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thou dost not give mc up to Sheol, or lect thy godly one

sec the Pit" (Ise 15:10), With regard to this passage

Sutcliffe reports that
The anclient authoritics 0ll give the translaotion 'to
sce corruption.,' Eo the Septuagint, the Syriac, the
verslon of Gle Jerome mode from the Hebrevs o o o Ste
Luke in t.e ficts of the Apostles In setting forth the
use of the text mode by Ste Fecter and by Ste Faul
gives Lje leptungint tranelstion, Acts 2,27 and
15,3522

Ste Feter; 1t might be ndded, underctands "corruption” hers

to refer to bodlly deconmsogitlion rather than the undervorld

(acts 2:31).
Location and Description of the Undervworld

te hoe already been implied by the foct thot EBheol and
ites equlvalente have been identificd with the underviorld,
the place of the desad wap thought to be below the earths
The cosmolopy -of Israel, as that of Eatwloniu.54-§resents:
the univerese as belng composed of three parts: the eurth,
the heavens above the earth, and the underworld bencath the
earth, Thie is the conception behind such statements ass
"It 1s higher thon heaven sbove-=what can you do?_dcaper
then Sheol~-~what can &ou know?" (Job 11:33), and "Though they
dig into &heol, from there shall my hand toke themj though
they climb }nto heaven, froﬁ there will I bring them down"

53_;9!_&. s PDe 76f °

54bttq Frocksch, ihcologle Des Alten Iestemcnts
(Guetersloh: Ces Eertelsonman Verlag, 1950), De 490,
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(Amos 9:2).

That Laeol is thougiut to be under the sartia, or at
leaet beneuzth ite surface, is evident from many cassages,

It ie frequently sald that pecple go down to it (Gen. 37:35;
. 423305 1 Kinge 2:6; rs. 55:15; Frove T:27; ISe. 1%:15; Lze
31:16,17)e It 1o recorded the earth ogened its mouth and
ceonle went down to theol alive (Wum. 16:32). Eamuel came
up out of tue ground at 2 glace far removed from his tomb
(1 Ceme Zus3ffe)s Finally, nzcklel usee "nether worlg"
('ercte tuzcutiyyoth) ae a synonym for it (Lz. 32:13,24;
31:15).

Otner Laﬂ?ages supgast, hovwever, that the turee parts
of the univiree are not thought to be the heavens, the- earth,
and the undervorld but the nesvens, the earth, and Lhe watery
decus, Gne of the comw_ndments issued at Lipai, for example
etipul :tee: "You snall not make youreelf a graoven image, or
any likenevsn of anythiﬁg that 1ls In heaven above, or that is
in earth bencath, or that is in the witer under the earth"
(Bxe 20:4), The picture suggested by thie pazscage and its
parallels (Deut. 4:18; 5:8) ie that of the earth flosting on
the viatcrs of the great deep or Abyee (t-hom).55 ind al-

though it ie not altogctner clear, it secms that the waters

' 5550 Se Re Uriver, A Critical and Lxegetical Commentary
on Deuteronomy, in Ine Internstional Critical Comucntary,
edited by C. Ae Eriggs, G. R, briver, i. clummer (Hew York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906), . 70; and Ldvard J. Kissane,

The Eook of Job (New York: Sheed and ward, 1946), c. 197;

Ce Fe Beil and Fe Delltzsch, The Fentateuch, in A Elblical
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of this Abyss are regurded ae the source of sorings and
rivers (cf. Gen. 7:1ll; Fe. 104:6; =2nd iLz. 31:15). There
is one prassuge, moreover, which clearly imglies that Eheol
19 thought to te eituated benecath the wutere of the ibysse.
Job's obtservation that "the enades Lencath the watere and
its innabitants tremble” (Job 26:6)56 imposes tihie conclu=
sion that the earth is here conoeiv;d ag floating on the
waters of the Abyees and £heol ie thought to be situated
beneath the viaters. It l1s poseltle that Ezeklel also has
tiie conception in mind, when he saye in the oracle asgainet
Trye: "When I make you & city 1lsid waste, llke the cities
that are not inhablted, when I btring the deep (L~hom) over
you, and the great weters cover you, then I will thrust you
down with thosc who go down to the rit" (Ez. 26:19). The
idea of the wetery abyss upon wialeh the earth rioats is
also closely uesoclated with the idea of fheol in the Fsalm
of'Jonah.57 ﬂltﬁough the paessage 1s far from clear, the
thought thut theol 1s beneath the Abyss may be exzressed in

the statement: "The waierse elosed in over me, the deer was

Commentary on the 0ld Testament, translated from the German
bty James Mertin (Ldinturgh: T. & T. Clark, 1.91), II, 197;
and Sutclifie, 0p. clte.s De 46, hovwever malintain that the
phrzee "under the earth” is merely apiended to the "watexr”
to exprces in a gictorisl manner the idea of ite belng lower

than the £0l1ld ground. :

