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Holliqsbec"ld d'.t'i ves llome tho point when he states later: 

!he rink has the r eoutation am:,ng non-Lutherans. aclulto 
aud adolescents, as-the toughest place in the viciniey.!3 

No situation becomeo d:l.saotroua in cases t'lhere the pastor has taken 

4 dognmtic st and against a practice close to the hearts of his teen-agers. 

such as bnppa11s many t i ne s in the case of dancing. If the pastor is not 

acquainted ~dt 'h t he tim.::a and treat s a matter S\1ch as this !ltrictly from 

o legalistic point of view:, devoid of any understanding or consideration 

for the teen•a~er $ ' point of view. the teen-ager will aither withdraw from 

tho church and continue the practice with his own group, or more commonl::,. 

continue the pr~cti ce and keep the fact frotil the pastor. In either case 

the paator has loat his opportunity to guide the adolescent, not becausa 

he :1.s againot dancing, but because of his attitude. ne teen-ager haa 

lost his respect for the pastor &lld w:1.11 genuinel7 attempt to keep wbat 

he is doi11; from t:he pastor, know.Lng that the pastor will not even atteq,t 

to underutand. much lesa approve.34 

llouewr, oven in o. delicate situation such as this, if the church and 

tbe pastor meet the teen-agers on COIIIIIOll ground. prov.lag to them that they 

are loe>k1:ng at th1a situation squarely througb the eyes of the tun-agers• 

the adolescents will not resent eWln a decision that goaa completely agalnat 

wbat thoy were originally attemptil1g to do; 1n fact tlle:, will respect ,nd 

33J!w!.. 

34xbid.• P• 266. 
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love the pastor who ouffera ·with thew in this matter. 3S They will rarely 

80 behind his back :, a..'ld most asauredly he will keap his contact with them 

intact. It iu not enoy to ovel."etll!)hasi:3e the vital a.spact of the pastor's 

keeping up with t he timaB. 

A postor aometiroos fiuc!s it a. problem to kuo,;; h ow to act in the pres• 

ence of tile young peopl e . Should ha be "one of the ga.na:1 : putting hia 

nms around t hem, punchin13 them in the arm:, joi'llins \·rlth abandon :Lu their 

gmr.es and athletic events, being called by bis f:lrat iuuua among those that 

be know t·:ioll ; o,: should lie a lmiys act very s taid and reve .. -end depictins 

their thoughts of. t he typical 'l!ri..ni3ter. studious, above playing uith them 

or jokin3, a tru.e m:in o f distinction at all t1mes'l 

~ue preferences of t he teen -a3ers themselves are quite clear on this 

poil1t. 'I'b.ey pro.fer a. comple t e ly uell-rouncled man. 'l'hey t-1ant a man who i3 

a miniate.: to t hon1 n.ud wllo::ie behavior at all t1'l:'lell spe~.s Wc!ll for his pro• 

foscion. They mnt. 11:!.m to be di81lified but in a !un\lBn manner, perfectly 

natural, Sll.Dlt)ly being him elf. 

'lhoy do not want a pasi:or lm.o vearo an artificial clisn:lty. who is so 

stultified that they cannot t:ilk to him without ed>arraaament. Such a can 

will never really know his young people. ila will I.mow only what they want 

blm to kncro.i. 'fhey will change their conversot:lan and their habits in h:La 

presence to suit what they think is his preference, but show their tzue 

persOD11l:lt:l.es behind 11:1.s back. Ho dues not bave their trust, respect and 

canf1dence1 and therefore he v111 not be of 1IIICII balp or :tuapirat:toa Co 

t1ma.36 

35aamer, 22.• .£U.•• P• 160 

36xb:t4 •• p. 183. 



On tile otb.;.i~ tumd, tll•.iy \dU a ot re:1pect: t he glad•hand type pastor 

either. (The 1nsr:. 1-ibo tries to be popn!.r.r by horsi ng around., back slappiuc 

hilarious jol;es, t .nd thu l ike , uill b seen by the teen•arser oo an artificial 

person.) Suell. a pa!lf:or uill not have the t?t'uc r c o1,act of bis t eon-agcra. 

