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Then there is the need for ingpiration, to set

on fire the krowledre people have, to0 stir up

lagging spirits, to infuse new courspe snd faith

into thntipf hearts. Inspiration is basic to

enlistment.”

Sleeth,7 stressing the importance of this quality, in-
sists that effective preaching must warm the hearts of the
hearers.

Both W, M, 's'.‘.r:y:i.or"'f'i and Charles Reynolds Brown,9 who
lectured to the divinity students st Yale, affirm thzt the
tisk of the preacher is to "stir the hearts znd kindle the
imagination of' the audlence.”

Stressing cnce zgain the value of this quality, Broadus
gays thot the mark of the truly crest preacher is one who

710 speaking of the

c2n "touch every chord of human feeling,
same ability, Vinet adds, "it is in this, and nothing else

that we scknowledge the orator."tl

Sparris D, Whitesell and Lloyd M. Perry, Variety in
Your srehchlnﬁ (UVestwood, N. Je: Fleming H, kevell Co,.,
19)-!-) 3 Pe

7dnnalm Z2e Sleeth Perauasive Pre:chin (lew York:
Harper and Brothers Puél ishers, 19 956) , Pe kb

'baxter, op. cit., p. 217,
%Ibid., p. 2061,

lOAuthur H, Smith, FPreachers and Freaching {Philadelphia:

The United Lutheran Publication Fouse, 25}, Pe 15.

11Br°adus’ _92. c’-t.' p. 22.
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Two Areszs of Study Recopgnlzed

The majority of the authorities recognize that there
are two areas thot must be congidered as one sesrches for
the fzctors in inspirntional preaching. The factors fall
into two classes--one group refers to the preacher a2nd his
personality; the other refers to the sermon or the word
symbols used, Little or no effort is made by the authorities,
#s they discuss the factors of inspirstion, to separate the
delivery {rom the pers:nslity, or the style from the content
of the sermon.

fieu poses for himself the guestion, "What makes it
possible for the sernon to touch, in so intimate a manner,
the wvhole soul-life of a man?® In attempting to answer his
own question, he reveals that both prescher =nd the sermon
are fsctors to be considered.l? ‘

Broadus recognized that both in the person 2nd in his
words lay the potential for conveying the thrill of inspira-
tion to the hearers. When the preacher is stirred or feels
deeply cbhout hie subject, he automaticadly conveys his feel-
ings by the "inexplicable contagion of sympathy.” Often the
same emotions zre aroused in the hearers through empathy.

This he describes ns the direet means of conveying inspiration.

12, Reu, Homiletics, translated from the German by
flhert Steinhaeuser (rinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House,
c.1924), pp. 119-20.

e ——
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Other than the effect of the preacher himself, Broadus says
that one can insplre feeling in others only by indirect
means. By the use of indirect means he is referring to the
sermon. Thmough the use of concrete imaginative word pic-
tures the sensation of inspiration is often ~uakened in the
mind of the hearers.lt

Both Baxterlt and Carrison}? recognize the man and the
messnge as being important factors in insgirstionsl preach-
ing., The effect of the spirit-filled man gains further
impaet by the use of dynamic, imapinative longusge in the
seruon,

Eirkpatrick is perhaps the most emphatic in stressing
the need for a2 consideration of both elements, and he is
#lso the most clesr as to the distinctive relevance of these
two areas of study. Yhenever there is an emotional resronse,
there are two modes of expression that contribute to its
cause, The sermon, which can be reduced to symbols and
words, appeals through the imagination to the intellect.

