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E S C H A T O L O G Y -

A. Dissertation 

submitted to the Faculty of 

voncordia seminary 

in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the degree of 

Master of 8acred Theology. 1CJ,;lt./, 

Luther A• Schuessler. 
, 



introductory. 

The purp ose of this inquiry is to present a brief 

res··r.1e of Paul ine .J!;schatology in the narrow sense as it 

is r epr esente~ in the thirteen ~pistles of Paul and in 

the di s c our ses a ttributed to him in the Book of the Acts. 

Since t hese ~pistles and discourses comprehend the cardinal 

truths of eschatology, the value of this inquiry is obvious. 
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Pauline ~schatology • 
. 

I. ~econd Advent of Christ. 

A. llividence. 

The fact of a second 1 final and triumphant advent of Christ to 

resurrect the dead• to Judge the quick end the dead and to bring to 

an end this terrestrial world is clearly and firmly es_tablished by 

the A.post le l:'aul. i'he second ad vent of Christ is referred to in l 

Cor. 1,7: "So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting f'or the coming 

(revelation) of our Lo1"d Jesus Christ". 2 Thess. 1
1
7:"Ylhen the Lord 

Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels". l Cor. 

15,.E.3: "Bu.t every man in his own order: Christ the firstfru.its; aft·er­

ward they that a re Vhrist's at his coming". 1 Thess. 2,19: "are not 

even ye in the presence of our .Lord Jesl:S Christ at his coming?" 

1 Thess • 3 1 13: "To the end he may establish your hearts unblameable. 

in holiness before God • even our !4'ather, at the coming of our Lore! 

Jesus Chri st v-.-i th all h i s saints". 1 Thess. 4,15: "we wr.ich a.re a­

live e.nd rems.in unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 

Which e.:re e .. sleep". 1 Thess. 5 ,23: "be p1•eserved blameless unto the 

coming of ot;.r Lord Jesus Christ". 2 These. 2,1: "Pow we beseech you 
b1~ethern by the coming of ot.:r Lord e;Tesus Ghrist". 2 These. 2,8: "and 

shall destroy with the brightness of his coming"• l Tim. 6, 14: "un-

til 2 Tl·m. 1,10·. "Bu·t is the appearing o:f our Lo:r·d Jesus Christ"• 

now made manifeat by the appearing of our Se.vior Jesus GhriSt " • 

Tim. 4,1: "l charse thee therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 

Ch1~1st, who shall jud..)e the quick e.nd the dead e.t his appearing"• 

2 

2 Tim• 4 • 8: "Henceforth there is la.id up for me a crown of righteous­

ness. which the Lord the righteous judge, shall give at that day: and 

not to me only 
I 

but unto all them also that love his a:ppea.ring" • 

d h and t he ~lorious a.p~earing · Titus 2 1 13: "Looking for that blesse ope .... 

-
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~ 

of the g rea t God a nd our Savior Jesus Christ". l Thess.~ 1 16: "For 

the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout with the voice 

ot an archangel, ~.nd with the tru.m:p of God". 2 Thess. 1,10: "~l.'hen he 

shall come to be 6 lori:f"ied i n his saints". 



.3 
B. Terms. 

The Apostle cml)loys the terms 
, , t; , 

.A.1(0l(.A.). V'l'I $ and "'/JA-Et'-

Jesus Christ. 

·1f;A t O tJ fl' L J. 

to desi8'!late the secon~ coming of 

denotes "coming", "ad vent", "arrival 11 , "presence". 

It is never applied to the incarnation of Christ, and could be ap­

plied to His second c oming only. -pj.(!oul't."-'. occurs in 1 cor. 15,23; 

1 Thess. 2,19; 3,13; 4,15; 5,23; 2 Thess. E,1.a. , 
'£,r,. fttA-YS 1.,1.. means "appeara11ce", "manifestation". 1t can 

distinguish bet11een the "fj_rst advent" and the 11 second advent", the 

past ap-pee.1·e.r.ce of Gin~is t ~.nd His fut i;re glorious manifestation. lt 

occurs in 2 TheRs . ~ 8· l Tir:n 6 l~· ~ m1•m 110· 2 Ti"m 4 1 6· Tits - .._. , t ••• I -, w J. • I I • t • I U 

2,13. 
, , 

'A 11o K ,I. ,I. fl t/'I S is synonymou s with .,,-_ e olJFtlA. and means 11re-

velatio1111. It presti.p:roses the :preexistence of the I:!essiah in hidden 

form previou s to his :t~a.n ifestation, either in heaven or on earth. ! t 

was adopt cd by the c.;nri stians because Ghrist had been •ni thd1•awn into 

heaven a n(l 1:ould be :pt.blicly demonstrated a s the Christ upon His re­

turn. "Atr0 1(,J.)uff'IJ occurs in l cor. 1,7; 2 Thess. 1,7.8. 
~" , , e""" Ee -<. is a l s o syri ~nymous 'INi th -rr~ t O fl l"t. 6'. • "Day" t "the 

day of the Lord", "that day", "the day of the Lord Jest1.s", while em-

1>loyed of the generally, is mostly associatea with the 

Judgment, so as to becor,1e a synonym for Judgment. lt refersto the 

last day, the day in whi ch Chri st will ret~rn from heaven, to raise 

the dead, t o hol d the fi1 '".l judgment, and to comylete the "'-'Ot·k of sal-

ti ~ 5 Rom. 13,12·, l Cor. 1,8·, 3,13; va on. The yhr Rs e i s fot~nd in Rom. ~, ; 

5,5; 2 ,Gor. 1,14; Phil. 1,6.10; 2,16; l These. 5,2.4; 2 Thess.l,10; 

2 Thess. 2,2; 2 Tim. 1,12.18; ~.s. 
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c. Time. 

Paul definitely taught that the time of the second coming of the 

Lord Yle.s uncertain and u.nknov,n. He never pretended a knowledze of a 

divine revel~tion respecting the time of the Parousia, but contented 

himself with saying, that it would come suddenly ~nd unexpectedly. 

l Thees. 5,1-3 we read: "But of the times and seasons, brethern, ye 

have no need that 1 write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 

that the day of the Lore. so cometh as a thief in the night. For when 

they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destrl:.ction cometh up-

on them, as t r avail u pon a woman with child; e.nd they shall not escape". 

irany modern commentators and theologians, as 1''rarJle, ·;;eiss et.al., 

adopt the view tha t the apostle Paul by the use of At~ •lJ in Phil. 

1,6 and l Thess. 4,15 expected to be among those who should not die 

before the Second Ad vent. This opinion is untenable in the face of 

the clear and e1cplici t teaching of the Apostle regardintr this subJeot. 

1. Paul i n h is inspired writings never taught that the second 

comir&6 of Chri st was to occur in his lifetime nor at any fixed time 

whatever. 
~ 

2 • ·He remonst1·ated~the "rhessalonians for entertaining such an 

expectation a11d for falsely asserting or intimating that he had taught 

such a doctrine. in his Second ~~istle t~ the·Thessalonians Paul 

only taught that it was to be habitually desired, and, since it is -­uncertain as t o time, that :f.t sould always be rega.1·ded as t!minent. 

3. The Apostle explicitly affirmed that the time was not only 

uncertain, but that certai n events, still future, must previously oc­

cur, e.g. the ap ostasy e.nd the revelation of the Antichrist, 2 Thess. 

2,1-12. 

4. 1n 2 cor. 14,4: "Knowing that he which raised up the Lord 
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Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us ·with youn~ 

Paul considers himself and his contemporaries e.s being among those whom 

God would raise from the dead through Christ; he did not, therefore, 

eX!)ect himself to survive the Judzment of the world, although from other 

passages it might seem that he at le~st wished he might. A German theo­

logian has rightly said, 11Pat1lus hatte nicht das inspirierte Ylissen, 

sondern die Ghristliche Hoffnung". 

5. The earlier and commoner view of explaining this difficulty 

has J>een that the apostle uses by a figure of speech, 'that which he 

speaks commu.nicati vely and ad9pts what is called 11ena.llage personae", 
.> , 
aC.)',£ J( o ._ v Wl/'t J • The sense then is, those of us Christians who at 

the advent shall be in life. 

6. Eadie's explane.tion is very satisfactory: "Paul distin8'lishes 

two classes, the living and the dead, and he naturally puts hi~self 

among those to whom at the moment he belonged, and who as the living 

and survi v:.ng are contrasted ·with those who had :fallen asleep and died. 

~or there v:111 be a like distinction v:hen the Sa.vi or comes; and to 

describe the one class the apostle employs- the present time and says: 

'we who a r e a11,.;e and remain:r. 11 (Com. on Thess. p.156). 
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D. Signs and ~vents Preceding. 

1. The teaching of the Apostle Paul relative to the second com­

ing of Christ.had been misunderstood by some of the members of the 

Church at Thessalonica. They had ma.de that misinterpreted doctrine 

the excuse for idleness and disorderliness, and some were 8rieving 

because their friends a.nd relatives had died and so had missed the 

sight of this great event. in order to defend himself against the 

charges made by his enemies, to correct the erroneous vie1-•,s of the 

Thessalonians, to comfort the grief-stricken Christians, and to 

make clearer his teaching concerning the second coming of the Lord, 

Paul in a masterful manner points o~t that the Second Advent of 

Christ would not occur until certain signs and events heralded its 

approa.ch. The signs and precursors of this event are the apostasy 

or a 5eneral fallin6 away from the faith, and the revelation of the 

man of sin. sa~rs Paul in 1 Tirr.. 4 ,1-3: "Now the S!)iri t speaketh ex­

pressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 

giving heed to seducing spirits and ·doctrines of devils; speaking 

lies in hyprocrisy; having their conscience seared w:th a hot iron; 

forbidding to marry, e.nd conimand j ng to abstain from meats which God 

hath created to be received with thanksgivins of them which believe 

and know the t1,uth". And again in 2 Tim. 3 ,l-5i "This know also, 

that in the last days perilous times shall come. !''Or :ten shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe~ers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without nat~ral affection, 

truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 

those . th~t are good, traitors, heady hiehminded, lovers of pleasures 

more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, b~t denying the 
• r. '.l'h ss 2 !)OYier thereof': from such turn away". And princi!)ally in ~ e • • 

1-12: "NOVI we beseech you, breth~;, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
I 

Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon 
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, 
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, not 

by letter as from us, as tba. t day of Christ is at hand. Let no man 

deceive you by any menas: for that day shall not come , except there 

come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son 

of perdition; who op~oseth and exalteth himself above all that is 

called Ood, or that is worshipped; so that he as r10d sitteth in the 

Temple of God., shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, 

when J. was with you, J. told you these thing? And ■ow ye knov, what 

withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery 

of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, un­

til he be ta~en ou t of the way. And then shall that ~icked be re­

vealed, who~ the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 

shall destroy with the brightness of his coming, ~ver. him whose com­

ing is after the wor king of l:>e.te.n with all -power and signs and lying 

wonders, and with all deceivableness of ~nrighteousness in them that 

perish; because they received not the love of the truth, t'.he.t they 

might be si::~ved. And for this cause God shall send them strong de­

lusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all mi~ht be 

damned who believed not the t:n;.th, but had plea.sure in unrighteousness•" 

The above ~assage, 2 i~ess. 2, 3-10, in "hich Paul ~resents the 

doctrine of the Antichrist es an event antici~ating and -preceding the 

Second Ad vent, is certainly one of the most e,:-traordinary portions 

of the New Testament. However, great obscurity is involved in this 

'Passage ant!- endlessly . di verse explar1ati ons have been given to the words 

~! the apostle. 1n an effort to clear up this obscurity, we shall 

first make a careful examination of the whole pessage, and then enumer­

ate the various interpretations that have develo~ed from the ti~e of 

the fathers to the present day, and finally, list e cetelogl:.e of the 

numerous interpreters. 
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· , A. we find the.t Paul teaches in 2 'l'hess. 2, 3-10 the following 

points: 

1. That the adversary (Antichrist) of which Faul speaks, and 

which is Antich1•ist by preeminence, has his apocalypse or revelation 

("he shall be revealed" v.3.6.8). Antichrist is not a mere principle. 

2. •rhat this revelation of the "man of sin" will not take 

Place "except the f e 11 ing av-.ray come first 11 (v .3). Great apostasies 

from ~od have occurred; but here is painted the greatest of all 

apostas-ies, wi thot~.t pe.1~allel e.nd wi thot:.t equal - "the apostaoy;;, 11 the ---- ·---· 
falling away" • 

3. That the revelation of "the lawless one" v;ill not take 

place until a certain obstacle to his corning is removed (v .6-8 J. There 

is a definite obstacle in the way - "there is one that restraineth 

now, lA.11 t il he be t a~en out of the way. .4nd then shall be revealed the 

lawless one". i/lhat this restraining influence is, whether it. is the 

restraining power of political government or the influence of human 

le.\V, or the Gospel, is not det~rmined by the Apostle• 

4. That one of the marked characteristics of this 11man of 

sin" is open opposition to God and religion (v.4). ln him sin a11d 

enmity to God reach their highest point. He is an opposer of God, and 

of a.11 that is the object of :eeverence in the world. 

5. That this "lawless one" lays claim to the incommunicable 

attributes of ~od "so that he sitteth in the sanctuary of c_;.od, setting 
' 

himself forth as God". (v.4) 

6. That this s.dversary is noted tor his iniquity, sin and 

lawlessness. He is the "man of sin", "the son-" ol perdition"• The 

Perdition which he brings is the most fearful, even the eternal ruin 



of souls, and the perdition he suffers 1~ to be of the most allful 

· kini• 

7. That he shall come "with e.11 power and signs and wonders 

of falsehood" (v.9). As Christ came with the .power of truth, and Ylith 

miraculous signs and wonders of truth, so the antichrist y,111 come 

w1 th the !)ov,er e.nd signs and wonders .of falsehood. 

8. That "his coming is according to the working of Satan". 

As Christ has His ap~earin51 so Antichrist has his appearing, as the 

coming of Christ is accoreing to the working or energy of l}od, so the 

coming of .:tntichri:st is according to the v,orking or energy of Satan. 

9. That "This mystery of le.wlessn~ss" was a mystery, un­

known at the time, which would mature in the ~igantic power of evil 

which is here depicted 8lld was already at \York at the time that Paul 

was writine (v.7). 

10. That this mysterio~s adversary is unmistakably a person 

or a series of persons, "series et successio hominum", that is tAa same• 

this mystery of lawles_sness ,,vill culminate in a personal Antichrist• 

("the man of sin 11 11 the son of perdiition", "the lawlessness one") 
• • 

11. That the d . wnfall of this adversary will occur at the 

second coming of Christ - "for the Lord Jesus shall slay the lawless 

one. with the breath of His mouth, and bring to naught by the manifesta-

tion of His coming" (v.8) • 
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I B. . 
Various conjectures as to the "man of Sin", and "that which 

w1 thholdeth 11 have been propounded by the theologians from the time 

of the apostolic period to the present day. Farrar has classified 

them all under three heads: 1. The nearly contemporary, 2. The dis­

tantly prophetic, 3. The subJectively general. And in each of 

these classes the suggested antitypes are either (a) general and im­

personal, or (b) individual and special. 

