrelOlle •• ftll .__ adda tu 

11111188 ot Nol D<M81 tlae dSaalpla ot Va1.entldu, tba lfpl,S, gt 

Bunabu, Adnlde■, aid JuUD.la · To lfudoa'■ var .i Wdd•• t11a 

Old 'l'eatuan ponn,ttcl a ~ ~ clU.t.Nn t11a1a 111a God ot tb1 

Rev !eatalllln.• 11111• tbl w 811d t.be •dlalilN• ot tlle Old '11".rl•-t -.-. 

ended vlth tbe CIIHdlfll ot Cllrln. lluo1cm '• Ohr1■1, 11a1r .... bad an 

'bem Jr•dSot.ed ill the Old 'lll■ta.Dle II. Be .,..._ ~ olllw:ftw1 " 

Bia OODNPUoa ot pz,op1laq S. natnnecl eitll• t.o nnipl 
~ ot ldatoriaal. ...-. • to ,._ tonaan ot a ..uone1-
1■u.o Jni■h IINdab.,~ 

.. BJ' t.bi■ ■ilrsla nap ._.Soa lad lloped '° da■t.N7 Ille ft]1dfi.7 ot tile 

Old 'leaUIIDt tor b Cllrl■tua Olmnb, ad. tltaelQ' tD kw al_,11,d 

S.t, Ina all Jwlaiatto , ... 111p. 

11anSoa a1ao baNcl Ida •U•- • ~. • llall Ml a. 

•a. •• t'allR, 1111. lnHm Jf ¥r:1e Tnlt <1.e1111•1 &. a. 
......, ud eo., ~.,-. 

lreaw,11., W:rt ""'"? •·•··YU, 31a. 

!:':.:•c=:~•dtF.N!. &o·~·-=t"x!'ir.~ !ltlN 
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lOTe ot God 111 Ida heart Uld Ute. The lore vbloh th18 God ltbavad 

could 1n no vay be reaona11ad to tha atem 1111d Yengidul picture ot God. 

whiah the Old Testament g&"f'8 him. Bia oonolua1on vu that theN BIWl't. 

be t'HO Goda. -

The Nev 'l'eatament reaeived the sua ~ ot treataant. The Churoh 

claimed a canon on which :l t could 1ean. Haraion alao poaseaaed auah a 

oanon. BJ' his OND claim, bis canon alom had the Goapel. He attached 

no name to this gospel, but mreq called it, E. u ~ y l E >.. c. or, • Thia, 

he claimed, vas the ve-q Goepel that. Paul had 111 mind vhenner he aea­

t.1.omd the Gospel ot Jena Cbris'li. In tact, Marcion ascribed this 

gospel to the pen ot Paul. His criterion ot judpent vu baaed on tbe 

letters ot Paul, wb1ch be aal.led A vorTo >., ~•v'• He tOUDl DO ot.mr 

book 1D bal'Jaon,' v.l.1ih this Gogel !t !.!!!• »van the Apostles, Marcion 

maintained, had not understood C~st. Tbaretare Chriet had to 1nspire 

Paul :1D a epeoial W11iJ. Yet nu tm,ae apeou.lq' rnealed vritinga. had 

been falsitied, 1n part, b7 the J8WII. It vas Marcion•a appointed task 

( to rlcl Paul's lett.en ot tbair Hebra!et:lc aooret1cma. , ~ OUIOD, 

theNfore, aontained an apurgated edition ot L11ke 1a Gogel. and ta 

Pauline Ep:lsUea, a1ao oleamed. '1'he otbel' books ot the Chr:laUaa 
' . 

canon vel'8 md.ttad as betna too Juda:lstl~ on '• re■eon1nc tor the 

om:lasion:-ot Pater prenprea, 111 a 0'0811 vq, the tho'apt or tba 

Tueb:lngen Sahool. Haroion re■olved OD the tem:lom betw,n Paul ila4 

Peter, and there.tare re38oted Peter. In tba 'llri~• ot Paul, Hanlon 

noted a dual.1• betveen tbe tl.eah aDl the ap1r:1t. Bv.t u H. B. Turner '\.,,_ 

3uda•• 
The Pu:UM dne11• bet.wen 1'laah end ep!rit :la 111 11ua1on, lnlt 
j,t, is Jaaiptened and ooanmed. Be aen eabo wr~ St. Pal•• 
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1nd1gaan+. ab■1t (■io) to the que■tion, •Shall va ccmt1nua 1n aiD 
that £1"&08 may abound?• but bl■ Nfwlal to hold the l.OYe and 
3usUoe ot God cmm 1n a healtb.T teaaion NRoveg the om elemen1; 
vh1.ch givea depths IIDci a1pi.tioanoe to the 017. 

'l'he Gospel of Luke was aleanaed of 811T 1.ntenmae or reteNnae to tbe "-, - -

Czea-od. aal - ·---- Cbrl.at - tbia Clod - - ) 
by omission. Far e:umpla, Maroion omitted ohapten om ad two ezrUnq --

and began at ohapter three, vane one, reading, •Int.he 15th JltU' ot 

Tiberius Cae■ar, God. da■aended 1Dto Capernaum, a cit.7 ot Oal1l•.a7 

There was yut amtber book in Mual.OD •a CIDOD, 0118 llrltteD bJ' 

Marci on himelt. He did mt ala:1m aanoDical statue tor his ADUtbe■:la. 

Tll:l.s wluaa baa not sum.ftd. Onq fnpmlta an quoted bJ' h1a oppo­

nents. For ex.mple, Tert11ll1an 1n .ydns't Mazro:lon, prepare■ to an■wr 

!faroion•s ant1thea1s bet.wm God and 'IIIIIIIDD.8 Edden~, TeJ"taalJ1an 

had some sort ot cow ot these antltbeU.aal atatmanta. 

The Chureh •s Method of Defence 

The ahallenge given to tbe Churoh b7 Harcd.on •a tbeolo17 ,.. taJmn 

vp in a Tariat,' of 1IIYB• Baab detealer ued 111• pe~ ta.J.mna and 

Y.levpoints as wapma. In paera1, the Churah vu fbraed to apre■-

heNel.t more al.ear~ alll toroibl.7, al a1m1ng-u did bar C'ppOMDt-a 

author1.'t,J' lthloh oould nn be qmn.1.oDecl. • Barnaak poeea • illtei'eatiJlg 

poald,'bllit,1 

Hudon, 1.11 all pzobab.111:ty, vu tbe tint to aomeive and, 1D a 
peat •uure, to realise the idea ot plaaing Cbl"ietadam oa the 

6:n.t.., P• 120. 

