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120 Studln In H01. 1-3. 

1!ammcB"); 12, 11 (,.fie ljafJen ilfJecuunben bnrdj beB .i!ammel mtut"). 
IBem bief e !Bone bon 8eugen fih: bie ,.stf1rotooie beB iBiutell ~rl(li" 
nod} nidjt genilgt, bcr aeigt fl'ar, bah er fidj gegen bie t!Baijrijcit bet• 
fdjlief,t. ~n eiumma, auie .8utijer au 1 !pelt. 1, 19 fdjreibt: ,.!Bet ni"t 
burdj bal iBiut bon QSott auiII QSuabe erTanoen, bem ift !Jcffer, bah ei: 

nimmer bor QJottcl W11gen ttcte, benn ct crailrnt nur bic JJlaieftiit ie 
mcljr unb meijr bamit." (IX, 006.) 

i>ic ljier bnrgeTcgten t!Bnljrljeiten f olltcn 11111 bcB @egcnf abcl tuillen. 
bet fidj hn JJloberniilnmB ljerangebilbct ljnt, 11111 f o me'fjt [Jctont tucrbcn. 
~al lann audj f eljr IUoljt oef djcljen in bcf onbercn 6cricn tuiiljrenb bu 
ffaftenacit. !Ran fonntc nTB stljemn ciner onnacn <Serie ftcllcn: ff ilt 
fie a I I e Q e it or r, en, 2 Jtor. 5, 15, 11nb bmm bic cinaetnen !punftc 
an bet ~anb foTgenber 6te1Ien nul filljren: 1 Stor. 15, 3; !Rom. 5, 6-8; 
2 .\'tor. IS, 14; <Bal. 2, 20; Blom. 6, 10.11; 1 ~cjj. 5, 10; Blom. 6, 8. 
ein anberca stljema ll>iirc: <5: lj r i fti ft c II b c rt r c t c n b ca !DI> f et: 
!Jlattlj. 26, 81; ~olj. 18, 8 . O. 14 ; !llnttlj. 27, 26. o. 10. Ober bal 
stljema nndj <BnT. 3, 18, unb bic cinacTncn ,unftc nndj GJcn. 2, 17 unb 
8, 19; !Rom. 5, 12. 19; 0cfc!. 18, 20. 24 ; GJnT. 8, 10 unb 2ul. 18, 14; 
!Rom. 8, 8; 2 Slot. 5, 21; 1 !pctr. 1, 18. Ober mnn fkllc aTB ~ema 
filr cine 6cric: CB ct c dj t b II r dj <5: lj r i ft i m I II t, 1uo3u bic einacincn 
6te1Icn i,nfjcn: Cfi,lj. 1, 7; !Rom. 5, O; ~(i,oft. 20, 28 ; 1 !41ctr. 1, 18.19; 
13olj.1, 7; Dffcnb. 7, 14; 0cbr.10, 19. 20.*) 

~- OS. St r c (pn n n n. 

Studies in Hosea 1-3. 

Chapter 2, 1-13. 
•~ this @CCOnd chnpter tho some cycle of event recurs ns in the 

first, with this difference, thnt whnt is expressed by symbol in the 
one, is simply nnrrnted in tho other.'' (Tho Pulpit Oo,mnentary, 
in loco.) 

