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j,net, ai ne less hesit"'nt, uses picture l~nruae;e to 

describe 't 'lis qu&lity in physica l t erms. Ho says 01i t is 

the power of mak i ng t he pri . itive chords or the soul (it s 

pur ely hurn::m· eloment;s) vlbr te •dthin us •• • n4 

t,he ost compl ete de.Cini tion of the subject is t.h:Jt ,.;. ven by 

Kir lf: p trick . In :, somewh~t technlc l \,;'" y he st~tes tha t the 

.rcseli ng of .i nspir,,t.:l~n occurs -:.n l:'reachinl! when the hearer 

receives the feeli ng th1-1t he 1 s brought .face to face with 

r a;ili ·ty . I is definition is so complete : in c·om -;ict t , .. ;;. it 

m:rr:mts re- re di n,P': 

Ir1 in pir0d pr e&chirtg the Divine ReRlity find~ a 
orrect, or ,.-:ell-ni gh per ~ect, chan11cl of ex res;"'ion; 

the ·peE'ker' s powers of perception, re~ction, e:'ld 
e~pr es. ion unction in one r and h~rmony as ~ 
l'"O!=.U l t of t ha f ull anrl free surrender of bi :nself' 
t.o the Di i ne control, en• t h? hearer feels th t he 
is ': rou ht f 3ce to face •1it~h the Di vi ne R~ality.5 

'i'he Jmportance nd £feet 

Both the importance nnd the po,,;er of this quality in 

ef .f ect ive pre"'chi'ii?.; was recor,ni zod by many authorities. In 

t air first ch:r pter 1 erry nnd i"i! "ltesell mention inspir.ntion 

s one of the ai:;1s in prenchin~: 

l+John s.. Bro:•dus, A Tr eatise On The Pre er ation rnd 
- ~- l'!-Deli,,ef: 2l Seru'lon.s (l~ew Yorlc: r,. ~. Ar mst r ong and -1on, 

c.liif95, P• 2::?. 
5Robert 'White K~rkpatrick, 1'he Cr1:1· tive De.livery: gt 

S r mons (Mel\' York: 'l'he .. facmillan Cornpa.ny, 191:41, P• 230. 
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~hen there is ~he need £or inspir~tion, to set 
on £'ire t he k ro·wledr,:e people h:➔ve, to stir up 
l ~p-gi nr spirits, to i.nfuse ne,• cour~ge -:ind f a ith 
"lnt.o f nint iPiF he1.1rts. InspirPtion is b~sic to 
enlistment.·' 

Sleeth, 7 stres sing the importance or this quelity, in­

sists t h l:lt e £fect1 ".te preaching inust warm the hea rts of the 

hec.1 r ers. 

Do·th •· • l-1 . ·ra ylor-- a nd Charles Reynolds Bro·un, 9 t·1ho 

lectured to t h e divinity .. tudents a t Yale, affir·. th2t the 

t uRk of' the pre char is to '' tir the hearts a nd k1. dle the 

i ma.r=i na tion of t he a udience. ' 

3t r e s si ng once ~g -in the va lue of' this quality, Broadus 

, rs th: t t he ma rl or the truly ~re(l t prettcher i s one who 

c ri 0 t ouch every chord or human .feelin~."lO Speaking of the 

a e ability , Vinet adds, "it is in this, and 11.ot hine else 

th. t \".ie ncknowledge the orator. nll 

6 12rris o. tlhitesell ~nd Lloyd M. Perry Variety ,!n 
Your .Pr e chintt. ( \'Jestwood , ~. J .: Flemint' H. Revell do., 
!9"54) , p. 21,.. 

. . 
71 ona l d .; . Sleeth, Perauru;ive Prer1chinr;; (i ew York: 

llar par and Brothers Publishers, 1956), P• 45. 

• Baxter, .22• ill•, P• 217. 

