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Some aspects of tbs un1verso.l dea1re to avoid the reality 

of death• even by tho&o onl.y c~sual.ly aasoc1a'ted ff1'th tho deceased, 

is stated by FreUd: 

Our h"J.b1t 1s to lo.y st.rose on the fortuitous ·causation of 
the death--acc1dent., d1seaao 11 ~ect1on,. advanced ase; 1n 
this "7rJY we bet.ray our endeo.vo1· t o modify the s1gn1t1oanoe 
of death from a necessity to on eccident ••• ~ Towe.rdB 'tho 
dead person himself we take up a special attitude, something 
like ~.dm1ra:t1on tor one trho hs.s e.ccomplished a very d1tt1cul:t 
t a~k . We sucpend criticism of him~ overlook his ~oss1ble m1s­
doinsm, issue the command : De mortis D1l. n1ll, ~ and 
regm."'Cl 1t as 3ust1f1able to set for inthe tune"riLorat1on 
ond upon tha t ombotone only tlw.t trh1ch :ts moot favorable to 
h i s memory.·' 

Althoust1 thero is a lttays puin connect.ad wi'th facing one•s 

grief and the reality oi' the loss, et1l1 there is an almost 

1mmed1o.te rel1e~ 1n at.01.~e for those who a.re able to do so. 

Lincleme.nn 1•oports tha t as soon as the bereaved become willing to 

~coo_~ the gr1ef proceos and t o embark on a program of' deel.1ng 1n 

memo1•y \•71 th the d.ecaa.ood, thel'e seemed to be e. rapid relief of 

tens! 01'l. 8 

The second need o·r tho bereaved .Ls to give expression to his 

grief'. Once the feet of death lia.s begun to be accepted as real.1 t7, 

the boreaved. 1s ready to beg1n his "grief' \fork." Rogers def'1nea 

grief' work ns "the proceoo oi' re1tv1ng one's ~e1at1onsh1p to the 

lost until the p~1n of grief' is sufficiently m1t1g~ted to enable 

the bereaved to make wholesome edjustment to his nw world."9 

7s i~und ~eud, -., ~ ~ ..Q:f. qzmmmo, FJ:tHd (Cb1oago1 
Encyol.opedla Br1tt.an1oa, 1952T, ~~ 

8t1ndemann, 5lla• _gj.l., P• 22 • 

9t11111am F. Rogers, "'l'he Place of' Grief" \fork 1D Mental. 
Bc:>alt11" (uni,ublished Ph., D. d1ssertat1on, Boston Un1vero1ty, 
19lf8), P• 11',. 
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By convent,1on a period 1s set as1de dUl'ing ffb.ioh 'tbs ~rea,red 
1s o~rpect,ed to mourn, to be spa.red respons1b111ty, to be 
granted Qxt,ra attention, to act as a special. person, set 
a.part. If he wishes to \-11t.bdro.w 1nto b1moelf. dreaa 1n black, 
th1mt on1y of the dead f'or a f'e't1 days, he 1s forgiven. H1a 
:f.'rie11da ge,ther a.roun:l, say nice t.hings a.bout the dellarted, 
overl.ook h1s attempts to thrust thmn a.way, forgive h1m hie 
1rr1t.2t10n, i snore hin half h1ddon hoot111ty, make s::;,ee1Bl 
efforts to provido h1m 1'11th new patterns of' conduct • . They 
may bring him food and t lower~1 tangible, time-accepted tokens 
of friendl1neas a.nd s ympa:thy.ii:? 

A ,-rord must n01.-1 be se.id about t,\•10 spec1&1 cases of mourners 

,-1l10se needs pr e sent., s pecia l px,ob1ema. Tbe f 1rst groU!;> is children. 

Sherrill TJo1nts out tha:b children have tradi t1onall.y been shut out, 

f'l"om t he t tro greo.t, mysteries of life, birth a.Di. death. Since t.he 

.,..dvent. of model"l'l psychology,. the a:t.t,it,ude totrard birth has changed, 

but not t he a t,titu.ie t oward dea.th.22 Though ch11dron will not 

r eact t o a gr1or s itu~t i on 'w1th th~ intensity that miz}lt be expected 

of ru1 adult., still they should not, be shielded from srie:f' 3Z'ld 

oor row. They 111UOt 0 1n e ff'ect0 g~ thro~~ the same process tlmt 

anyono olse 5oe s through., To deny them tha er..:pression of t.be1r , 

grief' 1s hermful and 1s e ssentially e. re3ection or them as a person.2' 

BGcause a child will not gener ally have the intellectual em 
e:not.1ona l. b o.clcground t hat an adu1 'b br11"..gs t.o a beroe.vement s1 tuation, 

he m., y need some interpretation of the event 1n language that be 

oo.n understand a s 'tlell a.e the opport,m1ty to talk to someone who 

,1111 endeavor to underste.nd his fee1in3s. 24 

21oreer, .s;m.. ,S!U.; p. 270. 
22Helen H. Sherr1111 and Lawis J. Sherrill, "Interpreting 