1. The fi1•st opinion (adopted) will, of course, de:pend 

greatly on the extent to which the destruction of Judaism in the 

overthrow of Je111usalem can be r~arded as "a coming of the Lord". 

Those who~ in accordance with most of the definite temporal pro­

phecies of ~cri J,ture, think that st. Paul mu.st have been alluding 

to something "nearly contemporary" - something which already loomed 

•• the horizon, and therefore to something which woi:ld have e. direct 

bearing on the lives of contemporary Christians, explain the Apostasy 

and the man of sin to represent, (a) generewll.y, the Pharisees or 

Judaism, 01 .. Gnostj_cisrn, or the ;rowth of heresy; or (b) individually, 

Nero, 01• some Roman Emperor, Simon Ma~ or Simon the son of Giore.s i 

and they see II the check", "the restre.iner" genere.lly in the Roman 

Emptre, or the Jewish Law, or spiritual gifts (Chrysostom), or the 
CL C' .l - ~ time appointed oy God (Theodoret: o t',u viov otoJ J; or individually 

l ,&J C ' in some ~m:peror (e.g. 61audius:g_ui cloudits o l(~r,j.s'- ), or 1":ames 

the Just (Wieseler Chron. 268-273J, or in st. Faul himself. 

2. Those who have taken the "distantly p1·ophetical" viev, 

of the passage explain the ooste.sy of the '.hian of Sin to be (a) gen­

erally, the l:>a:pacy, or the Rei'or:ne.tion, or Ratione.lism, or semething 

as yet undeveloped; or (b) individually, l'rahomet, or Luther, or 

Napoleon, :or some fu.tt:re -personal Antichrist; while they see "the 

check" either, as a. bove, in the Roman Empire, or in the German ~m!)ire, 



,, 
or, more generally st+ 11, in the fabric of human polity, the Gospel. 

3. Finally those who take an entirely broad and subje·otive 
. 

view of the passa.ge see i_n it only a va.gue forecast of that which 

finds it~ fulfillment in all chri stians, and, indeed in all sec\:llfl..r 

history, of the counter working of two opposing forces, good and evil, 

Christ and Antichrist, the Jetser tob~f and the Jetser-ha-r~, a la\'.'­

less violence and a restraining power. 



/J,,, 
c. Cataloeue of interpreters. 

1. The early cht1.rch 11·athers regarded this :pe.ssage as a 

J>ro:phecy of the f"u.tur·e, as yet unfulfilled when they wrote. They 

all regard the adversary here described e.s e.n indifidual -person, the 

incarnation and concentration of sin. The following citations will 

bear out t!lis assertion: 

.::
1 

• lrenaeus, adv. haer. v.25.1, p.322; again ilJ.3, p. 

323; .!B'ain, ib. 30,4, p.330. 

b. Tertullian, de Rescrr. c 24, vol.2, p.829 

c • Justin Hartyr, dial? cum. Tyrph. CllO, p .203. 

d. Oritien, contra Celsum. Vi. 45f. Vol. l,p.667f. 

e. Chrysostom in loco. 

f. Cyril of Jerusalem, Ca.tech. XV. 12, p.229 

g . At:.5ustine, de civ. Dei. xx. 19,4, Vol.Vll p.687 

h. Jerome, Epist. cxx1., ad Algasiam, ~-II, vo1.1.p.8871f 

2 • Untj.l the days of Geo1~ge Calixt and our modern theology, 

Protestant theolo~ians were almost a unit in recognizing the Antichrist .. _..... 
a-& the .P.oman Papacy. 'l'his view is held by Buger.ha.ge:- , Zwingli, Calvin, 

Luther, ?:!elanch~on , Bu.cer, Beza., 3cllinger etc. Craumer, Ridley, La.timer, 

Jewell, Hooper , Hooker etc., Osiander I Ba.ldv1in, Ja.reti~s, J!:ra.sm.eSchmid/ 

Calixtcs, CaloviLs, Newton, ~olf, Joachim - L~nge, Turretin, 3enson, 

Bengel, r~a.ckni ::;}1t, Zacharia.1, J.achaelis, etc!. 

3. ~1he sy::1bolice. l books of the Lutheran Ghurch refer the 

Antichrist to the 1.a.r,al hiera.rc!1y. We read ir. the Sf.'lalcald l,.rticles: 

"It is manif'est thRt the P.oman pontiffs, with their adherf1ts, defend 

godless doct •ci n e s and -''"Cd:less services. And the ma.r ks of Antichrist 

Plainly agree !':i th the kingdom of the pope and his adherents. -:_;'or 

Paul (2 ~1hess. 2 ,3) in describing to the Thessalonians Antichrist called 

him e.n adversary o:f Ghrist 's v,ho opposeth and exa.1 teth himself above 

all t ha t is called uod1 is wo 1:·shi:pped, so that he as God, sitteth in 

the temple o:f Godl P.e speaks, therefore, of one ruling in the Church, 

I -
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not of heathen kines, and he calls this one the adversay of Christ 
1 

because he will devise doctrines conflicting v:ith the Gospel and will 

assume to himself divine authority. Koreover, it is manifest, in 

the first place, that the :pope ~les in the Church a.nd by the pre­

text of acclesiastical authority and of the ministry has established 

for himself this kingdom. J:i'or, he assigns as a. pretext these words, 

n1 will give to thee the: keys"~· ~econdly, the doctrine of thepope 

conflicts in many ways with the Gospel, and the pope assumesto him­

self authority in a th1"eefold manner: First I beca\;.se he t~es to 

hi:?:self the ri.;ht fo chan;e the doctrine· of Christ and services in­

stituted by Christ, and wishes his own doctrine and his own services 

to be obse:rved s.s di vine. Secondly, bece.t1se he takes to himself not 

only the power of binding and loosing in this life, but also. the 

right concerning souls after this life. Thirdly, bece.\;.se the po~e 

does not wish to be judged by the church or by anyone, and prefers his 

ov,n authority to the decision of councils and the entire church. Bu.t 

to be unwilling to be Judged by the <;hurch or by anyone is to make 

oneself God. Lastly these errors so horrible, and this impiety, he 

defends with the greatest cruelty and puts to death those dissenting. 

This being the case, all Christians ought to beware of becoming par­

takers of the godless doctrine, blasphemers and the unjust cruelties 

of the pope. on th-is account they ought yo desert and desecrate the 

pope with all his adherents, as the kingdom of Antichrist, Just as 

Christ commanded Itt. 7,15. "BeVJare of false p1·ophets"I And Faul 

commends that qodless teachers should be avoided end execrated as 
0 

cursed ('.}al. 1,a; Tit.3,10). And he says, 2 Cor. 6,14"Be ye not un­

equally yoked together with unbelievers; for v1hat co:,:munion ha.th 

li~ht with darkness" (Cone. Trigl. p.515f). 

i He says: "See 4. Lcther•s o~m writin~s affirm this v ew. 

for YO\."'.rself \"ihether the 'Pope is not the r.ree.test arch-abomination 

-
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of all abominations, \vhom Christ and Daniel have in rnind, a.nd the 

true Antich1·ist, oi' whom it is written that he sitteth in the temple 

of God, in the midst of the people where the ne.me of Christ is supreme· 

and wher~ his kin8'(l.om 1 ~piri t 1 Baptism, r1ord and faith ought to be 

found, because he, by his p1•a.tting about spiritual rights, interferes 

,v1 th the o:ffi ce and ktnsdom of chri st, wants to rule over the con­

sciences, and 8 0 11ern with his :precepts and v,orka. And he may 13ro:per­

ly be called " a.'11 a bomination of desolation", his constant occupation 

being to destroy and l ay •.~:aste everythine even as has been said: Christ 

and my works (·t h os e cf t he .?opeJ cannot e.b i de together; if the one 

3tands; t he oth er 111us t be S'..tbv erted and destroyed., the consequence 

being t h:.?. t the 1. ope :;1a.s made desolate the kingdom of Christ, as far 

as his diocese reae;l:es , ancl al l his h enchmen he.ve d enied Christ•••• 

l ~ not t his e:r.a l t ir'!~:; &1 d h onorine Antichrist above God, so that any 

one spe a k inu or clo ing anything a ga i nst this -prir.ciyle, if he f e l~a 

into thei1" h ands must imme di a tely die? .L certair.ly think that the 

abomi nation h2.s be en s~1.ff'iciently :pictured and set forth" (Luther 11, 

1877 .1a 78 - '112,..e.nslati on by Dr. p . Kretz1:!e.nn, in "Popular Commentary 

or the Bi b le. M. T. Vol. 2, p.365). 

5. Baier define s .Antichr:i:st: "as a series and comple~ity 

of a number of me1;. , "'·1ho succeed ea ch other in the ssme :kir.d of wicked­

ness, a1•1"ogate t o themselves a peculiar rule i n t he Church of' Christ, 

and "-li • se 0 "-1, •_r1· .,_ci•_.·a.,J.l'i 1..-. ""11he city an almos t di vj_ ne :rower , ha,re 11 •• e1r ~ " - -o1 u 

of Ron1e, i nt r oduc e va ri o·: s cor ruptions of t he doctrine and !)t:blic 

worsl.ip of Christ i ans, 2.ncl proyoge.te them by f1"aud and mu.ch violence 

and also by -p ersec :t in$ t he cor.i'ess ors of the true f~.i th - all of 

which they do i n such a way that their i m-piety is at lee.st made .9~blic 
' 

and man i f e s t and re-oDoved' and a:'.; the comi11g of C::rist to judgmemt' 

this Antichr ist is to be abol ished". 

-



6. Estius and other Roman Gatr1 · lie wri tcrs int er"9ret the 
, , 
-"•f"l',1.tl't.,J._ of Uthe defection from the Homif;h Church and the Po~e", 

and understand by Antichrist the "heretics", exyecie.lJ.y "Luther e.nd 

the 'Protestant Church". 

7. 'rhe 3l'eek Gh\;.l·ch took !.!ohe.mmed to be the llntichrist in­
~ rro 'V"-d"t'J.. 

tended by St. Paum, and the • l(,~'C ,~,. ~ t~ represent the falling~ 

~ of man;:,r Oriental and '}reek c::r:.:.rches to l.slf>mism. 

8. The t.heory of Grotiu s is that Ce.li~la was the P.ntichrist, 

procounsul Vitellius beine the 
C _,, 

C. , 

o J( .I-?' s ~ ltd Y , ond Simon !.!agus tr.e 

0 ~YOM-OS • 

9 .,, .,_ t J • f ' d !l t . ' . t . T' t d th t 1 i • ~.e"' ·s~e1n 1.n s .:.n 1cnr1s 1r.. 1 '1,;.S en e res re. n ng 

yower is in that ce.se 1•iero v.hose ciea.th ,,-:as necessary for the reign 

of '!'i tus. 

10. DOllin~er holds tha t the youthful ~r.ro is Antichrist, , 
and Clex.c..ius cis J- /r'-' I:£¼ IAJ Y • 

11. Kern , Bauer- ~.nd ~!i l !;enf'eld et alii a.ssu~e that the Anti-

chtist is ~cro, the persecutor who would return from the tast 

and from the dead, e.nc. ;:i th t:i!c help of Sate.n put u.p an anti-c?lristian 

kin6dom. Tr..e "restra::.ncr" is regarded by them as the Homan .l!.:m!le:t:ors, 

12. !:le.ri ana found .11. • .nti christ in Iforo, Bossrtet in lJi oletian 

and in Ju1:·e.r., 1.d tJa.urice discovers hjm in the .t.:ru!)eror Vitellius. 

i'!oack finds the ma.n of sin and the restrainir.g :901Ner al ike in Sier.on 

r~r:asi.: s and :iis"Treiben". .lt'a"ber s2.w .lU.tic!1rist ir. i'fapoleo:n. 

13. -~·!hi tby t ?.kes the 11 Je•Ni sh ~eorle" for Anti ctr!.st, and 

finds in the apostacy t h e fallin~ Rway of the Jewish coPverts to 
, 

th · ld J .. · ~is JJ_J-r~vwy •is 11 b;:1i-c.eror Clauditi.S". e1r O UO..l?.lSill• -- \ft~ .. "-

and doctors of the 12.w; 

• 
t ate s Anti cln·ist to be the Fhari sees, F.e.bbes, ,. 
the J.-,r0 ~1:r;J.(1'1.,,J,.. , the 1· ebellio11 asa! nst Home; 

-



-
, the "Christia.nt!' 

15 • Leclerc holds a similar view to that of Sch&ttgen. He 

regards the ma.n oi' sin to be the rebel Jews, and especially their le:ader 

Simon, son of Gi ore.; the 1·estr&.ining :po·wer to be the .l!mperor; end.· the , , 
t/i.tro tr't-.Ad" ~ .c. to be the rebellion of the Jewish :peo:ple e.;2.icst the 

yoke of P.d>me. 

16 • !{tJssal t ar.d Kra.~:se -and.crstand by -~ntic!"1rist the Je,.·:ish , 
~ea.lots ru1d by the /('-'.'"I'£ [ov Claudius. 

17. He.::.mond msi.'t:es the n,a.n of sin to be Si:-r.cn !.~~gtlS and the 

Gnostics v:hose head he v1as; the , 
~ --' C. .,, 

lr'oi-C £~~.,... being the o .C.~o ..... os ; -
and the £ ~ Ir'-. T r..yo y the union e:dsting between the Christians and 

the Je\·,s. 

18. Far!·a.r doeo 1. 0 t f O1•u1 a definite cor1ception of the 

meanine of St. Fau1i 2.l thot'.gh he leans to the opinion that !'a1.;l had 

~ Judaism in mind c?.s the A:rtichri st &.nd the Roi.'!2.n P.mr.eror as the "!·esttain­

er". 

5 

l~J. ·.~.'elss r::a.,•:e ~ the 4Posta.sy e.n ur.believing Christ, a:p!)os­

ing J~daj sm; encl "the man of sin", or pse-c.do-lfes~ia.h, the hero of the 

JevJi sh revolution •::!lich ended i1: the ~lestrt:ction of cTerl.:salem. 

