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THE LATIN CHURCH OF NORTH AFRICA IN THE AGE OF TERTULLIAN AND CYPRIAN.

de

Proud Carthage, capifal of North Africa, once m'stress of the
western Mediterranean, is no more. Her walls are shattered, her temples
in ruin, and the beautiful remains of her culture buried beneath the
sands of the desert. Plowed under by Seipilo, cursed by Roman law and
wrath, she rose again from her ashes to heights as glorious as before.
History, however, repeated herself here, as often, She soon fell
victim to the bloody sword of the Vandals, later of the Moslems, and
today, where once her mighty plllars stood and her brave navigators
plied thelr care and sold thalr curlous wares, there broods over 1its
doleful ruins a "mournful and solitary silence",

Travellers of today hear much of the history of North Africa.
Passing through the blue kediterranean along the coast line, or standing
on th; shore at Marsdlles France taking a breath of the warm desert
alr as 1t blows over from the coast of Carthage, or, especlally men
of adventure, setting foot on the present-day French colony of Tunis,
hear again and again of its famoms generals, They hear of the 1llus-
trious family of Barca whiel:x gave 1ts native city great Hamllaear, his
more famous son Hannibal, and his 1llustrious brother-in-lavl, Hasdrubal,.
And they hear of the fourteen or fifteen other leaders who bear the
name ef Hennibal in Carthaginian history and perhaps of four more
Hasdrubals, of Cato, who, stern Roman that he was, closed his every
address with the threat, "Caterum, censeo, Carthaginem esse delendam",
and of her world-renowned Fhoenicdan navigators. They hear of the
elder snd younger Sciplo, the latter especially its eelebrated conquerar
and desptoyer. And they hear about the history of the three Punlc Wars
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vhich lasted for 118 years, of their begin ing in 8iecily, their long
- duration, and thelr eventful termination in the glorim s defeat of
Carthage and Hannibal, on.e of the world's most famous generals,

That 1s not all Carthage has to offer. She has legends, beautiful
logondn.' for the 'em'belliahment of her eventful history, There 1s 1its
queen, imrortalized by the poet Virgil in his "Aeneld", famous Dido,
She is sald to have been the princess of Sidon, the coast city of
the Phoenlicians and nearly related to Ahab's notoriocus and godless

queen, Jezebel, vho introduced the Fhoenician worship of Baal and

Astarte into the temple of the Israelites. At one time, long before
the founding of Rome, she migrated to Carthage, founded the ecity
called Kirjath-Hadeskath, or New Town. In the process of time this
name was corrupted into Carthage.

Interesting 1s this all, as well as instructive, Students of
history as well as soldliers of fortune and leisurely travellers, no
doubt, relish the stories. But the history of North Africa 1s, with
all this, incomplete, It wants 1ts most glorlous record, the record
of its heroie church leaders. Of these one rarely, 1f ever, learns
from the 1lips of the African guldes or nativés, or even on the achool
bench and from most text-books. Christisn literature has very little
material to offer of this onee flourishing church, Mention,however,
must be made of the fact that the Roman Catholle Church remembered
the country and its famous heroces of the early church by holding
its customary Eucharistic Congress at Carthage in the year 19302,
Though 1like Hannibal snd Sciplo, the paths of t he church leaders!
glory in this place has led to the grave, their work was Christ's
work, and their blessed memory deserves a far more glorias recogni=

tion than any public praise can ever bestow upon the leaders of
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. evor was a large Christian church that flourished along its coast-

Carthaginian secular history. It aprears strange to the average
school boy, studying the histary of North Africa, to learn that theme

1ine for centuries. The wars fought with Rome seem to usurp all the
attention as well as time to the sore neglect of the famous wars

which the Christian church fought with Roman corruption, Greek de-
bauchery, and sin in high places, in shart, the church's wars against
Satan and the powers of the underworld. These strifes were hard, bold,
stern, bravely fought and bravely won, with fightings and fears

vithin and without. '

After friendly Augustus lifted Soipio's curse and the oity of
Carthage was rebildlt, the people, though true to their inherited
fierce and energetic characteristics, turned their attention from
warfare to things religious. Almost overnight a Christian church sprang
up on its soil. Though we hear nothing of the Christian church there
until about the year 198 A.D., yet, at that date we read that there
1s a well organimed church in the eity of Dido. The account reals al-
most 1ike a miraculous story. This same church, though tossed about
by many trials and wounded by various heresies and schisms, continued

to grow and blom for nearly five long centuries. And it gave to the
world three of the ablest Chmrch Fathers Latin church history has to
mention, the famous Afr:can triumvirate, Tertulllan, Cyprian, and
Augustine. The latter two are canonized in the Romsn Catholis Chmroh
as Saints,

Here, on the fertile plains of North Africa, smong the many
thousands of 1ts Romans, Phoeniciens, Libyans, Jews, and Momrs, there
were true Christian cmgregations, true clergymen, and true Christian
services. Here were men of noble character, filled with a zeal for
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Christ. Here were men who worshipped and prayed to the same God to
whom we pray, revered the same Trinity, gathered together on Sunday

in Christ's name for public prayer and edification, for Christian
instruction, and the hearing of sermons, Here were men who lead a
truly godly l1life in the face of flerce opposition, even persecution by
Rome, men, who, though deprived of their propbrty and wrested of thoir
cherished and loved ones, tortured with nameless tortures, yet, sang
praises to God, respected his law, and, out of faith, did honor to
the name of the Redeemer, before whom all knees both in heaven and on
earth should bow, And here were men who learned from the same BIble

we have to thils day by the pure grace of God, memorized the same Creed,
were baptized into the same baptism into which we are baptized, par-
took frequently of the same Eucharist, were confirmed in the falth,
fell from the faith and were brought into the fold of Christ, found
comfort in time of sickness and distress in the same gospel, led a
moral and god-fearing life, and for their honored dead, established
Christian burials in place of Roman cremation. There can be no doubt
that in this now deserted place there lie thoudands in the dust of

the earth vho will on Resurrection morn be taken into the arms of
their Savior, into the bosom of Abraham, )

And because of all this, because of the wonderful Christian
church that flourished so long on the northern shore of the "dark
continent", because of the great leaders it gave to eccleslastical
history, the many martyred hertes of faith, the fine literature it
has left behind for our edificatiom, and the many grand lessons 1t has
80 freely to offer, we purpose to study in some detall this church.
We shall confine ourselves in our investigation to the age of 1ts two
first great leaders, Tertulllian and Cyprian, noting in partioular




the church in 1ts various phases, its history, teachings, usages,
organization, customs, form of worship, and 1ife. The scope of this
limited paper prohibits any discussion of the church as it existed
under its grandest son, St. Augustine.

il| Ou"' hwe

We shall attempt to presentA practicall y all that concerned it-

self with or was in any was affected by this church during this'
period. The treatment of t he various chapter heads makes no claim

to exhaustiveness; each caption could bear appreciable detall were this_

theslis to assmme the proportions of a book,

I. HISTORY.

1) The Secular History of Carthage.
The Phoenicians,

the commercialists
’ of the ancient world, the English, so to say, of pre-Christian days,
were the first to found the colony of Carthage on the northernmost
coast of Africa. This event antedated the birth of our Savior some

800 years. When the children of Israel had divided themselves into two
canps, during the parallel eXistence of 1ts twofold kingdom, when she
was reckoned as one of the powers among the great nations of the earth,
and had reached the greatest extent of its borders under godless
Jeroboam II., about 100 years before Sargon was dcstined to carry off
the best of the Northern Tribe into exile, into colonlzation, the nav-
igators of the Nediterranean, the Phoeniclans, were est=blishing a
foothold in the fertile plalns of North Africa. The ancient clty of
Carthage was made their chief point of contact because of the friendly
harbor it afforded their sturdy ships. This seme city was later des-
tined to became the mother of a very frultful Christlan church, a chureh
rich in the production of immortal herces, a chmrch rich in falth,
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ripe 'in Christian knowledge, rich in the production of Christian
1literature and good example, rich in godly influence, Chritian posi-
tivism, stablillity, firmmness, and the courage of conviction for the
truth, yes, one that can boast of thsee of the foremost church rathai-
in the entire Christian church, Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine,
the latter of whom towering above the others like guighty oak over

the cling':'bine which it protects and upholds,

The Phoenicians, the chief inhabitants of the city of Carthage
at the first, were an off-shoot of the Canaanites, one of the nations
vhich God had condemned 1,500 years before the birth of Christ.

(Amos 1,93 Joel 3,4-8). And because of the, one might say, fierceness
of their religion, uéﬁ,"&ﬁ"ﬁrﬁ‘f{‘:,f Garthage was at the first a bad one.
It was a matter of heredity. For centuries the Phoeniclan influence
pervaded along the coastline, end as they were masters of commerce

end navigation, they were masters ofcruelty and inhumanity. Christ-
lanity did not go farther inland to conquer the Libyen race which

was of a better stock. The cruel rites which the Phoeniclan religion
demanded amaze the civilized world thruugh the centuries. It was very
akin to that of the Ammonites and Syrilans, as wsll as other godless
nelghbors of the Israelites. "They brought with them, says Archbishop
Bensom in his "Cyprian", worships which had the fasclnations of orgy,
cruelty, andsscrecy, worships ever deadllest to the religions of re-
velation",., ( Waterman,"Ten Epochs of Church Historyj Vol.2, p. 28l).
Thedr chief gods were the Syrian Baal and Astaroth or ..starte, all
threec of wh'!ch referred to the same god, but underwent changes at the
hands of the warious nations that worshipped them. In general, they
represented the masculine and feminine powers of nature. In Fhoenicia

the com on name for this god was iioloch, immortalized In lilton's
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"Paradise Lost". To paseify pacify the specific demands and anger of
this terrlble god, in whose hands lay t':eir destiny, they were wont
to sacrsifice chlldren. Infants were burned alive in the arms of this
ruthless, bloody delty. Especlially in days of distress was this custom
carrled out, II KIngs 3,26f. Astaroth, the moon godess, the Diana of
the Romans, was similarily warshipped. The worship of Baal,amé the
sun-god, and Astaroth was also connected with licentia sness and
debauchery in its grossest sense. The gross sensuality, the sins of
sdultery practiced by the Fhoenlclans were siullar to th&f carried on
by the Camnnites, and against which the prophets of the 0ld Testament
raised their voices so mightily. A third deity of the city, the
"Eing of the City, "Melech-Kirjath", was the tulelary god of the place.
There 1s no known temple for his warship at Carthage. These particular
gods were favored for the satisfaction of the gdrssest and f lercest
passions, and thelr brutalizing effects exlsted for ages ln the land.
"Punic faith had been for generations a byword for treachery".
(Vaterman ,1.c.,p.281). The Phoeniclan people were known as a faithless
and cunning people. It was a general saying that there may be some good
pecple among them, but not many. Far into the Chri stian period the
brutal practices woere performed. "Children were cpenly sacrificed
in Africa to %h turn as lately as the procunsul Tiberlam, who
exposed to public zaze the priests expended on the saered trees
overshadowing theilr temple =-- as the soldlers of aur country stlll
can testify who did that very work for the proconsul. And even now
that sacred crime continues to be done in secret". (Tertullian,
Apology,9.).

_ It 1s no small wonder,then, that the Christians of the primitive
church at Carthage were many of them weak 1n the falth. They had a




heretage that was diametrically opposed to the concepts of Christianity.
They had to fight at great odds with the world and with their inher-
ited notions of religion, With this knowledge we can in a degree

condone the action of the many "lapsi" during the Decian persecution,
and of those who followed their heathen rellc-mmn to the arena or
dressed in their estentatlious garb. Tertullian, the first great

worker in their midst, had a real battle to fight, both agalnst the
outside world and against those in the fold. Think how hard he writes
agalnst the Christians who cater to the dress and customs of the
heathen in his "On the Apparel of Women", and "Opn the Shows", The

system of liontanism, which later found such a s trong foothold in
Forth Africa, was a development in dlirect opposition to the lo-se
practices of the people in general. However, there were also many

) very good and piocus Christians in that church. We think particularly
of the martyred sailnts, Perpe.tua and Felicitas, and of Tertullian
hinself. T:c number of the martyred heroes of this church will never
be numbered; there were thoudands of them. And that again is an Ilndl-
cation of the fact that there those in the church whose Christlanity
was of a high calibre. "Some saints, indeed, it had, but the average
of its religious life was low", (Waterman,l.c.p. 282).

Because of their great navigation enterprises, the Fhoenlcians
were the tradesmen of the world in anclent times. They were on that
account also wealthy. They had mercenaries to Fight their hattles
and hired slaves to row thelr boats. Llttle danger threatened them
from neighboring citles; they were powerful enough to keep them in
subjection. The "Suffetes", the name given in the 01d Testament by
Israsl to a judge, a ruler , were the chief magistrates ol the city.
There were two of them, each of them apiointed for life. A councll of
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100 men were only a small part of that larger body cplied the senate.
This counclil had various dutles since 1t was a budy people it nad

to govern. Navigation enterprises were carried out from “arthage in
the course of time as they formerly were from Tyre and Sidon. Later
the struggle between Rome and Carthage in the famous Punic “ars
surpassed all things in interest and occupled the ai uentit-m and time

of her hest wen, These wars were varied land and sea enterprises,

iEllitary genius and glorious horoism was displayed in many battles

in Italy, in Siclly, in Horth Africa, and on the iiediterranean.

Rouwe cruelly fought for carquest; “arthage hopelessly for existence.
Though it had been successful for many years against i1ts foes dn land
and sea, 1t net a formidable snomy in Rome. Its most famous general,
‘“amﬂ.bal, was destined to be bested by the inferlor Sciplo Africanus,
the younger. During the 5L Punic Var, when Hanntbal led his ermy
over the Alps into Ikaly, hoping to conquer the Iialian citles and
arause them against Rome and thus add to his strength, he was dlssppoint-
ed at ewery turn, He was victorious In every battle untll he was

ready to attack Rome, but he was without allles, the only hope of

his defence. He- Itallan eiby would jeinm him. After many more years of
hard work, he fowund hliself in great trouble. Carthage, hls home city,
was in grave danger. lle hnd to return to Afrlca limediately to defend
his people against Rome. llere for the flrst time, however, he lound
himself overmatched in contending for the safety of Uarthage upon
African soill, The c¢ity of Carthage, sald to hawe had about 700,000
Inhabltants at thls tilme, was destroyed by the younger Scipio in the
year 146 B.C. The city was completely demolished, and to aprease

his wrath, Sciplo ploughed over the ruins in an effrt to bury them

forever beneath the sands. A curse was pronouneed upon any one who
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attempted to rebulld it., The survivors were dispersed or sold as slaves.
Thus the the Punic "ars, which began in the year 264 B,C., and ended in
146 B.C., came to an e¢nd =ith the destruction of Carthage and the
strength of North Africa,

Nineteen years before the birth of Christ Augustus Caesar
founded a colony at the site of “arthage - established a military
post for lﬁ.s poweriul army. And during the Christian ﬁi’o-, under his
peaceful and happy sway, “arthage came once more to its former glory.
Out of 1ts ruins it rose to a rich and prosperous city. With its
neighboring villiages it became a great commonwealth all to the glory
of her conqueror Rome. Its magnificent aqueduci:n s the amphitheater,
and the vast cemetery all point to its regained glory and importance.
In point of population it was inferior to Rome only. By degrees the
entire couniry of North Africa became subject to Romen rule. Until
the fall of Rome itself in the fifth century, “artnege was subject to
her first conqueror. Rome esteemod it as one of her most valuable
pos:essions and therefore curried its favor. It supplied the indolent
Romans with the things they needed to survive and with luxuries,

Nature wore a cheerful aspect in the northern part of Africa.
Greck myths placed the Uarden of the Hesperides on the slopes of iK%,
Atlas, The land sljiced naturally in broad natural terraces from the
mountains, rich in depths of good soil, watered by various rivers,
well wooded valieys, and a fine climate for so southern a land.
The climate i1s said to have been tempered by the snows of the Atlas..
The heat was not opprossive. However, the southern heat always does
produce a ianguor, and this was apparent among lts people. The
common sirocco from the desert with its fine grains of sand inevitably

aggravated the temperament of the people. Secause of these favorable




climatical conditions, Carthage b .came the granary for Rome and all
Italy. As Alexandria with the producsts of the rich Hile walley and

its busy Jewish coimercilalists furnished the wrld with one-third

of its corn, so also North Africa. T-1s fiourishing situation accounts
for the general wealth of the people, the large and elegant citles, and
the many villages. The corn growing lands were especlslly in the

north and nodthwest. The mountaln sid s werc bedecked with dedar snd ,
other trees used for bullding purposes. The palm, the orange, the olive, |
and other fruilts thrived wel's. In they fourth century Garthage was the ¢
chlef center for Ital¥'s oll. The Romans used it in the preparations ;?i
of their baths. This oll was Inferior, howewer, to that of Spain

and Italy itself because of the lack of skill in 1ts preparatiomn,

The rose and other sweet-scented shrubs werc so plentiful that odors

wore distilled. The landscape frecly b re the fig, the grapevine, ard
the tender flowers of the eleander. The Carthaginisms were popularly
‘nown as agriculturistsz their skill in the cultivation of the soil

was respected by the Romans. ‘hen once a oity was domolished, a book

on agriculture wrltten by an African was carefu’ly preserved and brought
to Italy. The principal exports of Numédia and dguretania, ne:ghboring
provinces of ifrica (;resent-day Tunis), were horses and elddee cattle.
The part which Carthage played in the development of the world's

history especial:y in the third century is difficult to estimate.

The Arabs already designated it as the"Isle of the Viest". They were

wont to call it thus becmmse it @ pears to jut out from the cantinent
proper, bounded on the north by the Mediterranean, on the south and
wast by the Sahara Desert, and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean.

It seems to lean towards Europe, as if 1t were a part of that fruit-

£.1 land, end not attached to barrenness of the desert to the south.
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The olty of Carthage 1tself was beautiful. After its recomstruetion
it partly favored Roman, partly “astern customs. The world in general
adnired its white walls anl houses shining on the beautiful bdle ~ed-
iterranean. For msny centuries the city was rich in temples, publie
bulldings, gardens, palm trees, a magnificent amphitheater, an aqueduct,
smd all kinds of amusements and at:ractions,

| The aborigines of Northern Africa were the Libyans who are little
mentioned. Their race is still existing in the small tribes of the
present-day Berbers. In later times the chief inhablitm ts of the land
‘were the Berbers and the Moors on the one hand, and the Phoenicians

and Europeans (the “atins and Greeks) on the other. Of all these nationms,

the men of the mountains, the plain, and the seacoast were all of diff-

erent chamacteristics. There were -also many Jews in the land, especially
’ in Carthage. Tertul:ian had many a difficulty with them and wrote

a book "Against the Jews" as a result of Jewish hatred manifested

agd nst the Christians. Dr. Donaldson is of the opinion that this

Jewish enimosity was a gradud development. He writes:" Though at
first they scem to have lived on good terms with the Christian commnity

affer the d struetion of Jerusalem -- this is implied in the use of
the common cemeteries -- by Pertullian's time they had shown them=
selves as elsewhere its mast bitter op onents. Thus we read in the
"Apology”, "all cutside the church are her enemies, and especlally
the Jews on account of their jealousy of us", (Donaldson,"Church
Iife and Thought in North Africa A.D. 200", p. 105).
"Ethnographically, the aborigines of North Afrisa are to be dis-
tinguished most sharpely from the Blacks of the south and also from
the Egyptians on the east, They appear near Tangler as Amazigh, in
the Sahara as Imoshagh, as laxzes at the foundation of Uarthage, =
as Mexices in the Roman period. But, however marked may have been
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their charaoteristics in the early days, they are hardly to be dis-
tinguished now from the may and various stooks with which they have
intermingled. The origin of the generiec name Afer and the term

Africa in unimom; all one can say is that it s the name applied to hhe
inhabltants of the ocontinent lying over against Sicily, especially to
the Phoeniclians, Libyans 1s a neme applied to the easterly tribes
coming in contact with Egypt. Fumidians (Nomades) 1s a neme adiso-
olated most with king kiasinissa. The neme Mauri 1s the term restricted

mostly to the inhabitants of the western portion of the sea-board,

the Gastulians lying to the south of lMauri., Berber is the generic ,
term applied originally on their arrival by the Arabs to the northern
tribes, and now includes all of non-Arable delt;ent, among whom
cay be mentioned especially the Kabyles., The Berber language has

y survived even to the present day. On the other hand, the Phoenlcians,
wvho from Carthage dominated Horth Africa for some 600 years, have
left no public document extant after the time of Tiberlas, though
thelr language was in use until the end of the fourth century. It 1s
Latin vwhich takes the place of Punic 'as the officlal tongue, and not
Greek." ( Donaldson,l.c.p. 8).

2) A Bilography of Tertullian,.

A history of the North African Ghurch

would be incomplete without a blography of Tertullian. His influence

on the developmentigven founding, of the church at Carthage and its

environs 1s of such importance, and the effects of his teachings and
principles are so far-reach'ng and imprinted on the character of

the whole church in its later years, that we feel constrained to
add the r ecord of his life, The chief factors vhich affected the bulld=-

ing of his church as well as the great deeds which he accom;:lished
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during h:l.-s long 1:!.:_Ee shall be mentioned in passing only; the history
of the chusch proper and the historical events which are concermed
with the development of the church will be treated with some detall
under the following chapters.

Tertullian's full name was Quintus Septimius Florens Tertull-
jamus, He is the father of Latin theology and of Latin church language.
As he was the first author to use the Iatin tongue in wrlting for
the church he had to "invent" many of his terms and expressions.

The Roman theologlans, though at first thought it would appear so,

were not the flrst to employ the Latin language in defemce of the
church; Rome at the first - perhaps until the middle of the third
century - was Greek in point of language.

Little is known of Tertullian's life. Host of the information
1s gleaned from his own writings and the references of Jerome, vho
classifies him as one of the greatest men of antlqialty. Hls work in
his particular field 1s overshadowed by the illltistrious Augustine
only. As d1d both Paul and Luther, he impressed his individuallty
and s trong character #n his writings. We see the man in his style.

His books ?ﬂé’ﬁ'&o his character which was very strong, virile, and deep
rooted in the faith. He,s0 to say, threw himself into that which he

was writing. The quotations in the following chapters from his writings
will give amply examples of this great men's style.

Tertullian was born between the years 150 and 160 of heathen
parents at Carthage. T'e fact that he speaks of the lonsness of his
youth and of his early attendance at the shows of the heathen lead
eritics to this conclusion. His father served as a captain in the
Romsn army in proconsular Africa. In his youth Tertullian re‘-elived
a liberal Graeco-Roman education. He had great naturd abilitles in




his youth. His works show an acquaintance with history, poetry, elo=-
quencs, snd philosophy, the latter of which he frequently refers to

in his lengthy arguments sgainst the heretics and schismatics. As

a student he majored in the study of law for he seems to have had a
good forensic education. His judicial information stood him in good
stesad in his later years. Before his conversion he practiced law

and was cmsidered a2 good attorney. It seems that he was not converted
to Christianity until laterin life, perhaps not until his thirtieth

of fortleth year. Towards the end of the second century he waw the
1light of faith and embraced Christianity with all the power and energy
that was in him, Some students place his conversion in the year 192
at Carthage, others at Rome. The occasim of his conversion 1s un-
lmown, It is interesting to note that Tertulllan did not lo¢se his
flery and energatic nature - so typlcal of the Africans - after he
became a Christian. He harnessed these natural characteristics of

his birth and country and used them in combating the enemies of the
church., The gospel message impressed him deeply. As a result of his
conversion he s truck out on a new path of life; he sought to do '
missioh work, to bring others to that wonderful knowledge to which

he so graciously had eome, He now forsook his licentiocus living and
sought a very strict moral life. He was married, but chlldless, and
1ike Luther, left the world an enviable example of a Christian

home and family-life, His letter to his wife is suffieitmt proof
for this fact. That wonderful gem wherein he describes the blessings
of “true Christian home we submit later. Soon after his embracing

the true falth he entered the ministry, and never, according to
Jerome, rose above the rank of a presbyter, It 1s unknown whether he
was ordained into the mjnlatry at Rome or ‘arthage. It is certainm,
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however; that he spent some time in Rome. Between the years 139 and

203 he Joined hands with the sect of the Montanists and soon himself
became a leader of that party in North Africa. In subscribing to the
principles of this new movement in the church he remained o:thndu,
though very puritanie and exceptionally rigorous in his morals. We
shall later sppend a fuller descripti-i of the lontanists, It is the
general opini-n of the historians that Tertulllian entered the ranks of
the Montanlsts because he suffered insults at the hands of the Roman
olergy. e had attacked the Roman clergy because of their apparent
looseness and laxity in moral 1life. iiater he fought the catholics

or psychicals with great wshemence, who in tmrn heaped contuttely

upon his head. So st;ern was he in his lMontanistic views that he
regarded the more lax ch&holics as hereticas. However, in doctrine
Tertullian always was a catholic believer; his only dlstinection from
Rome centered about the discipline of 1life. Until his very end

he was a strong defender of tho cathollc falth, and from hlas faclle
pen we have extant some of the finest polemlies against the Gnostics
and similar heretics of that day. He dled in senllity between the
jyears 220 and 240. Jerome reports that he lived to be a very old man.
His followers were lknown as"Tertullianists™ until the age of Augiistine.
And the Carthaginian school of theology vhlch he founded dominated
Latin theology for cneturles. The fire, the energy of Tertullian

1s representative of his church, Its leaders were marked by sternness
of character and bold positivism, They were men of firm sonvictlons
and olung to them bravely. Cyprian died at variance with lome cn the
question of heretical baptism end papal authority, and Augustine,
though a leader in the Gatholic Shush, became.also the father of
evangelical Protentantism thru his Anti-Pelaglanistic end Antl- -
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Donatisiic writings, and today is revered by Catholics and Protestants
as well.

" . mertullian had a restless nature and a virile character. He
wes a rare genius, fantastic, keen, earnest,yet wanting in clarity.
But we can understand the roughness of his expression because of the
new language he used in sn atiempt to express Ureek thoughts, In gen-
eral, Tertullisn had a sublime conteumpt for the world, its sciences
and arts. In his writings he centers his theology about sin and
grace which was also the battleground of FPeul. Later the cocl-minded
and logical Augustine \;ras to dcvelop these principles more extensively
and with greater clarity. Tertullian is foarless of his heathen ovpp-
onents; he assalls all his adversaries with as little regard of
porson as did Luther.

t/1th the beginning of his work as a Christian we first hear of

the Christlan church at Uarthage, then alﬂea&y a large congregation.
This same church, of vhich he is the f¥rst father, and which he so
herolcally led through many strifes, grew under the blessinga of God
until at the time of Augustine the church numbered 460 dloceses.

The Donatists alone could assemble a council of 270 bishops at “arthage
£ fugustine's day. In the year 258, soon afte r the death of “ertulliam,

Cyprian assifgbled a synod of 87 bishops. Howsever, this land was not

to have the light of the gospel always. In- the year 439 the barbarous
Vandal s captured the clty of Yarthage, causing much harm to the church,
and in the year 647 the church was destroyed completely, never to rise

again, & the bloody hands of the lichammedans, who replaced the

" Christian cross with the crescent.\)

3) A Biography.of Cyprian,

As of Tertullian, the 1life of Cyprian also
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deserves @odn_mnﬁomd.\ He carried on the noble wrk which Ter-

tullian began, and his great influence on the character and theology

of the church was felt for conturies, (:I:n thls chapter, as in the pre-

ceding, the history of the church in his age will be rerorr'od. to

in bare outline; a detailed account will be found 1ater'. ul
Cyprian's full name was Thasclius Caesilius Cyprianus. le was

born about 200 or carlier. .H;ls parents were a noble, wealthy, heathen ‘
family \or carthage. He himself became a bishop and a martyr of the c'lm-oh.:’_
In the middle of the third century ho was no doubt the leading :
figure in the catholic church. "Jerome tells us that he stood in

high repute as a tcacher of rhetorisc. He was at all events a man of
commanding literary, rhetorical, andi legal culture, and of eminent
administrative ability, vhich afterwards proved of great service to

him in the episcopal office." ( Schaff, "History of the Christian
Church™; Vol. 2,p. 843). In a ripe, mature age he stlll 1nmsed in

the pleasures of this world. Since he was wealthy, he lived a l1life

of splendor, but he was also subject to the vices and irmorality of

hi¥ day, so comron 'n the heathen world generally. These facts are

made Xnown to us ﬁy his confessions. Like Tertullian, he put faith in
dreams and visions when a Christian, and he had some, it is said,
shortly before his martyrdom.

Cyprian first tasted of the gospel from the mouth of a worthy
presbyter in his own house, named Caecilius, At his death, Caecllius's
wife and children were co:::itted to the care of Cyprian. Because he
was induced to search the Scriptures, he did so "to see if those things
were so". He showed natural opposition to Christlanity at the first.

It was a real struggle with the flesh and with the"roaring lion
that goeth about” for this aging rhetoriolsn, but by the grace :f God
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he eventually enrolled in a cat.echumen class, embraced Christlanilty

d th a-full heart, sold his estate giving the money to the poor,
‘vowed the vow of chastity, and was baptizsd in 245 or 246. He then
‘recelved the name of Caecilius as an act of appreclation to his
spiritual father. As 1s true of many converts, Cyprian now became

' more zealous in the work of the.ehuroh than most others who had
believing parents. In % he deovoted his time towards pond-ring
the great truths of the “ible with which he had so lately been
acquainted. The church fathers and teachers also occupled rmch of

his attentlion. Jerowme reports that Tertullian was hls favorite

father whom he daily called for with the words, " Da mihi maglstrum",
His close study of this his great predecessor left its indelible
marks upon the studnet. !l‘ertul'iianfs influence 1s wverywhere notice=
able, in his 1ife, in his conduct towards the heratics, and 1n his
writings, Hls tracts on prayer and patience show a marked resemblance
to those of Tertullian,

His Influence was soon felt outside his own cirsles, lis friends
recognized in him a leader of men. They therefore took hik into thelr
care and asked him to lead them in their fight agalnst the strifes of
the heretics and the schimmatics. Only two years after his baptism
he wns made a bishop of the VYarthaginian church in splte of ke his
protest, by a general acclamation of the people. l‘»:N:.hng_e was now the
head of all North African clergy; his position was a responsible one.
It was a worthy choice, however. God was cnlling him, as 1s shown
by the blessed work which he performed in ten brlef years as head of
the church: in Carthage, God gave him ample wisdom, fidellty, and
energy, so necessary in the office which he represented, to carry

on his noble work. About him the entire catholic organizati~ n
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- revolved; he became,so to say, its dictator.

Valerian's persecution stopped the active hand of °u-thagoll
leader forever. He was taken from the midst of t:ose among whom he
worked and for whon:hrrerod since his conversion already by the
persecution of Decius, some years before the Valerian persecution,
but his 11fe was saved. In exile he escaped the bloody intentions of
the heathen persecutors. He was in banishment for 11 months, Fram
his place of confinement he directcd the affairs of his church.

'lmy difficulties confronted him upon his return. As a result of the

persecution, magy had lapsed into heathendom again, However, when

their le:der returned from exile, they asked for permission to

return again into the fold. “any refused to zrant this permission.

Tertulliaen had written against 1t; but Cyprian showed great diplomacy
- in his dealings with them. He was wise in his actions as well as firm

in his insistence upon true repentance. The task was no easy one for
the bishop. Resistance to the many who fell was dangerous; they had
the favor of the "confessdrs"and others in the churech, iiore of the
"lapsi" will be said in a lator chapter. Oyprian did not escape the
Yalerian persecution. He was captured, tried, and condemmed to be
beheaded, He heard the words of his condemnation with joy and exclaimed:
"Thenks be to God". This was in keeping with the spirit of the hemoes
of the time, that d@sire for martyrdom by which they thought to
do h-nor to the name of Christ. Waterman glves this fine description
of Oyprien's executions "In the grounds of the Villa was a plece of
grass land surrounddd by steep wooded slopes. There the condrmned man
| was led, The cdrwid f£ilbd the natural amphitheater to repletion,
and some even climbed the trees to get a better vie w of the final
scene. “f there were many heathen present who regarded the pressner
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a foe of the gods, there mere many Christians also, and some of these
strewed handkerciiefs snd napkins at his feet, hoping to have them
back; made prcoious with stains of martyr blood, The bishop r:-moved his
oloak, and knelt, and prayed. Then he rose, and would have spoken to
the people, but nov worils came, ﬂe had expected confidently some
great inspiration at this time, some last words of surpassing value.
It 1s a great proof of his faithful waiting upon God, that he, so rich
in thought, so fluent in expression,could so suppre:s himself as to
receive that strange providence. God had no word for him %o say."
(Yaterman, l.c.p. 418), The field in which he was executed is called
Ager Sextli. Over the spot of his death and burlial two chaplets were
erected. Hls anniversary was long remembered and observed =- September
14, 268,
' ' All in all, Cyprian was a large-hearted and singularly loveable
man. He could easlly forget the insults of former days and friends.

His great attachment to his people is manifested by the fact that

after he became their leader they rebought and returned to him the

field ( the finest pleasure grounds in “arthage) which he s1d soon
after his conversion for the benefit of the poor, He did his duty

‘with falithfulness and dispatch. Even under difficulties his church

and 1ts care was his greatest concern. In banishment he carried on

a large correspondence to direct its affairs, "He could truly say, that
although absent in the body, yet in the spirit, he wis constantly
present with his flock, and by camnoil end act, endeavored to guide them
according to the precepts of the Lord. The letters which were sent from
his retirement by means of certain ecclesiastles, through whom he
maintalned a constant correspondence with his people, wh ow how truly
‘he could say this of himself", (Neander, "History of the Christian
Religion and Church", Vol. 1, p. 134). How kindly does he not speak to
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those prisoners cnfined in the mines when he says:"In the mines the
body is refreshed not by beds and pillows, but by the comforts and joys
of Christ. Yo:r limbs wearded with-labor, recline upon the earth, but
with Christ it 1s no punishment to lie there. =-- Your bread is scanty;
but man lives not by bread alone, but by every word of Yod. You are in
want of clokhing to d:.fend you from the cold; but he who has yput on
Christ is provided with clothing and ornament enough. Even in the

fact, my dearest brethren,. that you cannot now celebrate the connunion

“of the Lord's Supper, your faith may still be consclous of no wamts

you celebrate the most glorious communionjyou send God the costliest -
offering, since the holy scriptures declare, that to Uod the most
acceptable sacrifice is a broken and a contrite heart". (Neander, l.c.
p. 138). |

| In character, Cyprien was similar to Peter. He was a man of great
power and executive ability. He,1like his mster,' was a strong character.
Ho doubt, in most any field of endeavor, he would have been a leader,

He was a statesman ns well as an administrator. He was a born ruler

of men. Thruugh his influence he accomplished things. As Te-tullian
directed most of his attacks agalnst the heeetlcs of his day, Cyprian
fought chiefly the schimmatios. But Ne later 1h 1ife also displayed that
great fighting spirit of his self-chosen mastep, Tertullian, and
attacked Rome on her policy of baptism. He stord strongly for the
independence of the eplscopate which he considered the successor of

the apostiséship. He recognized the primacy of Rome only insofar as
Peter's selection rcpresented the unity of the church. His tract on

the "Unity of the Church" 1s one of his best known., Strange to say, his
writings are used by the :atholl.c Church in sppport of the primacy of
Peter and by Protestants in denlal of the same, It was no pride on
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his part that led him to keep his independence on matters of the
eplscopacy and baptism, "It were a gr-at injustice to attribute his
high churchly principles to pride and ambition, though temptations of
this spirit unquestionably beset a prominent position like his. Such
principles are entirely compatible with sincere, personal humiliﬁ

before God." (Scha.ff.l.c. Pe 846).
Perhaps one of the grandest demonstrations of his loveable chare

acter and leadership 1is a@hown us by his action during the famine in
:'arthnge. While thousands were Aying, and the people lay unburied on
the streets, with contagion and pestilence threatening the entire city,

he gathered his flock together and roused them with a stirring address
to gather money and food stuffs for the poor and sick, and to bury the
dead. This act received the commendation of the heathen world., Always
condiderate for his people, he writes from banishment:"Although absent
in the body, I was not wanting either :n spirit or in act, or in my
advice, so as to fall in any benefit that I could ofl'er my brethren by
my councll, according to the Lord's precepts in anything that my poor
abilities enabled me", (Cyprian, ﬁpitle 14). As a vwhole, Cyprian
/ived a 1life of rigld discipline. Later he was more moderate In some
of his moral precepts in accomodation to the spirlt of the times.