De.e.t,h to Children," ~ .Ip,pm,a.;tieM;I, s1CJJ77Je.] .2t ftsr11p;1oua Education 
(October, 1951), P• li:-

23L1ebman, ~• s,a., pp. 126-1:,1. 
2lfpa,u1 E. Irion, "Children end Fmlera.l.s," Pulp2,:t, Digest., 

XXXIV (Apr111 1954), 13-15. 
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outc , e ~l :; of 1 • n, s t or ~ t .o _s C! o 'ii':lonallg l-11itll'O 
cno •"h 1.10 u d e:!'otwu bm·: a . el")eaved 1'.Y~rs cn feel s • ¥Ct eveI' 
ua2.1'1 i:i L ln,: e.. c l oil.? 11c ,r•s . oc.~t1ve o;,,;. f •·!t b c. • l_.f'e IL'l tbe 
l 'oa~· n 0 pu -;-c:tt or !!t .. arJ · b -~t.rougb a,; vers1ty, :i s :i resource 
o. . :;:.-nc..,owai l e ul uc 'ii 3 !;)e!'Son soe.:?cb:!.n · f'or ~ ,· a.,1 o t 
,,.. _o t,.. eD:l a . ··1•1., • aucb a c ow1ocil01• 0110 ':ll'1 ex_ .. e ct em.otiionnl 
:.:,i., •10;."t ., re le ,~:.. ~x-nn1 'be r;!ldari ,«:,; tensloe s , c. ttc ::1t1ent 
cle1.re:\or" ot1t u:t' .11.aie;l t with i11c1• aslne :.1bi 11 t, o act 
u.po;-i t ·, ,.z 0t:s iL.&. - unde:r•s·i'ie,.<1i J.1(!.;

6
!r- outcoi~ , steps o.-:a.l"d 

bo ~ 1• r:l O :I. Ell .r::•ol,wo t ions i 9 a • 

• i:!o ui is p. c turc .:o,~e :x-•o adds t t1! s tl1 01.v·1ht: "l ie has f'Eli tb-­

i'::i.1 \jtf it: l ~ . .fo, .f.'si 'i.i'" 111 U S:, f'a.i ti i l! Gcd • ,,7 

o !'i D.l rusr l o r. t ,·,f, pas'lH>- • s orro::&.~&a !11 ,.,ork1ns wi ·b 

t ho b c ~·•e uveo. wi ll bo to a 1 .. r •a tlet}?1ee deter'!Dined by tho 

q ,;,.l.tf'ic""t~ on:r; th'1. ti t;be b c~eaved br,.nr:s t o tize s i tu~t1 01 • 

fi ;e t ili1~ fac tor ::-elat1 vo to t he .!,'lastor a.l c c.l'e or tho 

01."er:-.ve(. is if o i•olat1o s h i p tht,t exists between tho ~astw ci11d 
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tL; . D::i. al.l on.... • If' th : pr. :.:•ioh en.er i s Wf>ll ·cno,.rn bJ the pastor 

catt!.IC of' l £ u uc a c'" at1on o-• boc at'!.so o.f an l ntens ve 1•elat1on• 
. 

s bi , , d'lt:. !f tie ar~ ol ior,or r o · 1:\''r• • ~ t ,c «J.sto:- e,3 ono ·1h O."".l 

,, c,111 tru t an.r.'! o.a. \:hom · e ilao 2"1._,sr11:>ct • .;le pesto?' wl ll be 

in =.:. olt"'o~·:i. tlon to b f? q_uito iiol ::>ful t t.> 1 :'l.mo 1.cwevol' 1... tho 

· e ven a ntaaon:tat1c • t ilore 

lL,:., _:. ~ i.1co P&'-"Ci 0lor 1ea.l y ccu1 tnlto , ln.ce . ;:r tbero has 

iJe n .:10 J.;.•cvious .el:: t·· or c .:lp • e!'ore tbe bero \"8!:aent . the 

r l ;;1 ~sLlp ,o.,. or.o ire o· 11 t Op<J to . e oi: .u:.ucb belp . l!C':·e v•Jr , 

tl :.. .. o ~- l l .C~':' o:r. ~ p •c.v:i.ous e l ~t on ... l• ip d nas 110 1 preclude t 

,n .. , or •o b0i"l!; bel p .. u l to .-: l}e1•naved parson. 

