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l . 

To cleatroy a i:,lant we must pluck it, up by t.be roo,a, and to armi-
........._ / / 

bilate an. inatit Lltion we mLlat take from 1t, t,be src:und. u_pon wbioh it rea1ia. 

Realizing the trLlth of this .1-ri:noi,.,le the toeat ot Chrialiianit.y haft a~

taclmd 11ia tundmD9ntal cioo"trinea. ~h~ ba.v e, however, alwar,a been oon-

1oioua ot the tact tha~ the touncia"tion upon which all Chriat.ian cloctrine 

reata ia• the ciootrine ot univera.u reciem!'t.ion by whioh man 1a ,Pl'omiaecl an 

eternal lite. I>eing unable lio wrench lihia cioai.rine itaelt, the heart of 
• 

Divine Bevelation, out, of r.he Si::Lored Writings, the., have ena.e&voreci r,o 

rend.er it, voici anci .metminglesa by cienying a. lite beyond the grave. For 

1 t this cioo ti'i ne is a me re eo1,1,1\)' shell ho lei ing b.. i i. nor. 11. gri:li n ot truth. 

it this doctrine is a. mere inven r. ion or ort.hocio.x. "t,heologiana, ungrounied 

wid unfounded in Scri~t. 1.1res, then t.l1ere is l :iO neeo. tor tL savior. a de

liverer from a f11ture trwisseJ:7,1.\lahrl.l.l life of o.mir~"t,ion ano. aboairu.liion 

t.o a future li:fe of bliss. the cioct.rine of' a t\u;u.re life is indeed an 

article •atant.is et cadent.is ecclesita.e•; for if 1-:. fca.lls to the gro1md. 

then Chris"titmit.y is ia. lost ctW&e. It. is a.nci c:1,lwa;ys will l"Ellll.in lirue 

wb&t St. Pau.l sa_ys: •1r iu thi&:1 life only we htLv e i'lol)e in Christ.·, we are 

ot all men most. miserc:a.ble 11 .,(1Cor.lb,l9). ~neretore from t.he 81:.i.l"lie&t. 

times thia Chria"tian hoi:,e hus been r.ne 011t.r. of ta.t.tack. St.. August.in• 

already said: •~o do otrine of lioh e Chr itn,ian fa.1 t.h ia so vehement. ly and. ao 

obstinately opp)ed tJ.S the aocliorine of t.he resur.rec"t,ion of the flesh.• r. 
Th.ere are chiefly r,wo tendencies, which (kl.ll fort.h such antagonism 

against this doctrine, tha.lio of lihe ".Diesseir.a-:<eligion• tLnd t.hE.l.t. or 
2-. 

Evolution. ~he at.tacks of t.he 11J>iesseir.a-.ii.eligion• a.re 11.a old. 1:1.s t.he 

history of' Christian Dogma.. '.Chey were alreaay mc.a.cie by t.he Stt.d.ci.uceea, 
U I • ~~~•·._~ ...... .._. ....... .,.,....., _. • ..,.., ... ~...__..,_. -•--..-.,_, ........ ...._ ....... ...-~..._.~ • ...,. .. ...,,..,,._ 

1. tn Pa. lxxxviii, sermo ii n.6. 

2. A religion wbi ch tiea.ohes hecA.ven on e~t.h, anci which _provides tbr 1111111 

only u.p to the gr&.ve. 
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whose theology waa a religion within tm limita ot aenaat1on, and who 

were eaeentially rationalieta, denying tba exiatenoe ot anpla, apirita, 

and immortality and henoe also t.ba reaurreotion ot the boqy to a tuture 

lite. '-beir ra.tionaliam ia very clear from iit,. 22,23-28. ~ jspicureana 

and Stoica took exoept,ion to the doctrine of reaurreotion u _preached by 

Paul (Acta 17,18.32). Tbare must, htA.ve been such even in the congregation 

at Corinth, who denied a reaurreoliion (lCor.15,12). Ano. ever ainoe t.here . 
baa been an unbroken line of opi:,onenta to thi11 01:1.rdinal ClJri stian doctrine. · 

Those who denied tm immorta.li t,y of the soul. naturally had. no place tor 

auoh a teaching i likewise t, hose who• _like Pla. to, reprded the bocv- as tha 

priaon of the soul, and. dea.lih as an e&cfll..iJe from the boncuage ot mLtter • 
..,,t:,.t , 

Othera,~ho on aooou.nt ot their princi1>les have denied this doctrine, were, 

Gnoatics, .llaniahuana (who looked upon a.11 matter aa sinful) Jla.roionites, 

Socinians 1 Priscillianists, Catha.ri, Albigenaea, Unitarians, Swedenborgi

ana, modern materialist• anci Pantheists. All of these deny resurrection, 

and the most of them be ca.use t hay are ax_ponent.a ot ca. religion ot tbia :pre

aent world only ana. gLlilty of the t,ena.enoy of uie •Dieaaeita-.Religion•. 

lloat ot them endeavor to do fNNf.t.Y wi~.tl t,he o_p~sition whioh Sorip"Gures ot

ters them by tearing a.wq the prop upon which the whole doctrine res1;a 1 

namely the msurrection of Chriat and »oint, wit.h }irio.e to the aup~secl 

tact thi:a.t in the Old 'testament., which is o.laimad to be God's Word u well 

u the New 
I 

no tra.oe of a doctrine of a tLlture lite is found. Hence it 

hu qu.it.e generally become an accepted. faet w11ih such r,eo9le that the Old 

Teatament knows of no life beyond t,he retLlma of ci.e1:1.th. 

In their endeavor the exponen'ta of the •Diesaei1ia-Religion• have been 

powerfully supported by tm theory of evolution. Evolution esp,cially 'bll.a 

beooma t.ba watchword of modern sohola.rs. :.:bis t.heory baa been applied not 

only to the ,Physical 111.0rld, to the universe, to man's physical and mental 

ll&ke-up, but also to man• a oivilization tllld cw. t,11re, his eduo1:1.tion and in

•ti tutiona. In aooordti.nce tharewilih the evolutionary theory ms given a 

IZ'eat impetu.a to a stu.~ of oompar~1;1ve religion, w.bich _places the 



the Cbriatian rel:l:gion on a ;par wd.th the rest ot thBm. :a.'h1.1a ~ .Bible'i..a 

beooma tl'Ja obJeot ot evolutionary surgery, .beirJg vi•ed both a.a a pieol ~ _.,_ 
literature am a oode ot religious teaahinga. It ia well known how the ad-

herents ot tba aouroe-hypothesis (Q.uelleneypotheae) have r.orn t.he Sorip

turea to shreds in order to make t.hem tit the laws ot literary evolution. 

In a like manner also the doctrines are said to have evolved grad.ual.q. 

Religious oonoe_ptions are aa.id to h&.ve~me ever more md more developed 

aa the minds of men grew ri_per and ril)er. 11lua 1 t ia olaineci that Israel 
.5 •aa at first a nomad tribe, an 11ncivilized 'b&l.nd of herd.amen given like the 

, rest ot roving tribes to polytheism, and tm.t by 111d by it oame to the 

higher de:veloped stage of a monotheis.tio religion~ '.!:he polytheism in Is

rael should have bad -cha or\ss form of animism, tetiBhiam and totemism:"" 

... 
.... 

______ ._._..._..__.._..__.i.,_., __ ._. ________________________ , ,, · i 

3, •The nomad theory rests on the critics' own assumptions, and ia ot no --~ torce against the indict:a.tiona of the history itself. Jloses was not a nom-1, 

but is figured a.a "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians•. Joseph and 

his family were not· nomti.cla, am the posit. ion of the .iiabrew in Egypt under 
. 

Joseph' a regime must ha.ve been one of great honor anci influence.• Orr:'.L"he 

Problem of the Old '.testament, p.?9. 

4. But this does not hold good with any religion. '.Lhe change in :mligion 

ia alwqs one of de-ceriora.tion. In every otLBe monotheism ,I,reaea.ea poly• 

theism. Lea.st of a.ll does this ta,ppl.y to ·the C:tristian religion of which 

all other religions are deviations. 

5. "Bei der&.r~igen .Anna.hmen sohtMJt.Zt man uebrigens ciie Denkkra.ft. dea 

trueheren Jlenaohen so niedrig ein, da.sz dieae Binaobaetzung im aahrotten 

': 

Widerapruoh zu den ~atsa.ohen der Kulturgeaahiaht.e Bliebli.. Koenig: 'fh~og~-

dea Alten Teat., p.32 (cf. a.I.so ,Pt.Lrag. 11-13) • 



Bol4tng thle view na turall! _!:f'fecte the view bald. on every otmr SorJptur

&l teaching. Aa Dr. Charles aqa:•an this oonoeption hinges u1.t.1-.te]¥ . .. , 
l"f'ery other religiows conoeption ot t,.be nation. And aince tbia vi• Y-:. 
teota every doctrine of the Old ~eetament, every dootrir• ot The Old 'lee

tament must be made to fit thia new. It 18 ol&imld therefore by or1t,1oe·; ,,,.,, 

◄ that all the doctrinal element a ot the O.ici Teat.wnent, harmoniz~ w1. ~ t ·hi• · ·• 
. ... 

L evolut, ionary 2V' potb eaia, and again ~ey poin r, wi 'Lb ·a note of triumph to the 

doctrine of a future life. Here, they aa:,, we hwe a oleta.r exam,PJ.e ot evo- 't 
7, 4. ~ 

• lutionary devel.opment ~ If the conoe,Ption of a reaurreor.ion ia found a.t, ail. 

it ia found only ia the very la.teat wri t.inga, anci. t.bere only in i-r,a germs • 

.But before procee.i111g to let Scri_ptu.rea speak tor t.hanaelves, we must 

define ·ou.r own _point, of view. Vie t,otw.ly reject ~ claims thta.t there i1r no 
• I I I I ft O ft L ft ft I C C O O C c o n c C C ■ n ......... , ___ _ 

6. Dr. R.H. Charles: A Critiotal. History of tbe Doctrine of a Fu:ture Lite';i;.2 J 

7. •How comes it that in t. he a eoond. cen t.lU"Y B. C. t.he cone eption of t.be ~terjl 
world is mainly moral and re tribu.t.ive, whereas from the fourth cen tu.ry ~ok 

to lloaea• time it, is non-mor&.l, being ifl fact a ~iece of ~ure Semitic 

heu.theniam. 
-.e... 

'.L'his cha.nge of cor!OeJ:)t, ion is ma:L nly due to mono the ism.• Charles 1 

A Ori tica.1. History or ~e Do ot.rine ot a Fu.ture Life, pp.2-3. 

The ideas about r.he tutu.re life which .,;.revtl:1.lec:i in the et1.rlieat t,imea 
,_.,'II 

and were current indeed in some degree down to the second cent,ury B.C. were 

r 111 many respects common t.o Iar~l and to some ouier Semitic nt1.t.iona. Thllf' 

. were not the outcome of ar,y reveld.t.ion. '.i:hey were survival.a. Wit,b tbeae 

en tique el.ement.s advtll'laing thought, wu at, a trite aenwriea before it auo-
. J.., 

· oeeded in completely expelling mem &rJd in tu.rniabing in their a tead a doc-
. r ....:..C. 

trine ot t,he f'utu.re lite in ha.mo:ny wi t.h its own oh~ci1,ot,er. Suob a ciootrine 

though foreshadowed in the aa.riier l.1terar.u.re was not de~init,ely taugbr,~111 

tbe fourt.h century B.c.--.Enoyolo)i,&8d.1a Diblioa. Sub.Eacha.t.ology. 

• I 



reaurreotion taught in the Old 'Xestament. Likewise • deny tm.t this doo

trine OIIDe into existence by a.n evolutiona.ry .(,rooeaa, due to the ad.veoini 

o1Y1lization and mental. growth of the Israalitio race. Bevertheleaa we ad

mit and. adhere to the stateant. th11.t. revel~t.ion Wl:iB progreaaive. .B1.1t, even 

\hia statement ommot, ~e a.dmi ;.ted. w1 t.bout a limit.ing definition. Revela

tion was progressive only a.a far as oletLrness ot religious oonoeptiona ia 

oonoerned. '.I.he essential oonoeptions themselves, we 00nt,end, were there 

from the very beginning. 
a. 

And. even t.hen the _pi,:,gress in cleai-ness ia not as 

great as might seem from the rel:Lding of the Old iestament.. In the divine 

books as they lie bef'ore us there is ir.la.eeci a very marked progreaa in --alearneas of doctrine bu.t mu.ch of this progress is d.ue not. to new religioua 

idea.a which God. gave to his people, bu.t to the f'aot tbta.t it be·came necea

aary, the tu.rt.her mar, got away frorn the period in the Garden of Ed.en, to 

write t,heae t hinge ci.own f'or t.he coming gener&.t.ions. l'he patriarchs of old 

had their knowledge of theology anci t.a.ught. this theology. And if this ia

triarchal theology htLCi been writ.r.en tLt the t.ime in it,s com_pletenesa we 

woulci. most ,Probably htLve a mu.ch clearer light. on whtLt. t.he early children of 
1'& 

God believed. Then t.oo we JjlUSt. oear in mind thc&.t t.he mture of many of the 
...:. 

Old Testament writ.ings brings wit,h ili thtA.t. the doctrinal elements are noli ao 
,I 

much in the foreground.. u1w, yeti most. of t.he Old Testament writ.ings tLr" of 

historical. nature and not, in t.he form of cioctrinal treatises. Thua e.g. 11• 

have in t.he acoounli of t.he cre.:&.tion i:111 hi11toriot1.l acoou.nt.. It, was not. the 

intent anci pu.rpoae of .ioses t.o begin in Gen. 1,1:•In t.he beginning God waa 

al.re~ in axis t,enoe. He i a an et.er nta.l uod. ne is a God of a uch anci such 

d.esoription. • Nei t.har wc:a.S it. neceusory for the &tLcreci writer t,o do thia, 

tor t.hese things were known and. 1:1,oce,1.-r,ed by hi u readers, who had been in-.. 
atruct.ed orli.l.ly by their fo.reftt.t.hers. lllevertheleas this doctrine of God is 

-' 
found in the acoou.nt of oretLt.ion. It. neoeaaaril.y liea in the background and 

the hiatoriol:l.l. a.ooowit of God' a oretLtive tLOt.s of necesaiy,y abowrfor t.h the 

nature ~ grb.lldeur of God, his omr1i_.;.ot.enoe 1 eternity, wisdom, etc. And. ao 

j' 

l 
.. 

.. 
ii 
I, 
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it 1a tmt in moat .oaaea doctrinal element• a.re brought to rth in the 014 

!e■tllllleDt wri'tinga as they are linkeci. in&e.Pti,rllbly wi'lib the colB"ae ot hiaior,. J 

Therefore, turning to the do o,rine ot resurrect.ion, we hold. that "tbe ..,,_,. 
dootrine •• assen ti1:1.l.cy 1:1, ,Pa.rt ot tbe faith ot tbe patriarch& ot olcl, t,bl.t 

,although there is progress of revela.tion in tbe cl earneaa ot 1Dia doctrine, 

the true oonoa.,Ption ot a future lite ia nevartbeleaa a i,an, ot the teaobing 

of the 014 Testament, that t.he doctrine ilieelt 1• to be found. in t,ba 014 

hatament and. not me.re.ly the germs. How aomaone mig~ say: •·toa are be-

oomin,i guilty ot t.he same thing ot wm.ch you. are 11.0ouaing you.r 01-ponenta. · 

~ You are lecl by a tencienoy a.a well as they who hold. the 0.P.POB1 te vi•.• ll{bll.t 

migbt be true to u. certain ext.ant.. .but our t.encienay 111 Justified while~ bat 

ot the opponents is absolutely unfounded.. We belieYe thtdi there 1a auoh a 
- -:I 

doctrine in the Old Test.wnent., in the ti rat. ,Plta.oe, beota.wse the .aliew ieatament 

treats this :f'aot a.a self-evident. ~hias cioot.rine JDW1t be tou.nci in t.ha Old 

Tea1;ament theology, becau.se ot the whole purpose ot Script.urea. Speakinsf ot 

1ihl Old Teat,ament Scri_pt.ures, Pa11l ea.ya to ~imothy, tbat t.hey are ·able to 

make him •wise unto sa.l.v1:1.tion t.brough fa:lt,h in Cbria't. Jesus• (l'.lim.3,15). 

It tm Old Teat.ament, ha.d. this im,ll()rta.noe tor .1.imotey, it. cert.a.inly hll4 tbe 

aame tor the ·believe.rs in Old Teat.ament. times. Also t. mr, ooulci cxu:1e tf.-c'tt.i~b! 
C': • 

in Christ Jesus anci t.hrough him gl:lin a&J.vt..t.ion. From the "t.eatimony oi~i~ri,P• 

turea w~ know lihat t.he sG!nt.s under t.he Old. Dispensation have been aavei/by 
-2.-~; 

the aume faith as that by which we m.ve to be in the .Uew Covenant (Rom.4,2-3; 

Gal. 3,6-'7i John 8,56; Ja.s. 2,ft3). 'ibe ail.l.V&liion ot which Paul apeaka to 

Timothy ia the glorious lif'e beyond the ah&d.owa ot death. And also the pa

triaroha must have seen et.ernt&.l life u t.he go~l ot t,heir fc1,it,h or elae it 
I.A 

11 1 would apply to them what Pau.l sqa 1· Cor • 1.5 , 19: • It in this 11 te only we hav■ 

hope in Christ, we are of' all men moat, miaemble.• 'l'hat tbia •• t.he 01::1&e 
,,..t-: 

: ia etteotively argued in me 11th cht1.l)'t.er ot Hebrewa,w .8-19. B~ mt 0-:17 
;. cloea the .Hew 'ieatament presL1p~se such a. dooli.rine in 't.he Old ieat11111nt. It 

· •tatea in Just ao many words tl'at there 111 suoh a conoel}t ion under tl'Je Old. 



_,,_ 
Dia»enaation. Christ our Lord himself arguea thia _point w1 th the Slldclu;re8 

It. 22,29-32, (llk:.12,26-2?; Lk.20.,37-38) and in hia azgument he add.uoea 

proof from the earliest Olci Testament writi11ga. 

These are just the main insta.noea in whiab -the Jin ~•tament pointa*to 

a cloatrine ot resurrection in the Old Testament. ~o bring them &ll wmld 

1DYolve a lengthy diaouasion (of. alao John ll,24i lit. 13,43; Lk.14,14; 
.ti,. 

Jlt.11,'I; Lk.18,31.33; 24,26.27; lilt.12,39-40; Acta 13,33-3'1; 3,2?-28; Rev.21, 
-:ti.., 

4; John 5,39). Those ad.ciuced show sutfioiently that libare is 1:1. resurrection 

ot the dead taught in t 1'B Ol<i Tes liament. 1u.Jt-
In view o t this fact we a.n• juati-

flecl in going to the Old ·.i.:e~ t.am6nt. not only wit.h & tencienoy but w 1th the 

firm and well founded hope of finding lihere me doctrine of 11. tutm-e lite. 

Viewing the Ol<i Testament. E&.s a. whole we .must concl wie th H.t the doc-

"' trine ot a future lif'e is an essent.ial elemenli of it. Biblical theology ia 
. 

a well formed and ir!Ciivisible unit. N~ single doctrine oan be taken from 

it without doing injury to lihe resli of tne te1:1.chings. It lib:refol'e the 

doctrine of the resurrection is wrenched tran lihe Old ,estament this cannot 

remain withou-i:;, effect u_pon otmr doc t.rines. '.L'his the cri liics fully realize 
---.,.(. 

and tha.t is just what they Wc.&nt.. therefore they unre II.do nab ly argue backward. 

Sinoe, 
<G-,;,., 

they sav. thit:J doctrine of the resurrecliion is not found in the early 

writings and since it. came into existence oy a. slow. evolutionary l,ll"oceaa, 

this muat be true al t10 of all other religious oonce_pti ons. .a.bus they <ieny 

the tacts and \.Conclude that the doctrine of uod .must hf.I.Te undergone t..ba-;}ar:JS 

evolutionary process cegirming wi t.il the most _primitive conceptions of' poly-

, theism.I' '.l.'his is, however, in reality .., denying of' fa.Olia. '.alJe tact ia thiit 
¼ I I I t I ft p p I I e e p I p p I I I I f I I al I I I I I I I e I ,1 P ■- I 

8. Kant goe• ao far as to Sa¥: •Da. nun ohr1e G.l.~be an ein kuentliiges Leben 

gar keine Religion geda.oht warden ktlDn so ent..ba.elt 4aa Judantwn gar keinen 

Religtonsglauben.•--Rel. der Vernunft, p. 177-1?8. 

