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- PAULLILNE ESCHATOLOGY -
A Dissertetion
submitted to the Faculty of
2 Concordia Seminery
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of
Master of Sacred Theolozy. 193¢
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Introductory.

The purpose of this inguiry is to present a brief
resume of Pauline kschatolozy in the narrow sense as it
is represented in the thirteen kvistles of Paul 2nd in
the discourses attributed to him in the 3Book of the Acts.

Since these Ekristles and discourses comrrehend the cardinsl

truths of eschatology, the velue of this inquiry is obvious.
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Feuline lischatology.

I. Second Advent'oi‘ Christ.

Ae Lvidence.

The fact of = second, final and triumphant sdvent of Christ %o
resurrect the dead, to Judge the quick end the dead end to bring to
en end this terrestrial world is clearly and firmly established by
the Apostle Paul. whe second advent of Christ is referred to in 1
Cor. 1,7: "So that ye come behind in no gift; weiting for the coming
(revelation) of our Lord Jesus Christ". £ Thess. 1,7:"When the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mizhty angels". 1 Cor.

15,83: "But evér:,r men in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after-

ward they that are Christ's at his coming". 1 Thess. 2,19: "are not
even ye in the presence of onr Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?"
1 Thess. 3,13: "To the end he may esteblish your hearts unblameadle

in holiness before God., even our Father, at the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ with all his saints". 1 Thess. 4,15: "we wrich are a-

live and remzin unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them

which sre esleep". 1 Thess. 5,25: "be preserved blemeless unto the

2 Thess. 2,1: "Iow we beseech you

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ".
Jesus Christ". 2 Thess. &,8: "and

orethern vy the coming of our Lord

shall destroy with the brightness of his coming". 1 Tim. 6,1%: "un=

2 mim. 1,10: "But is

til the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ".
2

now made manifest by the appearing of our Sevior Jesus Christ".
Tim. 4,1: w3 cnarze thee therefore before god and the Loré Jesus

Christ, who shsll judze the quick and the desd st his appearing”.
=z erown of righteous-

[

& Tim. 4,8: "Hencefortn there is laid up for me

ness, which the Lord the righteous judze, shall give at that day: and

not to me only, but unto sll them also that love nis appearing”.
glorious appearing

* Mtus 2,13: "Looking for that blessed hove and the
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of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ". 1 Thess.£,16: "For
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shouvt with the voice

of an archangel, and with the trump of God"., & Thess. 1,10: "Vhen he

shall come to be glorified in his saints"”.

-—-d
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B. Terns.

/’ 2 'd
The Apostle cuploys the terms 7k@ov ek , ETLYPAVELL ,
> ’ c ’
Ao /st A vpl§ =nd MM EL to designate the second coming of

Jesus Christe.

'77-'¢couﬂ‘l-'-< denoctes "coming", "advent", "arrivel", "presence".
It is never applied to the inecarnstion of Christ, snd could be ap-
rlied to His second coming only. Wicouﬁa occurs in 1 Cor. 15,23
1 Tthess. £,19; 3,13; 4,15; 5,23; 2 Thess. Z£,1.8.

’Eﬂ'c q-l;fs €A mezns "appeerance", "manifestation". 1t ean
distinguish between the "first sdvert" and the "second advent", the
past apresrsnce of Christ =nd His future gloricus menifestation. 1%
oceurs in Z Thess. £,8; 1 Tim. 6,14; £ Tim. 1,10; 2 Tim. 4,1.8; Titus
2,13,

’A To X -{,(ay'/ S is synonymous with ﬂ:teouftla( and meens "re-
velation". It presuproses the vreexistence of the lfessizh in hidden
form previous to his manifestation, either in hesven or on earth. Lt
wes adopted vy the Christiesns becsuse Christ hed beer withdrawn into
heaven and would be publicly demonstrated ss the Christ upon His re-
turn. )Aﬂp/?’,f,lyw,xj oceurs in 1 Cor. 1,7; 2 Thess. 1,7.8.

‘H,atle.Q is also. synonymous with deeo(/ftk . "Day", "the
day of the Lerd™, "that day", "the day of the Lord Jesus", while em-

Dloyed of the Furo lj(l"(,/,-,.( zenerelly, is mostly associated with the

Judgment, so 25 to become = syncnym for Jjudgment. Lt refersto the
last day, the dey in which Christ will return from heaven, tc raise

the dead, to hold the fincl judsment, and to comvlete the work of sal-

vation. The threse is found in Rom. £,5; Rom. 13,12; 1 Cor. 1,8; 3,13;

5,5; 2 Cor. 1,14; Phil. 1,6.10; 2,16; 1 Thess. 5,2.4; 2 Thess.l,10;

& Thess. 2,2; 2 Tim. 1,12.18; £,8.

TIEIANE 1]
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Ce Time.

Paul definitely taught that the time of the second coming of the
Lord wes uncertain and unknown. He never pretended a knowledge of a.'
divine reveletion respecting the time of the Perousia, bui contented
himself with saying, that it would come suddenly and unexpectedly.

1 Thess. 5,1-3 we read: "But of the times and seasons, brethern, ye
have no need that L write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of 'the Loré so cometh as a thief in the night. For when

they shall say, Feace and safety; then sudden destrvetion cometh up-

on them, as trsvaeil upon & women with child; end they shall not escape".
lany modern ccmmentators and theologisns, as Framee, weiss et.al.,

adopt the view that the apostle Feul by the use of mmecg  in Fhil.

1,6 and 1 Thess. 4,15 expectecd to be among those who should not die

before the Second Advent. This opinion is unteneble in the face of

the clear ané explicit teaching of the Apostle regardins this subject.
le. Paul in his inspired writings never taught thet the second

coming of Christ was to occur in his lifetime nor at any fixed time

vhatever. :

&. He remonstratedpthe Thessalonians for entertaining such an
expectation and for falsely asserting or intimeting thet he had taught
Such a doctrine. In his Second Epistle to the-Thessalonians Paul
only taught thet it was to be habitually desired, end, since it is
uncertain as to time, thet it sould always be regerded aminent.

3. The Apostle explicitly effirmed that the time was not only
uncertain, but that certain everts, still future, must previously oc-
eur, e.g. the apostasy eand the revelation of the Antichrist, & Thess.
2,1-1%.

4. In 2 Cor. 14,4: "Xnowing that he which raised up the Lord




5
Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shell present us with younr

Paul considers himself and his contemporsries es being smong those whom
God would raise from the dead through Christ; he did not, therefore,
expect himself to survive the Jjudgment of the world, although from other
vassages it might seem that he at lesst wished he migh'i:. A German theo-
logian has rightly said, "Paulus hatte nicht das inspirierte Wissen,

sondern die Christliche Hoffnung".
5. The earlier and commoner view of explaining this difficulty

has been that the apostle uses by a figure of speech, that which he
speaks communicatively and =2dopts what is called "enallage versonae",
:Woﬂ lfO:VWﬂJ' . The sense then is, those of us Christians who at
the advent shall be in life.

6. Eadie's explenstion is very satisfactory: "Paul distinguishes
two classes, the living and the deed, and he naturally puis hizself
among those to whom at the moment he belonged, and who &s the living
and surviving are contrasted with those who had fallen asleep and died.
FPor there will be a like distinction when the Savior comes; and to
deseribe the one class the spostle employs the present time and says:

'we who are slive and remain’." (Com. on Thess. p.156).
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D. Signs and Events Preceding.

l. The teaching of the Apostle Paul relative to the second com=-

ing of Christ had been misunderstood by some of the members of the
Church at Thessalonics. They had mede that misinterpreted doctrine
the excuse for idleness and disorderliness, and some were grieving
because their friends snd relatives had died and so had missed the
sight of this great event. Lln order to defend himself against the
charges made by his enemies, to correct the erroneous views of the
Thessalonians, to comfort the grief-stricken Caristisns, and to
meke clearer his teaching concerning the second coming of the Lord,
Paul in a masterful manner points out that the Second advent of
Christ would not occur until certain signs and events heralded its
aporoach. The sigzns and precursors of this event are the apocstasy
or & general falling away from the faith, end the revelation of the
man of sin. Seys Peul in 1 Tim. &,1-3: "Now the Spirit speaketh ex-
pressly, thet in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
ziving heed to seducing spirits and doctirines of devils; speaking
lies in hyprocrisy; hsving their conscience seared with a hot iron;
forbiddine to marry, end commendirg to abstain from meats which God
hath created 4o be received with thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth". And egain in 2 Tim. 3,1-53 "This know also,
that in the last deys verilous times shall come. Yor ren shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, prouvd, blasrhemers,
disobedient to perents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
tmee-breakers, felse aceusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of

those that are good, traitors, heady highminded, lovers of pleasures

more than lovers of God; heving a form of godliness, but denying the

in & ° . B
vower thereof: from such turn away"e. And principelly 1n < Thess 5

1-12: "Now we beseech you, bretlﬁ‘p’f;u;,
ng together unto him, that ye be not soon

by the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and by our gatheri
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shaken in mind, or be troubled, neith.er by spirit, nor by word, not
- by letter as from us, es that day of Christ is et hand. Let no man
deceive you by any menas: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revesled, the son
of perdition; who oproseth and exalteth himself ebove all that is
called God, or that is worshipred; so that he es 04 sitteth in the
Temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that,
when L was with you, L told you these thing? And mow ye know what
withholdeth that he might be reveeled in his time. For the mystery
of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, un-
til he be taken out of the way. Aand then shell that Wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of his comings kver him whose com-
ing is after the working of Ssten with 2ll power and signs end lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of vnrighteousness in them that
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, thet they
might be saved. and for this ceuse God shall send them strong de-
luéion, thet they should believe a lie: That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”
'the above passage, 2 thess. &, 3-10, in which Faul presents the
doctrine of the antichrist es an event anticivating and preceding the
Second Advent, is certainly one of the most extreordinery vortions

of the New Testement. However, great obscurity ijs involved in this

rassage and endlessly diverse explanations have been given to the words

of the apostle. .n an effort to clear up this obscurity, we shall

first make a careful examination of the whole Dessage, and then enumer=-

ave developed from the time of

ate the various interpretations thet h
apd finally, list a cetalogte of the

the fathers to the present day,

numerous interpreterse.
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Ao We find thet Pavl teaches in 2 Thess. &, 3-10 the following

points:

le That the adversary (Antichrist) of which Faul svesks, and
vhich is antichrist by preeminence, has his apocalypse or revelation
("he shall be revezled" v.3.6.8). Antichrist is not a mere principle.

&. Thet this revelation of the "man of sin" will not teke
Dlace "except the fslling awasy come first " (ve3). Great apostasies
from wod have occurred; but here is painted the greatest of. ell
apostasies, without persllel end withouvt equal - "the apostecy“, "the
falling away®.

9. Tnat the revelation of "the lawless one"™ will not take
Dlace until a certain obstecle to his coming is removed (v.6-8). There
is a definite obstacle in the way - “there is one that restraineth
now, until he be tzken out of the way. 4nd then shall be revezled the
lawless one". What this restraining influence is, vhether it is the
restraining power of political government or the influence of human
law, or the Gosvel, is not determined by the apostle.

4. Thet one of the marked cheracteristics of this "men of
sin" is open opposition to God and religion (v.4). In him sin end

enmity to God reach their highest point. He is an opposer of God, and
of all that is the object of reverence in the world.

5. That this "lawless one" lays claim to the incommnicable

attributes of Sod, "so that he sitteth in the sanctuary of God, setting

himself forth =s God". (v.4)
6. That this sdversary is noted for his iniguity, sin and

lawlessness. FEe is the "men of sin", "the son- of verdition". The

verdition which he brings is the most fearful, even the eternal ruin
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of souls, and the perdition he suffers is to be of the most swuful
kingo

7. That he shall come "with 2ll power and signs and wonders

of falsehood” (v.9). As Christ came with the power of truth, and with

miraculous signs and wonders of truth, so the antichrist will come
with the vower end signs and wonders of falsehood.