20. Saba"'i;ier: "Antichrist, therefore, is .r.ot I·:ero, ~ot my 
other Roman I~np-- eror; he is the rc~reser..ta.tive of the Je~·,ish revolution, 

\'1hich was a l re~dy a. t \~·ork. The 1 o •;: 81" that re:,res:3es it and ;'!'ever.ts - -
its o.utou:r-st, "'lihe is the tto:nan Government \\'~ich ma!n­• 
ta::.ns order" (The Apostle Tat:l,:p. l 

21. Alford. d:ocs not establish the ide1, ti ty cf the Antichrist , 
but reciards it a s still fut~r-e. ~Ie u11de1·ster.ds by the N.1.r,Kov 

, t~e one the J eneral hindrance, the otter the ~erson 

in whom that hinc.rance is summed 1,;.p, to be the "fabric of human polity" 

and "those who rLi.le that :poll ty" • 

-
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To all these opinions, ~ith the exception of such that inter~ret 

the Antichrist to be the Popery, gattered up into the ~erson of the 

Po~e, there ere i.n st-.r,e ;•a ble objections, and ee .. ch of them is set \·.ri th 

special diffict: 1 t ies. None of them realizes to the full or exhe:usts 

the !'ro11r.et:tc deli1~eati'-111 1 ut~t eacn comes 0reatly s:1ort cf it. Some 

features of it may appear in them, but not in cornrlcte combination. 

Mt,ne of ther.n :f' o 1·ms e. por tre.i t of 1:.r:1.ich the -prediction rrd.f;ht be taken 

as a fait~1f 1..-1 des cri .:. tion. j•:either C2.li~l2., nor Hero, nor any emper­

or, nor Si:non i :&,;t~.s realizes the epit~et - the 1'.~ of' .Sin, the itdver­

sary1 the Lsu; l e as \'..•He d e sr,la c.:.ng '}od in :iis o·Nn ~errple and clf.iming 

tl:e hor.1R:.·e du e to Tii11 ., _ _ •• t c.nd. b eguiling the 1Norld "v;ith lying \01onders 
s 

and al l deco~-Y~~blencss of u11ric3hteousness 11
• The ferocity and senue.lity 

of' thos e er:1!1erors e.nd the i :::post:.; re of Simon, whatever in short stood 

out in ch!:' r Rctc1·izir~g l'l'Ominence in tl:eir lives, could not be describ­

ed as in these c l ax.ses. The resemblance is very faint end :f're.~mentary 

and the ir.terr r·eta tion i s onlJ guessv,ork. The other conject'l:.res as to 

the Je1,·1s , their :":abbis, their zea lots, t heir ~riests or :political 

leaders, a re a s ·. ::!:rirobable , fo1· the 1.Ian of Sin is an ind i vici,}.al and 

not a c o:n_ &.ny {or sue ,: ess: oriJ of ,,•.:ild and 1Nicked men. Lastly, the trt1.eovrlt1... 
cannot 'be the destr ~c"-.ion of the Je\vish ce.!)ital 1 f or, as the ~e:r.ei-·al 

use:e of the !-. ew 'l' est a.ment ~ind:i.ca tes, and e.s these, '?at.·.l's El)istles, 

unn:istake.ol~r ~' r ove; ~:-€ t he term denotes the second anc. :r;ersona.l com-

• in._; of the Lord Jest-.s. 

'l'he I.ttherRn Church holds, and correctly so, tha.t all the 

characte1·ist i cs mentj,oned by the apostle !°'a"t;-1 are r,lainly visible in 

the Pa.pal i1:i.erarchy, the heac. of •;;hich is the occt~._ ant of the !"ayca.l 

cha.ir, .the ·po:pe. 1t firmly b'elieves tr~t the Te.-pacy ,.vill so on bring­

ing ot: t more and more its antich1•istian cha:racter, ti 11 at l s.st the 

will overtake e.nd destroy it. l t regards the 
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tA TT• rrr,1. ,-,_~as the .falling away from the pure evangelical doctrine 

. c,, f - C, , 

to the traditions of men. The singular o ll(VVtW'1TO.f r:--,,.r -S,,,,C-'t~'"J 
• 1, 

is taken collectively, to si~ify a "series et successio hGm:num11 , , -
inasmuch as it is a system which remains the same, although its in-

dividual head may change. The godlessness or Antichrist described in 

verse :four is jv.sti:fied historically by the Pope settin.~ himself above 

all authori ty, di vine and human. The. \'~ ~; t oJ J-i iiv is held 
I 

to be the Christian Church. By ri l(rltE[o'I' ~ "the restraining 

power· 111s understood the Roman .t'm:9ire, and by (tJJ /(J--t-lK1tt1tl' 

the Homan ~1peror and hist ory r eveals the fact that out of the ruins 

of that .1!1.titpir e the Papacy rose. The declaration, ro',µvt"-t,y/t1.ov-'i'I., 
~ - - ~ , fVEe/EL1-'~Z',t -'1-"•.,-w'J' is justified by the fact, that the "semina 

er1·or is et e.mbi tionis" which -paved the ·way for the pape.cygi were a.1-,. 
ready at work a t the Apostle's t tme. For a catalogue of the ta.e-< r-.. 

I 
1p,urJov5 vers . 9 •. r ich ma.terial we.s folUld in 1•elics, t1•anSS\;.bstantia-

tion, !)urga tory etc. The annihilation of Antichrist by the 11"".a-'.,&ii,.«.c • 

of the Lor d, has been ·nderstood of the brea.k-

in.:s d own of hi s :9ower in t he s~i r i ts of men by the opening and dis­

pers ion of t h e ·;:ord of God in 1 ts purity by means of the Reformation; 
~ ~ , .-1,o , :, ---

and the /l.A."trA.f /Af l"i1. -C-.f •Tfc f(JILJ'Et,.tf' &,s 1f-'e•"'''".J ..itlZ"ov 

of the f i ne .. 1 a nd material annihila.tion of .Antichrist by the coming of 

the Lor d Himsel f . 



ft 
2. Conversion of the Jews. 

ifany scholars entertein the erroneous opinion that afinal and 

general conversion of the Jews will prelude the second advent of 

Christ. The arguments underlying this view are based ~rincipally 

upon Hom. 11,26-29 and 2 Cor. 3,15.16. A correct interpretation of 

the meaning of the Apostle shows that Paul did not teach a general 

conversion of the Jews to christianity before the Parousia as some 

are prone to think. Hollaz baings out this point very clearly, 

"Although access to repentance and faith in Christ has not been de­

barred the Jews by an absolute decree~of God, and many of them, in 

the course of time f1 .. om the apostolic era. downward, have returned 

into favor with God, yet their universal, or their certainly mani­

fest and solemn conversion about the tin!e of the end of theYl~rld, 

is not to be e:,pected?" The -passage, Rom. 11,25.26, which seems 

most distinctly to teach such a ~eneral conversion is thus ·explained 

by Hollaz: 11 (a) The proposftion of Paul is universal, not absolutely, 

but with limitation. The limitation exists in this very chapter 11, 

v.2; likewise v.5; also v.23. tberefore, with the limitation aeded, 

the meaning is: "All !srael that God foreknew would believe in Christ 

will be se_ved"; or, "All !s1 .. ael elect unto eternal life ,vill be saved"; 
. . 

or, "All the israeli tes who do not remain in unbelief will :t,e .saved". 

But it is not lawful to conclude from this "the whole nation of israel­

ites, or the greater :part of the Jews will be ss.ved", since it is 

evident that the faith does not belong to all, nor the election to 
:,1 'oi'" many; the particle «x_e,S nr until as far as, does not always 

denote the ceasing from or end of anything, but f~equently in affirma­

tive -p1 .. opositions, a continuation so e.s to be equipollent with "always". 

Wherefore the mi nd of the Apostle is: As long as the conversion of the 

Gentiles and their entrance ~nto t~e Ch~rch will continue, so long will 

Jews be successively converted·. But the conversion of Gentiles will 

-
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continue during the entire time of the Hew Teste.menti therefore so 

also the conversion of the Jews". 
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3 • .Fu.llness of the Gentiles. 

~ome theologians maintain, on the basis of Rom. 11,22-25, that 

Paul teaches a universal conversion of the Gentiles antecedent to the 

conversion of J.sra.el. This belief is untenable in· the face of sound 

exegesis. The true meaning of tu.lness (pleronta) in this connection 

is, that by which a thing is filled, the complement, the full number 

of the Gentiles. ~he Gospel is to be preached unto all nations, _and, 

on the one hand, Gentiles shall continue to be saved, but on the 

other hand, evil shall also increase until its development into the 

Antichrist (2 Thess. 2,3-10). The meaning is, that when the full nu.m-
o( 

ber of the Gentiles has been converted, the full number those that 

have been p~edestinated to be saved·, then shall a11 · spiritual J.srael 

be saved. 



:t:!i. The Manner • 

'the teaching of Paul regarding the manner of lihrist 1 s second 

coming is clearly set forth in l '.Chess. 4,16. "For the Lord him~ 

slef shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice ot an 

archangel, a nd with the trump of God". The Apostle taught the 

Thessalonians to look for a visible, literal, an~ personal second 

advent of Ghrist (1 Thess. 4,16: 2 Thess. 1,7), that he oomes~do,m , 
from hea ven (1 Thess . 1 ·; 10; cf. 4,16: «,1.1:"tll./S"Jtr'•t-''-

); and in 1 Thess. 4,17 it is assumed that 

Ghrist con~es do1-·/n in the clouds of heaven. He descends from heaven 

in div:: ne g l ory (2 Thess.1,9.10), accom-panied by the angels who are 

the execu tors of h is commands (2 Thess. 7J. Accordin~ to l Thess. 

4 , 16 the return t akes :9l a ce upon a word of command given by God, 

whil e an archan~el calls together the angels to form the retin~e of 

Chris t , and the trt-..mp Of God announces to the whole world the coming 
:1 '1 -

of thegroat day of t he Lord, the ps.rousia, the ~ffo/t'tl-l'"'l/J'J C"ou 

/( , ,...,,- -ue c.ov ..i1 ro v (2 Thes s. 1, 7). The descri:ption wr..i ch Faul gives 

of the ret urn of Ghrist is plai nly ba sed upon ~hrist's discourse con­

cerning Hi s comi ng (l Thess. 4 ,15). 
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F. The Purpos•. 

1'he purpose of Christ's coming is to accomplish the resurrection 

I of the dead, the transformation of the living, the final Judement and 

the consummation of all things, (1 Thess. 4,13-17; 1 cor. 15,50-52; 

Phil. 3,20.21; 2 Tim. 4,1; 2 Tim. 4,8; 1 cor. 3,12-15; f cor. 5,10 

et al.) 

The apostle Paul does not teach that Christ vnll establish a 

millennial kingdom at His parousia. 

1. it is inconsistent with what he teaches as to the nature 
• 

of Christ's kingdom, e.5 .: a) that it is not of tijis world bptspiritu.al, 

~om. 14, 17; b) that the blessings of the kingdom are p~rely spiritual 

as 1)e.rdon, sane tifica ti on etc. 1 Col. 1, 13 .14 et .al. 

2. That the second advent occurs simultaneously with the 

resurrection of all men good·and bad, and the transformation of the 

living 1 Gor. 15,23; 1 Thess. 4,16.17. 

3. The second advent is not to occur until the simultaneou.s 
' 

judgznent of all men, the B'Ood and bad together, f1m. 2,15.16; l cor.3, 

12-15; 2 ~or. 5,9-11; 2 Thess. 1,6-10. 

4. 1. t is inconsistent with 2 Thess. 1, 6-10 which rei;resents 

the wi eked as -punished or dest1·oyed at the coming of uhrist • 

5. Paul taught the Uhristians to expect the second advent 

of Christ at any hou~, hence no postmillennium, Hom. 13,11.12; L Thess. 

5, 1.2. 

6. M-o such period of Christian st:.:premacy will :precld the 

Pq,roo.sia., 2 Thess. 2,3-10; 2 Tim. 3,1-8.13. The religio\;.S condition 

of mankind will not be generaily and greatly improved until Christ 

d ,D t" . · returns and establishes a new or er o~ n1ngs. The elect will indeed 

be saved, but they ,Nill always be a feeble minority. 

?. The second J.dvent is to be attended with the general con-

sumraation of all thines, Hom. 8,19-23; 1 cor. 15,2.S-25; l cor. 7,31 

et .at. 
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2+ 
If ote: The conception of a millennium 1s not found in any of the 

prthodox creeds and, . of course, it has no place in the Augsburg aon­

fession. Not only has it no place there, but it 1s unquestionably 

condemned by that noble confession. Hear Article .XVII: "It is also 

taught that on the last day our Lord Jesus Christ will come to ~udge 

all the dead, to give unto the believing and elect eternal life and 

endless Joys; and that He will condemn impious men and devils to 

hell and · everlasting punishment ••••••••• Here, in like manner, cer­

tain Jewish doctrines are condemned, which are circulated even now, 

that :prior to the resurrection of the dead, the holy e,nd pious alone 

will occu~y a tem:poral kingdom and that all the wicked will be exter­

minated". 

A£ , w ---·--
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G. The Use of This Doctrine. 

According to Paul, the doc t rine of the second coming of Christ 

should have this moral effect upon the Christians, that they ought 

thereby to be comforted when in sorrow and always stimulated to duty, 

Phil. 3,20; Col. 3,4.5; l Thess. 4,11- 18 • . !tis their duty also to 

love, watch, wait for and hasten unto the coming of the Lord, l Cor. 

1,7.8; Phil. 3,20; l Thess. 1,9.10; 2 Ti~. 4,8. 

The ungodly, the unbeliever, on the other hand, should be filled 

with fearf ul appr ehens ions, and ·with all diligence they should seek 

after the Lord in true repentance and faith, 2 Thess. 1,7-10. 

--
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~l. Resurrection. 

A. Evidence. 

The Paulite doctrine respecting the general resurrection of the 

dead at the 1-'arousi a of Christ can be definitely established. J.. re­

ference to the pri11cipa.l passa5es bearing u"yon this subject in the 

Pauline E9 i st les, direct affiriri.ati ?n of the fact elsev1here 1 and ar­

gumentative and illustra tive sta tements concerning the resurrection 

of the d ead , 1Ni 11 bes.I· t h is out. 

1. The ~rincipal texts of Fa~l _which relate to this subject 

a!"e: Rom . 8 ,ll ■ E2 . 23 ; 1 Cor . 15; Phi l. 3,20-21; 1 Thess. 4,lZ-17; 

1 Co1·. 6 , 14 ; 2 Cor . 5, 4 ; 2 Cor. 4,14. 

2 . A ~irect affir mat i on or r rediction of the fact is the 

te~ti mony of :?a\;. l before lt'elix: "But thi s J. c onfess unto thee, that 

after the WElY which they ca ll heresy, so worshil) J. t he God of my 

-· f a t he:r ~ , · e l i ev.:. n ~ a ll thir.5s 1Nhich a re written in t h e la.11'.· and in 

t he 1)1'0.: i' ets : -~r.d have h ope toward God , Y:1: ich they themselves a.lso 

allow, t. a t there shall be a res-.;.rrecti on of the dead, both of the 

just and 'Gn~ust" (Acts ~4, 14.15). 

