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CHAP'r:,R I 

'fH ' n 'i'ltC> UCTIOM 

The Definition 

1n Christia n cir cles the word ~1r1:1pirr•tionu is ne~rly 

~l w1,1ys used in reference to tile work of" the Roly Spirit. 

In this sense i.t is used to do,scr:i.be the Holy Spirit's in­

f luence uhich qu"'lif'i e s men to receive . nd cornnunic~ te di-

vi1'le t ruth . his i s not tha understanding of ~inspir~tion~~ 

;. s · t i s used i n this thesis. There cnn be no doubt ·t h, t 

t he ·:~ork · n f.!; 0£ t he Holy Spirit throup.:h the rco as , e of the 

Go spel is a v i 't.-.1 f a ctor for inspirinp: human hePrts. The 

· ct.ivit y of the Spirit is not denied; it is taken for 

,;r .t cl . 

rl'he objective or this paper is not to vie,:· " i ns ire­

tion" by its t l.eological rneaninr; but to consider it ns a 

human ele~.ant, w} it:h quality i. peculiar 11ot solely to 

Chr·· s t i n pre' ching . 1 .on-believers, orr-1 tors, · nd poli ti.­

cimns who do not sJ)93 l< the mesa:-,ge of the Gos'Pel orten have 

this .Fift 0£ conveyinJ~ ~a, "inspir tional qu litytt ir.to t he 

J:tearts of the he:-Jrers. l!:ven in the real.~ of art, eopeci.olly 

in - Usie, this quality is frequently conveyed. llonald 

Millar 1 described both Fritz Kretslor and Yehudi !•ienuhin as 

lnona ld G. ,,a11er, The ~J~~ to Ribl.icnl Pr eechin~ 
(Mew Yo.rk: Abingdon Pres'i;-c • 5""ff, PP• 143-4 • 
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musicians who were c~pable a t times o,f trans11ittinc-: this 

int· nP,ible qu 11 ty of" "inspirlttion" which was able to dig 

dot·m i nto the corners of the soul. 

This thesi s concerns itself with the hurnQ n element tha t 

contribute s to the "inspirntional'' qunlity in Christisn 

pr oa c hi np, . Everyone who h, s listenod to Christian preach­

ing has , on some occa sion, felt the thrill of beine "iri­

spired . n Although t he experience o:f t his n1nepir, tional" 

quality is universal, yet an exoct definition a s to its 

nf- ture · nd component par ·te is dif!'icult. 'tie ere dea ling 

with an inta nr.ible ,ua li ty. Since it is i m~OS!=;ible exactly 

t o dei'ine the qua lity of "inspira tion" i n Christia n re~ch­

i n g , ~ c learer understan:l 1.ng 0£ its use in this thesis will 

be chieved ·:,y ~o,ne eff irH:i.~ive and ne -tive st~t ·e".:19nts 

bout i t . 

i.s the term is used in ·this oaper, it is. used to de­

scribe th t qua 11 ty whic'h wEJrms the henrt of the hearers 

and. cau.,,es them £or a moment or successive raoments to ex­

perie nce t 1rough i rnf.lt~ine tion, reason, "nd emotion. t 'ie sensn­

tio.n of chills rickin g the spine. It describes the 

momentary st~te of' being intellectually and emotiona lly 

.oved. In an attempt to define this subject homileticans 

use va rious express:io ns. Each expression if taken aepa r::itely 

seems inadequate, but when all are taken tor,other, they are 

helpful in presenting a better understnndinP, of the subject. 

Some men describe this "inspirational quality" a s the 
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1tcre .. tive s park," "he~rt warming preachine:;," : thrillin~ the 

soul11 a nd as heinp.; :rthe extra plus" in pree ching . 

10 the phr ase 1inspirntional quality' is used in this 

thesis, :it is ~ to be e ,1uated with emot~ions per se. It 

ca~mot be <lenied thAt emotions do plAy a ai rnificant role 

both in cre~ting and in ·t .ransmitting this qual1-ty. However, 

the inspir~tional qua li.ty cannot be neatly i denti!"ied . s 

belonP.in~ to the emotional appeal in contrast to the ration­

a l ap , eal. Although the emotions are intrinsically a part 

of t h is quality , the rnental a ctivity dare ueve1• be bsent. 

All of t he hi gher responses of man sprine from a nd affect 

the t.ot 1 man , his rnind and emotions. 

The insy,ir tionol quality is ~ to be tl1ought of us 

synony,nous \,Ji t h per s uasion. It is pos s1 ble for A person to 

be both ir.tellectually and emo~ionally persuaded -m ·et 

not be inapired. The purpose of persuasion is to induce 

belief or influence conduct;· inspirotion may be considered 

a part or the tota l concept of persuasion. Since this paper 

does not trea t the sub,ject of" pereuasion, all a ttempt he s 

been made to avoid re£erences which refer merely to porsua­

sion in t he narr01 sense. 

~£ter ha vin~ attempted to describe the · subject from 

both the affirma tive arrl negative aspects, the writer must 

say a word in rer,a.rd to ·the a ctual purpoRe of this thesis. 

The queat of this thesis iR to investi a te tle fr-ctors thAt 

contribute to the inspirationnl quality in preachin. It is 
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an invec.ti[!;::tion of the elements, constituent pnrts, and 

fundamenta l fe1~tures of this quolity. It needs to be re­

peated th·t the r· ctor.s of ~ersuaeion, communicotion, and 

P-ppeels a re not the goal of this papor. 

The ·-1ord ';,uthorities" will o:f necessity be r .. pe ;1t ed 

of t en in t he f ol 10\dn pa es. Thus an understandin,;;: a s to 

•·:h t · s rn ~nt by authorities i s in l ace a t this time. In 

~enernl those e re called a ut horities who have distinqui shed 

themselves thr ough their µra~chinp.: ability and ho,1ti leticel 

knowledge . -n most c!'!.se r- the a uthorities are t hose men who 

hnve Dubli shed book .. de:i l ing with homiletics 1 lectured at 

the Di vi ni ty School of Yale University, or ave bocoir.a reco~­

ni 2ed o. s ou t~st;a r.ding Chri s tian pr eachers. 

The Li u1ita tion s 

Although this study tends to be objective, yet it must 

be Qdmi t ted t ha t f'rom the nature or the sub ject both the 

obse rv~ tion an.i the evaluntion are limited- to the f'>Ubjecti ve 

judp.ment of the author. 

As wAs previously s t a ted, no c·lear def inition o f this 

inspira tio na l qua lity can be determined. Thus the mere 

p;at herinfr, of m~terial beco:nes subjective. a.ch uthority 

to be quoted describes this quality in terms th;:1t are of'ten 

peculiar to himsel.f. In order to p;atber and organise the • 

material releting to this subject, the author of this thesis 

honestly attempted to determine whether or not the materi -1 



5 

of t he nut hor :f.ti es i nte nded to spe a k to tho s ubje ct a t 

hs.nd . 

fo'lo t hor l i rni t a t i on "'~'S t he l a ck of rose{jrch t ori&l 

a vail, b l a on -thi s s u bj e ct. The re t•;as no single votune or 

cha ter f ou nd t i'. t undertool: a di s cussion of t hi subject 

a s a ho l e . Bec;,u s e o .. thi s dearth or materinl, a iscus sion 

of t h is s u j e ct toe ether wi th its c11usa l f:, c t ors ca nnot be 

ne. t ly ;.· l yzed r1nrl c l ,. c-s ifi e?d .;1s one mi ght e>rpect •:he n 

de:-1-" n !': w· th u'bjecta l:ike pe r sua s i on, e motions, :md coli1-

uni c 'tion s . 'l'he flutl ori t i e s sRemed to regtt rd t his sub .iect 

~ ,, r ·i. . oi 1 ; rmny of t he m i p;nored it al to e ther. 

1 Ii nor-! t y of the au t horities s pent a .few s en t ~rnce s or rl para­

r r:- ph dmi t tinr( th-'? exi s t ence o f" thi.s qu:~lity but then on l y 

bric ·1:v or ,, _ruely di ocusr-eed J.t s c u sa l f 11ctor~. 

r noth~ r l i mi t r-st i o n of t his th esis i s t.'li f a ct tha t it 

doe~. not consider· the v r yi n : a udience .f ,ctor i n ·he body 0£ 

tho the~:is . t\dmi ttedly, t he indivicJua l i n the a ud i ence with 

his sensJ. tlvitics Lm d memory- i s an i mportant r _ctor to be 

consi de •ad i n t hi s totol process . Thia £act c8n be ill us­

t r ~t ed by co~side r i n g t he cx c ~ple of Jes us a nd a ul. On 

one oc c==-si o n Je us ' words thril led a rd war :ned t ho he rts of 

tho s o , ho hea rd i m; even His enemies \~ere co:a.pe l l ed to ex­

cl ai n, '' Never 111 n sp~ke liko this man."2 On another occa­

s ion Hi s words · roused tha a nimosity or thos e , ho he ar d Hi rn. 

2John 7: 46 
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The ex·~mr. la of P, ul is similar. It is recorded in r cts 13 

th:i: t ~•hi l e Paul 1,reP. chect ·ln 1\nt.ioch of Pi eid ia, rnnny eople 

s>r·essed ,-:.bou t hi,, rind l'iere thri.lled by hi me~Q · S?e. On 

.. not.her occasi on, i:•a ul, the i rFtpt .rino: pre"che r, lulled 

~utychu. into = deep s leep . 

'hi., t.he sis -~oes not r,i~eEuna to n m-:er all t he pro­

blems i nvolved . I t f ocuses its at l ention u on the ,ai n 

f, ctors, f'rom the pr •li-lCher' s "Oint or view, th t contribute 

to the i.n~•·pirot J, ... m.il ·!ua lity 'ln pre:,chinp; . At best this 

t.he"'is i.· the tu-rninp of one f urrow in A va"t field or $tudy. 

i he 1 ·ethod 

The 1 c k or m:-tori a l to1Tether ··i t.h the v a ri .. tion in 

t r r:iinolop,:r by t he v o1 .. ious -uthorities has to a r.:rerot. t?e~ree 

detcr-·nined the I ethoc:i to be followed. J\s praviously s t ~ted, 

no sin f le ,,olume or chnpt e r ba R been f ound \.·•h&re this sub­

jec'li is trea ted. exten::;ively. Thi~ th9sis can 0 11ly set down 

wh:!t tha , uthori ties !.;" y nbout the subject. Thus the bul k 

of th:l.s pnper i co posed of c1uota tiol}S dr~~·•ra from scatt e red 

.1 eferences wh~re it i::; felt th:_>t. the ~uthor ha s refe rred 

di r e ctly or indirectly to thi ti problem. 

fiin c e t hi s re, ort Ce n only li s t in a tomewhnt orderly 

fnshion how the a uthorities ree,~ rd the ins r,ira tionnl quality, 

many r efersnces ' nd quotfjtione will he ve to be cited. This 

procedure neceos:f.t:. tes more quotations tha n :ould perhaps 

othen-,ise be desiruble. Howe ver, the writP.r iP or the con­

,,iction thn t thi a is tho only procetlure tm•t will be fair 
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to the respec·tive ltuthoritios v,ho sper..k to this subject and 

"' lso -be o.r t"r ent e !=it benefit to the readers of this thesis. 

