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the Lord• 11 higher natme. •37 Sbe noognir.ecl JUII to be tlla 

•teacher vho ha4 t'Ned bar trcn dev1111, wham •• bad OGlllt 

to raapact and honor, v1th vbam % �h�e� lang1d to be.• 



OBAftBR IV 

JESUS PORBIDS 11AR! ~O OLDG '10 BDI 

Na17 reacted to Jeaua• M~not onl~ v1tb a wOl'd. 

e_q~f o-,..,.. ~ " but also v1th an aot1c:m. Vhloh 1• 111pl.Ja4 1n 
...._ , c, 
__. vol'ds }A.'V\ ~""" 9'TT"-z:-oa,- , vJd.oh Jeaue addN■NCI t;o llar. 

Many- have ae.en a great d1tt1oulty 1n 1nlel'pNt1ng U. ,, 
VOl'd ihrrou-. After tracing 1t■ UR througb 1iba lepluag1n1; 

and the Targuma11 and 1n the Bnl1'1o and .bull1o Jangaap•• 
Violet concludes h1a atu4J' or tblN ,rOl'd■ b7 ~tns. •da 

'noli me tangere 1 gtl'Bdezu e1n aenuselt.e■ VOl'd SffOl'den 

1■t. nl Luther :ftllt tbat be oou14 not bl~ gN■p tha aan­

ing or this phrase,, oan11cter1ng lt to be a •Ol'IIX lnfiel9Jll"8• 

tum. n2 

filia aeem1ng d1ttlou1'7 Ila■ prcnpta4 8CIII■ to propo• a 

411'19Nnt reading ot tla text. 'fboluok obN"9■ '11&1; •■Oll9 

ue 41apoae4 to read oi> p.~ ~ r-ov- • • • • •3 Ve note lbat 

1Bruno Violet. "Bin V.nuoh n Jell. 20111.• •f·•Olll'lft 
~ ~ lfeut.e1tappn.!11Jdll Vi•!IP!oJl&ft !!ll!l .ta »-I~ Bf 
-~----re~n~ Urclii • DIV (lpi1i, 19251.BO■ 

2Brv1n Nulbaupt. e41tqr;; Dia Pa■■tan■ umt !8F,;.1;eaohloh­
J-ni:u■ Allen ntt .B~,,n lliiEin Jailiii!!._._Uii 

giii,g (ootfliijjaniv.iniieniioeob I ~ciiit;i95 • , ~. 
3Auguetu■ !'holuok, ac PtiU7.11l .b CloaM1 ,tjolm, 

lan■late4 - Cbarle■ Dmilll (~jlilal llmill, Jliij1Yllb • 
Co •• 1859). P• ,10. 
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the Vat1canus .Dlanusor1pt ■ugallat1 a tl'llll8po■1t1an, ■o that 

1 t YOUld read )-(. 11 Jrr c-o"' ,4"J o.,. • 

Bernhan1., considering thia var:lant to be ■1sn1n.oant., 

notaa that., e1nce the poa1t1on or P.'"' var1ea., tbe or1g1n&l 

118 rea41ng may have been /A-Y\ ~;,.c,,v • fill•, be •uga9•t•, 
might be a corruption ot a at111 earlier reading, na111l7, 
}-t.~ TT""T"OOy • 4 

Bernhard reoognizea that all or '1111 8yn0pt1■t■ empba• 

a1ze the fear of' the women at tbl tamb (llark 1618J LuJae 2,151 

Natt. 2815 and 10). But bare 11a7 1a appt,Nnt17 vlthout 

fear. ~a presents a d1tt1oult7.5 M~ rroov- vou14 alear 

up the ci1tf1culty., tor tben the •quanoe vauld bes 

Be not atf'r1gbted, tor I 118ft not ,et gone up t .o JIJ' 
Pather. • • • I am at111 v11b. 7au, •• you knaY lie MN 
on earth,; I have not ,et re■umd. the avrul •J••ty or 
heaven. Do not te&l!1 OU'lT a, •••se to tM 41■a1.ple■ 
aa 1n tbe old days. 6 

