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CHAPTZR X
THS THTHODUCTION
The Definition

In Christian circles the word "inspiration” is nearly
always used in reference to the work of the Holy Spirit.

In this sense it is used to describe the Holy Spiritis in-
fluence which qualifiecs men to receive and comuunicate di-
vine truth. This is not the understanding of "inspiration®~
#8 1t is used in this thesis. There can be no doubt that
the working of the Holy Spirit through the messepre of the
Gospel iz a vitzl fector for inspiring human hesrts. The
dctivity of the Spirit is not denied; it is taken for
granted.

The objective of this paper is not to view "inspira-
tion” by its theclogical mesning but to consider it as &
humen element, which gquality is peculiar not solely to
Christiasn presching. Iilon-believers, orators, and politi-
c¢ians who do not spesak the messege of the Cospel often have

this pift of conveying an "inspirational quality"” into the

hearts of the hesrers. U&ven in the realm of art, especiolly

in music, this guality is frequently conveyed. Ulonald
Millerl described both Fritz Kreisler and Yehudi Menuhin as

lponsld G. ¥iller, The %Ha to Biblieal Freschins
(Hew York: Abingdon Préss, c.1957), pPe Lh3=L.
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mugicians who were capable 2t times of transmitting this
intangible quality of "inspiration" which was able to dig
down into the corners of the soul.

This thesis concerns itself with the human element that
contributes to the "inspirational” quality in Christian
preaching. Gveryone who hos listened to Christian preach-
ing hag, on some occasion, felt the thrill of being "in-
spired.” ilthoﬁﬁh the experience of this "inspirational®™
quality is universsl, yet an exact definition as to its
nature and component parts is difficult, UWe ere dealing
with an intsnpgible quality. Since it is imrossible exactly
to define the quality of "inspiration" in Christian prezch-
ing, = clearer understaniing of its use in this thesis will
be zchieved by some affirmntive and negstive statements
about it.

As the term is used in this paper, it is used to de-
seribe thot quality which warms the hasrt of the hearers
and enuses them for a moment or successive moments to ex-
perience through imaginstion, reason, and emotion the sensa-
tion of chills pricking the spine. It describes the
momentary stste of being intellectually and emotionally
moved., In an attempt to define this subject homileticans
use various expressions. Hach expression if taken separately
seems inadequate, but when all are taken together, they are
helpful in presenting a bvetter understanding of the subject.

Some men describe this "inspirational qu=ality" as the
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"ereative spark,” "hesrt warming preaching,” "thrilling the

soul” and as being "the extrz plus” in preaching.

in the phrase "inspirational cuality” is used in this
thesis, it is not to be equated with emotions per se., It
cannot be denied that emotions do play a significant role
both in creating end in transmitting this quality. However,
the inspirsticonal quality cannot be neztly identified =s
belonging to the emotional appeal in contrast to the ration-
al appeal. Although the emotions are intrinsically a part
of this guality, the mental activity dare never be absent.
All of the higher responses of man spring from and affect
the totsl man, his mind and emotions.

The ingpirational quality is not to be thought of as
synonymous with persuaaioﬁ. It is possible for a person to
be both intellectually and emotionally persuaded =nd yet
not be inspired. The purpose of persuasion is to induce
helief or influence conduct; inspiration may be considered
& part of the totzl concept of persuasion. Since this paper
does not treat the subject of persuasion, all éttempt has
been made to avoid references which refer merely to persua-
sion in the narrow sense.

After having attempted to describe the subject from
both the affirmative and negstive aspects, the writer nust
say a word in regard to the &ctual purpose oi this thesis.
The quest of this thesis is to investigate the fsctors that
contribute to the inspirational quality in pre=ching. It is
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én investipation of the elements, constituent parts, =nd
fundamental fentures of thig quality. It needs to be re-
peated that the lactors of persuasion, communication, and
#ppeals are not the moal of this paper.

The word "authorities™ will of necessity be repeated
often in the following pages. Thus an understanding as to
what is msant by authorities is in place at this time. In
zenernl those zre called suthorities who have distinguished
themselves through their presching ability and homiletiecsl
knowledge. In most cases the auvthoritics a2re those men who
have published books dealing with homiletics, lectured at
the Divinity Schosl of Yale University, or have bocome recog-

nized as outstanding Christian preachers.
The Limitations

Although this study tends to be objective, yet it must
be admitted that from the nature of the subject both the
observation and the evaluation are limited teo the subjective
Judegment of the author,

Az was previously stated, no clear definition of this
inspirztional quality can be determined. Thus the mers
pathering of material becomes subjective. Hach authority
to be guoted describes this quality in terms that are often
peculiar to himself. In order to gather and organize the .
material relzsting to this subject, the author of this thesis
honestly attempted to determine whether or not the materisl




5

of the authorities intended to speak to the subject at
hand,

snother limitation was the lack of research materiasl
aveiloble on this subject. There was no single volume or
chapter found that undertook a discussion of this subject
48 a vhole, Becnuse of this desrth of materinl, a discussion
of this subject together with its causal frctors csnnot be
neatly #ralyzed and classified 28 one might expect when
dealing with subjects like persuasion, emotions, and com-
munications. The authorities s=aeemed to regard this subject
#8 virgin soil; many of them ignored it 2ltopether, 2
winority of the authorities spent a2 few sentences or a para-
Fraph sdmitting the existence of this quality but then only
briefly or vapuely discussed its czusal factors.

inother limitmation of this thesis is the fect that it
does not consider the vnrying audience foctor ian the body of
the thaoegis, Admittedly, the individual in the audisnce with
his sensitivities and memory is &n important Tactor to be
considerad in this total procesz. This fact can be illus-
trated by considering the example of Jesus and Faul., On
one ocesasion Jesus' words thrilled anmd warmed the hearts of
those who heard Him; even His enemies were coupelled to ax-
¢claim, "Never man spake like this man.”2 On another occa-

sion His words aroused the animosity of those who heard Him.

John 7:46
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The ex mple of Paul is similar. It is rscorded in icts 13
that while Faul preached in Antioch of Pisgidia, many neople
vressed s2hout him snd were thrilled by his meessge. On
anether occasion, Paul, the insoliring prescher, lulled
Sutvchus into = deep sleep.

Thiz theels does not presume to answer all the pro-
blens involved., It focuses its atiention upon the main
factors, from the praacher's roint of view, that contribute
to the inspirational auality in prenching. At best this

thesis is the turning of one furrow in a vast field of study,.
The “ethod

The lack of material together with the variation in
terminology by the various zuthorities has to a greant degree
deternined the method to be followed. As previously stated,
no singcle volume or chapter has been found wvhere this sub-
jeet is treated extensively. This thesis can only set down
wh2t the suthorities sav anbout the subject. Thus the bulk
of this paper is composed of guotations drawn from scattered
references whare it is felt that the author has referred
diractly or indirectly to this problem,

Sinece this revort can only list in a somewhat orderly
fashion how the suthorities regsrd the inspirationsl guality,
many refersnces snd quotations will have to be cited. This
ﬁrocedure necessitates more quotations than uould perhaps
otherwise be desirsble. However, the writer is of the con-

viction that this is the only procedure that will be fair
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to the respective authorities who spesk to this subject and
also .be of greatest benefit to the rsaders of this thesis.