8. That "his coming is according to the working of Satan".
As Christ has His avpvearing, so antichrist has his appearing, as the
coming of Christ is accoréing to the working or energy of God, so the
coming of antichrist is according to the working or energy of Satan.

9. That "This mystery of lawlessness" was a mystery, un-
known at the time, which would mature in the gigantic power of evil
which is here depicted and was alreedy at work at the time that Paul
was writing (v.7).

10. That this mysterious adversery is unmistakebly a person
or a series of persons,"series et successio hominum", that is the—seme,
this mystery of lawlessness will culminate in 2 personal antichrist.
("the man of sin% "the son of perdition", "the lawlessness one")

11. Thet the & wnfall of this adversary will occur at the
second coming of Christ - "for the Lord Jesus shell slay the lawless

one with the bresth of His mouth, and bring to naught by the menifesta=

tion of His coming" (v.8).
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B. Various conjectures as to the "man of 5in", and "tha$ which
withholdeth" heve been provounded by the theologians from the time
of the apostolic period to the present day. Farrar has classified
them all under three heads: 1. The neerly contemporary, 2. The dis-
tantly prophetic, 3. The subjectively general. And in each of
these classes the suggested antitypes are either (a) general and im-
personal, or (u) individual and special.

l. The first opinion (adopted) will, of course, depend
greatly on the extent to which the destruction of Judaism in the
overthrow of Jerusalem can be reZarded as "e coming of the Lord".
Thos¢ who, in accordance with most of the definite temporal vro-
phecies of Serivpture, think that St. Paul must have been alluding
to something "nearly contemporary" - something which already loomed
af the horizon, and therefore to something which would have & direct
bearing on the lives of contemrorary Christians, explein the apostesy
and the man of sin to represent, (a) generally, the Fharisees or
Judaism, or Gnosticism, or the Zrowth of heresy; or (b} individually,
Nero, or some Roman Emperor, Simon I.-iag,ﬁgf or Simon the son of Gioras;
end they see "the check", "the restrainer" generelly in the Roman
Empire, or the Jewish Law, or spiritual gifts (Chrysostom), or the
time appointed oy 7od (Theodoret: S ey Veav g{’.o.s ); or individually
in some Emperor (e.g. gls.udius=qui cloudit= & Hd‘l't’kll- ), or Femes
the Just (Wieseler Chron. 268-273), or in St. Faul himself.

;‘2.. Those who have taken the viistantly prophetical" view
of the pessage explain the qpostesy of the lian of S5in to be (a) gen-
erally, the Papacy, or the Reformation, or Ratiorelism, or semething
as yet undeveloped; or (b) indivigually, lahomet, or Iuther, or

Napoleon, .or some future personal Antichrist; while they see "the

check" either, as above, in the Romen Empire, or in the German Emoire,
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or, more generally still, in the fabric of human polity, the Gospel.

3. Finally those who take en entirely broad a2nd subjective
view of the péssage see in it only 2 vecue forecast of that which
finds its fulfillment in all christians, and, indeed in all secuvlar
history, of the counter working of two opposing forees, sood and evil,
Christ and Antichrist, the Jetser tobhy and the Jetser-ha-ra, e law-

less violence and a restraining power.
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C. Catalogue of interpreters.

l. The early church Fathers regarded this vessage 2s a
Provhecy of the future, as yet unfulfilled when they wrote. They
all regard the adverszry here described 23 an indifidval verson, the
Incernation ana concentration of sin. The following citations will
bear out this assertion:
s« lrenseus, adv. haer. V.25.1, Dp.322; agein iv.3, p.
323; Agein, iv. 50,4, p.330.
b. Tertullien, de Resurr. c 24, vol.2, p.829
¢. Justin artyr, dial? cum. Tyrph. C110, p.203.
d. Origen, contra Celsum. Vi. £5f. Vol. 1,p.667f.
€. Chrysostom in loco.
f. Cyril of Jerusalem, Cetech. XV. 12, p.229
ge iuzustine, de civ. Dei. XX. 19,4, Vol.V1l p.587
h. Jeroume, Epist. CXXl., ad Algasiam, Ju.lI, Vol.l.p.887&
Ze Until the days of George Calixt and our modern theolozgy,
Protestent theologians were almost a unit in recognizing the antichrist
?:the Roman Papscy. This view is held by Bugerhege:r, Zwingli, Calvin,
Luther, l'elanchton, Bucer, Beza, Bullinger etc. Craumer, Ridley, Latimer,
Jewell, Hooper, Hooker ete., Osiander, Baldwin, Aretius, Erasm.eSchmid,/
Calixtus, Celovivs, Wewton, Wolf, Joachim - Ienge, furretin, 3enson,
engel, Macknizht, Zechariel, Iichaelis, eté.
3. The symboliezl books of the Lutheran Church refer the

intichrgst + he p iererchy. Ve read in the Smsleald Articles:
st to the papal hiers y

"It is menifest that the Roman vontiffs, with their adherfyts, deferd
Sodless doctrines and mofless services. And the marks of Anticarist
Plainly 23ree with the kingdom of the pove and his adherents. Tor

Paul (2 Thess. £,3) in deseribing to the Thessalonians Antichrist called
him en sdversary of Christ's who oproseth and exalteth himself above

all that is called Gtod, is worsnipped, so that he as God, sitteth in

the temple of God! wHe spezks, therefore, of one ruling in the Church,

B R R R R R RRRRRRRRRRImpDD— s
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not of heathen kings, and he calls this one the adversay of Christ,
because he will devise doetrines conflictihg with the Gospel end will
assume to himself divine authority. I:ioréover, it is manifest, in
the first Place, that the pope rules in the Church and by the pre-
text of gcelesiastical authority and of the ministry has estahlished_
for himself this kinsdom. MFor, he assigns as e pretext these words,
"I will give to thee the keys". Secondly, the doctrine of thepope
confliets in many .Ways with the Josvel, and the pope assumesto him-
self authority in a threefold manner: First, because he takes to
hinself the risht fo change the doctrine of Christ end services in-
stituted by Christ, and ‘wis‘nes nis own doctrine and his own services
to be observed =s divine. Secondly, because he takes to himself not
only the power of binding and loosing in this life, but also. the
right concerring souls after this life. Thirdly, because the pope
does not wish to be judged by the church or by enyone, and prefers his
on authority to the decision of covneils and the entire church. But
to be unwilling to be judged by the church or by enyone is to make
oneself God. ILastly these errors so horrivle, and this impiety, he
defends with %he greatest cruelty and puts to death those dissenting.
This being the case, all Christians ought to beware of becoming var-
tekers of the godless doctrine, blasphemers and the unjust cruelties
of the pope. On this account they ought yo desert and desecrate the
Pope with all his adherents, as the kingdom of Antichrist, Jjust as
And Feul

Christ commanded It. 7,15. "Bewzre of false propnets”!

commends that godless teachers should be avoided end execrated as

cuirsed (52l. 1,8; Tit.3,10). And he says, 2 Cor. 6,14"Be ye not un-

equelly yoked together with unbelievers; for what cormunion hath

lizht with darkress" (Conc. Trigl. p.515f).
- ™ 1
4. Tcther's ovn writings affirm this view. e says: "See

) oy -gpomination
for yourself whether the Pope is not the greatest arch-abem

r o
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of 211 abominations, whom Christ znd Daniel have in mind, 2nd the
true antichrist, of whom it is written that he sitteth. in the temple
of God, in the midst of the veorle where the neme of Christ is supreme
and wherg his kingdom, Spirit, Baptisfn, flord end fzith ought to be
found, because he, by his pratting sbout spiritual rights, interferss
with the office and kinzdom of Christ, wants to rule over the con-
Sciences, and govern with his vrecevts and workd. And he may prorer-
ly be called "en ahomination of desolation", his cornstent occuretion
Yeing to destroy and lay waste everything even 2s hes been szid: Christ
end my works (those of the Pope) cennot abide together; if the one
stends; the other mus% be subverted snd destroyed, the consequence
teing thet the Tore nes made desolate the kingdom of Christ, as fer
as his diocese reaches, and all his henchmen have denied Christ....
13 not this exzltins znd honoring antichrist above God, so that any
°ne speeking or édoing anything ageinst this prinecivle, if he felis

into their hands must imnedirtely die? L certeirly think that the

ebomination hegs been sﬁfi'iciently pictured and set forth" (Iuther 11,

1877.1878 - wrenslation by Dr. T. Kretzmenn, in "Populer Commentary

of the Bible. N. T. Vol. &, D+365). |
5., Boier defines Antichrist: "as a series and complexity

of a number of men, who succeed esch other in the seme kind of wicked-

ness, arrosate to themselves a pectliesr rle in the Church of Christ,

and an 2lmost divine rower, have their seat vrireivally in the city

of Rome, irtroduce variors corruptior;é of the doetrine and publiec
worship of Christians, end provogete them by fraud and much violence
and also by versecutinz the confessors of the true faith - all of
vhaieh they do in such a way that their impiety is at least made oublic
and manifest and rerpoved, snd 2t the coming of Curist to Judzment,

this antichrist is to be abolished".
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6. Estius and other Romen Catn-lie writers intervret the

.cﬂ.rt.w"c.L of "the defection from the Romisk Church snd the Fope",
and understend by antichrist the "hereties", exvecielly "Luther and
the Frotestant Church".
7. The Greek Chvrch took lLiohemmed to te the Antichrist in-
2 P4
- R ITo T VeI
tended by St. Pavdk, and the /Tt }w-\ to revresent the felling M,_
o
== of meny Orientel ané Sreek Cavrches to isldmism.
8. The theory of Grotius is that Celigrle was the Antichrist,
procounsul Vitelliuvs beings the o KJTSZNY , cnd Simon lagus the

c

o dYome § »

9. Wettstein finds antichrist ir Titus =2nd the restraining
rower is in that cese ¥ero whose death was necessary for the relign
of PTitus.

10. D8llinzer holds that the youthful Kero is Antichrist,

-,.'}

'd
w c
, and Clavdius hi s fw .

ll. Yern, Bauer end Hilrenfeld et alii sssume that the Anfi-

he great rersecutor who would return from the kest

- ]

christ is ero

ct
!-J

3
ané from the deszd, and with the help of Saten put up an anti-caristien
kingdom. The "restrainer" is regerded by them as the Roman Emperors,
€+3. Yespasian.

12. ‘tizrizna found antichrist in Nero, Bossuet in bioletian
end in Jullien, end lesurice discovers hiz in the kExveror vitellius.
Woack Finds the men of sin snd the restraining power alike in Simon
Yosus and his"Treiben". Feber saw antichrist in Narcleon.