3. The Apost le b ~.$8S his doct1·ine of the resurr ection U!'On 

that of Christ (1 Cor . 15, 12 .13.20- 23 ; 1 Thess. 4 ,14; 2 Cor. f, 14 ; 

1 Cor . 6 , 1~ ). The r e St~r rec t ion from t h e dead carr.e f i r s t by one man, 

as deat h c :: me by one (1 Co1·. 15 , 21); f or i t is shown by the fact of 

Christ' s resurrec t i on t hat there is a resurrection of t h e dead in 

genera l (v . 12 ). He is the f irst f r uits of t hem tha t sleep (v.20.£3 1 

comp . Col. 1,18 ; Acts 26 ,23 ) 1,,1rho are r s.ised.; and their dea th is only 

ther e by e:-:h i bit ed e.s an int ermedia te sta te. The s eme a lrr.i :t;hty :power 

with w~i ch God has raised Chr ist will raise us also (1 Cor. 6,14; 

2 Cor. ~ ,14 ; com:p . 1 Thess. 4,14 ; J.i;ph. 1,19.20). But the gror..nd of 

this hope l i e s moi·e prec i sely in ou l' livin g fe llov-1 shi p with Christ• 

As in 1 vine .fellov,shi :p vii t h Ada m 2.11 d ie, so shall all who stand in 

• • • £ ;s. "::"ffWN'- . 
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living fellowshi~ with Christ be mae~ alive, t.e. from the connection 

with v.21, be raised (1 Cor. 15, ~2); for, in order to have complete 

fellowship with the P.isen One, as the rros~ect is ~resented to be­

lievers in the ~pistles to the Thessalonians, they, too rust be raised. 

Therefore. ?aul arb,i;.cs the.t if it is acknowledged that cr.~rist rose 

from the clead, there can be no reason to deny or think it imyossible 

that there should ~e e. general rescrrection of all men (1 Cor. 15,12ff). 

4. The r ossibility of the resurrection of the dead is il­

lustrated by Paul, in oppos i tivn to those who regarded it as impossible, 

1 Cor. 15, 35f, by eomparing it with events of com~on occ~rance in the 

ne.tu.ra.l 'l.rorld . " How it it possible, it we.s asked, that the dead should 

be raised?" He r e1>lies 1 
11 The grain of cor)I cast into the grou.nd can-

:, Q, 
until it die (-'--rTotrrJY-tJ J". This 

a1rpears u ni1 telligible ; and we should regard it as imyossible, if we 

d:id not see it a ctua lly acconrplished. Y.'b.y then should not God be able 

to raise :nen , and f~--om their -present bodies ~rodt=.ce others,. This is 

a fi ne cowrarison to illustrate the possibility of this event. 



B. Terms. 
,a-

lt is needless to collect further eviden\ that Paul teaches the.t 

the dead are to be raised, yet e. few sta.tements in res!)ect to the words 

employed by the Apostle Paul to denote this great change will not be 

without interest to those who read this investigation. 
> , 

The verb 4'l ~, l"r A/ .,M. c. occurs three times in 'Paul, being used 

once of the l'·esu rrection of Christ (Rom. 14, 9) and twice of the resur-
~ , 

rection on the last day (Eph. 5,14; 1 Thess. 4,16). The noun .,..,,,,,..,-e•d'aj 
derived from this verb, occ~rs nine ti~es, three times of the re­

surrection of Christ (Rom. 1,4; 6,5; Phil. 3,10), and six times of the 

final resur rection (Acts 17,18; Acts 17,32; Rom. 1,4; Phil.3,11; 

2 Tim. 2,18, 1 Cor. 15,12). All told the resurr~ction is spoken of 
~ ~ 

twelve times by : .. eans of the verb .,_-.,,rr'f~'- and its correspond-

ing not-:.n. The ve:-i ·b is transl ti ve in the present, first aorist and 

future a.cti ve forms, meaning "to set up", "to raise up", "to make 

stand up"; ·,1hi le it is intransiti\•e in the reri'ect, ~luperfect, and 

seoond aori s t forrr.s, a.rid in the middle voice, meaning, 11to rise". 

Undot ..... btee.ly : he literal fo1·ce of these words ~oints to the "raising 

up", or the "rising·up", oi' some one from a prostrate position, and 

so it suet;ests a cha ng e in the body rather then in the s-piri t, or at 

least a chane e by which the spirit is !eembodied for life and action. 
✓ ~Av at ff" r ,>. r ,5 is used in scrir,ture to desi ~nate the future general 

raising , by the :power of r}od, of the bodies of all men from the slee-p 

of death. 
:, I 

'11he seco~d verb is £Jf.l ew , which occ ·rs t wenty-one times 

:in 'Paul's v1ri ting s, being u. secl fourteen of Chritt 's resurrection 

(Rom. 4,25; 6,4.9; 7,4; 1 Cor. 6,14; 15,4.12.16.20; 2 Cor. 4,14; 

,,,, 1 r. 1 ii) ,l~ •, 1 Thess. 1,10), and seven times of \.ua • 1, l; ~yh. 1, ~o; Co • w ~ 

1the final rssurrection (1 Cor. 6,14; 15,16.29.32; ~ Cor. 1,9; 4 ,
14

; 
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Col. 2,12). 'fhe pr i mary and literal meaning of the verb is "to aYlaken", 

I 
as from sleep, and the'\', in the .l!.1)istles to "raise fro:n the dead". 



c. Time. 

The 1·esurrection of the dead will not take place until the second 

advent of Christ, the transformation of the living, the general Judg­

ment and the end of the world. 1n 1 cor. 15, 22-~8, the re surrection 

is !)laced in ob,rious connection 'l!i th the Parot:sia, after which the .end 

of the world will come. And in l Thess. 4,15 it is said that those 

who survive the Second Advent will not enter u pon eternal bliss any 

sooner or later the.n the J(o '--I" Alf J.t'v t"EJ ; but that the dead and 

living 'N5.ll meet Vhr ist at the same time, that they may be forever 

with h i m. (Por f u rther d eta ils relative to the tirr.e of the resur­

rect i on see Part i,C). 



a, 
D. SubJects. 

Paul ex:plici tly teaches a unive1·sal resurrection. All the dee.4 

will be raised, witho~t respect to age, re.nk or moral che.re.cter in 

this world. This fact is evider1t from 1 cor. 15 ,22: "For as in Adam 

all die, even so in <;hl•ist shall all be made alive"·• AS P~l speaks 

mainly of the resurrection of believers, of those ~ho are Christ's 

(1 Cor. 15,23), who have fallen asleep in Jesus (1 Thess. 4,14); sooe 

have maintained that he knows nothing of the resurrection of unbe­

lievers. ik.t 'pa.ul distinctly speaks of the JudBment which shall over­

take the world, and we frequently find the j~dgment of the ungodly as­

socia ted '.vith the redemption of tl~ £ pious, by way of contrast, t2 Thess. 

1,6-10; Rom . 2,5-12.16; 2 cor. 5, 10; Gal. 6,7.8). This Judgment 

ne.ttra lly pres~pposes a unive~sal res~rrection, ir.clLdir.g the ungodly; 

and altho ·gh Paul only once makes eA-press mention of the resurrection 

of the ~neodly; still his testimony is very e>.'l)lici t and clear. The 

passage in 1 Gor. 15,20-E3 does not exclude the fact that Christ will 

raise the boc.ies of the unbelievers. <.;erte.inly no one shall be ma.de 

alive except by Christ and His power, but this will har-pen to all; 

lrieyer, in his note on 1 Cor. 15,22., -puts this very clearly: "Christ, 

when he a::;> . ears in His ~l ory, is not sim:ply the Giver of lif' e for 

his beli evin6 ~eople, but His life-gi vinB -po:. er extends also to the 

other side, 1.e. to the unbelievers who must exrerience the necessary 

op:posi te of the completed redenrpti on; these he av:a~es to the resi:.r­

recti on of cor.demne.tion. raul thus agrees with John 5,28.29; 

Matt. 10 ,28; e.nd thus his declaration in Acts E4 ,15, finds its con-

firme.ti on in ol:r text. "The ss.me elrr.:!.ghty -:power tha t raised Christ 

will raise all men (1 cor. 6,14), that each one may receive the things 

done in the body, accord ir.e- to v,·hat he hath dor.e, \·.-nether it be good 

or bad (2 cor. 5 ,10), 11fo1· we shall all stand before the judgment-seat 

0£ uod (P.om. 14,10-12). -



• 

3'2-
m. Nature of the ttes~rrection-body. 

1n touching upon the nature of the resurrection-body, Faul 

avers in the most proaounce~ manner that the same bodies are to be 

raised which were deposltei in the graves. He designates the resur­

rected bodies as, 1) "our body", Phil. 3,21; 2) "this corl'l:.ptible 11 , 

1 Cor. 15,53,54; 3) "they v1ho a.re aslee!)", 1 '!'hess. 4,13-17; 

4) "your bodies are the members of vhrist", 1 Cor. 6,15. Also 

Rom. 8,11; 2 cor. 5,4• However, these bodies will be clothed with 

new end spiritual qualities, subject to neither time nor space 

(1 vor. 1 5 ,42 ). Th e body which will be raised again will be spiritual, 

n·ot as to its sc.bstance but as to its qualities and endowments. 

The difference in the nature of the heavenly bodies and the 

earth).~,. bodi es is ve y•y fullJ e~:pressed by the P.p:stle in 1 Cor. 15,35ff: 

1) He t :,:,J.:es a con !)arison from e. ·grain 'of wheat, from wr;ich an entirely 

new body is develo-;i ecl, whose form and J;'lroperties e.re very different 

from tnose of t he seed. sown. 2 ) God makes material things 111 very 

different ro1'ms and wi th different consi tutions, on account of their 

diffe r ent c.es t i na t i ,:n. The body of fishes, of b~rds, and of beasts 

is not t he s ame; t heir natt~.re and attributes are wholly differer.t, 

vs. 39-41. .And so must our l:ee.venly j,ody be organized differently 

from t h e_ eart h ly, b ecat~ s e it ~a.s a iif'ferent end. 3) The hee. venly 

body wil l :.:Pv e great :preeminence over the earthly, v.4~ff. The 

earthly bocly is tltr•1.'e,:toil. l y f.fP1'-oei . perishable; 
~:, , ~ ~;, ~ 
iv .('l'"1.~,t - def ormed, disfl~ red; IY ot.d'" £Y~t.f - feeble, 

power·l e. s s ; ~ u X''- J(,/-., - carnal, ar..i mal. But \·.:hen it is raised 
~ ~ 4 , 

it will be a body E Y -''fvatetr1.-: - i:1!:!.ortal, indestructible; 
~ ~ 

- beautified, gloriot:s; f.a-- ~VY~~££ -strong · 
/ 

and mighty: and -,r., ~ ~ a< t 1, Jr' o >' 

I Ii 

- spir·i teal, exempt from every-
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thing which is im~erfect in the material body. In short, 
~ - u.~ 

body is like Adam' 8 "from the earth" I ZK 11s x• '" 0,,, 
olA.r ear:t:tily 

), the 

future body vrill be like that vrhich Christ now !)ossesses, a "heavenly 
:, we • -body" ( ,; ~ o V f ~ a,, 11 ) • 

That ou r boay will be like that of Christ is plainly ta~ght in 

l Cor • 15 ,49: "And a s we ha.ve borne the i1te.3e of the earthly, we shall 

also bear the image o~ the heavenly". And still more 1;lainly in 

Phil. 3,21: "Who sha ll change our vile body, the.t i t may be fashioned 

like unto his 0 lo;ri01:.s body, accordin5 to the ·11orking whereby he is 

able even to subdti_e ~tl l things unto himself". See Rom. 6 1 9. The 

heavenl:; body i s called tfw~fl. J/t ,,,,S (Phil. 3,21) V!hich means 

pro~er l y glorio~s . excellent, perfected ennobled. 

Of the new ·at t ribt: t e s of the r esu1~rection-body 1 P.:olle.z says: "The 

bodies ,;:hie .t ,.-e bee r about with L-:. s in t his life, di f fer fro:n the ri sen 

bodies not 'Ni tr. res pect to s-c.bsta.nce, bet (1) with res~ect to C.l;.ration; 

t he f or:ne· · a re sub j ec t to co:-rt·.-p tion, and :9erish; and the latter a1~e 

free fr om co:r·rt:."!)ti on , ~~nd a l ways endt-:.re; (2) vdth r es"9ect to ou t ward 

fo!'m; the f O:!:·me r being unsightly, colorless, o:'fensi ve cor~ses; the 

l_atter v-.iil 1 be c;l or i O\:.s, br illi2.n~ , most beautifi;.l; (3) v:i th r es!)ect 

to vigor . The f ormer a::.,e sov:n into the earth, fee ble e.nd destitute 

of sense 2.nd mot i on; the latter will be active, vigoroi;.s, abounding 

in extraordinary s enses, sub j ect to no defect; (4) with res~ect to 

activity and enc.u1·ance. The for mer are subJect to genera tion, 

nutrition 
1 

~:?.""o,•:th, loc~. l -pros ress, and feel the need of food, drink, 

marriag e: t h e latter will be entirely at leisure for s -piri tual actions• 

and 'Nill not neec. nourishment or conjugal intercourse." 