:. 

• 
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- ra41oal ori tioiam seeks to eliminate tm :moat oharaoter1atio feature"" in 

llrael' • religion, that while all t.be aurround.ilJg tribes were wallowi11g in 

\be mirea ot polytheism, Israel worshiped the one true God., tba gmat three 

ln one! The first chtl.l)ter ot Genesis ,Presents t.m God ot Iar•l as tba tri

une God., the maker ot bea.ven and ea.rt,h, by wboae almighty hand all things 

were made, besides whom there is no other God (of. alao the first ol'mman4-

ment). Thia tact must remain t1.11d we are foroed to begin our argument at 

thia point. With the true oonce,Pt.ion of God the true conception ot a lite 

beyond tbe grave goes hand in hand. 

lbe Pentateuch. nii s must be born in mind especially in oonaidsring the 

Penta.teu.oh, although it, applies to the ent,ire Scriptures. 
of lhis cicc i.rine 11,.o,. 

Jor we 1111st ELdmit that there is no little obacu.rit~in the Pentateuch. There 
.. --tr-....ct,. 

la, in faot, no dist,inct,, ex_plicit, teaching of esohatoloSY in me Pent,ateuoh. 

'J.ba reason tor this is• htard to state. .Nevert,heleliis it pravea ao mu.oh, that 

it Israel's religion had develo~eci alongsicie of the heathen mligiona, we · 

would t ind in it the so-called .Egy ,titian resu.rre otion. But lioses evidently 

atears clear o'f this wrong and heut,henish concept.ion. The ao-oalled Egyp

tian doot,rine of resurrect,ion, wtaa not. a doc,rine of resur motion at t.11, 
10. 

but. a doctrine of resusci ta.tion tor which there was absolutely no ~om in 
-~ 

aori_ptura.l writings. 'l'hen t,oo , as s a.1 d be fore, the m,. 1iu.re ot the Pen ta.teuoh 
rbJ. 

brings with 1 t, tha. t this doctrine htl,S no gretA.t, em,Ph1:1&is on it. It is otl:1et-
1'¥<• . 

ly an historical account relating the events which ooourred to God' a l80P1•, 

Plaoint; the id.ea. of tbs u-od chosen race into t,h6 foreground and the ooncep,.._,_ 
tion ot the individual more (thou.gh not anti.rely) into the baokgrou.ncl. B'ev

--C.V
erhlieleaa, although t.his doclirine is obscure, ir. hi:a.s not been omitted entire-

. ~ 

ly. It is connected inaepar1:1.bly with r.he cioctrine of God. '.i.be ~ov,er ot God. 

and His loving kindness to ma.n bring with lihem tht.t He 111 a God, who raises 

the dea4!'- this ia .1:>recisely the line of argument followed. by Christ in 
• 

, : cf.° :theo • • ~.;_,,;,.:, • V~l :viii , 2l; ; t;;; Jehovah in Prophe 1'1o Dqa a :i:1'1~ • ~it\ 
l0.JC¥le: lroaes and the Monument.a, _pp.198 ft. 

~l.Ct. Henga'tenberg: Bei traege zur .Einl. ins A. T. III, 571-f»72. 



refutation of tbe Sac:lduoeea (Jlt.22,23-32, llk.12,18 ft, Lk.20,27 ft). 'Dia 

Sa4cluoeea, who denied a naurreotion, endeavm-ed to ahow tha irr-.tioliality 

of a reau1Teotion by bringing forth a :t\Ypotbet10.:i. Olllle. by tl'y to ahow 

tbat tbia clootrine ia out ot harmony with the Levirate • law of ••••• ao

oorcling to which the brother ot a man, who ha8 cl1ecl md left hi■ wife 

without ohildren, should. marry the widow •anc1 r-1,ae up aeecl unto hia 

brotbar•. i'hey oi ta a :tvpo-me tio&l. ol:l8e in whiah t ha -woman w11.a thlla the 

wite ot seven brolihera. Ancl then they a&k, 1n order to ake thl cloowne 

of the resurrection ridiouloWI: •111 the reaLLrreotion ·mo»e wife ab.11.ll she 

be of t.he seven? tor they i.J.l had her.• Cbriat. iherm,POn :point a out to 

them tmt they err both in denying t.h&t. ~here ia 11, reaurreotion md in thl 

oonoe_ption of the ma.nner ot resurrecr,i on. ~bl ti rat only ia ot value to 

ua here. ~air error wt&& ciue not t.o a neglect ot Boripturea ( i.e. tbl 

Old Testament) to tet1.oh t hie cb otrine, but to their ignor1a11ce of Scrip-

tural dootrine. And. t.hia ignorunoe 1& not an ignormoe of the minor de

tail• but ot the ou t.at.and.u.1g tea.tu.res ot Ol.o. ires t1U11Bnt t.each1Dg 1 the doc

trine de Deo. "Ye do err, • aq s He, •not kr1ow ing the Sori~turea and 5he 

power ot God." '.i.bei r a tu.cw of Scriptures, •!Al oif ioally of the Pent, ateuoh. 

which they had ci ted 1 should au.rely m.ve giveri tmm ~1• oonviotion that 

God baa power over the realms of death. For tbia 1a stated .Dt.32 1 39:•aee 

now that 1 1 even I, tllD he and t.here ia no Goci wiui me; I kill am I make 

alive; I wou.nd, and I heal: neither ia there any tba.t oan deliver out of 

114Y· han4.• Likewise th.,- could have m&de the aame o.eduoi.iona f'romthe nar- ·I 
rative of' Isaac's ot.rering by Abraham (Gen.22,1-10) which the writer of 

Hebrews lll!Lkea, ruunely, tmt •oy ta.:l. t.h Abraham When he 11:a& tried, of'fu'ecl 
-'L 

up I■&aoi and he that had reoei veci the ;.iromiae ottexed up hia o~ bego_tten 

■on. ot whom it was Si:i.id, ~t 1n Iaaao ah&J.l thy seed be aaJJ.ecl: aoooun1:tq 

that God•• able to raise him u.,1>, nen from the dead,• (Bebr.11.1'1-lV). 

!hia muoh they must then udmit, that t:tla Old 1'8atament, ai,eoitiol:i.l.ly the ., 
· Pentateuoh, teaches" God in wbose I,ONer it. ia to r1a,iae the deld. '.I.be Lord 

• 
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I 
• ! 

• ' i 
' then proceeds to ■how t, .br:i.t this ciootrim ia not out of h&mocy with the 

Levirta.te l.• ot ma:.rriaage, since them 1a.re no lm'll'Tit1.gea 1n buaven (v.30). 

But not only does the Pen tu.t.euoh t81:iLoh t.he ability of God io r atae the 

'd. ' 

dead. It also present.& llim as a Uod of love, aa one who ia willing to per

form this act. Jesus proceeds: •But. t:a.B °'ouching th6 nsurreotion ot the 

dead, have ye not ret.d tha.'t which waa •~ken W'lt.o you by God, &llf'iJJS, I am 

the Godot Abraham, a.rui t.m God of I&EiAo, and t.m Goo. of' J110ob? God ia not 

the God of the de1:1.d 1 but of' the living• (vv.31-32). Cbrist. here ~Jnt■ to 

a number of .Ptl.l"a.llel Old ~est.G1Dent. ,1.t1.asi.gea of' which ha aeleot.a a;reciti

oally th~ 8i11Socie of' Moses at t.he burning bush (E.x.od.3,6 {~· t.t:ese w orda of 

God were spoken l.ong aft.er t.he three ,10triarchs baci been assembled to their 

fathers. They we1'e dead as f' ar Ea& the rest. of' mta.nkind waa concerned. :Out 

that they should be deud for6ver is ir,oom,i,a t.ible wi t.h Ooci' a at.atemen t. He 

cannot, be u. God of t.he de1a.d. .lier~e, if he calla himself' the God of' the de

parted, they must. st.ill be living. For coamunion of' the believer with God 

ia an essential. t.e~ohing of the Old 'leatwnent., and this bonci is indissol

uble, even dec:..th cannot sever it.. :i.he&e men live as f'a.r as their soul ia 

concerned and shall finally_ be miaed again. wir death is but. a state 
. 

ot sleei;. God expresses l.1.is willingness, yes His i11t ent anci iUrpose to 
13 

raise them by calling liin1self liheir God. Her~e atl tbose r,assagea wmre 

God calls lli1nself" the God of mortal man are cl.ear Olci teatwnent }:roof tor 

the doot,rin& of' a. resurrection. '.&:ha.t. Chr iti t here proves only i:amort.ality 

of the soul from t.he Old 1.est.ament. ia ou~ ot the quesliion on a.ooount ot the 

. 

,. 
a • I ■ ft•._ a I al I I 

• • .. • • • I e e e e e ! 
rt ■ lllhl ------~ 

12. Dr. F. Pie~er: Chri~t.liche DogIDi:11,t.ik III. ~.601. 

13. Inoider,i.W:ly we hfA.ve here &. olea.r case where uod d•ls with individual.a . 

very apecificaa.lly a.nci not with the n1a,t.i on a& t.a. whole. 

! 

i 

' 
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.. , ,, 
repeated use of the word "resurrection• (, C!(.'ftli'?'~6LS). 

1 . 

1hia argument of Christ shoulci. suffice T.o ,..rove t.he resurrection from 

·the Pentateuch. And. it w1:1.s aufficie.n"w to silence Christ's op-'°nent.a. ~is 
. 

doctrine was their stronghold anci. if t:r.ey were versed in anything, they-;ere 
'11,; 

versed in arg~nta for their contentions. llievertheless Christ •ba,d .i;,ut the , 

Sadciuoees to 1;1ilence •. .He nee deci no flU'th er ~o;:, al though tmre w aa yet 

much at Hie d.is~sa.l. For as the d.o ctrine of reaurrecti on is indivisibly 
• ~- . 

cormected with the doctrine oonce1•ni11g Goci., so it. was 1:1.lso necessarj:ly ~~t 
• 

e I C ft .. I I , , ft ft • e I I I I I ft I I L.- I ft , , , I hrr I ' • I I , ' I I a.: 

14. fhe New Interrw.tior:c:a.l Ency. uruierest.imt.tes the argument of Jesus (sub. 

Resurrection, _p.67). "'l:he at.ti tuci.e of Jesus in this ques"ion cannot be de

termined wit.h certainty ••••• Jesus evidently rejec"Ls the view of the Sacici~eea, 

on the gro unci that they cio not uncie1·stt.L11ci. Scri~ture and tail to a..(.11-recia.te 
_,u,J 

the i-:ower of God. On tber other hlil.ld, he clatll"ly cioea not aoceft the current I 
I 

Pharisaic doctrine of i:-.. resurrect.ion on t.he la.st d.&'3 since he bases his a.r- I 
· 'Jrvx,.• \ 

gument for the f c2.ct. th~ t.he de,.a.d are rt&.ised. on the Ylords ot Ywnveh to .r.ioaes • 

in which he Bi,euks of Himself' ~ the God of Abrwiam, l11&a.c, and. Jacob. '.£he 

point of the argwnen t. is t \n..a,t accortiini; to t.h e Scri1ltures these I,t&.t.ritll"chs 

are addressed EW living sevei·t..1 cent.uries a.ft.er their dei:i.th, arid therefore 
1
: 

I ,(£ ... » 

must hav& been rca.iseci from th:! dec.1,d; Wid!t he ru .. t.ura.1. inferer.oe is that- Jesus : 
I 

believed in a spiritual resurrect.ion by which tho11e to whom God. a tEinds in -

relat.ion ca.s t.heir (iod &.re imrnedicltely a.ft.er cie""tll r&.ised into life in his 

presence.• :Bu"t- Chris't oici. tea.ch a. resurrection Vlhi ch takes ,Place on the 

last. dt\Y. John 6,39.40.44.f>4. '.Uie lnt,erl']ll.r.iona:J. Stanciurd .0ible Ency. cor

rectly st.a.tea: 11 '.Lheir (i.e. t.he Saciciu.cee1:1) e,.'rc,r lay 11, the low icieb. of God. 
I.: I 

For the Sori_pt.ures teuch ..-.. uoci whose ability and willingr,e1:1s to care for his 

orea.turea b.l'e so unlimited t.b.....t t.ne aestir.y iie ht.a ,i:,l'&P.,red tort hem is a. 
-~

caricature if corioeive:o in ar,y terms but t.h6 a.osolu.tely highe1:1t.• (Sub.-Re-

surrection). Note: It surely is not 1:&.ccio.entt.a.l thta.t The <iou. w i th \Vhom ltosea 

deus l!:x.3 is called both Elohim, tm God. of }iower, 1and Jehovwi, God ot-ll\he 

~~----- -~~~~ 



of tbe Jleaaia11ic hope held forth to tbe believers lil.re ~ in t he early 

chapters of' Genesis (3,15). As soon a.a sin b;a.d bl'Ought wit.b 11. de..th u 

ita well deserved w&ges, then the ,IZOmise of redemption from it wu given 

to the first i:.a,ren1.a, for whii.1. else is t be contents ot Gen.3 ,15, 1t no1i 
1.r 

Just thia. llle undenit1.ble tacts of' t.ae oue 111 :.,oint are these. God bad 

created man in his own image a blumelesa crea.1.ure worlil\Y ot and. destined 

to an eternal 11:f e. ltemt.ining in lihe s1.t1.te ir, which he waa, m wouJ.d nev

er hare ma.de the aoquta1.n1.unce of YJe king ot terrors. The divine co11111ud 

prohibiting t.he .-ting :from t.he tree ot knowledge ot good and evil had 

established the possibility by which miiD could chose d.e1:1.th as his lot: •ot 

the tree of the knowledge of' good tanci evil thou sha.lt not et.1.t ot it: tor 

in the dq that thou. eat.est thereof' thou ahbl.t surely ci1e •• ( n; 0 n .nlw;,)' 
-r 

(G1n.2, 17). Dea.thinothing more, yet nothir.g less, de&:i.t.h, total daat.h, 

temporiJ. anci eterntl.l, Wi:.B t.he tlire cons9'!uenoe and due i,-unishment of' sin. 

By his o,m act of' disobedience man had taken the i,ernicioua step and be

come a mortal being. Aa sinf"ul mort.al he na.v stood before his o!!ended. 

God aw&itina the outburst of divine wrath, liba l.tl.ah of divir.e ohtilltise

ment. But before God. pronounces the judgment u~n man he turns to tb8 

15. The liew Intemationa.l Ency. absolutely ignores thia verse. •'i'he 

third chapter of Genesis no doubt. reflects ~he 11.tti ~u.de ot a ltarge circle 

in Israeli if m&n m:a.d been allowed to remain in the gard.en ot Eden he 

might have continued his exist.ence in<iefini tely by the magic virtue of 

the lite-giving fruit. But as he wt1.s ciriv&n ou~ of ~ha garden, he n-,, 
turns to dust and its no more. 

• 
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'" serpent, the seducer ot man, am curses it (v.14). And this curse goea 

over into a blessing tor fallen m1:111 in v.lS, •AM I will put enmity be

tween thee and. the woman, and between tey seed and her seed; it alBll 

bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his hNl.• To gain the tull meun

ing ot this verse we must study it a little closer. Literally trans

lated. it r.eada: •And enmi 'ty I will put between thee and between tm 

woman ana. between T.l.\Y seed. ancl between her seed, be will crush thee as 

to the head, and thou shalt crush him as to the heel.• The verse quite 

plainly s_pea.k.s of' two ~art.ies, the one the ser~nt, the other tbe woman, 

between whom Goci establishes bitter ant~oniam ( il 1 ";( enmity, oontinu-.,. .. 
ing enmity, riot a mei·e out.burst of' w,~er, .L11um.3f> ,21). Both _pa,rtiea are 

supplemented by a seed, or1 the or.e sia.e t.he seea. ot t.he aer l'9nt, on the 

other, the womw-,'D seed. ':i:he enmir.y oetween these two pa.rties is not.one 

of inactive hatred, but of c:a.Ci:.ive antagonism. mis is clear trom the 

l 

... , .. ,,, .. 
A-

16. '.the serpent is r.1.0 one else but Sta.tan himself. '.Lhis is i:,osi tively de-

duced from t.he follow irJg f~ts: 

u.. )~he ser1,ent, or.herwise an irrational being, is described a.a 

~ossessing intellect and power of s~eech. 

b.)~he serpent., cor,sici.e1~eci. i:.L& u com,or1 re~tile, Wt.IS a cr-.ture ot 

God and created good (Cien.1,31). Consequent.ly not. lin er~.Q\Y of God in 

1 taelf. 

c.) This is 'th.e irir,er pre t.ation of Wisci. 2, 24. 
2). 

d.. )The .N.'i' . s:.i::eaks of the devil as of t.he seri;,ent. (li.ev.l9,2i20,2) • 
. 

And viewing 2 Cor.ll,3.14 int.he light of Rom.16 1 20, Yt8 findt.hat Paul , . 
identifies Satan and the seri:ent. (liot.e the use of the word c!WYr(:' 'l'~L .. in 

. 
Rom.16,20 which clearly alludes to Gen.3,15). 

. 
e. )Satan was the one who brought . cie1a.t.h into the world (Joh.8,44), 

and aimed f'rom the beginning (l John 3,8). 
..it;)

ihis remark is J:,8rtineit here because r.bia .idmtification ot the aer-

i>ent with satan is denied by ma.ny. So Driver:•It, (t.be aerpmr.) a1,-peara 

--



-14-

uae of the word 3 ·} 't.i , whi·ch means l.o scra.,a;,e, to rubi then to inJure by l 
- --. //)'7 f I\ 

rubbing, to bruise, crush, break or dash in ~ieaea (ct. Johnl9,l?i Paa.139,11) : 

and deno.tes the action of bot,h pca.rties toward one mother. aah _pa.rty as

sails the other1Jith the dire pur,1-ose of ciestru.clii on. 'ibe ta.Oliive conflicli, 

however. is plainly not, t&.ker, up by a.ll members of bot,h aiaea, ba't only by 

tm chf.un!)ions of ea.eh side. t.he v.'0.r:u:.n' s seed. (ex.i.,reatsec oy -&he _pronoun A•I ;j) 
and the serpent (ex.pressed. by the i:,ronoun i]Jil~). '.lhf;se t.\\1> Cf.1.a.r.l.fiona fighli 

-r -
the battle to a. finish. 'fhe outcome of t.r..s contl.1c1ii id atalieci in no unoer

,r 
tain terms. For tl.l.though r.he ser~en-& crL1shetJ t.he heel of the wom:a.n's aeeci. 

------------------------------·-·-·-··---... ,-◄-•-· 
here as t,he represera,at.ive _power o:t' t.em,Pt.i:i.t.ion. '.a.be aerper.li is not, how-

(/. 
ever, in t.he nar.cai.ive icient.ified. with -&he l,,'vil One. •--Im .hook ot· Gen. p.44. 

17. '.l'be VulgE.. Tie t.ra.nt1lt. tea c orreoi,ly ''con-&erere •. :&:he m~r.ing t.o slap a.t, 

aim at, make for, is incorrect.. (J)illmann). Jsven Driver admit.a this:•It 

, seems better, on the whole, to ret.a.in bruise, BU.j;,J;,osing it. to be uaeu im

:pro1,erly of the sel"J:ier,t. ir1 ·\lle ola.W:ie before.• 'l'he Book of Genesis, p.48. 

ISo also Keil, Her,gstenberg, Koenig, Deli1iizsoh, St.rack,. Gunkel. ·lhe only _,. 
:reason on account. of which t.his .we...r,iug is reject.eci is tha.t •crush• cioes not 

/c,.--CA~~·, 
n1roperly suit. the clause in Vlhich it. is uaeci of the serl)er,t.. l:h1t.,as Koenig 

aaa,a, Y1e ha.ve here a. Zeugma, lJlie Genesis). It t.h e mem ing tio &~1' at 
• _.,,,,J7 

1Would be ret.a.ined, t.here would be no ,Lll"ogress in t.hou.ght.. ~-)(1.Jwmld merely 

Jre1,eu.t what .has been sc:a.id with 

na. Driver ma:1.nt.ains: 11.l~o v ict.ory• of r.he wouuan' D seed. is l,ll"omised, iJu.t 

aonly a perpetutLl 11ant.agonism" in which each sioe, using t.he we~ona which 

!it is natural t.o em_f;loy, will seek t.o ob t.uir, the Di.&t.ery of the ot.her. • --

Trhe 'book of Genesis, p.48. 

