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OHAPTER X
IITRODUCT ION

Tha purpose of tho research presented in the following pagee is to
enable the writer to serve in a better capaciiy es o misaionery in a
foreign country. The collecting and correleting ;:f the various factors
in tho davelopment and history of the Indiz Mission during the past thir-
teen years hms been a wonderful cpportunity for éreater preporation in
entoring foreign mission worl. Another purpose for this reaa.rch is %o
bring the history of our Lutheran Church=-Missouri Synod's India lission
to n elose. Iiscionary Blmey ©. Griesse presented a thesis %o Washington
University, 5t. Louls, on the history of the lissouri Evangelical Lutheran
Indie Misslon ({.B.l.I.!Me) from the beginning of the work in 1895 through
1944, Thia present theaie will bring us to the end of an era——for the
Hisoion me grown into a sistor church of the Missouri Synod. On January
8, 1958, tho Indie Evangolical Lutheran Ohurch (I.E.Le0,) declared itself
capable of self=-government. The M.Eel.I.Ms continues to exist, but only
as o corporation recognized by tho government of India, Ithenever the
MeEoLeIole in referred %o in the following pages, the Mission itself is
neant and not the corporation. It s agsumed that the reader of this
thesis Imows that 1945 weos nob the beginning of the India Mission. A%
times, there are glances further back than 1945, alvays with the intent
of pointing out previous sctivities in a specific field of operation.

The primry source of material for this study haes been the minutes
of confersnce proceedings of the M.E.L.I.Ms The Goneral Conferences met
for four or five deys in January of the even yeara: 1946, 1948, 1950,
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1952, 1954, 1556, and 1958; %the General Conference Executive Committee
met periodically cach yoar. Also acosssible were %he minutes of the
three District Oonferences—Ambur, Trivandrum, and Nagercoil. The indi-
vidual committee minutes on most occasions were valuabls in ths area
under conoideration. These minutes were awvailable through Dr. Herman H.
Koppelmann, the Asasistent Executive Secoretary of the Board for lMiasions
in Foreign Countries of The Lutheran Ohurch--i{issouri Synod. Manusoripts,
reporta, and letters written by the various miesionaries on the field
were available. Peoriodicals such as The Lutheran Witness, The Uinaret,
National Ohristian Gouncil Review, and’ others were gleanad fqr pertinent
developmont ond data. This thesis was assembled by one who has not had
the opportunity and privilege of living in India or a situation similar
to India. Thus the panoramic view of the India Mission is seen 'I'.hro_ugh

the pages of minutes, manusoripts, and missionary reports.




OHAPTER II
THE POLITIOCAL SITUATION

Perhaps Indin has seen more changes during the last thirteen ysars
than eny other country in ths world at any period in hiastory. Ths politi-
cal, nosial, end economis life of the people has undorgone & revolutionary
change. i/hen 2 whole nation bresks away from subjection 4o another nation,
it io only natural that many significant ohanges will occur. For two
centuries Tndia was wnder British rule and domination, but on August 15,
1947, & new nation was born, for India had claimed the right to rule
itself., Under tho able leadership of !mlatma Gandhi, his disoiple,
Jawaharlel Wehru, and others, the liberation from foreign rule was ef-
fected. After the assassination of Gandhi, January 50, 1948, Pandit Hehru
wae at tho heolm of government affairs as Prime Minister of India. During
these years of turmoil and political entanglement following World Wer II
Ohriotian mission enterprises throughout the country had a feeling of
apprehension end feared explusion was just around the corner. 8Since ths
echievemsnt of independence many of these fears have proved false and
unfounded. However, the end of British rule in India did bring %o an end
the favored position which Ohristian missions ocoupied by wvirtue of their
representatives being racially comneocted with tho ruling powers.

The tendency in some parts of India was for an aggressive attitude
towards Ohristian missions and missionaries. This sction was sternly
discouraged by the President of the Oongress Party, Mr, Nehru, for on the
eve of Independence Day in an interview which he gave to a group of Chris-
tian missionaries, he said: \

- O anae e
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It stands to reason that any faith vhose roots are strong and

healthy should spread; and to interfere with that right to spread

geens to me to be & blow at the roots themeelves. In a country

with sc many creecds as Indin, wo must learn to be tolerant. For

the eeke of harmony we skall have %o respect the religious convic-

tione of all, irrespective of numbers and influence. Unless a

givon feith proves a msnace %o public order, or its teachers attempt

to thruat it dowm the unwilling throats of men of other persuasions,

there can be no justification for measures which deprive any com-

mmnity of its righta.
These words wore put on paper and into action when the new constitution
vas adopted on Republiec Day, January 26, 1950. In this comstitution the
Indien union declared itself a Secular State. The State, as such, is
neither in favor of nor against any religion and does not make a distine-
tlon betweon indigenous and foreign religions. It would not bave been
surprieing to Ohristian mionionaries if Hinduiem had beax't zrented prefer—
ontial treatment and a favorite position, for this is the predominant
roligion of India. Religion in India has always been a matter of nation-
al and politicel importance. The pirase, "Indin for the Hindus,” wes
spread throughout the land, Fortunately, the phrase did not become
reality, primarily because of tho millions of Muslime living within the
orbit of the Indian Union. Then, %oo, the leaders, especially lehru,
vho drew up the comstitution were indifferent toward any form of religion

2

in its metaphysical sense.

The conatitution grants to everyone freedom of conscience and the
right to profess, practice, and propegate his religion, with the provi-

eion that such propagation of one's faith shall not endanger publis

l2ddy Asirvatiam, Ohristianity in the Indlan Orucible (Jaloutta,
Indias Y.M.O.A. Publishing House, 1955), DP. 15-14,

2R, Meyer, "Ohristian Opportunity in a New India," ILutheran World
Review, II, Ho. 3 (January, 1950), 130.
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health or disturb the pecos,” At the samo time 1t ie medo very clear tiat

roligion and politics aro to operate in complately soparate epheres. Since
independenca Indic hoe tried to think in democratic terms and has proved

e

this in granting religious freedem. Religious organizetions havo the

right to own and secguire properiy, to establish inotitutions for reli-
glous and chariteblo purposcs, end 4o mnege their own affairs in matters
of religlon. To n certain oxtent, this influcnce esn be traced %o the
West, for nquite a number of tho loaders in Indis have studied in the
West, One of the prime movers bshind ths India conotitution was Dz. B.
Re Ambedkar who studied at Oolumbis University, Wew York Oity. Dr.
Ambadlmr wes the chairman and mnin legel adviser whon the Constituent '
Angembly framsd the now constitution.4 To demonatrate that there is
frasdom of religion, one need merely point to the action of this man.
He ad a Hindu background, but in his education bscame sequainted with

Christienity, and now he ombraces Buddhism,
The most striking case in which the government lme put ite attitude

of demooracy into cotion has bsen its attack on the Hindu caste systom.
With national freedom India took steps to mks all her inkmbitants free,
including members of the lowest castes and outcastes. This bold break
with tredition, which goes back many centuries, came a2bout as a climx
to the lifelong orusnde of Mamtma Gandhi on belmlf of the untouchables,
vhom he named "Harijans" or “Oreatures of God." The caste system and
intolerence wans declared illogal by the Uongress Party and the

0£. srticle 19, Draft Oonstitution of India (ifew Delhi, Indim:
Governmont of India Press, 1 » Pe 9

"A. Graff, "The Indian Government and Ohristian z-muona." The
Mission Call, VI (Summor Issue, 1950), 3.
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sonstituticn., I% will take many years to wipe away the mbit of cen~-
turies, but agein we sce the otability of the Indian government, ae it
aima for "liberty of thought, oxprossion, beliaf, faith, and worship"
for al]..5 :

Political independence and demacracy has affected the activity of
Ohristian minsions in numerous areas of work. CGonerally, it must be seid,
that this has not had an adverse e2fect; but on the contrary, it has heen
good for the different mission organizations in India, The very fact
that Ohria'hianit:} was forced to stand before the non-Christian mt'lt:l.tude
in the strength of the Lord and His Word alons, without any artificial
support, has done much to enhance Gthe power of the Ghurch's message.

For the Indian Christian, adherence to a foreign missicn organization no
longer meant nocial prestige or economis benefit, as it had with cases in
the past. This did much to purify and strengthen the elmreh, It also
caused missionaries and their supporting Mission Boardo to rethink and
revork certain mepacts of tho work on the field.

The missionary enterprises of Western GChurches suffered & staggoring
blow in China, when thies greot nation with its masses of reople wvas swept
bare of missionaries by the dominating broom of. commnism. 7o soms extent
missionary lenders of the world took to heart the warning that the time
is short within whioh o mako basic changes. An Anglican nmissionary,
David ¥, Paton, in the book, MM@&@MQ%‘
bringe out the real ainm of missions in all the world, It is not primarily

to save souls, but to provide the permenent means by which souls may be

Spreamble of the Draft Oonotitution of India, p. 1.

6David M. Paton, Qhristisn Missions and the Judgment of God (Londem,
England: Student Ohristian Novement Press, 1955). ]
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eaved. Thore have been mny predictiona as to the longevity of mission 1

work in Indin, Soms have folt tlat the reign of athoistic communism is
Just eround the cormer. Others aro convinced the denger is overestimnted
and the cimilarity betwoen Ohina and Indis is oversimplified. It seems-
apparent that India doos not currently view the Red monace with the same |
alarm thnt Americana do.T It 1o not inevitable that India should turn to
gomminiom just bosauce Ohino did., They ars twe very different countries,
although their problems are similar, For oxample, India's top leaders
today are strongly enti-commnistic. That was not the case preceding

Ohine's fall, India's government is more firmly in control than was any

pre—communist rule in Uhina, whore wvarlords and the like ruled ths prov-
inces with iron fiats., India's people are strongly disposad in their
religiouns loyalties to their Hindu deitisa, perhaps more so than were
Chinn'n pecpla. Be this as it my-—some feeling one way about India's
future and some another——it is not out of place to say that India's demo-

cratic governmont may be replaced by enother. Unfortunately, the Oongress

Party has not done so well in the provinces recently, and especially not
in locnl adninistrations and clections. Among the masses there is con=
siderable discontent and disappointment which could go against the present
governmont. "Ono thing is cortain: whoever may eventually becoms the
successor of -i-.hg Oongress Party, there is no hope that the presont toler—
ant and reasonable attituie toward Ohristian missions will continue un=-
hemged.“a The Purther existonce of mission societies in India therefore

TRajah B. Manilam, Bichop of the Temil Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch
in India, in a rocent public appearance, ridiculed America's fear of com—
mmnism and marked it as the dominating problem, along with the other prob-
lem of where to park cars.

aﬂeyﬂr, EE.« mo. Pe 1520
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depends entirely on the attitude of the men who happen %o be in office
at a given time.

During the years following World Var II and India's independence,
the iissouri Mission, like the various other miseion organizations, had
1o re-evaluete its progrem of bringing the Gospel to the ninety-eight per
cent non-Christian eloment in India. The field of education has seen
mny changea on this mission field, s will be seen in the seventh chap-
ter of the paper. An emphasis has been placed on leadership training and
the trenafer of rosponsibility from mission to church. The program of
bullding a truly indigenous church has been accelereted, and efforts have
been made for tho dovelopmont of an Indian church—governed, financed,
and oxtended by national Ohristicns and leaders. This aspect of growth
tovard an organized India Evangelical Lutheran Church will be treated in
chapter five., Financial support of the church and ite workers will be
taken more end more upon the shoulders of the India Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Those and many other lines of change can be seen in the program
of The Lutheran Church--iissouri Synod ‘s misaion in India, This survey
study is an attempt to picture what has been done during the past thir-
teen yoars——from 1945 to 1958. The politiocal environment in which our

mission ocarries on its work has brought forth misgivings, various predic-

tione, fears, and also many prayers. It is certainly true that .the Lord
of the Ohurch has granted a further period of grace in which the task is
urgent. How much longer this will last no one can tell. This decision
is God's to make, but it is importent that we understand the climate in
vhich His work has been carried on in India and will continue to be car-
ried on. ;

At the present, Ohristian miosions have felt a bit more pressure

T

P I,
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from Governmont ocourcen than was the case in the past. This pressure
hee not been direcotod toward eny onc mission or against the Indis Evan-
golloal Lutheran Church in particular. There aro many in India who would
like to out off the supply of funds and missionaries frem foreign coun-
tries in the hope that in this way Christianity can be rooted out, or
ite expancion in Indin curtailed 4o a2 large extent. But these elemente
have sc fer been hold in check by those people who realize ths many bene-
flie that mve coms to India through the worle of Ohristian missions, The
pailantiwropic activities of missions have been encoursgoed, -but ths evan-
golistic cndeavors of misnions have been discouraged, mainly by means of
published articlas and papora ogainol evangellstic asctivities, This is
typicnl, for the world has nover extended a hearty welcoma %o the Gospel
call of our Savior's Kingdom. Under the grace and guidnhce of God, the
cercorn of tho missionaries and the India Evangelical Luthoran Church
will continue 4o be thrt all ere faithful witnesses %o Him, who alone

can ocure the ille of the world,




CHAPTER IIX
GOSFEL VORK

The history of the Christian Ohuroh shows that no church can be truly
vital and alive until it hac a deep missionary purpose, thus bescoming a
blessing both %o itself and to others. Ths nature of Ohristianity is such
that the more one spontaneously shares it with others, the richer and
fuller it becomen to onesclf. Evangelism, the wery life of the Church,
1s expressed in many different ways, using various gifts, opportunities,
and approaches., Basically, evangolism is witnses, sharing with others
the good nowse of Jesus Christ.

1% ie one beggar telling another beggar where to get food. The

Chriotion doea not offer out of his ovm bounty. He is simply a

gueet at hic Master's table and, as evangelist, he calls otherc.

!.H.;zse]I.: ':fnttm;a hi:ilgwiedge of God that he shares; it 1s to God

P .
In the mission in India thore has been & ronewal of intereet in the evan-
golintic task of the church. This mission, like all missions, was born
by means of evangeliom, the work of the Gospel. This chapter describes
the Gospel work of the liission as it has grown since 1945. Within the
three districts of the Mispouri }Mission thare are Gospel 'ork Oommittees
wvhioh are concerned mainly with evangelism. Special emphasis has been
given to various means of mess communications, such as the radio and
press. The adult literacy movement in India, promoted especially by the
government, offers a similex opportunity to reach out with the Gospel

witness. Bible women have been employed for reaching into the home life

1D. T. Niles, That They May Have Life (New York: Harper and Brothers,
1951), p. S6.
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of the people., HNew £ields have been opened and are now being served the
Bread of Life.

Radio Evangelism

For many yoars missionaries tried to get the Lutheran Hour on the
India broadensting system. Since the government, which declares itself
& Seoular State, ovms and controls this system, it has been impossible to
' acquire free time or to buy time for religious programs. The result was
that the only religious programs available to the Ohristians of South
India nd to come from Ceylon or Manila, In January, 1950, a radio sta-
tion was opened in Portuguese Indian, at Goa, under the name Radio Goa.
Oontect was made with Redio Goa both by the Mission and the Lutheran Hour
office in St. Louis, Missouri. Soon Radio Goa began beaming the Gospel
message, "Bringing Ohrist to the liations," into the homes and hsarts of
the people of India for two full hours a weak. Besides & half hour in
English, there were quarter hour programs in Urdu, Marathi, Hindi, Tamil,
Gujerat, Kanarese, and other.a

The authorities of the All India Radio (AIR) in Trivandrum and
Madras were approached agein in 1956 with the request to broadcast some
religious program mterinls. As yet there was no opening here, due to
severe political and nationalistic pressures. Renewed negotiations with
Radio Oeylon were taken up in September, 1950, to get the English and
Tamil programs on this station. It is interesting to note that the au-
thorities, for e short time, felt that "Bringing Ohrist to the Nations®
was of too proselytizing a nmature to be broadcast &s a part of the ‘

2 .
. M. Kretzmann, "India Mission 1947-1950," a mimsographed report,
Pe Qo

|
|
:
|
:
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, national radio network in a prodominantly Buddhist oountry.’ A few
monthe later, however, on Docember 6, 1950, transmiseion over Radio
Oeylon was started in the English language." In the ocoming yearas this
broadcast from Oolumbo became more popular than those over Radio Gea, !
The power of this station was great enough to beam the meseage of sal-
vation into many parts of Southeast Asia,

The type of program utilized was similar to the Lutheran Hour in
bhmorisca with Western hyms and hym tunes together with an explanation
in ths vernacular. The most important task of arranging and preparing
indigenoua programs with Indian speakers and music was undertaken in

1952, From the outset of the radio enterprise the goal had been to meke
live broadeests or transoriptions with -Indian music, Indian speakers,
and meooages aimed especially at Indians., This was a largs order, and
help was secured for drawing up scripte and programs with the proper
phraseolegy end ouitable vernacular musis, Generally it was felt that
the American 4ype program was ineffective and unpopular.5 Because of
this, a series of biographies of Christian Biblical hercss in drams form

vas imaugurated, emphasizing one perticular Ohristian virtue in each
broadeast. Together with this, a memento consisting of & brief biography
of the horo dramtized wvas sent upon request. In 1955 the vernacular
broadcasts took another step forward in arranging to portray dramatized
Bible stories in Hindi, Tamil, Malaymlam, Telugu, Urdu, Kanarese, and
Sinhalese over Radio Goa. Due %o the lack of Mission personnel and time

5Gmral Conf'erence Executive Oommittes Minutes of the Missouri
Evangelical Lutheran India lMission, 1950, p. 82, Hereafter cited as EOM.