The impret of the personslity of the preacher defies reduc-
tion to sywbols, end it has largely to do with the emotions.
To illustrate the point that both words and the preacher's

personality convey feeling, Kirkpatrick cites the sentence

138roadus, op. eit., pp. 237-38.

lhﬁaxter, Ope cit.' Pe 28,

15%ebb B, Carrison, The Preacher And liis Audience
(“estwood, M. J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 195L), Pe 231
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"you zre a fine friend" as an example. The word synnols in
this sentence convey 2 thought. However, the meaning of
this sentence can be completely reversed simply by the tone
that the spenker uses when speasking these words, The smo-
tional factor in the prescher himsell is more important than
the words when it comes to conveying this inspirztional
quality to hesrers,L0

althoupzh the amotional impact of the preacher is felt
to be more imrortent by Kirkpatrick, yet he points out that
the grentest intensity snd freguency of inspiration is
schieved when the joint impact of the personzlity and the
words re-inforce, support, &nd strengthen one snother.l?

The authorities definitely regard two sreas as playing
2n importont role in creating the inspirationzal gquality in
preaching. Kirkpatrick gives s fitting suamery to this
thought. In inspirstiona2l presching the minister "wishes
hig conpgreg-tion to sense in his person (emotionally), as
well 2s in his words (intellectuszlly), the reality he is

endesvoring to transmit.“ls

léﬁirkpatrick, op. cite, PPe 45-7.
17ibid., pe 49,
lsIbid ey Do ’32-




CHAPTER ITI
TTUHSPIRATIORAL® FACTOHS IN THE PREACHER
The Importance of Psrsonzlity

The graestest persuasive_force known among men

ie th=t of personality.

fiearly =11 the authorities on speech would agree with
Hexter's stotemant os they devote sections or full chapters
to = discussion of the speaker's personality. Thus, this
uototion sets the stape for the recopnition of the impor-
tance of nerconality in inspirational preaching, This
impact of soul upon soul is nearly the key to inspirational
presaching. V

‘any of the authorities, including ancient Cicero, rec-
ognized that the power for moving men was in the spesker.
He said thet any success in moving the hearts of men was not
due to tslent or skill but to & mighty fire that buraned in
the soul of the speaker.2

Both Farmer® and Booth,* in their respective books,

express the thought that the message can never inspire unless

lpagsell Barrett Baxter, The Heart of the Yale Lectures
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 195k}, Pe 20.

2John A. Broadus, A Treatise On The Prevmarstion 2nd
Delivery of Sermons (ﬁaﬁ'!ork: A. C. Armstrong ond Son,
c-l".95 s Poe ?-3 .

3Herbert H. Farmer, The Servant Of The lord (Few York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 19L2), pPe 90.

hJohn Nicholls Booth, The Inest For Freaching Power
(Hew York: The Macmillan éompany, 1943), Pe 220,
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it is stamped by the intangible quality of him who speaks
it.

Fhillips Brooks does not use the word "inspirstion,”
but he pives classic expression to ths importance of the
personality in effective preaching:

Truth through Personality is our description of

real prasching. The truth must come really

through the person, not merely over his lips,

not merely into his understanding z2nd out

through his pen. It must come through his

character, his alfections, his whole intellectunal

fnﬁ poral being. It must come genuinely through

him.”

Smith recognizes that the true power of the sermon
rests In the Gospel truth itself and in the operating pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit; but he feels that the personality
of the prascher h=s & strange power within itself either to
nar or to moke effective the message., The man behind the
sermon is a vital factor in inspirational influence.6

Both Heu! und Sleeth® add their testimony to the fact
that the vitsl power for moving men's hearts rests in the

kindled hesrt of the preacher himself.

5Baxter, ope cit., pe 17.