Very r ertin ent a ~·e a lso the remarks of Gerhard (XIX, 38): "These 

very qualities of the revived bodies, by reason of which they are dis-

tinguished in this life from animal bodies, must be accurately dis­

tingu.i shed from each other. For some are common to all the revived, 

II 

-
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the wicked as well as the godly, the unbelieving as well as the •be-

:, ll , \ ~ lJ. , 
lieving. Such are d..tflTole(/"e..,.. K,1.t,,JlVfll.Vfl.,.t.14 incorru:ptibility and im-

mortality, bec~use the souls and bodies of. the wicked are to be lost 

(not by being annihilated, but by being tortured) in gehenna, tfat. 10,28, 

because the worm enawing them vii 11 not die, a.nd the fire burning them 
• 

will not be quenched (Is. 66,24; !•Jark 9,44.46.48), and therefore their 

bodies ·.vi 11 likewise rise again incorn:.pti ble and i:n.::ortal, never to be 

separated ~rom the souls, but to be reserved for eternal and never-end­

ing tortlA.!"es. From this it is also understood that the inco:-rupti'bili ty 

and immort@ .. li ty in the bodies of the 'Ni eked are very different fror:! the 

incorruptibility and immortality of the godly, both with res~ect to the 

rest of the connected qualities, and \;·ith respect to the end.-••••• But 

some qualities are peculiar to the godly alone when raised again for 

everlast ing life, which the Apostle, 1 Cor. 15, recounts in th:!.s order, 

~ v.~3-49; Phil. 3,21; from which it is inferred that the bodies of the 

godly men r aised to life eternal will be not only incorr,;~tible and 

immortal, but a.lso; (1) glorified, sloriot:.s, because they will be 

clothed, as with a mantle, ~jth ineff~ble honor, splendor, and glory; 

and therefore, wi th di ,rine lieht 1 lustre e.nd brilli2~cy, JJatt. 13, 43; 

Dan. 12 ,3; 1 Cor. 15,41; (2) ~ower:ul, because they will be altogether 

free from mortal d "fficulties sne fDom infi~mities, pains and diseases, 

to which they were subject in t his life, and therefore, will be strong, 

vigoro-:.:.s, inca~s.ble of si:.:ffering, ae;ile, subtle, which neither weight 

nor gravity •,-.1ill be able to prevent from bein,g caught U!' into the air 

to meet the Lord, 1 Thess. 4.17; (3) syiritual, not indeed with respect 

to essence; for they will not be s:pirits, but spirit~·al bodies, they 
7 / 

will be 1-i'J.J/ ~~• '- (lil:e the angels), not angels, not equal to, 

or the same as an.gels, Matt. 22 ,30; but, by reason of spiritual 1ua.li ties, 

their bodies will no longer be natural bodies (animalia, Vulgate trans-
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lation, l Cor. 15,44 of IJ.r.tpul_,/r', >" ) standing in need of food, 

drink, sleep and other su:p"9orts, but spi:ri tt1al, in which there is no 

strife of the flesh e.nd s:r,iri t, but which are perfectly s1Abjected to 

the control of the spirit, are entirely rtled by the Holy Ghost, and 

need no food or other means for their sup~ort. 

Chemnitz, DeDuabt;.s Maturis, p. 175: "Bodies in this life are 
~ 

called YJIIX1,J<.1. , not becat-.se they are transmuted into soul, 

or of the same substar.cc with the soul, which is e. spirit 1 e.l substa..~ce, 

but becat".se they are movec. to a ction and governer., not by themselves 

or their own bodily aondtions, yroperties and faculties, but by the 
. 

power of the Bou l. So in the resurrection, the bodies will be , 
'ff"y11J_,µr;1,.t~K,<. ; s:pirit1:al, not bees.use they wi ll be transmt-..ted 

into spi r it , or be of the same substance ~ith t~e Holy Spirit, for they 

·11ill !":a.ve '--' net :retain their· net ,re or bodily su"ostar.ce, a.s Job sa~,rs: 

• In m~,r :f'l e sh , i shall see "od", and in the creed we confess that vie 

believe the resli.rrection of this flesh. "St:t they \'!ill be spi~itual, 

beca u 3e ~hPt the soci is no~ to the body , the Spirit wi ll ~e to body 

and soul. For the body r:i 11 1:.1 i thou t means be sustained Rnd !,:Ire served 

by the ~l)ir-i t. . nd the body \·:: th the soc.l \":i ll be :nost rer:fectly sl!b­

ject to "i;he direction and control of the Spir·it. For in this life the 

regenerEte &re led in thin0 s pert aini ns to God by the Spirit of God, 

but o~ly partial ly and imterfectly. ln the rescrrection, however, 

both OQdy and. sou l shall , withot~t any resistance, be ~eri'ectly subject 

to the gI.-..idance and control o~ the S:piri t, who will use both ooe.ies SJ'ld 

souls of saints, accordin;.; to his omnipotence, for "Nha.tever movements 

and opera tions he wishes ; and the bodies and sou.ls of s~dnts in glory 

will ~se the virtue of the Spirit for e ll movements and o~er~tions the 

Spirit ,:fishes, and •Nill he.ve no longer psychical, but most !)erfect 

spiritt.:al con,litions and: fa.ct·lties. 4 ) Feaven ly, like,,.,!l.se, not with 
res1:'ect to substanc e bt:t with res-pect to Q.t·.ali ti es , beca\ise they will 

-- ··- · ,,,. ___ .... _-!' 
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shine with heavenly li=.ht and Mlory; will no lor.z er be subject to 

eerthly infirmities, but .'Nill be cl istineuished by their heavenly lustre, 

and no longer be di sfi:s"l;red, corrt,pt, i r:.11erfect, :r.e.imed and unsightly, 

but most bea~tif~l, nle~si~B to the s i ght, perfect handsome, and com­

plete in me mbers etc. An e xam! le of these q_uali ties is pi·eser.ted to 

i:s in the boa.y of Christ, a s raisec. fr.orr. the c.ee.d and placed :e t the 

ri~hr he..nd of '.!od, to wn · ch our bod~" is to be made ~like. 3u.t al tho-j.gh 

the bodies of the ·,:ic:-:ed 2.r.d t!le da1r:ned will be ir.corrl' !)tible and im­

no t be i m~assable bet ~ill be s~bJect to eternal 

tortures , e nr ~i ll 1e a dorned by no honor, no glory, no po~er, r.o 

spiri tt:.a l c ·-ccllence, b~t wi ll be .arked by 1;,erret 1.:al fcrlness and 

i gnon im,,r , d. e c•t i ned to e t ernal 6.is :>race, an<! oppressed by in:f"err:al dark­

ness. ·.:.'i r:: -:;· ~.re veo ,;e ls ma.c..e ,;,nto dishonor a.nd di s ~i·ace, . . om. 9, 21~ 

~ l'irr. . · 20 " - , . Acc o2·c.ing to the ci:g,racteri s t::.cs i:n-;,ar ted to those 

l'E.i.. cd fr or:. :r.e .:: ead , a s t _.t. e s a vec.. or lost, t heir rem.:.rrect: on is 

te"f•. ed : " T!~e 1·e sc r:--·ect · Ori. to life ·,·:~ i er. is ~ec~; lisr to the ::-cc. ly and 

,n ·oe i e, 1.' ~· " .. - - :., . 

-fr ... ~ 
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b1
• Transforn,a.ti on of the ~ 

the d oct1,i1:e of Pa.1;1, thoseAwho survive until the 

'Parousia ~•:il l not die , t o be i :Lmeclis.tely raised ~:,oain, · ut a t the 

same moment in whi ch the dead ere raised , they shall be change, 

l C l h r.1 -r-01' • u , ...> • OG : "Beholc , 1 sho,;.: you e mystery; ·.11e shall not a ll slee-p, 

out we she.11 s.11 be ch;:..nged ; in 2. r. ,oment, 1n tha t"J·:in.:lir.:~ o~ an eye, 

at t he L-:: st t:r-n n-1 : ;:o!' ~-he tr~m~et sh:::.11 s o1;nd 1 e.nc. the :ie;;.d :::hall be 

r e.i sed i11corru.~t i b le , :a.nd 'Ne s h a ll e.11 oe chan£ ed 11
• '!'he·ir bodies :nu.st 

:bmmed i a tely };11:i. t on i n co1·rn1'tion e.nd i m.1norta lity :'or corrti.ption a nc. 

mortali t y , 1 C'or . 15 , 53 : "For t: is co!·rti.p ti bl e m\i.s t _ \;. t on i:-:: corrt::pti on, 

uid ttis ?:101·t :? l I u ..; t pi.·.t on i..,:i:O'.!:tal ity 11
; also 1 Cor. 15,5~; P. t;or. 5, 

1 1ri1os s . L -· . 15f f ; ? hil . T·-•en sh,.. 11 ~:;,_ey be "c-othed u .... _~on :,ith ! . • • c:. .. .. 

"-' h "ne • ot: s e :!'ron h e f-: ven 11
, bod~ , ~hi ch is the t reas~re 

in heav~n f or the be l iever 

-
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111. The ~•inal Judgment 

A. ~'Vidence. 

The fact of a final future judgment of all believers and un­

believers is distinctly taueht by the Apostle Paul in Acts 17,31: 

"Because he ha th a.:ppointed a day, i11 the which he wi 11 judge the 

world in righteousness by that ·man whom he hath ordained; whereof 

he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 

from the dead". Rom. 2,16: "In the day v;hen God shall judge the 

secrets of' men by Jesus Christ according to my gos-pel 11 • l Cor .4,5: 

"Therefore, judg e nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 

who both will brine to light the hidden~hings of darkness, and will 

:nake ma nifest the co·,J.nsels of the hearts, and then shall ever~r me.n 

have !-)l"' E.i s~: of God 11 
• 1 Gor • . 6, 2 .3: "Do ye not knov: that the saints 

shall judge the world? And if the world shall be j~dged by you, are 

ye u.r1wo1:·thy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not the.t we 

shall j udge angels ? How m1:.ch u:ore things that pertain to this life?" 

2 Cor. 5, 10: "For 'Ne must a.11 a:p:pear before the judgment seat of 

Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, accord­

ing to that he ha.th €!:one, 'llhether good or bad. 2 Tim. 4,1: "l cha.J?ge 

thee, therefore, before God and the Lord. Jesus chi:·ist, who shal judge 

the quick and the dead at his a:9pearing". See also l Cor. 3,8-16; 

Rom. 14,10; Hom. 3,6; 2 Tim. 4,8; 2 Thess. 1,7-10; 1 Thess. 4,16.17; 

l Car. 15 et al • 
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B. Terms. 

The following terms ar.e used by Paul to describe the final Judg-

ment. 

, to judge, to pronounce an opinion onn­

cerning right and ·wrong• is used (a) of the judgment of God or Jesus 

the Messiah deciding between the righteousness e.nd the unrighteous-
' , 

ness of men: Rom. 3, 6- t; oy II o rP. OY -"for then how shi.l God 

judge the 1Norld"; 2 Tim. 4,1-fw-y-t.c.s K. Y£Meoafs • 11Y/h0 shall 
I lf. ' _, ,a I , 

judge the q"t:.ick and the dead"; Rom. 2,16-t.t Ke uff''t-< ~..,..,. -,..,Vt1J111tl~ 

•"Vlhen nod shall jud -:e the secrets of men II J 

·"as many as-------s.,inned in the law shall be judged"; 2· Thess ._2,12-
~ t L 'Vol - "that they all might be damned who believed not the 

truth". 

lb) It is also used of Ghristie.ns who will sit vii th Chri st at 
' , 

the jud.grnent: 1 cor. 6,2- to\-' Kor"~ 0)"' - "Do ye not know the.t 
> ~).. 

the saints shall judge the world"; 1 Gor. 6,3- "'-II~ olJ.j -

"Know ye not t h:::. t we shall judge angels 11
• 

( c) To !'ronounce judgment, to subject to censure. With e.ccusa-
• I 

tive of the substance of the judementa 1 Cor. 4.4-J<e,r,,-. -t''-1'.C. 

"but he that judgeth me is the Lord" 

2. /((J., 1:'15 l ieans a juclse, one Vlho :passes or arrogates 

to hirr.self judgment on anythi ng. 1t is used of Christ's returning , 
to sit in ju.sgment: 2 Tim. 4, 8 - tJ £ K•" o S - "which Ghrist the 

righteous judn■e shall". , 
3-/r'eL"'S is a judgment i.e. an opinion or decision 

given concer ning anything, especially concerning j~stice and injustice, 

right and vn- _,ng. in:· one sense it is usec. of the Judgment of God or 

Jesus the i':lessi ah: 2 Thees. 1, 5 - "a manj :rest token of the righteous 

Judgment" 

-



means a raised place mounted by a step; a plat-

I form, t1•ibune, tribunal; judgment-seat. lt is used of the judgment­

seat of Christ: Rom. 14,10 - t,l /3-AJ~.,t'& 'C'ovU-1.oif -"we shall 

all s_tand before the judgment seat of Ghrist"; 2 Cor. 5,10 -

-Cov /Ji,,,,__• 'to,s -Coli l, e1,l'toiJ .. "for we must all appear before the judg­

ment seat of Christ". 

5 ./) l J< cl( c-o /( e, L ril ~ - "righteous judgment": Rom. 2, 5: "Re­

velation of the righteous judgment of God". 
CH _,,, 

6 • '/A E (! o( I a synonym for judgment, means the last d,:y in 

in Vlhich vhrist will return from heaven to hold the final Judgment: 
C C f 

1 Cor. 4:,3-,, "/~~(!_-'- sillJ-ply..> - A•_V. incorrectJ 1 Cor. 1,8-
, , ~ C ~ 1.,,- ~ r J, ' -t y -C.i' ,.,,/A4 Ce ~ --Co U J( 'IJ t t, O l) .Afr~ 'II ~ "'f fl tJ 

11 /\ e ' t"o V - "who 

shall also confirm you into the end, that ye uay be blamelessin 
~ ,.. t:" , 

the day of ou r Lord Jesus Christ"; 1 Cor. 5,5- t'1' t-17 _.-,~,:e,.c - , 
tc,i, J(tJ f c.ov - "to deliver such an one t-:.nto Satan for the des-

truction of the f lesh, that the Spirit may be savei in the day of 
. :> , , .-- C ~ 

the Lord J CS\.lS 11 ; 2 Tim. 4, a- f Y E. J( £, 'Vtf '-ii Af.A te.c. -

"which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me e.t the.t dB¥"; 
:, C: ,,. :) .,.. , +- , J , '°" - J. ,,_ 

Rom. 2 1 5-EY·A/ ,,,._~f.l. oej7J /(.~o J(tJ.).U,PE"..j 01,K,1.t.of(e,r'.J' fe11 "l'o1J 

"against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 

of God 11
• 

iiiiiii 
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c. Time. 

Paul lays stress on the fact that the day of the Farousi~ 

the day of the second. advent of Ghrist, is at these.me time the 

Messianic JJay of Judgment, when God, by Ghrist, will decid.e trho 

is found approved, and v,ho is not. And according to the uniform 

doctrine of the Apostle,,the ju.c.gment of the world will follow im­

mediately a.f'ter the general resurrection. 2 Tim. 4,1: 11who shall 

-judge the quick and the dead at his appearing"; l Gor. 6,5 where-

fore, Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who will 

bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest 

the counsels of the hearts". ~ee also l cor. 1,7.8; l Cor/ 5,5; 

2 Cor. 1,14 ; l Thess. 2,19; l Thess. 3,13; 2 Thees. 1,7-10; 

Phil. 1 ,6.10; Phil. 2,16 ■ 

4. 'W: 4 & 
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l>. The Judge • 

The holding of this Judgment is commonly ascribed by Paul 

to Christ, as it is represented as a commission or plenipotentiary 

poV1er, which the b
0a.ther had given to the man Jesus as 1,!essie.h. 

Thus it is se.id, Hom. 2,16: J-E-•S' · - - - --- (cf.v.6J lfe1,v1-: 
\ .,,, f: \ ~ .Q , t, \ 1-r r. 