The second chopter contc ins \•;hat the .author! ties have 

stated in re.!?. r . to i ., ::ipir~tion in preaching in e. general 

-... ,ay . The t.hird cha pt e r sets forth ~.,hat the authorities 

have to say ~bout the first orea of investi~ation, namely 

tho pr ea c her tmd his personality.. It is felt th~ t Christi9n 

chara ct-ar, absolute conviction, and the earnest desire to 

help ·people a r ,9 essential. The fourth chapter contains n 

report of hO'!,'l the a uthorities regard the s ... r mon's effect 

u~on inspira tiona l preaching. For additional cla rity 

selected s ~mples f rom the s e rmons or some gre ~t inspiration-

1 ~r eachGrs 2re al so included in this chapter. 



lle f ini t io11s 

Yo s t of' t he ut.horities who f!;r~ppled -.dtn t.1-iis intanri­

l1le ·"orce 01· t he ins !ra tional qu."llity in pre~c hiny recon-­

n1.zed t he di t riculty of their t sk. I n the l a s t chapter ot• 

hi s boo k Don nl d ·liiller, s pec ·ir1e: or thia qu.;lity, s··id, r11t 

is ~• 'i'ly s t e ry t•;hich c-:1n, be e x perienced , but i .. ·hich can h nrdly 

be put into ,,ords . 0 1 Booth wa s ~lso aware of· the di .ff icult 

t:• •. k connected with any attemr,t to defin e or ,.n ly7.e this 

subj ect. Re cotnmented: "!'lo fl'le a s.uring in1-1trurnent • "S ever 

been de vised c p ble of (!:Ei'UPinp, the power of' a noble spirit 

to i ns pire othe r men to ri --bteousneso. •,2 Philli p s Brooks 

a l $O ~ fl ::: he ci t nt in a t T.emptin e: to define t hi s subject. H. 

f ou nd t he thou e;ht diff icult to express in words. 

I speek of only ona thing more. I do not know how 
to .,iv·e it a m;me, but I do think t h.- t in every m2n 
,.-;ho preaches t here should be s:omethinr; of that 
qu ., lity ,.,,hie 1 we recog ni ~e in a hi ~h de gree in so 1e 
!1!an ot: •:-;hom we sny, hen we see him in the ulpit, 
th; t he i s .. thorn pr eacher." Call it enthusia s m; 
cell it eloquence; ca ll it magnetism; call it t he 
{fi f t for pr e"'ching . It is the qu--lity th:i t lcin­
dles. • • .3 

l non:ild C. i,tiller, The 1av 1g Biblical Preaching (flew 
York: Abingdon Pre~s, c.1957, • 143. 

(.fow 
? John tU cholla Booth, !h! '"uest For Prea ching Power 
York: The r.1ac:nillAn Company, i94Jr, p . 229 . 

3Batsell Barrett B&xter, lb.!. Heart of t he Ya le Lectures 
York: The r,:11cmill~n Company, 1954) ,p. 49.-
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j,net, ai ne less hesit"'nt, uses picture l~nruae;e to 

describe 't 'lis qu&lity in physic a l t e rms. Ho says 01i t is 

the power o f maki ng t he pri . itive chords or the soul (its 

pur ely hurn::m· eloment;s) vlbr te •dthin us •• • n4 

t,he o s t compl e te de.Cini tion of the subject is t.h:Jt ,.;. ven by 

Kirlf:p trick . In :, somewh~t technlc l \,;'" y he st~tes tha t the 

.r cse ling of .i nspir,, t.:l~n occurs -:.n l:'reachinl! when the hearer 

receives the feelin g th1-1t he 1 s brought .fa ce to face with 

r a;i li·ty . I is definition is s o complete : in c·om -;ict t , .. ;;. it 

m:rr:mts re- re di n,P' : 

Ir1 in pir0d pr e &chirtg the Divine ReRlity find~ a 
orrect, or ,.-:e ll-nigh per ~ect, chan11cl of ex res;"'ion ; 

the ·peE'ker' s powers of perception, re~ction, e :'ld 
e ~pr e s . ion unction in one r and h~rmony a s ~ 
l'"O!=.U l t of t ha f ull anrl free surrender of b i :nself' 
t.o the Di i ne control, en• t h? hearer feels th t he 
is ': rou ht f 3ce to face •1it~h the Di vi ne R~ality.5 

'i'he Jmportance nd £feet 

Both the importance nnd the po,,;er of this quality in 

ef .f e ct ive pre"'chi'ii?.; was recor,ni zod by many authorities . In 

t air first ch:r pter 1 erry nnd i"i!"ltesell mention inspir.ntion 

s one of the a i:;1s in pre nchin~ : 

l+John s. . Bro:•dus, A Tr eatise On The Pre er ation rnd 
- ~- l'!-Deli,,ef: 2l Seru'lon.s (l~ew Yorlc: r,. ~. Ar mst r ong a nd -1on, 

c.liif95, P• 2::?. 
5Robert 'White K~rkpatrick, 1'he Cr1:1· tive De.livery: gt 

S r mons (Mel\' York: 'l'he .. fa cmilla n Cornpa.ny, 191:41, P • 230 . 
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~hen there is ~he need £or inspir~tion, to set 
on £'ire t he k ro·wledr,:e people h:➔ve, to stir up 
l ~p-gi nr spirits, to i.nfuse ne,• cour~ge -:ind f a ith 
"lnt.o f nint iPiF he1.1rts. InspirPtion is b~sic to 
enlistment.·' 

Sleeth, 7 stres sing the importance or this quelity, in­

sists t h l:lt e £fect1 ".te preaching inust warm the hea rts of the 

hec.1 r ers. 

Do·th •· • l-1 . ·ra ylor-- a nd Charles Reynolds Bro·un, 9 t·1ho 

lectured to t h e divinity .. tudents a t Yale, affir·. th2t the 

t uRk of' the pre char is to '' tir the hearts a nd k1. dle the 

i ma.r=i na tion of t he a udience. ' 

3t r e s si ng once ~g -in the va lue of' this quality, Broadus 

, rs th: t t he ma rl or the truly ~re(l t prettcher i s one who 

c ri 0 t ouch every chord or human .feelin~."lO Speaking of the 

a e ability , Vinet adds, "it is in this, and 11.ot hine else 

th. t \".ie ncknowledge the orator. nll 

6 12rris o. tlhitesell ~nd Lloyd M. Perry Variety ,!n 
Your .Pr e chintt. ( \'Jestwood , ~. J .: Flemint' H. Revell do., 
!9"54) , p. 21,.. 

. . 
71 ona l d .; . Sleeth, Perauru;ive Prer1chinr;; (i ew York: 

llar par and Brothers Publishers, 1956), P• 45. 

• Baxter, .22• ill•, P• 217. 

9tbid., P• 261. 

lOAuthur H. Smith, Preachers !!!!!!. Prei,ching (?hiladel. hia: 
The United Lutheran Publicetion House, 1Q25), P• 15. 

llDroadus, .21?• ill•, P• 22. 
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Tt10 Ar es s of Study Recognized 

The ajority of the authoriti e s recoP,ni ze thnt there 

a re two i:l r ea s thnt mu s t be consi dered as one se rches .for 

t he r ~ct or s :i.n inspir. tionel prea c hing . The f a ctors fall 

i n·to t wo clas ses--one p·roup r efers to the pr eoc he r and l i s 

pe r ·ona l i ty; 1~he other re f ers to the se:r'non or the word 

symbols used . Li t t l e or- no e f fort is mo.de by the au t hor ties, 

ns t hey di ~cuss the £a ctor s of i nspir tion, to ~epar ~te t he 

clelivery f rom t he per~ ;nelity, or t he style f rom the content 

ot th e s e r·=ton. 

cu ,osc:HJ f'or h i msel f tha que stion, " ,iha t rn.: kes it 

possi ble for t he ... a r non to t ouch, in so intimate a manner, 

the \·, i ole s ou 1-lif e of a ma n?~' In att.e mptin,: to n swer ,is 

O\-m f Ue~t :lo n , he r ever•ls t he1 t both pre:;cher Pnd t he sermon 

~re £ .. c tors t,o be considered .12 

Bro2dus r e co , nized tlr t both in the person a nd i n his 

words l a y t he pot ential f or · conveying the t hrill of ins t r a ­

t :ton to t he hearers . \hen the preacher is s tirred or fee ls 

d e pl y bout hi s sub j ect, he automatical>ly conveys h is f eel­

:i.ngs b y t he " ine.:-cplicable con t a ion of sympat hy." Often the 

; 111e emoti o ns ar e a roused i n the he arers throu~h empathy . 

This he describes Hs t he direct means of conveyin-~ inspir tion. 

12i-·. Reu, Homiletics, tra ns l a ted from the Ger mnn by 
Al bert St cinht\euser U-'1.nnenpolis: Aur,sburg Publiahi ng House, 
c.1924) 1 pp. 119-20. 
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Other t han t he of f ect 0£ the pre$cher hi msel ~, Bro~dus says 

t h t one c n i. n c.•pi r e f eeli n p.; in othere only by in<iirect 

means. By t he use of indi r ect means he is referrinz to the 

sermon . Throu h the us e 0£ concrete i ma~inotive ~-,ord pic­

t ures t he ·ensirtion o~ inspirntion is often ;, !,-. 'k .ned in t he 

mi nd of' the he ~re r s •13 

Doth Baxterll1- a nd 0:u •ri sonl5 r ecpgnize th e man a nd th e 

me s, p:.e a s b.e in~ l mpor t ant f a ctors in i ns pir o? t iti n-1 pr e:-ch­

ing . The e£fe ct of t he opirit-£1l l ed man yains furt he r 

i mpact by t he use 0£ dynomic, i ma~inat.ive l ~ngusee i n t he 

Kirkpr t r i ck i s perha pEI the most emph,gt i c i n s tress ing 

the 11 ed .for· e consi d a r :'!tion of both elements, and he is 

• lso the 'llost cl oar as to the di s t 'lncti ve relev nee of t hese 

t wo are i,s of study. t',ne never there is an e. tot iona l re s~onse, 

t here r e ·two mode s of expression t ha t contribute to i t s 

cause . The ser mon , wh ich c an be reduced t o s ymbols nnd 

wor ds , Ap!)e l a t hroufih the i m::tg i.na tion to t he i ntellect. 

The i mp:-ct of the per sona lity 0£ t he prea cher de.fi~s rerluc­

tion to sytr.bols, end it ha s l arp:ely to do i. rith t he emotions. 

To illustr.: te the point that botl words and the pre~cher• s 

per son.ality convey feeling , Kirkpatrick c i t es t he s entence 

13s roadus , .2.e• .!:ll•, PJ> ■ 2)7-)8 . 

14aaxter, !m• ~., p. 28 . 
lS.-Iebb B. Garr i s on, The PreP.cher And His .mdience 

( \'~est wood, N. J .: Fl a,ninc7r. Revell Compan"y-;-1954), P• ~31. 