Sauthur H, Smith, Freachers znd Preachineg (Philadalphia:
The United ILutheran Pﬁbiication House, 1925), pP. 122,

7M. Reu, Homileticg, translated from the Geraan by
Albert Steinheseuser (rinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House,

c.1924), p. 21,

2Ronald K. Sleeth, Persuasive Preaching (New York:
Harper nnd Brothers Publishers, 19506), Pe 23e
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Kirkpatrick feels that the preacher is the most im-
portant {actor in ereating the ceondition under which in-
spired preazc’ing is most likely to occur. He exprecses
the importance and function of the minister in a precise
and somewhzt technical nanner:
insplired presching occurs when his powers of logical
perception, emotional reaction, s#nd psychophy=zical
expreession function in superdb bhzrtony, while his
entire being is freely surrendered to the Divine
control,:
Judgine from the many references of the asuthorities,
i@ nersonality of the preacher is considered to be the
ereatest esingle factor affaecting inspirational preaching.
The thaesis having stated the 1mportance of the par-
sonality, it will now be necessary to investigate those
qualities of the preacher's personzlity which are most in-
fluentiz) in arousing the inspirational effect upon the
nearts of the hesrers., Baxter records that this effective

power in the prescher's personality defles =an=lysis. He

then saye "the closest approach to a sstisfactory analysis

of his power results from a study of his many characteristics,”

because he concludes that This personzlity is the sum total

of 211 his individual gualities,"10

“Nobert White Kirkpatrick, The Creative Delivery of
Jermons (ilew York: The Macmillan Company, 194LJ, Pe %1 %

108axter, op. cit., pp. 25-6.

!
1
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JYizny of the authorities also expressed sn inebility to
define the elements in the personality which contribute to
the inspirational quality of the preacher. However, most
of them, as did Baxter, pointed out those qualities which

are most often present in the preacher who is inspirational.
Character

Jy repetition snd emphasis the authorities give primscy
to charscter in the list of personal qualities necessary
for inspivational preaching. Character is used here in a
brosd eense; it includes personal piety, exemplary conduct,
righteousness of life, and in a general way describes the
devout Christian who is walking in the Spirit.

Grosdus lists piety as the first of four recuisites
to eflective presching. He states that the ei'fect of the
spesker's character upon the force of the messzage was known
and expressed ysars ago. uintilean puts forth the axiom:
Tin orator is a pood man, skilled in speakinr—;.“‘11

“hile lecturing to the divinity students at Yale Uni-
varsity, Charles E. Jef{erson attributed the preacher's
pulpit power to his character, He described it as "the one
thing essential in a prescher.” This, he feels, is the
foree which causes words to penetrate and to kindle a divine

fire in the hearers.12

1lBroadua, ope cit., pp. 21-3,.
1253xter, op. cit., Pe 23.
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Both fobert F. Horton13 and James Freeman zgree that a
“Chriatly character” in the precscher helps to inspire the
audience. Freemanlh expresses character in teras of a
"divinely gzifted personnlity™:

it is safle to say that thera hss been no grest
preacher who hos riven aen an inspiration to

.

live, whe has not infused into his every utter-

snce something of his own divinely gifted per-

sonality.

Smithld describes character #s an inner life of love
end sscrificinl unselfishness which is achieved through an
intinate rel=tionship with God., John Brown, who delivered
the Yale Lectures 2t the turn of the century, zlso spoke of
character =2s consisting of 2 close comnunion with God. He
noted its importance in transmitting the inspiratio-nal gqual-
ity to others:

there is no substitute for this power and no other

wzy of getting it. It is the soul thzt huas caupght 16

fire {rom the zltar which sets other souls on fire.

James Freeman describes character o&s a deep conscisus-

ness of God. This quality he describes 2s an irreslstable

force in moving 2n sudience:

1vid., p. 35.
liipid., p. 20.
155mith, op. cit., p. 134.
168axter, op. eit., p. 7219.
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There is a2 mysterious and undefinable guality
thot inheres in the man who possessaz in a
large degres the God-consciousness. He aay
lack wany rifts and graces . . . but once we
come into his resence sand listen to his
mesesre we feel the Torce of his personzlity,
the indescribable spell of his geniuf and the
irresistrble power of hiz utterance.l?