‘tEU“. 1”1. P- 9.
5”“, 1952, pe. 50,
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these programs, for the first, were prepared by the Radio Associates of
Asia in Bombay, ueing Hindi and Urdu only.

During 1955 the Mission began preparing its own weekly programs in
Tamil end Hnlayalam, the two main languages of South India. These were
modeled after the "This is ths Life" television seriea of The Luthsran
Ohurch——iilesouri Synod in America by building each wesk's story around
some charactor in an Indian QOhristisn family, showing soms facet of the
life of an Indian Ghristian in this world and how hs mests particular
problama, Adequate seript writers in both languages were difficult to
find, but in time men and women became available for this important work.

Various mathods of publicity were used to advertise "Bringing Ohrist
to the Nationa.,” Prominent newspapers, magazines, and religious periodi-
cals wore notified; handbills printed im ths vernacular languages were
dietributed; posters were displayed in cities and eleawhsre.6 Hementoes,
correopondence cources, and other materials were offered on the Lutheran
Hour over Redio Goa. Although this aspest of evangelistic outreach is
limited to those who have radiocs or the opportunity to hear a radio, it
has brought ferth unexpected response. Uhson Bible correspondence courses
vere offered seventy-five paople raquested the first course, "Fundamentals
of the Ohristian Faith," even before the material was avaﬂable.7 By
March of 1952 this number had grown to one hundred fcrty—uix.a In addi-
tion to this, thousands of letters, periodicals, and other pleces of lit-

erature were requeéted. A Braille correspondence course was utilized for

GEOH, 150. Pe 82,
7mu, 1951, pe 9.
BMH Pe 29




14

the blind. Soon "Sunday School By !ail" was implemented as snother result
of radio evangoliom. Subscriptions %o "Portals of Proyer" were also han-
dled through the Lutheran Hour office in Madrae, South India, The radio
programe with their influonce were reaching out much farther than anyone
had hoped. In this way the spoken Yord end Work of God 4s heard over the
air; the written Word is sent to mony; end follow-up evangelism is carried
on vherever poseible by missionaries, pastors, and lay people.

Today the India brench of "Bringing Christ to the Nations" has a
staff of twenty-two workers. In Madras weekly programs in Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, and Hindl are prepared on tape in en air-gonditioned, sound=-
proof studio. This work is under the management of Hr. J. Richard
Jesudason, whe was appointed in 1952. The program, "Sethya Satohi,"

(True Witnose), is broadoast over Radic Manila in the four language.
There are over ten thousand listeners who correspond with the Madras
Lutheran Hour office and over three thousand are enrolled in the Bible
9

correapondonce courseg.
Hewspaper Evangelism

The nevespapers of South India are another impoertant medium for evan-
golism, Ap literacy progresses, more people will be reading newapapers
regularly. Advertisements in newspapers are used to give some pertinent
feature of the Ohristian message, a Bible correspondence course is men-
tioned, and other inguiries ere also solicited. Such courses as those
offered in newspaper advertisements and over the radio have turned out to
be a very good msans of getting behind closed doors and making the message

SBringinz Ohrist o the Nations, The India Edition of the Lutheran
Hour News, February, 1958, p. 1.
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of God's love and truth accessible to those who are reluctant. Simple
Bible courses are offered on the Gospels according to St. Mark and St.
Jolm, the Acts of the Apostles, and other books of the Bible. HMiesionary
Meinert Grumm reports on the success of this evangelistic venture:
One of the last piecea of literature sent to those tak the Bible
courase is & questionnaire that inoludes the statement: "I would
like to bacome a full disciple of Jesus, but prevents me,"
Recently a daughter of one of the leading industrialists in India
enovered this with the expression, "but family considerations pre-
vent me." In another instance a Brahman bank manager who completed
the course has continued to come to one of our English Bible COlasses.
Expressing his opinion of literature evangelism he says, "If you
came to my bank and preached, I would feel I was being high pres-
surad. Throuﬁh the Bible course system I am free %o make the first
move myself.'10

Along with these Bible ocourses, reproduced sermons, Sunday School lessons,
treots, pamphlets and the 1like are sent to interested inquirers.

Literature Program

From the begimning of the Missouri Mission in 1895, distribution of
printed mterial in comnection with evnnga-].i.stio work has been a success-
ful venture. Treots were written by the different missionaries and dis-
tributed in conjunction with evangelistic efforts. There was also a rela-
tively rich storehouse of Ohristian literature in the Tamil language which
had coms from the preceding two centuries, especially from the Tranquebar
Preos, operated by the lLeipzig liission. However, in 1929, a press was
bought and installed in Vaniyambadi as an adjunct of the Huslim work begumn

by Dr. A, Bru::.u Ite purpose was the produotion, publication, and

10, Grumm, "Bible Oorrespondence Oourse," The Lutheran Ohurch--His-
souri Synod in Asia and Southeast Pacifisc (St. Louls: Board for iissions

Foreign Countries, 1555), p. 10.

110. H. Swavely, editor, The Lutheran Enterprise in India (Madras,

South India: Diocesan Press, 1952), p. 202,
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distribution of Ohristian literature as required in connsetion with evan-
golistio srork among %he Molnmadana.m 8ince 1930 the press has operated
on 8 self-supporting baeis and has rendered an importent service tc the
evangalistic outreach of the lilsaion, as well es holping to further the
kmowledge and understanding of Indian Ohristions.

Honthly poriodiscals are an importent means of providing nae‘ded growth
end strength in tho Mission. A monthly publication was proposed in the
Tamil lenguege already in 1910. In 1912, it wa2e given the name "Sathya
Satehi" (True Witneoa) and Volume one,; number one is deted October, 1521,
There is aleo o lialayalam monthly, "Ohristiani,” which dates back elmoot
as 2.’9.1'.:"5 These periodicals can be compared to "The Lutheran Witnesa" in
Amorica. In 1655, the Tamil "Sathys Satchi' appeared in 450 homes and
tho "Christiani" in 261’.]"IP The goal was set to heve a church paper in
every litermate Qhristian home. Articles for publication in these church
papors regularly canme from Indian pastors, othsr church workers, and
layman.15

The boolks which have besn published by the Mission are predominantly
translatione and for the most pert have been of a devotioral, educatiomal,
or theologicel nature. One original Tamil novel, Inba Ootru, produced by
K. Manuel, was published in 1952 and received with much onthueiaam.w
Twenty-nine books, trenelated and published under the auspices of the

12Gams:m:l. Conference Minutea of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran
India Mission, 1952, p. 59. Hereafter olted as GOM.

1
58“?91y. op. _Olt.op Pe 201,

Yaom, 1956, p. 30.

Ymia,, p. 29.
1660M, 1952, p. 38
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Kissouri lMission, wore sent to the Lutheran World Federation, which met
in Mimeapolis, ilinnesota, August 15-28, 1957.17 Hore was an opportunity
to let world Lutherenism know that Ohristian literature was available in
South Indin. Generally these books are handled through designated Gon=-
cordia Book Depots at Hagercoil, Ambur, Medras, and Trivandrum,.

During the years 1956 and 1957 the chief work of the Literature Oom-
mittoe wma the translation of the Book of Ooncord., Both Indian pastors
and missioneries have worked together on this impertant task. The diffi-
culty of thie transletion work has been the technicel terms, and the set~-
ting in which tho material was originally written. The English, Germen,
and Iatin would be compared for the best transletion and then put into
the Tamil and Malayalem. Partiocular cere had to be taken to present in
all clarity the real meaning of such words as "free will," "ectual ein,"
foriginal oin,” "essential," "fides qua,” "fides quse," and similar terms
or phmnoa.la

This literature program has demanded many tiring hours of transla=-
%ion work by the misaionaries. As nationals became available, the Mission
oxpressed ite intention of making greater use of Indian brethren for the
production of indigenous materials as well as the translation of books,
pamphlsts, andi tracts with adaptation to Indian condi.tlm.lg One of the
diffioulties in this literature program was the H lingual nature of the
work and finding capable writers in both the Tamil end Malayalam areas.

On the whole, the production of literature in both vernaculars up to 1952

170hurch Aide Oommittes Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheren
India Mission, 1957 pPs 5-6. .

18, heran Witness, LXXVI (December 3, 1957), 21.

1901, 1950, pe
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was not sufficiont, causing many to express regret.ao With renewsd effort
the iission aimed 2% greator publication output, using indigenous person-
nel for translation work, end undertaking en evangelism campeign with
leaflets used in selected arees of the three districts. During the next
blennium the amount and the quality of the literature published was a step
in the right direction. Host produotions were translations end only a few
were originnls, Tho number of publications prepared by Indian pastors was
8till regrettably 1014.21 Of particular importance to the lission congre-
gations wore the Sunday School materials in both Tamil and Malayalam,

A thsologienl gquarterly was begun in Tamil and Malayalam in 1949,
“Ohristhave Siddhandha Deepikei® (lamp of Ohristian Truth) reaches about
two-thirds of the postors and catechists and is published by ths faculty
of Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil. Ooncerning this periodical Missionary
Kretzmann reports: "In eddition to notes for preaching, each issue con-
tains dootrinal end practical articles, e section of excerpts from lLuther's

writings, and religious news from the Horld.“aa

Because most of the pas—-
tors and catechists do not have accesa to much material of this type, ths
quarterly has rendered a distinet servise to the Ohurch and its loaders.
The literature program of the iission has manifested weaknesses at
times, but those have been overcome when detected. At present, a weakness
lies in the lack of original devotional and thsological publications writ-
ten against the background of Indian thought by Indian leaders themselves.

The produotion of worthwhile Ohristian literature is one of the most -

20“0“, 152. Pe 56.

alﬂ‘aus 1954, p. 25

226aM, 1952, p. 473 The Lutheren iitness, LXXVII (February 25, 1958),

21,
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durable and effective means of preparation egainst the day of eventual or
possible expulzion of missionaries from India, Both the gquality end quan-
tity of vernacular publisntions must be speeded up in order to meet the
growing needs. To fortify and edify the Indian Ohurch in church, school,
and home is just as important as reaching out to the non-Ohristian element
of India., Ths Ohurch in Amsrica recognizes the value of literature pro-

duction and has tharefore given its otrong Pinansial support.
Reading Rooms

Well-pituated reading rooms have been & great aid to the issouri
Hisoion in earrying on the work of evangelism. A well-lighted, airy room
with tables and chairs, religious pictures, and a variety of books, pam-
phlets, periodicels, magazines, and newspapers is, of course, ideal. In
addition to this, a omll inside room suitable for interviews often
enhances the dignity and stability of a reading room. Too often this
ideal cannot be attained due to the lack of funds and a suitable location.
The value of this aspect of evangelism depends entirely on the attendant
who should be on hand at all times. Missionary Engelbrecht, in a recent
letter to Dr. H. He Koppelmann, underlines the importance of well-trained

attendants.

e o o« many reading roome have been closed. The usual reason is that
ite purpose wma not being fulfilled or that suitable persomnel were
not available. « « « Ue view our reading rooms as evangelism cen-
ters and expect our attendants to carry on extensive evangelism in
addition to that which they do in the rooms themselves. Our attend-
ants regularly go out into the town for flannelgraph and other pro-
grams, ‘e now have excellent Bible correspondence courses, and our
rooms are centers for the sale and correction of same. He have film-
strip programs several times a week in the rooms themeelves. Our
attendants are trained teachers who have undergone further training
in evangelism and Islamics, especially in the Christian approach to
Ialam. Ye have Sunday Schools in conjunotion with our reading rooms.
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All in all, we try to get good attendants, train them well, and give
them 8n active program so that they won't go stale.?

Usually the reading rooms are cared for by Indian pastors and other quali-
fled vorkers.

Hissionary lay reports on the opening of a reading room in Kilimanoor

during 1954:

Ono of the visitors was a man of thirty-six. He came to me with this
story. Twenty years previously a missionary had sterted a catechism
class in that area. Quite a few young men attended. All of a sudden
the group stopped comingz because they had been threatened if they did
not stay awvay from the Ohristiona. Now it turned out that I opened
the reading room almost in the same spot where the origimal elass had
been conducted. My visitor stated that he wanted to become a Ohris-
tian. FHo hno also bescome instrumental in getting othara to come to
an ingtruction class, The seed was sown twenty years ago, and lay
dormant all this time. As soon as someone came to harvest, all was
ready.  But the man complained, "Why did you wait so long to come

baclk? nal

This is cnly one coae of real fruit harvested via the reading room method

of evangelism, Usually Bibles or separate bocke of ¢he Bible ere obtaina-

ble to the interested reader. To attract the.undersducated adult and
_teenager %o the reading rooma, viewmastere, flarnelgraphe, slides, or
film atrips are implemantod. By means of discussion and explanmation the
Bible story ias interpreted with ites application to one's daily l1ife.
Genarally the missionary will vieit the reading room, interviewing
individuals or groups. These visite also afford him the opportunity to
strengthen and instruct the attendant in his important work, Because
many people visit these reading rooms throughout the three districts,
these attendants have the opportunity of telling the real joy and peace

251@‘.‘.!:9: Engelbrecht, "Letter to Dr. H. H. Koppelmam," dated Feb-
ruary 8, 1058, Board for Missions in Foreign Oountries, St. Louls.

2I"i’l. May, “After Twenty Years," The Lutheran Ohurch——Missouri _s_%od :

in Asia and Southeast Pacific (St. Louis: Board for Missions in Fore

Oountries, 1955), p. 5.

——
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which is in Ohrict Jesus. A reading room has the potential of boing one
of the most effective evangelistic agencies, reaching out with its arm of
divine love and care. "With the proper planning and program we cannot go
wrong with a reading ro'om--eapaoially if it is made an integral part of
the program of the local congregation, in which event both parties would
profit,"25

Adult Literacy

Inaia hae remained one of the darkest spote on the world's mp of
illiteracy. In many paris of thiz vast country the art of reading and
writing is lmown only to & small frastion of the population. In rural
areas literscy is s mark of special distinction. Fortunately one of the
areas in vhich the Mission worke is the most literate section of India——
Kerala S8tate. In spite of this, the majority of the members of the con-
gregetions are not literate, due to their caste background and their vil-
lage or tribal commmity. In the outcaste villages and among tha hill
tribes of South India, where these people are often located, the rate of
illiteracy if often as high as ninety-five per oent.as After wrestling
with this problem in the respective areas, the declsion was made to liqui-
date illiteracy in the congregations of the Mission.

