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3. Believers {in the Real Presence for the forgivencss of sins), and
4o Fwee from public offense, “0 Perhaps the bare mininuwn of “worthis
resst ip presonted in the regulations for chaplains adopted by the Army
and Navy Cexnmission of The Luatheran Churche=lilusouri Synod:
In excoptional cases syasdical followship ie not 2 ascessary pro-
condition for admission o t;m Lozrd's Suppers « « « The chaplaio
or pastor may communc such men in the armed forces as are
conscious of the need of repentance and hold the cssence of £aith,

incloding doctrines of the Real Presonce and of the usrd'a Supper
ac a means of grace, and profeas acceptance thoreof. ©

Gome Lutheran churches practice Close Commupion apd insist on ade

ng only these to Communion who have received suificient instruce

ticn and have given an account of their faith. Nevertholess this noed

not slways be formal inatruction nor a2 formal, public confession of

the f=2ith of the church body, for "while the Lord's Sapper is indecd a

meal of fellowehip, we have nover se strossed this fsature as to exclude
from its consolations anyone in every sease “"worthy" of the Sacrament. wl
The Latheran Churche=liigsouri Synod, which practices Close Cosuaune
ion, comumunes people in hoaspitals znd cther public institutions without
formael instyuction in the Catochism and without demanding a formal proe

foosion of Christian doctrine. ¥ INot only in emergencies, but also

40?10931'. ope gites P 383, _

Heonsodore Gracbaer, "Holy Gomunupion and Synodical Membere
ship, ' The Lutheran Witacss {June 22, 1943), p. 2.

42mid,
“3mid.
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at other times it may be permissible for the pastor to comumuae people
who are not membeze of his denomination., The pastor in many cases
should not refnze admission to ‘lother Lutherans' who are coldierc or
who become temporary residents a-z.d who can be considered “wozthy. ndd
‘The pastor will gladly administer the Sacrament to all those wha aualify
&8 being “worthy, " -

In love the pastor st deny the Szcrament ¢ him who comes un=
worthily. A peraon who comes in an vaworthy manner is a person who
will not examine himmself, This incindes the ungodly and impeniteat
because they zrefuse to examine themselves., The heterodox fail to
examine themselves as they chould becauece of their inadeguate doc-
trinal beliefs upon which an cxamination raust be based. Those who
vofuce ¢ amend thelr sinful life refuse to make a sincere exmaminge
tion. &lzo included are children, the uncomscicus, and all those others
who cannot examine themselves. 45 :

This imposes several obligatiorns upon the paator. The pasior
rauct be certain that 8 person is ungedly or impenitent beiore he can
deny him the Sacrament. For Fieper, guoting Walther, says,

To keep a pastor fvom unjustly refusing Communion, and at the
same time to save the pasier ucnecessary scruples of conscience,

“ma.

45:3. . Steffens, “Safegunardicg the Lowd's Table, " Broceed
of the E‘iftg-&e-cné Counvention of the Sastern District, June 24-30,
1925 {Che Lutheren Charch ——hiiggouri 5y vaod) |§t. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 193;5'] s o 49




o e

20

the reminder is in place "that a pastor need not be sure of 2

Living faith in those desiring Communion from hime--for who but

God could bo? «=; ho raust merely be certain that if they are not

Christians, thic is not manifest ow provable. né
While the pastor will avoid tyransizing consclences, ¥7 he will deay
the Sacrament to the manifest, open, impenitent sinner.

On the othey hand, when the pastor is dealing with the heterodox
oz the stranges, he mmust mmake certain that ke can examine himeself,
The pastor is aware of the posoibility that the stranger doeen't realize
that ke is acteally committing 2 sin by going to the Loxrd's Supper with-
cut repentance for his cine and without faith. "“The stranger may feel
that Holy Communion is just another custom of a Christian Church, like
singing hywons, kaeeling, or contzibuting to an offering."4® Thercioze,
in dealing with the stranger and the hetorodox the pastor will deny
themn the Sacrament, uvaless he is convinced of their ability to examine
themagaelves. This would reguire a statement of belief on their part.

The pastor must deny the Sacrament o thore who refuse to amead
their sinful life, because they refusc to make 2 sincers ecsaminaﬁon.

Heze the pastor treads on very dangsrous ground. He must distinguish

between those whe are combatting sin and those who have completely

%Pieper. op. cit., p. 338,
47Pieper. op. citys quoting Walther, p. 388.

