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1s unapologeti cally more roligioua, or at least 
more churchly, than the "college" settlement often 
dared to be, and adds a plus, in a generic sense 
more .frankly 2'ectarlan, on the rebound rrom excea­
si ve seoularism.l~ 

There are at the present t1 s continual experiments by 
.-. 

Protest ants to cap~ure the centrality of religious teaching 

but et be e£tect l vo in serving community noeda. Pather c. 
K111nar ?l.yers \Tho aarves as vicar or the Lonr East Side Mis­

sion of Tr i nity Parish has attempted a program or this type.16 

The West Sida Christian Parish in Chicago is another illus­

tration 0£ attempting to oarry out a social program that ia 

in con.fo.rmity with Protestant �p�r�i�n�c�i�p�l�e % � o.f Christ and culture. 

For Lutherans that are attempting to develop a workable 

progr am :!'or the blighted area both the auooeas and the fallU1'911 

of t he established Protestant denominations should be sisni.ti­

oant road signs. 

The Churches or the ".Disinherited" (Cults and Sects) 

Serve the Blighted Area 

The chu?'ches of the "disinher1.ted" are another interesting 

phenomenn in the blighted area. The ability which cults and 

ae·cts have i n being able to oommun1oate certain t1pes or re­

li gious values to the constituency which they serve is phe­

nomenal. F?tom time to t ime a sociologioal paper will theo­

retically attempt to analyze the religious experience whloh �1 % � 

1S'sanderson, .!m,• .!!ll•, P• 240· • 
. 160. Kilmer �M�y�e�r %  �,� Light �!�!�!�!�_�~�S�t�r�e�e�t % � (11ew Yorkr 

Seaburg, 19.$'6). 



HI 

Queen tells us 

A sect 1s a small group in rebellion against the es­
tablished church, appealing to peraans who lack se­
curity and rooogn1t1on, making ethical demands, and 
f'req llen tly .,requiring some definite type r. r re:".:tgioua 
experience as a p~erequisite of acceptarw~ •••• 
Their members are in the main poorly pa1ct• unskilled 
w·o1•loors., a-r.'h"'lY ot whom have recently moved inf ram 
r ural. m:•eao. It appears that, being separated from 
t heir country churches, they do not f'eel at home in 
t h e town am city churches. Laoking sooial aecurit7 
a11d stat\.ls, they seek compensation in religious groapa 
of' theiz, own class.l.7 

The t heological relationships which cults have with the general 

culture :l s what I!. Riobard Hlebuhr 1-1ould say is "Christ Aga1nat 

Oulture ."18 Liston Pope in the book, M1llhands ~ Preachers, 

gives a. v ery adequate description of tbs types ot needs that 

are me t by the sect-type rellgiousz 

I t i s composed or the propertyleaa • • • economic 
poverty, ••• cultUJ'al periphery ••• renunciation 
o:r prevailing culture and aooial organization ••• 
self -centered religion •• • non-cooperation or 
positive ridicule toward established religious inst1-
t l, t1ons ••• suapicion al rival sects •• • moral 
conun.unity- excluding um,ortby membera ••• unspecia1-

. ized, unprofessionalized, pa~t-time ministry ••• 
psy chology- of' persecution ••• voluntal'J', cont'ea­
sional. bases or memberahip ••• pr1noipal conoel'D 
with adult membership ••• emphaaia on evangelism 
and conversion • • • atl'eaa .on a 1~uture 1n the next 
t-ro:rl.d • • • adherence to str.1.c t B1blio al stand arda 
• • • high degree ot co ngiaegational participation 
in t he sezwvic(ta -. ~ •• fervor 1n worship services 
••• laJ'ge number of special religious services 
••• spontaneous '!Leadings ot tbe Spirit" in re­
ligious servioea ••• the use of hJIDlll8 resembling 
contomporaz-y follt DU1ic • • • and emphaaia on re-
11g 1on 1n the home.J.'J 

17stuart A. Queen and David B. Carpenter, ~e American 
01tz (New York: McOl'aw•Hill Book Oo., 19S3), PP• !87-2tl9. 

