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of
Hellenism and Christianity.

Intréduction.,

l, Definition of Hellenism,

2, Usage of term.
a. wider sense,-Greek culture. (cities)
b. narrow sense,- proselytes, Jews of Diaspora,
¢c. present use.fmeaning of Hellenic and Hellenistic)
d. use in Scripture,-Grecians;Hellenists.
. Indirect references. Synagog and congregation,

3« Hellenistic Judaism,
a. conquest of Alexander=heginning of Hellenism, ..:
b. causes of Dispersion. (Deportation,Spirit oflfleople!
c. effect of Dispersion,-proselytizing,
d. later history., y 3

X. under Ptolemies. Jewsyprospered. LXX made i

y. under - Seleucidae. Battle with Hellenisf:Onias

'Zz. under Maccabees. Victory of orthodox party.

e, Hellenism under Rome,

X, condition of Rome. _ ~Tese
l.religious.Decline.Reformation of Augustus,
2.political,-lack of spirit.
3.80cial. Low morality. (literature)

4,2 suicide of a nation,-general darkness,

Yo Diaspora under this government.

Internal and external growth.
I. Hellenic Influences on Judaism. -fusing of thought.

1. Influence on the Jewish masses. ~t.g
a. entry through Hellenistic Judaisp.Emigrants returnir

b. education and literature.(current events;schools)
c. political conditions. Government-taxes-revolts.
d. religious influence. External,-favoured spread.
2. Influence on the upper classes.
a. intellectual,-studied pagan writers, (Pauvl)
b. political. SanBedrin subjected. ~—cetle, .
c. religious., Negative effect except through Helkenists
3. The synagog, 2 means of spreading Hellenism. ;
a. origin of the synagog. Beginning and extent. '
b. the synagog and synagog schools. Growth; effegggi g
¢, influence of the synagog. (on Gentile; on Christian}
II. Hellenism and Judaism(as a Basis for Christianity! y

l. Judaism.
a., Jesus' 1life and teaching. A Jew among Jewvs.

b. Judaism in Jerusalem. Strong and strict.
c. Peter and Paul, Ohserved the Law,

2. Hellenism,
a. tendency of Hellenism. Disregard for temple cult,

b. associations in terminology. Christ; Lord.
c. Paul as Hellenist teacher., (religious liberty).
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Outline for :
Hellenism and Christianity. (continued).

III. Hellenistic Christianity in Jerusalem.
l. The early congregation. (especially Hellenists).
a. Gonditions for its rise., Classes of people.
b, beginning. Disciples.Hellenism in Jerussalem.
¢, developement., Pentecost. (among 5000),.
d. components. Hellenistic synagog, Act 6,9;9,29..~.
e, state of affairs at Acts 6,1, Hellenists in mimority
2. The Seven Hellenist Deacons,
8. choosing,- by congregation,
b. class, Hellenists, Judaists, or Préselytes.,
c. duties. Distributors of charity. Preachers,
d. Stephen, the Hellenist preacher, 3
a. preaching int he synagogs. (Hellenistis synagogs).
b. accusation., Destruction of the temple,
c. Stephen's defense., Story of Israel, Denunciatf%ﬁﬁPro-
d. opponents of Stephen. Political leaders,
e. execution. Interruption of speech. »3 ;
f. difference in dealing of Jews. Stephen vs Peté&&John.
4, The Persecution following his death.
a. against Hellenistic Christians, Judaists remained.,
b. Saul of Tarsus. Hellenist persecuting Hellenists.
c. Persecution not agesinst Palestinian Christians, .
d. dispersion of Hellenists. Judaea, Samaria, end onwarc
e, some Hellenists remained. Barnabas; Ciliclans.
5. Council of Jerusalem,
a, Judaism, Strict observance of cereménies.
b. Pavl and Barnabas. Report at Jerusalem,
c. Argument of Peter and motion of James, Lok
d. Result of Council. Independence and religiocus libert;
6. Conditions till Destruction. '
a., Judaism stationary. Under James.
b. Ascendency of Hellenism. Foundation of church.

IV, The Spread of Hellenistic Christianity.

1. Factors in this spread.
a, command of Jesus. Judsea, Semaria, and the world

b. experience of Apostles. Gentiles more readif%zﬁé ieve
c. language. Hellenistic Greek simple ané universal.
d. Roman government. Travel safe; cosmopolitanism.
2. Palestine, '
a, Judaea., Much preaching here. Philip; Peter.
b. Samaria. Philip:Samaria. Peter:Caesarea.
c. Galilee.)(by inference only) j —
d. after 70 A.D. Epistle to Hebrew. Dispersion of Jews.
3., Panl, the missionsry to the Gentiles. _
a. chosen fcr the work. (Ananias).

b. Hellenistic Jew. Neither purely Greek or Jew.
¢, Hellenist in speech and thought.

d. Not a Hellenizer, Educated as Pharisee.

e. Hebrew of Hebrews, and yet Greek to Greek.




Outline for

Hellenism and Christianity. (conclusion)

4, Asia Minor,
a. Syria. (Damascus; Antioch)
b. Phoenicia. (Tyre, Sidon, and Ptolemais)
ce Cilicia, (Damascus). Entire land,
d. Cyprus. Salamis, and though island,
@+ Galotia.( Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.
f. Asias (Troas. Ephesus).
5. Europe. Crnei
a. Greece. (Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens,Corint
b. Italy. (Journey. Malta., Rome, Italy)
6. Hellenism and Gentile Christianity.
7. Results of Paul's preaching. Gentile Christiany.
Conclusions -Z=x)
1, Reaction of Hellenisp and Christianity, (Mutual reaction)
2. Christianity affected Hellenism,
a. the Hellenists. Negative and positive. Lorrtod
b. the Hellenes. Religious thought and morality of world.
3Influence of Hellenism on Christianity. )
a., Hellenism. Lsnguage; synagog. aodia
b, Hellenic culture. Equality. City-state.Freedogzgg acti
4, Christianity not influenced in doctrine. =-Jesus an aul.
a. by Hellenists., No distinctive doctrines.
b. hy Greeks. Different locality, nature,and essence,
5. Spread and victory of Hellenism,




A,

The purpose of this thesis is to show the relation of
Hellenism to Christianity. It will deal especially with the action
and inflvence of the one upon the other in the Apostolic Age. It
would he hardly pcssible that two such great movements as Hellenism
and Christianity covld exist at the same time without affecting one
another, _

Hellenism indeed, in the narrow sense, had its beginning much

before the Christian era, end had spread greatly by the time Christ-

Janity entered the world, so that the Jew of the Dispersion was
known in almost every part of the Hellenic world. Into this large
organizatirn Ynown as the Diaspora Christianity entered, and, due

to its pecwliar nature, and the rapidity of its spread, exerted a

grest influence vnon it. Not only were the Hellenistic synagogs

changed into Christian congregations, their doctrines and manners

of life eventually became entirely Christian., In worship and organi-

zaticn the Hellenist was influenced bty the preaching of the Gospel.
Christianity entered into the organization known as the_gz;épora,

Put only after it had touched ancther party very distinctly: J;E;Esm.

It bepen among the Jews of Palestine, and was originally built up

on the religicn of the orthodox Jew. But it formed the foundation

for Poth the Hellenistic and Judaistic congregations. There were not

two tynes of Christianity originally, but one. The doctrine of
Christ, the fuvlfilment of the 01d Testement prophecies,was the same

vh ether taﬁpht among Hellenists or Jrdaists. It was one in doctrime

end nrincinle. Yet, when it touched these various classes, it was
nnderstoed differently in minor points, and followed out more

accordine tc the nabture of the individual organization into which

it entered. T'-e essential points remained the seme, but in details

of practise and thoubough a ceptance of 1ts distinctive nature there

oo @ ..-t.(-tf‘i .{' el © twm 2s elet et ins o Kelfeciran,

was g s]ipht difference in Juvdaism and Hellenism.

- e e L



B.

Christianity had for its foundation the elements common to
hoth the Judaists and the Hellenists, the true Jewish religion, as
fouond in the 01d Testament. As we are treating Hellenism though,
in this thesis, we cannot enter into the manner in which Chris_izg.:’a'nity
was sccepted and spre=sd by the Jnddists as deeply as when we

consider the Hellenists.™
LeTe
Hellenism hecame the nrcleus of the Christian churches otf‘ él.ater

times, tecause of its nature as a sturdy Jewish organization, and
vet somevhat torched hy the Hellenic culture of the age., It was
Jewish and trerefore co'ld understand the background of Chri;'llﬁ.anity
hetter than the Gentile w-o hecame Christianj and yet it was not
altepether Jéwish in symoathy, so that it could also more readily

understsnd the distinctive Christian doctrines of the new dispensa-

tion than their Palestinisn bretheen. N
—

But Hellenism also eided the spread of the Gosnel throughout
the cities where the Diaspora had takén hold. This was accoml-a-lc;’shed‘
in two ways. First, by the Hellenist missionaries, such men as Pa'u.'l,,
Barnahes, Stephen, and Philip.-These men, heing Hellenists, pr;fizzhed
Christisnity to hoth Jew and Gentile, becoming thus the means of
spresding the Gosrel in Jerusalem and through the rest of the world,
Secondly, the Disnersion itself wss a great factor in this spread1 of
Christianity. The Jews heard the ‘.%’oﬁ before the Gentiles, ac;o:lzung
to the rmle of presching laid down by Christ himself. Some. of them

telieved and formed the nucleus of the later congregations. Thgse
i Wl sen

two inflvenced of thr snread of Christianity often coincide, as when
Panl vreached to the Hellenist synagog at Jerusalem, or Barnabas

preached to the Jews on the island of Cyprus. But being spread by

Hellenists and to Hellenists, Christianity found a foothold in
the various orpanizations known as the 'synagogs of the Diaspora’

and thenkvread t-roughout the world.




1.

Hellenism and Christianity.

Introduction.
The term 'Hellenism' is derived from the Greek word Eanres,

which denoted the Greeks as distinguished from the Fage«’esc, and
' .. whied
later, from the Jews. It is connected with the verb £49% »<fs, which

means 'to imltate the Greeks!, hence 'to speak Greek', A Hellenist
- Lo, -

then was originally one who had adopted the Greek language, especia-

1ly, one who imitated the Greeks., From the root meaning many

various usages of the term have been derlved.

'Hellenism! is used in its wldest sense to denote an influe

ence of Greek cvlture upon any other nation. It is thus used by

Schuerer’when he applies the term Hellenistic to some thirty

cities in Palestine. These cities, though being under Roman rule,

were" free" cities, self-governing, and had authority to coin their

own money. The Greek influence in these Palestinian cities is
shown on the coins which are found, dating from the beginning of
the modern era. The reference, when speaking of these citles as
Hellenistie, is more to the architecture and to the Hellenic
system of government, by which the city became a clty-state, free
in itself, though under the rule of a higher monarch, than to the
spveaking cf the Greek language and fhe prevalence of Greek culture
in peneral. These cities either remained free under the Roman
government or were freed by it; and were either bullt or rebuilt
by the Emperors along lines adopted from Greece, when Hellenle
culture spread throughout the land.

| In a narrower sense 'Hellenism' is used in two ways. ?gg
first 1s: a proselyte to Judaism of Greek or other forelgn ancJétry.
It i1s used thus among the Jews of Palestine and other countries in

the Roman period, and among the Jewish Christians of the time. _ _

(1) sdherer: Geschichte des Juedischen Volkes. pg 82-175.




2.

-l
The second use of the word denotes Jews living outside of Palestine

who had adopted Greek, usually in some dialectic form, as their
common tongue, and had also yielded more or less to Greek civili-
zation. This implies that in many respects t hey hed ceased to be
strict Jews. The latter class- Hellenistic Jews- were known as
"Jews of the Dispersion",

@
This meaning of 'Hellenism!, as referring to the Jews of the

Diaspora, will generally be adopted throughout this thesis. As
Hellenism may have various meanings at different times, though,
and in other connections, it is well to distinguish between its
two edjectives Hellenic and Hellenistic., We will use Hellenic as
denoting any influence of Greek culture upon the world at large','-br

upon the Jewish nation in particular. The use of Hellenistiec shall

be restricted to the Greek-speaking Jew, and to his influence,
either in the Dispersion or in the home-land. Hellenistiec Christ-
ianity will then be used of those Hellenistic Jews who have accep-
ted Christianity. It will thus be opposed to Judaistic Chris’tfﬁnity, '
which will denote the Palestinian Jewish Christian,

The term EN»r@fysis vsed but two, possibly three times in
the Greek New Testament. Acts 6,1 speaks of the murmuring of the
Hellenists against the Hebrews. The Authorized Version translates
13> 'ENy»eotsr with 'Grecians', while the Revised Version has 'Hell=-
enists' in & marginal reading; as also in Acts 9,29, where the‘&ﬁea-
rers of Paul's preaching are called %2Ay>%r45 ., There is a differs
ence of opinion as to the third place, for the readings differ.

This passare is Acts 11,20, where the Greclians or Hellenists,

whichever it may he, are spoken of as Christians of Antioch.
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Though we have only thesé three direct references to Hellenis-
tiec Christians, reference is made to them indirectly througinout
| the New Testament. There are numerous hints as to Hellenistic
synagogs in Jerwrsalem in Acts, and the later congregations founded
by Pavl and others are partly Hellenistic. The Apostles preached
first to the Jews and then also to the Gentiles. This method they
followed out strictly, so that in every church there was a party
of Hellenists. Hellenism, chiefly represented by Paul, also had
some effect wpon the Council at Jerusalem, where it was opposed to
the Judaistic party.
The Hellenists, as a rule, accepted Christianity in 1its full
significance more quickly than thé Palestinian Jews, as they had

been ot in the world and had some ideas of how a religion would

be wit-out the strict observance of tle Jewish Law. Such a condi-
tion the Palestinian Jew covld not understand. The Hellenists,
havinr come into contact with the Gentiles, would be more willing
to preach to them than the Jew who had never been among them, and
to whom the verv home of the Gentile was unclean.

Hellenistic Judaism was formed by the association of Jews
With Greeks. Hellenism first found its way into the life and thoug-
ht of the Jews in any noticeable degree at about the time of
Alexander the Great,(355-323 B.C.). He put an end to the Persia.n
dominion of Palestine)as he also subjected the Persian kingdom
itself to his rule. Therefore also the Jews who had remained in
foreign lands after the Babylonian captivity were made subject to
him. Alexander made himself master of Asia, and even Jerusalem N
seems to have come peaceably into his possession. There seems to

he a nueleus of truth in the story of Josephus, that Jaddua the

T | e Lo
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high-priest and the leading inhabitants of Jerusalem went ouﬁith
pomp to meet Alexander, and that they were recieved with reverence
and emotion. Alexander was inclined favorably toward the J ew: ';.fnd
settled a large number of them in his newly-founded capital :l‘z;-an-
dria, where they afterward grew into a large and prosperous c&fgﬁyf

Alexander and the result of his conquests brought witﬁ¢%ﬁam
new ideas and western ways of life, which eventually permeate&hthe
Ehorghts and habits of £ha pecpls ke eonguerels Grssk lenguage and
Greek literature hecame widely knowq,and in the cities of later
times the constitution and arrangement of the Greek cities was
éeneral]y adopted. At first these Hellenic or Hellenlstic tenden-
cies, as they wére'called,were resisted quite effectively at Jeru-

salem; hut in the course of time they also exerted a considerable

inflvence here as elsewhere,

wodd
But not only was the spread of the Jews throughout the world

due to such forcible deportations as the Babylonian Captivity and
- lae-
the bringing of Jews to Alexandria. These at least were not entire-

Lanits

1y the cause of the later "dispersion". "Partly through such causes,
but largely by impulses acting within a prolific and enterpirizing
race, the world had hecome full of Jews"y The Jews were in the
Habit of following the main 1lines of trade and settling at the mein
seats of industry. This they did the more extensively as thei:#;re
granted freedom to do so, and as they recieved protection on Eﬂgir
travels and during their habitatibn in foreign lands. Special

invitations by rulers who prized the Jewish traits of orderliness

and thrift also brovght ma

(1) Dummelow, Commentary. Intr. xlix.
(2) Ropes, The Apostolic Age. pg.48.