He warned agalnst the Christians'! participation in the Rorian games
and other heathen amusements, as did Tertullian. Because of hls §trict

morals, his life was somewhat ascetic. lie nowhere, however) mentlons
Montanism; he evidently did not joln its ranks. In fine, Cyprian was

a man of eminent self-saprifice, and eminent self-will, a true Christ-
1an vho longed for the church triugphant and the reign of Christ,

, Such is the 1life record of these -two- great leaders in the

‘early Iatin Church. Theirs was an active, busy life, and the opposi-




tioh that confronted thelr humble efforts on part of the heathen

world were often discouraging. It was a world of decay and imorality
that the Christlan church had to fight. At.ﬂhviﬁ; time the life force
of the old o'mnfries was exhausted. Both in the east and in the went',

in Gaul, Rome, Africa, as well as Greece, Syria, and Egypt the strength
and pristine glory of the nations of the earth was on the decline.

The orlginal pewer of their various religions was no longer observed

with the fidelity that characturized theilr forebears. The outer

forms of their religion was still alive, but the inward falth was dead.
The coremonials were performed mostly to please the mob. liany counteé,
religions arose, superstitions, end mystical cults, such as the Cult

of liythra, of Isis, and later the sect of the lanichaejans, The o ly
schools of philosophy then alive were the Platonic and Alexandrian .

The great universal problems agitated by Aristotle, Plato, Socrates,
Zeno, Heraclitus, Fythagoras, and Democratus were no longer studied

by eager students of philosophy. The entire system of philosophy,

which for centuries occupied the attention of the world's best men,

was on the decline; 1t concermed itself with lesser problems, Under
Roman imrorality and Creek subjugation it dwindled Iinto a cavil
against Christienity or a hopeless c mpromise of the Christian mysterles.
Laten, Under Lucretius, the Roman poet, it saw its hopeless end in

a Justification of a Christless materialism, so welcomed by the
licentious populace of Rome that cried dally for nothing but bread

and the games. The history of philosphy hnd repeat:d itself. The mater-
1alistic doctrines of the French philosophy, who curried the favor

of Xing Louls XIV.'s court, led to the French Revolution. The material-
ism of the German 1h1ioaopher's_ defleloped ‘nto (German aocialli.am and
that into RKusslan bolshevism, a system that outlawa Christianityl
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The situation was difrerent in the Christian world when these
great nan_began thaal.r iabors. Of course, the chmrch suffered much °

-at the hands of the godless world, but it was making gradual headway

and gaining a foothold. In spite of, or one might say, because of
the many persecutions and the bitter opposition the Christians had
toendure, the church grew, and, by the grace of God, spre-ad to the
far cormers of the globe. By the third century the entire known world
was acquainted with the Chri:t ian ochurch which at the first 1t regarded
as a mere sect of the Jewas. Teptul:lan reports that the church had
come as far as Britain, but critics arc lnelined to belleve that this
1s exaggeration, iievertheless, it was making itself known, it was ad-
vertising 1ts principles by word and example, and by the yeaw first
quarter of the fourth century is was a fully recognized religilon,
a "rel'!.g:lo licit&", and counted the Emperor Constantine In its ranks,
There was abundant Christian literature even before Tertulllian
and Cyprian produced their voluminous writings, It had beem enriched
by the Epistle of Clement, the Epistles of Ignatius, Justin lartyr,
Tatlan, Polycarp, the Didache of the Apostles, the Epistle of Zarnabas,
The Sheperd of lermas, and a few minor writings. The theology of the
church had recelved a new impetus from the establishment of the rival
schools of Alexandria snd Antloch. The grent catechetlical school
was founded by Pantaenus, and the teachings of Clement of Alexandr!.a.
were spreading everywhere. Urigen was at this time a mere boy in the
olty of Alexandria, in the shadow of the school that beers 1ts name
and which he vas destined to develop with his d legorical Interpreta-
tions. Chrysostom and Fortunatus, the greatest preachers the early
church baw, were not as yet born. The apologfétic writings of Justin
and Quadratus were now fairly well lnown. And the importgnt cities of
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the Mediterranean world were becoming Christianized; they were develop-
ing definite dloceses. Jerus:lem was recoving part of its influence
which 1t lost as a result of the Roman persecutions snd Jewish war.
Antioeh, the first station of the Apostle of the Yentlles, Faul, grew
into a strong congregation; Rome, enhanced by the traditions of

Peter and its important location in the Roman political world, galned
a supreuacy over the other churches by the end of the second ¢ entury;
Ephesus, the field in which Paul labored for riore than two and one=-
half years, and where the orator Apollos carried on the work which
Paul began, became famous for the many churches it established and for
the third church council held therej and also AlexandPia, supposed

to have Leen founded by the spe Evangelist liark, became a center of

Christienity in later years, and brought Christ crugified down far '

into the Hile valley, even to the borders of Abyssinia.

Persecutions were the cormon lot of the Christian churches

throughout the world fSor centuries. Besides the Jewish local persscu=-

tions, the Christians wiﬁi‘fafppmus nad to bear the opposition of

Rome itself already during the Neronian persecution in the year 64 A.D.
throughout the Christian world. After the sscond century severe perse-
cutions broke out everywhere. The third persecution saw the deadh of
Symeon of Jerusalem. The fourth, in the year 166, took the lives of
Justin and P,lycarp. In 177 was witnessed the beautiful death of the
martyrs in Gaul 1n the cities of Lyons (Lugdunum) and Vienna. Iren=-
asus himself was martyred in 202, as also Pantaenmus. The persecutions
which at the first wers somewhat light and locallzed, became flerce
and general. The Decian persecution during the life of Cyprian was

a war for exterminatiom. The Christians were no longer considered a

spearate sect of the Jews; they were idcntified as "Christlani®”, the




haters of the human race. Everywhore they were spoken agsainst,

After the defemt of the pseudo-iessiah, Bar Chochbe, in the year 135

by Bmperor ‘ardian, ad the erection of the city Aeolla Cepitolina

on the former site of Jerusalem, the proselyting power of the Jews

was 80 weak it no longer presented a problemy the Christism chrrch which
grew and .tflourished in spite of this destruction of Jewish power

was now seen to be mmeth:lug' else than a mere sect. It was A seapar

separate body with principles of its own received from Ood, the “ather.
By the close of the second century the Christians were a strong

body on the face of the then known world. They were, 0wever, scattered
over the Rouwan Empire, and thus could constitute no unified power.
The great "Pax Romana" which was ushered 1in at the reign of Caosar
Angustus together with the ac -eptance of the (Greek tongue by moat

p civilized nations after the conquests of Alexamder the Great were the
chief factors wil.ch favored the rapid spread of Christianity. A comm
language and a common peace ¥edy of utmost importance for the spread
of the Christlan truths. Even the Jews in the diqspora spoke the
Greek language in the west, as much as they cherlished the traditions
and memories of their. homeland, "Making all allowances, I accept the
canjecture of some reputable.authorities that there were 2,000,000
of Christians &n the bounds of the Roman Empire at the close of the
second century". ( The Ante-Nicene Fatheras, Vol.5,p. 58). This fact
1s testified to by"'rertu]_.—linn. himself when he writes:"The outeory is that
the state 1s filled with Christians —- that they are in the fields,
in the oitadels, in the islands".(Tert. Apol.l). Some authorities
quote the foll owing tab].e:'aa an estimate of the number of Chrietians
in the first four centurles: The first century: 500,000; the second
century: £2,000,000; the third centurys 5,000,000; and the fourth cent-



urys 10,000,000, 'l‘ertul:_u.nn, chiding the heathen op:rressors, srites
in confirmation of the large number of Christians in the third sentury:
"We are but of yesterday, and have filled every plase among you ==
cities, islands, fortresses, towns, market-places, the very camp, tribes,

#

companies, palace, senate, forum =- we have left nothing to you but

the temples of your gods".(Tert. Apol.37). And the same author writes
in a prewious chapter concerning their wast numbers:" Scattered abroad,
a race of wandcrers, exiles from their own land and clime, they roam
over the whole world, without even a hunnn or heavenly king, not even
possessing the stranger's 'right to set so mch as a single footséep

in their native country. The sacred writers, withal, in giving pre-
vious warning to these things, all with equal clearness ever declare
that, in the last days of the world, God would, out of every nation,

and people, and country, choose for Himself more faithful wrshipp-
ers, upon whom He would bestow His grace, and that indeed in ampler
measure, in keeping with the enlarged capacities of a nobler dis-

pensat!.on." (Tert. Apol. 21).
At this time, then, when the eastern olmrch through the medlum

'or the Greek language was coming into great prominence, when its
‘mils!.on activities were eptending into the outlylng borders of the
-world, when itd theologlans were battling about the doctrine of God,
formulating theses for tﬁelr frinitarian controversies, "nd dovelt;p-
ing their two grecat theological schools at Alexandria and Antiooch,

tro;n which later the theology of the church was to receive its def-
inite form and became systemiitiszed, Te:;tulllan was busy establishing

a new church on the shores of the north African coast and Cyprian

very active like his master with pen and wrd in the development of
this same church. Unlike thelr eastern brethren, they both used Latin.\
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A detailed history of the church which these fathers bullt
together with its dootrines, organization ani discipline, worship, |
liturgy, art, end 1life is given under special headings in the ‘:Ig‘whg‘ i

i g — T o

chapters. SN
4) The Writings of Tertullian and Cyprian.

It has.been saild that there
is scarcely any one wrilter since the days of the Apostles whose works

)
are 80 1. portant in the right underatandingA&:ha early church as those
of Tertulllan. They are especlally waluable to the historiam for the

light wvhich they shed on surrounding obscurity. In his writings are
also found the ;erms of sentiments which later pervaded the Catholic
Ghnrcﬁ. @.g., the teach'ng of purgatory, of prayers for the ﬁead.,_.u. sofoetts.
. of~the—viearious baptiem—of-the dead-and—soforth. Because of thelr
| importance, we shall quote profusely from his works.
| Tertullian was an adept at two languages. His Greek writings
arc no longer extanty of his Latin works there remain 36 books and
treatises, He developed an extraordimary literary activity in the
first mrm of the third century, though some fine books came
from his pen already before the turn of the century. Most of his
works are short, though the scope 1s wide; he touches up n almost
every field of religious life and doctrine. His style 1s the man.
It 1s forceful, fhetorical, anﬁ often sapcastic, Each utterance of
his 1s 1ike a cavalry cnarge. His :sentences are filled with meaning,
"Abrupt sand impetuous, eloquent and stern, his s entences fol'ow one
another with the sweeping, rushing farce of a storm. The very
exceptions wiich occur do but prove the rule.--- His acuteness,
power, eloquence, and causticlty are concentrated for the time being

upon a single principle; and whatever will 1llustrate it, prove 1t,
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and drive it home 1s drawn upmn into his service, often regardless of

its fitness." (Dictlonary of Christian Biographies, Vol.4, pp.863-864).
He was the first church father to write in the Latin language.

Though his productions were at first rough and crude, they served a

good purpose. In order to express (Greek theo:l.og!.clal terms he often had

to oreate words. "Theology owes practically to him such words

(sllong others) as Trinitas, satisfactio, sacramentum, substantia,

persona, liberum arbitrium, transferred (some of them) foom the
Latin law courts to take thelr definlte place in the languago of
htm divinity". (Dictionary of Christian Blographies,Vol.4,p. 863),
His works are generally grouped into thwee classes: the apo].g-
ogetic, p 6, and anti-heretical. Dr. Schaff adds a fourth, the
lontnnlst:K::,porl. Prominent in the first group 1s his "Apologeticus",
"It 1s unquestionably one of the most bealtifiil monuments of the
herolc age of the esrly church”, (Schaff,1.0.p.828). It is ane of
the first pleas for re ligious liberty, and ranks high among the
earlier Ureek apolog.etioal writings. He asks for simple justice from
the world and demands that the civil government respect and tolerate

the Christ 1an church. "The cause of truth and justice never found

a more eloquent and fearless defender in the very face of despotio
power, and the blazing fires of persecution, than the author of this
book.® (Schaff,l.c.p.829). A supplement to this tract is the treatise
"Oon the Teatimony of the Soul", Herein Tertullian of.ers his readers

& positive argument for Christlanity. The soul of man and the Christian
religion have a harmony with is pre-established. The soul naturdl ly
favors the doctrines of Christ. In its nature thesoul is not for-

eign to Christienity. The seomd group of Tertullien's writings con-
corn themselves with the refutation of the heretical dootrines of the
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- Gnostics. To this group especially belongs his "On the Prescription
of Heretios". He apreals mightily to the Scriptures to defeat the errds
of all heretlcs. He _holds that the rightful heretage of the church is
the h»ly Bible. The principal heretics whom he attacks are the Gnostics,
" the Valentinians, and Marcion.His five books against Marion 1s his
largest work and was written in 208. The tracts "On Baptisam} "On
the F3lsh of Christ", "0, the Remren-tim of the Félsh", "Against
Hermogenes] and "Against Praxeas" deal with definite errors in the
cmroh and ocutdide the same. The third group, or his practical works
throw 1light on the moral 1life of the early church. Here especially

ere listed his tracts "On Prayer", "On Penance", and "On Fatlence",
These are but a few of the many writings of Tertullian, A com-
plete 1list of his works will be seen in the Aprendix, There is no
" doubt that these writings served the Christian church a wonderful
purpose and helped to cement it together. Without them we woxld be
in the dark regarding the history of the church in his age. "His books
are the of!.er measure of his effect upon the history of his age".
(Vaterman,1.c.p.283). The praises of Tertullian are sung well nigh
by every critic and histarian, both because of the noble man himself.
and because of his noble writings, Perhaps one of the most unique
tributes comes from the pen of Dr. Donaldgon who n-iten" If some
should question his right to be classed among the Saints, yet the great
ae-rv!.ces he has rendered to Christianity, his manly sincerity, and
the earnest intensity of his convictions, should go far to entitle him
to s'ch a pbsition;‘ (Donaldaon,l.c.p.ﬂ).
Though not quite so prolific as Tertullisn, cyprnn produced
' an valuable writings. He shows less criginality, fertility of thought,
and rigor of mﬂb than his master, but he has more flights of ora-
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s tory, more elegence of style, more moderation in thought and exproulen-,
and theref re more clarity. He 1s clearer in the exposition of doctrines
oipoially because he did not, as Tertullian, have to coln phrases and
words inthe “atin. He used the language which ‘ertulllan had made
popular in the church. By profession Cyprian was a rhetorician,

: and, therefore, we can expect several oratorical pasuges.' lixamples
of his style are given throughout the following chapters in various
quotations. His works,too, are divided into three parts’

1) His practical works. These are his most important writings.

They relate chiefly to questions on church gowernment and discipline,
Here especlally belongs his tract on the "Unity of the Church", which
is considered by many his best work, In 1t he manifests a high-churchly
spirit . It 1s termed the "liagna Charta" of the old “atholie Church,

Of a practical nature are also his 81 epistles to various blshops,

R i

clergymen, churches of Africa, Rome etc., etc, Hls correspondence ’

vhich is voluminous, gives- one a graphic pilcture of his pastoral
work showing the true shepherd wo;!.ng among his flock,

2) His moral works. To this group especlally belong his tracts
"on the Grace of God", "On the LYrd's Prayer", "On Horality", and
"on Martyrdom", and several minor exhortatory works.

3) His apologetic works., These are the le:ilt irportent of his
mduotions. His "De TIdolorum Vanitate" and "Testimonla adversus
Judaeos" ars written aga'nst the heathen and Tews respectively.

WA noro' conplete 1ist of his works wlll be appended in the
. Appendix, '

§) Other Workers. _
e o
Commodian: This clergyman was probably & resident

of North Africa. He studied the 01d Testament and was convertcd to

B —
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_  the Ohristian faith. He wrote a walgar ;ptinity vhich was q ite chare
_' acteristic of the North African writers. He 1s an important character
in the histary, i1f not in the theology, of the early cmrch, In the °
dostrine of Christ#logy Commodian was a Fatripassian, and leaned
tovards chiliaam. fe worte two poems, one of them over 1200 verses

in length written in an effort to convert Jews and heathen, "The mos¢
importent part in- the second poem is the conclusion. It contains a
fuller desoription of Antichrist than the first poem, The author
expects that the end of the world will soon come with the s eventh
persecution; the Goths will conquer Rome and redeem the Christiansj

bkl 2 4 L2

but then Nero will appear as the heathen Antichrist, reconquer Rome,

and rage against the Christians three years and one-half; he will be

. conquered in turn by the Yewish and real Antichrist from the east, who

} after the defeat of Nero and the burning of Rome will return to Judaea,
perform false mlracles, and be worshipped by the Jews". Schaff,l.c.

Pe 855-856). later Christ wns to appear and set up Hs kingdom vwhich

was to be a reigh of glory. No doubt, he recelved his notlons about the

three and one-half weeks from the prophecy of “aniel, Dan.9,24-27.

Arnoblus: As also "."ertul!.!.an and Cypriasn, Arnoblus was converted

in 0ld age. As a heathen he was a strong enemy of Christlanity. He

1ived in S:I.ecf; on the Numidian Border, to the southwest of arthage,

during the last part of the third century. Nothing definite is known

of his subeequent life and death. He is not mentioned in Tertullian

or Cyprian. Jerome is the only ancient writer who refcrs to him,

l'!e worte an apology of Christimity in seven books about 303 A.D.

The two first ar: of an apologetic nature, the other five being pol-

emical, The writer showed a great ram.tlarity with the OGreek and “oman

mythology. e wuotes many authors, but in his pre-Christian days, is
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ignoran¥ of the Bible. In his Christiasn writings he quotes from

i the New Lestament; he 1s sflent on the 01d Testament. He exposes

the immorality end evil of the heathen. Though he has some familarity

with the history of Christ, he knoms nothing of the history of

Israsl. His falth was the correct onej he showed salwation in none

other than Christ. He had and taught the true doctrine of God,

the infinite Greator of all things, Of men he taught that he has a

free will, but he did not cling to the immortdity of the soul save

as gspecial gift from God. Hell was real to him, as also the resurrection

of the body. In general he only epproached the true orthodoxy of the
cathollic church. Perhaps his late conversion and his ifgorance of the
01d Yestement accounted much for this fact. In spirit, however, he
was honest, and his purpose was sincere. In him there 1s much African
latinity. "He uttered his testimony boldly in the face of the last
and most oruel persecution, and it is not unlikely that he himself
was one of 1ts victims". (Schaff,l.c.p.861). In his opposition to
Christianity before his conversion he was feared, He was so well known
that when he offered himself to the Christians at Sicca as a convert,
the people r'aared him as they d4id Paul at Jerusalem,

Minucius Felix; Of Minucius ¥elix we mow little or nothing,
Hls writing "Octaviua" belongs to-the. t-ime of Tertullian, 1t 1as difficuk
to assign' a place and date for it, There can be no doubt that 1t has
a close commection to the church of North Africa, and,therefore, 1t
deserves our attentiop. The book # ows one how apt a defender of the
truth Minucius Felix might have been had he devoted his life to the
role of an apologlst, ﬁr. Donaldson states that Jerome alludes to
him several times, The "Octavius" is the only work of his extant,
There aro 1ittle touches throughout the book which indicate an Afrloan
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odgin, points out Dr; Donaldaon, The suthor is, for example, familiar
with the deitlies of Africa., "His style shows initation of the African
writers Fronto, Flarus, and Apuleius: while the paral lelism with the
"spolegetioun” of Tertullian malte 1t necessary to suypose cne of three
things: e:ther (1) Tertulllian Yorrowed from Min, Felix: or (2) Min,

Pelix borrowed from Tertulllian: or (3) both used a comion source. Of hese

these three alternatives for many rea- ons (2) seems the most probablej
and so the argument of the author's close comection with Afriea
1s strengthened", (Donaldson,l.C.p.175).

The "Octavius" has much that pertains to morals., "While inton=-
timally leaving in the backgraind the desper contents of Christianity,
he juatifios it as the higher truth of the neathen knowledge, andi as
the higher marality of 1life, Hls apologetic reprosentati:n of the
morals of the Christians enables us to recognize among them whdt was
cormonly recognized among them as Christisn," (Luthardt, "History
orl Ethics,p.194-195), s shows that régorous morals were upheld by
the Christlans, They were Borbldden to eat blood, to mar:y more than
onde, o>r to acopet places of honor among the heathen, liartyrdom was
wa@ considored a benutiful spectacle,

“entlon might hore be made of Lactantius (died 330 at Treves)
vho, according to Jerome, was a disciple of the African Arnoblus, though

a_ native of .Italy. Becnuse of his beautiful Latin, he 1s ¢ alled the

"Christian Clcero".

6) The Various Persecutions which Affected North Africa. ,

of the sccond century there sesms to have beecn mo end to local persecu=
tions, There were many martyrs in those days; heroes of the falth
pald for tholr falth with their 1ife dally, In the third century




Emperor Septimius Severus, perhaps driven by the excesses of lontm istic
Christianity, decid d once far all to stop the epread of Christienity
eand Judaism. Under his reign there were violent persecutions in
Egypt and northern Africa. There occurred dt this time some of the
most daring, most herolc deaths in all martyrdom. In Carthage two
brave women, Perpetua and Fellcltas, together with three young men
went to the‘-place' of execution with coolness and herole raith.s "They
were glad to suffer for the cause of Christ. At a public festival they
were cast to the wild beasts. The story is given in detall in a later
chapter. _

The same state of affairs continued urnder aracella, 211-217.
He, however, passed no law agelnst the Christians, The fact thet
a general persocution took place in NHorth Afriga under Severus 1s
proof for the assumption that the Christian church was quite strong '
thore already before the end of the second century.

These persecutions were not always carried out according to
the law of the Emperor; often mob rule terrorized the Christians,
Tertulllan testifles:" How often,too, the hostlle mob, paying no
regard for you, takes the law into its owm hand, and assalls.us
with stones end flames." (Tert. Apo:!.-S'?.).

Some years later under the Emperor Declan, 249-251, another
general persecution broke out in all parts of the Ropan Empire. .
He, as also Septimius Severus, once more resolved to wipe out the
Christians religion from the face of the earth. He was a good Roman
and an energetic ruler. His susplcion of the Christians led to hatred.
In the year 250 he issued an edict to all the governors of the prove
inces to reestablish the pagan religlon, which was now on the decline,

under the sewrest penalties. This ushered in the severest and most
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universal persecution so far. It was probably the first one which cov=
ered the entire empire. In order to make apostates of the Chris tians
the Romsn masters resorted to threats, exile, tortures ets. limy of

the weak Christiens fell from the faith and even sacrificed to the
heathen gods. More 1s sald of these under a later heading, Hundreds,
howsver, rushed to prison and sought the mrt,r"_- orown, There was,

in fact, a oraze for martyrdom in those days, as also in the days

of Polycarp. They were of tho.ﬂpin:l.on that with a mm:s death they
pleased the Lord and gained for themselves a greater degree of

eternal bliss. Especially the leaders in the churches suffered. “any
fled to places of concealment for the benefit of the church, as in the
case of bishop Cyprian. During his absence he regulated the aff&irs

of his church by mem s of correspendence. "t was his opinion that .
in times of persecution one ought to yleld and flee. This he him=-

self tmght and practiced, contrn'y to the lontanistic views of
Tertullian, who in his "De Fuga ‘Parucutione" strongly apeaks agginst

flight in times of persecution.
During the raign of Gallus, 251-253, the persecution Regan anew

at the instigation of the Goths and because of the famine, The dire
calamity and the pestilence that resulted from it was blamed on the

Christians, who in turn were persecuted.
The Emperor Valerian, 253-260, was at the first m'ld to the sect

of Christiens. Later he suddenly altered his views, perhaps at the
suggestion of friends, banlshed the Ohristian leaders, and forbade

the Christian worship. Under his persecution the noblest martyrs

were Oyprian and the bishop Sixtus II. of Rome, After this bloody per-
secution there followed approximately forty years of peace during which
times the Christian church prospered and grew materially nd spirituallye.

In the year 303 began the most severe persecution under Dibcletian.
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7) The Bible in North Africa.

In the year 180 A.D. the Scillium martyrs
in reply to the question put to them, "What have you in your box"? said:
"The Books and Epistles of Paul the Just", or, according to mnother
version, "The Books of the Gospels, and the Epistles of the Apostle
Saint Paul®. For that reason we cmm assume, thinks Dr. Donaldson,

that as early as 180 A.D. considerable portions of the New Testament
particularly were in circulation among the Christians of North Africa.
0f the 27 Books in the New Testament, 20 were known to have been gen=-
erally rece:lveﬁ. Those concerning which there was some doubt were s
Hebrews, James, Second Peter, Second and Third John, Jyde, and Heve
elation, The text was Latin, far lLatin was the language spoken by
Speratus, the spokesman for the martyrs before the tribumal of the
Emperor. Greek could not have been the language of the text; the

Greek version of the book which records the account of the Scillium
martyrs is a translation of the Latin original, as Dr. Donaldson

points out. In his "Presoription against Heretics" Tertullian acclaims
the high antiq 1ty of the 0ld Testament, thence 4 1ts majesty and charm,
"We find Tertullian quoting from every book in the Bible in latin

with the exception of Ruth and “sther in the 01d Testament, 2 S. Peter
and 3 S, Jomm in the New Testament: it does not follow that quotations
vhen repeated are identically the same: and they often differ mdaterially
from the more or less stereotyped Vulgate of S. Jerome's time. They
often also dAiffer from the version followed by Cyprian 30 or 40 years
after Tertullian's time". (Donaldson,lc p. 179-180). Dr. Denaldson
offers three possible explanations for the Latin version of the

Bible at this time: 1) Tertullian offered and translated the passages
as he needed them from the originaly £) he used an authorized version;

3) he used unauthorized versions of various books and sometires of
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more than one translation of the same text. Donsldson adds in con-
olusiong"There seoms remson to think that (1) and (2) are both true”.
(Donal dson,l,c.p«180).

Though 1t seems probable that Christianity was introdused into
Horth Africa from the east, o!.th;r from Judaea itself or from the 18-
land of Cyrene, yet the growth of the church was largely dependent
upon the support of the Romans in Italy, However, we imow that the
ochurch at Rome relained almoat wholly Greek until fer into the third
centyrys Therefore, the possibility that Carthage received her Latin
version from Rome 1s excluded, No Latin version of the Bible was nece-
essary in Rome, neither would it have arisen at the first in a land
where Greek was spoken in the services and Greek was used by the church
leaders in thelr writings. Until Fope Victor the Roman bishops bore
Greek names., It 1s highly probable,therefore, that the Vetus Latina,
or the m!ss-named "Itala” had its origin in North Africa, the land
in vhich latin was used in the church for the first time and in church
literature first by Tertullian. Says Dr. Donaldsoni"There secms no
alternative to the theory that they were produced as needed by local
scholars in North Africa its#lf, Even Tertullian may have been mmong
the translatorss and so North Africa his laid all Europe and civile
i1zation u:der a lasting debt by giving us the first Latin translation
of the greater part of the divine 11brary”. (Donaldson,l.c.p.180-181),

Only fragments of the "Itala" are now extant.
Donaldson observes that while Tertullian used different ver-

sions of the same passage at times, he also ocorrects the Latin from
the Greek. Thus, even in his day the germs of literary oriticiem

were already ap arent and cropping oute.
An interesting observation is made by a study of the translations




used by both Tertullian and Cyprian of the same passages. "A comparisan
' of Tertullian's quotatiéns with those made by Cyprian leads us

to the conclusion that a plurality of lLatin versions was current in
North 'A.:l':-.toc before the middle of the third century, and that their
source was ind:pendent of the text adopted by Jerome in the Vulgate".
(nomldaon.l.o.p.lsl).' But as far as the Apocrapha ‘fl"ooneemd, this
does not apply, for Jerome made no separate translation of it. The
version vhich 1s used in the Vulgate is the same as that of Cyprian's,
It 1s,therefore, North African in origin., For these reas ons we have
good reason to believe that a Latin version ol batin verslons of

the Blble were in use in North Africa about the year 200, and that

the translations of the original text, of which Tertullian saw the be-
ainiing and Cyprian the end, were made on African soll, poasibly in

the elty of Carthage.

| The collection of Biblical books which the Scillium martyrs

had in their box may as well point to the use of or,at least, the for-
mation of a canon. The controversy about the New lestament canon broke
out with the liarcion controversy. He accepted as canonical the Gospel
of Iuke and ten of Peul's Epistles only. There is perhaps nothing so
fascinating as the rapid formation and acceptance of the New ‘estament
canon. It took time, snd patience, and industry. Much time passed before
the Romans had read the Letter to the Jalatians or the Galatians had
rcad the Letter to the Romans, or before the Letter to Titus in Crete
and to Timothy in Ephesus had circulated among the Christian churches,
80 that they could be gathered and be accepted by all Christindom to=-
gethor with the four Gospels. It was no easy task to sent these letters
about in those days from the Euxine to the Nyle, and from Yaul to Mu-
midia, The guiding hand of the Lord regulated the formatlon of the

New Testamont canon,
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8) The Prdvinces.
' Ye have no definite infarmation about the size or number

of provinces in rnorthern Africa in the third century. Besides Pro=-
oonsular Africa itself inwhich Carthage was located, mention is made
by Cyprian also of the kingdoms of kauretania and Humidia, He reports
that blshops hed com: from these places to a synod convened in “are
thages The entire area of proconsular Forth Africa was about 2,000
ﬂl‘u‘& long and about 300 milos an the. average in broandth between the

sea and the desert. The continent of Afrlca derives its name from

the province of Africa which today corresponds to Tunis, the {rench
colony, In the year 37 1t was decided to czll the land from f'!.ppo
(B‘:gna) eastward to Cyrene Africa. It was then placed under a proconsulaw,
thus its longur name, Proconsular Africa, The western provinces wore
placed u.der ‘a fomen soldlory. Large camps were oconstruocted and many
nilitary roads were bullt. The country thma had a rapld developnent.
B:I.nghufn quotes E;i- following nmumber of cities wh'ch were lmown
to have exlsted in the provinces of Horth Africa at the ti e of Augus-
tine, Ve give them fer the sake of comparison. The numbers given by
Blngham are contested by others. “any add four or five more to moat
of the provinces mentioned., They follow: 1) Proconsular Africa =
oltles; 104; 2) Humidia: 1423 3) Byzacena: 1313 4) Hauritania
Sitifensis: 46; 5) I.:nurlt.ania Uapsariensis and Tingitana: 1343
8) Tripolls: 5. “e dare not imagine that all those cltles existed at
the same time., There were never more than 500 at one time 1in the
8ix provinces. .
The exact extent off the church in North Airica during the
'thlrd century is unknown. There were thousands of Christiana, however,

in the church of Cyprian. In 258 A.D. he could gatherp €7 bishops from

the provinces of Africa Proconsularis, Numidia, and Faurltaniaoe
D L




IXI. DOCTRINES.

1) The Holy Trinity.
To Tertullian belongs the credit of having found

the tominolog.y for the docrtine of the holy Trinity, that fundagental
doctrine to falith, 1ife, and salvation. He taught in all its purity
that the Trinity consisted of three distinet persons, the Father,

Son, and Holy Yhost, of whom, through whom, and in whom all things

consist, and that these throe are One Holy God, though, as he erron=-
eusly taught, subordinate. In t'is wise Tertulliasn writes to Gyprien
Praxeas:™ Now, observe that my assertion is that the Father is One,

and the Son One, and that they are distinet from each other, ===

It 1s not by way of diversity that the Son differs fro: the Father,

but by distribution; it is not by dividion that He is different,

but by distinction; because the Father is not the same as the Son,

d nce they differ one from the other in the mode of their being,

For the Father 1s the entire substance, but the Son is a derivation and
portion of the whole, as e Himself acknowledges: "My Father 1is

greater than I".(John 14,28), == Thus the Father is distinct from the
Son, being greater than the Sonm, inasmich as He who begets 1s one,

and H¢ who 1s begotten is another, == He says, "I will pray the ¥ather,
and He will send you another Comforter =- even the Spirit of truth",
Jobn 14,16, thus making the Paraclete distinect from Himself, even as

we say that the Son is also distinet from the Fatherj so that He showed
a third degree in the Paraclete, as we believe the second degree 1s

in the Son, by reason of the order observed in the Economy". (Tert. Agalr
Praxeas,9). Though we cannot condone Tertullien for this incorrect
subordination idea, it is perhaps accountable to his late conversion

and long study of philosophy that led him to this speculative, phil=-
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osophical teaching of the holy !:;m!.ty.

" This seme doctrine of the Trinity found its confirmation in the
baptism formula then in use and in the rule of falth or creed. It
was implied in the apostolic blessing.

God the Fathers
i All the creeds used in the ancient church began

with a confession of the Father as the Creator of the heavens and the
earth, This 1s also the falth of the North African Christians as can

be noted from the creed in use smong them. (Prescription Against

the Heretics, 13- Tertullian). This truth is also brought to light

in Tertullians wordss" The object of wur worship is the One God,

He who by His cormanding word, His arranging wisdom, His mighty power,

brought forth from nothing this entire mass of ocur world, with all

its array of elements, bodles, girits, for the glory of Hls majesty;

vhence also the Greek have bestowed upon it the name of Formos o

The eye cannot see Him, though He 1s spiritually visible. He is in-

comprehensible, thoughtin grace He 1s manifested. He 1s beyond our

utmost thought, though our faculties conceive of Him; “e is therefore

equally real and great." (Tert. Apol.l7). He goea on to point ocut that

God:s works are so great that strike one with awe and reverence as

well as afford untold enjoyment for &1l Christians, This God 1is the

only One recognized; all others are fictions of the mind. Such is

end always has been the true teaching of the Christlan Church.
Tertulllan shows adwvanced Christian thought on the doctrine of

God as a supreme Being in his anti-heretlical works. In part he states:

"God will never be hidden, God will never fail menkind; lg will always

be recoanixzed, &l ways perceived and wishes seen when man wishes. God

has mad~ all that we are, and all in which we are, a witness of

Himself. Thus e proves Himself God, and the one God by His being known

to al1; since another must first be rroved." (Tert. from Schaff,l.0.p.530s




The attributes of God are stressed by tertulltan, God was so
real to him he even ascribed corporealdty to Him, Tertullian advo=
vated the latter opini.op in view of the fact that the Alexandrians
during this’period denied the material in God, str-ssing His spidit-
uality. However, Schaff holds that we aré not to take the word
"corporeality" literd 1y in l""'e::-ta.a.'l.:l.i.an. He may have meant something
different £rom thet which at the first suggests 1tself. Perhaps
he meant the concrete personality of God in speaking of His corporeali.ty.
In his battle with sareion, Tertullian cites the various qualities of
God. "God 1s the great supreme, exlsting in eternity, unbegotten, un-
made, without beginning, and without end."(Tert. Against Eargion,I.3).
He then points out at great length dniin excesslve detall that God 1is
One, that he cannot be hidden, that e is krown to the soul, yes, the
dowry of the soul., All creation shows us our God; He 43 kmown to us
from nature. He has mad: all, the mountdns as well as the spiders web,
God is also the highest good. "Was die menschliche Schwaeche von CGott
bestimmt sagen keann, das sage ich aus, und das allgemeine Bewusstseln
wird mir zusagen] =- Go:t ist dle hoechste Yrcesee, dle in der Ewigkeit
gegruendet, ungeboren, ungeschaffen, ohne Anfang, ohne Ende ist".
(Tert. from Rinn, "Dogmengeschichtliches Lesebuch",p.44-45). That
God exlsta 1is ‘ahown us by nature itself. "Unsers Gottes Existenz laesst
sich nur dadurch erwelsen, dass er diese Welt geschaffen hat". (Rinm,
1.0.p«85). The Christiemn church as a vhole at thls tiie and always
upheld the doctrine of God:s omnipotence, ommipresence, justice,
eternity, and preserwation. ﬁlese great thoughts arc traceable to the
words of God Himself before Moses, Exod. 34,6,7, from whence Jewish
theology derives 1ts "De Deo". Tertullian was especlally strong in
his affirmation of these rat;ts because of the opposltion ho received
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from the polythelsm of the pagans and the dualism of the Gmostics,
who taught the Demiurge and that matter (huly) 1s coeternal with Sed.