•) !)al fofacnbe !1Jrr5ellfJnll talrb brr tacltcrcn D rlcntlmmo auf btm &• 
l,letc blcncn, ba cl clnlae bfr $,)auptJdJrlftcn aul 1mfmt Rrclfrn nmnt, ble felt 
1020 crfd)lcnen linb: L1dltcrun lVdneH (16 S?rltartllrf unb fllr3cre !Brllrilae 
frlt 109...8, r,11 1080 lnll.); . !!>le moberne !!>lcl [clllafcltllttcofoolc•, S?. u. !ll.\. 1920, 
270 ff.; .!!>le mobrrne !!)lel frltlalclll t~eofo11le•, 6 1Jn.•~er. b . .lfanf.•!D,r. 1021; 
.!!>al CStrlftentum all ~cnfr tlrdlalon•, 2. u. !ll.\. 19221 1 ff. i. .!I>le re tr Ullclh 
anf~auuna•, 2. u. SB. 1928, 29...5 ff,; "Luther's Educnt1onn1 1dc11ls nn Moclern 
Vicious Tendencies," LvU1,, W'lb1e••• No. 24, J 027; "The Socinl Theology 
and Modern Sunday-tebool Work," B. B. 'l'. Q., April, 1028; 'l'lw Llctlien," 
Prinaiplo of lt1doctrin11,tio11, ancl tlto Pedagogy of Modcn,i• n~ (p11mpblet 
fuued 1028); "The Bible and Its Modern CrltiCB nnd Enemies," 61)n.s!8er. 
b. Dntarlo•!!>l,r. 1928; ''Modem Vlewa about Inspiration - nnd the Truth 
of Scriptures," Pri11ceto11, 'l'ltcol • .Reuicio, XXVII, 227 ff. ; Tllo .Religio-. of 
tle Ollilcl a11cl Otler Eua11• (book iu ucd 1020); "The Means of Grace, 
with Special Reference to llodernlam," 'l'Aeol. Jlontltlu, IX, 280 ff. 321 ff. 
802 fr.; "Modernism"; Report of the Nonrcginn Synod of the AmerlCAn 
Ev. Luth. Church, 1031. 
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Btucll• fn llaa. 1--1. 111 

God had threatened to tho nation complete and final ?ejection. 
Yet, behold Bia grace I He baa no pleaaure in the death of the wicked, 
but that tho wicked turn from bis way and live. With this in view; 
the Lord turns to the few faithful children who still remain in Israel 
and urges them to plead with their mother, with tho nation, so that, 
if not tho entire nation, at least somo individuals be induced to repent. 
'IPlead with your motlier, plead." Strive, remonstrate, with her. Show 
her the error of hor wny nnd tho imminent danger of eternal rejection. 
"For ■he is not My wife, neither om I her husband." Let us try to 
Yi■ualize tho scene so impressively brought out in these words. Ad­
dreuing His children, God, as it wore, points with His finger to the 
woman regarded na His wife and pronouneea that truly awful judg­
ment: She, tbis one, ~;:,. is not My wife, nod I, ';Ill$, the full, em­
phatic form, not her hu bond. She may still call herself, nod be 
eallcd by otl1ers, My wife, since I hnvo not yet publicly rejected her; 
but in rcnliey our relation , intimnle as they were, nre severed. We 
aro inwardly trongcd, p!lrtcd. he i no longer My wife; she is 
n harlot, on adulteress. "And lot her put nwoy her whoredom from 
her C,Ci and lier adulteries from between her breasts.'' Her eyes are 
full of ndultcry, 2 Pot. 2, 14, glowing with the fire of impure, unholy 
love. Her immodest, lewd demennor nnd behavior reveals her truo 
choroctcr nnd incites in otl1ers thnt lust nnd passion which com­
pletely dominotcs her. Awny with that I Let l10r remove every trace 
and ,•catige of ndultory in thought nnd look and word and deed and 
again become l[y 1>uro and elm to nod loving nnd devoted wife. In 
other word, Jct her put away nll idolntry, let her love and worahip 
tho Lord, her God, ond serve Him only. 

"I.est I trip her naked, nod sot her ns in tho day that she waa 
bom, and make bcr ns n wild me , nnd set her like a dry land, and 
■lay her with tl1irst." If she re!uSCB t-0 put away her adulteries, My 
judgmQDt& sl101l surely o,•ertnko her, Israel shall become J'czreel, 
a ■ignnl example of tho wrath nnd punitive justice of God. It ■hall 
becomo evident thnt he is no more My wife and I 110 longer her 
husband. Dcprh•ed of nll her goods nnd nll her gifts and all her 
charms, stripped naked us on tl10 dny sho wns born (cf. Ezek. 16, 3-5), 
■ho aholl be left misernbly to pcrisl1, forsaken, rejected, no longer 
My wife, "PP M), cl10p. 1, 9. 