?
E
r
.
z
i
i

Se

to seek thelr fortune in other countries. Large migrations would
thus take place to newly-founded cities. '

The Jews, wherever they went, took ;iong with them the Law
and the synagog, so that at the Council of Jerusalem James could
say: "For Moses of o0ld time hath in every city them that preach
him, heing read in the synagog every Sabbath day"r Juddism indeed
remsined an exclusive religion wherever 1t might be preached, but
only insofar as the Jews themselves were concerned. They would
not go to the heathen, but accepted the heathen if they came to
them. Wherever they might be scattered, in Syria, Asla Minor!‘
Greece, Italy, or Africa, ' they maintalned their corporat;d;;g?&ur
ality, and also made successful attempts to win new adherents,-
proselytes- from the surrounding Greek p0pu1ation'f This was the
baginning of Hellenistic Judaism, out of which Hellenistic Christ-
1énity finally develoved. |

After the death of Alexander, Palestine was the bone of con-
tention tetween Egypt and Syria; but after the battle of Ipsus in
301 BR.C it passed@ to Egypt, and was ruled by the Ptolemies for the
next century. These at first favored the Jews, and as a result the
Jews were also contented and prosperéus. They were permitted to
build synagogs and practise their religious rites. Greek culture

must have had some influence upon them though,not only in manner

‘of living, but also in their religious practise. The outstanding

feature of the Hellenism of this time, and the most important one
-Ea-u e

for all subsequent Jewish religion in the Diaspora, was the trans-
lation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek. This translatilon, the

Septuagint, was made, or at least begun, under the reign of

Ptolemy II Philadelphus, (284-247 B.C.). Here we have the most _

(1) Ropes. The Apostolic Age, pg.48.
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outstanding example of Hellenistic Greek which is later used by
Josephus, Philo, and some of the early Christians. Abounding in
the

Hebrew and Aramaic words, forms, and idioms, it shows not only the

effect of Greek upon Hebrew thought but also the effect of Hebrew

on the Greek language.
: b.c.
Under the Seleuclidae, who ruled Palestine from about 200 B,C

until the Jews galned their independence under the Maccabees, the
well
battle between Hellenism and Judaism began. The Jews were ruled well

under the Seleucidae, but Hellenizing influences entered in from
Antioch, the Syrian capital, which was the stronghold of Hellenis-
tic Judasism, This influence soon brought trouble into the orthodox

Jewish partyv. The rulers seemed to favor Hellenism, and there soon

arose a powerful Hellenistic party in Jerusalem. Seleucus IV
Philopator accentuated the situation in Jerusalem by repressing
the natriotic party and attempting to plunder the temple.

During the Yeign of his successor, Antiochus Epiphanes,
matters came to a head. The Hellenizing party, the sons of Toblas
at its head, were driven out of the city by Onias, the high-priest
and leader of the orthodox party. Epiphanes intervened, allowging
Onias to remain high-priest, but having as assistants tools of his
own chcosing. Onias, not wishing to be ruled by Epiphanes, retired
to Egypt and founded a temple of his own at Leontopolis, 170 B.C,
where the devout who had followed him to Egypt worshipped in the
future. After a revolt in the city of Jerusalem, Antiochus plun-
dered the temple and put into it an image of Zeus, rearranging the
service in the Greek fashion. He also reorganized the state,
appointing over it a royal commissioner. A series of uprisings on

the part of the Jews now occured, but these were unsuccessful

until the time of the Maccabees,
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. serles of victories lasting hardly two years, cleared Palestinz’of'

7.

The Maccabeean war was essentlally a combat between the

orthodox and Hellenistic Jewish parties. Judas Maccabaeus, in a

the Syrians and the consequent Greek influence. On December 25,
165 B.C the temple was rededicated, an event commemorated in the
Feast of Dedication; and after this, comparative peace and inde-
pendence was enjoyed until Pompey added Palestine to the Roman
Empire in 63 B.C. Through the Maccabeean war, however, an end was
put forever to the forcible entering of Hellenic prineciples into
Jerusalem. They continued to creep in, but in ways which were not
noticed and therefore not objected to. Thus also it happened that
the term 'Hellenist', which had teen so hateful to the orthodox

Jew came to bhe used without any special prejudicef

Palestine was ruled by Rome at the beginning of the

modern era. The Roman world, however, was in a state of decline

af the time. The state-religion was nearing its downfall so quick-
ly that the senate became alarmed at the situation and in 724qK}U.
C gave to Augustus the right to dispose of the priesthood as hg
sew fit. Aupustus tried to rejuvenate the stete=religion, bufqﬁith
1ittle success. The senate ordered solemn prayers to_be said for
him, but it was soon the custom not only to say prayers for, but
also to him. Temnles were built in his honor together with tha%fof

the poddess of Rome. The Emperor seemingly objected to such prag-

" tises, but feebly. In reality he sanctioned them, as he ordered the

==

imperisal Lares to be worshivped. Augustus did not succeed in bring- -

ine about a religious reform, but rather instigated a political

(1) New International Encyclopedia. xxi, 118, .
(2; De Pressensé, The Ancient World and Christianity. pg.422f.

PRITZLATFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.

___
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reform he tried to bring about.

The decline of the state-religion caused all to go to differ-
ent lines of religious worship. The images in the temnles were
corrupted, the Penates thrown away after a calamity, and no one
ever Bdlieved in the gods anymore. This circumstance, accentuated
by the immorality of the priests, made the people turn to other
sources to obtain deliverence from the fear of death and hidden
powers. Therefore they turned to the Mystery-religions, and even
the Jews gained many followers. Thus there was a dark, undefined
grooing after God, which could not be satisfied by the state-reli-
fions or the philosophy of the times; but this longing was not
fully understocd till the religion of Christ had come.

As the religious situation, so was also the political and

the social. Familvy.life being broken down the state could not flo-
urish for any length of time. Every one wanted to enjoy life witp-
out heeding the state of affairs in the Empire. Hence there wggmno
spirit for increasing the dominion of the Empire, nor'zeal tdhﬂgve
a judicious and powerful government in Rome itself. In fact,” the

T XY "C:
social condifion was one to break down any law and order that would

1nterfere.ﬁith the fullest gratification of the desires.

Family life, since it was in a state of decline, caused the
entire social condition to correspond to the religious and the
political. Clement of Rome, as well as Juvenal and Tacitug, give

us a glaring account of the moral turpitude of Rome., "Juvenal

pictures for us in one stroke, in one striking passage, the degra-

dation of woman in his day, when he describes her as passing with
a cynical smile the altar of modesty".’ Of the men very little

need he said except that they were much worse than the women, _ _

(1) Satire VI. reqroted from De Pressense, Ancient World. pg.427.
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unnatural lust prevalling, and the result of lust, bloodshed,

This was especially evident in the circus, where the blocd of the
gladiators flowed in torrents.

Even the literature was affected by the conditions of tﬁzaage.
Thorrh much attentlon was paid to it, there was, with the exc;%?ion
of such men of genius as Juvenal and Tacitus, a general striving
for form, for meaningless, high-sounding phrases. As literature,
so also art hecamé corrupt. It was fostered, but decayed because
of the sge, which had not a true appreciation for beauty.

There was in peneral at the time a feverish unrest; an ever
increasing longing for the enjoyment of life, and the consequent
plungineg into vices as deeply as possible. The Roman citizen,hﬁﬁth
all his slaves end all1 his luxury was in a state of continual dis-
satisfection with 1ife and had a longing for everything that was
new and vleasure=bringing. This terrible ennuil led to the commit-
tinpg of ever greater crimes. And when there was no more pleasurg
to he found the Roman wou:ld cormit svicide in discust of liYiné“in

- s

sueh times. Such actions really tynified the suicide of the entire ..

nation.

But 'in order to determine if the world was prepared to re-
cieve Christianity we must look higher than the reckless crowd
and the degraded aristocracy, who seem, &s they throng to the cir-
cus in Rome, to forget that life has eny meaning at all'r The "
fgroaning in ignorance and the longing for light is shown in somé of
the voetry of this vericd, of which Virgil is the great exponent.

Thouph there wes in the pagen world a longing for truth, and cer-

their

tain ideas sbout a future deliverance, they hed not reached -
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with the Jews who had a synagog in almést every city of the Roman
Empire they did not recieve any such knowledge, for Judaism had
itself onl';v promises and symbols' to offer. The statement is then
not justified, that Christianity was everywhere present in a"rg%-ate
of society which had not yet recieved Christ’.

In such a condi.tion of the Roman world, the Diaspora found

even greater opportunities for increasing than ever before. Hellen-

istic Judaism, holding itself aloof from the corrupting influences
of the nation, not joining in the syncretistic tendencies of the
age, spread nevertheless under the shadow.-of' existing conditions,
encorraged by the protection given them by this strong though de-
clining government. Not only was the growth of the Diaspora

aided internally, but in the condition of the world at the time.

the Jew saw ample opportunity for proselyting, which was accompli-

shed: more easily and quickly than ever hefore.

I. The Hellenic Influence on Judaism,

The difference between the Jew and the Greek was somewhat,

thorgh not pgreatly, overcome by the effect of Hellenic 1nf1uen:=es

2 AT

upon the Jewish messes. Paul had uttered a very true statemendtth wpfn

he said: "The Jews require a sign and the Greeks seek after wisdom".
This sentence, showing the difference between the Jew and Greek

had almost universal application. The Jews, trained in 0l1d Testa-
ment study, and filled with the traditions of the elders, expec-

ted a deliverer who would do many signs and wonders, and would be
attested with miraculous events, as the propheciles indicated to
‘l:hem:3 And vet they expected a purely political deliverer, whoM;fould

W
again free_ all of _Israel with his miraculous deeds._ Thus they were

(1) M.Havet in Depressensd, Ancient World,pg.468.

2) ICor 1,22. 24,
fS) Foakes-’-.]’ackson, Studies in the Life of the Early Church. DPg.34.
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always seekins a sign, even when Jesus appeared, and with this
naturel expectancy of the supernatural, it is not strange that
they did not believe Jesus even though he did perform miracles.

The Greeks, on the other hand, wanted wisdom. To them, who
were always engrossed in speculation, there was little of impor=-
tance In a sign, except that it pointed to a higher ordering of
the universe. They wanted speculation, a better system of philo-
sonhy, to outclass and supercede all former systems, which they
felt to te 1lnadequate. This nature of the Hellenie, however,
inflrenced the Jewish to some extent, as the educated Jew, by
reading the Greek works on Philosophy, imbibed some of the atmos-
phere proclaimed through them. This was especially truve of .the
Jewish Alexandrian school, which greatly indulged in speculation
an@ allegorizing.

Not only did Hellenic thought enter into Hellenistic Juda=-
ism, but it also through the latter entered into the life of even
the lower classes in Palestine. The Jewish emigrants, for soclal
and religious purposes, kept themselves in contact with Jerusalem
and occasionelly resorted to it for the great Feasts. Consequent-
1y they could herdly avoid transmitting Greek tendencies and Anflu-

ences to their own peopnle. _
The Jews at this time were generally taking a large parf“in
education and literaturef‘It is an acknowledged fact that theﬁ$2ws
of this time not only desired information about current happenihgs,
but were also interested in what was being teught at the schools.
The first of these was no doubt actuated by the expectancy of a

new kingdom and a new ruler -in this tire, and they wanted to have

(1) Stanley, History of the Jews. I, 409.
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want a following. The second condition is shown by the reports
that the Jews, even the lower classes, recieved and repeated the
humor used in the class-room of the schools by the instuctors.
Puns snd riddles are renorted to have heen spread throughout the
land., These conditions, though not necessarily Hellenistic 1nﬂ%55mp
selves, were surely the result of the Hellenic influence brought
into Palestine hy the Jews of the Dispersion and Roman culture at
large. The Greek language 1itself greatly aided in bringing abéut
these conditions, as it was used almost universally, having becqme
so simple that it could bte understood ewen by the uneducated. Iﬁ'is
even probable that the Jew in Palestine at the time of Chriséhgguld
for the most part speak Greek..But this will be treated more thou-
roughly later. .
The political situation was controlled bi the Roman govern-
ment, which had organized Palestine into a province with a special
riler, according to the Greek manner of government. Schuerer shows
this, when he proves that many of the cities of Palestine even were
constituted as city-statesf The Romans, however, demanded taxes
from all of Palestine, and enormous ones, so that the Jews were
really also suffering under tﬁe burden of the Roman government.
The tax of one/fifth to one/tenth on produce, a personal tax, and
customs on imports and exports must have oppressed the Jews consi-
derahly. The common people then, as a result of the oppresaion,

hated the government of the Romans and expected a.Liberayor from

their yoke. So great was the influence of Hellenic tendenclies upon

the masses.
There were at trhis time many seditlons and revolts begun 1n
were_a  turbulent

(1) Schverer, Geschichte des Juedischen Volkes. 82ff.
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and discontented faction, not at a2ll1 popular with the Hellenic
population of the otties’ " The Jew was at this time a fighter

and a formidable one, not only because of his intense fandticism,
but because he was consumed with-a desire for world-domination,
which he concleved had heen foretold by the prophets. He felt him-
self, moreover, a member of a nation which had a real corporate
existence apart from the rest of the Empire"." So great was the
danger of outbhreaks on the part of the Jews that the Governor was
at the Feasts of the Jews personally, to forestall any 1nsurr;3€ijons
at such a time.  Hellenic tendencies therefore had a negativevlg'f?ect :}
on Jewish political conditions.

Religion smong the Jews was influenced only externally by
Hellenic clture. "With intercommunication of distant countries |
broucht to a state of perfection the world had not hitherto k{mwn, ‘
the organization of Judaism was elaborete and efficient"f. Thea‘ {oman
Law could not interfere with theilr religion, as it was natimal and
therefore nrotected. The Sabbath rest was sanctioned, even in the
Roman armv. Throusch such freedom the Jews were given their oppor-
tunity for sction. The progress in wealth and numbers among t‘}"le !
Jews of the Diaspora was alarming, and this was increased yeg{.‘%ﬁzg-ough
proselytizing. To the synagogs Greek men and especially Greek
women were attracted. "The lofty and rigorous moral precepts, the

nohble monotheism, the observance of the Sabbath, and the distinc-

tions between clean and unclean food won large numbers of persons

* .
to adopt something of the Jewish religion"., Thus the Jewish reli-

glon was_able to_spread greatly during_this time of politicel  _

(1) Foakes-Jackson, Rise of the Homan Empire. pge95.

(2) Luke 23,1.
(3) Foakes-Jackson, Rise of the Roman Empire. pg 95.

(4) Ropes, The Apostolic Age. pg 48.

_
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uhrest, and gain many followers from the numbers of Gentiles in
the cities where they- had their synagogs. deéism'was then influs=
enced in some degree by Gretk thought and culture, as this afgg’was
in turn 1nr1uencegwﬁudaism to some extent.