Jesus Christ: &
The Messlahship of Christ has always been the

foundation of the Christian church. The denial of it is equivalent
to heresy. The redemptive work of Christ 1s the center of Christian-
thought; the Chris tian world is concentrated on it, The believer 1s

alwvays coneclous of the fact that Christ is God, the Hessiah promised
by the partliarchs and sages of old. Without this fundamental truth
the church falls,
Christ was the center of theological thought also in North
Africa in the days of Tertull ian and CUyprian, His blessed name 1s
found predominently in the formula for baptism, ln the creed, in the
prayers used, in the writings of the fathers, and in the dally and
weekly worship of the Ghriét:lans.
The deity of Christ 1s attested to by Tertiillian when he states:
"Thus dhrist is Spirlt of Spirit, end God of (God, as light 1s kindled
of light.=== So to», that which has come forth out of God is at once
God, and the Son of God, and the $#%e are one." (Tert. Apole21)s
The same writer o ntinues to show that Christ Yesus was born in a su-
pernatural way, that He ho:s the atiributes of the Creator, and that He
syffered and dled. His second coming, resurrection, and sitting at
the right hand of power in he-ven are likewise attested: '1n the creed.
The deity of Christ has been the battle-ground for the Christian
chureh throughout the ages. Because it constitutes the alpha and omega
of Christian theology, many controversies have been fought against
it by heretics and the 1ike. Especially the Unostics and the Eblonites
vho insisted on accepting the humanity of Christ only (as present-

day modernists and washié rationalists urge), led the attack against
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Tertullian and Cyprian. However, Tertullian cannot escape the charge of
subordinationism in his teaching of Christology. He decldedly snd umn=-
nistakably calls the “ather the whole of the divine substance and the
Son only a part of 1t, as was seen in the foregoing chapter (Tert.
Against Praxeas, 9). In this same chapter Tertullian resorts to wvarious
illustrations to prove his assumptions on subordination. As the ray ;
of the sun 1is secondary to tho. sun 1tself, so also the Som of God to

the '_father. Dr. Schaff observes in this connectioni®We should not

take figurative language too strictly, and must remember that Tertullian
was o.npocially interested in distinguishing the Yather from the Son

in opposition to the Patripassian Prazeas. In other respects he did

the church Christology iaterial service." (Schaff,l.0.p.555).

Juat.au oY His incarnmation, Tertullian gave witness to the pre-
exlstence of Jesus. "He propounds the threefold hypostatical existence
of the Son (filiatio): 1) The pre-existent, eternal, immsnence of the
Son to the Father; they being as inseparable as reason and wa d in
man, who was coreated in the image of Yod, and hence in a measure
reflects ‘s being; 2) the coming forth of the Son with the ather for
the purpose of ! he oreation; 3) the manifestation of the world to the
Son by the incarnation."(Schaff,l.0.p.666). These thoughts are pro-
pounded especial'y in Tertullian's "Against Praxeas" chapter 5. Every-
vwhere, however, the idea of inferiority is brought out in the rela-
tinn of Christ to the ¥ather. Most students score the first Latin
father on -that point, though Dr. Neander aftempts to find the explan-
atim for it all when he argues:" To Tertullian, accumtomed to fam-
iliarize the material notions of the divine essence, the same diffi-
culties ,would not pesent themselves here, as revolted the philosophical
mind of Origen. He could guite clearly conceive by the ald of his



s ol s il SRR L I N

material notions of emanation, how the Godhead might cause to pro-
deed £from 1ts own essence of being possessed of the same substance only
in an inferior degree snd standing in the same relation to the fomer
as a ray of li.ght to the sun. He asserted, therefore, the doctrine

of one diwine essence, shared in a certain gradation of three persons,
most intimately connected. The Sun, so far as e concernes the divine
essence , 1s not numerically distinct from the’ ‘ather; the same
essence of God being also in the Yonj but He differs in degree, be-
ing a smaller portion of the common mass of the divine essence., Thus
the prevalling view of the Western Church came to this: one divine
essence of the Father and Son; but, at the same time, subordination
in the relation of the Son to the Yather.," (Neander,l.c.p.605).

The humamnity of Christ is affirmed by Tertullian repeatedly in
his "On the Flesh of Christ", where he spekks of Christ's miraculous
birth end sinless flesh. He wrote this béok in defence of the Christian
dootrine sgainst various heretics who denied the natural birth and
corporeality of Jesus, Marcion especially is refuted. Him he accuses
"of meking Christ who is all truth, a half lie, and by the denlal of
His flesh rosolving all the work of His flesh, His sufferings, and
His death, into an empty show, and subverting the whole scheme of re-
demption,"(Schaff ,1.0.p.567). |

The church had the queer notion at this tine that the body of
Christ before the exaltation was homely. This opinion was based on
'a false interrretation of Is.53,2,3352,14, and Ps.22, Tertullian
volces this thought in his "Against the Jews, and "On the Flesh of
Ohrist" repeatedly. It is odd that these fathers of the early e¢hurch
should have advocated this view. Fhysical deformity was incompatible
with 014 Yestament priesthood. Many were the rules which constituted
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perfection or fitness for the priestdooll. The passage in Isalah refers
to the divine suffering on the orcss, and has n th'ng to do with

the physical features of Christ's body. It portrays the awfulness of
God who suffered for men as a Man, Christ Jesus was indeed u:comely
in this eondition during the state of His mumiliation, btut, by
Himself, art from Fls sufferings, Christ was Siceiicdiléh unfeding
beauty and glory. As the eternal Son of God His beauty surpasses

all earthly comiliness; He is perfection itself. Schaff states that

the earlier views of the Christians as deplcted in the warious
plotures of Christ disagr o with this opinion of Tertullian‘es

Though the doctrine of the two natures in Christ was brought
into the arena of theologlcal debate much later in the Eusychian
and Nestorian controversies, the truth of Scripture concerning this
dostrine -1s upheld by Tertullian as wel' as the entire North Afr‘can
church. Tertillien writess"The nature of the two sunstances displayed
Hin as ¥an and God,= in one respect born, in the nther unbora; in one
resppot fleshly, in the other spirituals in one sense weak, in the other
exoeeding strongs in one sense dying, in the other living. This pro-
perty of the two states == the divine and the humam -- is distinotly
asserted with equal truth of both natures alike, with the same bellef
both in respect of the Spirit, end of the flesh®.(Tert. "On the Flesh
of Christ", 5). Though, according to Schaff, Origen is the first
to use the term "Godman", Tertullian, writing against the heresy of
Praxeas, sayss" The truth is, we find that le is expressly set forth
as both God and Han",(Tert."Against Praxeas",£7). In the same chapter
he dwells on the fact that Jesus must be eompoundei of two sunstances,
of flesh and spirit; however, not in the s ense of a mixture, for that
would destroy both natures, and Christ then were no longer God nor lian.
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Christ is fully God and fully Man, possessing the full nature of

each personality, the divine and the humen. "Certainly, in all

respects as the Son of God and the Son of Man, being God and Man, dlfg-
ering no doubt according to each substance in its own especial property,
inas much as the word is nothing else but God and the flesh nothing

else but Man ,"(Tert. Ag. Prax. 27)., Were Christ a compounding of two

natures in thesense of a mixture, He achually were neither. He then
wuld be a third substance, very different from wither. And them we
would no longer have a true Godman,' as Tertullian also states:™ If,

however, it was only a "tertium qu!.d, some composite essence formed

out of the Two Substances, like the"electrum" (which we have mentioned),
there would be no distinct proofs aprarent or elther nature". (Tert.
Ag. Prax.27). ,

The North African Church and especially Tertullian placed strong
emphasis on the teaching of the Logos. There was an especial teaching
of the Logos, the eternal Vord in the early church, "Auf dle Ausbildung
der christlichen Lehre im Abendland hat Tertullian den groessten Ein-
fluss ausgeuebt durch seine Iehre vom Logos und vom dem geschichtlichen
9::1‘ tus. Hier .hat er im Anschluss an apologetische und klelnasiatische
Troditionen die fuer dle Falgezelt masagebenden Formeln geachaffen".
(Rinn.l.c.p.48). ;

In his lectures on dogma Dr. Rinn gotes fertulllan to prove
thet the Logos or Son of God was taught to be of temporal exlstence,
that e did not always exist together with the Father. He writes:

"Gott 1st auch Vater, auch Richter, omme jedoch darum, well er immer
Gott ist, anch bestaendig Vater und Richter zu sein, Denn er konnte
weder Vater sein vor dem Sohne, noch Richter vor der Suende. Es gab
eine Zelt wo es fuer ihn keine Sohn und keine Suende gab, wodurch er .
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mn Richter und Vater haette werden koennen". (Rinn,1.c.p.48). This
same Word emanates from the ‘:nthu-, as 1s proved by the words: "Dass
dleser (dor ‘eist) ms Gott hervorgebracht und durch herworbringen er-
seugt sei, darueber sind wir belehrt worden. Dem Go't ist ein “elst.
Und wenn der Strahl wus der Sonne hervworgeht, 50 ist er ein *eil

von dem Y“ansen, aber dle Sonne wird doéh in dem Strahl sein, weil

er ein Sonnenstrahl ist."(Rinn,l.0. p«49 from Tert).

It was also the teaching of fertullimm that Ohrist would sone
day give back to the futher His power over all things. He writes to
Praxeast™ It (the lionarchy) remains to firm and stable in its om
state, notwithstanding the introduotion into it of the Irinity, that
the Son actually has to restore i1t to the Father entire (I Cor.l15,5t),
=== Wo thus see that the Son 1s no obstacle to the Lonarchy, although
it is now administered by the Son} because vith the Son 1t 1a s t1l1l in
its own state, and with its own state will be restoredjto the “ather.
NHo one, therefors, will impair it, on account ol.; admitting the Son (to
i1t), since it is certain that i1t has been committed to Him by the
Father, and by and by has to be delivered again up by Bim to the
Father", (Tert. Ag. Prax.t).

"This early church had the correct dociine concerning the
work of Christ. We quote from Franks:"Of. esp. Adv. Mare. ITI.S8,

.where Tertulllsn sgys that 1f the flesh of Christ is taken to be a lie,

His suffereings will not deserve faith." He goes ong"Therefore, is
the whole work of Christ overthrown., The death of Christ, the whole
import snd blessing of the Chribtian name, 1s denied."(Franks, "A
History of the Doctrine of the Work of Christ",p.102). The same
author continues to show that "_‘ortullian had no definite conception
or formila of his own regarding the death of Christ. Hils case
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vas paral lel with that of Irenaeus who r:garded Christianity as a‘net
lu of Christ, and evan more than that. Says Franks;"Not only does

ho agree with the Apostolic athern, the Oreek Apologists, and “*rénaeus
in regarding Christianity as a new law of Christ; but as was natural

to one. who before his conversion had been a "juris peritus", he has

nade the idea of the new law nore s trictly legal and more dominant

than it 1s among the Greeks."(Franks,l.c.p.102).
In I“’e::ﬂ:ull!.an thare 1s also the heginning made of that great

systematized docbrine of sin and grace, so prominent in the Westerm

Church later. Franks as serts:"Tertullien hss systematized his legnl
view of the relation of the Christian to God by the use of the |
important terms merit (meritum) and satisfaction (satisfactio), both
of which, together with their cognates, are comion iIn Roman jurisprue-
denoe.‘ Here first we touch the beginnings of the great Hos'ern sys-
tematization of the doctrine of grace and merit, the counterpart of
vhich 1s to be found in the theology of the East".(Frnnks.l.c.p.103).
\&\As a whole, fertullian and Cyprian were correct in their teachinq
on the wmrious church doctrines. But when they began to speculate ‘1;
and introduce their own philosophical ideas, they fell from the truth.'.' /!

A
(Dr. Luther gives this opinion"Tertullisn und Cyprian sind ‘niswetil.en \

1.!\ e gegangen und haben weldlich gestrauchelt, wo sie von dem Arti.kol
vdn Christo abgegangen sind",. (Luther, Index Vol. p.l773 from Vol,

The Holy Spirit:

"mhe doecbrine of the Holy Spirit was far les:
developed, and,until the middle of thr fourth century, was never a
subject of special controversy".(Schaff,l.c.p.560). In the creed quoted
by Yertulillan, only one out of nine articles are devoted to the Holy
Spirit. It seems the early fathers have wavering or uncertain ldeas




of the Spirit s though theyware especially bledsed by His divine power,

' Theirs was in a high degree the holy and comforting influence and power
of the Paraclete. They were not far rcmoved from the age of the
Apostles when spiritual gifts were predominent in the Christian church.
Though there was no definite formula on the teqching of the Faraclete,
Ho- was believed to be a distinot Person; He was not the same as the
Logos. He was a unity in Himself; le was one distinct Person in the

Godhead. Tertulllien writes in affirmation of this facts"And so the
connection of the Father and ‘the Son, and the Son in the Paraclete,
produces three coherent, one to the other, And these three arc one thing
(wnum), not one person(unus); as it 1s said,"I and the Father are One
(unum)®, and in regard to unlty of substance, not in regard to singu=-
larity of number", (Tert. Ag. Prax. 8). Especlally lIn the Montanistie
aystem which tertullian later adopted was the teaching of the Holy
Spirit predominent, In the rule. of faith Tertullian shows that the
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church taught that the Spirit was sent by the Son. He'e al® ‘ort-

ulllan's liontanlistic conceptions oropppd out, though he never clalmed
he have rcceived speclal rovelations from the Spirit. As in the case
of the Son, Tertullian also subordinated the Spirit to the Father.
That fact was already aprarent in the foregoing chapter on the
"Holy Trinity". The same thought in expressed by the great liontanist
in his "Agalnst Praxeas”, statings" Where there is a second, there are
two; and where there is a third, there are three. For the Spirlt 1s
third from God and the Son, just as the frult growing from the shrub
is third from the root, and the river growing from the spring is third
from the stream, and the point of the ray is third from the sun,”
(Donaldsonl.c.p.122, from Tert.). .

It would appear that the doctrine of the Holy Spirlt was more

strongly emphasized in these days than it is at the present time.




‘The Paraclete was rogarded as the leader in the spiritual
affairs of the church; His messages were especially sought and chere
ished, The early Christian church thus found comfort and s trength
in its strifes wilth heathen opposition, Wirites R. Birch Hoyle:

"it this point we see most clearly the august offices of the Para-

clete and His pervading ethical power. "The Holy Spirit from heaven
is tho determiner of discipline itself"(De Pudic..ll), It is His
purpose™in the way of discipline to lead the church to a higher
perfection. What then is the Paraclete's administrative office

but this:; the direction of diecipline, tho revelation of Scripture,

the reformation of the intellect, the advancement toward the"better
things"? (Ce. Hebrews 11,40; 12,24; De Virg. Vel. 1)." (Hoyle, in

"The Biblical Review", April 1931)., The same author then shows that
Tertullian taught a higher degree of spirituality in those who received
prophecies from the Holy Spirit. He states:"He goes on to malntain
that "the recognition of charismata entitles the Montanists to be de-
servedly cal . ed "psiritual" (De lonogamlia 1), and reproaches t-hp
Catholics for having"rojected the prophecies of the Holy Spirit" and,
"by not receiving the Paraclete, having oprosed the M. ntanists ( De
Corona 1; De Fuga 1)." (Ho¥le, in "The Biblical Review", ipr.l93l).

Tertullian was very much inc'ined to give pgiritual leadership

to those who were especially led by the 8Spirit. "Persons animated

by the Paraclete by facing martyrdom, are, in Tertullien's opiniocn,
the real leaders and guldes of the church, and not the weak-kneed
officials who "ar equipped for flight from city to olty, pastors
vho are 1ilons in peace time, timid deer in battle (De Corona 1)."
(Royle, "™rhe Biblical Review", Apr.193l). And, as Yertullian thought
the end of the world was soon to come since this was the "latter agE"



prodiotod' in the 0ld Testament, the messages of the Spirit were alome
to be investigated for leadership in the divine truth. Hoyle expresses
this thought when he writess“The present periocd of time, to _xort-
ulllan, was the"end of ages". "Now,through the Paraclete, the ehurch
ishedbtled into matrulty. He wil' be, after Christ, the only Ome to
be called and revered as Master, for He speaks not for Himself, but
what is- commanded by Christ. He 1s the only Prelate, because He ahone
succees Chrlst. They who rece've Him set truth before custom." (De
virg. Vel.l)"., (loyle, in "The Biblical “eview". Ap»r.193l1).
Evel spearation from the maln body of the church 1s justified
by the volce of the Paraclete. The "physics" who ar: the ssme as
those called "carnal" by Paul, ralse controversy agalnst the Holy
Spirit. "Tertullian justifies separation from the main body of the
church, the "physics", at the recognition and defense of the Paraclete"
(De Jejun.l; Adv. Prax.l.)." (Hoyle, in "The Biblical Seview", Ap.1931).
Thus, throughout his dootrinal writings, Tertullian strongly
relterates the fact thatiobedience to the new prophecy demands the re=
jection of the hlerarchy of the church catholle; that the Paraclete
atlndg- before any tradltion or custom of the early churchj that a
rigorous moral life 1s entailed in the gulding principles of the
Paraclete whose disciplinary measures change the ethical condusct of one's
1ife as respects chastity, single marrlage, fasting, wil ingness to
endure mart:rdom, and charity offerings. But iore ':111 be given on

these toplos later.
We £ind this emphasis on the revelations of the Spirit in thes age

since it was consldered, especlally by Tertullian, as the now age of
the 8pirit. "Tertullian was of the opinion. that this outburst of pro-
phecy In Nis time was the fulfillment of the Lord's promise to send the



the Parasclete after M s ascenslon (John 16,12f,). "The reaasn #hy the
Lord sent the Paraclete was, that, since human medfochity was unable to
take in d1 things at once, disciplline should little by little be directed
and ardained and carrled to pe-feection by the Vicar of the Lord, the
Holy Spirit" (De Virg. Vol.ll)". (Hoyle, in "The Biblieal Haview",
April 1931).

Pentecost, according to the grea% liontanist, was not the full
doscent of the Spirlt. The ontire "neiv agoe" wns one of the Splrlt.
The Paraclete was boelleved to 'ba particularly active now In the estabe-
1ishment of His new church here on earth. Tn " De snima" chapter 9

Tortullian speaks at great length of a certain elster who during

the services "conversed with angdls and sometimes with the Lord®, She
wns reputed to have seen and heard "mysterious co munications". After
the people were dismissed from the service, she reported to the leaders
shat she had seen and heard In her vislons, Amdd All this ls indicative
of the emphasis lzid on the study of the Paraclete and iiis m'raculous
revelations in the age of Tertullian, or during the first half of

the third century.

We, as bellevers in the true chi:rch, know that there is no more
need of more revelations of the Spirlt; Christ was told us of the love
of the Father and pointed out the only way to salvation. Christ, it
18 true, is st1ll the Head of Hls clmrch, and the Holy Spirit its
spiritual leader, gulding men in the truth as set forth in the Blble.
If we have the feeling of a new revelation, we are to"try the spirits,
vhether they be of God" (1 Jomn 4,1). However, the storn temper of the
North African Church 1s an embracing antidote to the laxity of morals,
the ease of divorces, and the craze for lwxury and pleasure in its

sensuous forms at the present dgy. We sorely need the Paraclete's presencs




2) The Angels,

Tertullian frequently alludes to the spirits, both good
and bad. In his treatise on baptism he shows that the waters received
thelr healings powers from the angels who were sent by the Father,
'I‘he[good angels are pictured as the messangers of God; the bad as the
cohorts of Satan., The particular duty of the good angels is the guard-

ianship over man; they watech over our souls and record the evil we do.

Says Yertullisn:"For at the very time the devil is working havoe in
the church, do you doubt tha: the angels are looking down from above,

and mark every man, who speaks and who listens to the blasphemlng

word, who lends his tongue and who lends hils ears to the servies of
Satan against God?"(Tert. On the Shows,=27).

The general opinion of the Christian church was that the angels
were spirits. This teaching i1s not unique to the falth of the Christianse.
Even the heathen belleve in spipits. Plato admits them, as do also all )
magic deallers and the various sécred books of the orlent.

Tertullian refers to the fall of the evil angels who were corrup-
cd by their own freewill, and from whom sprang a race of demons. Satan
is their chief. They are the real source of evils and disasters in
the world. "Their great business 1s the ruin of mankind. So from the
very first spiritual wickedness sought our destruction. They inflict
accordingly upon our bodies, diseases and other grievous calamities,
while by violent assaults they hurry the soul into sudden and extra-

ordinary excesses. Their marvelous subtleness and tenulty Bive them eccess

50 both parts of our body." (Tert. Apol.22).

3) Man,

The Biblical account of the creation of man was belileved by -
the North African church as is apparent from the creed and all the
writings of the early fathers. The story of the fall of man, his se-
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duction by the Serpent, and ultimate expulsion from the Garden of Eden,

B 45 alluded to repeatedly. Though the Pelaglan controversy with its ,)
philosophlcal speculations on the nature of the soul and its corrupt |
teachings on the merits of man 1n the fifth century first brought
out to its fullest extent the universality of the fall as well as the
origin of the soul, the germs of these teachings are faind in Tertull-
iavs "De Anima". The Montanist was the first to teach the traducianism

of the soul, a belief still cherished by the true Christian church
and especially preferred to creationism in our own Lutheran Ohurch,
In chapter 22 of his "De Anima" he expressly states that the soul of
every man is "evolved out of one (archetypal soul)". All the soculs
that are born into the world are not created by God individually,
but derive their origin from the soul of Adam which God preated on the

' sixth day by breathing into his nostrils the breath of life. Even )
the soul of Evel, chapter 36, was not created apart from Adam's. He
points out that her soul was, so to say, a portion of her husbandb.
To quote Tertullian:"God's "afflatus" would have animated her too, if
there had not been in the woman a transmission e-t‘fm'e' man Adam of his
soul as well as of his flesh", Other arguments of his in the same treatise
point to the fact that the creatin of God was completed on the sixth
day; therefore, there 1s no more creation performed by Him. God now
reats and preserves the world. The soul of Adam was so oreated tl_xat
it would have the power of reproducing itself in its descendants.
Schaff states in this connection that most Western divines followed
Tertullian. Traducianism is especially 1iked by most theologians for
it explains somewhat the original state of sin in which man 1s born,
It also opposes the creationistic views of the heathen philosopher e t
Arlstotle, who held that the souls of man were created by the dlrect
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sgency of God. However, that view destrpys the organie unity of the

soul end the body. Tertullian well says:" We ind.eed maintain that ~}
both are conceived, and formed, perfectly simultaneously, as well

as born together (Te-rtullian speaks of the soul and the body); and

that not a moment's interval ocours in their conception so that a prior

place can be assigned to either." (Tert."De Anima",27). Were there

a spearate creation for sither such a state of affiirs as described
above were hardly possible, That sin is inherited from one person to
the next 1s compatible with the fact that there 1is some good remaining

in man." Auch in den Schlechsten ist noch etwas futes, in dem Besten

einlges Boese. =--~ Die Scele hat ihren besonde:t_'en Drundlagen und Mittel
ohre eigentuemliche Beschaffenheit zu foerdern, maemlich, die Unsterb-
lichkeit, dle Vermumftigkeit, die Wahrnehmung, das Erkemtnisvermoegen,
Frelheit des Willens --- Alles dieses ist der Seels mit der Geburt ver-)
liehen, aber derselbe, die sie von Anfang an beneidet hat, der verdunkelt
diese Vorsuege auch jetzt und verdirbt sie", (Rinn,l.c.p.54-55).

In this connection fertullien also brought out the doctrine of
original sin in a plain and explicit form perhaps for the first time, .
"He adopted, out of the previous doctrine of the church, the idea, that
the first men, as he was created by Jod, posseszed all the facultles
necessary to -reveal the image of God, through his moral nature;
but that these faculties lay still in a dormant undeveloped state.
Their development depended on man's free will",.(Neander,l.c.p.614).

The same author continues to show that Tertullian was of the opinion

that the first parents were so created that by fellowship with God

they could have become transfigured and thus more divine. But by the
first sin, which was a refusal to accept the will of God, man spgarated ‘—
himself from God and took on him the sinful nature. Since this event




JUe

sin 1s propagated in all men, for the first parents had in them the

germ of all mankind; their soul was the source of all human souls, »

However, man i1s not unalterably sinful; the grace of God can still

unite with the evil that is in him. And this grace can make man a

child of God through faith in the blood of Christ. Writes ‘ertullian:

"Es fragt sich, ob das, was wir “aturwigenschaften genannt haben, ver=

aenderlich ist, Wenn es so 1st ( das ein guter Bam nicht schlechte

Fruechte und ein schlechter Baum nicht gute Fruechte bringen kamn,

und niemand von Dornen Feigen und Disteln Trauben ernten kann) dann

wird Gott dem Abraham nicht aus Steinen Kinder erwecken koennen,

das Otterngeschlechte keine Fruechte der Buese bringen, und der

Apostel hat gelrrt, wenn er schrelbt: Auch wir warne einst Kinder des

Zorns.--~ Das wird die “acht der goettlichen Gnade sein die sicherlich

staerker 1st als die Natur." (Rinn.l.c.p.55). Yet, ‘ertullian did 5

not teach that the divine infulence 'I;ad such a pc-mer as to completely

overwhelm the resistance of freewill, reducing it to a passive object.

"For “ertullian , according to the context, is only intendling to

prove, that grace, through its inworking agency on the corrupted natere,

could, by virtue of the freewill, impart to 1t a h’gher power than

dwells in itself, and thus transform it to something else; and we °

are bound in justice to accept that interpretation, which best accords

with other explanations that Tertullisn gives". (Neander,l.c.p.619).
"Po the CUnostic doctrine concerning the different fundamental

principles of human nature, according to which they maintain that a

hylic or material nature could never be converted into a pneumatic or

© iritual one, -- to this docirine ‘ertullian opposed the almighty

powsr of grace and the mutability of humen will", (Neander,l.c.p.618). - >

In general, Tertullian taught that the soul of man was corporeal,
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that 1t growa with the growth of the body, was corrupted by sin, but

' that 1t is regenerated by the water and the Spirit in baptism. These 2
views are all voiced repeatwdly in the "De Anima", and especially in
chapter 22 when he says:" The soul,then, we define to be sprung from
the breath of God, immortal. possessing body, having form, simple in its
substance, intelligent,in its own nature, developing its power®m in

various ways, free in its determinations, subject to the changes of

accldent, in its various faculties mutable, rationally supreme, en-
dowed with an instinct of presentiment, evoloved out of ‘one(archetypal

soul)", (Tert."De Animale2).

4) Freewill, -
Tertullian discusses the doctrine of freewlill in connection

with his discussion on the soul. In his "De Anima" he refutes the
erroneous views of Marclon and Hermogenes at great length and:'E!Bundant D
repetition, He expressly states that the will of man is free, that
freedom is an inate property of the soul. This thought 1s referred to

in his discussion on the soul, in the quotation guoted above, "De
Anima" 22. General freedom of action is there ascribed to the soul.
Dr. Rinn quotes Tertullian also to prove the fréedom of the will )
with the words:"Frei finde ich den enschen von Gott geschaffen, mit
eigenem Willen und der liacht der Selbstbestimmung und ich merke keln
andres Bild und Gleichnls Gottes an ihm als .dgs, welches dieses Zu=-
stand mit sich bringt.--- Gott befehlt, droht, und ermshnt, nur weill

der “ensch den freien Willen hat zw gehorchen oder das Ugbot zu verachten"

(RInnel.c.p.47). Thereby also he shows that grace is not irresistible.

v

5) The Holy Eucharist
..Under the leadership of the first two fathers

the Latin Church of North Africa experienced no controversy on the
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doctrine of the Eucharist, Not until many centuries had passed did the
Christian church wrangle about the celebration of this divine rito,_ D
Analysis and reflestion gradually changed the ideas of theologians.
The fifteenth century and the succeeding eges after Luther perhaps saw
the hardest fought controversies on the doctfine of the Eucharist,

The general names with which Tertullian refers to the Iord's
Supper are "the act of thanksgiving", the "supper of God", or"the
banquet of the Lord", Much discussion has resulted from the fact that
he cdled or made the words of institution, "Hoc est corpus meum" equi-

valent to "Figura corporis mei®, (Tert. Adv. Marc, III,19), There

are those who find in this e=pression a teaching of symbolism, the
eriterion of Reformed theology. Theologlans of Calvinistic theology
use the "figura" of .'.Lertullian in substantiation of their belief
that the L,rd's body is not really present in the bread and wine, S
but that the elements in the Holy Supper are msre symbols, figures

of the true body and blood of our Lord. However, this anclent battle-
ground of theology, on which Melanchthon fell and for whi..eh reason
Luther separated from Zwingli at famous Marburg, was -not meant to be
contested by the Montanist, He merely used this statement "figura" in
opposition to Marcion's decetism, I”_Ie was writing against Marcion at

the time he used the word ":figura". In place of teaching symbolism,
Tertullian, by using the Latin word "figura", intended to emphasixze

the rcality of the body of Christ in the Eucharist, Dr. Iuther has
various statements in support of this interpretation. They follow:
"Pertullian gebraucht das Wort "figura" nach rechter Art der lateln-
1schen Sprache, das helsst, eine Form oder Gestalt "mathematice",

das lang, dieck, breit, rund, etec. ist".(Iuther, 857). Agaln he writes: N

Tertullian ficht wider Marcion und will, das Christus elnen rechten




nmatuerlichen Leib gehabt habe, nicht ein eitel Ding, Schemen oder
Gespenst". (Luther, 20,854). In the same column he adds:"Tertullian ‘.)
schliesst wider Marcion: es konnte Christi Leib nicht im Brot sein,
und Brots Yestalt fassen, wenns nicht ein rechter, wahrhaftiger Leib
waere", (Luther, 20,854). Dr. Schaff holds that the expression.of
Tertullian is very near the interpretation of Oecolampadius who
put the figure in the predicate, to which Luther already remarked
correctly:" Es i1st klar, dass Tertullian das Wort "figura" nicht ver-
stehe nach Oecolampads Welse fuer ein Gleichnis oder Zeichen, sondern
fuer eine Yestalt des Leibs Christi",(Luther, 20,588£), (Note: All
these references from Luther's works were taken from the Index Volume,
8.V. "Tertullian"). From the entire context it is spparent that
- the African father meant to convey the view as shown by Luther.
Thus “aterman slso agrees with Iuther when he shtes:" Plainly Lertull- )
ian holds with Irenaeus and Justin that the consecrated bread is made
to be a true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ",(Waterman,l.c.p.275-6).

The Eucharist as a Sacrifice:

The geem of the Catholic idea of

a sin-offering in the Lord‘_s Supper is found in the writings of the
African “athers. The language they use indicates the idea of a sacrifice
in conrection with the Eucharist celebration. Writes Ur. Schaff:"The
African ‘;ather in the third century =--- are the first to approach on
this point the later Roman Catholic idea of sin-offering".(Schaff,

. 1.64Pe246). Throughout the writings of Tertullian and Uyprian the
word “saorif‘:lcium'.", first coined by ‘ertullian for chfuch language,
is employed to describe the Eucharist. "Cyprian speaks or“celebratipg
the Lord's sacr_ifice" (sacrificium dominicium; cf.-also—hostia--
~dominica—(De Unitate Eccl.l7), of "ofrering"; not only the cup, but
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"the Lord's Blood", and once of "sacrificing". --- There is no idea of
repetition of the sucrifice of the Cross, For, side by side, with phrasea)

_ which speak of"offering the bleod of Christ", Cyrrian speaks of

of-ﬁering the cup in commemoration of liis passion." (Hastings"Encyclo-
pedia of “eligious Xnowledge and Ethics@p.551, Vol.5). Such terms as
these were the beginning of the Roman Catholic doctrine of repetition

of Christ's sacrifice in the Mass. Later Augustine used the same
e.xpresaion, but he merely meant a sacrifice in the sense of a commemora-
tion of the cdyss. |
In the North African Church the bread and the wine, the elements
used in the celebration of the foly Sacrament of. the Eucharist, were
mixed as a type of the union of the natures in Christ. Writes Cyprian
in affirmation of this custom:"For if any one offer wine alone, the |
blood of Christ 1s dissociated from us; but if the water be alone, the )
people are dissociated from Christ; but when both are mingled and |
ere joined with one another by a close union, there 1ls completed a
spiritual and heavenly sacrament. Thus the cup of the Lord is not +
indeed water alone, unless each be mingled with the other".(Cyprian,
Epistle 62). We glean from this remark that both elements were
offered to all the partakers of the Holy Supper; the wine was not
withheld from the lalty, as is done in the Roman Catholic Church,
Dr. Donaldson indicates that "_i'ertullian taught the same doctrine
and custom in his "Against “arcion",chapter 19. =
The Eucharist was c#lebrated in the morning. "We take also in
the congregation, before daybreak, and from the hands of none but the
presidents, the sacrar;mnts of the Buchabist",(Yert."The “haplet", 3).
Dr. Donaldson remarks in this connection:" The custom of celebrating -

the Eucharist in the early morning of the first day of the week was




probably due to two causes: 1) That it might be a weekly memorial of

the Lord's Resurrection --- and (2) to avoid exciting undue attention )
and public notice".(Donaldson,l.c.p.72). H.mrever, this very secrecy

of the Christians aroused the suspicion of the heathen. It 1s because
they d:l.-d things in private that false rumors were soon circulated
cmo;rning them. The Romans wickedly asserted that the Christians

had the heinous custom of slaying infants during the celebration of

the I.ord._s Suppar. Later, when the agape and the Eucharist were
divided and celebrated as two distinct acts of worship, the heathen

R

scoffers spread the same falsehood concerning the Agape. Moreover, 1,
they' even taught that after the Thyestean banquet of the Christians

there followed darkness, a dog being tied to a lamp and overturning

it in his attempts to reach bits of flesh and scraps offered him.

' _ Thereupon, they sald, followed incest and n.ameles horrors, Dre. )
Donaldson is of the opinion that the heathen idea of ascribing Thy-
estean orgies to the Christians resulted from the fact that they
were told the Christians partook of the blessed body and blood of our
Lord during the celebration of the Eucharist, .

The elements of the Lord's Supper were treated with the utmost
care. "If any drop from the chalice or crumb of coneecrated bread fadih
to the ground, it is a cause of great anxiety to usj Tertullian tells
the heathen world. (Tert. "On the Crowm",3).

An important part of the ceremony was the kiss of peace.
This pious service some would omit mrtly as savoring of ostentation,
partly as being imcompatible with the days of fasting. But the ¥ontanist
protests vigorouslys:"W~at prayer is complete if divorced from the _ )
holy kiss? who when offering service to the ILord 1s hindered by peaoef —
wvhat sacrifice at the dl tar is there from which one retired without
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the peace? whatever be the prayer, will it not be made.inore acceptable
by our offering the command that we are "noi_'. to appear unto men to
¥ £agt"? (Matt.6.16)e (Tert."On the Crown" 8).

’

The purpose of the Supper is shown us by the words of Cyprian

vhen he stat'esz“In which very sacrament our people are shown to be made

one, s0 that in like mamner, as many grains collected and ground, and

mixed together 1in one mass, make one bread; so in Christ, who is the
heavenly bread, we may know that there is one body, with which our
members are joined and united". (Cyprian,Epist.62). It is from this
very trath that we Christlians at the present day derive the word
"commumion",indicating the fellowship and"oneness"of 'the Christian body.
As sald before, the Euchaz:ist and the Agape were one single cele-
bration in the early church before the beginning of the third century.
’ In Tertullian‘_!s day they were divided. The Eucharist was celebrated in )
the morning (Terte. "The Chaplet",3 quoted above), whereas the Agape, -
the love-feast, derived from an ancient heathen form of banquet, was
held in the night time, 'I.'eri-:ull:l.an verifies this fact and gives
a complete description of the Agape in the following words:" Our
feast explains itself by its name. The Greeks call it "dilectio",
affection" s===<= As it 1s an act of mlig_i.ous service, it permits no
vileness of immodesty. The participants before -reclining, taste first
of prayer to God. As much is eaten as satisfies the cfavings of hunger;
as much is drunk as befits the chaste. They say that it is enough, as
those who remember that even during the night they have to worship
God; they talk as those who know that the Lord is one of thelr audi-
tors. After manual ablution and the bringing in of light, each is asked 3
to stand forth and sing, as he can, a hymn to God, either one from -
the Holy Seriptures, or one of his own composing, - a proof of the
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measure of drinking. As the feast commences with prayer, so with 7
prayer 1t 1s closed., We go from 1t, not like troops of mischief-doers,
nor bands of vagabonds, nor to break out in licentious acts, but to
have as much care of our modesty and chastity as 1f we had been at a
school of virtue rather than at a banquet." (Tert. Apol.39). In such
admirable words Tertullian defends the Christian practice of the
agaplal banquet against the heathen insults and mockery. Dr. Schaff
states that after the fourth century the Agape disappeared from
the rites of Christlan worship, In agreement with this passage from
the pen of ':"'ertullian , the Hastings Encyclopedia states:" We read here
of ppeliminary prayers, sitting at meat, handwashing, lighting of
lamps, psalms, and hymns, prayer and dismissal." (Hastings l.c.p.170,
Vol.1l)s The Agape,.then, 1s not the same as the Eucharist. These quo=-
tations show that it is something distinct.