"And her cl1ildren not will I pit;y, for children of whoredoms are 
they." Her children sl101l be in truth whnt their name implied, 
chap. 1, 6, m:,m K). I shnll l1nvc no pit;y, no compossion, no mercy, 

•• , • f be upon them. Dm denotes tl1e intense pit;ying yeam1ng o t parent 
toward his offsp;ing. "For they be the children of whoredoms," thq 
are bastards and not children. How can it be othorwiset "For her 
mother ho■ played tho harlot." Like mother, like children; born b7 
a harlot mother, illegitimate children, they have inherited from their 
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122 Stud.I• ID Hoe. 1--8. 

mother, to whom they owe life and being, the ume adulteroUI. 
idolatrous apirit. "She that conceived them bath done aluunefullJ,• 
rather nt~tn, baa bean put to aluune. Thia makes the charp 8ftll 
more emphatic than the Engliah trllDlllation would suggest. Her own 
sine put her to ahame, cry out againat her. So manifest baa been her 
adultery that ahe cannot deny her guilt; ahe must bang her head 
in shame, even though ahe may endeavor to carry it proud enough 
and even bout of thoae ahamoful things of which aho stands con· 
victed. Moreover, she stands self-convicted. Out of her own mouth 
ahnll ahe bo condemned. "For aho aaid, I will go, follow, walk, after 
my lovers, who give my bread and my wotcr, my wool and DlY ftax. 
my oil and my drinka," all that I need for food and clothing and, in 
addition, luxuries. Unwittingly ahe roveols the real cause of her 
adultery and idolatry. No longer does she regord God as her loving 
Huabond. She look& and longs for other lov01'8, foolishly, alos, vainly, 
hoping, like many ouother unfaitltful wife, thot tho stagnant, foul 
waters of the stranger's love would prove sweeter thnn the rUDning 
waters of hor own well, Prov. 5, 16 ff. H er lovers, ns i evident from 
the context, are other gods, idols, Boalim; cf. especially v.14. True, 
God bad showered down upon Iaracl the evidences of His divine love 
toward her. Her whole history woe the record of nu uuexompled love 
oi God toword a notion in itself no better tlmn otl1ers, Dcut. 7, 6 ff.; 
9,4if. Ezck.16 applies to Israel os well ns to Judnh. Yet I srnel grew 
weary of her Lord, doubted His love, longed for more f reedom than 
ahe was permitted to enjoy, craved, alos, o f reedom of sin nnd the 
flesh. Moreover, it cannot be denied tl,nt in the Old Tcstoment 
covenant the Law predominated. Not only tl,o religious life, but to 
a greot extent alao the aocial life of Israel was hedged nbout by DUID)' 

rulea, ceremonies, regulations, often concerning seemingly insignifi­
cant detaila. Theac laws the God of oll love, the lo"ing Husband of 
Iarael, bad enacted for wise and solutory purpo8C8; cf. Gol. 2, 23 ff,; 
4, 1 if. Still, how burdcnaome these lows, e. g., Lev. 11, 24--47; 16, 1 ff,, 
must have been even to the faithful Israelites, tho loving spouse of 
the Lord Godl Of. Acta 15, 10. What an altogether unbearable yoke 
must they have seemed to auch Israelites as had lost or never bad 
poascased t,rue love toward their God I How must they bn,•e chafed 
under these rules and regulationa, in which they did not recognize the 
loving hand of God leading them to deeper kno,vledge of sin and 
heartfelt longing for the Savior I To them God wns no longer a 10'1• 
ing Husband, but a stern ta.Janaat.cr, who could only command and 
threaten and condemn. Once love to her Husband bad waned, Israel 
cut about for other lovera. The greoter "freedom" which idol­
wonhipera round about her enjoyed appealed to her. There I will 
have bread and clothing and riches and luxuries, and, above all, there 
I will find love and appreciation and freedom. Why should I aerve 
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Btudl• in Boa. 1-1. 118 

lehcmb, who knoW11 only to command IIDd to puniahl I W11Dt loft 
IDd freeclom, and I am Soing after 1n7 lovers to get what I hue 
• right to enjoy. Clandestine tryata at first, 18C1'9t viaita to heathen 
templea or altars, thoro tl1e gratification of her luat, her pauion; and 
in the measure that hor love to God waned, hor adultery, bor idolatry, 
became the more manifoet, until at last ahe Wl18 in dcod and truth 
• woman of whoredoma and ndulteriea. Bhnll thia outrago continuel 
The Lord hod not caat her aaide at once. Good timoa continued, 
riabea, power, influence, increased. It aeemed that idolatry paid better 
wqea than aorvico of tho Lord. 