I«oenig sqs: !Dtl.S .Licht. der goe'tt.lic.ben tir~de ergl~r,zt. ••••••••• in cier Ver-

!heiazung des Sieges ueber a.ie f:>ahl(4.Dge. • 

-

I 
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( :). l?.! aop • ot 11.mi tat ion) this ia but 11, oom.paratively alight wound oom;:Jed. 
to the result, ot r,be att.aok ot t.he woman's aeed upon the eerpent. He, t.he 

woman•a seed, will cruah the aerfent.•a h•ci OOX'')ap,in aoo. ot limit,ai.1.on). 

1lle woman's aeeci. td'f'liot.a a d.e&t.h ciew.ing 'b.&.ow mci thus obr,f.lii.m t,he v4ot,ory. 

The victory is &&ir,ed by a man, t,he womari' & see ci, tor mm. Aooorciingl.y 

through thia ba.tt.le mun hu gained aomathing. Wha,t, now is t,hia gEa.in? V,bai 

11 that, tor which the conflict was? 'Vllua.t brought, on t.he ermi"GY which 

i:rompteci tm conf'li ct? Waa it. not. because Si:i.t.~ hfad seciucea. JDia.D in TO a in 
... , 

ano. Thus brought. u~n him mort.alit.y, t.he .runi&hmerJL for disobeciience (Gen. 2, 

l '1) that, God's wrt.t.h wa» so inciii,n&DT.ly kind.leci again& t. him? Was r.&ot. , hia 

the reason which ~om,IJt.eci. God r.o .rl.lt. enmi w bet.ween t.he aerpent and the 

womun? V/aa i~ not this that. cal.led. forth t.he oitt.er conflict 'bet.ween the 

serpent and the seed of t,he woman? V/aa 1 t rlOt. U> wrest man frcm t.lz i-ower 

of daat,h thtl.t uod _promised t.he via'liory over 'I.be ~nee of cie&th, who ma 

the power over cieat.h, to mar. through t.ne woman's aeedt Vlha.t. iii gained it --not that. is undone which Stt.t.tar .. ha& a.one? .And. what dici Sut.i:il! ao here besides · 

making man tt. prey of' ci.ett.t.h? --lseyond t.he shadow of' tt. aou.ot. t..llis I,a.&sG6e oom,t1.ina soma hope tor t~len 
I'/ 

man. '.L'hia is Ea.dmit.tea. ever, 'uy JJill.ma.rir.a tana. Driver. And. this hope oan im-

_poaaibly be a.l'W o~er than the ree'tiore1,ti0n U> t.he _.,revic;us at&."tie in which 
io 

1 
. · . 

man is free from cie&.th. '..a:his itJ Si.ill mo:;e cerlic. n w11eL we reuiemoer that. _____________ , ______ , ________ , __________________ _ 
19. Dr1ve1• quo't ing O'li t1. ey: •!iiat.ory of the Hebrews• ,i,.11, a qa: •:a:m kasauge 

thus • a trikes at, t.he outset of recie.m.t't.ive his wry tb.e r,ote of promise tlDd 

ot bo»e•.• - Book of' ~enesia, p.48. 

20. Lut.her .rertinenlily .remarks: •J.>ieaer i:>,iol"U.Ch ft.set ZJ.ltilei ch in aich ciie 

Erlcesung vom Geset.z, Suencie unci .l&Sl WiQ zeigt. eine kl.ta.re und gewiaae tJott

nung der Au:f ers tehung und Erne11erung im amciern Leben rJtLah d.1 •em. ·Denn 80 

der Schlange Ko~f' aoll zert.ret.en wercien, ao muaz Ja at.Llch cier '.i'oci autgeboben 

und getilgt werc1.en. • (St, • ..a:.ou.ia eci.. I,240). (Ct• MIO St,.L. ed.. III,84t 

&nd 660 tt ) . 
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this promised viotorioua woman's aeeci is not tbe de.acencients ot man in 

general, b~t a distinct i~dividu.al.-, - ~-o · -o~~ less th tan 1.m mmi11g Jleaaiah.4ll 
0 I O I O O C C I -= --·---·· -· -· _,_, _ _.,__,,_.,,_, __ ,_.._..., ............ _,.....,,~, .... -.... , ..... , ..... , .......... ,_,...._., ... , ... 

. 
So also Dr. Pie,i:;er: •s011 cier Wei'beasame aer ijoblaz.ge den .Kopf zerue-

ten, also des ~au.tels .iierraobaf'li und Ylerke zerstoeren, ao iat dami t ao ge

wiaz au.ah die .AU.fhebung ciea '.Loa.ea verheiszen, so gewir.z der 'iod led.iglioh 

eine J'olge der Su.enoe 1st, die cur ch a.1 e Verf'ue hrung ass '.a:eufela in dle 

Welt kam.•--Chris'lil. Dogmt.J.tik III, 6ul. 

21. To argu.e in a.et.ail here t.he i.iessiar,io ir.tierl-1'e1it1.t.ion ot 'I.bis .r,aasage 

would lead too fur, out. that no o ·tber inT.er~ret,a.tion is ;ossible ia es

tablished by the following poir,1.s: 

a.) The termYJ.{oan be and is u.aed ot an ir,.ciividual (Gen.4,25; 1 Sam~f,11 - . 
'.l"nus this ir,t,er_pre1.a.t.ion is here J!O&&ible. 

-~ 
b,) llle con .. ext. here does r&ot CleJZli:U,d. generalization out individualization 

ot the term, since 11tieeci of the womf.111 • is not con t.msT,ed. liO T,he •seed ot 

the serJ:,en'l. 11 bu.i. ria.1.her t.o the seri;en'li himself, J ,., i'i). 

o.) 'lhe w om~• s seeci is referred. to wi t,h t,be masculine singult&r ~ronounli\iJ 
J!WJ 

d,) 'the parallelism of thi"S pii.&aiG6e t.o Gen. 22,18 which is explained. Cial.3 

16 as referring to an incii v idu.al, which is Christ. 

e.) l.ve understood 11, as a .essiwiic ~o.rhe~y d.S is cl ea.r f'xom Gen. 4,1, 

which the A.V. reno.era incorrectly, t,ne correct. ~tmSla.t.ion being:•I m.ve 

bego T.t.er, 1:1. man, 'the ~or d.." (TIS is ai&11 of WJ8 acc. not. to be tmnslat.ed .. 
here w1 th "w11ih 11 • lr1 t-h e cord;e.x'li :t,efore t.ir. d af't.er it, is 11seci. 1:18 not a ac

ousativi. If Eve w~t.eci t.o ciesibn.:1,l.e thc..t. sna hi:lfi ooi·r, t .hi.a son by the 

help of· JehovtLh, this would have oeen mca.cie ,rlca.in by t,he use of' a. d.ifferenti 

preposition to avoici. confusion ((of. '.&.lleol 11(,Ual"'li, 24,l44i .c.. unci W,34,llf>i 

60, 33'1 ) ) ) • '.&.'he '.1.argum of J e¥U.& b:a.s : I htl.v e re oe 1 ve d a. man , t.l'B angel of 

Jehovah, 

t.) 'Ihu.t t,he term •woman's seed.~ 1:1.lli not AWa.m' a or mtm ' & seed is us-':, _...,, 
.ialt1R1.■ to the biessitlllic i11tierI,reta.t..ion because the aeaaiah_ ia 1D a i:eouliar 

••n■e the Woman's seed, not ha.ving a·hum&n t1:1.uier.---ct.Syn • .:bar. Io~ist, 

,14i Ui'litl, Dist, 1883; F. Pie,l,er Do 
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Alld ta1 th in a lleasia.b ia meaningless it not Joined with a. tat th in a rea

wrreotion to lite (1 Cor.15,19), 1:1. bocUl.y resurrection to lite; a»r a 
apiri tual reaurreoti on would. be no resurrection ta.t, &.11. llan is easent'i1.lJ.i 

bocv and soul. lian' a boo_y Wf.1.a:, created. first ancl then he 'bec•• a living 

aoul. It J:Jan is cielivere. from deat,h by t,he Woman•a-aeed., al.BO his bod¥ 

mult be wrested from the st~T,& ot ~eAt.h. 
u.... 

'J.hus s.ioses ex~esses here what, Paul expresses l Cor.16,2.2:•Aa in Adam 

all die, even so in Christ. all shall be ma.de ia.l.ive•, am thua man had. al-
I 

ready here the promise or a. future resurrection. .aha.t. mran oom,14l"ebencie4 11 

this promise is clear from his action i.rrmea.ia.1.ely d"ter the curse ~ro

nounced ui:on l1im by "&he Lord. Hor a.ft,er mari bi&.ci hea.rci the wards ot God, 

which announced to him taa hard.ahi_ps ot his a>mill6 lite am :taci l:iatened 

· to the worcis: •lfor dust tho11 ~t,, and. unr.o du.at, &ht&l.t. r,hou return•, h:-a_oea 

r.ot in hie grief a.nd. sorrow na.me his wife ,TI}~, deu.th, bec1111se ahe was , 

t.he mother ot all t.be dying, ot a.l.l t,hose tha.t are oorn to die,· whic~uld. 

have been a ti tt.ing &,1ipelia.tion in view or t,he Cl.lrse, bl.lt clinging t,o t.h&t 

i wondert'1l promise he joyfw.ly i:and hope_ tu.lly ct.J.la bare Eve, jj ·) ii , lite i T-r 

•because she was the mot:t.i.er of all the .living•, (Gen.3,20). 

Again it is evident t,ha.t thiaii ho.re was ·a..i:i~reher.cied. by tm first be-

. liever from the s11rviving of .religion beyor,<i. t,hta.t .molii"' u-Cl&ic event, r,he 

murder of pious Abel by riis god.less brother Cl&in. Wllta.t. consolation would. 

the first ~a.rents ha.ve ha.d a,t, tne d.eu.'th ot their beloved son it ~hey had 
1~: ,/ not believed a re~\ll"rection. Without looking forward. t,o A reaurrect.iod ot · 
~ r · Abel it wo11lci h&.ve a.ppe1a.red. a.a if God ta.voreci t,he wiake<i. above the r;ood. 
' .A:,, 

II-: The devo11t, J!k:ill had met, v.-1 th death while the evil Cain still m aineci alive, 

[; yea, tlod even i,rotected hie lif'e Uy t.l'.lll mrk u..,oc his he"4 (Gen .4,16) • r If 

here the believers htLd 110 r, ent,ert.ta.inea. a ho..,e for .a. f11t.ure blieatul lite 

I 

. :a,.(_ .. 
tor Abel, they would i.omecii~tel.y hai.V8 cast. all reJ.1gion t.O t.he winaa • ;a;Ma.,. . __ .,,, 
there wa.a a place which God hwi reserved for t.be 1,ious they soon experience 

• in the translation ot the sodly Enoch (uer,.b,24). Ano. • tile hope ot a 
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nauu.eotio~ waa. brought into being with the tirat MeaaiaDi.o i-romiae eo it 

waa alwqa brousht to mind by every prophecy ot tm oo.m112g .liecleemer. 

h111 ancl Isaac were reminded ot this hope and. Jacob dies upon it aqing:•I 

have waited tor t.qy sl:Llvt:a.t.ion, O Lo.rd.• It wu in view of' tbie hope that 

Balaam oried out:•Let, .ma die tbe death of t.be rignteoua, and. let my lut 

end be like hist• 

llow someone might. sa;, thtLt. although thist-,Bhowa Tobe hops of a resur

rection for the believers, yet the conoepttaon of the at.at,e of t.he wioked 

after death is 'that of ar1r.1.ihilation wi t.b cieu.t.h. '.&!hi_. aooua1:1.t1 on 1a not 

t.rue. Al though we nave here no vivid descri,1-t.ion of' 'the future of' the 

wicked, yet there is for t.hem a. ..:,uniahmer,t. beyond tba gr1:1.ve. '.1:ne id~a waa 

not apun out in i ta cie tails, becau.de it. is TJll"oughout. a acri;;tural te;~illS, 

that for t.he wicked. de&.t.h ends all. Even t.ne liew TesUa1D.e1.t. Si-6ak& in this 

•&¥, terming the a tate of the wickeQ beyond d8ia.t.h a atat.e of etemal death, 

beyond the gr1:1.ve t.hcre is for the wicked. a life which is a a.e11.t,h. But that 

this death is not a. a.easing o~ exian;enoe is clear from a. at,udy ot the t.erm 

!Ji~~-. lnis word is es sen ti&lly t.he ueorew ciesig?J1Lt ion for hell. To . 
det.ermine from .. those lJa&iu:,e;ea, which will not. permit or ;bis reno.ering, 

that this :meiallir,g is wrong is a. hast.y judgment.. Indeed 8ori-"t.urea,; 000a,

atonally employ the term "she ol II t.o ciesigr.ua. t.e li.i:le &t.6. t.e of de a.th (e.g. Gen. 

37,3f>; 42,38, etc.). But. there is tL well .kr.owli a>r~iect.ion be 1iweei1 death 

. ·~ and danrJat.ion"' be ~ween gruve aid hell. hot.h are _pwiislmen ts of God. for sin, 

hell is t.he seoonci dsu.th, the et.ernal continuat,ion or tsJDl'or&l ciei:l.th. '.&:.be 

designation 0 f ~e grave by t,he use of tJle word. •aheol • is a. borrowed one. 
:tl. 

•Sheol• in t.he firsli sense is hell. It. is 1:1. ,1:1lace where God met.ea ollt. 

PWli&hment t.o evildoers. Goa. assigned the gocileaa rebel band of Korab t.o 

•aheo1• (lllum.16,30). ~hose wbo a.re idolt.1.u■ous and.v&in are mreat.eneo.""11th 
1 • D Q C Q Q 9 O • e c • a a o e O .... 0 C ft C h O • I I L «Lnrlr a ft I ft • • 
22. Space will no't J..9rmi t, t.o enlarge u.1-on t.hia subject.. For complete ~ool 

·f"Wf 
of this mat,t. er see .1.heol. c.tuart. 10,22 tf; tiyn • .berich t, Ill., 86 ,b9-6'1 i 

L. und W. 17, 362. 
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the f ;irea o t •aheol •, Deu t. 32, 22: • A .. ti re is kind.led in mlne anger,. u4 

•J:aa.11 bum unto the lowest hell (sheol). • Ot mune trom thia no reaur

reotion oan be proven anci in so ft.AZ t.his _paragraph is beaicle the 

leverhtelesa it is here olearly shown tbta.i. the c_once,lition of tba Penta• 

teuoh regarding the future ot i.he cie1a,d evilcioera is not one ot oi,poaition 

to the New Testament. A resurrection is not denied. or armihila.t,ion -z:-IJght. 
C. 

Viewing now t.n.e whole .Pan tl:i.teuoh we firmly believe i.hat it knows ot a 

resurrection a.f'ter cieia.th. On t.he ground of wbat. ·hcaa oeen all.id. we an 

Juat.itied· in ol.\r belief. 'Ille Pen t.&.teu.ch surely halo.a out. to its ralid.era 

the doctrine of a future resurreoliion of th& flesh and clearly leads :the 

wq to lite everlc.&.StiDS• Al.reudy in t.he t.hil'O ohlfiP'ter of Genesis those 

· who deny a."'Jy traces of a resu.J:11•ectioL in t.ne et.1.r.Ly biblical writ inga are 

oontradiotedf-3 .Li.ewise t.he theory of au.oh who .holci t,.br:a,t tor tm concep

tion of a tu'ture life the eurly believers were a.e.1:1endent on an cea tor 

worship fE..lls to t.he grouna.~ f For wrua. t. cor~eofJ.on oan t .here be bet.ween 

the crass anci. lu.diorous iciei.s of a. he:::.a. .. henish worship anci t.he 11u.blime 

thoughts ot the Pen tar.euch ir, regard t.o t.1. fu. i.ure life. i he conceftion ot 
-------..... ---•--•-■-•------♦-- ___ • ......,.,. ... ___... .. _. p au•----•• CW♦ W •..--. I • • 8 4 » BC C 0 

23. •It is a.cimitit.eci lih:.i.t. t..here are no t.r&.ces of su.ch a. oelief in the 

earlier Hebrew writings. It is not, tou.nd in 1-he Pent~t,eu.ch.• ~oClint,ook 

and 8tror..g.---"Ir1 early Hebrew thou.ght, t.here is no r..n..oe ot t,biB concep

tion, it. is unknown a.like t.o .;;rol,=hets, legislAt,0.rs, anci poeta. • 1b.e .Hew 

International Ency. 

24~ '.i:hus .ur. Cllw.·les Sb.YB: •.Ei:..rly Yahwism .ma.ci no eacha.tology. of the indi

vidual and concernea 1 tsel:f wi 'th the existenoe of line na.t.ion. '.i:hua the 

individual wu left to his hereditary heu.tnen beliefa anci these can oe 

bea't int.eri:reted as part anci ,P:Lrcel of .Anoestor Worship.• A Crit. Hiat. 

o t the .llo o"ti • of a Fu. t. u.r e ~1 te , Pli • 19-20 • 
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the Pentateuch is ol.e&.rly a Goci-given one and diatinotly separate ot any 

oormeotion w1 th i:m;y- het1.then religion, whether T.his be anoeator wor■hip 

or ligyptian reausoi tation. '.Lbat the idea of i.he resurrection ahould h•• 
-t£: 

been borrowed from the Perait111a ia abaolutal.y untenable sinoe • find ~ia 

develo,PDerl t. among the Parsi ans mu.oh le. ter !,-~ 
Having arrived at this oonoluaion in rega.rci. to t.he Pentf:Lteuoh, • 

could close our inveati pt.ion here, since the {'roof of the doctrine of 

the resurreoliion from t.he Pent.at.au.oh, the very ew-lieat sa.ored writir.ga, 

ia autf'ioient proof for uie preaenoe ot this doctrine in the rest, ot the 

Scriptures. However, we have in the remaining ,.;ortiona of' the Old Teat.a

ment auoh vivid and. ,Ironou.nced mention of' th:lB doctrine that we oannot 

afford to overl.ook them. 
• ••••• 

Tha Paal.ma. In more ui 1"60 t woro.s we find t.nia doouine in tbe J;ook of 

t:m Psalms. '.l'be same thing th&. t has oeen a aid of the Pent.a-• 

teuoli, na.nely that this doctrine is necessarily a ~t of the doctrine ot 

God and of the :Messia.nis ·hope, m~ also be Si:Lid of the psalms, and tlat 

in a still more ,i)ronou.nceci degree; for these cioot.rines certainly hold a 

_prominent poai t.ion in r.he theology of the Psa.lma. So even hr iggs sqs: 

•'l'he doctrine o'f" God. is especially rich in t,he at.tributes. 'iae kindness, 

goodness, and love of God. a ·r.wid out more dist.inotly in r.he PatJ. t.er uiwi 

in any other ,rart of the Ola. 'ies tEame nt. •••••• The do or.rine ot redempt, 1 on ia 

riohly unf'ola.ed, espeoiall.V in 1 ts ex_perimentta.l side, in t.he ...,ersonal ~•-
J.C, 

livena.nce of" the indi v ic:iLlal f l·om sin ti.D0. evil." One espeoially a \iresaed 

25. v.Hotfma.nn s_a;ys correatl.y: iUchts kann irrige.r sein, a.ls die .tleinung, 

die. Todtenauferst.ehur1g sei eine s11a.et erst. ciuroh menscnlichas Naohdenken 

--'-ekommene I dee deren e .rs r.e Spuren SiRa, wenn s ie nich r. gar era t von den · mis • . ~ 
peraen un die Ju.den gekommen 1st. ~ei Jesc&.ijt1. und l!!zeohiel, vielleioht aohor 

in den Paalmen Davida begegnen sol~en.--Sobri~beweiaz III, 496. 

Ct. Hengalienberg • Bei t.raege zur Einl. ins A. '.J:., III, 566 -rl6 7. 

26 • The Interna. tiona.l Cri t.iotal. Oommen t.ury. PscJ.ma • I, _p.xovl. 
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pdint in the Psalms, of the utmost imi;iorta.nce tor t.b6 doctrine of resur

reotion, is the promiseci resurreotion of the aessiah, which (according t,o 

l Cor.15,12ft) is the prop upon which t,he hope ot reslll'rect,ion reat,a. 

