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1. 

-
The nue 11Apoatolio fatbera 11 is an ap'()elation wbioh is uua111'Kiven 

to those writ•~• of tne first oentury wbo employ.em tbeir pea in tae 
~~use· of Cbriat~anit!• It is oo~~onlr_auppoaecl ioat the writers 1a;~e► 
·,100 have naca b1ator1oal Ol:)DD&o"G1on w1 ta, or at: least -personal IDioileclge• 
of some of toe !posilea, though not aotuallJ belonging to tbei, nuDer. 
A three-fold. division may oe· oarri•Ci outs 

~ 
a) tbose who are ooasidered as disoiplaa of St. Paul, Glement of Ro■e 

and Hermaa; also Barnabas, in so far as ne teaobes Paolinism; 
b) as mieoiplea of St. Jobn, Ignaiiua and Polyoarp; · 
o) II Clement, tbe Dieiaobe, · th~ ipistlea to Diagnetoa.f1 > 

It is the aim of this etucay to gather all material in tba Apostolic 
fathers tbat nae any bearing upon Obrist, Bia person aa4 Bia worK; to 
examine in aatail toe obristologioal ieaobings of eaob writer; ant fin
allf, in oonolusion, to show that inere are no stages of aevelopment, 
ana ~oat no tbougbt is found in ine writings of tne Apo~t~lio Fathers 
toa~ nae not oaen Sli'ii tortb DJ i;be New Testament. 

Io tnie iavestigation will De oonsi~ere4: the relation ot Ooiia, to 
Goa, tne ~~o natures ot Obrist, .ne d~atn ot Christ, an4 asonatoloe, •. 

OONi'IDNTS 

Ta~ CH8ISTOLOGY OF OL~MtdT OF ROM~ 

i •. Tne 8elation oi Cnrist to God. 

A •. Distinotion between Onrist and God bf use ot titLaa. 

a. Titles an~ aseriptions given to Oorist. ~-"' 
Power; pre~e~iatenoe; · nolinass; knowledge; Cnrist joined wiin God 
in o6rtain faootions; onrist subordinant to Goa. 

II • . 'fne Human datllre ot Obrist. 

A. Little· said aoont tbe noman natore of Onrist. 

a. Onriai•s numan doaoent, · Sis oodJ anm soul. · 

III. fbe· Daatn ot Cn~ist. 

Both, passage& an~ tneir _interpretation given. 

1)Stearno w.N: "A Manual of eatrolog,." 1899,p.21.:, 
Sohaff'-~erzog: "~be Rew Beligious Enovolopedia, a I, 2'74. · 

! n oatolio father a •. ~ I Int. v11.: 



IV. · iscbatology. 

The resurreotion and· aeoond coming of Ohriat. -

THE OHRISTOLOGi OF Il •. OLiM&NT 

I. · Tne 8elation ot Christ to God. · 

A. Tbe title, Goa, given to Obrist. Christ as God. · Pre-erlatenoe 
asoribeel to Him. 

B. · Sligbt mention of tbe relation between Fatner and Son. 
C. No aootrine of the death of Christ. 

II. ~scbatolo~,. 
foe second coming of Obrist. · O.brist as j ud.ge. The basis of 
.i u\igment. · 

THE OH8ISTOLOGY OF IGNATIUS 

I.. Tbs Relation of Obrist to God. 
A. Titles giva4 to Christ. Their importance. 
B. Ascriptious given to Cnrist: pre-axistenoe, eternitg., omnisoi

Gnoa, · nolinesa. Prayer is addressed to Him. 
C. Important fanctione are ascribed both to Obrist and God. 
D. Little is said about tne relation between Father and Son. 

II. The Two Natures of Obrist. 
Toe raality of tne ouman nature; its relation to the Qivine. 
Proofs for tbe reality of the buman nature. 

III... f ne uaatn o! Obrist. 
A. i'i.lo ais·torioal raot; its :tunotion; its effeot . felt already in 

o·tt.rni ty. 
B.. Mo1 .. al ef f eots of Christ' a cieatb. 

IV. ~acnatology. 
Tha ~esurreotion of tna believers; tne seoooci ooming of Onriat. 

THE C8RISTOL0Gi OF POLiOARP 

I. i'ae Relation of Christ to God •. 
A. Toa ex:ten·t of Onrist' s aatnoritJ; • important fanotions are u-

oribea to Obrist and God. . 
B. Slignt emphasis upon tba relation between Fatoer and Son. 

. ' 



I 
III. ~scbatology. 

Tbe· return ot Obrist; tne resurreotion;- tne judgment. 

T8ID OHRISTOLOGi or THE DIDAOHE 

· .I. Tne Relation of Obrist to God.· 

Obrist toe aeent of the Father; tbe Son of God; the autbor
itv of Oilriat. 

II. ilisohatology. 
False brethren;• tne cure of the ourse; tbe ooming of Obrist. 

T~lli OHRISTOLOGY OF BARNABAS 

I. fna Relation ot Obrist to God. 
A. fitlea asoriDed io Obrist; tne autnoritv of Obrist. 
B. Cosmological tunotions ascribed to Onrist; spiritual oreation, 

tna wort ot Christ. 
. 'l'b1J· l?owar of Christ over death; pre-existence ascribed. to Him. 
Hia relation to ibe Fatner. Same wor~ asoriDeU to ootb the 
Fatn~r an<1 Son. 

II. Tna Death ot Cnrist. 
Types of tne daato of Oarist; the function of His death. 

III. itaoilatology. 
Taaobing ooncerning Satan; ·tile end of the world is near; Onrist 

the juage; tne order of events. 

1'iit CH8ISTOL0Gi OF' BERMAS 

I. fne Relation of Obrist to God. 
Tne incarnate Caris~; tne pre-existent Onrist;· Onrist apart from 

all humiliation. 

II.- J!isobatology. 
Ja~gmant; nearness of the en~ of the world! 

TBID CHRISTOLOGi OF THE EPISTLES TO DIOGNETOS 

I • . Toe Relation of Obrist to God. . · 
Cosmologioal fanotions are asoribed to Bim; Bis relation to 1be 

Fatber; pre-existsnoe. · 

II • .- ·rba Dsatb of Obrist. 



Bat tboaeb it bam long before lost its foroe, • Philo again·-• to in-
t d ... (e) 111 ., t t d . -ro uoe iu. ~ne 4&o oanno be en1ed tbat ·Olameut mows a deoided 
preferenoe for &an6-r~,. over xup,oc as an appellation for Goa, and app 
plies tbe latter to Him sparingly. Several e&planationa may oe ofte~ei 
for tbia use. Clement, on the one nanu may nave chosen 6an6~n, as a 
deaiination for God oalievin; tbat the term still oontainad some oi1.ta 
old ttignitf, · anu thus in some measure inuioate a nigher exaltation of 
Gott, or, on tbe other banm, tbe desire to avoid oontasion may nav~o 
ted its as9. Tne tormer view seems the more plausible, in•v1ew of ,oe 
fact tnat tne author, nimaelf, apparently len4s bis support in ita tav~ 
or. 

Clement places Onriat in·a peoaliar relation to God DJ bia use ot 
title~ ana ascri0.tiona. Be· bas many references to Cnriat•a power and 
a0.pliee to bim tbe iitles of Lora, Son, Saviour, Bigb Priest and Help
er.<7> fbe full meaning of these ~ppellations cannot be determined by 
analyzing toe· individaal wor~s, bat mast De taken from the oonte&t in 
wbiob tney stand. Cnriat is oonsidere« as baving ~ower anm. autnority 
ovar o~iievers. ae calls ana aaootifies ~bem; ne is tbeir Bigb erieat 
and Saviour; tmer are bis eleot; they mast ooey and serve bim. · ae is 
called 11 Lortt11 in so far as he nas dealings witb believers, and •eon.•, 
beoaase seatea at toe rigbt band of God, · His Fatber, be ~artioipatea in 
the divine a~ministration o! toe universe. His kingdom ia spiritual, I 

__ ,. 
5.) !l'renoh,. Arobb. : 8. o. ~Op. : Oit. P• 91. · nstilll there were intluenoe■ at. 

work tending to break down thia diatinot on. · Slavery, or the ap-

rropriating, without parment1- ot otbar ■en•a toil, b~wever lagal
sed ia ao abhorrent to man a innate aenae ot rifhtl that tbey 

eeek'to mitigate, in word at leaat, it not in tao, ta atrooitrJ 
and tbua wherever &DF gentler or ■ore ~u••ne view ot alaverr ob► 
tainedl lba antitheaia ot 5aa1to~~c apd 6ouAoc would oontinuallr 
give p aoe to that of xup&oc and ~ou~oc.· !l'be baraber antitheaia 
mitht still ■urvive but tbe milder would prevail aide br aide 
wiih it.· We need no\ look further than to the writing■ or St.faul, t• aee bow little, in popular apaeoh, the dia~inotion or the i1••~ 
mariana waa obserted.- · llaatera are now xup·&O& ·(lph • .O.&i, Ool.4;.'l , 
and now oaa1to'tcx& , 2. ·Ti■.e,1.a; Ti1i.B1 9i or •. 1 Pet •.. 2,1ts), witn :1■, 
and oompare Philo, Quon Omn.·Prob. : LiD.~••· 

6) Trenoh, Arohb. a. o.: of. Oi t. : P• 92. r. · •tor 61no-r71c ia not xuo &OC 
only Dut ,o~agoc xu &oc, and implies, on hia part wbo u■•• itl • 
more'entire pr atrat on or self before. the might and ••~••tr or 
God than xup1oc would have done.• . 

7) xup1oc - In1i.18,71 · 18,1; • 16,17; 28,5; 48,71 47,7; 49,8; 50,7.: 
Son - 7 1 41 881 4.6; 69,2.8.4. · 

Saviour - 7,41 12,71 21,8.: 
High Prieat - 88, 1; 81, 8; 64, 1. · 

Halper - 86,1; 81,8; 84,1; 5~,8. 
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aod &&tends only over hia peo~le, -the eleot. Be ia •tne euianoe,•n~ 
fleotioli of the majesty of Goel," ~,-2; "the aoepter of ilia ■ajeat,. • . 
16,2. Tbe aoepter ~s -tbe symbol of power. By tbe applioation of ·tilia 
figure ~o Cbria~ Clement shows that divine power and ■ajeat, baa been 
transferred to Him. But to what extent does be enroiae Bia royal ot
fioe?· Hie ministrations are predioated only witb regard to the spirit
ual life ot believers. Obrist is not aaid to gevern all ■en. Universal~ 
ity of uominion is aliotted to Goa, be is the oreato~ and preserver of 
mankind •. · Toan, too, no ooemologioal function is assigned to Cbris'li;" be .. 
aoee not ta~e part in toe creation and preservation ot the aniverae, 
God a.Lone performs tois · wor1t. :<8 > 

Clement speaks of the pre-e~istenoe of Obrist in auon a manner as 
to make us assume that be believes its reality •. In 16,2 he says: ~The 
soapier ot tbe majesty of God, even the Lord Jesus Chris~, oame not in 
·c;o& pomp .or .=arroganoa of pride", tho11gb be migllt bava clone so. Chapter .. 
16,1?.16 be imentitiea Christ as tne speaKer. A clear allusion to the 
prt>-ex.iateoou of Obrist is ooniiaine<l in. tbe statement, ioat Chri-st 
apaaks tbrougb toe Holy Spirit in the Old Testament Soriptarea, 22,1! A 
similar retarenoe is probably found in the words •Jssua Obrist was 
sen~ tor~b trom God," 42,1. 

Cnriat is oalle<1 tha "Holy One" 23,B. 11The Boly ot Bolies!',29,~. 
Toe work tnat ne performs involves holiness. Men tix their gaze on toe 
neigots ot naaven and tbrou~b .Jesus taste immortal knowledge, 36, 1;. 
"Carist is toe retleotion ot toe majesty of God 11

• 36,2. In 7,4 ae·'iins 
for toe world toe graoe of repentanoe. Men are redeemed throagn the 
olood of tne ;Lora,12,7; Tbe blood of Jesus was ~iven for us, 21,6. Be 
wno ta~aa away sin oy paying tbe penaliy of sin aa man's suoatitute 
must be without douot a oolr ?e~ng. _ _ _ . . . . -tt.c. 

Clement snows the e~altat10n of Christ bJ Jo1n1n1 81m with Goa, ibe 
Fataer. He says 46,6: 11.Have we not one G~d, · and one Christ, and one 
Soirit of graoe poured out 11poo us?·11 anci again !58,·2: "For as Goct· liveth 
a~a as the Lor~ Jesus Christ live,h,· and the Bolf Spirit, the faitb ani 
bops of toe eleot. 11 Attention has been oallecl to ihe faot tn.ai tbis 
statement is in the form of the oath employed in the Oli Tesiament, 
Deut.6 13, "as God liveth1 11• great weight baa been plaoecl 111>on tbe laot 

I , (9) 
that tbese three names stand in the form of an oath. 

e) 7,a; - 1s,2; 20,111 2e,1; - 27,4; - 2s,2; 88,aa 80,81 o.9,8; 80,1; 8&,8·; 

64; 1. 

9) Dorner,J.A.i: •oootrine or t;he Per■on or Obri■t; •. • Div.l.yo1., •.. 100. 

-
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However, · sea 1 Sam.2~,36 and ·2 Sam.1~,21 ·where names of men are con
joined witb God in the form of an oath. Again it is maintained aa 
aignirioant tbat three pe~sona ue · joined toeether as the founmation1of 
faith and hope of the eleot. Dorner bolds the view •tbat toe work of· 
salvation necessitates the· Deity of Obrist even more· clearly tban tbe 

'- .,, t. <-10 > a wor ... o.a. orea ion. · owever, Clement has no reference to Obrist as 
God, but aaoribea to Him tbe work: of salvation. In this work: the three 
are put togatber oo an egaalitJ. The same io1ology is aae~ in reapeot 
to Onriet wbiob in otoer plaoea is used of God. In 20,12, we re~d: 
11011r Lord Jesae Obrist ~o wnom be the glorr ancl tbe majesty for e,er 
anCl ever;" and ,9,7 11Jes11a Obrist oar ·Lord, · to whom be the glory for 
ever aoe1 ever." One oaonot say tbat Clement places Obrist on a level 
wi tb God,, tbe Father. ·Ttlere are no statements to tbat effeot. 