Ao Bemer so clca~ly coMment r. : 

ffl'&G.t they wane hin1 to do ia to help thcru sea what they 
~'l>uld not oee w·lt hout h:!3 help; to put 11:13 richer e,.-par­
:Lencc a t t bi.:ir disposal wit hout dictntins or "steeling 
the 6h i." This i ,l enc of t:lle finest arta 1 and 01.1 ... of 
the bar.cleat to xnaste=. :Sut when proficiency :l.n it fimlll~, 
nrrives , t he way i :; at: laa t. ot,en into the llearto of the 
youth or~unizat1onoj ~nd into t he hearts of the younc 
t>eople t horJSelvea . 3 

In our11a'll3tion, cllc adolcacont dur:!.ns his 3ro 1ing process , watch takeo 

him fi?oi-1 youth to adult.:ho..1d11 noacls to know that: the t>asto;: cs."\ be reached 

emotionnU::,; t:b ... t be trl.11 1'"~ot1 about the various t>r oblema that· thoy have 

illld t hat he 'li7111 undcrotancl thoir problem:s becmzsa he 1 .. able to look at 

these problems through the oyco of his young people; that he will lmow and 

11::lde=rst~td. t heir mm pers01uilitics and characteriot:!.cs; that he loves them 

and deo1rea above ell to undorstand and help them, not to chastise or nag 

than. 'they m.:iy not need to call on the pastor for ueeks or eveu months 

at a tiue, but t hey need to km>" that when they do need him, he i:1 on call 

for them st .:iny tilI'.e, ready and able to help thelll. 38 

37Ibid., pp. 182-3. 

38awtolph Wittenbera, ga 9!ll, ,&!!£ Youth (Bo11 Yon: Aosociad.on Pnsa, 
c.195S), p. 240. 



'!ho fo1l0".-1ir..s ·U.ot of ~onm.mity, uotioaal, I.Ind world forces impinge 

particul arly u young l ivco today. 

1. Disru t i on of f aw.l y unit s ; incffllasod ~~a:isiency; 
1 cz--. ~~ i:ia ... ~ of , :l.vor ceo ; l ~ ·10.:0d mora l ic!eaU.am. 

z. Intcr.-r'-1,:,ti v-- f youttl ' s uotu1l p~ttemo f o~ lif e • 
pl 1.d:: t cliff:r.cu l tica ao to ducQftion, vocatioa, 

:1~i.uilJe, m1d f ~.mling n ploce t:o 11,,~. 

• c • o.trl.c co ~~adic t:f.on"'; abno1.,ral bllOm t:Lmc,s wit h 
a e;1 chcap 8 and purchasing ''bogw!ld"; then unem• 

loya::c e, f 2ct: of :f.n f l o&:1011 am? dep::cwoi on; ar:ov• 
1nu p:>J.lulnrtty of get•m:mey•the•oasy-uay ideas; 
j ccl~pot r,, cont es ts, &o.mbliq. 

4. .Accm1t uut:i !'>&1 of the sex pr o'blemc l oeen-ed sea .-ta."1.d• 
nrdc; eli minstio-.zi of the cxcc ma.1 -resi:iraiato of fear 
fgr eoci ol d!saa3e ,wd fear of pregaancy; rotumina 
mi!.it aey per aonael vitll loilared staadardo; lack of 
llOU0 t ~W-! ... t ~; U&"l.Z'est rai,,t 1n hieh scho:,1 craa.d':J . 

s. F:.-uuer.:c.t i on.'l , pa2:ti culcrly ~ .boys: oc,t:ting 
11otemJed up for great adventure" but faci113 ordi• 
nunnas a ~ hol>dl ualam OD upourge. 

6. Incrocsc in :racial and social teasionli. 

1. Coafus:L~ ea t:o ethical stendards. 

8. Ori.ale e~ t•-even making inroads 11DXJ1!8 :uuaeo on 
church : ollo; uldo•opreacl and psycbologlcally subtle 
propagmcia encoui:agins dn.nk1n3; C-raut; promt1on 
throup maao commmicatiCT.w. Increaa:bls use of 
narcotics. 

9. Iba vorlcl coatf.auously apprehensive aver tlaa poa• 
eiblo outbreak of ita wont war.1 

1cladca w. Do.-mn, tlaya Youeb Lem:a (Bow Yod u Harper llllcl B2:01:hen, 
c.1952), p. 15. 
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Beside these generai s tit111.111 to pr oblems in teen•age life, there are 

specific nreos that cause teen-agers uuch fmotrat icm. Adolescence :Ls a 

tima of emotional grouth and acute :f.n tcreat in ooc1al affe:l.ra. '?here are 

man:, problem connect:od t11th thi.B total grcnd.ng process that appear aa .-1-

II03t insurmo1111tnble ·~o the t eon•nger . "Some of the comm:,a otumbl:Lns blocks 

to happineoa end succes~ in tha teen years are the adolescent's feelings of 

lnedequacy, f.nsec:urtty ::m.d in~er.iority.112 In pas:,ing from childhood to 

adulthood t he teei1•nga2: uust j,esrn to becam free from ho'l!IB supervision. 