Alaa, how ofton is this very atory repeated oven in Now Testament 
times I Ohriatinna tire of their God and Savior. They weary of Hia 
aervice, who in unwearied acrvico for thom laid down His life that 
thq might escapo eternal death. Yet tho wisdom, tho riches, the 
pleasure■, tho honors, yen, also the ains and vices, of tho world seem 
IO much more alluring than the acrvice of Obrist. John 0, 66f.; Gal. 
1, 8; 2 Tim. 4, 10; Rev. 2, 4-. 14. 20; 8, 2. 15. And doos not worldli­
neu, unionism, conforming to modern idcaa, nctunlly aeem to build 
the Church, increase its numbers and its influencet 

Docs tl1e Church not seem justified in following after other Sods, 
in making common cause with tl10 world? No, never. "Therefore, 
behold, I ,vill hedge u1> thy way," litornlJy, behold mo a-hedging, 
■topping u1>, thy wny, "with thorns and make [literally, wall] a wall, 
that aho ahnll not :find her paths." Sho shnlJ bo lost na in a labyrinth. 
Note tho change in tl10 beginning of tltia vorso from tlio third to the 
aeoond person. No longer is I sroel simply "she," "this one," but 
tuming to lier, ns though ovorwl1olmed by Hie everlasting love, God 
ngnin apcnk to lier, v. 0. Though tho addrcl!s is in the form of 
a threat: I nm going to stop you, yet the purpose of that threat ia her 
llllvation, her return. Immediately, however, He turns away from 
her, ngnio speaking of her in the third person, v. 7, bringing out to 
the fulJeat measure her folly in leaving God. She hnd said: I will 
go after my lovers for my needs and luxuries and love; God aaya: 
"She shall follow after," pursue, run after, "her lovers," the bot luat 
of her adultery driving her on; "but aho ahnll not overtake them, 
and aho shall acck them, but shall not find them." Tho Lord baa 
walled her in. Tl10 Lord hns withholden His hand from her. And her 
lovers, where are tlteyf If they love her, why do they not hear her 
pitiful wail t If they ore able to give bread and drink, why do they 
not help I Iarael boa left God, and not only baa God left her, her very 
idol& have left her, they will not hear. She ia loat, belpleaaly loat. 
How often hos the Church in time of need called to her idol& onl7 
to make a aimilar experience I Worldlinesa, unioniam, l!oderniam, ia 
auicidal. Bee Deut. 82, 37; J udg. 10, 14; J er. 2, 28. 

"Then ahe ahall aay, I will go and return to my first Huaband, 
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124 Studl• In Hoa. 1-3. 

for then it woa better with me than now.'' The efforts of God to win 
back Hia wayward apouae shall not be in vain. As tho prodipl 1C111 

in misery and ahnme tumed his thoughts back to the erstwhile de­
apiaed home, 10 in tho hour of her utter forsnkennCIB apostate Iaracl 
will think of her former Huabnnd. No longer ,vill sbo seek, no lc,naer 
run after, no longer go after, her lovers; no, "I will go." The aama 
word uaed v. 5, there the ungodly resolve to servo idols, here tho blelllled 
determinntion to retum to God. I will retrace my stops, I will 
"rotum to my Husband," for there, after all, I wns better beloved, 
better token care of, tlmn by my lovers. Sec Luke 1G, 17. 18. That is 
ever tho language of repentant sinners wbo have come to a knowlcdgo 
of their folly in lenving God nnd running nftor idols. 