3 s hal o L. 4 s 4 nn
thitby teokes the "Jewish reorle" for antickhrisv, anm

e

|

|.—I

away of the Jewish corverts to

(-

finds in the apostacy the fallin3z
» - ll'
their old Judaism. Hi I(vl‘l‘:,twr ‘is "mzperor Claudius
14. Scubttsen tekxes antil cp'r-'lst to be the Tharilsees, nabbcs,
L -a 2y ods

the rebellion cgeinst Home;
and doctors of the law; the -tTToo"N.a'LJ. , the rebell g

_
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the (aTeX oy , the "Caristiant’
18. LeClerc holds a similar view to that of Schgttgen. He
regards the man of sin to be the rebel Jews, and especially their leader
Simon, son of Giora; the restreining ctower to be the kmperor; zné the
:ﬂ'od-tdf‘" to be the rebellion o the Jewish reorple ezeinst th
yoke of Home.
16. NYsselt and Yrause understend by snticarist the Jewish
4ealots and by the /(o('t‘zf}_’ov Clauvdius.
17. Hamumond mekes the mznr of sin tcv. be Simon lazus and the
7 W c 27
Gnostiecs whose head he was; the WNeolT EfRv  Dbeing the o dYoxos ;
and the Z0 A’dri’)/or the union existing tetween the Caristians end
the Jews.
l8. Farrar does nct form 2 definite concervtion of the
meaning of St. Paul] althovgh he leans to the opinion that Tavl hed
Judaism in mind =s the Ansiehrist =nd the Roumen f‘mreror as the "resttzin-
ert,
_ 19. ‘eiss meies the Qrostesy en unbelieving Christ, appos-
ing Judai gm; and "the man of =in", or psevdo-llesziah, the hero of the
Jewish revolution which ended ir the destruction of Jervsslem.
:

5 Tero, rot shy

20. Sabatier: "Antichrist, therefore, is no

other Roman Em-eror; he is the represertaiive of the Jewish revolutich,

"

which was slresdy at work. The vower that redresses it and yrevents

- 4 mrient wrich ma2in-
its eutburst, the Nt el wy , 1s the Roman Government which maln

tains order" {The Avostle Taul,p. )

] o} ) 2 A - 1 $ ol
£l. Alford &oes not establish the identity of the Antichrist

’
but regards it as still future. e understands by the W rTsXov
r' L) 1 -y
and oL s Kwy , the one the zeneral hindrarce, the other the Terson

. 1 v 3 "
in whom that hinérance is summed up, 0 be the "fabric of human polity

and "those who rule that polity".
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To z2ll these opinions, with the exception of such thet interrret

¢

the Antichrist to be the Popery, sathrered up into the verson of the

Pore, there 2re insurerable objections, and each of them is set with

specicl difficulties. lione of them reslizes to the full or exhsusts

the rrophetic delineation, vvt each comes zreatly short of it. Some

featurés of it may epreer in them, but not in comrlecte comdbination.

Idne of them Forms e vrortreit of wihich th eCiction might be teken
es a faithfuvl descrirntion. TFeither Calizula, nor ¥ero, nor a2ny emrer-
or, nor Simon izsus reelizes the epithet - the lan of .Sin, the Adver-
sary, the Lewless one desplacing %od in His orn Temple and claiming
the homz—-e due tc Him, end beguiling the world "with lying wonders

S
end 211 deceivebleness of unrizhteousness". The ferocity and senuvality

of those emnerors =nd the imrosture of Simon, whatever in short stood
out in cherseterizing rrominence in their lives, could rot be deserio-

hese clauses. The resemblance is very fzint snd frazmentary

ond the interrretation is only suesswork. The other conjectures as to
€ 1lneexrrrevastion 1Y &
>’
the Jews, their Rabbis, their zezlots, their rriests or political

ndividval ané

e

leaders, sre as improbable, for the llan of 3in is ar

% /
not a comvany (or suc.essiorg of wild end wicked men. ZLastly, the TTdCovfia

vetion of the Jewish eanitel, for, as the cereral

Q
o
=
L2 ]
(o]
chk
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o
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chk
=
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useze of the Hew Testezment,indicates, and as these, Pavl's Epistles,
unrmistaksbvly vrove; $e the term denotes the second and rersonzl com-

ing of the Lord Jesuse.

"he Tuthersan Church holds, and correctly so, that all the

cheracteristics menticned by the apostle raul are plainly
s : D) o - o
the Pzpal hierarchy, the head of wnicn 1S the cccuvrant of the Faral

cheir, .the Popes 1t firmly believes that the Tepacy will go on bring-

i 3 nerecter, ti =st the
inx out more snd more its antichristian character, £ill at 1

Metpo v en will overtake end destroy it. It regerds the

_ .
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FreTTaliaas the falling away from the pure evangzelical doetrine |
to the trsditions of men. The 'singular o v '}C wilos t‘;J ‘;“"Cr"‘;f
is taken collectively, to signify a "series et sueccessio h@gégpm", ?
inasmuch as it is a system which remeins the seme, although its in-
dividual heed may change. The godlessness of Antichrist descr?bea in
verse four is Jjustified historically by the Tove setting himself above
21l authority, divine and human. The Vdo‘; tov Seov is held

to be the Christian Church. 3y Teé I(lftf’,(bl' y "the restraining

power "is understood the Romen Emvire, sznd by (dg l(.cts'[wv

the Roman Emperor and history reveals the fact that out of the ruins

of that Empire the Tapacy rose. The declarstion, Z‘ﬂ\,ot.uft?/e“v..;'&.’
Evted»ﬁ: tde t-;\f ;YOAJ&J is justified by the fact, that the "semina
erroris et smbitionis" which vaved the way for the vapecyp were al-
ready a2t work a2t the Apostle's time. For a catalogue of the t‘a’e«ﬂ.
WCUIJOVS vers. 9. rich materiszl wes found in relics, transsubstantia-
tion, purzatory etc. The annihilation of Antichrist by the 77y Uses -
Tov J\U;catZ‘oJ" of the Lord, has been understood of the bresk-
ing down of his power in the syirits of men by the openinz and dis-
persion of %the word of God in its purity by means of the Reformation;

and the N.ltde/.,;fgg z'.i" e ?xyg"‘. z'y"s ﬁugobrc'atJ TV

é &
of the final end materisl annihilstion of Antichrist by the coming of

the Lord Himself.
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2. Conversion of the Jews.

Many scholars entertzin the erroneous opinion that afinal and

general conversion of the Jews will prelude the seconéd zdvent of
Christ. <The arguments underlying this view ere based nrincipally

upon Rome. 11,26-29 a2nd 2 Cor. 3,15.16. A correct interpretation of

the meaning of the Apostle shows that Paul did not teach a genersl
conversion of the Jews to christianity before the Parousia as some

are prone to think. Hollaz beings out this pvoint very clearly:
"Although access to repentance end faith in Christ has not been de-
barred the Jews by an absolute decreécof God, and many of them, in

the course of time from the avostolie ers downward, have returned

into favor with God, yet their universal, or their certainly mani-

fest end solemn conversion zbout the time of the end of theworld,

is not to be erpected?" The passage, Rom. 11,25.26, which seems

most distinetly to teach such a gseneral conversion is thus?explained

by Hollaz: "(a) The vrovosition of Paul is universsl, not absoluiely,
but with limitetion. The limitation exists in this very cpapter il
Ve2; likewise v.5; 2lso v.23. Yherefore, with the limitatign added,
the meening is: "All israel that God foreknew would believe in Christ
will be saved"; or, "All Lsrael elect unto eternal life will be saved";
or, "All the lsraelites wﬁo éo not remain in unbelief will be saved"”.
But it is not lawful to cornclude Ffrom this "the whole nation of lLsreel-
ites, or the greater part of the Jews will be saved", since it is
evident thet the faith does not belong to all, nor the election to
many; the particle :{X@-‘S :q_f until as far as, does not always
denote the ceasing from or end of anything, but frequently in affirma=-
tive provositions, a continuation so as to be equipollent with "always".
Wherefore the mind of the Apostle is: As long as the conversion of the

tentiles and their entrasnce ¥nto the Church will continue, SO long will

Jews be successively converted. But the conversion of Gentiles will

_
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continue during the entire time of the New Testament; therefore so

| also the conversion of the Jews".
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9. Fullness of the Gentiles.

Some theologians maintain, on the basis of Rom. 11,22-25, that
Paul teaches a universal conversion of the Gentiles antecedent to the
conversion of iLsrael. This belief is untenable in the face of sound
exegesis. The true meaning of fulness (pleroma) in this connection
is, that by which a thing is filled, the complement, the full number
of the Gentiles. The Gospel is to be preached unto all nations, and,
on the one hand, Gentiles shall continue to be saved, but on the
other hend, evil shall also increase until its development into the
Antichrist (2 Thess. £,3-10). The meaning is, that when the full num-
ber of the Centiles has been converted, the full monbet $hose ‘Ehat

have been predestinated to be saved, then shall all spirituel lsrael

be saved.
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K. The lanner.

The teaching of Paul regarding the manner of Uhrist's second
coming is clearly set forth in 1 Thess. 4,16. "For the Lord him-
slef shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trump of God". The Apostle taught the
Thessalonians to look for a visible, literal, and personal second
advent of Christ (1 Thess. 4,16: 2 Thess. 1,7), that he comes’'down
from heaven (1 Thess. 1510; cf. 4,16: KaTeBylslet
AT o;euro? ); and in 1 Thess. 4,17 it is assumed that
Christ comes down in the clouds of heaven. He descends f.rom heaven
in divine szlory (£ Thess.l,9.10), accomvanied by the angels who are
the executors of his commands (2 Thess. 7). According to 1 Thess.
4,16 the return takes vlece upon a word of command given by God,
while an archanzel calls together the angels to form the retinue of
Christ, and the trump 6f God announces to the whole world the coming
of thegreat dey of the Lord, the psrousia, the jiTo/(ﬂ‘?”V'f Zov
/(uet’“’ 'fy oV (2 Thess. 1,7). The descrivption whkich Faul gives

of the return of Christ is plairly based upon thrist's discourse con-

cerning His coming (1 Thess. 4,15).
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F. The Furposé.

The purprose of Christ's coming is to accomplish the resvrrection
' of the dead, the transformation of the living, the final judsment and
the consummation of all things, (1 Thess. 4,13-17; 1 Cor. 15,50-52;
Phil. 5,20.21; 2 Tim. 4,1; 2 Tim. 4,8; 1 Cor. 3,12-15; £ Cor. 5,10
et al.)
The gpostle Paul does not teach that Christ will establish e
millennial kingdom a2t His parousia.

le. 1t is inconsistent with what he teaches 2s to the nature
of Christ's kingdém, ee3e: &) that it is not of this world bpfépiritual,
Hom. 14, 17; b) that the blessings of the kingdom are purely spiritual
as vardon, sanctification ete. 1 Col. 1,13.14 et.al.

2. That the second advent occurs simultaneously with the
resurrection of all men good and bed, and the transformetion of the
living 1 Cor. 15,83; 1 Thess. £,16.17.

3. The sccond advent is not to occur until the simultaneous
jud zment of 11 men, the good and bad together, ﬁém. 2,15.16; 1 Cor.3,
12-15; 2 cor. 5,9-11; 2 Thess. 1,6-10.

A. 1% is inconsistent with 2 Thess. 1,6-10 vhich rerresents
the wicked as vunisned or destroyed at the coming of Christ.

5. Paul taught the Christiens to expect the seconé advent
of Christ at eny hour, hence no postmillennium, Rom. 13,11.12; L Thess.
5,1.2.

6. Mo such period of Christian supremacy will vrect the

Parousis, 2 Mess. 2,3-10; 2 Tim. 3,1-8.13. The religlous condition
of menkind will not be generally and greatly improved until Christ

‘returns and esteblishe® a new order of things. The elect will indeed

be saved, but they will always be a feeble minoritye.
Advent is to be attended with the genersl con=-

15,23-25; 1 Cor. 7,31

7. The Second
summation of all things, Hom. 8,19-23; 1 Core.

et.at.
R R R R RRRRERRERRRRSRERRRBEBSSRBRBERREESSEwEEEEEED—
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Note: The conception of a millennium is not found in any of the
k orthodox creeds and, of course, it has no plece in the Augsburg Gon-
b fession. Not only has it no place there, but it is unquestionably
eqndemned by that noble confession. Hear Article XVII: "It is also
taught that on the last day our Lord Jesus Christ will come to judsze

all the dead, to give unto the believing and elect eternal life and

endless joys; and that He will condemn impious men and devils to
hell 2nd everlasting punishmentesecececes« Here, in like menner, cer-
taein Jewish doctrines are condemned, which are circulsted even now,
that oprior to the resurrection of the dead, the holy 2nd pious alone

will occupy a2 temvoreal kinsdom end that 2ll the wicked will be exter-

minated".
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G. The Use of This Doctrine.