As the common people ceme in contact with Hellenie culture,
8o also the upper classes, in Jerusalem as elsewhere., The more
educated stuvdied parsan writers in the higher schools after aéﬁﬁg;nt-
ing themselves with the Scriptures and the expositions of the
Talmud. Thus it happened that Philo and some of the gnostics gki;éss-
ed ideas and formed theories which closely correspond to the tﬁoughts
propounded by Greek pliilosophers. Paul has often been erroneously
classed in this group of Hellenic thinkers, But Paul, though he

wes educated in Greek and used Hellenic speech, was not Hellenic,

as he did not spread the doctrines which were current among the

Hellenic people of the time. Paul wes a Pharisge of the Dispe?@%on,
but not affected by his surroundings in such a manner as to have
his thought influenced by them, "Paul was an able and thouroughly
trained Jew, who had gained from his residence in a Greek city

L
that degree of Greek education which complete familiarity with the

Greek language and the habitual use of the Greek translation of

the Seriptures could bring. At bottom he ever remained the Jew,
in his feelings, in his background of 1deas, and his mode of tﬁought

but he knew how to make tolerably intelligible to Greek readers

the truths in which, as he came to believe, lay the satisfaction

of their deeper needs."*

.Pavl was always fundamentally the Jew, with whom what he
knew of Greek hahits of thought and ideas rested for "the most(part i

8s a veneer on the surface, or was used by him merely as a conve-

nient tool. He hsed the Greek language, being a Hellenistic Jew,
(1) Ropes, The Apostolic Age. 104,
(2) Ropes, id. 122,

B e
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but that was not because he could not speak any other. Being well-
educated, he could also converse in Aramaic, the common tongue of
Palestine, and possibly also knew Hebrew, which was so closely re-
lated to Aramaic, and the hasis for studying the 01d Testeament
Seriptures. The incident in Acts’which shows Paul speaking to the
people of Jerusalem in 'Hebrew' which probably means Aramaic,

Caem

proves two things, 1. Paul was expected- to speak Greek; and we can
assume from this, that the people.of Jerusalem on the whole had }at
least a little knowledge of the Greek language. 2. That Paul,
tho-gh heing o Hellenist, could also speak Aramaic to become as he
says all the more'all things to a2ll men'. Greek language and
Greek thought was therefore also to some extent influential among
the educated Jews. _

There wes especially a very distinct Hellenic effect upg;ft the
uvner classes of the Jews in the political life of the country.
Thou.gﬁ Palestine was under the rule of a Roman governor, and more
generally under a king who was in turn subject to Roman authority,
the rule of rome was that which dominated all of Jewish life. The
Jews had lost 211 power of their own, their Sanhedrin even, the n
highest power in the land, not having the power of executing _a';%one.
This situation, that their highest authority was ruled by a ?;;gign
power, was one which annoyed the Jews very much. They expected a
Liberator from this evil at any time, even trying to put Jesus
into such a position when they wanted to maike him their king aftnr
he had fed the five thousand people. ' oy

Just as the Sanhedrin was l1imited in its power along politi-

%,
cel lines, so also in religious affairs. Herod indeed had tried to

ingratiate himself with the Jews by building them a great _temple,

(1) Act 22,2.
(2) John 18,31.
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but the effect of this was at once counteracted by his action of
giving the peovrle another high-priest of his own appointment,
setting aside their old custom of ﬁigh—priestly hereditary succes=
sion to office. Thus there was a negative effect upon the Jewish
religion by the Hellenic principles of the Romans, The 1anguagé{of
the Jews was of course effected by the Greek, as it must have been
quite well known even in Palestine, to judge from the trade a;égtha
variouns Hellenistic synagogs in Jerusalem. The people from differ-

ent countries gathering in thelr synagogs shows us that they must

have had the Scriptures and prayers in Greek form, aé there were 80
many peonle helenging to themf: But, though the Greek language
entered into Palestine and came to be generally used, the effecg.of
Helleniec thorght and princinles upon the Jews as a nation was

81lmost entirely negative.

Though there was no great influence upon Judaism by Hellenie
thonpght and enlture in general, there was an effect produced by
Hellenistic thonght. The Jews of the Dispersion came into contact
with the Greek world, and though they did not secede from themﬁéaple-
worship end disregard the religious ceremonies, they held a more
liberal attitude aver sgainst paganism. Nevertheless the Jews who
hes returned to Jerusalem had done so because the temple was still
a8 holy nlace to them, as II Maccabees shows. So, even though they
were influenced by Hellenistic ideas, they still held to the
Jewish ceremonial law., There was & tendency, however, to withdraw
from the strict observance of the Law, so that we can well under-
stand how Stephen spoke more boldly than the other disciples about

the temple teing destoyed according to the words of Christ. He,
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saying of Christ, and wanted from the beginning of Christianié% to
have this doctrine undefstood. The other disciples, follow&néd%he
example of Jesus, remained silent for the time about any doé%gxaes
that were liable to arocuse the hatred of the Jews. They still
regarded the temple-worship highly and even took pert in the%;}}er-
ings, as it would appear from the words of Matthew’” while the
Hellenistic movement tended toward the complete disregard for all
temple-worship and bringing of offerings.

As the temple was only at Jerusalem, its influence was not

very wide-spread, except for the Jews who returned to it evedy year,

-fe
or were livine in the vicinity. Another system of worship therefore

- bl

arose- the synapogs which existed where the temple was practically
vunknown, for it was possible to have a synagog where there were

ten men shove the age of thirty to join 1t. Since the synagog

T !.:a.‘f-‘-

remained after the temple fell, it follows that it had a much great-
er influence than the temple-worship itself upon Christianity.
Jewish tradition traces the origin of the synagog as far

: - aled
back as the time of Moses. As a permanent institution it originated

probably in the period of the Babylonian captivity, when & place

for common worship and instruction had become necessary. The term

"house of prayer", oikos ngotiwyss, or simply neobevyy’y, used by i;iah:'
was thé term preserved by the Hellenist Jews as the name of their
synagogﬁ' After the return from the Exile, congregational worship,
consisting in prayer and the reading of sections from the Bible,

developed side by side with the revival of the cult of the temple
and thus led to the building of the synagogs. In the year 70 A.D

(1) Matthew 5, 23.24.
(2) Isaiah 56,7; 60,7.
(3) Jewish Encyclopedia, XI,619.
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There were numerous synagogs in every larger city. Paul preached

~in various synagocs in Damascus, and there are synagogs mentioned
in all the cities: Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Ephesus, Philippi,
Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens, Corinth, and Salamis. The Hellenis-
tic influence in these synagogs is shown mostly by the names they

bore, for some of them were dedicated to some political ruler of

the countrgy. The Jews in Egypt dedicated a synagog to Ptolemy,
and those in Rome one to the Emperor Augustus. Hellenism took%‘gld
of these synagogs, in thelf name, in their size and beauty, and;':l.n
their decoration and inscriptions.

The synagog was at first merely a place of gathering and
of publie worship. After the Captivity though, it also took up the
matter of education. As the greater stress was laid by the Jews on
relipgious education, it was natural that the synagogs also deve-
loped into places of learning. After the training which the child
recieved at home, it was put through schooling at the synagog,
until the time when regular schools connected with the synagog
arose, shout the first century before Christ. The teachers were at
first the Priests and Levites, then the Scribes.

But not only the children were taught in the synagog.
There were regular instructions in the Law and in the Prophets
connected -with the weekly meeting of the synagog, in the form of
e discourse conducted on the basis of the Scripture reading fo;:h the
day. As any scholar might deliver this lecture or discourse, & new

idea could easily be spread through this medium, especially since

all the synagogs were connected as the links of a chainAs thew

prayers and Scriptures were put into Greek, so we can conclude that

. - pava,
at some nlaces al® the sermon was in Greek, and if j._n__t_t_z_e_D_i_.a’;p_org,

(1) Acts 13,5-14; 14,1;16,13;.17,1; 17,10; 17,17; 18,4.7.
(2) stanley, History of the Jews.III, 109.
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would be Hellenistic to the extent to which the speaker was Hell-
enistiec.

There was naturally a greater influence exerted by the syigZog
than hy the temple cult. The records of the New Testament tell us
that the Jews were powerful and ‘clamorous in almost every ciby;uht
least in every one of importance. They then had at least one, qnd
sometimes more synapogs in every city. Here they held their séﬁﬁiees
and practised their religious rites. These synagogs were often
attended by Gentiles who were not even proselytes. The Jews %ﬁ%ﬁéh,
made every effort to increase their number by proselytizing, end
at the same time manifested great zeal for the Law. Not only did
the svnarop have a great effect vpon the-Gentlles, so that Greek
men and even Greek women went to the synagog, and it was common
for =2 respectable Roman to attend the Jewish services; it also had
some effect uvpon Cﬁristianity. From the order and worship of the

Criut -
synagog and not from that of the temple were copied parts of Christ-

ianity.
As the synagog was spread more widely than the temple and

remained lonper, it was natural that from it the general features
of Christisnity developed, especially the government, the institu-
tions, and the devotions of the Christian communities., This is
exemplified by the fact that the meeting-places of fhe Christians
were kmown as 'Synagogh! or 'Meeting-houses'; and, afterwards, by
the adoption of an almost identicdl word, "Ecclesia", 'Assembly-
houses'f'Thé fact that the synagog had more influence upon :Christ-~

ianity thah the temple is shown partly by the differences between

- Hellenistic end Judaistic Christianity, as the Judaist wanted to

Hold all the ceremonles connected with the temple-worship, whi.e _

(1} Foakes-Jackson, Rise of Gentile Christlanity. PR .67,
2

Stanley, History of the Jews, III,409.




20,

the Hellenist was content to have the synagog-worship. This was
especlally true in regard to admitting new(Gentile) members into

the church.

I1I. Hellenism and Judaism(as a Basils for Christianity.)

%hen Christianity entered the world it had to be accepted
by roth the Palestinian and thé Hellenistic Jew. Each of these hed
its difficulties. To the Jew Christianity was inclined to become
more like the temple-worship, extremely ritualistic, while to the
He'l‘ lenist it was apt to merely a system of phi_losophy superimposed
on and sunnlanting gradually the old Jewish religion.

Judaist.ic Christianity seemed to have support for their
rrouvnd in the life of Christ. Since Jesus was a Jew, lived among
Jews and addressed his teaching first tot he Jews, there could bg
#is doubt that 1t was o Lhem that his diselples shonld first! prescis
And since Jesuvs had been conscientious about fulfilling the Law,
they might well think they too should follow his example. Much of
his teaching would have hreen unintelligible 1f addressed to the
Gentiles, for it is not possible to communicate ones ldeas to any-
one unless there is'a common background. The men to whom Jesus
spoke knew the Law, the Prophets, the Psalms, and followed the
traditions., He did not declare new truths but emphasized and gave
fresh life to old ones:

The Pharisaic of Judaistic Christians hgld to the words of
Jesus that he hsd not come tc destroy but to fulfil the Lawi" that
he had peid the half-shekel to the sanctuary’ that he had sent the
lepers to the priests after healing them! that he had observed the

Feasts and that_he hed sent zout his disciples_to_preach not _to_

(1) Foakes-Jackson, Rise of Gentile Christianity. pg 75.

(2) Matthew 5,17. (3) Matthew 17,24.
(4) Luke 17,14. (5)John 7,10,
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the Gentiles or Samaritans, but to the lost sheep of the house of
Israell.' Their opinion was thaf they could indeed prea;:h. to the
Gentiles, but they should make them full proselytes first and“#ﬁl
that time should not have any intimate dealings with them:"

Even Jesus, though, opposed the too extreme carrying-ouig of

the Law and the false interpretation of it which the Pharisees em-

ployed. The Ancostles themselves were shown that their attitude was
not quite correct when they began preaching. Whereas the Jews did
not at once accept the Gospel, not even the Jews in the Diaspora,
and often onposed it very strongly, the Gentiles accepted i_f eager-
ly. This then 2lmost forced the Apostles and the other Christians
to carry out Christ's command to bring the Gospel into all tﬁg"'ga'z-th.
They found out through sad experience that the message was also
intended for the Gentiles,

In thé entire first century, but especlally until the .
desfruction of Jerusalem, there were two parties of Christi ns in
the city. The Judaistic party wes the stronger and ruled thewgﬁﬁﬁ-eh
after the .nersecution following the death of 'Stephenf This party
was headed hy James the hrother of .'Iesusfr He seems, according to
Josephrs and Palestinian Jewish tradition to have been a typical

Jewish saint> At the head of a party composed mostly of strict

Pharisees and Jewish Christians, he maintained that the Gentiles
shovld be circumeised and should bind themselves to fulfil the
whole Law. Ghrist had said that one must hold the whole Law, and

according to the theory which this party held, this 'Law’ referred

to the law of the 01d Testament. All Gentiles were to them unclean
L&l 1

and not to be associated with. Although this was the case;,_ 1t seems

(1) Matthew 10,6.
(2; Fizlte:z]'acl’cson, Rise of Gentile Christianity. pge75.

(3) Moore, History of Religions. pg 120. vol.IIL.
((V. Lol 2./2,
£

“ed 14 5.
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thet the Pharisees even of the Jews did not have to live up to
this doctrine strictly when they were outside Palestine. There
were also some among Ehe Christians who had aiready adopted the
ﬁolicy of Peter, that "in every nation he who fears God and works
rightecusness is acceptable to him"! This idea, that all the Gen-
tiles should come to the knowledge of the truth was kept down,
though, in Jerusalem by tﬁe more rigorous Jewish opinion.

The believers were at first scrupulous about attending Qﬁﬁthe
temnle, and holding the laws of the Jews. Peter could declare that
he had never eaten anything common or unclean, Even Paul is repre=-

sented as a strict observer of Jewish custom., and careful not

unnecessarilv to worrnd the religious- prejudices of the people .of

Jeruselen? Pauly being a Pharisaic Jew; would observe the Law,
thouph it is also true that he wes a Hellenist, and not strictly in
accord with the radica]l doctrines and theories of the Judaistic

; ~ed
perty. The fsct that he was a 'Hebrew of the Hebrews' will be treated

later, ; :
LnsertT Pa.i-t 245 ' -2

Hellenism, over against Judeism, tended toward the complete

(]
disrerard for gll temnle-worship and bringing of offerings. Hellen-

"istic Jews were more liberal in their thought, as they had lived

amonr different nations and had recieved some of the spirit of
freedom found in the ontside world. In their teachiﬂg they natural-
lv emnhasized the difference hetween the Christian and heathen
religions. Thevy hrousht ovt its monotheism, the rejection of idols,
end the asbstinence from heathen vices. Their converts would’‘then
attend the swvnagog, keep the Sabbath, and perhaps even abstain

from unelesn foods such as_the sacrificial meat, and keep the diet

(1) Acts 10,35. (2) Acts 10,14. (3) Acts 21,18-26,
(4) Foakes-&ackson, gtudies in the Life of the Early Chmnch. pg.2l.

(5) Weiss, Das Urchristentum, pg.12l.
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The Chiistians of Jeruselem were for the mfost part Judaistic.
Some of them even went to the extremes in carrying out their way
of living, end .expected other people to live the law of Moses also,
There we may cgll Judalizers. The difference between a common
Judesstic Christian and a Judaizer would, of course, nct be known
as long as they were in the same place. One conld chaﬁge from the
one to another. Thug Peter wes at first only a Judaistic teacher,
‘hut when he came tgﬂé;i;%§éﬂand did not eat with the Gentiles any

longer, he Tecesme & Judalzer Gals 2,11, as he refused to associate

with the Gentiles hefore they became &ifcumeised. Therefore his

action wes 2lso censvred by Paul,

= L

In the ssme manner we have also in the Epistle to the Galatiams

another mention of Judaizers. These were also men who had come

from Jerusalem, but they were much different from Peter. He mefély_
opnosed Paul negatively and indirectly, bur'not essociating with

the Gentile Christians. The Judaizers of Galatia also opposed him
directly, for he says that ther tried to break down the doctrine
which he hed taught the Galatians, end to break down his suthority.
Thev were then indeed Judaisiic Christians, but they were more than
thet., If thev had held their doctrine, they would not have. opposed
Paul, tut teking away the Christian 1liberty of the Galatians, éggira-

ry to the results of the covnell of Jerusa lem, they became the

object of Parl's censure. They were then not typical of the congre-

paticn of Jerusalem, bhut men who had gone to an extrem§ in their

teaching, even trying to force it upon the Gentile Christians,

Both these Judalzers were severely opposed by Paul for their

actions, the one for orvosing him indirectly and passively, the

others actively end directly. But these tendencies were merely

separafe cases of an extreme form of Judaism, not at all typical of

the Judaistiec Christisn of Jerusalem.
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laws, Though such converts were not circumecised, they thought
themselves in the way of salvation, and we can believe that the
Jews thought them to he converted and associated with them.

The terrriinology of Christianity, the names and titles appli-
ed tc Jesus by his disciples especially, had a different meaning
and different associations in Greek and to the minds of the Gentil-
es.'Messiah', so full of significance to the Jew, literally trans-
lated "Christos" (anointed) had for its verbal equivalent the
term 0”4'0’”-” i~%¥, In Greek the article was in most cases sufficient
specification, and men said Fave«sd Zy3s55  "the Lord Jesus", or
among themselves merely, "the Lord". This became the characteristic
title of Jesus Christ in Gentile Christianity.