At tho moment that God spenka tbese words, Isrnel wna for from 
retuming ond aubmitting to her Husband in willing obedience. Tbere­
foro Ho must continue to show hor tho folly and wickedness of her 
way. "And she, lt'i'.I, she knew not thnt I, \:;,.:i9$, I gn,·o her the corn 
ond tl10 must nnd tho oil fresh from the p ," the row material in 
tl10 form presented by God. Tbo article before eoch item denote■ 
tbnt which is in her possession, con equently nll she hod. "And 
silver I multiplied to lier ond gold.'' Not only the ncce ities of life, 
but riches in great abundance I gan,c to her. Like a loving husband, 
I ricl1ly supplied her witb oll and more than ho needed, not only 
necessities, but comforts nnd con,•cnicnces and luxuries. All that sho 
hod, ond she )ind n-plcnty, all sbe owed to :Mc, "sh mode for Boni." 
Tho osyndetic construction makes the contra t tho grcntor, tho ingrati­
tude, tho wickedness, of Israel the more prominent. Wlicthcr wo 
translate: They mode, or prepared, for Boal, i.e., into ornaments, etc., 
for Boal, used it for his worship, or: They rondo it into Boni, cf. Is. 
44, 17, or: The,y offcrcd it unto Boal CJ erome), cf. Ex. 10, 2G; 2 Kinga 
17, 32, tho meaning is clear. What I lmd given th m, tbcy used for 
their idolatry. Alas, not only heathens use their God-gh•cn riches, 
talent■, etc., in serving tlioir idols I How mony Christians spend 
mone,y, time, energy, ond other gifts of God not in His service, but 
for aelfiab, oven ainful, purposes, their god being their belly I Else 
why ao many and auch great deficits in churcli treasuries? 

V. 9. "Therefore will I return and toke nwny :My com in the 
time thereof and l[y wino in the scoson thereof and will reco,•er l£J 
wool and l[y flu given to cover her nakedness." Israel had spoken 
of "her bread," etc., v. 5. In a certain sense it wns hers, the gift of 
a loving Husband to His beloved wife. Sineo she did not and would 
not recognize it oa auch, I will ■how her thnt it is not hers absolutely, 
that. after all, all ahe has is Mine, Mino to give if I so wish, mine 
to withhold if I 10 desire, mine to take nwoy if I am so inclined. 
I shall take aWQ l[y com in ita time, etc. Seemingly these gifts are 
already in her poaeuion, the harvest ia ready to be gnthered in, the 

5

Laetsch: Studies in Hosea 1-3

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1932



Studies In Boe. 1-3. 1H 

flu: and wool nlrcady spun nnd rcndy to be wo•en into beautiful 
~ mnterinl, - nnd suddenly nll is oone. Iarnol's gamers remain 
emP1iJ, thoir cups, nlrcndy stretched out to be filled, aro drawn bock 
emptlf; yen, their very bodies lock clothing, for tho Lord hath taken 
&WQ His gifts, withheld them from their aelfish, idolatrous hands. 

V. 10. "And now," at t1,ia time, "will I discover her lewdness in 
the ■ight of her lovers, nnd no man shall deliver her out of l[y hands." 
The word lewdness, n,~:il, occurs only here. It hos undoubtedly 
a moaning similar to thn(of n~:il, dcrh•cd from ~:u, to wither, to act 
fooliahly, with tho connotatio~ ~f wickedly. m:u•is frequently used 
for extrema moral dcpr1n•ity, especially in pu;;lo ae:di., to show it■ 
folly and wickedness. Sec 2 Sam. 13, 12; J udg. 19, 23. 24. God will 
ahow up Israel before her friend , lovers, the heathen idols, v. 13, as 
a wicked, :Coolish woman; I will show her up stripped of all her 
fineries, all her bcnuty gone, worn out by her adulteries, ha,•ing noth­
ing to show but lcwdne . And then lier gods will be the first ones to 
turn awoy from her in disgust, to forsake her; and no ono shall rcscuo 
her out of l[y bands, not only beeauso tl1ey cannot, but because they 
will not; even if tbey could, tbey are no longer interested in her. Onn 
tho :ColJy, tho fooli hncss, of idol-wor hip be more graphically described 9 
Yet, how true to realit,y is tl1is description I Tho Christion idolizing 
tho world, selling l1is birthright for a mess o:£ pottage, flirting, coquet­
ting, with tho world, worshiping her idols, may be welcomed by tho 
world as long as 110 seems succc ful; but in tho hour of need, in the 
hour of &Imme, where is l1is idolized world? His gods :Corsake him. 
The world is the first to clear bcr skirts of him, has only contempt 
and word of bitter mockery nnd disdain. Ho that prefers the world 
to God ,vill be put to shame before t110 world by God. Of. N ah. 4, IS; 
Lam.1,8; Jcr.13,20; Ezck.10,41; Is.4'7,3. 