'lbis 1nv0l~1es ret:1 :>oncibil:f.ty for 3Upport, a life calling. and responsibility 

for lelaure tim,~. Durlns this period the teen-ager is also evolving his 

philosophy of ltfe. 3 'J:h:r.ough the years of adolescei1ce the teen•ager i s 

nearchins for hi□ ~lace i n a uorld trhich many ti!l!3o baffles him. 

'the Physical Problem 

Adolescence i~ clw.r,acterized by a profound physical growth and change. 

the body ta.~es on adult form; the sexual organs develop to maturity. It 

1a 110t at all u.nus:ui.l the.t, for a period :Lu middle adolescence, the body 

becomes vor:, &mGQi ~ly and awkward. The teen-ager is deeply concerned about 

those changes in h:1.a body. ?fany t:Lmas he :Ls beuildered as to what is taking 

place because ho has not been prepared to understand these changes and their 

naan:tng. ThC!lre are p~"Obl.am of oelf•consciousnesa and even distaate for 

~se new changes •. 4 

2'aul Henry Landis, Uaclentandf.91 Teen•apra (Jim, Yozk: Appleton• 
Cootury-Crofta., c.19S5), P• 12. 

31.uella Cole., Ps~loax: .2f. .Adolescence (Bew York: Rinehart amt 
~. Inc., c.1936, P• 13. 

~Bowman, !!e.• .SS.•• P• 209. 
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With the physical changes also come emotional chanaea. There is a 

definite emotional maturity and growth in adolescence. Theae emotional 

changes affect t he t een- agcr ' s outloolt on life, hia bebavior, his interests, 

in many characteris tic wa.yo . His behavior i s apt to be extremely un!ltable, 

fluctuating f r onr··aedi ca t ion ai.•td i nterest to weak indifference, from extreme 

to extreme. New ph~isical development sucb a s me11struation1 masturbation and 

nocturnal emiss ions may t r i gger emotional guilt problems.5 

?here are al so problel!IS connected with the individual teen-ager in 

his aroup because t he gr oup uhows such a wide discrepancy in physical and 

emotional gr O"dt h and adjustmsnt, and because of the types of interest as­

sociated wit v~r ious s tages of development. 

The Probl em of the Peer Group 

The social behavi or of youth toward his contemporaries changes radi­

cally as adolescence progresses. The teen-ager is supremely conscious of 

his peer group. ''The fear of being different is one of the most trouble­

some anxieties of the teen•age."6 He will try: to appear as much like the 

group that be i s associated with as is possible, in behavior, language, 

and in attitude. He will conform to the pattern se.t by bis group in every 

conceivable way. Group opinion becomes, to him, a selective influence for 

desirable and undesirable behavior. The most powerful force motivating 

5P. Blos, lh!, Adolescent Personality: ,A Study g! Individual Behavior 
(law York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., c.19S4), P• 277. 

601.ivcr Butterfield, ~ Problems J!t Adolescence (Hew York: Emerson 
Books, c.1941) • P• 13. 
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bia 1:1.fe at tbie time 1a tbe approval or disapproval of bis peers. 7 Group 

belongingneus becomes i ncreasingly important, and looms larger in the total 

life picture of the t een-ager as adolescence progressea. Burlock feels 

that this slavish conventionality in behavior can be traced in part to 

the basic feelinga of insecurity present in al~.os t all adolescents.8 

Peer pressure extends to all functions of the adolescent life. lt 

llll'ke3 a differenc,i where you live, wld.ch clique you belong to in high 

school, what your f ather does for a living, what your brothers and sisters 

are like, how 111Ucll mon~y you have. what type clothing you wear, where you 

go on dates and with whom you so on dates. The pressure to conform is 

peraistent, and the fear of being out of the group is always prasent.9 

In order to be a part of the group, to obtain its support, the teen­

ager must conform t o its s tandards completely. There is no middle ground. 