7Tertn'JU•n, APe1Mt\ Jlanicm, !I.• a1t •• P• 3611. 
8Ildd., P• .311&. 



17 

f1rm toundat.ion ot a deftnite tbeo17 of what 1a Cbristian--but 
riot ot basing :lt on a theological doctr:lne--and ot est.ablishing 
this theol"Y' bJ' a tind collection o~ Cbriatian writings nth 
canan1ca1 autbority.9 

To judge. on the basis ot this obsel"Yation. that Manion B&Ye the aoJ.e 

i mpatus to the formation of the canoa. is not vUTanted. But that he 

contributed to ita formation also aazmot be denied. Tertnll1an con-

stantly quotes Scripture as his autborit7. He also denies the heret:laa 

any riff ht to the use ot Scripture. This is his main approach :ln 

ansueril>g the exegesis of Mal"01on. Elsewhere he depends on logiaal 

reasoning to ahav the abaurd1't;J" of the Marci.onite position. A g]•:ooe 

at the ScriDtural Index ot h1s works ampq shows hie USG ot 'I.he 

authori't-1' ot Scriptve, both the Old and Nev Teatamenta. Irenaeus 

too, uses esBellt.iaJ J;y the &Ult approach. 

• Four vqs lq open to the Church to combat Harcion. The tirst 1a 

listed aboveJ that 1a. to d811J' arq Scriptural authorit7 to tbe hereUca 

on logical. pounds. 'lbe second vaa to call a oouna1l to settle the 

matter. Thia wu out of tbe queation, becauae ot the Wegal atatua ot 

the Churoh. The third vu to claim an aut.llorlty beaicle and, perhaps, 

8ftD aboYe the antborit.7 ot Scripture. The Maro1onitea themaelna 

cla1.med a11 apoat.olio autbor1.'7. 'l'be towtb vu to tone tbs Chm-ah to 

uaert that she was the om Churah f'cnmded 'bJ' the Apoattea.10 '1'be 

detenden pn peat atreaa on tba ut.tel'llllcee ot the Bldara, aillp.q be• 

C&\18e theJ' bore tbe aaaatioa o~ 14•• The closer om li'ftcl to Cbr1n 

S,Ha:nack• 5• !:!:!•• II, 231. 

iol'.nnuu, n.-.. Books ot s. Iremaua .ka:1mrt. Haeaiea. in 'lbe A!!:B ot Fatbe~teCI b7 Tolin L'1e(Liiidm11 J-■ parJmr ad. ., m. itti, ~06-9, pua1a. 
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or the Apoatlea, the 1nater vu h1a value u a ld.tmea~ Am.tenon 

tor right underetandillg had to be found. 'rhis c:rlteri.on vu the Canon 

!!! Truth, the repla .tidei, or the BaptiemaJ Ccmte111d.on. • Hanack &UIIS 

up their stand 1n the followlng VS,I 

The Old Catholic Fatbara vere cqnJ1,nced that their axpoaitiona 
contained the faith of tbe uni'Va"eal ohvoh and DOtJd.Dg elae. 
This wu the 'baptlamal. to~. They aleo~require4 rationaliaU.o 
proof tor themaelne and their toll.owera.u · 

The content of thia aonfNeion oould 'be traaed baak thl"ough •the 'biahopa 

to the .lpoetlel'J, and .tJ.na~ to the lord H1meett. The ODl1' veak link 

1n th1a oha1n ot authol'if.7 vu the ld.abDp. Hence it 1e not 8111'p"181'1g 

that the de.fenders amphu:lsad the ~ ncceaaion ot biahopa 1.zi 
Q/ 

1110tber churches.~· ThaH blahopa had received the eure ahar1au ot 

truth through aucoeasion. Tberetare it cwld be -.1.ntained that their 

interpretation aleo vu athoritat.iw. The rep1a ftdai ~ took 

on a greater •aaure ot au~ty. In a single aweep tb1.a aw repla, 

baaed on the teuhSng ot the Clmrah and the tad. th ot the people, des­

troyed tba validlt7 of arq appeal outa1de ot the Chlll"oh herself. Tbe 

dsfanclers, howner, do ·agree to an Maral.on on tla bu:la of Son.pture, 

evan on Ids own mutilated wnion. 

Armed v1t.h the mthoritJ' ot Sariptlll"8 IIDd a allDOD or tnth, tbs 

detenden at'Nlll)t to abov the GOffllPt1Te :llltlwmae ot ph:lloNPJ17 ad 

~vl-J1an, 91 .. tbe P.N~ ot Buetiae, :ln '1'ba Ant.1-1,-, 
Cbrietlan J'atbara Nited bT A,j_...,.... 1cibii=& aiiii Jaee~eOA 
(Rev forlc1 & atiriat1an Litezoat.v• Co., 18'6), xv, lS, U, 37, pu■1•• 

12Baraaak, !2• o:lt., I, 280. 

~• !2• o:lt.., PP• 206-9. 
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the apeaulati-ro .ieaant 1a ·11aro1o111a theo1o17. In eu.eDOe t.b81' eq 

that MucioD •a faith 1a baaed on epeC11lat1on, not. tut. 

Maraion1a Two Goda 

Harcion •s attack on the unit,' ot God aprag fl'om vU'ious sources. 

In the first plaoe, h1e aperienoe oontradioted the unit.)" ot God. In 

the vorda or hia chief' OPJIOIISDt, Tert-vlJ1an1 

Finding in Obriat a ditterent d:leposition, as 1t..wan-oae ot 
eiq,18 and pure bennolellOfl--41 tfel"ing tJoroll the Oreator1 he 
read11;r uped that. ill 111f4Chr1Bt bad been rnaaled a nav and 
BVAl'Jge d1'rinif1"'J • • • • '7''2-

To Maroion 111 apal"lenae ot faith, God vu a being of pure 1on and 

mercy, a savior, not a judge. In f'aot, Ood ~ pwdahed no one, 
'bilt rel1sd on the persuuin pa1rer ot lcwe. 