“Don Definer, Why Glose Communion {2nd reviscd edition;
c.1955; obtainable from the author, 2718 Forest Avenue, Berkeley 5,
California)s pe <.

e -—-mnr-'m-_J‘
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giver up the fight. The pastor may deay the Sacramont only to those
who he is certain have given up the fight. aid

The pastor must also deny Comomunion to those who he is sure cane
not examine themselves. The pastor will, therefore, give the Sacrae-
mment to uo one who hes ast been provicusly instructed. Neither will
he gzive it to one who does not know what the Sacrament is aad fo» what
purpase it was instituted. 50 Meither will he give it to a2 person who
docs not have a basic understanding of the Christian £2ith, who doss
not understand law and gospsl, sin and grace. 51 ong pastor will, then,
deay communion to thogse wio are urinformed oz are otherwise incapae
ble of making the judgments required in a self-examiration.
3 The pastor io the loving leader of a flock of individuais. These indi-
viduals have their own peculiazr problems and their own peculiar atiie
tudes as they come for Communion. Czamanske classifics five goneral
types of comzmunicants:
Calendar communicaats
Conceited communicants
Caweless comxmunicants

Carcefull communicants e
Conscientious communicants e

ool L0 DN b
-

“Isteffens, ops cit., p. 50.

50p. muegele, Why Must Lutherong Practice Close Communion?
{Revised No. © in a series of Luthoran Witness Tracts; Pitsburg:
Lrnevicon Latheran Publicaticn Boazrd, n.d. ), p. 10.

"-’lThe Warﬂg Communicant, De 7.

52y, M., Guamanske, Communicants Glassified {Tract; Sheboygen,
Vigsconsing MeP., R.d. )
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The pastor in loving concern will treat each type differently. He will
use Faul’s warning that the Sacrament mnay be eaten and drunk to a pezr=
soa's judgment and to his guilt of the body and blood of the Lozd only

with people whoe arce cxceedingly careless with regard to spivituzl mate

In addition to the pastor's natural concern for individuals, new
problems have entered the picture which make it mnandatory that a per-
son's "worthiness"” be determained on an individual kesis, With the
prosent mass movements of population, new problemns confrent the
pastor. Gone are the days of tho hard and fast rule. As s result, the
pastor must determine individual "worthiness' in the case of each per=
gon coming to him for admission. 54

indeed, the pastor hao the responsibility to distinguish the peni-
tent from the heathen maa 2nd publican aad to safeguard against an
undizceraing or havd-hearted cating and drinking leading to judgment. 55
However, it should be recalled that the pastor has this responsibility
not solely or primasily, but 2s something shared with the commuai-
cant, Yet the pastor has the mpanﬁlbﬂity. Recoganizing this, the

zastor will do everything he can to insurc a cornmnunicant's worthy

5334ueller, op. g_i._i.:_ » Pp- 4L

54Graciner, op. cit., p. 210,
550efiner, op. cit., p. 1L
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participation in the Sacrament, to caicguard the communicant against
an unworthy participation, and to safeguazrd the Sacrament from profa-

nation. The pastor necde a method of carrying out this reeponsibility.

T y-—Y



CHAPTER I
THE FPRACTICE COMMENDED
Salutary Customn

Although the pastor has no Scripturally stated methed of practicing
ihis responoibility, pevrsonzl anuouncement has been commended 23 a°
fine method for aiding the commmunicants in their preparation and for
keeping the unprepared from an unworthy participation.

Seripture doeg not ewpressly commmand a pastor to foliow the prace
ticoe of communion announcemnont, Soras, however, claim that the prac-
tice is demanded of the pagior on good Scriptural bases. Since the
miniater is a shepherd, bBiszhom, watchmean, and steward, and because
of the confessional character of the Lord's Supper, it is the colemn duty
of the minister “to insist that those who would receive the Sacrament of
the Altar previcusly register their names with kim and give him an oppor-
tunity to speak to them. ul  In gddition to this Scriptural basis ‘Walther
said that, since the Latheran Confessions state that the Sacrament is

for those who have previously been examined and absolved, it would be

! Sohm B, C. Frits, Pastoral Theology (2ad edition, revised; St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1745), p. 109,



a5
against @ pastor's conscience to accept 2 call tu 2 congregation which
rvefused o agree to announce themselves pergonally for Communion. a
Frits save,
Cecasionally we find that some of our Christian people are not
convinced of the necessity of Communion registration and inaist
that the pastor has no »ight ¢ demand it. '« « « This; however,

dare not digoeade a &,rtsﬁal pastor from doing what the Lord and
the pastor's own conscience demand of him. 3

ivte that by registration Frito means personal announcement.

