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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Problem

The purpose of this investigation is to determine, on
the basis of the Gospel according to St. John, how man, by
nature, reacts to Christ. This issue is by no means merely
academic, Christ's testimony concerning His Gospel conflicts
with at least two situations which exist in our "Christian-
ized" society. For one thing, our Lord told His disciples
that the world would hate and persecute them because of His
Gospel. Yet, in America today, "Christianity" receives the
approval of the majority of people. In the second place,
Christ informed His disciples that He had chosen them, not
vice versa. The current emphasis in "evangelical" preaching,
however, challenges people to "make their decision for
Christ.”

This conflict between the words of our Lord and the
ideas which are current today prompts us to look at St.
John's Gospel and try to discover the Christ whom men op-
Pose and the reason why they cannot choose Him.

A detailed exegetical study of every passage which has
anything to say about man's attitude toward Christ would be
beyond the scope of this paper. Therefore we must limit
this study in two respects. In the first place, exegetical
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notes are included in the text only when they have particular
relevance to an expression of man's attitude toward Christ,
The second limitation is that the catalog of passages, al-
though an effort has been made to make it sufficiently ex=
tensive for the purpose of this investigation, does not in-

clude every passage on our subject.
The Issue in Contemporary Jewish Thought

Two Jewish scholars, Zeitlin and Fox, have recently
given an interpretation of the cause of Christ's erucifixion
which conflicts with the fourth Gospel. Fox asserts that
all the Jews of Judea and Jerusalem were not involved in
Christ's trial and crucifixion.l It is true that every Jue
dean certainly was not physically present outside Pilate's
pPraetorium., Nonetheless, Ste. John's account of the opposie
tion to Christ contradicts Fox's theory that only a small
number of high priests (who, according to Fox, were merely
pawvns of Pilate) were involved in Christ's death.,? Zeitlin
has a similar explanation for this statement:

A superficial reading of the story of the Passion gives

the impression that the Jews were responsible for the

crucifixion of Jesus. As we analyzed the narrative of

the trial, however, it became evident that the Jewigh
people were not responsible for the death of Jesus.

1c, George Fox, Jesus, Pilate and Paul (Chicago: Isaacs
& Company, c. 955). p. 103.

zIbid.' p. 10’*0

3Solomon Zeitlin, Who Crucified Jesus? (New York: Hare
per & Brothers, c.19h%), Pe .
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Zeitlin claims that Jesus was put to death as a politie
cal offender because it was feared that He might begin a
revolution against Rome.* He argues,

The fact that the high priest had to assert again and

again, "We have no king but Caesar,” indicates that not

only was Jesus' trial a political issue but that the
high priest was fearful of being accused of being_an
accomplice in declaring Jesus a King of the Jews.?

It should also be noted that, in addition to these Jew=-
ish scholars, Cullmann also argues that Christ was put to
death by the Roman government as a Zealot leader.6 He de=-
clares, however, that, although the Romans were legally re-
Sponsible for our Lord's crucifixion, the Jews were morally
responsible,’

These theories stimulate our desire to investigate St.

John's testimony to the opposition against Christ.
The Method

The basic source used in this study is Nestle's Novum

Testamentum Graece. The exegetical tools are noted in the

bibliography. Several commentaries on the fourth Cospel,
some scholarly works on the relations between Christ and the

Jews, and a few popular expositions of biblical characters

LIbid., pe 169.
5Ibid., ps 167.

608car Cullmann, The State in the New Testament (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, C«1956), P. Ll.

7Ib1do' Pe J&Bo




were also employed.

Pertinent pagssages appear at the head of each subdivi-
8ion in the second and third chapters of this thesis. These
pPassages were collected through a study of the Gospel in the
Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. They were then

translated from the Greek into the form in which they appear
in this paper.

All italiéized words in quotations (except for Biblical
quotes) are the italics of the original authors.