According to Paul, the doctrine of the second coming of Christ
should have this moral effect vpon the Christians, that they ought
thereby to be comforted when in sorrow and always stimulzted to duty,
Phil. 5,20; Col. 5,4.5; 1 Thess. 4£,14-28. .1t is their duty also to
love, watch, wait for and hesten vnto the cominz of the Lord, 1 Cor.
1,7.8; Phil. 3,20; 1 Thess. 1,9.10; 2 Tim. £,8.

The ungodly, the unbeliever, on the other hand, should be filled

with fearful spprehensions, znd with gll diligence they should seek

after the Lord in true repentance snd fezith, 2 Thess. 1,7-10.
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1ll. Resurrection.
A. Evidence.

The Peuline doctrine respecting the genersl resurrection of the
dead at the Parousia of Christ can be definitely established. 2L re-
ference to the »rincipal passages bearing uvon this subject in the
Panline Epistles, direct affirmation of the fact elsewhere, znd ar-
sumentative and illustrastive statements concerning the resurrection
of the dead, will bear this out.

l. The principal texts of Faul which relate to this subject
are: Rom. 8,11.22.23; 1 Cor. 15; Phil. 3,20-21; 1 Thess. &£,13-17;

l Cor. 6,14; 2 Cor. 5,4; 2 Cor. 4,14.

e A direct affirmetion or rrediction of the fzet is the
testimony of Taul before Yelix: "But this L confess unto thee, that
after the way whieh they call heresy, so worshipy 1L the God of my
fethers, believing 21l things which are written in the lew and in
the provhets: And have hove toward God, which they themselves also
allow, %that %here shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and uvnjust" (Acts 24, 14.15).

3. The Apostle bazses his doctrine of the resurrection uron
that of Christ (1 Cor. 15,1£.13.20-23; 1 Thess. 4,1%; £ Cor. £,14;
l Cor. 6,14). The resurrection from the decd ceme first by one man,
as death c:me by one (1 Cor. 15,21); for it is shown by the faet of
Christ's resurrection that there is a resurrection of the dead in
seneral (v.l£). Ee is the first fruits of them that sleep (ve£0.23}
comp. Col. 1,18; Acts £6,23) who are raised; ané their death is only
thereby exhibited as an intermediste state. The seme elmishty vower
with wrich God hes reised Christ will raise us also (1 Cor. 6,1%;

2 Cor. 2,14; comp. 1 Thess. 4,14; Kph. 1,19.20). 3ut the ground of

cur living fellowship with Christ.

this hope lies more rrecisely in

As in lving fellowship with Adam 211 die, so shall all who stand in
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living fellowship with Christ be meée alive, t.e. from the cornection
with v.2l, be raised (1 Cor. 15,22); for, in order to have comvlete
fellowship with the Risen One, =2s the prosvect is rresented %o be-
lievers in the Bpistles to the "hessalonians, they, 4oo must be raised.
Therefore, Paul arguves that if it is acknowledgsed that Christ rose

from the dead, there can be no reason to deny or think it impossible
thet there should be e general resuvrrection of all men (1 Cor. 15,122f).

4. The possibility of the resurrection of the dead is il-

3

lustrated by Taul, in opposition to those who regarded it as impossidle,

1 2

1 Cor. 15, 35f, by eompering it with events of comzon occurance in the

netural world. "How it it vossible,it wes zsked,that the dead snould

be raised?" He replies, “The grain of corh cast into the ground can-
[] ot ] L] , } ' Y,

not rise ( :fw oMot £¢L 1"-“) until it die (.t 7o oWA,J )", This

grrears unintelligible; and we should regard it as imrossible, if we

g@id not see it actuzlly accomrlished. ¥hy then should nct God bde able

to raise men, =nd from their vresent bodies rroduce others®. This is

a2 fine comrsrison to illustrate the vossipility of this event.
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B. Terms.
o
1t is needless to collect further evicent that Pauvl teaches thet
the dead zre to be raised, yet a few statements in resvect to the words
employed by the Avostle Paunl to denote this great chengze will not be

without interest to those who read this investigation.

The verb :&r:ftq,ut occurs three times in Paul, being used
once of the resurrection of Christ (Rom. 14,9) and twice of the resur-
rection on the last day (Eph. 5,14; 1 Thess. 4£,16). The ncun ;Vd'ftdﬂJ

derived from this verb, occurs nine times, three times of the re-
surrecticn of Christ (Rom. 1,4; 6,5; Thil. 3,10), and six times of the
final resurrcction (Aets 17,18; icts 17,32; Rom. 1,4; Phil.3,11;

2 Tim. £,18, 1 Cor. 15,12). 4all told the resurrcction is spoken of
twelve times by weans of the verb *Vv "rr‘]ﬂ"- and its correspond-
ing novn. The ve:rb is transitive in the present, first aorist and
future zciive forms, mesning "to set up", "to raise up”, "to mez.ke
stend up"; while it is intransitive ir the perfect, rluperfect, and
seoond zorist forms, znd in the middle voice, meaning, "to rise".
Undouvbtelly <he literal.force of these words voints to _the "raising
up", or the "rising'up", of some one from a prostrate vosition, and

so it susgests a change in the body rather then in the spirit, or at
least a chanse by which the spirit is reembodied for life eand action.
A Velld"td- ﬂ';,_s' is used in Serinture to desisnate the future general

by the vower of nod, of the bodies of 211 men from the sleep

raising,
of deathe. :

The second verd 1is zjit ew whieh oceurs twenty-one times
d fourteen of Christ's resurrection

r. 4,14;

in Paul's writings, being uvse
(Rom. 4,25; 6,4.9; 7,4; 1 Cor. 6,1%; 15,4..12.16.20; 2 Co

3 Fed
Gal. 1,1; ¥vh. 1,20; Col. £2,12; 1 Thess. 1,10), and seven times O
, 143 15,16.29.32; & Core 1,93 4,145

fthe final resurrection (1 Cor. 6
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Col. 2,12). The primary and literal meaning of the verb is "to awasken",

es from sleep, end thep in the kpistles to "raise from the dead".
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C. Time.

The resurrection of the dead will not take place until the second
advent of Christ, the transformstion of the living, the general judig-
ment and the end of the world. 1n 1 Cor. 15, 22-28, the resurrection
is placed in obvious connection with the Parousia, after which the end
of the worlé will come. And in 1 Thess. 4,15 it is said that those
who survive the Seconé iAdvent will not enter uron eternal bliss any
sooner or later then the KNoemay Ay TE( ; but that the dead and
living will meet Christ at the same-time, that they may be forever
with him. (For further details reiative to the time of the resur-

rection see Part i,C).
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D. Subjects.
Paul exrlicitly teaches a universal resurrection. All the dead

will be raised, without respect to 2ge, rank or moral cheracter in

this world. This fact is evident from 1 Cor. 15,22: "For as in adam
ell die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive™. 4as Paul speaks
mainly of the resurrection of believers, of those who are Christ's

(1 Cor. 15,23), who have fallen asleep in Jesus (1 Thess. 4,14): some
heve maintained that he krows nothing of the resurrection of unbe-
lievers. Bui ﬁpaul distinetly specks of the judgment which shall over-
teke the world, =znd we frequently find the judsment of the ungzodly as-
socizted with the redemption of ti.c pious, by wey of contrast, ¢2 Thess.
1,6-10; Rom. £,5-12.16; £ Cor. 5, 10; Gal. 6,7.8). This judgment
naturall& presurposes a universal resvrrection, incluvding the ungodly;
and althouszh Paul only once makes express mention of the resurrection
of the ungodly; still his testimony‘is very explicit and clear. The
passezze in 1 Cor. 15,20-23 does rnot exclude the fact that Christ will
raise the bodies of the unvelievers. Certezinly no one shall be inasde
alive except by Christ and His power, but this will harpen to all;
Meyer, in his note on 1 Cor. 15,2Z, puts this very clearly: "Christ,
when he spresrs in His zlory, is not siaply the Giver of life for

his believine veople, but His life-giving vorer extends also to the
other side, i.e. to the unbelievers who must experience the necessary
opposite of the completed redemprtion; these he awaxes to the resur-
rection of cordemnsztion. Taul thus agrees with John 5,28.29;

Matt. 10,28; end thus his declaration in rcis £4,15, finds its con-
firmetion in our text. "The same slmighty vower thet raised Christ
will reise all men (1 Cor. &,14), that each one msy receive the things
done in the body, according to what he heth dore, whether it be good
or bad (£ Cor. 5,10), "for we shall all stand before the judgment=seat

of yod (Rom. 14,10-12).

£ — . B an—p——
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k. Nature of the KResurrection-body.

in touching upon the neture of the resurrection-body, Faul
aversrin the most proflounced menner that the seme bodies are %o be
raised which were deposited in the sraves. He designetes the resur-
rected bodies as, 1) "our body", Thil. 3,21; &) "this corruptible”,

1l ¢or. 15,53,54; 3) "they who =2re asleer”, 1 Thess. 4,13-17:

4) "your bodies are the membersSof Christ", 1 Cor. 6,15. Also

Rom. 8,11; £ Cor. 5,43 However, these bodies will be clothed with

new and spirituval qualities, subject to neither time nor space

(1 Cor. 15,42). "he body which will be faised agein will be spirituval,
not as to its substance but as to its gqualities and endowments.

The differernce in the nature of the heavenly bodies and the
earthliy bodies is very fully expressed by the Apcstie in 1 Cor. 15,35ff:
1) He tzkes a comparison from e grain of wheat, from which 2n entirely
new body is develoved, whcse form and rroperties zre very different
from those of the seed sown. &) God makes materiszl things in very
different forms and w-ith different consitutions, on sccount of their
different édestineti-n. The body of fishes, of birds, snd of beasts
is not the s=me; their neture and attributes are wholly different,

VS. 39-41l. Ané so must our hezvenly BPody be orgenized differently

s [ ¥ 1
from the earthly, because it has a @ifferent end. 3) The heavenly

body will lsve great rreeminence over the earthly, v.42ff.  The
V4 2 } Py E 2 .
earthly body is CHec@eTloll &y @ oL% rerishable;
2 > il
Y 'zr"/“'-’g} - deformed, disfisvred; &V df#qEVE‘f - feeble,
powerless; q/urc I(o’v - carnel, animal. But when it is raised
’

2 = 1 mny in i .
it will be = body €&r dlf‘}deftf - imrortal, indestructible;
: 1 1 1 -strong -
&y a"f:‘] - bezutified, glorious; €V 6v Vo ile £.&

and mighty: and 7T v ‘U/uut(,/(a/)/ - spiritual, exempt from every-
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thing which is imperfect in the materisl body. In short, our earthly
body is like Adam's "from the earth" IJ’K/-:;,S Xe Lho v ), the
future body will be like that which Christ now vossesses, a "hezvenly
body" ( gjo;exro?; |
That our body will be like that of Christ is plainly tauszht in
1 Cor. 15,49: "And a3 we have borne the imaze of the earthly, we shall

elso bear the imaze of the heavenly". And still more rlainly in
Phil. 3,21: "VWho shall change our vile body, thet 1t may be fashioned
like unto his zlorious body, according to the working whereby he is
able even to subdve 2ll things unto himself". See Rom. 6,9. The
heavenl; body is cezlled d";;/a.ﬁ Jalf‘f.f' (Phil. 3,21) which means
properly Elorious, excellent, perfected ennobled.
O0f the new zttributes of the resurrection-body, Follaz says: "The
bodies which we bezr szbout with uvs in this life, differ from the risen
) vodies not with resrvect to svbstance, but (1) with respect to duration;
the former zre subjeet to corruvrition, and verish; snd the latfer are
free from corruption, znd always endvre; (2) with respect to outward
form; the former béingz unsizghtly, colorless, offensive corrses; the
latter will be glorious, brillisni, most beautiful; (3) with resvect
to vigor. The former sre sown into the earth, feeble end destitute
of sense end motion; the latter will be active, vigorous, abounding
in exérao:*dinary senses, subject to no defect; (&) with resrect to
activity and enduvrance. The former 2are subject to generation,
mtrition, zrowth, loeczl progress, and feel the need of food, drink,
merrisse: +he latter will be entirely at lelsure for spirituel actions,
and will not need nourishment or conjvzal intercourse.”