"Kyrios" then, which hed many religious associations in
Greelk,was &fé&%ﬁ%&%m of the term "Christos", which did noét have
these., It was a' standing epithet in the worship of various deities
of Egynt, Syria, and Asia Minor. The Roman Emperors assumed the
title "Kyrios" (Dominus) as the mo-st unequivocal assertion of their

~ Lip
divine authority. There were 'Gods many and Lords many' and Geni.:izles

ﬁ&n.u.ar_
who heard that men could be saved only through the Lord Jesus Christ,
would without question understand 'kyrios' as a divine title. This’
was made doubly certain by the association with salvation. Saviour,

(S Z"lf’) also was a title or epiclesis of many deities, as well as

Q-
deified Hellenic kings and Roman emperors.
A few words might here be said about Paul as a Hellenistilc

teacher, He contends that the Law, though 'holy, just, and good',

need not be observed by the'Gentiles’ "Let no man$ he says,"judge

(1) Moore, History of the Jews. II, pgl20.
(2) Moore, II,121.
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Satbath; " in other words » In keeping the Law as the Jews of his day
observed it. The Hebrews or Judaiéts, on the contrary, are refg?;ed
to the Law as it was given in the wrlderness; to the worship of the
Tahernacle, snd not even to that of the temple. The Hellenist%dé!ould
still keep the Law, bnt they were not asked to by the Apostles.@"}Paul
do'es not discourage th.e Jewish Christians from legal observancef"rbut
contents himself with insisting that it 1is not riecessary or de_si‘;?a'ble
for Gentiles? Everyvone would then accept as much of the cererﬁ’o;-icies
as he wished, without, of corrse, binding ayone else to them. The
Hellenists corld then he expected, at least the greater part oi:acit‘ﬁem,
to 1ive less according to the Law and traditions than the Judai-;fl‘:"ic
narty. And wten preaching to the Gentiles the whole ceremonia “Taw
was put aside except in such cases where the feelings of the Jews
sho1d not he offended. This was especialiy the policy of Pavl.
Hel% nism thus berinning under the cover of Judaism, but#é'bon
paline ftsel™ nown, finally superceded Judaism and was the direc@
meens of snreeding the Christian relipgion throughout the world,
“erinning at Jerusalem and reaching to the ends of the earth.
III, Héllenistic Christianity in Jerusalem. "
According to Foakes-Jackson” there were five classes of peft';;)le_
to re anproached when the disciplgs tegan spreading Christianity.

- Al

These were: 1. Men like the original apostles, who were Palestin‘_j_an
Jews speaking Aramaic or Hebrew. 2. Greek-speaking Jews, or Hellenists

3., Jewish proselvtes, 4. Heretical .Tews,. that is Samaritans. 5.
Gehtiles in svmpathy with Judeism and Gentiles in general., The
first cless remained comparatively unmolested in Jerusalem upon
tvrning Christish. The second class, Hellenists (of :i'e wish faith)

accordine to Acts and their actions over sgainst Paul were_at least

(3/ 7(‘,?':’_- "/'{-:-.'-’f.- : l".::"" “rs !‘;’?." :'.ir"
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(1) Coll. 2,16,

[2) Foekes-Jackson, Rise of E}entile Christianity. pg.1l66.
(3) Foakes-Jackson, Rise...pg 67ff.
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as intolerant of Christianity as the natives of Jerusalem, and
equally indisposed to accept the new doctrines. When these then
accepted Christianity, the hatred of their former associates was
brorght down vpon them, hecause of their equally bold attitudgmgfter
accepting Christianity. These two classes it is only necessary

for vs to treat in this paper.

Jesus! disciples'were very likely largely Galilifans and
returned to their home-land after his death. At the ascension,
though, they were told to return to Jerusalem. Here, then, we find
them at Pentecost, and here they also made thelr heedquarters for
éheir first work. They soon won over to their faith many of the
residents of Jerusalem, and, as their circle widened, thele eﬂéz;ed

not only Palestinian, hut also Hellenistic Jews, who were -largely

represented in Jerusalem at this time, and even proselytes, who

were also numerous in the city.

-

Trom the time of Antiochus Epiphanes to Heréd there ha&ﬂﬁeen
a psrty of Hellenists in Jerusalem. They remained there even after
the Maccabeean war, increasing more and more. This number was
augmented by those Jews who returned from the Diaspora, either for
a time or as a permanent residence. As a result of this we have in

the sixth chapter of the book of Actébalready an account of some

Hellenists helonging to the congregation. -
The beginning of the Hellenistic movement of Christiag@%y,

or the first contact of Christdanity with Hellenism occurred at
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. Before this time the disciples
had remained hidden at Jerusalem, and had conducted their meetings

3.
in secret, waiting for the appearance of the Holy Spirit, The

congregation comprizec about Ll DOISONS :

(1) Weiss, Das Urchristentum. pg.119. (2) Acts 6,1.

(3) Acts 1,4. . (&) Acts 1,15.
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three thousand people added to the congregation on the Day of
Pentecost, not all of whom were Palestinian Jews, as a compa}'?;.?on
of Agits 2,9-11 with v.41 will show. There were Jews and prOEZf;tes
from various nations present who heard the nreaching of the?aei;{)-st-
les, and some of these were converted among the number of three-
thouvsand. Many of these were Jews who had come to Jerusalem for
the festival of Pentecost, if they were not temporary inhabitants
of the city. Of these Jews of the Diaspora many were added to the
congregation, making 1t partly Hellenistic!

This bhand of believers increased dailyf and soon the con-
. gregation mmhered five thousand people’.' Here also, though we do
not find anv references to Hellenists being converted, we can
easily draw this conclusion from Acts 4,1, where the statement is
mede *+hat the disciples spoke to the people, that is, to thefﬁ%gple
in general. There must have heen quite a number of Hellenists in
the congregation, thorgh we can gather from the account of the
dispersion after the death of Stephen that they were still in the
minority. To these the name F Ny yrler 1s anplied'! They were strong
enovgh to make a protest against the Judaistic party, which was ::
mede up of natives of Galilee and Judaea, and numbered among them
even some of the Hebrew priestsf Being impressed by the saintli-
ness of the Apostles and theilr sincerity of teaching, the H?l-lin-ie
ists eco-1d *e exnected to accept the new doctrine even ‘more redlily

- fee (T

than their Palestinian hrethren, who were acquainted more thourough-

ly with the liaught:lneés of the Pharisees of Jerusalem.

The early congregation was still faithful in attendance at

3
the temple, and in obedience to_the Jewish Law; but in addition _

(2) Acts 2,47.

(1) Weiss, Das Urchristentum. pg 98-100.

3) Acts 4,4. (4) Acts 6,l.
55; Walker: History of the Christian Chumrch.

(6) Acts 2,46.
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they had their own special services among themselves, with mutual
exhortaion and"breaking of bread" daily in private houses' Organi-
zation of the chufch was very simple., the Apostles usually being
looked vpon as lesders, Later a "committee" of seven "deacons"
was a governing bedy, end soon the church seems to have been under
the leadership of one men, James the brother of the Lord. "Elders"
are also mentioned later, though it is 3till ‘a q?udﬂtidnﬁe whether |
they were merely the older members of the church, or were offigz}s
not improbably patterned after the Jewish synagog.

At the time of the events recorded in Acts 6,1 there were
many Jews of the Dispersion who had_become Christians. Helleﬂfglic
synagogs were frequent in Jerusaleme The Cyrenians, 01liciana:hénd
Asiatic Jews had synagogs in Jerusalem, as also the Alexandrians,
whose synsgog in Jerusalem is also mentioned by tradition? Paul
was perhaps a member of .the Cilician synagog at this time, as it
seems to bte the same one in which he preaches at his return to
Jerusalem after his conversioﬂ% The Jews were numerous , as ,
references show that there were at least 480 synagogs in Jerusziém
at the time, increasing +ill at the time of the destruction 1n.‘
7~ A,D there were some 394 synagogs present, many of them Heli;gist.'

The expfeésion synagog in the bocok of Acts is not merely
an exoression denoting the building. It means the people of the
Qarious cities who gathered together at the same place of worship,

and formed a congregation, though the membership may have been

constantly changing. Simon of Cyrene is a known examplle of one who

h his

&

is thourht to have belonged to the Roman synagog together wit :
' Cw
least

sons Alexander and Rufus, They seem to have been acquainted at

5
f the Gospel of Saint Mark, Mark 15,21. _ _ I

with the addressees of the Gospel OI oARNUL MALZ, 51 =

(1) Walker, History of the Christian Church. pg22.
(2) Acts 6:9. (3) Jewish Encyclopedia. XI,619. -
(4) Acts 9,29. (5) Weiss, Das Urchristentum. pg - é
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Acts 6,1 1s one of the most compressed stories possible,
giving besides an episode of exceptional value, vatious 1nd12§§?5ns
of the spirit and time 6f early Christianity. Dummelow says :lrll“: 'his
commentary on this passege:"The Hebow-speaking Jews, who were in a
majority in the church of Jerusalem, were inclined to despise and
neglect the minority who spoke Greek". This condition would seem
strange to us, would we not know that at the time there actually
was such a disdain for Greek-speaking Jews. They weré not conside-
red heretics, or avoided as Gentiles, but were looked down upoﬂﬂas
such whe had lost their original language. McGiffert saysé"Even
when they were loyal and orthodox in their Judaism, the Hellenists
were not always treated by their Palestinian brethren with tﬂ;ygéye
measure of respect that was shown the Jew who had never mede ‘his
home among the Gentiles".

It mav well be said that, as a result, this traditional
prejudice made itself felt even among the Christians of the ég;ére-
gation at Jeruvsalem, and hence had something to do with the way
the widows were treated at the distribution. That it was intended
as a malicious measure is hardly probable, but it also seems from
the éntire passage that it was not a mere oversight, which could
be corrected by the mere mention of it to the Apostles. The murmur-
ing implies also that the Hellenist part of the congregation was

quite large. There was a general disorder. Though much in the

minority, the Hellenist faction In the congregation could- have R

= Ceenif,

thousand s’
E{Lt
It is also of note, that the Hellenists did not murmur against the

been great as the entire number of members was above five

Avostles, ™t against the Hebrews. The ministration of food was

indéed under the supervision of the Apostles, but actually per-

e ame = — emm wmm? o n e  —

) Gt Celo £,/ «mEl peree 2.
(1) Mc Giffert, History of Christianity. pg 76.

(3) Compere Acts 6,1 with verse 2.

(2) ACt 4’4&6’1.



The Apostles, realizing that they could no longer adequately
oversee the distribution, called a meeting of the congregation to
elect officers for this very purpose. This resulted in the choos-
ing of the seven "Hellenist" deacons: Stephen, Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas. It is mentioned that the

last of these was a proselyte from Antioch) but of the rest nob{xing

is said as to thei%ﬂ“}-e!‘ligious connection,

Various views are expressed on this subject. Some think

tha t the one half of the number was Judaistic, the other half
7-9._!![

Hellenists, excluding Nicolas, of course. The reason for this would

be t»at they had the duty of caring for all the people, not only

= lG.,u.,

for the Hellenists. Others think only part of them were Palestinien,
the greater part, however, Hellenistic. This is the view of M&Z{Gif-
fert, who says: "It is altogether probable that both partlies were
represented! for, "the effort wovld naturally be made to avoid 511
cause of complaint in the future, by giving both parties a falr
representation on the committee". This ‘theory sounds modern, but

1s nevertheless quite possible. The view of Weiss, however; seems
the more probable. He thinks the men were all Jews except one,
Nicolas, but that they were Hellenists, as their names, which are

all Greek, show. This is also the traditional view, and accepted

for lack of more convincing evidence.

ek
The"Hellenist deacons" were appointed primarily to take care

- Lat

of the distribution of charity in the church. They were also given

the gifts of the Spirit through prayer and the laying-on of ﬁm}s.

To them was given the power of performing m:lracles*,' the Holy Gl':ost.

and wisdom_,_ and the ability to Breach. That their duties were of a

(1) Acts 6,5. (2) Weiss, Das Urchistentum. pg.120.

{3) Acts 86, ’6. (4) Acts 6,8,
(5) Acts 6 3. (6) Acts 6, ’10.
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more general nature later, s is seen from the 1life of Philip,
when he makes a short missionary trip through Sarnariaf Thus they
becamé virtually also ministers of the spiritual side of the
congregation.

Of the seven men chosen hy the congregation, Stephen appears
in the book of Acts as the most important, at least the most pro-
minent. He especially was a man 'full of faith and the Holy Gho;ta';i
He had vpower to perform miracles but was also a great pre_acher.
Speakine in the synagogs of the Hellenists, he could not be over-
come in argument hy those hearing him, Not only in one synagog did
he vpreach, but in:a numher of them, The synagog of the Libertines
was perhans the synagog to which the Jews from Rome helonged, as
ther were considered freedmen after being brought to rome by
Pompey &s prisoners of war, and afterwards emancipated from slave/ry.
The Cyrenians were from the capital of Upper Libya, which consis{ed
of one/fourth Jews., The Alexandrian synagog was a great one, ae;z
Alexsndria was about two/fifth Jewish at the time. Stephen prob/
preached much in the Cilician synagog, as Paul belonged to this

one, snd he is ment¥oned at the execution of Stephen. Asia, the
-@-lt

Roman province, also had its representation at Jerusalem, especially

the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos. Their synagog is like=-

wise mentioned as one of those who opposed Stephen.

Stephen, then, seems to have spoken in various synagogs, and
the men from all of them gathered to check his teaching. Foreign
Jews, all speaking Greeﬁ:, could be expected to intermingle, and it

covld not he suppdsed that Stephen would confine himself to one

synagog. Of the matter which he taught in the synagogs we have no

-

record, rut it seems _that he did m t s strictly hold_to the ceremonid

(1) Acts 8,5ff. - (2) Acts 6,6. (3) Acts 6,9.
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law, as the Jews oppose him on this point firstt Their accusation
is only th_at he had said, the temple would be destroyed, and Jesus
would change the rites delivered by Moses. Stephen is given an
opportunity to defend himself against the accusetion, and delivers
an address which shows that h;a vas a great preacher,

He speaks to his opponents as Jew to Jew, as brother to
brother, as son to father. They were Helle nists and he also. Thus
he can tell them the whole story of Israel in a short formt, as the
.histor,v of his own peonle, and they sey nothing against it. He
reviews the history from Abrgham to Solomon, and then makes aﬁiﬁck
avvlication to the present time. The heightened paece of vv 51-5§ of
- Acts 7,accusing the Jews of transgressing the commands of God in
every imaginable way, is indicative of Stephen.'s oratory. It is
renerally accepted that Stephen was inviting martyrdom with this
accusation, hut it is also possible that with these words he made
one last and bold effort to arous.e their conscience, as he knew
that otherwise he shouvld be killed unless they succeeded in_malcing
him recant his doctrine. He stsked all on one last thunderbolt of
oratory.

The opponents of Stephen were not converted by his speech.
they were strict Jews, though of Hellenistic origin, and held %‘g all
the temnle ordinances and ceremonies. His doctrine therefore dis-
agreed with them. Not only were they enraged about his doctrine,
though; he now also hurt their pride by denouncing them as murder-
ers and heretics. It appears from the speech of Stephen that the

accusation had heen not so mich on grounds of wrong doctrine as

trying to eliminate_the_temple-servicé. He therefore leads up to _

(1) Acts 6,11.14. (2)Acts 7,2-50.
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his final point by showing the promises of God , and His presence
without the temple. He shows that the tabernacle was not kept in
one place, and that the temple could have been built in any other
place, and finally adduces proof from the 0ld Testament that God
does not dwell in temples mede with hands. This was direct proof
against the Jews and a strictly logical defense, They did not even
try to renly, but used force to gain their end.

It is significant that it is not the Pharisees who brought
the accusations apainst Stephen as in the case of Jesus. It was
here the elders and the scribesi and even the Sadducees’", who at
this time opposed the Christians; in other words, the political
rather thean the religious leaders of the Jews] Not so much then
were they concerned atout the doctrines as about the secession
from Jvudaism.

These Hellenistic Jews, then, did not give Stephen an
o;onortunit,v to finish all he wanted to say. They became enraged
when he: tcld them:they had not kept the Law, and began their up-
rising arainst him while he was yet speaking. The thought of 7,16
is incomnlete, probably heing the beginning of another denounce-
ment by Stephen. The Jews then rushed upon him while he was still
speaking, and without awaiting the decision of the judge, the
high-priest, took him out of the city and stoned him. Thus he was

- IPRT {

killed by those with whom he hed formerly been a member of the same

synagog.

The case of Stephen seems to show a difference in the

ldealing of the Jews. Peter and the rest of the disciples were als?

@ .'.Ef: |-

called before the council of the Jewsl‘, but merely told not tcfirgagh

(1) Acts 6,12, (2) Acts 5,17.
(3) Mc Giffert. History of the Christiasn Church. pg.82.

(4) Acts, chapter 5. .
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Jesus anymore. The statement of Gamaliel seems to show tﬁat the
Jews at the worst expected the Ohristians to begin an uprising,and
.not to originate a new doctrine. They were not called up for blas=
Phemy, as Stei:hen was, so we can conclude that they dld not preach
apainst Jewish customs quite as openly as did Stephen. From the
teaching of Stephen we ﬁan then conclude what was the behaviour of
the Hellenistic Christians, They realized more then the Judaists
the far-resching import of the doctrines of Christ, and preached
them openly. Perhaps the hatred of the Jews for the Hellenistsag?a"iso
caused them to hre persecuted as soon as they seemed tc become here-
tical. At any rate the persecution of the Hellenists began soon
after the death of Stephen.