(Cf. Psa.16,9.11, ~uoted by Pet.er in Act.a 2,26-28 and also by P&11l, Acta 

13,35 as ·treating of the resurrection). '.i'.his .i,Oint. ia also seen by Brigga: 

'In the P&al ter the ilessianic ideal is in some rea_pects rimer than in the 

1ropheta. '.l'he royal Jiiessiah, t.he son ot Dca.vid, a..P1'8t.l.1' in most. vivid, dra

mat,io ait11at.iona in Pas. 2 tand 110, which find their only realizat.ion in 
t'l 

the resurreot.ion, ent.hronement. 7 ttna. reign of JesW:1 Christ.• But we are in 

t.bl Psalms not solely depencient. 11,,LiOn t.he ~resu~J:;O&i u on of t.he doc t.rine ot 

reaurrect,ion. This cio~r.rine is t.t:i.ught. here in no unoerta.in t,erms. ~riggs, 

who is far removed from being a iJO&itive Bible st.11dent. 1 goes ac far as to 

aq:•r.ne futur& life of man in c::1. sUa.t.e of recierq.pt.ion aft.er oat.th ia more 
~" .11 ...4 

olearly de_pict.ed in Pat5 • .l6 .49, 73 than tll'lYWhere else in t.he o.i. • iot only 

1a t.hat criticism, which deuies ar1y t.race or t.he ciocr.rine of resurrect.ion 

ignorant of or wilful L..v blindeci to t.he fact.a, b1.1t al.so thia.t w:1:ew, held by 
30 

.Delitzsoh, which con t.encis that the psc:.Llme cio not express a. fa.i th in a 
______ ._ ...... -~ .. .........,.. ....... _ ....... ~ ....................... ---~ ~ ...... .,. ____ ..,........,.~ .. 4!"· ........ -------..,. ____ _ 

27. tnter. Cri~. Comment. Psulms I, ~.xovii. 

2B. But Pa&.. 16 is clearly iJ.e1::H1ianio mid SlSUkts primarily of t,he l'8BUlT8CtiOD 

ot the Kessiah (Act.s 2,26-28),u!Jon which -however r.he fut,ure hope of the be

liever rests. 

29. Int. Crit.. Comment. Psalms I, p.xcvii. 

30. Delitzsch sey-s of the Psalms: 111.Jebe.rta.ll liegt. d.ta.lein geineingw,ltiger 

Glaubenssa~z vor, sondern wir sehen, wie sich ~er ulaube an ein jenseit.igea 

Leben zunaechst.a a.ls nur individuelle conalusio aus ertahrungsgewisaen Prae

miasen des Glaubensbewusztseina loszlll"ingen bemuehr. 1st., wid we it en tfernt, 

das Grab und. Ha.cies durch ein .e,¥;.Plrizilea.:1;Wiia8an cWD_ . .t,zr.:bB88ares Jenseits 

depotenziert wa.eren, s ind. 1131 e v ie.Lmehr nur momenta.~ fw,r das dE.irueber aioh 

hinauaaetzende Hochgefuehl cies Leben& a.us Gott wie veraolrNunden und a1a'"":iooh 

1&iaht faktisoh und dauernd ueberwWlden. • (De.Li t.zsoh: Comnent. ar zu cien 
Paiu.men, P.P.60-61). 
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realll'!-reotion • but only show tba. t t bare was with in wri tars some dim and hazy 

ution, a beauti:t'ul yet unfounded hope ot a future lite ot an unknown cie

aori,Pt ion, is utterly untenable in view of aucil clear _paaaases aa Pa.17,15 

and. Pa.49 ,15-16. We must devo t.e some attention to these J;&Bsa:ag•. 
+ ~ 

In Pa. 17,15 David a1Pss:•1n riShf!ousness I shall behold thy taoe. l 

aball be satisfied in 1::1.Wta.king (my awakening, ~ "l "1 is intransitive) w1 th t.hy 

image.~ In the preceding verses .ne had B.i:ioken of the wicked, who 11 ve iri 

_ aeourity and make l.ife miserable for him just because he is a. believer. 

Jevertbeless the a.dvur, 1.age is not on t.i.Ei.r side aa might seem to be ~i.ae. 

They h1:1.ve their l-<)rtion in this life ar,ci when det1.th comes tmy .muat leave 

t.beir horded trei:.I.Bu.res to their ;post.eri ty. Wha.t a. contrut. this is to his 

own end. "\., ~ ~ stands here wi t,h em~hc:.a.ais, •as tor me•, on ttB oliher band, . 
oonaidering my 01:&.se, it is not as no;.eless a s "t..bia. For •1 will behold thy 

taoe.• The words a.re ad.dressed.to God (v.13). to Jehovah, t:tB Godotgr-c:1oce. 

Him he ex,l)ect.s to see fta.ce r,o face. ·.1.ha.t t,his beholdirig liod is not a re

experiencing of" d.i vine gr ace ir.i. ·tni1.1 life is evio.enr, from it.a contra.at to 

the end of his er1emies 1:11Hi by t.he ad<ii r,ion of the word f] -r.7 , .. in right,-. . 
• eousness. ne is Sl;e aking of a physical seeing of God, which cannot be a 

pledure but a ter1·or to a sinfu.l mtan (Ex.23,20). It will, hoi"lever, be a. 

.. "'""" 
i,leaaure to him sir.Lee he will t.hen be "in ri esh.r,eousness•. ~ riga,e~uaneaa 

here s poken of is not a mere righteousness of life• but t. he imJ:JU ted right

eousness of the Jdessi ah. tVle see again how inse~r!:l.bly 't.he th011.;ht of re

surrection is connected. wi -c,h t.ha .Messiunic ho»e>. .1.bis right.eouaness in 

which he will then be confirmed., this oonsumateci rigllt.eousness, is in itself 

an unap,l:lkable joy which he awa.i ta. At r,he time of which t he Psalmist ainga 

t.hia righteousness will receive i ta righteous reward, a seeing of the gra-
-~ 

oioua face of God. :He clel:l.l"ly s,i,8i:A.k:B of t.he bli~s of beu.ven, which consists 

in tbe beatific vision ot Ciod. l nat such ta. vision 1 a bare s_poken ot 1a 

alao proved by the ~aralle.l second _pa.rt of ,;he varse:•I aha.Ube satisfied 

~ ~ awaking with thy imHge. • ~ B,lleu.ka here ot an awaking, in which he 
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lh&ll 'tie aatiaf'ied. JI ::i.."1 means to be a&&.tiatied, aa.tiatad, tilled, da-
- -r-

noting oom~lete aa.tiaf'wstion having :the connotation of' aupe.rabunclanoe. 1 · 

Buoh a aatiataction is nowhere f'owid in lif'e, as ill e Pa&l.miat had upari-
a/ 

enoecl. l3eaid.ea, that, is ment. ioned wherewi t,h he ahall be aatiatie.cl and 

tilled, namely "wi~ thy image•. 'J:he imae;e ot God inaludes all that he ma 
.. ,, ' I , II ... ~~---

and ia. The S\tuagint rendering Tl)Y oo lotV &ov give, a goocl oomnentary 

on th•• words. According U> t,he ex~esa:seci worda of t,bis verse the vision 

of Goci oanno t. be limit.ea. in &l'.\Y w,q. ihB nt'ob to bold that t ta singer here 

speaks ot the awwcening to a. new sa.tisf'ieci life after dt1.rk hours ot trial 

ia clearly against the words and their context,, to &l:lf nothing of the im

~••ible and ludicrous idea according to whio.il tmse word.a refer t.o an 

awakening out of a _phyaioc:1,l slee_p. 

Can we Bta.Y t.htl.t. ~he Psalms contain no clew- ideas about me attar life. 

'lhat are the conceJ:.1t.ions of Da.vici uttered in ~s verse. '..I.hey are these: 
'll.:. 

1.) Death is out. a. mere sleep out. of w.nich the.re will be an atikeningi 2.)Th11 
--Z:... 

muat be a bodily a.wakening, fort.he soul cioei:s not ciiei 3.) :a.his resurrection 
i.' 

will be •in righteousness•, to &a. st~t.e of ,iSrfect. holiness and imocenae, to 
. '3 ~ 

the reatoreci image of· God; 4.) '..!:his re11urrec't.ion will be one t.o bli&Bi 

31, The word } ·/ P which occtu·s only in &b& Hi.~hil is very otr.en used of 
11; 

resurrection ou.t of d.eu.t.h. thus cleta.rly 2 K.4,31 1 w.so Job 14,12; Iaa.26,19i 

Dan. 12,2. 

32. This is shown by t.he con r,r~t. to t.he enci of the w1 ckeci, by the favor Tot 
-~ 

Goel of which the writ.er is conscious, and by t.he fa.ot. t,har, t.hia resurrection 

will be •in righ teoLlBnetss ". 
VcA.I 

Thia view of the _pass1:age is also helci by Chey"•• jsut he cane a t, o this vielP-!I 
~ 

only beoE&WJe he ,&Jlaces the psE&.J.ms into the 1 at.e peraia.n i:18• ani aeea here a 

clear oonneo tion wi -ch Zoroa.s-crian religion. (Aida t.o the Devout St4cly ot 

Crt tioiam, p.269f'f.) But it is ia. l'roven f,a.ot t.hGt. t.he lsraal1t,es lk\d Qli • 

--~ oonoe.,ption before t.hey etm1e into oontc:a.ct with Persia. Besides the Ia1:!t.1t1 

oonoeption is a muoh higher one t.ht.111 t,1111.t. of Zoroastrianism (of' .Koenig: 'l'he 
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r;.) 1'b1a bliss wi.l.l oonai1i11t in the be1:1.titio v1a1on of God ~ all hi• 

glory. Bow wel.l justified is the ,iiroximit.y ot tbia Paalm. to Pa&lm 16, 

wbere the resurreo't,ion of the coming Savior is t qht in whioh all thia 

hope of the Psalmist regarding himself has 1 t.a •suranoe. 

In a like .im.nner me resurrect,ion is SJ:X>ken of in Ps.49,lf>.16. •• 

a fl.oak to ahe'Ol they &.re put, cie1:1.t.h ,11Jteurea them and. t. .ba u_pn. gbt. rule 
" , ..... 

over them (L~JC: K-lTo<~a,e (£1J•011•<Y) int.he morning, mci their torm (1■ 

given) to the oonauma.tion ( Jl/~~~ Int. cst.r. Piel, causative otJ.lho ;, . 
tall, tall away, Wta.st,e) of' sheol, wit.hOUli ti. dwelling t.o it.. But. God will 

redeem my aoul from t.he ha.nci. of aneol, for he wl.ll t.Elke ma.• In t.hia 

Psalm t.he proua. wicked &.re s}::IC)ken of' wbo •trust. in iheir wealth &Di boast 

themselves in the mu.l t,1 t.11cie of t.neir ricm,s • .l.1Ying in ,?rfec~ aecw-ity. 
'1'L-a~•~ t,f.... l-ca:t. f:lu.-.-/~-: ~ ---=t° ~~ "'-"IL<I •1 Uf !>•,-,• ~ 

But all this avc.&i J.a t.ilem nothing ag~nsli dci.jh.l\ Am t..ban, •as 11, flock they 

are put to abeol•. Sheol is here, aB oflien, t.he &t,a:r.e ot the clelMl, the 

law 1:eatamen't, •Had.ea•. It, is viewed here c&oS AD ur,comf'orttable enclosure, 

as a sheep folci. J.'he.L"e is for t,l1em i:il."tio ca. 11he,1,herci wm ..,88t,eurs them, 

namely gloomy d.euth. Der.t.h is here 1-ersonifieci && the king ot terrors. 

In this eta.ta of a.ef.l.t.h we &.lso fincl "the 11..,:,rigbt• anci. it mis}n aeem as it 

~tter clea.~h the u})right. h ..;.B no uci.vun "t.ca.J e over r.ne wi eked.. But th is t.he 

wri tar of Pa. 49 denies: •1.'he uprig i.lt. will have dominion over them in the 

Theol. cies A. '.i:., p.312) i.11ld. since this wtaa an esaent.iaJ. pa.not Iarael

itio religion from t.he very oegirining, t.he origin of the Old ·ieattunent 

doctrine is mu.oh older t.ht&.u th~ of t.he Persian oonce.i;r,ion.---ct. Hengs

tenberg: ~ei~raege III, p.567 tt; Ht&evernik: Daniel, p.~O9 ft. 

33. Some t.rana late Tl 7 '1 wi 't,h • 't,relMi 11.i:'On • , •t.rmD!il• on•. 'l'hi • me~i ng 

questionable. 7171 with .:l. is at.tmding des igmtion tor • --,.,t: .. d '~ 
However, even if' the other mei:llling is reft,ineo., it. has in 1 t. t.m connota

tion ot a victory, to t,.ri::1111}:lle cioYln t.LB 1:1. viot.or. 



morning.• ihe 11>rds clearly show an a.civuntuge or the 8fidnr.a over the 

wiolcecl atter death. Wherein does this wl.Vi:iDlii:1.ge oonaiat'I Well, 1n the 

rirat place there will be i'.I. morning, an a.W&Jceniag, tort, be mornilJg 1• ■ym- . 

bol of awukenin/.1 ~hi11 morning ia tor 1111 of them ~bat lie asleep in the 

aru ot sheol, it. is not limited in arJ3 w,q. Ili 18 i,ir&dioated. u.lao ot the 

wiolced, yes I eai:e oit1.lly of the wicked. We ha.ve here a r eawreoti on ot tm 

Juat and or · the unjust. On lini1t rea:surreotion momiDeJ IL ve-ry ranau-ktlble 

tbing ab:a.11 ooour. '..Lh.e r.ablea will be t&irneci t.1110. Yie upright will bii.ve 
-0:-C.. 

dominion, rule over t.he wicked. :.t:his resurreouon will be a vior,ory ot t :m 

believer and tL defeat of the unbeliever. Al tto the m.ture of this vi ar.ory 

18 described. The defeca., or the wicked 1& dascri bed. t.oua :•:.:heir torm 

(supply •111 Wlsigned.•) to the conaummt1.liion or aheol wl.thout a dwe.Lling 

io it.• The resurreot.1 on of t.he wioxed. 111 1 a.ooordini t,o r, hia I only a re

surrection li0 a greater _pw1iahm.ent. ti.Del not a. nlief a.t. all. ~Y a.wake in 

order that their tbrm ( tJ 't'-~ from 1"Sl:LCcording to t.be Ket.bib, t10aorciing ... . 
io the ~ from "}I~ ia f1Dtm 1 ah~•, f.LD0. ~ef'e.1.·s to r.hei.r:' whole ei..rt,~ 1 

bodily make-up; (as nelitzaoh e.x._preii~es 1 t.: •1nre Leiblic.blcei t, ihre garaz.e 

die88e1t.1ge Aeusze.rlic"nkeit.,•) their muna1:1.ne ood¥, which on tbta.t dei, will 

have been redt;Ored. t.o t i'.1.em ~lthough it. htt» seen oorru,1::,liion, w1 .l.l be given · 

over to the oonawnmar.ion of hell. '£heir body will now oe .JiVen over to 

the aecona. death, si:e cif ioti.lly to r.he con9~t,ion or t.bili cila.th to be 

tortured a.fresh. '.l.'b:a.t. this to rt.ure 1& gre1:1,ter ihan t.l'B ti.rat ia shown by 

the obli.nge of t.ae mod.e of ex_press~on. While int.he f'irst. daa.ta they were 

merely pla.oed in 't,hE: aheol, which ct.a.uses t.hem r.o Wl:IBt.e 8Jlu;/. this second 

death will also oe an e"t,erl'U:1.1 ci ea.t.h .a is seen from v .20, •t.my ah&ll never 
t.tc.c.; 

see light•. '.£:heir ft.a.t.e is st.ill further described when it, is said of' their 

a,. Hote the article in '1T:f-:i2 ~- ihe PBa.l.miot s!'8Alai or t.be mom1116 in -. -
Cl 

matt.er of tact w&,y • as of a. morning well known t.o all. It. mWJ t, have been a 

••11 known ft1.ot t.ht.a. t tihere would be suoh a. morning. 

. ' 
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bQcly that 1 t has no mire a habi ta.tion. '.A.his s tanda in oontraat to all the 

wealth~ which they had possessed on earth, ea,.eoially to rea.l •tate pro

perty (v.11). While on eu.rth they ilad wonciertully magnitioan, ciwelliag 
. ' 

plaoea, which i.o them seemed established forever, t. my have now not nen a 

apot to oall their own. 'they lead ta. reet.leas and. ciist11rbed existence. 
-d.J 

Suob is the zu..t,ure ot t.he d.efea.t. of uie wicked. In marked contrast to that 

atanda the aft.er life of the victor, the believer. 1:he Korahite a..,eaking 

or himself 1:1.s of a rei;resentat.ive believer. says: •.Dut. God will redeem 1118' 

soul from the hand of sheol, for he will t.~e me.• '.i:hese word.a need. hard

ly any ex_plana.tion. '.l:he writ.er is st.111.s,lie&.king of what. will tllke plaoe 
&S" 

• on that morning.· on "the da;f of resurrect.ion. '.&.hen Goci. the Al.mighty, who 

has powe1· over t.he recU.JD& of dea,t.h, will redeem his boqy
3

"trom lihe hand 

(the power) of sheol. death, bot.h tEmf()ral t.1,DO. eternal. '.i:hia is &a far aa 

he will go in lihe realms of cieat.h. How the PsAlmiat. :(lic-.;ures this redem.p-

35. 'l'he Psl:l.lmist. is n.e1·e clearly spei:a..ldr,.g of whi.t God will cio for bim on 

that grea.t morning, a£ ter his cie~th hcLS taken ,Place. He does not ex_presa 

the ho.r,e or a bodily tri:"A.nsl at ion in to the_ aboo.e of God wiuiout seeing tem

~oral death, basing s11ch hofe on lmoch' a a.no. ~lijab' s "tr&nsli:i.tion. a11 De

litzsch and .:nblly o r.her.e hold. Su.ch a.:n hoi;e. MHllci be u.n unfounded. anci un

r.ealized hope and wou.lci. hi3Ye no _.,1a.ce in in&.t-ired. Sori9t.ures. Besides, 

such 1:1. "thought. i;;s foreign to t.he cont.ext.. 'il"E imJi,OSBibili'tiy of the -:6atLI,e 
from death is c.. _prominent thought in the pet&.lma (Ps .89,48). Heither oan 

Hengstenberg' a view be held.. which see1::1 here only .:.. red.empt ion from e~bl.y 

perils. 

36. "'yj .!) J ma.Y here mean •myself•• •me•. . -
aorpae (of. Lev.19,28; N11m. 6,2; Hag.2,13). 

. tk 
.oat '1../D J is ala o used of tb8 .. . . . . 
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Bu.Y■: •J'or be ((lod) will taa me.• .. 
,u 

God will ,Pluok 

him out or the olutohea ot deu.th and ol&im him tor bia 011D 
1 

80 that the 
• I 

. .jJ 
aonmanion which the believer baa alreaQ1' in tbiB eutbq lite 111th God will: 

not o~l.y reJl'ltl.in unbroken by cieu.t.h, bu-r, will beccm~ etill ol.oaer after "afath. 

We have here t.hen a. clear knowledge of a day ot reau.rJ.'9otion, 0(,-11\ 

awakelling ot both juat and unjuat. :i:hia will be.-. bociily mralmning (l'J~). 
and the wicked will a.rise to a aeoond eternal death, the J"at howner to a 

lite w1 th God. 

i'here are in the paal..ma also other )i.G&BiatJe• which all.Ide to t.lB resur

rect.ion lesa clearly• 1a11d t.hey mwlT. 'be viewed. in t.h e ligbr. ot these ole&r 

passage■• Such ,ra&sages t.i.re Paa. '73 1 24·: •:.i:ho abal t guide me w1 m t1', ooun

ael, and afterward. receive me to glory•; Pa. 341 21.22:•Jwil ■ hall Bl&¥ the 

wicked, and they th. t. hc:..."te me right.eoua ahal.l be d.•aolate. lhe i.ord re

deemeth the soul ot his s ervta.Dw, a.nd rDr,e ot r.hem t.m.t t. rust 1n him abll 

be desolate.• (Ct. a.l.BO Pa.l). 

. I 

Yli th such c.lea.r ,lia.&&U6es regarding to t11t.1&"e lite at hand i& 1a f"per
.