"you ~r e tins fri end" ns ttn cY. mple. The ,.-1ord sy,nbolo in 

thi s $enter1ce convey e thou:,::ht. Howovar, t he ,;,a ning or 

this sente nc Cil ct1n be completely rev.rsed simply by the tona 

thnt t.ha } enker uses ~·1hen spe· king thcso words . rrh.e emo­

ti.onnl f, ctor in t he pr e , ch0r hi m~el.t i. morn i 11port nt t h n 

t he · or di:; when it c omee to conveyin~ ·this i ns i:r;itiona l 

qu t1lity t,o he,• r e r ... . 16 

; l thoun:h the motiona l i mpact oi' the pr ec!cher is felt 

to be more i m" ortnnt by Kirkp trick , yet he points out tha t 

t he ,r e. t est ·intensi ty r n d fre'-1uency 0 £ in spir;:.tion is 

~chieved 1hen the j oint i mpnct of the er~onµlity and the 

'I: ord r c - inforce, s upport, md s tren~then one not.hor.17 

'l:ho e uthori tias definitely re,P-'nrd t \•10 a reas as pl~ying 

;>n i 'l!port., n't role in crera tinp. the inspira tional qu :-li ty in 

prenchin~. i1•kpatrick F,ives a fit t ine UGll ry t o this 

thoue:ht. In inspir tionc1l pr e .. ching the !llinis~ar 1''.':ishec. 

hi a corie r e~- t ion to sense in his pe rson ( e,notionAlly) • s 

well P s in his uords (intellectuFlly), the r e~lity ho i s 

e nde,_.vorin~ to tra ns t?tit." 18' 

16K:lrkpE trick, .21?• ~., PP• 1~5-7 • 

17Ibid., • 1.9. 
18IbicJ., P• ~2. 



CH 1 T~R I TI 

The I mporta nce of Persone 11ty 

~he ,re. test pe r suasive £orce known among men 
i s t h~ t of pe r sonal ity.! 

·Je a r l y t•l l t h e a ut.horit.1.es on s peech ·>1ou l d a p.ree id t h 

8:--xter' s nt :•t e ment t·s t hey devote sections or f ull chApters 

t o di s cu~·sion of the spa. ker' s pe r s onality . Thus , t his 

11uot tiic>n s et s t he s t AfiC: f or t· e recovnition of the i npor­

't nee or . er onrn li ty in inspiratio na l pre a chi ng . 'l'hin 

i rnp, c t. o f soul u on soul is ne arly the key to i nspir f4 tiona l 

pr e:• chi nr. • 

. ·Jany of the authoritie s, including anciFJnt Cicaro , rec­

ogni zed tha t the power f or movin (( men i'i'a.s in ·the snen!cer. 

He said t h t Qny succe~s i n movin~ the he arts or rnen was not 

due t o t.;,l e11t or skill but to a mighty :fire thnt burne d in 

the soul of the speckar. 2 

Both F:ar.1er3 Bnd Booth,4 i n their respective hooks, 

ex ;>r ~ss the t houy.ht t ht, t the e ssE1!)"e c;-;,n never inspire unl e ss 

1-eatseli Barre tt Baxter, The Heart or the Yale Lectures 
(Naw York: The Macmillan Co,1paiiy'; 195,.,);--;. 26.-

2John A. Broadus, A Trea tise On Tho Prevar ation a nd 
Delivery or Sermons (New York: A. tr; Ar mstrong end ilon, 
c.1195), p":' 236. 

311erbert ff. F'armer, '!'he Servant or The t'lord ( tlow York: 
Charles wcribner• s Sons , l91;2 ), p . 907 --

4John fi'icholls Booth, The ~uest 1"or Fre.,chinp . O\•:e r 
(t,tew York: The Macmillan Company, 1~~43T"; P • 228 . 
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it is s t..mped by the intangible quality or him who speako 

it. 

Phillips 8rooks doe s not use the word " inspir~tion, n 

but he ,:i ves classic cxprasr ion to t h:J importance of the 

personality i n erfective prea chinF,: 

I·ruth throup.;h Personality iD our description of 
r e~l pr a chin!'I' . The truth •nu.st come r-er. lly 
thraJp h the person, not merely over hi s li ps, 
not merely into his understanding :md out 
t hroup:h h i s pcm. I t must come throut~h hi s 
character, h i a f f ections, his :hole i ntellectual 
and ~oral bei ng . It must come denuincly through 
hi m. :, . 

S111i th reco~ni ze s th t the true power o:f the s ermon 

rcs~s in the Go~pel t ruth itsel£ and in th e operating pres­

ence o.r the IIoly Spirit, but he f'eels thP t the personality 

of the preri cher h- s .. strr n,;e nower \'lithin itt:elf either to 

•n-r or t o inoke effective the mas sage . The man behind the 

ser "ilon i s a vita l f a ctor in inspira tion~l ir1.fluence. 6 

Both eu? imcl Sleeth add their testimony to the ract 

t ha t the vit.,) l power .for• mpvine; rnen's he .. rts re~ts in t he 

ki ndled ha!!irt o.f the preuchcr himself. 

The 

5BAxter, gg. ill•, P• 17. 
6;\uthur H. Smith, Pr eachers and Pre a ching (l'hil~riAlphi2H 

United I,utheran ub11ca tion House, 1925), P• 122 . 

7;.1 . Rau, Homiletics, translaterl fr01'0 the German by 
Albert S•teinh~euser (.anr1e apolis: Augsbur,:- Publishine; House, 
c.19?.4), P • g1. 

Ronald K. Sl eeth , Persuasive PreAchinj (~ew York: 
Harper t:nd Brothers Publishers, 1956), P • 2· • 
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ICirkpa'iir ick fee ls tha t the pre:iche r is the most i m­

portant r ct.or i n creating t h~ condit l on under which in­

s pired pr s a c~.l n~ i s "!\Ost l ikely to occur. He expre~ses 

t he i n1port ance a r.d function of the minister in a precise 

and ~ome~h ~t t e chni ca l ~anner: 

inspired pr<'~aching occurs t·.•hen his powers or logica l 
percept i on , e :10tio nal r eaction, nd psyc ho phys ic 1 
ex»res "'ion function t r1 s uperb h~r :Gony , · hile hin 
ln-cire b~ing i s f r e e l y s ur rendered t o t he Divine 
ontrol.9 

-Jud .,ln~ f'r om t he m3ny ret·er ences or the authori ties, 

the pergonnl i t y of t he preac h01" is considered to be the 

,rroa t est in1:le r ~ctor a.f('ecting ins pire tional prea chinp . 

'!'he th Fds having s t ated the importance or the per­

s on -lil~y, it ,,1ill no,1 be n ecessary to inves tiga te t ho s e 

qu, li.ties of t h o pre a cher's personBlity which a re rnost in­

fluentia l in a rousing the inspirational effect u pon the 

he&rts of the heGrers. Baxter records thnt thi s eff ective 

pot·1er i n the pr eAcher' s personality defies a n~lysi s . He 

then s oys " the closes t appronch to a satisfa ctory Ana l y cis 

of his power r e sults f rom a study of hie many cha r ~cte risti c s,~ 

because he concludes tha t "his persona lity i r- the sum total 

or oll his individua l qua lities."10 

9.Robert ?Shite Kirkpatrick, The Creative Deliveq of' 
Ser one O aw York: ~he MacniilJ.anC;ompany, 1944), P• ~lJ. 

10Baxter, .!!E• ~., pp . 25-6. 
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:iiany of the a.uthorities a lso expressed an inability to 

define t he elements in the personality which contribute to 

the inspir tiona l quality or the pre cher. However, most 

of them, a s di d Baxter, pointed out those 'lua lities which 

a re =no t o f ten present in the prea cher \1ho is inspirational. 

Character 

3y repet5.tion ii nd emphasis the authorities f ive pri nacy 

to chor ~cter in the lir.t of persona l qualities necossary 

or in, pi At1.on l. pr enchine: . Clrnracte r is used hare in a 

broad ~en.sei it :i.ncludes perFona l piety, exempl ry conduct, 

ri ,·h eousne ss ol' life, nnd in a e:eneral ~,ay deacribes tho 

evout Christian ·ho is talking i n t ho Spirit. 

ro dus lis t.s pioty ::is the fir t of four raquisites 

to e f'i"ective pre·1chine . He states thr-t the e-ffect ot the 

s e@ker' s cha.r, cter u.pon the, force of" the rne~~a ge ·m s known 

and expr es~ed years aeo. ~,uintilean putn for'th the axior-1: 

" .n orM;or i . a mod man , skilled in spent ing . •11 

•.:hile lecturin6 to th3 divinity students a t Yale Uni­

versity , Cha rles E . Jer ers on a ttributed the vra·cher's 

pulpit power to his ch racter. He described it as "the one 

thin~ essential in a pro~cher." This, he feels, is the 

f'orce •1hich causes words t.o penetrate and to kindlo .:, oi.vlnc 

fire in the hea rers.12 

11Broadus, 21?• £ll•• PP• 21-1. 

12saxter, .2l?• cit., P• 2). 
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oth Robert F. Ilorton13 and James lt"reer:mn &grea th;it a 
11Christly cha r a cter" in the 1>re"!'cher helps to i nspire the 

audi ence. ' roam n14 expresses character in ter~s of a 

"divinely 7.i f ted per$on- lity': 

I t i. Sf1.Ce to say t.21 t there h~ s been no ~reat 
pr e., cher who h :-- o :r_iven 'ilen an inspiration to 
l i ve , \• lo hp s noii "nf used into his every utter­
~nce something of his otm divinely F.ifted ?er­
'-'OnAlity. 

S~i t h1 5 de ~cri e s ch~r cter ~s ·e n inner life of love 
I 

a11d s c rif icinl unselfishness ·h ich is nchieved t 1r ugh an 

i.nti 11 te r e L- t1ons hip '1 1th God. John 'Rrot-m, t•Jho delivered 

t P. '.'ti l e tectures et. tho turn of the century, a l so spoh a or 

cha r 1.cter P. s consist'lnr. o.r a close c01J11 union ;,,i th God. He 

not ed its i .. ort nee i n trHns itting the ins ir~t i"' n 1 (!ual­

i ty ·to othe r s : 

the;~ i. s no s ub stitute for this power and no other 
~,r.; y oi' ettin1 it. It is the soul tru t h··o c · u t•ht 
f ire f"rom the :-:a ltar which sets other soul on .f'ire •16 

J · :11es Freeman describes ch~racter l"S a deep con .. ci :>us-

ne ~s of God. This quality he describes ~s an irresistable 

force in movi n~ an udience: 

l)lli,g,., P • 35 • 

l ~Ibid • , 'P. 20 • 

15. mith, .2.R• ill•, P• 134. 

l6aaxter 1 .su?• ill•, P• 219. 
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There is a iy oterious a nd undefin&ble quQlity 
th: t ir,heres in the man ,·:ho posse ses in a 
lar(!,e degree the God-consciousness. He may 
l a ck ·.nan:,"' r•i f t s nd r~-races • • • but once ·:e 
corno ir to h i r·esence nd lis ten to his 
,aes. t;.r,:e ue .fe e l the force of his person~ili ty, 
the indesc1"ibable spell 0£ his eenius 1tnrl the 
·· rres i n·t Able po :er of hia utter~nco.17 

Jowett,,1"' Sl e c th19 a nd Garrison20 ilien,tion how the up­

rip;ht CXfJmplo of the prea cher is a n inf'luer1ce i n ovin the 

'l-te::1r e?'s . The pr eAcher mui:;t be a man 'I.- ho i s con Fit· ntly look­

in . Godwr. r f ; he 1il\ :;t be a 1an v:no is r.;r oti,i ng in s piri tu 1 

p.r , ce s . It i ~ doubt f ul wh- ther 'hi s pr,3e cl ing of ,.od ' s r a ce 

will eve,:- bo :nore e f : e,ctive in 1novint.i= others- t h ' ,r. it. hos be r-i. 