The sacond chapter contains what the authorities have
stated in regard to inapiration in presching in a2 generzl
way. The third chapter sets forth what the suthorities
have to say 2bout the first srea of investigation, namely
the preacher and his personality. It is felt that Christisn
charactar, absolute conviction, and the earnest desire to
help people ars essential, The fourth chapter contains a
report of how the authorities repard the sermonts effect
upgon inapirstional presaching. For additional clarity
selected samples from the sarmons of some grest inspiration-

21l preachers are also included in this chapter,




THE JUALTTY OF "INSPIRATION™ VIEYWED BY AUTHORITIES
Dafinitions

Yot of the zuthorities who grappled with this intanpi-
ble force of the inspirational quality in preachine recos-

the difficulty of their task. In the last chaptar of

-

M

nizec
his book Donnld Miller, speaking of this quslity, said, "it
is # mystery which c=n be experienced, but which can hardly
be put into words."l Booth was zlso aware of the difficult
toek connected with any attempt to define or snalyze this

subject. He commented: "No measuring instrument has ever
been devised capable of gauring the vower of & noble spirit

other men to rirhteousness.? Phillips Brooks

]

-
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#leo was hecitant in attempting to define this subject. I[e
found the thought difficult to express in words.

I spezk of only one thing more. T do not know how
to give it a nsme, but I do think that in every man
whe preaches there should be something of that
guality which we recognize in a hish degree in sonme
man of whom we say, when we see him in the pulpitg,
thot he is & "horn preacher.” Czll it enthusiasm;
call it slogquence; call it magnatism; call it the
gift for prgrching. It ie the guslity that kin-
dles. « + o

lionald G, Willer, The iay To Biblical Freaching (Hew
York: Abingdon Fress, c.1957), r. 1lh3.

2 - 2 -
“John Hicholls Booth, The lusst For Preaching Power
(New York: The Macmillan éompany, 1943), pP. 229

: 3Batsell Barrett Baxter, The Heart of the Yale Lectures
{liew York: The acmillan Company, 195L), DPs 49
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Vinet, being less hesitant, uses picture lanpuage to
describe this quality in physicsl terms. He says it is
the power of making the primitive chords of the =oul (igs
purely human-elements) vibrete within vs. . b Perhaps
the most complete definition of the subject is that given by
Kirkpstrick, Tn o somewhat technical way he states that the
feeling of inspirstion occurs in preaching when the hearesr
receives the feeling that he is brought face to face with
raality. Hisg definition is so complete =nnd compact th-: it
warrants re-readings:

In inspired presching the Divine Reality finds =

veriect, or well-nigh perfect, channel of expression;

tha spesker's powers of perception, resction, z=nd

expression function in one grand harmony as a

result of tha full and free surrender of himselfl

to the Divine control, 2nd th: hearer feels that he
is brought face to face with the Divine feality.

Ly

The Importance =nd Lffect

Both the importance and the power of this quality in
effective oresching was recognized by many suthorities. In
their {irst chapter Perry and Whitesell mention inspiration

as one of the aims in pranching:

“John A, Brondus, A Trestise On The Freparation gnd

Delivery of Seruons (New York: &k, C. Armstrong =nd won,
Ce 1745 y Do 22,

SRobert White Kirkpatrick, The Crastive Delivery of
Sormons (New York: The .facmillan Compony, 104k), Pe 230
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Then there is the need for ingpiration, to set

on fire the krowledre people have, to0 stir up

lagging spirits, to infuse new courspe snd faith

into thntipf hearts. Inspiration is basic to

enlistment.”

Sleeth,7 stressing the importance of this quality, in-
sists that effective preaching must warm the hearts of the
hearers.

Both W, M, 's'.‘.r:y:i.or"'f'i and Charles Reynolds Brown,9 who
lectured to the divinity students st Yale, affirm thzt the
tisk of the preacher is to "stir the hearts znd kindle the
imagination of' the audlence.”

Stressing cnce zgain the value of this quality, Broadus
gays thot the mark of the truly crest preacher is one who

710 speaking of the

c2n "touch every chord of human feeling,
same ability, Vinet adds, "it is in this, and nothing else

that we scknowledge the orator."tl

Sparris D, Whitesell and Lloyd M. Perry, Variety in
Your srehchlnﬁ (UVestwood, N. Je: Fleming H, kevell Co,.,
19)-!-) 3 Pe

7dnnalm Z2e Sleeth Perauasive Pre:chin (lew York:
Harper and Brothers Puél ishers, 19 956) , Pe kb

'baxter, op. cit., p. 217,
%Ibid., p. 2061,

lOAuthur H, Smith, FPreachers and Freaching {Philadelphia:

The United Lutheran Publication Fouse, 25}, Pe 15.

11Br°adus’ _92. c’-t.' p. 22.
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Two Areszs of Study Recopgnlzed

The majority of the authorities recognize that there
are two areas thot must be congidered as one sesrches for
the fzctors in inspirntional preaching. The factors fall
into two classes--one group refers to the preacher a2nd his
personality; the other refers to the sermon or the word
symbols used, Little or no effort is made by the authorities,
#s they discuss the factors of inspirstion, to separate the
delivery {rom the pers:nslity, or the style from the content
of the sermon.

fieu poses for himself the guestion, "What makes it
possible for the sernon to touch, in so intimate a manner,
the wvhole soul-life of a man?® In attempting to answer his
own question, he reveals that both prescher =nd the sermon
are fsctors to be considered.l? ‘

Broadus recognized that both in the person 2nd in his
words lay the potential for conveying the thrill of inspira-
tion to the hearers. When the preacher is stirred or feels
deeply cbhout hie subject, he automaticadly conveys his feel-
ings by the "inexplicable contagion of sympathy.” Often the
same emotions zre aroused in the hearers through empathy.

This he describes ns the direet means of conveying inspiration.

12, Reu, Homiletics, translated from the German by
flhert Steinhaeuser (rinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House,
c.1924), pp. 119-20.

e ——
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Other than the effect of the preacher himself, Broadus says
that one can insplre feeling in others only by indirect
means. By the use of indirect means he is referring to the
sermon. Thmough the use of concrete imaginative word pic-
tures the sensation of inspiration is often ~uakened in the
mind of the hearers.lt

Both Baxterlt and Carrison}? recognize the man and the
messnge as being important factors in insgirstionsl preach-
ing., The effect of the spirit-filled man gains further
impaet by the use of dynamic, imapinative longusge in the
seruon,

Eirkpatrick is perhaps the most emphatic in stressing
the need for a2 consideration of both elements, and he is
#lso the most clesr as to the distinctive relevance of these
two areas of study. Yhenever there is an emotional resronse,
there are two modes of expression that contribute to its
cause, The sermon, which can be reduced to symbols and
words, appeals through the imagination to the intellect.

The impret of the personslity of the preacher defies reduc-
tion to sywbols, end it has largely to do with the emotions.
To illustrate the point that both words and the preacher's

personality convey feeling, Kirkpatrick cites the sentence

138roadus, op. eit., pp. 237-38.

lhﬁaxter, Ope cit.' Pe 28,

15%ebb B, Carrison, The Preacher And liis Audience
(“estwood, M. J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 195L), Pe 231
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"you zre a fine friend" as an example. The word synnols in
this sentence convey 2 thought. However, the meaning of
this sentence can be completely reversed simply by the tone
that the spenker uses when speasking these words, The smo-
tional factor in the prescher himsell is more important than
the words when it comes to conveying this inspirztional
quality to hesrers,L0

althoupzh the amotional impact of the preacher is felt
to be more imrortent by Kirkpatrick, yet he points out that
the grentest intensity snd freguency of inspiration is
schieved when the joint impact of the personzlity and the
words re-inforce, support, &nd strengthen one snother.l?

