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addition %o tals admanishing in the daily intercourse of peoole,
Serinture states thet it can be effectively accomplished in the core
norats warsnip aervice, In fact, that in one of the reasons why
Christisns should comn thgether to worshlp frequently., Paul writes
of this to the Culosslans (3816=17)s

lat the word of Christ dwell in you riehly in all wisdoms

besening and admon?shing one another 1r nsalms and hymns

and soiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts

o the Lorde And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the lLord Jesus, giving thanks to God

o

and the Father by Hime
As Charistians sing and snesk in church worship cervices, they are
admoniehing and edifying the Christian brothere This same thing
hanpens when the pastor speale, for he is spealdng in the name of and
in the -iasce of the Christiens in the pwe The services of worship
can be effective means for sccomplishing this very necessary .
admoniening and edifying,

The paseace in Cologslans (3116=17) need not refer exclusively to
the oublle worshipe Howaver, worshlo services are certainly includods®3
The emohasis 1s on making the singing of evsry kind of sniritusl song
"a wehicle of religious instruction and ndmaniti:-n.“zh This can be
accomplished within (;1' outside the worship service. '

The uritsr &5 the Hebrews stresses this same note of admomition

taling plaee in the worship settinge Yet, at the same time he adds a

23Abrott, ope cite, Pe 2914

2"’1&. Se Pealce, "The Evistle to “hs Colossians,® 1%-_ Exnositor's
ng Comnany,

Oraclc Tectament (Crond Rapidst lme Be Eerdmang Publis
n.ﬂ.}’ Ifi’ g!ll‘
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New note that places vrgency on ths matter of the practice of Christian

admonitions (Hebrews 1037)e2%)

Aind let-us consider cne another to provoke unto love and

to mood uorited not forpaking the assesbling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some isj but exhorting ons another:
and eo meh Lhe more, as ye see the day avporoachinge

”
Uirysostom comments on thiss

For that day cometh so es a thief in the niphte. Hnowing this,
let wives exnort thelr husbands, snd husbands admonish their
wiveg; 1ot us teach youths and maidens, and all instruct

those uiich are to come, that we may be able also to obtain
thome=2

In order %> earry out the apostle's command \ve 21.:3), Christians
shouls not neslact such gatherings for worship and sncouragement,
especially in these last v:!m's.zs Christians aye to =ncourage one
another by oractice their Chaistiin love, "Since this is only nossibie
Wher common wership and fellowshin are maintained, the writer warns
them anainst follewing the examnle of abandoning such gatheringse"2rl

The urpency of this boainess of practicing Christian admonition

ig born of nn aschatologleal emphasise The note is always one of

2Bdnmn Chrysostom, "The ibomilies of Ste John Chrysostonm on the

Gogoel of S5t Joln,™ A S=lsct librarv of Nicene and Postelicene Fathers
of the Christian Ci,'ur;h (First gerieﬂTew Yorks The Uﬂrisﬁim Literature

Comsany, 1750), LIV, 172

26armua ledsy "The Eplstle to the !!ehrews5“ ihe Exnositor's
Gresk Togtament (Grand Rapidss Wme 3e Terdmans Yublisiing Company,

n.d.j’ :‘I"' 3’]7.

2T3ames “orfaf.h, ni Critical and Exepgetlical Cowmentary on the
Enigtle to the liebrews,” ICC (New Yoris Charles Seribner's Sons, 192h),
XXEIX, 146, o
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time runmning sut. Let Christians be about the business of building

up brother Christianse




CHAPTER II1
TH% WITNESS. OF TH® CHURCH
The Church Fathers

As the Christian gladly hears the witness of the Scrintures, so
15 he also ready to heed the example and witness of the saints who

In the pravious chapter, various words of Scripture:
The

have gone before,
regerding the practice of Christian admonition were adduced.
witnesz of the church of history and of today must now be heard.

From the very beginning, men of the Church havs been concerned
about a2 brother admonishing and praying for his Christian brother.
Aga'n and agnin the sarly Church fathers emphasize this in their
writings, Clement, Bishop of Rome in the late first century, enccurages
mitual Christian admorition in his epistle to the people of Corinth.
He t211s his readers that through this kind of mutual admonition the
whole group of Christiens is united to the will of God.l

In 1h0 A, D, The Pastor of Hermas speaks of th~ early Christians

praying for their brother's spiritual welfares The suthor specifically

states that the poor even prayed for the welfare of their rich Christian
brothers.? This indicates that there should be mo class distinction

1clement, "The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians,"”

The Ante-Nicene Fathars (New York:s Charles Scribmer's Soms, 1895)
T’ 21!;530 4 >

20Pastor of Hermas," The Ante-Nicene Fathers (New York: Charles
Seribner's Sons, 1899), 'Hﬁa.
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in the oractice of Christian admonition.