What started out to be a means of helping its own members to literacy
also proved to be an effective way of carrying on evangelistic work among
the non-Omristians of South India. Almost over night literacy became a
weloome benefit, capable of producing a real hervest of soule under the

25Engalhreoht » loc. cit.

a6\1. Ee Bertram, 'Im+nou=ﬂxpans:lun,' The Hission Gall, I (March-

Lp’tl. 1%5 ) ® 15!
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blessings of God. Soon after World War II ths Ambur District began paving
the way for this type of work, and in May, 1951, sent forty-five trainees
(thirty-oix mon and nine women) to & training course for literacy teachers
held under the auspices of tho Netional QOhristian Oouncil of India.27
These qualified men and women wers then sent out to teach their fellowmen
to read and write. After a survey had been made of the needs for adult
literecy in the congregations and in centers of evangelistisc opportunity,
the Nagercoil District begen its program early in 1950.28 In the Trivan-
drum District, where the perceniege of literacy is comparaiively very
high; this medium of evangelistic outreach was not put into use until
1951,
Ao one views the reports of this work, remarkable results can be
seen not only in literacy, but also in souls gained. Quite often the
classes were conducted in the evenings elong with the use of audio=-visual
aids, The following shows how this program operates:
Many opportunities have come through night classes. These center
around our Lutheran schools. The teachers coms back at night to
toach young and middle-aged illiterates. The missionary comes once
a week or even twice and a service is held. No special liturgy is
used. They begin with the singing of a hymn. Then all kneel for
prayer. After this there io ths reading of a psalm, the assembly
repeating the words the missionary has just read. Following this
they oing the Glory be to the Father. Then they go through the
chief parts of the catechiem. Again all join in reading. The cate-
chism used has a pisture to go with each chief part. Following this
the group studies a Bible story using the Ooncordia leaflets, or
hears a sermon. At the close of the service a simple catechism leaf-
let prepared especially for such use is distributed to all who can

road, Thg 9pnmple attend regularly. I see every hope for frult from
the word,

2Tou, 1951, pe 35.
28q0m, 1952, p. 28,

298, T. Menne, "Adult Literacy Night Olasses,” The Lutheran Ohuroh—
Missouri Synod in Asia and the Southsast Pacifis, p. 9.
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Usually those classes continua for an eight-month period, at which time
an examination qualifies the individual for a literacy certificate and a
Hew Testament, the latter a gift from the Mission. The world remowned
laybach Mat.ho:l5° hne been used with great success in these olasses,.
Since 1954 thie literacy work hes expanded to inslude Telugu and Kanarese
speaking pecple.

Missionary John Haumann, who had long been an enthusisstic boonter
of adult literacy work and very adept at speaking with the Tamil villager,
spent considerable time as tho representative of the Adult Literacy Board
of the Natlonal Uhristian Oouncil of India., He contacted leaders in the
respective linguistis areas with projection equipment and specialized
filme, Outdoor meetings were arranged in order to sponsor and encourage
adult literacy throughout India., Because of the marvelous results of
adult literncy work the misoionaries, pastors, end laymen are finally
gotting into high gear in reaching out to the illiterate masses.

Bible Yomen

Mission work by Indien Ohristian women wms orgenized by the Ambur

-District in 1923 end is still carried on under the able leadership of

Miss Louise Rathke, a deaconees and nurse, who entered the service of ths
Mission' in 1526, In the Nagercoll and Trivandrum distriots similar work
among women is carried on under the leadership of Miss Rose Ziemke and

Mios Adeline Rinlz, Pastor and missionary wives are slso ready and will-
ing to ‘help in this work. Today there are & total of twenty-nine trained

30, 0. Leubach, India Shall B

Shall Be Literate (Jubbulpore, C. P., India:
Mission Press, 1940).

p—
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Bible womens eleven in the Ambur District, seven in the Nagercoil Dis-
triot, end cloven in the Trivandrum District.’* MNost of these women are
widowa, which enables them %o come and go freely with very fow feamily
ties. They are full-time worksrs of the Ohurch, specializing in wisiting
women, whether that be in the homs, in church socisty meetings, at ths
laundry along the oreek or river beds or reservoirs, in village groups,
or any plaoce where women may be founde Useful handicrafts, such as mit-
ting, sewing, and backet making are teught by these Bible women, but alimys
the one thing needful is presented to the hearsrs. laterinla for inatruc~
tion in Bible knowledge are given to the women's organizations of ths eon-
grogations, Theee organizations, similar to the Lutheran liomen's Mission-
ary League and lLadies Aid Societies in America, give an opportunity for
the women to eoxpress themselves, discuss problems, study the Bible and
other topics which are useful for shurch work.

In addition to the porscnal mission calls and the organization of
sooletion, the Bible women also render e wvaluable servise in connection
vith medical mission work. Afier oontacting patients et Bethesda Hospital
in Ambur and othsr sbodes of mercy, follow-up calls are made in the homss
and villages. In this wvay a grect many casto women are :o.'ez’.ohml}2 The
Bible women are responsible for many patients coming to the hospital for
care, as health and nutrition information is diepensed freely.

Ancther important goal which the Bible women attempt to attain is to

got the women of the rospective congregations active in church worlk.

51Di.aouasi.m with Mles Loulse Rathke.

)ﬂ'neaounea- ork," Foreign Missiona Bulletin, XLIV (December 31,
1950), 7.
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Hany of the societies do evangelistis work, usually under the guidance
and inotruction of a Bible woman or decconesn., Lotivity of this kind
takss roal conviction and indootrination. At timea there is a lack of
conf'idence on the part of these women, especially when a low caste woman
approachsa a onote worAn. Only by further study of God's Word end a

greater Dible knowledgze will this problem be solved.
Youth York

hn one views the work of the India Miseilon in the pant, through the
oyos of sonforence minutes, articles, and the like, a lack of youth evan-
gelism or youth worl in general is noticeable. Young people do not asso-
ciato freely with those of the opposite sex es in America. However, the
importance of reaching Ohristian teen-agers was realized and in 1946 some
youth zroups were formed. At this time Pastor H. Jaclkayye, newly gradu-
ated from Goncordia Seminary at Negercoil, was appointed secretary for
youth work in ths Ambur Distrioct. Later A. D..James was aleoted to this
post in tho ilagercoil District and A« Enos in the Trivandrum D:I.str!.ot.’ 2
Previous to this, youth work was done in ccnnection with the Sunday
Schooln, Bible clasnses, ond high schools. Many problems with youth worlk
appoared; few have besn solved. lany young people were drawn into vari-
ous typen of societies whose aims and programs are not alweys in harmony
with Ohristian faith and 11fe.5q' It wap felt that unless definite ways

5’“. Je Ezekiel, "A Brief History of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran
India Mission," 1954, an unpublished manuscript in possession of The Board
for Missions in Foreign Oountries, St. Louls, p. 5.

%H. 1950. Pe 50
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and moenz of using the snergies of the young people were provided through
chanmolas that will serve their Lord, they will turn elsewhare.

When the important positions of youth secreotaries in the three die-
tricto were fillasd, & number of youth sooleties sprang up. Recognizing
the abilities and talents which young pecple posssss, plus their constant
readinans and eagerness %o act, the Miosion decided %o spond more time
vith youih worlk ond contact them through literature end various aotivi-
ties. Youth ralliss, cvangelisiic camps and conventions, were encouraged
and arrenged, with emphosis on inspirational talks or discussions and
evangelistic efforte, Those existing youth soclietisc have also engaged
in evangelistic work in neighboring villages, while serving their congre-—
gations in rmony m:,ra.55 Today there ars sixty-eight such youth leazues.

Since 1947, Youth Sundays have been observed evary year with special
services, sermomc and prayers. The purpose of these have been %twofold:

l. To nake the mombers of the congregation reslize the ilmportance
of organized youth work in the Ohuroh and get their wholehearted
encouragement, support, end ccoperation in youth work.

2, To maks the young people roeelize thet the Church of Christ has
the prime claim on their body and soul and %o make them teke
interest their nmoclety activities and become good church
members.

Everywhere this purposeful observance wes accepted with great anticipation.
Aims were set up; namely, to start societies where there were none and %o
strengthen those already in existence. The youth of the Church has been
and will always be a very important part, for they are the leaders, wit-

nesges and homes of the future.

5gzekiel, los. oit.
5650“' 1947, p. 56.
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Expansion Into New Flelds

Tho expansion progrem of the Missouri lission has been one which rumns
hot and cold. To understand this situation it 4is necessary to look back
for & moment. In 1930, afier a decede of unusual growth, geographic expan=-
sion ocame %o a temporary halt. It was felt that the exlating congregations
and preaching places hod to be strengthensd or they would revert back to
their original darkness, Missionaries concerned themselves largely with
training native vorkers %o relieve the heavy load carried by those on the
fleld. The result of this period of consolidation was unusual in that
unexpacted growth was experienced, both in the number of souls and in the
stability of the existing congregationa. Baptized membership had more
then doubled by 1240 and the number of communicants had almost tripled.
The following figureo show an increase of tremendous scope, which is also
an indication that the close associntion of missionaries with the ocongre-

gation work does bear fruit.

igo 1930 1%k 150 1957

Oongregations 66 145 225 244 305
Preaching Places 38 1 122 105
Souls 2,401 T:170 14,588 20,714 29,185
Oommmicante %8 1.6” 4.481 7.&"5 11.4& o7

While there haa been the constent oconcern with building a strong chureh,
never has the importance of ovangelistic ou‘brc.moh been minimized.

In 1945 there were only twenty-four foreign missionaries on the
field, and the existing stations plus a highly developod educational
system had to be mintained. From 1942 to 1946 only two men arrived

Trnese £igures were obtained from the Indian Mission Statistics and
the Statistisal Yearbooks of The Lutheran Ohurch——!iiseouri Synod.
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from Amorica, both of them returning to the Trivandrum District, whore
they, with three othors, tried to do the woerk which sixtesn were doing in
1942.58 Howaver, with the end of iWorld tVar II end the errival of many new
missionarion, the lMisoion began to emberk on a period of expansion which
s accounted for terrific growth. In 1545 Rev. and Mrs, Theodore Michalk,
Rev. Armand Graf, Rev, Elmer Griesse, end iir. and Mre., Edward Krafft
arrived to strengthen the depleted missionary steff. After a year when
no new missionaries came to tho fisld, lMiseionaries i. J. Lutz, Robert
Koepks, and Herbert Zorn then arrived with their families; also a deaconess,
Miss Rone Ziemke., Again in 1948 throe evangelietic missionaries arrived:
the Luther Meinzons, Harold Heinleins, and Wilbur May; the future wife of
Missionary May joining him two years later, The yeer 1949 saw an inorease
in the staff by Missionaries Jamss Mayer and Robert Trautmann with their
families and a teachor, Miss Betty Rose Wulf, She served in the Vadakan-
gulen High School until April, 1952, when she was killed in an air orash
near New Delhi, lMiosionary personnel making their entry into India in
1950 were Reve. and lire, Harry Smith and Teachor and Mrs. lawrence Meinzen.
The medical steff wes also strengthened by Dr. and lMrs. Bulle and Miss
Hedwig Gronbach. This influx of mission workers brought the staff to a
point where new stations could be opened in the three districto,

In the large cities of South India opportunities were seen which
could no longer be delayeds The placing of missionaries into the major
cities of South India and Ceylon has been a distinct advance in the work
of the India Miassion, The Ambur Distriot massigned Missionery D. S.
8teveneson, & third term missiomary, and Rev. H., Jackayya to do aome

38rhe Lutheran Witness, IXV (Pebruary 26, 1946), 75.




29
vigorous work in thoe Americenized city of Bangalora.59 This city inhabited
by three-fourths of a million people and one of the fastest growing cities
in India, liesc on the Deccan plateau at en elevation of three thousend
faet, about two lndred £ifty miles due west of Madras and in the heart of
South Indie. The government hag mnde Bengalore one of the centers of its
Induntrislization compaign, lMany factories are located here in the largest
oity cf liysore State, which 1s comparatively a very wealthy state with gold
flolds and thvee clectric power plantn. During the years quite a number of
Ohrietianz from the Subur District came to Bangelore for employment in the
mills and factories. A plen for regional congrasgations was developed by
using the scattered Ohristians as a nucleus in the different areas of the
city. Todey this city has three congregatiions, bilingual work being done,
ap sixty por cont is Kamarcse and the rest Tamil. Missionary 8. G. lang,
togethor with a catachist end two pestors, Rev. J. M. Jasupatham and Rev.
V. Jensudas, have done muoh to develop personal evangelism among the members
of the congregations.

The third largest oity in India is Medras, with a population of one
million four hundred thousend. It is located over 2 hundred miles north-
east of Ambur on the beautiful seashore of ths Bay of Bengal. Many people
from the villages migrated to this important shipping center for employ-
ment in the railways and mills. The Ohristians drewn to this oity formed
8 smll congregation that was served from Ambur since 1924, This oity
miosion was revitalized in 1950 vhen Missionary J. G. Steinhoff arrived.
Today there are seven congregations and two preaching places here with a
baptized membership of four mmdred twenty. !Nissionarles placed into

3%0he Lutheran Witness, LXVII (November 2, 1948), 358.
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large cities wore made conscious of the fact that now techniques of work
were necessery, and they arranged %o meet every year for en exchengo of

their exporiences and to discuss plans, problems, methods, and opportuni-
40

L
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About to lundred £12ky miles south of Madras in the Nagerooil mg-/)

trist at the foot of the Palni Hills, lies Madura, one of Indin'l ancient
end famous eitica. Over a third of a million people live in this city of
fentivals and holy places: In ond around Madura there are large cotton
mills that employ thousends of countryfolk who have moved here for this
purpose. In 1950 Missionary O, Rittmann begen work in this important
center of Hinduiem, while otill ocaring for the Rammad and Madura District
na well oo amcattered congregations in the Trichinopoly and Tanjore areas,
one hmdred milen %o the north.

Tn tho Nagercoil Distrist ths arm of the Mission bridged the few
miles of water between India end Jeylon to the island's scepital, Oolumbo.
As the fnilure of rains in South India made the food situstion unbearable,
membsrs of the lMission from the Tamil country migrated to Ceylon on occa-
sion and worked in the tea and rubber estates or engaged in other occupa-
tions. 3Since 1927 missionaries or Indian pastors frem Nagercoil served
these immigrants. In 1949 Misesionary E. H. Prange became the first resi- -
dent missionary on the island, end in 1950 he was joined by Tamil Oatechist
M. Devid from India. Together these men devoted their time to gathering
the seattered members into congregations and surveyingz the area surround-
ing Oolumbo. Large concentrations of unevangelized Hindus and Buddhiste

"qrna first Oity lissionary Oonference took place October 23-24, 1950,
in Madras. The minutes of this meeting are included in the 1951 Volums of
the Minutes of the liissourl Evangelical Lutheran India liission.
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were found among the oity's 425,000 population, and with the addition of
Miesionary Andrew Fritze in 1953, work was started in the Sinhalese lan-
guagee About ono fifth of 'h!m faland'o more than eight and one-hlf
million pacple speak Tamil and are predominantly Hindu in faith; while
two-thirds of the people are Sinhalese Suddhists.*l The Ohristian reli-
glon olaime ten per cent of the population, three-fourtha of which are
Romn Oatholics. ot only has the India lMission been active in the urban
area of Columbo, but there are congregations and 3unday Schools on a num—
ber of the te2a estntes which dot the 25,000 square milse of Oeylon.“a
Missionary Viztor Suehs arrived in Ceylon in 1957 as a raoplacement for
Missionary Pranges Today there are nine songregations in and sround
Columbo, saven having bean opemed since 1954, with seventy-eight baptized
membora and twenty-nine commmnicants.

In the Trivindrum District a city mlssion wvas begun in the large sea
port towm of Oochin-Ernakulem, NMinsionary H. Smith waa allocated to
this post, together with an Indian pastor and a catechist in 1951.1‘5
There are o+ leact one hundred thousand inhabitants living in these
beautiful cities, which are strategically located on the West coast of
India, The everage intelligence of these people is exiremely high, which
adde to the difficulty of thie urban £ield, Also:in the large city of
Trivandrum, located about fifty miles north of the tip of India on the
West ooast, expansion work was plammed and put into operation,

—
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In 1950 the Nageraoil District nosigned a missionary to the Colachsel

£ield in Trevanoore, and 4n 1952 the Timmevelli District was expanded
vhen Pavanasam, an industrial area which lies just seventy-five miles
north of Nagercoil, wms developed by the Indian governmsnt. With the
construction of dams and electrical and textile plants, m2ny people
flocked to this underdeveloped area. Rev. K. S, Ohelliah was called
to work in this new field with the missionary from Vallioor. The total
number of pecpleo scattered about in this area numbers close to & million.
Various house services ere conduscted, along with Bible classes and Sunday
Schoole. Progress here has been due mainly to the fact that individ-
wl Ohristians have won their friends and relatives.