Clement plaoea Cnriat in a subordinate position to Goa, tbe rather. 
tta appears as Goa's agent. His wbole work ia ,done as an· agent~ Sia 
wnole wort is Clone as an agent of God. God imparts graoe, mercy anCl 
peaoe tbroa~b Obrist. Ha oalls, enlifbtens,• and aanotifiea.all mankind 
througb Him.<11 > Obrist performs Bia Claty not only in ba~mony witb . .:r 
Goi's will, bat also in obedience to it. God sent Obrist as Obrist sent 
toe apostles. The will of God. ~overns Rim in bis work. <

12> However, no
where ttoea toe autnor intimate triat. foroe was emplo1ed in toe rale of 
God over Obrist. BJ love and oompaasion, Christ was moved to bis work 
of salvationS13> 

The reference to Christ's resurreotion shows His aaDordination to 
God.. Onapter 24, 1 · rea11s: "Ot wbiob be baa ma<le tb.e first frai ts, bJ 
raieini tna Lord. Jesas aorist fro!D toe ciead." -t&f .. , 

A distinotlJ different attitude from tbat sbownjto Christ is taken. 
Dy Clement toward God. The sapremaoy of God is repeate~lJ empbaaised. 
God is almighty, eternal, omniaoient, all, oolr; be oreated and preser
ves all things; ne is toe objeot of man's prayer an4 woranip; toeJ mast 
tear bim. < 14·) 

10) Dorner. Op •. Oit. Div.l, vol • . I,p •. 100. : 

11) 1 n.=t •• 12,'7;16;20,11;21,8.8; 88,4;86; 48,4·;49,6;50,7; 58,8s.69,a .. a,. 
84, 1; 65., a. : 

"12) '1, 4; 16; 86; 49,8; 69, 2; 64,1; 66,2; 61,8; 42, 1. a. · 

18) 7, 4; 18; • 86; 49,8; 5.8, 2; 64; 1; 66., a. 

~4·) Almighty - Int.2,a; 8,6.; 82,4; 68,8; 62, 2. · 



Clement dwells at length apon·tbe_power of God in nature when be 

apea~e of the reaarreo~~~D, · 2~,~; 26,1. Tbe repeaied aaoiiption of 
omnipotenoe to Go·cl inclioatea the faot tnat Olelient mai:es a· wiie aepa
ra~1on Detweea Goa. aad all other beings. The wbole aaivers, submits• 
to toe bi<1<1inq ot God •. Nature renewa itself to nia laws; and ttitt:'natb 

f · -11 1 · t (16) o men _is ... rom a m1gn Y Goel. · Obrist :i:orms no a1oeption to itie uni-
versal s11premaoy o:i: God •. God wori:e· through Obrist. Bat baok of 'tbe 

agent, tne supreme author of the work atande in power ancl aatnority. 
Tbe au·,aor_i tv of Goct is oonsegaentlv absolate. Clement baa plainlf ~e
olared the 10'?8 of Onrist as the :tounliation ot meroy. 

Ba~ ~o~ alone nas autboritv to exeroise meroy. It is entire1,"i:1~at
lier ot a11·tilori ty. < 18 > ff ere tbe supremaoy of Gol1 ·is mae1e empbatio. To 
tiim pre.var is ot!erel1; to Him tbankagiving is renderefi for all bene~ita. 
1'ne wool~ atti t11cie ot o.ependenoe upon tbe power and meroy ot Goll, and 
of prayer yo Him, aittars widely from the attitacle taken toward 0Driat. 
Omnipo·Geaoe, omnisoisooe, orea'Gion, preservation, · universal· dominion 
are asorioed to Goa, b11t never to Obrist. 

TH~ HOMAN NAT0Rt OF CHRIST. 
. ,4.ea,Mt .• 

Clement olaarlv reoognizes tba buman nature of Christ, out oe 10u•-
ly touones 11pon 'Gtlis aspeot of His person. Cbapiier 32,·2, : be 'iiraoes 
His desoent to Aoranam aooording to the flesh. In ohapier 49,6, De 
epeaKs ot Bis bo~y and soul. Obrist sbares the nature common to men; 
He anu11raa a-ardships and sufterings, physioal cleatb$17

> 

Tbe Deatb of Obtiai. ..,. 
The deatb of Onrist is treated in th~ following passages: 7,4; 12;7; 

16,3-16; 21,6; 49,6. · It is not the intention o! Clement to set fortn 
any e paoial dootrine of ihe ato.n••n,. His emphasis on 'tbe death of 
Christ nae tor its oDjeot the leading to repentanoe of 1he rao,ion in 
tbe Couron at Oorintn, the reinstatement of its elders, ancl the aab■is-
aion of .its members to toe divinely appointeu officers. . 

Tne blood of Cbri~t is referred to, Obapier 7,4. Tbere Ole■ent says 
tb.at •~it is preoioua to tbe Fatbei; · it was poured oui for 1be salva.
tion of man• it baa brought tne· braoe of repentanoe to all ihe world.• 
Toe ~eatb o; Obrist bas ireat value in its inflaenoe upon God~ Tbe ·,~, 
olaaae gives the reason for this inflaenoe. · It was abed fo, ■an•a bene
fit, . it won for tbem "tbe graoe of repentanoe •. n lcip-11 baa tbe Hew 

10) Ohapter ao, as, 88; so. · 
18) See note 11. · 
17) 2.1, '1,4; 12,_'1; 1e,,-e.10.15.1e1 21:e, aa,11 49,e. · 
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Testament meaning of favor: a graoio11a, favorable attitade of one to
ward. anotner. In 1ihe following verses, fj-7., we· read: "Let ua review 
all the generations, an<1 let us learn tnat in generation after gener
ation 'title Master has given a plaoe of repentance to those who •ill turn 
to llim. Noab preaobad repentanoe and tiloae wbo obeyed were aave<l. · Jonah 
f ore·tola aeatruotion to the men of Nineveh, bat wilen ttley repentec1 toe, 
reoeivecl torgiveness of their sins from God in answer to tbeir prayer, 

and. gained salvation, thougb tnev were aliens to Goe1 •. " Tile readers are 
exhorted. ·to fix ttleir syea upon the Dlooci of Oilriat, as tbat wbioii 
11 01·0u~nt to all 'Gtle world the graoe of repentanoe 11 ; tile graoio11aly 
gran~ea opportunity to. repent, implying also the guaraniee of par<lon. 

It is Goel wbo confers tbis favor of repentance.· Tile· deatn of Christ baa 
baa. suoo. an intluenoe upon God that, on- aoooant of Bis death, God bas 
~iven "Gi.lr& opportunity of repentanee to tne wb.ola world. 

Caa,rGer 12, 7, introciuoes the worm AUTpc.>atc.·. 'fbe soarlet tilreaci of 
Habab pree1ioi;s "a redemption tnrougb the· blood ot tb.e Lorci unto all 
tnem ·taat b~liave and. bope on ·God. 11 Clement 11aes tne wor<1 Au-rpc.,a, c, 
as: deliverance ootainaa tnrougtl tbe payment of e. price. See onapter ~9, 
2, where ne adduces eiamples of tbose wbo bave· maa.e aaorifioes for oth
ers, and -6neo oon•iiinllea: "tJa know that many amon~ ourselves nave deliv

ered. ubamselvaa to bond.age, that thaJ mignt ransom others." And as tile 
olooa. 01 Christ is mentioned, onapter 12, 7, it is obvious tnat it mast 
oe ra~arcted as tne prioe paia. to deliver •-men from ~in. . 

Tile next passage to oa oonsidarad woultt oe ohapuer ~6,3-~6. Olem~ni 

izrt1 .. od.ucas Isaiah 153, 1-12, to set rortn tile humility ot Cnrie"G: · ~e ~
deu~ifies Cnrist witn tne suffering servant. His numilitv oon~isi~ 10 

· · , d bearino the penalty of tbe1r a1na, His snaucing suft~ring t~~ ~an an ~ 
. . . . . . . . ( 18) 

as .liil•a 11· SllOS"G1 liU'li8. · . . • 

C
. t 21 6 tatss tilat n-,ba· blooi of J es11s Obr1s'li was g1~en_ tor 
na.p er , , 8 · . • L • nae given Bis olooci 

n o· t~r 49 6 ile save: "Jesus Cnr1st oar ori . . 
us. nap , ~ . . ··1 t:or ollr flesb, and His soul 
for ue, ov ·Gae will ot God, aod 818 1 ssn .. . 

. t •·-=- . . 8 plaoe 0 1 oar deatn. for our souls." His dsatn a~~s in - . 
87• "Tbe penalty due tbeir s~nat 

18) Dr.J.M.P.,mit~,~!!fn~;:n:~1•::rfe~e~ inttt~irrt¼:::~u:oa::::ftt•a 
has been borne or . th~ ·8 fassage as this o) T: tKougbt is that ot 
appears e9 frfeque:: 1 ~iok:d . vs.4-a.s.0.11.~2 \~ iivine ri~bteousness. 
suost;tution ort. J ~tion O demands made 1Y . e"B'or a different iD'T 
the vioarious Bf!- is a lty of' · other• a s ns. 06 . Dorner says or 
••• -• ·- He 1~ baar1ngEtge8g:;~0 Atonement, p.104,1 t'•ohriat 01v •. I,vo1 •.. I,. 
terpretat1on,

1
see01 •ent Ooo\rine ot tbe Pe1~sr:r:ed wbiob'does not 

tbis ohapter n em . , r this passage a 
98: "Eve~y interpret~tion F ubatituti~n.ff 
recognize in it tbs idea o 8 
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.l!iSCitATOLOGi. 

Clement refers to tne ~esurrection of Obrist, in 24,l, wbere be aaya 
tbat God raise~ Corist from tns dead ana ma~e Bim the first fruit; and 
in 42,3, · toe· resurrection of toe Lord is spoken of as giving aaaaranoe 
to the taitb of tne apostles. foe second coming of Obrist is mentione4 
in 23,B, to warn tbe readers against sinning. In 59,3.4. ne ears: 
"Gran"& us to nope on tny name, tbe souroe of all oreatiou, open-a;,,s of 
our heart to ~now toee, that tnou alone art tbe nighest in the :igheat 
and remainsst noly amoo~ tbe bolJ. Tbou dost destroy tbe imaginings of 
nations, tboa ~oat raise up -.;be bumble and abase tbe lofty, tnou maieat 
ricn anci-·mates-.; poo1•, · tbou <lost slay and make aliv.e, · thou sione art the 
finder of spirits and ar·t God of all fleab, thou dost loolt on the abys-

1 

sea, tnou seest into toe worlts of man, tbou art the belpsr of those in 
ttan~er, the saviour ot ·t;nose in despair, the creator and watciler over 
every spirit; tho11 dost multiply nations u·J.)on eartb and bast cb.osen out 
from tnsm all those that love thee tnrougb Jes11a Christ thy beloved 
Cni!d,an~ torougn oim bast tbou tau~bt us, mate us boly., ant brougbt us 
iio honour. 

We bese~oh ·tnee, Mastar, to ba our ~•nslp and. auocor. "· Save tbose ot 
us wno ara in arfliotion, nave mercy on the lowly, raise the fallen, 
snow tayselt to tnose in need, oeal the sioi, tarn again the wanderers 
of thy people, · teed. the hungry, ransom the prisoners, %~ise up tn~ 
wealt, oomfort the t:aint-ileartad; !et all •nations know tnee, that 1iilou 
art Goci alon~, •' and tbat Jesus Christ is tbJ ohild, and that •we are 
tny people and toe .sileap ot: thy pasture.•• At tbe visitation of tne 
Kingdom of God tba ri~nteous will b~ raised trom their graves and re
cai va taeir rawar<1. · 

TB~ CHRISTOLOGY or StCOND CL~MtNT. 

Tns Relation of Christ to God. 

Tbe author asoribas to Christ the title 816c. In the oeenint words 
of tbe homily ne ielle tbe Onristians to thiBk of Obrist as tney think 
ot God, as judge of tbe livin~ and tba dead. Cbaeter 12,2 bas a refer
ence to tne ~ppearanoe of Christ as God at jud~ment~day. · Cnaeter 13,4, 
ae introd.uoes with iiDe phrase,· •~od says", the well~ltnown words of 
Obrist: "It is no oredit to you, if ye love tbem that love vou; but i"S 
is a oredit to you, if ye love your enemies, and· those that bate you.• 

Tne author of II. · Olsment plaoss Obrist on tne plane of equality 
with God, th~ Fatber.· Cbriet is tne Lord over the Cnristiana. · Tney . .are 
e~bjeota to His will; toev must obey bim. Bis autnority e~tenda to 
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jadgmant-«ay. In aooordanoe witb man's l . 
Obrist will oonfess or deny bim before H:ya~t~ or. disloyalty to Him. 
oast man into nan. He is tile "Pri s_ Fa1iber. ·. ~s b~s power to 
give life is bouii<1less (19) Tb ~oe of immor1ial11iy11; Bis power to 
-· . . • e saving work ot Christ oivea to Him 
,ne same ran1.t as lio Goci. Cbr1· s~ --~n· ~ C t ~ , u, ·u \I rea or of tbe B . . . l . 
on ~be same leva! witb tbs Creator of tile world S. ~1r1ilua l~!•• ~a 
view d. • . ··· · 1 · . . • piri 1iaa oreai;1on 1s 

e in a;ne i~n·, of universal Ol'eation. He save, onapter 1,8: "B'or 
na calle~ ua wnen we. were no·t, and it was bis will that out of notbing 
~e . sno~lCl ~o~e to_ oe~ng •. " Creation bare oan not be taten in tile at>ao
iu~~ s~n~e, fo~, in ihe praoading versa, be shows the hopeless condi
tion 01 ~nose who are separated from Obrist. Wnen they were ■itbout 
nope Onr 1st calle~ t~am; when thev bad no spiritual life Be willet 
·i;a~m t,o be. Cariatia.ns sno11ld not 11tbink li·ttle of tbeir salvation" 
1, 1. tie \Vno "cast oft "Gns ciariness of ·t;ne oload tbat oovered tnem • 
vu10 gav., ·a;aem •iinair aignt 11

, \vbo was "the Prinoe of immortality 11 ~ilo 
"by His v1il*all0Hi tilam from no·t bain~ to be" - of ilim, they mu~t 
tbin~ as God.< 20 > 

Tha pre-ex.is c;enoe oi Christ is olaarly ta11gbt in II. Olemen"G •. 
Cnai;>ter 9, 5, it reaas: "It Cnris"a;, iibe Lord w.bo. save.d as, tnoagh be 
was originally SP,irit, beoama tlesn an~ so called us, so also we shall 
~0C'7i ve our re war a. in iinis flesn •. 11 A distinct separation is macie be-
·c; w=sen ·;,;na ~r:·e-axistent anci tbs incarnate Christ. He \'las spirit;.· be oe
cawe ilesn. Tais passage a·trongly resembles John · 1, 14: "And ·tne Word 
bocame flesa, and dwelt among us and we Dabeld His glory as of the 
onlv oe~o·tten 1:rom ·tne Fatber, full of graoe and trutb .. ·11 Harnack: finds 
in tbia . passage, "tbe root of tne orthodox system of aogmatios, tne. 
fundamental tnaologioal and pnilosophioal creed on wnioil the wbole 
trinitarian and cnriatologioal speoalationa of the oburob 01 tne au~ 
oeedino centuries are built. ·11 < 21 > Of ooarse, Harnack: nere aou too tar. 