The Litursieal formulee recorded in The Constitutlons of the
Holv Anonbles have srveral instances of prayer being made for the
brethranes Theee writings contain orayers for the neuly enlightened
brathren that bhey might be strengthened in falth and also for the
older Uhpintians that they misht be kent in the fadth.3

ari tine in a sirilar vein in the early third century, Cyorian
exhorts his yeaders ¢5 prav for the brethrens Writing to the neculiar
situation of that ¢ime, he esnecislly asks his readers to pry for
the lanmed, ‘ousver, he includes also those who have nst fallen eway
that they »ight be ::tren;zt!mnpd.h Cynrian is very specific in gstating
that only orieste are parmitted Lo forszive sins, "ihence wa perceive
thslt only they wio are set ovar the Church and established in the
Zogmel law, and in the ordinance of the Loxd, are allowed o o » to
pive remission of mina."s A% one point, Oyprian goes so far as
to state that the power to remit sins ls reserved far the bishop who
stands In the snsstolic succession.6

In the third century the emnhasls regarding who is to admonish

3uConntitutions of tie iloly Adostles,”™ The inteellicene Fabhers
(Hew Torks Charles Seribner's Senz, 18961, i A inFE,-FB-

“Cv-rian, "The Foistles of Cyprian,” The “nte-Hicens Fathers
(Yew Zork: The Christian Literature Company, 15533;'ﬁf25ib.

SIbide, pe 371e
6Ibide, De 3%
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and forzive gine seems to be shiftinge Origen, writing in the first
half of the third century, shifts this obligation from the prissts
and hisnons alone o include slso the lay peoples i atates that
any Chriskian wio proceads according to the three staszes of admonition
of “stthew elshtesn has the rigit to retain the sins of those who
do not heed this admonition. His accent in the context, however, is
ol the fael that the main conecern of Christians is to gain and keap
the brother through sueh »a«'!memi.sh.i.m}:.7

Gneaking as a representative of the Eastern Church of the late
fourth eentury, Chryscstom has much to ssy in his sermons o nls
neople regarding their duty to sdmonish one another, He t=2lls his
tearers not ¢o spend too much time considering their own condition
of belne st free from sine Rather they are to be able to give God
ten of their Triends whom they have corrected,® This Patriarch of
Constantinonle snesks of the obli~stion to practice Christian ade
monition in the home, ile advises his hearers to make the nractice
of Chrintlan admonition a resular prectice in the family circle also,’

In order that his peonle might know exactly how to nractice

Caristian admonition, Chrysostom speaks very specifically ahout a

Top; ren, "Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew," The A_“!-E"‘“’-A"&
Fathors (Kew Yorkd Charles Seribmer's Sons, 1899), IX; L93-Glie '

8dohn Chrysostgm, "The ﬂomﬂ:lg on tha Egatueg to th? Feople of
Antioch," A Select .1bﬁg of the :lﬁgg and fogtelijc ‘athers of
h Goriesy Yow dork® Charles Scribner's

the Christian Chure rat
Sons, 1900 )y 1X, Fl, Hereafter this set will be referred to as NA,

91'.)5 e
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method of doi ng it

Heat thow wish to correct @ brothor? VYeeps pray unto Oodg

Lulcng him apert, admonish, oounssl, entrest himl « .+ o Show

blyy charity towsyds the slmner, Hersuade him that it ie

fron care and anxiety for his welfers, and ot from a wigh

W expoue himy that thou pubtest him in mind of his zin,
Cheymoston ashous his people whot a serdcus matter 48 the necessity for

r e ]

Gdnonishing che brother, He further deives home this point by showing

how serious a2 matter it ie not to robuke the brother when such a retule
18 celled fore e $ells his people thet uhon they do not admonish
they are hurting thenselves and their brothor alsc, "Seest thou that

the nob mebuldng those that sin 45 & donoce both $o the master and

the digpinlernll

fowevery this edusonishing must not be done just once and then
forgotion, Proguently in his writings, Chrysostom tells his readers
bt Wie admnisiing et be ropeated until the brother has bsen
perousded thet he must refrein from his sinning.1? He further points
oub that adusuisning & brobher in his sin end exhorting hinm to refrain
from sin should be s normel end aseasy as saying “Hello" or "(ood-
yee" 3 Liove all, Uarysootom advises his hearers nob to Do ashamed

to eontivve Lo admonish o4 brothors "For to bo continually reminding

3 .
"Uxhl idep Pe 130

ohn Curysoston, "The Homilios of Ste John CGueysostom on the
decond Epintle of St, Faul to the Corinthiang,” HIN (Pirst Seriesy
Hew York: Charies Scribnerts Sons, 1889), III,

120hwysoston, "The Homllies on tho Statues to the Feople of
‘.intioch.’“ DPe 5!1.1-52.