Yeraion of trut.h to S2'V' thti.t the ooncel't.ion or the lite bei,ond t.be gr-.ve ia 
la 

int.he leut hazy. .011t. cioes not w. ~rgument or r,9li&zsah hold. good when he 
. ~ 11 

la.YB that in t.he Psta.l.ml5 the hopeless da.rkness of smol 1& a t.11 L &. JQ"Btery? 

It oe:rta.:lnly does not. 
.-cl. 

In the first. ,..l~ce there never wcw1 at IIDY iim.e au.ch 

a hopelesa obacur1 ty. .A:nci cert.a.inly this a t.aw.ment. c amo t. st1111d. u_.; ~a1nat. 
·..t 

Pa.49,15.16. l'he trl.\8 believer &lWi:liYB ht..d before him t.he bop! ot an et.e.rnal 

lite. Indeed t.here is no 11 ttle obsourit,y in regard. to t.m 111iate ot cieu.th, 

whicn obaouri t.y ia not, even en t.irely lif t.ed. for liew· Teat.armnli believers. 

lv'en in the light. ot t.he ?-~w -rest.dlllent we know veq lii.t.le aoout. t.he state 

3r ot death betore resurrection. But. this is not firld. never waa a bopel•• 

· 3?. •.ou hotfnungs lo ae Dunal des Schto1 blei bt UD&11fpboben. • Com. ueber 

die Peal.men, p.60. 

38 • Y. Pi e_pe r: Chris tl. Do~ t.ik. III, f>74•578. 

·. -
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o'baauri ty. '.1be i;.,aasages cited oy Deli tzach aa abowir.g ho~leaaneaa of the ....... 
dying (Ps. 6,S'i 30,\\i 88 1 1~-l~) in no wise }'rove his oonr.entiona. All thea1 

b d 
J puaagea ma.v e swnma.rize in the words of Pa. lll> ,l?: •~be daad praise not 

~IIA
tbe Lord, nei 'ther a:ny th4t go down inr.o 11ilence. • These words do nor. indi-

cate an ignorwice of u fu:r.ure reai1rrect.ion. Wha.1. t.my sta.w is 1.rue to 

this daiY. ':.:hose that go dor.n in"° t.be reu.lma of deta.1.h do mt, pr;d.ae the 

Lord; thf;ln for i:a. while t,here mouth is stopped, for a time they are unable 

.Pl:\YBioally to praise God.. 'J:nen also we must. rememoer thai to pra.iee God 

means to publish his nwne, t.o s,1:1re1:1.Ci. his v.ord. 1 to pr-.ch t.he Gospel. And 
'U~ 

this the departed. are no more Cc..J.,,Ei.Ole of becr.&.uae i;;, would. be useless. ~his 

ia wma.t is mean r. in all t.hose pasiu:1.gea ci~eci oy Deli t.zsch. 111 each cf:l&e 

the PBalmist is wrear.Ling wit.h. \iod in zµ:ti;fer for i:.he sustenance of hi,life 
ld. 

and he argues with Goa acivc.il1 cine; this i:;oint., that if lioci ,t;.ermi ts him to die 

he will be cie~riving himaP.lf of a.willing ,11uoli1.:ihe.r of his woro.. So in 

Pa.6,5-6:•o save r:1e for thy mercies' sa.1te. lfor in d.ea.t ·a ti-Ere 11.1 no re

membrr:111ce of J:hee i in t tie gra.ve wno s ha.l l give '.ihee t.b:&.n.ka ?• Pa. 30 ,10: • 

•Willt Thou show wono.e.1 .. s r.o t.he deia.d (wilt .1.nou. wi:41t. wi-r.h :&.by a.id until I . 
have a.ied)? Sha.1.1 the dead. EA.rise (come 'bt&.Ck t.o live in this world) t1.nd 

praillSe thee? Shall th.v loving .i<in~esllS be Qec 1.i:a.red. in the gru.ve or thy 

faithfulness in desr.ru.ction? Shi:i.ll thy v1onciers be known in -r.he ciark and 

tb.v right.eo11sness in t.he lc:a.nci of forgetfulness?• In t.he s t,u.r.e of detLth 

there is no 1,Jreachirig of uoo.,i.. gra.ce; for there it. W>Ulci be in vaun. In 

all these paas~6 es the ~ue~t.ion of a final resurrection is not regarded, 
~ 

the ~&lmist ha.vir,g in mind only t..he delive.ri:.illce from his ~esent, t.ribu.la-

tiona. 
• ••••••• 

...,l;ot, 
Proverb a. Vie will nov, direct. our ~ i.l. er. lii on 1.0 t.hot1e &a.creci writ i ng·a whi oh 

n • i ~\ .. ,ti,\ 

stand. on r.i1a height. of Hebrew .J.it.e.t"tl.t.u.re. ·1"}19 ooc~ion in '1hich 

Solomon in Proverbs and EcclesiQ.&t.es i:Lll11dea to r.l1e life beyond. t.he grave 
~"Cc,, 

tLre ao sci:a.nty that w e would pass these books u_p were it. r.ot, th&.t the critics 
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tind in them a denial of the immortali ~ anci therewith al.so ot the resur

reotion. ~"his Cbmlot be held on the growid tbat aheol.,, •nas no moral ■ig~, 
nitiaanoe•; since it clearly hb.a such significance in at leilBt five of the 

l'I) 
nine paasages in which the term ocoura in Provel'ba (5,f>;?,2'1;9,18;.lf>,24;23,14 

Since sbeol is a place of judgment and ,11unisbment for harlots (Pr09'.f>,f>i 

7,27i 9,18) it. ctLllnot be said. that •there is no judgment .fter death• '/O 

,aught in Proverbs. On ,;he o toner bwlci the .book of Proverb• spata.kB in New 

Testament terms when it a.Scribes to the wi ckeo. eternal. death (19 ,.16 ;21,.16) 

and to the righteous eternal life (10 ,25, 12 ,28). '.J:he state of punishment 
.hv,.'( 

and the a.tta.te of ·01is~ c::.re cont..r&.steci Prov .lf> ,24: • 1J:he W&'/f of' life is above 

to tbe wise, that. he ma,y de~ii.l"t (e$ca_pe) from hell (s.beol) be near.h. • t hus 

Proverbs does not ci eny immor t.t.Ll.i ty a11ci therev,i th a.l.so r~t the res11rreotion • 

•• •••••• 

Boolesiastea. But what. of t.he book of Ecclesiastes? Is it not t.r11e tbu.t 
4'/. 

11:Ecclesic::a.Btoa cienies any i.amorta.l.ity categorically,• and 

therewith also &. resurrection r.o a. fur.ure life? Does not criticism there-
. ~ .~ 

tor righr.ful Ly accuae the Preacher of material. ism and Saciciuceism? Certainly 

nof; All these a.ccW1ations are ground.less tanci rest upon a wrong conception 
-.lo 

ot the entire book. The book does no-r. teuch that it iti 1.he best one can do 
• 

lio make t.ba most. of this present, since t-here is nothin~ in store tor man 

beyond the grave. Solomon s.t-eaks here of t.h£ vanity of lif'e in this world, 

not of' life alt.ogether. He shows the Ytirliliy of' man who tries to gain satis

faction in this life by his own strength, in wealth and honor, in pleasure 

and 111.lt.horit.y, in wisdom ana lea.ming 1for all these mwidane things a.re ao

oompanied by labor, ca.re,t.lllci sor1·0w and in dei:i.th be must _part wilih all bis 

a9. Toy in The Int. Crit.. Com. Proverbs, p.xvi. 

40. ibid. 

41. International StanciGI"ci ~ible ~noy. ur..o.er •Resurrection•. 

42. P. Haupt, Koenig, etc. 
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g&ilia. 1'here a.re nevertheless real glimps• ot Joy in tbia world, whioh 

are, howver, grtlllted. by God. a.lone (2,24-26;3,13;5,l.18;11,9)~ yet tba 

greatest good, lihe s umnwn bonum ia not tound. in t.hia lite. ibe.retore in 

view ot a tini:il. Judgment, the PreQcber ecf.l'lleat.ly a.d.viaea an aclberenoe t.o 

the oommanc:la ot God.. 

~ut. wha.t. ot t,hose i::,a&si:.i.ges in which be a,r.eaka of J1111D'a dau.th? Doe• 

he not •a.Y ot · the sona ot men, t.ha.t. 1i hey are like beaata as regard• 

their end? "thta.t which bef'ta.l..Le t.h t.he sons of men•, says he, "befal.leth 

bewsta; ever. one t.hing beft.llet.h t.bem; i48 the or.e dieth so diet.ht.he 

ot.ber; yea they have all one brei.Lt.h; so t.hat. man ba.t.h no i;reeminenae 

above a beast•, (3,19)~1 liut. is i't. no, t.rue what be aaya? Ia not man, 

so fa.r aa we see his 11 f'e, on a 1-a,r w it.h t.he beust? ko.J., 
Surely, aa me beast, 

so man is born t.o ciie, m1a.n' a life is out. 11, p ilgrimage to lib e gri'Ji.Ve. 
~ 

'.l:hia 

'1lough t brings s&.dnesa 1i o t.he Prea.cbe r, t.hi::a.t. IDWl, who w iii& a.t. t. he be ii~ing 
,,__ 

not aubJ eat. t.o the gruve, hi:&.a be oome mo rt.al. In mere out.w&.rci rea~eat man 

and beast both breathe tl.rld live and. die f.J. ilea. •All go unto one place 

(to aheol, t.he reil.lm of ciea:lih); a.ll ii.re of t..be dust.·, and al.l wrn to .,, 
duat again" (cf. Gen.3,19). liu'li 1::1,l'lihougll t.her~ is no'li ~Y 11,nimal preemi-

nenoe of' mc.111 over t.he beast, yet. t.here is a. Vt.st. difference bet.ween ~• 

two. This the Preache,,:- at.ate» 3,21:•Who .knowet.h t.he spirit ot man that, 

"' -goeth u.~warci, an a. t.he s p iri'li ot" 't.he 'beua t. t.l»t. goeth downwa.rd?• ~'hough in 

43. Eocl. cioea not teach: "Let. us eca.t. ~na. cirink, for t.omorra,; we d.ie. • ,,J. 
44. Bote in "tot£ first plt.ce that. Solomon &bYa:•I &ii.id. in mine hea&rt•(3,17). 

4f>. liote t.htLi. 'lihe creu.t.ion story .mo. the st,ory of t.he :ftJ.l of m&m are 

the bA&ia oft.his wilole ciiscuaaioD. 

46. Deli t.zsoh con'lier.a.cis thGt this transJJ:..t.ion is wrong and. Ba.YB t.m 110rda 
• l:.JIA, 

must be translbted.:"Wer weisz hinsioht..Lich ciea Geist.ea der Ker.achen~incier, 

ob er aufwaerta steige, und. hinaicht.lioh d.ea Geiat.es d.ea ~ierea, ob er 

hinabtahre niederwu.ert.s zur l!ircie ?• :&u.t, his &arguments 0~ . against 



pl\y_aiaal death, in the out.ward &et. of expiring mtl.D md beast are alike, 

yet there is a di fferenoe which is not observed by human eye a. .Ltan baa 
~ .-

an inmortal. soul which was giver.a. bim at ora.t.ion (12 .'7). 'l'hus t.he Prea.oh-

er clearly u.{Jholds immori.aJ.i ty. '.i.'he question in v .22 (chap.3): •Wbo aha.ll 

bring him (man) t.o see wm.r. sha.ll be a.ft.er him?• do• not oonoern th!f11fe 
"--p -

in the afterworld. T'..ae Preacher &.sks: "l'ho shi:il.l bring man to see wbar., hap-

pens on e1:&.rt}l a.t"ter his deta.th?• '.&!his is a. t.hought. ruming t.hrough the 

whole book that man does not. know a.mi cannot. oont.rol what. will haI,pen on 

earth after he has left. it (6,12; 10,14; 2,18.19) • 

. But Wh&.t will we Bey T.O Cha.i,. 9 ,f> .6: •Bur. the deci.d know r.c> t. a.JWt.hing, 

L neither have they uny more a rewa.1~0; for the memory of r.hem is forgott.en • 
... f,¼ 

Also their love• and t. heir hi:1.t.reci. 1 and their envy is now per isheci; neither 

have . they any more a portion fc,r ever in ariyt.hing thta. is done unc:ier the 

sun.• '.rhe key t.o this ~c-.o.ss&.ge lies int.he words "under tl'E sun•. I~ays 
~-,: ... 

nothing of the sta.t.e bey.end. the grave sa.ve t.l:b.t. it. &,tieaks of the relation 

of the de~rted to t.ilis world. A'P fur E.t.S t.hiD world is concerned. "the 

-"""'•'' dead know no't &.r1yt.hing" 1 (Isa.63,16) "nail.her have they sny more t1. rewm-d• 

of ~heir worldly lta.bor. Eilld that. becQ,use on eurth •1;he memory of them is 

forgotten". Aleo t.he love, hatred, &.nd envy which during their mu.mane -~ 
life they cherished over E.gair.s t. o uiers ir1 this world is now perished and 

exercises no influence U!JOn the world. Ami forever they ha.VB no more a 

portion in ariyt.hing tha "t occ~s or, ec.1,rth. lhey htl.v~ a.bsol ute ly no aha.re 
......... ~--.-- ......... -..... -....--~----·-·- .,, ... _ ,.._ ..... _,_,~.-----..--.... ~·----~-.............. --~ _._,_,._.. __ ._._... .......... 
Hengatenberg and others who i; alee the;,-. i)~'y Q and. J7 ,} 1·'" ll as tiJB ~ticle 

are not convincing. So m1.1ch is certain, Solomon doelil not ask for hi~it 

information as to whether we 13.[.;irit of man goeth u..,wi:i.rd, and that of tha 

beast downward to the ecarth. .He ltr,ows i;ha.t. t.he s~irit of mn goeth u_p

ward to God who ga.ve it (12, 7). .And m is here bringing this knawledg\ of 

his for the inforIIL tion of hiH readers. 



in all things done under the sun. So 1,hen- &leo here there is no denil&l 

ot a life beyond death. 
_,,,,,,. 

Again, when we read in 9,lOb:•For th~re is no work, nor device, nor 

knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave (sheol) wither thc:u goest.• this oan 

impossibly be made to te1;1,ch an annihilation. Here we mve merely a de

aoription of the stat.e of de~th d oom,1JB.reci to the act.ivi tiea on earth 

(ot .9 ,10&). 

~e awn of t.he t.et.Lohings of EcolesiE.i.&t.es t.l'Bn is:In view of u. 
f'aot that earthly lit"e is vani t.y arui m&n of his own eff' ort.s cannot. Dike 

it otherwise_. man shou.lti obey r.he oommancimen"s of God (12 ,13). Al though 

this very often seems to bring no advant.i:age overt.he wicked (7,15;9,23), 

yea, the disti.dvan tuge (8,14) in this life, anci. alt.hough both, tm just 

as well as t,he u.njus t., go in"t.C the same ciea.t.h, nevertheless cieath dces 

not end a.ll; for when mar. dies he goes to his eternul laana.e(l2,f> 

t,~•, S\'~~l\ to the home of _his eterni t,v), he iu:a.s &n e ter11al exist.a me in 
,. lo I/ 'ti 

accordance wit.h his very n at.ure, since God hl:ili given him the eternity 

ir.to his heart (3,11)!7 .Ana. 'beyond o.e1.1,th there is a. j1.1deimen~ in which 

righteousnesH shci.ll J:AI'eVail (3,1?; ll,9; 12,14; 8 112). 

'lbus the claim that Ecclesib.St.es denies imaort.i:i.l.it.y and therewit.h 

the Jeaurrecti on 
I 

falls to the ground. .And alt.hough t.he Pm a0her dee a 

not teu.ch f,1, resurrection ex_pressis verbia, it. is nevert.heless imi;lied • 

••••• •••• 
~ 

•.ro this I,eriod which nu.i.rks t.he height. of Old Testunent literature 

undoubt.a.dly belongs the comJ;Osi t.io~ of t.he :liook of Job. Perhaps 

it too was 'Vl'ri tten by Solomon. 'Jherefore t:Ll.so 't.his book comes in for 

considerl:i.tion here. And. ir1 rio other book of the Olci Te&ttilllenli bi.ve we 

oleia.rer testimony to the resurrecuon of The bod.Y t..ban in Job 19,25-27. 

i!. Ecol. 3,llb tile A. V. mis-



~ order to underata11d this pusage in all ita importemoe, it 1a neoeaaa.ry 

to Tin the whole context in which it stands. Job, living in the land ;I Us 

in or nee&r Jrteaopotam.111.1 and most I,robably a oontanpora.ry of the patrilll'oha, 

11 a man atter the hlu,.rt of God (1,1, 2,3). Although_ he ia a true beliner, 

he ha.a his ahortcominga (38,2, 39,32i 40,3i 41,1). God ahowera u.(JOn him 

innumerbale blessing•. He gives him weul:th (1,3) and blesses him with 

ohildren (1,4). :Being a debl.· child. of Go~. m 1a the object of sa.tan'a 

anares and attaoka. Job ha.a evidently resisted him ateudtutly. Satan aee-

1ng his at-r.a.oka u1,0r. Job a.a limit.e<i by God to(). weak, one d.,- app-..ra 1n the 

ueembly ot God's angels before God ( l, 6-12) t,o a,.-. l&k with God ooncerning 

Job. \ioo. ex_preauses his joy ovtu.· 1100•• oouuuot, (.i.,8). :&..twreu,POn S.1;M,1J .•qu.ea

tiona Job's piety. He ola.ima thl:t,t "Gbe steE&.dfaatneas _ot Job ia not rema.rk

able at all oonaidering all t.he bleasint;a Job reoeivea from God. Job doe■ 

not tear God in vain. If God should take from Job his poaaeaaiona, hie pie

ty would soon 'turn into godlessness (l,10-11). God thereupon i;arm1.ta Satan 

to ta.lee all Job's possessions from him, but c cmnanda him to &Jri&re hia bo~. 

Hopeful~ Satan r.0\1 takes from Job his we&lth ano. children (l ,l.3-19). Job 

ie indeed very sorrowful, but cont,iJary to Satan& 9Xl)ectat1ona, he does mt 

ain (1 1 20-22). ~hereuI-()n SattLD get.a from God tm i;ermission to attack Job 

1~ hia bo~, but he mu.st a._pa.re Job's lite. Satan making full. uae of thi■ 
•✓ 

i;ermieaion, strikes Job w 1th & frightful affliction (2, 7-8), wi'th tbe moat 

terrible form of le):n"o&y, ao that. Job's living body be"1ns to deoq. Not 

even thia is enough. Sata.n 'turns from .Job hie own wife anl uaea her to 

tempt him f'rom faith. .Hut in all tllia .Job remains atewitut (2,10). .But 

hie aioknesa is l'J:Olonged, there is no relief. Bia three beat friends come 

to oomtort him (2,ll.) bu~ 'they only aggravate hia suffering (2,12). Joo'• 

•uttering is almost unbetaable und brings him f'ina.Uy to auah agony that he 

auraea the cia.Y of his birth (3). In this misstep ot Job, the friends mean 

to have tound the oause ot Job• s auttering, it ia his sin. Eliphd the 

~emun1te begins to reprimand Job tor his ain, bringing Job ·to tmt at.age 



!. 
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where he w1ahea death upon h1msel.t (6, 9). linertlJe leaa Job mat ntaina !ii• 

innoaenae, knowing that God forgives ain (7,2~21.). Bilda4 then o&l.l.e 

Job vindication arrogance (8 ,2), aa.ving tb:i.t God does not punish w1 thout 

oauae (8,3), that he does noli _punish the Just, (8,20), am that Job 1 a da• 

tense is eypooruy (8 ,13). over against him Job JIBintains hia i:nnooenoe 

(9-10). Zophar the Naanathite oonf'il'mS :Sildad's aoausation ot :t\fpooriay 

against Job (11). Job again cie:f'encia himael:f' (12-14), expreaaing his oollf:1-

denae in God even beyond da~th (13,15 ,16) anci d.enyi:ng only a aoming back 

to lite on this earth (14 ,10-14). But his friends are not yet satisfied. 

lllipbu·aaa1n Biiewca on Job's 1niff,u1~y (15,f>). Job becomingve~ indignant 

over this re,Ptti t.ion of' his un~rounded accusation (16 ,3-4) still ma1.nta1-hing 

his innocence (16 ,17), and since all his f'riends tail him, puts his whole 
~ 

trust in his heavenly Wi 'tness (16 ,l.9-20). Bilciwi thereui.on classes ,;,:ob with 

the moat wicked o:f' men (18,4). ·.1.'his 01:4,uses Job to burst, forth in lamenta
...euld 

tion of his terrible plight. Goci ht.a.a t.aken t.t.ll from liim, his honor, wealth · 

and family, he hE.1.8 af:f' 11 ot.eci him with a. frightful cii sease ( v .20) , hi/tr7.end• 
~ .. 