In reply to this oonJeature, w muat note tint at all 

that all the MSS &N a1lent 1n nglU'd to _µ~ 7T't:OOv-. We 

aak furthermore., aa dcea Cotter, ""- ■hould a ■1111p1e and 

easy reading be obansad into one Vb1oh 1■ dirt1oult7"7 Ve 

7v. B • P. Cotter, "touoh lie lloti' hr I All Rot 'l'et A­
■oended unto 'Iba ..,tblr,• D!. !P•i ag •sr,,XLIII 
(Ootober, 1931)., -.3. 
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mat agree with Barrett tbat nch- a con.feature ahou14 not 

be resorted to. it any aenae can be lllllde or the given text.8 

;,.LI.' n p: ! o u- and it■ Related '81'11111 

P -roceeding then upon the baaia that ..c.L-h. JA01" Df 1T'nJ "1a 

tbe correct reading• ve must reoagnim tint ot all that 

Jesus vas here torbidd1ng an action vhich bed alftadJ' begun 

or had been attempted. ~he toi,a .. ot l'lf_.;'?o,r 1• pftl■ent middle 

1mperative.9 Moulton points to the 41tteNnoe between a 

Pft■ent imperative and an aor1at aub.funotiw. Be cit.ea 

Plato•a Apology, where "J-\1'\ lJotV' P""' ~•,,• .. ~£~ (2CB) vaa· uaed 

before clamor begin■• andµ,,_ Ooe_11~&i:-iT£(21A) la uud vben 

1t baa begun. 1110 f\.v{ v1th p19Nnt illpeat1w 1■ uaed. nine-
, . 

t.een times 1n John's Go■pel 11114 lp1■t1e•• vh11e M-">'l with the 

&oriat sub.1unctive 1a uaed en~ anae (Jobn 31T). Wb1111•••r , 
.M'1'1 1a used v1th the pN•nt illperat1w, the Np~ llll■t be 

either "I am not doing ■o. • or •1 v111 ■top 4olng it. 1111 So 

n muat conclude tbat 11aJ7 blld alNadJ' began tbat Vld.oh Je■a• 

vaa f'wb1dd1ng. 

Sc. x. Barrett, !be Ooa•l AaaOl'd.tng to st. Jean An 
Introduot1on v1th O?:iil;"fi'!am noli■ !!l '&71':ntei nzr 
(tondon1 S. P:-tr. I., • p:-\70. -

9A. '.r. Robert■on, Iba Pourth ao 1 ftll •·1e to Im 
lebl'aVa, 1n WOl'd P1otUIW-;-1ii ■ nl Yn1-
lirjir and Bioiiien, 1§32)-;-v;,-ir.-

lOJ. B. Noullan• Pl'ola'P.'Ff indJ•t,dj ot Jiff 
!e■--nt GNek (B11Dliiiijli1 ~ • C , • i. 1.22 • 

11Ib1d., p, »-.. 



30 
We ma7 then aak, "Vllat vaa 1t tbal J1a17 bad begun to do 

And that Jesus was forbidding bar to do any 1cmaart ~o what 

nanne:r of' touching does :{-rr-r-o.l"atc. Nfert" Amdt-Oingl91oh give 

aa the maning of' ~~"C"'Y'-•" "taJm hold or• hold,• and 'liben 

stve··.for the meaning ot tm pbr&ee under 41eaua■1on 1n JOhn 

20117 11 "Stop ol1ng1ng to • • nl2 ~l' a_...a that 1.t •••• 
"t o fasten onesel.f' to,. to cling to. 11 but then bl tl'llnelatea 

this phi-aae, Rno not hanclle 1119. nl3 I1111111cUat.eq ve reoosn1• 

that one can eas.1.ly handle aomth1ng without ft.at.en!ng oneae1.t 

to it., and that handling 18 quite d1n.Nnt tban al1ng1ng to 

something. 

What light does a study of tel'IIIB related to :I n-r-E-<. ~c. 

abed upon its meaning? We t1nd that "'l'":r::w moat proptrl7 haa 

the mea.n1ng *'lay hold of'." In Jlatt. 261"8. Juda■ inatl'llat■ 

the p:riesta to "hold taat ( I< e, f:A.-C >( G»a( z:-,._ ) 0 to tbl one be 

1dent1fied v1th a k1aa. In Natt. 26157. • are told tbat 

thoae Vho 111&14 hold on ( oL Ke_-c-r;,{"c(ir-re.s)" Je■u■• took 

B1m to Cai&pbaa. And 1n Jlark 6117, ve Nad that "Herod h1m­

aelf' had sent forth an4 1&14 hold upon ( lt<.ei-r>i ,£v) Jobn 
, 

and bound him 1n priaon. n So n -.y - tbat J< e C( t"£.W pro-

perly meana "lay hold of'• •1•," or n&rNet." 