18H. Richard Niebuhr, 9.2• oit., PP• 45-82• 
19t1ston Pope, Mlllhancla and Preachell's (Hew York: Harper 

& Bros •• 1942). -
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The above desc1,1nt1on givos a penetrating 1nll1ght into the 

t1pea o:r p eople t 1at are aervGd b1 tho sect and a1ao shows the 

type of r e ligious e~rieme which appeal• most to these 

individuals. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE LUTHERAl{ C llORCH Il'T THE BLIGB'l'ED AR EA 

A Gene:ziaJ. Survey of the Lutheran Church 1n the B11gbted Area 

'l'.he Lut lw ra."1 Church also faces the very diff'1cu1t pro~lema 

or the blighted area. With approximo.tely sixty per cent of Lu­

therans living 1n urban centers,1 it is reasonable to under­

stand t,;h y the Lutheran Church might be 1nvol ved in the deteri­

orat i :1c~ neie;hborhood. Bishop Burrill speaking bef'ore the Pro­

test.ant Ep~scopal Ohul'oh Convention in Hawaii during 19SS saida 

Tho -11.1-;;herans have entered Chicago as a church. They 
are 1vesti11g great sums of money tor tlley know the 
problem o:~• the city of Oh1oago will af'f'ect their whole 
chw.'"ch throughout the middle wst. 

In t h is case the bishop was primarily referring to the work that 

is prn aontly boil'.6 carried on by- the llat1onal Lutheran Council. 

There at'e many other 1nd1cat1ons that Lutheran churches have not 

been very mcoeasful 1n meetiDB the problems of the blighted 

a:rea. In the city or Detroit al.one twenty--one Lutheran churches 

have closed down., moved., aold out or merged 1D recent yaars.3 

The Lutheran Human Relations Aas.oc1at1on of America estimates 

that over o 1'18 hundred M1ssour1-Synocl churches have vacated 

their premises when faced with the problems o.f' blight. 'l'ha 

1stU81't A. Queen and David B. O&rpenter 1 'l'he American .2llJ: 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book ao., 19S3), P• 2c:,S:--

?Oh1oago Daily Tribune (September 8., 1955), P• 18. 

3lllmer Kettner., Luthanm Witness ( June 18., 195"1)., P• 7. 
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n:tsht of' Lutheran churches .tzsom the ueaa ot deterioration 1a 

a sad conJmentai"y on the ef.fectiveneas o.t Oh:za1at1an teaching. 

The Lutl'l.a2~an chux-ches should be serving these areas 1d.th a 

Chl'iatia.n message, particularly since the pppule.tlon 1n the 

inner cit y h a s .for the last decade or tvo remained f'a1rl7 

steady and e ven in some cases has increased.4 

Bt1'i.; t o understand the reasons behind the approo.chea 1-1h1ch 

Lttt h.az,an churches h ave employed, the writer ,'10uld first 11~ 

to make cleer t he theological position that Lutherans have 

t aken t o 1:•1Bl'cl cul ture . The first theological f'o:rmulat1on of' 

t bia p roblem we.a suggested by Martin Luther. He taught that 

God had t~o comm.omrealths. The one commonwealth 1s that of' 

pouer which is ruled by the le.i-r of God, and the other is the 

commo1'lt·1eal th. of grace t-ilich is ruled bj' the Gospel of' God. 