CII "t 1111" II. -'.,,uew "W~ G c..- -"1 "' u. In Acts 17 ,31, Paul declares that 

God "hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in 

righteousness IJy the man he hath ordained" (Jesus Christ). And in 

2 cor. 5,10, Paul distinctly affirms the.t the Judge will be Christ, 

he says: "For we must all ap-pee.i· before the Judgment-se.at of Christ, 

that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according 

to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad". Moreover in 

2 'l'im. 4,1 the se.me fact is established, "! charge thee therm5ore 

before God, and the Lo1•d Jesus vlu•is:t;, who shall Judge the quick 

and the dead at his a1 pea.ring•;·. The specific act of J~dging is 

assiBtled to Jesus in 2 Thess. 1,7-10; 1 Cor. 4,5; P.om. 14,10; 

2 Tim. 4,8. 

But there is evidence that Jes~s Christ will associatewith 

himself' as judges those whom he has redeemed. Says Paul in 1 Cor. 

6,2.3: "Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world?and 

if the world shall be Judged by you, are ye unworthy to Judge 

the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? 

how much mo .-e things that pertain to this life?" Hence 1 t be­

comes evident that judicial functions are prominent in the words 

of the Apostle, and the least that they can be supposed to teach 

is that "all saints" will be taken into the counsel of Godand 

called to reunite in the decision of the infallible Judge as to 
. 

the guilt end doom of the wi eked, ,..,hether angels 01~ men. Not that 

they will be helpful to Christ in forming his decisions, but that 

they will be honored as his friends with such a full view of the 

••• 
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reasons ~or every decision, as to make it ~s trcly theirs as his 

own. 

But there are other statements ot Paul closely allied in mean­

ing to those which refer to the Judicial functions of the stints, 

statements that speak of them as reigning with Christ, or as sharing 

his glory. Hom. 5, 17; Hom. 8, 17; 2 Tim. 2, Ua" etal. "In virtue of 

the union of believers with Ghrist, his triumph is theirs. They are 

Joint-heirs with him, and if they suffer with him, they shall also 

rei8n with him, Rom. 8,17; 2 Tim. 2,12. He will jud.ge and condemn 

his enemies as head and champion of his church, all his members as­

senting to his judgment e.nd glorying in' his triumph". (Hodge, com. 

on 1 cor . 6,2.3). Hence we may say that Paul propounded the view 

of the gloi·ious pa1•ticipation of the redeemed, the se.ir.ts, with 

Christ in the judgment of the world, of angels and men, a.t the 

"la.st day" • 



,ff 

E. Universality. 

The Judgment on the day of the Farousia will be according 

to the plain words of st. Paul, a universal judgment. ill man­

kind, the whole race of Adam, from the time of the creationot 

man to that of Christ's final appearance, .without exception, of 

every generation, condition and character, all, all people will 

be subJect to it • .l!:ach individual will appear inthe integrity 

fo his l'erson, "body, soul and sp1lt~ (l Thess. 5,23 J. The 

dead will be raised and the living~changed simultaneously, 

(l Thees• 4, 15-17), P-fii!:-!-ed: fe:. tile f f.Rc-l rt5-gmeR4i, ln asserting 

that Paul teaches a universal judgment t~e appeal is made to the 

followin~ passaBes: Rom. 14,10: "for. we shall all stand before the 

Judgment seat of Christ". Rom. 14,12: "So then everyone of us 

shall give account of himself to God". 2 Cor. 5,10: "for we mu.st 

• all appear before the Judgment-seat of Christ. 2 Thess. 1,6-10 

(Paul s~eaks of G~ist's Judement of the wicked and "to be glorified 

in his saints"). 2 Tim. 4,1: 111.bo shall judge the quick e.nd t_he 

dead 11 • In Acts 17 ,31 Paul ieclares that God "hath appointed a day 

in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by the man 

whom he he.th ordained". The expression which is here translated .. ,, 
the "v,orld", 01. Koup. £ v-; , means literally "the inhabited 

earth", "the world" (?.fatt. 24,14; Hom. 10,18; Heb. 1,6 et e.t.) or 

by metonomy "the inh~bitants of the ea:bth", "the whole he.man race, 

"mankind". And there ce.n be no doubt that Faul intended bJ1 this 

all mankind, a universal judgment. 

~everal inter~reters maintain the opinion that the final 

~dgment •refers to non-Christians only; so Kiel, Olshausen. This 

view is refuted by Paul in all those passagei that refer to a 

universal Judgment, which are mentioned in the preceding paragrap•• 
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Other theologians contend that the judgment refers to Christians 

only; e.a GretiUs and Meyer. This opinion is untenable in the face 

of the clear testimony of Paul to auniversal judgment,and tohis 

specific assertion that the wicked will also be judged (2 Thess.1,1-10). 

The m(\jority of scholars, ancient and modern, are agreed that the final 

judgment wi 11 include "all mankind. Bengel says, in his inimitable 

manner, "All the angels, all the nations, how ve.st an assemblyl" 

ln calling the last Judgment "universal" reference he.s only been 
~ . 

made thus far to mankin,. But the question presents itself naturally, 

Are not the angels to . be judGed at the same timeT if the language of 

Phil. 2,10.11 is related to that of Hom. 14,9-12, and refers to the 

Judgment day, as 1 believe it does, we must also include angels amohg 

those who a r e to give an account of their stewardship, and how before 

the di vine Judge. 11.[oreover, Paul associates the judging of the world 

with the judg ing of angels: "Know ye not that the saints shall Judge 

the wo:::·ld? ••••• Know ye not that ,,.,e shall jud·ge e.ngels?" (1 Ccr .6,2.3) 

1.1he whole tenor .- · of the Apostle's v:ri tings indicates that~e be­

lieved in a final uni ve1·sal judement, a JudBment of all mar.kin~, 11 v­

ing and dead, wicked and BOOd, a judgment of all angels, evil and good• 

Rom. 2,11: "For there is no res:pect of persons with God". 

i!J :...2 =: ™· ca -w 
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b'. The Nature and Manner • 

As to the r1a tur~ of the final judgment, and the manner in which 

it will be conducted by Christ, Paul asserts the following particulars: 

1. lt is a judgment according to works (P.om. 2,6-9; 

Rom •. 2,16); not only in the case of the ungodly (Gal. 3,9-12; Rom.2,12), 

but also in the believers the v,orks will come under consideration 

(1 Cor. 4,5; 2 Cor. ~,10). There is no conflict here with the doctrine 

of grace, f'or the believers are saved by faith (EJ)h. 2,8; Rom. 3,ES), 

but judged and rewarded accorc.ing to their works. This equivalence is 
• 
but the natural co1·respondence between the harvest and see'ttime, 

Gal. 6,7.8: "Be not deceived, !¾od is not ir.ocked; for v'!hatsoever a 

man soweth, tlu:. t ::;hall he also rea1). E'or he tha. t so·::eth to his flesh, 

shall of the flesh real) corrur,tion, but he that soweth of the Spirit, 

shall of the S!)iri t reap life everlasting. "'Ho,·;ever·r the 11:orks of the 

believers ~!·e not mechanically a.p:pre.ised, 2s in Judaism, because Paul 

spe~.ks, by :preference, of' "v1ork" in the singular (?.om. 2, 7 .15; 1 cor.3,13; 

9,1; Gal .. G,4; .l!;:ph. 4,12; !-'hil. 1,6.22; 1 •rhess. 1,3; 2 ~ess. 1,11). 

And this 01! e oreanic product of "work" is traced back to the root of , 
faith (1 Thess. 1,3; 2 Thess. 1,11, where the genitive Tre.N£wj -is a geni t j_ ve of origin) , and Paul speaks as a. rule not of T(o, ,, 1' 

r but of ,retJ..l"tf£tV , i.e. of the practice, the systematic doing of 

that wnich is good. Hence, it is evident the.t only the sanctified 

works of.' the ju. st if i ed believer wi 11 be judi:ed.. The norm of thts 

Jud~ment is, in res,ect to the eoc.ly, the Gosyel, as con tradistin-

~·1.· ~h d ~ ~h L Gol• ~,·9·. "So then the.,v which be of faith are uu u e 1. rom .., e aw, .:;.. u • 

blessed with faithft,.l Abreham; 11 v.lE: "And the law is not tJf faith; 

but the me.n the.t doeth them shall live in them"; but with res-pect 

to the unbelievers, the law, rom. 2,12: "For as mays.shave sinned 

without 1~ .. w shall also !)erish ,·:ithott law; and as many as have sinned 

a: za: 



'1-1 
in the law shall be judged by the law". See also 1 Cor. 6,9.10; 

Gal. 5,19-21. The trie.l of \'!Orks is neceesary for the sake of 

the vindication of tJ.od 's jt1stice, and the realization of the •full. 

measure of ~~od's gracious re~·:a rds to the elect (1 Cor. 3,8.14; 9,1'7.18;_ 

Col. · 2, 18 ; 3 , 24 ) • 

2. ~very act of life, v:ithout exce-ption, will be brought·: under 

review in the fina:i. judcr.nent. Rom. 2,6-11; Hom. 14,12; 1 cor. 4,5; 

2 C or • 5 • ; Gal • 6 , 7 -9 • 

3. 'l'he f inal Jud~ment is not a a:piritual, invisible, endless, 

Pl'0cess, bt:.t i t is e.11 out111a.rd, visible event occurrin5 at e. definite 

time in the f uture. '!'his i'c.ct may be gleaned by inter:preting the 

!)red i ct ions of t he le.st jude-ment U!=0n the same !'rir.ci~le e.s its ac­

compa nimell''· s , t h e seconJ. con~ing c,f t:hrist e.ftd the resurrect ion• 

4. l t v1ill be a ri shteou s and i nrpartie..l judgn!ent, 2 Tim.4,8; 

2 'J.'he '"'s. 1,5; R6m. 2,5; Acts 17,31. ~'Very one will be jud.~ed in 

accorc. a n c e \r!i th his spiritual kno\'.'ledge, i'ai th, works, end the 

u s e he 1:ie.d e o:f" h:l.s op11or t l;.ni ties. Those who have he.d the v:ritten 

law ~,ill be j u.cl.ged by that; t:he heathen, 2.ccordir.e to the li ~ht 

of Yo_, Q __ ~.,.,_~_e , µom ~ 13 l o~ ,., \. -· . .., ' - . 
5. 1 t ~!i ll oe t he fina l and irrevocAe.ser.tence of jt'!.dgrr.ent 

by \'!Li cl rev1E.rds ~ii 11. b ~ bestov,ec. upon the ri t;hteot~.s a1)d -punib.h-

, .ents :?..llotted to t h e vlick ed f or their :;ood. and evil e.ctions, and 

the t h u --h t s of the heart, 2 Co!". 5,10; l Cor. 4,5; ~om. 2,6.16. 

6 '"h 1 · of t·11,:ii .a.ntichrist (2 Thess. 2 ,8) is the f i:rst 
• .i. .1.e S a.y1r.s -

act o:· the :f' i nal jt:..d gment. 

7 
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B • .l>Uration. 

~he sufferings of the _ungodly and the punishments of the wicked 

are expressly described by the Apostle as eternal. Paul uses the ad­
~ , 

Jectiv.e d..1-wv,os to describe the endless duration of the 

ty inflicted upon the unbeliever (2 Thess. 1,9). A/ tNV'- o.J' 
penal-

means 

properly "eternal", everlasting, without end, unceasing. lt e>:presses 
& ~ 

the quanti~tive rather than the qual~tive element and :nvolves the idea 

of duration. That this meaning is Pauline can be seen by the associa­

tion of this word \·lith other conce-ptions in Paul's •:,ritins-:s. it is ... 
used to express the endless duration of God (Rom. 16,26), the endless 

duration of the fut~re ha~piness of the saints (Rom. 2,7); it is as­

sociated l~.' th II life" (:Rom. 2, 7; Hom. 5 ,2; Rom. 6 ,23; l Tim. 6, 12 .19; 

Titus l, 2; '!' i tus 3, l '7), "gl:>ry11 (2 Tim. 2, 10), "weight of f.lory" 

(2 Co:-. ~,17), "consolation 11 (2 These. 2,16), "thin;s not seer. 11 

/ 
(2 Cor. 4,18), O!)!)OSed to tre•r1('1.t.fGS (2 Cor. 4,18), "joined with 

> I ' I thee forever" (d'-WV'1,,0V allJtoY' Philem. 15). Thus in all cases the 
.t 

quantiti,re sense of the word 11 eternal" suits the connection. There-
"" 

fore• the opinion that tl~e word "eternal", everl2.stin5, de:: otes 

Quality rather than duration must be pronouncec untenable. The origin 

of this view may probably be traced to the opposition which men feel 

to the doctrine of endless misery. This doctrine of an eternal ~unish­

ment is said. to be abhorrent to reason and inconsistent with the ~er­

fection of Sod. Nevertheless• an imp2.1•tial stt:dy of the teachings of 

the apostle Paul leads to this startling, and, to some, offensive 

doctrine • 

.l t is obJected by some that the word "eternal" does not -e.lways 

possess the meaning forever. This may be true. But, we rnust admit 

that, •nhen this word qualifies the condition of the 1·i~hteous, 1 t 

means forever, without end, e.g. the righteous she.11 go into "life 

eternal 11 • The same word, ho\vever, (!Uali:f'ies the -pt:.nisl!ment of the 

. ' 
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wicked, e.g. "they shall be !)unished with everlasting c.estruction". 

Fairness demands th2.t v,e make the Joy of the righteous and. the :punish­

ment of the wicked - both qualified as they are by the seme '}reek word -

of the same duration. Theref'o:..·'= • if we admit that the state of the 

believers is eve·t" l a sting , we mu.st necessarily !'ecognize the endless, 

eternal d.u1 .. ation of the punishment of the vii.eked. 



SI 

o. Degrees of 'Punishment. 

There are degrees of -punishment in God's administre.tion of 

the final sta te of the ~11icked as there are different de!!rees of sin. 

Some unbelievers a r e mo.r e gu.ilty than others since they tave reject-
' 

ed more knowl ed e-e of the will of God and s reater o!)portuni ties for 

service, and have become mor e hardened and bitter in their enmity 

toward God. Just ice wi 11 therefore i m"9 ose a severer pene.l ty on them. 

Hollaz sa:.rs: " The puni smen~of hell differ in degree accordin5 to the 

quality and meast're of sins". While Faul does not make a direct re­

fe1'enc e to t his fact , yet it aJrpears invariably sug5ested by his state..; 

men ts in '}al . 6 , 7 " Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 

e. man s oweth , tha.t shal~. he a lso reaJ.)"• Hom. 2,5.6: "After thy hard­

ness a nd : . .11)eni tent hear t tre~.sures t u-p for theyself ,,,rath i n the day 

of v,rf-."th a.r!d. revelation of t he righteo1;.s jud:;ment of God; who will 

render to eve -... y rn!:n accord.int:; to his v,orks". 2 Cor. 5,10: "For· we 

must all be made manifest before t he judgment-seat of Chr ist; t hat 

each one may rec e i ve t he t!lings done i n the body ,accord i ng to v1he.t 

h h h d · d" 2 ror. 11,1::;.·. "whose end e a t done , ,.;nether i t be goo or oa • ... u 

shall be acc~rc.ing to thei r wor ks". 2 Tim. 4 ,14 "Alexe..r.der the cop:per­

smi th d i d me much evil ; t t,.e Lord wi 11 renc.er to h im accor dins to his 

,•1orks 11 • 
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». Annihilation. 