The authorities definitely regard two sreas as playing
2n importont role in creating the inspirationzal gquality in
preaching. Kirkpatrick gives s fitting suamery to this
thought. In inspirstiona2l presching the minister "wishes
hig conpgreg-tion to sense in his person (emotionally), as
well 2s in his words (intellectuszlly), the reality he is

endesvoring to transmit.“ls

léﬁirkpatrick, op. cite, PPe 45-7.
17ibid., pe 49,
lsIbid ey Do ’32-




CHAPTER ITI
TTUHSPIRATIORAL® FACTOHS IN THE PREACHER
The Importance of Psrsonzlity

The graestest persuasive_force known among men

ie th=t of personality.

fiearly =11 the authorities on speech would agree with
Hexter's stotemant os they devote sections or full chapters
to = discussion of the speaker's personality. Thus, this
uototion sets the stape for the recopnition of the impor-
tance of nerconality in inspirational preaching, This
impact of soul upon soul is nearly the key to inspirational
presaching. V

‘any of the authorities, including ancient Cicero, rec-
ognized that the power for moving men was in the spesker.
He said thet any success in moving the hearts of men was not
due to tslent or skill but to & mighty fire that buraned in
the soul of the speaker.2

Both Farmer® and Booth,* in their respective books,

express the thought that the message can never inspire unless

lpagsell Barrett Baxter, The Heart of the Yale Lectures
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 195k}, Pe 20.

2John A. Broadus, A Treatise On The Prevmarstion 2nd
Delivery of Sermons (ﬁaﬁ'!ork: A. C. Armstrong ond Son,
c-l".95 s Poe ?-3 .

3Herbert H. Farmer, The Servant Of The lord (Few York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 19L2), pPe 90.

hJohn Nicholls Booth, The Inest For Freaching Power
(Hew York: The Macmillan éompany, 1943), Pe 220,
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it is stamped by the intangible quality of him who speaks
it.

Fhillips Brooks does not use the word "inspirstion,”
but he pives classic expression to ths importance of the
personality in effective preaching:

Truth through Personality is our description of

real prasching. The truth must come really

through the person, not merely over his lips,

not merely into his understanding z2nd out

through his pen. It must come through his

character, his alfections, his whole intellectunal

fnﬁ poral being. It must come genuinely through

him.”

Smith recognizes that the true power of the sermon
rests In the Gospel truth itself and in the operating pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit; but he feels that the personality
of the prascher h=s & strange power within itself either to
nar or to moke effective the message., The man behind the
sermon is a vital factor in inspirational influence.6

Both Heu! und Sleeth® add their testimony to the fact
that the vitsl power for moving men's hearts rests in the

kindled hesrt of the preacher himself.

5Baxter, ope cit., pe 17.

Sauthur H, Smith, Freachers znd Preachineg (Philadalphia:
The United ILutheran Pﬁbiication House, 1925), pP. 122,

7M. Reu, Homileticg, translated from the Geraan by
Albert Steinheseuser (rinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House,

c.1924), p. 21,

2Ronald K. Sleeth, Persuasive Preaching (New York:
Harper nnd Brothers Publishers, 19506), Pe 23e
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Kirkpatrick feels that the preacher is the most im-
portant {actor in ereating the ceondition under which in-
spired preazc’ing is most likely to occur. He exprecses
the importance and function of the minister in a precise
and somewhzt technical nanner:
insplired presching occurs when his powers of logical
perception, emotional reaction, s#nd psychophy=zical
expreession function in superdb bhzrtony, while his
entire being is freely surrendered to the Divine
control,:
Judgine from the many references of the asuthorities,
i@ nersonality of the preacher is considered to be the
ereatest esingle factor affaecting inspirational preaching.
The thaesis having stated the 1mportance of the par-
sonality, it will now be necessary to investigate those
qualities of the preacher's personzlity which are most in-
fluentiz) in arousing the inspirational effect upon the
nearts of the hesrers., Baxter records that this effective

power in the prescher's personality defles =an=lysis. He

then saye "the closest approach to a sstisfactory analysis

of his power results from a study of his many characteristics,”

because he concludes that This personzlity is the sum total

of 211 his individual gualities,"10

“Nobert White Kirkpatrick, The Creative Delivery of
Jermons (ilew York: The Macmillan Company, 194LJ, Pe %1 %

108axter, op. cit., pp. 25-6.

!
1
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JYizny of the authorities also expressed sn inebility to
define the elements in the personality which contribute to
the inspirational quality of the preacher. However, most
of them, as did Baxter, pointed out those qualities which

are most often present in the preacher who is inspirational.
Character

Jy repetition snd emphasis the authorities give primscy
to charscter in the list of personal qualities necessary
for inspivational preaching. Character is used here in a
brosd eense; it includes personal piety, exemplary conduct,
righteousness of life, and in a general way describes the
devout Christian who is walking in the Spirit.

Grosdus lists piety as the first of four recuisites
to eflective presching. He states that the ei'fect of the
spesker's character upon the force of the messzage was known
and expressed ysars ago. uintilean puts forth the axiom:
Tin orator is a pood man, skilled in speakinr—;.“‘11

“hile lecturing to the divinity students at Yale Uni-
varsity, Charles E. Jef{erson attributed the preacher's
pulpit power to his character, He described it as "the one
thing essential in a prescher.” This, he feels, is the
foree which causes words to penetrate and to kindle a divine

fire in the hearers.12

1lBroadua, ope cit., pp. 21-3,.
1253xter, op. cit., Pe 23.
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Both fobert F. Horton13 and James Freeman zgree that a
“Chriatly character” in the precscher helps to inspire the
audience. Freemanlh expresses character in teras of a
"divinely gzifted personnlity™:

it is safle to say that thera hss been no grest
preacher who hos riven aen an inspiration to

.

live, whe has not infused into his every utter-

snce something of his own divinely gifted per-

sonality.

Smithld describes character #s an inner life of love
end sscrificinl unselfishness which is achieved through an
intinate rel=tionship with God., John Brown, who delivered
the Yale Lectures 2t the turn of the century, zlso spoke of
character =2s consisting of 2 close comnunion with God. He
noted its importance in transmitting the inspiratio-nal gqual-
ity to others:

there is no substitute for this power and no other

wzy of getting it. It is the soul thzt huas caupght 16

fire {rom the zltar which sets other souls on fire.

James Freeman describes character o&s a deep conscisus-

ness of God. This quality he describes 2s an irreslstable

force in moving 2n sudience:

1vid., p. 35.
liipid., p. 20.
155mith, op. cit., p. 134.
168axter, op. eit., p. 7219.
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There is a2 mysterious and undefinable guality
thot inheres in the man who possessaz in a
large degres the God-consciousness. He aay
lack wany rifts and graces . . . but once we
come into his resence sand listen to his
mesesre we feel the Torce of his personzlity,
the indescribable spell of his geniuf and the
irresistrble power of hiz utterance.l?