12w. P. Arndt and ., • V. G1ngl'1oh• ed1 IOl'II and ~•la• 
tor■• A 0Nek-B:pl1■h :r.x.toan !f. ~ l'ea __ n, (Ghloago1 
!he VnTver■lty o Chlaago Pii••• 7 • p. 102. 

13 
J.B. l'hapr, A 0Nek~19Ll.zioan or tba Bev g•pt (C01'1'9ot.e4 id!llanJ f a liinoaai11ioFlro •• 

a8 • p. 70. 



31 

!hayer would have u■ make a olear d1et1not10ll between 

~;,_z::- £..C. (}.c<: '- • 8 '-.,., J.. 'v' ,,.:v• • and ,; 'n n OC. ;~ 'ti'- • .. wr1 tee I 
,. , Ii_ 

"'-,r-r E. ~ e7a( c. 1s the stranger tel'III. denoting o.nen to lg 
hold 21., hold~, approp£1ateJ 1n it■ aunal ri'ferenae 
differing from ec..;t~J.Y"L'-.,.. 'b7 ■ugge■t1ng 1D1lavh'lnt••• 
8c..iril'J..,,.'-'-._ ia used of touoh1ng 'b7 the band •• a 
mlte.na or knowledge. handling ror a purpo•11'1'n<;.r~1s­
n1fiee to~ around n.:!al the tinpn or )Minda,, ea:pe­
Cffll7 Iii aearcblng tor ■ome"'"'lli1iis. often .!2 FPR!•. • • 

In Col. 2121., ~'i'l1~1/l.t..'111 UIHtd 1n the NIIN or band-

11ng for a purpose. We :read tbeN• n ~.-n. d..',;7J )11.'l'l&e. 7'£..;'-?! 

M.,, Si {;}~}" ~ s • " !his paaNge -• to conw7 a •n•• 

ot growing U111genc7, so tbat 1 t might be translated tl'ael.71 

nae sure not to touoh it. Bapeo1ally don't taate 1t. But 

above all don't handle it!" bat y--...~c(~t-.,. e1gnit1ea ftle1-

1ng around with the tlngera, 1l8J' be Nen 1'rOIII a Pl•-aa Ula 

Luke 24139,, vhen Chr1at bids Bl• 41■o1pla■ to bandle JU.• 

hands and Bia f'eet, to teel B1111 and malc8 WN that Ba 1■ nol 

a ap1r1t. In Ao.ta 17127,, ,Y'>'l~d...'1~.,,.. 1■ u1ed in· tbl •n• or 

graping after something. Paul lltZ'9 tell■ tbl philo■opben 

on the An:topagua that 1111n oft.en t.z7 to ftrd Clod b7 groping 

attar B1m. 

'/>:1Tr~«c.. 1a uaed only onott 1n bl9 Ooe»el aao0l'd1ng to 

St. John. bel'9 1n 20117. 'A-n"C"o;Ua1L 1a ■oat o.nen UN4 1n tm 

8Jnopt1os when l'8:f'eW1ng to tbo• no teuoh ._ ololba■ or 

Pll'IIGA or Jeau■,, bellev1ng that euob an aot1on ¥111 have • 

OUl'll'tlve •~ct upon till. BIN ve Nfer to Ja•-• auob 
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aa Natt. 9120J 141361 llark 3tl0J an4 LaJce 811J-. It le alao 

Uaed or Jesus touoh1ng persona to heal tbllll. a■ 1n Jlatt. 