]3_._1.":1_11_:]_.’ e 425,
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men of {he gawe topiecs is not the fault of the speaker, tut of the

hearsy, b Carysoston acks his hearers to conolder God's dealings

with people and then follow God's examples

Zvery day Ood is addressing us, and we do not hear; and yet
“@ does not leave off speakinge Do thou, therafore, imitate
tiri=z tender care towards thy neighbours For tnis reason 1t is
that we are nlsced with one another; that we inhobit cities,
and that we meet together in churches, in order that we

may bear one mw‘r,!usr'n burdens, that we may correct one

ancther's sins.l”

fhove all, Chrysostom would have his hearers practice Christian
adusnition because of a love for the brotherel® The Christisn must
be herch and yet his love for his brother must always shine t.hrough.“

Psnecinlly 1s this true in the case of those who are already somewmat

-

For a lack of love in such a case might Just harden

broken in sairit,

the brother's heartel® Commenting on the “ord's words in fatthew

18415, Carysostom tells his hearsrss

ind He salth moty, "Accuse," nor "Charges him," nor "Demand
satisfaction, and an account,” btut, "Tell him of nis
fault,” saith Ha, For he 15 in a kind of stupor through
anger and shame with which he is intoxicateds and thou, who

1’:1"91&.’ Pe 37%

lsIh!.c!., Te 1!52.

28Jotn Chrysvstom, "The flomilies of Ste Jobn Chrysostom on the -
Pirst Evistle of Ste Paul the Avostle to the Corintnlans," NPH (First
Series; Mew Yorks Charles Scribtner's Sons, 1889), XIX, 266,

]:TJobn Chrysostom, "A Commentary on the 4cts of the Apostles
NPN (First Series; New Yorks The Christian Literature Company, 188

$9=1.00,

"
9), XI,

lies of St. John Chrysostom on the

18John Chrysostom, "The
Eoigtls to the Hebms:' NPN ?g:drst Seriesy New Yorks The “hristian

Literature Comoany, 1090); &1V, 396,
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art in health, must go thy way to him that is 111, and maks
the tribunal private, and the remedy such as may bs readily

recelivad,

Chrysostom often impresses it upon his he=arers that each one
needs the other. Uod made people in such a way that they need one
another %o supoly those things lacking in themselves.20 Thus when

one acdmonishes a brother, the brother should realize that sueh acdronie

tion is %5 Le reciprocated vhen such need arlsas.zl
Chrvaootom sugrests a unique arrangement which he wishes his

hearerz to employe o advises them to set up partnerships for this

matual a‘monishinge

Innsruch as we are of ourselves too listless, let us make
parinerships with each othery and pledge ourszelves to cone
tritute counsel, and admonition, and exhortation, and rebules
and reminigeence, and threatenings in order that from the
dilirenge of each we may all be amended,

Through all of this, Chrysostom stresses for his hearers that
the layman e¢=n and should practice Christian admonitions In fact,
he says that the layman can often do a more effective jJob of it than

can the naster bscause the layman meets his f'ellow man on a different

195onn Chrysostom, "The “omilies of Ste John Chrysostom on the
Gospel of Hatthew," NPN (First Series; New Yorks Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1688), X, 372

20John “hrysostom, "The Homtlies of Ste Joim ostom on the
Gospel of Ste John NEN (First Series; New Yorks The Christian Litere

ature Company, 1890); XLV, 67.

alchrysostcm, "The “omilies of St. John Chrysostom on the Epistle
to the Habrews," p., 505,

220hrveostom, "The Homilies on the Statues to the People of
Antioch,” p. k18,
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leval than dosg the pastor.®3
Ambrose, writing to Uhristiane of tha late fourth century, lays
an cbllgation upon them to admonish and renrove svan thoses brother

Caristiane who have commitisd =ortal sine,2l Ambrose pictures the body
of bellevers as a community of pecple medeaming the brother from sin

bty their tears of concerne

ind well is it said "Aurge,” for hs /Ehe sinner/ is purged as
hy certain things dene by the whole pe2ople, and is washad

in the tears of the multitude, and redeemed from sin by thg
weenineg of the multitode, and is purged in the inner mane?