9tbid., P• 261. 

lOAuthur H. Smith, Preachers !!!!!!. Prei,ching (?hiladel. hia: 
The United Lutheran Publicetion House, 1Q25), P• 15. 

llDroadus, .21?• ill•, P• 22. 
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Tt10 Ar es s of Study Recognized 

The ajority of the authoriti e s recoP,ni ze thnt there 

a re two i:l r ea s thnt mu s t be consi dered as one se rches .for 

t he r ~ct or s :i.n inspir. tionel prea c hing . The f a ctors fall 

i n·to t wo clas ses--one p·roup r efers to the pr eoc he r and l i s 

pe r ·ona l i ty; 1~he other re f ers to the se:r'non or the word 

symbols used . Li t t l e or- no e f fort is mo.de by the au t hor ties, 

ns t hey di ~cuss the £a ctor s of i nspir tion, to ~epar ~te t he 

clelivery f rom t he per~ ;nelity, or t he style f rom the content 

ot th e s e r·=ton. 

cu ,osc:HJ f'or h i msel f tha que stion, " ,iha t rn.: kes it 

possi ble for t he ... a r non to t ouch, in so intimate a manner, 

the \·, i ole s ou 1-lif e of a ma n?~' In att.e mptin,: to n swer ,is 

O\-m f Ue~t :lo n , he r ever•ls t he1 t both pre:;cher Pnd t he sermon 

~re £ .. c tors t,o be considered .12 

Bro2dus r e co , nized tlr t both in the person a nd i n his 

words l a y t he pot ential f or · conveying the t hrill of ins t r a ­

t :ton to t he hearers . \hen the preacher is s tirred or fee ls 

d e pl y bout hi s sub j ect, he automatical>ly conveys h is f eel­

:i.ngs b y t he " ine.:-cplicable con t a ion of sympat hy." Often the 

; 111e emoti o ns ar e a roused i n the he arers throu~h empathy . 

This he describes Hs t he direct means of conveyin-~ inspir tion. 

12i-·. Reu, Homiletics, tra ns l a ted from the Ger mnn by 
Al bert St cinht\euser U-'1.nnenpolis: Aur,sburg Publiahi ng House, 
c.1924) 1 pp. 119-20. 
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Other t han t he of f ect 0£ the pre$cher hi msel ~, Bro~dus says 

t h t one c n i. n c.•pi r e f eeli n p.; in othere only by in<iirect 

means. By t he use of indi r ect means he is referrinz to the 

sermon . Throu h the us e 0£ concrete i ma~inotive ~-,ord pic­

t ures t he ·ensirtion o~ inspirntion is often ;, !,-. 'k .ned in t he 

mi nd of' the he ~re r s •13 

Doth Baxterll1- a nd 0:u •ri sonl5 r ecpgnize th e man a nd th e 

me s, p:.e a s b.e in~ l mpor t ant f a ctors in i ns pir o? t iti n-1 pr e:-ch­

ing . The e£fe ct of t he opirit-£1l l ed man yains furt he r 

i mpact by t he use 0£ dynomic, i ma~inat.ive l ~ngusee i n t he 

Kirkpr t r i ck i s perha pEI the most emph,gt i c i n s tress ing 

the 11 ed .for· e consi d a r :'!tion of both elements, and he is 

• lso the 'llost cl oar as to the di s t 'lncti ve relev nee of t hese 

t wo are i,s of study. t',ne never there is an e. tot iona l re s~onse, 

t here r e ·two mode s of expression t ha t contribute to i t s 

cause . The ser mon , wh ich c an be reduced t o s ymbols nnd 

wor ds , Ap!)e l a t hroufih the i m::tg i.na tion to t he i ntellect. 

The i mp:-ct of the per sona lity 0£ t he prea cher de.fi~s rerluc­

tion to sytr.bols, end it ha s l arp:ely to do i. rith t he emotions. 

To illustr.: te the point that botl words and the pre~cher• s 

per son.ality convey feeling , Kirkpatrick c i t es t he s entence 

13s roadus , .2.e• .!:ll•, PJ> ■ 2)7-)8 . 