From this earl y formulation Luthe!'ana deveiopod o. relationship 

tow~d cultu:re t hat n. R;tehard Niebuhr Y>uld call "Christ and 

Cultu:re i n Paradox.n.S Far the most part Luthm-ana have believed 

that t h e b usmess of the church is to preach the Gospel of Jesus 

ChJ"i st and n ci.~ necessarily to transfom the O'lmma1nlt7 1n which 

the church exists. Although individual Christiana ee urgecl to 

1-ro.rk within the commonwealth ot power to maintain a Just llJld 

orderly- culture 11 American Lutheranism has not felt that this 

4Tha popu1at1on of the inner o!.t7 1n Chicago has remained 
fairly steady during the past decade at approximately one million 
two h undred 1'1ttty thouaand. ~e 'lir1.ter 1n checking 1'if'teen oeneua 
t:ract s or a m1d-wost8l'n inner o1t7 1'0 uri4 that thirteen at them hacl 
popu1at1on increases between 191.,.0 and 1950. 

SH. R1oh8.l'd Niebuhr, Ohrlat and Culture (lfe\f Yorkz Harper 
& Brot hers. 1951), PP• 149•190. -
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S&n10 objective tra.s the primary cmcel'Jl ot the church. In llUUQ' 

co.sea th:te has resulted 1n a somewhat detached attitude tow81'd 

the c ult ura.1 phenome11a ·1-1h1ch the church f'acaa. The possibility 

and p:,:,obab:1.lit;r of Lutheran Ohurchea dylng because of a certain 

social s:t tuation developing is really the .f'h- at major crises 

wbich :t s forcing A."l'lcrican Lutheranism to re•exam1ne its re­

lationshi p to t lle cultural aU1'r011Dd11J8a• 

Case Studies ot Lutheran Churches !Bhat are Existing. 

in the Dllghted Areas 

The w:i:-it el9 believes that a few brief a~ies of programs 

or Lt.ttheran c hurches in tq.e blighted areas might be helpful 1n 

eva l uating tho twes ot progl"ams that are being carl"led on. 

Fozo !'ea.sons t hat should be obvious the. churches trill not be 

ident:t.:f'i ed but s L""11ply referred to by letters. In theao 1llus­

trati on .c t hero will be no attempt to present a. comprehensive 

Picture o~ the ent~e chm-ch program but ratbsr to 1:1.f't out 

features wh ich the Wl'iter believes are distinguishable. All of 

t he church es that are being described are approximately equally 

divided muong the .cities 1n eastern United State•• in Chicago or 

Detroit, and in St. Louis. 

Lutheran Church "An ls found approximately four miles from 

the h eart 01· the oit7. Its present memberahip :la about one 

thousand mel'l1.hers of which one-half live within one m:lle of the 

chtll'oh• one-fourth··11ve frc;,m two to five miles, and one-foarth 

live over .f'ive miles f'rom the ch'llJIOhe Ohm-ch •A" 1a located 

in a 10\f-class, all-white neighborhood with leas than ten 
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per cent mobility. The majol"it:, at the church lea4erah1p 

tn 1ch l :t,, a s ove r f'ive miles f'rom the congregation provide■ 

t he economic base o~ the congregation. It 1a repOl'ted that 

one ma.11 i n t h e cm'lgregation provides ezaotly half' or the 

budge t . The congregation baa a large parochial school in whloh 

t h.zree- f'ol.ll't h s of the children live tr1th1n one m1le of the school. 

The con a a t1on reports great success in ualng the school as 

a mission El ency . As long as the financial baae cont1nma, 

Church "A 11 ·wi ll continue to use its parochial sohool as it■ 

pr L~ary and 1noet ettoot1ve mission outreach. 

Lutheran Church "B" is 1'1ghting desperately tor survival 

in e. blighted area which is sixty per cent Roman Oathol1c and 

t•,1enty er c ent Protestant and twenty per cent unchurched. 

Its primary mission outreach is a playground tlh1ch they have 

r ecentl y c onstructed. In three months the playground baa 

seI"ved f'ive t h ousand children. It is reported that the inter 

action on tha p layground has broken down racial host111t7 ODLl 

has generally decreased vandalism. 1n the area. The playgrm..rd 

has won r or t he pastor and his church the good will of the 

neighborhood i nc luding man:, Roman Catholics. The pastor of 

Church "B" hopes t hat the.se contacts will be fruitful. mission 

prospects. 