Seaondl.7, variOua antlth11e1 both 1n nature and 111 a~ 

pointed out the m&Utq ot God to Haral.on. start.iDI Arca the eondo­

tion ot. a bu1o antagomsm betwen the Lair and the Goepel, the Old 

Teatament and the. Nev, -Hand.on aonol:u.ded tba\ 'both ao1l1d not haft bNa 

giwn 'bJ' the eam God. The -...- ot the Goel ot the Old Teatamnt oou1cl 

not .,_ reoonoU-,-t with tbe lcwe ot the Goel NYealed :1D the lfe1' 'leeta• 

mant.lS To Marcd.on1a Iliad tb87 each odgjna\ed ill two ~ atter­

ent Goda. UaUka P-1, llan\OD tried to dlallOl.Te the tmeloll bnwm 

the B8J'07 IIDd th• j•tiae ot· Ood, bl' the •111Rle mrped;hmt ot poeltsJII 

two Ooda •• 
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Com'1.Doed also 0£ tbe m.atenae ot the 1.nrl.a:.i.bl.e. Maraion saw an 

antitbea:ls between it and tm viai'ble 110rld. The Harcd.onitea• there• 

~re. .tl'Olll the bas:la ot ai irreconollable dnal 1all\ or spirit and •tter 

deprecated tba Creatton and 'the Creator-Gad. · Hunaa1c beliewa that 

Mara:l.on h:lmaelt did not aoaept tbla acmcluicm 1D pnno1p]e• but 

touohed it J.1&ht.'.q and drew boa it oertain 1nterencea.l6 Bv.1; 'ler­

t,tJ l iu assert.a 1 

Preaaad 'b7 theae argmmrt,a (aia) t!le7 ao1•1m11 One 110l'k :la autt1-
o1ent tor our godJ be has delivend man b7 hiB euprama and moat 
&ICC8llent !°!dneas. vh1oh is p:raterable to the creation ot all 
tb9 loo•ts. 7 

In order to ahov thair opinion or t.he Creator-God• the Maralonitea 

ascribed to h1m the creation ot worms. locusts. and all forms ot lollar 

• \Jhen Maroion read Matthew Sal 7, he touml a Scripture pasaqe t.o 

tit his meda. Here he tomd Cbriat1a own assertion that the purpose 

ot H1a adftmt vu not to f'u1till the law and the prophets• but to dea­

'tro:r them. The old. era vu paat. and a naw had begun. To Marcion tm 

old was a cnature o.( tbe Creator God. • BethUDe Balcar naiar:l.aea Mer­

cion 1s poai:tion· ill tb1a vq1 

One vu tbe God of tbe Jew• vhO made th1a 110rldJ the author ot 
891111C11"ka, 'bloodthil"at,y. abangeabl.e--ter .froa pel'faot, and Sa­
DOl"ant ot tbe highest thine•• aonoemed vi.th h1a OVA peaUar 
people ~, and Jraepiag th• ii su~eotion b7 1INIIII ot the la 
and the tenor ot bnakiDI it • 

. The uv era vu· tbe aeon ot the God ot love and ot Cllrist, the oreator 
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of' the 111111ate1'1al 'llld.'fW'ae above oar world, llazrcd.cm •a God. 

The Defenders I One Ood 

laced v1tb Marclon1a two Goda, the detemen aet rorth a oena1D 

list ot proof■ ot a unit7 in a trimt7. Termlliall makes ue of' the \J 

Canon !!, _Tl"ll ___ th_ to deaonatn.te that the Creation itaelt teaUftea to tl1e 

'Dllit;y or God. ArfT a1mlaaa apeaulat:lona be,rond this!!!!! end onq 111 

spiritual diauter and hare97. Tertn111an lll8Nl7 rests his cue on \, 

this point ent~ on tba autbori'li7 of' the J!!!!.1' ·Blaewhera he ez­

pa:nds tbill point to 1nclude the proof's tbat God, baaa•• of' H1a 1nftnit.J', 

is 1.nc~ehen81ble, but has rnealed Hblselt 'bl' the greatness ot B1a 

11Grka, the teatimon1ea ot our natural~ Cbrietian 8014■, and bJ' tbe 

preaohing 0~ Bia pro~ta.20 ' Ban -renu13r.- baa npawmcl bi■ aut.bor.lv 
to include Sariptun and upemraoe. B'e • a pld.loeoph1oal ugaamt " 

that., by 'the TerT deftni'tion ot God, God 1a one. 8 0od 1a mt, 1.1' Be 

1■ mt one.•21 - INDaeu sees 1n the Old and. Nev Teatamenta a Pl'O• 

greallion, bu.t a prognaelon 1lllder om God. 

Ona of the 110at !mportmt arp111mta ottered by tba detenden 1a· 

tbe1r uaerU.on tbat Goel oamot. be Jmcnm bT •~ioal apeoul.at.Sml• l 

mt, on11" from rnelaUon and aper.tenae. The etteot of' RDh • us-mt 

1a IIUOh tbat 1t •111.d deat.Jto7 the ..,_,, toundat:lori or lluo1on '• . duel1n, 
., 

1'-tertullhn, Prepaz:SpUon C!£ Beretioa, !e• Jl!•, PP• 16-19• ,...s.. 
~, kalnat llgo1op1 !2• alt., P• 1$3. 

llxbid. • P• 5. 
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- taking the azpant Snto tbe aphere ot faith en~.22 

Maro1on bad made maah ot the antithe■ea touncl 1n the attr.lbute• 

at God., espec:lalq God1a 3•Uce and •l'C7• The datmden a■auted 

that. this teaaion 1a no proof tor a dnel 1atic acmoept ot God. qain■t 

Marci.on Tert11J J :Ian eap i 

Where tbe just 11.-., ~n el■o aiata the good. In ehon, .f1"GII 
tbe verr beginrdJJg the Creator vu both good and e18o jut. = ~:athtiou:s;:=:t;~ -:,.~::,J together. Bia gooduea~ ON&ted• 

They :recogniaad that C¥ attaq,t at rel:leTiDg ■uch a bu1o temsion 

muld ruult 1n a denial ot the t.nth. 