The best advocates of the doctrine of annihilation (Dr. t~ite 

of En ,..land, Richard Ha the of ~Jermany, and Dr. l!udson of America J do 

not hold the view that annihilation comes i ~mediately upon the end 

of the p1:-esent life. The!r admit that even for the unBodly, the un­

believej•s, somcthi1 :..; corre s after death. They know that the great 

truths of' the :t'est rrecti on of the unE;odly, of the judgment of the 

wicked, of the fu t t·re punishment of the damned U~ Thess. 1,6-9; 

Rom. 2 , 5.8.~1; Gal . 6 ,7; 2 vor. 5,10 et al.) are too indelibly virit­

ten 011 the Pa.-:; e s of scr i pt t;.?-e and on men 's consciences to be denied. 

3ut they h ld that after ages , '9erha:9s long ages, of :punishment, the 

unB'odly 1-·lill '"' t l ast be anr:ihila ted. There is no doubt that the 

underlyi1-:3 pri .. ci:ple of this t heory is the relief it affords from 

the doc t rine o! eternal torment , and the comfort it 51 ves in the 

hope that persistci.t sinners vrill not be punished forever , out will 

be at l ast ~ut out of exist ence. 
H 

'J.'his t:heory is inconsistent ·Nith the tettor: of the wri t ings 

of 'Paul and ti: e lanf;ua0 e of the A't'ostle relative to the fina l state 

of the u nbe liever., . .Lt cannot be maint ~.incd by sound exe.~esis and 

falls t o the ~r ound upon a minute investi~ation . 

1. in the first place i t ~laces a too literal interpretation 

on t he •,·:ords of the Apostle. 1 t t a.1:es a narrow view of the cone ep tion 

of " li::-... e II and II ea th 11 • .Lt fails to taze co0 ni zance of the fact that 

"life " mez.! s soi. etl:i,~t1' very dif.l>erent from :::ere existence and that, 

therefoi•e , a. eath means something ver y different from non-existence . 

"Lii'e " and "d.ea th" have moral e.hd s pir -" tual meanings. "Life" is ex-

istence \·; i th ,;od , s fci vo:i.· and f ello\!shi:p in it . "De0 th" is existence 

apart f x·om nod I s favor and fellov1ship • 

2 . it places a v11·ons inteJ'pretation upon the meanir.e of 

"eter_, al" ( ~ •h s l 9 J w ·,1; .es • , • 1 t refers the "everlastir.~" v:i th \'."hich 



the Vii eked \":ill 'be visi "'lied, to the "res1.:.l ts or co r. seq_uences 11 of that 

punishment, and not to the punishment i tsclf. 3;.t Pau.l says that ·1 t 

is the pw1ishrnent itself, a.nd not the conseq~ences, that is everlasting • 

.1f 11destrt·.ct::i. on 11 rnea r.s e . .r!nih.ilation, then there is no need of the word 

"eterna i II to c1ua l i fy it. VJhen the ~i.postle syea~s o:f the '..tn~odly as 

being punished v; i th II everlasting des true ti on II i'roru the "9resence of the 

Lord, he doe c• n ot me £.1~ t teir anr!ihila.tion but the:!.:?.' ruin and their 

deprivati on o·., ~i_ll the. t is r~ood and promotes ha-p!)iness. ~lse·,·1here 

the A!,'sotle s":;"e:?.~~s of the "st·dden destrt:.ction" (1 Thess. 5,3) coming 

upon t h e r:ic}:ef; at the day of jud::?;ment, anc. there, as the annihilation­

lsts would ~hP.1:1s e l ves a d.mi t, the word does not mean annihilation, for 

annihila.tl~n o:?.1 t h i r o·.v.r! r;hc..v.- .:. ns does not come until after a. :period of 

punisl:rn,ent. 

3. I t i s inconsistent with 

the Apostle !>a"L;.l. He used t he v:ord 

endless d~ra ti on of the punishment. 

the l)lain , I 
J.t,,,WYL•~ 

This word, 

and 

2.S 

clear wording of 

to des.:.irna te the 

1-·1e.s ,r .&. • ro-r. 11ea. out in 

· · · · · t .r t · "' '"· · i s· n '" bu+. a :9rev1ot:..s s e c t1 01~ , =~1ves no !~:!..ri o ... cessa ion o:r. 11 !1:i.S !)Ull- ame.11, .. 

declares i n -::he str ont;es t r,.eaniri J , the endlessness, the eterr.ity of 
~ , 

ft~t~r-e w ~ish.:'1er.t. Eence the literal tre.nslation of -'',.,""•S 
af:·orc. s e.df._j. ti on~ J. test j_!:-ony e.~ainst the theory o:r ar.1~ihilation • 

4 . The d octrine of anni hilation im~lie~ an unworthy con-

ception of 1 t i s inconsist en t with such attributes of God e.s 

wisdom a.nd p ov: 6r, anc. jt".s tice and love (2 Thess. 1,6; Gal. 6,7 et.al.) 

5. ne :?:·he.rd very f ii tin~ly r emarks: 11 If the wic}::ed had any 

more scri ou!J 1,tu .i s hme:nt to f ear than be!ng reducted to r.othing- , it 

ia not a!.):par ent vih~.,r it wo t!ld not nave been better f O'!' them never to 

have been b orn". 

1n vie\'.' of our consider ations above, no other constrt:ction ce.n be 

1>ut up .,n the cxp licj_ t testimony of !-a.t:.l than that the futu~e punishment 



tenable. 
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~. Restoration. 

Another class of theorists maintain that there will be an ultimate 

restoration of the damned after an indefinite period of atoning and 

purifying suffering in pro~ortion to their guilt. They base their 

arugments upon such pe.ssa~es as Hom. 5,18.19; l cor. 15,22-28; 

l!.1ph. 1,9.10; Col. 1,19.20. Ho,,,ever, e. correct e>~osition of these 

texts :?.·eveals the fallacy of their position e.r.d affirms the fe.ct the.t 

Paul d.id not teach a final restoration of the unbeliever into the 

favor o:f nod. 

A so~nd exegesis will arrive at the following concl~sions (cf. 

Hodge f or point 2). 

1. In regard to HoQ. 5, 18 it is ar~ed that the phre.se 

"all men" must h.s ve -precisely the same extent of ap~lice.tion in the 

one clause a s in t he other. P.e answer, 1) Paul here teaches universal 

j&stif i ca tion, but not universal heavehly bless. 2~ The description 

of those who will recei ,re a -place in the heavenly kin6dom, e.s 51 ven 

in v.17 shows that believers only will share the joys of heaven, the 

others rejecting what has been prepared for them, too. 

2. in regard to 1 c;or. 15,22 the argument is the same as 

that drawn f r om P.om. 5,18. From verses 25-28 it is argued that the 

great end of Christ's meditorial reign must be the restoration of 

every cr eature to holiness and blessedness. To this we anS'i'.'er: 

l) this is a strained interpretation put upon these v!ords, which they 

do not necessarily bear, and which is clearly refuted by the many direct 

testimonies we have cited from ~cript~re above; fJ it is inconsistent 

with the sco~e of Paul's subject in this ~assa~e. He says that from 

eternity to the Ascension God reiened absolutely. From the Ascension 

to the restitu tion of ell things ~od reiens in the person of the God-
u di .,_ Fr om "'".,he reDti tution to eternity God will again reign rnan as .~.e a "or. 

-· -- .. - -· - -· --: 



directly as absolute God. 

3. Ti1e ultimate salvation of all creatures is argued also 

from ~Ph• 1,10; Col. 1,19.20. ln both passages, however, the A~ostle 

wishes to stress these two gree.t thoughts l J Christ he.s redeemed all 

men and thus removed the enmity that existed between God e.nd the 

world, and 2) Christ is not only the head of the Church, but He is 

the exalted ruler of the universe, all things in heaven and earth 

being subJect to Him . 
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v. Final State of the Believers. 

A. Nature and E~~es. 

The ADostle presents no clear end definite descrir,tion of the 

splendor and magnificence of the fut~re blessedness of the redeemed. 

He describes this ha~piness sometimes in general terms desi~ating 

its ffreatness (Rom. 8,18-22; 2 cor. 4,17.18) end eometimes by 

various bea~tif~l i~a~es and :i,gt~rative modes of speech. 

The i'ollowi n g are among the principal names of futu.re he.-ppiness, 

both literal a nd. i'i gur-ative, as em-ployed by Paul. 
~ 

1. The li tere.l appe--.J.ati ons are: j w,{ .c ~ "1 i,,, o J 
"eternal life", which acco1~ding to the Hebrew usage, signifies a 

happy life, eter nal well-being. "Life eternal is the ineffable great­

est and yurest harpiness, which believers, when their glorious and 

spiri tue.1 boc.ies have been received, being fz,eea:· from every sin 

and bodi ly infirmity, will, with the holy end blessed angels, eternal­

ly enjoy Qod himself, without end, satiety or disturbance; tr.is 

felicity is cRlled, and is, life eternal". (Hofenre:f'fer). The phrase 

occurs in !~om. 2,7; 5,21; 6,23; 1 Tim. 6,12; Titus 1,2; 3,7. Synono­

mous expressions with etei·ne.l life are: glory (P.om. 2,7.10; 8,18; 

1 Cor. 15,43; 2 Cor. 4,17),"eterr.e.l glory" (2 Tim. 2,10), the glory 

of C.lod ( ~om. 5 ,2), glory of His power (2 Thess. 1, 9), eternal weight 

of glory (2 Cor. 4,17), knowledge (1 Cor. 13,8-10), honor (Rom. 2,7.10), 

peace (Rom. 2,10), power (1 Cor. 15,43). 

2. Among the fi -3U-rative representations is hee.ven. It is 

there where the omnipresent God reveals himself most glorieusly • The 

term heaven is found in col. 1 1 20. l t also occu1·s in the :ph1·e.se 

"heavenly places" (Eph. 1,3.20; 2,6; 6,12). The "third heaven" 

(2 Cor. 12,2) was looked upon as the wide expanse of heaven, hizh 

above the atmosphere and starry heavens• 

Another figurative name is 11pe.re.dise11 (2 Cor. 12,4) taken 
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from the abode of the first man in his innocence. From this it is 

transferred to . the abode of the blessed~ 

Once more this place is called the heavenly Jerusalem, 

(Gal. 4,26), because the earthly Jerusalem was the capital city 

of the Jews, the place of the royal residence, and the see.t of the divine 

worshi~. Synono~ous and correlated terms and ~hrases ares Heavenly 

kingdom (2 Tim. 4,18), "reign with him" (2 Tim. 2,12), inherite.r.ce 

(Gal. 3,18 ; Jt!'ph. 1,14; l~om. 8,17), crown of righteousness (2 T:!.:n. 4,8, 

Phil. 3,14), victory ( 1 Cor. 15,54). 

The real nature of the blessedness of the righteous in 

eternal l i fe ma y be com~rehended under the following !)2.rticulars: 

1 . Entire freedom from sin and all its evil consequences, 

phys i c a l, mora l a nd Soi--} (2 Tim. 4, 18), lea.th {Rom. 7 ,24i 1 coi-. 15,26. 

541 a.ncJ. the d a nger of falling es:ay from God (1 Thess. 4,17). Here 

also should be i1'!cluded immuni ·;y f r om huneer, thirst, the use of mar­

riage (1 cor. 6,13; 15,42.43). 

2. Posi tive blessinss in the f'l;.ture world. Tl:ey consist in 

the most delightful intercourse with God {"see God face to face" -

1 Cor. 13 ,12 ; "present v,ith the Lord" - 2 Cor. 5,8; "to be with Christ"­

Phil. 1,23; "pr e s ence of our Lord" - 1 Thess. 2,19i "ever with the Loni"-

1 l1hess. 4,17; "live with Him" - 2 Tim. 2,11; "reign with Eim" - 2 Tim. 

2,12), and in communion with the redeemed saints (Rom. 8,17i 1 Thess • 

. 4,17; 2 ~1im. 2 ,10; 4,8; Titus 3,7). They also com~rehend a. perfect 

enlie;ltt enment of the intel·lect ll cor. 13 , 8-10); comylete rectitude 

.of t h e will and appetite (:Eph. 4,24; 5,27); indulgence in the heaven­

ly langr ~.g e wh!.ch Paul observed in yara.c.ise (2 Cor. 12 ,4) • roreover, 

they include s pirituality (1 Co1·. 15,40.44.47-49; 'Phil. 3,21), in­

visibility (l Gar. lB,44), impalpability (1 Cor. 15,44.47), illocality 

(i-.), subtilty (ib), a~ility (1 Thess. 4,17i 1 Car. 15,44), immortal-

2,, l Cor. 15,4~-48.53.54; 2 cor. 5,4), 
ity and incorruptibility (Rom. , ; 
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strength and sot-.11dness (1 Cor. 15,43), brilliancy (1 cor. 15,,1.43), 

beauty (1 Cor. 15,43; Phil. 3,21). 

Two q~estior.s be~ring •pon this subject have received some pro­

minence• 'l'he one is v,hether the saints rd 11 recognize ~ach other in 

the life to co:ne? •rhe other, whether the joy of life eternal will be 

clouded by t ~e f act that the bles~ed will see many of their most in­

timate frier.d n tortt:red in hell? 1n re~ar<i to the first query, there 

can be no d.onbt becax ae the se.int s ere endowed perfect wisdorJ! 

and :n o·:1le dge ( 1 Vo1·. 13, 8-10). And in response to the second ·g_uesti on 

!)l"o:posed , Hu t t er ans.':ers very effectively: "I;ot at P.11, for the will 

of t h e blo ssod. s h a l 1 in ~~11 thin~s · concur -.·1i th that of God. Such 

c~.rr.a l a. ""fe e; t i ons 1,:!. ich a r e the si5n of our wea:cr.ess ir. tr.is lif c will 

entirel c ee.~e i. t he lii'e to come, 1t·!hen our love \':ill e: terd or..ly to 

those vin o are ·oalovcd of God e.r..c 'Nhom he has msd:e heirs of everlasting 

life". lJr. Ds.u ' .., r er.!a~k is also :'ertinent: "The will of the blessed 

will ha ve oce: c,r:m !)e :"ec tly co1 f o:-me.-~ to the \"Jill of Goe., so that they 

ado:re .. lso t .e .- .or e nc. n:a j e ~ty of c.J ,•ine justice ir. viev:in~ "'"he tor-

. " 1 ;;i • r to th 1· s ."'!_Uesi:~on .• ""Rea+i men~ s o-P t : e dar::n@d" • 1.r r ~a.rl,. s~-~rs in ansr.re - .. ,.._ - v 

\'id ebu1.t cu os n otos et counitos i nter damr.atos quotiensct-;.nql!e \·oluerint, 

sed abs ~_;_t e ~ _l o c ommissere~tionis a.f f ectu". t;ince the glorified bo:!ies 

are en :m·1ecl v;; t::: sp ir::. tea l e.r.d. hc~venly i~e.l i ties of Christ, they ar e 

not t o the f1 a i ltiEu anJ infirnities of the nat·ral 

body. 
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B. ~e3'l'ees of Glory. 