813, 9129J LUke 5113J 22,51. D1111 vol'd also expw••• 1a11e 

action of" Jesus 1n blessing the oh1ldNn. 1n llal'k 10113 and 

Luke 18115. 'lhis senee or touohing Vllioh oonwya a 41v11w 

bleaetng is listed bJ' Amdt-01.ng:l'ioh aa the aeoOD4 •an1ns 
ot ~•rr ,u I}-°''- • 15 

We have noted tbat Amdt-&.tngriob give "t&Jm hold or" 

aa the t1rst meaning or ;{-rn;u.~.u.16 •1ok11n ■'lil'engtlllna 
this by saying that 111n the Bev !e■tament .:lrr-rD_,,,P--<C. ocm­

atantly occurs 1n a sense almost 1nte:rohanalable vltb tbat 

Of the VOl'd Jee_ oe. "C' f.Lc.) •• ., • 1117 Be Nfei,t tb1n to tlll blal-

1ng ot Peter' s motber-1n-1.av. vhaN !;{y-1.r-o 1a uNd 1n the 

Jfatt. 8115 account.., and ·£,,c.e_otr ""A~ 1• uNd 1n tbt Jlark 

1131 account. S1n.ae tbe •an1ns or 1<f!.,a< c-ew 1a olear~ •1ay 

hold of'," evidentq 1n llarlc. 1131 Je■u■ not an~ "touobld• 

blit "la1d hold of'0 :bar hand. CCIIJlll'1n8 tb1■ bn Vi 1ih tbe 

09 of !<~rg..&A--c.L 1n Jolm 20117. 11okl1n ocnolude■ '11at 1ibe 

•an1ng ahould be "do not aant1nue to Jatep hold of' •. u Be 

PG1nt■ out the tact that tbl VGIIIIII in ,Jfatt. 2819 laid bold 

Of ( L 1<. e ~-c n t.<....- ) Jeaue t fttet, and that tbie le oan■l■tent 

15 
Arndt 8114 G1ngr1oh, .!1!• .!Jl•• p. 102. 

16 eup .. p. 28 • 

. 17t. B1ok11nf •■ol1. fanaltN,• !!I!. bpop11on l'iaa•• 
Lt (October., 1939,. JJ78. 
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•1th ta Fourth Ooape 1' • /A,; r"" d7rr011' •18 

Our comparison ot !t~i.c.~~c. v1tll lta N'laWd tel'ID 

Would lead us to conclude tbat ~vro_.MAL baa tba •n• or . , 
aU.nging to" or "holding to" ■Gllllthing or ■Ollltone • (}'J'l'"'vr., 

•an■ 
11 
touch" v1 th the sense ot ban411ng ■C1111t'111ng., •• cna 

would bandle a p1eoe ot rope to teat 11■ ■1.Nnph. ,V?t1"-tpi',,. 
•ana "touch" with the aenae or ftle11ng ■Clll81ddng., •• cna 

vould put b1a hand to a material to ftlel 1t■ t.extuN. 

'A~-r- e..c. ~ .. , on the other hand, being 1nuro11an&14 vitb 
I 

1< e ~'C'E.L v- ., means., "1.&J' bold ot" or 0 oltns to.," not ••17 
•hand le" or II feel. " 

Comnantatora have giftn var1CNa 1badea or IIINnins to 

the vol'da " µ.~ l'A''v- ~lT?"OV • " OOod■PNd tNna1a1ie■ 11. 

"You must not cling to •. nl9 LuU.r •:r• 1t ■hou14 be 

•Riibz.e m1ch n1oht an. •20 Westcott adda tbat •• 4ea1re to 

reta1n" 11 included. 21 Straahan w11ie■ U.I lt IIMD■ •not; 

•raly to touch an obtfeot., but to po■NI■ 11. 1122 ~ 

18Ib1d -· 19.s. J. Ooodapted, !bl..,, lfe■taaapt y All9r1aan 'l'Nn•-
lation (Cbicagoa Un1ver■Iii' irciiloago ••• 1923). 

20 •• 
Xulhaupt., .!?l!• .!!ll,., p. 368. 

21,i. B. We■toott., l'be CloaRfl AaaOl'd to at.~• 
,. Greek ,...xt vi th Intiocl'uaifen Wcilii'1"(rnaiif Jtip)if ■ 1 
•• I. iiz-dDBna Pub1!111i!ni Co., 1 ~. : 

22
R. B. Btr&oban. fbt l'ctllnb Go■nl• 11:■ •111111r1aanae II Bnv11'0R119nt (LaadanTTIUdini c&Ha 1an--.....1a1 hi••• 

'5), P• 327. 
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81Ne tbat, .from the •anins alone ot tbl vmd tr~,;"(°'t. , it 

appean that Jesus vaa UJ'1ns to llal'J', •no not; Jmep an 

Ol!nging to Me I " 