The Celebration of the Eucharist:

Dr, Schaff correctly states
that we are not warrented in tracing the full liturgical service of
this period. There was a certain freedom and simplicity. In the "Di-
dache™ are the oldest Eucharistic prayers. Without a doubt, they
were in use in the days of Tertullian and Cyprian in North Africa.
In chapters nine and ten are listed the two prayers: 1) The thanks-
glving (Eucharist proper), commonly ending with the hymn of the
Cherubims, the trishagion, Isalah 6,3; 2) The pmayer of consecratlion
and the invocation of the Holy Spirit. A third prayer or series of
prayers was. in the form of intereessions for all classes of people.
Thelir length and order was not uniform. Schaff shows that the prayers
were read, not spoken. Just as the congregations of the Jews in the

synagogs and in the Temple responded to the minister with a loud
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Amen, so also the Christian assembly. "The "Sursum corda" also, as
an incitement to devotion, with the response, "Habemus ad Dominum",
wpears at least as early as Cyprian's time, who expressly alludes to
it, and in the ancient liturgies."(Schaff,l.c.p.238).

The elements, which were bread and wine, were placed in the hand,
not in the mouth, as 1s the custom in our Lutheran Church,. From
‘ertullian's remark:"We also take, in the congregation, before day-
break, and from the hand of none but the presidents, the saprament
of the Eucharist,"(Tert. The Chap.3), we infer that, whereas baptism
could have been administered by a laymen or sub-deacon, the Eucharist
could be distributed by the highest clergyman, or président,onlyo
Dr. Schaff points art that the Supper was celebrated "amid the singing
of psalms by the congregation (Psalm 34, with the words, "The bodﬁ of
Christ", "The blood of Christ", "The cup of 1life" to each of which
the congregation responded with the loud Amen. The whole cougregation
thus recelved the elements, standing in the act, Thanksglving and
benediction concluded the serwvice". ( Schaff,l.c.p.238-9). There

was no withholding of the wine from the lalty, as was before intimated.

At the first the elements were taken daily. "In the Church of North
Africa, the dally enjoyment of the communion continued to be held nec-
essary; since it was conaldered to be the daily bond of union &he
betwixt the Lord and the church, the dal ly means of strength, life,
and of salvation unto the Christians," (Neander,l.c.332). The Roman

Catholic Chruch today offers the bread to the communicants only. Neander

traces the origin of this false custom to the practice of the early

Christians at Carthage. He writes-: "Wwhen the daily service and celebra-
tion of the I.;rd's Supper ceased, the only means left was, to take home

a portion of the consecrated bread, which, in this case of necesslty,




was to be substituted for the whole communion -- the first trace of the
practice, introduced through error and abuse, of receiving the Lord's
Supper under one kind",(Neander,l.c.p.332). Dr. Schaff holds the same
viewe It is interesting to note that the “eformed Churches still main-
taln the old custom of standing during the celebration of the Eucharist.
The “atholics knelt some time later, and they were followed by the

Anglicans and Lutherans. The Preabyterians have the unique custom

of sitting during the Lord's Supper.

6) Holy Baptism.

Tertullian has written a special treatise on the doct-
tine of baptism. The 11asi::l.ngs Encyclopedia states that the Montanist
was written more on baptimm than any previous authority.

In the ancient church baptism was universally regnrded as a
sacrament of the new birth, of the regeneration of the soul. Saptism
meant generally the admission into the ancient Christian church. All
adults were previously instructed in the fundamentals of the church,

It was insisted, especilally by Iertullian, (De ﬁq.ptismo,la), that they
be able to ask for salvation before taking of it. It was absolutely
necessary that true repentance be found and conversion before one could
be baptized. "Tertullian evidently means (referring to De “aptismo 18),
that children should be led to Christ by instructing them in Christian-
ity; but that they should not receive baptlism until,atrter having been
sufilelently instructed, they are led from peraonal‘ emviction and

from personal choice, to seek for it with sincere longing of the heart....
It seems,in fact, according to the principles laid down by him, that he
could not conceive of any efficacy whatever residing in 'bapt:lin,

W thout the conscious participation and individual faith of the person

baptized."( Neander, l.c.p.312=-3)., Out of baptism, the new man was
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to come forth and arise to live unto grace. The effect of.bapt:lsm is
told by 4em%u Schaff when he writes:"When the soul comes to faith, and
becories transformed through regeneratinn by water and power from
abov_e, 1t discovers, after the vell of corruption is taken away, 1its
vhole light. it 1s necessary unto the fellewship of the Holy Shirit;
and the soul which unites itself to the Holy Spirit, is followed by
the body". (Schaff,l.c.p.253).

The water received 1ts consecrating powers from the hovering of
the Spirlit 1n the beginning of the world, according to ‘fertulli.an,
who writes:" All waters, therefore, in virtue of the pristine privilege
of their origin do, after invocation of God, attain the sanctifying
power of sanctification." (Tert. De Bapt.4). He continues by pointing
out that the Holy Spirit supervenes from heaven, as f‘e did in the beginn-
ing over the waters, glving them the power of esanctification. The
true lontanist gives the rather all'egorical 1nterpretation' of baptism
when he writes: "But we little fishes, after the exam/le of ous £X BTﬂ
Jesus Christ, are born in water, nor have we safety in any other way,
than by permanently abiding in water; o that most monstrous creature,
who had no right to teach even souid doctrine, lknew full well how to
kill the little fishes, by taking them from the water,."(Tert. De Baptel).
The word ZX#Y 5 was frequently in use by the early Christians,
It was an allegorical representation of Christ meaning "Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Savier". But more of this word later!

The baptism vow was one for life; it was not temporary. It
was very sacred to God. If 1t was broken a m st serious sin was
comiltted. Sincere repentance was needed to avoid eJ_r.communication.
More stress wns laid on this vow then than is today. The repentance

also had to be of a more tanglble and evident nature. (Cf. Tert. Baptk.lo)
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In his "De Poenitentia" :ertullian shows that baptlism 1s necessary
for sd vatlion. An exceptlion was made in the case of a martyrls death, |
which was regarded as a baptlism of blo~d.

Baptism w:s often called a mystery or a sacrament, "Hénce fer-
tullian frequently calls it "signaculum f4dei", the signatuvre of our
faith", (Bingham, "Chri:tian .ntiqultles",Vol.3,p. 407).

Baptlism was not to belgiven to the living for the dead., If\ fact,
the 1d-a was fought by the North Afrlcan Church. '/rites Biggham:
"Pertullian brings the same charge against the llarcionites, comparing
thelr practice to the heathen lustrations for the dead upon the :alends
of tbruary.--- But, he tells them, "they did in wvaln alleée the gpostle's
authority for this practice, as 1f he had argved from 1t for the
truth and confirmati n of the rasurrection.” (Bingham,l.c.p.452).
Though Tertulllan speanks of a baptism for t-e dead, Bingham offers
th's solution:"Baptism for the dead 1s an ellliptlc~l expression
for "being baptised(for) unto the faith", or "bellef of the re: rrectinn
of the body". And so I think ‘ertullian is to be urderstood, when
he says, in oppositi-n to the error of the “arcionites, that "to be
baptized for the dead" is to be"baptized for the body", vhich is
declared to be dend “y baptism". (Bingham,l.c.p. 453-4).

The energumens, or persons pos:essed with an evil splrit, wvere
admlt-ed to baj tlism. Among other things Cyprian speaks of this
fact in his sixty-ninth letter, of which Bingham says:"From thls
discouree of Cyprian (Epist,69) we learn, that not only energumens,
in the tl e of extromlty, were admitted to baptismj; but that baptlsm
1s such cases, w's many times a pecullar benefit to them", (Bingham,
1.c.p.487). There werc those to whom baptism was refused, however.

They are listed by Bingham who writes:":t the t'me of Cyprianm, not only
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P' public ‘actors, but privite teachers and masters of this scandalous
art, were debarred the conmunion of ‘the church". (Bingham,l.c.p.492),

AR s o

S There were sponsors in those éays, as we have them now, ‘ertullimn
in his "De ”api:ismp“ chapter 18 refers to them, There we learn that
they were to answer in baptism all the ql.lestiona for the baptized one,
a:::;:d were to be the- guardians of the spiritual 1life of the hewly baptized

in the future.
"E[n. the early church baptism was sisually done by im ersi!.on. !

The entire body was dipped under water to represent tile death, burial , |
and resur:cction of._Christ. Thus &l so, our ovn dylng unto sins was re-
preesented., In writling agﬁnaﬁ the ilarcionites, ':'ert\ﬂlian states that
their baptism was in' ¢ nformity with. the true church, for it was done
by lrmersion in tha name »f the :_'"rinity. The c_lothea of the person ‘
baptized was doffed, Dut aspe;'s!.on or sprinkling was also allowed |
and regarded am a true and valid baptism, 'irites Cyprian:" If eny one
supposes that they have obtained nothing because they have heen meraly
ai:rinklad with the water of salvation, they rmst not be so decelved
themeelves, as to think that they ought therefore to be baptized over
agaln, in case they recover from thelr sic/:kness. "(Cyprian, Eplst. 76G;.
"Some learned persons think that 'fertull ian alludes to the allowance
of sprinkling in extraordinary sasesjvhen speaking _of‘ men's predending
to be baptized without true repentance, he says:"No man would grant
such false peneterﬁ:s so much as one aspersion ot mtexf.'(Bingham,l.c.p.Go4
He continues to say:"They :ot only administer baptism by aspersien
Immersion under water, but also repeated this three times. Yertullian
' sp.aks of 1t as a ceremony generally used in his time: "Ve dip

not. onece, but three timé, at the naming of every person in the '_‘:i-inlty.“

(Binsha.l «C .p.605) @
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As 18 evident from his first Epistle, Cyprian regarded baptism as
a kind of exoroism 1n a strong form. He speaks of 1t as being able to
drive out the devil as also the “ed Sea drowned the Egyptians. By
baptisn, theﬁ. there was wrought a thorough change of character.

Infent Baptism: |

iertullian was the only opponent of infant
baptism among the church fathers, says Dr. Schaff (Vol.2,p.261). ,
- fertulllan contlinually advised, though he did not probibit, infant -

bnpt!.sm: lie writes:"According to the cirocumsteances and q&.spos!.t&pn;
and even age, of each individual, the delay of baptism is preferable;
principally in the case of 1little children."(Tert. on Bapt.18). He

.
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' goes on to show that infant baptism thrusts th: spnnsors into too

great dangers.- The one baptized may not remaln falthful or they them-

- selves may eventually fall to fulfill the pmmiaés they swore,

8ince he contended that baptlism washed one clean from the sins committed
before bep tism only, he recommended the posgponement of the ioramant.
8ins committed after baptism could be washed away only by renetentlal
sacrifiees, by good works, alms givings, and prayers. This thought

is especlally brought out in Lertulliesns "On Penance". In his t:-eatise
on baptism Tertullian tells the unmarried espeiea cspeclally that they
shnuld postpone baptism until the t'me when they think they will no
lolger be able to begome gullty of the seven mortal sins., That is

also his advise to the healthy children; but to the sickly child he
advises immediate baptism, since baptism was an indespenaable thing

for the forglveness of sins. The longer one postponed baptlsm the

more blessings one recelved from it when 1t was finally recelived.

As a rosult of this teaching many put off their bsptism unto their
death-bed. Constantine is sald to have done the latters
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-cyprian dlifered entirely from his liaster on th?:s score. :
It seems that ;_‘ertull:l.an had no lasting influemce in' the .i.nsil:t'er'of in-
fant baptism. In the days of 0m1an."bap¥1m was done on the second
end third day of the ciild. He writes to a fellow clergyman:" And
therefore, dearest brother, this was our opinion in council, that by
us no one ought to be hindered from baptism and from the grace of God,
vho is merciful and kind and loving to ;11; whiph, sinea- it 1s od-
served and maintained in respect of all, we think is even more ob-

served in respect of infants and newly-born from our help, and from
the divine mercy, that immediately, on the beginning of their birth,
lamenting and weeping, they do nothing else but entreat." (Cyprian,
Eplst.58). Schaff (1.cp.261) states that a councll in  arthage in
the year 253 decided for the earlier time for baptism, thought 1t

di1d not condcmn the delaye His 1d:a of the almost maglcal effect of
baptism together with its absolute necessity led him to hasten rather

' than bax;:l:lsm d'élay. ~Infants,. to Cypirian, were on a level 1n matters of
faith with adults. Ye expressly states that infants have the "same
equslity of the divine gift" as other people. (Cyprian, Epist. 58).

To Lertul: lan, on the etler hand, baptism was so sacred, that one
would rather shrink from receiving it; to Cyprian, on the-other, it
was 80 precious, that one should not loose a momen8s time in accepting

1ts blessings,

Heretical Baptlsmg
In the third century, during the days of
Cyprian, heretical baptism was the subject of a vlolent controversy.

It £finally befame so strong, that 1t involved the authority of the
Roman See. The points of the dispute were two: The Romans charged that
the validity of baptism depended on the proper administratfon of the
same as instituted by Christ, The formula of baptism in the name of the
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Holy Trinity gave =11 validity to the act. The subjective character of.
the offlclating priest or person did not matter; his falth did not de=- 3
tract from the efrect of baptism. Cyprian, howeverp was strongly oprosed
to this 1dea .,of heretical baptism. ﬁe called 1t a mock-haptism, and
demanded all those who came into his fold to be rebaptized, or,

rather, to be baptized, for he did not wish to use the .tern"re-

baptize”. lle consistently pointed out sn inconsistency in the aggu-

ment of the Koman bishop Stephen on heretical baptism. ile s tated that
if heretical baptlsm po=s.essed an dbjective validity, then the confirma-
tion of the same must hawe objective validity. Of the seventh council 9

held at Yarthage under his jbishopri(;'}‘

ho writes:" According to ewan=-
gelical and a'pos tolic testimony, heretics, who are called adversaries,
of nrist and Antichrists, vhen they come to the church, must be baptized
with the one baptism of the church, that they my' be mad: of adversariles,
.rr!.ends, and of Antlchrists, christianl.“ This 1s the view of Cyprian,
and is agpped to by the 87 hishops who assembled with him in 258.
.The heretics cannot have the trau baptism, "since we and the herctics
hnve not one God, noh one Lord, nok one church, nor one falth, nor
even one spirit, nor one bodyj) (Cyprian, Epist.74). “e continues to _
s;low that there is nbsolutely nothing in common with: the true church
and the hewetics; therefore, thelr baptism is invalld. In the same '
chapter ‘v read:"leretics cannot have the true Christ. If not true 3
Christ, then also not God and the Holy Ghost. They are against the
falth of Christ. == An heretics may nos lawfully ordaln nor lay on hands,
85 neither may be baptize, nor do anything holily or spiritually, since
he 1s an alien from spiritual and deifying sanctity."

‘_“aptism, then 1s valid when administered in the true cmrch only.

By true church eon:ection Cyprian meant "the subjective con:ectlon with
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the true chu ch by falth and the disposition of the heart".(Neander,l.c.
p. 322). Neander continues to point out that cspr!.an took it for granted
that the officlating priest himself, by virtus of his faith, must be

an organ of the Holy Spirit, and enabled by the magical influence of
his pgj.astly office, duly to perform the priestly acts, to communicate

for example, to the water, 1ts spiritual, sanctifying power, But,
tho"queution arises, who 1s to look into the heart of the officilating
priest and know or a scertaln whether he is a true believer?

Dr. Schaff glves the right reason for the stand taken by Cyprian
aganist the Roman See;He writes: "His position here was due to his high-
clmrchly exclusiveness and his horror of schimm. As the one catholle
cmrch 1s the sole depository of all grace, the:re can be no forglveness
of sins, no regeneratinn or commmnication of the Spirit; no salvation, _
and, therefore, no valid ‘sacraments oub of her bosom." (Schaff,l.c.p.asz).:
By"catholic ¢ urch", it rust be remembered, Cyprian did not z'e;rer to
the Roman éatholie Church as such, but to the Christian church in ge eral,

Pope Stephen, 253-257, stood for the oprosite ground on the tral
dition of custom and led the attack against Cyprian on the foman side.
0f him Dr, Schaff well says:"lle offered no argument, but he spoke with
the conscicusness of authority, and followed a catholic instinct".
(Schaff,l.c.p.263). g Stephen:s letters are no longer extant. Yle must
learn of this position from the writings of Cyprian and his ¢ ntempor-
aries,It 1s apparent that he contended for the valldity of baptism
alone dependent upon the institution words of Christ. The officlating
priest snd his own subjective falth did not come into consideration,

Of him Cyprian writes:"™ Why has the bitLer obstinacy of ~ur brother
- Stephen broken forth to such an extant, as to cntend that sons are

born to %od from the baptism of “arcion; moreover, of Valentinus and

m—— L
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Apelles, and of othere who blaspheme against God the ¥atherj and to
say that remission 1s granted in the name of Jesus Christ vhere blasphemy

.
|

" 1s uttered against the “ather and against Christ the Lord God" (Cypriam,

Epist. 73,7). 'Though Cyprian wa: il.trongly oprosed to this view of
s1:ephen:.s » and even considered his opponents as ‘followerers of the
Antichrist or hetrayers of Christ, he kept up the elosest fellowship
with Stephen. He begarded their stand as a great mlstake, 'but did not
think i1t proper fo separate on that account; sching was a hor:-ible
i;hought to him, The result of 1t all was the suppression of Cyprian's
stand after 100 years when another African Council accepted formally
that stand of the Roman ciurch.

The uniqueness of the controversy is invoived in the faé¢t that

the lorth African 6hurch forbade even the baptism of schismatics, be-

sides that of hecretics. iiaterman says of this:" Doubtless they got =me

support from ﬁhe conﬁ;.sion in the use of the words "heresy" ahd
"heretic", which meant " sect" and "settarian" in the early church", L

("aterman,l.c.p.405-6). '‘he correct stand, the Biblical teaching and - -

the teaching, therefore, of our Lutheran Church,is this: Ve accept the 'f

baptism ofall demoninations or persons who have the true bellef in the. -
Holy Trinity,i.e., vho teachithe Pather, Son, and Ho1y Ghost as one 3 1

!

Holy God, but three distinet Persons. Those who teach other*'fhan this
have no va].:l& 'baptism. Cyprian was correct in re jecting the baptism of
the “arcionites and _'_alent:lnians ete., for they did not accpet the
delty of Christ, nor had thejthe correct doctrine of the Holy Sririt.
Rome was too liberal in her views, In the Christian church on earth _
there 1s only one baptism as Cyprian rightly shows:"There is one baptism,
vhich 1s’' appointed in the catholic church, and that by this those are

not repaptized, but baptized by us, who at any time come from the

L
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adulterous and unhallowed water to be washed and sanctified by the truth |
of the saving water." (Gyprian,Epist.'?B,l\L\The great student of ert-
ullian grolwu. quite oratorical in his contest with Stephen, stating:

"Joes he glve glory to Yod, who com unicates with the baptism of Ear-
clon? Does he give glory to Yod who judges that remission of si.n.s is
granted among those who blaspheme ‘God? Does he give glory to Yod vho

affirms that sons are born to Uod without of an adulterer and an harlot?

Does he give glory to Yod who does not hold the untty and the truth

that aross from the divine law, 'm_it maintains heresles against the church?

= If glory is thus gﬁ.ven to God, if the fear -nd the discipline of

God 1s thus preserved by ourselves up to captivity, laf us deliver to

the devil the ordination of the gospel, the agbintment of Christ,

thé majesty of Christ; let tﬁe sacramenfs of the dlvine wartare be

| loosed; let the standards of the heavenly éamﬁs be betrayed; and 1t the

church succumb and yleld to hereties, light to darimess, faith to

perfidy, hope toddespalr, rcason to error, imrortality to death, love

to hatred, truth to falsehood, Christ to Antichrist."(Cyp. Episte 73).
Women were not permitted to baptize, according to Tertullim,

who writes:"It 1s not permitted unto women to sepak in the church, and

80 neither to teéachy not to baptize, nor to celebrate the Eucharist,

nor to wlaim for themselves the performance of any man's duties, far

less sacredotal functions., (Tert. "On the Veil. of Virg". from Don-

aldﬂon’l oC .p.63) ®

The 1on of Baptlsms
Hetonrabion n general the early clmrch universally

followed the rule of Christ 1n baptizing in the nsme of the *rinity
with running water. We read in the Didaches"Concerning baptism, baptize

thus: Having first rehearded all these things, "baptize in the name of
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the Yather and of the Son, and of the Holy %host", in running water;

2. But 1f tho: hast no running water, and 1f thou canst not in cold,
then in warm.3. But 1f thou hast neither, pour water three times on the
head "in the Yame of the "fathar, Son, and Holy Ghost." ( The Didache,
Lake Edition, Vol.2,pp.319=-321). The usual procedure of the baptized

was as follows: There was first of all an exhortation to prayer, fast-
ing, the repentance of past sins, and an admonition for a righteous

~ 11fe. Then the person was led to the place of water (later a font for
this very parpose) and reseived a waterbath, being tlms rogenerated

in the name of the _noly Trinity, Thus also the baptized bocame
partakers of the forglveness of sihs.'ﬁefore the acutal baptism, the caﬁ-
didate was ashed to remounce the devil and the pomp of his angels, to
glve himself wholly to God, and to confess the Trinity. A e‘ateehet!.oal
instruction during the age of Tertulllan of perhaps two years of

more preceded the act of baptism. Undecr Cyprian, vho intdprdiiced

Infant baptism agaim, of curse, this was impossible, Tertullian

bears wikness to this fact when he tritess:"When entering the water, we
make pz-ofessi‘on of the Christisn faith in the words of its rule: we
bear public testimony that we have renounced the devil, his pomp, and
his angels." (Tert. On the Shows, 4). .

The confessi-n of the ‘rinity by the baptised one is followed by
an appropriate prayer of the minister or pres'dent. Then the candidate
fas baptized In three suc-essive immersions in which the deacons and
deaconesses asslsted. "The imiersion consisted of thrice dipping the
head of the candidate who stood hude in the water". [Schaffl.c.p.248).
In the Nlcene age the baptistries of the various churches were bullt
for imrersion. The oriental churches all adhere to this custom.

The Didache allows pouring in case of a water scarcity only; i-mersion
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B was the common thinge Various pioctires in the catacombs of ‘Eome whow
a clergyman performing bartlism by pouring water on the head of the can-
didate. Schaf. thinks that these plctures date from approximately the
second -century., The trine immerslon is .also referred to by gertullian
in his "De Corona",3,6¢,.

igny minor usgges were also in ¥ already at this early age.
There was the singing of the cross over the forehead and the beeast
of the baptized in token that he was redeemed by Christ the crudifiedp

milk and honey was glven as-a sign of sonship with God; and an undion
vwas given the baptized member ilmmediately after coming from the water,
Tertullian records these usages in his church with the words:"™ Not that
in the water we obtain the Holy Spi#it, but in the water,(under the
witness of) the angel, we are cleamsed and prepared for the Holy “host.
) In this case also a :type has precededs ===- After thls when we have
issued from the font, we are thoroughly anointed with the blesscd
unction,-=--a practice derived from the old discipline, wherein on
entering the priesthood, men were wont to be anointed with oil from a
horn, even since Aaron wa. _anointed by ane; === Thus too in our case,
the unction ruhs carnally (that 1s, on the body), but profits spirite
ually. In the next place, the hand is laid on us, invoking and in-

viting the Haly Spirit through benediction. Then ober our cleamsed amtlm“_t "

blessed bodies willingly descends from the Bather that Holiest Spirit. -'37}‘)
The anclent ritualists, Bingham shows, speak of an unction before

baptism, used by way of preparati-n for baptism. But there 1s no men-

tion of such an unction in :ertullinn in spite of "De faptismo"'l. "Though

Yertilitan speaks of an unction amon}the ceremonies of baptism, yet, as

Ea:llle rightly observes, " it was not this unction preceding baptism,

but the unction which. followed after it in confirmati-n, accompanied with
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the Imposition of hands, vhich belongs to another subject.," (Bingham,l.c.
pp.572-3) . -‘He adds: "Whence I think ‘.'a:!.l,le;s conjecture very ju-t and |
reasonable, that the unctlon preceding baptism, 1s of a later date, and
was not as yet adopted among the ceremonies of baptism at the time of
iertulli.an e (Bingham,l.c.p.573)s After the unction te whije robe

or chrisom, was thrown over the body. This was a token that the new

church member has been thoroughly washed of his sins.
' Schaff indicates that after the council of arthage in the year
256 exorclsm was a regular part of the baptismal ceremony. iy alwvays
preceded the immersion. It would seem that it was repeated during the
preliminary catechetical instructions. Thls custom originated because
of the surroundings. The people in those days had vivid ldeas of the
evil spirits and of the devil. "These demons, as wo may infer from
passages in Justin, Hinuclus-¥ellx, Terh:ll:lan, and others, were be-
lieved to traverse the air, to wander over the earbth, to decelve
and torment the race, to take po_ssess!.on of men, to encourage sacrifices,
to lurk in statues, to epeak through oracles, to direct the flights of
birds, to work the 1llusions of enchantments, of necromancy, to delude,
to inclte persecution against Christianity, and, infact, to sustain the
whole fabriec of heathenism with all its errok and vices. But even
these evil spirits were subject to the powerful name of Jesus. Tert-
ulllan openly challenges the pagan adversarles to br'rg demoniacs
before the tribunals, and aff{irms that the spirits which possessed
them, wonld bear wltness to the truth of Chris tianity."(Schali,1.c.P«252).
Baptism could be sdministered at any time, but preferably at
Eaater and during the fentecost season (from Raster to -Eentecost).
Vrites the lMontanist:"Every day is the Lord's: every hour, every time,
1s apt for baptism., If there 1s a differency in the solomnity, dis-
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P tinotlim. there is none in graoo" He previously states the Eutor and
Pentecost are the preferred aenon-. Epiphany el so was a .special

: time for the performance of baptism. For a week after the ceremony the

| new converts wore white garments in token of their pmrity. This custom

is still carriled out in the case of girls on their ¢ nfirmation day

who wear white dresses in token of their forgiveness through the

Lord}s Supper then received for the first time,

'i_) The Doctrine of Goodl Works.
The North African cm:-oh gegérally belleved
that God was a r -warded o# all merit. God accepted good works, and He
therefore also rewarded them. A good deed had God as ;ts debtor, Thus
Cyprian:" How more ooﬁld He stimumate the works of our righteousness ard
; mercy; thean by saying that wvhatever is given to the needy and poor
1s given to Himself, and by daying that He 1s aggrieved unless the needy
and poor by suppl!.ed? So that he who in the churoh is not movad by
conaiderat:lon for his brother, may yet be moved by contemplation of
Christ", True it 1is, all service to God 1s meretorious, but, Franks
obsoi'vas, " in a stricter sense only non-obligatory works are meretorious.
God has ordained a sphere of liberty( licentia), in order to give an
opporfunity for such superergatory works., To this class belong patience,
acts of voluntary penance, above all, _rgating, virginity, and martyidom.
Al) of these *ertullian mentions in his "mn “:asting", "0n Honogemy",
and "To the liartyrs", His successor Cyprian writes:"The Lord cormands
and pre seribes nothing more §r-fuently than that we should dcvote
purselves to almsgiving, and not depend on earthly rossesslons, but

) _rather lay up heavenly treasures." (Cyprian,Bpiséy "On Works and
Alms,7), The blshop lived up tb this eommand when he became a Chris tian

by selling his property and giving the money to the needy. He adds in




Frankss"But '_!fértullian says:" Let 1t suffice the martyr to have clean=

the same chapter: "In fine, .“e calls those the children of Abraham whom
e sees to be laborious and nourishing the poor.”

Good works could never atone for the sins of others. Shjss

sed hls own sins === Who hns paild the debt of others by his own, except
the Son of God?" (Franks, l.C.pe. 105).
Franks then raises the interesting question: "Does iertullian

regard "poenitentia"(satisfactlo) primarlly as a meretorsous work
avalling to pay the debt of sin, or rather as the nature of punishment,
and a paylng in the way for sin? The view of Schultz is that "satisfac-

tio" 1s primarily to be regarded as a sub-sdpcies of merit. In the

first place he appeals to the use of the term in Roman Law, "Satisfactio]
1s here 1n the stricter sense that transaction by which one man meets
another otherwise than by "solvere", the legal claim of another,
especlally one that has arisen through damage done to him, Its sphere

1s that of obligationy, "satilsfactlo" the dlscharge of it by some

other method agrecable to the claimant. In this usage "satisfactlo"

has no in:er econ ection with the idea of punishment, but has af{inity
rather wlth "solvcre".--- In this sense, agaln, however, the word

has no inner co nection with"poena". lierits are supereragatory works,
which win reward from God. “here, however, a dbbt 1s occasioned

by a post-baptismal sin, they avall first to cancel the debt, and,

then, 1ﬁ there 1s any fxcess, to win reward. This view has been

wldely accepted, and 1s no doubt on the vhole correct." (Franks,l.c.p.l06).
Cyprian thus taught the necessity of good works vhen he wrote: "For

he labors thus because he belleves =-- because he knows that whatever 1is
foretold by God's word is true, and that the Holy Scripture camnot

11e -- that unfruitful, that 1s, unproductive men, are cut off, and cast
into the fire, but that the merscuful are called unto the kingdom,"
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(Cyprian, "On Works and Alms",7). Throughout their practical writings,
both fortulllan and Cyprian rouse their flock to acts of good works.
fnti.ng and almsgiving seem especlally to be advocated and performed.

8) f_egentanee.

The emotional element in i_ortullm is very promimmht,
He dwells on the necessity of true r:pentance especially in his ®De

Poeniteatia". Repentance without true amendment of one's ways in no .
sincere rel;entance. he holds, when stating:"But where there is no
fear, in like mammer there 1s no amendment; where there 1s no amendment, :?
regntance 1s necessarily vain; for it lacks the fruit of which Yod '
" sowed 1%, that 1s, man:s salvation." (Tert."on “epentance? 1).

Repo'ntance 1s good for all kinds of sins. In chapter four of the same
treatlse he says:"That rcepentance, o sinmer, do ywu so hasten to, as

a shipwrecked man, the protection of some plank", === For lndeed 1t is

not the fatt that it is good that binds us to obey, but the fact that

God has enjoined 1it",

In the North African Church prevaliled the pecullar teaching of
'oxemlogeaia" , a kind of penance in the extreme form. Tertulllan ex- .
plains:"Exemologesis is a discipline for man's prostration and humiliation
enjolning a deme nor calculated to move mercy". (Tert. On Rep. 9).

.ne cont'nues to show that it commands the penetent to lle in sackecloth
and ashes, to cover their bodies with mourning, to glve the body over

to groanings and weeping, and to make loud cries unto God.Zhese thinigs
were done to make the repentance greater and more sincere. So also
Cyprian who assertsas" Let us turn to the I.;rd w'th our whole hoart,

and, expressing our repentance for our sin and true grief, let us entreat
God's mercy. Yet our soul lie low before HLm. Let our mourning atone

to iim- ~== Lot us aprease liis wrath and indignati-n with fastings,
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with weeping, with mourning, as He Himself admonishes," (Cyprian, i
"on the “apsed",29)., Nevertheless, in spite bfi this teaching, there i

was a distinction made between the ourward form and the true diwine

forgiveness, the "opus operatum" and the true divine hand of grace. i

We glean this Information from the remark of '.l-.'ertullian: "The less quarter
you give yourself, the more (beléive me) God will give yuu". ( Tert.
On Rep. 9).

The sins which were coimitted after baptism were forgiven by these

acts of penance. VWirites Rinn:" Es sollte ums verdriesen zum zweiten

d
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Mal zu suendigen, aber night, zum zweiten kal Busse zu tun, Du wirst i

dich gegen den Herrn dankbar erweisen , wenn du das; was er dir
anbietet, nicht verschaemest. Du wirslt ihn beleidigen, abér was er

dir anbietet, das musst du nicht verschaemen, denn du kannst doch mit
ihm nicht ausge% werden, du hast einen, dem du Qenugtuung leisten
kannst, und der sie gern annimmt? (Rinn l.c.p. 56) (Frem durtl.

It 1s the opinion of most students of history that the later
doctrine of penance in the Roman Eatholic Church developed from the
emphasis on penance in the third century and thereafter. Tertullian is
the originator of the seven m-rtal sins which to this day are
mentioned in the creeds of the Roman Church. 'The seven which '_""ertullian
speaks of are:" Murder, idolatry, theft, apostas§y, blapphemy, fornicabhey-
tion, adultery}) 1f any one became gullty of these he ceased to be
a son of God, The Roman ~atholics have well developed they system of
penance with three distinct parts which they make, namely,"contritio",
"eonfessio", and "satisfactio"., How much simpler is the correct
Biblical and Lutheran stand which teaching asks for sorrow for one '_a
sin and faith in the stonement of Christ. Imther, who first recognlzed
the value of phllological study, rightly rendered META Vo it dz e .




with "Busse” (repentance), and not as Jerome, "Poenitentism agite,
1.0., "do penance", -

9) The Christian Church.

The North African Church correctly taught that
Christ 1s the Head of the church here on earth, just as Paul teaches,
Eph.1,223"And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to
be the Head over all things to the ;shtlroh“.

There 1s a passage; however, in Tertullian's "An Exhortation to
Chastity" which is much qioted and much misunderstord. It rcads:" But
where three are, there 1s a church, ﬁbe!.t they be 1ni.e.a" (laymen).
(Tert. An Exhort. to Chas. 7). Waterman holds that the liontanist
here taught that any three haymen haply met any place In the wide
world may admlniaj:er all the sacraz_nenta and gnjoy the full ris.hts of

an established local congregation, even excommnication, However, he

| acknowledges that thls teaching 1s unique in the theology of the first

three centuries. Ve deny that such 1s the stand of the North African
father. By his romark he merely intended to point out that in the
absence of the clergy, the laymen have the right to perform the
Christisn functions of the congregatlon, including the administra-

tion of the sacraments. He did not vd.sh to ascribe the full rights of
an organized congregation to three laymen whd are thrown together by
fortune, even thoughkthey be of the same falth, Such a teach'ng reminds
us of the incorrect doctrine advocated by the Wisconsin Synod, who hold
that laymen or a.ny group of Chris tians of our seme falth, if, say, met
on board a ship, may execute the full powers of a local congregation.
True it 1s, all Christians ar: ieymen- priests, as Tertullian sl ready
affirms, but i1f they would perform the functions of a recognized con-
gregation, they mvst be organiged as such. Two or three Chris tians
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may gather together for worship, and God \1111 be " in the midst of then » ‘
but that does not entitle them to the pri.v!.éﬂ.ges of an empowered church.
Such 18 also the essence of the remark:"Three women may calim the

Savior:a promlise when lawfully met together for social devotions, nob

can 1t be denled that they have a share in t'he priesthood of the

"peculiar people". So oo even of three plous chlldren. But 1s déps not
follow i:hat they are a church for all purposes,--preaching, énebrating
sacraments, ordaining,' and the like," (American Edition: of thaf'ﬁ’fcene |
Fathers,' Vol.3,p.58).In conformity with his remark in "De Exhortatione" i

'l'ertullian tauht the nniversnl prlesthood of all bellevers repeat dly
thr&xghout h_s writings.

" " Watermann points out that Cyprian 1s guilty of two radi€al
Borors on the doctrine 6..’. the churchs 1) The Christian church cannot
be divided. _He substantiates his claim by quoting Gyprian:s statement
Youtsidr the church the'e 1s no salvatio‘r:i';(ff%fw!t‘e it 1s, the bishop
of Carthage did make remarks like this and many to its effect, but,
it must be remembered, by the term church he did not mean the fomamn |
Catholic Church, but the Chris tian catholic church in genamal. “ater
the Roman Catholics took over this phrase as their own and to this -
day, referring to thelr own organized church body, teach Textra
ecclesiam nulla salus", The Christian church as such may be dlvided,
though not advisedly, yet, 1'n fact. At the present day we have many
church bodies of different demoninations in the Christian church. Though
they do not dl1 have the full 1ight of the gospel, they are, at least
In dootrine, Christian., The second erroh a cribed to Cyprisn by Dr.
Vatermann 1involves the personal unworthiness of a minister vho des-
t’°§'; the divine effectual action of the priesthood. He writes:"Nor
does the Lord grant pmace to any through the prayers and supplicatio-ns

[
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to any one who has himself done violence to the Lord." (Viaterman,l.c.p.39:
our Lutheran doctrine maintains that the worthiness or unwor‘i:hineas
of the offlcliating m'nister does not effect the act he per'foms.

10) The li1llennium,

In the church in North Africa ther® was a belief,
as aleo in the ofher churches at the time, in the visible reign of
Christ in glory here on earth together with His risen saints for a
period of one thousand years, Dr. Schaff states:" Tertullian was an
enthusiastic chiiAst, and polnted no% only to the Apocalypse, but dso ‘
to the predictions of the lontanists". (Schaff,l.c.p.618). The lLiontanists
had the distinet doctrine that Christ'!s visible reign of glory here on |
earth, rnveiled to them through the power of the Holy UYhost, would

center about Pepuza in Phrygla, and not at Jerusalem. In spreading
thlis belief they ran into excesses and most fodlish deductions.

