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The second religious problem that is Very common among teen-agezs is
the interest factor. Yeen-agers say that church services and youth pro-
grams just do not hold their interest. It is interesting to note that
the majority of teen-agers who do attend worship and activitles regularly
generally do so becmuse they enjoy it. Arnold Gesell in a suzvey of youth
8ges’ ten to pixteen found this to be the case.

However, a majority of our group[;,m Youre ﬂmjal:tends

no religious sorvicea. It is strfiking that those attend-

ing Sunday School do so because they enjoy the services,

2ot because thaix families wanted them to go, or because

it is the thing to do.<S

Havin Harnor suggests that the church hae raised a barrier between
herself and wmany of her youth because throughout her: histozy she has bsen
aflult centerad. He alsc states that the way the Christian 1ife has been
Presented to youth of today has not increcased their sppreciation of reli-
glon. The terms are predominately negative; here are the things you must
not do in order to be a good Christian.2? The charge has alsc been level-
led egaingt the church that she is sc slow to encourage active participa-
tion in public divine worship and in govermmental, as well as organiza-
tional asctivities, that young people simply fall away because of lack of
challenge and intereat.-0

The liturgical service may cause a stumbling block to yocung people.
_ Without proper instruction they fail to undarstend its technical term=

inology and its application to them. Harner asked the question: ‘How

28 prnoid Gesell, Youth: The Years From 10--16 (Wew York: Harper and
Brothers, c.1956), p. 502.

293evin Harner, The Educational Work of the Church (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, c.1939), p. 1358.

304uriock, op. cit., p. 290.
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do you think we are supposed to feel during the £irst part of the gervice?”
to f! group of teen~age boys. The replies: 'revevent," “religiouely,”
“Be in a Praying mood,” orf no answer at al1.3l

Thers io no pat eclution to this problem of interest but agein the
Pastor who is alert to the problem who is slways looking for and trying
new ways to intevest his teen-agers, is making progress toward a solution.
He should be on the lookout for ways to make the services of worship move
interesting and vital ¢o the youth of the congregation. He shouid at-
tempt to find ways for the youth to participate actively in the services,
end in the governmental and oxgenizational structure cf the church. EHe
should sttempt to make the youth organizations practical for the young
People. He should incorporate projects that the youth want to do, and
Wt important of z2ll, he should mske the Bible study interesting, up-tow-
date, and comnected to everyday teen~age life. When he has the opportun-
ity to instzuct his young people, he should make every attempt to explain
the reasone for the liturgical service, show them the meaning and the
beauty of the various parts, and how they can actively participate for
edification. The teen-ager, bacause of his vast energy and curiosity,
desires everything to have mesaningful use, and he wants to participate
actively.

Rermers and Radler in their comprehensive look at f£ifteen thousand
&mgrican teen-agers today give us added insights into the religious prob-
lems of the adolescent through thelr careful and minute breakdown of age,
education, geographical location, home background, and religious affilia-
tion. The numbers given represent the per cent of fifteen thousand polled

who gnawered "yes" to the question.

unumr. op. cit., p. 169.