A short account of the persecution at the death of Stephen
is found in Acts 8,1, and then expanded in vv 3ff., later tc be
ecentinved in ch.9. The account given us here is far from complete,
The greater part of the congregation was forced to flee, but th?
Apostles remained. It is wuite evident then what this report .iﬁflcp'iies.
The Apostles, being Judaistic Christians, were allowed to remain,
as they were more liberal .in their views about the temple and the
observance of the Law. They were at least not so readlly suspected
as the Hellenists of bheing heretical’ We can infer that the perse-
cution was directed particularly against the Hellenists, who Ef-ecft/;séd

the anger of the Jews more than their orthodox brethren. This also

anpears from the statement that there were devout brethren at Jeru-

sa) em‘ to take care of the body of Stephen.

That this was meinly a perse'cution of Hellenist Jews again:t
-&pcece

Hellenist _gh;_i_gt_aag_s_i_g brought out the more_strongly by_the acco

(1) Acts.8,2.
(2) ef pg. 34b.
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that Savl of Tarsvs was the leader of the persecution. Being ofmihe
C1i1 :.lc:lan synagog, he thought it his duty to root out this heres-y?&;"f'ﬁnicl: .
hed talren hold of some of his countrymen. He entered into the E&"faea
of these Christians, taking men and women to prison for entertaiﬁ:fng
their heli€f that the Jewish Law was of no account, thus forcing %Ehe
rest to f'lee‘. Philip especially is mentioned as one of those whé"{;ad
to Yesve Jerusalem st this time! From his éonversation with the
Eunuch, when he does not mention anything about the temple, an‘é@éc:es
not even aslkr the Eunuch whether he is circumcised, hor ask him 'fgwhave
this dene first, we might aseribe Hell'en'.‘ls-t:ic ideas to him. But a
final proof that the persecuticn mainly affected the Hellenists is
found in the action of Saul, continuing his persecution at Damascus,
writher the (‘rospe;l had spread in the mean-time; He desired to bring
all those of the new faith to Jerusalem for a trial, as neither he
nor the Sanhedrin hed the right to execute anyone without the s&ﬁ?tion
of the pgovernment.

It seems then, that the Judaistic Christians were nét much
annoyed br the leaders of this persecution. The Jewish veople were
not repelled tc any gréat extent by the idea that Jesus was the . )
Messish, as the marrative of Peter and John healing the lame mgﬁm;iwwsi'
Their main ohjection was that the Christians preached the resurr-ezg%ion
and thevy were sfraid a tumult or insurrection might arise, were -t_l-lgy
allowe® tn continue their tesching openly. The statement of Gam;il:‘iel
im~lies trat their doctrine of Jesus being the Messiah would scon die
away, if it were nét based on facts; and if it were, everything the

ws

Jews conld do would not exterminate it. The main worry of the Jemd

was trat the Christians should not wise up in revolt. It appears that

the priesthood was not so rmuch concerned about a new doctrine bteing :
' e
presched, but thought this sect world mgke trouble, for wh:lcri_tt‘;: Y

d beé punished. The object of the priestsh
nstion would he responsible,snd he punishec. 726 02 Ject of_th

(1) Acts R,5. (2) Acts 4,1.10,16ff.
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quite intellipible, namely, to avoid any possible disturbancgdaﬁgoh !
might arise should they sanction a movement which might leed to ’ i
fanaticismf'This.would explain also why Saul evidently intended to ‘
accuse the offenders he brought in hefore the Romam - tribunal. !
Since the persecution was intended against the Hellenist
party in particuvlar, the expression " and they were scattered -
abroagh also refers aspecially to the Hellenist party. Forced to
flee from Jerusalem, they came first to the regions of Judaea ard
Samaria. Only of Samaria have we any more definite notice here, as
there Philip worked, preaching in the cities. Peter's travel throu-
ghont Palestine was perhavs not on account of the persecﬁéionfybut
onlvy 8 missionary trip, or a tour of inspection in the congréé%%?qns
‘already forrnded. Thus we find him at Caeﬁarea and Joppa Acts 10.
The story of the scattering after the pérsecution is again taken
vp in Acts 11,19. The Christians went as far as Phenice, Cyprus,
and Antioch. Their work here was only smong the Hellenist Jews who
were livine in these cities, as the Hellenists als&ﬁns@ observed
the rvle of preaching firstlto the Jews and then to the Centiles.
Sobn, however, some cf the men from Cyprus and Cyrene,
who had éone there verhans from Jerusalem,also &ame to Antioch and
began ﬁreaching the Gospel? Contrary to those who had been there
before, these men hegan preaching tothe Gentiles also. “Grecian;“
here means 'Gentiles' as it is in opposition to the term 'Jews' in
the nreceding verse, which refers to the Jews of the Dispersion.

Uy
Thus we have in Actsll,20 the first instance of Jews preaching the

&
Gospel tr Greeks in general. And "thus Christiemnity was carried to
us_remote reglons as Caessres, Pamascus, Antioch, end’ Cyprudd'  _
(1) Foakes-Jackson, Rise of Gentile Christianity. pg 64, ;

(2) Acts 8,1. (3) Aets 11,20,
(4) Walker: History of the Christian Churéh. pg 24.

(8) ef. Acts 0,30232.
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After this persecution following the death of Stephen there
were very few Hellenists remaining at Jerusalem. The dispersion
c_arar-ied them to varlious lands where they might be safe. Yet there
were some.who braved the storm of indignation of the priests and
dfd net leave thelfirre, Among those who remained; Barnabas .is
found, he who is later to inspe.ct the newly-fdunded congregation
at Antioch. Joses, or Barnabas.,. is first mentioned as a pries:b,
or Levite, who had accepted the Christisn.faith. He was a rich’
memher of the synagog of Cyprus before he beceme a Christian.
Barnshas is a].e;o mentioned in connection with Paul, for it was he
who first introduced Paul into the Christian church of Jerusalem:’
Paul probably converted“'some of his former fellow-members of the

‘Cilicien synsgog, vhen he spoke to them upon his return as a Chris-
tiand for he ‘spoke boldly and ‘disputed’with them in the synagog.
His work among'the Hellenists or 'Grecians' of Jerusalem did not
continue very long though, for they were intending to treat himhas
they had treated Stephen, thus forcing him to flee.

The great body of Christians at Jerusalem at this timé were

- Judaistic. They still held to the temple-service, and considered | °
the Mosaic Law binding unon all Christians. Peter had been shown
that he should not hold tco strictly te Judaistie principles*’when
he was even commanded by God to eat unclean' f.'ood, and enter into
the hcuse of a Gentile. Upon his re_turn to Jerusalem, he was cen=-
sured bv the cengreration for eating with Gentlles. When he had
exnlained his sction to them, they thanked God for accepting th;)

Gentiles also, but did not make a move to adopt the same measures.

They continred to preach Christ over and above the repular Jewish
(1) Acts 4,36, (2) Acts 9,27. (3) Acts ¢,29.
(4) Acts 10. (5) Acts 11,18. (0) Sa £7./¢
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réligion. Acts 15,1 shows that i1t was a generally accepted prin-
ciple in Jerusalen, +hat the Christians live up to the Law of‘;;ses.;
It had almost hecome a doctrine of the Church and a sign of ortho-
doxy. Therefore, when certain men came from Jerusalem to Antioch

in Syria, they taught that circumcision is necessary for saicﬁgion.
This brought on a great argument between Paul. and Barnabas an&z%he
Judalzers, which terminated in the Council of Jerusalem in tﬂzh;ear
49,

Panl and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to teme to.terms/dn the point
of marine the Gentiles accept the Jewish ceremconies. They wished to
come to some general conclusion with the apostles and elders :%:the
conpregsation, so that ther would in the future not be bothered by
suech men as those who had wanted all the Gentiles circumcised.

From the account in Acts it seems that Raul and Barnabas
were given the floor first;:;and reported all that had happgned to
them while preaching to the Gentiles. Then some of the Pharisaic
Christians arose and proposéd that all Gentiles should be circum-
cised in accord with the Law of loses. There was some 1ndicision

ahout this point at first, as the elders of Jerusalem,thought éhey

were uoholding the doctrines of their two great teachers, Peter

and Jemes.
T+ was Peter who made the first definite move in the right

direction., He remembered the lesson he had recieved from the Lord

on the howse-top at Joppa, and in the house of the Centurion of
Caesarea, where the Gentiles had recieved the Gospel without bLing
circumecised; and the Holy Ghost had fallen on them, Giving the

result of his argument, he sald the Gentileé could be saved with~

out bearing the yoke of tlee Law which the Jews carried. ,

T]—T KOTES—IS ,BfT B
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This was affirmed br Paul and B;arnahas s and the whole matter
summed up in a motion by James.” The Judaists, according to his
motion, were to remain, as they had been, obedient to the Law of
Moses 2" This can he followed out of the position over against the
Géntiles, The Gentiles were not to be placed under obligation to
perform the Law, Only from four things shouvld they abstain: fr'c:rﬁ—pl
lutions of Idols, end fornication, the fundamentals of-a moral'lzf:fe;
and thevy shonld yield to the Jews in not eating things strangled
and hloodf These last were not wrong in themselves, but they—ﬁ{zld
- offend the Jews by doing them., All the Sabbath laws and Civotm-
cision need not he kept by them, however, As a proof for thidsg"i-{aul
says that he did not even circumcise Titus, whom he had talken _Ji?ong
to mele a test-case out of him, being a Gentile Christian.

The Hellenistic and Judaistic parties of Christianity thus
arreed to e indeventent. Panl and Barnabas were to preach to tIhe .
Gentiles, and preach only the Gospel of ‘:hrist and general morality

fd
WL ek &
in their ma-ner and life, Peter, James, and John at Jerusalem would

continue to preasch also the observance of the temple-_ordinances.f
Such 2 comoromise corld not work everywhere tho:gh, as there waﬁé Jet
the case ~f a mixed church to consider, which would come under nei-
ther of twese two classes. Peter fe'l a victim to this circums-t”acrelce
when he came to Antiochf He at first adapted himself to cond:{ﬁ.%ns
and ate with the Gentiles; but when Judaists ceme from Jerusalem,

which was mainly Judaistic, to visit the congregation, he did not

want to ~ive offense to these and absented himself from the common

tarle. Thus he offended the Gentiles, and Pavl, hearing about it,

reprirmanded him. _ _ i . e
T1T Ects 15,T9Tkrinco de¥ ~ —(B)7Acts 15,5, . _
(3) Acts 15,20, (4) Gal. 2,11-16. .
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Judaism, left to its own teaching by the Council at Jerusa-
lem and the teaching of Paul, continued in its observance of the
Law. The congregation was almost. entirely Judaistic now, und.er the
leadership of James the brother of Jesus, who is described by
Josephus and Palestinian Christian tradition as a typical Jewish
saint. At the head of the church composed of Pharisees and strict
Jewish Christiens, he insisted that all of the Jewish law be heid."
Though he, as also Peter, had a correct knowledge of Christianity,
as shown at the- Council, they, in their practise, held the same
views as the Pharisaic Christians: In such a state the congreg—a'li':uinn
remained and flovrished, with the exception of minor persecutions »

— AL~

such as the execution of James the brother of John and the imprison-
W\ﬂ'-h&'l
ment of Peter, until.the time of the destruction of Jerusalem under

Titus. The Christians then fled to Pella, and from there spread
ovt over all the earth, as they could not again enter into the
city of Jerusalem. |

Christianity though was casrried throughout the nations by
Hellenistic Christians more than by Judaisticf It used Juda:ls%n:’
and indeed, Hellenistic Judaism, as & foundation on which téw‘éuild
the greatest church of all times. It did not copy the Hellez.ﬁ.st
rart of the Jewish religion, but the orthodox part; and yet the
Hellenistic party, being the more liberal, was the one which fis
nally eained the ascende;my and ruled out almost completely the

. —-ve&gq.\
Judaistic or Pharisaistic party after the destruction of Jerusalem

and under the later persecutions.

(17 Ects, 11,3,
(8) Gal. 3,12,
(3) I T™hess. 11,3,
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IV, The Spread of Hellenistic Christianity.

| Hellenistic Christianity, when it had overcome Judaism,
preserved the records of Hellenism, and we now know much of the
extent of the Dispersion and its strength in different localitiaa.
Thus we also know much about the conditions into which Christifhiw
entered. From the book of Acts especially we know how Christianity
spread smong these cities in which the Jews had settled.,

In the beginning, and among the Judaistic party, the Gospel
hsd been confined quite well to Jerusalem. Jesus had said, however,
"Ye shall bhe witnesses unto me toth in Jerusalem, and in all iﬁﬁkea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earthl“This
command implied missionary activities also in other lands. The
story of the book of Acts néw gives a history of the stages of the
spread of Christianity. This spread was aided by persecutioné, as
the Christians nreached wherever they went, when they had to flee
into other countries. 'A great obstacle to the progress, though,
wes the intense loyalty of most believers in the Law and tra&ftians
of Judaism, It was only when they broke with customs of strict
Judaism, t+hat they hecame liable to perseeutionf and this accounts
for their unwillingness to do so as well as for the original

’ »
strength and energy of Judaizing Christianity.’ L
The original idea of the Christians, that they had to make

the Gentiles full proselytes before they could accept them into
Christisnity and associate with them, hindered the spread of the
Gospel to ‘uite an extent. Upon preaching the Apestles learned the
correct way of dealing, as the Gentiles accepted the Word more
readily than the Jews. The treatment which Gentiles should recieve

. csused some difficulty, but after Paul had won his no';_nt at_the

—emm = s - e
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(1) Acts 1,8. g
(2) Foakes-Jackson, Rise of Gentile Christianity. DPE.T4.

: (3) of policy of Act 4,16ff with that of Acts 6, 18f;7,58f.
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council at Jerusalem, they were allowed the utmost freedom and
Were accepted into membership upon being baptized. The Apostles
and Christians were thus virtually forced to follow out Christ's
command to brinp the Gospel to the ends of the earth,

The Greek ]_.e;nguage was a great factor in the spread of
early Christianity., Hellenistic Gresk had become quite simple,
end was in a state where it could be understood even by the
cormmon neople. It had also hecome quite universally used in the
course of time. Though simple, it was broad enough to alow the
1dees of Christianity to he more easlly expressed. It is natural
that the Jews gave up the stiff Aramaic for this language as soon
as they were outside of Palestine for a time. The language then,
influenced Christianity to quite an extent in its spread., It is
significant, that Paul, Barnabas, and their assistants were mostly
Jews of the Dispersion oi Gentile Christians, having a knowledge
of the Greek language from their youth, thus being more able to
carry on their work among both Hellenists and Gentiles.

Another factor in the spread of Christianity was the

Roman government. The striét regulat:l;)ns of the government made
travel safer for the missionaries, as also the citizenship of 3
Paul and Silas often stood them in gcod stead as protection aéainst
persecution. As the roads were patrolled, Psul and his companions’
were fairly safe on their travels. It is true that Paul as well as
other Apostles suffered much persecution, but they would very like=
ly have suffered more, had it not heen for the rigorous enf::ri:;

ment of the law, for which Rome was especially noted. The prevalen t

Svirit of cosmopolitanism,‘ which was very strong in the Roman

Empire, was also a great factor in the aid which the Christian

missi had in theé performance of their dutles. o
TiT o e e o HoTtonTc odtTes Tn-SehueFer :TeschiohTe

des Juedischen Volkes, I,

85ff, Also Ramsay:Cities of ST.P.




L v"r-'mz-.q1
- 3

Ce

The Christians were scattered abroad throughout Judaea and
Samaria after the death of Stephenl. The Christians, and indeed
the Hellenistic Christians especially, were scattered throughout
Palestine, and hegan preaching to the Jews‘." It was natural that
they preach the Gospel first to i;hose who were nearer to Jerusa-

lem, as they did not have cause to go into distant lands at once.

When Saul bhecame the leader of the persecutors, had finished his
work at Jerusalem, and head pgone to other cities, the Jewish
Christians had to flee to more disteant lands, This fact is shown
ky the reference:"Therefore they that were scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the word".