· Bild his kinsfolk, yes, ever, hi1.1 servtmts abhor him. Ar.a. not only that, even 

God, whom he has served., acts as his enemy (v .11). And. now his la.atl't;i~da 

stand before him and unjustly reprilDW'!d him. He urgently pleads tor pity. 
. OH 

On earth there is nothing left f'or him, no oomtort am no oonaolat.ion. All 
t:-. 

he haa 1s his life and ~h c:tt is, to all indications, even to del)a.l't from him~ 

And now in this dark night of' tribulation anci despair, when all earthly 

hope is gone, he sees a shining light. liia soul 1n f'ai th breaks tbro~ 
.... 

the enshrouding gloom a.a his mouth utters th>se reDEl.l'kably hopeful word■ in 

19,25-2'7. And. in orcier to give these word11 eve-ry em.Pha,Bis, to make them 
-~ 

atand forth as a beacon over t,he surging waves, agains't Yhiah the s~rongest 

breakers oannot prevail, be introduces them w.l. th the words: •Oh mi:lt my 

words would be v,rit,teni, Oh that they would be recorded 1n a. book with iron 

Pen and .lead eternally graven in the roak. • (19 ,23-84). Job now looka a

•a.v from all his trouble. He wi 1:tl'lBs now 'to give u'tteranae to word.a, whiah 

~• -110uld like t.o have prflserved eternl'.l.1.ly. :J:.heref'ore he wiama that they 



' . 
•ere recorded in a book, or, better still, thca.t thEW were hewn in a rook 

mnd the excavated c1:1v1 ties f'illed with lea.d, th1:a,t. they migl& at.w,d forth 

lboldly as a testimony f'or him to the world aft.er his death. In a_pi te of 

fthe taot that he experi etlces nothing but misfortune, that on earth t.h.ere 

:11 no comfort and ho_pe f'or him, that there is on etarth apparently noth

:ing in store f'or him but impending cieu.th, yet t.he world ahould kno\Y thla.t 

lhe does not deptart in des~air, t.hat a.a he lived a child of God, so also 

mill he die. ~hen too t.he words which he 1& abou; t.o ut &er are wortey ot 

lbeing preserved eternally. He ,iiilaces t.hem on a ;nr wit.h uod's word.a, he 

lknowa tha.li he BJ.'e~s in&.f,ired words of ~.he greu.tes t import.W'lce. The words 
.,:,._ 

~to which he refers are vv .25-27: •Bu.Ii I, I kr,ow, my redeemer lives and bS the 

:atroyed ( lit.-smit.ten ~n ,1Jieces) i:anc.i. from my :flesh I shall see God, w.ilom I 

- •will see f'or teyself, and m:-, eyes be.hold. and 1,ot anot.her i rcy Yeina fQJilish in 

ID\Y bosom." 

In s:t,,i te of t.he fa.ct tr~t J"ob Ctl.ll eXJ,j eot no comfort tir.d no help from 

:man and that a.eta.th is accordi:r,g to all indications inevitably near, he yet 

is fully conscious of one on whoin he Ci:lL rely, who is st. ill on his s id.e. 

~be ) is most vrobu.bly a.civersative, "uut.". ,.~i 8tunds at t.be begil'ining evi

dently with emphe..sis anci i1·, zili:4.rked conT.rast ~ his :friends. Ylhile his 

frier,ds clf&.im that. his 01:1.use ia ho};leless, nevertheless he knows otherwise. 

"But. as for me, I know, my redeemer is .Living," BU¥& he. He comfort.a him-

means to redeem, to ram:JOL,, and so 

t,he ve1•b .Sc.\."a., us eel a.a 

1a. ~ X." A is i:.a. redeemer, .. one Ylho ra.nsoma 

anoT.her. The questior. of' ~r;:-uno1:mT. im:.,orta.nce is: "'ino is this redeemer, 

this .5X') 0 r whom Job &J:1eaks." 1\.fany wish t.o interi::,ret it. of i:l.mere man, a .. 
kinsman of Job. 'ihey .t'oint for t.he s11oe tan ti ation of u~1is int.er _pret"'"l.ion to 

Lev. 25 ,25 where this verb is 11sed t.o desigru:1.t.e t.11 e obligat ior1 w':.li ch evolv

ed upon the neurest reli,-cive, 11r.1.u1ely the obli~tior. t.o redeer.."1 the property 

whioh his rela.tive ha.Ci been co~i'a.Lleci to sell for debt. :lhia:1 is or:e meclll-

ing Which this word has (.i'ium. f>,8; 1 K. 16,ll) ili oa.n r.ielall "neuresT. kin1:1nu:.n•. --



It waa also one of tile i;,rime ciutieti of this kinaDU:ill to avenge the dea.th of 

hia murdered rel.1::1.tive; in cue· anyone·' s netareat relative was DUrdered, he 

beoame the official executioner of. th! murderer. But this inter,12"etatiion 

doe as no't fit here a.t all. Job despairs of doll hwran pt«"iicipation in hie 

trouble. His best friends, his closesr. relatives tum "their bta.cka U.[lon him, 

they abhor him. Besides job could not. expec~ his ldnsman to mstore his 

property, neither did he, for tte lose of the prol,erty waa the leas~ of hia 

vexation. CoUld he ~hen be looking forwtil"d to t, he time when his kins.mar, 

would &.venE!;e his ciei:a.t,h? Cert.w.nly not, for he did not expaot i:i. violent death 

b.t the hands of a murci.erer, in wilic1.1 case only the neca.1•es t ki11Sman could 

avenge his d.eca.th. l!.'ven if Job haci a kinsmun, who h&cl not turned from him, 

what could. such till one do for him'l Thia inter freta.tion 1ihen is impossible. 

lio man is mei.l.rlli. But f>i}'A.ha.s int.he o. :1:. a very 1,eculia.r meaning. It ia 

often ai;plied to God (Prov. 23,10.ll i J·er.o0,34; Ps.19,14; 78,35; 103,4; 

Isa.41,14; 4~,14; 44,6.24; &--,a+; 47.4; 48,17; 49 1 ?.26; 54,5; 5-;'8; 60,16; 

63,16). '..I.he verb is used of uoa. as ei;A.l"ly as l!:xod.. 6 ,6 i 15, 13. 'the closest 

thought then t.o link u.1,1 wi t.h ~ L,· ~is t.hi:1.t. of u0d 1 and it is God. to Ylhom .. 
Job here refers"! 'ihe.S~~'). here is t.he s..a.me .i:;e.1·son m has mentioned 16 ,19. 

I I 

There he callee. him his wit.ness ( -..7:j?) and s;;q& of him lib~ he is iri hea-
• 

ven (JJ~.Q~~). :Ou~ not Goci. oonsici.ered ca.s 1.he ·.Lrinity is mea.rn~ hare, but 

God the Son, ~he seconci. :f,erson ot the 'Irinity. '.L'he t.erm is used in tbut wiq 

of the Son of Uod in Ps. 7~,14:•He will redee.m their soul from op~ression 

and violence, a.r,d !Al'ecious will be their blood in his sight,• and beyond 

the shadow of tt. cioub1i Isa. 59,20: 11.Ar.cl ~he Redee.r.ae1. .. shall 001118 to Zion, anci 

unto them thti.t t.urn f1.•om traniagresaion in Ji:&Cob, saith "the Lord.• Job here 

a peaks in te1·ms peculiar t.o t.he }:ia,tric:t.rcha, Hot. v:hoae time he rr.oa,:; i:.rooca.b~ 

live(l. .1ror .Jacoc usel:5 t.he vero !:, ~ ~ wnan ne aqs in t.ne well .lCllO\m o.L;'..ting 

48. Thia even Drivf.r and urq acimit ( 'J.'he Int.l. Crit • Comm. J: •none other than 

the living uod.• ~,'t"Ju,.,,u'/-(h4w't4··f>4'~~j!.~. 
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(Gen.48,16) :•~ angel. ot the Lord whioh ~ me trom all evil, bleea 

ea lade.• Aooorclingly • the Angel Kt/"f' S { oxrr. the otten mm tioned and 

well known angel. ot the Lord, the second p,raon ot ~ini ty, 18 the redeem-

L ~~• \ "'•' L"'t.t'\ er, the ..:.,•ll "1 In this aenae then the:>~Aia Job'a true kinsman, he ia .. . .. .. " 
hie true brother. Job oalla this reciee1DBr a living redeemer, ( 'll)°.° Job 

T 

aeea betore him nothing c,ut death, hia own lite is tailing, but hia redeem-

er livea. And in view of' the 1"1.1.0t that thia redeaner 18 God we \Uld.erattADd 

that thie . "1. n means much more th&r.1. merely ~aaeasing lite. God 1a the liv-
r 

il'lS God (cieut .5 ,26 i Pa. 42,:&;'fil,8; 84 ,2; et.a.) and that beoau. ae m himael.:1" 

·".lives eternally, living through all aciversity, death has no pouer over him. 

:But ha ia also the l.ivJ:ng God beo1&U&e he is me t"oupt.ain o:1" lite, the giver 

•ot life. 'l'he life o:1" God is oommunioative (Gen.2.'1i Deut.32,39)~ Thia point 

,eapeoil:Ll.ly is ot 'the ut.moat. import.tWce to Job, that ha hta.a a living redeemer, 

:he who a~J,aren'tly is at the door o:1" cie1:1.th. :&his point he atresaea em;..~atio

,&lly. Knowing th&.t this redeemer has redeeJDBd him ani is living tor him, he 

, aalla him ~ !)' l , "m:, redeemer", oonf'i dent, of th is very ft10t th.Lt he w 111 . . 
;also grant bim. l.ife; not in thls world, not. a mere reati tution ot health, 

:tor he is sure of impending death (l.f,5; 17,l; l.9,10). And of till -mi■, o:1" 

1the fact that he has a 11 v ir,g r ecieemer, ar.t.d of al. 1 tb ta. t. th is impl. i ea he 18 
r -----·~-----------~-------- _...,. _____ ........... ~·--~ - _...___.___,_._ ~ 

•49. He ie dietinguiaheci from the Fa.ther in Gen.48,l.5. '.llJe B.~. designation 

oof lihe Son of God ta.S line li.eciee.nier is well mown (Ro211.3,24; Ga.l.3,13;eto.). 

ffll8 book ot Job al.Bo si;euka of this angel. Elihu apea.ka of an angel who ia 

Jlllediator bflltweftn Gnd and mart, w'hn brings reoonoiliatiol'! erid obtatna e;raoe, 

•ho is the Lord (33,23.24) • 

.f112. Whether '//ia t:a.ciJ. or Q,ual.. Pert. is imDJta.terii:ll. u.nd ota.m,o~ be <iecici.eci. It 

maitera nothing if we t.ran&l.i:.L"e: "my recieeJIBr lives• or •1s living•. 

mi. Bote again how the do ot.L~in6 ot reaurreotion links ui:, with the doctrine 

oaonoerning God and the llesaibh. 



-:sa-
oerta1n. He sa_ys of ittJ//7' (I know). 1.7' means to ,PSroeive, to come to 

••· - .._ --, 
know. This was with Job ·a deep sea.tecl knowledge, a. firm conviction. He had. 

come to know ·and expresses here bod)a.saing opinion. "Here ha g1. vea us no 

gueaaee • no surmises , no OI,inions half' oloucied with doubt, bu.; the unal ter-

1:1.ble conviction of a. suffering soul, uttered in tbe face of death, 'I know 
~-a. 

that 111:f .Redeemer l.ive'th.' • I.; is a. knowled&e o~ fa.i th (liom.8,38; 2 Tim.1,1.2) 
~,J. 

gain'!!d out C'f' thP. Wt'rd c-f Gnd (Gen. 3,15; eto.). In &;?:it-, ,:tr ¥'"1&t hisl''frititrt<.fB 

•a.v, in spite of' the fact that tlu.ngo seem to indicate the contrary, he be

lieves in a living Redeemer. 

That we have IJ.ot .,tiUt too much in 1.he word "'V,. is evident not onl.y :from 
I 

the tact that a !,c\{). meu.ns nothiug to Job, who is t1.t the ;vortel.s of ciel.1.th .. 
if he will. not. resurrect him, but also from that v1hicll he predicates of' him 

in all the following words. Ee Si:\Y'S lJ·Jf.:;. ~!-~! ~~ll~ • } i1I? ~ from 

with the acij. ending 

Gen.33,2), then na:rtern, 11la~ern, '1following 11 , then "the la&t","latest•. It 

has the meaning of n1a.st. 11 in our .i?e1,ssage. liitlr,y liake it hei•e in t.he sense of 

•atteruu:11111 {so Gesenius) (Hinternua.nn, nil.Ohtr~glicher Verteidiger) in the 

sense o'f 'future\':i.ndica.t.or. This int.eri:,reta:t.ion &J;rings from the intentions 

ot the commentators to uphold. i;he ;parallelism wi th~cX}twhic,1 they int.eri.ret 

as apeaki11g of a me.!'e human ~no.ic~tor. 

meaning to 5~). 2.) we would. ex,1JE1ct in 

huli l.) they have given the wrong 

a. st.riot ,tia,rtlllelism not )i)!J ~ 
I •• 

but 1.J() 71~ to co1·resJ:lond. to "~~ ~. 3.) tand there itJ r,o )ti:i.l'al.lel .to substi:m-
• -: - • • . s-a 

tiate the rendering of )Jl~~ with 11a:f'terw..n~. It could be transl."ted, as 

Delitzsch seys, with ~sterus, out. used ot a divine Person it al\Ya.}"B has the 

52:-~11e731]ii1c~-1tevTew~ •·v1-r;-0o't.7i'922:-i. T45. ------

ll- As Del.itzsch aa.ys:"hiar, hat a.em ,n~~ die Bedcf. NclOhm&.nn im Sinne von 

vind~3S (Hirz • .2..-,.) oder Hintermann im Sinne von secund.ant (Hahn) _gegeben---

das Wort bed.eut.et niahts ciergleichen, es bed. }:.Ost.erU!\, unci postJ."_~JlY.!., hier 

letzteres im Sinne von Jes. 44,6; 48,12. Vergl. 41,4. 



1Maning •1~t•. In this manner it is used Ylhere God ia apoken ot u •the 

:fir•~ am tbs last"/ (Ia. 41.4; 44,6; 48 ,12). · .a.heae parallels also show 

·that it ia beat not to take it a.a an ad.verb but _ra.ther &ll a. noun, altho~ 

in meaning it reIDE:1.ins the same whether we translate •at l•t• 1 •on the laat 

· clq• (A.V.) 1 or "as the lut". '.£hii:s word then preciioatea eternity ot the .. , 
2, l\ ,. • When all else shall ha.ve passed f.iRl,a,y I he will remain. And what 

the~? Will this ~~•A then also ci1 ts? Or, the cont,r&.ry then above all he v1ill 

"begin to aot most energeticbll.y. M the last (note that the ad.J. precedes 
--6 

tbe verb 'for emphasis' sake. Geseniua Gram. Pa.rag. 118 'ft, )he will arise, make 
. ,,; 

.. ready for t.i.ction, he wil.l .arise in Joe's int.erest (/J1f 1 of'. Dt.19 1 15; Ps.12 16) 
T . 

And as Ji'J !Jc:~ denotes the t im~ when this shtll.l occur, namely a.t the end ot 

de.Ya, so ~~,-!,Y designates the :pla.oe u~n which it will take :.L,laoe. 'fhe 

worda)Jf---~ l_ have been v&.riously in"'er!)ret.eci. It is indeed true that ll·lf ~'r.- ,. 
strueci. with ~'J often means "to arise UlJ a gainst• (Jud. 9,18; !lea. 32,2; 

2 Sall. 18,32; Psa.86,14). And so some would t.a.lm it to indicate that the 

Redeemer would arise against ,;he dust, i.e. the ciust of Job's accusers. But 

in the first i;l.ace such c.. thought is foreign to the cont.ext, and then it is 

very improbable that individual }jersona, a.-lthough they are dist and ashes, 

should be designa.teu. wi i;:h ·the genera.! concei;,tion "dust"• therefore many 

refer )1'1to ciec:1.1.h· and t.he aru.ve. Thit1 idea. wou.ld fit into the context. .But -T . g 
U). 

'1!).)l is not the s i:l.l'.11e as •a.eath• exoe.rt \Vhen the cont.ext dem&nds it (20,11). 
-...-

Others &.gain transl.a.i;e:•lie Ylill &.rise over -r..he dl.lst", wid interpret it of 
' 

the resurrection .of Chrisli. · 'J.:hen howev~r )J7!{:C would not receive its due 

t.111d 11JJ would virtua.l.l.y again hi:i.Ve the meta.ning of "death". And so it is 
-T 

beat to take 1 1 in its lo cca.l sense 11u};On". "1 l) Y is t, he dus1i of lib:: grave J, f-T 

i1n,o which job 's body ilia.a crumbled. If v.e ia.sk: •For what purpose will Job' & 

living Redeemer ta.rise", ,;here is only one oorl:eoi; &:arlS~er. He will arise liO 

anatbh Job, ,-,horn "b~ 'bas rAdA~~P.d from sin, and F.t. lan from ""atb, fr,:.m tbe 

.§.i.. Iaa. 48 ,12: 
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-3,~- of t.he king of terrors. Job's hoJ;B is none other tht.az1 the hope ot re- . 

■narreotion. Th1:1.t this · is what he means to indicate is o Ja.ar trom the f'ol

lLowing words, which describe the manner ot his resurrection •. Job prooeeda: 

JIJ~'1Y~~-) .J7X1'1-D"l?~ '1[Y t'!J~] These words give the :maul.t of the .. . . . . .. 
-.iaing of Job's Redeemer u.I,;on the dust.. 1'!]_X. Oan be eit.mr preposition,ad-

.... warb or conjunction. It, is improbable t.ha. t it. should be oonjunot.ion ainoe 

-· would then expeot.1~l~ n -:-"\? • ~Ve" is sometimes omitted, but, then 

_ Ila oloaely 00T1ni1:11oted wi tb the VP.rb. .Nor does this verb BAP.m to bA uee:td ad• 

- werbially here. Also the tl.ciV .,n ,r ti& 1a. rLll.e Sli&nds in oloae proximity to -tAAthe 

w~rb. /Tl;f. is here se.t'ar~ted .from ·)!>~~ t.o .indi.0&.te· thAt. it. is a. _preI<Q-

11itior.. Aa a ~e_i:;Osition (flc'\ means •o~,ind• ·(local) or •attar• (tem,al()ral). 

7nc ..... , i:, is t.em,£Joral only when it refers to an action. It is local v,hen it 

:refers to an object, so here. /llc~ modifies l!iY am these two v~rds be

long together l:LB n·~r-1..!)r.~ a.8 &..lso the p~notua.tion ir.ciicates. '-~iYis . . . 
the word used for ~1e hide of eriimtil.s (uen.3,2li Ex.29,14) (Jer.4.l,16), but 

it is also used of huma.n skin (Ex..22,16; Lev.18,2; Job 7,5i 10,lli 30,30i 

19,20). '.1.'he phrtaie tllus means, 11bei1inu. 1JJ3 skin". '.&:he follo,ving words 

-Jlli}'-.\I>~~ are ra.the:r.· diff ioul·t. •J !) ~~ 'the fo:rm itself could. be l)ii;phw.. or Piel 
. sy 

of P/2] • The lU.c-hal is here imJ:,01:usible as is re&.dily seen. So we have~re 

the Piel of lJ pl . i'iow t l'le re i:i.l'e t,\·10 verbs ~ 7'J, tba one n'.e uning•to move in 

aa. circle•, •to enoirole","li~ enco-n1~tA.Bs•, the other 11 to strike•, "to out•, 

•to smite in pieces", "ciestroy•. '.1.he :verb here. used cannot mean "to en

oiro1e•, since 17 tJ ought ~rer~ to be in the ~.µ:,R. (Job 19 16). '.i:he Piel ot 

the verb cannot be proved to h&.ve t,lle meaning 11 to encircle•. But even it 

it had that metilling this interlJI"et.ation would bririg "1.1iJ amlli1togethar, 

the tranalatiori being:"tilerata.fter t.hey will surrou.ncime wilih my skin•. 

a:--Theplurai-·form·owi-only bed.COOunteci.forby the exliremely :forced su.g• 

geation that its subject is in the singula.r form1/,~fuaed oolleotively of 

the parts of the body. 