The African lontanist himself states:" Of the heavenly kingfiom this

1s the process. After 1ts thousand years are over, whthlin which period
is completed the r«s rrection of the salnts, who rise sooner or later
according to thelr deserts, there will ensue the dcstruction of the
world, and the conflagration of all things at the jJudgments we shall
then be changed in a moment to the substance of angels -- as so be
removed into that kingdom of heaven". (Tert. Adv. liarc.3,23). In the
same chapter he states that the riegn will be similar to"a heavenly
Jerusalem let down from heaven". Dr. Schaff states that Tertullien
discussed the subject at great length 1n a separate work "De Spe Fi-
dclium", but the writing 1s no longer extant, From his remarks on the
millennium it is apparent that ;_'"ertullian was a ppedchiliast. Those who
called themselves pre -chillasts bellieved that the resurrectién would
tave place before tho relgn of the thousadd years or at 1ts 'noeption,



11) The Intermediate State.

According to the doctrine of the liontan’ st
Tertullian, those who had beecn thoroughly cleansed by the bloody bap-
tism of martyrdom were ro be rasied immediately, if not to heaven, at

least to an exllated state of blessedness. All others were to pass thrmgh

_ an intermediate stage in order to be cleansed and freed from the _
stains which still remained cleaving to them. They, then, accofiding ‘
to the measure of their attalnments would sooner or latcr participate i
in the millennial reign of Christ here on earth and be taken later with
Him into heaven together with the mabtyrs. Thia thought 1s repeﬁ.tedly 1
advocated by the presbyter of Carthage, especially in his work "On the ‘
Resurrectim of the Flesh", chapter 43.

The following is in outline the scheme of the different states
of the dead in the after 1life as set forth by the Horth African fathers: |
1) Bades, or Abraham s bosom;2) Paradise which, though also in Hades, |
was In an upper region. It was a better stage of bliss than Bades. In 1t
the souls of the martyrs awalted tho resurrection morn. By the example
of Lazarus fertullian pbints out that the souls of the saved in indes
were unconsclous, The above locations are often interchanged by the

liontanist; 1t is often uncertain which location he refers to.

12) FuturePunishment.
Thet there is a hell, a place of eternal torment €ar

the wlcked, and a heaven, a place of everlasting life and bliss for the
ctrine firmly maintained by the

can
Christisn church. Everlasting punishment was taught by the Afri
"mhat last day of judgment, with its ever-
the nations, the theme of their

righteous bellevers, was always a do

athers for the unrighteous.
1alt1ng issues; that day unlooked for by

roducts
derision, when the world hoary with &go, end all its meny P
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shall be consumed in one gr at flame." (Tert. ‘On the Shows) 30).

Dr. Schaff indlcates that The Montanist teaches the same' doctrine in
his "Apology", chapter 45, and his "De “estimonium Animae", chapter 4.
Cyprian teaches that the fear of hell fire is the only ground for the
fear of death to any one, (Eplstle 8,2),

That there 1s an everlasting hell with a painful fire &8 the
correct Bibl'cal doctrine, as 1s seen from the descripti-n of ou.r
Lyrd ; lMatt. 24 end from that of Paul, F-Gees%las,

 For the damned, Tertulllan taught an eternal hell, or “shemna,
ns he terms it. T{1s was prepared.for the devil and the evil angelsj
the blessed llved eternally in the heaven of hoavens, where,in the
presence of %od, there was eternal hapriness,

13) Eontanism,

All the aseetlc, rigoristic, and chiliastic elements of
the anclent church combined in the system called liontanism, This new
doctrine had 1ts home in Asia iibnér. It was funded by a certain
Hontanms about the year 157. e was an unpolished priest of Cybele,
with no special talents of any kind, though he burned with a fanatical
zeal. ¢ thought that he was the inspired advocate of the Paraclete.
In the last times of distr ess, he thought, God was calling him to
reveal more of the @ivine will ef—Gedv With the death of Polycarp
under the Antonnines, two prophetes~es, Priscilla and Maximilla,
Join-d lgntanus, preaching the coming age of the Holy Spirit, and
the millennium at Pepuza, not Jerusalem, with the visible reign of
Christ. Pepuza was a small village in Phrygla. The followers of
liontanus called themselves the spiritual Christians in distinection
from the"psychicals" or psychic Christians. The new system cased the
first synods in the church during the apostolic age. Tt was cond.mmned
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as originating fro . the devil by the church of Asia lilnor soon after

it began to spread. Clement of Aléxandria was a famous opponent of
the new sect. False rumors were circulated about the three advocates
of dontanlsm. Immorallty and infant suiclde were two of the severe
charges brought against 1it,

liontanism found symphthy in North Afrlca "as the Punlc national

character leaned naturally towards gloomy and rigorous aXcerbity".
(Schaff.l.c.p.420). Its noblest defender and sonvert was Tertullian.
Some thlnk that he became acquailnted with thls new system of doctrine
and life while yet in Rome, The flery and rigoristic orator was
converted In the ycer 2C1 or 202, He bravely defended the prineciples
as set forth by li~ntanus, though he never formally seceded from
the catholiec church. "He was not excommmunicated". (Schaff,l.c.p.420).
At the time Tertulllan accepted the creed of iliontenfsm it was not a
departure from the falth, but a morbid overstralning of the practical
morality and discipline of the early church, In a word, 1t was a puri-
tanic oppositi~n to Gnosticism, then running ranpant in Asla lLiinor,
It was not a rival bii} a_cmtinuation of the catholic church in the
mind of ‘ertullisn. ihen he took over 1ts precepts iontanism was llttle
more then a name. The Dictionary of Christian Blography wel! states
that *ertullisn would have been a Hontanlst had no Lontanus ever lived.
Schaff adds here the interesting comment:"It 1s singular that Cyprian,
vho with his high-church tendencles and abhorrence of schism, was a dally
reader of Tertulllan, makes no alluslon to Hontanism." (Schaff,l.c.p.
420-1). Cyprian was ncver called a liontanist,

In doctrine, the liontanism of ‘ertullian agreed to all the
essential "loci" of the catholic church. Tertullian himself was thor-
oughly orthodox in thelight of the theology of his day. Though he diff-




ered on the doctrine of infant baptism, this was not as y:=t *ol'-

43 aocepted 1in the catholic church, Yet, the delay of baptism
pushed the reform of discipline and t a higher perfection and a
déeper understanding of the Bible, ?ﬁeﬂu igﬁxch Tertullisn had from

the Roman church wes. 7R, forced contimuance of miracles and miraculous

gifts of the apostolic church among its leaders, especially the con-
timuance of prophecy. But the catholic church mistrusted the prophecy
emanating from the transmarine church since "they proceeded not

-omreen me————_——— e e = 1 B R e

frm the regular clergy, but in great part £-om unsuthorized laymen
and fanatical women", as Dr. Schaff puts it. Tertulllen deviated from !
-the orthodfx church on the point of universal priesthood. The catho-

1i¢ church of his time taught the special preisthood of the leaders

only, He taught the millennium, the visible retl;nn and reign of

Christ for one thousand years, as was discussed before, The chief

sign of liontanism was its emphasis on a stern, rigérouu-liro. This : |
also was the strong point of ""ertullian, especially in his ilontanistie '
*pltings. He fought with all the might of his soul the looseness and
imorality of the heathen world. His principles often bordered on
asceticism. His "On the Apparel of Women"and "On lionogamy" bear out
this fact. At times he forbade things not evil in themselves.

This same movemsht has boen repeated In the history of the church.
We necd but think of the Donatists, with whom Augustine had to contcnd,
the Novatlanists, and the Anabaptists of England, of the Quakers,
the Pletists, and even the Methodists.

The followers of Tertullian's Hontanism were called "Tertullian-
1sts" 1n North Afrifia and are active until the sixth century, though
some scholars maintain that Montanism lasted 200 years dnly.




' 14) Heresies which Troubled the Chmrch of Tertullian and Cyprian.

It 1s almost impossible to ascertain the actual nmber of
heresies in the anclent world. They are found 1n practically every
part of the church, in Egypt, in Syria, in Asia lilnor, Gaul, and Home,
In Faance (Gaul) the herstics were fought by Irenaeus, in Africa by
Term.'.!.lian and Cyprian (principally the former), and later by
Augustine. The liontanist's books against larcion, against Valentimas,

and his famous "Prescription against the :oret!:e" deserve spealal
mention. These works were especlally useful in suppressing the inroads '
made upon the Christian chmch by the wvarious bodies of heretics, |
He writes of heresies in general:"™ Indeed heresels are lnstigated by ‘
philosophy. From this source come the aeons, and I lmow not what in-
ﬂ.ni‘te forms, and the trinity of man in the system of Valentinus,
vho was of Plato's school", (Tert. Presc. af. the Heret. 7). What
he says of liarcion 1s true of all the heretles in general. He scores ‘
the errors of the -Marc:‘u‘.on school thus:"Harcion openly and exprossly
used the knife, not the pen, since he made such an excision of the
Seriptires as sultecd his own subject-matter.=-- He took away nore and
added more, by removing the proper meaning of every partlcular word,
and adding fantastic arrangements of things +hich have no real ex-
istence", (Tert. Presc. ag. Heret. 38). Likewlse, he complains that
among the heretics i1t 1s doubtful who 1s a catechumen and who a full
"hbeliever". There was no "disciplina arcani” in the schools of the
horetles. Their members were considered perfect befo-e they were full-
fledged. In the true catholic church all new comers were well in-
y  8tructed in the fundamentals of the truth as contained in the 8 1le.
Ordinations, 1grtullian laments, were carelessly done among them.
One day a heretic was a olergyman, another in s-me secular employment.
Today one was a bishop or deacon, tomorrow another took his placel
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‘tleism, in &ssence a paganized Christianity. It 1s an attempt to under-

In his work "Against all Heresies" Tertullien mentions sundry
hor&_slos which had some bearing on the church of his time, We shall
in the following give a resume of the chief heresies and their par=
ticular schools which affected the Nobth African Church in the third

centurye.
Gnosticisms

CxF T IR TS AN S

The Judalsm of the Ebionites was defeated in the apos-
tolic age. Far more wide-spread than this first of bemesies was Ynos-

stand the doetrine of Christianity through the powers of reason with
an admixture of philosophic speculations, Perhaps this was one of the
strongest and bii:erest heresies with which tle Chris fian church

had to fight. But in spite of flerce opposition within and without,
the church grew. Opposition made 1ts rampartas strong.

True "gnosis", a Yreek word meaning "knowledge", is used in the
New Testament in a good sense. It designates the true lmowledge of God.
But by this new system of doctrine it 1s used in an evil sense,
since 1t ciai;ns to set up Imowledge above falth allone. Even the
let ters of Papl use thls word in that sense, I Cor.8,1 and I Tim.6,20.
This false wisdom, pride, is referred to when speaking of the "gnosls"
of the Gnostics. The system arose in the days of Paul, as is evident
from his later Epilstles, and prevailed in the Christian church and out
of 1t for centurles. Its chief claims were higher knowledge and the
expansion of explanati-m of Christienity. In its vagaries and spec-
ulations it included Christianity, though it manifested a contempt for
the lower Christiams. They were the real spirituals of the church.
Says the Concordia cyeloped!.az"ﬂnosﬁciam is the most stupendous and the
most fantastic form of religioms syncretism known to history. Oriental
mysticism and “reek philosophy, Buddhistic nihilism and Fiatonic idealism,




)  Zoroastrianiem dualism and AlexandrianiJudaism, Babylenian commology and
Yreck mythology, and othere elements together with Christian ideas _
are tl:!own into the cruclble and, as 1t were,; chemically compounded,”
(Concordia Cyclopddia, p.291).

Gnostie.ism had various problems to solve, such as the nature of
the Beity, the antlithesis between God and matter, the creation of the
material world, the 61-13111 of evil,etc. Theeo were many systems of
nostiolsm. PThe salient features of them all will be treated onlye.
Common in all the ‘Ynostic systems im the eternal oppositi:n or hatred
between God and matter. The Demiurge, or the Creator, was an inferior
'“e!.ty. and Christ was never man, but merely seems to be such.

To them God was a pure abstraction, ineffable and incorprehensible.
Pom him enamate divine peseniieies votmncies,called aeons, such
as mind, reason, wisdom, truth, which in their turn beget other aeonsa.

The aeons combined constituted the"Pleroma" or the ideal world of 1light. |
‘The "Pleroma" was op osed to the "Kenoma", the Vold, the everlasting, ]
unoréan.tzed matter or material world., The latter w-:s considered as
eternally evil and thus opposed to the"FPleroma"and God, A myth was
resorted to, to bridge the gulf between the two. "Sophia®, or wlsdom,
one of the lowest aeons, penotrated the veil of the First “ause and
tali as a spark of light into the outer chaos. This union gave birth
to the Demiurge, who, in turn, transformed the chaos into the material
and organized world, The Demiurge, which was ignorant of the "Pleroma®”,
thought herself the Supreme Being, and it 1s thus identified with the
'feﬂovah of the 01d Yestament. Redemption consist in restoring agaln

, . the cosmic harmony disturbed by the apostasy of "Sopihia”. That is
asccomplished by Christ, the mnst perfect aeon, vwho aprears in the sem-
blance of a human being, since he can have no actusl contant wlth matter.




) Christ is our Savior in that He teaches msn the true Grostic wisdom.
| This"wisdom" the true spiritusls alone can receive, The "psychicals"
cannot rise to the heights of the "spirituals" and must content them-
selves with faith, while the "hylics" are slaves of matter and associates
of Satan doomed to final destruction at the end of time,
lHarcion and his School:

iarclon, a son of the bishop of Pontus,
was the most dangerous of the Gdustlcs, He was of a rough and

ccentric character. Because of his hcretical teachings, Tertulllan says
of his birthplace:"Hothing,however, in Pontus 1s so barbarous and sad
as the fact that ldarcion wns born ‘thers, fouler than any Scythian, :
more roving thah the wagon-1ife of the Samaritan,=== colder than its ;
winter, more brittle than 1lts 1ce, more deceltIul than the Ister,
) more crag:y than the Caueasus, --- Hareion 1s more savage than the wild
beasts of the barbarous regilon.-- Verily, O Euxine, thou hast produced
a monster nore credible to philosbhy than to Christianity".(Tert.
AW, liarc,I,1). )
liarcion rejecte! the paganizing and mythologlcal elements of the
other Gnostics, but he roughly fought the new revelations of Christianity.
They stood opposed, he said, to the other rcvelaticns of the 0ld iea-
tamentjthe old and the new covenants. werc irreconcilable. Hs fanati-
cal zeal led to a phantom-like regard of Christisnity. In his travels
e spread his false notlons and galned many converts. Tertullian _
reports that he aprlied for commnion to the catholie church befo:re his
death, but he dled before thls cmld be prrformed, He was excorm-
unicated repeatedly from the true church. Dr. Schaff gives a sumary
of liarcton's doctrine in the following:"liarcion s:pposed two oz; three
primal forces (’.n(x.u )y the good of a gracims God (bhbs Hpebss ),
whom Christ first mad: kmown; the evil matter (u?n( ), ruled by the devil,
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to which heathenlism belongs; and the righteous world-maker (Sumu”us
§laeg ), who 1s the finite, lmperfect, angry Yehnvah of the Jews".
(Schafi,l.0.p.484),

In his atiempt to reconclle t God of the 0l1ld ge-tament wvhom
he cmsidered tooharsé, Yo 4’3 ?ﬁl the books of the 0ld @estamant.
If there were passages which Ald not £it into his system he distorted

them untll they did! Hatt.5,17 he intrepreted:"I am come not to ful-
£111 ths law and the prophets, but to desproy them"! By way of i
accomoda*ion he called himself the “essiah. The Hew '_xeatnmentg'-‘.mam seem
to fulfill the Y1d are all illdsions. is a rosult, he formed a cunon

of his owm. :ﬁe accepted only 11 Yooks of the iiew '_*.eatament, an

abNrdged account of Luke and tqn of Paul's Eplstles., However, he taught
a strict ascetic dlscipline. Schaff shows that this system of doct®lne
spreak to Italy, Egypt, lorth Airica, Cyprus, Syrla, and Asia “inor,
Ills chlef representatives were Fropo, Iumcmnus, and Apelles. Hemnants

of his teachlngs remained until the tenth cnetury.

Valentinus:

The system of Valentinus was bhe best inown and the most

influential of the Gnostic systems. Yalentinus founded a large school
and spread his false notions especially 1n the western church, He
lived sbout tha year 150, Some think that he was rart Jew and part
Egyptian., "Tertulllan reperts that, perhaps f£:rom his own conjecture,
he broke with the orthodox church from disappointed azbltion,
not beilng made a blshop". (Schafi,l.c.p«473). le was the first of the
Gnostics to teach in Rome. He was exe .imnlcated and died about 160.

The principles of his theology werc founded on orlental mysticlsm,
Greek philosophy, and Christian truthe. These he jugsled together, placed
them in a boiling caldron, and molded his peculiar aystem of doctrine.
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lig Imew his Bible facts well, and was thus the more able to com=

bat and destroy them with his inventions. In his exe:;e sls he combinad
mythology and panthelsm. Hls creatlion sbdry is highly mythological.

The fact thet Biblical terms occur in it makes it weird. The fall

of man and the rcdemptlon of Christ take place £rst in heaven and later
here on earth, according to his "Bible". Io personifies the terms
Logos, Wisdom, Abyss, Truth, Church etc. In Christ, he held, there

are three redeening persons, Later he divided them into two branches. i
His system was headed by Heracleon, Ptolomy, liarcos, Bardesanes, and |
Harnonlus, -|

Apelless ‘ :
Apelles bagan as an ardent disciple of ilarcion. lamter he 3

broke away and found d his own school. Tertullian makes several allu=-
sions to his teachlings in his "Against karcion" and "Against ell
Heresies"., e did not regard the Demiurge as the true God but merely
as an apgel of superior rank. Tortulllan exposes him .and ridlcules
hls teachings mercilessly.

Hermog‘enes H

This heretic was a painter, no doubt of ldols,
and lived in Carthage. It appears he lived at the time of tertullian,
lg at the first interested himself in metaphysicel queséicns. He

- held,later in his system, that God and matter werc opposed to each

other. Both are eternal. ilis heresy is eapec:l.allla inown as the African,
fortullian was sble to attack it at close quarters. The “ontanist
was fearless Iin his face to face battle with his nelghbor heretic.

Praxeas: -
Prazeas suffered imprisonment in Asia iinor for his falth,

In the days of Pope Victor he came to Rome in order to condemn iiontan®isme

He was successful in obtalning its formal condemnation, but at the same




time he spread another herfsy of his own, He held thet the unity of
God was so close that the ‘:ather and the Son were one; he denied in
essence the three persons of the Trinity. Sebelllus 1-3. the best-known
of his disclples. He became the leadcr of bebolllanim:hlater years.

Besides the actual errors of these various men, ‘erturl lan 1is
oconstantly refuting the false nctions of men in regard to baptism, the
soul, the Person of Christ, and Christlan morality,

ITI. ORGANIZATION AND DISCIPLINE.

1) Church Governmente.
Though the actual governing of the church in this

early age was comparatively sﬂ_.mple » 1t was, nevertheless, efficient
and thoroughly Christian. Where each had learned hils lesson well and
wvhere God was feared by all, the mechanlsm of the congregational
affairs ran smoothly, Tertulllan gives us a fine description of the
government of his church in his "Apology", stating at some length:
e are a body knit together as such by a common religious profession,
by vhity of disclipline and by the bond of the cormon hope. Yle meet
together as an as se’ﬁgﬁy and congregation, that,offering up prayer to
God as if with usited forece, we may wrestle with Him in our umiyed
suprllcations. This violence God delights in. Vie pray,too, for the
emperors, for theil mislsters and for all in authority, for the
welfare of the world, for the prevalence of peace, for the delay of
the final consum ation. Wle assemble to read our sacred vritings, i
any pecularities of the times makes elther forewarning or reminiscence

necessary. Howcver, it be in that respect, with the sacred words we
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nourish our faith, wo animate our hope, we make our confidence more
stedfast; and no less hy incalcations of God's precepts we confirm

good habitse, In the same place also exhortations are made, rebukes and
sacred censures are administerd. For with a gr.at gravity is the work
of judging carrled on among us, as befikts those who feel assured that
they are in the sight of Uod; and yon have the most notable example

of judgment when any one has sinned so griewously as to require his
severance fro: us in prayer, In the congregatim and in all sacred in-
tercourse, The tried uien of our eldcrs presid: over us, obtaining that
honor not by purcnase, but by established character. Thers is no buying
amd selling of any sort in the things of God, Though we have our
treasure chest, :!.t' is not mads up of rurchase-money, as of a reli-

glon that has 1ts price. On the monthly day, if he likes, each puts

! in a small donation; but only if it be hls pleasure, and only 1f he
be able; for there 1s no compllsion, all is mluntni-y} Those gifts are,
as 1t were, piéty's deposit fund. For they are not taken thensce and
spent on feasts, and drinking-bouts, and eating-houses, but to support
and bury poor people, to supply the wants and needs of destitnte boys,
and girls, and parents, and of old persons confined now to the hmsayg
80,t00, as have suffered shipwreck; and if there hap on to be any in
the mines, or banlshed to the islands, or shut up in the prisons,
for nothing ‘but their fidelity to the cause of God's church, they
become the nurslings of their confession.. (L. dful. A1),

2) The Clergy snd Lalty.
Pertullisn 1s the first in his day to give

b directly snd exrressly sacsrdotal claims to the ministry. At the same
tiie he s trongly upheldj the universal priesthood of all bellevers.
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The glorious truth set forth so clearly in I Pet.2,9 a;ﬂ nightlly
defended by our own Dr. Yialther, was also recognized by this early falth-
ful presbyter. He writea:"iAre not even we lalcs priests? It is writtens
"A kingdom also, end the prlests to God the Father, hath Ye made us."

It 1s the anthority of the church and the honor which has acquired
sanctlty through the joint session of the order vhich has established
the difference betw:en the Order and the laity. According, where there
1s no Jolnt session of the ecclesiastlcal order, you offer and baptize,
and a re priests alone for yourself." (Tert. Ex. to c.has. 7). Therein,
as 1t were, ‘ertullinn gives the full rights of the ministry to the laity.
The authority of men has made the distinction of the church omiers.
Tertullian, without a doubt, does not here with 1_:0 indicate that
he believes in a human arrangement of the ministry, that the clergy
i1s not of divline origin, but merely states in a strong way that 41
Christlans have the offlce of the keys, as was glven to Peter by our
I.,;rd. Cyprian gilves more honor and clalms to the ;ﬁ-ﬁﬂ‘éa than does
his .aster. lile offers all the privileges, duties, and rosponsibilities
in the crech to the Christian ministry which is of the Aaronic priest-
hood as arrsnged by God in the 0ld “estament and continued down through
the ages to thc tiime of the desgruction of the Temple of Herod.
He repeatedly refers to the clergy wlth the high title of “gsacerdotium" .
?-“Dur:lng the third century 1t became customary to -prly the term"priest”
directly and exclusiwely to the Christlan ministry, especlally the
biahops‘i.(Schaff,l.c +De126=7), Thus it came to have a different desig-
nation snd was distingulshed from the "laity". And "thus the term
"eclergy" vhich first signified the lot by which ofrlce was as signed
(Acts 1,17,25), then the office itself, then the persons holding that
" office, was transferred from the Christians generally to the ninisters
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exclusively".(Schaff ,1.0.p.127). Obvicusly the tern "laymen" 1s derived
fron the Greek word A 4¢$ » "plebs”, common people., In the third _
century they consisted of two classes: 1) The baptized and comnunicant
mombers; 2) The catechumens preparing for baptism and econfimmtion.

With the recognitios} of the clergy as a apéarate body and an
exalted class there were also movements to separate them from the soclal

relationships of the common people. Singlenes- of Jﬁéﬂiéo, though not

as yet deimanded, was wnreferred and advoctaed; 1t was considered :ore
chaste not to be marrlod. Cellbacy for the clergy w:'s enforced by the

Roman Yntholies later under 'ts more Influentie® popes. "Tertullian, |

‘Gregory of Hyssa, and other distingulshed church teachers lived In wed-

lock, though theoretlcally preferring the unmerried state".(Schaff,
1.Cep.128). 3ut mome of thls under the chapter of "larriage".
During the third century. the laymen had the right to teach
in the clurch meetings. "The fourth general council at G thage
(398) prohibited laymen from teaching in the presence of clorgymon
and vl thout their consent; implying, at the same tliie, that with

'such pormisslcn the thing could be done", (Schaff,l.c.p.l30)s Thon

too, we nay deduce fro: this fact that teaching by the laymen wrs deore
previously and without permission. Zven somo of the leadors o the
church were laymen in, perhaps, 2 highor sense. Tertullian, one of
its outatanding londepms, was a presbyter only.

As @ vhole, the lalty had no small volco Inlthe governing of the
church. If any sne was baptlzod he had a share in the rogulation of
the church afi'alrs. Writos G:;prinn:.‘..rﬁgi“hmatien of thls fact:"In
ordinations bf tho elergy, brcthren, o usually consult yu b:forehand,
and wel -h the character and doserts of individuals, with the general
adeloe".(Cyprian, Epist.32). If one was gullty of a grievous sin, he
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:' was relagated to the ranks of a penetent had déprived of suffrage.
The recognized lalty even had a woice in the cholce .of and rejection of
their clergymen, according to Cyprisn, who states:"The b*shop Cornelius
was ordained in the catholic church by the judgment of %od, and by
the suifrages of the clergy and peorle".(Cyp.Eplst.6).
Church Orders:

In the Apostolic Church the presbyters and the bishopd .

referred to by the sacred writers :ere on a level; there w:s no dis-

tinction made in the relation of their powers. The terms"bishop”
and"pre sbyter", and "elders" are used interchangeably, especially in
the first chapter of the LEpistle of Paul to Titus, However, after
the Apostolic Church underwent a change, we have: 1) A distinction
butween H1%:
i the laity; 3) A mltipllcation of church offices.

It 1s uncertain just how the change between the bishop and the
presbyter came sbout. Neander is of the opinion that it wrose out of the
pressure of the tlies. A bilshop was originslly a member in the collsge

and presbytersy 2) A distinctil n of the clorgy from

of presbyters; but for diséinction and honor he was elected as over-
seer. His character snd learning made him outstanding; therefore, 1.1’0
recelved an exalted position. At the close of thes econd centuby 41
Tertullian the names are used synom*nmsly? he calls all the pre-
siding offévers in the co :unity "Seniores", "tho elsewhere In the
writing s of this father the distinotion between clergy and presbyter
1s dready decidedly drawn. In many respedt, ertullian may be considered
as standing on the bovndary line of an old and new era in the Christian
church”, (Neander,1.c.p.192) . However, itmst be sald, and many acholars
agree, that the germs of the great distinction arefound in Tertuliian's
writings. He is inclined it times to make the distinction.
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Besides the dlstinctlon of the episcopate and the presbyterate,
there is also the dlaconate snd the readership. In his 64th Epistle
Cyprian puts the deasons under the bishops. Whereas the blshops were
chosen by God Himslef from the beginning of the omrch, the deacons
were chosen by the Apostles. Tertullian (Against the Heretics,41)
mentions the readers or the "lectores" whose duty it was to read the
Bidle to the assembled co:umnity. We f£ind at this early date no

reference to the acolytes, who walted on the Bluhopa while they were *
discharging thelr ofilclal duties; to the exorcistae, who prayed for
those who wore surposed to be possessed with an evil spirit; and to ?‘

the ostiary, or the janitors of the church, :
In the execution of the ministerial functions, the first three t;rdorf;
were chief, and were given the honor. ‘nly in their absence did the '
lalty have right of offering the sacraments and the 1116. VWirites ;_i'er-
tullisns"Sesides these, even laymen have the right (of baptizing);
for vhat 1s equally recelved, can be equally given.Unless bishops,
or priests, or deacons, be on the spot, other discipl s are called,
1.6., to the work",.(Tert. On apt.17). When :ertullian speaks of the
"prcsidents” of the church, he has reference to the bishops.
We know the -name of but two bishops during the time of Tertullilan.
Cyprian, however, mentions,some 87 at one comncil in 258, Pr. Don=-
aldson says of Tertullian's tls“ot the many Airican bishops who
mist have been Termllian;e contemporaries, the names of only two sur=
vive: viz. Optatus, who 1s mentioned In the Passion of S. Yerpetua,
amd Agrippirms, who is mentiomed by 5. “yprian as presiding over a
council of the African Church sbout the rebaptism of heretics "very
many years before his time". (Donaldson.l.c.p.62). The latter eipression
points back to the age of Tertullian undoubtedly.
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* 8) 3ymods,

The synods of the ehurch, of which we hear so mmch about
during the lifo-time of Cyprian, were ;pen to the public. The laity
which attended at times made its influence felt. For the great synod
on the "Lapsi®™ Cyprian convewed the clergy, the confessors, and the
laity in good standing. The syhods in his days were provincial;
they. were not confined to the single province of Africa or Proconsular
Afriva, as 1t was also called. |

'Ro infallibllity was ascribed to the decisions of the councils..

No universal val:l.ﬁity wis laild to their decisions., They were all moral
end personal in nature. "Even "ypr!.an emphaticall, states and asserts
absolute independence for each bishop in his own dlecese”(Schaff,l.c.p.178)
later, when the hierarchical spirit develOped, and the republicanism
of 1t all left, the people gpear in the synods as secratarles or d ele-
gates of blshops; they no longer have a share in the proceeding.

Dr. Neander has this fine comment on the provineial nature of
these early sﬁﬁé_z "7o the middle of the third centumy, the annual_
provineclal :_lynoﬁs appear to have been universal,-- 1f we may judge
from the fact,that, we f£ind them obserwed at the same timg in parts of
the ehureh so widely remote from each ether and Northern #frica and
vapradoola. These prclwincial synods nd.ght » beyond a doubt, have proved
eminently salutary in unfélding and pur!.fying the Christian amnd church
life, and indeed did prove so in may respects. In these com-on doliber-
atl ns,the views of difierent dememimatiems individuals might mtually.
correct each othe®s er-ors and supply each other's defects, wants, abuses_
and necessary reforms might be discussed more eas!.l; and under more
Aif erent points of view; end the commmnicated experiénce of each member
maie ava:l.la‘;:le_ to all.“(Heander,l;o.p.SOY). It 1s strange that Tert-
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ullisn nowhere speaks of a synod in N,yrthern Africa. _:r he did, he
is unclear in the matter. It seems, though, that they developed under
the leadership of Cyprian,

The relatliom of these synods to the Great Yemeral Councils
1s brought out by Dr, “arrison when he writes:" It was not yet .the
time for the great feneral Counils; ll:co was not comvened until nearly
70 years after Cyprian; _bntj'i:'ﬂ\e beginning of his episcopate he had
recognlged the full significance ~f the council, and so constantly had
he called his brethren of North Africa for decision and deliberation,
that the use of the council was virtually established on its proper

basis by his adm’nistration. Counails had always been an essential ele-
ment in the working of the church, but he first d-veloped their full
foectivenesa and infulence; and when the Universal Counell came,
the cmreh had already learﬁeq. (mainly from Cyprian) to »ecgnize
in them, the right and sufflclent means whereby the bishops, in their
several jurisdictions, we re enabled to be as they should be, Indepen=-
dent of one another, and yet the unity of the church, as one divine
whole be maintained b; the C:-uncil, the common volce of all." Gar-i-
son, "The History and leaching of the farly Church",p.90-91).

During the days of Cyprian the bishops customarily met once
a year to discuss clerical and congregational affairs, Wo have distinet
references to the councils held in the years 251, 262, 255, and 258.

4) Cyprianic Eplscopacys
As late as the third century the presbyters had

their own college of councellors by the dide of the bishops, They were
an Influentlal power: In matters of Importance the bishops had to con-
for with them. They, together with the blshops, constituted the highes
suthority in the church. A bishop even of Cyprian's power did not
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disregard the opinions and influence of the presbyters, " Vhen Cyprian
the bishop of ‘a rthage was separated fron his community by ~ls flight
from persecution, if he had business to transact rclating to the
interests of the church he im:ediately comrunicated it to his prebbyters
remaining behind in 4 rthage, and excused himself to them whenever he

was obliged to decide any matter without thelr assistance."” (Neander,l.c.

ps 192). In the ocourse of time the bishops, due largely to the influence
and anthority of Cyprian, gradually won a distinetion over that of the
presbyters. But it was a hard battle; the presbyters would not at first
yleld to the stronger rule of the bishops. "These struggles between the
presbyterial and the eplscopal systems belong among the most impo rtent
phenomena conneckxted with the prosess of the development of church
1ife in the third century". (Neander,l.c.p.192-=3).

It was Cyprian's strong teaching throughout his blshopriec that !
the office of t he bishop was a contimatlon of the apostleshlp created
by Christ, and that each bishop in his particular dlocese was an Inde-
pendent authority, responsible to no one but God, He writes to the
“Iapsi";"Our L,rd, whose precepts and admonitions we ought to observe,
describing the honor of a bishop and the order of His church, speaks
in the Gospel, and syas to foters"I say unto thee, Thou art Peter, and
upon this roek will I bulld my Ghurch; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail agalnst it. And £ will glve unto thee the lteys of the kingdom
of hemven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bornd in
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose o earth shall be loosed in
heaven,"(Matt.16,18,19), Thence, through the changes of tires and
successions, the ordering of the bishops snd the plan of the Church
flow onwards; so that the Church 1is founded upon the bishops, and
every aot of the Church is cntrolled by these same rulers." (CyP«Ep.26).
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Dr. Garrison 1s of the opinion thﬁt the succession of the bishops from
the Apostles was taught throughout the church at this time, It was not
an idca of Cyprian's only. He nssertss"An universal eplscopacy, handed
down from the Apostles, in which each bishop has an independent
authority, but under responsibility to God, and the volce of the church
as an organic whole expressed through its councils, was undoubtdly the
belief of Cyprian and the entlre catholic church of his age". (Garrison,
l.6.p.91). In his letter to Cornelius, Epistle 54, Cyprian shows

from numerous passages of the 0ld :estamont that the bishopric is

representative of the priesthood in ancient times and that 1t has

the power and authority which God first gave to Aaron and hls successors.
From the many examples of obedience to the priests in the 0ld “estament
Cyprian deduces that d1 heresies arise in the church at the present time
from the disobedlence of men to the bishops or priests now over the chmrch,
"For nelther hatdie heresies arisen , nor have schismaloriginated from

any other souvrce than from this, that God:s priest 1s to be ocbeyed;

nor do they consider that there 1s one person for the ti.-e'priest in

the church, and for the ti e judge in the stead of Christ; whonm,
1f,according to divine teaching, the whole fraternlty should obey,

no one would stir up anything against the college of priests; no

one, after the divine judgment, after the suffrage of the people,

after the consent of the co=bishops, would make himself a :Judge,

not now of the bishop, but of God." (Cyp.Epist.54). *t is also clear

from the fact thet Cyprian here sapaks of "co-bishops", that he teaches

a mitual ind:opendence among them. This same truth 1s directly taught

vhen he writes to Antonianus:"While the bond of ¢ ncerd remains, and the
undi vided Sacrament of the catholic church Wedures, every bihhp

bishop disposes and directs his own acts, and will have to give an

e
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account of his .purpoaes to the LYrd". (Cyp.Epist. 51). To God alone,
then, was the blshop responsible; there was no subserviency to a pope.
There was no bishop of bishops; they were co-equal, He himself proves
this fact when he says:"For nelther does any ome of us set himself up
as a bishop of bishops, nor by tyrannical terror does any comp&lm his
colleague to the necessity of obedlence; a‘nce every bishop, accord-
ing to the allowance of his liberty and power, has his own proper right
and judgment, amd can no more be judged by snother than he himself
can judge another."(Cyp. "Tﬁe Sev. Counc. of Car, under Cyp.",1).
One might call a men of the position and authority of Cyprian a
"primus Inter pares"; he was by no. means a pope In Horth Africal
The bishop in his own diocese was the indespendable bond of Christian
brotherhood, as t‘yp:t'!.an repeatedly stresses. The eplscopate, so to say,
wvas the cornerstone of the church ediface. Christ established 1t and
the entire untty of the church was dcpendent upon 1te

‘he ordinations of tne bishops was to take place in the presence
of all the bishops in the province and in public, byprian advises:
"For the proper celebration of ardinations all the neighboling bishops

‘of the same pravince should assemblo with that people for which a

pr:late is ordained. And the bishop should be chosen in the presence
of the ;people, who have most fully known the 1life of each one, and have
looked into the dolngs of each ocne as respects his habitual conduct”.
(Cyp. Epist.67). It is interesting to note from thls remark that
thon also it was taught that proper ordinations were to occur before
the ¢ ngregatl on to vhich one vas called and not in the presencelf
the church in -.=.!!.oh one was rcared, or, in the "home congregation"”,

In spite Ao.f this teaching, “yprian stood close to the presbyters

and d1d nothing without thelr advice, as was indicated before.
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) Sacerdotal 1sms
Tertullian was the first to assert sacerdotd eclaims

to the bishopric in any extent. But he always modified his remarks by
asserting the universal prieschood of all believers. In his "De Baptismo}
as was shown above, he clearly. taught that all laymen were priests. |
Cyprien made use of this fact. Je so to say, got the hint from Tert-
ul'ian and developed it. e mave it a new coloring and dressed ik in
a Jowish form. The terms "sacerdotium" and "sacerdot:11s" in reference
to ﬁhe clergy are rcpeatedly employed by him, His chlef argument is
based on passages from the 0ld :etament; but his exegesls of these

passages 1s that of the novice. His arguments are bedlide the point.
He speaks as though we Christians of the New Covenant are s ti1ll living .

under the old dispensation. Again and again - especlally in his 54th
3 Epistle = he stresses that the dutles and responsibilities of the Aaron-

lc priesthood ap:ilied alsof'the bishops of the Christian Ghurch. It

1s to be regretted that such a tendency is found in Cyprien. There 1s
nothing like 1t, asserts Dr. Garrison, since the beginning of Christian-
1ty. luch harm was done the church by this doctrine. *t later devel-
oped ‘nto the ioman Catholic doctrine of a sacrificial priesthood, a
priesthood that drinks the wine of the Eucharist for the peoplel

Though wé cannot dondone this error in the doctrine of Cyprian, it 1s
no doubt a"countable to his late conversion. True 1t 1s, there are weeds
and good herbs in the writings of the Yathers. it 1s for us to plek out
the herbs and leave the weeds. God has overruled all this for the good.
He has given us Luther and the Reformation whereby the primitive
doctrine of the church in all its glory was again brought to light.