Within the land of Palestine there was again a division,
though, as Acts 8,1 shows. First they preached in Judaea and
Semaria, then in the rest of Palestine. We have reéferences in
Acts only to three districts where they preached the Word: Judaea,
Samaria, and Galilee. Thus mainly Hellenistic Christianity spread
_thrm fshout Palegtine by_those evading the persecution.

We find only twe reférences to the missionary activities
of the early Christians in Judaea. We can, however, easily infer

that there was muech preaching being done there, for the disciples

of the
~Luw s

preachings are recorded is due to the fact that these were incidents

very likely continued Jesus' work. That 9n1y two instances

of particular note, and the general activity was quite well known,
and in fact, self-evident, considering the-command of the Lord.
Philip is mentioned first as preaching in Judaea., He is shown

travelling down from Samaria to the road that leeds from Jerusalem

—_— S ey ——— s e e Gas s .

(1) Acts 8,1. (2) Acts 8,4. -
(3) Acts 8,26ff, (4) Acts 11,3.
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the Ethiopean in Judaea also. Philip was one of the Hellenist
'deacons'., which probably accounts for his not mentioning anf"ﬁfart
of the Mosaic ordiRSReSiA+iEn’iEi¥IS543 the eunuch. Baptism and
faith were to him the fundamentals of the Christian religion, as
shown from this interview.

Immediately following fhis discourse, there is another

: — gt~
reference to Philip, which shows quite extenslive preaching thraugh-

out the western part of Judaea. He preached at Azotus. and in all
the surrounding cities, till he came up into Samaria to Caesarea.
An extended ministry is here spoken of in one verse; If the other
Christians, who were scattered abroad,preached as Fhilip did, all
of Judaea would have heard the Gospel in a short time, as we can
reedily believe sctually hapnened.,

Another statement in Acts aga:.ln gives a reference to the
preaching of the Word in Judaea, this time by one of the Judaigfzic

oWl Car-~

preachers, Peter, "He passed throughout all quarters"‘f' wh ch mgaps
meinly the land of Judaea, and came down to Lydda, where he l;zfgfaaéhed
and many hecame Christians: The following account tells us that
there were disciples st Joppa who sent for Peter, while he was
preaching at Lydda": There were already many who believed at Joppa,
but the mirscle of Peter- the raising of Dorcas- became known, and
many more were saded to the faith®

The churches in Judaea in this time, as well as those in
Galilee aﬁd Samaria had rest from persecution and multiplied
Ereatly.b Thus the Gospel was snread throughout Judeaea, given 1its

impetus by the Hellenistic party in the church.
what Hellenism had an influence in the spread of Chiisti-

(¥) Acts 8,40.  (2) Acts 9,32.  (3) Acts 9,35,
(4) Acts 9,38. (5) Acts 9,42. (6) Acts 9,31.
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the Gospel in Samaria.=Philip first went to the city of Samaria,
preaching the Gospel to the Samaritans, and "The people with one
accord rave heed to the things which Philip spake, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he did" This shows that there was at
once a number of helievers in Samaria, end that they joined them-
selves into a congregation, for the Apestles were asked to come
from Jerusalem to establish their faith. Preaching and baptizing
was the main part of the activity of Philip here also, as Act 8,
13 shows, returning to Jerusalem, Peter and .those with him also
preached the Gospel in other Samaritan citiesse

I'he conversion of the Samaritans is also recorded in Acts
10, Peter here heinpg the missionary. This incident i1s the first
recorded of Gentiles being converted. Peter, the Judaistic Ch:;.i:i-
an, first recieved a revelation from God telling him that the 01d
Testament Law was abolished. He then followed true Hellenistie
principles when he went to the house of Cornelius in Caesarea
Stratonis, preaching the Gospel also to the Gentiles. All who
heard him were conﬂerted’, as the Holy Ghost fell upon them. Peter
here followed the same procedure as Philip, accepting them into
the congregation upon heing baptized. Thus the congregation was
the.first to be founded in Caesarea, whex.-e rhilip preached at a
t

later time.
Peter's converts in Caesarea were not Palestinian Jews, nor

Hellenists, but Gentile Christians, not even circumcised. His
attitude over egaginst them is summed up in the words:"I perceive

b
that God is no respecter of persons." Though he may have changed

o

(1) Acts 8,6. (2) Acts 8,25,
(4) Acts 8,40;21,8. (5) Acts 10,28%45.

(3) Acts 10,44,
(6) Acts 10,34.
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course now, and defended his actions over against the Jews at
Jerusalem’ ' g

Of the spread of Christianity 1n‘ Galilee we are told_nozh:lng
in the book of Acts except general statements, as:"Then had all
the churches rest throughout all Judaea, and Galilee, and Samaria,
and were edified". On the basis of such remarks we can conjecture
that the diséiples did some preaching in Galilee before the ascen-
sion and again after the ascension before Pentecost, as Jesus had
told them to go to Galilee and awalt his appearance there. In
‘Galilee he probsebly also appeared to the five hundred brethren at
one time, so that there would have been believers in Galiiee )
already hefore the disciples were scattered throughout the 1and'f of
Palestine, But the early Christians perhaps also went there to be

safe from the Jews, as Jesus did, since there were many Hellenlc

cities in Galilee".']'hough there is no direct mention of Helleifftic

Jews in Galilee, these can be inferred from the environment.

In later times Palestine was still very much Hellenistic.
“his is exemplified by the Epistle to the Hebrews. This epistle,
evidently written to the Hebrews in Palestine, presupposed that
its readers were Jews, that is, familiar with the temple arrinie-

ments and ceremonies? On the other hand, the Alexandrian influence,

the references to the total abrogation of the Law,‘ and especially

the Greek 1angush®SiBhb% that the letter was written to Hellenist
Jews.The letter may have been written in Hebrew or Aramaic
originally, but the proof then would be the same, as it would *

then heve heen translated early, proving that Greek was spoken

w‘ -
guite universally at_the time. _ _ _ _ _ _ @ o - - — ==

(1) Acts 11,4ff. (2) Acts 9,30.
(3) Schuere::-: Geschichte des Juedischen Volkes.pg.82ff.

(4) Poakes-Jackson: Rise of Gentile Christianity. pg.160.
(5) Fuerbringer: Einleitung in das Neue Testament. PE.82.
(6) Fuerbringer: Einleitung in d. N.T. Dg.80,
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It is quite natural that-even Palestine should have heen
Hellenistic in later times, as_the destrﬁetion offerusalem forced
also the Jvdaistic Bhristians to flee. None of the Jews could
return to Jerusalem, but we can understand that Hellenists would
have been permitted to dwell in Palestine under the strict Roman

rule soener than the Judaists, because of a closer association

with the Gentiles in language and thought,

Jesus told the disciples:" Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature';" and again,"That repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at J erusalem".“ The Gospel had now been pr;;ched
in Jerusalem and in all Palestine., It should yet be preached in
all the rest of the world. This preaching had already peen begun
by those whe had fled from Jerusalem, but not on a great scale.
It was time for a greater missionary activity, end this was begun

with the appearance of the Apostle Paul,.

Paul was the'chosen vessel! of the Lord,"to bear his name
. ”
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel”. This
statement, made by God himself to Ananias, will suffice to show

that Panl was chosen to be the apostle to the Gentiles, and soc’
ald

FU1F11 the command of the Lord to preach the Gospel throughout all

the earth. ag&.
There is some difficulty in explaining the character par-

tv to which Panl belonged. He is said by some to have taken mogt

of his doctrine from Greek philosophy, or at least t9Q have used

. t he
Hellenio thought in his Epistles. Again, 1t is claimed tha

®
t that he was a
wes __qf_tp_e_.]’gd_gigtic_pgrﬁy_,_ because _g_f_h_i_s_s_t_ag_er_qag__ hat h ]
15. (2) Luke 24,47. ]
2115; lﬁigg 519?]’.5. (4) Ramsay, Citles of St,Pauls pg.30ff
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"Hebrew of the Hebrews"', and that he was an Israelite of the seed

of Abreham, of the tribe of Benjamintﬁ’
It is indeed a fact tgat Paul was a Jew. He was born and
~educated at Tarsus. The son of & Pharisee, he was trained in the
noblest of Jewish thought. Himself a Pharisee, he learned the Law
and traditions. As a strict Jew, he kept the temple ceremonies
scruopulously. Yet we cannot say that Paul was aMﬁdew:/or
that after he became a Christian he was a Judaistic Christian.
Neither was Pa"l influenced by Hellenic thought. His docé
trines mey often seem to correspond with certain phases of Greek
literature, or with Greek philosophy, but they are used in a |
different sense, have a much deeper meaning, and were given him
hy divine inspiration., God revealed them to him; he did not
acquire them from the study of the Greek philosophical systems.,
His thoupght mar seem to correspond to that of the existing Roman .
world, but such a correspondence is merely coincidental, arising
in Paul from his Christian knowledge. His actions are due, it is
claimed, to the current ideas of cosmopolitanism and freedom, but
Christian liberty is the cause of Pavl's behaviour being as it is.
Thus Panl was not a Hellenist in the sense of Hellenic.
He was a Hellenist inasmuch as he was a Hellenistic Jew.
Havine his home at Tarsus, he was a Jew of the Diaspora. As such
he svolke the Greek lanpguage, which avpears from his letters and
the nreaching among the Gentiles. He was a free citizen in a
Roman city, therefore' his father must have been free also. As one

Jew could hardly be free in a city, there were probably a number

(1) Philspptans 3,5. (2) II Cor 11,2;
(3) Foakes-Jackson, Studies in the life
(4) Ramsay, Cities of St.Paul. pg 174.

Rom.11,1.
of the Early Church,pg.21l4

_
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Paul's rai-:her and he himself then belonged to this synagog at
Tarsus.

Not only was Paul of Hellenistic speech though. He probab-
ly ehsorbed some of the thought of the Greek world about him,
associstine with the people of Tarsus. Ramsay -says. that in Tarsus,
as far as the scanty evidence jvstifies the opinion, the Jews
seem to have heen regarded in a less degree than elsewhere as an
alien elementf This weculd account for Paul's knowledge of Greek
customs and circumstances, which he at times makes use of in
addressing the peonle. Such a knowledge would not have influenced
his relipious thonght, however, or the doctrine of his epistles.

It is evident from his 1life that Paul never wvas a Helle;??z'er.
There is no reason to helieve that he even recieved a formal
Hellenic eduéetion. He must have in his youth, thovgh, observed
many things going on about him that gave him ideas as to the na=-
tvre of Hellenic though"_l:. Thus he: hecame familiar with the poli-
tical 2nd religious atmosphere of the larger world outside his
orthedox Jewish home, He e mE early age educated in this
home according to the custom of the Jews. In this connection he
also cél]s himself a Hebrew of the Hebrews in Phil 3,5. He means
'b?r this that he was brought vp in a home that not only had the
correct Jewish doctrine, but also insisted on reteining the H;‘g;ew
lanpusge in the home and edu:cat:lng the children in it2 The Hebrew,
or, as it were, Arama:lc,l may have heen used by him only as a
secondsry language, as the fluent Greek of his epistles shows
that he must have been acquainted with this language from his

vouth, His education under Gamaliel also shows that he was _-n:ﬁ;w_

inflvenced hy Hellenic ideas, this being the stronghold oi Iharisals

(1) Ramsay, Gities of St.Paml. pg 139.
(2) Walker, History of the Christian Church. pg.26.

(3) Dummelow Commentary on Phil 3,5.
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Thus Pavl, having an objective knowledge of Greek thought and

cultvre, yet remained true to the Jewish religion and principles
uvntil converted to Christianity. The witness of the Law and' the
prophets was sn integral pa_rt of his thought. In the wisdom of men
he refused to partake. "And yet Pavl could not possibly withdraw
himself from the Greek world in which he lived. His epistles cor-
respond curiously in structure tc the private letters which every
vear brings us from their long burial in the sands of Egypt.""
Paunl indeed preached to the Gentiles as well as tc the"th-ﬂws
on all his missionary journeys. More wonderful, though, than his
eloquence egnd his miracles was the spirit he displayed over ag;‘i?;lst
the RPomans when he wrote that it was his heart's desire that the
Jews shovuld be saved. He wa 1d gladly be'accursed! if he could
only save his hrethren according to the flesh. Paul finds it
herd tco understand how Israel could fail to accept the Gospel;
and accounts for it partly by recollecting that the prophets had
alweys foretold thet a remmant only should be saved, and partly
by the fact that in Scripture God had chosen Jacob and reject?%[_
Essu> Israel not accepting the Word, it was preached to the Gentil-
es, who how glso recieved.their opportunity to be saved.
Thus it was a Hellenist to whom was intrusted the major
portion of spreading the Gospel among the nations. Paul could
well claim that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews and yet_say that
to the Greek he hecame a Greek. Being thus fitted for his v.-'ork,-
he hegan it immediately after he had teen converted.

Asia Minor .was the first scene of the activities of Paul.

He preached here after his conversion,- at Damascus, then in
ciliciat

—-— e e S o

(1) Ropes, The Apostolic Age. pg.122. (8) Foakes-Jackson, Riseg;f
(2) Rom.9:5. (4) Galatiens ch.l. Gentile Christianity. P& 91.
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He again .1ahored in Asia Minor on his greet missionary Journeys,
but since we cannot trace his journeys here, we will attempt to
treat his activities according to provinces, together with the
growth of the church in the various cities.

Parl preached much in the provinces directly north of
Palestine. Much of his time was spent at Antioch and Demascus in

Syria, in Tyre end Sidon as also in Ptolemais in Phoenicia, and

in Tarsus in Cilicia. ]

The first preaching of Paul was in the city of Damascush: in
Syria, the most important city in the province. That there were
mmerows Jews in the clty we see from the fact already that Paull'.
at once hegan to preach in the synagogs after he had been con;r';;f'tedf
Some of the Christians from Jeruseslem had preceded him here, :!.t
seems, since Ananias was a Christian, and special mention is made
of the disciples in the city’." Paul preached first at Demascus,

3 5
then fled to Arahia, and on his return egain preached in Damascus,

until the Jews in the synagops forced him to flight again. The:’uifew_
Testament tells us no more sbout the history of the church at
Damascus, but the Hellenistic Christians must have formed a congre-
gation there as they were strong enovgh to merit Saul's journey to
Damascus to persecuvte them slready shortly after the death of .
Stephen 2nd the persecution at Jerusalem.

In ‘the description of the sending of Pavl and Barnabas on
their first missionary journey, we have an account of the congre-

gation of Antioch in Syria. This was one of the free cities or

Hellenic cities of the Roman Empire. Being near the sea-coast,

and having e

(L) Acts 9,22. _
(2) Acts 9,19. .
(3) Galatians 1,17%18.
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it became a center of commerce, and consequently grew into a large
'and beautiful city. Thus also the Jews were attracted to it, both
for the opportunities for ttade, and because they would there
have equal rights with other citizens! There was a Jewish synagog
at Antioch, where the Hellenists carried the Gospel as elsewhere,
since we have in Acts 6,5 already a reference to Nicolas, a prose-
lyte from Antioch,

The Word was first brought here by some of the Jews who hed
fled from Jerusalem during the pérsecution. These had preached
first to the Jews, and then also to the Greeks’'There may notliﬁ;ve
heen meny Jews in the city, for we do not hear that many Jews were
converted to the faith, and even in later times there were mainly
Gentiles in the congregaticn., The Jews who were there, however,
were of the dispersion, and formed the Helldhist part of the con-
gregation. Barnshas, the Hellenist teacher, was sent to strengthen

these new Christians, and he later introduced Paul into their

midst aslso, the two working together for a whole year"f

At the time of the sending of the apostles on thelir first
.;iovrney, there were some HEllenists in the congregation, as we
see frem the account‘.g' Among those mentioned we have first Barnabas,
the Hellenist teacher, who was already mentioned in Acts 4; then

Simeon, called Niger, his Roman cognomen; Lucius of Cyrene, 2

evidently a Hellenistic Christian, as the name at least 1ndic/21tﬂe’s.

Then there is mentioned Manaen, who had been brought vp with Herod.

This does not indicate whether he was a Hellenist or not. Paul

himself is fanally mentioned by his Hebrew name Saul. These were

(1) Taylor, Peul the Missionary. pg 72. (2). Acts 11,19,
(3) Acts 11,20. (4) Acts 11,25ff. (5) Acts 13, 1ff.
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been Hellenistic.