The above new fields have be.en primarily located in large urban
or industrinl areas. There las also been extennive expansion into the
village and hill tribe areas of South India, One of thece fields 4s the
iynaad aree ‘on the Malabar coast north of the states of Travancore snd
Oochin--Kerale State today. Wynead is a table=land, eixty miles long
and thirty broad, in the midet of the Yestern Ghats with an elevation of
three thousand feet. For a long time malaria was the soourge of this
area, but fin2lly the government with assistance from the World Health
Organization clecred a large section by means of a DDT program. The
government then granted free land to about two thousand ermy veterans
end a colony wme started. In addition to this colony there are several
thousand native hill people living in the Wynaad area, After a number
of survey trips had been made eand soma national workers had spent some
time there, Missionary M. J. lutz took up residence in 1949. The large
prospects in this area developed considerably during the next years, not

only among the hill tribes, but among the colony and tea estate population
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as well., Throo pastors werec called to this outpost: M. Johanan, O. K.
Alexander, and M., Abishai. Tho two latter men succeeded in working out
an edult litoracy progrem emonz the hill people. They would move from
one villago tc the next with their Oonocordis Sunday Sohool leaflets tell-
ing the story of the Savior. In spite of the troublesoms landlords who
folt that the Ohristian Ohurch was merely misleading a simple people by
offering inducomenta, small congregations were estebiished. In the face
of oppositicn some censed coming to the services and classes, but the
m jority stayed. Recently 2 new ficld was openod in Tortalerda. The
colony in the Wynaad has beon served by Rev. Johanan through a Ghristian
reading room, street preaching, and follow-up allﬂ.M

Parthor scuth at Oherpalcheri in ths Valluvanaad area of South Mala-
bar, Missionary Grionse was assignad to open a station in 1952, Here the
£1ilmotrip method of open—2ir preaching was used on a large scale for the
firet time. With ton different places to show the filmstrips and/or
aliden, hs would reoach two each evening and all of them weekly. These
showingn were usually hold in an open field or at ths roadside, the pro-
Jection accomplished by meana of a kerosene petromax. AS many as two
hundred people have coms out end stood quietly %o listen to the Bible

a*.;c.!:ry.h5

From Cherpalcheri ilissionary Griesse, an Indian pastor and a
catachist branched out into the hill tribes in ths surrounding area of

the Western Ghata.

My, 7. Lutz, "The Golony," and "Original Inhabitants,” The Lutheren

Ohuroh—i{issouri Synod in Asia and ths Southeast Pacific, pp. 6-75 M. Le
K;z;zmnn, op. eit., P O} Foreign Missions Bulletin, m'ux (September 30,
1949), 5.

4551::::- Griesso, "Silent Valley,” The Lutheran Ohurch--i{issouri Synod
in Asia and the Southeast Pacifis, p. 53 GOM, 195k, p. 43 The Mission
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In the numwericelly largost field of the Mission, Parassala, there
has been a:idod opportunity for expansion. Here a congrogation was begun
in Ralliyal by a Ohristian layman who conducted Sunday services each weelk.
Similar village expannion was a part of the Nagercoil District work in
Eruvardi, a short distance from Vallioor, and Tuticorin, the entry port
for the southorn tip of India. Expansion in the latter field especially
has been a recent effort plammed and executed by the Indian Ohurch alone.
They have showm that thoy lmow how 4o approach their own people and can
garry on an evengelism program by thamelvee.“ Nor has the Ambur Dis-
triot neglected the villages of India. Development of the Hosur f£ield,
between Krishnagiri end Bengalore, began in 1950, This work was super=—
vised from Bengalore, but built up by Indian pastors and workers.

Purthor expansion during the past five years has been limited due
%o the lzok of missionary personmel. The sudden death of Miss Wulf has
been mentioned. Missionary Daniel Chuvala returned to Amsrica after a
short illnses in Septewber, 1952, for emergency surgery. He was called
Home on February 20, 1653. For various reasons the following mission- ;
arles fowrid it necessary to continue their minletry in the Un:l.te;l States:
Hiesionary B. Strasen, who had served in India from 1521 to 19513 Mis-
sionary R. H., Brauer, after twenty-eight years of service from 1925 to
1953; Missionaries D, 3. Stevenson and A. Rasch, after twenty-seven years
each from 1926 to 1953; Missiomary M. L. Wyneken, from 1928 to 19554; H.
Peokmann 1929 to 1952; W. Landgraf 1928 to 1952; A, J. Buehner 1928 to
1951; W, E. Bertram 1951 to 1954; H. E, Miller 1928 to 19543 M. J. Lutz

46y, Dukewite, "Tutioorin Evangelistic Oampaign,” The Lutheren
Ohurch—Missouri Synod in Asia and the Southeast Pacifis, pp. 7-S.
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1935 to 1957; W. O. Dultowits 1630 %o 1957; H. Smith 1550 to 19563 and &,
Ho Prange 1992 4o 1957 Ths appendixz liste all the misoionaries who have
served in India sinco 1945 or are still in service.

Two very imporiani siops wore %teken in the early 1950's as far as

expanaion is concarned. One of thaso in 1952 when the Genoral Oonference :
rocommended the entablishment of a station in Bombay, the large metropoli-
%an city almost a %housand mileos northwest of the mission atation at

Madras. 7

The second plnne of axpansion among the iuelins of South India
will be treated in the following ohapter. The vast £ield of Bombay where
there ere approximately five million unevangelized people, is divided into
three parto: +the Poomah Distrist which lies %o the east of Bombay, Bombay
proper, and the Jolaba District %o the south of Bombay. Varlous survey
tripa into this areca undorascored the need of starting a station in Bombay
propers In 1954 Rev. Pe Ke Goorge and Rev, James Selvara] accepted calls
to this (for them) "foreizn mission.” Though the work among the Lutherans
in Bombay was mainly in the Tamil and Malayalam lanzuages, both pastors
otudied Hindi ap well, tho main language of Bombay's psople. 3Dombay is

80 difforent from the rest of India, that tho two paotors, arriving from
the villages of the South, felt as strenge as Amerioan missionaries first
arriving in India. They discovered the languages unintelligible, the cus—
toms different, the food unfamilar, and the heotio wey of life quite baf-
ﬂing."a Some of the difficulty of the work in a oity of this kind can

be grasped by the roport of one missionary active there who must carry a

47;!_1-; Lutheran iitness,LXXX (Mareh 4, 1952), 12, Of. GOM, 1952, p. 2%

“Jamea Mayer, "Bombay," The Luthoran Ohurch--Miesocuri Synod in As
and the Southeast Pacifia, p. 5.



36
supply of Bible portions in fifteen different languages in order to dis-

tribute them to the ptmplts.49 In spite of the many obetacles and problems,.

the two pastors with Missiomary Mayer mapped out an agzressive plan for

carrying tho Cospeal of Lizht into the aspiritual darkness of Bombay,

Efforte wore planned in three major fields of endeavor: gathering Lutheran

Christiona who for many yoars were separated from the church of their

mative villageo into a congrogation, carrying on active ovangelistic cam-

paignes through sand with loosl Christians, end working eamong the non-

Ohrintian Hindi-speakinz people of Bombag.ﬁo In 1556 Rev. Je. O, Gamliel
acceptod the eall to replace Pastor George in Bombay, The lattor felt

; it necesanry to %tale A pnetorate in Ernckulam bscause of illness in his

family.

Aggrenzivo evangelistilc work hms been carried on in many areas during
the past thirtcen yeare. Today the India Evangelical Lutheran Church
looks formzrd 4o furbther rlovelnpme:_rt. of personal evangelism, missionary
expansion, and en intensified stewardohip progzam.sltl Evengelism in India
can no longer be looked upon as the work of e salaried person, rather is
it regarded as tho privilege of the rank end file of the Ghurch. As this
privilege 42 devoloped the tempo of the India Svangelical Lutheran Ohurch

will wndorgo & rapid advance in ovangelism and expansion.

493. H, Koppelmann, "A Report of the Visitation of Our Asiatic Mis-
sion Fleld," a mimeographed report, 1952, p. 15.

50303'!0 1954, pe 45.
Slyhe Lutheran Witnsss, LXKVII (Pebruary 25, 1958), 78.

P —



CIMPTER IV

MISSION TO THE MUSLIMS |

The Lutheran Ghurch=--i{iosouri Synod began mission work among the
Mohammedans of India in 1925, IHere in the vicinity of Vaniyembadi, half
of whose ton thousend inhabitants were either genuine Muslins or else
Hindu converts to llohnmmsdaniem, 2 reading room was opened and some
evangolistie work wae carried on in the lMohammodan sections of the com=-
munitye Dre Ho Ae Brux, who had prepnred himself in,tho Arabic language
and customs et the University of Ohicago from 1919 to 1925, was the
founder of this important work. After a five-month stopover in Beirut,
he rnd hio family errived in Boubay January 5, 1924, Due to numsrous
conf'licts over the existing roading room, this phase of the work ad to
be abandoned. #edical work among the Muslims was undortaken and seemed
to expericnco some success. In 1923 iissionary Burow cams to halp Dr.
Brux. Threo years lator on February 24, 1951, Dr. Brux discontinued
work in Indin, and the Hohammodan iMission was loft entirely in the hands
of Mispionary Burow. Aifter completing his language study, Rev. Burow
took over the management of the press which had been established in 1928
and used extensively for printing Huslim Hission literature, Because
there was no Christian material in the Urdu language, the supply cams
solely from this source. Later the press becamo the proporty of the
entire mission. Locatod at Vaniyambadi, the Mission Proes was a valuable
asset, & means of economy, and a mandy and eff'icient servant to the Mie=
sion, providing the necessary publications when other presses were too

busy to handle them. Aftor carrying the whole load for five years,

-



medan Mission began its period of hibernation which lasted until early
in 1950,
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Hissionery Burow discontinued his work in India in 1956.1 The Moham-
Dr. Honry Hau, the famod miosaion personality of The Lutheran Church—-

Missouri Synod, begnh arouning intereat in Christian Missions among the l

Huolime in the early forties. "The Society for the Promotion of Moham= i

modan lMissions" was formed by a group of interested people in the South-

eastorn Diotrict of The Lutheran Church——iiissouri Synod. "The Minaret" l

beeame the officinl organ of this society. It was truly s "call for

Lutheren Micsione to the 350 million peoplo of the Muslim world."2

Attontion was at firet directed toward work among the Kurde in Iraq.

Due to tho oxisting political conditions kindled by religious fanaticiem,

the plans were changed. DNr. Nau then looked into the possibility of be-

ginning work among tho Muslims of Ix-su:.5 Here, too, complicatione set

in, for the government of Iran was extremely wary and feared ulterior

motives.l" On the advice of the Board for Missions in Foreign Countries,

Dr, Nau journeyed %o Indis to survey the possibilitisas of work among the

Muslims alonz the Malabar Coast in South India, Missionarises Jolm Gall

and Henry Otten, who had received calls into this work in 1948, would

soon join Dr. Nau in India. The General Uonference which met in early

January, 1950, made these recommendations regarding the Muslim works

I‘Elmer Ee Grissse, "Lutheran India Missions,” unpublished Master of
Arts Thesis, Washington University, St. Louis, 1945, p. 59.

2Robert 0. Stade, "In Memoriam," The Mimaret, XI (June, 1956), 3-l4.
SHenry Nau, "On the Way," The liinaret, V (September, 1949), 1.
AE. F. Engelbert, 'l’la:l.ting.' The Mi.narg!. v (n.ﬂm’j 1#'9)' 1.
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l. That we ask Dr. Wlau to survey the various areas in South India
" where luslims are concontrated.

2. That the survey of tho Wynand area bhe done in conjection with
the resident missionary [Martin Lutz] and Missionary Wyneken.

5« That the rosumption of Muslim Mission work in tho North Arcot
and Balem District be given due consideration in the selection
of a £isld of work.

4. That Dr. Hau be requested to consult with the General Oonference

Executive Committee before making his £inal recommendations to

the Homs Board,

Tiat the Muslim Miesion work be constituted ae 2 separate lMuslim

Mission Conforence, with en independent budget, end independent

Se

spheres of work, receiving its financial support from the General

Troasurer in the same manner that tho present districts receive

thoirs, and that the manner of affiliation with General Conference
be committed to a committee consisting of Dr. Neu (if he is still

in the country), the Huslim missionaries, and the Executive Com—
mitteo of General Oonference.

6. 1In order to insure ocontinuity in this iuelim Miesion work, every
offort be made to bring the staff of lMuslim Missions up to at
lonat four or five men as early as possible.

7. That, in the ovent that not enough men are evailable for thi.s
work from Americe, we consider the possibility of releasing some
men from the India Mission, and that adequate provision be made
for tre.in%ng in e recognized school of Islamics before entering
the work.

With there resolutions as the foundation upon which to build, the Muelim
Miooion work was revived. On May 10, 1950, Missionary Gall and HMission-
ary Otten with his wife, arrived at the Beach Hotel in Oalicut, where
Dr. Neu vas waiting. Previous to their departure from Americe, they had
spent 2 year of study at the Kennedy School of Missions in Hartford,
Oomnecticut. For the next year or so language study was undertaken at
Foroke, a town on the banks of the Baipore River, about a half mile from
the occean and thirty or forty miles from the Wynaad highlands.6

It ad been decided previous to this that the work would be concen-

trated among the Mappilas or Hoplahs along the lMalabar cocast and also in

Peneral Jonference Minutes of tha Missouri Evangelical Lutheran
India Mission, 1950, p. 12. Hereafter raferred to as GOM.
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J. Gall and H. Otten, "Here We Are,” The Minaret, VI (June, 1950), 1.
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Vaniyambadi, where the seed sown years ago had not been altogether in
vain. Vaniyawbedi, a oity of /10,000 people located on the main road be-
tween Bangnlore and Madrae, the largest cities in South India, is one of
the stations of the Aumbur Distriot of the Indie Mission. The chief work
done here at this time was among the Elindue.. Huelims make up about one-
hlf of the total population. Many of these people were at one time out-
caste Hindus, having been converted under Muslim pressure during the days
vhen Mohammedan rulers controlled the area.7
The mission worlk among tho Mappilas along the Malabar coast also
shoved an outetonding need. Although’the religion of the Koran is mono-
theistic, the Mappilan incorporated into their worship many saints end
mriyre., Their religion showed not a few traces of primitive animism
end ancestor worship. These particular people were also lmown as a
troubleuome class. Their rebsllious spirit seems to have been nourished
by poverty, egrarian problems, and religious fanaticism of one kind or

another.a

The community as a whole was found to be of a rural rather
than of an urban type. It was suggested by Dre. Nau and the two other
members of the committee (Dr. O. Ho Solmidt and M. J. Lutz) appointed by
the Genaral Oonference, that for ths first the Muslim missionaries live
just e bit outside of the selected field itself. Reasons which prompted
this decision were: first, this area though normally peaceful and
friendly, could easily flare up if their leaders aroused them. Thus, a

minor error on the part of the missionaries in their first year might

Tom Gall, "Veniyambedi," The Hinaret, VI (December, 1950), 10.

Baeneral Oonference Executive Committee MHinutes of the Missouri
Evangelical Lutheran India Mission, 1950, ps 5. Hereafter oited as EOM.
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8poil the chances of future succoos; sccond, any house available within
the area itcelf would involve eviction of the prosent tenant, considerable
repaira, hardchip for the new men, and seloction of a center before the
nission wac ready for 1‘&..9

Cne of the meot difficult tasl:s whish Dr, HNau and tho othora had ¢o
deal with was the mothed of approsch. How do wo reach these Mohammedans
with the Gospel? The fact that it is difficult to galn converts from
Hohommsdaniom %o Christionity cannot be denied. Anycne who is asquainted
with tho faots imows that Muslims arc and alwaye have been difficult to
convert. Thaose people are especially on their guard against Christianity:
firet of 2ll, bocaues of what the Koran ssys about this roligion. The
Koren states that Christians believe in thrse Gode=—the Father, ths Virgin
Mary, and Jesus. There is nothing so hated emong !ohammedans as polythe—

20 Tho luslim is f£illed with revuloion bscause of misconceptions.

ism,
Secondly, Christian missionaries in the past have approached the loham-
msden from the logical stendpoint, arguing for the eole truth of Chris-
tianity. This mathod of controversy was & total failure. Men are seldon
brought to Christ by logic, for St; Paul refers to the Gospel of Christ
es being foolishneos to men, The Muslim muet heve a different approach.
In this witnces tho most important thing is continuity of effort. lMany
Muelim mission enterprices died for lack of continuity. = With the know-

ledge of these particulars ilissionaries Gall, Otten, and Nau sought %o

9&- 9 DPe 6-

o )10.!. Gall, "Crosa or Orescent," The i{ission Jall, IV (September,
1949), 3.