'::, 

II. Clement spaats of C~rist•s sabordination to God, tne _Fatbe~, in 
but :few passal!es. He sa.vs: "Tnroug.b Him, we · il'.oow tbs Fatiler; Goel made 
ltnown to us tbe .heavenly life tbroogil Jesus; God sent forth .Jesus •. n(a~) 

However, Jes~s is also oalled God and thoagb tnis term is not express
ly aQplied to Him in tais pre-s~istent state, yet it is used of_tne_ 
incarnation Barnaoli: savs· 11l!ivsn in ilia pre-edstent .state, Cnrist 

18 

. • : . · • · . "d b s1•,,1e w1·tb God•caai 
an independent power, ex1s~1ng s1 e Y ~ • 

19) a,4; e,7; 17,4f'f'; 20,5 .• -~ 
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Tile death of Onriat is referrec1 to only once. Chapter l,·2, ii ,eacis: 
"He enciured to s11ffer for our sake." 

.liiSOHATO~GY. 

Jesus will oome, oat tne day of bis coming is not known. ·An attempt ~
to indioata the time· is made bf the author in referring to a statement 

' of tbe Lorci, who had said, tb.at b.e wo11ld oome ·wpen his caiaoiples bad 
attained a oertain nigh standard of oondaotJa,-}\ The conditions ot· toe 
saoond advent, · nowever., ~revent II. Clement to set a definite time for 
taa moment of Ob.rist•s coming, but in turn, furnish b.im with the basis 
tor exnortation to righteous oond11ot. "Await tb.e kingdom of Go~ime~ 
in love and rignteoasness, sinoa wa know not the day of God's appea~ 
ing. 11 <25 > Wben _Christ oomes, be will appear as God •. (ae) 

Cnrist anal~ judge all men. Toe wicked and anrigbteous a8 well as 
·toe goctlv an<i righteous are sab,jaot to Bis authority. "Tb.e unbeliever 
snall sea bis ~lorv and. bis might. 11 At bis oomiog tile ltj.ngdom of. tile 
worltt sball be given to nim, and tben the execution of judement soall 
t>e~in. < 27 > · · 

The worts ot man are tbe oasis of tne judgment. "Be sball oome and 
rea.eem us, saoh man acoor<ting to ilia worits, 11 Tile things 11biob. merit 
condemnation are ungodlv lives, perversion of the commandments of Je••• 
Ct11•ist, e1.oing amiss, and the denial of Jesus bf word or deed •. ,aa) The 
ri~nteous ara oommen~e~ for tne tollowin~ gooa deeds~ bavin~ mone goou, 
aavine en~ured tor~ure, having natea tne in~ulgenoes of the soul. Tbe 
wicka~ shall oe punisns~ in unquenonaola fire. · Oonoerning the rigbt►. 
ous II. Clement save tbat there will be hope for bim wbo bas served 
God with all his baari. 

THm OH8ISTOLOGY OF IGNATIUS 

·.rne 8elation of Obrist to God 
~ 

ldnatius ascribes to Obrist ail the titles that Clement of Rome aaes . 
• ':, ' ' ' ·' ·' o aa u o• xo, ia-r6c, wittl one ad.d'i- " 
O '. xupLoC, b•·Ot.PXL&pauc, o· a~TTJP, o• u•L C o , . , .. __ , 
iiiona:t. ctaaionatioo v,nion is most siinifio:H1t: o• 8soc •. SQJe 01 "Gne 

':, ' • · 10 ., ( 29 > · anp.lied. to ti "Gles are given a t.)roa1ar i1rterprata·t1on. ' xu(uoc 18 " 

24) 12, 1. 2f'f • · 

26) See note ,28. · 

2a) 12, a. 4. 

27) 17p4-7. · 

2a) 17, e. 7. · 

29) 
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Christ to ctanote Bia dominion over men. Hie aattioriiJ e1tenas over ttie 
t>eliaver. · Men must 10 ttle will of tbe Lord tnat tiler mar prosper in all 
toin~s. '!'nev mus"G ooev •iioe bisnop ev&n as tney obey Jesas Christ, · and. 
"oo·t liva atta·r man bat after Bim.-11 (.ao) Tile power of Obrist extends 
over liDe ooe1v as well as over toe spirit. · ~•Fl,esn and spiritn very tre
gueoiilv ca.e s1.gua·tes tne whole man. (ai) Christ is tbe bishop of all. The 
oisnof:) of ·tna local onuron is sab.jeot to Christ. · The deacons of tne 
oh~ron '.'aav& been ap~ointe(i aooording to the mind of Jesas Ctu:iat• ,Jjnom 
af'Ge:c n1s o,m wiil, · he oontirmsd and establisiled by His BolJ Spirlt •. n<3,) 
·.roa aV1a1,j o.t honor and tb.a aoo)1ptanoe or rejection of men are plaoeel 
in·tio ·~n~ nanas ot Cnrist. · fae aat.noritv of Obrist lies on tbe same 
,;>lane wi ta ·taat oi God •. Ia faot, it seems to De witno11t limit. Here is 
-&ae 1i t r .;jr enca oetv;aan I~natius and Clement. Ciement pre,ents. Oariat as 
ao•Gia~ ilnasi:3 tne d.ii.•eotion of tne Fatnar; tne s11prems a11'Gb.oritv of God. 
is oaolt ot Oar iali. !n Ignaiius Oilrist no longer is tne agent o~ Goc1, nes 
stana.s al oru, as Lord o9er men •. 

Cru.•i s•G is callect «PXL&pau,: he performs toe t11notion ot mediator oe~ 
tw~~a Goa aua. men. ae is tbe cloor to ·tne F·ather tbroujil whom Abrabam,• 
Isaac, am1 .Jacob ent,r in. <33) He is called afl>T~p.}

34 
· Ignatius uses 

ln 6,; < 85 > in ·tae :t:ollowing oomDinations: ,oii· 6•Lou cx6tou;• Tei\· ut~· iivep,aou, 
'\\•LOY ijeou· )(fXTOl• 8SA7JfJ.0t xcd ouvcxµLV 8aoih 

'!'ba ·£ii"ii1.~ -rou· µovov · ut ou· cxu-rou~.is a ref~rencs to Job.n 1, 14; 3, 16: 
ool;«v w~ µovoyavou, mxp&• mxtpoc anll T,OV U-LOY 'tOV µ.ovoyovij. Thia desig
nat ion i:H:19 aratas Him from men. Ylo-v 8aou· xcxT«· 84>.71µ.« xril• o~v«fl.LV 8aou· 
stand.a in oon"Graet iio His b.uman nature. · ae is a desoenclant of oa,id. 

. f t · d" . · 11 d r (3e) 'O tiis ex:is·,eaos also proceeds rom ne 1,1ne 11 an powe • 
XP LO"to, is used. only onoe as a title. <37> 

1fne title &soc is vet to. be 

oonsieiereci. · I~natias asorioes tbis designation thirteen times to Christ 
in ais laliuars. Seven times it is 11011r God; 11 <

39
> onoe, "God in menn ancl 

tne " Goa wno baa bsstowed saob wisdom 11pon you~ 11 < 
89 

> tb.ree times it is 
ilsed. wi tno11t any gaalifioation; · "the blood of God, .n. "inseparable from 
God. ·11 < 40 > Tha last ·1;11rae· timas tb.e name is. applied to Cilriat in the aD-

sol u "e sense. · 
I~nati11a forms tb.e followini oompounds with ·eso,.- In Polyo.7,~ tbe 

measaoosr woo oarries letters from Asia Minor to Aotiooo ~s oalled 
':,I 

80 Masln.1.8 1. 2; Ti-all.~• 1-8; E'hilad. 5.·· 
81. f9p6-.10, ~. · Matn.1, 2. 
82 · Masin. a, 1. · Phil ad. ·Int. E'olyo. :Int.· 
88 Philad. 9. · .a g · n . s '1 1 · 
84· filpb 1. 1 · 11agn.Iat.E'hil•""• a.<C>• myrn. i • 
85 Epb • 4~ i: 20 2. · llalfa. a, .2;: 1~, 1; · Smyra. , 1. · 
88 Eph: 26, ~; yf.gn. a, 2; • Smrra.1, 1. · 

IZ ms::. 1:,~16, 8; 18, 2 • . Som. :Int. s, a •. Polro. e, a •. 
89 Slph. 7, 2; Smyrn.1, 1. ·· 
40 8ph •. 1, 1; Trall .. '1, 1; Bmyrn. 10, 1. · -
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8a66po~oc and in Bm,-rn.11,2 oe ia ieaitnated 8aoxpaajau~~c..:I1aa,1aa 
ad.dresses Polyoarp with 8aof,L«xci"p·,a'toC: 7, 2. · fbe passion of Onris, is 
refei-recl to as fao~x«p·&T1JC, Bmyrn.1,2. Tba Magnesiana ue wonby 4 -be 
termed 8aonpanaaT«'tou.·Onoe tbe word 810c ia applied to an ao, or;i'iaon, 
apari trom Gotl or Obrist. · iph.14, 1 reacla: -&pilf f'l-v xlCJ.'tLC, -r,Aoc ar...&y
an71, ~«• o~6uo, 4v ·iv6't~'tL yav6f,LBV« 8a6c -4C1Tlv.· Tbe essential gaalffiea 
wbioa tbe ipoesians sboald have, are oalled 8a6c.· At av.err otber . ,i■e 
when ea6c ~a ased of men, · the relation to Gotl is olearly indioateJ"lio■ 
tbe· oombinecl atljeotive.· In its unmodified sense 816c ia appliet to 
Onriat •. Tbe f aot tnat Ignatius oalls Obrist. 1 our Goel n seven ti■es, ~ 1 > 
and. "mJ God II onoe, .< 42 > prepares tne reader for tile applioa,ion in :toe . 
aosolate· sense, • and these instances in wiliob it oooura oome witbout'ifmy 
suggestion of inappropriateness. · 

.Pra-axistanoe, eternity,· omnisoienos·,. and noliness are aaoribeel to 
Corist. Prayer is addressed to nim. Obrist was with God before tnnie-

•~. a·tion of tne· world. He took part with ttie Fatoer in precies1iination-,--be-
tore the ages," ano. ae · "was ma<ie manifest at tile 9Dci of time.•<43>ff1-
aatiaa empbasizes tile eternity of Obrist. He• is 11inqenera1e. ■ < 44·> A.a 
Goc.t ba is "iagenerats, 11 bat as man oe ia "rienar·a,a". · Onrist as Goe1waa 
not only be·tore· the· ages., · out He was 11inor.eate"~ In bis letter ia'§i,
oarp 3,2 he ·save: 11 ttait for bim who is above seasons, timeless"· - -r,ov 
!~p~vov.· #Axpovo, denotes bera:transoanding tbe limits of time, eii°iial. 
ija~n.7,2 also SQ8&ka of Bis eternitv:· 0 Wno oame fortn fro■ ,ne one 
Falinar, and. is witn one, · anct o.epar·ted to one."· th~ pn.rase ale Iv« ov't« 
r~fere to tne ete~nal union of tna Son witn the Father. · John l,18 ·haas· 
similar eJtpression: µovoy:sv~, 810-c o• .~v a\ c -rb-v x6>..1tov 'tou· 1tClTp6c.· 

fna· omnisoienoe of Cnrist is not expressly spoken ot, · but i~ is in~ 
volved in toe offioe tnat is asorioeilto .aim. God is represente, as a 
silepbard. •. ( 45 ) · In toe ne~t line Ignatius save tila1i Jes11s Onriat alone 
shall De toe soepberd. The oars of toe invisible bisoop ~n,olvea oania~ 
oisnoe. MaSjn. 3, 1.-Q be rafst's to· the bist;aop as God.; · notninq is bid fro• 
tlis eyes. · Tb, title ·o•. xup·lOC assci in iph.20, 2, cl~notes Obrist. Tbe'""'iilat 
direot asoription of omoiaoienoe to Christ is in ipn.Ioi. Tbere ~el~Y• 
that predestination is t>v toe will of tbe 1i'atbe~ ani Jeaua Onriai. -=:-t.1,e-
destitnation involves omnisoienoe. 

, 

Bolineas is asoribed to Christ. He is true life, ~toe mind of God, , 
tbei unerring moath of tne fatoe~; he is perfeot faitbfulness. · He will 
sarelv rememoer those wbo nave lived a:.:.l'i~o1;eo11a life. ·<4e) iipb.1'7,3. is 
a referenoe to Mk.14,1•8, tne anointing of Coriat. ae says: "for tbia 

411 Epb.Int.7,2;15,8; 1s,a.· Bom.a,a.· Int. · Polro~s,a. · 
42 . Bom .. e, a.· 
48 llph. int. · uag • .6, 1 • .-
44 . llph. 7, 2. · 
46 . Bom. 9,. 1. · I t 1 2 4. 1 e a • 46 . Magn.~,2. · Philad.8,2;9. · Smrrn. n • i ~ • ' I• -



en4· ~id toe· Lora receive ointment on ~is head, that He migbt breatbe 
immortality on the• Onurcn.J•. The teaobing of tbe: prince of tbis world 
robs men.of life;- Obrist, nowever, preserves life. · Magn.1~, be attassea 
tile 11nity of toe t>elievers and obedienoe· ·to tbe Diab.op; and tn.ea, holcla 
11p Christ as tbs example of rignaoas con411ct~· 

Pravar is addressed to Obrist. lie wri tee ·to the Romana 4, 2 in anti
oiP.ation of bis martyraom in tbe arena at Rome: "Beaeecb Obrist on my 
benalf, tna·, I may be· found. a sacrifice.~• He offers a prayer of 0 taanita'" 
~iving to tile Lord. 11 that tna Cn11roh at .isy;,ilesaa nacl sent delegates to 
meet nim at Smyrna. enilo an~ 8bsue Agatbopous, · wbo bad received e&oel
.lent treatment ali tha bands ot toe Cnaron at Smyrna, 11gave thantts to 
tbs Lor1 tor vo11, · osoause ro11 refreslled tllem in ever, war. -1,.< 

47 > Itnati• 
as aaes o• xupLoc as a ~esi~nation ot Cnrist, b11t never of God tbe Fath
er; a faot wnioh in~ioatas, that Christ is nere tbe objeot ot praye,. 
We nave aera anotner difference ba~wsen Ignatiaa aod Clement. ¥en oome 
to God, aooording to Clemeot, b11t Obrist is not made tbe miatinot .ob
jeot of thanksgiving, nor ~omen supplicate Him tor tile tbines ~eaire4. 