Ie there anytb1ng elae 1n 1;11a t.en propar or 1n 11• 

0antext tba t would 11trangtben our a■Nrt1an tm.t Jen■ va■ 

forbidding Macy to cling to lUlllt 

Ve may not.a t1ret ot all tbat <.-re_oe.fLt4>< 1■ ..-4 1n 
~ '"1 :IJt verae 16 close upon 1 ts u■e 1n '1111'88 1,, t: '-re« T 71 £. (..S 

t't( 0'7Tc.'t. r..J • Z.nlk1 tran■Jate■ tba , re-<-;,,,~ ot ftl'N 16 

¥1th tbe vorde "haying leaned tOl'Val'd.•23 lfo .1u■ti17 tbi■ 

tran11at1on he point• to LuJm 9155 and 10,23. Bl vr1te■ 1 

In veree 111, E ~?: e~¢'n s.,s -c.:.C 07,/1,,., •ana tbat 
Jlary turned completely around 110 that •• ftlaecl Jew■ • 
When nov Jobn vr1te1 1n '981'118 16 1.r~-1-a,"' , •••• 
Mary vould certainly look at '111• •~ner• ezpeot1ng 
h1a repq. 11aJ7 vu taoing Jee11■ wmn Ha •»olm blr 
name., and ,-ce_l(f,f.1:c.-.. •an• lbat ■Ill leaned taft&l'd an4 
■o utt.ered her rapl7. !bl J1U'1;1a1p1e 1■ uecl •• 1n 
Luka 9:55, 10123, VblN .Je■u loo Jeana HIIU'4 111■ 
41sc1plea., vhca b9 al.raa4Y taoe■, &nil 4•• not tUl'II 1n order to race them.24 ___ __ 

!he next step atter having leanacl :tol'vUd vmld be to ala■p 

. Jeeue I f'ee1i. But ve ban little eYldenae 1n tba Jle1r 

· testament to SbOV tbat vbln t.-r-e~P E.l4t-C 1• uNd tv1oe 1n 

23a. C. B. 1Anek1, !!a 1-~•tion .ff. .. , • Jolm I. 
Cloeppl. (Col11111bue I lilltbeNDoiciiioem. 1fflJ. P• 1332. 

2'J Ibid.• p. 1333. 
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con.1unot1on, the aeoond u• ■hould 1mp17 a bending rOl'lr&l'd. 
e1pao1a11.y to speak in private to aerta1n penana (JDJat 101 

23). 

Alford25 and !empla26 explain Iba cloubie r.-ce'Offr;.tr.,,,._ 
l&J'ing that it vaa not until the NOon4 C.'C"e_at fCc~< tbat 

Nary looked directlz at Jesus. Other. propoae 'tbit thla 

double turning 1a •rel7 ag1t&t1on on the part; or 11&17 • and 

that her grief made her turn this_,. an4 that 1n ••:rahing 

for the One whom ahe had loat. Zahn ape&Jm or th1e ag:I. ta­

t1on. He says. 11s1e hatt.e aloh aohon v1eder 1111t ibfttm B11ok 

dem Grab zugevandt, 1ndem ale 1n 1hNII Auft'eguns aur e1M 

Antvort dea Oartnera vartele. •27 L1psoomb olearl7 ahcnra 

hov her grief could haft caused hai- tio loN 1nten■t 1n tb9 

gardene:r who f!IJ,ve ber no help and tum again to the tamb. 

Be vritea1 

ehe had an extra0l'dlna17 capaoity ror ab■tmot.lon b-oll 
oircumstancea, and tor ,arteot oanoenvation on a g;Nat 
thought or feeling. Bbe va■ not d1•turbe4 ,_ tbll anaala 
1n the sepulchre. Bo sooner Jl&d hlr Sl'ief' IUUl1MN4 
tbe1.r question that Iba tumed &1'117 to -k tlll obefect 
ot her lO'V8 • Zt, 
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Both of' theae <vleva point to tbl taot tbat 8lla tumad 

tv1ae to Jesus. What manner or turning th1■ · na muet 1'91181n 

oon.jeoture • ~ ~ -re~,c;c,_ Mor vel'N l!J and tbat ot Wl'le 16 

do not apprea1ably af'.teat GUZ' ocnaiuaton that Jeaua tOZ'bade 
\ . 