Jawatt,lq S5lecthl? 2nd Garrison?? mention how the up=
right example of the preacher is an influence in moving the
hearers. The prescher must be a man who is constontly look=-
ing Godward; he must be a man who is growing in spiritusl
grices., It is doubtful whother his preaching of CGod's grace
will ever be more ef’ective in wmoving others than it has been
in his own 1life. The preacher ¢zn never push men to o high-
er spiritusl level than he is on himself.

hillins Brooks talks about perscnal piety as heing &
vitel forece contributing to inspirational presching. For
Hroaoks, pérﬂnnal piety is 2 primary qualification for in-
epirling the heortse of people:

It is personsl plety, & deesp possession in one’s

own soul of the faith 2wl hope and resolution

which hé is to offer to his lellow-men for thelr
new 1ife. WNothing but fire kindles fire.<

1715id., p. 33.

lsJ. H. Jowett, The Freacher: liis Life And lbork (New
York: Hodder % Stoughton, 1212), De 35e

1981@01‘:!’1, 2. Cito, Pe 224

20%abh B, Garrison, The Prescher And His Audience
(Westwood, N. Je2 Flemiﬁg R. Tevell Company, 195L), Pe 42.

21Baxter, op. cit., pp. 31-2,
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It is felt by most of the authorities thst the Christisn
character of the prescher is 2 prime requisite to inspira-
tional preaching. This qunlitf inspiras the pre=zcher him-
self with ardent zeal. His genuineness, exsmple, and warm
heart goins for him the rood-will and the syapathy of the
hesrars; they respect him and are often moved by his char-

neter,
Conviction

finother important quslity in the prencher's personality
which is closely akin to character 1s conviction, or sincer-
itys Tn this thesis no distinction will be made between
conviction #nd sincerity. Conviction is vital to inspira-
tionnl presching. ULithout this gquality it becomes doubtful
whether the prescher cen consistently inspire his audience.
Uele Cnrnepgie 2¥preeced the need for sincerity in these
words:

Regardless of the pretty phrages a man may ccncoct;
ragardless of the illustrations he may ascemble:
regsrdless of the harmony of his voice and the
grece of hie pestures; if he does not sperk sin-
cerely, these nre hollow &nd glittering trappings.
If you would impress =2n sudience, first be in-
praessed vourself. Your spirit, shining throurh
yvour aves, radiating through vour volce, and
procleiming itself through wvour MANNZL, will
comaunicate itselfl to your =zuditors.

22¢onneth Les Frerking, "The Psychology of Fersuasive
Prasching with special Reference to the Campus inistry”
{Unpublished Bachelor's Thosis, Concordia Seminary, St.
’JOUiS, 1957)’ e 92-
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Spesking of the importance of sincerity, Saith says
that people can be set on fire by sincere warmth of feeling
end conviction of truth., He admits that it is rezlity 2lone
thet stirs the he:urts of men; however he feels that it is
through the positive conviction and transparent sincerity
th=t reslity is most often conveyed to the conqreg?tion.?B

Bdwin DuBose Youzon, in his lecture to the students st
Yale, mentionad sincerity 28 a reauisite guality of the
preachzy. He 2lso notes that this gquality h=s the capacity
for infusing itself into the hearts of the hesrers:

First, there nust be sincerity. The preacher is s

communientor. His convictions pass in some strange

. way over into the minds of his hesrars. « « « IT

he ig = man of strong faith, bis faith willl flow

?agn into others, The first requisite,ﬁﬁhen,zks

sheolute honesty on the part of the prescher,

Sleeth, 25 Béwie,zﬁ and Farmer?’/ stress the importance
of the presachert!s becoming thoroughly absorbed in the trutﬁ
of tha sgerwon until thot truth has got hold of him. With-
out Lhis consecrated spirit the preacher cannot be effective

in inspiring others.