-Pra~as•iiinaiiion "before the ages"~ direotion of toe aoticns ot men 
at prasant, an1 granting maror are aots wnich are ascribed both to the 
Fa·tnat and. Son. · Toe weltare ot men is traced to the jo.int aotion of iihe 
Fatner an~ Son.in eternity, and men are at present ae~endent upon both 
tba ~atnar and Son. · Obriatiaos belong both to God ano. iio Jesus Ooiiiat. · 
·rnis .j oin·t ownsr~nip ax.tends over in'iividuals as well as over _toe , 
Obarcn. God aod Jesus Christ are oonjointlv biano~. Be deolaiea tbat 
taa fwo togetber ara bisbop of tbe Cn11roi:L at An~ioch, and also are bish
OP. of l?oly0a1.--p. Fellowsbii;, with God, tbe J·atber, , and .Jesus Otu:iat ia 
tna oommon basis for sandin~ · 11gree·i;iogs 11 to otners. · Iinatiua ia_ in uni
on witb God ani Jes11e OnristJ · tne Magoeaians partake of. toe same· fel
lowship, an~ tnis anion forms a band of oonneotion on the basis ot 
wniob grestings pass from one to anotber.< 49) 

!anatius p11ts little stress on the relation of Christ to God. Jesus 
'=' • 

is tna agent of God. He mediates between God and men. · He is the· unerr-
inq mou--a;n of God.. '.ri:Le mina. of tbs. Fatber finds expression -,oroagb Bia 
words. .J.es11s is tae revelation of tbs ooa1•aoter ot God. He is toe niqll 
priest, · the door tnroa~n wbom all must enter in to tbe Fatber. Abrabam, 
isaao, and. Jacot> mus·t enter tl'lro11gn tbis door.· Jes11s is subject to tha 
will of God. God sen~ Him into the world. On eartn ~e rendered obedi
enoe to toe Fa·tner; lie imi•tated tna Fatiler. •Jod raised up ttle ltuonaria,,. 
tbe flesh of Cbrist.< 49 > · 

47) . Slph.21 1. · Symra.10,1. : . . . o.. 
4e) Epb.Ial.uatn.~nt.a,1. Tra11.~,1. Syrn.Int.Bom.lnt.~bilad.In,.a,a. 

Polro •. Int. 1. · • 
49) Magn.7,8; e,2; - 1a,2. · Tra11.e,2. · 8om.a,2.· Smyrn.'7,1; a,1.· 
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TU TWO NtlORIS Of OBRIS'.f 

The ·reality of Obrist'& human nature is maintained in opposition •o 
Dooetiam. -<so) 1hough it is tbe oojeot of Ignatius to atreaa the iealltr 
of Obriat•a human natura, be· does mot present tne human nature alone. 
Over, '. against to~ numan nature, · be plaoea tne divine. · 8e ia •of the 
seett of Davit and of tne 8oly Ghoat8 ~ Be ia 8 botn son of man and aof of 
Gd" a · " ~-o ; e 1a Dorn as man and not born as Goel•;• ae is born of both •Marr 
antt God_". · Be· refers onlr to two oven ta in the life ot Ohfiat, . 11114 theaa
too~ plaoe at toe beginning ant en4 of Bia lite. He was born of the 
Vir1ia Marr,· ao4 ae was oruoified under Pontius Pilate. Tbe proofs of 

-lbe reality of His numan nature are· Bis birt), aufterine, deatm~ ant 
appearanoe after His rasarreotion. He o~• i~,o the world aa any other 
onild is Dorn, and in Bis life Be endured hardships anG aurtering aa 
other men • .-. Toa reality of Bia resarreotion is spoken o:f, ancl ille pl'OOf 
ot it is talteo from Lit. 24, 39; .J oiln 20·, 24-29, toe aoooun1i of Oeiat I a' 
appearanos to _B~• disciples. ae addresses tne d~soiples, as Ignatius 
bas it: "Tale, rianc1le me, ancf see tbat I am not a pnanto■ witbout a 
t>od.y. ·11 And tben Itnatiaa oontinaes: "And toey immediatelJ touobefi bi■ 
aod believec1, Deing mingled both witb nia fleab and apirit.n(&l) tneir 
oonviotion of His reality inspired tnem with great ooarage, · and lif'ted 
tbem abova· tbe tear of deatb. fba ooods of Ignatius are a proof to hi■ 
of tbs realitJ of ·cbrist•e safterinta. Tb& willintneaa of Ignaiiua w 
suffer and bis desire to fi~nt wito the· wild beasts are ineqjl.ioab!e· 1 

sxoa1;1t as libs eftaot upon bis baart of tne reaL sufferings of: Obriaf.·' 8~ . 
• I 

T81 OIATB Of 08818! 

Obrist dies to deliver men trom deato, and Hie cle•tb ia the ground 
apon whiob Go~ forgives sin, and justifies toe believer. Iqnatiaa ••J•: 
11ae d.ief! tor 11s, in or~er that vo11 Delievin,i migbt eaoape cleatb. ■<aa 
·.roe· infinitive, &1to8e1vaiv, ctenotes, not a atalie of cleatn, • Dat tbe aot 
of dJibg.· Tbe deato of Obrist took ~•aJ fr~m man tbe neoeaa1,, ,o auf
far ~eatn. · Tile benefits of Onrist•a ~eatn are obtained tb,ougD ,faiin. · 
Io Pbilad.11,1 toe word ~uTp6~ ia ased. He says: OJ.· &t· iT&~4a«vT&C «6r 
Tou, ~uTp~aa C 71ae1v lv TD xcip•& T, Tou ·.• l11aou· lp &aTou-. · Igna"&iua oom■enia 
tnosa anto tbe Lorc1 woo bad oonored tne ■eaaen1e2a . t~at aervei bi■• 
lboae· woo diaoonored bis servants, nave displease~ the C.Ord, · ani an 
liaole to panisomea~. - Be prays taat tbe Lord will remit the pu1iab■••• · 
ID Phil~d.8,2 b. •~J~I •1~ tbeae, i.e. iD tbe oi-oaa, deatb, -· ~ 
~••tion of Obrist, I desire to be j11stitie4 Dy your prayera.n lg1ati11 

l 
I 
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nolds ~wo tbings in view: forgivenes~ Qf sins, ~ and. deliverance fro■'\me 
power ot sin.· Two oonaitions are given 11pon wbiob these oDjeota mar be , 
a1itainea.: repentance an<t· tne oross of Obrist.· Be· says: "Tbe Lol'd for
gives a.Ll wtio· repent •. nC 5a) He expects to be jasti'fie<l bf tbe oro88 of· · 
Christ;. men ·esoape Cleath tnroogh faith in Ghrist •. (54·) Repentance and 
taitb are reguired of men in or~er tnat tb.eir sins ma, be forgivea"';'~au4 
toe oeath of Obrist is tile ground opon wniob Goa e1eroisea tbia favor.· 
Ignatius says inat tbe· etfeot of Christ's <teatn Dagan in eternity.· 
'fnev wal'a_ 11united. an<l onossn tilroo~n tru~ aufferin~ bf tile• will of tb.e 
ii'ather and. ,Jasos Carist, · oar Lord..,._( 55> The <leatb of Obi-1st is viewed. 
as ·t;D.a ~toun~ of man I s elaotion. · 

Igna•iiius plaoes ereat emphasis opon tne moral effects of Obrist' s 
daatti •. · ·.rna passion and· tne· resurreotion of Christ are the oenter a
roun~ waion the thoQgtlt of Ignatius revolves.· Tne ·wnola ohristian life 
sprin~s oat or tb.e passion and ras11rreotio11.·< 6

~) . fie oalls tne Smyrnae.
aaa ttta truit ot Cnrist•s resurrection.· Ttle Magnesiaos ara war4ed a
gains·c; Juctaism anc1 tne• ooaarvaooe of SabDatoa, and told to taahio~eir l 
lives after 11·tns Lorcl I a day, on wbioti also oor life svrang up tbrougb ll 
Him ana. His cl.Jato •. C 57

) "Repent ana. rstorn to tna, passion wbioo is our 
resurraotion. ·11 C 68 > Tile woo le lite ot the believer oomea from tb.e cleattl 
aaa resurreoiion or Christ.· I~natius also links up witb tb9· ueatb of 

•Oarist tns speoitio Ollristian virtaes. · Tne p9aoe ot ttle trallians c;.J 
joy in ine aasaranos of salvation~-- oomes from tne ~aath of Ollrist.<

5
$ 

. ' . l . t t th p· • 1 ,. 1 . • ( 
80) A similar siatemant wa t1nd 1n ine ei er o u& 111 a,e~po1aoa. · 

·rna t!:phsaie.na are praiss<l for to.sir well-beloveci name to wnicb tner ~re 
entitled. oy naturaJ. rig~t, ·· Dot·•itilef also are reminded tnat tbs olooci 
of Cb.rist ttindlea ii1eil' tcinttnass into .a .flame.-< 61

> Onrist•s passion 
ins'tills toe motive in ·tb.e· nearts of men ior good. dsed.s. Ignati11s can 
soeac trom ais own sxperienoe. Toe dea~b of Christ was tbe paitern for 
nis own martyrdom,. anct "Ghe ·inspiration_ of it. :(ea) He longs to imitate 
the passion of God. · It is the Cleath of Onrist that oas filled tb.e ~ 
aeart oJ: r onatius tor ilia Lor<l. · Be savs: "It is better tor me to iia in: 
J esas .,Gil an' to raign over ·toe ands of th_e eartb.. · I seec 8.im wbo d.iea.hor 

011r sai:e. •" C 68 > Onriet • 8 d.eatil ~~q.e· love fii-11 anti strong in the nearts 

of bslie~ers. 184) 
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It is H.is ci.eattl ,;· nali· t ., ( ) rans~orms tba· lives of men -85 ~t p 1, •· 11re 

01 
· " · -

1 
. • t> • aa s 110-

~ue 0111 aing is as,d.· The inaividual . ~ . ,. l , ' mamDers are tne stones in 
i;~e i;emp ~ ~f ~om • . f aev are· "oarriad up to tna nei~nts DJ tile endi ~,r " 
J~sus Cbris~ inat · · · . ~ ~ 0