We Lutherms strongly oprose the sacerdotal nature of our minlstry.
Christ has offered Himself as a sacrifice once for &l &n the oross,

_
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D  5) atholic Unity.

ll.ien grandually began to ascribe prominence to Home.
liost of the western churches r:garded Rome as their mother church. Though
Yarthege may have recelved the 1light of the gospel from the Christians
on the island of Cyrene, it looked up to Rome because of its close
proximity and prominence in the apostolie chwh._)‘l‘ea'tul‘.l.pin already

specks of the g'ory of Rome:"How happy is 1ts church on which the apostles "i
poured forth all thelr doctrine along with their blood! vhere Peter 1
endures a passim like his Lord's: where Paul wirs his crofly in a

death like John's! where the apostle was plunged first unhurt into |
burning o01l, and thence rem'tted to his island oxilel See vhat she

has loamned, what taught, what fellowship has had with even our churches

) in Africa", (Tert. Presc. of lioret. 36), Since men were in the hablt of
regarding Peter as the foundeld of the church at Rome - tradition had

i1t s0 = and, since Rome was the caplital of the world at the time,

the church gradually begsn to regard the "cathedra Petri" as represen-
tatlve of catholic unity and authority. It was the church; its

d'ctates werc supreme, authoritative in the minds of other men,

"without doubt this 1dea was still very obscure and vague; but a false
principle once established, the more vague the notion, the more room
would be left for "ntroducing new meanings and exactlng new Lnferences.

In the minds of the Roman bishops, this ldea seems early to have ob=
talned a more fimed ‘and definite shape.--= Far back we observe already

in the Roman bishops traces of their ss sumption, that to them, as
successors of the Apostle Peter, belonged a peculiar and ultimate
authority In eccleslastical disputes; that the "cathedra Foetri" must

take precidence over all other apostolic cmuwches, as the source of apost-—

olle traditlon. Such an asswiption was shown by the loman bishop

[ R ERRRRERRERBRBRRRBRSBiiBinBwSSREIIIIIIm /=



et

111.

Victor, vhen, sbout the year 190, he excorrunicated the churches of
Asia lilnor on account of some trifling dispute relaticon to mere ex-
tornals. In the Lontmistic writings of Tertullisn we find indications
show'ng that the Homan blshops issued peremptory edicts on ecclesiasti=
cal matters end:-:avork& to make themselves considered the bishops of
bishops,== "eplscopes eplscoporum"; and were in the habit of gpealing

to the aut-ority of thelr "antecessores".(Neander,l.c.p.214).
Though to this day the Homan ¢ tholic Church finds is strong
proof for the primacy of the pope in &att.16,18,19, Cyprian, the bishop
of % rthage, found a different and far better interpretati-n in the pas sagi
The Lord in glving ﬁhe Ikeys of the church to Peter meant to e:tabllsh
the pure ualty of the catholic church here upon Berth. “e writes to
this ef:ect:" And although to all the Apostles, after Hs resurrection,
He gives an equal power, and says, "As the father has sent me, even
so send I you : Heceive ye the *oly Ghost: whoseever sins ye remit,
they shall be rcm’t:ed uato them, end whosoever ye retailn, they shall
be retained." (John £0,21), yet, that e m.tght set forth u ity, He
a*ranged by Hi s authority the origin of that unity, as beglmning from
one, Awsuredly, the rest of the Apostles were the same as was Feter,
endowed with a like pmrtnership of honor and power; but the beginning
procecds from u:ity." (Cyprian, "On the Unity of the Church", 4).\
He continues by showing that there are many rays, but one light, many
branches to a tree, but one strength based on the power of the roots,
and many springs which b:ild up one s tream; thus also 1s the church,
There 1s unity in 1t. Over it sppeads one light from on high. In his
"Prescription agslnst the Heretics" Yertulllan also shows that Peter
recelved the full lmowledge from the Lord and that he was glven the
koys of the kingdai of heaven. But, no truth was elther hid from
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] 8%, -Tohn. In fact, all the Apostles were given the same truth, St.

Peter 1s not superior to St. Paul in teaching and so forth. (cf. Ch.2?).
And 1t 1s becanse of this fact that Dr. Heander makes the fine remarks
"This church could 1th as little propriety be called the "cathedra Petril
as the "cathedra Pauli". Irenaeus and ‘ertullian seem to be aware, ine
deed, that Peter and Paul wecre its founders, that they gave it a bishop.
end honored it by thelr mabtyrdom. But that the Homan church held a
promimence as the "cathedra Petri" over all the other apostolic chmrches
they still rcmaln 1z orant". (Neander,l.c.p.213) IThough Cyprian ase \
oribed to the Roman Church the representstion of Bhity in the catholic
church, he did not glve i1t apostolic authority in determining all 5-"
matters of church controvcrsy. On the contrary, he maintained with :

)  fimmess and energy the Independent right of the individual bishops \ |
to manage the warled affalrs of their churches a cording to their J §
own principles, as we have before indicsted, It is true that Cyprian \
teaches that outsid: the church there is no salvatlon (¥n the Unity of
the Church,6), yet, he nowhere sjas that outsid: the Roman Ghurch
there is no salvation, By church, Cyprian refereed to the true catholi.e
Christian chireh, and not specifically to Rome. Rome is not authori-
tative, far less infallible. "Cyprian plainly denied the supremacy of
Roman jurisdletion and the axistence of an infallible tribunal for

the settlement of doctrinal controversies, and protested agalnst ,
church in general with the church at Home." (Schaff,

identifying the
1-°-P-1'74)§As 1s shown by our dogmaticlans snd exegetes, the Eoman
Catholic interpretation of Matt.16,18,19 rests on Catholic pride and
fallacy. After continued stressing of this point therc drvelop.od this
bugaboo of the ages, Romsn supremacy. This, in turn, led to supreme
hierarchy and thelr infamous "Extra ecclesiam Fomanam nulla salus",
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" against the Heretics" he dwells on this fact especlally in-chapters :

------ Al

Thereby they hopelessly confused the spiritual holy Christian church
vhich 1s invisible with the external organiszation,

In his "De Unitate Ecclesiae® Cyprian most forcibly developed the
dootrine of church unity and universality. Dr. Schaff calls hin the
champion of church unity and sates that he "would have made a better
pope than any pope before Leo I." (Schaif.l.c.p.172).

Rome continually appealed to tradition in support of their false
notion of leadership; Yertullien, however, im attacking the heretios,
kmows of no’ better authority than the Scriptures. That is the asuthori-
ty. He writes: "Our appeal must therefore auet therefore bo made to |
the Soriptures.--- For wherever it shall be manifest that the true '_ i
Ghrtekian rule sh< 1 be, there will 1likewise be the true Scriptures snd |
expositions thercof, and all the Chritian traditions". (Tert. P resc. 1

ag. Heret. 1). And he proceeds to do as he stated above. The Bible {
is his final proof; there he £inds his decision. In his "Prescriptlon ¥

13,14,17,and 19, In his battle with the hepetics he does not refer to
Roman authority or supremacy for a decision in church matters, "Clearly,
had “ertulllen known anything of this last dogma of Latin Hovelty
(the dogma of 'nfd 11bility), he would not have taken the trouble
to write this treatise. ie would have said to heretics, We can neither
disouss Scripture nor Antiquity with you. Rome is the touchstone of dogma,
and to 1ts bishop we refer you'. (The Antd-Nicene Patners,’§.2es).

Though Pope Stephen opposed Cyprien most vigorously, the Cartha=-
ginian bishop nevertheless addressed him as a brother and colleague.
That fact already shows the equality of the two men; Cyprian did not
consider himslef under the “oman bishop, In the Gouncil of 258
when over 87 bishops assembled in ':arthaso,“ °mr1m told them,
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after repeated wranglings with the pope, that they must decide church
matters as they personally saw fit, and not give all heed to the words
of the Roman bishop. No one has the right to make himself a bishop

of bishop, as does the hishop of Home. ( cn.-ip&-t. Seve Coun, of lar.). !
He then proceeds to atiacked pope §tephen on the ground that he was |
introducing innovations -nd was sparating himself from chrrch u-lty
which was tenght the church by Christ, liatt.16,18,194 Firmiliamus, :
bishop of Caesarea in “ep-adocla aided Gyprian' and opposed the views 3.35
of Stephan. ithen Stephen deposed two blshops in Spain as a result of 3
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a controversy, "the North African cormunities were nppﬂ%‘& to far their
opinion. The North African Synod at Carthage, in vhose name “yprian
replied, did not hestitate thaé she to declare that the decision of

_ the Roman bishop was without farce, and strongly charged the Spanish

E churches not to suffer the two unworthy bishops to continue in office".
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(Neander,l.c.p.217).

Cyprian does not show deep respect for the so-called pope at
Rome., In hls 73cd Epistle he ¢ learly speaks of Stephen' error and his
unskilful writing, lack of fopesight) and good judgment. If the pope
were considered infal 1ible, would the b.'-.s'hop of the transmarine church
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dare so speak? e cannot conceive of a present-day ecclesliastic in the
Roman hlernrchy addressing the Pope in such a tone. In his 66ed Epistle
Cyprian uses a "you ought" in writing to Stephen. He demands action from
hin and tel's him just what 1s righf to do in certain church mat-ers.
.Even Firmilian speaks disparagingly of Btephen. fe writess: "Certainly,
Stephen has rot done anything deserving of kindness and thanks". (Cyp.
Epist., 74). The apr-adooia.n Bishop thought so rmuch of Cyprian (not

of the Yomen "pope") that, he writes in the 74th Epistls, out of great
respect for the decisions of' Cyprisn, he memorized his writings. From
these facts 1t 1s clear that there existed a splritual unlty between
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i the churches of Asia ilinor and North Africa, In this same Epistle it
= ln;enfa that Stephen went so low as to call Cyprian a "false Christ"
and "a false Apostle and a deceltful worker", '

Cyrrian never gave the title of "pope"™ to the Yoman bishop,
"The correspondence of Vyprian shows no trace of the recogniki-n by
the African Church of the exclusive right of the bishop of Rome to the
title. Indeed, in a petitio:l to Boniface, Bishop of "arthage. A.D. 525,
the fopks there address him as "Christi reverandus Pontifex". (Hastings,
1.0.ps 855, Vol.2). If Cyprian does speak of the"pope" in ome,he 1is
using’ s.z2casm vhich originated in Africa, Viatermen writes:" Papa" which
the church night have trenslated by "Father", but has chosen to render

as"Pope", seems to have buen an African title in its origin.---Tert-

ullian in his "De Pudicitia" (13) calls some bishop "henedictus papa",
but even 1f, which is very doubtiwl, he meant the “oman hlshop, he
was using an African, not a loman title.=-- Cyprian,s Roman correspondm
ents address him as "blessed pope”, the "behedictus papa" of ,'_:"ertun!.an'l
sneer, but never sreak of their own bishop so, The first Roman sblhop

. to have the title 1s larccllfims, 296-304." (Vaterman,l.c.p.369).
Dr. Yarrison shows that tho term "Pontifex “aximus", used by Cyprian

LYo

perhaps of the Roman bishop 1s equal to our "Great Nogul". *t wns a term
. ’
used at this time and for two centuries after of the Homnn Emperor.

6) The Penetents.
The enclent church and especially the church under

;erimllian was diséinguished for 1ts atriet discipline. The n asures
of dlscipline had two intenti ns: 1) to uphold the purity and dignity
of the chirch; and 2) to preach to the offender. Extreme punishment

was excom unication. This act excluded one froam the comgregatiun of
the faithful; such an one had no rights in the clureh. The saoraments
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were not administered for the excomrunicated, neither had they a volce
in the proceedings of the ohnroh'maetings. They were, however, permitted
to attend the catechetlcal fnstructions as penetents, In his "De Pudi-
cltia" (19) Tertulllan dwells on them shortly. “efore readmittance,

a penetent had to 1&!’!5 through the grades of all the catechumens,

and prove thelr repentance by specilal works of falth: pray=, fasting,
almsgiving, etc., etc. “he chief thing ws true contrition of the heart.

There were four classes of psnetents in the ancient church. Whether or
no they so exlsted in the lorth African Church we awe do not know. They
nre'listed for the sake of comple:ﬂess. 1) The Weepers,who lay before
the church doors and implored the clergy for reatofation in the zerments
of mourning; 2) The “earers,vho atbenied the catechumen lessons and
were ragarded as catcchumenates; 3) The Knoclers,tho attended the pub-
lic prayers, but knelt all the while; and the(4) "'tanders{%c':'ok part
in the entire worship, but were e::ciuded from the co munlon. The
course of penance vi-s usually fixed at three or four years. It,however,
could be shoritened or extended to the day of death.

After the fulfiilment of this probatlon came the restoratlon.
"fhe penetont mad: a :ubliec confession of sin, rccelved absolution
by the laying on of hands fram the m' nlster, the precatary or optative
benediction, was agaln grocted by the congregation with the brotherly
kiss, and admlttod to the celebration of ¢ mmion. For the ninlstry

. alone he was farever disqualificd". (Schaff,l.c.p.190). Later there

arose a difierence in r-gard to the acceptance of the eietents. There
were two partiles: 1) The liorth African end the Spanish church whlch,
defended by the lontanlsts, and later by the Yonatists, insisted that
1t was wrong to r store one who was gullty of a m:'rtal sin, especlally
1 he dasnied Christ. If the church dld mo, it would loose lts character-

istic holiness; 2) Absolution und comwnion should not be refused &o
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' any one on the death bed. This was a serious problem in the early days,
perticularly after the “eclan “ersecutin when thousands had denied
their faith in the face of denth and now, especially ofter “ypriam's
return from exile, demanded restoration. -

In Rome there was a ¥&W¥dhe+s in dlsciplinary methods from the
negin:ing. Therefore Pertullisn attacks the Yoman clergy so fiercely.

"But here we perce.ve, also, how the looser practice ln regard to penance
was comneciad with the interest o‘ the hierarchy. It favored the power - ‘
of the priesthood, whlch clalmed for 1tsslf the power of absolution.=-

No wonder the church of Rome, in this point, as in others, triumphed

at last over all op ositlon." (Schaf:,l.c.p.192).

7) The lapsed.
3 The church in North Africa was 'n a bad way after the

Declan persecution. Thousands of those who had denled thelr faith or
even worshipped heathen 1dols during the persecution, appexled to the
cdlrgy for readmittance when the relentless hand of the Soman “mperor
vas 1lifted. Cyprian was unwilling at the first to admit them, following
in his Haster)s footsteps. But the pressure w s too great. He saw that
measures of restoratirm had to be employed. ‘e maintained strictly
that the chirch rmst be governed by law at all costs; legal authority
1s the only rule in the church, not personal feeclings or the sudden
desires of t he confessors. “epentance pure and sincere was the only
way back into the fold of the chtn't;h. Urging the lapsed to sorrow and
contritinn of hoart, he writes:"Why do your deaf ears not hear the sal-
tuary precepts with which we earn yam ? Why do your blind eyes not

) see the way of repentance which we point out, Why does your stricken
and alienated mind not perceive the lively remedles vhich we Both leammn
and teach from the heavenly Scriptures.-- Some are punished In the
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maantime, that others may be corrected. The forments of a few are the
example of a’l.," (Cyp. "0" the Lapsed",23).In the same treatise, chapter
35, he a ke the lapsed with warm words to repent and to aclkmowledge
the gravity of thelr sins. God,he points out, is d ways merciful to
forgive. e who repents of his errors shall make the saddened church
glad end shall deserve & crown of the Iord, _

Cypriasn nedessarily h:d to insist on the need of true repentance

because many of the lapsed sought entrance into the church by other means.

Thousands were issmed "libelli pacis" ddlly by the cnnfessors. Tertullian
d ready alludes %o them. These "11belll” were small pkamphlets which

gave the palsed the permissi-n of a "Confessor", one who had been in
prison for his faith but wa again released, to reenter the church,
The lapsed presented these "1libelii" at the doors of the churches and
insisted on forglveness by right of the confe:.or.s power. "hen
Cyrrlan evinced the less disposition to caiply ‘.nith their impetuyoua
demands, in proporiion to the want which they portrayed of true con=
trition and humility, he madc himself extremely unpopulnr by his resis-
tance, On t.0 sides he apcared in an us-fgvorable light, on the side of
bhis severity against tﬁe lasped, and his lack of reverence for the
confessors." (KehnflSr,l.c.p.222).

Those, vho, during the persecution h-d oifered sacrifice to the
henthen gods were known as "Thurificati"; those who has obtained a

cortificate from the Homan persecutors implying a complete disavowal

of Christianity were cclled "Libellatici'.
Hod Cyprian complied to the demands of the lapsed, the church

 would have lost its power and influence. "It needs no explanation to

show the i.nnumerable, disastrous evils whieh result fron such u'.ter

destructi:n of all the safegnards and barkiers both of morals and govern=—
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ment. And yet, so Blind was the dewtion of the mass of the people to &
the Holy Confessors, that only a of Gmhn:l conswr.ate ability eould
have guided tho church safely through such a pertlous straight.” :
(Garrison,L.c.p. 86).

8) Church Schisms,

During the third ccatury there were four schisms in
the clmrch, two at Rome, one in Egypt, and one in Horth Africa. Ve
shall treat the latter only as it has a dircot bearing on the his tory
of the times.

The Schism of leliclssimuss
"When Cyprian was elected blshop of .

Carthage soon after his conversion (about two years), there were those 41
who protested. As a result a schimm arose which lasted for many yeass. 1
The breach in the church was headed by the presbyter Novatus and au;.portedj
by Feliclssims, a deacon, In his 49th Epistle Cyprian charges Novatus |
with gross eruelties. '/ithout the knowledge of the chosen bishop, Fel-
fcissims was ordainoed as bishop of Carthage perhaps by forelgn bishops,.
Later another b°'shop by the name of Fortunatus was chosen. The ‘bclan
persecution which soon ensued discontinued the s trife. But after the
persecution the thing received fresh nourishment. The question of
discipline now came to the foreground. During the persecution many
Christians had lapsed into heathendom and denled their falth openly.
Cyprian at first dealt harshly with them, refusing them adm®ttance

into the fold of the church; but, because of their large numbers,

and because of the peculiar circumstances, he was forced to altor his
views and become more lenlent wtth them. Cyprisn was also charged with
cowardice in fleeing from his ch rch diring the persecution. That act _
was against the principles of his masber, vho in his "De Fuga Persecu-
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tione" strongly speaks sgailnst flight. The church of Novatus and ':el-
icissimus was a safe guard for all the lapsed; it favored the practice

of the "11bell1" of peace-bills offered the lapsed by the confessors.
While in exile Cyprien had ordered a ooileot!.on of the churches and a
visitation of the same, but Feliocissimus refused to comply with his
command, After hls return, Cyprian held a council in Carthage. Feliclss-
ims and Novatus werc condemmed. Gypr:lan:s episcopal authority was there-
by strengthened.

1 l)wli’-‘ldi..lll'l i
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IV. CHRISTIAN WORSHIP.

B T i ———

1) Places of Worship.
; . The divine worship of the Christians was very

simple at the first, as might be expected, in contrast to the heathen
display and ostentation in their many celebrations. There was a grad=
dal development to the grand services which characterized the Nicene

Age. Dr. Schaff asserts that tortullien and Yyprien are the richest
sources for imformation on the Christian warship of the posb-apostolie

age. Without their works we would know 1ittle of thisiiith,

Until the end of the second century worship was conductéd in
private houses, as was done during the apostlolic age especially, in
deser-t places, and at the graves of martyred salnts. It.n but natural
for the Christians to choose places as they did for divine s ervices.
They were too poor to erect churches; persecuti-m, the fear of desecra-
tion, the character of their falth, the desire for silence and =1i-
tude drove them to secret asbodes. The house best sulted for the
love-feast and for worship was an oblong dlning-hall - always present
in the average heathen dwelling. Often a niche wes used for such purpose.

—— L
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s An elevated seat was used for the reading of the Scriptures and preach-
ing; a simple table wemved as a sort of altar for the adm'nistration
of the Sacrament. "The first traces of special houses of worship ocour
in '_ertullian who speaks of going to eturch", (Schafil.c.p.199).

After the middle of t he third centudy, beginning with the toleration
era of Galllenus in 260 and la:ting until the year 303, churches were
bullé in grcat earnestness. Dr. Schaff holds it is for this reason
that the historian Euseblius mentions the destriction of so many ‘
churches during the pewsecution of Diocletlan which raged in tha
church beginning with the year 303, At the beginning of the fourth

century Rome had more than forty clmrches.

8) The Lord!s Day. ;
] The observance of Sunday as a special dsy of worship

goes back to the apostolic age. It was held in commemoration of t he
resurrection of Christ. The designation 1s found already in the New
Tostament, Matt.28,1; kark 16,2; I.uke,24 1; Jo'hn 21,13 Acts 20,73 I
Cor, 16,2 and especilally Rev, 1 10 # 'lu(.(o( Kufu 'ﬁl o« The custom
of '01‘81111’1 ing on Sunday was followed fy Christisms everywhere. There
was no change of developments according to fanecy in the different
localities. The I.:rd'a Day is highly spoken of by both Tertullien and ’
Cyprian. On this day there was to be no fasts; inprayer the people

vere to stand, not knecl as on other days. But more of that later.

The Didache speaks of Sunday as"The Lord's Day of the Lyrd". It was

‘not considered a law of the New Covenant that this particular day was

to be held holy, as was the Jewish Sabbath in the 0ld Ygstement, "The
fathers did not reg;u-d the Ohristian Sunday as a continuation of, but

as a substitute for, the Jewish Sabbath, and based it not so mch on
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the fourth commandment, and the primitive rcst of God in creatlonm,
to which the commandment expressly refors, as to the spostolie tradition.
There was a dispositinn to disparage the Jewish law in the szeal to
prove the lndepentent originality of Christlan institutions,” (Schaff,
l.¢.p.202-3), Indlcating the reason why Sunday was chosen as the day
for Christlan worship. Tertullian calls it the "day of the Lord's
“esurrection" (On Prayer,23). As the Jewlsh “abbath indleated the

rest of God on the seventh day and the final rest of all beliewers in
heaven, the Lord's Day in the Hew Yestament pointed to the final rest

of the Christians from sin and the eternal rest in the presence of God.

3) The Festivals.,
In the third century the Church in ilorth Africa corme

emorated two particular events in the history of the Cnris tian cmrch,
the Hesurreetion of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy “pirit.
It seems the f-.stival of Epkphany was not as yet celebrated,

In reality there were two f:stive seasons: Passover, in commem-
oration of the sufiering and death of Christ, and Pentecost, cormem-
orating the “esurrection and exaltation of Christ. Passover, from the
term "Pascha" was used to designate the Laster season. The Christlan
Passover, of course, grew out of the Jewlsh Pagsover, in coumemoration
of 1ts deliverance from the angel of death in Egypt. In the llew testament,
however, the Fassover, being interchangeably used for the Lenten season
or for Easter Uay, had special reference to the Resurreci on of the
Lord, The festival of Pentecost began at Baster and extended up to
the day of the cutpouring of the Spirit upon the Apostles. This was

| a period of fifty days; therefore the name Pentecost, from the Yreek
term 71r7n forry’ , meaning £1fty. In his "De Baptismo" (19) ‘ertullian
shows that he understood Pentecost as referring to the space of fifty
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days intervenl g between ‘aster and the Day of the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost. Each day during thls period was a sort of Sunday, celebrated
with dally worship. There was standing in the prayers and no fasting,

as on regular Sundays otherwise. (Tert. On Pray. 23). Later this joyous
festival of the church was limited to Ascension, forty days after

the Bgsurpection, the fiftleth day belng Pentecost proper.

4) The Order of Public Vorship.
In general 1t might be sald that no

exact aceount of the form of worship used during the third century in
North Africa 1s any longer extant. So Dr. Donaldson who says:"We have

practically no trace left of the form of service used in the North
Afrigan Church",., (Donaldson,l.c.p.92).
On Sunday, the day gppointed by the Christians for divine

. worship, the congr:gation assmebledy*sang responsiftly a séng to Christ;

then they pledged themselves £g an oath not to do any evil thing, steal,
rob, comilt adultery, break their wrd, etc. At evening they agaln
came together to eat a meal in unison known as the agape.

Justin Nartyr, Dr. Schaff records, lists the diffepent parts of
the divine worship as _it was celebrated in his day. We quote it here
for the sake of comparison. No doubt much of it was used in the days
of fertullien and Cyprisn. He records: On Sundey all the Christians
in the citles and villages met together for worship. There was at the
first reading done from the Gospels and the 1':t-ophei:tc. whereupon the
president gave an exhortatory sermon. After that the bread with the wine
was brought foreward. The president offered m:ye: and thanks to Uod
for the Sacrament, and the congregation responded with a loud Amen.

Thereupon the consecrated elements were distributed to each one. The

deacons later carried them to the houses of those that were sick,
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The wealthygave contributions to the eciurch as they were able and will=-
ing.This money went to the spe support of the poor, the widows, the :
orphans, the ﬁr:l.stmers,and strangers. No doubt, Schaif adds, all these
acts come down firom the Apﬁstloic age. Yortullian mentlons several

parts expressly in his"Apology" (39). There he refers to thempssembly

of the o ngregation, the initial prayer for the church, the Emperor,

and the good of the land, the readiéng of the sacred Scriptures, the
censuring and rcbukes made to individuals, and the co’'lection that %¥as -
11fted for the poor and needy.

Llttle is known of the dally worship of these early Christians,

The hours of three, six, and nine were designated as the hours of.
prayer for all those who had lelsure at this time to worship, Theee
particular hours were chosen, not in keeping with the Jewlsh form of

? dally prayers, but in commemoration of the the nalling of Chrlst to
the cross, the great darimess, and His death at three in the afternoon,
or the ninth huur. Usually the prayers conslsted in the rccitd of
a group of psalms. (Tert."On Prayer"and Cyprian "The Lord's Prayer",)

5) The Rule of *aith,
Besides the Bible itself the fathers frequently

refer to the "rule of falth", the farwov. Ths TiRws er Tas &lu Puius .
This consisted of the comaon falth of the church as 1t was handed down
from Christ through the bishops who retained it in the churches,
especlally at Jerusalem, -ntloch, Epsesus, Rome and Corinth. It
wa~ the ecreed of the Chrlstians, a summary'of their belief, as served
as a bulwark agalnst the onsloughts of heresgy and heathen Insult,

' At the first there was no prescribed formula no "regula fidel" binding
tegether all the churches. Each of the leading provinces kad its own

creed. As a result there was a variety of them, yet a substantial agree-
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ment between them all, They all w re expressive of the grcat gospel
truths; they showed no marked disevepancies. Some of theni, ho'ovoz;,
vere more complete than others, "Tertulllan could say that the "regu=

la fidei" was "una omnino, sola immobillisjet irreformabilis." (Schaff,
l.c.p¢ 5630), The Western forms (Gallican, Italian, and the ilorth
African) were shorter and more simple than the gastern. The lontanist
gives us a fine sumrary of the rule of falth used in his day in

his "Prescription against the '_"‘eret.ica". It follows:"Now with regard

to this rule of falth === that we may from this point acimowledge what
it is what we defend -- it 1s, you mst lmow, that which prescribes the
bellef that there 1s ane cmly God, and that ‘e 1s none other than the
Creator of the world, who produced all things out of nothing, through
Hs own word, first of all sent forth; that His word is called lis Sen,
and, under the name of God,was scen in "diverse ma:ners" by the patriarchs,

heard at all tiies in the prophets, at last brought down by the Spirit
and power of the *:'ather into the Virgln “ary, was. made flesh, in her
womb, and being born of her, went forth as JYesus Christ; thenceforth
He proached the new law and the new promise of the kingdom of heaven,
worked miraclesy having been crucified, le rose again the third day;
(then) having ascended into the heavens, ‘e sat at the right hand of
the ¥ ther; sent instead of Himself the pow r of the Holy Ghost to
lead such as believe; wlll come with glory to teke the saints to the
emjoyments of ererlas.ungp.!.re and of the heavenly promises, and to
condemn the wi:cked to everlasting fire, after the resurrection of
both these classes shall have happened, together with the restor-
ation of thelr flesh". (Tert. Presc. ag., Heret. 13). The same writer
repeats this creed in his "0n the Veiling of Virgins", but in a

shorter form.

_——
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-] 6) The "Disciplina Arcani", |
From the middle of the sscond to the cbse of
the £1fth century the comion servicc was divided into the “iiissa  ate-

cumenorun” and the "liissa Fidelium"., Dr. Schaif points out the the Acts
of the Gouncil in Caorthage in 398 first use the term "missa". Tertullian
1s the earliest witness to the regular and strictly upheld diviaion,

In attacking the heretics he complains: "To begin with, it 1s doubt-

ful who is a catechumen, and who a believerj they have all acee;:u alike,
they hcar alilke, they pray alike =- even heathsns, 1f any such happen

to come anong them." (Tert. Presc. ag. Heret. 41), Evidently, we can
infor that the™ilssa “atechumenorum" and the "Hissa Fidellum" was in
vogue in the days of i;ermllta.n aglready in North Africa, In the ser¥ice
fort he catechumns 1t was customary to hav: a Scripture reading, a

? sermon of an exhortatory nature, rrayers, and mngs. This service was
open to members ln good stendling onlyy:'those tho wished to become full
frmambers of the church at the end of thelr instruction. The penetents,
thosc gullty of some griewous sin, had to take this entlre course once
more as a corrective measure., At the close of this service the doors
were closed snd sl1 the catechumens were forced to lcave the assembly,
Thereupon, in the Milssa Fidelium", the I.Ord'_ Suprer was observed.

c 1cal Instruction:
_Ete_ahem——___ﬁe catechumen was a very imp rtant perf

in the anceint churéh. The instructi-n of catechamens and the order .
of catechists, the 1nstruotﬁrhs,date from gproxirately the apostloioc
age. uenarally the instructors were presbyters and dcacons. In the
case of adults this instruction always preceded baptism. In the case
of infant baptism, of comrse, it could not. In general it may be
rightly effirmed that this systom was the foundation of the Christian

church and its progress; 1t surpassed in many ways our modorn system
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of instruction, eapecially that offered adults ocutside tho parooh.tn
school.: aystem. Vihen a. cateclmmen was graduated he hsd a ﬂne knowledge
of the B:lblo and was able to combat:the errors of the heretics and _
thé heathen. Silnce they were not as-yet full memebrs,they were not
permitted to attend the Eucharistic service., "They embraced peop!e
of dl1 ranks, ages, and grades of culture, even philodophers, states=.
mn, rhetoric:lana,-- Juat!.n, Atlmnagoru, clenont, of Aloxandria.,

ertull:l.an s and Cyprian, Arnobius, I.aotanti.ua, vho all embraced
chrlsbian.’n.ty in their adult years." (Schaff,l.c.p. 256).

The duration of the instruction was from two to three years. It

could also be shortened according to the circumstances,.

Bihgham gives a fine survey of the s:bjects of instruction offered |
in the catechetical echools in the po_st'-apoatouc age. No doubt m-nt, !
if not all of the subjects and customs there recorded were in use in

the church of Tertullien and Cyprian. The instruction usually began with
the doctrine of repentance, the remission of sims, the nece::lty of good

S A

varks, snd the nature and use of baptism where they wcre taught how to
renounce the devil.Thereupon followed an explanaiion of the articles

of the creed (some added the nature and immortality of the soul and an
account of the canonical books of the Bible). The catechurens were
allowed to rend some portions of the Bible. In some of the schools even
the Apocryphal Zooks w.re read for the purpose of instlling the moral
precepts therein eontalned. Frequent examinatlons wore given in text
proficiensy . Binghem states they were often repcated before baptism.

There was also the custom of a twenty day exercism before the

day of baptism. This was common in both the Parly Ureex nnd Latin schools.

ft was known as the fire of exorcism; 1t purged the soul. Exorclsms

consisted of nothing more than prayers taken from the Bible for the pur-

pose of breaking the dominion of Satan in the new converts.
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) ~ _ Before the day of conflrmation and baptism they dll were taught
how to answer questlns and how to canduct themselves on their appear-
ance boefore the congregation. "The catechumens at the ‘l:ll!.B that they
-were exorclsed mad-: thelr actual renunciation of the devil, and them
were taught the creed". (Bingham,l.c.p. 285). This occurred shortly
before Palm Sunday, the day of theilr baptism and confirmation. Until
the very end the name of the ¥rinity, the actual words of the creed, and

the mystery of the word etc., were kept from the catechumens. On the
Friday b-fore ¥aim Sunday, customarily, occurred the "traditium syme
Bol1", or the teaching of the actual words of the rule of falth. Pefore
this tilme they were mersly taught the essence of the creed. On Falm
Sunday occurred the "redltium symboli", or the recitati-n of the creed
for the first time to the congregation. The girls wore thelr whilte

) - dresses for one wcek after the day of confirmation,

There was a renunciation of the devil before the dry of confirma-
tiorn and at the baptlsm. "Tertulllen means the same thi: g vhen he says,
that "this renunciation was madc twice: first in the church, under the
hands of the blshop; and then again, vhen they come to the water %o be

bﬂptized." (Bingh 9leCaPe 235) ® )
. 25 Shost don

The Yatech :
BT ERE This term comes from the Upeek word f&TnUuJ, or

ﬂATn/X aris « In general 1t signifies tho ‘nstruction that is given in
the rudiments of Christianity. "Honce the catechumens had also the name
of "novitloll, et tirones Dei", new soldiers of God, as we f£ind In

Tortullian adn St. Austin. (Bingham,l.c.p.257). At tlues they were also
cdled "audlentes"; however, this term more definltely designated those

vho were allowed to listen to sormons only, but not of the prayers of

the church. “any helpers were needed to t-ach these pupils. A thorough

indoctrination was imsisted uron before admltiance into the church,
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Confirmations
Orliginally connected with baptism, the rite of con-

firmation gradually becnme a separate institution. No doubt, as Schaff)
thinks, the change took place about the third cdptury, for,he states,
Cyprian 1s the flrst to refer to it as a distinct act. Undoubtedly,

the ceremony of infant bnrtism was the reason for the separation,
The rite was performed by the Imposition of hends, the arointing of

the body with balsam-0il (chrism) s together with the sign of the cross,
The actual ceremony took place sometdme between the anointing and the '

giving of the Eucharist which occured last and was conslidored the com-
summation of the act, as the “astings Encyclopedia records.

Only the blshops wers authorized to confirm. "This notion had
been formed as carly as the mlddle of the third enetury. The blshops
were under the necess’ty, therefore, of occaslonally going through
their dloceses, in order to administer to those who had been baptized
by their subordinates, the country presbyters, the rite vhich was after-
vqrd demominated confirmation.," (Neander,l.c.p. 316).

7) Christian Art.

The Crosss
“The oldest symbol In the Christion church s the cross.