Very vertinent are slso the remarks of Gerrard (XIX, 38): "These

: very qualities of the revived bodies, by reason of which they are dis=-
tingrished in this life from animal bodies, must be accurately dis-

tinguisned from each other. For some sre common to all the revived,

B
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the wicked as well as the godly, the unbelieving s well a2s the wmbe-

> ‘9, ’ \ ng ¢ i
lieving. Such are Ay ALT AR Lol oV okVeifek incorruptibvility end im-

]
- mortality, because the souls and bodies of the wicked sre to be lozt

v;'m-'"r" .

(not by being snnihilsted, but by beinz tortured) in gehenna, Mat. 10,28,
because the worm gnawing them will not die, and the fire burning them

. will not be quenched (Is. 66,24; lYark 9,44.46.48), and therefore their

bodies will likewisze rise eagein incorrurtible a2nd im:ortal, rever to be

é separated from the souls, but to be reserved for eternsl and never-end-
- ing tortures. From this it is =lso understood that the incorruptidility
and immortality in the bodies of the wicked are very different from the
Incorruptivility end immortality of the zodly, both with resvect to the
rest of the connected qualities, and with respect td the enfeveses But

Some gualities are peculisr to the zodly alone when raised zgzin for

everlesting life, which the Apostle, 1 Cor. 15, recounts in this order,
b Ve4id=-49; Thil. 3,21; from which it is inferred that the bodies of the
204ly men reised to life eternal will be not only incorrurtible znéd
immortal, but =lso; (1) glorified, sloriovs, because they will bve
clothed, s with a mantle, with ineff=ble honor, splendor, and glory;
end therefore, with divine light, lustre end brillisney, Matt. 13,4353
Dan. 1£2,3; 1 Cor. 15,41; (2) voweriul, becavse they will be aitogether
free from mortal difficulties eni fopom infirmities, rains snd diseases,
to which they were sudbject in this life, and therefore, will be strong,
vigorouvs, ineavable of suffering, azile, subtle, which neither weight
nor gravity will be a2ble to prevent from bveing céught vy into the air
to meet the Lord, 1 Thess. 4.17; (3) sviritual, not indeed with resvect
to esszence; for they will not be sririts, but spiritval bodies, they
will be Zl\'-ﬂ-///- io]“- (like the angels), not esngels, not egual to,

) or the ssme as angels, latt. £2,30; but, by reason of spiritual gualities,

their bodies will no longer be natursl bodies (animelia, Vulgate trans-
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lation, 1 Cor. 15,44 of & .gwl'a/t’o’r ) stending in need of food,
drink, sleep and other survorts, but spiritval, in which there is no
strife of the flesh end spirit, but which are verfectly subjected to
the control of the spririt, are entirely ruled by the Zoly Ghost, and
neec no food or other means for their suprort.

Chemnitz, DeDuabus Faturis, p. 175: "Bodies in this life are
celled qﬂ’xl-,(‘{ » not becauvse they are transmuted into soul,
or of the same substance with the souvl, which is & spiritval subsience,
but becavse they are moveé to zction s=nd governed, not by themselves
or their own bodily eondtions, vroperties znd faculties, but by the
rower of the soul. So in the resurrection; the bojies will te
7TY8U/J.¢Z'(—A’0(’

into spirit, or be of the seme suvbstance with the Holy Spirit, for they

spiritrel, not beczuse they will be transruted

will heve =nd retzin their nstvre or bodily substarce, s Job ssys:

*In my flesh, L shall see %od", znd in the creed we confess that we
bélieve the resurrection of this flesh. But they will be spiritual,

becsuse whest the souvl is now to the body, the Spirit will bse to vody

end soul. For the body will without mesns be sustained and rreserved
by the Svirit. And the body with the sovl will te most reriectly sub-
t

jeet to 4the direction znd control of the Spirit. For in this life the

regenerzte zre led in things verteining to God by the Eririt of Ged,

but only partially =nd imverfectly. 1Ln the resvrrecticn, nowever,

both body and soul shall, without any resistance, be rerfectly sudject

t0 the cuidance and control of the Svirit, who will use boih todies and

o~
souls of saints, accordins to his omnipotence, For whetever movements
and operztions he wishes; and the bodies snd souls of seints in slory
will vse the virive of the Spirit for ell movements snd oversiions the

Spirit wishes, and will heve no longer psychical, but most verfect

likewise, not with

spiritual conditions and& faculties. &) Hemvenly, .
resrect to substance but with resvect to qualities, becsuse they will

S R .-ﬁ_.---,.,-_.—.pm—mmm
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shine with heavenly licht end gzlory; will no longer be subjeet to
earthly infirmities, but will be distinsvished oy their hesvenly lustre,
and no longer bve disfisured, corrvvt, icverfect, mezimed znd unsightly,
but most beavtifvl, plessing to the sight, rerfect hzndsome, =nd com=-
rlete in members etc. Aan exzmple of these guslities is presented to

ts in the tody of Christ, 2s raiseé from the fezd 2nd rlaced =t the
rishr hand of 7od, to wn’'ch our body is to be mzde =like. 3ut zlthoush
the vodies of the wiclked =nd the cCamned will bve izéorrvptible end ime-
mortel, yet they will not be impzssable btut will be subject to eternal
tortures, =2nd will ve adorned by no honor, no gzlory, no rower, no
spiritvel excellence, but will ve marked by vervetvel fovlness snd
isnonimy, destined to eternal Gisgrace, and ovpressed by inferrzsl dark-
ness. hney cre vessels mele unto dishonor snd dissrace, om. 9,21y

& Tim. i, 20". ccordins to the cherscteristies imparted tc those

termed : "The wesurreciion to life vhieh is meeulier to the odly =nd
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F. Transformetion of the Living.
Acccrding to the doctrine of Pavl, tho Sepr vno survive until the

Parousies will not die, to be inrmediztely raised =zain, but =t the
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out we shall all ve chznged; in = moment

at the last trump: for the trumret shzll sound, zné the dezd shall be
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raised incorrurtible, e=nd we shall 21l ve chanzed". Taeir
bmmedisntely vvt on incorruvtion snd immortality for corrupiion znd

mortzlity, 1 Cor. 15,53: "For tnis corruvtidle must put on incorrupiion,

J I
end this mortsl mest vet on immortality"; slso 1 Cor. 15,54; £ Cor. &, 4;
1 Thesgss. 4, 150F; Phil. 3,E1. Then shell they be "clothed uron with

the house from hezven", i.e. the glorified body, whieh is the tressure

l2id up in heavan for the believer (£ Cor. 5,l.2).
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I11i. The ¥inel Judgment

A. Evidence.

The fact of a final future judgment of all believers snd un-
believers is distinetly tauzsht by the Apostle Pavl in Aets 17,31:
"Beceuse ne hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by thet -man whom he hath ordained; whereof

he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he heth raised him

from the dead". Rom. £,16: "In the day when God shall jvdge the
secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel". 1 Cor.4,5:
"Therefore, judse nothing before the time, until the Lord come,

who both will bring to light the hiddenJhings of dsrkness, and will
make manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every man
have preise of God". 1 Cor. 6,2.3: "Do ye not know that the saints
shall judge the world? And if the world shall be judged by you, are
ye unworthy to judze the smallest matters? KXnow ye pot thzt we

shall judge angels? How muech more things that pertain to this life?"
2 Cor. 5,10: "For we must a2ll appear before the judgmernt seat of
Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, accord-
ing to0 tnat he hath &one, whether good or bad. 2 Tim. 4,1: "1 chamge
thee, therefore, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shdl judge
the quick 2nd the dead at his appearing". See also 1 Cor. 3,8-16;

Rom. 14,10; Rom. 3,6; & Tim. 4,8; 2 Thess. 1,7-10; 1 Thess. 4,16.17;

1l Cor. 15 et 2l.

e T g e
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B. Terms.
The following terms are used by FPaul to describe the final judg-
ment .
/

g /\/c Lt yw , to judze, to pronounce an opinion onn-
cerning right and wrong, is used (a) of the judgment of Jod or Jesus
the Messieh deciding between the righteousness and the unrighteous-

's
ness of men: Rom. 3,6- Toy NolOmoy -ufor then how shial God
~ /7
Judge the world"; 2 Tim. 4,1-fw\rt'!5 K. YEKQou§ =m"who shall
. ) » N e~ 2 ‘} /
Judge the quick znd the dead"; Rom. 2,16~%&k NEUTT X TWY ody/QwTTWY

v ’
-""hen God shall jud-~e the secrets of men"; Rom. 2,12- Zecb o

~"as many os-—==-==-- sinned in the law shall be Jjudged"; 2- Thess.2,1l2-
/
Tivd - "that they all mizht be damned who believed not the
truthv,.

(b) It is also used of Christiens who will sit with Christ at
the judgment: 1 Cor. 6,2~ tov 1(0'0:“- or = "Do ye not know that
the sgints shall judge the world"; 1 Cor. 6,3- :'-/-/"'-'IA°UJ' -
“Know ye not that we shall judge anzels".

{e) T¢ vronounce judgment, to subjeet to censure. ¥With accusa-

. ¢ .
tive of the substance of the judzments 1 Cor. 4,4-K€ tTey €LV

"but he that judgeth me is the Lord"
/
Ze /\/ O 't'47 by lieans a judge, one who passes or arrogates
to himself judgment on anything. Lt is used of Christ's returning

’
to sit in judsment: 2 Tim. 4,8 - de ket 5 - which Christ the

righteous judse shall".
/
e /l’e [ 0"¢5' is & judgment i.e. ean opinion or decision

given concerning anything, esveeizlly concerning justice ané injustice,

right and wr.ng. in one sense it is used of the judgment of God or

Jesus the Messiah: 2 Thess. 1,5 - "a manifest token of the righteous

Judgment"
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.4-39’,«aa< means a raised place mounted by a step; = plat-

form, tribune, tribural; judgment-seat. 1t is used of the Judgment-
seat of Christ: Rom. 14,10 - tgﬂq:u..etc. t'o'ﬁd}eo? -"we shall
all stand before the Judgmnent seat of Christ"; 2 Cor. 5,10 =

Tov M’Ad teg to?X eLdto/- nfor we must all appear before the jJudg-
ment seat of Christw.

5.4 1Kavo /I’el-fci - "righteous judgment": Rom. Z,5: "Re=-
velation of the righteous judgment of God".

6.‘/’//‘_ sleo( , @ synonym for judgment, means the last dgy in
in which Uhrist will return from heaven to hold the final judgment:
1 Cor. 4,3-47‘ /7jae"c¢ smfly" c-i-_V; 1ncor:;ect; ) § 00:. 1,8-
ev Ty M €ek ToV Kvge oV qp v Loyle¥ £€eTEV -vuno
shall also confirm you into the end, that ye may be blamelessin
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ"; 1 Cor. 5,5- £y ""51' "Ir/"‘ "C‘
Tov /v ec'o\) - "to deliver such an one unto Satan for the des-
fruetion of the Tlesh, that the Spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus"; 2 Tim. 4,8~ ZY E’KE{Vﬂ tﬁ' ";A GIC" =
"which the Lord, %the righteous judge, shall give me at that day";

’ e/ P o~
Rom. 2, 5- ;Y-A;:Mé,e.( :ef?\f K.31To+/(d)UVEa{f duKaco I(fbﬁf' Tov VedV

"against the day of wrath end revelation of the righteous Jjudgment

of God" °
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C. Time.
Paul lays stress on the fact that the day of the Farousisg
the day of the second advent of Christ, is at the seme time the
Messianic bay of Judgment, when God, by Christ, will decide who
is found approved, and who is not. and sccording to the uniform
doctrine of the apostle,,the judgment of the world will follow im-
med@iately after the general resurrection. 2 Tim. 4,1: "who shall
Judge the quick and the dead at his appesring"; 1 Cor. G,S'Where-
fore, judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, end make manifest
the counsels of the hearts'. -See also 1 tor. 1,7.8; 1 COr/ 5,03

2 Cor. 1,14; 1 Thess. 2,19; 1 Thess. 3,13; 2 Thess. 1,7-10;

Phil. 1,6.10; Thil. 2,16.
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D. The Judge.