Ho allowance is made for individual differences. Quite a problem is raised 

if the individual teen-ager is in urgent need of group approval, but is 

not ready or willing to conforci to the behavior standards of hie group. 

An adolescent who i s not able to exhibit the behavio~ valued by the group 

11 automatically regarded as an outsider. Group pressures, in terms of 

adequate behavior, is very powerful in directing the members of the gmup 

if they are to live up to its standards.10 

711owman, .!?P.• ill. , p. 248. 

B111zabetb Hurlock, Adolescent Development (Haw YoTk: McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., c.1949) • p. 160. 

9a.udolph Wittenberg. ,!!!! Call !2! Youth (Nev York: Association l'reH, 
c.19SS), P• XII. 
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In addition, peer pressure is not understood by most adults, and many 

times is regarded as a destructive and unde~irable part of teen-age growth 

by these adults. "l'hi3 misunderstanding or indifference toward this treaa­

ured adolescent standard of beba,,ior raises further difficulty with the 

teen-ager. If be is loyal to the urgings of the peer group, be denies him­

self nccoptance with th~ adults, and if be aligns himself with adu~t stand­

ards of behavior, he will be ostracized by his peer group. Thia la an 

~versimplificet ion of the true picture, but it does preesent the problem 

which with some variations confronts each grcntina teen-ager.11 Since the 

approval or d1$nppro~al of tile peer grcup is far more important in the 

eyes of adolescents than the approval of parents and adults, the teen• 

qer b far ?'!!t't'c like ly to behave hl111Self according to the peer standards 

wheu a co11fU.ct r!ri s~s be ti-:een the peer and adult groups.l2 

Bouman col1!Dlents on the beneficial aspects of peer culture. He feels 

that the group lends moral support and helps the teen-ager to reorganise 

existing relationab.ips , feelin3s., and identificatior.s. For instance, the 

teen-ager may shift possible guilt feelings about certain acts from bis 

own shoulders to the grcup.13 

According to findings by Bloa, the way that the teen-ager meets this 

phase of his gro~b process, moving from family-centered existence through 

the peer culture to adult forms of group life and conformity, 1a ver, ba­

portant in the f~nal picture of adult matur:l.ty.14 

llaloa, .22.• ill• , p. 254. 
12aurlock, .21!.• cit. 1 p. 161. 

llaow.au, .22.• .!:&l•, p. 249. 

141108 I .22, • ill• t p • 254 • 
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Pt"o!>cbly tb.e Cupic"' t!:oot d .;)CUGsed by Ceen-ago::o are COl?D"i:Ctcd d.t::h 

thotr soc!nl l ife , cetinz, and f ~i mulo . Tb.e~o are innumar~ble p~ blcms 

appear o~~ se~i.· u~ t o t he adult tnd, b-dC t o the adolcacant thay ~re ·.11.tal. 

!ec:m--egaX"s ot.1_ .;~· ,.ucll co,icct'Dcd about tbe:tr social b"epJteti or..o . '?boy 

improve thoir figarGo, bo~ to s oi t>:C ,.ocsa weil3l1t, hor-1 to i,:3ep c c l •ar cou­

plP:d.on, h:>.1 t o act ::;t:fT-1. up , ha-1 u.:o.7a1Ul) to er.&. u; 

''rhe 80-' qu~»cion is ~lso the bl•ges~ detin3 problea of young, people 

themsclveo. r 17 Tue quostiou of l ove anc! l o tra l'Jl!ki.Gg :I.a vuzy crJC:l.&l. The 

tcen-age::'s Lnra.l sen.le :.i.n moat caaotJ is -.r.:ry acute mu1 so h~ w,tr.o qucat::!.oaa 

from a mr,11 point of \1'101-,. \ihof.: 5.a puppy love? Is a Ct."Uoh the rocl thing? 