Here the converts to the faith were first called "Christians", | J
and here also the question came to an issue, whether the Christi- ‘
ans of Gentile birth should live up to the Jewish Law or not. _ ;
If they did, Christianit¥ would be nothing more than a Jewish ;
sect; otherwise it could become & universal religion, but at the
cost of much Jewish sympathy. To this end also Pavl strove and
finally succeeded.

Christianity also spread into the Phoeniclan cities of Tyre,
Sidon and Ptolemais. Tyre is mentioned as a stopping-place of
P&l on the third missionary journey’;' There is little information
abovt the Christians of the plave except in this one reference.
Paul remeined there seven days, probably, according to his custom,
preaching in the synagogs and exhorting the brethren, He found
disciples there who had perhaps come from Jerusalem and were in
egll pnrohebility Jews who were living there only for commercial
reasons, therefore Hellenists. He may have stopped there on his
second jorrney already, or perhaps even on the first, and founded
the congreraticn, though it is more likely that it was founded
from Jerusalem.

From Tyre Paul went to Ptolemais, also a coast city. He
remained tl;!.ere only one day, saluting the brethren’ There must
have been a well-established congregation of helievers in the city
at this time, though nothing more is said about it. The Gospel
was brought here from Tyre and Sidon, or at about the seame time

as to these cities.
Sidon had perhaps also been visited by Paul on one of his

early. journeys, but it is not uvntil his Iina’ tr2p ©to ZOT

(1) Walker, History of the Christian Church. pg 25.
(2) Acts 21,3. (3) Acts 21,7.
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any mention is mede of this coast-city of Phoenicia. Then there

is only a scanty remark to the effect that Paul had an opportunity
to visit some of his friends while passing through the é:lty'.' E—‘;ﬂtlnr
he had heen here befor-e, then, orvsome of the Christians from Jeru-
salem whom Paul had known had also come here and settléd. Except
for the more general statements such as Acts 11,19, which show that
diseciples came to Phoenicia or passed through it, there are no
references in the New Testament as to the strength of the Chr-.'::'gian
church of this time in these cities.

In connection with the nearer provinces we can also treat
Cilicia, the home-land of Paul. The Christians of this countrey
are first mentioned in the account cf the Council of Jerusaleni‘,‘
letters heing sent to them from the Jerusalem church; and we cgn

- ta -

Father from the tenor of the letter that they were mainly Hellenis-
tic Christians, into whose midst Judaizers had come.

Pavl and Siles also visited Cilicia on the second journey,
and it seems that there were numerous churches there. "And he went
throupgh Syria end Cilicis, confirming the churchess" Paul had
preached at Tarsus after being threatened by the Hellenist J ew§ &
inJd erusalem‘f and from there Barnatas again brought him to A;?:l'.bchf
After this no more is said about his preaching specifically at
Tarsus, Paul had given the impetus to the rise of Christianityt“in
Cilicia it seems when he visited the land after his conversilon,
and from that time on it had spread continually until there were

many churches there. These Christians were for the most part Jews,

as there was a great Jewish settlement at Tarsus, and Paul would

(3) Acts 15,41,

have here slso adhered to his principle of preaching to the Jews _

(1) Acts 27,3. (2) Acts 15,22,
(4) Acts 9,30. (5) Acts 11,25,
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first and then also to the Greeks. We have,then, intimations of a
strong band of helievers in Cilicia already at the time of the
second missionary journey.

Cyprus, an island of the Meditérranean Sea, can also be trea-
ted here, as it was near the coast of Cilicia. In this stronghold
of vice and idolatry there were numerous Jews. Paul and Barnabas
made Cyvprus the first scene of their missionary aqtivitie on the
first journey. They preached in the synagogs at Salamis?' Though
we do not ¥now the results of theilr preaching, we know that they
preached to t he Jews first also here, and that the Jews were humer-
ous in the city. The stetement in Act 13,6 shows that they went
throvph the island, and we can well supply 'preaching the Gospelf
here., At Sglamis no record is given of their preaching, but it is
implied in the opposition of Elymas. The conversion of Sergius
Panlus, the d.eput',.v of the country, indicates that Paul and his

companions had spoken to the Jews and were already preaching to

the Centiles.
Some of the victims of the persecution of Jeruselem who had

left their homes, had already been on the isiand and perhaps had
pre.ached the Gospel also to the Gentiles, as they did when they
came tc Antioch from there’.' The congregaticms founded by these
Christians were probably also visited by Paul and Barnebas on the
fiz;st journey. Barnabas, however, a native of the islend, again
returned to the plsce vpon separation from Paul for a more inten-

'y
sive activity among his countrymen, taking with hi{n John Mark.

(2) Acts 13,5.

(1) Taylor, Pavl the Missionary. pg92ff.
(3) Acts 11,19. (4) Acts 15,39.
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work among the Hellenist inhabitants of the island, later exten-
ding his preaching to the Gentiles population.

One of the first and most extensive activities of Paul
was that in the province of Galatia. He touched there during all
his missionary journeys and remained at the cities of Galatia
rather long at times. That they were especially dear to him is
shown by his epiétle to the Galatians, in which he exzhorts them to
stand firmly on the déctrine which they had learned from him,

- The first city of Galatia to be visited by Paul was Antioch
in Pisidia: This was a Hellenistic city. The civilization which
Rome spread throughout the East was bilingual, and it was there-
fore probable that Greek was even used in the home-life of the
cityf”Greek; therefore was also the language used in the synagog
of the Jews, Since the Jews were in such a Greek environment, and
had been for three end a half centuries influenced by Hellenic '
crlture, they were Hellenized, Greek-speaking, and able to move
freely and win success in the free competition of a Hellenic, self-
governing citys

Paul and Rarnabas came to Antioch already on their first
Journey. On the Sabbath they went into the synegog of the Helleni-
sts, taking their seat in a place reserved for those who wished
to speak? Pavl here preached his fibrst recorded sermon, addressing
himself first tokhe Jews and then to the Gentile converts. In his
preaching he spoke perticularly to the Jews, but it was the Gentiles
who wanted to hear more of this teachingf'Some of the Jews were
converted as well as Gentiies on this first Sabhatht On the next
Sartath there were a great number of people who were willing to

(1) Acts 13,14. (2) Remsay, Cities of St.Paul.pg. 278.
(3) Ramsay, Cities of St.Paul,258, (4) Acts 13,14ff,

(6) Acts 13,42, (6) Acts 13,43,

*
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and tried to dissuade thepeople from listening to them. The Apost-

A IR IE Nl S . e 5

les thereupon turned to t he Gentile', thus angering the Jews the
more, so that they stirred up the city against the apostles and
8xpelled them from the city. Many of the Gentiles had been conver-

X R R Sy

ted by their .preaching though? These converts were confirmed :I.nm'l:he
faith when they returned from their trip through the cities of
Galatia. They exhorted them, ordained elders in the church, and |
prayed with them; and commending them to the Lord, they continued
_their journey 2

Leavine Antioch, Peaul and Barnabas came to Iconium, also a
city in Gelatia' This also was a Hellenistic city, the Hellenic
Inflvence entering hr the Greeks who settled there from the time
of Alexander the Great onward. Thatit was more Hellenic than the
other cities of Galatia is shown by the Fact that Luke calls the
inhehitants of the city in general 'Hellenes', whereas he speaks
of t%»e peonle of the other cities as "the miltitude" That there
weré Jews of the Dispersion in Iconium 1s certain, but their num-
ber is not known, except that they did not here make up any great
part of the nopulation.

Pa1l and Barnabas upon coming to Iconium also here went
into the Jewish synagog and preached to Jews and Greeks, meny of
whom believed.b ‘It can he expected that in such a city there would
be quite a number of proselytes to the Jewish faith from the
Hellenic povnlation, especially as the Jews were Hellenistic. The
audience of the Apostleé then included the congregation, both the
Jews and the Gentiles. Remaining in the city for some time, the

apostles did many miracles hesides preaching in the name of Jesus

(1) Acts 13,46. (2) Acts 13,48,
(3) Acts 14.22.23. (4) Ramsay, Citles of St. Paul. 343,

(5) Acts 14,1. (6) Acts 14,1,
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so that they had a large number who held with them!

Even in Iconium the stay of the Apostles was cut short by .r
the Jews. Those who did not accept the teaching were offended that |
they should turn to the Gentiles and recieve them into the church, |
They rovsed the Gentiles to aid them in an uprising against Paul
and Bernahas. These men heard about the intended mobbing and left
the eity. They apain returned by way of Iconium egain’ and confir=-

med also the Christians of this eity.

Two more cities of Galatia need to be mentioned here, Lystra
and Derte, in the province of Lycaonia., Both of these cities
recieved & large part of their importance from being situated on
Roman roadsj the Jews therefore also settled therel The citiles
on the whole were crude and ignorant. Being educated in the Greek
tongue, the neople thought they were Hellenized, but they did not
even have much knowledge of the Greek language. Hence they were
also steeped in idolatry, thouroughly heathen.

To these cities the Apostles came, preaching the Gospel
and healing the sick) After the healing of the lame man, the
people of Lystra, who yet spoke mainly a native dialect, thought
Paul end Barnahas were gods come down from heaven, and wished to

sserifice to them. The apostles found it difficult to calm ‘this

idoclatrovs people. Hardly had they been persuaded.though to-cease

from honoring them as' gods, when Jews came from Antioch and
Iconium, who persuaded the natives to stone Paul. Though the

great mass changed their opinion quickly, there were some who

believed’.' These Paul and Barnabas confirmed after returning from a

short trip to Derbe. On the second journey Pavl again revisited

' ¢
these cities with Silas, taking Timothy along from Derbe. In the

region of Lycaonia there must have been many Jews, as Paul had TO
‘5?"-:, Tt 77 T Goits 7% =0 @) Tow, /zor Fia

(1; Acts 14,4, (2) Acts 14p21, (3) Ramsay, ©ities of St.Paul,399
Acts 14, ‘wee. (5) Acts 14,20, (6) Acts 16,1ff,

(4
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circumcise his assistant Timothy before taking him along. Thus
Hellenistic Christisnity was present also in this region, and the
churches mentioned in Act 16,5 were partly Hellenistic and partly
Gentile. On the third Journey Paul again passed through these
cities and strengthened the disciples.

The Roman province of Asla was the scene for much of the
missionary activity of Paul. Many congregations were founded here,
in the cities, by the disciples from Jerusalem, coming there during
the dispersion, and hy the apostles in general, as there are seven |
great churches there in later times, at Philadelphia, Pergamos,
Smyrna, Sardis, Ephesus, Thyatira, and Laodicea. We cannot treat
all of the churches in Asia, but will concern ourselves only with

those of the larger cities, and then only insofar as they are

connected with Paul, 3
e

The first of the cities of Asia to be visited by Paul was Troas.

On the second missionary journey, leaving Galatia, Pavl and Silas
came to this city. How long they remained there is not kmown, but
they prorablv did some preaching before being called to go to
Macedonia® As this section is the beginning of a 'we-section' it
may he assumed that Luke had been preathing at Troas and was taken
along by Paul at this point. That Paul preached here at this time

and had resvlts is indicated in the letter tathe Corinthians?d .
At

Panl agsain returned to Troas on the third journey, taking with
him many of the disciples, and, arriving there from Ephesus,
remained there seven days'.’ On the last day of his stay, he preached

to the Christians, and it is here that We_have some_information _

_— e o ——— aae ses — e - we S W TS e S Smy S =S e—

(1) Acts 18,23. (2) Acts 16,7-11, .
(3) IT Corinthians 2,12.13. (4) Acts 20,4ff.
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about the early congregations and ‘services, They were gathereti_
together on the house-top, a large upper chamber. The congreg;gon l
at Troas must have heen quite large, as the place required many
lights to light it up. Even though it was a large place, it was
crowded, vpeople sitting even in the windows. The gathering was on

the first dav of the week, commemorating the Resurrection of Fesus.
The congregation celebrated the Euchqrist and heard a sermong

This one account then shows us something about the number of
Christians at Troas at this time, and also about the organizaticn

and services used in the church.,

Ephesus, the capital of the province of Asla, was also
visited often hy Paul on his journeys. In this cityy a center of
commerce and trade,where the oriental, the Jewish,and the Grecian
came together, Christianity had already begun before Paul came to
the city. Aquila and Priscilla hgd been active there, ss also
Avollos to some extent. Greek thought and culture flourished in
the city; but also idolatry, and that in a severe form. It wasiicghe
home of Philo, the great teacher who applied Hellenic thought to
the 01d Testsment and thns obteined many followers in the city."

Pavl first came to Ephesus at the end of thelsecond journey,
topmether with Aquila and Priscilla® Here he preached in the
synagog of the Jews, continuing his practise of preaching first to
the Jews and then to the Gentiles. Leaving there against the
wishes of the Ephesian congregation, he left the work in charge of

Aquila and Priscilla and went down to Jerusalem., Apollos then came

to Ephesus and was instrveted by Aquila and Priscilla, whereupon

(1) Taylor, Paul the Missionary, pg.3014
(2) Acts 17,18,
(3) Acts 18,28.

__—



&_%__—

60.

Hol.a:aﬂistic congregation had its beginning,

On the third missionJﬁ}'fﬂl again came to Ephesus, and this
time for a thore extended ministry. He preached in the synagogs for
three months, converting many and spreading the Gospel emong them,
Then opposition arose apasin, and again fz;om the Hellenistic Jews.
Paul had to leave the syﬁagog and from that time on disputed in
a Greek school! The Greeks as well as the Jews thus heard the Word,
and it smread throughout 211 Asia through the efforts of Paul,
The Christians wercgbecoming so numerous et Ephesus that the trade
of the silversmiths, who made 1mages.of the gods, fell off, and *
these caused an uproer in the city. Paul then left the province,
going to Macedonia again, and returned only when he was about to
fo to Jerusalem and not see them againﬂ.' The church was by this
time well-estahlished, as Paul.could call the elders together and
have thom meet him at Miletus. A great church thus grew out of
Panl's mission among the Hellenist Jews of Ephesus and among the
Gentiles who were converted to the faith when the Jews refused to
accept the Gospel.

We have mentioned, that the word spread throughout all of
Asia through the efforts of Paul and .the Christians of Ephesus.
It was, however, also spread into all the other provinces of
Asia Minor. On the Day of Pentecost there were people of all
nations in Jerusalem, Hellenist Jews,who, hearing and believing,
went to their homes and preached the Gospel. It is prqbable that
in this way Pontus, Cappadocia, ‘and Pamphylia recieved the Gospel.
Paul himself preached in Perga i1n Pamplw';tia?', but not for an exten-

ded time. Thus Christianity was brourht to all the provinces of

the command of Jesus to preach in all the wor

Asia Minor according to the command of <esus to PF28°% -2 == ,
(1) Acts 19,10.
(2) Acts 20,17,
(3) Acts 14,25,
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Not only was the Gospel preached in Asia Minor, but also in
Europe._ While Paul was at Ephesus, & man appeared t(; him in a
Vision, asking him to come over to Macedonia and help those living
there. Obedient to this call, which he considered a sign from God,
he departed to Macedonia, snd thus began his work in Europe. He
preached in Greece on his second and third journeys, and had an
opportunity of also spreading the Gospel in Italy during his stay
there as a captive. In discussing his mission in Europe, and the
spread of Christianity there, we shall also merely consider the

cities in which Pauvl remained for any length of time.

ra

Passing over into Greece, the first city Paul came towé;ter
entering Facedonia according to his plan was Philippif{ This was a
flourishing Roman colony on the Via Egnatia, connecting the East |
and the West. It was very popular for all manner of people, not
only because of its opportune location, but also because of the
freedom which one living there would enjoy, as ‘it was in every
way a Romen province. It is surprizing that only a few Jews were
there, the nimher not being large enough to support a syndgog;
but it may be that the Jews who lived here forgot all abouf their
home-land and worship through constan.t as_:sociation with the Romansy

After remaining in the city a few days, the Apostle and his
company went down to the river on the Sabrath, to the house where

the J ews held their prayer-meetings, since there was no synagog.j

’

They spoke first to the Jews who had assembled there, mostly women,

and amons these even a proselyte from Thyatira. Before the impri-

e S S s s Gas Is SRS SEe S E—

(1) Acts 16,12, (2) Taylor, Paul the Missionary. pg 226.
(3) Acts 16,13.
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at Philippi, as the_re seem to have been a_number of brethren who 4
Were converted by the time they were released from prison and 1t
the city. Towards the end of the third journey Paul again visited
the conrrepstion. The church grew steadily though, so that Paul
cold address himself to the bishops and deacons of the congr;gation
of Philippi in aboutithe year 63 A.D in his epistle to them. He
thus indicates that he had founded a large, well-organized church,
Leeving Philippi, Paul went along the Egnatian way to
Thessalonica, the next place in which he preached. This city was
the canital of one of the four divisions of Macedonia, and gov-eiflzed
as a free-city. As it was a great sea-port, it was a meeting-pic:ce
of peonle of all nations. There were asccordingly many Jews in
Thessalonieca, and many synagogs, though only one synagog is - ik

mentioned specifically in Acts. This was perhaps the most prominent

one?' o
thx
Paunl came to this city and immediately began to preach.to the

JewsY on three successive Sarbath days he spoke in the synagog,

argping with the Hellenist Jews and Greeks. Some of the Jews and
QL»UQ
many of the Greeks were won over tot he faithf ¥hen a band of levd

Mo s
Jews plotted apainst him, he and his companions were forced toﬁc‘lee.
(LN
The congregatien, however, grew rapidly, and not only increased in
Thessalonica, hut spread throvghout the surrounding country, so

that the Apostle could already in the first letter to them praise

-OAnG

them for spreading the Gospel not only through Macedonia and Achd a,

but throughout all the land.
When Paul was forced to flee from Thessalonica, he went to

Berea, a small and secluded city some fifty miles south of Thess‘a-
TV

lonica.. Here he hoped to he

(1; Acts 16,40. (2) Acts 20,6.
(3) Taylor, Paul the Missionary. pg.243. (4) Acts 17,1ff.