IIWM' 1950, pe 8.
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impress Mobammedens with the truth of the Gospel more or lsss indirectly,
using the "non-Biblical" approach. This %typse of witness is done by per—
forming worke of mercy by meeno of hospitals, olinics, orphanages, schools,
end reading roome., In these ways mon of God have sought 4o let their
light so shins before men that they my poe the power of the Gospel end
belisve.

Misaionary Henry Otten and hie wife, and HMissionary Jolm Gall spent
thelr first four months from May 4o August of 1950 at Peroke, ialebar,

In August, Dr. Henry liau returnod %o his post as Prezident of Immanuel
Lutheran Uollege et Greensboro, North Oarolina. A few months later the
two missionaries left on the £ield moved from Feroks to Oalicut. The
min ocoupation during this tims at these two places was language study.
In addition coms ‘tours were made into the interior with a view towerd
finding o permanent mission station on the Malabar coast. In December
of 1950 Miosionary Gall returned to America.

In 1951 after numerous contacts with the psople of the Caliout area,
Mloelonary Otten with his family settled in Wandoor bocauss of ita cen-
tral location and the availability of auit.able_ living quarters. In this
area, vhich wes about three inn;dred squaz;e miles, the population was pre—
dominantly Muslim, and other church bodies had not located there. MNr.

K. Lukose, a 1951 graduate of ths Missouri Miselon Seminary at Nagercoil,
arrived to take up permanent work with Rev. Otten., Freviocus to this, Nr.
Lukose and enother Indian Ohristian, Suosslan, were closely associated
with the Muslim work in this area, have mads numerous excursions with
Rev. Otten. These two again spent a period of ebout four months in the
study of Arabic and Islamios. There were many interested inquirers who
sought out the new missionary and his religion. Some aven tried to




45
convert lHissionary Otten to the Muslim faith. Again end again opportuni-
tiee aross to witness to tho Gospel and to olarify wrong ideas which were
entertained ebout Ohristianity. In Wandoor itself a well-lighted and well-
ventilated reading room was rented and opened December 4, 1951, with Mr.
Lukose in charge. Religious pictures were explained from the Bible, and
the reading room also served es a library. Newspapers, Ohristian biogra~
phies in Malayalam, Christian stories for children, Bibles, Gospels, and
a few Christian novels were placed on the sholves. Also a biographiscal
study of Christ and a copy of Bevan Jones' Best Friend in Malayalam,
written especially for lMuslima, were used in the reading roon."a In
addition to this phase of the work lMissionary Otten drew up plans for a
emll dispensary in the city of Wendoor. A lady doctor was procured
from Tiruvalls, a building was rented, and ths people were being served
in thie area of need.

While this was happoning along the lialabar coast, Dr. Nau, although
sixty-nine years old, had accepted 2 call to return to India, his firast
love, s & missionary to the followers of Mohammsd, whom Dr. Neu so often
reforred to as "the Forgotten People" of Ohristian mission endeavors. He
had served in India from 1905, the date of his graduation from Oonsordia
Seminary, St. Louis, to 1914, He had been personally responsible for
opening up misoion stations in the Hagersoil and lMalayalem areas. Early
in August of 1951 Dr. Neu snd his wife arrived in Vaniyambadi.'” There
a reading room was immsdiately put to use. In addition to this activity,

12601, 1952, p. 32.
12R. Stade, "Lest We Forget," The Minaret, VII (September, 1951), 3.
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Dr. Nau established contact with students of high school age; lectured
on the Bible at Islamish College, a Muslim owned and operated college in
Vanlyambadi; and regulerly visited Krieshmagiri and other nearby villages
and 'touns. The work in the Vaniyambadi area was more complicated due to
the use of Urdu. Dr; Hau spent four t¢o six hours each day in the study
of this difficult language. Hia efforts toward obtaining adequate Indian
persommel for the work emong Muslims wns experiencing soms success., A
cateshist and his wife from the Ambur District offered to enter this
fleld of labor; mlso, another Bible women from the same area, Dr. Nau
arranged for them to study Urdu under a student from Islamiash Oollege.
The study of Urdu was incorporatsed into the ocurriculum at Ooncordia High
School, Ambur, in this way hoping to encourage and interest more Indian
Ohristiane to prepare themselves for this vital field of witness.

Soon efter the beginning of the Muslim Mission, it was necessary to
incorporate the group into ths General Oonference of the Missouri Lutheran
Mission. This action was necessary because of the political situation
and, also, because of financial rensons in respect to the homes board.

It was decided 4that the Muslim Mission would constitute a separate Oon-
ference within the Genoral Odnfeorence and would have the same privileges
end rights es the other area conferences with regard to allocation of

. missionaries, finarces, general administration of work and representation
on the General Oonference Executive Oom!.tteo.u' e
Additional miesionary perscnmel were on the way from America. Two

1952 graduates of Ooncordia Seminary, St. Louis, received and accepted

mEOH, 1952, p. 17.



5
calls to serve in the Muslim Mission fields. Ernest Hahn end his wife

arrived in Vaniyambadi in January, 1955. Roland Miller and his wife
arrived in Malabar in September of the same year, after completing & year
of studies in the Kennedy School of Missions., For a short time there
would be two missionarise in each of the harvest fields. This, however,
would be only temporary, for Dr. Hau was expected to leave for America in
1954. Due to the difficulties in obtaining visas for foreign mission-
aries (Missionaries Halm and Miller had no difficulty because of their
Cenedian citizenship), it was decided to request Indian help in the
Huslim Mission fields. Mr. K. Satyanesan was eppointed to replace Mr. K.
Lukose, who had resigned from the work in the iWandoor reading room. This
replacement losted only 2 short tims, for Mr. Satyanesan returned to the
Seminery at Nagercoil to undergo further training. A very capable re-
plagenmsnt was sequired in the person of H. Appukuttan. On March 22,
1953, Rev. P. V. David was ordained and commissioned in Trivandrum as
the firet Indian pastor among the Muauma.15 In the following year Rev.
P, Ohellayyan and Reve R. Devadoss also acoepted calls into the Muslim
Miesion work.m So, the small force of Gospel workmen was growing.
Meanwhile, the dispeneary at Wandoor had expanded and reached out
into the smll village of Pandikad, eight miles south. Each week the
smll force from Wandoor would take the short jaunt to Pandikad for the
purpose of serving the people with medicine for the body and the soul.

-

At Wandoor Dr. Mery Abraham, & Mar Thoma Syrian Christian, who had . "~

iuslin lission Oonference Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical
lutheran India #ission, 1953, p. 2. Hereafter will be referred to as
WM,
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RO Nor wod Laet e D Yag el axporloned Al Muihbuas W Noskhs Wl
M arrived. Myae 4. Thomas wae acquived wo 0% compsuslar oF PRACEA
elst, & replrooment wnz a00n neaded, as Myve, Thosas vealgnad, Afay &
Sonaideradle seareh dy Misslonayy Otten, Me. Po M. Vg lwes waa nlvad,
He had roceived his training in the Proabytorisn Misslon Hospital in
Hiraj and proved himself a neat and afflolent conpoundar ao well ae &
sincere Ohviutian.ls Mrae Otten wae oapable of dolng most of tha laba-
ratory disgnosis in tho dispensary. At the end of the £ivet year the
Wandoor disponsary treated a total numbor of 17,175 patienta, OFf thias
number 771 wers trented from the branch dlispansary at Pnndihnd.w From
the Oonquest for Chrict funde of the Missourl Synod, money had been al-
lotted for these buildings: disponsary, dootor's house, compounders'
house, pastor's house, and missionary bungalow. Plans were dram up for
this much needed building progrem on eight acres of land, looated next to
the government high sohool .20

hen Miseionary and lirs. R. Miller arrived in Malabar, they took up
residence about thirteen miles west of Wandoor. For the first year they
devoted themselves almost entirely to the study of the Malayalam language.
After this it was decided by the Muslim Mission Conference to make Malap-

puram the area 4o be developed by Misaionary :-H.llor.zl This place was

17!!. Otten, "A Few Hours in the Yendoor Dispensary,"” The Minaret,
VIII (September, 1952), 6.

1”2)155115 0. Stade, "News From the Field," The Minaret, VIII (December,
2 ]

1%, Frese, "Pandikad at Homs," The Minaret, IX (December, 1953), 12.
20y, Otten, "A Ohapel on the Hill," Ibid., p. 4.
2La0m, 1954, p. 1.
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situated in the oenter of the Muslim population and located high on the
elope of a hill, making it an excellent place to live. Missionary and
Mrs. Halm both spent fifteon months of intensive work in the siudy of
the Urdu lengunge. Meanwhile, Dr. Nau continued to make his rounds, in-
structing many individuals and doing evangelistic work. Here is an ex-
cerpt from one of his last lettsrs from the fisld:
Basides this work E)r. Neu 1s referring to the relizious instruction
olasses in which he was also engaged,] , I have regularly visited the
villagee round about Vaniyzmbadi, proclaiming to the people forgive-
noss of sin and salvation through the Neme of Jesus Ohrist, Alto-
gother I lave visited about 150 of these vilillages, znd in only two
of them have I been met with opposition. Generally speaking, the
poople werc happy to listen. Usually the Indian pastors from Vani-
yerbadi and Medupallayam accompanied me.
Twenty-five miles from here are the Javwadi Hills, inhabited by
hill tribes. Lact week agaln we trekked up there and stayed scms
three days. This time I took two Bible women along in order to
attract the women of these hill tribes. Ve cams back greatly en—-
couraged. Tho work up_there is great enough to demand the services
of a full-time pastor.22
On April 17, 1954, Dr. Nau and his wife sailed from India for Amsrica
with the intent, however, of returning after a brief furlough. This
. left the Vaniyambadi £ield in the hands of Misgionery Hahn end of Rev.
Devadoss, who was still engaged in preparatory work in the Henry Martyn
School of Ieldmies at Aligarh, North India.
Luther Engelbrecht, a 1955 graduate of the 8t. Louie Seminary, had
accepted the call to labor among the Muslims. He and his family were
very eager to enter the work end began their preparation in the Kemnody

8chool of Hisalons.25 They sailed for India on May 25, 1955. He bad

22!1. Nau, "Dr. Nau Writes," The Minaret, IX (May, 1954), 10.
20, 1954, p. 5
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been allocated to replace Dr. Nau, who had been active in and around
Vaniyambadi. Becauce this field wms being worked by Missionmary Hahn,
together with Rev. Devadoss, an: Indian pastor; Decasagayam, reading room
attendant; and Mrs. Devabakkiam, a Bible woman; it waes decided another
opportunity should be developed in and eround Krishnagiri. HMissionary
Engelbrecht moved here in October, 1956, and worked among four different
linguistic groups: Urdu, the language of most Indisn Huslims; Tamil, ths
language of Madrns State and of most of the Indian Ohristians; Telugu,
the languege of neighboring Andhra State; and Kanarese, the language of
neighboring Mysore State. He himself was able to learn only Urdu and
relied on Indian co=workers for the other languagos.m’

Dr. Neu, who had hoped to return to this beloved field of labor in
Indie, had been callati by His Lord to his home in heaven. On M¥ay 17, :
1956, the man of God who had brought light to many dark corners of the l
earth passed from the Church Militant to the Ohuroh Triumphant. He had
glven much of his life to the mission fields of our Ohurch.

hlong the Malasbar coast }Miesionaries Miller and Otten carried on
their labors of love and meroy by means of the dispensary at Wandoor and
now & Child Welfare and Maternity Guidance Oenter at Malappuram.. The
latter waes dedicated March 26, 1956, and a Ohristian nurse, Miss
Muthammal, was appointed to serve the people in that area. In Wandoor
Dr., Mary Abraham, who had served in the dispensary from its beginmning,
took up another post and left on February 13, 1955. For a brief period
of time Dr. Saramma Thoms, a very efficient and capable woman, carried

2hop,jef Ttems," The Minaret, XIIT (September, 1957), 12.
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on the work. Thie eppointment wes only temporary and on July 1, 1955,
Dr. Annamma Iseac took up her duties.25 Because the numbor of patients
being trented by the dispensary had almost doubled, it was necessary to
incrense the staff., In Decembsr of 1955, lMrs. Elsie Varughese, .the wife
of the compounder, was appointed ac nuree and midwife. A few months
later Miss Achamma Chorisn joined the staff as an aid 'bo. ¥rs, Ctten,
the laboratory teehnicisn, In May of 19556, e mle doctor, Dr. T. V.
Kuruville, wao added %o the diapensary staff.26 With these additions
it wvas mde possible for lissionary Otten and his family to return to
America for a year's furlough, withocut harm to the evangelistic and
medical work of Vandoor and Pandilad. During the first term the Ottens
had leid an excellent foundation for extensive evangelistic work among
the Mappiles of Wandoor end the surrcunding area, With his return in
Ootober of 1957, big steps forward could be looked for, with the contin-
ued blessing of the Lord.

While Miseionary Otton and his family were on furlough the evangel-
istic work was cerried on by Reve. P. V. David, A, Asirvadom, and R, Fred-
eriok. Children and adults with whom these msn met acquired a good know-
ledge of Bible History in the reading rooms at Yandoor and Pandikad,
Flannelgraphs, Sunday School leaflets, and various books were used as
effective aids in thie worke. The most important activity on the part of
Rev. David was peraonel witness, He reports of his work in this way:

Usi.n.g Wandoor as the center, I have walked up to eight miles in all
directions, visiting homes along the roadside, stopping in shops,

250M, 1955, ps 19
26””“' 1”6' Pe Ge
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and talking to many individuals about the Lord Jesus Ohrist, Alto-

gether I have aspoken to some five hundred families and more than

one thousend individuals, Somo of thece were Hindus, but the great

mjority were Muslims., A number of these have requested additional

Eaveatel requests fon Arabil and seiaze TediusEea VL
Also in Vandoor, Reve. David conducted Bible olassos for 4wo Muslims and
hoeld devotions in the dispensary. Tha dispensary continued its service
of love by treating sabout one hundred patients daily.28 ‘

Mioaiomary Otten and his family returned to Wandoor on October 14, |
1957 Practically the entire lMohammadan %own assembled to welcome them |’
baok.29 This rooception was quite a contrast to the one rene!.ved vhen
work was begun in the area., Suspicions and even threats acoompanied the
Ottons in 1551; but now there were words of welcoms and joye Truly the
Goepel witness, lived out in daily life, had taken hold upon the paople
of Wandoor.

Ninetaen fifty-seven saw many forward steps being made in the other
flelde of operation, ealso. A vacation Bible school was conducted in Vani-
yambadl in an attempt to reach the children of that city who as yet had
not had the opportunity for hearing and learning of Jesus: Twenty-seven
mon end women, including lay people and teachers, served on the staff,
and 212 children, representing twenty localities, were enrolled.”® In

Krishmagiri a resding room was opened and put into operiti.on by Mre. G.

27p, V. David, "An Open letter," The Minaret, XIII (January, 1958), Se

28ny1081on Among the Muslims in India," The Lutheran Witness, IXXVII
(January 28, 1958), 15.

29nNows of the Ohuroh in the World," The Lutheran Witness, LXXVII
(January 14, 1956), 5.

509News Items,” The Minaret, XIII (January, 1958), 10.
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Shem, o soncecrated and eouragesus young noﬂmr.ﬂ In September an
institute for Ohristians interested in learning how to epproach Muslims
vas held in Vaniyambadi. In Malappuram Missionary R. Miller instructed
a wealthy ocloth merchant, a Muslim farmeyr, and a Hindu clerk; tweive
Hindu ohildren were enrolled in the Sunday Sohool.52 Fifty patients
a day came to the Welfare Oenter located at Malappuram for treatment
end care. The leprosy ¢linic commeated with the Oenter served about
ninety laepers. And, thus, the work among the Muelims of India has
continued to grow.

For yoare the need for organizaed lMuslim svangelisn in other areas
was recognized, but only recently expansion in the Ifilamel, Tinnevelly,
and Vallioor arees realized, After a survey of the Nilamel area, it was
estimated sbout one hundred thousand Mualims live within a thirty mile
radius. Rev., P. V. David, vho had much experience in Muslinm evangeliem,

bogan this work in and around m.lmzaal.35

Two students, K. P. Samraj and
S. Suvisesharmithu, who will graduate from Ooncordia Seminary, Ragercoil,
in 1958, will ke called to further expand the Muslim iission outreach.
Gospel work among the Muslime by the Seminary students at Nagercoll was
alno carried on as a part of the reguler field work programe. The students
go in teama %o the Muslim villages where they carry on both individual

evangelism end street raeetinga.yl' lfuch ‘enthusiasn and interect has been

3l1bid., p. 11,

32t)10010n Among the HMuslime in India," loe. cit.
oM, 1957, pe 15
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shown in this field works Truly tho missionaries and Indian Ohristians
have brought ths Gospel of love and pacrifice end salvation to the "For—~
gotten Paoplo" of Ohristian Missions.