15J!!m. Qbap~er 4. 

l6tb1d. -
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Bow can 1 tell if 1 'm in love? How can I f:ell real lo...,. f ro:n other loves? 

llbat conat1tutes lova making; ls it Juat kissing good night, holding 

handa? Whet is "pett:l.ng" 'l Rc"'.f for should you go on a date? 1• it all 

right to go farthe.- if you So steady, if you aro "ongagad to be engaged, ·• 

actually enseeed? Those quest:lono are asked not only from a mral point 

of vlow but al so froiu the popularity atandpoint. 'iho teen-ager wants to 

know how biu reputation ~111 be affacted by hts conduct on datea.18 

It ie not diff-cult to see "-7hy t oday' s teen•ager is so confused as 

to tho proper conduct. There ere so many d1varsent views among families, 

schools, ao-csll d c~olescent authorities, and even churches ar.d pastors, 

that euthoritica agree ti.lat it :ls a wonder that tha tean-ager la as 

atable iu this situation aa ha t.s . 'lhe young 'i)eople themselvaa, future 

senerationo I and oociety at large v111 pay tlle penalty for mis:l.nformlng 

and not properly educatf.ns adoleacent:a. 19 

Tl>.a Religious Problem 

I~ mai n facets of the rolis:l.ous problem in tean•age life stand out 

clearly. During adolescence there I.a a period of akepticiam where there 

la a ch1111ge from childhood belief to adolescent rationality. Secondly, 

teen•aaer■ do not find the aervicea of VDrah:l.p iDtereating or practical 

enough to desire to attead reaularly and faithfully. 20 HolU.npheacl 

found in hia survey of youth that reU.gion was comparable iD • vay to 

18lbld. 

l'a. B. llewra and D. B. Radler. 'lha grican T•an•ger (lndlanap­
oliaa Bobbe Narr:1.11, 19S7), P• 18. 

~lU.ngabead, .22• cit., P• 244. 
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wearing clotblng or t l:ing batb1 something one Juet baa to do to be ac• 

ceptable to society, not sometl1:lns governins life, v:l.tal and integral to 

aucceaaful livinr;. 21 Because religion is not vital to tbam1 teon•egar■ 

drop away from the churc • 'l'his is a cerS.ouo 1,roblera to the church, but 

mch more se~ious, f rc~ t hEI at ndpotnt of tbo pastor, to the teen-ager. 

At the some time tbe pGriod of adoJ.e3cence :la the age of graateat 

rel:lg:Laus receptivity. The adoleacent ardently de•iree answers to hia 

questions .about relig ion and fsith. ''Ae no other time in life is the 

problem of tba meani 1g and signif:lcance of life felt so keenly, and a 

positive personal anstt(!l" appt:0clat~d co deeply, ns durlng adolascence."22 

Awakened inte~est in religion during the teen years is brought about by 

aavaral factorc. i"he adolescent has inc~eaaed intellectual powers which 

are now brought to bear on rcli3i ous beliefs. Hi.a reasoning powers are 

beginning to forra for par.nsnent use. Higher education appeals to youth 

to look for ~ational loopholes in nll of bia intellectual contacts. Blova 

of fa te, loso in the family of 1 ife or :lncoum • may_ even cause a renewed 

lateraat in re11A1cn durins adolescence.23 

Hurlock suggests that as the reaa~nlng ability 1n the adole■cant pro­

areaaeo1 there is a tendency to think through_ and question the relta:Lou■ 

beUafa of cbllclhood .hich were taught: dogmatically, Thill :la espec:lally 

true where he notices a conflict batweon b:l.a exper:l.encea ·ead tbe do&matic 

21Ibid. 

22car1 Schindler, The Pu tor .!! Paraonal Counaelor (Pbiladelpbia: 
llablenberg Preas, c.1942), P• 21. 

23eurlock1 .22• sJ&_., PP• 293-4. 
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r al18i,ous beliof a . & -tn b.c n ttcew coaflict:3 bc tuet.'11 'Uhat he h:la lcnmed 

in high ocbool ~, d in t:ndn·· :..chool , hi 0.!.."!1 foun4 roa oon leads bici to be• 

31n t o daubt t ic val i ,ity of Mo r e l i gi ou· belief . ~~ There ere acny ~ea­

y d:&te f rom 

cbildhaod &cco::d .• nf; t o X-tr lock . i1h j ,_. r.ly r e U.gioua tra:lnina ha::s been 

~ l et ~ly doewitic 11 ;:.rcu ~ :. cop l o lat e~ ?imcome a!~ pticel of reli;:.i.o-JG ®C• 

tri.na~ thot u; ·e not cot1c,; .... &c, npccif:i.c , :lncl p:::ic tic· 11!1' 10zluible. As he 

4:0l>tc.d t-rJ.thout -.r • ::Jo. • ao 1.,:_1.,; have fr.tends i n his c lic.1uo or p2ur si:oup Yho 

~V- cliff cr ont r:"U.:'JiOt::: bol:i.1,;,,:f o, au tao ncy ba~n to 1:>ncicr wi1.o is con:cct. 