Mary to ol1ng to Him. 

We may note here tlat the 1nterpolat1an art.er dL.~<•k-t1£ 

or Kll(L "eo, ;_S:,e'Y-40,/"- ~-1'.,., ~, -c~-r:,v- -· been atteeted 

by a number or MSS. fbia adcl1t1on tol'IIIII a ve17 claae pual­

lel to Matthew 2819, vbel'e,,. read "'t ~i -,re_o'-£119°~-

Cco"'L E..1< e.,ot -c >1<o<-, iv-r::-ov-. hie addition vauld i:llpl.7 tbat 

lla17 had started up an4 ran to Chriet, ,el'lap■ to take bold 

ot Bis feet. The close 11m11ar11;y to llatt!IIN1a aooount 

would point to th1a, that perh&p1 t!IIN early earibea ■av 

the d1ff'1cult1e■ of the text 11l JObn, and, bllvins alao tba 

text of" Matthew before tham, ad4ed tb111 •• an explanat017 

and bal'lllon1z1ng glo■a. Jt tbia wre a am-Not 1ntel'p0lat1on,, 

it vould strengthen the v1ev that J1a17 ,raa trying to o11ng 

to Clll'iat Vban Be aa14, 11 M"" JN'" ~TrT"lv 111 

One other point vould ■tNnglbltn 1111■ v1n. Ve baft 

not.ed bov the theJll9 ot JlaT'• oonoem tor Javing loat Chrlat 

11 1'9CUl'l'ent thl'oupout tbl t1rat elgbteen wne■ ot tbe 

wentieth chapt,er ot tbe Goapel aaool'd1q to st. John. 29 

Vben one baa lost a pr1ze4 ob.teat, vmn be ••1n t1nd■ 11;, 

be v111 aecura 1t 1n aucb a 11'111' tbl&t 111 ¥111 mwr be lo■t 

29 Supra, pp. 13-1.IJ. 
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aga1n. Applying this thought to llal'J' 1 11 aot1on beN, Lenaki 

Vl'1teat 

as Mary recognize■ Je1u11, tbl 1"11'11-t 111pal• ot bar love 
,.a to seize hold 01" him, vham 11he had lo■t an4 ftt&Nd 
not to find again. Bare Be 1s, not dead., but Dll'Wtl• 
oualy alive again! All lier los11 1■ tumed into ■udden 
posaasa1on. sm

0
c1a11pa hill ae mr ovn, ••r, neftr to 

lose him aga1n.3 

1.ahn &gX"ees and auggeato that Vhen Jlary bad ap1n found 

Jesus, she would natu:rally vant to hold fast (.featbalten) to 

Him, 1n fact., even o1amp baraelf.' (kl~t.e .!l!J!), to tbl 

one t'Jlle had lost and than found.. 31 

Tt•zre 1s little ralat1onah1p blitvlten Nar.,1 a •toucbing" 

anc:t that of' Thomas (JOhn 20127). In the 1"1ra~ plaoe, tha 

vol'd used 1n verse 27, /3GC;t, , impliea an ent.uel.7 dirfttNnt 

action on thG pa.rt of' '-'homa.1 • !111■ would render illproper 

any question suoh as ''Why vaa 11&17' :tol'bidden to touoh Jeaua, 

1ee1ng that 'lhomaa vaa invited to tcsucb JU.mt" We muat re•m­

ber also that, aa Weataott vritelt 

tbe spiritual t.e~r or 11&17 v111 ba -n to be tbe 
exact opposite o:t that or fhaaaa. She 1e aattan.ed 
With the earthl7 .tom which ■be ftOOpiNB. ~homaa, 
baving thought t&at tbl n■toat1on of tblt earthly 
11f'e vas 1mposa1ble, r1•• n-om the :reoop1t1on 01" the 
earthly tom to tbe ~•t aoknovlaclgallnt of tblt 
divine~ versa 28, ••• 

homaa doubted Wbetbar Jen■ ha4 been N■t01'9d to u.re. 
Nary did not. but vanwd to aling to JU.m. 
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We may conclude that 11&17 did not ••11' la7 •• band• 

on Jeeua. She did moa,, tbln h&nclle B1111 an4 reel ONr Bi■ 

bady to determine Vbethar .. -· N&lli' tbeN. Appuent]7 

SMaved that she bad loat Chr.f.at;, vbltn •• :raooan.f.Nd ma, 
■he called H1m by name, • e_« (3(3cr+ .,. C: • and took hold or 

Him. Jesus responded to thi■ aat1on 1n tbe vol"d■, "Do not 

latep on clinging to Ne." 