(6) Acts 17,4. (6)I Thess 1,8.
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the Jews who were seeking to take him, He also preached in the
synagor here, and was at first unmolested! The Jews reces!:szed”the
V.Ilord readily and many of them believed, as well as many of the
Greeks, searching the Scriptures daily. When some of the Jewsmom
'fhessalon:lca came down agein,and again began an uprising, Paul ;{ao
had to flee from this city. Silas and Timothy remained a short.zi;:‘;:m
Yet, working among the Hellenists and Greeks, until Paul called
them to Athens. - |

Pavrl waited for Silas and Timothy to come to him at Athens.
This, once the capital of Attica, was still one of the most impor-
tant cities of Greece. It was "the intellectual metropolis of the
ancient world- +he mother of arts and eloquence"% It was thedﬁfglrmr
of philosophy and Hellenic cvlture, and in it religious life was
as ™ad as its morals. |

Into smech a city Paul was bold enough to go while waiting\’"for

his trasvelling companions. When he saw that the city was given up
completely to idolatry he wanted to help them’ At this place again
he scted according to his' principle of preaching to the Jews first.
He entered into the synagog, disputing with the Jews. Not fmly did
he preach to them,thovrh; he also went out into the market-plac_e,
tal¥king with whomsoever he 1_rnet. When the philosophers heard of!‘ﬁ‘.’:;n,
thev asked him to explain his new doctrine to them., Paul then made
his sermon to them on Mars hill, speaking on 'the unknowvn God!,
Even here, in the center of speculative thought, he converted some
to the nlain trvths of Christianity.“

Upon leaving Athens Paul came to Corinth and remained there

for some times' Corinth had heen déstroyed in 146 B.C, but bul .t _

(1) Acts 17,10, (2) Taylor, Paul the Missionary.pg.259.
(3) Aects 17,17. (4) Acts 18,34,
(5) Acts 18,1fF,
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up again by Julius Caesar and made into a Roman coleny. Being a

center of commerce, it soon became rich, and the results of riches

followed- luxury end vice.
Coming to Corinth, Paul found Aquila and Priscilla there,

vho had come from Rome, and being a tentmaker as they were, re-

mained with them, He reasoned in the synagog every Sabbath and

persuaded Jews and Greeks". Many were won over by his preaching and
belfred® Paul continued here for a year and six months, teaching ‘
the neople, till snother uprising made it necessary for him to ‘
Yeave., That the church at Corinth grew and prospered is shown in
the first epistle to the Corinthians. This epistle is addressed
meinly to Gentile Christiens. Not many of the Jews were converted
therefore. Had it been Jewish, it would not have heeded so much
instruction on the elem&tary principles of morality, nor such
warnings ageinst idolestry. Its worship must have been disposed to
hecome irregular and orgiastic, a meeting which became a Babel of
confusion when each tried to exhibit his spiritual gift without
regerd for the rest of 'bh.e assemblyz' Had they been an entirely
Jewish cormunity, they would not have needed the stern admonitions
2bout bodily purity which the Apostle gives to a still semi-pagan
community like that of Corinth's

From these central points of the Greek land where the
Apostle preached and founded churches, the Gospel spread through-
out Greece. Given ean impetus by Paul, the doctrine was spread by

the Christians wherever they went, just as the believers of Thess=

. alonica did, for which they merited Paul's praise in a letter.

(1) Acts 18,4, (2) Acts 18,8. i

(3) T Cor. 11,21:14,23.
(4) Foakes-Jackson, Studies in the Life of the Early Church. pg.52.
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Greece. It had yet to be brought to Rome and Italy before the
spreasding was complete. This was accomplished by Paul when he was

' tasken prisoner and hrovght to Rome because he appealed to the high-
er courts,

On the way from Jerusalem to Rome the company was ship-
Wrecked and so chanced to remain on the island of Melita or Malta
three days". Pavl performed two miracles on the island, so we may
suppose that also some of the barbarian people were brought to the
feith., Going to Syracuse, they remained there three days snd then
went to Puteoll, where- they again found members of the church)’

remaining with them a week.

When Pavl came near Rome , the hrethren came out to meet
him. This imolies that there héd reen members of the church at ﬁgme.
The congregstion there was probably founded by disciples of the ,E

faith from Jerusalem, much before Paul came there as captive, ui;cl;ough

it was not very well lmown as yet. Paul then summoned the Jews
topether to talk over his captivity with them. Here he again
testified of his felth. After he had talked to them the whole dey,
some helieved and some did not. Thus there was & beginning alsi’
here of Hellenistic Christianity, and also of an opposition against
Paitl., For two years he dwelt in Rome ashd taught the Gospel to 33_;1.
who came o him. Because of Acts 28,28 it is probable that mot‘\of

these converts were Gentiles, though many of the Jews may have

turned to him also. _ ry
Thus the Word of salvation had been brought now to the ends

Oof the world, fulfilling the words cof Jesus. Paul, howeve

(1) Acts 28,1-10.
(2) Acts 28,14,
(3) Acts 28,15,
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been disappointed in the results of the preaching. He had expected
all the Jews to accept the Gospelz‘ On the contrary, there were

not very many of the Jews elther of Palestine or of the Diaspora

who accepted the truth. Those who did recleve it, though, became
the nucleus of later Christianity, as they aided in the spresd of |
the word more than the Jews or Gentlles, being already familiar |
with the underlying principles of Christianity. The Apostles also
turned to the Gentiles when their fellow=JdJews would not accept‘ﬂéhe
truth. They made no distinctions between the Jews and Gentiles&'ji':h'en,
so that their work readily had effect also among the Greeks. Thus
in reality a separate body was formed in the church- Genil-,ile
Christianity. Christsanity eppeared to these, as it could not to
the Jews, as a new religion, The bheck-ground end setting of the
Jewish Christian were lacking in them, Making falth in the Lord
Jesus the condition for salvation for the Jew and Gentile alike,

- LA

they set themselves over against Judaism as well as against Heathen-

ism as s distinct and exclusive religion';

The nucleus of the congregation remained Hellenistic.
In all the cities, where they preached, the Apostles spoke first

to the Jews, some of whom helieved, forming what is known as e

Hellenistic Christianity. Having need of less instruction than the
Gentiles, and Meing of sterner moral qualityi‘ it was greatly

through their efforts that Christianity spread and prospered,

él) Moore, History of Religions. pg. 119, vol.II.

2) Compare . 49, par. 2.

(3; Thege we?g the’ngs of the Diaspora, well-versed in glgj_ t{\to
Testament provhecies, and, hefore hecoming Christians, obedlen
a1l the laws of Foses., Holding to the moral Lew and b:;:alg Igzgighe
in it, they had this foundation of Christian living, po alearn
spread of Christianity more than thé Gentiles, who ha o

even the principles of morality, in the Apostolic Age.
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Conclusione
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Since we have followed through _the contact of Hellenism |

-with Christianity at the beginning of the modern era, we have yet |
to consider what influence the one exerted upon the other. There
was svrely an influvence of Hellenism upon Christianity, as the::g
was also some influence upon Hellehnism op the part of Christia;;ﬁ;y.
Two such tendencies could not aét in the same circles without
leaving some impress on one another. To what extent they did
inflvence each other is, however, difficult to determine.

Certain it is that Christianity influenced Hellenism, It had
a very decided effect unon Hellenistic Judaism, both negative and
positive. The Jews of the Hellenistic synagogs in' Jerusalem
realized the difference between Hellenistic Jews and Christians,
and persecuted them, In this way Christiar-lit'y caused the Jews to
antagonize their own countrymen, as the doctrines which the
Christisn sccepted seemed blasphemous to the Jew.

Christianity exerted a positive influence upon Hellenism
when Hellenists htecame Christians. They were teught the Christian
doctrines of faith in Christ Jesus and forgiveness without sacri-
fices., Freedom from the Law was emphasized, a'nd the equality of
the Jew and the Gentile in the kingdom of God. These factors
caused a prreat change in the Hellenist when he became a believer.

Not only did Christianity heve an effect vpon the Hellen=-

ists; it also influenced the Hellenes and the world at large.

In Acts 17,6 the Jews of Thessalonica say:"These that have turned

the world vpside down", referring to the Christian missionartes.
hought of the age,

Christianity did not only affect the religioust
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but the morality of the world as well. Insisting upon a strict
morsl life in their doctrine, and proving it with their conduct,
the Christian congrepgation hecame a foundation for a higher
morallty of the world as well as for the true religion..' The
conduct end thought of the entire Hellenic world was eventually

affected hy Christianity, especially in later centuries.

As Hellenism was influenced by Christianity, however, so

‘\' "ﬂj :
!

the Hellenists, New Testament Greek, was quite simple and yet had
kFecome aImost universal, ma¥inpg the spread of Christianity less

difficuvlt. The Evangelists had need of but one language--Greek._,_

\Edi"r'--‘

The svread of Christianity was also influenced by the thought
of Hellenism. The Hellenists more readily vnderstood the full

sipnificance of Christianity than the Palestinian Jews upon bglng

- ﬁ_‘ ,;:"-'

converted, especially in its distinctive doctrines and universality

Reslizing that it was neither purely the Jewish nor a heathen

Al

relipion, they were at once more zealous in spreading it as a new

relision.

Since the Hellenists were connected more closely with the

Rty

svnagopr then with the temple, the government, devotions, and insti-
tntions of the Ghristian chrrch were copied in their general
feat res from this institvtion, particularly in the Diaspora.

L

The 'meeting-house'! was patterned after the synagog and the order

At

Ok
of service developed largely from the synagog worship. No le“gsi-

tirn was found in the teachings of Christianity to such doctrines

as haptism, the Eucharist, and the mystical union, because the

Hellenists had *ecome acquaited with similar lines of thougft in
L-.,UULI,

the Greek world. They did not copy these thoughts from the Greeksy

but could understand them, vh en they were taught them by the

Avpcstles.
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A secondary influence was exerted upon Christienity also ty
Hellenic culture. Hellenistic Greek had come to be used through
the influence of this movement, as it was derived directly from
the Greek. Through Hellenism, Hellenic eulture also had a bearing
upon Christianity inasmuch as it gave to the world ideas of free-
dom and equality of nations, and originated the orgenization known
as the 'ecity-state', which made the spresd of Christianity less
difficult hecsuse of the dispersion of the Jews in the various |
cities.

General conditions in the Roman world and Asis Minor, which
are 81l to some extent influenced by Hellenie thought, were such
as to aid the Christian missionaries. Current idess of llberty
and cosmovolitanism greatly aided the ‘spread of the Gospel. Free-
dom of speech and action as well as the protection given even to
strangers and foreigners was conducive to missionary travel. Thus
conditions in the Roman world at large easlly afforded an oppor-
tunity for the preaching of the Gospel of Ghrist.

However much Christianity was influenced through Hellenistic
Judaism and Hellenic ct;lture in general, in its organization and
spread throughout the world , it was not at all influenced by them
in its doctrine or essential points. It was strictly an exclusive
religion, given by direct revelation of God.

Neither Jesus nor Paul could heve been influenced by Helle-

nic thought. Jesus 1lived and preached in Palestine. Besides havirg

his doctrine from himself, his religion was based on orthodox

Judsism, since he did not come into contact with Hellenism enough
L

to influence him. He lived and moved among members of the exclusive

Jewish relirion, and he taught his doctrine to these. same people,

conflicting with Judaism at first.

who did not recognize anything
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Nor was Paul affected by Hellenism. He recieved his doctrine&}ay

divine revelation, Gal 1,15, Though born in the Diaspora, he was
not Hellenic, as he was educated in ‘the house of his father, a |
Pharisee; and then in Jerusalem,- in the orthodox Jewish religion, |
which did not permit of Greek ideas entering into theology. He
himself says that his doctrine, the doctrine of Christ is 'to the !
Greeks foolishness'. 1 Cor. 1,23, ]

| Christianity was not influenced in doctrine by the Heli'e‘ﬁ}{st
Jews, They had no distinctive doctrines. Essentially they were
Jewish, observing the Law and the prophets and even the t'z-aditions.
Doctrinal differences then would have been due to Greek thought.
Even througﬁ traditions they did not influence Christianity, as{i:he
Gospel directly opvosed and objected to such traditions. They gave
up the traditions as well as the 01ld Testament ceremonies upon
hecominz Christianized. _

Greek thovght gave to Christianity no part of its religi’t:tr:‘.

Not only was the origin of Christianity in a different part of the
world, the condition of the world was such that Christianity
covld not hove heen influenced by it. Though there was a slight
knowledge of morality emong some of the writers of the time as
Seneca, Pliny the Younger, and Plutarch, their morality was far
from the true morality of the Christian, belng m_erely a morality
of abstinence. Though there were many pearls even in the philmﬂm
of the Greeks, the string upon which they were strung t°8°tf:iw
is altogether different from that of Christianity(Though Paul seems

to have » philoscohy which epproaches the Hellenie, he could not

heve recieved it from this source except ‘through the medium of
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his hearers, equslly impossible. His doctrinal thcught was c;ﬁfw’;&:e |
at once, having heen given him by divine revelation.

The Greek religion could have had no bearing upon Christ-
ianity, as.it was not secure in doctrine itself., The state-relﬁiﬁ\on
was in such a condition of decline that few still believed in it.
The relipion there was, was gross idolatry, mainly a system of
debauchery. The'trysteries!, which arose at the fall of the state-
religion and hegan to spread over all the land, had no greater
opportunity for influencing Christianity than the religion of the
state. Neither Jesus nor Paud could have come into contact with
them to anv great extent. Similarities in words of thoughts occur,
but with very different unde-rlying doctrines and principles.

There were certain ideas of truth present in the pagan world irﬂto‘ut
a future deliverance and a dark, undefined groving for 1light, but
it remained for Christianity to bring light into the darkness.

The appearance of Christianity in all its significence
was as amazing to the Greek as it was to the Jew and the Roman.
"The world wa.s surprised to see an Israelite, Oriental by race,
but Greek in the wide penetration of his sympathy, Roman in the

majesty of his authority.
The religion of Christ was & distinétive religion.

(1) Stanley, History of the Jews. III,416.
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Hellenism, in its relation to Christianity, can
be explained as a tendency which enabled the Jew more
readily to accept the Gospel, and caused him to be more
zealous in hringing it throughout the world. In this way
Hellenism hecame the foundation of the greatest church of
all times, and the cause of its wide spread. The Hellenist
missionaries, as well as the Hellenist recipients of the
Gosnel were active in this respect.

Christianity was not b1rilt on the Hellenic part
of Hellenistic Judaism, and yet the Hellenistic varty
of thé Jews, being the more liberal, was the one which finally
rained the ascendency and ruled out almost completely the '
Judaistic or Pharisaistic party. When the Cospel was
brought to the nations in general, there was stiil another
division of the chirch: Gentile Christianity. There was then
finally a great fusing of the Jewish and Greek elements
into one with the Hellenists, which was also accomplished

through the principles of Hellenistic Christianity.
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