Church ncn serves an inter-racial area (primai-ily whites 

and Mefll'oe s) near the downta,n area ot one or our o1tlea. The 

church had pla..-med to relocate ln a mOl'e desirable camnnmity, 

but t h e new pastor ■aw the oppo:rtun:l tie■ and need t'br serving 

the immediate community. With only one hundred t119nt7 aotive 
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CODllllUnican ts the church haa worked hard thm ugh mu.ch pastoral 

callil18, toan-age clubs• Sunday school. and f'oNign language 

infon11a:tton classes to reach to the people 1n the uea. The 

pastor, r ocogn1z1ng the problems of a dual constituenoy--one 

ot 'Health tI"e.veling from a diatanoe and one of' poverty 11'V1:ng 

in the 1unnedi&te area--deoided to concentrate hie ef'f'ol'bs on 

the immediate comm.unity. Th.ls resulted in many of lihe older 

men:bel's t·.ri'i;h economic auppol't withdrawing theh- membership 

fl'or.i the cong?"egat1on. At the present ti:ae the congregation 

is :rec e i v :lng a subsidy of e!ght hum?'ed dol.li,ars a month to 

continue it3 present· mission program. 

Church 11D11 serves one non-white racial and etlm.10 grou9. 

With t he .firm ballet that this one group will continue to .in• 

ha.bit t h e present neigbbOl'hood the church baa adopted the u­

chitec tw."al i'orms, the language, tho racial and ethnic patterns 

or t he community. By proviclillS a w:l.de base of educational and 

socia l progr8ll'~ the churohhaa been able to appeal to many hun­

dreds of people. The commµnicant mambership, .however, ia onl.J' 

a small. parcontago of the large nunib,i-a that participate in 

the progra.DB of the ch'Ul"che 

OhU?"oh "E" is l.ooated in an all-white area which 1a strongly 

reintm-ced by Polish and Roman Oatholic backgrounds. Whenever 

other rac:f.al sroupa have att.empted to enter the area, the7 have 

been muned by violence or riots that thla la not the prOJ)er 

plo.ce '£or them to live. The nelghbOl'hood 1a deteI'lll1ned to at.ay 

all white for a good 'ID8.D1' years yet. Regroea, however, do live 

to the north l.lDd the sou.th and 11traah0 11vea to the vest. In 

• 
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the t .en years t hat the pastor has served thia congregation the 

communicant membership has increased by one hundl-ed twent7 mem­

bers e:>ven thou3h another one hundred twenty runbera were 1oat 

by death or trans.fer in the laat two years. The paatw or 

Church "·"" contributes muah ot the success or his ministry to 

tbe pol:tc.ies wh ich are presently in force in the parochial 

school. '1hen t ho pastor first came to this OOngl'egation, the 

school had all .ypes of non-Lutheran students w1 th hob 1ta that 

the pastor considered inconsistent with Christian standards, 

i.e., stealing, lying, lice and bed bags in the hai~, filthy 
• 

clothe s, etc. The minister cleaned out the "trash" f'rom ·the 

school W'ld set up standards. Nm, children may l'lDt entoP the 

s chool until their parents have been conf'i:nned, and even then 

they are put on probation for one :,ear. A neighboring Lutheran 

chur ch which i s located in a more blighted situation and 1a inter• 

racially- mi:::ed has attempted to send children to the pareohial 

school of Church "E." The pastor, however, baa made it clear 

that he does not -i-rant Negroes or 11traah0 f'rom the neighboring 

congregation to enter .his aohoo1. The pastor aimplJ' ezpla1na 

that the situation at Ohu!'Ch "E" 1a dit.f'erent from the problema 

ot t he ne1ghbcring ohUl'Chea. 