OBAPl'BR V 

TS CIAHDICAtrON 01' fB'I PROBIBWXOS 

Going Up !o 'lhe !father 

ll&ving f'orb1dden Mary to keep on o11ng1ng to mm. .reau 1 

than re.ren t o an "aaaension" as the .fuaut1aat1on ot ( -,,.:e_) 
11a prohibition, It muat be 1'91111m'bered that .tt 11 not tm 

purpose of th1e tbeaia to tOl'DNlat=e a dootr1ne ot Cbr.tat•a 

• 11cens1on as i t 18 given 1n thlt whole ot the Goapel aoo01'd-

1ng to St. John. lfere w a11k pl'111arilJ'. "What doea .Tena 

l&7 about His aaoens1on in John 2011T?" !be ocnneot1an 

between t h1!1 retewnoe to Jeeua• ~aoen■1on 8111! flUT'• 011.ns-

1.ng to H1m ca11 be atud1ed moat raa4117 afte1' • have 4111-

cuaaed Jesus• :tm-ther olar1t1cat1on ot ma prohibit.ton. 

namely. that Mar;y should gs.ve ma ••l&SI or ft.tberhood. to 

the d1ao1ple11. Aa baokgl'ound ~ our ■1na4:r or tbe •go1ng . 

Up to the Pathar11 at labn 2011T, • lball 'br1e1'11' NY1ev tba 

Lutbtran doctrim or 'lbl Aacen11an. 

the Aacena1on (Acta 119) 1 a ,u 

We here _..,,,.,er1• tbl Daovine ot 11111 Aecena1cn u 1 t 1a 

Sivan 1n P1epar•.a Cbr1aJ.t.an l'gptto11 OJart■'II died and •n• 

buried. Between m.s qu10DD1ng (?; w on-o '- ~ ,_ , .s ) and JU■ 

appeuanae on earth, Cbl'11t; •• ent1N pencm., 1n a glor1n.e4 

etate • descended into hltll to pN&CIJa aClll1lnlnaUa, Cbr.let 
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then rose from the gra,e cm 1'bt tld.ld daJ" aner .. died• 1n 

a spiritual and glor1t1ad bcd7. Ban 4ur1ns tJae 1'ort7 dap 

between the res'UZ'l'8ot1on an4 aace11111an. Jfa. vaa no lanpr v1th 

Bia d1sc1plea according to the mode ot an eartbl.7. · vi■ible 

body, but He came to B1iJ d1ao:lple1 aoo0l'd1ns to Bi■ 1nv1B1ble • 

1llocal presence, and ao Jre aQUl4. •~ betON tbea even Whan 

the doors were abut (JObn 20119). BJa JQrPoae ot tbeae appear­

ances was to contu-m faith 1n the zeaurNotian:1 and to t.aaoh 

about God •e ldngdam.l He po1n1'a out; tbat b aaoenalon proper 

or Christ 

took place 1n QZI aotua1 ulMll'd motion., a gNdual ri■tg 
up o:r Christ. , • • 'fbe term.tnue !! guem 1■ not •relj' 
the coelum be&tOl'Ulll (tbe P&N41ae or tbe NdenmcS) • .•• 
But £he terminus ad guem ot Cbriat '• a■cens1on 1e alao 
the coelum •Jeati'i'1aum ('!f' right band or God). llark 
16:16, i Peter 3122 •• , • 

.,Ava1. .P,GC.LYW - •Av-. plf;,,.,1<, 

Xeep1ng this ba.Okgrounci ot ti» dootrnie ot Ascension 1n 

m1nd, W nov turn to a oon111deat;1an ot tblt "going up" or 
. . 

veree 17 to determine vb&t ad41t1onal 11.sbt it ■1-ds upon 

tlta .Aaceneion or Act·11 l t9. 

~Av-a..~oe.~:..,w 1a not at tb11 tillt a t.eobn1aal tel'III tor 