\ 

Baoaaa Milra:lon uon.bed the Creation to one God and the BedlllpUon . . 

to another. tm detenden upheld the unltJ' or t.ba CnaU.cm alld n.d.,.. .. \ , 

tion under one God. C1'8&tion it.alt atte■ta to the baaio taot tbat 

God :ls Olla. The anoienta had. reaeivad tide lmolrledp b7 trad1t1oa 

from the tint. lllllle Th~ pro---'tli NaeiTed the ranlat.iOD A-om Gode 

The un:ltq ot prophea;r md fUl.ftllmant Sa ■een :la Cbriat. .And• nneu~, 
tha vbola Clmrab 1.n all' the 110rld nae1wd tld.a tradition fl'OII the 

Apostles tbemaelwa.24 B7 tld.a ... •thocl of proof., InaMu au 

assert that tbs CNato:r l"ffUled ff4■Nlt tllrov&h tba Son. Yet ·th1a lSll9 .. 
ot argmant wu1d not oomiDDe Hared.on. Be could look out into the 

110rld and, aeai.Dc the miael"J' 111d death there, 'IDll1d •t be able t.o 

naonoile all tlwl to the idea ot God • a Ood pan1J' ot J.on., IIU"OJ"• 

end goodmu. TD llenlon all Ol'9Giml vu ••--~ ftil. Tertvll1en 
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dftotea Book II to pl'O'l'1ng to Marci.on that the Damiarae 1a rea1:q tbe 

aaae Ood proal aim'1 b.r •Cbriet and the Apaat.lea. Creation• to tbe de• 

tendera, 1s of naoeallit¥ pod, beoauae Ood :1■ pod, and bu rnealecl 

H1m■elt u auch through Cbriat. Tbe queat:1on ot the origin ot 89':ll 1a 

left to God's uaJmcn,n aoumela by the datendere. 

While atreaa:11Jg the 1m:1tJ' ot God againat 81Q" am all clualiatio 

economies• the defenders did not undenilpbu1se the '.fr:lm:ty. Ter­

t11ll1an, quot.1.ng the Rule, deal.area: ., 

'.l'h1.e one only' Ood hu alao a Son, Hia Word, vbo proceeded floom 
Himelt, 'b,J whoa all tbSnga wre made. Him (ve belS.w) to baw 
been aent b., the Father 1.nto t.he Vira1,D, ad to hne been bom of 
her-being both Han and God, the Son of Kan and the Son ot Ood, 
and to h&Ta been called b., the Da11B ot Jeaua CbriatJ ma to have 
auttered• died and been buried, according t,o the Sariptvu, and, 
after He bad been raleed again by the .Father and taan beak :lnt.o 
he11Ten, to 1:ie sitting at the r.lght hand of the Father, tbat Be 
will. mm to judge the quiak ad the cleadJ 'llho aent aleo tzom 
heaen trom the Father, aaCOJ"ding to Bia awn pl'CIID18e, the lfol1' 
Ghost, the Paraalete• the aancUfter ot tba tal.th of t.hoH 1lho 
be11.eve 1n tha Patmr, and :1D t.he Son and 1.n t.he Ho:q 0boat.2' 

BJ- 11Pk1ng the Canon!! Tnth, vbich :la held from the ApoatJ.e■, b7 

quoting Scriptare, by aeeking 'llbat :la bal:laved ~ by all, 'b7 

the natural Jmawledp ot God, the que.Uon ot the 'UDitJ' ot Ood 1a 

aet.tled b7 the de.fenders, tho11ah not rat1onall~ np1•1ne".. 

Marcd.on ~11m1na+.ed the tu■t ohaptare ot wte '• Ooepal. The 

reuon tar th:111 daletsoa vll1 DOW beoaa llll)U'ell't. Mualon'• God .. 

a Ood ot ■pirit, opp,aed t.o all utter, mlah, to Hared.on'• ldnc:l, -■ 

uae11Ua]l~ ml. Chrat, thel'atare, aould not partake of •tter. To 
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Jlarc1on, Chriet vu a p1umtca vbo 888'111114 mtldllg boa the Daiurp. 

Ha came dDwn from hea'nD, anil, after an uaumpt.1.on ot m apparent 'bod.J, 

began His pzeaahillg :lD tbe 11JU10P8 ot Capem&1111, 26 ·· TertulliaD 

charaatarisea Maro:lon'a horror ot the tleah wit.h these ward81 

•Awq,• he 8'V'B, 814th that etm-nal plapbg t.ex1na ot Caaaar 
and the aoant-7 :lnn, an4 the acpalid .,.dftl1ng olot.bea, and t'.be 
bard stable, We don 1t ft" a jot tor the uml.titude ot tbe 
heavenq host, • • • .• · 

• Maroion belis'V8d that he had sutftoiant Scriptural warrant tor 

tllis view in Luke, Chapter Eight, where Chriat ~eem:lnc'-7 demea the 

mdatence ot Bia mother and brothen, Aatualq Hared.on'■ point ot de­

parmre :ls not the birth or Jeaua, but Bis death. Pare apS.rit-u 

Marcion conceind of Chriat--aould not dle, Therefore Cbriat1a death 

was a sham. ~ BJ' th1a aama l1na ot reuon1ng, Bia birih alao vu a sham. 

Haroion thought ot the vGlib u the •, ... rot them~ an:1ma1,•28 

'!'here yet remained one c11ttiGUlt7 to Oftl"Oome; the term •Heaadah• 

was often applied in Scripture to Christ. Furthe:rmore, Christ accept.ad 

t.hia title. The Meaaiah, Hanlon reckoned, vu another creature of the 

just God, a warrior king of the Jeve, who would eetabl1 al.1 an ~ 

kingdom ot the just God, 'l'bia Meaaiah vu not .Ohr.lat. At tba tiM ot 

Maroion he had not ;rat l!PJ)8U'8d.- Jeau ~ aaoapted this t.1 tle b7 

wq of aooOIIIDd&Uon. To H■Nlon this vu not a daaepticm, ad :lD no 

,,._,,. oontradioted the aonc,ept ot a :Ood ot uuua. 

Tertull1an lldnta:111■ that Marcd.on, 1D 801118 :lmtanoea, na dadecl 

26Barwk, !2• o:1\,, l, 276. 
27Tenvl11an, m,nr- HaNicm, !I• as.t., P• 16S. 

28-...... ···"'· ~•• P• .....,. 
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the de:t:t7 ot Chri.et. He points out that it lfaralon •-• the wor­
porality ot Christ, it :la wo lagioal to U8111118 that, God ia a p)umtom. 29 · 

Thia Hucion doea not do. Tertrl11an, no doubt, 18 •~ po1.DUDe 

out the error :ln Mand.on'■ logio. 

For the above reuon, Tutnllien aall.a Harm.on a Dooetiat.lO Be \, 

doea not; claim tbat Maralon'a Cbr1at 1s a naw made ot God'• being. In 

tact, Maroion never, it aemu., det1naa h1a Chriat, aaept m1at1veq. 

Ha 1s not the Meaaiah, neither tbl Ood-am. Whether or not tld.a Cbrlet 

was God appearing aa Christ, or whetbar be vu the Son ot God reme1u 

an \U18DS119Nd queation. , HarDack al8o calla lfuoa:lon a Doaet.:tat.l1 lie 

also po:lnta out tbat this vu Huaion •• a'1.'cmgeet a:preaaion of h1a 

abhorrence ot the world. 