The holding of this judgment is commonly ascribed by Panl
to Christ, as it is represented es s commission or vlenipotentiary
pover, which the rather had given to the man Jesus as lNessish.
Thus it is szid, Rom. 2,16: "}5’3" T e Wi (cf.v.elre""‘r
tdKevrea Zyvdeud rtuy & TaGs¥.1n Acts 17,31, Paul declares that
God "hath appointed a day in the which he will judgze the world in
righteousness By the man he hath ordsined" (Jesus Christ). And in
& Cor. 5,10, Paul distinetly affirms thet the Judge will be Christ,
he says: "For we must all apgeér before the judgment;seat of Christ,
that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bed". Loreover in
2 Tim. 4,1 the seme fact is established, "I charge thee theréﬁore
before Cod, and the Lord Jesus Vhrist, who shall judge the quick
and the dead zt his aprearing*. The specific act of Jjudgins is
assigned to Jesus in 2 Thess. 1,7-10; 1 Cor. 4,5; Pom. 14,10;

& Tim. 4,8.

But there is evidence that Jesus Christ will associatewith
himself as judges those whom he has redeemed. Says Paul in 1 Cor.
6,2.3: "Do ye not know that the saints shall juige the world?and
if the world shsll be judged by you, are ye unworthy to Judge
the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels?
how much mocre things that pertain to this life?" Hence it be-
comes evident that judicial functions are rrominent in the words
of the Apostle, and the least that they can be supposed to teach
is that "all saints" will be taken into the counsel of Godend

called to reunite in the decision of the infallible Judge as to

the guilt end doom of the wicked, whether angels or men. Not that

they will be helpful to Christ in forming his decisions, but that
they will be honored as his friends with such = full view of the
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reasons for every decision, as to meke it ¢s trvly theirs as his
own e

But there are other statements of Paul closely allied in mean-
ing to those which refer to the judieial furetions of the sdints,
statements that speak of them as reigning with christ, or as sharing
his glory. Hom. 5,17; Kom. 8,17; £ Tim. 2,1& etal. "In virtue of
the union of believers with Christ, his triumph is theirs. They =zre
Joint-heirs with him, and if they suffer with him, they shall =zlso
reign with him, Rom. 8,17; 2 Tim. £,12. He will Jjudze and condemn
his enemies as head and champion of his church, 2ll his members as-
senting to his judgment and glorying in' his triumph". (Hodge, Com.
on 1 tor. 6,2.3). Hence we may sey that Paul propounded the view
of the glorious participation of the redeemed, the saints, with

Christ in the judgment of the world, of angels and men, at the

“"last day”.
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E. Universality.

The Jjudgment on the day of the Parousia will be according
to the plain words of St. Paul, a universel judgment. 411 man-
kind, the whole race of adam, from 1':he time of the crestionof
man to that of Christ's final aprearance, without excertion, of
every generation, condition and character, 211, all people will -
be subject to it. kach individval will eppear inthe integrity
fo his person, "body, soul end spirit" (1 Thess. 5,23). The
dead vill be raised and the living Achanged simultaneously,
(1 Thess. 4,15-17), g-hpered—f-e:—-ﬂte—ﬁmﬂgeﬂsgnmh ln assetting

that Tavl teaches a universal judgment the appeal is made to the

followin.z; vassages: Rom. 14,10: "for we shall all stand before the
Judgment seat of Christ". Rom. 14,12: "So then everyone of us
shall give account of himself to Sod". & Cor. 5,10: "for we must
) all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. 2 Thess. 1,6-10
(Paul sveaks of Christ's judement of the wicked and "to be glorified
in his saints"). & Tim. 4,1:"%ho shall judge the quick and the
dead". In Acts 17,31 Peul declares that God "hath appointed a day
in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by the man'
whom he hath ordained". The expression which is here translated
the "world", a:l&’ou;n- e, v , meens literally "the inhabited
earth", "the world" (Matt. 24,14; Eom. 10,18; Heb. 1,6 et et.) or
by metonomy "the inhsbitants of the eatth", "the whole human race,
"mankind". And there cen be no doubt that Paul intended bs’l this
all menkind, a universel judsment.
Several intervreters maintain the opinion that the final
Judgment refers to non-Christians only; so Kiel, Olshausen. This
View is refuted by Paul in all those passaged that refer to a

universal judgment, which are mentioned in the vreceding paragraph.

e R e TR S R
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Other theologians contend that the judzment refers to Christians
only; &s GretiMs end Ifeyer. This opinion is untenable in the face
of the clear testimony of _Paul to auniversal Judsment, and tohis
sgecific assertion that the wicked will also be judged (2 Thess.l,7-10).
The majority of scholars, arcient and modern, are agreed that the final
Judgment will include "all mankind. Bengel says, in his inimitsable
menner, "All the angzels, a2ll the nations, how vest an assemblyl"

In calling the last judzment "universel" reference hes only been
made thus far to mankind. But the question presents itself naturally,
ire hot the angels to be judsed at the same time? Lf the language of
Phil. £,10.11 is related to that of Rom. 14,9-12, anrd refers to the
Judgment day, as L believe it does, we must also include angels amohg
those who zre to give an account of their stewardship, and how before
the divine Judge. loreover, Paul associates the Jjudging of the world
with the judsing of angels: "Know ye not that the saints shall judge
the wox1d%.....Know ye not that we shall judge engels?" (1 Car «6,2.3)

The whole tenor  of the apostle's writinzs indicates thathe be-
lieved ih 2. final universal judgsment, 2 judsment of all mar:kiﬁd, live
ing and dead, wicked and good, = Jjudsment of all angels, evil and good.

Rom. 2,11: "for there is no respect of rersons with God".
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;. The HNature and lLanner.

As to the rature of the final judgment, and the menner in which

it will be conducted by Christ, Paul asserts the following particulars:
l. 1t is a judgment according to works (Rom. £,6-9;

Rom. £,16); not only in the case of the ungodly (Gel. 3,9-12; Rom.2,12),

but also in the believers the works will come under consideration

(1 Core 4,5; & Cor. 5,10). There is no conflict here with the doetrine

of grece, for the believers are saved by fzith (Eph. £,8; Rom. 3,28),

but judged and rewarded accoriing to their works. This equivalence is

but the natural correspondence between the harvest and seeq-time,

Gal. 6,7.8: "Be not deceived, od is not mocked; for whaisoever a

man soweth, thet shall he 2lso reap. For he that soweth to his flesh,

shell of the flesh reap corruriion, but ne that soweth of the Spirit,

shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. ™However; the works of the

believers szre not mechanically aporazised, es in Judaism, because Paul

spezks, by preference, of "work" in the singular (Rom. 2,7.15; 1 Ccor.5,13;

9,1; Gal. 6,43 Kph. &£,12; Thil. 1,6.82; 1 Thess. 1,3; 2 Thess. 1,11 )»

ind this one organic produvet of "work™ is traced back to t,he root of

faith (1 Thess. 1,3; £ Tness. 1,11, vhere the genitive TMeOTeEW S

is a genitive of origin), eand Faul speaks as & rvle not of 7Moc¢ gcv

but of Tf'@dfb"o‘stv , 1.e. of the practice, the systemetic doing of

that wnich is zood. Hence, it is evident that only the sanctified

works of the justified believer will be Judzed. The norm of this

Judzment is, in respect to the godly, the Gosvel, &5 cortradistin-

the Taw, Gel. 3,9: "So then they which be of faith ave

w is not Bf feith;

guished fr

o

I
blessed with feitafvl Abrehem; " v.1£2: "ind the l2
but the men thet doeth them shell live in them"; but witn respect

3 c 15. R ey 25 have sinned
to the unbelievers, the law, Rom. £,12: "For as nay &8

without lew shell slso verish without law; and 28 many

as heve sinned
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in the law shall be judged by the law". See 2lso 1 Cor. 6,9.10;

Gel. 5,19=-21. The frial of works is necessary for the sske of

the vindicetion of God's justice, and the reslizetion of the-full.
measure of od's greciovs rewards to the eleet (1 Cor. 3,é.14; 9,17.18;
Col. 2,18;3,24).

2. bvery act of life, without exception, will be brought: under
review in the final Jjudgment. Rom. £,6-11; Rom. 14,12; 1 Cor. 4,5;
Z Cor. 5.; Gal. 6,7-9.

. The final Judzment is not z spirituvel, invisible, endless,
process, ovut it is en outwsrd, visible event occurring at a definite
time in the future. ™This feet may be glesned by interpreting the
predittions of the lest judzment uron the seme rrircirle as its ac-
companiments, the second cowing of Chrisi ehdthe resurrection.

4, it will be & richteous znd imvertiel judsment, 2 Tim.4£,8;
2 Thess. 1,5; Rém. £,5; Acts 17,31. Every one will be judzed in
accordance with his spiritvel knowledge, feith, works, snd the
vse he nzde of his opvortunities. Those who heve hzd the viritten
law will be Judrsed by that; the neathen, sceordins to the light
of rzture, Rom. £,13-15.

5. 14 will be the final and irrevocéiesentence of Jjudszment
by which rewsrds will be bestowed upon the righteovs snd runikh-
ments =llotted to the wicked Tor sheir gzood =nd evil sctions, and
the thou-his of the heart, 2 Cor. 5,10; 1 Cor. 4,5; Fom. £,6.16.

6. The slayiw4 of tie antichrist (£ Thess. £,8) is the first

ey

act of the Tinal Jjudgment.
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B. Duration.

The sufferings of the ungodly and the punishments of the wicked
are expressly described by the Apostle as eternal. Paul uses the ad-
Jective dZw,w. O.S‘ to describe the endless dvration of the penzl-
ty inflicted upon the unbeliever (2 Thess. 1,9). Aa’w‘;ﬂ-d\r means
proverly "eternal", everlssting, without end, unceasing. It expresses
the quantﬁ%ive rather than the quali?ive element and Involves the idea
of duration. That this meaning is Pauline can be seen by the associa-
tion of this word with other concertions in Paul's writings. 1t is
used to express the endless duration of tGod (Rom. 16,26), the endless
duration of the fuiture happiness of the saints (Rom. £,7); it is as-
sociated with "life" (Rom. 2,7; Rome. 5,2; Rom. 6,23; 1 Tim. 6,12.19;
Titus 1,2; ritus 3,17), "glory" (2 Tim. 2,10), "weight of slory"

(2 Cor. 4,17), "consolation" (2 Thess. 2,16), "thinzs not seen®

(2 Cor. 4,18), ovvosed to Treo;"/t’daeo_;‘ (2 Cor. 4,18), "joined with
thee forever® (dl’-h:VbOY d:‘tolv Philem. 15). Thus in all cases the
Quantigﬁve sense of the word "eternal" suits the connection. There-
fore, the opinion thet the word "eternal", everlasting, derotes
Quality rether then duration must be pronounced untenzble. The origin
of this view may probably be traced to the opposition which men feel

to the doctrine of endless misery. This doctrine of an eternal vunish=-
ment is said to be abhorrent to reason and inconsistent with the per-
fection of @od. Nevertheless, an impartial stvdy of the teachings of

the apostle Faul leads to this startling, and, to some, offensive

doctrinee. _
1t is objecied by some that the word "eternal" does not elways

possess the meaning forever. This may be true. But, we must admit

that, when this word qualifies the condition of the righteous, 1%

means forever, without end, e.g. the rigateous shell szo into ulife

eternal". The same word, however, cualifies the venishment of the
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wicked, e.g. "they shall be punished with everlasting destruction”,
Fairness demands thet we make the Joy of the righteous znd the punish-
ment of the wicked - both qualified as they are by the same “reek word -
of the same duration. Therefo::, if we admit that the stzte of the
believers is everlasting, we must.necessarily recognize the endless,

eternal duration of the punisihment of the wicked.
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C. Degrees of Punishment.
There are degrees of punishment in God's administration of
the finel state of the wicked as there are diferent deszrees of sin.
Some unbelievers are more guilty than others since they kave reject-
ed more knowlec‘lge 02 the will of God and =reater odportunities for
service, and have become more hardened and bitter in their enmity
toward God. Justice will therefore imnose a severer penelty on them.
Hollaz says: "The punismentsof hell differ in degree according_to the
quality and measure of sins". Vhile Taul does not makXe a direct re-
ference to this faet, yet it aprears inveriably sugsested by his state=
ments in %al. 6,7 "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
2 man soweth, thet shall he also reap". Rom. 2,5.6: "After thy rerd-
ness and imveniient heart tressurest up for theyself wrath in the day
of wreth end revelation of the righteous judsment of God; who will
render t0 every men sccording to his works". 2 Cor. 5,10: "For we
mst all be mede menifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things done in the body,according to vhet
he hath done, whetner it be good or bad". 2 Cor. 11,15: "whose end
shall be according to their works". &2 Tim. 4,14 "plexander the coprer-
snith did me mueh evil;.the Tord will render to him sccording to ki

works",
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De Annihi lation.