14aaxter, !m• ~., p. 28 . 
lS.-Iebb B. Garr i s on, The PreP.cher And His .mdience 

( \'~est wood, N. J .: Fl a,ninc7r. Revell Compan"y-;-1954), P• ~31. 



"you ~r e tins fri end" ns ttn cY. mple. The ,.-1ord sy,nbolo in 

thi s $enter1ce convey e thou:,::ht. Howovar, t he ,;,a ning or 

this sente nc Cil ct1n be completely rev.rsed simply by the tona 

thnt t.ha } enker uses ~·1hen spe· king thcso words . rrh.e emo­

ti.onnl f, ctor in t he pr e , ch0r hi m~el.t i. morn i 11port nt t h n 

t he · or di:; when it c omee to conveyin~ ·this i ns i:r;itiona l 

qu t1lity t,o he,• r e r ... . 16 

; l thoun:h the motiona l i mpact oi' the pr ec!cher is felt 

to be more i m" ortnnt by Kirkp trick , yet he points out tha t 

t he ,r e. t est ·intensi ty r n d fre'-1uency 0 £ in spir;:.tion is 

~chieved 1hen the j oint i mpnct of the er~onµlity and the 

'I: ord r c - inforce, s upport, md s tren~then one not.hor.17 

'l:ho e uthori tias definitely re,P-'nrd t \•10 a reas as pl~ying 

;>n i 'l!port., n't role in crera tinp. the inspira tional qu :-li ty in 

prenchin~. i1•kpatrick F,ives a fit t ine UGll ry t o this 

thoue:ht. In inspir tionc1l pr e .. ching the !llinis~ar 1''.':ishec. 

hi a corie r e~- t ion to sense in his pe rson ( e,notionAlly) • s 

well P s in his uords (intellectuFlly), the r e~lity ho i s 

e nde,_.vorin~ to tra ns t?tit." 18' 

16K:lrkpE trick, .21?• ~., PP• 1~5-7 • 

17Ibid., • 1.9. 
18IbicJ., P• ~2. 



CH 1 T~R I TI 

The I mporta nce of Persone 11ty 

~he ,re. test pe r suasive £orce known among men 
i s t h~ t of pe r sonal ity.! 

·Je a r l y t•l l t h e a ut.horit.1.es on s peech ·>1ou l d a p.ree id t h 

8:--xter' s nt :•t e ment t·s t hey devote sections or f ull chApters 

t o di s cu~·sion of the spa. ker' s pe r s onality . Thus , t his 

11uot tiic>n s et s t he s t AfiC: f or t· e recovnition of the i npor­

't nee or . er onrn li ty in inspiratio na l pre a chi ng . 'l'hin 

i rnp, c t. o f soul u on soul is ne arly the key to i nspir f4 tiona l 

pr e:• chi nr. • 

. ·Jany of the authoritie s, including anciFJnt Cicaro , rec­

ogni zed tha t the power f or movin (( men i'i'a.s in ·the snen!cer. 

He said t h t Qny succe~s i n movin~ the he arts or rnen was not 

due t o t.;,l e11t or skill but to a mighty :fire thnt burne d in 

the soul of the speckar. 2 

Both F:ar.1er3 Bnd Booth,4 i n their respective hooks, 

ex ;>r ~ss the t houy.ht t ht, t the e ssE1!)"e c;-;,n never inspire unl e ss 

1-eatseli Barre tt Baxter, The Heart or the Yale Lectures 
(Naw York: The Macmillan Co,1paiiy'; 195,.,);--;. 26.-

2John A. Broadus, A Trea tise On Tho Prevar ation a nd 
Delivery or Sermons (New York: A. tr; Ar mstrong end ilon, 
c.1195), p":' 236. 

311erbert ff. F'armer, '!'he Servant or The t'lord ( tlow York: 
Charles wcribner• s Sons , l91;2 ), p . 907 --

4John fi'icholls Booth, The ~uest 1"or Fre.,chinp . O\•:e r 
(t,tew York: The Macmillan Company, 1~~43T"; P • 228 . 
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it is s t..mped by the intangible quality or him who speako 

it. 