-t n hi s ~w,, l.if a . ' he p r che r c an never push nen t.o a 'li fh­

~r SP:i.ritu.: 1 l evel t hen b e :i s on h i mself. 

hilli . s Bl'·ool a t ~lks r bout ,er an 1 piety As :,einp: ~ 

vit,·l force con t r ibnti. nr. to insnirG.tiom;l pre~ching . }'or 

t 1--ooks , pel"l?Onf!l p i ety i s a pri 'tk"tjry quali£ication xor ir:­

c:pirine the i e :: r ts of eople: 

It. is per s o n:. l piety , ~ deep possession in one's 
own soul of t he rs ith a nd hope arrl resolution 
~ bi ch ha i s to offer to his f ellow- -nen for

1 
t ha·· r 

n e,;1 life . •othing but t·1re kindles f'ire. c 

1·7 ~., P• :n. 
16J. H. Jowett , The Pre~cher: His Life And ~fork ( New 

York: Hodcer ~ Stough'tiin, 1912), p. 35.- - -

l 9&1aoth, .9.2• ill•, P • ~n. 
2O11ebb B. G1trrison, The PreP. cher And His · udience 

p ;estwood, N. J .: Fle,:Jine7r. f<evell Company,1954), P• 42. 

2l s axter, ga. cit., pp. Jl-2. 
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It is fcl t by snoEJt o~ the ~uthorities thli t the Chrl ,;ti2n 

char a cte r or the pre cha r is a prime roquisita to insoire­

t ionnl pre chinp. This ~uRlity inspir~s the pre~cher hi~-

el.f with , r , e nt zeal . His genuiraene so, exc1mple, anrl ~,arm 

he rt r:oins r or him t h e_ rrooti- ·111. cand the sy ,np:ithy or the 

he 1 e r .; t hey ros ect hi and are of ten moved by his char­

.- cter . 

Convit::tion 

nother irnportant qu.=,lity in the pr e:-,cher' s ,ersonality 

nic h iG clo~aly kin to chArficte r is conviction, or sincer­

ity . In this thesis no di at:lnct ion \d l l e m~da bet ,~een 

conviction ~nd since rity . Convic~ion is vit~l to ins >ir -

ti.on 1 -;,re:, chi n • · ,ithout this u-:11 ty it becom a doubt 1'ul 

•het . r tho pr . c,er c ~n consistently in spire his ~u i enco. 

De l e Unrne1,;-le ~- oresc,e ri t he need fol" sincerity in these 

·,ords: 

Ref"~rdl e~s of t he prot. ty phr sas "13n •1ay c oncoct; 
r e .~ rdless of the illus tra tiona he mPy a~~:.oruble: 
r 9~~rdle~ s of tha h r mony of his voice ~nd the 
r;r? ca of !1i s r..c 'tnres; i f he cloes not s pe r k --in­
cercly, t hese ~r e ollow ~nd F.litterln~ trPpping~ . 
If you would i wpres~ , n r.udience, fi~st be im­
press ed yourc:elf. Your 091rit, ::;hinin~ throu h 
your eyes, r :-:idia tln ,: throu .. h your voice, and 
proclpi.:nin,r. itself i;hrou eh your 'llann~;., ;ill 
com·. unicgte itself to your euditors. • 

22Kenneth Lee Frer king, "The Psycholopy of Per !C;u~sive 
l'ra~chine; with special Reference to the Campus !'i nist;ryn 
(Unpubli shed Onchelor's Thosis, ConcordiD D~~inary , St. 
Louis , 1957), P• 92 . 
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Spe kin~ or tha i mr>ortance of sincerity, S:nith says 

th t peo ple c· n be s ":!t~ on f1re by incere warmth or f eelin~ 

and conviction of truth. Re admits th:• t it is re-= lity #!lone 

t h:~t :-'tl:rs th ha=,rts of men; ho ~eve r he feels t h; t it is 

throup.h the po ~iti ve conviction and trFnsp3rent sincerity 

tbµt r enli t y :l s moF-t often con,,eyed to the conr:ragf•tior1. 23 

"~d •:f.n UuBo r-o "."ouzon , in his lecture to the ~tudents r1t 

Ya le, mont i.or1ed fiincerity c s n requisite ~u~ lity or the 

pr o cher . He r-l so note~ t..h a t t his qu:-111ty h s the capacity 

f or in fuf'Jinp- itAelf b1to the he a rts of the he· rer : 

Fir~t, t here 1us t be s t ncerity. The prench~r is a 
co·r. unicrrtor. Hi s convictions poss i n ~o ma s trP.nJ!;e 

. ·:ay over into t he minds of his henr ers. • • • If 
be ,. m n o,· Qtronp faith , his fai t h will f low 
down into others. Th~ f irst re uisite, then, 21s 
tt . olute hon~sty on too port of the pre ::; cher. 4 

Sl eeth , 25 Oc.·,!ie, 26 a nd f1' :-1r!.11er21 s tress the i mport:.lnce 

of the pre:)cher 1 s becorninf( thoi:-ouehly o~sorbed i n thG truth 

o.f the ser 11o r1 '1.Jrltil t h~ t -.;ruth hHs got hol.d o • him. · ,i t h­

out t hi s cor~secr&t e cl !>irit the pre .che r c ::1nnot be e f f'octive 

:f. n inspiring othars . 

23smith , 5!.e.• ill•, ?P• 114-5 

?4,na xter, ,22. ill. , p . 41. 

25s1eath, EE• .£U., P• 22. 

26walter itussell Bo\ 1e, ? re chine ( Je1,• York: f. in ,don 
s , 1954), P• 1). 

27 armer, .22• £11., P• 33 
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T::tlliam 1Je·::1tt Hyde comments in his Yale lectures thAt 

sincerity carries more force in moving an audience than all 

elabora te logic~l a r ~uments or c. lcula ted emotiona l ~ ppeals. 

He s;:iys "the confi d ent assertion or a man who :i.s transparent­

ly ei n cere ,-:i th himsel:r , carrie s wei p:ht \' ith oll \•:ho see a nd 

feel hi s Aincerity."2 

Reu i lso spe~ks of sincerity r. a bein~ i mportant in 

movin • the het1rts of men. If the prec1 cher spe;,ikn "from the 

de t hs 01' hic. 0 1.1n he " rt, he will f"ind the way to other hearts 

and become to them a f ounta in of liv!n ~ water •. ,29 

~pef'k in l:. o,n the i mport-P. nce of . sincerity, Henry t• ard 

Iloocher added th :i. s co mment: 

i £ you are opeakinp; the truth, it is essential 
t t those who her r you believe you are sincere 
befo re you ca n i• ork 'Ii th them.JO 

'l'hu s, true co1"1viction i e considered by the , uthori ties 

to be the Ciecond rnost i -nporta.nt '}u:-rli t}" of the prer cher' s 

per-sonality .:hic h contrtbutes ·to the inspirr,ttona l quality 

· n pre.- chi n,g . It is 1.moortant to note a t t~his point thtl t 

con vie tio n must be p:enuine. Thet"e is no room r or pretense 

o f conviction or f~n~ticism. .:iinceri t.y is not to be thou,-ht 

of a s a mere senti:nentGl emotion. The conviction or sincer­

ity ·nust f low 11 - tur.& l ly from the prea cher ._ s the true ex­

pr e ::-sio1'\ of i1ha t he thinks nnd reels. Thi.s true conviction 

2~Baxter, .5!J2• ill•, PP• 41-2. 

29Reu, .22• ~-, p. 76. 

JOaaxter, 9.2• ill•, P• 42 . 
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is ca rried by wor d rind obs;~rv·1t :i:on to the heri rer. It ki ndle s 

his i m:;;:ina tion nnd a rot~ses the emotions \•:hich ai ds in making 

possible t he t hril lin~ s ansnt i on of being ins irad.31 

.!!~rnestness 

~arne~tnesg i& clo~cl y rel a t ed to the previous t wo 

qua lities discussed. Char acte r r eflects the preac her's l i fe ; 

con vi ctio n refl e c ts tbe pra ~ c her' s atti turle towar d hi s mes-

'"1[.e ; c~r neflt nosa :re fle cts the pr e a cher' s a ttitude townrd 

the peopl e . The a u tbori ties regard e ::.i rn•astness or enthu­

~ia ""m • s nnother i t11port .e- nt. f3ctor in the ,ersona lity of 

tho · r e;:ic} e r t v,t contribu ·t es to t he insp'lr3t i onal qua l i ty. 

Bl a ckwood sp~~kQ 0 £ e~rn ~s tness a s a fire in t he heart 

of the pre.,chor, ~·:hich i-Ji l l n a turally f lo , into oth er he arts 

:ind cause th em to burn· • .32 

Both Gar r i son33' ,and Bro dus34 s tate t hat enthusiasm 

in com,nuni c~t i on i s vital to i n s pira tiona l pr e~ching . If' 

the p.-,st o r i s t o excite feeling in others, he must feel 

deepl y hi mself. 

Charles s . Horne, George ·,J:. Pepper, a nd H. ·.1. Beecher 

in t heir l e cture s to the divinity students •Of Ye le empha-

3laroa dus, ~- ill•, p . 20. 

32.Andrew ··atterson .Olackwood 1 .l1!.! Pre4er a tion .21: 
( t bingdon-Cokesbury Press , 191,A), PP• 203- • ' 

Ser :nons 

3Jc~rrison, g,e • .£!£., P• 217. 

34nroi,dus, .!m• ~-, p . 236 . 
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sized the n'3ed i'or e nthusir sm find c'lso described it as a 

power. 't™ t cou l d mcive men' s hea rts. lorna35 said, ''the one 

supr eme qualif ic tion ·ror the ministry :Is P. soul. of f lame ." 

Both Be ,1cher36 and l',eJ1per37 s poke of enthuai .ri sm A s e movt.n~ 

f'orce th ..- t quic Y.ly co municHtos !tsel:f and 11i nocul -tes" 

peopl e . 

Genuine e~r~~stness i s recognized as a i': ctor contri­

buti ne: to th:! i n s n i1•1 tionnl qua lity in pre'"ching , ut ea r ne~t­

ne s s will not be e f fective :f.r it is employed a s n end in 

itsel f . i•.ei t;he r earnestness nor ins pira t i on i s to be t he 

ftO l of p re:-ch i np: . i!;nthusias ,1 mu s t .flow naturally .rrom the 

pre.,_ c' e r' s o~m wa r e ne s of the ;onder of his message and · 

fro m a con cc r ri to con,nunic nte to others. i-'a r mer points out 

t h t the pr i me unction of the prencher i R t o ccnvey truth. 