The final meeting of the Mualim Miasion Uonference of the Missouri
Evangelical Lutheran India Mission took place in Krishnegiri on November
2, 1957, As of January, 1958, this Conference becamo the Board for
Muslinm York of the India Evengelical Lutheran GChurches In the pest it |
vas an independent conference; now it is a board under the control of :
the Indisn Churche Thio work will still recsive support from the Home
Board in Americz, and yot it will be the responsibility of Indian Ohriet-
lana, This is their mission work, and with the bleéeings of Almighty
God the sndsavor will continue to more forward-—ever forward until the
day whan the true Christian witness han reasched the remotest corner of

Indie and the world,




OEAPIER ¥
GROWTH TOWARD AN INDIGENOUS OHURCH

t w23 not only India that entered & new erz on Indepsndence Day,
1947, but aleo the Miesion of the Missourl Synod. Since that 4ims there
has been groater effort toward having the congregations take over more
responeibility for their work of building the Qhurch of Christ. Eyes
wore fixed on the day when the Ghurch in India would be able to do the
work of the Lord without depending on assistance or guidance from other
lands, In order %o realize this goal, a church, built on an Indian scale
to suit Indian needs, rather than a foreign church imposed on Indian
soll, would have to be developed. In thes formation of an indigenous
church in India ths goals of self-government, self-support, and self- {
propagation were stressad,

The preliminary steps of setting up & program of cocperation between
missionaries and Indian leaders had been taken in all thrae disiricts,
Anbur, Trivandrum, and Nagercoil, previous to 1947. Following ths years
of world turmoil from 1S40 to 1945, all of Indis realized 4hat independ-
ence was fast approeching. ihen this came the lMission accelerated its
program of developing proper leadership, capable of assuming control of
the affairs of the churoh. A% first there seemed to bo very little en-
thusiaem for self=-governmeni on tl;ne part of the Indian Chrietians, and °
missionaries also entertained much doubt about the ability of the con—
gregations to conduct their owm aﬂ.‘ai.r..l However, the atmosphere of a

10\ H. Swavely, editor, The Lutheran Enterprise in India (Madras,
South India: The Diocesan Press, 1952), P p.—E!:. .!E TR Y AP
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politically free India began to make it easier to intorest the congrega-
tions in self-support and self-government.

Already in 1924 the congregatione of the Ambur District had organ—
ized themselves into a Pirathinithi Sangam or Delegates Oonference for E :
purposes of conducting joint evangelistic projects. Year after year more
and more responsibilities were given to this Sangem with 2 view of con—
verting it into 2 Synod. This goal was attained on October 22, 19438,
vhen e dreft constitution was accepted. Rev. M. Philip, en Indian pastor
from Vaniyambadi, wan elected as the first president of the Synod, which
comprised forty=-sight congregations with a baptized membership of a
little more than five thousand.z A year later, in October, 1949, the
India Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch——Ambur District was officially inaugu-
rated. It was folt that in the matter of self-government integration was
the best procedure; that is, a partnership between Church and Mission in
the total vork of the Ohurch. Therefore, & Joint Executive Oouncil, com=—
posed of oight Indian members and all the miesionaries of the Ambur Dis-
trict, was set up to conduct church business. Joint administrative com= |
mittees were established to administer evangelistio, educational and
medical m»r!:.3 Ho longer was it only missionaries who made the decisions,
but misocionaries and elected representatives of the Indian Ohurch. This
period of cooperation enabled the missionaries to train and guide Indian ‘
Christians in the administrative responsibilities of the work.

ora!ﬂ Missions Bulletin, XXXVI (December 15, 1943),; 8; N. J.
Ezekie A Brief History of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mis-
sion,"” 1954, an unpublished manuseript in possession of the Board for
Hissions in Foreign Countries, St. Louis, p. 6.

Jaeneral Oonference Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical Luthersn
India Mission, 1950, p. 3. Hereafter oited as GOM.
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Steps were also taken in the Negercoil and Trivandrum Districts to

have members end congregations take over more work and responsibility,
In both of these districts Delegate Conferences were organized with the

aim of forming Distriot Synods. More and more congregations adopted

their own constitutions. A system of subsidy was inaugursted whereby |
each congregation prepared a yearly budget, and the necessary money
needed over and above contributions was generally given by the Home
Church, This did much to stimulate interest in the congregations to do
more for the work of the Ohurah.h In both of these districts there were
obetacles in the way of further organization which were not met with in
the Ambur District. Oaste problems had to be dealt with on a large
soale. The scattered fields and congregations made travel difficult and
expensive. Before an extensive organization could be established on the
synodical level, a stronger form of organization on the congregational
level had to be built. This proved to be a slow and tedious task whioh
demanded patience on the part of all concerned.

From 1952 to 1956 the Nagercoil and Trivandrum Distriect Oonferences
were actively engaged in working out their respective plana for synodical
organizatione. In October, 1956, twenty-five circles or circuits in Tri-
vandrum sent seventy-five delegates to the organization meeting of the
district synod, held in Ooncordia High School, Trivandrum. The new con-
stitution was accepted after careful consideration of each point of the
proposed document. Rev. D. Vethamaniokam was elected as president of the :
Trivandrum Distriot Synod. The Synod also chose officers for the four '

“Ibld. » Pe 4,
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standing cormittees of Gospel VWork, Education, Building, and the Execu-

tive Committee. The latter included nine Indian pastors and seven mis-
oionaries, while the other three committeas were composed of four Indians

and two missionariea.5 The responsibility of the work of the Ohurch was ‘_:
turned over to the nationals with missionariles assuming the role of ad-
visors. This orgenization in the Trivandrum District drew together one
hundred five congrsgatioms, thirty-seven pastors, and about twelve thou-
sand members,

Approximztely one month later in November, 1956, the sams type of
meeting took plece in the Hagercoil District. Seventy-eight congrega-
tions become charter members of the new district synod by signing the
constitution. Again the transfer of administration from Mlession to
Church took place to some extent. At the closs of the organizational
meeting of the India Evangolical Lutheran Church——ilagercoil Distrioct,
Hissionary Rittmanm, the last chairman of the Negercoil District Oonfer=-
ence, handed a Bible and a copy of the new diestriot constitution to the
nevly-elected president of the Nagercoil District Synod, Rev. S. Savari-
muthu.6 Thie was & wonderful way in which to enter the Golden Jubilee
year of 1557, commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the work of the
Mission in the Magerecoil Diatrict.

With the formation of synods in Ambur, Trivandrum, end Nagercoil
earnest attention could now be given to the organization of the three \
districts into & unit. In the interest of keeping the districts from
spreading far apart instead of drawing closer together, the General

IThe Lutheran iitness, IXXVI (Jenuary 29, 1957), 5l.
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Oonference in 1956 resolved to include Indian members on all of its im- )\
portant oommitteea.7 This venture, the first in the history of the Mis-
sion, proved to be of great mutual benefit to the missicnaries and Indian
leaders. The targot date of 1958 was set for a synodical organizatiom, |
The reasons for havinz such an organization were more pressing than ever
before, due mainly to the nationalistic pressures of the Indian govern-
ment, which kept insisting that Indian institutions muet atand on their
o feet and take a greater part in the management of their own affaire,

This was also in keeping with ths feelings of the lMission and plans were

made for the joint syncd. Each district elected two Indian representa- 7_ 2

tivee and ono miosionary delegate to a Synod Formation Oommittee. This
group drafted a synodical constitution which was accepted and approved
by the three district bodies and the Home Board. The time eand place of

meeting was aet for January, 1958, at Nagercoil. Dr. A. H. Grumm, first

—

vice-president of The Lutheran Church—-ifissouri Synod, was invited to be
present when the General Synod of the Indie Evengelical Lutheran Ohurch
(I.E.L.C.) cerme into being, along with Dr. A, Fuerbringer, president of
Congordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Dr. O, H. Schnidt, Executive
Secretery of the Board for Missione in Foreign Countries, was also on
hand for this historie event.

On January 9, 1958, the first eutonomous church in the foreign mis-
sion history of The Lutheran Church——i{issouri Synod was established when
the three districts of Ambur, Nagercoil, end Trivandrum were brought to-
goethor into one self-governing church body. After oonsiderable discus-

sicn on delegate representation and the pngi,_m;na in the new autonomous

e

Taom, 1956, p. 3.
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church which could be ococupied by missionaries, the constitution of the

I,E.L.0. was unanimously adopted. Rev. B. H. Jackayya, an Indian pastor

and profeasor at Ooncordia Seminary, Nagercoil, was elected to the top

8

office of General Seorstary.” This sister church of the Missouri Synod

of Amsrica looks forward to a bright future—ea future of which Rev.
Jaclkayya speaks in an open letter to the Church in Americat

We also look forward into the future. The oreation of the Indian
Church places upon us heavy responsibilities. How much are we
equipped epiritually, mentally, and financially to take these God-
glven responeibilities on our shoulders? Many difficulties and
probleme surround us. Many hindrances and handicaps face us. Oppo-
eition to Gospel work is increasing. But in spite of all this fear
and doubt we know that the Lord is still ruling and guiding both the
church and the nations and that "the gates of hell shall not prevail
against the church." \e are nlso assured by you of your continued
prayers and help in men and money, so that we achisve the goal that
is set before us.

It is, therefore, with a sense of overwhelming joy and gratitude .
end hope that we begin the new life of the Church. Pray for us that
we re-dedicate ourselves and all that we have to the service of the
Church, that we may always and ever turn our eyes to the boundless
and merciful love of God in Christ Jesus and that you and we may be
blessed ¢o see, in the gracious providence of God, another glorious
day when we will becoms & "full-grown" Ohurch doing & mighty work
in this our country and even in countries outside Indial
A long-awaited goal had been reached in South Indiam, but the primary goal
and aim of the Miesion and ths Ohurch would always be to build the King-
dom of our Savior in all the world. Self-government had been attained,
but the I.E.L.0. is going ahead cautiously in taking over the work. For
& time, Mismouri Synod's miesionaries will continue as advisors and help- '™
ers under the I.E.L.C.

Another part of independence is financial independence——self-support.

8rhe Lutheran Witness, IXXVII (Pebruary 11, 1958), 51.

8. H. Jackayya, "Letters," The Lutheran Witness, LXXVII (February
25, 1958), 95.
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Dependence on foreign finance in various phases of the church's life and
work was %taken for granted by Indian Ohristians for many years. During
the past ten years this has changed considerably. Early in the history
of the Mission it seems little attention was given to the grace of giving.
This wac very lilely due to the extreme poverty of the individual congre-
gatlon mombers. Although most of the congregaticns are still composed of
membars whose economic status is very low, they have been urged to further
growth in the art of Christian giving. Self-support is still in the dis-
tant future, but with the reduction of five per cent every year of the
Americen church's subsidy to the Indian Ohurch, self-support will be at-
tained, even ig it takes the full twenty years.

In 1948 the Ambur Distriot developed & method of financing the work
in existing congregations by means of requeat“and subeidy. Previous to
this plan, the Homs Church essumsd the support of the local congregatioms.
The people were encouraged to contribute, but they realized that if the
necessary funds were not raised by themselves they would be supplied by
the lMission. This system placed.the foreign organization et the center ,
and tonded to give the impression that the support of the local congre-— I
gational vork was the responeibility of the foreigner. To overcoms this
dietinct disadvantage and to center the responsibility of the wc;rk wvhere
it belonged-—in the loc2l congregation——the subsidy system was developed.
Each congregation set up a budget for its work and endeavored to support
ite own pastor and teacher(s). When additicnal help was needed the group
applied to the }Mission for a grant out of foreign funde, \/hen such a
grant wap made, the local congregation and the Mission entered an agree-
ment with each other, whereby each would fulfill its finonscial obliga-
tione. This system of financing in the Ambur Distrist resulted in average
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eontributions twice as high as thooe in the distriots where the system
was not in forcenm With these results es evidence of the workability of
a system such as this, i% was soon implemented in the other two districts.
While ealling #~r support from the Home churoch, there was a demand for
definite contributions from tho national church, alsc. A similar plan

affected the building programs throughout the three districts. When a

group desired land or a building it would have to gather twenty per cemt | I

of the cost before the Mission would grant twenty per cent and loan s_ixty:
per coent of the total cost. The twenty per cent gift came directly from
Ameﬂcnn funds, and the sixty per cent loan likewise from the lMission
funde, aoms of which accumulated in the Church Building Fund in India,
eimiler to the Church Extension Fund in Amsrlca.n In most cases it took
mny years-——ofton toc long=——before the congregation could raise even one-
fifth of the necessary building or land fund. In ths future this plan
will be rigidly enforced.

The missionarios and Indian leaders began to realize the importance
of financial independence when the severe blow of Communism struck the
Missouri Syncd's mission in Ohina. But the India Mission also saw that
to accomplish self-support, particularly on the congregation level, would
mean & marked incroase in the offerings ard a substantial decrease in ex-
penditures. Attempts were made, but on ths whole they completely failed
to mke possible a deorsase in the amount of financial help necessary.
¥ore Indian men and women were offering themselves for service in the

104, L. Kretzmann, "The India Mission 1947-1950," a mimeographed
report, p. 5.

15 H. Koppelmmn, editor, "India 1956," 1956 Forelgn lissicns of
The Lutheran Church—-Missouri Synod (St. Louls: Board for Missions in
Foreign Countries, 1957 )y De 3s
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Mission orgenization; they were put on the payroll. The cost of living
was rising, due to the government's stress on industrialization. This
meant & raine for teachers and pastors besause the salaries for teachers
in t!m public schools had risen: Ths teachers affliated with the Misaion
had to be paid on the pame scale, as their salaries too were under govern-
ment supervision. Instead of a decrease in subsidy £rom the Home church
a substantial inorease was needed each ysear.

5 very severe problem in self-support lies in the limited resources

of the individunl congregations. Host of these have memberships which

cone from the economically and socially lower classes. The average income
of a famlly affords enough money to buy food, while other expenses must

be taken care of by borrowing or doing without.m Economic pressure is
groat throughout India as the average income per capita is fifty-seven
dollars,}> Quite often the pastor's salary must be paid by the liesion
or he receives no salary at alle Most of the congregations are convinced
that the work of the Ohurch camnot be done without salaried workers,
whether they be pastors, teachers, or catechists. It may be necessary

to conszolidate many of the congregations which exist side by side, so
that together they can support their pastor. For a congregation to become
gself-supporting a drastic incresse in the numsrical structure is neces-
sary. These various problems will have to be solved as the subsidy is

12414,

13 General Oonference Exscutive Oommittee Minutes of the Missourl
Evangelical Luthsran India Miosion, 1956, p. 36. According to a report
from New Delhi, India, appearing in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Section
A, ps 12, col. 6, the official figures show an average incomes of $58.86.
This figure is still one of the lowest in the world.
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reduced each year. Unsalaried lay workers and minieters will have to be
implemented as the necessary tools for expanding the Ohurch of Ohrist.

_511_395615119 Board for Missions in Foreign Countries resolved "to \
send no more for church operations in India in 1957 then recoived in 1956,
and that with the 1958 f£iscal year there would be a downward revision of f
five per cent & year until after twenty years ths Ohurch would be on its
om," ¥ oy presently included in this extended plafx toward self-support
is any reduction of subsidy for the Seminary, the medical mission, and
the misnion tc the Muslima. The main purpose of this plan is fourfold:

1. To make the five per cent cubt an orderly procedurs,

2., To direct it at the responsible area of the church's work.
3« To remove any misunderstanding tiat "we [ths home church| are

5 gulling out." 15
o« To nurture o senso of mission responsibility.
Host of the missionaries and Indian leaders are convinced that the anmml
reduction is necessary. The goal of self-support will be weleomed by all.
By foren of ocircumstences the responsibility for bringing the Gospel
to the millions of people in Indis has bheen increasingly assumsd by na= "}
tional Ohristians. An example of this 19 the experience of the Home
Church in failing to obtain permission to send new missionariss to replace
thoee who were loat to the service of the Mission either. by death or res—
ignation. Today the numerical etrength of the foreign staff is very low,
compared to what it wes in former years, Thias means that the church in
each local situation has to be ac;tivaly concerned for those on the out—-
side, Members have grown away from the old idea that the preaching of

the Gospel is only the work of the paid mission worker or the foreigner.

lka'!.dc p De 67-
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Purther training and development is needed in the most important aspect
of the indigenous church--self-propagation. Rev. Jackayya, speaking to
the Mirst General Synod Oonvention, wnderlined the importance of

evangeliom,

The Ohurch ie not an end in itself. Its sole purpose is evangelism.
The Ohurch cannot but evengelize. The Ohurch is a Church only when
there 1z witnessing in the Ohurch. Fire burns. Fire is not fire
unless it burns. S0 also the Chmrch is not a church unless it evan-
gelizea, Evangeliem is not merely a duty or responsibility. It is
the very nature of the Church.

