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Queen tells us

A sect 1s a small group in revellion against the es=-
tablished church, appealing to persons who lack se=-
curity and rocognition, making ethical demands, and
frequently .requiring some definite type cf religious
experience asg a prerequisite of acceptauce. .+ « o
Thelr meubers are in the main poorly pald; unskilled
worlkers, amny of whom have recently moved in I rom
rural areas. It appears that, being separated from
their country churches, they do not feel at home in
the town and city churches. Lacking social security
and status, they seili compensation in religious groups
ol’ thelr own class.

The theological relationships which cults have with the general
culture is what H., Richard Niebuhr would say i1s "Christ Ageinst
Culture "8 riston Pope in the book, Millhands and Preachers,
gives a very adequate description of the types of needs that
are met by the sect-type religious:

It is composed of the propertyless . . . economic
poverty, « « « cultural peripnery . « « renunciation
of prevailing culture and social organization . . «
seli-contered religion . » « non-cooperation or
pogitive ridicule toward established religious instie
tutions . + o suspicion of rival sects . « « Mmoral
commnity excluding umworthy members .  « unspecial=
ized, unprofessionalized, part-time minlstry .  «
pesychology of persecution « « « voluntary, confes=-
slonal bases of membership « « « principal concern
with adult membershlp . « « emphasis on evangelism
and conversion . . « 8tress on a future in the next
world . . « adherence to strict Biblical stanlards

« « o high degree of congregetional participation

in the ssrvices + . » fervor in worship services

e s » large number of special religious services

« « o Spontaneous Meadings of the Spirit" in re-
ligious services . . « the use of hymns resembling
contemporary folk mgg:lo e ¢+ o &nd emphasis on re-
ligion in the home,

1751:1131-{: A, Queen and David B, Carpenter, The American
City (New Yorlk: MeGraw-Hill Book Co., 1953), pp. =289.

18y, Richerd Niebuhr, op. cit., pp. L5-82.

19Liston Pope, Millhends and Preachers (New York: Harper
& Bros., 1942).
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The ebove description gives a penetrating iunsight into the

types of people that are served by the sect and also shows the

type ol religious experierce which appeals moat to these
individuals,




CHAPTER IV
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE DLICHTED AREA

A General Survey of the Lutheren Church in the Blighted Area

The Lubtheran Church also faces the very difficult problems
of the blighted area, With approximately sixty per cent of ILu-
theranz 1iving in urban eenhaz's.l it 1s reasonable to under=
stand why the Lutheren Church might be involved in the deteri-
orating aeighborhood, Bishop Burrill spealking before the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church Convention in Hawaii during 1955 said:

The _mbherans have entered Chicago as & church. They

are .avesbing great sums of money for they know the

p:_ﬂf:’nl:zm’_o:;:‘ the c:l..ty of Chieazo wil% affect their whole

church throughout the middle west,
In this case the bishop was primarily referring to the work 'i:hat
is pre sently being carried on by the Hational Lutheren Counecil,
There ere many other indications that Lutheran churches have not
been very successful in meeting the problems of the blighted
area, In the city of Detroit aslone twenty-one Lutheran churches
have clozed down, moved, sold out or merged in recent yaars.3
The Lutheran Human Relations Association of America estimates
that over one hundred Missouri=-Synod churches have vacated

their premises when faced with the problems of blight. The

13tuert A, Queen and David B, Carpenter, The American City
(New York: HoGraw-Hill Book 00., 1953), P. 288.