CHAPTER II
THE DISPLAY OF HUMAN OPPOSITION
The World
He was in the world, and the world came into existence

through Him, and the world did not know Him. (1:10)

What He has seen and heard, this He 1s testifying and
no one is receiving His testimony, (3:32)

"the world . « « has hated Mes « o o (15:18)

Arnd when He comes, lle will expose the world concerning

g%?). e « that they do not believe on Mes « « « (163

"you will no longer see lMe. « « « the world will rejoice

e« » o o" (16:16,20)

On the surface, one might suppose that a visitation of
the Creator would occasion general acclaim and homage on the
part of His crea tures. The Gospel according to St., John,
however, is replete with manifestations that the visitation
of the Son of God gave rise to a response which was diamet-
rically opposite to such popular reverence.

Although Christ brought all things into being, the world
did not even recognize Him, His words conveyed etermal life
(cfe 6:68) but the world did not accept His message. On the
contrary, it hated Him and rejoiced in the removal of His
visible presence.

The world's animosity did not die with Christ. It cone

tinued to vent its anger because of Jesus through its perse-
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cution of His disciples (cf. 15:19ff.)e Thus, St, John
writes in the present tense when he declares, "He 18 testi-
fying and no one is receiving His testimony." (3:32) The
8in of which the world is convicted is that it does not be-

lieve.
The Jews

His own did not receive Him. (1:11)

Although lle had performed so many signs before them,
they were not believing on Him. (12:37)

They did not know that He was speaking about the Father
to them, (8:27)

"do we not correctly say that You are a Samaritan and
You have a demon?" (8:48, cp. vs. 52)

??e ga? a demon and is mad; why do you listen to Him?"
0:20

the Jews all the more were repeatedly seeking to kill
Him, (5:18)

He did not want to walk about in Judea because the Jews
were seeking to kill Him. (7:1)

Then they took up stones to throw upon Him. (8:59)

The Jews again took up stones in order that they might
stone Him., (10:31)

Then they were again seeking to arrest Him. (10:39)

They brought him (namely, the man who had been born
blind) to the Pharisees. (9:13)

But scme cof them went to the Pharisees and told them
the things which Jesus had done. (11:46)

"If He were not one who does evil, we would not have
delivered Him to you," (18:30)

Then they cried out again, sayingsb'ﬂot ?Eéshg?n, but
€Xe H

Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a ro
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on the gabbath, Christ is revealing Himself as the promised
Messiah,16 The Jews, however, were interested only in accus-
ing according to the law, not in rejoicing over a manifesta=
tion of God's glory. The invalid referred to Christ as "the
One who made me well"; they desired merely to find out who

had told him to break the sabbath.

Their rcaction to Christ's healing of the man who had
been born blind again shows their concentration upon the "how"
and not upon the "what" of the sign. They repeatedly asked
to be told how Jesus had healed him; their minds were closed
to the meaning of this unique miracle and open only to the
fact that the Lord had broken their interpretation of the lawe.

Christ pointed out the fallacy in their reasoning. They
themselves regularly waived the sabbath law in lieu of another
law, viz. the cormand to be c¢ircumciseds They performed this
rite on the "eighth day" even when it fell on a Saturday; yet,
using their unrighteous and inconsistent judgment, they hated
Jesus for healing on the sabbath. They were convinced that
He was a sinner. Loosley says, "what underlies their criti-

cism of Jesus is their whole conception of religion."17
Christ's Authority As Teacher

"How can you believe when you receive glory from one an-
other and are not seeking the glory from the only God?"

(5:44)

16}!051(%8, OPe Cite, PPe 315¢f.
17Loosley, ODs Citey, Pe She
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"Did any of the leaders, or of the Pharisees, believe
on Him? DBut this crowd, which does not know the law,
is accursed." (7:48f,)

And they reviled him and said, "You are His disciple,

but we are disciples of lMoses, We know that God has

gpoken to lMoses but we do not know where this man 1is

from," (9:28f,.)

They answered him and said, "You were born entirely in

?ins ?nd are you teaching us?" And they cast him out.
7 :315-

"You are examining the Seriptures because you suppose

you have eternal life in them and these are they which

are testifying concerning Me, but you do not wish to

come to Me that you might have life.” (5:39f.)