Although many do not claim that personal anncurcement is demandad
of the pastor, many do sanction it a5 an old church custom which should
Le retained., The evidence i the anthor's dicposal did not reveal the
exact timae when the custora was begun. It is generally felt that all the
Ghristions in good ztanding in the caxrly church were expected to and
did astend Holy Communion every worship service, at least every Lozd's
Day. £1 who were not members o good standing were asked o leave,
80 no personal announcemem: wae necegsary. Ik ic thovght that with the
rise of Christianity a5 a stote religion, with the resultzat rise of tho

umber of hypocrites and the decreage in pergonal Commmunion atton=
dapae, the custom was begun., Al any rate it was practiced ia the Roman

Chuzch at the time of the Reformation, and Luther maintaincd the

z.'ﬂ. H. Steffens, “'Safeguording the Lord's Table,” Procsedings of
the Fifty=-Socond Convention of the Eastern District, Junc 24-30, 1925
(‘I‘nc Lautheran Chuzche=hissouri Synads Et. Louls: Concordia Publishing

House, 1925] , p. 43.

peits, ope cite, p. 10,




a6
practice, especially to combat the ignorance of the people and the
errors of Rome. Thic customn was carried over into many Lutheran

Kirchonordnungen, as Herrmenn's Tonsultztions reveal:

We will that the pastors aedmit no man to the Lozrd's Supper which

hath zot at first offered himself to them; and after he hath first

made a confession of his sing, being catechised, he receive abso-

lution according to the Loxrd's word . . . 2nd for this purpose let

the people be called together at eventide the day before. 4
Personal anzouncement of intention ¢o commune iz 25 old as the Luth-
eran Church and has been practiced to the present day.

Personal announcement of the desire to coramune is still commended
&o o salutary custom. It is commended as an arzangement which en-
ables the pastor as ths steward of the mysterics of Cod to exercise the
necessazy supervision over thoce to whom he administers the Sacra-
meat.~ Anncuacement is glorified 2s a custom which through the ages
has broupht great blessings o countless soula. © Itis commendedasa
moethod which will aid the spiritual condition of the pastor’s flock, which
is o method the pastor can use ''to prevent the great harm that unwozthy

and unprepared communicants would bring upon themseives, and to

Y ucted in Steffens, Op. Cit.s Po 43.

STheodore Grachaer and Faul B, Kretsmann, Toward Lutheran
Union (St, Louim Concordia Publishing House, 1943). p. 187.

6:-331-:5. Bamls. “Registration for Holy Communion, '' The x.uth-
ezan Witnoss (January 14, 1957), p. 10.



a7
help all communicants to become worthy and welleprepared® to ree
ceive the blessings of Communion. | The main purpose of announces-
ment, then, is twoefold: to prevent the harm which the "unworthy" come
municant would bring upon himeaclf, and to help the comamunicant towazrd

& werthy maenner of reception.
Announcement Prevents Horoa

The pastor is strongly urped to practice the method of personal
announcement for Comumunion 26 a zood way of carrying out his cone
cern to safeguard the communicant against an unworthy roception and
by zo doing alse to cafeguard tho pastor and congregation as those who
maust administer the Secrament. © In addition to the common courtesy
of letting the pastor know who io going to attend as in Baptism, ? ana
thus permitting hin to prepare cnough materia, anncuncement enables
the postor to practice closc communion by limiting attendance at the
Lozd's Table to those eligible, Some writers give the imprsasion that

rsonal announcement is the only method the pastor can use, ""Chvi-

sualy only through’ persoral announcemeat ''can the pastor limit

®. R. Zucker, "The Lord's Supper, " The Abiding Wozrd, edited
by Theocdore Laetsch (8t. L.ouis: Concordia Publishing House, c.1947),
I, 243.

5p, B, Kretemann, "Admission to a.ndRegis't_rattan for, the Lozd's
Supper, ' Cuartalschrift (april, 1352), pp. SaL

? Zucker, ;:_s_uotes Luther, ops cite, pe 243,
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GCommunion attendance to those eligible. v10  n addition to personal
announcemment Deffner would add the public announcement of the prace-
tice of close coxamunion, 11 needed to keep out the “'strangezr. "

Decause the ''stranger’ for obvious reasons will not present hime
self for personal announcement, the practice secems to be geared for
church members. Since the pastor knows that there will be hypocrites
in his flock, he uses the practice of personal announcement for Come
munion to weed out the imapenitont and those who malicicusly cling to
false doctrine; by this practice the pastor catches the open sinner who
is a church member.® The practice of personal announcement thus
becomes a ‘'check’” on ths flock's penitencs, 1 helping the pastor safee
guard against an unworthy reception cn the part o{ oue of his flock. I,
a5 ioc gencrally agrecd, the frequency of a person's attendaace at the
Laord's Table is an adequate barometer of the vitality of his spiritual
life, psrsonal anncuncement, as well as simple registration, could also

serve the pastor as a means for keeping tab on this concorn.