26hicazo Daily Tribune (September 8, 1955), p. 18.
3Elmer Kettner, Luthoran Witness (June 18, 1957), Pe 7.
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flight of Lutheran churches from the areas of deterioration is
& sad commentary on the effectiveness of Christian teaching.
The Lutheran churches should be serving these areas with a
Christian message, perticularly since the population in the
inner city has for the last decade or two remained fairly
steady and even in some cases has :lncreased.h

But to understand the reasons behind the approaches which
Luthoran churches have employed, the writer would first like
to make clear the theological position that Lutherans have
telten toward ecnlture, The first theological formulation of
this problem wes suggzested by Martin Luther. He taught that
God had two commonwealths. The one cormonwealth 1s thet of
power which is ruled by the lew of God, and the other is the
commonwealth of grace which is ruled by the Gospel of God,
From this eerly formulation Lutherans developed a relationship
towerd culture that H. Richard Niebuhr would eall "Christ and
Culture in Paradox." For the most part Lutherans have belioeved
thaet the business of the church 15 to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ end not necessarily to transform the community in which
the ehurch exists. Although individuval Christians are urged to
work within the commonwealth of power to maintain a just and
orderly culture, American Lutheranism has not felt that this

l’!l'hca population of the inner city in Chicago has remained
fairly steady during the past decade at approximately one million
two hundred fifty thousand. The writer in checking fifteen census
tracts of a mid-~wostern inner city found that thirteen of them had

populatlion increases between 1940 end 1950,

5H, Richard Hiebuhr, Christ and Culture (New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1951), pp. 19=190.
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Same objective was the primary camcern of the church. In meny
cases thies has resvlted in a somewhat detached attitude toward

the cultural phencmena which the church faces, The possibility
and probability of Lutheren Churches dying because of a certain
social situation developing 1s really the first mejor crises
wideh iz forcing American Lutheranism to re-exemine 1ts re=

lationship to the eultural surroundings.

Case S2tudies of Lutheran Churches !Bhé.t are Existing.
in the Blighted Areas

The writer believes that & few brief sumaries of programs
of Lutheran churches in the blighted areas might be helpful in
evaluating the types of programs that are being carried on,

For remsons that should be obvious the churches will not be
identificd but simply roferred to by letters. In these illus=-
trations thero will be no attempt to presont a comprehensive
Pilcture of the entire church program but rather to 1lift out
features which the writer believes are distinguishable., All of
the churches that are being described are approximately equally
divided among the citles in eastern United States, in Chicago or

Detroit, and in St. Louis,
Lutheran Church "A" is found approximately four miles from

the heart of the elty. Its present mombership is about one
thousand members of which one=half live w:lth!.p one mile of the
church, one-fourth live from two to five miles, and one-fourth

live over five miles from the chureh, Church A" is located

in a low=-class, all-white neighborhood with less than ten
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ber cent mobility. The majority of the church leadership
which lives over five miles from the congregation provides
the oconomic base oif the congregation. It is reported that
one man in the congregation provides exactly half of the
budget. The congregation has a large parochial school in which
three=fourths of the children live within one mile of the school,
The conpgrezation reports great success in using the school as
a mission agoncy. As long as the financigl base continues,
Church "A" will continue to use its parochial school as its
prinary and most effective mission outreachs

Lutheran Church "B" is fishting desperately for survival
in a blighted area which is sixzty per cent Roman Oatholic and
twenty per cent Protestant and twenty per cent unchurched,

Ite primary mission outreach is a playground which they have
recently construected, In three months the playground has
gerved five thousand children. It is reported that the inter
action on the playground has broken down racial hostility and
has generally decreased vandalism in the area. The playground
has won Tor the pastor and his church the good will of the
neighborhood including meny Roman Catholics. The pastor of
Church "B" hopes that these contacts will be fruitful mission
pProspects.

Church "C" serves en inter-racial area (primarily whites
and Megroes) near the downtown erea of one of our cities. The
church had plammed %o relocate in a more desirable community,
but the new nastor saw the opportunities and need for serving

the immediate community. With only one hundred twenty esctive
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communicenta the church has worked hard through much pastoral
calling, teen-age clubs, Sunday School, and foreign language
information classes to reach to the people in the area, The
pPastor, rccognizing the problems of a dual constituency--one
of wealth traveling from a distance and one of poverty living
in the immediete area=--decided to concentrate his efforts on
the immediate community., This resulted in many of the older
menbers with oeconomic support withdrawing their membership
from the congregation. At the present time the congregation
iz receiving a subsidy of eight hundred dollars a month to
continue 1tz present mission program.