Phillips 8rooks doe s not use the word " inspir~tion, n 

but he ,:i ves classic cxprasr ion to t h:J importance of the 

personality i n erfective prea chinF,: 

I·ruth throup.;h Personality iD our description of 
r e~l pr a chin!'I' . The truth •nu.st come r-er. lly 
thraJp h the person, not merely over hi s li ps, 
not merely into his understanding :md out 
t hroup:h h i s pcm. I t must come throut~h hi s 
character, h i a f f ections, his :hole i ntellectual 
and ~oral bei ng . It must come denuincly through 
hi m. :, . 

S111i th reco~ni ze s th t the true power o:f the s ermon 

rcs~s in the Go~pel t ruth itsel£ and in th e operating pres­

ence o.r the IIoly Spirit, but he f'eels thP t the personality 

of the preri cher h- s .. strr n,;e nower \'lithin itt:elf either to 

•n-r or t o inoke effective the mas sage . The man behind the 

ser "ilon i s a vita l f a ctor in inspira tion~l ir1.fluence. 6 

Both eu? imcl Sleeth add their testimony to the ract 

t ha t the vit.,) l power .for• mpvine; rnen's he .. rts re~ts in t he 

ki ndled ha!!irt o.f the preuchcr himself. 

The 

5BAxter, gg. ill•, P• 17. 
6;\uthur H. Smith, Pr eachers and Pre a ching (l'hil~riAlphi2H 

United I,utheran ub11ca tion House, 1925), P• 122 . 

7;.1 . Rau, Homiletics, translaterl fr01'0 the German by 
Albert S•teinh~euser (.anr1e apolis: Augsbur,:- Publishine; House, 
c.19?.4), P • g1. 

Ronald K. Sl eeth , Persuasive PreAchinj (~ew York: 
Harper t:nd Brothers Publishers, 1956), P • 2· • 
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ICirkpa'iir ick fee ls tha t the pre:iche r is the most i m­

portant r ct.or i n creating t h~ condit l on under which in­

s pired pr s a c~.l n~ i s "!\Ost l ikely to occur. He expre~ses 

t he i n1port ance a r.d function of the minister in a precise 

and ~ome~h ~t t e chni ca l ~anner: 

inspired pr<'~aching occurs t·.•hen his powers or logica l 
percept i on , e :10tio nal r eaction, nd psyc ho phys ic 1 
ex»res "'ion function t r1 s uperb h~r :Gony , · hile hin 
ln-cire b~ing i s f r e e l y s ur rendered t o t he Divine 
ontrol.9 

-Jud .,ln~ f'r om t he m3ny ret·er ences or the authori ties, 

the pergonnl i t y of t he preac h01" is considered to be the 

,rroa t est in1:le r ~ctor a.f('ecting ins pire tional prea chinp . 

'!'he th Fds having s t ated the importance or the per­

s on -lil~y, it ,,1ill no,1 be n ecessary to inves tiga te t ho s e 

qu, li.ties of t h o pre a cher's personBlity which a re rnost in­

fluentia l in a rousing the inspirational effect u pon the 

he&rts of the heGrers. Baxter records thnt thi s eff ective 

pot·1er i n the pr eAcher' s personality defies a n~lysi s . He 

then s oys " the closes t appronch to a satisfa ctory Ana l y cis 

of his power r e sults f rom a study of hie many cha r ~cte risti c s,~ 

because he concludes tha t "his persona lity i r- the sum total 

or oll his individua l qua lities."10 

9.Robert ?Shite Kirkpatrick, The Creative Deliveq of' 
Ser one O aw York: ~he MacniilJ.anC;ompany, 1944), P• ~lJ. 

10Baxter, .!!E• ~., pp . 25-6. 
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:iiany of the a.uthorities a lso expressed an inability to 

define t he elements in the personality which contribute to 

the inspir tiona l quality or the pre cher. However, most 

of them, a s di d Baxter, pointed out those 'lua lities which 

a re =no t o f ten present in the prea cher \1ho is inspirational. 