56&. Se Vo translstes incorrcetly: "“The shadee telow
tremble, the water and i1ts innabitante,"

57Theodore e Robinson and ricderich ioret, Lie zwos;f

Kleinen rrouhe%en. in jlandbuch zun Alten Testament (Tuebingen:
Jde Ce Ba Mohr (Faul L‘iE‘bGOk,, 155 )’ Poe 123,
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round about me; weeds were wraguyed about my head at the
foot of thc mountalins., I went down to tne land whose bars
cloged ugson me forever" (Jonah 2:5f.).

From the above evidence, then, it is clear that the
Israelites imagined that Cheol was kenenth the eartn, and
that they, furtiermore, roselble pictured it to be Leneath
the great wetery Abyes uron which the earth was thought to
flozt.,

a8 wWe try to determine how tne liebtrews conceived o?
tnois plsce veneetin tie earti, we svon discover, much to
cur frustration, that the 0ld Testament descriptione do not
readlily lend themeselvee to systematization. This results
from fact that the idea of thne underworld is a frequent
subject of poetle embellisnment in the Cld Testauent, es-
weelally in the leter books. Isaiah's clzesic descrijstion
of fneol (Is. 14:37-11l), for example, -ig conveyed in goetic
langunge and enjoye poetle likerty. Thie is quite clear from

ne fact that he persconifies Sheol and dericts it as rous-
ing the dead under its control to arise and meet the king

of Esbylon. The Hevisced Standard Version's rendition of

this passage ie:

When tue Lord hae given you rest from your gpain and
turnkoil and tihe hard services wnlch you were made to
gerve, you will take up this taunt ageinet the king

of Eabylon: « « « ¢« "Sheol keneath 1ls eLlirred up to
meet you wien you come, it rouees the shudes to grect
you, all wino were leudere of-the eurtin; 1t raises from
their tnrones all wno were kinge of tne nations., All
of them will .speak and say to you: 'You too have Le-
come a5 weak as wWel! You have become like usi' Your
yomp is brought down to fheol, tne sound oI your narps;
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maggots are the bed bencath you, and worme are your
covering."

Icaish's poem saye very little atout the underworld itsélf,
It depicte it as a ,lace tencath the earth where there are
thronee, teds of muggote, and coveringe of worms. And in:us-
much ug the shades ere deplicted ae s;esnking, 1t seeme to be
& clace where thore 1ls sound,

Another descrlption of fneonl, wiich is as clzegsic and
glao ae poetic ap Isaian's, is given us by hzekicl, ie
concludes a seriee of orncles with tile remarkable passages

on oi man, wall cover tue multitude of rgyut, and send
them down, her and tae daughters ol her mejestic nsticns,
to tie nether world, to tucse wio have gone Govin to the
Yit: 'Whom do you surpses in beauty? Go down, and te
lalid wita the uncircumcieed,' They snall Tall amid
thoce who are elain by the sword, and with her shall

lle all ner multitudes, The mighty chlefe snall speak
of tnem, with thelr helpers, out of the midst of Zieol:
'They have come dovm, tiey lie £till, tue uncircumcised,
elain by the sword.' (Ez. 32:18=21),

Ezeklel thnen ssserte that Assyria and Llam and 211 their

-

company arc there., Ile centinues with this interesting
statement:

Meshech and Tubal zre there, gnd all thelr multlitude,
their gruaves round about them, all of tihem uncircum-
ciced, elain by toe eword; for they spread terror in
tne l=nd of the living. aAnd they doc not lie wlth the
fellen mighty men of old wiho went down to theol with
tneir weayone of war, whose ewords were lald under
their heads, and wioee shlelds are ugzon tlelr bones;
focr tue terror oi the mighty men was in thuc land of
the living. &0 you shall be broken and lie among the
uncirecumeciced, with those wixo go down to the Pit (Ez,
32326-38).