Church 11Ii'11 has a ve17 large church bu11cU.ng. It is located 

in a deteriorating ne1gliborhoo4 which 1a rapidly turning all 

Negro. Within the Ot'mnu1n1 cant memberahf.p at the present time 

there are no llegroe •• Although the paator 1a a 4JDllllllc leader 

he has found stubborn Nsiatanoe among the 1aJ' leaderablp 1nhia 

attempt to sel'Ve the people in the immediate area ot the o-hmtoh~ 
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Oh.Ul'ch 11F ," see:tng that many- of its menbera were moving into 

one part:7..cular subtt?"b, decided to build a mission church in 

thic al"8a. The pastor 1s preaentl7 serving both of theae con­

gre3ations. Both chUl"ches are operating o.n one budget. ln juat 

a few years, however, the mission has grown ao rapidly that it 

is now heltling support Church •pn in the blighted area. The re­

la.t1on 3hip between OhUl"ch "F" and th3 net., m1aa1on are becoming 

more strained, however, and it is possible that both churches 

1rua;y insist upon separate budgets and ch'lll'ch administrations 1D 

tl1e nea.:r i'u.ture. 

Church "G" 1-1as ready to seel its property 1n tbs blighted 

are&. and 1nerge with a neighboring congregation. Upon the urging 

or t he district mission board it was decided not to leave the 

area but to continue sen.mg the people that al'e living th.are. 

By t ho ri1ean s of a block-to-blook telephone canvass many prospects 

t·rere found :T.n the area. Laymen am pa.atora 1-11 thin the cl ty made 

Jnany f'ollm-1-up ce.lla on the prospects. Although the congregation 

is served only by part-time pastoral help, the Sundq services 

do average .forty people, and over fift7 are eDl'olled 1n the 

Sunday School. 

Church nHn exists in an area where a wide divera1.tioation 

of races eltists. lfegroea, lb.1te■., Oriental• and. Puerto R1cana 

live 1n the immediate v1a1n1t7 of the ohUl'Che Although the 

Sunday School is integrated, the coDlllllDd.oant membership cona:lats 

only of members of the white raoe. The pastor belinea that the 

primarJ' reaponaibll:lt7 or the church la to aerve those people 

who are al.ready me111bera of tbs cmsregat1on. Por th1a reason a 
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large nmnbe~ of me1li>ors who provide a atrang economic base .t~ 

the congFegntion continue to come long distances to return to 

the old c an~regation. Although the congregation loses approX1-

mately .f:l.ftee11 more J3ombers a year than it go.ins. the .tinancea 

have continued to increase bocause the members recognize the 

necess:!:t;y f'or co:.11iiinued ooonomtc support that the church might 

SUZ'v :i.ve . .Some of. the youns adults that attend church 'there 

have come t o see th.e ne~d of sel'V'ing the immediate ne1ghb0Z'hood. 

Through th o:!r determination and interest many children in tbs 

neighb a.("h ood heve 'been bro'L13ht to Sund&J' School and ~ventually 

baptism. 

O l Ui"Ch "I II has boon serving a 101oJer•olass white neighbor­

hood for- r1'1al."1.Y decades. Duri11g these IDllD1' yea:rs tbs church baa 

nove:a.'" re~\ll ;,- attempted to serve the cPmmun1t:y in which it exists. 

!-iea:rly all ot: the members come from lo?JS distances because or 

the p rev:l.ous mmnor!es and assocktiona that are connected with 
,, 

!•hie congregation. At the present time some of the area 1a 

be:ing c1eared ror 3overmnent l0t~-cost housing redevelopment. 