Evangeliem does not mean only "out preaching." Ohristians should be
witneases to Ohrist in their lives and evocstions. To this end the
Body of Ohrist is tq be edified. This is the first ani foremost
work of the Synod.
Both within end without the India Evangeliocal Lutheran Church barriers
to the spread of ths Gospel will be me%; but the Head of the Church

direots, sontrols, and gives abundant blessing to His Ohurch.

16Proeeed1ngs of the First General Synod Uonvention of the India
Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch, 1958, p. 25.




CHAPTER VI
EXTERNAL REIATIONS

One of the most active sections of the ecumsnical-minded world is
that of Indin. The Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission is right
in the middle of this constant movement toward wider and still wider
union. The impetus toward union was given an added thrust when Indian
independence booame a reality. It was only natural that when India re-
coived political freedom £rom Yestern domination it had to declare its
ettitude toward Western influence in all spheres: 6f life-—sconomis,
cultural, political, and religious. Many feared that the activity of
foreign misnionaries would come to an end at once. This fear was un-
founded; but, nevertheless, there was always the possibility that soon
the time would come when foreign staff members would have to evacuate.
Because most pesople feel that there is etremgth in numbers, especially
vhen the number of non-Ohristians is so great, union is the only answer.
In confronting the non-Ohristian a wnited approach has been thought to
be more effective.

There has been a need for much concern with regard to the ecumeni-
cal movement in four particular fields: discussions and negotiations
with (1) The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India; (2)
The Tamil Nad Lutheran Free Conferences, which includes the three
Lutheran groups active in South Indias (3) The National Christian
Oouncil; and (4) The Church of South India. This chapter will be .
divided in this manner.
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The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India

The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India (F.E.L.C.)
corresponds somewhat to the National Lutheran Oouncil in the Uni.f;eti ot
States. All the Lutheran bodies represented in India, except the Mis-
souri Evangelical Lutheran India Miesion (M.E.L.I.M.), are members of
the F.5.L.0. The Federation wae formed in 1926 and its oonstitution
adopted in 1952.1 In 1949, the Federation counted ten member-synods or
churches, besides four co-operating miseions. The member-churches and
the founding missions are listed hers with their baptized membership.
The historiocal data is taken from the publication, edited by C. H.
Swavely, The Lutheran Enterprise in India (Madras: The Diocesan Press,
1952). Ths figures are from Lutheran Ohurches of the llorld, published
under the auspices of the Lutheran iorld Federation, 1957. The section
on the Far East was written by Rajah B, Manilkam, Bishop of the Tamil

Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Nams end Founder Baptized Membsrship

Tamil Evangelical Lutheran OChurch 50,000
1706 Danish-Halle lission
1840 Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran lfission
1874 Churoch of Sweden Mission
1919 Temil Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch founded

Andhra Evengelical Lutheran Ohurch 250,000
1842 General Synod (Guntur Field)
1870 Generyal Council (Rajahmundry Field)
1879 Augustana Ev. Lutheran Ohurch (U.L.C.A.)
1927 Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch Gonstituted

15, M. Zorn, "Lutheranism in India," Qoncordia Theological Monthly,
XXIII (November, 1952), 823, .
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Gosener Evangelical Lutheran Church 201,670
1845 Gossner Evangelical Luthsran Mission
1919 Autonomy declared

Aroot Lutheran Church 12,000
18644 Danish Missionary Society
1913 Ohurch constitution inaugurated

South Andhra Lutheran Ghurch 13,584
1855 Hermanneburg Mission Society
1520 Taken over by Ohio Synod
1945 South Andhra Lutheran Church organized

Santal Evangelical Lutheran Cihurch 32,599
1865 Scandinavian Miosionaries begin
1910 Santal Mission of the Northern Churches

Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Oentral Provinces 4,420
1877 Evangelical National Missionary Sociaety
of Stockholm
1625 Church oconstitution acaoepted

Joypore Evangelical Lutheran Church 29,243 (1550)
1882 Schleswig-Holstein Ev. Lutheran Mission
Society, also called Breklum Society
1928 Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch established

Evangeliocal Lutheran Church in East Jeypore 1,062
1890 Broklum Society lisscion
1952 Placed under Danish Mission Society
1949 Ohurch organized

Sirhadi Evangelical Lutheran Church 225 (1550)
1505 Danish Pathan Mission in Pakistan
1959 Lutheran Sirhadi Church consecrated

Oo—-operating Missions

United Lutheran Church Mission (1842 co-operated with
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church)

Ameriocan Lutheran Ohurch Mission (1865)

Ohurch of Sweden Misaion (1874, co-operated member of

' Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church)

Evangelical National Missionary Sooiety of Stockholm
(Co-operated member of Santal Ev. Lutheran Church)

Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission (For purposes
of comparison) 29,185
1894 The Lutheran Ohurch——iissouri Synod launches
its foreign misaion progran
1958 India Evangelical Lutheran Church formed
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During the war years the various Lutheran missions and churches had
worked together in close harmony, mainly in extending aid to German mis-
sionaries and to orphaned miesions. Vhen this relationship was no longer
necessary sach group tended to go itsc own way, but the leasders of the
Federation eaw the denger and called the churches together. An énhrged
Executive Oommittese of tha Federation met in Madrae during December of
1946. Rov. Jackayya end Misoionary lang of the Missouri ¥ission were
also invited to attend. It became quite evident to most everyone present
that tho strength of the Federation was in jeopardy., Hissiomary lang in
his report to the Genoral Oonference summarized the feeling of those
present in these words:
An Indlan said that the Fedération is ons of the most backward of
Ohristian groups and that it doesn't know the times. He stated
thot Ohristian membere of the Indian Assembly are ageainst sending
money from foreign countries to India for Missions and for mission-
eriea and that these and other opinions must bo fought. Another
Indian said that the Federation was not do anything, the commit-
tesn wore not workings; the Gospel Witness [the magezine of the F.E.
L.c.] was poor. A missionary replied that the reason committees
were not working was that they continued to elect men on committees
who they knew from experience would not do the work. Another mis-
sionary advised waiting a few years to obtain a full-time worker
for tho Federation. Some felt that a full-time worker was desper-—
atelz needed %o keep the working apparatus of the Federation in
use. 3
There seemed to be little unity of thought on the matter of chu?oh union,
which was discussed at some length. It was pointed out that a union of
Lutheran Ohurches must be based on faith and theology, but before this
could bs a reality doctrinal discussion betwsen the Lutheran groups in-
volved would have to be undertaken. Quite a number of Indian pastors

felt that the Lutherans should join the South India United Ohurch, even

28upp1mnt to the General Uonference Executive Committee Minutes
of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission, 1947, p. 1.
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before they were sure of the union in the Federation. All in all, there
was a certain amount of dissension among the :'lmkls.5
The postwar years were trying ones for the Federation and in 1947
1t became evident that there had to be a ohange of tactics, mainly due to
the formation of The Chureh of South India (0.5.I.) The F.E.L.0. was
forced to pay attention to three mtters in the field of internmal and
oxternal relationships:
a. Thore vas a otrong movement for changing the Federation into a
nore closely united church.
bs The M.E.L.I.M. had from time to time, and much more so during
the past years, sent "observers," on invitation, to the meetings
of the Mederation, and also in other ways shown an interest in
the question of inter-Lutheran co-operation and possible union.
c¢. In 1947, the Anglicana and the Methodists joined ths South India
United Church |[mostly Presbyterians and Oongregationnlistn] to
form the Church of 3South India.. This left the Luthorans and
the Baptiste the only remaining large bodies of ovaniel.teal
Christians in South India outside the united church.
So the preseure was put on the F.E.L.0. from outside groups. The 0.S.I.
sent out invitations to the Lutheran groups and the Baptists for discus-

sion toward a wider union. The M.E.L.I.M. wvas interested in furthering

doctrinal discusaion on the matter. Rather than work toward a loosely

organized group of all the Protestant churches in India, which was the

ain of the 0.8.I., the F.E.L.0. felt that a confessional basis was essen-
tial to the formtion of a satisfactory united Lutheran Church in India,
To meet these 'problam the PF.E.L.0. began the preparation of a dootrimal
statement in 1948, Tho first edition of this statement was printed at
the Missouri Mission press in Vaniyambadi in 19'!»9.5

5Ibld.. Pe 2,

4, E. Miller, "Dootrinal Statement of Lutherenism in India,® Jon-
cordia Theologioal Monthly, XXI (Ooctober, 1950), 761.

5Ibsd., p. 762.
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Extensive work went into the preparation of the Doctrinal Statement.
The Executive Council of the F.E.L.0. appointed a committee on Lutheran
Unity, whose task it was to study afresh the contents of the Lutheran
Oonfessions and state them in brief end simple languege, with special
reference to the situation of the Church in the new, free India. Repre-
sentatives of the various bodies, including ths M.E.L.I.M., met at dif-
ferent centers and held retreats of several days in which a joint study
of Soriptural dootrine took place. In this way preparations were being
mde for the drafting of the Doctrinal Statement, which would ave a
threefold purpose: (1) It should be a brief exposition of the dootrinal
basis for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in India; (2) it should serve
a8 a preparation for discussions and joint theological study with the
0.8.1.; (3) it should form the basis for negotiations with the M.E.L.I.M.
regarding their entry into the F.E.L.O.‘

In the conference sessions the theological committee requested re-
marke from all the constituent bodies with regard to the Dostrinal State—-
ment. Numerous remarks and oriticisms were offered and thes committee
accepted and adopted many of these. "Since the M.E.L.I.M. criticisms
and suggestions were most complete, tl‘ae Statement in its final form
shoved much M.E.L.I.M. influence.”/ There was in the conference sessions
a wide range of representation, due to the many Mission Societies motive
in South India. Missionaries from the United Lutheran Church in Ameriea,
the Amsrican Lutheran Ohurch, and HMissouri Synod, together with mission-
aries from Germany, Denmrk and Sweden; also intelligent Indian leaders

6114,

TZm- op. cit., p. 825.
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8
of churches which had been founded by these various missions. Mission-
ary Miller has summed up these dootrinal retreats:

Those who were present at the meetings in which the wording of the

Statement was debated will testify that discussion was full and

franiz, and there was ueually suffiocient evidence of a genuine at-

tempt to state the Soriptural truth plainly. Naturally there were
differences, soms of them rather fundamental. Now and then one of
the other of the conferees made an un-Lutheran, un-Biblical remark.

But he was immsdiately and unmistakably corrected. Further discuas-

Bion cleared up the matter. Often these errors were merely mis-

understandings, for hore there were men not only from different

seminaries, but with different national baokgrounda.9

The matter concerning the doctrinal position of the Statement wes
brought up by the M.E.L.I.M. representatives at the meetings. A sugges—
tion was aeked for and the "Brief Statement” was brought in. Immediately
everyone present recognized the value of this, but recommended that a
dootrinal statement in India should be made againet the background of
the non-Ohristian religions and should be of an apologetic nmature. The
"Brief Statement” had been drawn up for a different culture, a different
peopls, a different situation entirely.

In Jenuary of 1951, the theological committee presented the revised
Doctrinal Statement to the Triemnial Convention of the F.E.L.0O. meeting
at Guntur, with its recommendation to adept .tt.m It wvas immediately
edopted as an adequate statement of the Lutheran faith; however, the
group was cereful to state that this adoption did not make the statement
an outright confession. As soon as all the constituent bodies would
ascept this Dootrinal Statement as their confession, then it would

becoms an official confession to be adopted by the F.E.L.C. as a unit.

Q(lller. Oop. oite.; p. 7&.
1bid.
IOZorn, op. oit., p. 826.
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The Dootrinal Statement itself consists of about four thousand six
hundred £ifty words, including a six hundred word forcmd.n The title
of the dooument is "The Doctrinal Statement Presenting the Oonfessional
Basis Proposed for the Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch in India." There are
advanteges and disadvantages in the content of the Statement. Some sig-
nificance is to be seen in the order and the length of the wvarious arti-
cles incorporated into the Statement. The articles on "The Fruits of
Justification” eand "The Sacraments" are longer, for it was necessary to
present the F.E.L.C. position over against the Methodist, Presbyterian
and Gongregational position in the 0.8.I. The articles on "The Ohurch"
and "The Authority and the Minietriss in the Ohurch’ served the eame pur-
pose in respeoct to the Anglicen elements in the 0.S8.I. Some of the arti-
cles also provided a needed antithesis to Hinduiem, as the situation in
India was the foremost concern. "This Dootrinal Statement prepared by
the Federation wee a distinet advance in the direction of confessional
Lutheranism over the attitude which wvas evident in the years paat."u

As to the doocument itself in the process of thorough study by-tln
Miesouri Mission, lMissionary lMiller writes:

We can truthfully say that it is far better than could ordinarily

have been expected. While a different wording might be preferred

in some places, there is very little with which we feel that we

must still disagree. If in some places we are a bit disappointed

in not £inding the words which we think would defend the dootrine

egainat possible misinterpretation, we are equally pleased in find-

ing such definiteness and clarity in other places where vagueness

might have been expeoted if the purpose had been to leave room for
difference of interpretation.ld

yiller, op. oite, p. 762.

12General Gonferense Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheren
India Mission, 1950, pe 12. Hereafter cited as GOM.

15“111.]‘. Op. B_’.t_.. Pe 765-




72
The scceptebility or unaccepiebility of the Statement ley in the im—

portant articles on the dootrines of "Ths Word of God," "The Sacraments"
(specifically the Lord's Supper), "The lLast Things," end the attitude
toward the ecumonical movemsnt. Although it ie well steted in the Doc-
trinal Stetement that "the Holy Scripturee are the only source of doec-
trinc and ths only norm and authority according to whioch all dootrine,
preaching, confezaion, and 1ife in the Churoh should be judged,"l#

there iz nowhere e clear statement that the Holy Scoriptures are inerrant

or infallible, Dr. William F. Arndt, who had been asked by the Homs

Board to examine the document, was able to point out the shortcomings of
the Doctrinal Statement of the F.E.L.C.:

ifhere the dootrine cof the Vord of God is sketched, the statement
should bes included that the Word of God, the Bible, is infallible,
inerrant. You will notice that the question whether the Bible has
thie character h=e been sidestepped. The thoughts that are sub-
nitted ere practically those of the Baltimore Declaration of the
United Lutheran Church of Americe. What ie seid is true, but the
presentntion is not complete enough.l>

The article on "The Lord's Supper" does not touch on the nscessary
dietinction between the Lutheran and the Oalvinistic temching.

The Lord's Supper is essentially the mystery of the real presence

of our Lord Josus Christ acoording to His promise, "Where two or

three aro gethered together in My name, « « « " (Blatthetisla, 20)
end "Lo, I am with you alvay, « . « " (Matthew 28, 20).

!
?
5
‘

The Soripture passages oited here do not refer to the special sacramental
prosence and should be rspleced by the Worde of Inetltution and I Oorin-
thians 10, 16.

W, Luthoren Committes, "New Doctrinal Statement in India," Lutheran
World Review, XI (April, 1950), 234.

154m. Arndt, "Federation Theses," copy of letter to Dr. O. H. Sohmidt
dated November 24, 1949, Memorials of GOM, 1950, p. 9.