The best advocates of the doctrine of annihilation (Dr. #hite
of Enzland, Richard Hathe of termany, and Ur. Hudson of America) do
not hold the view that annihiletion comes immedistely vpon the end
of the present life. The: admit thet even for the vnzodly, the un-

believers, somethinz comes after death. They know thzt the greet

LS

truths of the resurrection of the unsodly, of the Juégment of the
wicked, of the futvre nunishment of the demned Y2 Thess. 1,6=-9

Rom. 2,5.8.9; Gal. 6,7; 2 Cor. 5,10 et al.) are too indelibly writ-
ven on the vazes of Seripture and on men's consciences to be denied.
3ut they hold that after ages, perhaps long ages, of prunishment, the
wngodly will at lest be annihilzted. There is no doubt thet the
underlyinz vrineiple of this theory is the relief it affords from
the docirine of eternal torment, and the comfort it zives in the

Qope thet persisitent sinners will not be punished forever, but will

be et last put out of existence.

Ihis theory is inconsistent with the tellvvor:of the writings
of Paul s2nd the lansuage of the Arostle relative to the finel state
0f the unbelievers. 1t cannot be maintzined by sound exvezesis and
falls to the zround upon a minute investisetion.

l. In the first vlace it rlaces a too literal interpretation

1t tskes g narrow view of the conception

on the words of the Apostle.

of lll~-~e|l and ""e-nuﬂ."- .I.t fails t0o u:.}'e cor-n_va'qce Of uhe ‘fact th&.t

"life" mezns somethiing very different from mere existence arnd that,

therefore, death means something very different from non-existence.
"Life" and "death" heve moral znd spiritval meanings. "Life" is ex-

istence with nod's fuvor end fellowship in it. "Death" is existence

apart from God's favor znd fellowship.

&. 1t places e wrong interpretation upon the meaning of

"eterngln (£ rthess. 1,9). 1t refers the "everlasting" with which

Can e e e
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tne wicxed will be visited, to the "results or consecusnces" of that
punishment, and not to the punishment itself. 3ut FTavl ssys that it
is the punishment itseclf, end not the consequences, that is everlasting.
1f "destruvection" means annihilstion, then there is no need of the word

"eternal" to qualify it. when the aposile svesxs of the unrodly as

being runished with "everlasting destruction" from the presence of the
Lord, Lhe dces not ne trheir anrnihiletion out their ruin and their

derrivation of =211 thast is ~cod and promotes havriness. klsewhere
the arsotle srezks of the "suvdden destruetion" (1 Thess. 5,3) coming
upon the wicke: at the day of judzment, anc there, as the anpihilstion-
ists would ihemcelves zdmit, the word does not mean annihilation, for
annihilation on their own showing Coes not come until after a veriod of
runishment.
3. It is inco sistené with the vlain esnd clear wording of

the Apostle Parl. He used the word Azu{w.os to designate"che

endless durstior of the vunishment. This word, ss wes roirted cut in
a Previous section, zives no nint of cessation of thls punishment, but

4.

declares in she sironsest mesninr, the endlessness, the e ﬂ'r*ty of

Mtture punishment. Hence the literal translstion of -( w 905‘
affords =36itionel testimony agsinst the theory of annih ilztion.
4. Mre dcesrine of annikiletion immplies an urworthy con-

cevtion of Tod. 1%t is inconsisient with such attributes of God as

wisdom and power, znd Justice and love (£ Thess. 1,6; %al. 6,7 et.2l.)

ferherd very fiitinsly remarks: "1f the wicked had eny

more seriocus rurishment to fear than teing reducted to nothing, it

i3 not apparent vhy it would not have been better for them never to

ne

have been vora".

s : 3 :etion can be
Ln view of our considerations above, no cther construet

future punishment

ot upon the explicit testimony of Teul than that the
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E. Restoration.

Another class of theorists maintain that there will be an ultimate
restoration of the damned after an indefinite period of atoning and
purifying suffering in provortion to their guilt. They base their
arugments upon such passages as Rom. 5,18.19; 1 Cor. 15,22-28;
kph. 1,9.105 Col. 1,19.20. However, a correct exposition of these
texts reveals the fallacy of their position erd affirms the fact that
Paul 4id not teach a finel restoration of the unbeliever into the
favor of God.

A sound exegesis will arrive 2t the following conclusions (ef.
Hodge for point 2).

. In regard to Rom. 5, 18 it is arguved that the phnrese
"g2ll men" must hsve vrecisely the same extent of aprlicestion in the
one clsuze 28 in the other. Te answer, 1) Paul here teaches universal
justificstion, but not universal heavehly bless. 24 The description
of those who will receive a vplzce in the heavenly kinzdom, a2s siven
in v.17 shows that believers only will share i'.'ne joys of heaven, the
others rejecting what has been prepsred for them, too. '

£. ln regard to 1 Cor. 15,22 the argument is the same a8
that drawn from Bom. 5,18. From verses 25-28 it is arsuved that the
sreat end of Christ's meditorial reign must be the restoration of
every creature to holiness and blessedness. To this we answer:
1) this is a strained interpretztion put uron these words, vhich they
do not necessarily bear, and which is cleerly refuted by the meny direct

testimonies we have cited from Seripture above; &) it is inconsistent

with the scope of Peul's subject in this vassage. He says thak Trom

om % nsion
eternity to the Ascension God reigned gbsolutely. From the Asce

to the restitution of ell things God reigns in the person of the God-

man as Mediator. From the restitution to eternity God will again reign
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girectly as =zbsolute God.

9« The ultimate salvetion of a2ll creatures is srsued also
from kph. 1,10; Col. 1,19.20. 1ln both passages, nowever, the Apostle
vishes to stress these two zrest thoughts 1) Christ hes redeemed all
men end thus removed the enmity that existed between God 2nd the
world, and 2) Christ is not only the head of the Churech, dbut He is
the exalted rvler of the universe, a2ll thinzs in heaven and earth

beinz subject to Him.
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¥. Final State of the Believers.

A. Neture and lames.

The Apostle presents no clear znd definite descrivtion of the
splendor and magnificence of the future blessedness of the redeemed.
He describes this herpiness sometimes in genersl terms desiznating
its zreatness (Rom. 8,18-22; 2 Cor. 4,17.18) and sometimes by
various beautifvl images and figurative modes of speech.

The followingz are among the prineipel nemes of future hapriness,
both literal and fizurative, as emrloyed by Paul.

l. The literal appelations are: qu’ diw’yc e
"eternal life", which according to the Hebrew usage, signifies a
happy life, eternal well-being. "Life eternsl is the ineffzble grezt-
est znd wpurest harpiness, which velievers, when their glorious and
spirituel bodies have been received, being freei’ from every sin
and bodily infirmity, will, with the holy end blessed angels, eternal-
ly enjoy Sod himself, without end, satiety or disturbance; tris
felicity is called, end is, life eternel". (Hofenreffer). The rhrase
occurs in Rome 2,7; 5,81; 6,23; 1 Tim. 6,12; Titus 1,2; 3,7. Synono-
mous exvressions with eterral life are: glory (Pom. £,7.10; 8,183
1 Cor. 15,43; 2 Cor. 4,17),"eterrel glory" (2 Tim. £,10), the glory
of God (Rom. 5,2), szlory of His power (2 Thess. 1,9), eternal weight
of glory (2 Cor. 4,17), knowledige (1 Cor. 13,8-10), honor (Rom. 2,7.10]),
peace (Rom. £,10), power (1 Cor. 15,43).

2. Among the fisurative representations is hesven. It is

there where the omnipresent God reveals himself most glorieusly. The

term heaven is found in Col. 1,20. 1t also occurs in the chrese

"heavenly plszces" (Eph. 1,3.20; 2,63 6,12). The "third heaven"

(2 Cor. 12,2) was looked upon &s the wide expanse of heaven, high

above the atmosphere and starry heavens.

another figurative name isl "parsdise" (2 Cor. 12,4) taken
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from the abode of the first man in his innocence. From this it is

transferred to the sbode of the blessedd

Once more this place is called the heavenly Jeruszlem,
(Gal. 4,26), becsuse the earthly Jerusalem wes the capitsl city
the Jews, the place of the royal residence, end the seat of the divine
worshin. Synonomous and correlated terms and phrases ares Heavenly
xingdom (£ Tim. 4,18), "reign with him" (2 Tim. 2,1Z), inheriterce
(Gal. 3,18; kpoh. 1,14; “om. 8,17), crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4,8,
Phil. 3,14), viectory ( 1 Cor. 15,54). .

The real nature of the blessedness of the righteovs in
eternal life may be comrrenended under the following varticulars:

1. Entire freedom From sin and 211 its evil conseguences,
physical, meral and Qog':“l‘ (¢ Tim. 4,18), éeath (Rom. 7,24; 1 Cor. 15,26.
54) and the dznger of falling ewey from God (1 Thess. 4,17). Here
81so should be inecluded immuni:y from hunger, thirst, the use of mer-
rizze (1 Cor. 6,15; 15,42.43).

2. Positive blessings in the future world. They consist in
the most delightiful intercourse with God ("see God face to face" -
1 Cor. 13,1%; "present with the Lord" - 2 Cor. 5,8; "to be with Christ"-
Phil. 1,23; “presence of our Lord" - 1 Thess. £,19; "ever with the Lord"-
1 Thess. 4,1%7; "live with Him" - 2 Tim. 2,11; "reign with Eim" - 2 Tim.

£,12), and in communion with the redeemed saints (Rom. 8,17; 1 Thess.

4,17; £ Dim. £,10; 4,8; Titus 3,7). They also comorenend & perfect

enlishtenment of the intellect (1 Core. 1.’:',8-10); comrlete re@titude

.of the will znd appetite (Zph. &,24; 5,27); indvlgence in the heaven-

1 i o e Z [ ] 'OI‘ Ovel’
ly lencuese which Paul observed in paracise (2 Cor. 1£,4). lore .

they include spirituality (1 Cor. 15,40.44.47-49; Thil. 3,21), in-

visibility (1 Cor. 15,44), impalpability (1 Cor. 15,44.47), illocality

(ib.), subtilty (ib), agility (1 Thess. 4,17; 1 Cor. 15,44), immortal-

15,4%-48.55.54; 2 Cor. 5,4),

ity and incorruptibility (Rom. 2,7; 1 CGor.
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strength and sovndness (1 Cor. 15,43), brillisney (1 Cor. 15,41.43),

beauty (1 Cor. 15,43; Thil. 3,21).