It is a ■trap oontradiot:l.on that Haralon can depnoate the tleab 

ot Obrist and ■till find bemfit in 1118 death. Tertall.lJan po~,s out, 

nit the 'IIOl'ker wre 1ul4na17, tbll 1Dra wre :1aaa1nu7.■l2 Cbrin 

rea11¥ did not -die. Be cU,cl not ■utter. Be did not. riae fl"Ga tba dead. 

Yet Mara:lon atftna that the aaarllioe ot Ohriat parobued t.he alvation 

ot ,ou1.e. ,,. s., ·thia euriftoe Old.at purahuad •n boa tha Creator-God. 

Salvation 1■1 

ot 01II' ■oulB ~. thoa Nll1a llbloh haft laUlllld Ida cloov1118J 
but the body, beomee tonooth

3
:lt 111 talr:en tav■ the earth, aarmot 

poaai~ panalm ot aalftUOD. ~ 

a,lb14., PP• lJJ&t. 

~ 

~t.S•ei•• I, 276. 
32hl'tuuten, te1•t lfH!I:•• &• al• P• 134. 

~, ffi1pet, .... :lap, !R• ••• P• 7'• 
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From the m.dence 1n the defende~s. the podtioD ot Maro1oD 1a 

inoomplete, or, at least, full of neaeaaary GOJl\rad10ticme . .. Saa. ot 

theae the detendera g].~ point out. It tbare mated u:s aolll)lete 

em:planat:tons, thq ha.Te per1ehed '111th the Hualonite Church. 

The Datenden I Chl"iat 

Because the ddendera belill tzom d:1f'.tere~ points, each vill be 

presented incli:riduall,y. In a marked degree, the Chri8'tolol7 of 

Irenaeus 1a tha lntluent:lal teaahing on vhich the other defender de• 

penda. His starting point 1a not a J.gtoa dootrim foamed in etel"ld.t7, 

but, rather, ha begins with tbe biator:loall.7 revealed Son ot God. In­

deed., Ohril!lt :la eternal, and that al.om u autftcd.ent tor men to lmmr. 

Since Jeaua 1a ete:l"llalq with the Father, Be alone lmalra the i'atber ud 

1s able to rnaal Him, Christ u the Kneeler ot the lather ill a buio 

t.h81119 111 the theoloo ot :trenuua, Thia etm-nal Lope. at a po1n in 

biatol"7, baaam tha biatorical. Je81JII, anal UD v1t.h a bod., and aG1ll 

and • the aane ti.Ila real God. Cbr.lat•a pua1.on and death wn tbe 

puaioJI and death ·of the Goel-Han, nn 3Wlt ot \be UD alom. Thia 1a 

t.be great. Vllth Of lreDuu tor aJ1 •,nldnd for t.he to11cnd.na NUOIII 

For in vha~ _,. oould ve haft been able to be paru.lcen of 
this adoption u ■ona, unleae ·through the Son ve, had reoeiTed 
flo■ JU.a that OC&iiitdOD llhiah br!Dga ua to· HSa.JII -

B:,- etal'tiJlg '111th tbe 11:lator:lcal Juu, ll'9DUU departed ti'a the 

una1 •thod ot the .Apolopata.. 'l'm'tvl11en_, bol.eTeJt, 1"811181ned :ln tbdr 

tn.d:I.Uonel-appziouh. To llSa tba. 8t8rml. Lapa ia a "81 ~ 
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to vhiob balong 1110rd, penon, md pOlfer. 'l'be- eternal Iogoa vu min­

dependent praona, begotten bJ' God. :lt vu Ten'!] l ,an llho coiDad and 

•de much uae ot t8l'll8 111m ■ublrtantia and penona 1n his dootrine of 

Ood. The Son 1a part, ot the Fat.her•~ aubll'tlnoe, a t.eng:lble nnlatlon 

ot the Father that wu mde 118D 'lthen born,. u.,..d ut.ual huaan tleah 

and soul without. mjz1ng Hie h'IIIIIPD and d1't'1m el.awata. Besant~ 

Irenaeus ard T&l'tAllian, Ulougll starting froa dltterent points, ap'88 

on the peraon ot Christ 1n all poima, mept one. Izrenaeu bel:leYed 

tba t the Father and Son azre coequal. Tertiullian 18 a Subord1nat1on1at, 

vho makes the Son the aemtiva and ■,mater ot the Fatber1 that is; a 

subordination baoauae of faaatlon. 

• The :redaapt!on 'llld.ah Maroion oballpiomd, like h1a thaoiaa :ill 

genaral, vu baaed upon a radical cbaDge 1n Ood. To aolw -thia, llualon 

oreated a ·mnr God. Innae1l8 at-taapt,■ to explain W.. epp&l"8J1't obenp 

fl"oa a God ~o oond-- to a God that •-- bT uaen:lng_ ~ vaahenp­

ablenaas ot God. ~ man vltb hie meda hu ebanged.lS God apelled 

man from Edan and autters him to die· 1D arder that the :lD.1v, ot a:ln 

mrq not :rema1D tol'lffllZ'. From time to 141118 1n the hiat.o17 ot 111111, Ood 

bu neadilJ' bareued the bl.ealllllp llhavezed 1IPOII Ida. 'fo :llluvate 

th1a point Innaeua treat■ ~ 1Dlller tbe 1-e ot tour ocmmanta 

'b7 vld.ah God ""lbt to viii ta i-aae ot 1111111.. in. nnt Cownant ot God 

·aontained tm natural Z'8qldNllants of the Liar. BaNDUal.q W. CIOftl• 

Dent vu 1n no vq dit1'enllt than the Ocnnenclanta ot the Lav ot Chriat. 