Church "DY gerves one non-white racial and ethniec group.
Wlth the firm belief that this one group will continue %o .ine-
habit the present neighborhood the church has adopted the ar=-
chitectural forms, the language, the racial and ethnic patterns
of the community. By providing a wide base of educational and
social programs the church has been able to appeal to many hune
dreds of neople. The communicant membership, however, is only
a small percentage of the large nunbers that participate in
the programs of the church,

Church "E" ig located in an all=-white area which is strongly
reinforced by Polish and Roman Catholie backgrounds, Whenever
other racial groups have attempted to enter the area, they have
been waimed by violence or riots that this is not the proper

place for them to live, The neighborhood is determined to stay

all white for e good many years yet. DNegroes, however, do live
to the north and the south and "trash" lives to the west, In
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the ten years that the pastor has served this congregation the
communicant merbership has increased by one hundred twenty mem-
bers eoven though another one hundred twenty members were lost
by death or transfer in the last two years. The pastor of
Church "B" contributes much of the success of his ministry to
the policies which are presently in force in the parochial
school, %hen the pastor first came to this congregation, the
8chool had all .ypes of non-Lutheran students with habits that
the pastor considered inconsistent with Christian standards,
i.6., stealing, lying, lice and bed bugs in the hair, filthy
clothes, etec. The minister (;leaned out the "trash" from the
school and set up standards. Now children may not enter the
achool until their parents have been confimed, and even thén
they are put on probation for one year, A neighboring Lutheran
chureh which is located in a more blighted situation and is inter-
recially mixed has attempted to send children to the parochial
school of Church "E," The pastor, however, has made it clear
that he does not want Negroes or "trash" from the neighboring
congregation to enter his school, The pastor simply explains
that the situation at Church "E" is different from the problems
of the neighboring churches,

Church "F" has a very large church building, It is located
in a deteriorating neigliborhood which is rapidly turning all
Hegro, Within the cormunicant membership at the present time
there are no Wegroes. Although the pastor is a dynamic leader
he has found stubborn resistance among the lay leadership in his

attempt to serve the people in the immediate area of the church,
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Church "F," seeing thet many of 1ts menbers were moving into

one particular suburb, declded to build a mission church in

this area, The pastor is presently serving both of these con=
gregationa. Both churches are operating on one budget. In just
& few years, however, the mission has grown so rapidly that it
18 now helping support Church "F" in the blighted area, The re-
lationship between Church "F" and tho new mission are becoming
more strained, however, and it 1s possible that both churches
may inslst upon separate budgets end church administrationa in
the nesr fubure.

Church "G" was ready to seel its property in the blighted
area and merge with a neighboring congregation, Upon the urging
of the district mission board it was decided not to leave the
area but %o continue serving the people that are living thare,
By tho means of a block-to-block telephone canvass many prospects
Were Tfound in the erea. Laymen and pastors within the city made
many follow-up calls on the prospects, Although the congregation
is served only by part-time pastoral help, the Sunday services
do everage forty pecople, and over fifty are enrolled in the
Sunday School,

Church "H"™ exists in an area vhere a wide diversification
of races exists., Negroes, whites, Orientals and Puerto Ricans
live in the immediate vicinity of the church, Although the
Sunday School is integrated, the commmicant membership consists

onlycof members of the white race. The pastor believes that the
primary responsibility of the church is to serve those people

who are already members of the congregation. For this reason s
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large number of menbers who provide e strong economic base for
the congregation continue to come long distances to return to
the old econzregation, Although. the congregation loses approxi-
mately fifteen more members o year than it gains, the finances
have continued o increase bocause the members recognize the
necessity for continued cconomic support that the church might
survive, Some of the young adults that cttend church there
have come toc see the need of serving the immediate neighborhood.
Through theilr determination and interest many children in the
neighborhood heve been brought to Sunday School and eventually
baptism,

Church "I" has been serving a lower=class white neighbor-
hood f'or many decados, During these many years the church has
never really attempted to serve the community in which it exists.
Hearly &ll of the members come from long distances because of
the previous memories and associations that ere connected with
this congregation, A% the present t:lx_r.e some of the area is
being cleared for govermment low-cost housing redevelopment.