Unless dmbross is referring to the Church as a redeeming community
in the senge that the mutual exhortin: of brothars in the Church is

an nvenue for the Gospel, the writer would have to disarree, since

Coriat iz the only Fedesmer from sine
luvustine, “ishon of fMpno in Africa in ths early fifth century,

urites to his provle in very strong words telling them how they are

to nractice Charistian adnonition, iz t=lls them that the volee of

chiding should have tones of terror, but at the same time the snirit

of love should always be evident.26 nLat us reprove with words, and if

23Chrysoston, "The Homiliers of Ste. John Chrysostom on the Epistle
tc the Hebrews,” pe 50L.

2hﬁnbrz:nse, "Tuo Sooks of Ste Ambrose, Pishop o7 Milan, Concerning
Repsntance,” NPN (Second Series; Orand Fanidss Wne. Be Eercdmans fube

lishing Company, 1955), X, 339
25Ibide, pe 32

25August.in. nSermons on Selected Lussons of the New Testament,”
NPN (First Series; New York: Charles Scribmer's Sons, 1903}, VI, 355.
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need b2 with soourges; « « « Jbut let/ gentleness . « o not depart
out of the hoort,"?! Auguetine goes on to say that if such discipline
18 relared; wickedness will jncrease and the Oarisiian people will be
decused bafore God_."‘-‘u

fowever, Augustine warns that Christians are not to be concerned
only with weproving and correcting the brother, Curistians are to
help the brother arend his sinful life, rather than merely to £ind

fault with 1e%” In elther case, whether one is aduonishing or helping

the brother to improve his life, the Caristian must be extremely

careinl. thet he-does not bscome prouds, He must never have the tone

of insult in his velee when reproving Wﬂ-cBo
Taleing exanple from the Loid Himsel§ Oaristians are to make

intercesaions for one anothers In addition to such preyer, Augustine

bids his resders continue to confess their sins to one another and

receive forgiveness for theie >k

Tho Reformation Fra

In the Frotestant Revolt of the sixteonth century, one hears
simiiar notes echiced which have been heard asince the beginning of the

Ohrictian Churche

2711‘)1(10, Pe 3056

2B1y34,
297bid., pp. 357=58. (8

3011d,, ppe 335=86s

311&ugutin "Tectures or Troctates on the Gospel agcording to
St, John," Hiti (First Series; Now Yorks Charles Soribner's Scns,

1908), VIT, 377
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Tre Martim Lubher, the driving force behind the sixtzenth century

Feformation, ¢elle his readers that ezch Christian, in addition %o

the oreschers and magtors, has an obligation to judge and rebuke his

sinnine brothere Th

32

3 n, -
SPoLleTe”*  Using

is iz cdone on ths basls of a love for that

the picture of a physician's care for a sick paraon,

“uther shiows whet Chrigilan amonition 18 to ba.

Look what 3 faithful ohvasician does with a sick childs
‘s doms not yan around among the people and broadeast it; but
* &5 the child and exawines his pulse or anvthing

al=e thet is necessary, not o gratify his pleasurs at the

eozt of the chlld, nor to make fun of ?}m. but with the

rood, honest intention of heloing him,

Luth»r olaced great significance on the universsl priesthcod of
each heliver; that each msn is a priest before God for himgelf and
aleo for his brothers Luther points out to his readers that they

should ronfess their sine 4n secret to their brother Christian. From
this brother Christ’an, they would receive aksolution, an absgolution

f God Hizself spoke it directlyedlt
in emchasizing the rights of the individual Christian, Luther

as valicd gs 4

never forgot the fact that the imdividual Christian 1s always a member
of a group or 2 body of Christians, In this Church, or Christemheit,

32yartin Luther, "The Sermon on tae }Mount,"” Luther's Works
(Saint Louiss Concordla Publishing House, 19565. X1, 223,

33“".6., Pe ,B.

Uxartin Luthor, "The Batylonian Captivity of the Church,”
orks of Martim Iuther (Philadelohia Edition; Philadelohias Muhlenbarg

Press, 1903), 11, 252, U2ie This set herearter referred to as Fhils,

Aty ]
i
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the prayers snd ecod works of all must ssrve to stremgthen and halp
esch individunle3® Ihs individual is naver alones The group bears
the sins and paine of the individuale “rom the group, the individual
receives styen "’:.3'1.3’5

Ore uther laid sreat emhaszls on the values received in the
bora's cuppsr. One of these volues is that the individual there takes
is needs and wesknssses and in return receives the strengthening of
his Calth,

@ need Lo come tomather to snkindle such a falth in one

ansthcr Ly exasple, orsyer, oraize, and thanksgiving, as
I have sal¢ above, and taveuh the cutward seeing and receiving
of the sacrament and testament to move each other to the

inereaze of tois faithe
Thue Chirist, in Lile wanner, shares {is strength with Cuistians. 4s
Christians partake of Christ in this Supper, 8o aslso Unristians pare
tske of one ancthers The entire groun of the spiritual body sunnorts
the tndividual s

AlL of the gifts that God hes given the individual, luther says,
are %o be used for bhe upbuilding of the Christian, These gifis were

not given for the pleasure of that individual, but for the edifying

3kartin buthery "A Brief Explanation of the Ten Commandments,
the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer,” Phila, Ed., II, 373.