The de ire to comnunie~te is one of the n~tur~l stimul ants 

f or e ~rnestness. Thus , any :nanufa,:tured or Rrti.ficial en­

thus i a om will never be ef.fect:1.ve. If tm pre~cher pa r ades 

a r lse xront of earnestness, it ~111 soon be detected and 

hinder hi cause.38 

This .enuine e~r nestncss in prec c hi n~ ou~ht to be 

pro pted not only by the desire to com-nunica te, but a lso by 

3502.xter, .21!• ~., JJ • · 4Q • · 

36Ibid. • P• 48. 

37Ihid., P • SO. 

J Srarrner, .21?• ill•, PP• 77- o. 
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a deep lov~ am concern £or people. Love, undorst~ndl ng , 

~nd a rea l conce rn t'or tlle better aent of tha heorers will 

eenerate the true en thusiasii1 :1hich is ·so .nece sary. Chnrles 

eynolds .Br a:.-~n e?p?-as~od it p icturesquely when he sr..id that 

just saeinr- a conrregti tion oue;ht to cause the nrencher "to 

ki nd.l a nrni burn like a steel wire i ('ni tad ir pure OA-y~en. 1139 

Doth Smi thl~O r nd Broedus41 recogni ze th."'.l t enthusia em 

cannot, be p r.-,duced by the ;,r a ncher's 0•1n t"lill; it must rise 

na tura lly fl"om t he preacher's love £or people and from his 

desire to s t A t ·e his messa~e. His ,nssion £or s, nuls .:!nd his 

desire to co .. Pnunica t.e God'& e rnce compels the ?Jre, c_her to 

Ho\",ie w:is a lso owQre of' the need i'or love - nd und0r­

st11ndimr. c,n tbo p-1 rt of ~ n inspir~tiona l pree.cher. He 

s tt'essed the i :nport~mce for the pre;;. cher to n10ok upon peo­

ple ~1th P. sensitive understonding."42 

Kirk atrick expltlins t ha t this love for people a:nd this 

desire to sha r a the messege is very i 111porta nt i n crentintt t he 

f eeling of r eality.43 As previously noted, Kirkpatrick · 

39aaxter, 22• ill•, P• 49. 

40Smith, .22• ill•, P• 1)5. 

4laroadus, Sia• ill•• p . 237. 
1~2Bowie, .22• ill•, P• 41. 

4.3Kirkpatrick, ,ga • .s,U., P• 6.). 
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defines i nspir:. ti.o nal pre;- ching a s th:Jt t1hich bring s the 

hearer to exper.len.ce the reality of the truth bein~ pre­

sented . 44 

Jowett feels sure th~t love for people which orompts 

the enthus i a s m to com:nunic:,te io the secret of inspiring 

rnen . I f ,.1e !~ now, 1·e spect, and lovo people, "we ho ve ,:ot the 

key i nto the lock which will open tl~eir most secret te."4.5 

Se ver al of' -the a uthoritieo warned a g:,inst t m negative 

cha r ~cte r tra.i ts ,•;h.i ch i mpede inspir2tio nal prea ching. The~e 

t wo t1•a i t s a re the very a nt;l. tho sis or love :for r..eople and a 

concern to elp people. The fi rst 0£ the se i s s elfishness. 

13r oadus11·6 ,<>i n t s out th;it a ll egotism and 0 .;,lfioh cnre Dre 

destructive 0£ i me~ination. I t must be remembered t b~t for 

Bro.~,dus t he ~rirne fµ.rl a tion" was a necessity in inspir:ati ona l 

pret1ch:i.nP, . !n addition, the egotis tic prea cher sr.1others 

ent hus i asm because he is not prima rily concerned -=1.bout loving 

~nd hel pi n~ peopl e • 

• \ not.her ner-:ative !'Actor which hinders the crea tion and 

com unic ~tion of the inspirational quality is solf-conscious-

11ess. I t is nearly- i rnpossi.ble far the self-conscious preAcher 

to tra n ~mit reality. His focus of concentra tion is upon 

41i-sur.>:ra , f> . 9. 

45Jowett, .2J?• .£!!., P• 222. 

h6aroadus, op. ill•, p. 1.,01. 
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himself and upon his ow:r1 e:notionAl s tatus, and not up·m the 

11ess ,re nd tl e peo . l e .li-7 I n t !'lis NRerd, Sleeth points 

out the need i'or er.iotionol stz:bility in the oreacher i f he 

i s to be successful in movinp; the a udience : 

by ond l a r ~e , a healthy emotional life is neces­
f.ar y i f he ·• s to be persuasive , i"or ho is r e­
vea lin himself nd is cov1r11unic{1~ini-t on th t 
level a u oo the verba l level.'-+ 

47Ki r l=pa trick , .2B • ill•, PP• 220-21. 

I.; Sl eeth, 9-• cit., P• 60. 
... 
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'i'he Importc1r1ce .of the ""er mon 

No mil t t er ' t'l'W eJr;ilted the 'i.nsr.,ir~1 tif.".n o f the preAcher, 

he moves no one until he communict1tes by \1ords. I n addition 

to the per on:; l i 'ty of the pre .. cher, the second na j,or fc= ctor 

con trih1Jting to inspir:1ti on in pr ea c hi n p: is the ·-:ords used 

in the sermon . The ir1spira tion quality cannot be com-nuni­

cot ed by 'the ,>re:-i cher apart f rom his use of words. The 

lle"'nen,re r ,_nd hi s mess e~e .are indissolubly one as thc:,ir com­

b i ne(] force i s Felt by t.'le her1 rer. 11Pree ching and mesN:"'e 

:. re one orpanic ~1-iole a s ma n• s body rind spirit a re one or-

F .. ni c -;hole ."l 

l'he a ut horities reco~ni?.e the i~porta nce of the ser~on 

a s a f a ctor j_n inspir~ti•.>n al pre~ching . Ga rrison reminds 

hia r e::der, 'there Cr n be no r e 1 eloquence with out y.ro· t 

ideas." i•o natter how .forceful a per:;ona lity, i f ha st~nds 

s i len t in the pul pit he will not 1n~pire men. The first req­

uisite in pre.;:ching is that the prelicher has s ·1:uethinp. to aay. 2 

1nerbert ti. I•' :-1 r mer, The Servant or The Word ( Jew York: 
Charles Seri bner' s :Jone, I'9t2) , p. 14 :- - -

2;.ebb B. Gnrrison, 'l'he 'Preacher •\nd His Audience 
( ••es t wood, tJ. J.: FleminglT. itevell Company,° 1954) , ~p. lS-20. 
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'.-:orde : re , a s Henry i-.'ard Deecher put it, "pep;s to h.=ing i de;, s 

on."3 

J . • Booth eleo rea lized t hF t it ":ts not only the i -

pact or tho per s onr 11 ty t hh t .oved men, but th Et ,, ords :"ilso 

hl've t e po· er to s t i r he:l rts. n /hen word.s paint a s cen e so 

lucid And clenrcut t.'1 , t the listener sees a picture in his 

0 ,·.111 :i. ,agi n . ti on t he e1"!!.oti.ons are stin:'ed. ,4 

e:~lity 

he u ords 0£ the ser mon P.r•e i mr,ortllnt, but they 11re not 

~n. end i n t hemselves. If the se~mon i s to be R ractor con­

t.r:f hut nr: t o the inspira tiona l qut:.l lity, it must seek to be 

11o r 'l t h:-n ,-11er.e arr< ngement of £acts and ido:is . 

:.;o st of the • authori tie s spe rdc of the ser,rion.' s objective 

s hein~ t hE-t of conveyin,: re::ility to the hearer s . It i s in 

t his nd 1ot in the shP.l 1 o.f t he words th::- t the re i ~ Po wer 

t o inspi r& men . Donald G. i-ii ller re1111 zed thi fl fnct .-,hen ha 

said : 

The o-..,er to :nove men _ oes beyond the mere i·•o rds 
on uses , beyond Al l techni ques i1,1hic~ c n be con­
s ciousl y a c ,,uired, beyond a ll striving f.or eff ect. 
The .o ters in the t-!rt of" speach knot, t he d i f£er­
ence bet ween success and .f:iilure at this point.5 

3E. Schuyler i n~lish, Ilobert G. Lee (Gr~r.d Ra pids 2 , 
,:~ich.: 7 ondervan Publif:hinr-: Rouse,-1949T, P • 291. · 

4John Nicholls Doo~h~ .It!!, Queit For Preachirw;, Power 
( Ne\1 York: The •acrnillan uompany, 91."JT';" PP• q6-7. 

5oonald G. ••li l l er, The ~ To Biblica l Pre;:ic hi ng 
(New York: Abin .don Prass;-1957)-;-p • 144-5 ■ 
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Thus, t h e ser,non or words are not the c ~use of inspiration 

but serve a s a ne cessPr y a id t r. stimula tinp it. The t ruth 

must come . a live ; t he cornbine tion of words used can either 

help o r hi n de r i n nc hieving this e:oa l. Spet.iking 0£ tho f oal 

of the c.e r mon , ililller says tha,t it :f,s this subtle qua lity or 
"r e elity' th.s.t .i s necessar y to evoke human r esponse.6 

Other :1u·thor i tie s a lso witness to t be noed and i moort2nce 

of· raality i n the sermon. Smith confidently a s serts : 11Reolity 

al.one st~ rs t;he he ri r ts ot :nen . n7 Bowie ~lso spoke of the need 

f or reAlity i n the sermon. 'l'o t he degree ths t the nre2ch ar . . 
succeedf'; he ,n,,·es t ho people " the r are ;-rrl 9:lorious oments 

of •in ed insrir~ tio n. "6 For Kirk pa trick reality i s not only 

an i 1r.or1;.snt · ~ctor in :J.nspirati cna l pre::1 c hing , b ut he nnkes 

it the rro -- 1 of' pr e :::ching. At ti mes lie seems to consid er it 

syno, ymous •1:i.th inspira t i on. It is his opinion th t the 

cau. e oF the feelin~ of in iration in the he arer is orench­

i ne th. t produees in the he~ rer the f eeling th, t he is brou.C?ht 

face to face ,-.1th r eality.9 

6I bid., P• 142. 

7 1.uthur H. Smith, Prea c hers 1ind Preaching (Phil.-delph! a : 
The United J..uthera n J>ublicction House, 1925}, P • 115. 

6~a lter Russell Bowie, Pre~chins (New York: Abinp:don 
f>res~, 1954), P • 216. · · 

9aobert White Kirk~trick, 11he Creative Deliver; 0£ 
Sermons (New York: The ~Acmillan~mpany, 1?44), P• :1,: 



31 

In arldi t~J.on to the n e ed £or rea lity in the sermon, 

Sleeth anrl Kirkpatr.Lc;:k go into more detail in describing 

"'hat they m3 n by reality. Sleeth says thn t it is the t ask 

of the preacher t o make thin s come a live For the hearers. 