Jawatt,lq S5lecthl? 2nd Garrison?? mention how the up=
right example of the preacher is an influence in moving the
hearers. The prescher must be a man who is constontly look=-
ing Godward; he must be a man who is growing in spiritusl
grices., It is doubtful whother his preaching of CGod's grace
will ever be more ef’ective in wmoving others than it has been
in his own 1life. The preacher ¢zn never push men to o high-
er spiritusl level than he is on himself.

hillins Brooks talks about perscnal piety as heing &
vitel forece contributing to inspirational presching. For
Hroaoks, pérﬂnnal piety is 2 primary qualification for in-
epirling the heortse of people:

It is personsl plety, & deesp possession in one’s

own soul of the faith 2wl hope and resolution

which hé is to offer to his lellow-men for thelr
new 1ife. WNothing but fire kindles fire.<

1715id., p. 33.

lsJ. H. Jowett, The Freacher: liis Life And lbork (New
York: Hodder % Stoughton, 1212), De 35e

1981@01‘:!’1, 2. Cito, Pe 224

20%abh B, Garrison, The Prescher And His Audience
(Westwood, N. Je2 Flemiﬁg R. Tevell Company, 195L), Pe 42.

21Baxter, op. cit., pp. 31-2,
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It is felt by most of the authorities thst the Christisn
character of the prescher is 2 prime requisite to inspira-
tional preaching. This qunlitf inspiras the pre=zcher him-
self with ardent zeal. His genuineness, exsmple, and warm
heart goins for him the rood-will and the syapathy of the
hesrars; they respect him and are often moved by his char-

neter,
Conviction

finother important quslity in the prencher's personality
which is closely akin to character 1s conviction, or sincer-
itys Tn this thesis no distinction will be made between
conviction #nd sincerity. Conviction is vital to inspira-
tionnl presching. ULithout this gquality it becomes doubtful
whether the prescher cen consistently inspire his audience.
Uele Cnrnepgie 2¥preeced the need for sincerity in these
words:

Regardless of the pretty phrages a man may ccncoct;
ragardless of the illustrations he may ascemble:
regsrdless of the harmony of his voice and the
grece of hie pestures; if he does not sperk sin-
cerely, these nre hollow &nd glittering trappings.
If you would impress =2n sudience, first be in-
praessed vourself. Your spirit, shining throurh
yvour aves, radiating through vour volce, and
procleiming itself through wvour MANNZL, will
comaunicate itselfl to your =zuditors.

22¢onneth Les Frerking, "The Psychology of Fersuasive
Prasching with special Reference to the Campus inistry”
{Unpublished Bachelor's Thosis, Concordia Seminary, St.
’JOUiS, 1957)’ e 92-
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Spesking of the importance of sincerity, Saith says
that people can be set on fire by sincere warmth of feeling
end conviction of truth., He admits that it is rezlity 2lone
thet stirs the he:urts of men; however he feels that it is
through the positive conviction and transparent sincerity
th=t reslity is most often conveyed to the conqreg?tion.?B

Bdwin DuBose Youzon, in his lecture to the students st
Yale, mentionad sincerity 28 a reauisite guality of the
preachzy. He 2lso notes that this gquality h=s the capacity
for infusing itself into the hearts of the hesrers:

First, there nust be sincerity. The preacher is s

communientor. His convictions pass in some strange

. way over into the minds of his hesrars. « « « IT

he ig = man of strong faith, bis faith willl flow

?agn into others, The first requisite,ﬁﬁhen,zks

sheolute honesty on the part of the prescher,

Sleeth, 25 Béwie,zﬁ and Farmer?’/ stress the importance
of the presachert!s becoming thoroughly absorbed in the trutﬁ
of tha sgerwon until thot truth has got hold of him. With-
out Lhis consecrated spirit the preacher cannot be effective

in inspiring others.

235uith, 0. cite, PP L14~5
?ABaxter, op. Cit., Pe 4l
zsslecth, 0D cj-tc' Pe 22,

26ys1ter Hussell Bowle, Preaching (New York: Ahingdon
PI‘&SS, 195#), De 13-

27Parmer, op. cit., Pe. 33
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William DeVWitt Hyde comments in his Yale lectures that

Ssincerity carries more force in moving an sudience than all
elaborate logical arsuments or calculated =zmotional appeals.
He says "the confident assertion of & man who is transparent-
1y sincere with himself, carries weight with 211 who sees and
feel his sincerity,"”3

[

fen :lso specks of sincerity os being important in

moving the hearts of men. If the preachar speaks “Irom the

depthe of his own hesrt, he will find the way to other hearts

and become to them & fountsin of living water."29
Sperking on the importance of  sincerity, lenry Ward |
Seecher added this comment: ‘
if you are spezking the truth, it is essentisl
tha t those who haar you believe you are sincere
hefore vou can work with them,
Thus, true conviction is considered by the authorities
to be the second most important quality of the prescher!s
parsonality which contributes to the inspirstional quality
in preaching. It is important to note at this point that
conviction must be genuvine. There is no room for prastense
of conviction or fenaticism, 3Sincerity is not to be thought
of us a mere sentimentsl emotion. The conviction or sincer-
ity must flow nsturslly fron ﬁhe preacher =2s the true ex-

precsion of what he thinks and feels. This true conviction

23}3&)(1‘.91‘, OR e Citn' PDe 1&1‘-?.
29Reu, ops cit., p. 76.
30paxter, ope. cit., pe 42,
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is carried by word nnd obscrvation to the henrer. It kindles
his imagination and srouses the emotions which aids in making

possible the thrilling sensation of being inspired.31
Lsarnastness

sarnaestness is closcly related to the previous two
qualities discussed. Character reflects the preacher's 1ife;
conviction reflects the preacher's attitude toward his mes-
sage; earnestness refllects the preacher's attitude toward
the people., The authorities regard earnestness or enthu-~
slesm sas another importsnt factor in the personality of
the preacher that contributes to the inspirational quality.

Hlackwood speaks of esrnectness 28 2 fire in the heart
of the prescher, which will naturally flow into other hearts
and cause them to burn.’?

Both Garrison33 and Broadus3¥ state thst enthusiasm
in commmnication is vital to inspirational presching, If
the pastor is to excite fezling in others, he must feel
deeply himself.

Charles S, Horne, George %. Fepper, and H, W, Besecher

in their lectures to the divinity students of Yale cmpha-

31lproadus, op. cit., re 20,

324ndrew Watterson Blackwood, The Prepasration of Sermous
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1948), pp. 253-5. .

330‘37‘7‘15011’ OPe cit.’ Pe 217.

3"‘}.3r055du5, DOr. Citcg e 236-
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#lzed the need lor enthusissm s#nd zlso deseribed it as a
power that could move men's hearts. Horne2? gaid, "the one
supreme quzlificotion for the ministry is 2 szoul of flame.”
Both Beachar3® and repper37 spoke of enthugsissm as & moving
force thet quickly communicates itself and "inoculates™
people,

Cenuine earnsstness is recognized as a factor contri-
buting to the inspirstional quality in precching, but esrnest-
ness will not be effective if it is employed as sn end in
itself., Veither earnsstness nor inspiration is to be the
roal eof preasching. Snthusiasm must Tlow naturally from the
prescher's own awareness of the wonder of his message and -
from a concern to comaunicate to others. Farmer points out
thet the prime function of the preacher is to convey truth.
The desire to comnunicate is ona of the natursl stimulants
for earnestness. Thus, any manufactured or artificial en-
thusingm will never be effective. If the prescher parades
a8 false front of earnestness, it will soon be detected and
hinder his couse,3?

This renuine ezrnastness in preaching ought to be

prompted not only by the desire to communicate, but also by

BSBExter‘, O« 2!._;_., Pc'llqol
361bid., pe 48
37Ibid., p. 50.