"He who sent HMe is true, He whom you do not know; but I

know Him for I am from Him and He has sent le." So they
were seeking to arrvest Him. « o « (7:28=30)

As was noted above, the Jews began to persecute Jesus
because He was breaking the sabbath.18 Jewigh opposition to
Christ, however, was not due merely to their "righteous anger"
over some legal infractions; rather, it was based upon some=-
thing much deeper. Jocz argues,

The real conflict between Jesus and the authorities + «

was not of an academic nature. It was personal, The

offence laid to the charge of issus was his claim , + « ,

the claim of unique authority.

Christ is the Glory; He is the revelation of divine power
and "light" from the source of God Himself, The Jews, however,
desired human praise and not this glory. The Pharisees be-

lieved that they themselves were the very source and norm of

18Suera, Ps 35

lghacéb Joez, The Jewish People and Jesus Christ (London:
SePeCeKay 1949), De &Os
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truth; they felt that their rejection of Jesus established
Him as an imposter.

"We are disciples of lMoses!" It was noted above that
they did not receive the true message of Moses and repent.zo
Their emphasis was not on "Moses" but on "we"; thus they mani-
fested their faith in their own learning. St. John ironically
records their haughty statement that they could not be enlight-
ened by a sinner,

Our Lord did not let them remain under their illusion of
self-righteous scholarship. They assumed that they possessed
eternal life simply because they ransacked the Secriptures,
Christ informed them that their assumption was false. They
had misinterpreted their Bible: man can have life only in
Christ; the function of Seripture is to lead man to Him, not
to provide man with food for his own egotism. "Thus the pride
of the Jews in their indefatigable study of the Scriptures is
undermined at its source."21 Christ exposed man's ignorance
of God and asserted His own absolute knowledge and authority.
In doing this, He makes the opposition of natural man inevi-
table.

Christ's Diety

"My Father still is working and I am working." Therefore
the Jews all the more were seeking to kill Him, not only

203u2ra, PPe 33f.

21Hoskyns, op. cite, pP. 273.
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because He was breaking the sabbath, but also because
lle was calling God ilis own Father, making Himself equal
to Gods, (5:17f)

"Before Abraham came into being, I am," So they took
up stones to throw at Him. « « « (8:58f,)

"We stone You « » « because of blasphemy, because You,
being a man, make Yourself God." (10133}

"We have a law and, according to this law, He ought to
die because He made Himself the Son of God." (19:7)

"You are from the below; I am from the above. You are
from this world; I am not from this world." (8:23)

"If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me be=-
fore it hated you. If you were of the world, the world
would love its ownj; but because you are not of the world,
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you." (15:18f.)

"I am speaking the things which I have seen from the
Father and therefore you are doing the things which you
have heard from your father." (8:38)

"Why do you not understand My words? Because you can
not heur My words. You are from you father, the devil,
and you will to do the desires of your father. He was

a murderer from the beginning and is not in the truth

because the truth is not in him, « « « but, because I

say the truth, you do not believe Me." (8:43-45)

The basic offense in Jesus of Nazareth is the deity of
the incarnate Christ, In attempting to explain the heart of
the collision between Christ and humanity, Strachan says, "the
dispute very soon passes into a controversy regarding the per-

22 he animosity

son of Jesus Himself, or His divine claims,"
of the Jews was only intensified when Jesus explained His
authority to heal on the sabbath: "My Father still is working

223trachan, Ops cit., pPe 21,




40

and I am working." The Jews correctly interpreted these words
to mean that Christ's relationship to the Torah was identical
with that of the Father.23 In their estimation, however, His
divine claim was nothing short of blasphemy. Christ's asser-
tion of His deity was not only the basis of their two attempts
to stone Him but also the ultimate rcason for their desire to
have Him erucified.

The reason for man's lack of harmony with Christ's deity
lies in the fact that there are two opposing realms: the
realm of this world and the realm of "the above."

The world hates those who are not a part of it. This
clash is due to the fact that the world is in bondage to its
demonic¢ prince, the devil., (14:30; 16:11; 8:31ff,) Christ's
revelation of the Father therefore causes the world to seek
to silence His voice. It is opposed to the Truth because its
"father" is the propagator of lies and has no part with the
truth. It seeks to kill God's Messiah because its "father®
is a murderer from the beginning. In other words, the devil
constantly opposes God's beneficent plans; the Jews, in this
same spirit, were seeking to destroy the Son of God and thus

counteract His work for mankind.zk

Ultimately, the world rejected Christ because, as Satan's
realm, it is essentially antagonistic to God's rule,

23Ibid., p. 168,

ZI’Stevena, 9‘2. ca.t., p‘ 196.