~ . -~ . ~a ins· oross, ana aeing aa a rope· ihe Holy Spirit. · 
And yoc~!>taiin is your windlass antt love is toe road wnion leads llp +-o 
God II T· · . . • . -~ • ·--~• ne Q~as10~ o~ Onr1s'G turnis1las tna stand.ard wnioh toe oe-
~~~v7;7 ~ ~on~uo~_ musi aitain~ · it_n~ woala nave toe life of Obrist in 
aim: . . . Io l!ipn. 1~, 2 ne spealte of "Gh·a relation of Oorist • a blooa. to 
oap G1ama1 wa-.;er • . Ha· savs: "H.a· was born and was baptized. . 'Gbat b il .. 

8'1!:i . H . ' f alB 
e~~n~ ~e m1~n" ~11rifv ine water." It is tne ciea~ll of Cnrist wnion 

~ave 1~s 01sans1ng effect to tne ·w~ter of baptism.· 
I~natias tilas ·c;attas a twotold. visw of tne d.eath of Obrist.: It bad. 

vioarioas valae, · an~ moral ~ower over tne lives of men. 

!!idCHJr:rOUJG~ 

'l'ne resarrec1;1on of •iioe Caris·tian and toe secon<1 ad.vent are ■.;reate<1 

OUb spariagly Dy I~natiaa. · Carist is nia trae life. · Se expects to rise 
aeain ·to Goa. as tne immediate· oonsegaence· of ois martvra.om. · He lava 
str~ss on tne salvation of ootn flssn and spirit bJ .tn,, passion of 
Oaris·t, ,,no ·aimsslf rose boin in f lean and spirit. ·. '£be posse~,~o~ ot 
lits and. immortality is oonneoted wittt tna· m11onarist, 11tne maciioine of 
i ,nwortali.,.GV 11 , · i!iptl. 20,_ 2. · .In Mago. 9 wa nave a reterenoa to tne raising 
01 ~ne rigoteoas daaa ot tos Ola. Testament, oy toe a.esoent ot Obrist 
iato na<tes. a possiols allusion uo Ma-'c;·t. 27, ,2. ;3. · I~ 1'rall •. 9, 2 it is 
aaia tnat une Fa~her wno raisea up Jes11s will raise up toe believers 
also. I~ tna inscription to tbe Trallian~ toere is another reiereooe 

\ 

to tne res11rrection of tae believers.· In Smvrn.3 we nave tne assertion 
of tne pnysioal.resurreotion ot Cnrist, anci in onapter 7, taose woo 
nave· love ara tnose woo will rise again. · In Polyo.7 is foun~ tne only 
clear refaraooe to tne resurreo·tion as an esotia"&ologioal event. "tbat 

I may oe· tollna your disoiP.le ·at tila ·· res11rreotion. 
11 

· Iona•iiills is too absOrbeci oy bis own d.esire· to attain to God to oe 
,:, 

maob 00011pie<1 witb tne earoasia. ae reoogoized. _"tbe laet times" as 
present aod warns nis readers of tbe Oomiog ·ot jadgmaot, ~pb~11,l. · Be 
. , . . 
spsa1ts repeatedly of 11Jes11s Obrist, oar bops•'"' ·Io Rom.10,~ we b.avtt a 
rsfaraoos to tbs sod ot time. · Tbs rssarrsotioo is Dotb of flssb. aod 
spirit; · Smyro.l~,2. - Polyo.7,1 implies a fotare rssarraotioo at tbe 
earoaaia, . wnan aver, man's worlt will oe manifest • .-



THj CBRISTOL00! OF POL!CARP 

The Relation of Onrist to God 

Oorist is Lor~ over the believers, both as individuals and as 'iroom~ 
munity. Out of forty-two titles ascribed to Obrist, tbe title "Lord'- ia · 
used twentv~tive timee.<ea) Polvoarp says that the will of Obrist ia 
tile law for tneir o~n<loot. Chapter 2,2: "If we do bis will ana. wali' in 
bis commaoe1ments 11

; oaopter 4, 1 : 11 Wa.l.lt in tbe commandment ot toe Lorli;.• 
obapter ~,3: 11Su1>mittine vouraalves to tne {)reabytera anca cleaoona aa 
to Goct an<1 Cbrist 11

; . ohapter 6,.2 : 11 We are before tbe e,ea of our Lorci 
antl God. 11

; obapter 6,1: 118erve Him witb tear and reverence aa he gave 
command.meot11

• Men are <1epentten1i upon Cilriat :i:or 81llvation. · Sere ia 
Christ. In ine introduction Polyoarp ·applies to Onriat the desi~~ion 
118aviour 11

• To Him belongs salvation in its totality. Onriat BDci God 
Dotn choose meo; J~riat gnnts forgiveness; He bailda up in tne faitn; 
His ~orlt goes on ancea-aingly until 'ttte days of graoe are end.eel aocl tbe 
destiny of men is settl~e1; He is Gbe jad~e ot tne quic~ and. tbe deai, 
aofl flroaots a lot ane1 portion ~~9ng tbe saints. < 89 > The government of · • · 
toe world. is asoribed. to both Obrist and God. Chapter =2,1 says that 
Onriet baa a position at tne rigbt band of Go4. At the same plaoe he 
save: 11'.to wllom are sat>jeot all tbings io heaven anel on eartnn; and~ao 
11ae is "Gna ju<ige of t.b.e· living ancl of the ueaci .. 0 

Polgoarp writes to tbe Pnilippians: "May mercy ane1 peaoe :t:rom tbe 
Almighty God and Jesus Obrist, oar Sav~our, be multiplied." Thia aalu
~a~ion oioself resembles tnose· of Paul, "Grace and peaoe from God, our 
Father, • and. tbe Lorel Jesus Cnrist. 11 <7o) Tlle· following fanotiona are 
asorioea botb to Obrist anel to God: the source ot mercy .and peaoe, tne 
election of men to salvation, : tbe government of the worlm, beholding 

. d" . f ·t t- b. . "" l ('71 ) tbe conttact of men, · bu1l 1ng men up 1n a1 b, ua o Jec~ o~ ove • . 
Polvcarp plaoad. oat little emphasis upon the relation of Christ to 

Goa. 8e says that God raised Obrist from tbe ttead; tbat Goel saves men 
torouon Jesus Christ; that God gave Obrist glory anel a throne; tna, to 
Cbris; all tbin~s were suDjeote~. <72 > In toe last passage tbe autnoi1t, 
was olearly conferred bJ Go4. Universal dominion ie not exeroised by 
Obrist alone; He snares it witn tne Fatber. All passages snow tbia 
woiotl treat of Christ ruling oonjointlJ witl:1 toe Fattier •. £>olJoarp aaya 
onlf onoe inat God saves men torootb Obrist. Toe dominant tooutbt ot 
nis letter is tnat Gom aod Christ are on the plane ot equaiitJ in tne 

88) 
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work of aal vation.. 1'a,, passage• whiob speaks of Goi i-aiain1 Cbi-ia, t20■ 
toe ueau applies only to Bis state· of hamiliation. Be aaea aoriptai-al 
langaa;e bare and does o~t oomment on the rank: of Obrist. In ine p- , 
&aJZe,• wbere Go4 gives Obrist glory an<l a tilrone, ·he tllinu only of tbe 
"ilorv11 anu toe "throne", and baa in mincl the e1.altation of Otariat. 

T8i DtATH OF 0881ST 

Tbe a.eai;b of Obrist is mentioned in the tollowinl places-: oh. 2,.1; 
8, 1; · 9, 2 • .- filsse passages nave alrea<1y been oonaidered. Tbe s1iatement'ln 
oh.9,2 that Be ~ie<l in our behalf, tells as var, little of Polyoarp1a 
oonoeption of tile ~~~~tion of Obrist.• a d.eatb. Dorner· is ~arctlJ oorreot 
wnen be eava, tnat bis teatb be1ot love in 1he bearta oi toe diaoip
lea. <7a) Tnay love~ Him who aie<l for them. Too funotion of Cbriat•a 
~eath is more clearly elated in ob.8,1. Be bore oar aina on the· tree· 
lnat we, tnroagn anion with Him,· miiilt live. Thie passage is a ieteri
enoe to 1 Pat •. 2, 21-2!;5, waioh again is baseci on Isaiah ,, ... Ooriat, tne 
suffering servant, Dore tbe penaltv of sine tor others. 8e auttered 
aeath tor sins woiob were not His own, tbat men migot live. 

fbe parpose of Polvoarp in referring to the deatb of Obrist ia en
tirely praotioal; Oorist'a eodaranoe of death .furnishes an •~pl•· ibai 
snoald. be imitate~. In on.6 an~ 7, be speaks ot talae oretnran, wbo 
den, tba· teatimonv of ioe oross, • who pervert tb~ orac,les of the Lort, 
and woo say, tbera is n~ resurreotion, nor jadgment. · Against thiJ'loroe 
of evil, · the Pnilippians must taie a firm stand. Tbe greatest &Eaaple 
01 enjuranoe is Obrist on tne oross. 

iSOHATOLOGi 

Polvoarp ilas no e1etailed. treatment of toe_ las~ tninga. Obtiat •tJ¼., 
oome aqain; · ae will raise tbe'dea4; anci Be will.Jamee all ■a~k~nd: 

.fnere is oat one statement wbere a resurreotion of tbe •1ok8CI ~• 1■-
pliett, ob.11,2: "It an, man Goes not ~Detain ftom avarice ae will be· 
d.etiled DJ ia.olatrJ,·· and aball t>e· juclged as if tie· were uon1 tbe G~n~ 
iilea, · who ino• not tile judgment of Gom.• Tbe otn~~ stat•~•n~• ab!!} 
the resurrection applf onlf to the righteous. · Tbe Jodeaen~ will be·•a~e· 
on the oaaia o:t deeda, onap1ier 6,:2. 

78) Dorner, ooo\rine of tbe Person of Obrist. : Divri,voi.i.· 

'14·) 2,1.e; &,21 e,21 '1,1; 11,a. : -
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·TaS OBRISTO~OGI OF TBi DIDA08s 

Tbe Relation of Christ to God. 

Tbe aatilor stresses the· relation of Ohi-iat to Goel • .- Oni-iat ia iDe a
gent ot salvation, bat God· is tne· power baok of Onriat.·Got made known 
ttnowlecage, tai til and. immortal~t, tbro11th tbe· Son • .- Prayers and tnanu
~ivinga are· only a~~resse~ to God; · qlorr is only asoribet to Bi■•· •we 
give Tnaa ~oan1s, · O oar Fatber; -Tnine· is iae ~lorr an~ tbe oower 
"Gnro11~il J~s11s Oilrist; --for ever .and ever. 11 <75> fne· vorc1s 1t«i~ aou•wniob 
are egaivalent to nai, ~ou. 8sou· are applied. to Ohrist.·Tne designation 
uloc is used of Obrist onlr twioe, · and ootb times in the· baptia■~l for
mula .• · B11t mxi c is used five timas.-<7e) It baa been maintained that in 
obapter 10;6 Jes11s is oalled. tne "God. of Oavia. .... ,<77> In· ollapter 101 6"-'it 
reads: "Ls:t szraoe .oome and. _:l.st ·c;ois world. Qass awa, • .- Bosannab to tbe 
Go~· ot David. · It any man· ~a ooly,, 1st aim oomel if an, man be not, let 
nim 1'5J}eot: Maran atoa, Aman •. "' Tbs designation of Onriat as uloc ant 
1t«i,, an~ o• xu9,o,, ant toe soarp diatinotion Kept oi$waen Christ ani 
01 6a6c, tna Fatnar, · in otb9r plaoes, make it hignlv improbable, tnat 
toe a11taor wo11ld in tnis place ander diaoassion, , ascribe· ~eiif to 
Cnris•ii. · Moreover, in otiapter 10~6 tb.~ oonieKt is strongly against re
ferring 8ao, to Onrist. · In -tbis obapter thanksgiving is offered to ine 
tto.i.v ~·a.tner, • , • 2. · To tile Fattier is assigned. tne worlt of orea1iion; to 
ttim is asorio~~ glorr aod al! power; - to Him Delonge tbe Onuron. · Ho tit
le is applied to Obrist tnroagnout toe onapter; He is aaaignei a plaoe· 
as an a~eot. · Ii is tnerefora aouataral and witoout any warrant in int· 
oontext to inierprst c:»a-avv&,~ij 6auaCo· as an asoription of ~raise· to 
aorist. · It mast ratner refer to tne Fatner.· .,,.;r 

Obrist is toe· Lord over tne believer. · Re is the· atant of God.: Obiiat· 
ians sea11ra· tnrougn 8.im aal.vation an<l, in tura, oall Bim Lor'1~ ·_ Otlria'i
iaos baptize, in ~ne name of the Father, · Son, · and Bolf Gnoa,.<,e) Tbe 
Oidaane also oalls Cb.ris·t til~· Son of Goi • . ( 

79 
> 

i!iSOBATOLOGi. · 

In tna last obaptar tbs Oidaoba· giv8a a brief bot olaar atatauai ~f 
tne last tbinga. · First the a~ostaoy:~False pro~nets aoall appear; - iai
guity snail inorease; tne sheep aoall bs _turned into woltea, · and love 
into naie. · Ne~t toe Antiooriat:-the world-teoeiver shall appear aa • 
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Son of God, do signs and wondeia, and. the• eartb aball be given inio~a 
nanda. Ti1en the· t~ii>ulaiion anct final woe:- all orea'iei mankind aball 
oome to toe fiery trial,· anct many aball be· offended and be lost, · bDi 
toe, who eadare in tbeir faith shall De saved by tba, oarae iaelt.<80> 
Toe meaning probably is tnat those who to not fall unier a great temp
tation will be purified and strengthened by it. Tbe phrase 0a11 oreated 
mankinct 11 oan only refer to the living, tor v.7 says,• tbai not all will 
be rais,d from the· ctead;• and then this tribulation ·taKes plaoe before 
toe aa, of jact~ment. All livin~ people will be testem bJ tbia great 
tire. ·· At its olose there shall be a threefold ai1n of toe Parousia:. 
first, toe sign spread. 011t in Heaven, · a .referenoe to Matt •.. 24,30, · then 
the sign ot tna· tr11mpet, · and lastly,. the· reaurreotion of tbe righteous~ 
And ~nen sball tne- world see tba Lord oomint on the olouds of Beaven. 

THi 088ISTOLOGi Of BARNABAS 

Tbe Rela~ion ot Ohrisi to God 

Barnabas fregaeotl~ asoribes to Cnrist the title·~! xup,oc~-<91> Bia. 
aominion e~tende over the Onriatian oommunity. He juctgee men and me
termines for th9m tna final destiny. Be ia ·tbe judge of both the gaio1 
aoa toe dead, · and Lord of tne whole world. 

Barnabas a~sigos oosmologioal faootione to Obrist. The onaiion of 
tne aoiver~e is ascribed to bim. Chapter ~,10 oe says: 0 Jior if be ha4 
not oome ~n tne flesh men ooul~ in no wa, bs~e oeen saved oy·beboldint 
him; seeing that tney have not the power •ben tney look at the aun to 
gaze straight at its rays, though it is destined to ~erisn, · an4 is ihe 
•Rork o:t bis band.s.11 The· e1.altation of Obrist is set forth in oppoai-sion 
to toe numiliation ot His inoarnation and an e&planation ia 1iven fo~ t 
iba oeoessitf ot Sis iooaroation •. Obrist mast De ma~ifeated in the· 
flssb io save men, to destroy death, · to abow tbe war to life. · Re am..~ 
nave the veil of His fleab tbrown over His glory or men 001114 not baa, 
the sient of Him, just as thaf oannot looi direotlr upon toe ·aun. But~ 
if men ooald not look apon tbe eaa, · m11ob less oould they look upon Bi• 
who orsated toe· san.· To,, spiritual oreation of Jesus is plaoad in oloae 
oonneotioo wi·to nia worlci oreative pOiYei-. 

Onapter 16,8 be says: "Wilen we reoaivad ,ti1e remission o:I: aia, a11cl . . 

80) 

81) 
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put our nope on toe lue, we beoame new, being oreated again from toe 
oe_~ianing •. 11 Barnabas interprets the buil<tiug ot a temple to the Loi-i 