3%Parmer, op. cit., ppe 77-70.
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& deep love 2rd concern for people. Love, understsnding,
#nd 2 real concern for the betterment of the hesrers will
fenerate the true enthuaiasw which is 'so necessary, Charles
“eynolds Brown expressed it nicturesquely when he said that

Juet sseine 2 conpregation oupght to cause the vrescher "to

kindle »nd burn like 2 stesl wire ignited in pure oxygen."39

Both Smith%0 =nd Brosduall recognize thoat enthusiasa

cannot be produced by the prescher's own will; it must rise
naturally from the preacher's love for people and from his

desire to share his messape. His pagsion for =nuls and his

desire to communicate God's grace compels the prescher to
enthusiasm,.

Howie wasg also aware of ths need for love and under-
standing on the part of an inspirational preacher. He
streesed the importance for the prescher to "look upon peo-
ple with = sensitive understanding."hz
Kirkpatrick explains that this love for peorle and this

desire to share the message is very important in creating the

feeling of reality.43 As previously noted, Kirkpatriek

3953xter, op. cit., p. 49,
40Smith, op. cite, Pe 135.

hlBroadus, Ope cite, pPe 237,
I2Bowie, ope cit., po Lle

43kirkpatrick, on. cits, D. 63.
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defines inspirstional presching as that which brings the
hearer to exverience the reality of the truth being pre-
sented ,

Jowett feels sure thot love for people which prowpts
the enthusiasm to comnunicate is the secret of inspiring
Men. If we know, respect, and love people, "we have got the
key into the lock which will open thelr most secret gnte.“hs

“everal of the authorities warned agrinst two negative
charzeter traits which impede inspirational preaching. These
two traits are the very antithesis of love for people and a
concern to help paople. The first of these is selfishness.
Broadusgh® points out that all egotism and =sifish care are
destructive of imegination. It must be }emembered that for
Brozdus the Timagination' was a necessity in inspirational
ereaching. In addition, the egotistic prescher smothers
enthusizem because he is not primarily concernad about loving
and helping people.

Another negative factor which hinders the creation and

comuunication of the inspirational quality is seli-conscious-

ness., It is nearly impossible for the self-conscious preacher

to transmit reality. His focus of concentration is upon

1]
*+Supra, p. 9.

hsJoviett, Db Cit" De 222,
héBroadus, op. cit., p. 401, .
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himself znd upon his owm emotlonal status, end not upon the
message and the people.h7 Tn this regerd, Sleeth points
out the need for emotional stebility in the orescher if he
is to be successiul in moving the audience:
by and large, a healthy emotional life is neces-
sary if he is to be persuasive, for he is re-

vealing himsell and is commuuicﬁtinn on that
level as upon the verbsl lavel.*”

47ys piepatrick, ope it., ppe 220-21.
.’.d

*“510eth, op. cit., pe 60.
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CHAPTLER IV
TINSPIRATIONAL® FACTORS IN THE ZERMON
The Importsnce of the Sermon

o matter how exalted the inspiration of the presacher,
he moves no one until he communicates by words., In addition
to the parsonslity of the preacher, the second major fzctor
contributing to inspirstion in presching is the words used

in the sermon. The inspiration quality cannot bhe communi-

cated by the preacher zpart from his use of words. The
iessenper snd his messape sre indissolubly one &#s their com=
bined force is felt by the hearer. "Preaching and message
“re one crganic whole #s man's body smd spirit are one or-
cenic whole ™t

The szuthorities recognize the importsnce of the sermon
ag a factor in inspirational preaching. Garrison reminds
his rezder, "there can be no resl eloguence without great
ideas." Xo matter how forceful a personality, if he stands

silent in the pulpit he will not incpire men. The first reg-

uisite in preaching is that the preacher has s'methinz to S22

lierbert li. Farmer, The Servant Of The Word (Hew York:
Charles Seribner's Sons, 1942), De 1lhe

~ ?sbb B, Garrison, The Preascher And His Audience
(“estwood, N. J.: Fleming H, Hevell Compsny, 195k), pp. 18=20.
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“ords are, ss Henry Ward DBeecher put it, "pegs to hang ideas
on,"3
Jd. N, Booth also realized thet it was not only ths im-
pact of the personslity thiot moved men, but thst words ~lso
neve the power to stir hearts. "When words paint 2 scene =0
lueid snd clearcut thot the listener sees o picturas in his

own imaginction the emotions are stirred.™:
Reality

The words of the sermon a2re important, but they =rs not
#n end in themselves., If the sermon is to be a factor con-
tributing to the inspirztional quality, it must seek to be
wora than a mere arrzngement of facts and ideas,

Y“ost of the. auvthorities spesk of the sermon's objective
88 heinp thet of conveylng renlity to the hsarers. It is in
this #nd not in the shell of the words that there is vower
to inspire men, Donald G, iFiller reslized thie fact when he
said:

The :a?er to move men soa2s heyond the mere words

one uses, beyond all technigues which can be con-

clouslj acuuired, beyond 21l striving for effect.

The masters in tho art of speach know the differ-
ence between success and fsilure at this point.~

, 33. uchuyler Gnglish, Robert G, Lee (CGrand Kapids 2,
“ich.: Zondervan Publishinr House, 19557, re. 291,

L
John licholls Booth, The uuest For Freschins Fower
(Vew York: The Macmillan 5ompany, 1943), pp. Y Caliaa

5Donald G, #iller, The To Biblical FPresching
(lew York: Abingdon Préss, 105;), pPpe 1lhh-5.
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Thus, the sermon or words are not the csuse of inspiration
but serve ss 2 necesszry aid in stimulating it. The truth
must come.alive; tha combinztion of words used can either
help or hinder in nchieving this poal. Speaking of the gosl
of the sermon, ﬁiller says that it is this subtlie auality of
"rezlity" thst is necessary to evoke human response.6

Other authorities also witness to the noed and importance
of reality in the sermon. Smith confidently asserts: "Reslity
alone stirs the henrts of men."? Bowie also spoke of the need
for reality in the sermon. To the depree that the prezcher
Succaeds ha gives the people "the rsre =m glorious moments
of vinped inspiration.”™ For Eirkpatrick reality is not only
an isrortant Tector in inspiraticnsal preaching, but he makes
it the roz1 of preaching. At times he seems to consider it
synonymous with inspiration. It is his opinion that the
Cause of the feeling of inespiration in the hearer is preach-

ing thet produces in the hearer the feeling that he is brought

{face to face with reality.9

C‘Ibid ey e 11}2-

7Authur Y, Smith, Preachers =nd Freaching (Fhiladelphia:
The United Lutheran Pébiicstion House, 1925), p. 115, ;

B —
“Walter Russell Bowie, Presching (Kew York: Abingdon
Press, 1954), p. 216. A ' '

“fobert %hite Kirkpstrick, The Creative Delivary of
Sermong (New York: The Facmillan Company, LE), P 5157

e o - e —— e=— ——

- ——— g
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In addition to the need for reality in the sermon,
dleeth and Rirkpatrick go into more detsil in describing
what they masn by reality. Sleeth says that it i1s the task
of the preacher to mske things come alive for tha hearers,
The audience must et actual pictures in their minds; there
Must bz participation and identification on the part of the
hearers, "If the preacher has caught the drama of the story
his people actuslly live for a few minutes with the ancient
prophet--and God,"10

Kirkpatriek contributes additional clarity as to the
“@eaning of reality. He points out that reality is not the

M2 2¢ the words or ideas in the sermon. It is necessary

"ﬂ

to distinguish between language and raality, symbols and
fact. vords are not the reality in themselves but they are
Were symbols., Heslity lies much deecper and is more funda=-
nental., Heality is the very essence of the truth. Vords
are merely "black marks on a2 page or vibrations of sir of a
particular combination of wave-lenpths.” The words are only
gecondary; it is in the last analysis the reality behind the
words that is primnry.11

Bowie, in addition to describing reality, which he ecalls
“the pearl of erest price,"12 also pives some helpful examples

%0 illustrate this subject. In the examples he points out how

10ronals K. Sleath, Persuasive Frezchins (New York:
Harper znd Erothers Publiqhers, 6), p. 71.