B7 it the Patl"iel'Oha vue -de rlptecnaa before God. All tb1a Cownant 

lSinD■n■, .ya1•t u.na1e■, .!2• a1t •. , Book m, 1ua1m. 
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faded 1n the JD1nd8 and heu-te ot .. , God ■&If At to ·l"IID8W it on the 

elopes ot Sinai 1n tbe Deoalog. The pvpme of thia ■aacmd Ccwenam; 

vu to prepare men to toll.Olr Cbnat. Thull all tbe prophets have pro­

phea:led tor th:la ftr7 pmpoae. But t;IJe Diloalog vu. dU,'lted b7 it■ 

Phariaaio exponanta and robbed ot it• ohiet oontent, lore• Wit.h the 

appearance ot Cbriet, the oriainal moral law vu reatozoed 1n His teaoMng 

ot lwe. 'l'be ditterenoe bet1leen the eeaond. and third ocmmanta 1a the 

ditterence bet'WND apeeoh and ~on, bondage and .fNedoll, 1'alt1llmeDt 

and prophecy. The zrellUlt that InDaeua hopes to ao~e 1a to PJ"Ol'8 to 

men that eince Cbr1at :1s the culldaatlon ot the lGIII line ot OOTeUlltll 

and propheoiea, md al.BO their embocUNDt., it .:la there1bn ov dutr' to 

believe OD the Son ot Ood who hu applt11Nd-1n Jdator,r. FOi' ¥1th H1a 

appeuance the Old Ocmmant, which had 'Valid~7 tor~ one nation, :la 

DOif dlanged into a Hew Cannant, that. 1a val:ld tor aU peoplea. ID his 

Montaniatic period, Irenau added a Fourth Ccmtnant, t.b8 Age of the 
I 

Paraclete; 'lllhioh Seebel'I .1m1u u, •• at.teq,t to eetab.1:hb a p_ollit.in 

relation 'bet.went.he 1'9lia1on ot the Old. Teatlllat and C.1atialv.■36 

It ia n!daat. that Izrenuu, by Jr•aentibl aalat.ioa u a ooDt:llnlolla \. 

act ot God, onJwdnetiag in the ••cling 01:_ Bia own San, bued bi■ ltl'Pl"Oaah 

OD the unit.7 ot Ood~ U vel1 a■ OD Bia '11111V at parpoa•• 'l'hll thnacl ot 

God'• love puaea tbl'o1agh bia1D17, ~ to be obNared bl' llllh Thia 1a 

in diNot anU.tbeda to HanS.•'• two Ooda 111th tMo anU.tbeUoal ap­

proaobe■ to 111111 • 

.J6a.:lllbold See'bm'I, 'r~ o~ l!ll BSaton ,!!t Dootr1pe (Gnlad 
Bapidea Baker Book Bouae,-uJ2r,-r,-,;3. 



Tert.u:i J 1 en alao ■au ealvat.Son in a person ldlo embraaea al1 ot 

h1.atory. Unlike 11'911&8118, T811't,uJ.l1u 911Phuhes mN the h1atorioal 

act and person ot Cbnet. 'l'be Christ is the. AU !Ilg One. In 

H1maelt Christ entolda t.he entire human raae and all h11111111 ~•• B7 

'Virtue of Hill haud.tJ', Chr1at beoae a new propld.tor liJae Ada. Bia 

obedience was tbe obedienae 11h1ah Adam ovecl to God. Thia peZ'feot 

obedience Chr1.et presented ~ore God tor IIIB1'l •a d1eobedimoe. And 'b7 

His blooc:11 Cbriet =redaemad an froa tbll dom1n1on of ■in. 'lbrovgh the 

fellowahip of ~et.14th man aooordi.ng to Hie inmnlt,", 1111D beoema 

reaonoUed to Ood. Tertaillian deftrd.teq baa a blood--centend theoloa 

of redallption. Aga1ast Daoat1.am m' atreaaes t.he l'Hl h'ullan1t.J' ot Ohr.lat, , 

both in its repreeentat.ive upeot, and aleo in ite Tal.1.dit7 t~ all aan. 

By virtue of Hi.a passion, Christ paid the obedianoe ot al1 11BD1 

and now present■ this PQIIBlt baton the bar ot God'• 3'aat1oe. Cbriat •• 

purpose :ln aaviq: manldnd, 111111 to natore an •a 1.mmartallv. Tbl'ovp 

Christ man beOUB again the Sage ot Ood, the eon ~ Ood, prea:lou :1n 

Ood. 1 a eight. Mm 18 priat:lne tell.owab1p VS.th God, dutl"OJ'ed 'b7 the a1n 

ot the t.l.rat Ada, 1a raetoNd b7 the death ot the Seoond .w.. 'fo a 

greater degree tha Iranuua, Tertvll1m buea h1a theolotr7 ot Ndlap­

tion on the npreaentative ohanotar ot Cbr.lat•• lmaald.t,7. B7 dollf8 

thla, be :ls ill di.not &IIU.theai■ to Mual.on•• Clal"J.at, vho battla te 

t,1-t e■aentialli' good ■pirit ot m .. atnet t.he Oreatoi--Ood and 11111 

matel"1al areaturea. Tenvl l1 en'• ■al.Tat1.on u a nln\ioa ot m, vh1le 

llal'lllon'■ ■alvat:lcm 1a a •llrilll ot an•• epirlt. ~. 

Manion'• --·~ 
Ona ot t.he :Jnapliaable IQllter19II ot llan1m11■ t.molag: 18 bi.a 
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teacb1ng11 on the lut thiJII■• Manion 00\llcl wll sq tbat m DNdecl 

llffUII f'rom the wrld, tor it. waa a'terial and tberefore ev.l.l. But. 

both the bod;y and tbe IIOlll of all anld.nd WZ'e t.ba orea~ of the 

Coaocrator. The good 111111 atrives t.o tulftll. the Coamoarator1a lawaJ 

the enl. doea not. The daat.e:l.n d1at.1.nat.1on then 1a how a un 71eJ.da 

to the promptings ~ div.I.De graae. lD aalvation tbe 'boq ot a J111D j.e 

loft entire:q out of th8 p1o••• Salvation ls the earing ot 80\ll I a 

only, tor ~87 are apil':l.tual aad tbeztetare. ~ 1ooct. Thia, of 

cOIJ.1'8e., imrol,rea a oontradiot.1.on. I.t t:be soul 1a a creat.ion ~ tbe 

OoamoCl'ator, then 1t too lhO\llcl be nil 11111 foreign to the Ooocl God. 

But Maralon tailed to draw thia aoncl.us:lon. .l reasonable nplen•Uon 

tor th1s failure 917 be tound :ln hie demem fOI' a a:triat uoet:lo1 a. 

Beoauee o.r hia antithetical c:mal.1.am o.r bod¥ and soul• Haraion damed 
' 

&JV' reaurreation ot ti. .tleu. Izrmaeu aoaanta1 •Saln.tion vill. be 

the att,a1nment ot those aoula vhiah pn learDld h1a doatrizieJ while the 

bo~• u bav.lng been taken tl'om the eart.b, :ls :l:aoapulA, of llharing in 

aalntion. n3T Harcion oontendacl tbat fleab vu nil, but, he d1d not 

oonolude that an aoald theretOl'e 1nd'1l ge :ln the m1a ot the f'lub. 