The church is somewhat perplexed as to how it should reach out

to this group of people. Some years azo the neighboring church,
unich is glso located in a blighted area, was forced to close

its parochisl school. OChurch "I," which alsc operates a paro-
chial school, refused to accept 'the students from the other school
because the chilldren were not "our kind." Gradually the church
1s beginning to recognize that it has a Christian qbligat:lon to

wWitneas to the people in the area.
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Finally we come to Church ¥J." This church served an
apartment area which is not badly blighted. Only two per cent
of the congregatlon's members own their own homes: the remsin-
der live in rented apartments. The community is composed of
fifty per cent Jews, forty per cent Irish, and ten per cent
"othor people.' The pastor belioves in every type of maiss pub~-
lieity for the congrega ion. Every year st lsast sixteen thou=-
sand tracts are distributed. The church building is used as
headquarters for the Red Cross drives, cancer drives, polling
for city snd gtate electicng, etc. The pastor is part of the
community couneil, civil defense, political campaigns, civie
end scclal projects, and any other activity that will give him
an opportunity to witness for Christ. The church operates a
parochlal school which is looked upon as a mission agency. Pifty
per cent of the students come from non-member homes. Because
of high tuiltion costs at the school (members have to pay five
dollars more a month than non-members) the school is complete-
ly self-sustaining. The Jowlish members in the congregation
comprise about fifteen per cent of the communicant membershipe.
Trere are aslso Hegroes, Chinese, Japanese, Spaniards, Italians,
Puerto Ricans, Arabians, etc., communirig-'-at the Lord's Table.

The writer hopes that the ten churches which he has described 8
briefly will help the reader understand some peouliaz.' md out- |

standing aspects of Iutheran church work in blighted areas. In
Chapter V the writer will comment critically on the principles
end programs which are desoribed in this chapter. Generally
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the writer will attempt to interpret the principles as outlined

in the rirst four chapters of this thesis as they are applic-

able to interpreting an effective program in the blighted area

for Lutheran churches,
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CHAPTER V

THE LUTHFERAN CHURCH MEETS THE BLIGHTED AREA
WITH AN EFFECTUAL PROGRAM

A Comprehensive Study of the Church
end the Commmnity Should Be Made

It is necessary to complete a comprehensive study of the
church and the commmnity in order to estivate accurately perish
9ssets and comnunity neceds. An evaluation of the status guo is
& neceszary starting point as one begins ¢o plan the strategy for
a4 particular church in a specific area,

The ways and means of conducting such a study can be found
in the works of Douglass,l Le.‘u‘fer.a 8h1ppey,3 etc. The Auguse
tena Lutheran Church has developed & very good study gu:l.de.h For
churchea within the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, A Self-study
Suide for the City Church, compiled by Richard Sommerfeld and

issued by the Board of Missions in HNorth and South America, is

14, Paul Douglass, How to Study the City Church (New York:
Doubleday, Doran, CO., Inc.,—c'.:ﬁaﬂgo

2
Leiffer, Murray H.,, The Effective City Church (New York and
and Nashville: Abingdm-&o?a'ﬁ'bury Fress,ﬁﬂ.

3shippey, Frederick A., Church Work in the City (New Yorks:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1952),.

ucomitt.ee on Urban Ghurch Planning, Board of American
Missions, Augustana Lutheran Church, A Look at the City Church
(Minneapolis, 1954).