11K1rkpatrick, op. cit., pp. 18=21,
12ppwie, ove cit., p. 199,
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the authors use words thst have color, feeling, and move-
Ment. Consider the example of a portion of Peter Marshall's
Sérmon. Note how he csuses the listener not only to hear but
also in a2 sense to live within the truth of these words:

There is no disgrace in being homesick. At times,
I have felt the tugzing of thosze invisible fincers
and heard the whispering of those voices. . . «

I hove longed for the nortkland. . . . To sze
again the low stone houses, the swelling hills,
the white tails of the waterfalls.

I wented to hear again the gentle low vol ces of
the women md the music of the gaelic tongue. « « «
te smell the delicrste fragrance of bluebells in

the spring =nd the rhododendron; to hear the

mavis sing . « o 2nd the lark,

T have wanted to see the long twilishts, to look

out over the waters of the Firth, and be grate-

ful to Cod thst there was still more of Scotland

beyond.
In znother sermon Peter Marshall conveyve not only the fact
that there wns = storm or even a mere description of it, but
rather he makes his listeners actually feal =g though they

wWere experiencing & storm.

It was straengely dark. A thunderstorn was blowing

up from the mountains snd the clouds hid the sun. . . .
Pgople looked up at the sky 2nd became frightened. . « «
They stood blinking 2t Tlashes of lightning like

dagrors of fire.

fountain piled upon mountain like froszen thunder, %
Bowie points out that to achieve reality, the words used

should not only narrate or merely describe, but the words

131pid., p. 200.
l4Ibid., pp. 200-1.
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ought =lwso help the hearsr to see, f=al, taste, in his own
mind and senses the truth being presented. ILittle of the
gctual reslity ie conveyed in the statement, "It was a
besutiful view." To espture the rezlity the spesker throurh
the medium of words must convey the exaect nature of the beauty
and the view, When the view has zctually become beautiful

in the mind of the hearer, then reslity hss beun conveyad.15

Imagination

The secret of achieving reality is in what Pater
“arshall once heard his teacher say: "Gentlesmen, in writing

~
sernons, I bep of you, use 2 sanctified ;mapination.“1°

Jince it is reallity in the serson that is the major
factor contributing to the inspirational quality in presch- J
ing, it becomes imports:nt to note that the main ingredient
in the achievement of rezlity is imsgination. Thus, imagina-
tion ie of the utriost importance in inspirational preaching.

siost of the avthorities recognized the importsnce and

value of imapination. Baxter ssid in regard to the preacher:
“In his cuest for reality he must mmke use of imagination,
wnich, 28 the word itself suggests is the formation of mental

images."17 i

151hid., pp. 195-200,

161bid., 0. 195.

178ateell Barrett Baxter, The Heart of the Yale Lectures
(New York: The #¥acmillan Compnny, 195%), cpe 90-1e
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Broasdus obssrves that every true orstor has imzgination.

Wiithout this gift it may be possible for the spesker to in-

struct and even convince, but he will never be able to pene-

trate to the hesrts of men.lg

lack

Jowett expressad it neratively vhen he said that the
of imagination "gives unreality to our preeching.“lg

Kirkpatrick, in his book, discusses the importance znd

funcbion of imaginstion at great length:

Imapination hage the capacity to bring us into an
exnerience of reality 2s completely and definite-
ly =25 actual flesh and blood contact with it.

The wminister, then, must imaginatively create thezo
resrlity of the sermon a2t the moment of deliverye.

Lecturing to the divinity students a2t Yale, Jamés Hdward

cennn eave classic expression to the iwmportance of inagina-

in inspirstionsl oresching:

Imapination, yes, imagination, Cod's great gift to
us, iHlis chosen servants, recognized, developed,

used, it gives us 2 power, 2n influence of unmeas-
ured potentiality; ignored, uncultivsted, unemnloyed,
it rendere us ineffective, cold, dresry and unprof-
itable. Cultivate it, pray for it, strugrele for it,
it ie the golden master-key to OPSf many doors, the

cpen-sesane to meny human hearts.

1250hn A. Broadus, A Treatise On The Freparation znd

Delivery of Sermons (lNew York: 4, C, Armstrong and Son,
C.j-."'.95’, Pe 3_7 °

198axtar, op. cit., Be 73,
20Kirkpatrick, op. cit., p. %l.
2lBaxter, op. clt., p. 80.
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“n example of a preacher who becomes outst=nding for
his use of imapgination is Robert G, Lee, In his famous ser-
mon, "Fay bDay--Some Day," nearly every line bristlee with
imaginative sugrestiveness. Through the use of his imagina-
tion he sucecceeds to 2 remsrkable degree in conveying the
reslity intended. As Lee through his imsgination paints a
picture of King Ahab, one can feel something of his mean,
petty, childish ami ugly nature:

he, a king with a great army and a fat treasury,
w2g acting like a blubbering baby. Cannon ability
wag expressing itsell in popgun achieveme2nt. A
nagsive plant sprawling on the bed like a dwarf
punily peevish! A big whale wallowing and spout-
ing anpgrily a2bout because he is denied minnow
Foodl 4 bear growling sulkily becsuse he cannot
lick » spoon in which is a bit of honeyl An

esple shrizking and beating his wings in the

dust of his own pleasure like a quarreling spar-
row fussily fighting with other sparrows for the
erunbs in the dust of the village streetl A

lion sulkily roaring because he was not granted
the cheese in & mouge trap! & battleship cruising
for a sham battlell<

In another seection of the same sermon, Lee, throuzh the di-
mension of the imapgination, makes the listener actually feel
the horror of ths atrocity when innocent iaboth was stoned:

Then strong hands jerked kHaboth out of the seat of
the accused. Doubtless muttering curses the while,
they drageed him out from among the throngs of
veopla, while children screamed and cried, while
womsn shrieked in terror, while men moved in con-
fusion and murmured in consternstion. They dragred
him roughly to 2 place outside the walls of the

22+ o 5
“*h. Schuyler English, Robert G. Lee (Graznd Rapids 2
Nich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1940), ppe 334-5. !
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city =#nd with stones they beat his body to the
ground, RKeboth fell to the ground 28 lily by
hailstones bezten to earth, as stately ceidar
uprooted by furious storme, IHis hend by stones
is erushed, == egrs crushed by heel of giant,
His lers are splintered! His arms @re broken!
flis ribs are crushed. Bones stick out from the
mags of humon [lesh as fingers of ivory from
pots of red psint. Brains, emptied from his
skull, are scattered about. Blood spatters
like crimson rain. HNaboth's eyes roll in
sockets of blood. Ilis tongue bhetween broken
Jaws becomes still. His mauled body becomeg--
at last--still, His ;gst gasp is = sizgh.
imboth is deades o« o« o

In addition to the importance, description, and example

of imagination, M. Reu and W, R. Bowie respectively, contri-

bute two helpful insights on this subject. HNot only is

-

imagination a necessary tool of the preacher as he seeks to

convey reality, but imagination is also needed by the hearsrs
in order to recelve and interpret reality. ‘hen some indi-

vidunls are not inspired during the service, perhaps the major

cause is thelr lack of imegination. The imaginstion of the
hearer must be trigpgered into action. “In proportion as the :
prescher sets the imsgination at work in his presching, the |
emotlons of his hearers will be charmed,"2%

Bowie makes another significont observation. Imagination

abounds 2nd is nurtured by preachers who are sensitive and sym-

pathetic, The sensitive and sympathetic eye is more spt to

231vid., pp. 346-7.