Two questions besring vpon this subjeet have received some Tro=-
minence. The one is wvhether the ssints will recoznize =ach other in
the life to come? The other, whether the joy of life eternal will be
clonded oy thie fzect thet the bleszed will see many of their most in-
timate friends tortured in hell? 1in rezaré to the first guery, there
can be no doublt becavse the szints azre endowed with perfect wisdom

and knowledge (1 Cor. 13,8-10). 4And in response to the second guestion
vrovosed, Hatter answers very effectively: "Fot et 211, for the will
of the blessed shall in gll things coneur with thet of God. Such
carnzl affections which are the sisn of our wezkress in this life will
entirely cesse in the life to come, when our love will ertend orly to
those who sre veloved of God ané whom he has mede heirs of everlasiing
life". Dr. Dzu's remark is slso vertinent: "The will of the dlessed

het they

ck

0

w

will neve become verfectly conforme? to the will of God,
gdore =1so the ~lory =nd mejesty of &ivine Justice ir wiewing the tor-
ments of the demned". Gerheré ssys in answer to this guesiion: "Beatl
videbunt suog notos et cognitos inter damnatos guotienscungue volnering,
sed zbssue ullo commisserstionis effectu”. Since the glorif iec. bodies
are endowed wiih spiritual end heevenly guelities of Christ, they are
not se% suscentible to the Frailties snd Infirmities of the natural

body.
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B. Dezrees of Glory.
2Moreover, Taul distinctly teackes that there aré dezrees of
blessedness and srades of plory in his concention of eternsl life.
(2 Cor. 9,6 £; Gal. 6,7.9; 1 Cor. 3,8; 1 Cor. 15,4). Mowever, he
does not entertsin the om:ion thet there sre zrades of szlvation
The hapriness of =21l will be equally eterral, vut rnot equszlly in-

tense. The more fai thiful one has been, the zmore zood works, such

as are cccertable in the sisht of %od, one has performed, the

[ B

novler his virtves were, the crester the di fficulties and hindrences
vwhiceh he haé Lo overcome, the greater will be his rewsrd. That this
should be otherwise, neither the goodness no¥ the Justice of 6cd

permit us tc velieve. Ur. Pieper (111,5632) very rointedly remarks:

"Grede der Seligkeit sind nicht anzunehmen, weil alle Seligen voll-

koumen 3ind, d=s ist jJeder der Seligen wird f¥r selne Person in

) Schauven Gottes volle zentlze haben. onl aber gibt vas die Schrift

versnlsssuns, grade der Herrlichkeit (0 5" 1?"“" ) zu

lenren nsch éer Verschiedenheit der Arbeit und Treve hier e

o
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Yen hat dies in der lateinischen Vers zusammengefsst: Omnibus uns salus

sanctis, sed gloriz dispar”, und sieh defur mit Reeht euf Seh: iftstellen
wie £ Cor. 9,6ff...... DerMfen". leyer, quoting Caloy o t
seys: Mion =& ipsam vitam aeternem, sed ad rreemia in vita seterns,

non 22 escerntizlem bensdictionem et gloriasm, sed =2 zlorize zracus
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C. 1s Hesven a2 Tlace?

The »lacc or state of the blessedness and nerriness of tae
> I'4
righteous is called by Pzul ou@«rog s "heaven" and

"nesvenly rlzces.
3 7
Ov ea ¥o( is "the rezion zbove the sideresl heavens, the

seat of an order of things eternsl and consummetely T verfect, where

God dwells =nd the other hesvenly beinzs" (Thayer). ul desiznates
- e [ { T P ] . [ / ,’ ’

it as the "third heaven", o ¢@t¥of oOVEAXVO( 2 Cor. 12,2

of Ll 'cvum. ¢istinct neavens of vhich he sresks in Erh. 4,10

-

( uﬂ"tede TAvT Wy Tawy oveuyur )e I% iz ike hizhest
heeven, the dwelling-plece of Cod. TFrom this hesven Christ is said
to heve come, 1 Cor. 15,47; it is the zbtode of anzels; fel. 1,8;
5,53 Frhe 3,18; it will be the zvove of £ll thinzs o2nd beinss
ir. the hesvens (i.e. anrels) and on earth (td: :.V Z'GTJ' avelf-YlTJ
Kl TS 2 Zy§ ;;J‘ , Eph. 1,10; Col. 1,16.20. This heeven is
the abode to which Christ ascended after his resurrection, Rom. 10,6;
from which he will return &t His Parousis, 1 Thess. 1,10; 4,163
2s5se 1,7. Hezven is ayvointed as the future hestitation of tnose
who, raiged from the dead and possessed oi sriritval znd zlorified
vodies, shell become yartzkers of the hezvenly inzfom, 2 Cor. 5,1
and the salvation zweiting the believers is seid
them ir hesven", Col. 1,5.

The phrese Zek ;ﬂ"oucd’rut in Taul is translated as

"hezvenly places", "heaverly regions", i.Z. hezven itself, the abodes

of God and the angels, krh. 1,5.20; £,6; 3,10.

¥r-om the above Tauvline representaticns the concertion of heaven

as a rvlece, loeality, as well =s a state of blesselness is eeemingly

suzzested. However, nothing more definite is revealed than that Penl

defines it a2 the dwellins-plsce of the locasl presence of Christ's

body end sovl =and thet it is the sccne of th manifestation of God's
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glory ané the future home of the rizhteovs. This much is certain that

it cannot bve determined from the writinzs of Parl thet hesven is =

place.
Dr. Pierer regsrds the cuestion es unsolvevle. He seys (Jo-matikx
IIT, 6£3): "Die Urtliche Taze des Himmels der Selizen ist ebersovenig
- a &% ” "7 P
zu bestimmen wie die der Iolle. Wie das 7oV  damnetcrum dz ist,
wo sich Gott in seiner ewizen Strefoerechtigkeit erzeizt, so ist das
7 ov beztorum Sort, wo sich Sott in aufsedeckier Yerrlichkeit,
’ 7 .
Fieolwiov, Teof meod W Toy , Zu schauen sict". Dr. Strong

ae

[

jeves that heaven is = plece. He writes (Syst. Theo. p.1l032)
in sanswer to the cuestion, "Is heceven a place"?: "We answer that this

3=

is rrobable, for the resson that the vresence of Christ's huumsn body

-4

is esszentizl to heaven, snd that this body must be confined to vlace.

o

AsS the new bodies of the saints are éonfined to rlace, sc it would
seem, must be the body of their Fod". The fellacy in Ir. Strong's
erzument i3 enticivated in F. ferherd's remark in his (L. de vita
get. Ch.170): "Beati, aui in uns coeli extremitate mansionem suem
hebent, ad =lios in altera extremitate habitepytes raro ac tarde
comueabunt vpropter maxiiram witriusque distawtiem, ac si Christus in
una coeli extremitate versetur, relicuis beatis in alters varte op-
vosits dezentibus svavissimo 6psius consrectu et colloguio carendum
erit, et q_ﬁae sunt auius geﬁeri“alia, quae ex puerili illa de ccelo

beatorum cogzitatione colligi possunt”.
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V1. The Xnd of the iorld.

The absolute consummaticn of the world will be accomplished
et the Second aAdvent of Christ, after the judsment, when Christ
delivers uvp the kingdom to God the father, 1 Cor. 15,23-25; "But
every man in his owvn order: Crrist the firstfruits; afterward
they that are Christ's 2t his coming. Then cometh the end, iwhen
he shall heve delivered vv the kingdom to God even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule and a2ll euthority and power.
For he must reign, till he hath ovut all enemies under his feet".
The netuvre of the final consummation of the universe is not
clearly =nd comorehensively expressed by the aipcstle. Lr conse-
quence, there hes develored 2 diversity of opinion. Tuther, 3renz,
Althamrer, Fhil. Nicolai, I.":eyer, Thilivpi, Stoeckhardt et al.
staunchly supvorted the view that Paul taught a trensformation of
existing matter =t the Parousia of the Lord. They base their claims
on Rom. 8,19-23 enéd 1 Cor. 7,3. Luther remarks (St. L. Xii, 729%):
Es 1st sehr trostlich geredet, das Pavlus die ganze Creatur einzient,

zleich =13 in eine Person, die mit vns ein Verlanger haben, aus

i | . is v 1, des
diesem Leben in eir anderes zu kommen. Das mir ja gewis wissen, da

i » cern
wir noch nicht leben, wie wir sollen, sondern werten eines ande

Lebens, dacs unser rechtes Leben sein soll; wie die Sonne eines andern

¥ 1 A J
Schmuckes wartet, den sie haben soll, semt der krde und allen ancern

Xreaturen, namlich, das sie gereinigt soll werden von allem Lisbrauch

pieses aber, sprieht er, wird geschehen,

Jetzt auf Frden sind sie

des Teufels und der ‘Nelt .
wenn die Kinder Gottes offenbart werden.

wohl schon 'crottes. Kinder, aber sie gind noch nicht in ihrer Herrlich-

keit, sleichwie die Sonne noch

nicht in ihrer rechten Herrlichkeit ist,
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darum das sie der kitelkeit ist unterworfen; sber sie will des Endes
erharren, welches ihr vorgestellt ist, da ihr Dienst einmel soll asuf-
horen; darsuf wartet sie samt der ganzen Xreztur und allen Heiligen
mit elitel Seufzen und bleibt unterdes unterworfen der witelkeit, das
ist, dem Teufel und der bbsen VWelt, sllein um sottes willen, der het
sie unterworfen, doch auf Hoffnung, das es nicht soll ewig wihren.m
Brenz szsys (Eomil. 53. in Iucem):"Num coelvm et erra ita transivunt,
ut nihil eorum omnino maneat? Minime omnium. Non transidunt omnino,
sed mutabuntur. abiicient vestimentum corruptionis et induent novam
vestem incorruptionis, futuras quidem coeli ac terrese mutatio, ncn
autem in totum abolitio. 1ileyer: "deas Vergehen der twelt ist das
Verzehen ihren ¥orm (1 Cor. 7,31l), durchwelches ihre Umwenélung ve-

dingt ist. Phili

4
pi: "licht der WNeod«o0¢ , sondern nur des
e s / ’
T4y ot ToV /oGe oy TovCowv wird vergehen, 1 Cor. 7,3l..."
On the other hand, %erhsrd, wuvenstedt, Calov znd the mejority

of Iuthersn theolosiens, reject this view es untenrable, and see in

.

these vzsser~es a possiblity of tke doctrire of anrihilation. 1In
discussing rom. 8,21, Uerhard very correctly voints out that those
\:vho teach a itrensfiguration on the basis of this passage fai} to
vrlace sufficient stress upon thé word "servituie" ( 5""}““ )e
The adherents of the theory of transformation argue as though the
apostle hed ssid that the ereatore would be delivered from the cor-
tuption, while the expression of Faul prlainly refers to the freedom
from the gervitude of the corruption. Gerhard says: naddimes
apostolum nequaguam dicere, guod 1iberanc}a sit creatura e corruptione,
quae phrasis substantiall interitui oprosita videri poterat, sed a

. : 1" m
servitute corruvntionis, quae eidem minime adversatur. The Apostle

here personifies the creature who seeks to be delivered from the servi-

tude of the corrurtion. And this freedom, argues Gerhard, cen be ob-
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tained by an annihilation of the world just 2s well zs by a trans-

forimation of the uvniverse. This truth mey 2lso be avplied to the
passaze 1 Cor. 7,5. Eence it is evident that the resl natvre of the
consummnation of the world cannot be definitely established, from the
.writir:;s of Pazul, that the docirine of trersformztion is'\untenable,
and that a strong possibility is suzzested of 2 firnzl arnihiletion

of the universe at the Second aAdvent of Christ.
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