It 1s the slgn of the redemptinn of ‘hrist on Calvary's 2111, later,

the sign of the cross was used in most of the affairs of life, in bathing,
in eating, on rising etc, Wites the Lontanist:" At every foreward step
and movement, at every going in snd out, and wvhen we put ‘n axr clothes
and shoes, hen we bathe, when we sitt at table, vhen we light the lemps,
on couch, n seat, in all the ordinary actions of dally life, we trace
upon tho forehe-d the sign." (Pert. The Chap.3). In this fashion 1t

vas in use alljover the Christian church at this &irme. Tertullian dur-
ing his l1fetime had to malite 2 firm defence of the Christians agalnst
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the pagan charge of 1dol worship (staurolatria), or cross worship,.

more properly. (Tert. Apol.16). In the same Book (12) Fertullian

showvs that the Christlans had a very low opinion of images; they were,
Infact, forbidden in the Christlmn home. He tells the heathen why they
as Christian refuse to do homage to the images with the strong words:

"0 impious vords} @ blasphemous reporaches! Gnash your teeth upon us,-=
foam with jmddeded rage against us, if we refuse our homage to statues,
and fl\rgid Images, the very counterpart of their dead originals,

with vhich owls and mice mad spiders are so well acquainted, does

it not merit pralse instead of penalty, that we have rejected what
we have como to sco is errort" (Tert. Apol.l2).

In the early centuries there was no prayer to the cross, but to
that which it signified. From his "On the Crown" it 1s clear (chapter
3) that 'f"ertullian rogarded the sign of the cross as a protection a=-
galnst all kinds of danger,

There was one famous allegorical representatinn in the North

African Church, the use of t he Greek ICHTHYS, or fish, as a désigna-
tion of Christ, The various letters of this Greck word were taken to

: /
J \ ~ \ —
mean I'l r,";_‘ X‘f‘m-‘, Qf_ou nosl Ewlqr » Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Savior. "The anagraumatic or hieroglyphic use of the
Greck ICHTHYS mnd the Latin Piscis-Christus belonged to the Disciplina
Arcani; and was a testimony of the acient church to the faith in Christ's

person as the Son of God, and M s work as Savior of the world.®

(Schai,l.c.p. 230).
Dr. Schafi states that there were many plctures of the Virgin

ligry n use during the scond century. Perhaps archaeology has still

0 uncover some of these in use in the days of Tertulllan and Cyprian.

The Hastings Encyclopedia shows that as far as an altar was concern

ed, Yertullian used the word "altare" in his "on Chastity",10e
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Ve CHRISTIAN LIFE CONTRASTED WITH PAGAR LIFE,

.I.) Noral Corruption in the Roman Empire.
' At the opening of the Christ=-

i era Roman civilization had reached its gzenith, and pagan religion
was at its ha!.gh‘i:. It was the age of Augustus, synonymous with the
golden age of literature. Rome was now the capital of the world,

Fron the firths of Scotland to the cataracts of the lile and from the
Euphrates on the east to the Atlantic on the west, Caesar Augustus

ruled with a m ghty hand. Fis was the world with none to dispute 1t.
Every nation, every people, every tribe, bowed before hls throne in
humble obedience. The battle-axe and the sword had been lald aside,

far no one darsd now to ralse his hand against the Roman universal law.
A profound peace ,therefore, obtdned throughout the world; the famous
"Pax Romana" gave prosperity and contentment to all., All maritlime
piracy was now peactically wiped out and robbers along the areat Ro-
man highways were fought by the police force of the lmperor. Life

and property was generaily secure. Travelling was greatly fecilitated;
mny military roads and some canals were constructed throughout the
Hediteemanean world. Armies for the maintenasice of neace could move
about with considerable ease and rapidity; messages and political
personages werc able to cross the Great Sea in a remarkably short time.
The licditerranean became a sea for travel, for commerce, and for pleasure.
The various proconsuls and govornors of Romen provinces thought little
of visiting distant lands or the Roman capital frequently. Agriculture
was now greatly improved and industry developed. Temrles, theaters,
aqueducts, public baths, and other grand bulldings bedecked nnd a dorned
nost every large clty. Thore wer: mapy institutions of lemrning. Two
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langusges with a ourront literatura prevalled in the world, Greck in
the east and Latin in the weat. There was a book trade of no amn
importance. Publlishing houses could edit a book for some eighty cents.
The better homes had libraries.In the smaller dwellings literature
was not scarce. The poets of the Augustine age were gladly read.
Slaves were employed to take down dictation. There was a stenographie
system as effilclené& as present-day methods whereby books could

be multiplied with remarkable rapldity. Economicd 1y the people

weres in a hapry way; they were prosperous nad happy. Tertullian
bears wlitness to the good times during his lifetime., stating to

his countrymen:" jien of Carthage, ever princes of Africa, enobled by
anclent memories, blessed with modern fdcilities, I rejolice that
tizes arc so prosperous with you, that you have leisure to spend and
pleasurs to find 1n eritizing dress. These are the "piping time of
peace" and plenty. Blessings rain from the Empire and from the sky.

8t11l,you too of old time wore your zarments =-- your tunics ---

‘of another shape.” (Tert. "on the Pallium", 1), One might say there

was virtually sn over-producticn of produce and frults from all parts
of the world. iiinerals and precious s tones were plentiful; the Homan
mines were operated dal 1y by captive slaves. Dr. Schaff holds that
the period from Nervae to ilarcus Aurelius, an age of B4 years, was the
most prosperous period in the history of the world.

Such was Rome externally in the first Christian centuries.
But morally, spiritually, it was rotten to the core. Though rich in
all material blessings of thie world, though schooled in the it:ltum
and scifgces of her predecessors, the Romm Empire ushered 1nkage
of the most eruel brhtality the world has ever seen. Without excuse,
without r ason, men, in all this propperity, became brutes in the full
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sense of the term. Morallity, though degemerating before this, was now

at 1ts lowest ebb. The vice’ of every nation under the swm"had its day"
in Rome. "Gitbon says (111,112):"The capital attracted all the vices -
of the world. The intemperance of the Goths, the cunning of the Ureeks,
the savage obstinacy of the Egyptians and Jews, the sorvile temper of
the Ali'.aties » the effeminate prostitution of the Syriens" 41l were com=
ningled in this warlgis multitude. It was amnge [t00, of luxury and ex-
travagance of living which we, with all our conceptions of milllon-
alres and e xpediditure can hardly reproduce even in imagination., It

was a time, also, of high art, at least, if art conelsts, a:= some appesr |
to think, in pelnting I all that can enflame the passions, and suggest '
evil to the mind, instead of that which seeks to g've expression to |
the t rue, the pure, ‘and noble as essential elements of beauty. Art was :

seen e verywhere; walls were alive with pletures - cutside as well as in =
the floor as often as the celling.” (unrﬂsm, 1.6.p.70).
Slaves, thousands of them, groaned uader the pi-osaure of thie
oriel race of godless men. ¥hen a nation had been subdued, the best
of the survivors were taken to the capttal end converted into heartless
gladiators. The moral aspect of slavery throughout the world was most
serious. Slavery, in fact, proved in the end one of the causes for the
downfall of Rome., After Rome had caipleted its conquests, and there .
no longer ramained a strong power over which to exercise its domina-
tion, slavery supplied this lack. Especlally in Rome, the slaves
assisted thelr masters in immorality. ilany of them, especially the
young boys beciae the djects of thelr puterlf passions. Yaturally
enough, this conduct was a most baneful ‘Ynfluence on the right eduscation
of the yough. He thus learned to be corrupt from the very beginning.
The ory of the lomsn oltlzen was "panem et circenses”. If he
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had bread to eat, his only concorn was the arena, the circus, and the
theater. Perhaps some of the most brutal orimes that have ever been
comnitted were done in the Roman arenas. Since the Unristians were
considered as the enemles of the human race, they had no rights; their
1life was taken freely in many persecutions. They were thrown before
the wild beasts in the arena, the 1lions from Fumedia and the tigers s
from India, to the delight of the spectators. The arena and the theater :_;'
were nt the first pure institutions. The games held there were originally l
festivals of the gods, but they had now degenerated.into houses of :
vice, into breeding houses of sin, a erying disgrace tothe world.

In the golden days of Greece Sophpcles end Aeschylus wrote plays and

dramas to be enacted in them. They also served as a sort of gymmasium
for the moral and physical development of manhood. However, the popu-
lnee‘“\'v'fént there to see cheap comedies, brutal tragedies, magnificent |
pageantry, display, tremendous expenditures, wild music, a frivolous |
and mérciless taking of 1life, and sinful dances. All this tended to

lessen the standaryf of morality, low as it was. Even naval battles

were enacted in the arena at Rome with inconsiderate taking of inne-

cent 1ife. The gladilators who fought in the mock-battles were slaves,

and slaves were regarded as clay. The only noble men were Romansl
Therejvare horse races, chariot races, hunts of wild beasts, military
displays, snd athletlic games for the smusement of the people. large

crowds came at the break of -day, careless of sunshine or rdn, and

stayed until the evening. In the absence of sufficient light, the
Christiens, under Nero, were suspended from poles and burned.ia the ancna.
At times there ﬁaro over 400,000 present in one day. All the day long
they held their attention, s trained their eyes, on the victory of

cerdain horses or the blood of helpless gladiators. Often the happiness
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of the clty depended on the succes of a horse race. liost brutal of

all were the gladiatorial fights between individuals, This was usu=

diy a fight to the finish, llurder thus became a fine art. The heroism ‘
of men depanded upon the ease with which he could kill his fellow slaves. |
Even Cyprian complains:"If you cast your eye upon the citles, ym be-

hold an assembly of men, prcsenting a more melancholy sight than any '
soldtude. A combat of gladiators im in preparation, that blood may gppews
the lust of cruel eyes. A man 1s killed for the amusement of his fellow=-

men; rmurder is turned into an art, and erime, not only rerpetrated,
but teught as a profession." (Cyprian, from Neander,l.C.p. 263).
The Roman citizenship develeped a real thirat for blood. liyriads dled
for the sheer curlosity of the spectators. Once, at the inauguration
of Flavian there were from five to nine thousand beasts slain in one
day. iany Christians w:re also thrown before the wild beasts of the
jungles. Alresdy Caesar Augustus had set a bad example for his pucc-
essors upon the throne. Nero drove the thing to excess with great
1liberality. He was so liberal that, it is sald, the public forgave his
many vices. They even wished his return from death in 67 A.D. "Trajan
amused Rome for 123 days by exhibiting 10,000 captives in mtual slaugh=
ter. pp Pompey lntdrduced combats of men with wild beastsl;it gave
more excltement., - = There were even female galdiators, especlal’'y
und-r Yero and Domitisn.--- That the gladiatorial games continued for
centuried with scarcely a protest, 1s one of the mcs t s tartling facts n
in moral history." (Angus, "The Environment of Larly Christim ity",p.43).
The wealth of ‘ome brought luxury and gluttony. The slaves did
the labor of the 1land. Theu‘!"' fasl ax easy 1ife. Enormous feasts were
made at banquets which were frequent. Dellcate foods wero prepared for
thalr hungry stomachs after the games at the arena. They abe peacocks
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from Samos, oysters from Tarentum, d ates from Egypt, and n' ts from
Spaln. Usling a featheh to lighten their stomach, they ate agaln
with apretite; then they uscd the feather -on thelr throat again to
stiimlate the appetite and empty the stomach,

The full citizens enjoyed a great wealth of jewels taken from
the mines throughout the empire. Tertullian in his "On the Apparel
of Yomen" bears record of thelr luxiourious dress. There were s clal
servants fob each method of improving one's dress and 8p pearance.

There were servants for the setting of false teeth, the smoothing of
wrinkles, the painting of the face and the cyebrows, the care of the
clothes, and the dress of the halr,

Wiith all thils luxury there went an unnatural sensuallty. Pal-
derastia, already condemned by Paul, Romans 1,26,27, was copled from
the Greeks and beceame qulte general among the Komens in the second cen=
tury. Important men were subgjet to its Jullus Caesar, Antonius, Ha-
drimn, PTrajan, and many of the iatin poets.’t wes so debasing and vile
as to rcject all excuse. It encouraged celibacy and the general
disintegration of the marriage bond. Character w:s thereby weakened,
and thus also the woakening of poliftlzal Rome, To thls vice must also
be added the frequeney of sulcide, gambling in the games, stupid private
and public extravagance, the licence of the Florilia with 1ts races of
nude Bourtesans, lewd plctures, and suggestive decorations, '

The national army no longer had the s trength of lts pristine
glory. Lt consisted of t he rudest citizens and barbarians from Gaul
and far-away Asia, Leaders in the mitltla often usurped the throne.
Emperors became nothing more than nllitary despots In later years.

Patreotism was extinot. In 1ts place was susplolon, amrice, greed,

pride, brilbery, lnsolence, orime, and murder. In speaking of Rome as am
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Empire, Dr. Schaff writes: " There 1s scarcely an sge in the history

of the world in which so many and so hideous vices disgraced the throme.
The pagan hlstorians of Fome have branded and immortalized the vices and
crimes of the Caesars: the misanthropy, cruelty, and voluptousness of
Tberius; the forocious madness of Gaius “aligula, who had men tortured,

5

beheaded, or sawed in paices for his amsement, who seriocusly Medi-
tated the butchery of ‘the whole senate, raised his horse to the dignity
of a commul and priest, and crawled under the bed in a storm; the bottom-
less vileness of Yero, "the inventor of orime", who poisoned or murdered
his preceptors Burrhus and Senaca, his half-brother and brother=in-law
Britannicus, his mother Agrippina, his wife Octavia, his mistress
Poppasa, who. in sheer wontonness set fire to Rome, and then burnt irmo-
cent Christians for it on torshes in his gardens, figuring himself as &
charioteer in the infernal spectacle; the swinish gluttony of Vitelllus,
| vho consumed millions of money in mere eating; the refined wickedne s of
Domitian, who, more eat than a tiger, amused himself most with the
torments of the dying and with catching flles; the shameless revelry
of Commodus with his hundreds of concubines, and ferocious passion

. for butchering men and beasts In the arena; the mad villlany of “Selio-
gabalus, who ralsed the lowest men to the highest dignities, dressed
himself m-aomen‘: clothes, married a dissolute boy like himself, in
short, inverted all the laws of nature and deciecy, until at last he
was butchered ®lth his mother by the soldiers and thrown into the muddy
Tiber". (Schaff,l.c.pp. 316=7).

Later, monsters of this sort were deifled. They were honored
with the mame of "Deus Noster". Their wives slso, many of whom were
equally as cruel as their hilsbaids, were later, after their death,
worshipped and placed on the roster of thelr myriads of other gods.

Truly, the worm of corrupti-n was gipwing away the vitals of falr Rom.
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In thelr outspoken hatred for the Christians generally, the pagans
treated them unfel rly; they did not hear their case according to strict
law procedure . Tertullian complains that in the case of a heathen be-
fore the courts, care was taken in the matter, questions were asked,
and attempte were made to get proof for assertions made. But,he adds,
"Nothing 1s done 1like this in our case.--- Instead, we find that even
inquiry in regard to our case is forbidden", (Tert. Apol. 2). The
very name "Christiani" was a dread, a vulgar term, hated by d 1, (Apol.
5). As a result of this abhorren.oe the Chritians had to experience
insults and unjust treatments. The law was disregarded when a charge
was brought against them, writes ?ortullm in his Apology for the
Christisn religion. In part his wa-ds follow:" Now first, when you
sternly lay it down in your s entences,"It is not lawful far yomu to
exist, and with unhesitating rigor you enjoin this to be carried cut,
you exhibit the violence and unjust domination of mere [tym_my. b & 4
you deny the thing to be lawful simply on the ground that you wish

1t to be unlawful, not because it ought to be." (Tert. Apol. 4).

Because the chrisi:ians went about their work in seecrescy, because
they met together for worship in secluded houses or desert places,
and because theycelebrated the Lord's Supper under cover, the pagans
regarded their actions as mysterious and socon told weird tales about
them, They were charged with incest and gross immorality in the agape,
as Tertullian records:"iionaters of wl ckedness, we are accused of ob-
serving the h:ly rite in vhich we kill a little child and then eat 1%;
in which, after the feast, we practice incest, the fogs -- our phups,
forsooth, overturning the lights, and getting us the shamelessness of

dariness for our impious lusts.” (Tert. Apol. 4).
Shameful stories were told about the true Christing worship;

the Ghri.atian God was accounted as an ass's head. Writes tl_lo fiery
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Africans "For like some others, you are under the delusion that our
3 god 1s an ass's head. Cornelius %acitus first puts this notion into the
" people's minds.".(Tert. Apol. 16). The reason far this bellef among
the heathen 1s ascribed to a tale told in comnection with the Exodus
of the Jews from Egypt. Vhen they, the Israslites, were expelled,
not released, from the Nile valley ‘beoau:e_ they were a leprous people,
nnd.were on their way to the wilderness, they found no water. In thair
ﬁu&st for some they followed several asses who luckily led them to
a pool. Ever since that event the Jews venerated the head of the ass.
Since the Christil ans derived thelr theology from the anclent Jews,
their god was classified with the Jewish godl Since the Chritians had
. the custom of tiuning to the east in prayer (Apol.l6), they were also 2

- accused by some of worshipping the sun.
a Whenever a serious calamity b.afell a city of whole nation,
fertulllan laments, the Christians, inrocent as they were, mepeived
the blame. "If the Tiber rises as high as the clty walls, 1f the Nille

does not send 1ts waters up over the rieldl, i1f the heavens give no

rain, if there 1s an earthquake, if there is famine, or pestilence,

ltfais!ltWay the cry is, "Away with the Christians to the 1lion", (Tert.

Apol .40).

| PerhapsRome's most serious objection to the sect of Christians

was their remsal.to worship their deified CUaesars. If Rome insisted

on one thing throughout the Empire, it was Caesar worship. That was

made the test of loyaity; 1t was the eriterion for true citizenship.

In this manner the Empire was strengthened. With worship cent>ralized

in the Emperor, the power of Rome was increased throughout its borders.
' 0f course, the Christian conscience could not submit to this demand.

It revolted agalnst the idea persistently, as fertulllan shows through-

out his "Apology". As a result, the Christians were charged with




disloyalty to the govermment. Of all the rival relidons which pre-
vailed in the -Medi.ten-anean world at this time, e.g., the cult of g
Isis and the cult of Mithra (and later the lianichaeans), Caesar worship i

e o T T R Y

seems to have been the most persistent and the mos t dangerous, The
entire govermment of Rome revolted against opposition to its demands. '
By resisting Caesar worship the Christians were resisting the world,

It 1s for that reason that oprosition and persecutlon vas so fierce

. agalnst the worshippers of the true God,

2) The Heathen Famllys
As far as marriage was concerned, monogamy was 3

the rule in the ¥ast as well as in the Yest. But that rule did not

in any measure exclude promiscuous intercourse. Concubinage, a sort
of secondary marriage, was common, and dlworce was looked upon lightly.
lien easily obtained divorces from their wives and vice versa. "Senaca
tells us of vomen vho marked their chronology by the names of thelr
humbands rather then by the consuls.” (Angus,l.c.p.46). Abortiom,
a sin done in secret today, was openly practiced in Rome. It was a
matter of discretloﬁ with them, not of sin. The means of doing so
were in everyday use. "The motives of abortion wers poverty in the
lower classes, and 1n the higher sensuality, and the desire for in-
dulgence or the avoidance of pain or fear of disfigurement". (Angus,
1.6.p.47). Wlth all thelr lack of true Christien knowledge and falth,
1t 1s 11lttle wonder that such action was so lightly considered, that
abortion was not regarded as murder in the first degree.
‘Prostitution and adultery was common under the "Tmperium".
Viomen had no power to probihit. men's passion in this diroction. They

usually did not care to do so. liany women were equally gullty as the men,
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Adultery was punished (not concubinage) only becsuse it Interfered
vith men's ppoperty. A wife was regarded as the property of msn,
This sexual corruption prevalled among the lowest as well as the highe
est classes. Both men and women had their slaves as hired prostitutes.
Though the men had the right to stop their wives from falling to this
sin, they were themselwes usually so immoral, they did not interfere.
The women, as stated before, had to submit to and endure the licentious-
ness of thelr husbands; no law prohibited it. During the riign of
Augustus the Vestal Virgins were no longer true to thelr vow; they
were a lie to their name, Schaff records that Junenal oalls a chaste
woman a "rara avis in terris". | |

Another evil that obtalned throughout the Empire wes the tyramni-
cal treatment of the children on the part of the parents, The ‘child
wvas considered the property of its father and could be used for
utilitarian purposes. The father had the right to punish his children
or even kill them. wlithout the 1nter£eronoe of any law of Rome. Child=-
ren were considered neceséary only in so far as the upkeep of the
population and the supply of soldiers was concerned. They were &
state eoncer-n. Because of this at:itude, childlessness was popular
in the £'rst Christian centfrtes. "Augustus in vein offered consid-
ernble. advan‘'ages to a father of thre e children, showing that this
mmber in a fa-lly was rare".(Angus,l.c.p.47). With all this cruelty
there was connected the practice of exposure or the sic_klr and poor or

weak children.FoundlIngs were common in Rome. The parents really thought

this was a reasonable thing to do. Usually the foundlings grew up to
become slaves or gladlators to dle before the people in infemous but=
chery, Often they were thrown into the Ttber. At tho time of the
Empire Rome was bLloody with this oruel ordme.Christianity was the

only remedy and rescus for d 1 this inhumanity; d 1 other falled. o
' ' 3‘3
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That, in rough outline, is the status of affairs in the Rommn
world during the first centuries. It was far different in the Christien
community and home. There the light of the gdppel lent its divine
influence. liorality wls on a much higher plane,

3) Christian Horallty.
- Chrlstianity was necessarily brave from the out-

set. It had a hard battle to fight with Satan and the underworld,

Though 1t was the only hope for the nations living in sin, though

" 1t was the only religlon which eeuid, with 1ts rcgemerative powers,c.-il
glve lasting hope to those vho everywhere had sunk into debauchsry and
lieentiousness, it was r. sisted with all the might of men's sml

in most every place it was preached. But the example of a peerless
Christ led these enrly Chri:tlans on to noble victorles injspibe

of opposition on all sides., In submission it conquered, not with the
power of the sword. With peace 1t went about s work and won men into
the fold by the "st1ll small solce". It had virtue, love, hope, and
redkness together with poverty, ap adwangafe at the first. By its
example of suffering and deaths it taught others end inspirséd its

om brethren. The pragmatic test confirmed 11;8_ stand, It firmly
belleved that those who remain feithful unto the very emd would receive
a crown of life, Bravely did it fight the good fight of faith to a
bitter end, but with a reward in heagen., The Ante=Nicene age, and par-
ticularly the age we are treating, was full of ccurage and heroism.
There was a love for maptyrdom, for a death like the Iord's. The morn-
ing ofR o surrection Day was constantly before the eyes of the martyrs.
They 11ved for Christ here below and longed for His presence up above.
Commnism was practliced in a1 its moblest waysj alms were glven,

the sick were cared for, as vell as the widows, opphans, and the poar.

SRR —44




= ik LTS e F

The Montanist of Carthage forcbfully shows that Ohristianity has
o pleasure in the wilckedness of the pagans. The joy of the Christians
is found, not in licentiocus living, not in brutal exhibitioms, i n the
satlsfactlion of carnal delights, not in drunkenness, but in the thought
of complete pardon for sins and in the peace of God, The fact, the
realization. phat one has free forgiveness from God and His abiding,
loving presence all. the time, 1s a source of true happiness. Such
thoughts as these are exrressed by 'i'ertulllan !.n hs d>fence of Christ-
ianity, the “"Apology", and in his treatise "On ths Shows] (especially 29).
True godliness 1s not to be thought of as gloominess, as severe aus- -
terity, as unhappiness. No Christian 1s to wear a long-drawn chin.
Far from 1t! Christianity is the true fountain of all joy and hap- lness;
the sensuous pleasures of ths ungodly in the end rroduce the greatest
unhappiness and misery. That inner satisfaction, that lmowledgol, that
in spite of all the many sins one has committed during his life-time,
there 1s free forgiveness in Christ who 1aid down His 11fe for us while
we were yet sinners, is far different from the pieasuru of this pa:s=
ing world which, at the £irst, taste sweet, but in the end turn to gall.
Christian joy is that serenity of feeling, that calmess of life and
soul which lends true beauty to the character and expresses ltself in
hapriness of 1ife. It shows itsalf by love which in turn produces
hnpp!.ﬁea and loviiness, making one's 1ife a true benediction. In con-
trast to the gloomy and lonely end of the heathen, the close of the
Christian's 1ife grows greater and greater with true gondness, beaming
with Christien love, as the sétting sun on a sumer:s evening grows
greater and fuller before it 1is swallowed up by the night.

The Christians were ever conscious of the fsct that they were but

Pllgrims here below. They took joy in "otherworldliness", though, not
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to a fault, The first father in Carthage said of them;"She Jmows that
she is & subjoiner on earth, and that among strangers she naturally ;
finds foes; and more than this, that her origin, her dwelling-place,

her hope, her recompence, her honors, are abvoVe."” (Tert. Apol.l.).
When one hecame a Christian, a change came over his 1ife, His

morals were bettered. The profligate ym th became sober and gentlep

the wéntdn maid,a pious girl. Even the heathen notlced the change and
sald, "They have become Christimns", The HMontanist (Apclogy 3) brings
this truth as a proof to the pagans of the good that Christlanity 1s

doing the world in general, They may receive the bitter hatred of the
Romans and be persecuted and killed, yet, that wiil not stop thelr
nouths from telling of the glory of Christ and His precclous gospel.

By persecution the church grows larger and s tronger. The Chrk tians
persistence to the very end 1s proof of its truthfulness. Nrites Tert-

ullian: “the oftener we are mown down by you, the more in mumber we

grow; the blood of the Christians is seed", (Tert. Apol. 50). -
One of the grandest virtues of the Christian, Tertulllan states,

1s patience. God alone 1s the source of this true blessing. He

writes:"So amply sufficient a Depositary of patience is God. If 1%
be a wrang which y-u deposii; in His care, He 18 =m Avenger; i a loss,
He 18 a Rostorer; if paln, He 1s a lealer; if death, Ue 1s a “eviver,
¥hat honor 1s granted to pat¥nce, to have God as her Debtori And not
without reasons for she keeps all her decrees; .she hihs to do with all
His mandates. She fortifies falth; 1s the pilot of peace; assists

charity; ostablishes humilitys waits Xong for repentance; sets her
seal on confessiong rules the flesh; preserves the spirit; bridies the

tongue; tramples temptation iinder foot; drives away scandalss glves
their cr-wning grace to martyrdoms; consoles the poorj teaches the rioch

‘moderation; overstrains not the weaks exhausts not the strong; 18 the
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. delight of the bellever; invites the “ontﬂe; commends the servant

h&-lord. and his lord to Gody adorns the women; makes man @ proveds
1s Joved in childhood; praised in youth; looked up to in sge; is besu~
tecus in either sex, in every time of 1ife." (Tert. "On Patience",15).
Chrlstianity did not have hindrances to fight in the ocutside
worlde Inslde the fold there were difficulties that ir esented serias
problems, The heathen world was very attractive to the converts; there-
fore, Ohristlanity had to fight the weakness of the flesh perhaps in
a greater degree than was later necessary. Bef«re one was fully accepted
as a member of the Christian falth, he had to renounce the joys of the
heathen and reject the at tractions it had to offer. 0f course, this
was a problem , and often led to fallure, "§hoever in the primitive
days would be a Christians, must break loose from his hitherto
favorite inclinations, and be ready to give up anything for his faith,
Tertul®ien says, that more were deterred from embrabing Christianity
by unwi llingness to forfelt their pleasures, than by the fear of has-
arding their 1ife." (Neander,l.c.p. 72 from Tert. On the Spect.2).
There were also many simple-minded Christlans who accepted everything
that was 1laid before them. Others, again, were indifferent. A third
class ocontinually presented arguments pro and con for the heathen
gemes and lustful attractions. That was thelr very breasd of 1ife,
As a result, others were led to doubts and had to seek guldance con-
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tinually from thelr pa :tors. "Hany and v-ried were the points upn which
the £lock looked to their pastds for guidance:- prayer, baptism, repen=
tance, and the discipline connected ¥ith them; woman's dress and woman's—

-11fe, -mar:'ied or unmarkied; pleasures, asmusements, how far lawful or

unlawful =- & 1 w:re matters wpon which directl'm was destrable,"

]
(Dlet. of Chr. Biog. Vole4,p.828). From the 1ist of Tertulllan's writ-
ings we know that these questions were sbly aspwered, frankly and terse—
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In his "Apology" (47) the Africen liontanist also shows that in
preaching the law to the heathen, they often suffered rebukes, If
they reached hell, the heathen had their pyriphlegethon, a river of
flame in the regions of the dead; they, therefore, did not care to !
hear of a new'"river of flame", If paradise was held up to them, they |
had theilr Elysian fields.

4) The Christian Attitude Toward Roman Corruption.

Sacrifice to the
nany Roman gods was particularly horrible to the Christian church,
The congrogatl ns in North Africe firmly resis ted Rome;s demands to
pray to 1dols. Tertullian fells us why vhen he witess ™7e do not
offer sacrifice for others for tha same reason tﬁat we do not for our-
8elves == namely, that your gods are not at all the objects of our wor-
ship. ¥e are mccused of sacrilege and treason., This 1s the chlef
gronnd of the charge agalnst us == nay, it is the sum-total of our offend-
ing.==- We do not worship you gods, becauss we now that there are no
such beings, == Only if your gods were truly so, would there be mny
obligation to render divine homage to them," (Tert. Apol. 10). In the
same book (16) Tertullian holds their gods up to ridlcule and chides
tham for their st 11y bedlefs, They themselves, he shows, state that
Jupiter is of humsn origin; he, then, !s no godl Their entire religicn
speaks of no "god-maker", vet they have and recelve new gods continuallye.
The u~ive ‘se was once created, furnished, and supplied with all good
things. "Theve 1s nothing walting for “aturn and his race to do. Men
wl1] mare fools of themselves 1f they refuse to believe that from the
very £irst raln poured down fron the sky, and stars gleamed, and light
shone, snd thunders roared"} It shows the absence of all good reason

to elect Mmmarity to divinity. Yet, the pagans deify the vilest crininal
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Socrates, for h's wisdom, Polyorates, for good fortune, Croesus, for his
wealth, Cato, Sclplo, and Pompey. The, scoring the cruelties and wicke
edness of the loman gods, he adds (14):"Things 1llke these should not
be made public if they are truej and if false, they should not be
fabrisated among people professing a great ruspect for religion,”

In chapter 35 he indicates that the Christians did not take part
in the variaus festivals of their heathen fellowmen. They did not cover

He proceeds to ask them why they do not deify the"good" heathen, Geep g
|

thelr doorposts with the laurel wrcath nor intrude upon the day with
lamps, as was the custom of the pagans on various festivals, The shows
of the heathen were s trictly forbldden by the church, The Montahist
writds:"We renounce d 1 your spectacles, as strongly as we renounce all
the matters originating them, which we know were conceived by supersti-
tion, wvhen w: give up the very things which mpe the basis of their
representations. Auong u;a, nothing is ever sald, or seen, or heard,
vhich has anything in cormon with the madness of the cirous, the
imnodesty of the theater, the atrocities of the arema, the useless
exercises of the wrestling-ground". (Tert. Apol.38).

The shows originated from idolatry. For that very reason they
are to be avoided. They herald the gldry of Bacchus, of Neptunme, and
Mars. The arena 1tself 1s chilefly consecrated to the god of the sun,and
in ianoae midst the sun-tem;le is erected, Its image shines forth from
the temple sumilt. (Tert. On the Shows,5). Pas:lonatee xcitetient 1s
unbecoming of the Christians. Since this is found in the spectacles of
ke arena, Christims are to keep from them, Tertulllsn describes the
mohs with the wordss"See the people coming to it slready under strong
emotin, slready tumltous, alresdy passion blind, already agltded
by their bets." (Tert. On the Shows,16). In chapter 18 he speaks of the

—



148,

- et

"foolish racing and throwing feats, and yet more foolish leapings.”
Later he calls the wrestlers art"a devils thing",

By attending the shows (24) one broke the baptismal pledge,
and, therefore, (25) Tertullian exhorts:"For ho¥ monstrous it is to
go from God's church to the devil's -- from the sky to the dtye, as they
say; to ralse your hands to God, and then to woary them in the applause

B

of the actor; out of the mouth from which you u:tered Amen over the
Holy. Thing, to give witness to a gladiator:s fervor; to cry"forever"
to any one else but God and Christ." (Tert. On the Shows, 25). The
Kontanist (26) practically frightens the Christians from atiending the
shows by relating the tale that a certaln woman sho was a Christlan
went to the shows and came back possessed, and of aother who 1in her
slepp saw a linen cloth after visiting the theater. She also &&#‘the

$ actor's name &n the cloth mentloned with strng disapproval. Flve
days later she was dead.

Contrary to Biblical and Lutheran doctrine, Tertulllan taught that
it was wrong for a Christian to participate in warfare for the defence
of his homeland, The liontanist apguess"Shall he forsocoth keep watch-
service for others more than for Christ, or shall he do 1t on the
Lord's Day, when he does not even #o it for Christ Himself? &nd shall
he keep guard before the tlgples which he has remounced. And shall he
take a meal where the Apostle has forbidden him? And shall he diligently
protect by night t:ose whom in the daytime he has put to ¥light by
his exorcisms, leaning and standing on the spear thewhile with which
Christ's side was pierced?" (Tert. The Chap. 1). In these words Yert-
ullisn shows himself the true liontanist; 1t 1s a typlcal argrment
of his iontanistic days. He sings the praises of a certain soldier who

- refused crown for victory in warfare in the same chapterj atatings
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" At once he put away thc heavy cloak, his disburdening commenced;

he loosed from his foot the miltary shoe, beginning to stand on holy
'grqmd, he gave up the sowrd, which was not neceesary either for the
protection of our Lord; from his hand likewise dropred Nge laurel
erown; and now, purple-clad, with the hope of his owmn blood, shod with
the preparation of the goepel, completely eqlitpped with the Apoatle:a
armour, and crowned more white thsh the vhite crown of martyrdom,

he awalts in prison the largess of Christ, " (Tert. The Cahp.l).

6) Christian liarriage.

liarriage was considered sacred in the Christian
church from the begirning. It was held up as a divine union between
man and wife for the promotion of happiness, the exercise of virtue, the
restraint of undue passions, and for the establishment of home-11ife,
vhich 1s the foundation of the nation, Tertullian gives us a fine
description of the blessedness of marriage, especlally that of two
Christians. It followss" What kind of yoke 1s that of two bellevers,
partakers of one hope, one desire, one discipline, one and the same
service? Both are brethren, both are fellow-servants, no difference
in the spirit or the flesh, nay, they are really"two in one flesh'.
Vhere the f£losh is one, one 1s the spirit too. Together they pray,
together prostrate themselves, together perform their fasts; mtually
teaching, mutually exhorting, mutually sustalning. Equally they are
both found in the church of God, equal 1y at the banquet of God, equa=
1ly in straights, in persecutions, in refreshments. Neither hides ought
from the other ; neither shuns the other; neither is troublesome to
the other. The sick is visited, the indigent 1s relievedj alms are
glvip without danger of ensuing tomant} sacrifices attended with

seruple; dally diligence discharged without impcdiment; there 1s no

RS TIImmmmmm



- 40U e tl

steady sighing, no trembling greeting, no mute benediction., Between the
two echo psaliis and hymns; and they mutually challenge each other whieh
ehall better chant to the ILord. Such things, when Christ hears and
seesji e joys. To these ‘o sends His own reace.” (Tert. "To his Wife,"
1}. 8).

| Dr, Schaff shows that, according to "0n Eonogamy"ll and "On
Chastity" 4-|Tertu111an taught marriage as a religious act, though not
pm;perly a sacrament. It was sealed 'b-y the offering of holy mommunion
in the prasanc'e of t.he congregation, The nuptial ring as a symbol of
the union was retained from the Jewish ceremon!:ol joustom, though
other things of the Jews were discarded. The catacombs show men and
women joining hands in token of the marriage vow,

lionogamy alone was pormissablej as also Soriptures teach, Gen.

2,24 and Matt.19,5. Writes Tertullian:™ We do not indeed forbid the

union of man and woman, blessed by God as the seminary of the human race,
and devised for the replenishment of the humem »eee earth »nd the fun-
nishing of the world, and,therefore, permitted, yet singly. For Adam

was the one husband of Eve, and Eve his one wife, one woman, one riv",
{tert."To his Wife] 2).