24M. Reu, Homileticsg, translated from the German by
Albert Steinhacuser (hinnespolis: Augsbury; Publishing House,
c.1924), p. 183,
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find in the countless commnon things of life sugrestions as
to how to preszent the invisible truths of God.??
The emphetic stetement of H. W. Beecher on the primscy
of imepination in successful preaching serves z2s a fitting
summary of this topic:

‘ind the first elament on which your prasching will
largely depcnd for power and success, you will per-
hape be surprised to learn, is Imepinztion, which I
rognrd 2s the most important of all the clements
that zo to make the praacher, But you must not
understand me o mesn the imagination as the crea-
tlon of fiction, and still less as the factor of
emballiishment. The imaginstion in its relations

to art a2and besuty is one thing; e2nd in its rela-
tions to moral truth it is snother thing, of the
most substantial character. Imapgination of this
kind 1s the true rerm of faith; 1t is the power

of .conceiving as definite the things which are
invisible tc the senses,--of giving them distinct
shepe., =~nd this, not merely in your own thoughts,
but with the power of presenting the things which
experience cennot primarily tesch to other people's
minds, so that they shall be just_,as obvious =as
thouzh seen with the bodily eye.<®

Concraeteness

The inner relaiionship of reality and imeginstion =g it
affects the inspirational quality in oreaching is complex,
Not only sre renlity =2nd imagin~tion complex! intangible
factors, but the situation becomes incre~singly difi'icult
when &n attempt is made to determine 2ll the various ingre-

dients within the sermon that contribute to imagination and

25Bowie, o0p. cit., Pe 199

26Baxter, OD. cite, Po 76.
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thus to rsslity. A thorouph classification of the devices in
style which affect imagination is nearly an impossible task,
However, most of the authorities do 2gree that "concreteness®
is by far the most importsnt factor in stirring the imepins-
tion of the hesrers. In this thesis concrsteness will be
considerad in a brozd sense as the device within the sermon
which directly aflfects imaginstion and thus indirectly is a
cause of inspiration in the sermon.

Hoecher drew attention to the iwﬂort'nce of concretensss
when he sald: "that which will touch men most sensibly, =znd
arouss them most affectually, =nd bring them to a new life
o8t cartainly, is that which is spsciftc."27

The need for concreteness as the stimulant for imagina-
tion was ol so stated by Kirkpatrick. ‘The people must be led
to "see, hear, touch, taste and smell" to the extent that
invisible things come into actual flesh and blood conﬁact with
them. Tt is only concreteness that can repeople the desad
realms of the past with moving 1ife.??

Winston Ik, Jones expressed himself csutiously when he

saild thst picturesque and concrete language is usually much

closer to reality.29

27Ibid., pre 135-6.

284 rkpatrick, op. cit., p. 86,

2%inston B. Jones, nching and the Dre matlc rts
(Kew York: The HMacmillan bompany, 9L%), p.
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Farmer stressed the need for concreteness in 211 the
phases of the sermon. The content, style, and presentntion:
are to be peared into the life situation of the hesrers:

€0 that those who listen will be unable not to

sea2 their own world coming through the message

?zr:»pi§teznf§g ?rogghg gug }n an38therwise

uraless rie by a2 hot iron,

Both Garrison3l and Baxter3? warn agsinst shstractness.
They ngres that clority is 2 vealuable aid to concreteness,

Broadus also spoke of concreténess in terms of simplicity
and c¢lerity. "It is preposterous for preachers =2iming at
men's hesrts, to miss the mark by shooting over their hezdg,"33

The chiefl elements that centribute to concreteness zre
firures of speech. According to the method of Gnrrisan,3h
fipures of speech may be divided into two groups; one has to

do with sounds and the other with resemblances. Several of

the most important firures of spesch of esch group will be
discussed and illustrated in the followi ng paragraphs.
The most widely used figuraes of speech thsat have to do

with sounds are 2lliteration and onownatopoeia, Of the two,

30Farmer, op. cit., p. 103.

3luenbh B, Carrison, The Preacher iAnd His Audience
(Yestwood, H. Je.: Fleming 0, Hevell Company, L » Pe 90,

32Baxter, op. Cit., Pe 134
33Broadus, op. cit., p. 393.
3bGarrison, op. cit., pp. 109-10.
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alliterntion is the more commwon device found in inspirational
preachers. It exploits the repetition of the sounds at the
beginning of two or more consecutive words or of words near
one another., UOnomatopoeia also exploits sound; it consists
of ueging words that imitate natural sounds., This sound
sugrestiveness is especially importent in creating atmosphere
and wmood. The sounds convey a direct appeal to the sensory
apparatus of the 1i stener,3?

Dr, Walter a bMaier is an example of an inspirztional
preacher who was n¢ sterful in employing sound figures of
speech., #Alliternstion, especially, was a comuon davice of
“aier; thi s not only holped to clarify his message, but was
alse & factor which helped inspire the hearts of his hearers.
Fesrly every sermon has from six to forty-five instances of
this figure of speech.36 It is well to illustrate some of :
these commnon examples:

cgripped by gloom, dazed ‘and desperate.over the
crimes of Calvery. « « »

the Destroyer of Death lives to put the foes of
vour faith to flight. . . .

the eternal victory over sorrow ard sufflering,
loneliness and loss, darknesrs and disease, death
and damnation, horror &nd hell. « « «

35Tbid.

36Lester Eruin Zeltler, ™An Investigation of the
Factors of Persuasion in the Sermons of Dr, Walter 4. Haier,"
unpublished Haster's Thesis, Concordia Seminary, (St. Louis,
1956), p. 118.

*
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Joy instezd of jealonsy, beauty rather than blood- |
shed, rcrace_and peace in place of grief and punish- |
Ment. « o 3L |

|

complate compassion, limitless love, mnatchless
mercy, glorious grace, free forgiveness., . . .

full, fres, final, {inished mercles. . . «
pernitiing the pursuit of paltry possessions. « « «

help and heal, sgguha snd gtrengthen, comfort
gnd cheer. « « +*- ,

In creating concrateness snd thus 2iding inspirstion,
the lirures of resemblance sre even more iwportant than the
figures of' sound, All the fiﬁures of resemnblance depend
upon 2 direet or implied comparison. They are all a special
variation of the metaphor. The metaphor is perhaps the most
inportant of all the firures of spdech. Through 2 laap of
the mind the hearer is able to relaste a new unfamiliar ex-
perience with an old perception.39 .

dinstoh &, Jones, addressing himeelf to the fipgurecs of
resanblance, says that the preacher ought use every known
device for making 2 thing plain by compsring it with some=-
thing else. k0 - - g :

Broadus adds 2 helpful insight to this subject. The

resemblance ought be made with things th2t are com-on and uni-

37Ibid., p. 76.
38Ibid., ppe 1123-9.
3%Carrison, op. cit., p. 110.