'fhiu o:i.t uacton i a i u t cno .:i ud v,111,:Z'"- chc.. ad.ol e sc m. t liv0:.i 1u a houu:: that: 

! n o ctudy of the 1."Ul:J. ~ t)US doubt= of high school :i~nion, 
·h · · j d t :; oi t b.c doubt::J fell !nto tbrec clGScoa : doubt a 
concerneli 11!.th t he a :!ble; d uilts about reUc:tous doctrines 
1n s~n r al; and d~-al>to concGmirl& d ct r~ne~ pccul i 3r to a 
gi 'Jea denomi natio: • C:wwp!os of doubts r cla t :l.11,";$ !2, !!!,a Dible 
ucre:: r apo ... t ed a l'l conccm:f.n t:11.e orf.gin of man, the t,,Arttns 
o.i! the \i t e r 0 Moab :- d t ho srk11 and D&niel lu tile lions' den. 
i b:1 saner &!. reli:µ.ouo dc)ctd.ncs most oft en dou~tccl war ... ox-
1n.-ocoad thua: "T e cm:d.as of J u"u& and t ho r ,nurrection oaun.d 
lilte a f " iriJ t alc• n L:md "I doa I t believe you so to ileave:n or 
ilall ~hou you di •. Ti.lat ' o the end, ther . i cn ' t: eny nmre. 11 

An ™mplc of doubtine related to doctrine9 peculio~S!Z,.9, 
re,vm, dcnomiuat iou ms thr..? quest i on abO"J t t;by lt i J urons co 
wmco. to to tho i.Dv.tc , play carda, or onp3e ::i.a other w rlilJ.:, 
pl eusurcs t hat ar" forbidden by t he Luthcraao. B'ro:.D t hese ex• 
m.:pl ec1 it i o appareat &bat tl1e doubts an of doctrines rather 
t hmi of spirit ual vclueD.26 



Bal13iouo floui>cc ire prc1cc:!.c ... l.ly un:l.v.::rs l ~dth a.dolrtaconta. although 

they vary ~c t ly no to i.n1:ouB1.t:.:, one! du,:lltio • n1~ae r,cs,:i odc of akept1• 

ciem era a_,Ju fl~ lad J!t h anvt:ional t e.'loio. for th teen-og1.1i.:. lie iu brood.• 

ins and de1,m1osod, r•e rhapo full of n_lf .. reproacb. ael131,0"..w okeptlcism is 

li!c.oly t:o l .au t o c. S!ollin$ ;,ay fr.cim cwn.--ca ettendcuce ~..Q! a decreoso :I.a 

partici~t:i. :l.11 chur:cil y,:,ul:b ucti•'1'} .. t:1o~. l1 .:.:sou l avat:i nal Ufe \/1111 

m.sffer, ..,,nd r.cuy tiu1:1s a11 e.w.Jlti!tJccm.t uit.ll dz.-01, e.wtly f~om church lifo 

perm::..ri~1tly. 27 

>ays t.o help t ha ~d lQscent beo~t by tucsc o •rl.ous ralir;f.ou~ 

· doui.>to. 1J',_,. £ of e.U the pa· tor ohc,,~ld be clert: to tbc fact toot 'bis edo• 

loocsnt s tl'11l .. ·t l.ilt~ly .niifer oa:m okepticism dud.'QG the te:en years. He 

ohoul d b:.: .) ei; rad co llolp tbc:111. From t:he srJ&lla,:Jt ch:lld 4:n the cradlo roll 

t o the colleac ago clc.o P.S he c&?. make the rol1~iou3 do~ of the church 

pr~ticel cud meoning:cul to evceydoy life. Young pooplo crave t be able 

to"unc:!orot&nd m:::an:1~ O.\td content:, eve?! of reUgion. De should make 11fcith" 

a ~cet-el etmcept:, ;;o that r.:lla Holy Sp:f.dt can mclcc the pn•undcrst:mdcblo 

firw.y b~li,~v:iblc. "'1- s boulcl attC"Jl!)~ to make reli3'on c pe:st!"ooual thi:13 ba• 

C8Wlo, at Chi·· f:iae, edo!escmito are mbsol."Ded in thcmselw:J m,ro than at any 

other ti.ms in life. 