CHAPTER IV
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD CHRIST TODAY
Yho Crucified Christ?

As was noted in our introductory chapter, there is an
hypothesis current among some Jewish theologians that Christ
was crucified simply as a political offender.l The whole
tenor of the fourth Cospel, as has been shown, dramatically
shows that the conflict between Christ and the Jews was much
more serious than this view would allows.

According to St. John, the opposition against Christ was
not a last minute decision involving only a few of Pilate's
pawvns., 7The Jews were constantly opposing Christ and were
repeatedly secking to kill Him., The crowds which followed
Him eventually left and turned against Hime. Even His own
disciples were "following” Him only in body. When His hour
came, they too deserted Him. In short, there was real and
widespread antagonism against the Lord.

Ve might summarize the reasons for this antagonism as
follows:

as Christ's humanity was an offence: the Jews could
not accept iis absolute claims because they viewed

Him only as a man.

be His concept of worship was a contradiction of the
ritualistic temple worship in which they placed

1Sugra, PPe. Rf.
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their hopes. His cleansing of the court of the gene
tiles opposed their Jewish exclusiveness.

€. His determination to die for His "sheep" did not ful-
fill their messianic expectations.

d. Christ's condemnation of sin arroused the anger in
their unrepentant hearts.

es HHis authority over the sabbath contradicted their
legalism,

f. His absolute authority as the teacher opposed their
self-righteous, biblicistic intellectualism.

ge IHis divine nature was the inevitable target for the
lies and treacherous hatred of the Devil-ruled world.

The Attitude of All Men, by Nature

Whoever accepts the authority of the fourth Gospel must
assert that the crucifixion of Christ was a complete national
rejection of God's liessiah., Speaking historically, the Jews
crucified Christ. The Gospel according to St. John, however,
will not let us rest here. It was not written to give gentile
Christians reasons to be "Jew haters."” Fox refers to the ine
Justices which "Christians" have perpetrated against the Jews
since the time of Christ.2 St. John certainly deoes not pro-
pound such anti-Semitism,

We must remember that also non-Jews are reported as being
opposed to Christ and His Gospels The Samaritan woman had her
pride in "father Jacob" (4:11) and, in the early part of her

discourse with Jesus, she showed an attitude of complete ma-

2G. George Fox, Jesus, Pilate and Paul (Chicago: Isaacs
& Company, €.1955), p. LZe
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terialism. Pilate, though convinced of Christ's innocence,
scoffed at !liis testimony to the truth, had lim scourged, and
finally consented to His erueifixion. (18:33ff.) The sol-
diers repeatedly mocked and struch the Savior. (19:2f.)

The ultimate point which St. John makes in regard to the
rejection of Chrict is that the world hated Him and it stands
condemred. (15:18f.; 16:11) Hoskyns says,

The author did not require of his original readers that

they should exercise skilful historical imagination or

force themselves into a position not already theirs. He
assumes that his readers stand where the Jews once stood

5051%122?5 all men, because they are men, occupy this

The same Christ confronts man today and man, by nature,
is basically the same, Mankind, as under the rule of the
"prince of this world," rejects Christ today for the same
reasons as the Jews rejected Him two thousand years ago. Many
theologians still are ofifended by the fact that the incarnate
Christ continues to make His claim of absolute authority and
divinity, Mankind still looks for its own kind of "messizah.”
Humanity continues to be proud of its own morality and intel-
ligence and it therefore hates God's sin-revealing Light.

The world today is still the realm of Satan which opposes the
rule of God in Jesus Christ.

If our choice depended upon our own human potential, we

too would make our decision against Christ and cry out, "Not

3I:dwyn Clement Hoskyns, The Fourth
- Gospel (London: Faber
& Faber Limited, c.1947), Pe 50e
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