Li. :i "~l"ti £ .. C "OS:• n ·1 e a.at 1~al cnt• of tb boreavod 

i D Lo tlm.o e l en-:>nt o :• C UG f t . e l l&tur of ~ horooved ' o --· 

e 

~.iab wbez•o !'uner ls ara 

1 ... iote:r 

;;h:..s Wi"'i te1• tbo.t ;;uo puotor wi ll o 't'IOll not o sl! ht tLo 

uOC.\S Cl ti e i.JeI' {iVo<l . 'o \it.'9 exte t i.iLo.t bis scbedllle w111 

all.:.n·, . le s l'. oulci t.,a•::o i 11,U:Je lf' o.vail.a l e to tbsm. Sta.t1nr t ie 



1l1a clo" ·man \'1.D ce 1 ot l ovo .. 1 to rii n.1otor 0 1'1.oet "v l y 
t o u~.c.: · c · avou -.loc o not i: av • t!""'O ~ • • o yth _ng elso , 
.:.in ti t o l:lo u .; t e1•s ln i._o ao;(.'· a _ .1011 i i l l be ne.ua .nt.:.nr. 

o Cod 1 o . 1:: ... r.1y ~ . " ot . O 

Loo: tl ~ :, 

: o ; c e ll : JI l :;1ce i;l c a ::;tor•: ,a f unct.i. 01'! i :i ··r.o 
~ i:1j o r.S.Cy O!' 38" utio1 .. m · ,:r ~i.ef ::>oac -01'\D Of I -0 .P,1?'-Sil1 011oro . 
lt o l y : ·· $ o ·; , m 1inr1 ~;, t'- d f · .: t b •i t.!. un ·o!'s t ,· i n · 
thr-.t \7~ ll 0 1 abl o · i ~ 111:trd.ctv,lt t o c arc ! n t h l'O c.b l _ t ot_ on 
~ ., l 1• :.. V •l • 10 

• 220 . 



-

en,.? , :i vI 

I t' u pa..,tor i~ "8 ~u1nol y concerne !l'bout bo!n e l r,f .l 

oo n as :.o nooo.·a, l c .... f •i.i- l o i s bco 1n;., z ed o o e:roa e -

o newly b -.: r o .. ve ls 

.1. , love ,,. rl s :r.1,!'>· t 1 y i . i"lla hca- t , l e 2i him 
G a11 o:!<.;o or hi -a o i ~n:u. .. r • f r ." oriel. O o nee eo.v 
01., , 11 ' · t ,. ~ .• ~ ci oe~1'u l wo ~ ~ u hanti 1,· · 01fl!:n. th U)o.1 •tfoo 

·, ·"' ll. rJ0 !10 s :'31:; convey t h oe _ l'cllowsbl!' of 
tiorront of: eonv -se.t1on.l 

;111 1"or.1ind t bc be1• avod ot ti' .e1 · c:brist!m 
b ,, hi s vor r,rooG co 1n tho boms. u~· M.o nttit ido 5 

oy ti l'etc- _ul · .. p4 .. c;;:ssiou: • one: b"• bl ... vo1~o . :.u need 1 ot 
\?Ol'l"lf a.lJouli o words il oball p . , l f' only ho will 
:m1l::0 cmru ·ht\t tl a· 1•0 i 'e , oi10u.) .1 1r.i. aonui •• e er,cu ,h . 
-;:· e lea~t oi' i. .:. ' i.! ,;, t bo s wl 11 be t 1 1 .. oe t ex ortatl th o 
cor.e 'br.r~in f• :i.;..1tc n !-,O!!lc or il rs v ~.1 nt• Ge ttor! n., c·.01ce 
ta.? s a, <.. p1o s c;ti;o?'tiatilon , i .. o uet .. a:; onoael,&I es an 
l!:'!e OJ .... .; i V9 ]C !-DOn. 2 

l ,.~:::. .. l e -1 ,c roll, 0 ca .. t:Je .. roaved :::.o ·c.;.1.fc,rtec..': , 11 

r ast or J ,ua:i:•y • 195.:,) ., P• l r/ • 

2nr uoe L • •. :lcl<latl{:' )• "it ::1nlctr!r ot· LJe1•0 .. V'-' cnu• ' ~ 
QStor (July. 1048), P• 11. ----
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.1.1! o 1• l OT;:l otlco ,.,_ i.'1 o· u 1 t or 
<:t_ .. i G c · p .l~ o o:;,; ' ver 

. l - -cc ... •· ... oi. ., ca re n~ ~- co 
_ ::c-,1 .=. ls a .cc. pr .. 1.ri ,n"ln·~~ ·.1L.1c . 
c=.i1u1ot iJo t-,t t o .s .oo:~t.:. 11:r .c- xello~.:D:. · p o~· 

hou c t o l ti n .. ti i. c.. .. ,. 1".!. a t1M fa1 t h , t i.ooo t ho 
o · c. :.rr.r.~cn l 'I •;c:, 1:. l nc c t. " .d :.e t-o ~-c .. o 

c c· or l :.1.l1vu ~ i ho eaa the:11, voic e .i. ~11 
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: B:l!e o orn.!01 on . -
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