235uith, 0. cite, PP L14~5
?ABaxter, op. Cit., Pe 4l
zsslecth, 0D cj-tc' Pe 22,

26ys1ter Hussell Bowle, Preaching (New York: Ahingdon
PI‘&SS, 195#), De 13-

27Parmer, op. cit., Pe. 33
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William DeVWitt Hyde comments in his Yale lectures that

Ssincerity carries more force in moving an sudience than all
elaborate logical arsuments or calculated =zmotional appeals.
He says "the confident assertion of & man who is transparent-
1y sincere with himself, carries weight with 211 who sees and
feel his sincerity,"”3

[

fen :lso specks of sincerity os being important in

moving the hearts of men. If the preachar speaks “Irom the

depthe of his own hesrt, he will find the way to other hearts

and become to them & fountsin of living water."29
Sperking on the importance of  sincerity, lenry Ward |
Seecher added this comment: ‘
if you are spezking the truth, it is essentisl
tha t those who haar you believe you are sincere
hefore vou can work with them,
Thus, true conviction is considered by the authorities
to be the second most important quality of the prescher!s
parsonality which contributes to the inspirstional quality
in preaching. It is important to note at this point that
conviction must be genuvine. There is no room for prastense
of conviction or fenaticism, 3Sincerity is not to be thought
of us a mere sentimentsl emotion. The conviction or sincer-
ity must flow nsturslly fron ﬁhe preacher =2s the true ex-

precsion of what he thinks and feels. This true conviction

23}3&)(1‘.91‘, OR e Citn' PDe 1&1‘-?.
29Reu, ops cit., p. 76.
30paxter, ope. cit., pe 42,
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is carried by word nnd obscrvation to the henrer. It kindles
his imagination and srouses the emotions which aids in making

possible the thrilling sensation of being inspired.31
Lsarnastness

sarnaestness is closcly related to the previous two
qualities discussed. Character reflects the preacher's 1ife;
conviction reflects the preacher's attitude toward his mes-
sage; earnestness refllects the preacher's attitude toward
the people., The authorities regard earnestness or enthu-~
slesm sas another importsnt factor in the personality of
the preacher that contributes to the inspirational quality.

Hlackwood speaks of esrnectness 28 2 fire in the heart
of the prescher, which will naturally flow into other hearts
and cause them to burn.’?

Both Garrison33 and Broadus3¥ state thst enthusiasm
in commmnication is vital to inspirational presching, If
the pastor is to excite fezling in others, he must feel
deeply himself.

Charles S, Horne, George %. Fepper, and H, W, Besecher

in their lectures to the divinity students of Yale cmpha-

31lproadus, op. cit., re 20,

324ndrew Watterson Blackwood, The Prepasration of Sermous
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1948), pp. 253-5. .

330‘37‘7‘15011’ OPe cit.’ Pe 217.

3"‘}.3r055du5, DOr. Citcg e 236-
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#lzed the need lor enthusissm s#nd zlso deseribed it as a
power that could move men's hearts. Horne2? gaid, "the one
supreme quzlificotion for the ministry is 2 szoul of flame.”
Both Beachar3® and repper37 spoke of enthugsissm as & moving
force thet quickly communicates itself and "inoculates™
people,

Cenuine earnsstness is recognized as a factor contri-
buting to the inspirstional quality in precching, but esrnest-
ness will not be effective if it is employed as sn end in
itself., Veither earnsstness nor inspiration is to be the
roal eof preasching. Snthusiasm must Tlow naturally from the
prescher's own awareness of the wonder of his message and -
from a concern to comaunicate to others. Farmer points out
thet the prime function of the preacher is to convey truth.
The desire to comnunicate is ona of the natursl stimulants
for earnestness. Thus, any manufactured or artificial en-
thusingm will never be effective. If the prescher parades
a8 false front of earnestness, it will soon be detected and
hinder his couse,3?

This renuine ezrnastness in preaching ought to be

prompted not only by the desire to communicate, but also by

BSBExter‘, O« 2!._;_., Pc'llqol
361bid., pe 48
37Ibid., p. 50.

3%Parmer, op. cit., ppe 77-70.