Because of hie stoical ba.oJrpolmd, no doubt, he rej·eoted the tleah •­

tirely'," and alao aondanned IIU'riap tor t:be same ru■om. •HcGittert 

ap.1e1na Hanion1a poa:l.t.1.on 1n tb1a vq• •To J)l"OGN&te the h1lllaD race 

.vu to aul~ lbhe nb3Hte GI the d8ldm-p aul Nl"WII b1a 1Dtereata. 

It vu theretor8 doabl¥ Vl'ODl••.38 To 'be aom,ijtent in thill Um of 

. l7Irenaeu, yainat Herem.ea,, !2• o:l.t., P• 79. 

38.lnhv.r llaOUtert., .l lllnof. ot Obljl.■Uma Tbomrht (In Torin 
Charle• Soribmr'• Sou, 1941), , Q. 
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tb:Snk1ng, Hared.on oould Smreue his almrahea malt b.r OODYen1on. Hence 

the Hared.om.tu wre mllltamt eYaDpl.:.tate. 

Strangeq, Maro1cm did llllke 'Wle of ■ae ldlld of Am'•ental IQ'lltell, 

at least, Bapt:laa. Ter\11U:Sen eketahes the oo:aditiou tor Bapt,1a. :la 

tlie Marcionite congregat.ions u 1'ollan: 

The f'leah 1& not, aacord1Dg to Haro:S.cm, Dllllfflled in the vat.er of 
the eacrament, unless it be ~ (aio) :In viz11ln1ti', vicknrhDod, 
or oeliba.oJ', or has purahueTbj d1vorce a t.:ltla to b~a, aa 
it even pnarat,ive iapateat■ d1d not all reae1w their- flesh boa 
nupt,:lal un1~.J!1 

The ultimate goal ot salvation tor Manion wu tnadall fioo• tbe material, 

the return or the apir:lt to God, an e■cape bom the n1gD of the Coao­

orator. What pan the Saorament. of'~ had in thi• plan 1a not 

al.ear. Perhaps :l.t wu Dm"eq an :ln:S:tiator., rite that ■bowed tbe oamli­

date •a ,...,JJ1ngm• to aacriftoe. 

Maroion did make one last prophea7 ot t.he ccmcl1t1.ona that 1IDUld pre­

vail before t.he final dq ot battle betwm th8 Good Ood ud tba Bril 

God. (There vu no nob tb1llg u a dQ' 1.D bia tbeoJ.oa.) Be 

predicted that. violent. attuke WN 1n atoN tor the ch\11'oh of tbe Ooocl 

God on the part of t.he Jniah Cbriat of tba Mun, 1lhoa Hua1cm oallecl 

the Ant1ahnat. 

'1'be Cburoh1a Eaabatolo87 

Such a 4ens.:, ot the SJllporuw of ta 'bo__, :1D Ute and aal.ftt4oa 

as Mand.GA abllip1oned prowked a atarm of protest. ft'GII Ireun■ and 

Tartullian. To dav' \he NIIUZ"l"eot.iOD of t.ba flesh vu to ... tbe 
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resurrection ot the Lord. 'l'h1a, in 'Wl'll, robbed the Church ot all bar 

comfort and her proof 1br the Tal:ld:l 't7 ot the craoif1zS.on. 

Both Irenaeua anrl T81"mllian aheq,:lomd the reeuneatioD ot the 

flesh agdmt Onoatio teaobinga .. Irenaeua dedaoea tor nnort, accord­

ing to. the Canon!! Tru.th, tha resurrectioil ot Cbriat1a bod7. The 

fellowship ot the Th1rd Covenant llllkea it a l011cal conaequenoe that, . ·, 
( 

11&n 1a flesh t.oo lba.11 rise. In addiUon, Irenaeua admou the in-

clll8lling ot the-Spir.J.L 1D man'■ body~ He vl"iteaa •It then 89911 nw · -...l 

hearts ot tleah become capable ot the 8piritJ 'llhat vonder 1f 1D the 

resurrection thq reca1ve that lite m1oh 1a liven b7 'the 8p1rit'1'40 

His t1nal proof is the Lord'• Supper. After God has been 1molred 

on the elemant.a, it ia the boq and blood ot Cir.lat llhiab 1a able to 

nourish mn '• tleeh unto t.he end. Be101M1 tbia, Irenaau bolda to a 

m11Janial1atio Tiev. 

Tertvll 1 an approaoh• th1a aubjeat from -other angle. '!'ha bac\r 

mwrt die. Hence vhell Saript.ure apeab ot the NIUl'reatioD, it, 1a 

speaking ot the body epecd.tio~. Death is 1111 --, ot God, llb1le 

Christ is Ood1a own Son. Death, therefore, 1a Vlldar nb3eatioD to 

Chriet. And 'llhen Christ prold.aea the naur:reoU.011, Be also bu the 

power and authority- to aoaapl Seh it. l'urt.hme, tbl clm:tal ot a 

tle8111¥ NIIUl"reotion 111 in r..UtJ' a elem.al ot tbe llllbatan• or ti. 
f'leah. Hovban daea neD ao great. a teuher •st.Pal ... 8Uoh a 

atatwDt. TIie ..-a that. ar1ae tl'GII the t1uh .,. .....,_, mt -not 

t.be flaeh l!!£ !!• Thia 1.a Tert-vll1an1a lilil ot----' ~ 
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agdDat Maro1an. He thoaght tba aubjeat ■o impartant and ao greatq 
I C. I 

maliped tbat be pellll8d an addit:1.0Dal treatiae, E! _a_es_v __ :re_c_t..,1on__..ie carn1a. 
In this work Termllian &1'811811 that, hoa Soript;un, lt 1a foolish to 

degrade the tleah. For God H:lmaelf fallhicmed the flesh ad bl.eased it 

w.lth a soul. Tht:, power ot God ·is full7 c:ca;iatent to effect the Nn1Tec­

t1on. Nature pi•o'li.dee us w-:lth amtfio:lent aamplaa and anal.Ogiea, aa.cih 

as, the sun reaurreotiz:w the earth after the night. The 1'1.esh and tba 

■oul also 110rk toget!>.er u a unit 1n aw and fJ'IV'7 act. lfenoe the 31dl­

ent will call the soul into aoccnmt u vell aa the f'leah. Thia ill 

aq,ly' stated 1n 'both the Nev and Old Teat..,nta ill r.a literal, not a meta• 

phorioal, sense. Prophets, Apost.lea• and Cl'.riat Himaelt atten to t.h1a 

tact. 'l'he aesa1on ot Cbriat on the right hand of the Father in Hill 111-

carnate nature ia a guarantee of the re■wreaticm ot 111111 •a tl.Mh. 