~.foreover, Pe~ul distinctly tea.ctes that there al'"i degrees of 

bledsednes .. and 31·acles o-:: c lory in hie conce~tion of etern&.l life; 

( 2 Cor • ~ , 6 f'; Gal. G, 7. £J; 1 Cor. 3, 8; 1 Cor. 15, 4). :!ov:ever , he 

does 1~ot entertr::J n the o,:,t ni on that t he!·e are ?rt:td e s of salvation. 

The ha:ppiness of Rll vli 11 be equally et err.al, bu. t r!ot eQ.ually :.11-

ten s e. 'rl.e rno1·~ f'aj t hful one h2.s been, the :..1ore good works, s~ch 

S t ' 1 " tl i ht .o ' ' d h . "" . .1. ' a are accer ·ao c ... n 1e r, ~ - · o" To , one as per.&.O !"mea., 11 ne 

nobl~r his vi~--tt.c s -:.~.ere, the ;::-re2. t er t:?e clifi'ici;.lties and hindr ~.nces 

whi ch !'le 1:"?.~ ti. t ov1::1·c ome 1 t he .~rea t er 'Nill be his reward. That this 

shot~ lc.l !) ,., o-thcr\·,i se , ne ither t he goodness no¥' tte just ice o~ nc;a 

pe:rnit -:.:.s tc believe • .Jr . ? i eper (111,632) ver 3 '!;'Ointedly remarks: 

" GracJ e de1· Seligke:i. t sind nicht anzu.nehmen, \';eil a lle j ~li~en voll­

ko:n:,;en 3 ind , d '?.S :tzt jedsr dcr ~eli ; en v;ird f ttr s~!.ne Person in 

Schanen Gott e s :vol le .:;enttge haben. ,·1ohl aber f; i bt tHlS d i e 5cr.rif t 

vcrE,,r,lassu n :, , ur ade e.er '.'!errli c!:ke: t ( ~ tJ "- , ~ l zu 

l eiu·en ?!a.c:i1 e..er Vc::-schied enhe i t der Arbei t uni T.r eue 1:i er 1:-li.f' t r den. 

!.~an hat a...:.es i n cier l a t cinj_ schen Ver s zc sammen5efs.st : Omni :n; s una sa l us 

sa nctis , sed .. ,loria di s!ar", u:nd si ch c.a.fur n.it l~ ec:it e.'..i.f sch!ifts ~ellen 

s~.ys : " l? on a.:: i sam vi t 2 .. n aet ernar .. , f ec ad. _ r ~.emi a in vi t a a eterI!a, 

llon a .:: eC! ,~t J· .. , en b"' ..., .. 0 .. ;i ,_•_c t1· "'11L'm P- t ,s:lor i am , sed e~c. 2:l ori ae ::r ae..us ""'- ..J ~• e._, , C°w .l. • w \.!. v w - _ _ 

""e .(./' el'."' e1., d ,.. 11 
.L .L • • ct • 
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c. ls Eeaven a Place? 

· The plac e or state of th~~ bles~edness and ha:p!) iness 01 .. the 

riehteoi:. s is c ~•.lled by "!.'aul , "r.. ee. v en" and 

"hec.venly rle.c es . 

a " Ou erAvos 
seat of ~.n 01·de:i: of thin;,"S eternal a.nd co"1s1 ,."i,~,-."=tel1; """,t:arfec"'" ,.,i,,er·e 

- ,II \, .. , C", V !,I•- • ~ 9 •• '• 

God cl\:~ells ;;,.nc. the other hee.venly bein~s" (Thayer). 'Paul desi gnates 
C ~ ~~ I 

it a s the " thi1·d heaven", o ~e,t'o.J 011ea11'0..f 2 c;or. l~,f 

of ti1e seve1·al r. i ~-1:inc+. ·_,.,ea"e.n.~ ... o_f' .. :i.,-=cri i·~e C! ...... e~1rs i·n 1..•,..•n 4 10 ,_ - v • v , l V 11:1 • .;_ • • ! "-I!/ C:. .-,. J.:. _t ■ ' I 

) . 1-t: -~ r._111 ... - •"· .,._ e ,., 1· __ .. n es"'" 
V ,I, A.:, ~ - " 

heE. VE:n, t::~e cl Ii.re l l in[;- ~ le ce of God.. :'rom t::i s hea.ven Christ is aaid 

to h.£..ve co.1e , 1 Cor. 15,47; it is thee.bode of angels; f}s.l. 1,8; 

be the a bove o~ all thir.; s end beiLzs 

' :a - ~ -and on earth ( ~.-. £."' t; •'J o.., t,.J. ~• 'J 
This he~.ven is 

t he i?...il 0C:c t o ··t : ich Cl~~ist ascended. after his ~esu.rrection, Rom. 10,6; 

ancl :from •.v~-:. j_ch he will return ~.t !:is Parousia, 1 Thess. 1,10; 4,16; 

2 Thess . 1,7. Heaven is a:p1,1ointed as the f\1.ture he.citation of tl'!ose 

wno, r~ised from the dead and nos~essed of e~iritt al and ~lorified - - - -
oodies, E:hE=.11 become p~.rte.,-:ers of the l:e2venly ::in:; c.om, 2 C:or. 5,1; 

and the se~lvation a.\t'e.iting the believer s is said "to be le.id u-p for 

them J. "' he·- .. -en" .... ~ .. , Col. 1,5 • 

The phre.se 
~ , 

z-;. zrro u e-'"' ,,_ in Faul is tra.nsleted as 

~•heavenly :places", "hea.ver.ly reg ions", i .~. he 0 van i tsel:f', the abodes 

of God a nd the ar.~els, ~~h ■ 1,3.20; 2,6; 3,10. 

1,,1·on: the above Pauline representations the conceyti on of heaven 

as a r lPce, loca lity, as well as a state of blessedness is seemingly 

suggested. However, nothinB' more definite is reve:?.led than that Paul 

defines it a n the dwellin5-place of tte local presence of Christ's 

body and sot~.1 e.nd tha t it is the scene of the manif"estation of rr0d 's 
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8'lory anc. the future home of the righteous. This mtlch is certain that 

it cannot be determined from the 1Nri tin~s of Pe.\.,l that he ~ven is a 

place. 

!Jr. P i eper r ege.:rds the g_uesti on as unsolvable. He says (:>o ; matik 

III, 6~3): "Die · Br tliche Lat~e c!es !-!im:nels cl.er Selic en 1st eber.so·.•:er.ig 
,, -

zu bestimr!1.en v1i e ciie der !!olle. Wie das 1feu damne.tcrum da 1st, 

wo s i ch Gott in seiner ewi ~en Straf~erechtiskeit erzeigt, so ist das 

be a.t or um d.ort, v.ro s ich l}ott in auf5edeckter !!errlichkei t, 

. . . t" , zu scnauen ~1c • Dr. Strong 

bel i. eves t~Rt !:ea.ven is a. ple.ce. He 'I/rites (Syst. Theo. p.1032) 

i n a.r1s•;:er to the q_;..~.e s tion, "Is he~ven e. place 11 ?: "Vie answer that this 

is rrobab l e , f o :r t te :!"e~ son t hRt the ~re sence of Christ's human gody 

is e s s en t is.1 to h eaven, and that this body m"G.st be confined to ~lace. 

As t he new bodies of the sa ints a re confined to ~l ace, so it·~o~ld 

• seem, mt:.st be the boci y of t heir '}od". The i'a lla.cy in Dr. Strong 's 

"' · ... · · ~ - ' ~ ,, h d ' k i · i s ( L d •ri t e.rgmnen .; 1. s an ~ 1 c 1 ya , ea:. 1.11 JH •,,er .er s rema.r n n_ • e ~ a 

aet. Ch.170): "Beati, @:tti in u na. coeli extremite.te manstonem sue.m 

habent, ad a.lies in Rlter a extremi t a te ha.bi t2J1.tes raro ac tarde 

coma:eabunt propter maxima.in u.tric.sque distalltiam, ac si Christus in 

u.na coeli extr emi tate vcrsetur, reliq_uis beP.tis in altera l'arte op-
. . 

-posi t a. de.ger,ti bus su.avi ssimo tn:isitlS cons-pec·tu et colloq_uio ca.rend.um 

eri t, et quae sunt ilµ.ius ze/ler'lf alia, qua.e ex puerili illa de ccelo 

beatorum cogitatione colligi possunt". 
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V l • The ~"nd of the 'i!orld. 

The absolute consummation of the vrorld will be accomplished 

e.t the Second Ad.vent of Christ, after the Judgment, when Christ 

delivers U!) the kingdom to God the .!,c,ather, 1 Cor. 15,23-25; "But 

every man in his 01,·!n order: Ctrist the firstfru.its; afterward 

they that a!'e Ghrist' s a.t his coming. Then cometh the end, ,·:hen 

he shall he..ve delivered U:P the kinedom to God even the Father; 

when he shall have put dovm all rule and e.11 authority and power. 

For he must reign, till he he.th !)t'!.t all enemies under his feet". 

The nature of the final consumn~ation of the universe is not 

clearly and com!)rehensi vely expressed by the Al,lostle. J.r. conse­

quence, there he~s develo!;'ed e. diversity of opinion. Luther, Brenz, 

Altharri1r.er, Phi l. Hicolai, :~eyer, Phili:ppi, ~toeckhardt et 2.l. 

staunchly supported the view that Paul taught a tre.nsformation of 

existing matter at the Parousia of the Lord. They base their claims 

on Hom. 8,l~l- 23 and 1 uor. 7,3/. Luther remarks (St. L • .Xii, 729fJ: 

Es 1st sehr tros tlich ~eredet, d2.s Pau.lt1.s die ganze Crea.tur einzieht, 

~lei ch a.ls in e ine ~er s on, die mi t uns ein Verle.ngen he.ben, a.us 

dies em Leben in ei~ anderes zu kom.rnen. Das mil· ja gewis wissen, das 

wir noch n icht l eben , wie wir sollen, sondern vrarten eines e.ndern 

Lebens, das unser rechtes Leben sein soll; wie die Sonne eines e.ndern 

Schmuckes wart et den sie haben sell, se.mt der l!.'rde und allen e.ndern 
' 

Kreaturen, na.mlich, das sie gereinigt soll werden von e.llem r.:isbrauch 

des Teufels und der ·•uelt. JJieses a.ber, s:pricht er, wird geschehen, 

wenn die Kinder Gottes off en be.rt werden. Jetst auf Erden sind sie 

wohl schon uottes Kinder, aber sie sind noch nicht in ihrer Herrlich-

kei t, g lei chwie di 
8 

t>onne noch nicht in ihrer rcchten Herrlichkei t 1st, 
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darttm das sie der ~itelkeit ist unterworfen; aber sie will des indes 

erharren, ·:.·elches 1hr vorgestellt 1st, da 1hr Dienst einme.1 soll au:f'­

ho)·•en; darauf wart et sie samt der ganzen !'..reatur und allen Heiligen 

mit eitel ::;eufzen und bleibt unterdes unterwori'en der .t:itelkeit, das 

1st, d em 'l'et:.:f'el und der · bBsen V!el t, allein urn rJottes willen, der hat 

sie unteri•.,orfen, doch auf Hoffnune, das es nicht soll ewig wY.hren." 

Brenz says (Homil. 53. in Lucam): 11Num coelu.m et erra i ta transibunt, 

ut nihil eoru.m omnino ma.neat? liinime omnium. ?Yon transibt;.nt omnino, 

sed mu.tabuntur. Abiicient vestimentum corruptionis et induent novam 

vest em incorru1)tionis, futura quidem coeli ac terr2.e mutatio, ncn 

au tem in totum aboli tio. i.:eycr: "das Vergehen der welt ist das 

\/ erg eher1 ihren !''orm ( 1 Gor. 7, 31 J, durchwelches ihre Um\•.;andlung be-
, 

dit0t i st. Phi li1):pi: "Hicht der Jr'•~ o S , sondern nur das - ~ , t:r,t. Alf Jlt&-'. Z"o ii Ko t;M •~ ro IJ "to,,, v,ird vergehen, l cor. 7 ,31 ••• " 

On the other hand, Gerhard, ~~enstedt, Calov end the maJority 

of Lut:te r e.n theolocians, reject this viev: e.s t;.ntenable, and see in 

these passe ~es a possiblity of t~e doctrice of an~ihilation. 1n 

d i scussing Hom. 8,21, U-erhard very correctly points out that those 

who tea.ch a tre.nsfiguration on the basis of this pe.ssaee fail to 
~ 

place suffici ent stress upon the worn "~ervi t1.:c!.e". ( Jo IJ).. It. -< ) • 

The adherents of the theory of transformation arsue as though the 

Apo st le had s a i cl "\iha t the er as. t :: re- would be delivered fro:n the cor­

tu~ti on, while the expression of Fa~l plainly refers to the freedom 

f th · t d f th • · Ger·nard sa,~s: "Addi:.i~\;.S ror:i e servidn e o . e corrup"1on. ., 

apostol·.im nequaquam die ere, quod li beran~a sit creat~re. a corruptione, 

quae phrasis substantiali interi tui op:posi ta videri poterat, s.ed a 

servit-ute corruptionis, quae eiden: minime ad_versatur." The l.postle 

here personifies the creature who seeks. to be delivered from the servi­

tude of the corruption. And this freedom, ~rgu.es Gerhard, ce~ be ob-
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tained by an annihilation of the ,.c.rorld just 2.s well as by a trans-

formation of the uni verse. This trt; th may also be a.:9plied to the 

passa3 e 1 cor. 7,3. Hence it is evident that the real nat~re of the 

consummation of the world cannot be definitely esta.blis~rom the 

1rvri til'! ,t:S of !"Jaul, that the doctrine of ·trar.sformation isl\untenable, 

and tha t a strong possibility is s~sgested of a final annihilation 

of the uni ve1·se a t the !:>econd Advent of Christ. 
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