. . . . . \ . 
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:But 7 iY is masculine while ll.<Yt is teminine, &11d the two ow.not be brought 

together. Then too, the vast separation ot qoun anci pronoun would. be an 

unpermitted ha.rdn&sa. Above t1.ll the obJect (me) would have to be supplied, 

anc1 this is not even ti& much as suggested in t,he· foregoing. Aga.in, } P 'J . 

ia not construed with the cl.ouble accusative as tbla would. rF-quire, but it 

is oonst.rued wi t.h the accusative or with 1'Y, or it b_oth r,erson and thir.g 

are mentioned, with the ta.ocusative ot the thing an_d ~l.. ot the :.;:.erson (19 ,6). 

On t1'JA othP.r bal"ld iihA rneMing •to smite in piAoes•,•to destroy" tor thA 

Piel ot1/f:; is undeniably certtLin, bei1~ testified to by such ra,ssagea as 

Isa. 10,34; 17,6. The thirci person .l)lurti.l is to be 'Cl:l.ken impersonta.l. It 

is so used v;ith reference to a. hWllall agent (Geser,ius GriaJD., par1::1,g. 144) to 

give expression to t.he passive. Y:e ha.ve here a.n ap:i;ositionw. relative 

clause (Delitzsch) in which the rela.t.ive .fil"Onoun is omittedf' 'i'hus we tr&.r}s-

late,"V.'hich ru...s been desr.royed", (Gei-mc:m: \'ielches man zerschlia.ger, ha:1;). 

Thi.- rencieririg :ls supJ,,orted by the ~unctu~tion tJiY1!)~ belor.iging together 

as cio »X}-.>=D~I . Aocor<i ir,gly, Job cio es not. only refer to his de 1a.th1 but , 
he expresses its to t.a.l. corruption (26a.). '.i:he wordJ/c~r stil.l r,resent s 6011L8 

. 
difficulty. bu't the sa.r:1e difficul'ty, besides many others, remain& in all 

nther suggested renderings. It. modifies the verb ·l ?1fl as the~ indi

cates, a.nd has no oor,uec'tion with'~ fl wha.'tever. It is best taken as ao

comlitanied by a ges t.ure to thF- oociy (Dill.t.Ql:Lllll) in the sense of oor(7( A1JJor 

as adverbial. modifier of ro-p) mewiing "so", 111L t .hiH wise 11 
• "thus•. 

The followir£g words we ti·~~slca.~e "ar,d tro.m 1Iff flesh I sllc:.1.11 see God" 

111 api te of the f(;._ot tha.t most 001m!lent1a.tors (t111 d a.r:ong them such people as 

Delitzsch, Vol.k, Pro:fs. l,eu and S~ellhorn) trbll&lf.te "a.Lei witbout my flesh". 

":L'he ,i-l"e :position ) ~ can be eit.her neg~ive •wit.hout";or, in .tm .Local mean-
uc. 

i11g which it hus • 1 t, can mean "i;roceeding from" 8'l111il to the Greek ek amci 

the La'tin ex. It occurs very ttequen'tly ir, the local mel:ll'ling ~d less 

56. ":&.'his is no thing unusual i of. Gesenius UrEllll. • _parag. 165. 
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f'requently in the other., negative m.eaa1ing.· 0ur tramlation is tmn poa

aible:' Besides, the oontaxt absolutely demands our tranalat1otr Job ia not 

merely speaking of inmortal1 ty but of bodily resurreotionff Ha baa cie_aoribed 

hia living Redeemer as stemciing 1:1.bove t,he dust on the lut da.Y rea~ to 

manifest his power on the dust, to resurrect it, to show himself • .Redeem

er of Job's dust. Then the next verse (27) shows tha.t Joo wiahea to see~d 

with hia eyes. Could we ~ioture to ourae lv ea Job beholding God w1 t,h his 

bodily eyes and without his body! 'l'hus we must tramla:..te 1 •and from D\Y' Vri'esh 

I shall see C.iod". Job sees a resu.rre ction ot Trhe 'body for himself beyond 

. !he grave~• ) ~ Indeed denot,es se};lhra.tion here, but it. is r.ot a sep&ra.t;on 

.,ll. '.&.'his also the Int. Crit. Com. ad.mit.s:•Eithe·r awa,y from my flesh or from 

my flesh is, so far as the ~hrase it.self is aoncerned, equal.l.V I,OB&ible.• 

It admit.a ·a1so that t,he fo1'Jller maaning is •rw:-e but by no means unusuw." • 

.§.A,. It is upheld 'by ·a1e Vulgate, l3udell,hosenmueller,Kosega.rten,Umbreit. 

,§i. It is r,ot }':eculitar th&t crit.ics tinci t.l'Emselve1:1 forced here to admit an 
~

imu10rtw.ity I but deny a resurrection. lsu~ it is du.rpr1sin6 t.hat t. "aBy will ad-

mit so much t,hG.t Joo speu.ka of a life '"oeyonci the grave. Driver BaiY&:IIJsut 

from his frier,ds }'l.e (Job) Oi:.ill ex_pect nothing; and so,vit.h t.he wish that the 

1,1rotesta.tion of hia:s inl"!ocenoe might be i1moribeci in imperishable letters 1'i::on 
\,;,'> 

the rook, there pas&es :from h is lips ~he sublime Uliteranoe o:f' his ta.1th, his 

conviction that his Vino.ic~tor livet,b,. and t,lua.t. t.hough even his hwoan trt1111e 

auoowab to hit> diset.i.;e, lie will revew. himself to him after death, W"!d mu.ni

fest his right." I1~t1·00.. t.o t.he :Uiterature of t:i:1e Old 'l:estanent, p.418. 

§,Q.•Umibb.a. sari ahnulci suggP.s~ first ot all the naturn.l signifio,-noa n~ ,~, 

the pluce trou which or the concli tion in which HDd fonh fr~ wl1ich or 
-al 

through which something occurs. ·.a:lle other viewi.; 1:1,re int.ar,fireliGtions atrcaned 
-.e..rr. 

a.PUrt :f'rom his :ma.turiu metanir..g: a11cl therefore t.l1e Engl ish version translates 

simply and directly •trom my flesh'•. '.i:he .uuth. Church Reva( 1906, :.i;.5?4. 

-



tleah, but rather th&t his looli goes torth out ot his body. · 

And in thia;;ata.te,a.f'ter his bod¥ ha.a been destroyed, in his resurrected 

see Goci.. Job had. a clear vision ot a. tu ture lite in the pre-

1aenoe ot God, knowing that ·.;,n.ere is no morfl PJrfAnt hapi:,imss uum in the 

lbeatitic vi~ion ot God. F.e en1pha.tically st.resses this :f'Oint, re i:-,eating it 

•oYer and over to leave no doubt, he is convinced of what he aqa. 

,eyeiything those words sq. 

He meuna 

"' "lfrom my flesh I ah&ll see God, whom I will see 

: tor JI\Y'Self' (Dat. Com. •1n in:, •) . ,1. £a interest a.no. 11V eyes behold ano not another. 

In all these "vo:rds he lays grei::l.t em_phta.His on the fg,ct t.ha.t, thi a vision of 

God. he will ex_perienoa ia his peysioal body. He knows that· this selfsame 

bo~ shtl.11 be r~ised. He expresses his earnest longing for this resurrea

t,ion, Ba.}'ing:•ntf rtins are conswneci. witJiin ·1118.• 
He v1ho can yet der.y tm.t Job in t,his i)a&sage oomf'orta himself wi -;11 t,he 

ho~ of a bodily resurrection, wit.h the hopa of an e c.ernl:i.l lite, being with

in his body in -:.he ~resenoe of Goci., ta.rd t.bEI. t he b:.ses such hope ui:c,n his 

heavenly living l'leciee1ner, t.he .1viessiah is not open to oonvi ot,ion and will

fully perverlis the text. Although the words a.re diftioult 1 their sense is 

not unintelligible. ~hey clearly teach a resurrection of the body equal ~o 

'"· th~t taught in l Cor. 15; Phil. 3,~0f'f; l John 3,2. 

§1. ""78.\vit.h emphasis, ithioh is still .:nore st,ressed by '~ ,I Jey"Self' as I . . 
AM . 

at,and before you. '.!:he ide.-.. to which Job gives prominence is tha.t he will see 

God not by proxy, but, wi "lih r.J.s own body. 

A,&. His very eyes, his bodily, physical eyes. 

§1. )~ is ta.ken by soL'le i:i.S c:&.1,lfO&ition to the a.co'." •God~. •1 wil.1. see God 

not c.& a:. strw1ger, riot. i:a.s a.n enexq. :Out. 1 ~ does not mean enemy. It ia 

better ta.ken as a.~posit.ion u, the nom. ( 'J'J.!J' ... ___ '~-!"J ). lfeither is 

t,bft contra.at between J"ob 611d his friends. Job sa.vs:•I will behold God a.a 

ieyself, in this body and not another, a dift' erent being. 
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Jg, Prophet■ 

44. 

Sinoe,theretore the ocmoeption of a bodil.7 re■urreation 1■ part 

BZL4 parcel of the belief ot God' ■ ah114ren from the earliest c1qa 
., 

\Ve are not ■urpri■ed to find the prophet■ dealing with it a■"\■elt-

aYidant and generally known and aacttptecl tact.We tim 1J1 their writmga a more de-

tailed a■chatology. !J!le doatrine ot the final Judgment whiah is alres41' so pro-

mine.nt 1n the Psalm■ (Ps.94,l-3;144,5-7;98,4-9;97,2-6;76,8.9;29;102,25-27;96,13; 11,6; 
140~10; 2;110,5.6;72,4.) 
1B e■peoially els.borate in the prophetic \Vritinga.!J!le "clq ot the Lord", i.e. Judg-

ment dq1is gre•t and veey terrible (Joel .2,11.),a clq of destruction fur the 

pbyaical world (Isa.2,12-20;13,9-11;13,13;241 18-20; leph. 1,14-18.).0n thi' 4q the 

Lor4,the ?dessiah,lhe Son ot Uan (Dan.7,13)(ct also Ps.2 and 110) will visit dire 

punishment upon the wicked \Joel 4,13;.Amos ~.1e.18;Isa.2,101. But this~ of the 

destuuction ot the world need not be teared~ the faithtul children ot God; tor 

"whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved"(Joel 1,8.),and 

"the Lord will be the hope ot His people"(Joel 3,16;ct.alao Obadiah 17;Isa.25,9; 

Zeoh.14,3-5;91 14;10,6;12,71etc.)It ia therefore impossible that the d~ ot the 

Lord should be looked upon as a day of total amiihilation ot all things.For then the 

tate ot the just and tho unjust would be alike. Bince, however, the Lord \Villon 

that day give to the righ~eous the victor7 over the wicked in that he will exalt 

A4. ·.'11th \?hat ~rea.t self-conf idence these facts are denied is seen from t his state

ment or llcClintock an i String (under t he head: Res'DJlrecticn): It is a.dI:litted that 

there are no traces er such a belief in the earlier Hebrew Scriptures. It is not to 

be found in the Pentateuch, in the historical bookS, or in the Psalms; tor ?sa.xlix, 

15 c'i.oes not rela te to the subject, neither does Psa.civ,29.30 alt:1Ciw.;h so cited by 

Theodoret and others. The celebrated passage Job zix,25 sq. has indeed been strong

ly insisted upon in ~roor of the early belief in this doctrine; but the most learned 

commentators nre a~reed, and scarcely anyone at the present disputes that such a view 

arises either f'rom mistranslation or misapprehension, md that Job means no more than 

to express a confident conviction that his then diseased and dreadfully corrupted 

body should be restored to its former soundness;that he should rise f•om the depr;:de4 

state in which he lq to his former prcsperity;and that God \TOuld ma.nifestl.7 appear 
• 

(as was the case) to vindicate his ~prightnass. 



45. 

Ii■ people and pam.11!,. His anemia■• ran.rel and puni■Jmmlt mut reaah be,ozad the eD4 

ot tlma into etemlt:,. Jooorcl111gl.7 1;he prophet■ of 014 0Cllltorte4 their fellow• with 

the uauranoe ot ·an eternal bl1••• ■peeking to them of an"everla1t1Dg ld.114Da■al an4 

•1"07 (I■a • . 64.8. )and an "enrlaatmg aal..vation" which ahall last "world w1thcut eD4" 

(I■a.45.17. J. ~e new covenant which Jehovah a■tablilhea with Bia people 11 an eterml 

om (Iaa.55.3; Eseah.37.26.} and the lle■siah' ■ ldzlgd.om which 1■ ma4th,!UP of Hi■ people 

la without encU.t&■a.9.7.). ~araf'ore God' ■ people "are not oonaume4"(11al.3•6•) and"w111 

walk in the name o'f the Lord our God tor aver and ever'' (W.oah 4, 5.) .Such promiaea, as 

wall° as the three.ts \1hiah lod makes to His anemiea, would be vary- vaga.a and 1ncle'f1nitl 

it not utterl7 untalli~ible, withc.,ut the )la.okgrom:ul of the knowledge of' a future lif'e 

be:,ond the deatruotion of that great and terrible ~- And alnoe God through Ila 

I prophet■ made those prediotlons and promi■e••not only to those who live to witness 

J that dq, but to those very 9eople which the prophets had before them aD4 to that 

• I 

'1'8ry generation to whom their masaa,ae■ \98re originalq a4dreBBad and which wu even 

then ■1nk1:ng into the grave , it necesaarily- follow■ that a belief in the rasurraotion 

mat be presupo■ed. Hence the :s,rophats also tell in what sen■e au.ah statements oon

oarnillg the "dB¥ of' the Lord" are to be understood b7 apeald.ng 1n direct terms of' the 

resureection of' the body which shall take place on that. dlQ'• 
• 

:'le turn first to Hoa ea 13, 14~ which 1a a baautifUl and clear predic-

tion of' the rasurreotion 0111 the last ·4q. "le rea4:"Prom Sheol's hand (1.e.power) I 

will ransom them ( set them tree), from death I will redeem them;where(6.re)thy plagues, 

O Death ? Where thy destruction, O Sheol ? Repentance 11 hid (Ni.Fat.) from m:, ey-es." 

~• passauoe clearly oontains comfort tor the the true children of God amon:: the a

postate Israelites, who are appointed to destruction on aooount of' the har4ne■■ of thett 
"\,• 

hearts. !l?he words are simpl•i~:plain. Dif'fioultias have onl7 been made by- those who 

aeak to eliminate from thG Old ~estament Soriptura• every referenoe to the fUture re-

J,6. Hosea 69 2. does net refer to the resurrect.ion. 

66. The translations of' those who SUo~•t that this passage ahould be a que■tion:"Shall 

1 raneo~ them et.o. ?~meaning aa ma.ah a■: ''Do you expect me to ronsom thom tram the grave\'1 

with a negltive answer implied, 1a aural:, without warrant. ~ make the· ■entenoa oon-
11 

di t.1onal 1 111 would ransom eto." and to ■uppq "if' t.hey will repent~ or aqma auch phrase 
- 1"1, .. 



11111'1'eot1on. !L'aJdng the words u th91' raacl you oannot do .1u■t1Qe to them by 11m1 ting 

thal• maen1:ng to the deli varanoe .out o:t the danger o:t death or to the pres9nation 

from death. To rede.i'~rom t}J.e hmld (i.e. from the sraap,tha power) o:t sheol,ot the 

re~ion ot death, that means not merely to preserve from death, to prevent becam1ng 

the pr91" of' death, but actuall7 to wrest f'rom death its pre:,, to restore those who 

he.ve :f'allen into the dread power of' death ass.in to lif'e,!n short to resurreot.t.ha 

dead. Thia meaning o:f' the parallelism la 1111.de imperative 1>7 the double e:clema.tory ,., 
quaation:"~lhere are tb1' plaguea,c, Death ? 'dhere thy destruction ,0 Sheol ?11 !he ans-

wer is, oi' course, "mi&y are not11 • The power o:f' death is brOkan. ·,nine the pb1a1cal 

taot of death ramaina, its plagues, its destructiveness, its essential horror and 

hideousness is removed because death cannot hold its prey. There is a resurrection 

and in view of' this resurrection death has become divested and shorn of' its de

structiveness. fo perform this r ~surrection ia the positive, unalterable decision 

o! God. To remove eyery doubt as to its realit7 He adda:11Repentance ( a feeling 

sorry f'or what one has dona or said or promiaad,hanoe a change of' mind) is hid 

from my eyes. 11 

inorder to make the passage to mean that God would avert the threatened punishment 

(vv.7-13) if' Israel would see the errors of' its ways and turn to God, is clear

ly f'orced. The su~plement is purely arbitra,y and ncmhere sugge•\ad or indicated. 

And. so too all other renderings whioh are onl7 brought because man oppose th~ 

resurrection 1n the Old Testament,are too ludicrous tor serious oonsideratlon. 

!l?ha passage itself presents no difficulty to a fair mind. 

67. tf'T ~ properly mesns to out, to out 1n two, to cut loose to saver; hence to 
TT 

ransom,REdeem, literally to bU¥ back; with) q to sat tree ( that \'lhioh is s.lre~ 

held fast } • . 

68. St.Paul's reference to this passage 1n Hosea (l.Cor.15,55.} ia a beautlf'Ul oom

manta.?7 on these words and especially gives an adequate explanation of the f'Ull 

import of the words"7'L111 and r1 =,.o_-g. Paul a9.7a: 11where, 0 Death, ls tlj 
·: -r • • .,.. ~ <..\_ '- - c: ti I(~ yreo Y; 

atipg ?Where, o Death, is thy victoi,,9• 7fot1 6ad1 17olY£ C.{_,, . 

/10~ Gd'lJ/ ~d, IT~ -r,K0S; 



47. 

W1 th Just auoh preo1•e and unm1■ta'kable 1BDglZ8,Ce Ill&lah, the great

te■t of the prophet■, ■pealm of the reaurreotion of the b~. In the eigb.tll 

nr■a of the twenty fifth chapter of hi■ book ha ffitea1 ''lie (i.e. the Lor4 

of host■) will nallow up (001111U1118, 4e■troy) the death f01"8Ter; an4 wipe awau 

9111 the Lord Jehovah tear■ from off all face■, and the reproach of Hla people 

will Ha take &WS¥ from up011 all the earth, tor Jehovah hath ■'DokBD. n !he nro-- -
phat•a words need no ezplanati011. !ale Lor4 ot Boats will ultim&taq put a complete 

an4 to the King of !error■ by azmihilat:lng him altogether, so that death will be 

destroyed atarzm.lq. And the children of God, forever tread from death's tell 

power, will thereby also be removed from all that goes with death, from all 

the preauraora, companions, and aaaooiatea of death; for tlle Lor4 will wipe aft1' 

all tears from their e7es1 i.e. He will remove all oawsea of tears as sor

rov,,trouble, distress, anguish, suffering sialmeas, and misfortune of ever, de

aoript1011; He ,1111 dry up tears• fountain. In other words they will be raised 

from death, their body will be resurrected to enter into an eternal, uninter

rupted state of bliss. !here all reproach and reviling 'Whioh they endured tor 

their faith's sake \Vhile living as mortals on earth \7111 have come to an em • .Ul 

this 1S definitely sure and eertaln because it is Jehovah, the God of the coTe

nant, the God of grace and truth, who makaa this promise to Hls children. !J!lase 

words of the prophet are spoken with 118\v testament olea.rnesa. no wonder st. 