Character 

3y repet5.tion ii nd emphasis the authorities f ive pri nacy 

to chor ~cter in the lir.t of persona l qualities necossary 

or in, pi At1.on l. pr enchine: . Clrnracte r is used hare in a 

broad ~en.sei it :i.ncludes perFona l piety, exempl ry conduct, 

ri ,·h eousne ss ol' life, nnd in a e:eneral ~,ay deacribes tho 

evout Christian ·ho is talking i n t ho Spirit. 

ro dus lis t.s pioty ::is the fir t of four raquisites 

to e f'i"ective pre·1chine . He states thr-t the e-ffect ot the 

s e@ker' s cha.r, cter u.pon the, force of" the rne~~a ge ·m s known 

and expr es~ed years aeo. ~,uintilean putn for'th the axior-1: 

" .n orM;or i . a mod man , skilled in spent ing . •11 

•.:hile lecturin6 to th3 divinity students a t Yale Uni­

versity , Cha rles E . Jer ers on a ttributed the vra·cher's 

pulpit power to his ch racter. He described it as "the one 

thin~ essential in a pro~cher." This, he feels, is the 

f'orce •1hich causes words t.o penetrate and to kindlo .:, oi.vlnc 

fire in the hea rers.12 

11Broadus, 21?• £ll•• PP• 21-1. 

12saxter, .2l?• cit., P• 2). 
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oth Robert F. Ilorton13 and James lt"reer:mn &grea th;it a 
11Christly cha r a cter" in the 1>re"!'cher helps to i nspire the 

audi ence. ' roam n14 expresses character in ter~s of a 

"divinely 7.i f ted per$on- lity': 

I t i. Sf1.Ce to say t.21 t there h~ s been no ~reat 
pr e., cher who h :-- o :r_iven 'ilen an inspiration to 
l i ve , \• lo hp s noii "nf used into his every utter­
~nce something of his otm divinely F.ifted ?er­
'-'OnAlity. 

S~i t h1 5 de ~cri e s ch~r cter ~s ·e n inner life of love 
I 

a11d s c rif icinl unselfishness ·h ich is nchieved t 1r ugh an 

i.nti 11 te r e L- t1ons hip '1 1th God. John 'Rrot-m, t•Jho delivered 

t P. '.'ti l e tectures et. tho turn of the century, a l so spoh a or 

cha r 1.cter P. s consist'lnr. o.r a close c01J11 union ;,,i th God. He 

not ed its i .. ort nee i n trHns itting the ins ir~t i"' n 1 (!ual­

i ty ·to othe r s : 

the;~ i. s no s ub stitute for this power and no other 
~,r.; y oi' ettin1 it. It is the soul tru t h··o c · u t•ht 
f ire f"rom the :-:a ltar which sets other soul on .f'ire •16 

J · :11es Freeman describes ch~racter l"S a deep con .. ci :>us-

ne ~s of God. This quality he describes ~s an irresistable 

force in movi n~ an udience: 

l)lli,g,., P • 35 • 

l ~Ibid • , 'P. 20 • 

15. mith, .2.R• ill•, P• 134. 

l6aaxter 1 .su?• ill•, P• 219. 
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There is a iy oterious a nd undefin&ble quQlity 
th: t ir,heres in the man ,·:ho posse ses in a 
lar(!,e degree the God-consciousness. He may 
l a ck ·.nan:,"' r•i f t s nd r~-races • • • but once ·:e 
corno ir to h i r·esence nd lis ten to his 
,aes. t;.r,:e ue .fe e l the force of his person~ili ty, 
the indesc1"ibable spell 0£ his eenius 1tnrl the 
·· rres i n·t Able po :er of hia utter~nco.17 

Jowett,,1"' Sl e c th19 a nd Garrison20 ilien,tion how the up­

rip;ht CXfJmplo of the prea cher is a n inf'luer1ce i n ovin the 

'l-te::1r e?'s . The pr eAcher mui:;t be a man 'I.- ho i s con Fit· ntly look­

in . Godwr. r f ; he 1il\ :;t be a 1an v:no is r.;r oti,i ng in s piri tu 1 

p.r , ce s . It i ~ doubt f ul wh- ther 'hi s pr,3e cl ing of ,.od ' s r a ce 

will eve,:- bo :nore e f : e,ctive in 1novint.i= others- t h ' ,r. it. hos be r-i. 