tnus: toe material temple talla to destruction, but that one built in 
toa· neart 01 men shall end~re forever. · The· power of Christ to teatl'OJ 
tteatb an~ raise tbs· dsad<aa) is plaoed in close connection with Bia 
ooemologioal funotion •. Tnus we ilava1 a complete picture of toe orea'tive 
power ot Cnrisi: Re createi the world; He creates men anew; and Be 
raises man up ·trom tbe d.ead. · 

Barnabas speaks of to~ pre-existence of Christ. Be was witb.Gom, , the 
Fatner betore tne creation ot tne world. · In~.~ Go1 says to tne Son: 
Let us mak'.a man in 0011 ima~e. 11

• Christ was with God. wilen ttls· Fathicr was 
planning oraation. Baraabas plaeea qreat stress on tbe faot tnai Obrist 
ex:is t .a<i r;,rior to ·tne propnets a.nd. 'Gne olci covenant. The '()ropneta re
o~i v~a grace from Cnrist and propbesied of Rim. Barnabas opposes tne 
vi~n·, nel d. t>y csr·taiu peoJ?ls in nis a.av that Christ is only toe son of 
oavid. He says: "David llimsel:f propneeiee fearing ana. understanding 
tne er.:·oi:· of tne sinners. · Tae tiorei aai<1 11n10 mv uord sit thou on mr · 
r i go•ii nan<i until I matte linV anemies toy footstool. n< 93

> Tnen he quotes 
words wnion tie says a.ra trom tne p1.~ogEle•ii Isaiail: .. 11Tbe Lord said to 
Carist my Lord, whose ri~nt han« I bald., tnat tbs nations sbould obey 
be-tore him, and I ,~ill sna.tte1· tbs· streaetn of Kings.•~ Tilen ne oonolu<l- · 
es •iine g11otation wi tn tna words: 11See now ~avid. oa.lls bim Lord, and 
ctoes no·t say ~on. 11 ·rna passa~e in vmion Barnabas r&i:ers 10 tbe inoarna
Gi on of Cari.st also bears witness to bis pra-exialienoe. He is about to 
oe maa.e manifes·~ in una tlesn; ne appears in gerson. (a

4
·> · Be applies to 

Cnrist tne tit!e eeo, in toe fullest sense ot tne word in one of nis 
re:t:ar enoes to tne incarnation. He says: 11 (,es,; they siloulcl cease to fear 
·Goe Goi woo is ovar you botu; :tor ile oama not to oell men r,itn respect 

. . . ' ~ S . . . d ,i ( 85) . of p~rsoaa, ou~ ~nose wnom ~ae p1r1t prepare. 
Barnabas places little empnasis on tne ~elation of Christ to ~~d: B• 

oa.lis Cb.rist 11Son of .God 11 (ae > anci in Cnapter 14, 6 be says: "For ii; is · 

written that tne Fatner enjoins on oim tnat he snoul~ redeem ua trom 
~arKness an~ prepare a noly people for bimself. 11 

Toe same work an~ tunotion are ascribed Doto to Christ and to Go~, · 
oa·G •tbe two names are not joinett ·togatoer in tbe same expression. In 
6 11 re-creation is asoribed to tba Fatner, anci in 12,; and 16,8 to tne 
s~n. In 21,? Goa is called Lord of the wbola world, and in~.~ Jesus is 
said to ~8. Lord ot tile wtlole· world. Tneee sta~emants su~gest tne egual
i tv of Fatt{er and Son. That wnioh is done by tris one is also <lone DJ ··: .. 

-
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~be ot~er. Obrist oraate4 the worldi Be ._. _aaaooiated wiih the ratber 
in oounael oonoerning the· oreation of the world; -ea naa universal 10 _ 

inion, · as also God bas; Ha· re-oreatia mea, giving tne■ etanal-lite'-8• 
is tne judge of toe· guiot and dead; -and onoe ea is oalle1 God. • 

THE DEATH OF CHRIST • 

Barnabas oonsi~ers man, events of toe Old Testament to be· tJpea of 
toe, aeath of Obrist. Isaao about to be offerat bJ Abraham is a· type· of 
8is death. Tbe aooused goat,• toe aoarlet wool twistem on the tree, the 
neiter tbat is Dorned, · toe orazen serpent, · Moses with nia hand atre'iob
ctd oat in battle, ail ·tnasa are· types of Christ. <97> Moat of these paa
saeaa, bowe,er, spe3~ but little ot the function of Obrist•• death.·In 
?il•~·t;er. ,, !5. be ~•re: . "if tne· Lord end11red to suffer tor our 1oa11:,.,~o 
1na1oat1on is given in wbat wav Bis suffering was for our soal.· In ,,1.:2. 
we oave a olearer statement: "For it waa for"toia reason tbat tne Lord. 
endured to aalivar up his flash to oorruptiou, • tbat wa, abould oe· aaao~
ified OJ tna· remission of aiu, tnat is, bJ nia sprinlded blood.· riJt'tbe 
scripture oonoerning bim relates partly to Israel, partlJ to us, ui it 
spsa~s taus: 'Be was wounded for our transgressions and bruised foMur 
iniguiti~s, bf tlis stripes we were nealed. Be was oroutbt as a anaal to 
tila slaugnter. 1 11 •roe purpose of Christ• a <leatb was to cleanse 111 fro■ 

iniguitv bf tbe for~ivenese of sin. Isaiao, · obapter ~3 ia tben qa~)!~ 
to in«ioate tbe manner in wniob toe death of ·Ohriat obtains our parion. · 
Ibara ·toe servant is a f}E>nal substitute· tor toe sins oi: others,• an~tbe 

I 

appiio~tion of tais pasaags here to C?rist plainly soowa tbat Barnabas 
re~araed ine deata of .Obrist as aabstitutionarv. Chapter 7,2 illustra
tes tne same ·i;ning. He says: "If toan the Son of Gotl, · 1ibo11gil be wat\ne 
Lord ana. was I dea·tioed. to judge tbe living and tbe clsad'·, suffered. in 
order tna.t his wounding mtg~t ma1:e:a us alive, let as Delieve tbat th! 
Son of God ooultt not s11tter exoept for our saite •. 11 Tilere is nothing in 
Cnrist wbion oalla for suti~riri~. Toe grouncl tor ttle s111fering ia in 
taa sin 01 men and oomes from Cnrist's relation to tbe sins of men~ 
His wound is i;tenae~ to ~iva life to men. · Again, · in obaptar 8~1.2 lhe 

idea ot s11ostitation maniteats itsalt. Woen tne sin o~ Israel ~a f~ll 
arown ine priests take a neifsr, slaa~nter anm oora 1~, an4 tnen_~ 
;aopl; are -purified DJ tbs· aprioklin~ of aabea opon tbem •. Jeaoa is oe 
oalf . Be ia otferad DJ sinners to puriiJ toem. Cn~pter 11,1.7 abowa 
that' both baptism and oross seoare remission of sine •. 

I'') ?, 5, ?,' r, I • .,?; 11, ~-
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~SCHATOLOG!. · 

Barnabas has a ~,taile~ treatment of tbe last tbings.· Be applie':'iev
eral names to toe l!ivil Ona. Be oalla bim "the wor1eer of evil 11, the 
11 Blaott One 11

, ."tlle wiolted raler 11
, toe "wiolted one", ''the raler of toe 

r;,rsaant· "Gime of inigaitJ", · and. "tile Evil One. 11 <99> In 18,1 tne parson 
designated by tnese different names is identifiea witb Satan. He bas 

tne aataori tv ·in tois age. Cilap·ter 2, 1 reacis: "Beein~ then that toe 
~ave are evil, and toat the worker of evil himself is in power, · we 
oagat to ~iva aaaa to oarselves, and seeK out the ordinanoes of the 
Lorci. " Tb.ere is a ciomain o:r tile Evil one, bat Cnristians do not t>elone 
to tnis ~ingaom and a,a not ancier bis rule. Thay must bs on their guard 
·~bat 11e may nave no opp(?rtani ty to effeot an entr~noe into tbei? ranlls. 
tl~ anall reign for 6000 years, until the end ot tbe presen~ world. The 
oomplation of tae oraation o.v God in six days, · and his resting at ttie 
end of that period· is interpreted to mean that tne world will ooma to 

· an en~ in 6000 years, then Satan anal! be destroyed along witb tbe 
ear:-·,o, and ·,nan ·tne Sabbatb rest shall be~in. Toe ena. o:i: tne worla. "is 
oonoeiveci of bein~ very near. Tbe Cnristians are told not to mingle· 
wittl sinners ana. wioLted men, b11t 11to sanotitJ the Sat>bato witil olean 
ilana.a and. a pare oear"G, JI tor tbe final stllmbliog blooll is at llanci; 
11v,b.arafore let us pay b.sed in tne· last days. 11 <

99
> Tile Beloved is naa,-

ening and ooming to bis inbsritanoe, and to tois end tile Lord nae oat 
tne a.ave snort. For tie says: 11Tne <1ay is at band wb.en all tbin;s shall 
perish r,itb tne Hivil One; 'tb.e Lord is at band and Bis rewarct. 10 

• 

Cnrist is tne judge. Io toe e1eroise of His otfioe Se is oalled ~Cbr~&\ 8
, 

11 Son of Goct 11 , 11 His Son", and tbs· Lord. ( 90 > Tne order of even ta at tbe • 
Pa~ouaia is toe following: first, · tb.e coming of tbe Lor~; tben the re
aurreotion, tollowed oy the· j11dgment, · tile destruotion ot everything, 
togetoer witn toe Evil One; - tne reward of the rigbteous; - wnd,· laat, tie 
malting of a new aarto,, when "He s~all ollan~e tbe sun aucl tbe moon ani . 
the stars, · and ttien silall He tr11ly rest. 11 

0 

Toe 3·aadmeot will oe made on the basis of oondaot and obar~ter. It 
':I , • • the way• 1f be be 

be· be Qood . nis ridtltaoasness shall go before n1m( 111) , 
_ I ~ • II 91 . 

evii, tba reoompense of bis evil is Defore bim. 

88) 2, 1; 4,.e.1a; · 15., 5; 18, a; · 21• 8• · 

89) 4,.2. a. e; 15.,aee, 21,a. · 

00) 5., .7; 8, 21 · 16, 01 21, 8 • · 

01) 4,12; s,71 15.,51 21, 8• · 
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THI CHRISTOLOGY OF HERYAS 

Toe Relation of Cnrist to God 

Hermas aaoribea to Christ oosmologioal function and assigns to 81■ 
a~thority of t>o11n<1lesa limits •. He ie botb ttu, 811stainer and tbe Lor(o:t 
Gae wools worla. Bat apart trom tnis a diatinotly lower position is 
~iven to Cnrist. Be is not only suboraioate to tbe latber, but under 
tne aataority of toe Holy Spirit and sabjeot to the j11dgment of the 
oeavenly tribunal - tne Fatber., tne Holy Spirit and toe· glorioua ane~ 
aia. -<sa) ttermae ttimself rsalizea tilat tb.e parable, in wnion he repre
sent s tne Son as a slave, • dagra1ee the Soa, ana De oonsegusntly lets 
ina· interpreter answer in~• objection whioo he himself mates.· Be than 
vigoroua1v rapu~iaies tne intention to lower tne Son of Goa, anu main
~ains on tne oontrar, tnat na exalts Cnriat.<93 > 

tlermas iaentities tna inoaroate Christ with tne pre-existent Son of 
Go'2.. <

94
> -rna "Rooit" is toe pre-existent Son ot Go~, olcier tban all ore

a-.;ioo. Toa "Gate" is toe inoaroate Son, aoa is maae 11oew11 because tbe 
pre-.:ix.istant don was mad.e "manifested in tne lasi ctaye of trie enti. 0 

'l'aa r aalii;y o! toe oumaa nature is attirmed re{)eate<1ly. <95.> 
taa incarnate Son is in a oon<1i·,ion oi: -ilamiliatioo. 1'tiis state is 

set ror,n striiin~lv in Sim.V ov tna Parable ot tne Vineyartt. :rae nolm
ar o:c an esi;a."te ple.oea Ilia vineya1•<1 in onarge of a servant, witll toe 
promise ot freeiom, if be fu!tills ois allotted duty. tte does ao :maob 
mo:t"e 'liilan i& eatpsota~ oi nim tna.t tna master of the vineyara resloves 
taat ne soal1 bs ma~e joint-heir with his sou. ffermas tben offers tne 
fo.i.lowin§J explanation: foe estate is ·Gne world.; toe servant is "Ghe Son 
of God; - tne vines are· tne people wnion ne planted;_ toe feooes are tne 
nolv angels; tbe frienas anu oounsellora are the bolf angels wno were 
first sealitJd-. Wnan tile ·xirst oojaotion is raisect, -coat tne Son o:i: Goel 
is aagraaea ov oeing maae· servant, · tno apea~er answers by an eviaent 
ooatraaiotion of aimselr, and sav.s tnai ne has not maie toe Son a ser
vant. B'or il~ savs: "Toe Son of Goa is not ~iven the :f~rm ot a servant, 
bat is ~iven ~reat power and lordsbip. Tnis paraole eball atain be ta1-
sn ap a litile laier. 

Harmas aavs, Sim.Y.6,;: "Tha Holy Spirit wnion pre-e&iata, whiob 
orsatett all oreation, jid Goa make to dwell .in the flesh whioh na will
e<1 •. 11 Tais passage refers to toe relation of the Holy St>irit to Jeaua, 

92) Sim. Y.6 •. 

98) Sim.v.a; 4; - 5;6. 

94) Sim.IX.~2,1-8. 

95) Sim. IX.12, 1-8. · 

-
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. ine inoarnate Ch~iat.· Another view is tnat tbe Holy Spirit ia tba Div-
ine N t f Cb. t .(ee) ~1 . · a 11re o r1a • ,g11.~f; here <1eaignatea the •bole peziaon of 
Jeaas. · Tne same- aae is seen in Joan 1,14: ·6· A6yo, aclpij lyivaTo.·In 8 

similar manner, - Jesas is oalled .&y~p in Sim Ix 6 8· -7 1• 12 7 8• ~°"u"'· 
. ~ , 

1 
• t 1 , 1 1 1 • • O• Cl~ ... ,,. 

u\1f1JAo,., O• ·Cl)•71p.-• ; .•• •. •. •. • .••••• -6, 1,.,00;0,, .INoo~ov x«l~ J.LSY<IY .hop«.· Tba 
numan nature of Obrist is designated by a«p; and spoken of aa the 
d.welling-plaoe of the Holy Spirit: "For all tlesti in •riicb the Holy 
Spirii baa dwelt snall reoeiva a reward if it be foand aodafile4 and 
spotiess,· 11 ~-Sim. V. 6,·?. Tbe relation of the Bolf Spiziit in ,., to uclpt 
is j ast the·. same as in v.?. · Toe relation wbicn the Holy Spirit bolds 
to the inoarnate· Obrist is toe same in rind, bat 1itferent only in de
~~ee· from tbat whiob he oolds_to men. And riere again uapf; mast me
note tne inoarnate Jeaaa,bec~ase of the fact that the reward of the 
oareer is pronoaooad apon the uclpf; by the -Roly Spirit. · Tne Bolf Spi
rit sorely woal~ oot lik~l, be r~preseoiea as sitting io jadtmeot upon 
His own inoarnation. 19 tile iooarnate state Jesus mar be• retarde4 as 
Dein~ sab.j ~cot to toe au·tbority of tbs· Holy Sl}irit, and may receive a 
reward on aooount of His relation toward toe Holv Spirit at tnie time. 
tiermas oatls toe Holy Spirit 11Son11 in tne tleavenlr trit>anal wbiob pass
es ja~gment oo toe inoarnata life ot Onrist,· an~ elsswnere. (S?) It is 
true toat tas application of this title tQ the Holy Spirit introcluoes 

, 

some oonfasioo, oat ·t.nis strange designation comes from toe reqairement 
of tne.parable wnion represents toa oeir of the ooldsr of tbat estate 
as His son. Tnere is, nowever, no intention on toe part of Bermaa to 