V. 11. "I will also cause nll her mirth to cease, her feast-days, 
her new moons, ond her Sabbaths, and aU her solemn feasts." l!1, the 
name of tho three fcstiYnls recurring annuoUy: Pnssovcr, Pcntecoat, 
Feast of Tabernnelcs, Ex. 24, 14 ff. Ne,v moons arc monthly, Sabbaths 
weekly festival days. Solemn feasts 0-,P.i0, ore enumerated Lev. 23 
oa follows: Sabbath, v. 3; Passover, v. 5;· Pentecost, v.10; Feast of 
Trumpets, v. 24; Great Doy of Atonement, v. 2'7; Feast of Tober­
noelea, ,,. 33. The new moons did not belong to this lotter clo1s; 
cf. Num. 10, 10. Tl10 distinguishing feature of the "solemn feasts'' 
woa tho holy convocation, Lev. 23, 2 ff., tho assembling of the congre­
gation. All these various :feast.a were instituted by God to be days 
of rcat ond worship, days sacred to the ~rd, memorials of His un­
bounded grace and merciful kindness, nnd, for that •cry reason, days 
of joy and notion-wide rejoicing in tho Lord. Num.10, 10; Pa.129, 
1 ff.; 42,4. Israel still retained tho outward celebration of these 
festivals of God; yet she had mndc them feasts of her own. llark, 
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128 Stud!• ID Hoe. 1--1. 

God aaya not Jt, feasta, but lier feaeta, new moone, etc. Ierael bad 
etemped them with a character altogether foreign t.o their intention. 
lier purpoee wu not to come t.o wonhip God, her joy not the holJ 
;joy of eerring her gracioua Lord. No; they wore to them merelJ 
national holida.:,a, occaeione for eocinl gntherinp, for joyoua 'IJK!ff1• 

making, yea, for grouly cnmnl enjoymente and plcneuree. Since ahe 
had deeecrnted God'• feaete, God Ill a puniehmcnt will take awaJ 
her feaete, even that outer ehell to wbich ebe atill clung after baring 
thrown away the kemel. Every fC11tivnl al10ll be removed, every joy 
taken away. Alna, how often are the fC11tivitic1 of the Oburch of our 
day not 10 much memorial■ of God'a groco na occnaione for aelf­
aggrandizement, 1prend-engle orations, publicity for publicitT• 
epke, ete. I How long will the long-eufforing of God permit these 
mieerable eholle to be retained by the Ohurch t 

V. 12. "I will destroy her vines and lier fig-trees, wbcreof ahe 
hath aaid, These aro my rewards thnt my lo,,era gnve me.'' Theae, 
like their product,, v. 15, laraol hnd regnrded na gift of Bnalim, ber 
loven, Ill a reword for the faithful service rendered to lier gods. 
Mark, however, that the prophet uBCB a word for "reward" which 
properly mean■ the reward or wages paid to n lmrlot, mnN, If the 

• T I Y 

vines nnd fig-trece nro rewards, they ore rownrda paid out to ndulterou1 
Iaracl, the wnge1 poid her for lier ltnrlotry. But they aro not reward■ 
granted by bcr idol1. Folly supreme to imngino tlmt DnnHm con 
grant vinca nnd fig-treea, wealth and prospcrit,y. It is the Lord who 
alone cnn give them; and ungrateful, idolntroua I arnol, attributing 
her pro1pority to her idols, shall to lier aorrow experience tl1c im­
potence of these dcnd idols. Tho Lord who gave will destroy not 
only the products, but the very vines and -fig-trees; He will change 
the beautiful 'Vineyards and orchards into a forest, n thicket, n jungle; 
and the beneta of the field @hall cot tho fruits, bccnuse there will be 
no more people to pick them. Op. 2 Kings 17, 25 for n literal fulfil­
ment of this prophecy. 