-t n hi s ~w,, l.if a . ' he p r che r c an never push nen t.o a 'li fh­

~r SP:i.ritu.: 1 l evel t hen b e :i s on h i mself. 

hilli . s Bl'·ool a t ~lks r bout ,er an 1 piety As :,einp: ~ 

vit,·l force con t r ibnti. nr. to insnirG.tiom;l pre~ching . }'or 

t 1--ooks , pel"l?Onf!l p i ety i s a pri 'tk"tjry quali£ication xor ir:­

c:pirine the i e :: r ts of eople: 

It. is per s o n:. l piety , ~ deep possession in one's 
own soul of t he rs ith a nd hope arrl resolution 
~ bi ch ha i s to offer to his f ellow- -nen for

1 
t ha·· r 

n e,;1 life . •othing but t·1re kindles f'ire. c 

1·7 ~., P• :n. 
16J. H. Jowett , The Pre~cher: His Life And ~fork ( New 

York: Hodcer ~ Stough'tiin, 1912), p. 35.- - -

l 9&1aoth, .9.2• ill•, P • ~n. 
2O11ebb B. G1trrison, The PreP. cher And His · udience 

p ;estwood, N. J .: Fle,:Jine7r. f<evell Company,1954), P• 42. 

2l s axter, ga. cit., pp. Jl-2. 
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It is fcl t by snoEJt o~ the ~uthorities thli t the Chrl ,;ti2n 

char a cte r or the pre cha r is a prime roquisita to insoire­

t ionnl pre chinp. This ~uRlity inspir~s the pre~cher hi~-

el.f with , r , e nt zeal . His genuiraene so, exc1mple, anrl ~,arm 

he rt r:oins r or him t h e_ rrooti- ·111. cand the sy ,np:ithy or the 

he 1 e r .; t hey ros ect hi and are of ten moved by his char­

.- cter . 

Convit::tion 

nother irnportant qu.=,lity in the pr e:-,cher' s ,ersonality 

nic h iG clo~aly kin to chArficte r is conviction, or sincer­

ity . In this thesis no di at:lnct ion \d l l e m~da bet ,~een 

conviction ~nd since rity . Convic~ion is vit~l to ins >ir -

ti.on 1 -;,re:, chi n • · ,ithout this u-:11 ty it becom a doubt 1'ul 

•het . r tho pr . c,er c ~n consistently in spire his ~u i enco. 

De l e Unrne1,;-le ~- oresc,e ri t he need fol" sincerity in these 

·,ords: 

Ref"~rdl e~s of t he prot. ty phr sas "13n •1ay c oncoct; 
r e .~ rdless of the illus tra tiona he mPy a~~:.oruble: 
r 9~~rdle~ s of tha h r mony of his voice ~nd the 
r;r? ca of !1i s r..c 'tnres; i f he cloes not s pe r k --in­
cercly, t hese ~r e ollow ~nd F.litterln~ trPpping~ . 
If you would i wpres~ , n r.udience, fi~st be im­
press ed yourc:elf. Your 091rit, ::;hinin~ throu h 
your eyes, r :-:idia tln ,: throu .. h your voice, and 
proclpi.:nin,r. itself i;hrou eh your 'llann~;., ;ill 
com·. unicgte itself to your euditors. • 