36y tin ugher, "The Fourteen of Consolation for such as h’boﬁl"‘
and are Heavy Laden (Tessaradecas Consolatoria), " Phila. Ede, I, 157=66.

3Miartin Lather, "A Treatise on the New Testament, that is, the
HOJ’ Haas," Palla, E‘-ﬂ., I. 319‘200

3BMartin “uther, "A Trestise conceming the Blessed Sacrament of
the Holy and True fody of Christ and concerning the Brotherhoods,"
Ph'!lﬂlﬂ.’ II. 13, 21. 26.
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of many individuals.3? Taose strong in faith are to support, underzird,
and earry the weak in faith, just as the skeleton carries the ﬂ.eah.ho
fienno Simons, n member of the 1sft wing of the Reformation and
A contemnorary of ‘Up, luther's, is very emnhatic in his writings
regarding Christian sdmonition, Hs points up that this sdmonishing
ghoule he done immediately, before the Christian sats, sleeps, or

doen anything elne, The soul of a brother is in grave danzor.u

The lutheran Confessions

The Confesaional Writinge of the Lutheran Church mention the duty
of mutual adw nition among Christian. Christiana are undar an obliza=
ton 5 reprove evil in a sense similar to thet obligation under uhich
Fovernments are placeds, The Christian is not to gossip aboud the
frror of hls brother, but rather hs is to reprove 18,42  In addition
t> speaking of the necensity for the Christian to renrove the evil of
fis brother, The Formula of Concord also urges the Christian to exhort

his brother to a mors diligent practice of good worksU3

39mther, "The Sermon on the Mount,” p. 218,

LOMartin wuther, "Commentary on Pealm 90," nluimy'__'! Works (Saint
Louis® Concordia &) ub]'.tshing House, 1956), xIIi,  an

Yltenmo Simons, "A Kind Admonition of Church Discipline,® %
Complete liritings of Memno Simons (Scottdale, Fenmsylvanial fiera

SE, 9 4 F) -, [

U24artin uther, "The Largs Catechism,” Tr ordiat
Symbolical Books of the Eve Lutheran Church P o e
Fublishing House, 1921), 659.

W3nFormula of Concord," Trislot Co :ﬁm
of the Eve lutieran Church (Saint &Jsl aanco a ng 8

19217, %51,
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Although the public minister usually absolves, the Tractatus
8peaks of th: layman beeoming a pastor of another in a case of emere
sency Bl 1y The Smaleald Articles, the mutual conversation and conso-
Intion betwasn brother Caristians is sooken of as an avemue for the
Gospels It is linked up with tas Word spoken in the publiec preaching,

Bastiam, and the Sacrament of the Altardi®
The Zutheran ChurcheeHissouri Syned

Taroush the vears, the Church has contimued to urge her menmbers
to oractice mutusl Christian adronitions The Lutheran Church--iissourt
Synod of the twentieth centery has also written some articles on the
"ractice of brotherly Chrigtisn admonitions

fgain the asme emphesis is glvens The Christisn, in admonishing
his brother; is to be very flrm and harsh, but, at the same time, the
admonished brother mst realize that all of this is a sign of love
from his brothsre OStern hatred for sin and yet love for the nerson
of the sinner must always be evidenced,’6 The brother must never be
led ©o think that a Chrlstian is being unbrotherly in admonishing him.

o l!‘hPhiIiP Hislanchthon, "Uf the Power and Jur.lsdgt-lon ofcﬁshﬂ“’ﬂs"
Iiolot Concordias The Spsbolical Books of the Eve ran Shurch
(Saint. Loulss Concordla rubilshing House, 1921); 523s

MSiartin Lu 8 |
ther, "The Smaleald Articles,” Triglot Concordlas The
%um’mlw Books of the Ev, lutheran Clurch saTnt Losist Concordla
blishinz House, 1921), I%le
¥64a1ter H, Bouman, "The Practical A-plication of Matthew 18315-18,%
Concordia Theologrical Honthly, XVIII (March 1947), 190.