The church is sa.1ewhat perplexed as to how it should reach out 

to t his group_ of people. Some years ago the ne1ahbor1ng church• 

tm.ich is al.so located 1n a blighted area. vaa forced to close 

its P&'"ochial. school. Ohuroh "I• n wh1ah also operates a paro­

chial school,. refused to accept ·the atud~nta from the other aahool 

because the children were not "our kind." Gradually the church 

1s beg1nn1~ to recoplza that 1t._ha• a Cbr1at1an obl1sat1on to 

w1 tm ss to the people in th.a area. 
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1'"1.na lly we coma to Churoh "J •" This churob served an 

apartment area which is not badly blighted. Only two por cant 

of' the congreg ntlon•s members own their 0\111 homes; the ranaln­

dar l i ve in rant ed apartments. The community is composed of 

fifty per cent Jews, forty per cent Irish, and ten per cent 

"other pe ople •11 The pastor bel1ovea 1n every type of mmas pub­

lici t y .f or the oongr s ga ion. Ev9197 ~-- at least sixteen thou­

sand t racts a1•e distributed. The church building is used as 

headquart e r s for the Red Cross drives, oanoer drives, polling 

f or ci t y and state electlms, etc. The pastor is part of the 

00:111'1:itmi t y c ouncil, civil defense, political campaigns, civic 

and s oci a l projects, and any other activity that Will give him 

an opportun i t y to witness tor Christ. The church operates a 

parochial school v1hioh is looked upon as a m1aaton agency. Pi.f'tu 

par cent of' ·the students come from non-member homes. Because 

of high t uition oos~s at tho school (members have to pay five 

dollars more a month than non-members) the school 1s complete­

ly self -sustaining. 'l"ne Jewish rn.e·mbera in the con~gation 

comprise about fifteen per cent ot the oommunioant membership. 

Th.ere are also Negroes, · Chineae, ~apaneae, Spaniards, Italian■, 

Puerto Ricans, Arabians, etc., oommuning •at the Lord1 a Table. 

The writer b:>paa 1hat t.be ten 9hurcbea lh1oh he bas desoribecl 

briefly will help the reader understand some peculiar 111d out­

standing aspects of Iutheran church wol'k in bl1ghted areas. In 

Chapter V the writer will oomment cri tloally on the principles 

and programs which are described in this chapter. Generally 
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the writer will a ttempt to interpret the pr1no1plea •• outlined 

in the first f'our chapters o~ this theaia aa they- are applic­

able 'iio intcn•p:retins :in et.teotive t>rogram 1n the blighted area 

for Lut he r a..~ churches. 



OBAPT.Im V 

THE LUTHERAN ommaB MEETS THE BLIGIP.rED 4A-cmA 

WITH AN EFFECTUAL PROGRAM 

A Comprehensive Study of the Church 

and the Community Should Be Made 

It is necessary to complete a comprehensive study of' the 

chuI"ch and the community 1n order to eatlrrate accurately parish 

assets and comm.unity DGeds. An evalua~ion ot the status quo ta 

-a necosse.ry starting point as one begins to pl.an the stratea tor 

a particular church in a apec1t1o area. 

The ways and means of conducting such a study can be found 

in the uorka ot Douglasa,1 t ·eifter,2 Shippey,3 etc. The Augua­

tana Lutheran Church has developed a V8'11"J' good study gu1de.4 Por 

churches within the Lutheran Church--M1ssour1 SJDOd, ,! Selt-atudy 

Guide!£!!:.!!!!, City Church, compiled by Riobard Sommerf'eld and 

issued by the Board of Missions 1n Borth and South .America, la 

l:u. Ps.ul Douglass, How !g f;;, lh!_ Cit;y Church (.Rew York1 
Doubleday , Doran, Co •. , Inc., c.- • 

2Le1t.fer, Murray H., The Effective ,2.llJ: Ch'Ul'oh (l'ew York and 
and Nashville: Ablngdan-Cokesbury Press,--r9ij"9). 

3sh1ppey, F'l'ederlok A., <11Ul'Ch ~ !!! .!J!!. C1tz (Bew Yorks 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Preas, 19S2J. 

4comm1ttee on Urban Oh~~ P1aun1ng, Boud o~ .AJar1oan 
M1as1ona, Augustana Lutheran Church, ! Loolr ,D the Oltz Ohuroh 
(Minneapolis. 19S4). 