oonfusa ·c;na Holv Spirit and Jesus io tllis manner; ·nor cloes toie reward 
of Jesus. ma~ing Sim a oompanion of the Holy Spirit, ae some have 
thou~llt, len~ euppori to the iaea of .adoption. · Tbe pra~erlstence of 
Onrist is made so essential a Qart ot Sia nat11re tb.at it s:1:cludes tne 
possioilitv of a~option. Tna unfailing obe~iaooe and stainless purity 
of a~s lite won tor Him tne judgment ot toe heavenly triDuBal ~oat He· 
d~ae~vea ~0 oe join'G oeir witn tne Holy Spirit of toe Divine estater· 

Tne subordination of the inoarnate· Obrist is further seen from Sim. 
v.6,3, woera aa gives toe people tbs law wnion He receives from God, 

·iine Fa·litier. . 
Tb~ ·numiliation 01 Carist nae tnus been soown under tne tollo11ng 

aepao~s· Ra is raprasante-i as a ·servan·t in cilarga of tb.e vineyare1_ worlt-
·~ u • · • . . . • • t · · as otoer 

ino ~0 - R 1·s free4om· aa is ooad1an~ 'GO ibe Bolf Sp1r1 Josi 
• • ., .1. .. u ' . · · dd d. bf '&08 
man 011ont to be· · Hs· is saboraioate to tile Fatner; He 1s Ja ~8 
~ ':, ' H • r<1ei by be• 

rataer toe Roly Spirit, · and. toe glorious angels; e 18 re~a. . 
. . . • . . . b . i th tbe Bolf 8{)11'1 t •. 

ing e~alted to tbs ~osition of JOlD'G- e1r w 

98) Lake, Kirsopp; "Tbe Apoatolio ratbera!. · II,187. 

4 1 5 a1 11. 1, 2. 1 · ae, 2• · A9l s1a.v.a.e-s.111 , ; , 
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Hermas furthermore· asoribea to Obrist lreat power and loriabip in 
tbe stats of Ria inoarnation. And it ·ia from this point of view tbat 
Hermaa.clenies the "form o! a servant" to tbe Bon. God bas 1iven the 
P.aople over to Him. Tbe Son .himself appoints tbe an1els to ,atob over 
tnem. · Tbs Son bas oleansed taeir sins, laborin~ muob ant undergoing 
m11on toil." 8a bas anown them tbe way to lite. Obrist is •Lord of tbe 
people, · naving reoeive~ all power from bis Fatber~n. The· work of sal
vation from sin involves all powsr. Mand.IV.1,11 oonaiie2a tne ain of 
ad.11ltery:, and. it is said. tb.at tilere is one wno oan· ileal; ; 11it is be ~o 
nae a11tboritv over all things." Here· tne referenoe is to Ohris"t. loci 
it is bsoa11se o:I! 1ibis . worlt of ilealing tilat all . autbori'tf ia asoribef·to· 
Obrist. · His earthly wor~ manifestly baa an aapeot of po■er anm maf~t,.· 
Ta~n woatever tnere may oe of humiliation, suon as Bia aufferinga;"ny 
oe regard.ea. as tae wor~ of His frae· love, as tne means of the ta1ing 
away of oar sins. 198) 

The pre-exiatenoe of Obrist is spoken of in vario11a passages. 8ewaa 
wi~n tha, Fatoer before tas· oreation, · an1 He bad part in the oreatioi of 
t

i.. • i . 
ue 11n1verse·. ·•. . 

Hermas also spealts of Ctirist aa being separate from all tu1miliation • .
Hs· is great an~ inoomprebeneible, and. suetaioa tbe•~bole worlt. Tne 
1011na.atioo of tne On11roo is asoribad ·to Him. Vis.II. 4,1 savs tbat~be 
Onaron was oraatea. before ~il things and thal the world was oreatecffor 
ner sal[e. TQe greateei; bonor and elory tnat oan be given to any onehia 
the· fo11niiog ot tne Ob11rob, · and tbis wor~ is asoribed to Obrist. •Io .. 
Vis.III,1,3 when Hermas a.esired to sit on tne riiht hand of the 0

Lady• 
on tne 001100, · be was foroidden, : and told tbat the plaoe on tbe· rigbt_, 

..... ff 

was tor otnsrs, even to~ tnos9• who have, been well-pleasing to 801,~!nd 
nave s11f tersa. tor the salte of the Name. · In Vis.111:,:2, :I. tbe meaning is 
si;ill olaarsr: 111 Wnat 1 , I said., 1 dici 1ih&J oear0?· 1 Listen•·, sile aaici, 
•stripes imprisonments, great affliotiona, oruoifiKions, wild beaata, 
for tbe ;al[e ot tu.a Name. 111• Via. III. 3, !5 says tilat the 11tower• is the 
Otiarob. . ao<l tnat toe "tower" nae been foancled DJ tbe utteranoe of tne 
alaiigtl~V and ~lorioas "Name". Here, . again, tile re~ere!oa is to _ Obrist. 
Sim. 11.13,.2 spsa~s of tbosa woo bear tbe name of "Gbe ts0n of God ancl 
no,; its power. . _ _ . ~ -

Hermas plaoes little emphasis on tbe rela11~n o! O~r1at to Got, t~e 
Fatoer. Christ reoeives power from -the Father in Bia inoarna~e.sta~e, 
Be is agant of the Fatber. God oalls men to De saved tnrougb 811 sin; 

and. ~od. aives oomman~ment ttiroagb.bis Son. . 
'"' ,::, · · • t o· · "' and ao•-Ba t nowever ni2b. tile ranlC wbiob Hermas assigns o oria • · -~ -

. · . . · . · and ,eeps between tbe Fain,,, 
a-ver o.Lear toe <1~at1no_t .. 10,, ~ •~-~o

1
_o ~ i :m,~ajt, ., r. t.J,f. r. p, .1.11 . 

'I f' I !),r1,.v, ,. ~~,st,,..,,.,, 1 "I~ . • Di.Yi l. Yol •. l. ,.,t.814'-: 
98) Do•a•••: Dootrine or ,be eer■on of· Ob~i•1 •·· · · 
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Son, anu Holy Spirit, ne still holds to the anity of God . as· 
trom Mana I "F. . t , ia seen 
_ . ~ t • : _ ire,; o all believe tilat Goc1 is one, , woo ma4e all 
~aings an~ pertaoted taem, ana maae ail tnin~s to be oui of tna1 wbion 
was no~,• an~ oontaina ell tbinga, anc1 is bimself alone uncontained.n 

l!iSCffATOLOGY.. 

8armas SQaake ot a jad~ment witn 
oomin~ age, oat no juaqe is named. 
ot as oainq varv near. fne -~towar" . 

punisbmant and reward. · There is a 
Tna anu of the worl~ is conceived 
is still building, but it willBOon 

be Dail t, aact ·taa oompletion of tne "tower-". oomss at ine enu of tne 
,·,ot.'la. Tnl;j onlv parP.ose o:t ·,oa world is to serve tbe 0tu1ron, ana wben 
·Gae oaaron is comP.lata~, : tas world is verv natarallv aastrovem. Toe"'~e
sirao~ion shall De DV blooa and tire; the rignteoas will pass tbrougo 
·ta.3 lirioalation, Vis. III.1. 2. '5. The eleot will e1well in '&he worlel to . 
come· witaoat spot anct pure. In Sim.IV.2,1 11tbe worlCl to oome is summer 
for tne rig!tteoaa t>ut winter tor tile wicltse1." All are to De mani:tea"i'ect 
in tnat worl1 and to receive the rawara ot their ~eeas. In Sim.Y,7,4 
bot,h f.Lasn and spirit k:1:1pt Qll!'e, are to be preserved for tbe fu1ure 
lite. In Sim.IX.16,5ft. we have toe tallest passage for line raising ot 
·Gne Old Testament Saints. Toe aposiles after tbair deatn preaobem to 
tn9 Ola Testamen~ Saints an~ gave tbem tne seal ot baptism. It is re-

. n-
marltaole tna·, Eiermas, spealting of tile apostles says, "tnev wen-.; a.own a-
live and oame ap alive" ia oon·traat witn t~e Old Testament Saints who 
"wen·t <1own a.ead. out came ap alive. 11 'l'ilare will be a .ju<1;m"nt of tne 
wiolte(t antt· rigntaous, a graat ·i;ribuJ.ation, a resurreotion of the tlesn 

·· aoct spirit for ~ne rigntaous, anci ~pparently for tile wioited,· tile ain
nare anci libe gentiles, a'Gernal deattl or annitiilation "beoausa· ttleJ 

ttnaw not Him "Gbat orealieei tnem. 11 
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THE OHRISTOLOGY OF fBID IDeISTLt TO DIOGNETUS 

The Relation of Obrist to God • 
• 

Tha· author asoribea to Obrist oosmologioal fanctions. Obrist ore.:ted 
tns world and oontrols it<99

) Obrist is oalled tbe artificer and crea
tor of tha universe, and in onapta~ 7,2 it is s~id t~at all toe eie~nta 
are in auojeotion to Him: "But in truth toe Almighty and all-orsating 
and invisible God bimsel~ rounded among men tbe tratb from beaven, an4 
tha nolv and inoomprebansiols wortt,. and established it in t~eir heart•, 
not,· as one might sup~osa, · by sanding some minister to men,- or an a~el, 
or ruler,• or t"Jns of 1ibo~e . wb~ direct eartbly tilings, or one of tbose 4b 
wno are entra.ated witn line dispensations in beaven, bat tbe very artif
icer and Creator of tbe universe nimself, by wbom be made the oeavena, 
Dy whom ae anclossa tae sea in its own bounds, woose myat~ries all the 
elements ~uard taitntuLlv; · from wnom tbe· sun reoeived tbe meas~re of 
·Gile courses ot: toe a.av, to \'llloss oomma.nd tbe moon is obedient to give 
li~ilt DV nign·t, wnom tlle st3,rs obay, tollowi•og the· oouree• t>y tne moon, 
oy v1bom all tilings v,s~e ordered, an<i orcbdned, · an(l placed in subjecftl'ont1 
t aa ns'l:vens, ·taa eartn and ta.e tilings in tile eartil, the sea and tbe 
·taine1s in tile sea., 'fire, air, abyss, the things in tne ileigbta, tbe 

~ . ,, 
t ainga in tbe dep~ns, · tne things b~twesn them~-- him b~ sent to them." 
Universality of dominion taus belongs to Obrist. An(l He was witb tbe 
Fatne r oefora tile creation and ·tooit part in tbs planning of tile uni~ 

verse. 
-rae v1ri t s1· i.avs bu·t little atrass on tile relatiop ot tne Son to the 

"Fa:i;ner. Tne Bon is tne ~gen·t of tba almighty oraator oi: tne 11niverse, 
•t tre · invisible Socl. God. or-ea.t ad tne universe DV means of toe Son. Tbe 

11 :-. "' l'I • II I: t"' son was s ant oy tila l.t'a.-tner. Cnrist is called tne ijon 01 1JoC1 , 11e 
oalv Be~ottsn Son 11 , "His Bsloved Son. 11 He bears a relation to tbe 
invisiole God. His caaraoter finds expression in Christ. cnrist is 
ca.llsa. 11taa · o.aa 11igtlt$00.s man 11 , • 11 tae llo~y". < 100 > Cnrist raveals tile · 
love of Goa ~o m~n -- God ~ave His Son a ransom, tne bolf for ~be L~•~ 
l ess. c~rist rstlec~s Go<i in His own psrson; yaa, Ha is God n1maeli. 

. . a· Gd (101) God sen·t; 1m as o • . . 
ere-axis~enoe ~s asoribad to Christ. aa was witn tne Fainer ai .~ 1~ 

c,
1
· nnino an<l aote<i as His ooansellor, at tne craa"tion of tbe worl1•· 

06:, :t 

99) Chapter 7. · / 0 ~ / r, /. 

100) 7,4 • . 

101) 7,4.9. 
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TBJi. DiATB or OBRIST. · 
Got in Bia lon1~aufta~in1 and me~o, baa borne with the aiaa of ■aa. 

Now iba, time ia a, baau wben puniaueat and· deaib aboald De ■aiel oai 
•~ a reoompaoaa for aioa.· Ioa~ead ot paniabinl ■ea; hoNver, God~ 
Bia own Son aa a rauom for toem. Tbe Son of God aooompliabN tlli:aci.or1 
of reaoaint men from the power and paniabment of ain by Bia death,· •tne 
Roly" uriog for . the lawless. Be jaatified toe lawless and antodlJ ■en 
ana finally, toe aatoor breata out in words of wonder an4 amazemaotii 
tbe ;reat love· ot God. shown in Bia Son: 00 tbe awaei -e&ob11111a, o ,ne 
ioaorutable oreation, 0 -tbs· unexpeoted benefits, ·tbat toe wiotedoea(ot 
man, anould. oe oonoealed in tbe one righteous, · ant the· righaoaanesfot 
tne one sbould ma1te rignteoaa many wiolteci.·<108> 

Tbs· autnor nae ~ut tew remarta ooncerning toe last toinga. 0n1,o"noa 
ne says tnat iOocinsas will not endure forever, · "ror be will sen1 Biaaa 
jud.ge, an<l wno sball endure His oomint?"·' 104> 

OONOL0SIOti •. 

Tbe result of this e~amination may be giveo under tnree cliaiiaot 
beadings: · .._ 

A.. No onristologioal aevelopmeot is found in tile 1ri1inga ot Iba 
Apoatolio lathers. · . 

B. No toought is found in the writin~s of toe Apostolio fatbera, 
tbat is not also set tortb bJ toe autbors of toe Ne• Testa-
ment. wt 

o. Tne ipostolio Fathers are in agreement in tbeir teaobint with 
tnat of tne New Testament. 

~-
A • . Tnere is 00 coristolo~ical development in toe writings of tbe '~pos-
toiio ·Fathers. · It is true, t~at oertain striking d~fterenoaa an~ ~8:-

0 
tinotions nave Daen touna and, indeed, · sae■ very a1range when oompA~1n, 
one wri~er wito tne otoer. However, suon peouliarities a~• oroug~~.,~ 
. t DV tne 

003
·eot ot ine reapeotive letters and are uue ~o tbe speoial 

DOU . · t· 
purpose tne author ba~ in mina a1 tne time of_oompos1 ~on. (10~> 

Taus in Olemsot of Rome, • we find a very simple oor1atolo1,,_ ~-
, . . .. t t r, A sedition baa atiaen 11 

tie aim of toe au1nor oe1ng ma1nlJ uor a o . • ~ 
. . . a pointed t,y tlle Apostles aav.e 

toe Onuron at Cor1n~n. tldera, · wbo were P . . it t'to 
oeen e&pellem. · Toe letter enueavors to seoure tne1r .r~appo n ■en~ 

, ,, "' ,, , ~. --~ Irr~ ·rL , ..... ~. ,_-,;-; ·5u ~·r"~ . ,· ·. 
108) 9, 5 .• 

104 > '7, a.:· 
I • • ,. &-....A.£L-..... &&,,j ... ~~~ ...... -----
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lead. tbe 1iro11ble•ma1tera to repeotaoo.e anci to aabmiaaioo to tne •l~t!.••:· 
The ooristologioal teaobing is of only seoondary i■portanoe in tne,a"-9 
tar aou ia presented solely as an illustration ot tbe aatbor!e the■e, :.
- the enforoing of aabjeotion to the offioera of the oharon.· 

II. · Clement bas a nigo ohriatolog, •. <1oe) The aa1;hor applies to 
Obrist ine title 8e6c;: aivine attribatea are aaoribed. to Bi■; ae ia , 
plaoed on~ lavel with God, · the Father, in the eKeroiae of Bia powe~ 
anca worH:. · Little, or no smpoaaia, is pat apon His subordination.: We 
nave in tnia homily a rather complete statement oonoerning Obrist,~• 
person and His worlt; a treatment wbioa, when viewed in tbe light o~tbe 
Qarpose oi: this worlt, i. e·.:J t _b.at of a sermon for the Ollriatian 1oiiiii'iii .. 
tf, · ie not stran~e, to say the least, - Dut perfeotly jaatitiaDle.· . 
I In tbs letters o! Ignatius tne metnod. of praaen~ing tbe chriatoitii~ 
oal teaob.ioga is a11t>jeot ·to the special ooj.eot of the autbo1'. All 
Onris·Gians ars urgec1· to ooey tne Dianop, tile preat>Jtera, and. the cleao
ons, to s·trive tor unity among 'tbemselvea, anct to preserve an unomen 