Though marriage was regarded highly, celibacy was considered
preferable., The Montanist wrs.téss "There 1s no place at all where we
:;ead that nuptials are prohibited; of course, on the ground that they
are a "good thing". What,however,: is better than this good, w- learn
from the apostle, who perm'ts marrying indeed, but prefers abstinence”.
(Tert, The Chap. 3). Waterman holds that "Tertullian began advooating
widowhood as superior to second marriage in "Ad Umorem", and thence
In an ascending scale in the witings: "On the Exhortation to Chastity®,

"on Single Harriage", and "On lModesty". (Watermsn,l.c.p. 301).
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The seme idea 1s entertained by Cyprian in his "De Habitu Virgimm", !
In his customary langmage he calis those unmarried the "flowers of
‘the church", :

Mixed marriages were condemned by the volce arid authority of the !
church, Tertullian classed such marriages with adultery. He writes: |
" If we look deeply into his meanings, snd interpret them, sefond
marriage will have to be termed no other than a specles of fornication,
{Tert. Exhor. to Chast. 9). With the Apostle he argnes that celidacy =
is preferable at this time., In that event, then, second marriage: |
is aurel'y/n"ot pleasing to God. It 1s not expedient, he argues. By
eonqt"axi;e one can practlce a better life of samctity. What is poverty
for the flesh is gain for the spirite Though there were mixed marriages
in Paul's days, that fact does not legalize them. lixed marr!.aguﬁig'"

} egainst the ordinacnce of God. Paul advises no dissolving of mixed
marriages which were made before the individuals were convercted to

Christlimity, In the dally affalrs of 1life untold diffSculties ardse
foom mixed marriages. If a Christlan wife attends the paschal fastivals
the entire night, hor heathen husband naturally suspects her of evil.
On Sundays he will not go with her to church but wi 1 dofame the day
in her presence. She cannot ofier hospitallty to tne stranger; the
heathen home was closed to foreigners or travellers. lioreover, she
would have to attend the heathen festivals and chub meetings with her
husband, places‘Wwhich the church forbids her to go. The lontanist fin-
ally asks:"What will her lmsband sing to her, or she to her msband?
From the tavern, I suppose, she who sups with God, will hear some-
what! From holl, what mention of God arises? What invocatlon of Christ"?
(Tert. The Chap. 6). Dr. Schaff indlcates that Cyprimmdrriage with

unbelievers a prostitution of the members of Christ,
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’ Second-marriage was frowned upon by the church in Horth Africa,
It wa: p=rmttted by God's indulgence, but 1t should slways give way
to God's discipline, argues the Montanist, The exaltation of celibacy
wrought this aversion to repeated marriage, This was particualrly -
true in the case of widows. The death of the lmsband was a call to i
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a 1ife of a_bst:!.nenoe and"true chastity." "Therefore, when through the
will of God, the husband 1s deceased, the marriage likewise, by the will |
of God, deceases. Why should you restore what God has put an ond to?

|

- Why do you, by repeatiig the servitude of matrimony, spurn the liberty !

{
vhich 1s offered wout" (Tert."To his Vife] 7). The same author advisea |
his wife never to remarry in the even of his early death. However,

he outlived her by many yesrs. Only liontanistie tendencies could have
led Tertullian to make such demands upon his pecple as these. ile had
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no true Scr ptural grounds for refusing second-marriage to hls people.

6) Prayers. -
The z;ealist!.c Africans agreed with one wolce thqt prayer

was necessary for a true spiritual Christian life. They taught that
prayer was the soul of fhe Chri stiaﬁ 11fe and character. One's entire
11fe should be a 1ife of pr'ayer. Prayer in North Africa was da_ily

and very frequent. It was regarded as the Christian's strong bul-

wark against the enemies of. the soul. As today in Christian ho-es,
prayers were nade at meal times. At every turn of aofivity during the
day the Chris tisns prayed, as was shown before under the heading
"Chritian arf". The sign of the cross with prayerful thoughts arcor=
panied them throughout the day and far lnto the night. In his treatise _
on prayer Tertullian adds the remark:" But withal, 1t becomes bellevers
not to take food, and not to go to the bath, before 1nte_rposing a
prayer.-- You will not dismiss a brother who has entered your house

R —— T




T I

153'.

' d.thout prayer." (Tert. On pray.25). During his exile Cyprian exhorted
his .f:l.ock to common prayer. It was gustomary to pray for the church

and foar the heathen in the common and private prayers of the church,

Wirites Tertulllan:"wWithout ceasing for all ocur emperors we offer prayer. ;
We pray for life prolonged; for security to.the empire; for protection
to the 1rperlal ho':sej; for brawve armies; a falthful senate, a virtuous

people, the world at{least, whatever, as man or Usesar, an emperor would

SR s &" <o

wish." (Tert. Apol. 30). :
The cust mary posture during prayers was sitting, as the kontan-
ist shows in his book on prayer (16). The hands were usually elevated

(17). During the joyous Pentecost season and on Sundays the congrega-
tion stood vhlle praying. From other remarks i1t seems that lmceling
vas also done during prayer in tho church. As far as the time of

; prayer was concerned, lertulllian says, "Nothing at all has beeon pre-
soribed, except "to pr-y at every time and every place", However,
(28) he wites that the hours of three, six, and nine are more solemn
than the other hours. To show true humiliation the volce was subdie d
(17). Dr. Schaff holds that there were special forms of prayers in use
at this time. "The familiar "expectore" and the "sine monitore" of
Tertullian prove nothing against this". (Schaff,l.c.p.378). The Lord's
Prayer was In genersl use. Tertullian glves a detalled interpretation
of it glause for clause in his treatise "On Prayer". Dr. Schaff shows
that, as the creed, so also the lord's Prayer was rostricted to the com-
municants. This 1s explelned by the fact that the fourth petidion was
taken as referriéng to the Eucharlat. |

The great African Montanlst glves us a fine description of prayer

at the close of his treatise on the same. It 1s considered a gem.
feeling,end the grieving

falth may know what

He exults:" It supplies the suffering,and the
with endurance; it emplifies grace by virtue, that
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& Oho obtalns from the Lord, understands what, for God's sake, she
suffers.=-- The prayer of &he rightecusmess averts all God's anger,
keeps bivauac on behalf of personal enemies, makes supplication on

belialf of persécutors. Is it a wonder if 1t knous how to extort the

B

rains from the henvens == (prayer), which was 'nce leé to procure its
fires? Prayer 1ls alone that which wanquishes God. But Christ has willed
that 1t be operative for no evil: He has conferred on it d1 its vir-
tﬁe &n tho cause of good. And so it Imows nothing save how to recall
the souls of the departed from the very path of death, to transform
the weak, to restare the slck, the purge the possessed, to opon
prison=-bars, to locose the bonds of the innocent, Likewlse, it wathes away
faults, r.pels temptations, extinguslhes persecutlions, consoles the
faint-spirited, cheers the high-psizited, escrts travellers, appeases
i wvaws, makes robbers stend aghast, nmrishes the poor, governs the
rich, wpralses the fallen, arrcsts the falling, corfirms the standing.
Prayer is the wall of falth: her arms and misseles against the foe
vho keeps watch ovor us on all sides. 4nd, so never walk we unarmed,
By day we be mindful of Statlion; by night, of vigil. Undecr the arms
of prayer guard we the standard of our General; awalt we ln prayer
the angella trump, The angels likewise all pray; every crcature prays;
cattle snd willd beasts pray and bend thelr kn ees; and when they tassue
from their layers and lalrs, they look up heavenwerd with no idle mouth,
making their br eath vibrate after their own manner. ilgy, the birds
too, rising cut of the nest, upraise themselves heavenward, and, in-
stead of hands, empand the oross of their wings, and say somevhat
to seem 11ke prayer. What more then, touching the office of prayer?
Even the Lord Himself prayed; to whom be honor and virtue ugto the
ages of ages." (Tert. On Pray. 29).

_
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Prayers for the Dead:

In the Horth African Church, Tertulllan writes,
“As often as the amiversary comes arcund, we meke offerings for the |
dead as birthday honors." (Tert. The Chap. 3). fhera was a great
veneration for the martyrs. "Prof. Swete in an exhaustive article

on the mm bjects of prayer for the dead in the first four centuries
calls attentiom to the fact that the Church in North Africa was the
first community, as far we we lmow, which preferred the Eucharist
for the heneBlt of the departed." This may have been due in the firs
instance to liontanistic 19fﬂ16ncea, but 1t spon became general at
Carthage. " (Donaldson,l.c.p. 87). The widow offered sacrifice and
prayer for the soul of her dcparéed husband. The liontanlst writes:
"Indeed, she prays for his soul, and requests refrcshment for him mean-
thile, and fellowship for him in the first resurrection; and she |
offerses sacrifice on the anniversary of his fglling asleep. For, unless

she does these deeds, she has in the true sensc divorced him, as far

as in her 1ies,." (Tert. On Honog. 10). So also Arnobilus: "At the end

of the tihird century that"African" Arnobius speaks of the Christlan
churches (conventicula) in wilch peace and pardon were asked for all -=-

for those still 1iving and for those freed fram the bond of the _bod!.es."
(Adv. Gentes,4,36). (Hastings,l.e._p.21,Vol.10).

A :sencral summary of the co'mnemoration ceremony for the martyred
saints ig glven by Hastings in the words:" The people assembled at the
place of his torture or at his grave, generally on the annlversary
ot-ffg've of his death, held an agape, snd then, in the church, celebr-ted
‘n!.; heroic feith by an addrcss.” (Hastings,l.c.p. 718,Vole. 3).

No doubt the Roman Catholle custom of liass anniversaries and thialir

incorecct teaching of purgatory originated fram this early Chr! stian

custom of prayers for the dead and martyr anniversarles,

_——
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7) Fasting.
The Jowish custom, eppe_cial 1y predominent among the

Pharisees, of hold'ng certain fasts, el prevalled in the first cen-
turles in the Christlian church. On these days the pious would devote
their tho ghts to heavenly things, would no do work, and partake of no
food, sa as not to be dlstracted by earthly things, They folt that 1t
provoked a deeper cons:cration. Tertullian mentions the custom in his
gn Fasting) 15. His iiontanistic writings are replete 'ith exhorta=
tlonsi'and glorifications of the Christian fast. Vednesdays and Fri-
days wer- chosen as half-day fasts in coumemoration of the passion
and crucifixion of Christ, The Jewlsh custom of fasting on liondays and
Thussdays was disbanded, for we read in the Didache:" Let not your fasts
be with hypocrltes, ior they fasts on londays and Thursdnys, but do you
fasts on ednesdays and Fridays," (Lake Edition, p.32l1).

Tertullian mentions the "xerophagy" frequently. Waterman eiplains:
"Some devoted persons adled to thelr fasts a "xerorhagy", a dry food
diet, which meant that when they did come to eat .anything, they would
still swallow no water, no milk, no broth, nol no even fruit julce to
moisten their dry "ips". (Vaterman,l.c.p. 300). The adults also
fasted before communion. "The first writer who alludes to this custom
1s ‘ertullisn ( ad uxor. 2,5: "quod secreto ante cibum gustes”,--=

ef. also (de Yrnt.19); but there is no hint that it was a novelty in
his day." (Hastings,l.c.Vol. 5,p. 768).

8) Ascetlc Tendencles.

The germs of asceticlsm appe-r in the
liontenistic writings of Tertullian. Though it is true that the Christ-
fms dld not at the enrly date separate themselves fron the world and
lend n secluded 1life of recluse 1ln the desert, yet, as Dr. Neander
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well states, there were many in the bosom of the emrch who led a

et

quiet 1life, vho labored with their hands for sustenance, never ma rried,
set aside specilal days for salf-axamlmtim and devotion, and did all
for the advancement of the kingdom of Christ, They mers kmown as abe
stenlents or continentes. That there was so separation from the world
by these continentes 1s told by Tertullian, who in hls "Apology"

states that they were not Brahmins, or Gymnosophists who dwell in the

woods, but felloweitizens and dwellers with others. le =rites:"So we
sojourn with you in the world, ebjuring nelther forum, nor shamblcs,

nor bath, nor hooth, nor workshop,’ nor inn, nor we:kly market, nor

T L A

anyotfer place of commerce.-- in the variosu arts we make public
property of our works for your benefit". (Tert. Apod. 42)}.

This pious life later became corrupted with some. As was

Teg ¥

to be expected, thore were those who were hypocritical in so dolng.
wrBles Keander: "This falsely conceived opposition to the world had
already becodn the mask for the worldly t-mper, :hich would affect the

g pearance of holiness, or sought to galn an easler life && the expense
of the church. Cyprisn had to "rite a tract of admonitlon and warning
againat the showy dress and display which had crept in among the rich
virgins at Carthage, vho had consecrated themselves to God." (Le.cep.277).

9) Charity.
I:a general, the spirit of Christian charity was followed

in the lio'th ;ifrican Church. The fathers make continued reference to

it, praising it as a blessed work for Cchrist snd His church, As we

have before indicated, the services closed with the charity colle¢tion. .
The agape also was closely connected with the distribution of chiarity.
lonceaux, Dr. Donaldson reports, r_egaiided the vhole development of

the Christien organized church as a"vast mutual aid soclety".

_%—
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= The church also came to the ald of their poverty stricken country-
; men. Thelr charity did not extend to their own brethren only. At one
time the Berber tribes pressed dn from the mountains on the south and
carried away a multitude of Christians for ramsom into captivity,.
They were brought back by ransom money colledted by Cyprian. The sixty-
six bishops of the third council at Carthage added a small collection,
Waterman reports. At this time the blshop of Carthage was able to
send 100,000 sesterces to the eight parishes suffering by the depri-
vation of the Berber tribes, This amaint of money was equal to about
$4,000,.00 in our American mney. _

In 252 Carthage suffered from a most terrible plague. The people
died like flies from a sort of malignant typslhd fever, Waterman saysj
"It was of a pestilential power difficult for the modern reader to '
conceive. === It appeared frist fram Ethiopla in 250, and 'raged up and
down the Romsn Empire for some 20 years." (L.c.p. 394). The plague
took a great toll of lives all over the world. There were horrible
secenes and horrible deaths. Rome 1s rei)orted to have seen 5,000 deaths
in one day. Alexandria lost helf of its population.It visited well nigh
every house. ‘there life was spared it left prostration, deafness,
and blindness, The rich fled to all parts of the empire to escape 1t;
the tnleves plundered and pillaged their homes 1ln theixr absence,

In tho larger citles the éick were thorwn into the streets to die there.
As a result a ranlc broke out in Carthage. However, Cyprian came to

the rescue at this hour. e cdlled his flock together and "delivered
such sn nddreds as would have converted the whole heathen population,
1f they could have heard it. At least, so thought the deacon Pontius".
(Watorman,l.c.p. 364). A sort of Red Cross was organlzed imediately

to nurse the slck, to care for the homeless, and, sbove all, to bury
the dead. Great suc~ess afftcnded Gyprian:.s efforts. For thil‘ decd he
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received the com:endation of the heathen world., In his tract "On Work
and Almsdeeds” Cy:rian exhorts his members to charity, In his 35%4etter
he states:" I request that you will dillgently take care of the widows,
of the s18k, and of dl the poor. lorsover, you may supply the expenses
for strangers, 1f any shonld bc indégent from my own fortune which I
left with Rogatianus." The bilshop wrote this letter to his flock dur-

ing his absence in exlle, s himself lived up to his precachings; when
converted to the Christlan falth, he sold his property and gave the
money to the poor. Brotherly love in North Africa was or a high
plane. How far difierent was 1t from the manifest hatred and disregard
of d1 fcllow=belngs anong‘ the heathen Romans}

10) Decency of Dress.
Tertullian, in true kontanist fashion, repeatedly

varns agalnst all display in dress such as the heathen women show
in the temples and on the streets, In his "On the Aprarel of iiomen",
book one, he uses strong words in denouncing the least ostentation
of dress, though in book two of the same title he somewhat modifiles his
statements. To the wmmen'or Carthage and the vicinity he writes:"Not
merely must the pageantry of flctitious and elaborate beauty be rejected
by you; but that of ewven natural grace, as equally dangerous to the
glances of the (beholder's) eyes'., (Tert. On Appe Of Vioe II.p3)e
Iikewlse in chapter 5 he statess " How unworthily the Christisn name to
wear a fictitious £ase, (you), to whom simpliclty in every form iam

*  enjolnedl =-- to lie in your o pearance, (you), to vhom (lying) with
the tongue is not lewful == to seek after- that of another's, (you),
to who;n is delivered the (precept) of your meln, (you), vho make
modesty y-ur study". In the same treasise (7) he chides the women for

dressing their halr extravagantly and coloring it. "Whd service,

T
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again, does all the labor spent in arranging the halr render to salva-
tion? VWny 1s no rest allowed to your halr, which mut now be bound, now

loosed, nor cultivated, not th!.nned a1 t? Some are anxious to force

thefr halr into curls, some let 1t hang loose and flyingj; hot with
good simpliclty; besides which you affix I know not vhat emormities of

subtle amd toxtlle perukes”. - Tertullim also bemoans the fact that
the Christian women wore gems and preclous robes for the mere sake of
ostentation. In place of dlamonds and the onyx stone he holds that it
fould be far more prope: to bodeck oneself with coal and iron; these
products of the earth are at legst serviceable to man!

The veiling of the virgins was a burning question in Carthage
during Tertullian's daya. Here was the problem: The Ghr.ltl.!.nn women
gpemred velled everywhere, in church and on the street. The vell des-
eribed thelr status, However, the Christlan virgins had a cholce of
thrce things, to appear velled everywhere, to be velled in ths streets
only, but unveiled in the cmrch, or to appear unvelled everywhero. The
Iater of these was the oldest and local custom. Tertullisn in his
"oﬁ the Velling of Virgins" strongly stood for the Tineb cul;;tmn.

iten also were not exempt from the chiding of the Hontanist,

Yo rebulke: them for plucking out thelr beard too closely, for cutting

it too short, for shaving round about the mouth, for disgulising their
gray hairs vith dyes, £ixing ..each individual halr with a vomanly
pignent, smoothing the vhole body with powder, and for gazing too long

| Into the mirror.Such decorum, he says, 1s not modesty cnd 1is dis-
lpe:sing to Yod. In conclusion he utiers the true liontanistic state-
ment: "Do you go forth to meet them clready arrayed in the commetics

and ornaments of the prophets and apostels} drmming your wnlteness frow
simplicity, your ruddy hue froji modesty; painting your eyes with bash-



fulness, and your mouth with silence; implanting 'n your ears the words
of God, fitting on your nmcks the yoke of Christ. Submit your head

to your husbands, and you will be enough adorned. Busy your hands

vith gp.inning; keep your feet at home; and you will "Please" better thmn
by arraylng yourselves *- gold. Cloth yoursleves with the silk of up=-

rightecusness, the fine linen of holiness, the purple of modesty.
Thus peinted you will have God as your lover,"” (Tert. On the App. of
Wo. 13) °

11) The North African lartyrs.
The North African Chureh 1is famous for

its herolc martyrs. The martyrdom of Cyprian has already bheen men=
tioned. Followlng 1s an account of the martydom of the twelve inhabe
tiants of Seillium and of Porpetua end Felicitas,

The Scillitan ilartyrs:

the year 177 the Emperor liarcus Aure-
lius issued two edicts. The first one concerned the punishment of those
who t:-oubled the state with new religlons. The second was a co mand to
condemn to death any one who avowed himself to be a Christian, In this
same year the terrible persecutions took place in ILyons and Vienne

in southe:n Gaul. In the first year of the reign of Commdus, the succe=
essor of liarcus Aurelius, there is a record of herolic martyrdon in
North Africa., It seems that seven men and five women from Seillium,

a town of Proconsular Africa, were martyred on the 17th of July,180

at Carthage for clinging to the very end to thelr confession of faith.
In the "Acts of the Scillitan lartyrs" their nemes are recorded. Dr.
Donaldson holds that this booklet was first written in the latin lan-
guage and later trenslated lnto the Ureck. If the Latin truly has a pri-
ority to the Greek version, then, he states:;"In this vivid narrative

e e
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of the falthfulness even to the death of these North African “hristians
20 years before the close of the socond century of the Christien era,
we have the oldest chriatian- document of Christian Africa, and the ear-
liest speclmen of ecclesiastical latin. "(Donaldson,l.c.p. 125).

He adds the interesting comment:" It i1s true that Fope Victor, whose
Pontificate at Rome probably belongs to the years 189-198 or 199,

is called by S. Jerome the earliest Christian writer of Latin. But
not a word written by him survives.-- From the "Liber Pontificalis"

we learn that he was a native of Africa.” (Donaldson,l.c.p. 125-6).

The scene for the trial of the Sclllitan martyrs is laid in
Carthage in the chamber of the proconsulate, who is Saturnius. He it
is who cormenc s the lnterrogation, He tells them that if they recant
thelr errors and accept the pagan belief they will be glwen freedom.
Speratus, the spokesman fon the martyrs, states that they have nothing
vhatsoever to rccant. They, he says, are falthful citizens and are
gullty of no breach of the law. Wthen the proconsulate saw that he could
have no success with the firm Speratus, he proceeded to influence to
others. But he falled to pursuade them. The men as well as the women
i-‘smained firm in the falth. Thereupon a resplte of 30 days wss grantéd
them. ‘Rome hoped that they would recant in the meantime. However, at
the end of thc allotted time they affirmed that they would ever re-
main £{%& Christians. It was a sirple reply with no ostentation or
remorse. The confession was that of a pure conscience, 'ith constamt
prayer they lo-ked to God for help in this hour of trial, They were
condemned to die by the sword gas a result of their &% falth, The
verdict was received with joy. They knew that a bapt_ln of blood would
be theirs, This story £ only illustrative of the heroism manifested

by thousands of martyrs in the early days in North Africa..



The Mart m of Perpetus and Felicitass
c e learn from Spartianus

that when Septimius Severus was in Palestine in the year 202 he issued

an edict forbldding under severe penalties the admission of prosely-

tes to the Jewlsh religlon, He made the same edict apply to the Christ-
ians. The effect of this reprcssive actj was felt by the fol owing spring
in North Africa. ‘Here lilnuclus Timinianus was proconsul of the pro=-

vince, but he dled before his term of office had expired and was
- succeeded by iilarianus. There is an d lusinn to this same Hllarian
in Tertullien "Ad Scagpulam" IIT. under vhose rule the populace were

repre sented as clamouring for the suppressiom of the cemeteries, which
afforded legal status to the éhristian commnity as a population re=-
cognized by the law. It 1s no doubt owning to this popular disfavor,
stimlated by the Emper-or:s a dverse edicts, that a party of five Christ-
ians, three men and two women, wer exposed to the wild beasts in the
amphitheater of Carthage on liarth 7th,203,

Those involved in this famous martyrdom&re two young.catechumens,
Revocntus and his fellow-servant Fellcitas, Saturninus and Secundulus,
and ch'ef of dl, Perpe tua, a lady of noble birth, liberal'y educated,
married, 1iving wlth hor father end mother, havipg an Infant son in
her arms. ''hen Perpetua's father learned of his dnughtor:s inprisonment,
he pleadingly tried to make ﬁer .recant and deny the faith, But she ataunch
ly rofused. Her falth was too great. Later she was baptized with the
prison-partners and awalted peacefully her death sentence. In a vision
she 1s sald to hawe learned that her martyrdom was soon to take place.

At thils time her father agatn beseeched her. But she confortsih'm ine
stead. Openly and frankly she voweLherself to be a Christlan




All the prisoners+are eondemned to the wild beasts af ter they
repeatedly refused to recant and deny thelr faith, A third time Per=-
petua's fathor pleadsiwith hor for her sake and that of her child, but
to no avall. She stated that she 1:{‘:101: in her own power but in that
of God. In another vision she fights with an Egyptian and conquers him.

As a result of her victory she receives a rewawrd,

Secundalus died in prison. Fellicitas gave birth to a child while
yet in prison in the elghth month of her pregnancy. A certain sister
brought up the child ¥ér her own daughter.

On the day of the martyrdom they wsse el 1l led from the prison

. into the amphitheater. They refused to be fedecked in profane garments.
e reads™ Perpetua 1s first led in, She is tossed and falls on her loins;
and when she saw her tunic drawn from her side, she draw it over as

4 a vell from her mlddle, rather mindful of her modesty than her wuffer-

ing. Then she wns called for again, and bound up her dishevelled hair,
lest she sha:ld appear to be mourning in her glory. So she rose up and
when she saw Felicitas crushed, she approached and gave her her hand,
and lifted her upe. And both of them stood togetherj and the prutality
of the populace being appeased they were recalled to the Sanavivarian
gate". ("The Passion of Perpetua and Fellcitas", 6). Saturus who was
wounded by a leopard, exhorted the soldier who came to plerce his side.
¥hen the prisoners saw his wouids they, mindful of the s econd baptisnm,
cried, "Saved and washed, saved and washed", The others then gave each
other the holy kiss of peace and were slain with the sword, "But Per-
petua, that she might taste scre paln, belng plerced betwe n the ribs,
eried out loudly, and she herself placed the wnvering right hand of

the youthful gladiator to her throat. Bosthe "passion of Perpetua and
Pelicitas"'(%;“‘uf'& sibly such a woman could not have been slain
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unless she herself had willed it, because she was gm-oa by the im=

pure spirit."” '
There was a definite desire for martyrdm mong the early |

Christians. As this 1s also evident in other climes, it giew almost

to a passiomn in North Africa. Cyprian rppeatedly exhorts the gprisoners

to remain comstant end heralds the glory of the mtyd;l death, Epllth

8 The same thoughts gre dwellt on in his treatise "On kartyrdom"

addressed to Fortunatus: s The Christisns firmly believed that they did
Christ true honor by accepting a death like unto his, and that there-
by they earmsed for fhemne,lvea a higher degree of .bn.na in the heaven
above. Tertullian in his "Ad liartyres) comforting the martyrs, sjas:
"The world has the greater darkness, blinding men's hearts. The world
imposes the more grievous fetters, binding m:a very souls. The wrld
breathes out the worst impurities - human lusts. The world contd ns the
larger number of criminals, even the whole humm race, == Let us

drop the name of prison; let us call it a place of retiremmnt. Though

the body is shut in, the the flesh in confined, sl 1 Ehirgs are open to
the spirit." (Tert. To the “art. 2).
Desoribing the nature of the sufferings the martyfs were forced

_to endure, Tertullian writcs:" The martyr pines in prison under the

cmuellest privatims of light, in banishment m tho world, amidst
squalor, filth, and noisome food, witho: t freedom oo sleep, for he
1s bund on its very pallet and mangled in Afs bed of straw; vhen at
length before the public view he is racked by every kind of torture
thet can be devised." (Tert. On the Reswrr. of the Fle. 8).

The death of a martyr was considered a second baptism with merits
equal snd avoBe that of the first baptism. Vrites the Montanist:" Ve
have indeed likewise a second bapshsm font (1tself withal one with the

s




J
3

166, e

former) of blood, to wit; concerming which the Iord said, "I have to
be baptized with a baptism", vhen He hnd been baptized already, For
!o had come"by mneans of water and blood" just as John has‘ writtens

that He might be baptised by the water, glorified by the blood: to ,_
moke us likewise called by the water, chosen by blood." (Tert. On Capt. 15):’; '
Persecution, agrues fertullian cames from God. Even In the face i.
of death, one 1s not to flee from it; God thereby secks to try men's i
faith. He writes: "Then, 1t 1s evidcnt from whom persscution proceeds, '
~we are able at once to satlisfy your doubts, and to decide from these

introductory  marks alone, that men should not flee in it. "(Tert.

"on Flight in Pe-secution,™ 4). In this opinion the true lfontanist
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appears; 1t 1s typleal of "'ertullian's stern nature, Cyprian, we know,

did not follow his mastar's advice. He went into exile during the
l?'ccian persecution ,
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Such is in bold outline the status of the Christian church in

o s

North Africa in the age of Tertullian and Cyprian, liany are the lessons
which it has to offer us. Its stalwart_ confession of the true faith

in the face of death, its abhorrence for the immoral 1life of the
heathen, its rejectisn of all heretical doctrines in the Christian
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church, and 1ts insistence on through instruction in the Christian

fundalientals togethey with a clean life that 1s acceptable and pleasing b

—

to Christ through ceaseless prayer and wothip, are some of the noble !
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glfts which this church has bestowed upon posterity. Without a daubt,
the glory of this church 1s accountable largely to the heroic leader-

P—

ship of its falthful fathers whom God sent to lead 1t through the trials
of the first centurtes. Their glorious deeds shine to this day like
beacan 1lights in the Christian Church throughout the world,

L —
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APPENDIX,
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1) Archaeological Discoveries.
Archaeologlical discoveries have shown

Uarthage to be a wery religims oity. The spade has revelaed in the city
three isolated but contiguous tomples. The csatral one is dedicated

to Jupiter Optimus and Maxims. The others are devoted to the worship
of Juno, the patbon goddess of Carthage, and kinerva., "As late as the
fifth century Salvian complains that there were many who professed
Christianity and yet preferred the worship of Juno Coelestis to that

of Christ =- even in her day of ruin her temple r mained majestie”.
(Dictton. of Chr. Balge Vol.4,p. 863).

Rellcs of dif. eront ages and many civilizations are found in
the city. VWirites Cobern:" Church history,as shown by Christian basilicas;
Roman colonial 1life, architccture, and art over a long period; the
culture and cults of Phoenlelan Uarthage, and the remainders of still
egrlier Egyptian control =-- dll are found there, The liosalcs are
among the most complete and beautiful found anywhere, even 1n Pompeil
and Herculanum and ittustrate Roman conceptions of life.

Christian remains -- as the “asilica of St. Cyprian v th rosalss
(carrying faces of Sts. Follcltas and Porpetua, merty#s of Yarthage) -
discovered heneath Arab tombs; Roman cisterns and dwellings; Hysantine
depdsits; and Funic tombs, all are found there in r-markshle profusion
in successive strata. "(Cobern, "The New Archaeological Discomeries”,
Pe 703 (appendix).

The smthor continues to show that of speclal Interest to
Biblical scholars are the temples of Tanit and Pgal-Amron. Both temples
g0 back to the terrible rites of infant sasrifice. The upper levels
of strata have furnished objects of 'andal, Bysantine, Bomen, end Chrsjf
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ian origin. Over 200 Christisn lamps have been uncovered, two erosses

of bronze, a stone tomb bearing the napes of martyrs, four great
basilicas, eleven other churches, and an amphitheater, In the Funie
levels are the Tanit remains and the Punic tombs. Here are found the most
laﬁpl, pottery, jewels or emeralds, rubles, vases, and altar-shaped
votive stones with names of the ded’cants,

Only a small part of the eity has been uncovered. Difiiculties
are arising for the excavators there bhecause of the high cost of the
soll. The land is rapidly being purchased for the purpose of constructe
ing seashore resorts. Expemsiwe villas ar: belhg erected. The purchase
price for the ground is therefore so tremendous 1§ makes archacologl-
¢-1l work almost prohibitlive. Excavations have just hefjun at Utlca,
Cobern states. The ground is on a large pract of ground_owned by
french countse. That fat makes excavation work more feasible. The area
for mndreds of miles south of Carthage is stlll unexcavated. Today
alrplanes are being used to do to work of the archaeologist in
North Africa.

2) The Viorks of Tortullian. :
A table of the Hontanistla works

as arrenged by Dr. Xaye in the "Ante-Nicene ‘athersjfII} follows:
1. Premontanist (probably). '
i De Poenltentia,

De VUratione.
De Baptismo.
; Ad Uxorem 1.
Ad Uxorem 1i.
) A4 liartyres.
) De Patilentia.
) Adv., Judaeos.
) De Praescr. Haeret.
2. llontanlist geertainlz!.

10) Adv. #arc.i.
11) Adv., larc.il.
12) De Anima,

13) Adv. Marc.ii’-_.
14) Adv,. ®arc.iv.



to Tertullian, as also "The Passion of Perpetua and Felicitas".
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15) De Carne Christi.
16) De Resurrectione Carnis.

17) Adv, Narc. v.

18) Adv. Praxeam.

19) Scorplace.

20) De Cornne RMilitis.

21) De Virginibus Velandis.
22) De Exhortione Castitatis.
23) De Fuga 1n Persecutione.
24) De Honogamia. '
25) De Jejuniis,

26) De Pudicitia,

3. lontanist (probably}.

27) Adv, Valentinianos,

28) Ad 8capulam,

29) De Spectaculis,

30) De Idololatria.

31) De Cultu Feminarum 1.
32) De Cultu Feminarum 11,

4. Viorks respecting which nothing certaln can be pronounced. |

33} Apologeticus,

34) Ad Nationes, 1.

35) Ad Nationes, 11,

36) De Testimonio Animae.
37) De Pallio.

38) Adv. Hermogenen,

Besides these works wvarious religlous poems have been ascribed

/\3 ,) The Works of Cyprian.

The warks of Cyprian thich treat of the
moral , apologetical, and practical aspect of life are usually ol ss-
ified as follows:

1) The 83 Epistles of Cyprian,

2) The 12 Treatises of Cyprian.

3) The Seventh Council of Carthage under Cyprlan. lany anonymous
trestises are also attributed to Cyprian.

4) The HModern Division of North Africa.

At the present day
North Africa is divided into the states of liorocco, corresD%
to the anclent Liauratania Tingitana, Algeria, corresponding to

mclent Mauratania Caesariensis, and Tunis, corresponding to the
ancient Africa Proconsularis. A’br:lef account of these three lands follows,

N
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a) Morocco.
— . Protectorate of France washed by the waters of the

Mediterranean Sca and Atlantic Ocean, with wxjue inland limits, des-
oribes modern liorocco, It was conquered by the Arabs in the 8th cen-
tury, and Chrlistians wore sold as slaves as late as 1800, Its govern-
ment 1s an absolute autocracy under a sultan. His power, however, is
more or less limited by religlous influences, The climate is warm and
the costal soil fertile, though the southern section suffers from
droughts. The type of cultivation is very primitive. Tropical and sub-
tropical fruits are the principal m Goatskins are an irportant

export and manufactureks of leather, silk, jewelry are of some value,
The inhablitants are chiefly Berbers and Arabs of mixed blood. The esti-
mated area 1s- 219,000 square miles and there are two caplitals, Fesz

in the north and Horocco in the south. Tangler 1s the chief city on

the sea.

b) Algeria.
‘ Algeria 1s a Fremch possession lying on the liediterr-

gnean Sea. The aboriginal inhabitants are Numidians. It was successfully
subdued by the Romans, Vandals, and Mh. and was warred against,
successfully, by the United States in 18165 for its piratical activities.
It 1s an exceedingly mo ntdnous country, traversed by the lofty Atlas
Range and desert land prevalling to the south, The climate is mild and
healthful, except in the marshy reglons. The country contains numerous
salt lakes. The chief industry of North Africa 1s agriculture, of
vhich the orsnge, date, citron, pomegranate, almond, fig, cereals,

and potatoes are the chief products. The fauna end flora are typical

of Mediterranean corntries, and tendor plants llke the rose and ger-
anium bloom all winter. The fisheries are valuable and minerals and
livestock form an important source of income. North Africa has 2,000

S



miles of rallway and 10,000 miles of telegraph and telephone wires.
Algiers 1s the capital and leading seaport. Other important cities are
Oran and Constantine. All legislation is by the French government,
and 1t 1s executed by an appointed governor-general,

¢) Tunisia. '
1sia 1s an ancient Roman province which was later

successfully 1nva&eﬂ by French, Spanish, and Turkish forces. Under the
Turkish governors, the beys, piracy flourished. It is now a protector-
ate of France with the government administered by a French Resident-
General . Agriculture - prosecuted mainly on the fertile ocases - is

the chief occupation. The products are fruits, grapes, olives, and
nats. The fish catoh 1s of consliderable value, and mienu, soap,

and leather are the principal manufactures. The prosost-day natives
are mostly Berbers and Arabs. Under the protectorate of France commerce
has increased, having an annual total of about $45,000,000, The area
is 50,000 square miles. Tunis is the capital and also the largest city
in North Africa (excepting Egypt). The French hawe built 1,260 miles
of rallway and nearly 3,000 miles of telegraph lines.

5) lodern lilssionary Actiwity in North Africa,
In the Barbery State,

Tripoli, Tunis, Algeria, and liorocco, there is a population of over

| 14 million. The inhabltants are almost solidly lioslem. llssion work
in this land has been desparately hard due to the wild nature of the
country, long entrenched lichammedanism, and the proposition of France
and Italy fighting for control. In 1881 a Protestant soclety begen a
missim statlion in Algeria, but it had little success. At the present
P‘ time two hundred missionaries are working under the control of thir-
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tecn agencles, the North Africa iilsslion doing the most work, ¥Yisible
results have been painfully suall and the vast hinterland mmst in the
.m!.n st111 be canslidered as en unoccupied mission field.

A sad and humilliating exanple of the niscarriage of a missionary
project 1s furnished by the Gordon College at Khetun. Founded with
funds contributed by Christians In England to provido a missionary
institution in nemory of tho noble General Gordon, the college has,

through a compromising policy of the Britlish authorities, been turned
into a center of lioslem influence and teaching.
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