The pestor can aloo enc~·cge 11:L youna peoplo to &eke advalltase of 'bis 

counaeUug sai."Viccs ,Jbun relf.zj.oua doubt:u aris • If ha bas their confidence, 

love and tru•Jt.:, they u:1.11 cCCE to h!.m for comfort encl aid, and he ld.11 be 

ablo t:o holp_ tlNm tltrough tllis pen.Oil. 

27Burlock, SR• ~- 1 Cbc.ptcr Tcm, gassim. 
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'?be second religious problem that ia very common among teen•aaen la 

the interest foctior. Teen-agers say that cburch services and youth pro­

sr&na juot do not hold their interest. It 1a interesting to note that 

the majority of teen-agero -.-,ho do attend worehip and activltica regularly 

senarelly do 90 beceuse they enjoy lt. Arnold Gesell ln o survey of youth 

aaos· ten to oizteen found this to be the case. 

Bowovor, a majority of our group~~ ~ ~""'6'Jattends 
no religious cor~tcas . It ia ~triking that those attend• 
ins Sunday. School do eo bacauae they enjoy the services, 
not hecau~o th .i~ fami l i e wanted them to go, or because 
it is the thing t o do. 28 · 

Hav!n Harner suggests that the church has raised a barrier between 

hor■elf and many ox lter youth because thrcugbOut her history she baa been 

•~ult cent ered. ,He also ot atea that the way the Chriatiaa life has been 

presented to youth of today has not increased their appreciation of reli• 

glon. 'Zhe terms area predominately negative; hero are the tbinp you muat 

not do in order to be a goad Chriatlan.29 The charge haa also bean level­

led egainat the church that she :I.a ao 11low to encourage active participa­

tion ln public divine worahip end in goverm.ntal, a■ well u organiza­

tional activU:ies1 that :,ouns people almply fall away because of lack ~f 

cballangca and intereec.30 

The l iturgical service may caw,o a stumb11og block to young people. 

Without proper :Lnotruction they fail to undarataDd 1ta tecluaical term-

1.noloa, and its application to them. Barner ukad the queetion: 1'Holr 

28Arnotd Geaell, Youth: !!!! Yoara IE!!!! 10••16 (Rew York: Harper and 
Brothen. c.1956). p. s02. 

29Revin Barner, 11!! Bducatlonal Vork !ll_ !!!!, Church (Rev York: 
Aiqdon-C:Okeebury Prua1 c.1939), P• 158. 

30eurlock. SP.• c:lt. • p. 290. 
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do JOU think we are supposad t o feel during the first part of the aervlcer' 

to a aroup of teen-uge boys . The replies: "reverent, 11 0 religloualy.'' 

"bo in a prayi ng imod:, 11 or no answer at all. 31 

There io no pat solution to thio problem of interest but again tho 

putor who i s aler t t o t .o problem who le ab1ays looking for and trying 

new waya to int erest bia t een-agers, io maltin3 prosreas toward II solution. 

Be shoul d ba on 'the l.ook01.1t for YB7S to make the aes:v:Lces of worship more 

lnt ereoting and vit al ~o t he youth of the congreg4tion. He should at• 

te:ipt t c find t•1ays for che youth to participate actively ·,.n the aerv:l.cea, 

and lo the govarnm~nt al and oll:'gan1:=at:tona1 structure of t be church. Bo 

ahould attempt to meke the yout h organizations practical for the young 

people . lie oboulci i.ncol'porate projects that tbe youth want to do, and 

most !Dportcnt of ell, he shoul d mst.e tha Bible study interaat:lng, up-to­

date, and connect ed t o everyday t een-age life. When he haa the opportun• 

lty to inotruct his young peopl,e , he should make every a i:tampt to explain 

the reasons f or the l i turg:tcal service, ohow them the meaning and the 

beauty of the various parto, and how they can actively participate for 

edification. 'rhe teen-ager, because of hia vast energy and curiosity, 

dellrea everyt hing to have meaningful use, end ha vant■ to participate 

actlvaly. 

llennara and lladler in their cOdlpreheaaive look at fifteen thouaad 

'-r:l.ean tean--agera today give us added 11111:l.ghta into the raU,aloua prob• 

lama of tha adol~scent through their careful and minute breakdown of aaa, 

education, geosraph:lcal location, hoaia backgmund, and reUg:Loua affUia• 

tion. Tba numbers alven repreaut the per cent of fifteen tbouud pollecl 

1lho anavered ''yea" to the quaat:l.o11. 


