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Bal13iouo floui>cc ire prc1cc:!.c ... l.ly un:l.v.::rs l ~dth a.dolrtaconta. although 

they vary ~c t ly no to i.n1:ouB1.t:.:, one! du,:lltio • n1~ae r,cs,:i odc of akept1• 

ciem era a_,Ju fl~ lad J!t h anvt:ional t e.'loio. for th teen-og1.1i.:. lie iu brood.• 

ins and de1,m1osod, r•erhapo full of n_lf .. reproacb. ael131,0"..w okeptlcism is 

li!c.oly t:o l .au t o c. S!oll in$ ;,ay fr.cim cwn.--ca ettendcuce ~..Q! a decreoso :I.a 

partici~t:i. :l.11 chur:cil y,:,ul:b ucti•'1'} .. t:1o~. l1 .:.:sou l avat:i nal Ufe \/1111 

m.sffer, ..,,nd r.cuy tiu1:1s a11 e.w.Jlti!tJccm.t uit.ll dz.-01, e.wtly f~om church lifo 

perm::..ri~1tly. 27 

>ays t.o help t ha ~d lQscent beo~t by tucsc o •rl.ous ralir;f.ou~ 

· doui.>to. 1J',_,. £ of e.U the pa· tor ohc,,~ld be clert: to tbc fact toot 'bis edo• 

loocsnt s tl'11l .. ·t l.ilt~ly .niifer oa:m okepticism dud.'QG the te:en years. He 

ohoul d b:.: .) ei; rad co llolp tbc:111. From t:he srJ&lla,:Jt ch:lld 4:n the cradlo roll 

t o the colleac ago clc.o P.S he c&?. make the rol1~iou3 do~ of the church 

pr~ticel cud meoning:cul to evceydoy life. Young pooplo crave t be able 

to"unc:!orot&nd m:::an:1~ O.\td content:, eve?! of reUgion. De should make 11fcith" 

a ~cet-el etmcept:, ;;o that r.:lla Holy Sp:f.dt can mclcc the pn•undcrst:mdcblo 

firw.y b~li,~v:iblc. "'1- sboulcl attC"Jl!)~ to make reli3'on c pe:st!"ooual thi:13 ba• 

C8Wlo, at Chi·· f:iae, edo!escmito are mbsol."Ded in thcmselw:J m,ro than at any 

other ti.ms in life. 

The pestor can aloo enc~·cge 11:L youna peoplo to &eke advalltase of 'bis 

counaeUug sai."Viccs ,Jbun relf.zj.oua doubt:u aris • If ha bas their confidence, 

love and tru•Jt.:, they u:1.11 cCCE to h!.m for comfort encl aid, and he ld.11 be 

ablo t:o holp_ tlNm tltrough tllis pen.Oil. 

27Burlock, SR• ~-1 Cbc.ptcr Tcm, gassim. 



35 

'?be second religious problem that ia very common among teen•aaen la 

the interest foctior. Teen-agers say that cburch services and youth pro­

sr&na juot do not hold their interest. It 1a interesting to note that 

the majority of teen-agero -.-,ho do attend worehip and activltica regularly 

senarelly do 90 beceuse they enjoy lt. Arnold Gesell ln o survey of youth 

aaos· ten to oizteen found this to be the case. 

Bowovor, a majority of our group~~ ~ ~""'6'Jattends 
no religious cor~tcas . It ia ~triking that those attend• 
ins Sunday. School do eo bacauae they enjoy the services, 
not hecau~o th .i~ fami l i e wanted them to go, or because 
it is the thing t o do. 28 · 

Hav!n Harner suggests that the church has raised a barrier between 

hor■elf and many ox lter youth because thrcugbOut her history she baa been 

•~ult cent ered. ,He also ot atea that the way the Chriatiaa life has been 

presented to youth of today has not increased their appreciation of reli• 

glon. 'Zhe terms area predominately negative; hero are the tbinp you muat 

not do in order to be a goad Chriatlan.29 The charge haa also bean level­

led egainat the church that she :I.a ao 11low to encourage active participa­

tion ln public divine worahip end in goverm.ntal, a■ well u organiza­

tional activU:ies1 that :,ouns people almply fall away because of lack ~f 

cballangca and intereec.30 

The l iturgical service may caw,o a stumb11og block to young people. 

Without proper :Lnotruction they fail to undarataDd 1ta tecluaical term-

1.noloa, and its application to them. Barner ukad the queetion: 1'Holr 

28Arnotd Geaell, Youth: !!!! Yoara IE!!!! 10••16 (Rew York: Harper and 
Brothen. c.1956). p. s02. 

29Revin Barner, 11!! Bducatlonal Vork !ll_ !!!!, Church (Rev York: 
Aiqdon-C:Okeebury Prua1 c.1939), P• 158. 

30eurlock. SP.• c:lt. • p. 290. 
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do JOU think we are supposad t o feel during the first part of the aervlcer' 

to a aroup of teen-uge boys . The replies: "reverent, 11 0 religloualy.'' 

"bo in a prayi ng imod:, 11 or no answer at all. 31 

There io no pat solution to thio problem of interest but again tho 

putor who i s aler t t o t .o problem who le ab1ays looking for and trying 

new waya to int erest bia t een-agers, io maltin3 prosreas toward II solution. 

Be shoul d ba on 'the l.ook01.1t for YB7S to make the aes:v:Lces of worship more 

lnt ereoting and vit al ~o t he youth of the congreg4tion. He should at• 

te:ipt t c find t•1ays for che youth to participate actively ·,.n the aerv:l.cea, 

and lo the govarnm~nt al and oll:'gan1:=at:tona1 structure of t be church. Bo 

ahould attempt to meke the yout h organizations practical for the young 

people . lie oboulci i.ncol'porate projects that tbe youth want to do, and 

most !Dportcnt of ell, he shoul d mst.e tha Bible study interaat:lng, up-to­

date, and connect ed t o everyday t een-age life. When he haa the opportun• 

lty to inotruct his young peopl,e , he should make every a i:tampt to explain 

the reasons f or the l i turg:tcal service, ohow them the meaning and the 

beauty of the various parto, and how they can actively participate for 

edification. 'rhe teen-ager, because of hia vast energy and curiosity, 

dellrea everyt hing to have meaningful use, end ha vant■ to participate 

actlvaly. 

llennara and lladler in their cOdlpreheaaive look at fifteen thouaad 

'-r:l.ean tean--agera today give us added 11111:l.ghta into the raU,aloua prob• 

lama of tha adol~scent through their careful and minute breakdown of aaa, 

education, geosraph:lcal location, hoaia backgmund, and reUg:Loua affUia• 

tion. Tba numbers alven repreaut the per cent of fifteen tbouud pollecl 

1lho anavered ''yea" to the quaat:l.o11. 