Christ's reaurreat.1.on as the Seacmd Mam u a pledge ot UD1■ renneo­

tion. Tertul.lian uaea the arp.11911t tbat, u Christ -1>raaed all MD ill 

Hie passion and death, eo aleo 'llill Be mbnae a11111111 ~ Bia re8111'1'90• 

tion. 

Sm111U7 of Ccmaluio11& 

Tims the Chia-oh'• &1181181" to Maroicm. ot Pcmtus •-- to be oom,lete 

md deo1a1ve. Yet the billto:r., of the Clmrall above tbat ~ C8ll'1al'1.N 

1181'8 to pua baton tbill MaNiold.te ■tra'lza vu end1oated fl'OII t.be 

Chr:lat,1-zi -ooamid.t.Y• 1'b1a IIOUld •..-1~ poilit to a -failure on ta 

pal't ot tl'.8 vitnn••• ot the Clmroh. Ber WIIIII" vu reuon~ oleal' 

and· a~ 111denuadable, paUDg the uaent w .11.u' pruvppollltlOlla. 

On the whole, hR paeit.ion vu adopted, U " the apnad ot ort.hocla 
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Ohriat.1.anit7 and tile reaolut.tona other aounoila dalomtrate. Yet the:re 

remained tr.lnge gzoupe that, oontained am aaillt..S.d Maral.on-liJm ele­

ments 1D their theolo17. But thia vu not ~ to be blamed OD Manion. 

Rather. Marcion 1a an aample ot a apu-it ~at vu iJlplioit :ID tbe 

Christiana of th:la tiJIIB. 'lb.a conaapt of a •tapb.pioal "1Jal1A ante• 

dates Haroion, espealalq :1n the line ot Greek thoupt.. And tza:m the 

esteem that suoh Greek phUoaopJlT enjo,ed duriqr this period, ve _,. 

conclude that it vu a aoBIDD elemant in man •a thouaht. 

Coupled with thia intlwmce taotor is also the impact v!d.oh 

Chriatianit.7 had on the •ralit.7 of the aurl'Wlld1ng 110rld. The Chriat.1.an 

thinker of the aeoond aantUl'J' could intelleotuall¥ Jmov vbat etbio 

Christianit.7 dananded, but at the aane t1ma realise the great plt that 

existed bet118B11 the ::l.deal and the real, u Hanlon himaelt obaeffed. 

Shoclced by the 1mmora11V ot the profeasS!lg Christiana• he might tlae 

to the deaert, or VJ' to looal:llle and ratiomlise the oauae ot eri1 1D 

the tl.eah of ll&ll1 and aimolude that it auat be mortified. W. haTe ·•em 

the pbenoaeno,, ot aaaetia:lma begin in t.hia -..,-, and alao Haroion •• 

radical dualiaa. Imbibed vi.th O:reek pbilosophJ' and toll.ovizlg a CI01Jl'88 

dictated 'b7 raaacm, ll&ll found someone or IIOIIB'Uwlg elae to b,.._ tor 

his lfrila. 

Another poeaible tutor in the ..-tir:c failure ot the Churah '• 

mawer aq lie :1n the 11111atift inn.•1118 of apol.optia 1.taelt. Tbe 

CtDaroh •11 ■poke- aould lllll did auaoead :1n 'lllldandn1ng the buia of 

Muo:lon '• theoloa, am a1.ao nooeedecl 1D lhovillg t.llat ChrlaUanit, bad 

a IID1"8 981.id olai.11 OD ta:lt.la, bllt t,bey ODuld not upe IIOWlle into thla 

faith. Thie 11 ■1nel\ t.bl wl'k of Ood1a Spirlt, llhiob vu aoacmpl1eb'ld 



:lD God •e own t.1•. 
Maroion•a attack waa avitt and aer.l.oua, ao ■erioua that it took 

nearl.J' sevent7""tive 79an to anawer bill. Yet the Chwoh did anawr 

wery point ot Marcicm •a thaoloO', God, Cbrietolo17, Sariptarea and 

Eschatolog:, by aaploying a C0\1Dter..propoe1tion IIBtbod, b;y utiliming tbe 

author.l.ty o.r Scr.tpture, Apaatolla Tradition oonta1necl :lD the Regula 

Fidei. These •thod& ot proof &l'8 extremely uiportant to the Boman 

Chunh or todq •• A COmplll'iaOD in tbla area rewa.1 DB u &11 addi~­

facet tor stu~. 1'enull1•n•• anner 1n this battle alreaq ahcnled h18 

greatness which later earned him tha title ot the Pat.her ot Latin 

ChriatiaDit)'. IYen hill te:rmiDolo117, vh:l.ch VU detwmizJad not. onq b7 

this contzowny, became DOl"llative :ln Wast.em Chriatianity tc:, thie ft17 

<tq. · 

In brief BUIIIIIU'J', the Ohvoh!a amwar to Marc:loll ot Pontua vu 

tbie1 the Gospel, beaauae it rests on l'fl81.ation, 1a the aure mamte•­

tation ot the evpreme God., and 1ta uoeptanae 1a lite etlll'Dal. Tbe 

essential oontant ot this manitestation 1a the meaaage ot the ~•unao­

ticm and eternal lite, than tbe preaoh!Dg ot moral. pu.rit.7 on the buia 

of repentance tOVU'd God. Christ 111 tn~ the God-Han, the nn■1R ot 

the Father. He bas tl'lll.7 conquered the dnil.1 and the dmd.n:lcm ot aiD 

and claath. Remmoiation takes place :ln the aontat ot the 1wanent tmd, 

not the ••eent1al ffllneae ot •tter. Cbr1et hu OGllll:ltted to ohoND 

aen the Pl"eaobilra ot Hill •••aa•• i'@zloe tbe11' vr.t.t1-• are Ood •• cnm. 

Chr:lat aleo JDOteotll their U'UllldBslon and 1DtarpretaUon. "n■l11', 

Obl'1814an:lt:, :S.a the one. va varld relJa!ml. Tbe Jnieh utlon -

tbl IIOl'lcl1e pzepant.iml for Cbr1■t• 
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