front against false caootrine, espeoiallJ Dooetism. Ohorob anitJ ana 
subordinatioa to toe ofti~ara of the· Oo11rob are oonaiderea tne sate-

. -105) Christia represented aa Lord ot the Ohristian oommunity and, in 
oonjunotion with the father and Spirit, as the baaia ot the~•
liever I s hope of eternal life •. · He is viewed aa being pre-eziat-. .,. ·-
ent, and the scepter of the brightness, the glory, and the 1•~-
est.v of God. · 

Clement has the following peouliarities touohing tbe reif'tron 

of Christ to God: . 
1. · fhree titles are asoribed ezolusively to God: x~p,o,, osa-

no~~C, 6~~Loupy6c.· Tbua God is separated from Obrist. 
2. · The power ot Obrist is described as ruling over tba, ba1iev-

a. · His dominion ia not said to extend over all men.· Ro ooamo.

logioal funotions are aaoribed to Him, though the writer 
speaks at great length on the oreation and preaervation or 

the universe. · He is not the aouroa ot graoe and meror.~i•r 
is never offered to Obriat. Omnipotenoa, omniaoienoe, oreap 
tion, preservation, and universal dominion are aaoribed to 

God, but n~ver to Obrist. · 
4.- ciement piotures Obrist as an agent aotini under the direop 

tion of God, the father. · Thio view permeate■ the entire 11•• 

tar.· 
5. God is said to h~we raised up Obriat rrom the dead •. 

a. · A totallr dif'tef'ent attitude ia taken toward Goel rro• t;h•'· 

whiob ia held towal:'d Obrist. 
I I 
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~uaru against tbe entranoe ot t'alse· dootrine. · Maoh emphasis is plaoeu 
upon ine· reality of tbe· bumao nature of Obrist, · tbougb tbe divine na
ture is also affirmed.· ~gnatius speaks of the wort oi Christ in man, 
instanoes ana under various as~eots. Obrist is oouoeived ot as an eK~ 
am~le tbat m9n 3nould follow.· He baa .paid the penalty of sin by mying 
tor men as tneir substitute.· Hs is tbe· giver of ,Jife, the Prinoe of 
immortality, ·the source of all blessi1151s, the ob,j,ot of praye~ • .- &is 
suooraination is referred to oai sparingly.·Onrist is repreaenteu as , 
Gord over tne whole man, bis boay ~na spiri~. · He is Lord over all man~ 
ltina.. · Pre~e1.is·G:H1oe is ascribed. to Him.· He. is the judge· at the day of 
judgment. · Fataer and ~on are ocnoeived ot as both being toe source of 
grace· anu paaoe. To botb is ascribed election and predestionationi to- . 
~stber, tnev grant merov to men, togath3r, tnev uirect the actions of 
men • . Men belon~ bo·th to Obrist and to Goe1. Obrist is placed. OD tnhev
el ~itb Goa, tna Fatber,· and joins Him in the exercise of the follo;{ng 
tuno~ions: ruling over Cnristians; - governing the world; Deboltting the 
oonouct of man; building man up in faitb, · anc1 in being tbe objeot of 
tne love of tbe believers. · Obrist is called 8s6,.- I~natiua a«drespa 

t,,,.,,.,&A 

Onrist as "oar Lora", · or calla tlim Goc1 in a modified sensJ.·Tbree times 
be calls Bim Go~ in tne absolute sense. · 

fba purpose· ot eoivcarp's letter to tne Pnilippiana bas Dearing'ft:pon 
tns presentation ot nis cnristolo~y. · A·seriee ot exbortations to re
train trom evil and to la~d a godly life are· given witb the example of 
Jesus as the inspirio~ motive. Cnrist is represented as Lord over the 
Cnristian community; important functions are ascribed to -both the Fatb~ 
~rand the Son.· Slignt allusion is maae to toe relation of tbe· Son to 
·a;ne Fatoer. · 

Tbe Didacne also as Clement of Rome, bas a simple cbriatology; tne , . 
aim of tne author bein~ purely practioal.· Toe work is not as muob a 
compen~ ot. ~ootrine, . as a Ohurob manaal~ · Tbe contents may be given 
taus: Ohaoters 1 - 6: pre-baptismal teacning; 

. 7 -16: gueral instruotions to tne Obristian commani~J 
conoaruiog: a) rites (ob.1-11,2); · 

D) ott:ice-bearers ( cb.11, 3■ -1~); = 11)_ 
c) lasl tnings aou tne daty ot watcntalnesa (oo.16) 

Onrist is coooei ,,e~ of as Lord over toe believers; os an agent of Goe&, 
tb.e F·atiler; and as tne mad.·iatt;,r oi: salvation. . . ..&l:~t 

Toe cnristolo~ioal teaobiogs ot Barnabas must be vie~em_1~ iba ~: 
of tne object of-tne letter. · The· autbor polemicises a~a~ns~ ,;~e oe -

. . . . '. k to aiv'& a sp1r1tual interpra 
monial ragairemeots of Jaae1sm. aa_see s (107) at a art from toe ar-
tation ·,o .all tbe commandments oI'. lib.~ La~. 8 P 

107) . See Note 107 on bottom of' page 84■ · 



ga~eo~ aga~ost Ja~aistio praotioea, tbe aatnor baa aa bia aim tbe ap
ba1la1og ot tbe lives ot Christians. · Life, rigbteouaoeaa, ancl lova~e 
oo~oeived. of as tbe tbr.ee ordinances of tile Lora. -<108> in opposition 
to Judaism he snows tnat the way to attain tbe goal of toe Obriatian 
faith ia by means ot an inner lite, rather than by tne observance ot 
external torms. A new creation, tbe indwelling ox Ooriat, circumeihon 
ot tbe neart, pa,;ience, tear, · anc1 s&l:t~restraint are aioa to taitb, .. in
staaa of eacrifioas, fasts, an~ tbe keepiDi of Sabbaths. <109> Alleior
iem .i~ a favorite tigure ot toe autnor. In chapter 10,3, tor example 
ne interprets tns_ ~omman~ not to s~t_s~ine tnua: "Xon ·shall not oo!'§rt 
Wl. lib men ,,no are lJ.K:e swine. 11 Cbr1s1i 1s rspresentecl as toe Creator anci 
Sustainer of ioe universe. · OniversalitJ 01 dominion is asoribec1 t~Tiim. · 
Onris""G toolt pa.l1 t in the, plaanin~ o:t: tne univarse. · Be is called aa6c.· 
Little, or no emphasis ia placed on His relation to tbe Father. 

Tne ooject of the Snepnerd of Hermaa baa Dearing upon tne ohriaiol
o~i~al teaonings of tne- autllor. A vivid picture ot tbe oburob of Rome 
a·i; ·taat t ime is set tortll 11nd.er tbe various torms ot: visions, manci'fi&a, 
an<l parables. · Bermas combats the aDund.ance o! luxury and wealth aa ane 
of tna evils existing in tne Coarcb. In Vis.III.9,6 oe says: "See to it 
"Ghea, VOil who rejoice in your wealth, that tbe clestitute may notigroan, 
anci iibeir- groa-ns go up to .toa Lora, and. you wi to your goods De snot 
ou1ia1a.e tne aoor of tne towar. 11 In Sim.I,8+-11 b.e ears: "Therefore in
~tea<1 of !ands, purcnase afilictea souls, as aaob is aDle, and look/af
ter wid.owe and. orpnana, and. <10 not despise toem, an<l epencl your wealth 
an~ all your estaolisnmenis for such fields and nausea as Jou nave re
oeiva<1 trom Go(1. D·or, tor this reason did. the Master ma"e you ricb, 
tnat vou should. tulfil tbsse ministries tor bim. It is iar Detter ~L 
p11ronase suon lanas ancl nooses, as voa will fincl in ,oar own oity,~wban 
JOll QO to it. · Tbis waaltb is beautiful anc1 joyful, and. baa D&itber 
~riei nor tear, but bas joy~ i'ollow tnaretore. not aft~r tile· we~ltb -~ 
tbe haatben for it is unprotitaDle to Jou, · who ara tne aervan,;a ofl3oi 
Follow your' own wealth, in wniob voa can rejoice, and do not ooante~~ 
!eit, nor toaob tnat wnicb is anotber•s, nor c1aaira it, tori~ ia w1ol
em to aesire tnat wnion is anotnar•s, Dut do your own wort ant roa 

107) 

108) 

OrGttwe 11, • A C.i tar arr Hietorr of &ar 1, Ollriatiani tr• • I, 6J;,.'traa 
the following statement: "Tbe general argument of the treatiae 

that J udaism at anr rate in tbe oeremonial aapeot, 
is to prove , . 
ie not an expression ot the mind or God, but a oarnal ■iainter-

. e the r1rat intended. 
pretation of the oommandmenta that were rom . 

to be wholly spiritual~~ 
1 

• o,11"' •Cc~1 It'/ "~~:: / 4>, 
. 109/ ~, 2-t'. ,.111: ,, , . ; 

1, e. : 
. 8. 10• 9 1; oha te..- 10; 15.• 18 • . 
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snall De saved.. ·11 Tbe poaseaaioo of more than enougb to eat, wbile otb
ers are suffering from want,· is a oondition wbiob be seeks to ohange. 
The tollowing sins are spoken against: abuse of wealtb; •e1travaganoe; 
adultery; lying; anger.· Warninea •~•inst false prophets are given.· A 
se·vere d.enunoiation of these •wolves in aneep•a olotbing• is founcl in 
Mand..tl,1-3: "Be is a fd.{~a prophet, who is oorrupting tbe understand
ing of the servants of God.. He oorrupts tbe understanding of tbe doub. 
lewiodea, not of tbe faithful. · Tnerefore, these double-mindeo men oome 
to biw as to a wizard, and· as~ bim oonoerning their future; and that • 
tals&, ~ropbet, having no power oi tne Divine Spirit in himself, speaks 
with tnem aooord.in~ to their requests, • and aooorning to the desire of 
toeir wickedness, and fills their souls, as thev tnemaelvss wish. · for 

--A,,, 
ae is empty and maltes amptv aneviars ·to empty men; · i:or whatever question 
is pu~ be answers acooraing to the emptiness of tne man. But ne also 
apeaKa soma true wora.s, for tbe devil fills bim with bis spirit, · t~ee 
it na can. breai any ot tbe righteous? Hermas, furthermore, ~ives the 
mar~a oy wbich a tlase prophet miv be distinguieoeu from the true, · and 
s~eaits ot tna {l~cstruction tnev aave wrou~bt in ·i;be otlurob, lea<ling man 
astray.· tne virtaea insisted UQon are· faitn, tampsranoe, power, long
sufferin~, simpiiciiv, ~uilelessaess, holiness, joyfulness, ,rutn, 
undarstana.in~, · concord, ana lova.<110> '!'b.e object ot ·toe Soepherd of 
B.ermaa is ·tue c,ringing ar>out ot" a. retormation in iitie Ob11rot1 at Rome. · 
Onrist is repreaanted as ~ua·,ainar of tne anivarse. · Onive~aalitJ of 
aominioo is ascribed to Bim. He was assooiatad witn tbs Fatoar in the 
plauain~ of ·to~ universe. Cilrist is oalled. 8so,.· His subordination is 
~iven but liut!e traaument. · 
· ·rti-3 onris.-Golo~ioal teaonings of tae ·l!i{)is·tl.a to Oio~netue m\lst De 
consiaarea in ina li~nt of tne purpose tna autnor nai in mind at i~ 
composition. · ·rn.a object ot 1iila la'Gter is •iio sat fortti toe God, !~ all 
uari,stians worsnip, as tb-9 only true God ana to <1afan~ tna Onri~ti~n 

I
s 

maanar of lifQ, -- a lite of ~indness _and good~will toward tne~r 1al
low~mea, · an« of patien~ dnauranoe under pereeoution. · Tae _follow~ne.u._ 
poinlis ara ·toucbad 11pon: 1. · tae riciioulous ?oa~aot~r _ o~. ,;tie. nsa~; ~e~ 
li"ion; 2. •tae unj ustitied slau~ers a.~ains,; tna Car1s1~a11e, .. -~: J!.r_1s"G 
· · f beind a.tn~ists· 4.: tnay are aoousaa. of aa"&1~ 011"!" 
1.ans are a.ccus~Cl o '!" ..., ' • • • • • , t b Cb.rfati&:ns· 

.,lesa· . . &;;. • •tbe e2eal teci nature 01 ·c;o,s moral1 'lif li&u.gn V ob,,;,t _ '. 
man 1. , "J• • • c· · · 7, Obr1a"G 
6. · tbe fulfilment ot tae Old Testament propbeoiee in or1si:· •-.o-

• • d. "· raoes o:t: it are found. in beat hen 
iani·tv is tile perteot religion, an " !"\ • f . 

. . . d fas toe creator and ~Gsta1ner o 
pnilosopbars. · On~1st is_~onca1ve _o_ n is asoribed to Bim. · Cnriat·was 
the· universe • .- On1vsrsal1tv of dom1n10 . a t toe· universe. Onriat is 
associated with tbs Fatner at tbe pla~o10, o 

I n/ e,...:,_.._ '{"F(, Ir_ 2 • 

·10 Sim. IX 1.6,. 2.,: 



-----

: . 
! 
1 

-. 

-
4 

I . 
I 

-! 
i . , 
• 

.. 
I 

i . 

oallett 8e6c.· Bis b11man nature is not referrea to at great lengtn. · 
B.· ~o tnoagnt is foana in tne writings ot toe Apostolic tatne2i'ftnat 

ie no·t also set fo1·to by ttut Authors of iile New Testament.· It is troe 
~aat certain statements are made wnioa, indeea, appear very atrang,to 
tns ears ot ~na rea~sr, · oat are, · witboat d011Dt, due to the peculiar 
trea·tmttnii of tile· onristoloeioal· material by tile indiviciual eiter, as 
Yla11 as tio tna speoial ot>jeot of tne respaoiiive letters. 

Thus, tor example, • Clement of Rome•~ treat~snt of toe ohristologiJa1 
material is somewilat diaapJ)oin·ting in view of tna· faot tnat iie ~o~ot 
say eno11~h at>out tae Son of God •. Bis pioture of Obrist is not oom~te.: 
H.owevar, s11oh wetb.od o:t presentation does not argue against tlls~t~r 
~OKV o! the- autbor. · It tas not as maoh bis intention to write a o6mpenm 
ox: <10ot1•ioe, as a manual ot insiiruotion to righteous and. oolJ living • .-
·.r na• aim of •iine a11iino1• is clearly nortatory. · ~· A~ain, in toe· Sn~pbera of Hermas, tbe author spea1s of a stranie re-
le/Gioa aK-ia•c;ino oe-.;ween Cb.t•ist and the Holy Spirit. · Tlle Holv Spirit is 

~ ~ 

oa!led. "Son II in tna naav,anl v triounal that passes j 11C1gment apon"'~ne 
iife 01 Christ in tne tlesn. Here, too, · an 8Kplanation is at nancC~~?oia 

\,"l.t • 

s~range aesi~nation oomes from the reguirement ot tne parabie wniob re-
oresents une neir ot tne owner ot tnat estate as bis son. · -r-R-.. 

1~ li~s manner an explanation oan also be touna tor otner dittioal• 

ties. · 
o. • •r 0.:,, Apostolic Fatile1·s al'e in a~raament in tneir teaoning •~ 

taat 01 -608 New 'L'es1iament. · Tila tol!owing points of importanoe a1·e set 

r:or;Gil: 1. • tne aiviniliY and. aumaoi·,y ot Obrist. · 'Nbile tha Apoatol~v/- . 

l!'athara ao not ampo.asize tile tact til_at 011.1:ist is one in person, ~ noi 
two,• tais is always pre-supposed. · 2. · aeaemption. 3. Salvation tb oagn 
faitn in Him. · 4. ~sonatology.· 
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