The audj_ence must p;et a ctual pictures in thoir minds; there 

must ba participa t ion and identification on the part of" the 

he rers. " If the preGcher has c.aue-)lt the dr ma of the story 

his peopl e actua lly l ive for n few minutes ~dth thA ancient 

;>rophet--and God . nlO 

irkpatri c k contribut.es additiona.l cl2rity as to t he 

u1e. ninr, o f reality. He points out tbP-t reality is no t the 

!ame ~~ ~he words or ideas in the sermon. It is neces sa ry 

to r1ic. tin•,1uish betw-en l anguage and r r;rnlity, sym ols nnd 

f act. ·:lord c a r e not the reality in themselves but they are 

ille r e syrnbols . Reality lies much deeper and is more funda-

:nenta l. e ;ili t y i s the very essance of" the truth. ~·ords 

:ir e merel y "black •11arks on a page or vib:r=l tions of a ir of a 

parti.cular combination or wave-lenv,ths." The t1ords 11re only 

seconda ry; it is in t he l ast a:lA lysis the rel'lity behind the 

,:-ords tha t :f.s primary.11 

Bowie, in P.cdition to descr1h1.ng reality, ,..,hich he ca lls 
11
the pearl o:f ttreat price, trl2 also gives some help.tul ex~uples 

to illustra te this subject. In the examples he points out how 

lORonald K. Sleeth, Persua sive Prenching (New York: 
Unt"per aid Brothers Publishers, l956), p. 11. 

11 · Kirkpa trick, .21?• cit., pp. l S- ::?l. 

l 2Bowie, g!!• cit., p . 199. 
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the authors use word s tha t have color, £eel1ng, and move­

:nent. Consider th e ex~ nple o!' a portion 0£ Peter Marshall's 

sermon. Note how he causes the listener not only to hea r but 

also in e. sense to 1 ive within the truth of: these \"lords: 

There is no disgra ce in beinF. homesick. At times, 
I h nv e f'elt t he tu,r·,.ing of those invlsi ble .rir-cers 
and heard t he ~-,hisporing 0£ those voices •••• 
l ho ve lonr;ed f or 'ti'ie northland. • • • 'l'o soo 
Rll-;a i11 the 101..,• s tone houses, the swelling hills, 
the ·1hite t :iils or. th ·· ~terf:-11s. 

I w· r1t e to h enr a,t:Jin thP. .. en tle lo " voices of 
the i,ome11 ::.n d t ho music qf' the gaelic tongue •• 
t o s nell tl,e del.icE> te fragrance ot bluebells in 
tm sp:rin1:; an I tha rhododendron; to heRr the 

• • 

-~av· s in " • • • nd t;he l {:lrk. 

I hr: ve Hnn t ed to s ee the long twilift;ts, to look 
out over th e wat ers of the Firth, and be gr ,~te­
ful to uod th..- t there was still aore of Scotl~nd 
eyond .13 

In a nother ser mon Peter . iarsh.-i 11 conveys not only the fact 

that there w: s a storm or even e. mere description of' it, but 

rather he mak es his 1·steners actually £eel as though they 

were e~periencing- a storm. 

It w~s strenr ely dAr.k. A thunderstom wRs blowing 
U'D from the mount:.ins ;_a1d the clouds hid the sun •• 
People looked up at the sky and became frightened. 
They stood blinkin5': e t £lashes or li htninc like 
daru:ers of' fire. 

• • 
• • • 

I 

Mountain piled upon mountain like frozen thunder.14 

Bowie points out th.at to pchieve renlity, the words used 

should not only narrate or merely describe, but the words 

l)Ibid., p .. 200. 

14Ibid., PP• 200-1. 
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Ollt?:ht · l ao he?l p the hef-lrar to see, f e e l, t a ste, in his own 

mind nn d sense s t he t rut h being pr o ~entect. Lit.tle of t h e 

e.ctual r e .:1 l ity i co11v e yed in the et tement, "'It,. s a 

be:iutiful v i ew." To c r,pture t he reality the spe aker t hrough 

the medi um (>.f i-:orcls raust convey the ex, ct n.oture or tl1 e beauty 

::ind ·the viei,:; . l i h en the view !rs £ ctua lly be come bet:tuti fu l 

in tl'ie mind of t he hea r er, the n r e lity ~e s b o .n conveyed.15 

I m ~i n r tion 

'J~he e cre t of a chieving r~u:1lity is in wh:it. Peter 

,".';a rsha ll once hear d hi s tea cher s ay: 'Gentle , en, in t·1ri ting 

s e r r.ous , I b f! or you , use 2 s a.ncti fieci i maa?i uation . n16 

:.»ince it i s re1:1l i t y i n t h e sermon t h .. t i s he ,najor 

fActor c ontributing to th e inspirf.l tional quRlity in pre-ch­

in/5 , it; oecn e · i port.ant to note thet t he ,nain inr.redient 

in the ~c . i cven1ent of" r ec: li ty is i magtru1 tion. Thus• imagina­

t i on i s oi" the utmo s t i mportnnce in inspira tional preAching . 

~,iost o.f the , uthoritie s recogni?ted the i m9orte nce end 

va lue of i ma ,ination . Baxter SP.id in rega rd to t he prescher: 

In his quest f or reRlity he must m;ike use o f imagination, 

which , P. S the word itsel.f suggests is the form, tion of menta l 

i ma,,.es. nl7 

lSibid., PP• 199- 200. 

16Ibid., P• 195. 

17.ea.tsell 8:u·rett Baxter, The Heart or tba !!l! Lectures 
(New York: The i~ac rnillan Comr,e ny;-1951.) • pp.~-1. 
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Broadus observes th ~t every true ora tor hns ima!!,ination. 

i-11 t hou t th is ~ f't it 1nay he poss ible for the spe~ ker to 1 n­

stru ct a nd e ven convince, but he wi ll ne.ver be able to pene­

tr te to the heox·ts o:f men.18 

Jo1ett expr essed i t ne a tively when he said thnt t he 

l a ck o f i map.:iriBtion "eives unreality to our preeching . nl9 

Ki rkpatrick, in hi s book, d.iscussas the i mporta nce tmd 

function or i m~!~in~tion at great lenr:;th: 

Imaeinat i on ha s t he capacity to brin~ UG into an 
exoerienco or 1'e~lity ~s co nplotely and rief'inito­
ly . s actua l fle s h and blood con t act -;1th it. 

The mi nis ter, then, •'nust ima gina tively create the20 r~r-1llty of th e ser ,. on 2:t t he 'iloment or delivery. 

Lec ·t urin;r. to t he d ivinity ~tudents at Yale, J ames b.dt•1ard 

Fr o •'il: n "nve cl nssic exr,restion to the i •r. portance of i •,1agina­

tior1 in in~ r.:,i r .. ti n &l pr e ching : 

Ima.r.b ,a tion, yes , i 1llif'inc:tion, God' s (!rer t t~i.ft to 
us, His chose.n servants, recog nized, developed, 
u sed , • t ;::ives u~ a po·~:er, an :l.nnuence or unmeas­
ured potentiali ty; i ~nored, uncultiva ted, unP-mDloyed, 
it r-ender·s us :tncffect3.ve, cold, dreary and unpro:f'­
itabla. Cultivate it, pr ay ror it, strug~le £or it, 
i t i s t he ~olden~ ster-key to op~f many doors, the 
opan- ses••,1Je to many hurnan nearts. 

l 6John A. Bro~dus, ! Treatise Qn. !h!. Preparati~n ~ 
Deli very o~ Ser~ons (New York: A. c. Armstrong andon, 
C . fit<J5 ) t p. )96. , 

l9aaxter, .22• -2!!•, P• 7g. 

20Kirk~tric~, .QR.• ..5.ll•, P• 1. 

2lBaxt0r. gp_ • .SU•, P• SO. 



'~n example or a p·rea cher who becornes outst~nding .for 

hls use 0£ i map.ination ia Roberto. Lee. In his famous ser­

mon, ·•vay i;ay--Some ay," nea rly every line bristl'!c: -:·:ith 

i mapi nP- tive SUP.f•·e st.iveness. Through the UE'O or his i maeina­

tion :1e succ<i -.ds to a r eme.rkable degree in conveyin g the 

r e:-t l ity i ntended. Ps Lee throu gh his imop-in:1 tion pa:t.nts a 

'-'icture of' Kin~ • hab, one c n .feel so:nethinp.: 0£ his maan, 

e tty , chi ldiAh .am U[~ly n::i ture: 

h e , a k i n.e: •Ji th a i rer1 t s r:ny am 1t r~t tre;:. su ry, 
was actin . 1:i.ka a b lubbering b aby. Cannon ability 
w,-ts oxpressinr; its lf in popgun . achievement. A 
rn ssi ve r;iant spr~wling on t he bed like a ch .. u1rf 
punily pcevish1 A big whale wa llo'!.'1ir1 ;; and spout­
lng nn~rily bout hecr.lu~e he is denied 'llinnow 
foo 1 1 ,, benr i~rowl ing sulkily beca use he ca nnot 
1:i ck ~ s o on in \• hi ch i s a bit or honeyl n 
,n ,1 le shrie kin g nd beating his wine s in the 
dust or '°?is own pleAsure like a quarreling spar­
l"O'-' fussily f i eh tinp; wi1:,h other spa rrows for the 
crrmnbs i n the du::!t o"' the villa e street! A 
lion m;i l k j~l Y ro::¼ri.n? because he wa s not g r ;inted 
the cheese i n a mouse trap! h ba ttleship cruis ln~ 
f or a sh;Jt?, battle122 

In another section of the same sermon, Lee, throurgb the di-

1t1ension or the ima13ina tion, :~"lkes the listener actually .feel 

the horror o f t he atrocity i•Jhen innocent Maboth was stoned: 

Then strong hands jerked i~aboth out o£ the sea t of 
the a c cused . DoubtlesD nuttering curses t a ,.hile, 
they dr~~ged hi m out from among the throngs of 
peopl ., ~hile children scr~a,ned and cried , while 
·1ome~ shr5:,eked in t c-rror, while men moved in con­
fusion and urmurad tn co~sternPtion. They dr~f$.ed 
hi111 roug hly to a ,plac:;e 01'tside the walls of t.l'Je 

22B. Schuyler ~nf,lish, Robert G. Lee (Gr nd R&pids 2, 
-• ich.: :~ondervan Publ1 shine, House I I94vr;' PP• .33/+-5. 



city and wl t h s tones they bea t his body to the 
r-;round. r:r"both .fell to the e:round u ~ lily by 
hoi l~torie be t en to e arth, a s sta tely cellor 
uprooted by f urious storms . His hand by stones 
is crushed, as egps crushed by' heel or g iant. 
Hi l e .e:· ::ire s 1 l i nteredl His arms ~r e broken,l 
Ii. ribs nre cruahed. Bones stick out £rorn the 
m« ss of um~n f lesh as £ingers of ivory .from 
pots of r ed p~int. Bra:lns, · emptied frorri his 
·kull, re scatt.ere : bout. Blood s patters 
like cri ms on r Ain. Naboth's eyes roll i n 
s ockets of blood. Iii s tongue hGtt1een broken 
j ~ws becomes still. His mauled . body becomes--
3 t l a st--sti ll. His ~~st gasp is o sigh. 