W05 rancis Picper, Christian Dogmatics (St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
liching House, c.1953), III, 386.

B-¢, Don Definer, Why Close Communion (20d revised edition;
c.1955; obtainable from the author, 2918 Forest Ave., Berksley 5, Calie
fornial.

‘lzIbid- s D 154.
LBmid., p. 15.
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Personal announcement gives the pastor a chance to explozre a
pevoon's faith and life. The pastor czplores not by divine command,
but on the basie of the scul's aced. The pastor is to explore only those
peroons with whose f2ith and Hic he is unfamiliar. To explore in caces
where the paster is dealing with Christians well known to hiza would be
2 needless burdening both of the pastor and of the registrant. 14 Pieper
axpiaing the pastor's rels during exploration

The person rogistering should not be subjected to a2 “rigorous

cxazpination, ' but be induced by way of a friendly intorview to

reveal the state of his Christianity and to tell what the Lord's

Supper is and why he desires to partake.
flzus the axploration which the pastor comploys during porsonal announces
ment io not an inguisition; it is not o timne to scarch ocut seczet sins or
Lamily offoirs; but it is 2 friendly convercation by which the pastor can
sikillfully find out all he neodo to kmow without letiing the person kuow
ho is bolng cwarnined. 10 The euplosation, then, would seem o be
maialy for peonle whom the pastor does not know. Since the pastor
should lmow the members of kis fiock, it would seem that this part of
pezsonal anmouncerent is for the stranger who is approsching the Lozd's
Table for the {irst ime in that particular place. Iowever, it is not

mentioned how many times & person is to announce himself personally

ldpiepel'. _o_Ec 2‘-&. B 386.

‘3mig. .. se7.

mFr!tu; op. cit., p. 2.
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for Comyaunion; lwhether: he must announce sach tizae he plans to attend,
or just the first time. This might woll be a process which the pastor
is wrged to use on each perzon who aznnounces. At any zate, the explora~
tion of the announcemant sossion ig said to help the pestor safeguard a
person against an unworthy veception by discovering the spiritual state,
as far as iz hamanly possible, of the persca who anacunces, giviag the
pastor 2 chance to warn againct sin when necessary, according to

Ezeldel 3,
Aunnouncement Helps the Comzauaicant

Pevsonal announcement is commended as a practice which helps the
comznunicant become preparod {o participate in the Lord!s Suppezr ina
worihy manner. It may offor the chance for Private Confession and
A boolution, which is always spiritually beneficial, Although Private Con-
fepsion and Absolution io not mandatory, it should bo offered for the sake
of those who feel the need for it. Private confesscion should be retained,
because

i, It may serve as an outlet for pent-up emotional forces;
2. I givea the pastor an opportunity to give reassurance of Chriat's

forgivences; 3. It gives the pastor an opportunity {or counsel; 4. The
confessee can be sure that his ains are forgiven as certainly as if God
Fizaself had spoken it. 17

"Since private confegsion is no longer a commwon practice in our Chuwch,

it iz nocessary that the pastor take occasion &0 speal: to his parishioners

73, 6. C Einer , cditor, "Class Comunents on Holy Commmunion

Thesis" {(Mimeographed conumnenis on the fourth year Fastoral Theology Class
of Goncordia Seminary, St. Louls, dated November 12, 1956), ». 3.
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when they registor for Communion, ntd Personal announcement is thus
commacnded as a practice which affords the pastor an opportunity for

counscl, In the Catechism in common use in The Lutheran Church--

Missouri Synod for the last {ifteen years that Church asks that all those
who wish to conmunune make their intention known to the pastor "so that

he may hove an opportuaity to speak to them in the interest of their

spivitual welfare, nl? Since the pastor is, however, not to pry into
secret sins or coax 2 private confession out of a2 persgon, from the view-
point of the pastor taking the initiative in speaking, the pastor has very
Lttle room o operate. The communicant is given an opportunity by
announcement to speak to his pastor about anythiag that is burdening his
heart. In thiz scnse, then, that the pastor is able to speak directly to
a person's problem in a counseling situation, personal announcement
providee the pastor with a blessed opportunity for the cure of soula"
and "an unparalleled opportunity to . . . solve the problems of the
troubled soul, "%

Personal annosuncement is recommended as a practice because it

serves at a help to 2 pereon's own seli-examinstion. It is the pastor's

Breits, op. cit., p. 11,

195 Short Explanation of Dz, Martin Luthor's Small Catachism: A
Handboolk of ik of Christian Docizine (St. Louis: Goncordia Publishing House,
¢.1943), . 205. ;

2°A. H. CGrumm, "Making the Liost of the Gommnnion Announcemeat,

American Luthoran (June, 1940), p. 12.