kOJones, on. git., p. 65,
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verszl, things that all men of all times have experienced,
e says thet it is impossible to achieve this "vibration upon
the chords of the soul"” except by assoeinting a thought "with
such idess as mother, child, friends, home, country and the
like™; the object to be asszociated must be familiar and in
iteelf commonplace.hl

One of the greatest inspirationsl preachers of =zll
times, C, li. Spurgeon, was a genius in associsting great
truths with common life happenings: Blackwood says, "he
could moke commonplace truths shine like stsrs in the coun-
try sky."2 This was no doubt a major factor in his ability
to inspire nen. Perry and Whitesell, in their book, describe
his ability this way:

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was an 2rtist in his

sbillty to use word pictures. With a highly de=-

valoped but well-controlled imagination, he used

similes 2nd metaphors freely, and took most of

his illustrations from the Bible and comnon life.*3

Hobert G, Lee, another fzmous inspirational preacher,
alsc attributes his success largely to his ability to meke
his thoughts concrete; he associates ideas with familiar
things. He calls it "picturizing" the message. After writ-

ing his sermen, he reads it over several times, and =s he

*lproadus, op. eit., p. 221

42indrew Watterson Blackwood, The Fine Art of Preaching
(New York: The HMacmillan Company, 1945), pe 59.

b3rarris D, Yhitesell and Lloyd M.'Perry, Varisty In
Your Presching (Westwood, N. J.: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1954),

Pe i27.
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does, he forms pictures in his imagination of what he has
vwritten. ile deseribes his own presching this way:

Ag I preach, picktures I have craated as I read
over @y sermons, roll in upon me. Sometimes I
nave had to create two thousand different pic-
tures for one sermon. I turn my language into
plctures, and presch through pictures, whichk roll
in upon me, &nd by me, and around me, by the
iundreds as I prench.4+

Also te be ineluded in the group of firures of resem-

blance 2

-

'@ personification and dramatization. These two

ces are very importsnt in acldeving concreteness. Fer-

il

dev
sonification rests upon treating things and creatures as
though human., Dramatization is an attempt to act out the
ori-inal truth., The use of direct quotations rather than
deseriptions often increases the dramatic tension and aids
coneretencastd

John Chrysestom, the "olden tongued™ oreacher of the
esrly church, was skillful in the use of dramatization., The
use of' dramatization was no douht a msjor factor contributing
to the inspirational quality of this great prescher. Broadus
records that dramatization gave his sermons life and vigor
that could scarcely be egualled any other way.“5

in exsmple of another truly great inspirationzl preacher

was Uwight L. Moody. Lord Shaftesbury, who heard Moody during

bbpngiish, ope cit., ppe. 320-1.
#5Garrison, Ope. cit., p. 112,
l“ﬁﬁro.'-‘.dus, ODe c’.t., De 377.
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the revival in London, reports: "He had a wonderful power

for getting at the hearts of men. « « «"*7 Here is an ex-
ample of 2 penuine, warm, and sensitive man who weaves nesrly
all the chords of concreteness that, with the gorment of
imagination he might enrobe reality. Following, is an ex-
ample of lpody's masterful touch which ean inspire the im-
agin=ative reader: .

I can imagine that when Christ said to the little
band around Him, "Go ye into all the world znd
preach the Gospel," Peter said, "Lord, do You
re=1ly mesn that we 2re to go back to Jerusslem
and preach the Gospel to those men that murdered
Youi" “Yes," =aid Christ, "go hunt up that man
that spat in My face; tell him thzt he may have

a seat in My Kinpgdom vet., Yes, Peter, go find
that man that made thst cruel crown of therns

and placed it on My brow, and tell him I will have
a ecrown ready for him when he comes into Hy King-
dom, and there will be no thorns in 1t. Hunt up
that man that took a reed ang brought it down
over the cruel thorns, driving them into My brow,
and tell him I will put & scepter in his hand,
snd he shall rule over the nations of the earth,
if he will accept salvation., JSearech for the

man that drove the spear into ¥y side, and tell
him there is 2 nesrer way to My heart than thot.
Tell him I forgive him-freely, and that he can

bhe saved if he will accept salvation as a cift, ke

47w111i2am R, Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (New
York: Fleming H. ﬂeve11'd377'iﬁﬁﬁ)?‘p:'if%t"

- )
hBIp1d., pp. 435-2,



CHAPTIEIR V
THE CONCLUSION

The purpose of Christisn presching cught never he mere-
ly to arouse the thrill of inspiration in the hesrers. This
is a sure way not to achieve its effect. The purpose of
presching iz to proclaim the cruecified and ascended Christ
as Lord and S-viour of heaven and earth. The feeling of
inspirstion ecan only come as a by-product of the prescher
who loves pzople ond who preaches gospel to the needs of the
people,

The inspirstional quality in presching is not 2 static
conatent effect that necessarily accompanies =11 gospel
preaching., Tis essence is not easily subjected to analysis.
Rather, it is an intangible relative condition thet may be
present with certain Christisn preachers in degrees of in-
tensity ond frequency. HNearly every Christizn preacher pos-
sesses this gift in varying degrees. There is no absolute
rossession of thilis guality as cne might possess resl estate.
Nor is this quality constant in.degraa as is a2 preacher's
baritone voice. A pastor may inspire the majority in his
audience on one occasion and leave them cold the next.

This thesis concerns itself with the factors that would
aid this gquality to exist in its pgrestest degree of intensity
and constancy with each Christian preacher. Kirkpatrick
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visely points out:

“hile inspired presching cannot be commanded,

the conditions thet slwaye exist when it is

present can he approximated, thus opening the

way for inspiration to 2ssume and maintain

control. « « &

The human factors of presching which affect inspiration
are felt from the joint impact of two languszges. The first,
and most important, is the languapge of the preacher's per-
sonality. His personzlity iz viewed as the sum totsl cof his
characteristics. 4 primary characteristic is Christian
character; the preacher must be a men who lives znd wslks in
the Spirit. Closely akin to character is sincerity; there
must be the rinpg of personal conviction in the prescher's
eseape, In addition, he ought have 2 consuming love for
reople conbined with an earnest desire to communicate to
them,

The second language which 1s a major factor affecting
inspiration is that of the word-symbols used in the sermon.
The prescher is an artist; he "must use words to the same
end thst others use brushes znd chi#els."z The »reacher can=-
not, thrust his inspiration directly into the hearts of people,

He must use words. The words ought be the appropriate syabols

ln o -
Kobart VWhite Kirkpatrick, The Creastive Delivery of
Sermons (lew York: The Macmillén Company, 194L), Pe 230.

2 s 3
“inston &, Jones, Pre:sching and the Dramstic iArts
(Kew York: The vacmillan Company, 1943}, p. 10.
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to sipnal the true reslity in the hesrer's mind. Concrete-
ness best cerves thie end. Throupgh concreteness the imagina-
tion of the hearer is helped to capture the actual reality
of the truth thst is being presented. “hen the haarers
through the use of sense or memory experience the actual
renlity of somethine rood, bezutiful or meaningful, then
they are most likely to experience the effect of the inspira-
tional quality.

One cannot command nor resulate inspiration in preaching.
flowever, when the sum total of these factors are present in
prezcher and sermon, there will exist & more probable madium
for erartion and comnunication of this quality. Thus, every
Christian prescher "may confidently tresd the highway by

wvhich thnt flaming cheriot often descends,"3

3Kirkpatrick, ope. cit., Ps 216,
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