nboth i s deac.l •••• · 

In ad 'li t ion to the i mporta nce, rlescription, and i:tx·ample 

of i a1;i11a tion, ~I . 1 eu and i·1 . R. Bowie re.spectively, contri­

bute two halpful insif hts on thi s subject. Not only is 

i nnp.ina t:1.on a r1eceasary tool or the preacher ~J s he seek s to 

con vey re~lity, bu·t ima1:,rin~tion is .a lso needeci bf the hearers 

in o .... r•er to rece1 ve and interpret reality. :,hen soma indi-

v du ls ~ re not inspired durin • the service, perhaps the mnjor 

cause i s t?-,eir L.ick of i me ,,ina tion. The i r.aP,i n :-tior, of the 

hear er ~ust e trip~ered into ~ction. "In prooorti on s the 

pre cher sets t he i m~ -ina tion a t work in his pres c hing , the 

eT.otions of his bea rer-a will be charmed. 1124 

BOi..ie ma kes another sign1£icant observl"tion. I map;ina tion 

3.bounds 2 nd is nurtured by prea chers who a re sensitive and s ym­

pathetic. The sensitive and sympathetic eye i~ more apt to 

23Ibid., PP• 346-7. 
24 . • Reu, Homiletics, transla ted from the Gerrn:tn by 

Albert Qteinhaeuser P'linneapolis: Augsbur,; Publishin · House, 
c.1924 ), P• 183. 
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f ind in the countles s com non thiny.s of life su . .,.estions as 

to how t.o pr e s ent t he invi sible truths of God.?.5 

The emphatic st~tement of H. w. Beecher on t ~e prime cy 

or i m r;:in t i on i n successful pronchin~ serves a s a fittinF 

summ, ry o:r t hi s topic: 

: nd the f i rst el ament on thich your pre nching will 
l ar eely de pond £or power and success, you will per­
haps be surpr ised to learn, is I1aa c;ina tion, which I 
?·01;:nr d :i s t he mo~ t i moort;,int of" a ll the elements 
th~t go to Wike the pr eacher. But you must not 
under s t nnd •ne t o acurn t he i ma pin ation as t..'l e creA­
t:l on of' !"icti o1,, am still les s e s t he factor of 
emt,e l i s hrn n t,. The i ms r;i n c>tio n in its r e l ti ons 
to a r t and b auty is one tl'l'ing; · end i n its rel a ­
t ions t o mor a l truth it is another thinr; , of the 
:nost s hs t a ntia l chara cter. Imapi. nation of this 
kir1d ia tJi e t r ue r.'.lr m of .faith; it is t he power 
of -conceiv1n8 os definite the thinp.s · hich a r e 
i nvi~i ble to t he s enses,--or ivi.ng them di s tinct 
sh.pe . i-..nd t his, not merely in your own t hour;hts, 
but ::1ith t ile po1•:e:r of pres entir1p; t he t hinps which 
exper i ence c~nnot primnrily tePch to other people's 
mi nds , s o tha t t h e y shall be jus1=,,ns obvious ~s 
t hou .b se en with the bodily eye. 2° 

Concreteness 

'i'he i nner r - la ,;i()nship or r e c lity a nd i qi~r.i.nation e= a it 

affects t he i nspirRti•, nal quality in praoohin e: is coin lex. 

vot only ~re re~lity Qnd imagin~tion complex/ i n t 8n e ible 

fa ct ors, but the s i tu~tion becomes incre,.. sin .1 y d i .fi'icult 

when an a ttempt is ma de to determine all t he v~ri us ingra­

di ents within the sorrnon th, t con tri buto to i :nr.t!i n tio,n emd 

25Bowie 1 2.2• ill•, P• 199. 

26s axter, op. cit., P• 76. 



thus to r ; lity. A thoroup;h clasa1£ic tio.n or the devices in 

style which arre ct Lm::win1-:tion is ne~rly an i rnposr.ible t ask. 

However, :nost of' the author! t:l es do agree the t "concretem!ss" 

is by i'a r t 1e most i mport ,n t factor in sti nin1; tho i magin?­

tion of the heArers . In this thesis concreteness v:111 be 

cons t.!c rec.l in a bro .Jd sense as the. device within the ser-:ion 

~-.,hich d " r e ctl:i,r a f ·s ets i •r-o ein~tion and thus indirectly is a 

cous of · nspirntioi, in the s e r mon. 
. . 

Bocicher dr ew ttention to the i mportence of concreteness 

when he s· i d : " t "1t which will. touch men oi=;t sensibly, and 

:. r ous • l~hem mo~t ~r .1. octua lly, and bring th em ton nev life 

•o.o~"t •·art r, i.nly , is t.hn t •whi ch is specific. 1127 

'fhc need for co;'J cre teness a s the stt mulant for i m ina­

t " on ,,ms :-• s o s t; ted by Kirkpatrick. ·'l'he peopl e :nust be led 

to fsge , he "r, touch, taste a nd smell'' to the extent th--t 

ir1v1 s ible tl'd.n ;,i:; come into a ctual £le h Rnd blood cont:.ict \•·1th 

t hc:r. . I t is only concreteness th- t can repeople the deod 

rea lms of the pa st wi th m ving 11.fe.2~ 

':linstD n z. ,Jones expressed himBel.f cautiously ,,hen ~e 

~aid thr t icturesque and concrete lanY.Uar.;e is usu .. lly rnuch 

clos er to re~lity. ~9 

?.7Ibid., pu. 135-6. 
2gKirkpntrick, .2.2• ~- • P• A6. 
29~inston ~. Jones, Preaching and the Dr~matic Arts 

O~ew York: The •lac11illBn Company, 1°9a)■;'"p. 6j. -
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Fanner .tressed the need for concreteness in all the 

phnses of the sermon. The content, style, Rnd presentntion · 

are to ba F. a red into the lif'e situation of the her.rers: 

~o tha t. t-.hose who listen will be unable not to 
see t; h.3 ir own "ttJO rld corr:i ng throu • h ·the mes,=;,:i e 
a s a pattern is brOU"ht out in an~atherwise 
fert ureless f' br :i.c by a hot iron.--' 

llot h 6arri son31 a nd B1.1xter32 \!Ja m a$i!;ain st abstrr1ctness . 

'rh,i; r • •. r ee t h1'ilt clnrity is :i v r. lua ble aid to concreteness. 

Br o;.,dus also s po ce or concreteness in ter, s of simplicity 

and cl ri t y . ~'It is prepostarous £or reachers a i ming a t 

,nen ' i=: hear t ", to rni s. t he m:;; rk by shootinF over their he.,ds . "~) 

'l'he chi of element~, t.ha t contribute to concreteness r•re 

.... f =i-• -=-= of speech . J...ccordi r.e; to the method of Cla.rrison,34 

t"'ieuros of spe ~c 1 May be d ivided into t t~o groups; one hBs to 

co ·•iith sounds 2nd the other with resembl.,nces . SeverBl ol" 

t h . rno :r-t i po rtr:-nt fi. -ur e s of' speech or er•ch --roup ·111 l be 

d i Fcu ss"d nd i. 1.1 ustra ted i .n the fol lo-.-1 ng paraer ~phs. 

The most widely used fiP-ur e s of s paech thr•t hF!Ve to do 

with ~ounds a re a lliteration snd ono~a.topoeia . 0£ t two, 

JOFar mer, .21?• ~-, P• 103. 

. 31:'Jehb~ B. Ga1•ri son, The Prenchei; !rut !!!.!! ,,.udienco 
( ·,est~ood, l '• • J.: Fle111ing7'J'; l,eve11. lio'.llpany, 1954), P• 90. 

32Baxter, .22• S.U•, P• 134. 

33Broadus, .21?• cit. .• , p. 393. 

34~arrison, .9.e• .5:i1•, PP• 109-10. 
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alliterntion is the more co~Mon device round in inspirationa l 

prea chers. I t exploits the repetition of the ~ounds at the 

beginnint;: o.r t wo or more consecutive words or 0£ words near 

oue another. On,onmtopoeia a lso exploits sound; it. consists 

of usi nr wor d s t ha t. i:nitate na tural sounds. Thi s sound 

SU("f""est i v eness is especia l l y 1:nport.~nt in crea ting a t mosphere 

and mood . The s ounds convey a direct a ppeal to t h e sensory 

appar a t us of the 11 stener.35 

Dr . "::?lter a t•laier is nn example of an inspirational 

pr e cher who wss m. starful in e moloyine; sound fif.'llres of 

speech . ,\llite r ri tion, especially, we s a co, .,on device of 

t•lr:1i er; t h!. s not only holped to clarify his message, but ·wa s 

also n ra ctQr which helped inspire tha hearts o f his hearers. 

·e-::r l y ever y (:ermon ha s f rom six to rorty-.fi ve instances of' 

thi s f i gur e 0£ speech.36 It is well to illustrate so~e of 

these common examples: 

. rri p ped by f,!;loom1 dazed 'and de s pera te ._over the 
cr i mes of Calv~ry •••• 

t ho Dest.royor- of DeAth 11 ves to put the .toes of 
your faith to flight •••• 

the eternal victory over sorrow and suffering , 
loneliness and loss , .dnrknes~ nnd disease, de:.ath 
a nd damnation, horror and hell •••• 

J6Lester Srwin Zeitler, "An Investi~stion or t h e 
Io'nctors o f Persuasion in the Sermons of Dr. ' ialter !,. · aier," 
unJ.)ubl1shed Master's Thesis, -Concordia Serninliry, (St. Louis, 
1956), p . 118. 
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Joy i nste- d of jealousy, beauty r ~t her than blood­
shed, a-r a c ~nd pe~ce in pl::.ico of crrief' artd p niah­
ment. • •• 3 , 

compl At e compassion, limitless love, mAtchless 
·r1ercy, .. loriouH gr a ce 1 :fr •·c fore;i veneas. • • • 

:full , free , i"in a l, f 'j_nisbed mercies •••• 

e r m t "'inp.; t he pur suit 0£ paltry possesnions. 

hal f• :w.tJ he · l, s~athe 2n d e trenp:then, comfort 
end cheer . • • • . 

• • • 

In ere" ti r·,f: concreteness and thuR aidinp; inspirPtion, 

tl e £i ,•ures ,,r resemblance are even more im11ort,. nt t h.an the 

fi ro s o{' _gp__µnd . .t\11 the figures of resm:ibl n ,:\.' deP3nd 

upon a direct or iinpliod co11pnrison. They are P-11. a specia l 

v r · nt i o n or t hi:; metapt or. The mo·t a phor is r,9rhnps t he ost 

i :1port ,, nt of 11 the fir-ures of sp~ech. Throug h .a le p of 

t 1e mind the he~ rer is able to r e l te a new unfamiliar ex­

per i ence with a n old perception.39 

;';insto b . .i; . Jones, mldrese. n.p; himf!'elf' to the f i. p.-ur cs o.r 

r _,..eti1t l .q nce , s· ys t h'\ t t h e preacher ought use ever t ~nm·m 

dev· ce for making a thing pl· in by compPrin(" i ·t ,,. ith s ome-

t xrn~ else.40 , 

Broa c:lus adds :\ helpful insi g-ht to t his subject. The 

resei blance ought be 'llade 11th thin,:s th t are co . on ~ nd uni-

37Ibid., P• 76. 