22Kenneth Lee Frer king, "The Psycholopy of Per !C;u~sive 
l'ra~chine; with special Reference to the Campus !'i nist;ryn 
(Unpubli shed Onchelor's Thosis, ConcordiD D~~inary , St. 
Louis , 1957), P• 92 . 
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Spe kin~ or tha i mr>ortance of sincerity, S:nith says 

th t peo ple c· n be s ":!t~ on f1re by incere warmth or f eelin~ 

and conviction of truth. Re admits th:• t it is re-= lity #!lone 

t h:~t :-'tl:rs th ha=,rts of men; ho ~eve r he feels t h; t it is 

throup.h the po ~iti ve conviction and trFnsp3rent sincerity 

tbµt r enli t y :l s moF-t often con,,eyed to the conr:ragf•tior1. 23 

"~d •:f.n UuBo r-o "."ouzon , in his lecture to the ~tudents r1t 

Ya le, mont i.or1ed fiincerity c s n requisite ~u~ lity or the 

pr o cher . He r-l so note~ t..h a t t his qu:-111ty h s the capacity 

f or in fuf'Jinp- itAelf b1to the he a rts of the he· rer : 

Fir~t, t here 1us t be s t ncerity. The prench~r is a 
co·r. unicrrtor. Hi s convictions poss i n ~o ma s trP.nJ!;e 

. ·:ay over into t he minds of his henr ers. • • • If 
be ,. m n o,· Qtronp faith , his fai t h will f low 
down into others. Th~ f irst re uisite, then, 21s 
tt . olute hon~sty on too port of the pre ::; cher. 4 

Sl eeth , 25 Oc.·,!ie, 26 a nd f1' :-1r!.11er21 s tress the i mport:.lnce 

of the pre:)cher 1 s becorninf( thoi:-ouehly o~sorbed i n thG truth 

o.f the ser 11o r1 '1.Jrltil t h~ t -.;ruth hHs got hol.d o • him. · ,i t h­

out t hi s cor~secr&t e cl !>irit the pre .che r c ::1nnot be e f f'octive 

:f. n inspiring othars . 

23smith , 5!.e.• ill•, ?P• 114-5 

?4,na xter, ,22. ill. , p . 41. 

25s1eath, EE• .£U., P• 22. 

26walter itussell Bo\ 1e, ? re chine ( Je1,• York: f. in ,don 
s , 1954), P• 1). 

27 armer, .22• £11., P• 33 
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T::tlliam 1Je·::1tt Hyde comments in his Yale lectures thAt 

sincerity carries more force in moving an audience than all 

elabora te logic~l a r ~uments or c. lcula ted emotiona l ~ ppeals. 

He s;:iys "the confi d ent assertion or a man who :i.s transparent­

ly ei n cere ,-:i th himsel:r , carrie s wei p:ht \' ith oll \•:ho see a nd 

feel hi s Aincerity."2 

Reu i lso spe~ks of sincerity r. a bein~ i mportant in 

movin • the het1rts of men. If the prec1 cher spe;,ikn "from the 

de t hs 01' hic. 0 1.1n he " rt, he will f"ind the way to other hearts 

and become to them a f ounta in of liv!n ~ water •. ,29 

~pef'k in l:. o,n the i mport-P. nce of . sincerity, Henry t• ard 

Iloocher added th :i. s co mment: 

i £ you are opeakinp; the truth, it is essential 
t t those who her r you believe you are sincere 
befo re you ca n i• ork 'Ii th them.JO 

'l'hu s, true co1"1viction i e considered by the , uthori ties 

to be the Ciecond rnost i -nporta.nt '}u:-rli t}" of the prer cher' s 

per-sonality .:hic h contrtbutes ·to the inspirr,ttona l quality 

· n pre.- chi n,g . It is 1.moortant to note a t t~his point thtl t 

con vie tio n must be p:enuine. Thet"e is no room r or pretense 

o f conviction or f~n~ticism. .:iinceri t.y is not to be thou,-ht 

of a s a mere senti:nentGl emotion. The conviction or sincer­

ity ·nust f low 11 - tur.& l ly from the prea cher ._ s the true ex­

pr e ::-sio1'\ of i1ha t he thinks nnd reels. Thi.s true conviction 

2~Baxter, .5!J2• ill•, PP• 41-2. 