V. 13. "I will vi1it upon her the dnya of Bnnlim wherein aho 
bumed incenae to them," ao will I puni1b her for the clays in which 
ebo aerved Bnalim, "and ahe decked herself with her carrinp and bcr 
jewele," not in order to meet her God na n bride ardorned for ber 
huaband, no, ''ahe went after her loven and forgat Mo," :Mc, •,:iN, 1he 
forgot, "anith the Lortl." Can it be pou iblo to forget Jcho,•nb, the 
God of the Covenant, her Creator, ber Redeemer, her Husband I 
larael did. Me ehe forgot, aaya Jehovah, tho Unchangeable One, the 
ever Holy One, t.o whom idolatry is nnd remains on abomination. 
Did we never forget Him I 

V. U. "Therefore" - the unalterable Lord is about to proclaim 
Hia eentenco. What will that be1 "Behold I" -wo listen with bated 
breath, trembling at the thought that now He will forever reject her. 
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ID llemOl'J of Prof. George llapr, D. D. 11'1 

What do we hearl "Behold, I will allure her,n I will lpeak to her u 
dOl!I a lover to the chosen moiden of his heart. BecaWIO she bu 
fol'IOtten l[e, the Lord, therefore, behold, I will woo her, I will renew 
ll7 efforts to win her bnck to l{y heart and boeom. Hezo is the 
~ltery of divine grace. Here is mercy 111ch u God alone is 
capable of. Our sin, our apo t.aey, our shameful ingratitude, our vile 
adulq, moves Him to pity, to love UB. We bow in adoration before 
this incomprehensible God of mercy. Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord 
God of hosts I For He is tl1c Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering ond obundnnt in goodneaa and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity ond transgression nnd sin, 
Ex. 84, o. 7. THP.O, LAETSOll, 

In :Memory of Prof. George M:ezger, D. D. 
1857-1931. 

On the sixth doy of Nov<'mbcr there waa lnid to rest in the land 
of his birth, which he hod left fi{ty-aix ycnra ago ond to which he had 
returned in 1923, n mon whoso nnme dcscn•ea to bo retained in loving 
and grateful memory witl1in our circles. It is Prof. Georg Mezger, 
D. D., for twenty- even yen rs tl1c tencl1cr of Homiletics, Cotcchetica, 
and Poatornl Theology nt our Seminary, for the post eight ycora teach­
ing ot tho Seminary of tho Germon Evangelical Lutheran Free 
Church of Saxony ot Berlin-Zcblendorf. l{czger woa n quiet, un­
n suming, unobtru i"o per on, nt oil times "Gcntlcmon George," as 
he waa frequently called. And till lie exercised a for-reaching, whole­
some influc.ncc, due to the thorouglmeaa of his work, his colm, objcc­
ti\·o judgment, ond bis splendid gift of logical reasoning and clear 
presentation. 

llezgcr was born in Brnunschwoig, Germany, December 18, 1857, 
and came to America in 187G. After graduating from our St. Louis 
Seminary in 1881, be served tho congrcgotiona ot Waterloo, Iowa, for 
four ycora, nt Okowville, DJ., for ten yeora, ond ot Decatur, m, for 
ono yeor. During this postorote of fifteen yeora under varying con­
ditions ho gathered thot practical experience which he put to such 
good uso Inter in the classroom nnd in his literary work. At the aome 
time his poatoral work, varied and ofttimes orduoua as it wu, did 
not keep him from continuing bis studies. His clear, Scriptural, 
well-arranged sermons, l1ia essoya nt conferences, attracted the atten­
tion of bis fellow-pastors to him oa a man of outstanding gifts. In 
1896 he waa nominated and chosen for the chair of Homiletics and 
Catechetica at Concordia Seminary and, in September of the aame 
year, installed in his new splicre of duties. Sido by aide with thOlle 
men who at thot time constituted the faculty- Pieper, Rtoeckhardt. 
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