Ezekiel then tells that Ldom, the princec ol the north,

‘and all the iidonians arc tonere, and ccncludes the paseage
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by saying:
When Fharaoh seos thenm, he will comfort himcelf for all
hils nmultitude, Fharczoh and all his army, slaln by the
svord, scys the Lord Cod. or he spreasd terror in the
land of the living; therefore he shall be laid among
the uncircumecised, with those who are slain by the
sword, ilharaoh and all his multitude, says the Lord
God (Fz. 32:31,32),
That this passnpe 1ls highly poctic 1s self-evident.
Davidson has aprropriztely c2lled it "one of the most wierd
possages In 11t.c:r-at.ure.“5g Consequently, the rezl slgni-
ficunce of the unusual insgery Zzekiel empgloys is difficult
to accertanines Certainly, there 1s mucih wialich suggerts that
nelkiel's fheel is only "e collection of grgvuyards."sg But
thie must not be conetrued to mean that Lzeklicl has aban-
dened the concept of an underworld ané sutstituted o "dew
mythologlzed" and morc penctrating concepte According to
Fzeklel's depietion, 1t 1s precitely in Sheol, the "under=

world” mecting pluce of all nations where this “colleetion

of graveyerds” is to be found. Apparently, Jjust as Joim
Skinner eoys, the undervorld is here pictured to the im-
agination "es an adumbratlion of the graves or sciulchre,
in which the body finde its last resting rlace or rather
it 1s the aggregate of all the burying grounds scattered

over the exrth's surrnce."so Accordingly, the shades in the

58a8 quoted by John Skinner, oe Slte, i'e 276e

59rhis i1s Duhm's exgresgion; of. Oe ¢ Ranikdn, ore. git.,
De 1740

GOJ- 5]{1!1116!'. Lo_g- ‘m.
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underworld "are grouped according to their cluns or nation-
alities, just as on earth toe ﬁemhers of the szame fumlly
would wsually be Interrcd 1n one burying places." ksch
cidlef or king together with his multitude is depicted as
occupylng a distinct ploce in the undervorld. There secins
to be, furtiermore, a distinet place for the "mighty men of
old" as well as one for the “uncircumcised.” Fresumably, the
place of the "mignty men of old" is a uluce of nonor,

Besldes tnese two classie depictions of t£neol, the 0ld
Teatanent containe a nunber of pletures or allusions which
are equally lnterceting and probably ecually roetice The
fealm of Jonah contains two of these wlectures. The flrst
reference to Sheol in tnis peslm personifies Sheol and de=-
pletes it s having a belly (Jonah 2:2). rﬁarti apparently
is correct 1in assoclating this text with those passagcs
wihich depict £heol as having a moutin (of. Ise. 5:14) and
soying that if Sbheol could swallow and had a mouth, 1t natu-

61 The esecond rcference to Sheol in

rally aleo -ad a belly.
this psalm reprecents fneol'as e -land wiich has an entrance,
at wuich is a door secured by bars, Tnié. at any rate, is
the picture suggested by the stutement: "I went down to
thec land wiocse bars closed upon me forever" (Jonak 2:6),
Job 17:14f, depicts Sheol in a similer way. Job asks:

""if I look for Sheol as my house, if I spread my couch in

61 > &
Karl Marti, Dodekaprophneton, in Kurzer land-Kommentar
zum Altsn Testament, edited by Harl Xurtl (Tuebingen: J. Ce
E., nonr (raul tlebeck], 1904), p. 253.
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darknest, « o o Where tien is my hose? Will it go dowun to
tihe bars of Lheol?" (Job 17:14f.). It eecus that Sheol 18
here agailn portrayed as a lend, peraaps a city or even a
house, witih a gate or door wilca is fastened with cross
beams.s2

Sheol ie aleo deyicted s navling gates. Hezeklakh, the
King eof Judah, 1s reiorted to have written: "I am consigned
to the gates of Sheol for the rest of my years" (Ie. 32:10).
The mention of gatecs, of course, once again alludes to the
vieture of Sheol oes 2 subterranean land, or perhais subter-
tancun clity, which is closed by gates.63

As Iealah's description of Sheol 28 a place where taere
are beds of maggote and coveringe of worms has alresdy hint=
ed the Uld Teetamenb usually presents £heol in unattractive
teras.e 1t ilc, Lor exan.le, dercrliked as a land of darkneas.54
Feriagzs in all of tne passsages voich S0 desceribe iheol the
cuaos and gloom waich Job assoclates with darkness in the
following peseage is lmplicit: "Beforse 1 go whence I shall
not return, to tae land of gloom and deer darknese, to thne

lend of gloom and chsos, where ligut is as darkness”

62The original text, nowever, is uncertain. The LXX

does not mention bars; of, Rudolf Kittel, et al., Eiblla
Hekrales (Seventh edltion; Stuttgart: Privileg. Wuertt.
Bibﬁlanatlalt. 1951). Fe 1124.

630:. also Job 38:17; ¥s. 9:14; and 106:1C,
6hce. Job 17:14; 33:26f.; FBe 8G:3ff.