Paul uses - ill ... them ln hls Jubilant, triumphant exclamation:''Death is 

swallowed up in vlctoryl" (l.Oor.15,54.). !rhe tact :fl!lt!l't of the resurrection could 

not bo more posltlveq stated. (Ct.also the lB.Dc,,IPU&.39 of the New Testament in 

Bev. 7, 13-1 '1. ) 

In the f'ollowinf: oliapter (oh.26.) in the nineteenth verse the ~on-

cragatlon of tho redeemed, confidentl7 lif'tins up her eyes to her God, la macle 

to declare: "Liva will 1'hy dea.cl",i.e. God's O"IID de~, those dead th9.t belon3 

to God by virtue of their faith. !aleae whom Cod has during the period of their 

earthly life acknowledged as Bia own, as His children, thouah the7 have sun-

ken into the srave and crumbled into the dust of oorrupti011,those shall live 

again. !!he use of' the p_ron9~ ••~" shows what unwav~rb;ig c011f~dence t~e 3>rophet 



and. the CDmroh tor Whom he ill! apolmaman h&Te in the taot that Goel will :raiee aga:ln 

to lite the dead bod.lee of Bia lhllllrell. !heea dead are Bia, bel011g to Bim. He 

la their God; ehoul4 Ha than laaTe they become tha unretrieTed ~ ot death t 

"God le not the God of the dea4 but ot the livmg". Iaaiah oontima11 to apealt 

in the name of the Ohurab.: "-liiile-"tllll'-~ oorp■a■"!9 !he ter■nes■ of these az

olamationa ehowa the positivana■s with whiab. they are uttered. ln the definite 

certainty of the raaurreotion of the believers the Ohurab. aalla out over th.a 

graves of her daa4:11Awak8 and rejoice, ya dwellers of the dust (,-e that lie: m 

the duat)I For dew of lights is - -· cln, and the earth shallbring forth llhadea.n 

With longing expectation the tlhuroh awaits the oon■umtion other ~loriOtUI 

hope in the resurrection other dead. With nervous impatience, as it were, she 

looks forward to that ~ of jubilant reaurreotion. It i■ only a mtter of time 

that the children of God will "awake and rejoice". ~e resurrection is just u 

certain as is the glory:, the majesty, e.nd the power of God, in tact it is based 

on the power oJ God. For as in the realm of nature the mornblg dn haatthe pro

perty of refreshing and revivifying the plants, which have been wilted by the 

the aun• s burning raqs of the previoue day, and opens &gas.in the flowers, which 

have folded in their petals tor the sleep of the nis}lt, so, in a much higher, 

more perfect sense, will the dew, the power, of Iha omnipotent God liab,t upon 

the earth, that vast cro,ve of mortal man, on the resurrection morn with its lite

giving qualities, so that by it.a wo1•kings the earth will be fructified, aa ifs 

were, to yield forth, to bear her dead, the shades and shadows, the corru~ted 

bodies of men. And as nature's aparkli?!g dew reflects the glories ot the san, 

■o will this act of God's omnipotence reflect the divine glory of the "Father 

of Lights",and all the more so because these raaurreoted bodies will be in a 

glorified, transfiaured state. 

69. ;-, ~ ?.--:J is a word \Titheiut a plural.It is hare used in a collective sense. 

Ct.Gesenius• Hebrew Grammer fl22 a.DJ.a 8huroh is hara ape,ak111g o'f her dead bo41", 

i.e. of_ her dead members. The expression is very adequate. For the individual 

members ot the ohuroh torm one bo41' and this union is net attaatad, severed even 

by death. 
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In theae paaaagea the prophet spealal of the rellUl'raotion ot the righteous; 

however, he alao indiaatea that the bodies ot the wicked will be restored to lite. 

!hia he doea espeoialq 1n the 24th verse of the 66th chapter. 11.And they (i.e. the 

worshipers of' Jehovah, v.23) go forth am look upon the bodies ot the men, tho a

poatatea f'rom me (thoae that have broken with ma ), tor their worm shall not die an4 

their tire shall not go out, and th81' ahall be an abhorrence (an object ot horror) 

unto all fleshV !!!hey prophet la hara s:peald.ng oil the punishment of those that have 

rebelled against, trsnsgrassed &g"'8.inat Jehovah.In the terms of' Christ and the Nn 

featament Gospels He describes the state of' everlasting clamnation,using the aama 

picture which is the background of' the term Gehenna.Q Goi!Jg out of' Jerusalem to 

the south the inhabi tents came upon the valley of H1:n:nom, a deep :narrow glen 

in which at certain high. places th◄apoatate people of' . l.saish' s time ·nera accustomed 

to sacrifice and to burn that• sona and daughterll as of'terings to ?Jolaoh (2.Kings 

23,10;2.Chron,28,3.). Thus this valley-presented an abhorring sight with its 

aver-burning and corrupting carcasses and ref'usa. It is tor the prophet a picture 

of' the place of eternal punishment. (Cit also Isa. 30,33.) Be seas the comp1m¥ of' the 

Redeemed fIOing forth trom the ne\7 Jerusalem and looking upon the bodies of' the 

enemies of' God and His ChurcJ wr1 thing in the agony of' unending corruption 

and undying fire .He views this punishment as a 11 ving death. Yet it these enemies ot 

God will suf'f'er in bod7 as well as in soul, if' they will undergo an unceasing tor

ment it follows that there bodies must ~~ ~raised • .And therefore there resurrection 

is here implied. 

It is with such a , oiau .. underatan41:ng of' the doctrine of ~ical resurrec

tion prevalent among the people that the Jrophat Ezechiel is able to relate his 

vision of the valley of dead bones without the least tear of' beil:lg miBUllderstood. 

!rhia is tlle vision ( recorded Ezechiel 37, 1-10.): "!lb.ere \78.S upon me tha hlµld of 

Jehovah,andbore me out 1n the spirit Jehovah and set me down in the midst of the 

valley; it was :tull of bones.And he caused me to pass overthem round about,and 

behold very 1119.DY ugon the face of the valley, and behold very dry. A:nd he saicl1 Son 
"-'-l 

of man, will these bones live ? And I said:Lord Jehovah !hou knowest.A:nd He iaicl to mi 
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.Prophely OYer these these bones am1 BS¥ to theml Ye 417 bcmea,he&r the Word of 

JehoTah. !rhua aai~ the Lord .Jehovah to these bOZLe■: Behold I (empbatio) ~.tia:.cauaillg 

bHath to coma into J'OU, am1 ye shall 111"8. I will giYa sinan upon J'OU an4 Will 

oauae flash to come upon you mi4 will coyer you with akin and gi Ya breath bl J'OU am1 

you shall 11 ve, and you lha.11 know that Iam JBhDTah • .&nd I prophesied as I waa ob~e41 

And. there was a voioe (a sound) as I prophaaiecl and behold,a tumult( a lb8k1ng, a 
the~oama 

rattling) and the bones came together, bone to his bcme. An4 I ■aw an4 behold, upon 
"'.c,.

tham sinews and: rleah.-~grn -gp: and skin covered them over the top, but breath was not 
~ 

in them.And He said to ma :ProphelJ' to the bHath, propheay, son ot mm, am1 •Bl' to the 

bHath:!l!b.us saith the Lord Jehovah:F2om the tour wim■ oma,lt breath, and breathe 

upon . these slain and they will live. And I prophesied as I was <'ODIDP714a4 and there 

oama into them the breath and they lived 8714 stood up upon their feet, a very,very 

great &l'llf•" 
·.&ct~~ 

Rega.rd.less of the interpretation ot this vision, it presupoaes a lmowleclge 

ot the doctrine of the resurrection. Eseohiel bimaelt la aaquainte4 with this 

dootrine and Ima.vs that the power to revivify these dead bones lies 1D God' a omni

potence • . When he is a:1ked v. 3:ftll these bones lin, Be mmrers:Lorcl Jebovah,Thou 

knowest •. iether these dead bones shall live again is only a •tter of God' a will. 

Ha is persuaded from what he knows of God• a almighty power and from what he lmO\'la 

about the fact of the universal resurrection on the last~ that God oan bring these 

dry bones,devtid of skin,flesh and sinna, baok to life it be so«deairea. And the 

faot that he thus brings the vision to the attention of bis people 'd«alln\ ~ ex-
-tliJ' 

planatoey introduction shows that he is not tolling them something UIJhaard ot, but ths.t-
70 

he takes the same knowledge for granted with them • 
• 

But the explanation and interpretation of this Yision is a most cogent 

&l'IWlfal};t"; :ror the belief in a tu.tare rasurreotlon. '?ha Lord Himself' explains the 
tL. 

Yision to the prophet 1n. this wisa:".And Ba said unto ma:Son of man, these bones are th-

70. Surely it is a unfounded claim ,man Iha New International EnOJ'Olopaedia s~ 

(under the head:Reaurraction) a"!J!ha valley of bonas 1D Esaohial :uzviii. does not 

suggest, but rather precludes, familiarity with the doctrine of a resurrection." 
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Whole house of Isrs.el.They, behold, t hey are a~ing:Our bones are dried,and. our 

hope is perished, ,,e are cut off to us. ~erefore prophas1 and •~ unto thami!rhu 

saith the Lord Jehovah:Behold I (emphatic) will open your graves and 1 will cause 

7011 to come up out of your graves, 11\v' people, and l will briJJg you to thecland of 

Israel. And you shall know that I am Jehovah in 1IS'.f o-,ening :,our graves ~ in 

I\', bringing you up out of your graves,:U, people. And I will give _,. Spirit in ycu 

and J'OU shall live, and I \";111 place J'OU in your land, and ye shall lmOW that I 

Jehovah, helm said it and do it, -the saying of Jehovah." 

The vision is herewith a~plied to "the whole house ot IaraelV ; ~om this 

statement in verse 11.m~st oomnentators have concluded \bat the prophetic vision 

applies only to the national restoration of the a:ilad Israel. However such a re

stricted interpretation cmmot do full justice to the Lord's om ez,tlamtion of the 

vision, especially not to the umnodified declaration in ver■e 12:"I will open 7our 

graves and oause you to oome forth out of your graves." There can be little doubt 
71 

that we have here a ce.se of prophetic, perspective description. !he Prophet is here 

given a revelation of the immediate end the tar distint ta.ture,in one vision. time 

haa no place in the picture . -.11th one glimpse he seas revealed to him the events 

which are soon to take place, the rat'li.rzJ.-~.bt -·his, pebpl:a 411t'b! th,•a_,o,m~aountry 8D4 
~ 

their restoration as a ne.tion,a."'ld together with these the oaaarrencea of .. \'lhlbh .th'71&re 

a picture and type, the f'mal ·reirlirNation of the spiritual Israel, the people of God 

of all times, and theta, entrance into their own promisa4 land, the Raw Jerusalem. 

'lhus type and anti type, both lying in the ta.tu.re, flow together in the picture. !i!his 

interpretation is also demanded by the context. !b.us, and onq thus, can we find in 

thia chapter the necessary progress of thought, the continuation of the praceadh!g 

propheay in chapter 36,,vhich describes th8f period of the New lastmnant. 

71. ot. for example I!.Iatthew 24,Christ•s pr~iation of the destruction or Jerusalem 

and of the end of the world. Type and anti type are spoken of in the same breath, as 

it were. 



52. 

One ot the •f~at p1r0ofa tor tiie presence ot thr doctrine of the reSUl'raot!on 

ot the bo~ 1n the Old featament is the last one which ia toand racorda4 Daniel 12, 2. 

".ml Jll8DY of the sleeping 1n the dust of the earth shall ariaa; these to life eternal,• 

thoaa to reproach ( shame J, /:JI. to evarlastina abhorranaa. n 

fhia :s,asssge he.s sui"tered very much from talsa interpretation and he.a been made 

to aq very much \Vhich it clearly does not sq • .A.ttGJD!)tS have bean made to Show that 

hare \'le have the very first tre.oe of' the knowledge ot the resurrection doctrine an4 

that even here there is no definiteness, that this passage speakS onl:, of a par

tial resurrection. Such a cle.im rests upon the flbllty e.ssumption that the rest of' the 

Old laatmnent contains no reference to this doctrine end upon a misunderstanding 

of the purpose of this text and an ignoring ot its context. 

The context is !)8l•ha1>s best given in the words of' Keil: 11In. ah.xi. 33,35, the an

gel had already said, that of' • those that understand' ~ shall tall b:, the sword 

and by flame, otc. ,'hen the tribulation ,s.t the time ot the end increases to an un

paralleled e:ctant (ch.xii.lj, a :,et greater nwnber shall perish, so that when 

salvation comes, only a remnant of the people she.11 then be in lite. ~o this sur

viving remnant of the people salvation i~ promised: but the :promise is limited yet 

farther by the addition: "ever-3 one ~t is found written in the boo".s!'/,J 'J.IJ/J. not all 

Aha,t ·.:.are then living, but only those whose names are recorded in the book of' life 

shall be :9s.rtakars of the delive1•en09,i.e. of the Jla■■ianio u.lvation. But IIIEm3' (tJ1l.1'1 .-
of those that sleep, who died in the time of' tribulation, shall e.v1ake out of 

sleep, some to everlasting lite, and some to everlasting shame. As with the living, 

so also ,vith the dead, not all attain salvation. Also among those that arise there 
..J."11 

shall be a distinction, in which the r&'mrd of' the f's.ithtul end of' the unf'e.ithful shall 

be made lmO\m. The \Vord"meJV' is accordingly used only- with referonae to the sma.11 

number\ of those who shall then be livmg, and not with reference ••t.har to the un-

i varssJ.i ty of' the resurrect1Dn or the dead or to a portion only of the dead, but 

merely to add to the multi tu.de of' the dead, who shall then have part with the 

living, the small number of those ,mo shall experience in the fieSh the conclusion 

ot the matter ..... ?~ · 



!hat the passage speakB of the resurrection la definitely clear an4 tbal 

it speaks of' a resurrection of'~ the Just am the un.1UB'Ji• also sn un4eniable 

tact. \11th tile claim that this is the first trace cf this doctrine 1D the 014 !est ... , 

n nee4 not concem ourselves since it has been conclusively Bhcnm that there are~ 

other■• But the declaration tba.t !>a.niel 12,2. teaches a partial resurrection morita 

our attention. ~Is claim is based on the expression '~:~ tj'';JJ. !he ti': ~J in 

itself' presents no dif':f'iculty. We must bear in mind the tact whlah Keil e::mreases . -
in the words :"~n.e angel has it not in view to give a general statement .-gardmg 

the resurrection of' the dead, but only ~isolosure on this point, that the :tlnal. . • · . : 
salvation of' the people sh~ll not be limited to those still living (~t the en4 .ot·i'he: . . 

tribulation, but shall include e.lso those who have last their lives during the . 
73 .. 

period of the tribulation. 11 ' 'i.!sny' 1 does not necessarily mean only soma. ~ ' angel 

s~s"man711 , but has no intention to sq how~•· ~e reat of the Scripture tells 

us hO\v m3.DY". Christ ,11th clear ref'erence to this paasage S8ifS h0\1 ~ \7hen Ile 
I 

declares (John 5,28) :"All 81(.itfo) shall hear !Us voice 9Dd shall coma forth." 

But there is a. difficult:, in "'J ~~~ ... --.~• only ceaning which ,i .. can have is the 

pa1·ti ti ve ce011ins •.. ~Q -:,e ~~~ .. lol~•-· ~~-1:tieref'ore it means"from m:10nz the sleepers.! 

lQ,of ccurse, does denoto separation, but here it evidentl7 rete~s to the separa

tion f'rcm the te1•minus a quo. ~a reference here is clearly not to the individual 

sleepers, but rather..? to the state in which the/f'ind themselves. '.rhe serbatio~ ir.di

cated here i~ ~ot o~e among the sleepers, dividins them into two classes, those 

that arise end those th.atfocntinue to sleep on and remain irfeath. It is ;:e separation 

on the slee~ers from the place and state in ·ahiah they find themselves. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
?3. Ibid., p.481. 

~ . 74. This~ by no 1r.eans something uncommon in Hebrew and in the hebraic WV of thinking. 

The plural of certain \'lords often denote a state. For e%El!)le: Die plural of 1\~ 
(youn~ D1SD) both masculine and feminine often meens ''the state in which a :ro~ -

ia", "youth" I i7 ~ "'J\=?, H"+r - J:J' ~4 "JJ =¼-~ j and so a numbor of 

others. at. Geseniua Hebr8\7 Grammlr fl.24 d. 



Thua the nssertion that the passage in Danial taaahos & resurrection for soma 

onq cannot be upheld. Besides such a doctrine would ba absurd and ~ould have no . . 
foundation ~ere else. :1h.1le this text does not strass ' tha universality cf the 

resurrection of the body, yet this doctrine is implied.And thus ma.st the passage 

be understood in the clear light of other•,passages from the O ld !estament and 

especially in view of tho Ss.vior•s plain ex:;,lane.tion John 5, 28.29.). To s~ 

that Denial or ra.the1· soma other unl:n0\7 author of Daniel borrO\'led the ides. trom 

the Persians is surel7 OXi)ressins e.n unten:?.ble viow. This doctrine ~~s present in 

Israelitic thoolog,J before •var the J~~s cs.me into contact with the : ersisns end 

with ?arseism. The raligious conceptions of the ?ersians a re also too crude to bear 

comparison:,1ith tho t eachings of the Old Testament Scri::,ture, and -:;here - arseism 

does rise to a hieher plane there its nobler tr.011$1,~ts b~ar all the ms.rkS of 

being copied from t:1e r eliaion of the Old Testscent. 

Considering the inoon~rove~tible proof :f'urnishod by the p~s
In Conclusion. 

sacas adduced f or ~he presence of the doctri~a of t he resurrec-

tion of t he body in t he Old Testament, only a bis.sad end pre~udi

ced person can entertain the thought of a. ·6radunl evolution of this doctrine. It is 

an essential pa.1·t of Cld Testament theoloey. ~.ii t hout it all Israeli tic roligion 

would be mee..~i ngless. :?o~ the doctrine itself teught e:cprassis verb~a but also 

its grounJ 8lld foundation is spo~n of in Ise..53, 10 and ?sa.16, 10, \':h1·e the 

llessish's resurrection i s ~r adicted.~oreover the possibilit7 and the ~ro~ability 

of the resurrection ~as demonstratsd before the yer-~ eyes or the Isr~olites when they 

witnessed the miracles which tl1e prophets in God't ne.me ~erf'ormed upon the dead. 

:C:lijah raised the son of the \Yicl.O\"I ot Zarephe.th ( 1 Kings 17 .17-24.) • ant Elisha. 

re.ised the son of the Shunemmite ( 2 l!:ings 4.18-3'1.). The srune t hing ·,ms evid-3nced 

by the ovent raco1•ded 2 laDSS 13. 20-21 where ,ve have the account in \ihich we are 

told of tho dead DISl'l who \vas revived by coming into contact uith the bo~es of the 

pro~het Elisha. Furth~rmoro, thora w~s £or every Israelite the assurance that there 

was such a thing as a. f'uture lif'e in the bo~ in the fact of Enoch's tr3Dslation 

(Gen.5, 24. J and oi" 3lij eh' s assw:19tion( "2 l i:ngs 2, 11.). All in all there is very 

clear testicony to the doctrin! of the resurroation in the Old ~estamant, and 
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Abraham, as well as . tho other believers of the Old ~est&m9nt era,beliaved in the 

"God who quiokeneth the dead, and cellath those things which be not as though the:, 

were. 11 (Romans 4, 1'1. ) • Only e. blinded · apiri tual 9ye v,111 feil to see this truth, 

and d1fficulti9s are only made by those who search the Old !estement in the hostile 

effort to destroy its influence and to undermine its 4lT1n8 origin. T"ais doctrine 

has nothiD-5 to f'oe.r fi•om a candid and fa ir inveatisgs.timi. All \19 ask is: 11-mioso 

readeth, let him understend. 11 
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~ 0 nt: -eliGiOn der Yornu.nft . 



Arthur ~ l~eit::el 

born Januai"Y 29. 1901 ir. 2leas8llt ~nllo7, Clclahom~: attsndod t he v~root i~l 

sch.oil of !Jt. Lulclil' s ~v.!.uthernn Ocr.::;rer,:l.ticn l ~.a~sou::.-1 .:l;fllo:l.] at •:~-

sas City, lC:msa.s 1906 - 1911, parcchie.l school of ;:ton ~v . 1uti1.:r:m C ,:-.:;:•e

:;a.tion (;Ji sscu:l'i J ;yncd) s.t :J~it, Illinois 1912 - 191-~, Luth-?r In!:ti tate, 

~h.ico.zo, Ill1n01s ·:: e:,teti"oe!' 191 ~ - Ju.."lo 1915, Co:!lccrdi::t Colla~e, ~Iilwa.ukce, 

,fisconsin Septer:1hei• 1915 - Juno 1920, 0}or!cor1lh 3e::inar:,, ;Zt. 1oui:., :.tiaa~i 

Sopteribe r 1920 - Juno 1923, _>ost 01•g,dua.te Schoel er Ccr.cordi::t .;;e::inllr:,, .:it. 

Louis, i .• i s so .. u·i .:jovtern'bo::.- 1923- !.!:i:, 192tl: . 
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