29Reu, .22• ~-, p. 76. 

JOaaxter, 9.2• ill•, P• 42 . 
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is ca rried by wor d rind obs;~rv·1t :i:on to the heri rer. It ki ndle s 

his i m:;;:ina tion nnd a rot~ses the emotions \•:hich ai ds in making 

possible t he t hril lin~ s ansnt i on of being ins irad.31 

.!!~rnestness 

~arne~tnesg i& clo~cl y rel a t ed to the previous t wo 

qua lities discussed. Char acte r r eflects the preac her's l i fe ; 

con vi ctio n refl e c ts tbe pra ~ c her' s atti turle towar d hi s mes-

'"1[.e ; c~r neflt nosa :re fle cts the pr e a cher' s a ttitude townrd 

the peopl e . The a u tbori ties regard e ::.i rn•astness or enthu­

~ia ""m • s nnother i t11port .e- nt. f3ctor in the ,ersona lity of 

tho · r e;:ic} e r t v,t contribu ·t es to t he insp'lr3t i onal qua l i ty. 

Bl a ckwood sp~~kQ 0 £ e~rn ~s tness a s a fire in t he heart 

of the pre.,chor, ~·:hich i-Ji l l n a turally f lo , into oth er he arts 

:ind cause th em to burn· • .32 

Both Gar r i son33' ,and Bro dus34 s tate t hat enthusiasm 

in com,nuni c~t i on i s vital to i n s pira tiona l pr e~ching . If' 

the p.-,st o r i s t o excite feeling in others, he must feel 

deepl y hi mself. 

Charles s . Horne, George ·,J:. Pepper, a nd H. ·.1. Beecher 

in t heir l e cture s to the divinity students •Of Ye le empha-

3laroa dus, ~- ill•, p . 20. 

32.Andrew ··atterson .Olackwood 1 .l1!.! Pre4er a tion .21: 
( t bingdon-Cokesbury Press , 191,A), PP• 203- • ' 

Ser :nons 

3Jc~rrison, g,e • .£!£., P• 217. 

34nroi,dus, .!m• ~-, p . 236 . 
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sized the n'3ed i'or e nthusir sm find c'lso described it as a 

power. 't™ t cou l d mcive men' s hea rts. lorna35 said, ''the one 

supr eme qualif ic tion ·ror the ministry :Is P. soul. of f lame ." 

Both Be ,1cher36 and l',eJ1per37 s poke of enthuai .ri sm A s e movt.n~ 

f'orce th ..- t quic Y.ly co municHtos !tsel:f and 11i nocul -tes" 

peopl e . 

Genuine e~r~~stness i s recognized as a i': ctor contri­

buti ne: to th:! i n s n i1•1 tionnl qua lity in pre'"ching , ut ea r ne~t­

ne s s will not be e f fective :f.r it is employed a s n end in 

itsel f . i•.ei t;he r earnestness nor ins pira t i on i s to be t he 

ftO l of p re:-ch i np: . i!;nthusias ,1 mu s t .flow naturally .rrom the 

pre.,_ c' e r' s o~m wa r e ne s of the ;onder of his message and · 

fro m a con cc r ri to con,nunic nte to others. i-'a r mer points out 

t h t the pr i me unction of the prencher i R t o ccnvey truth. 

The de ire to comnunie~te is one of the n~tur~l stimul ants 

f or e ~rnestness. Thus , any :nanufa,:tured or Rrti.ficial en­

thus i a om will never be ef.fect:1.ve. If tm pre~cher pa r ades 

a r lse xront of earnestness, it ~111 soon be detected and 

hinder hi cause.38 

This .enuine e~r nestncss in prec c hi n~ ou~ht to be 

pro pted not only by the desire to com-nunica te, but a lso by 

3502.xter, .21!• ~., JJ • · 4Q • · 

36Ibid. • P• 48. 

37Ihid., P • SO. 

J Srarrner, .21?• ill•, PP• 77- o. 