38Ib1d., PI'• 11'!-9. 

39 arri son, .22• cit;, p. 110. 

40Jones, .22• ill•, P• 65. 
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vars.e l , things thQt 11 men 01' a ll times have experienced·. 

He says th t it 1 s impoasib le to a.chi eve this "vibrt tion upon 

the chords of' the soul except by associnting a thou5ht "t;ith 

such i detJs a s mother, child 1 friends, ho:ne, country and the 

like" ; the object to be associated must be familior am in 

i t -=el f com:r:onpl e.ce. li,l 

One 01· the greot est inspirational prea chers of all 

times , c. H. Spur1;eon, was a genius in associ.etinF. grea t 

truthC! with com'llon life happeningD. Blnckwood says, :rhe 

cou l d make commonplace t ruths shine like st:1re in the coun­

try sky. rr42 'l'his ~,as no doubt a m.~jor £actor i n his ability 

to inspire roen . Perry And ,"1h1tesel1, in their book, describe 

his ability this way: 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon wa s an artist in his 
" bility to use word pictures.- l'Jith II highly de­
v~loped but well-controlled imcgimtion, he used 
s imiles nd met a phors .freely, :-ind took most of 

43 hi s 11lustrAtions from the Bible and cor.mon 11.fe. 

Robert G •. Lee, another f emous inopira tional preacher, 

a l so attributes h is success largely t.o bis abi 11 ty to nn ke 

his tho\lghts concrete; he associates ide~s t·1ith familiar 

things. . He calls it " pictur1zin g'' the message. After writ­

i ng his sermon, he reads it over severa l ti mes, ~nd a s he 

1
t-
1sroadus, .211• cit., p. · 221· 

'•2Andrew ~;atterson Blackwood, The Fine Art of Preaching 
(New York: The Mac'Dillan Co:npany, l'tJl.'J), p. W:- -. 

43Farris D. 'fhitesell a nd Lloyd i-i • • Perry, Varietx!!! 
Your ?renching (Weat,'IOod, N. J .: Fle,nlng H. Revell Co., 1954), 
p."""1'27. 



does, he f or,ns pictures in hio irnagtn -i t:1.on ot 1-1ha t he has 

written. n descri b r: his own pre:)cilir13 this ,ay: 

As I pr oa ch , pictures I have crea ted es I read 
over ~y sermons, roll in upon me. Sometimes I 
h:.,ve hsd to create two thousand di rferent pic­
t u1·es :for one ser.non. I turn my language into 
pi ctures , a nd ·pretlch throug h pictures, which roll 
u: 'U'!'Jon mo , and by me/, and Arou nd me, b }" the 
hundreds n s I pre, ch.,.,.,. 
lso to be included in ~he group 0£ f i ~res of resem­

b a nce a r e personii"ication and dr::tmatization. The s e t,.,,o 

dovi cos are ver)r i mportnnt in 1.~ch1 evinv: concrete ness. Per­

soni f i c ti n rests upon trei tin.i:; thing s and cre~tures a s 

thouyh humon . Dr amati z~tion is an attompt to a ct out the 

ori ·ino l truth . The use o i. .. direct quota tions r a ther tha n 

descriptions often i nc;:rea s e s the dramatic tensi on and aids 
I ,: c ncret eneas . ~:, 

J ohn Chrysostom, the "e;olden tongued" orer1cher or the 

er,r ly church , r'lao skill f ul in the tt. e of dr~mati zati on. The 

use of: cir ama tiz~tt · on wns no doubt a ma jor f actor contributin11: 

to tha im.;r1lra ti onal quality ot this greAt pre::.cher. Bro:.dus 

r ecords th~t drama tization aave his sermons life ·hd vi~or 

thc!t could s ca rcel:, be e quelled any other w., y.1•6 

An ex mple or another truly ~r oat ins pira tiona l pre cher 

i-:a s Dwi .h t L . r. oody. Lord Shaftesbury, who he rd ~- oody during 

44Bngl1nh, .2.1?• ~., PP• 320-1. 

45Garrison, .£2• ~•, P• 112 • 

46nro .... dus, !m• cit., J> • )77. 
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the r eviva l in Lonclon, reports: "He had a wonderful power 

for -»ettin • a t .the hearts 0£ men •••• tt47 Here is an ex­

ampl e of a genuine , warm, a nd sensitive tr.an who we1-Jves ne~rly 

all the chords of con.creteness th:.it, with the g"'rment 0£ 

i mFleina tion he mi ~ht enrobe rea lity. Ii"ollowina:, is an ex­

ampl e o.f ; :oody' n m~st e r ful t.ouch which c~n inspire t he im­

nginati ve r eader: 

I can im<G.11,i.n e tha t ·when Christ said to the little 
h a n r} a round Hirn, "Go ye into all the ·,-iorl.d and 
pr eech t he Gospel," Peter said, "Lord, do You 
rer--1 y · ean thE1t we a re to -"O bnck to Jerusa lem 
a nd pre, ch the Gospel to those men thnt murdered 
rou~n r•Ycs , H said Christ " f!.o hunt up th •t man 
th t spa t in .... y f ace; tell him thet he may iJ., ve 
a . e ·•t in Y'y r inf:dom yet. Yes, Peter, r.o find 
th"" t 11 n that made that cruel crown of thorns 
c1nd pl ced it on My bro,11, and tell him I will have 
a crown ready for him when he comes int.a -ly King­
dom, and there ,~;ill be no thorns in it. Hunt up 
t hs t an th, t took a reed ,mp broueht it do~m 
ove1· the cruel thorns, driving them into ?iy brow, 
und 'tell bim I will put a scepter in his hand, 
«nd he sl't.a.11 rule over the na tions or the e #'! rth, 
if he t1ill acce:ot sa lvation. Search .tor the 
Pl"' n tht• t drove the speE!,r into t?y side, a nd tell 
him t,.'lar e is a ne:-rer way to i\iy heart than th,-,t. 
Tell him I .rorn;i vo him •freely, and tha t he can 1_

8 be s~ved i.f he will accept salva tion as a gift."<+ 

47William R. Moody, '!'he Life 0£ Dwieht I,. !-.oody ( New 
York: J.i'leming H. itevell Co., ~)7""p . 2~0. -

Mlibid. , pp . 1.,3 5-~ . 



'i'HE COliCLURION 

Th3 purpose of Chri~tian prea ching ou~ht never be ,ere­

ly to rouse the thrill o f inspiration in tl1 e he.r,rers. This 

- s a s ure w y no~ to acni~ve its e££ect. i'he purpose or 
pr ·•chi n g is to proclt!i m the crucified a nd a scended Christ 

c s I,orct nd S""viour of h<-?t1ven a nd eorth. The .feeling of' 

i ns ir:-t i on can only come a s ~ by- product of" t he pre. char 

wllo love s . eople .. nd who pre"l r.hes .C?ospel t o the needs of the 

peopl o . 

Th inspir, tio 11£1 1 ua lity in pre.rching i s not a static 

const , nt eff ect th{: t necessari l y nccompenies 11 ~spel 

pre:1 cl i ne . Its essence is n.ot eeJaily subjected to an; lysis. 

n ther, it i s a n i ntal'lf(iblo rel~ tive conditio n thPt may bo 

pres nt with cert i n Christian pr eochers in degr eos of' in­

t ons1 ty , nd frequency . ,·ea rly every Christia n pre cher pos­

sesses this r;i f''t in ,,arying de ,rees. There i s no absolute 

possession of this quality as one mi ght possess re~l est a te. . . 
Nor i s this qua lity cc,nr;t:-mt in degree as is a preo.c her's 

baritone voice. A pastor may inspire the majority in his 

audie nee on one occasion a nd leAve them cold t he next. 

This thesis concerns itself with the factors th2; t would 

aid this quaJ.ity to exist in its gre. test de..,1ree of intensity 

arad constancy with e"'ch Christian prea cher. Kirkpatrick 
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wi sely points o ut: 

·-."lli l o inspi r ed prer chi ne; cannot be co mandod, 
t h~- con c i t ion$ thr• t l w&ys exi s t hon it is 
pr esent c on be •?Proxi mated, thus o pening the 
way f or 1napir~tion t o e s sume and maintain 
con t rol •••• 1 

The human £a c to rs of pm:? chl. ug which affect i ns91ration 

a r e f elt .fto m t he joint i mpact of' two langu.:t~es. The first, 

and mos t i mpor t ant, is t he langual~e or the pre-? cher's per­

sonr lity. Hi s por ""onality i s viewod a s the s um tot,l o.f his 

char a c teri s tics . h primary cha racteristic is Christia n 

char:1cter; the preache r mus t bo a mnn 'l ho lives and wal ks in 

t he pirit . Clooal y okin to cha racter is sincerity ; t here 

mus t be tfl..:i r i n ~ o.r per sonal conviction in the pre r-i:cher' s 

11es siii.:o . In Add i t i on , ho oup.ht h ve a coosumin g love for 

peopl e CO'J1bine d i i th. an ea rnest desire to co:amunica t;.e to 

them. 

The se C'>nd l ~n~ ar,e which is a major £a ctor a£~ecting 

i ns i r tion i s th:i t of the tt:ord-~ymbols us ed iri the se r mon. 

Tho pr e1. cher i s an a rti st; he " ri1ust U$8 words to t h e s ~me 

end t h at ot h ers u.se bnJs hes .and chisels.n2 '.l'he pre ?.cher ca n­

not thrust hi s inspiration directly into the he~rts of people . 

He mus t us e words. 'lite words ought be the appropria te s y.nbols 

1Robort \"ihite Kirkpatrick, The Cre~ tive Delivery of 
Sermons ( New York: The nacmillan7rompany, 191,.l,.), P • 2.30. 

21d n s ton E. Jones, Prer. ching am the Dr 11mr.:tic Arts 
(t~ew York: The .-iacmillan Company, N 81,p. 16. 
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to si ,nal the true r efllity in the he~rer's mir.d. Concrete­

ness bes·t serves t hi end. Throu~h concreteness t.1'\e i "Dagina­

tion of t he hearer i s helped to capture the actual re:-1lity 

0 1,• the t r uth th. ~ i s bei ng pr esented. ..hen the hararers 

t hr·oug h t ha use of sense or memory experience t he actua l 

r eality or f;O, ot hi n,., r-:oo d , be utiful or tn9nnin .ful, t h n 

t hey · re most likely to expertcnce the e f fect or the inspira­

tional qu.~ ity . 

One cannot command nor regul tite inspira tion in prea ch1nB• 

Howev r , , . .,hen t he sum tota l or these r ectors are pr esent in 

J:,r eP.cher a nd ser mon, the re will exist a more prob ble medium 

f or ere tion and co. 1municntio n or this qua 11 t y·. Thus, ever y 

Chri3tian r,r e iicher "may con .fidently tre-;d the hig h t-my by 

wh 'c h t h. t fla r.ii n •. · ch riot often descende."3 
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