165 Lutheran Committee, op. oit., pe 229.
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On the doctrine of the Lord's Supper the definition submitted is
too general. Oalvinists would f£ind no difficulty in subscribing to
it. The truth that in this sacrament we orally eat Ohrist's body
and drink His blood is not expressed. Some sentence should be in-
serted stating that with the bread and wine we orally, though mys-
teriously, partake of our Lord's body and blood.7

The article on "The last Things" says correctly: ". . . God will
terminate history and time itself, consummting His plan by a definite
act; namely, the return of Jesus Ohrist in the same mannsr as He ascended
into heaven."18 Dr. Arndt replies to this statoment:

In the discussion of esclatology it seems to me one important note
is mieging. The langusge is so vague and general that many millen-
nialists would not have eny difficulty in signing it. I suggest
that to this statement these words be added: "That He will estab-
(Jl.lsh anglgxouuand years reign herc on earth is an unscriptural

ream,

The concluding words of the Statement are also questionable regard-
ing the attitude on inter—church relationships, opposition to doectrinal
indifferentiem and unionistic laxity:

Though the basie for the unity of the Ohurch is oneness in the Lord
Himaelf, nevertheless, for the fuller manifestation of this unity,
agreomsnt regarding the basio dootrines which ere of the essence of
the Gospel, clearly taught by the Word of God, is necessary. Ths
way 4o such egreement is a fresh, unbiased devotion to the !8" of
God in a common endeavor to understand and state the truth.

A clearer statement was thought to be necessary by the Missouri mission-

21

aries. The F.E.L.0. instruoted its theologiocal committee to work fur-

ther on & reviesion of the Statement.

YArndt, los. oit.
18, Lutheran Gommittee, op. oit., pe 237.
190 rndt, loc. oit.

2°A Lutheran Oommittee, op. cit., p. 238.

21"’.110'. 220 _o_i;!-_., Pe 7690
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When the revised Statement was adopted at Guntur in 1951, the com-
mittee on the Doctrinal Statement made this report: "Umanimity of
thought and expression end unity of faith end dootrine were the objects
that weré said to have been aohigved."zz The revised Statement was ac-
cepted es an ndequate expression of the dootrinal position of the Fed-
eration. There were a few corrections and additions which had been made;
some of them had come from the suggestiona of the M.E.L.I.M. especially
with regard to ths Sacraments, inspiration, and the doectrine of the
Ohllrcho

In 1952, when the Twenty-eighth General Oonference of the M.E.L.I.M.
mot at Trivendrum, the Luthesran Relations Oommittee came forward with an
important proposal. For some time the F.E.L.C. Doctrinal Statement had
been studied; and now, the Oommittee which did most of the dealing with
the Federation in this matter, was convinced that the 3tatemsnt was of
such & nature and Lutheran character that membership in the F.E.L.0. was
the correct and God-pleasing thing to do.

On the basis of impressions and observations made while dealing

with the IF.E.L.C., the Lutheran Relations Committee draws certain

conclueions end offers recommendations. The most important of these

impressions is a conviction that the members of the F.E.L.C. accept

wholeheartedly the formal principle of Lutheraniom, i.e:, that all

matters of doctrine and life must be decided on the basis of the

Word of God alone. It has been the experience of the oommittee that

vhen anyone was able to say authoritatively: "This is what Sorip-

ture says,” and to convince the others that Seripture actually said

that, the mtter was decided on that basis. This experi.emea asures
the committee that some closer relationship 1s God-pleasing.

22.‘l'. G. P. Naumarn, "Report on the Guntur Oonference," General Gon-
ference:: Executive Oommittee Minutes of the Missouri Evangeliscal Lutheran
India Mission, 1951, p. 13. Hereafter thsse Executive Gommittee Minutes
will be cited as EOM.

23a0M, 1952, p. 50.
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The need for closer and more stable union between the Lutheran Churches

active in India wes pointed out to the Conference:

One can learn much in the line of ways éf expression and points of
emphasis from non-Missouri churches. This association with European
Lutheran bodies is an advantage which we in this country are privi-
leged to enjoy. By this vory token, M.E.L.I.M. will be able to make
its contribution to the theological end practical chursh thinking of
those other bodies. » « « In the present situation in India, no one
knows how long missionaries will be able to continue in the work.

It my become necessary for missionaries to leave very hurriedly.
While there is yet time, we should do all in our power to strengthen
the feeling of oneness among Lutherans throughout India so that the
withirawal of missionary influence will not be the eause of our 2l
church falling into either sectarianiem or indlscriminate unionism.

It wvas also ocalled to the ettention of the Uonference that the purpose

behind the Dootrinal Statement was not that it should be treated as a
confession, for then subscription to it and complete agreement with it in
2ll points would be necessary. The aim of the Statement was that through
it, the M.E.L.I.M. and the F.E,L.0,—since they co—operated in the writ-
ing of it—should recognize one another as bodies of e truly Luthsran
character.

Because membership in the Federation did not presuppose fellowship
in the narrow sense, it did not constitute a closer relationship than
the M.E.L.I.M. had with non-Lutheran churches such as the National Goun—
cil of Ohurches; end hecause the Federation wes considered to be thor-
oughly Lutheran in character, the Oommittees recommsnded that membership
in the F.E.L.C. be applied for. '

There is no doubt that membership in the F.E.L.C. is & step on a

longer road to fellowship in the nmarrow sense., Before this can be

established, many differences and misunderstandings must be cleared

ups The probable direoticn of this work would be further study of

the Statement and connected dootrinal discussions; considerations
of matters of practice whioh seem to be out of tune with dootrimal

2hmy 14,
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conf'ession. Membership in the S.E.L.O. will maks it possible for
us to further these objectiven. 2

The recommendation of the Luthsran Relations Committee came up
agrinol one main objection. OConcerning this, Missionary Zorn reports:
Thare was basieally a lack of information. The Home Board was not
clear on the implications of this move toward union; the Indian )
pastors.and many of the missionaries on the field kgew very little :
of the matter; and the Indisn Ohurch knew nothing.2
With thene objections before them, and with the findings of the commit-
tee, the General Oonference declined to adopt the recommendation. How=
ever, ths Floor Committee recommended that the matter be exhaustively
discussed with the Home Board to determine what obstacles etill lay in
the path of entering the Federation. From ths time of this conference
meeting to the next one in 1554, the matter of union would be brought to
the attention of ths Indinn Church, especially the leaders; it would be
studied in the District Pastoral Conferences and tho Missionary Oonfer-
encss, 4 continuous improvement in the relationship betwsen the Missourl
Miseica and 4the F.E.l.C. had been experienced during the years leading
up to this point. So as to continue this, the General Gonference pur-
suad two main lines:
First, it presented anew the question of the implication of member-
ship in the P.E.L.0.; that 1s, vhether fellowship is thers or not?
Segondly, it urged tlat the various conferences within the M.E.L.I.H.
study extensively the revised draft of the Doctrimal Statement in the
light of Scripture and the Lutheran Oonfessions, with regard to both

the content and the evidence of adherence to the formal prinsiple of
Lutheranism.27

25 utheran Relations Committes, "Theses on Membership in the P.E.LeC.,"
GCM, 1”2’ Pe 66.

26201-:'1, op. oit., p. 827.
2711)“0’ Pe 828.
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Barly in 1955, the Executive Oommittee of the Federation met in
Madras., Once again the M.E.L.I.M. wao represented with Missionaries Zorn
and Kretzmann in attendance. When the Dootrinal Statemsnt came up for
discussion it wae pointed out that this document was not ¢o be considersd
a confession, for it did not bind the members of it to adherence to it in
detail,28

The mtter of the formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
India wap discussed., Thies amlgamation would unite all the Lutheran
bodies motive in India, which seemed %o be an important goal of the Fed-
eration. Many feared that the 0.S.I. might becoms the one important
church in South India, the result being that the Lutheran Ohurch would
be viewed es a small, insignificant sect. It was noted at Madras that
the progress toward the Evangelical Lutheran Church of India was meeting
with many obstacles. Only three groups had agreed to this formation out
of the many who were involved in the Federation. These were soms of the
difficulties:

Perhaps one of the biggest difficulties is the anomalous nature of

such an organization. It would be spread all over India, with big

gapa in between. More than six languages would be concerned, It

would be all but imposasible to call this a church at all; it would

end up in being just a strong federation. The co-ordinate problem,

one that indicates a good bit of sloppy thinking within the bodies,

is the matter of echurch polity. The European element is very strong

for an episcopate-~with life~term bishops. The American element is

almost as strongly opposed to it. Some doubt that a part-episcopal

and part-congregation "ohurch" would be a church at all, Some fear

that the Swedes are eager to get the Apostolic Succession in under

the door. Thess seem to be a great number of points of distrust

and unclarity.

Little was acoomplished at this meeting with regard to the imauguration

2%0“, 1”5. Pe 8.
2914,
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of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of India. Another factor which very
likely played in was that the supporting mission boards in Amerisca and
elsevhere feared that the monies sent over for thsir respective missions
would not go direstly to the miseion but rather to the whole united group.
However, as scon as five bodies would agree to the emalgamation it would
become a reality. This seemed to be quite far in the future.

Ameng other implications a formation such 23 this would msan union
in theological education. Already there was considerable discussion and
planning in this direction. The United lLutheran Theological Oollege at
Gurulkal, Madres, hod been established, the inauguration ssrvice taking

place July 17, 1954, This was one of the main concerns of the Homs Board
vhen they began examining the Doctrinal Statement of the F.E.L.C. A spe-
cinl commitiee, consisting of Dr. William Arndt, Dr. Yalter Baepler, and
Professor Lorman Petersen, had bsen appointed by the Homs Board to inves-
tigate the maotter of the Lutheran Federation in India. Ths following

raport was adopted by the Homs Board:

Our committee, having studied both the report of the committee of B
the M.B.L.I.M. and also the Doctrinal Statement of the F.E.L.C. in
India, rejoices that progress has been made regarding fellowship of
our Lutheran Church in India. The oconsensus of our committee is as
follows:

1, If joining the Federation by our M.E.L.I.M. means cooperation in
externis only, we cannot see, in our short perspective of the 1
situetion, any cbjection to such action on the part of owr
brethren in India,

2, ile feel, however, that such membership should be on a very re—- :
stricted basis since our study of the cbjectives of the Federa-
tion compels us to foresee some serious difficulties in the i
future developmsnt of the Federation, e.g., the attempt to op- I
erate jointly a theologlcal institution. ,

5. After a olose study of the articles of the Dooctrinal Statement !
itself, we find a number of wrong statements which would have
to be corrected before this dooument could serve as a satis-
factory basis for church fellowship.

4, e recommend that the brethren in India proceed cautiously in
this mtter but at the sams time continue to meet with the
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representatives of the other Lutheran bodies for the clarifica-
tion of doctrine,
5. Ve have full confidence thet our men in the Indis fiseld will be

guided in all their deliberations by Seriptural principles, and
we assure them of our prayers for successful mgotht:lonsos

with the Federation that would msan co-operation in externals only, and
thio on a restricted basis after cautious examination; tho MeE«L.I.M.
asked the F.E.L.C. for a statement on this matter. Just what would
mambership in the Federation mean for the HeE.L.I.le? In a letter dated

August 22, 1955, from the president of the F.E.L.C. this pertinent part

eppoared:

Oiffhand I would say that if your iission comes in, its relation to (
the F.0,L.0. would be very much the same as your rélation to the
National Ohristian Ooucil of India, of which I think your Hisaion
is already a member, Of course, its activities are confined to
Lutheran circles. It has, of course, a confessional basis in the
oonstitution but I think thet you may take it that this 1is the mini-

| mun confessional requirement and not the maximum ons. In other words,
your own confessional basis may be more strict than the one required

| by the Federation and it still would not render you ineligible for |
membership. If the same 1s so desired I think they would even |
state this in a special communication when applying for membership, I
in cace any of your brethren have any qualme about your position
being compromiseds I do not know whether this would meet their
possible objection or not.>1

After reviewing this and several other developments during the past two

yeers, the Oormmittee recommsnded to the Twenty-ninth General Gonre:}eme
that full membership in the F.E.L.C. should not be applied for at the -
present time. Many feared ramifications and repercussions that mom-

bership would cause in America, Although the F.E.L.C. was not a member

50rhie report is a part of a letter written by O. H. Schmidt to M.
Kretzmann, April 1, 1953, appearing in the 1955 volume of the Missouri ‘
Evangelical Lutheran India Mission Minutes, p. 10 of "Board Letters."” ‘

3lquoted in part by the Lutheran Relations Committee in their report
to the Twenty-ninth General Oonference, GOM, 1954, p. 37.
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of the Luthoran World Federation (Only organized churches can take up
membership, and the F.B.L.0. is not a church.), yet the L.W.F. had desig-
nated the Exoocutive Cormittee of the F.E.L.0. &s the National Committee
for India.
The resolution which was adopted by the Twenty-ninth General Confer-
ence concerning its relationship to the F.E.L.0. is as follows:

1. ?;_at we do not apply for membership in the F.B.L.0. 2t this
MO e
2, Tmt we esk the F,E.L.0. %o extend to us, for the present, an
Assooiate Membership in the Federation,.
5s That we define the term "Assooiate Membership” to mean:
a, That our connection with the Federation shall be confined
to cooperation in externals.
be That we shall reserve the right, in brotherly consultation
vith the Federation representatives, to dissociate ocur—
selves from such activities of the Federation which, ac—
cording to our principles, ere beyond such cooperation in
oxternals.
6. That we ghall assume our proportionate share of the adminis-
trative expenses of the Federation, but reserve the right
%o limit our financial support to those phases of the Fed=-
eration's budget which do not violete our principles of church
fellowshin, and joint church worke.
de Thet in all othsr matters, such as advisory committee dutiss,
rosearch end survey projects, we assume our full share of
the work in proportion %o our strength and ebility and the
wishes of the Federation authorities.
4, Thet resclution number two 35 implemented only upon express
approval of the Homs Board.

From all indications the Home Board did not favor the "Associnte Member-
ship" with the F.E.L.C. as long as there was no dootrinal agreement
between the two. The Board also feared the danger of being drawn into
co-operation with the Federation in matters which would be against the
principles of church fellowship and therefore would be involved in

unioniom.”? Because a clearer picture of the situation was needed, a

52@0“: 1954, p. 38.

5%External Relations Oommittee Minutes of the Mimsouri Evangelical
Lutheran India Mission, 1955, p. 3. Hereafter cited as .
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list of the external matters in which the M.E.L.I.M. could freely co-
operate with the F.E.L.0. was called for. IWhen prepared this would be
submitted to ths General Oonference and the Home Board for asceptance.
No recorde indicate what external matters are and this would have to be
made clear before really making application for associate membership in
the Federation. During this time there was constant work being done on
the Doctrinal Statemsnt by the Missouri Mission. HNumerous points of doc-
trine and/or difference were thoroughly discussed in committee meetings.
All remarke and suggestions wore submitted to the External Relations Com-
mittes. ITn 1955, the Extornal Relations Oommittee again went through the
Statement in the light of the suggestions made by the three Missionmary
Oonferencen and the Pastoral Oonferences. A list of the pertinent sug-
gestions and remarke was drawn up to be presented to the F.E.L.0. in the
near future, after first going to the General Oonference tiat would meet
in 1956. At this Conference held in Ambur, the floor committee turned
the suggostions back to the External Relations Oommittee. They in turn
gave them 4o & subcommittee, where they remained for some time.

Meanvhile, the Federation had gone ahead with their proposed discus-
sions with the Ohurch of South India. Representatives of the F.E.L.C.
joined those of the 0.S.I. in recommending proposals for the establish- (
nent of pulpit and altar fellowship between the two ohurohoa.’h This-
was done without full dootrinal agreement. It had been agreed by the
FeB.L.0. that further unity eamong the Lutherans was needed before think-
ing of union with the 0.8.I. Uhen in 1955, an agreed statement on the
Lord's Supper was accepted by the F.E.L.0. and the 0.S.I., some

b1, p. 15
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representatives of these two groupe joined in recommending the establish-
ment of pulpit end alter fellowship. Further agreement could then be
reached. The Statement regarding the Lord's Supper was quite ambiguous,
in thet those who accepted the Real Presence and those who did not, could
agres to it. The M.E.L.I.M. representatives at this particular meeting,
did not agree on the proposed statement on the Lord's Supper, nor on the
proposad pulpit and altar fellowship. They hald the principles that had
been proposed by Rev. W, Hellinger, 2 leading missionary of the Tamil
Evangelioal Lutheran Ohurch. He had bsen active in the discussions aimed
at the formation of the United Lutheran Church in India. These princi-
ples wera:

8. All dootrinal negotiations should precede actusl union.

b. The Lutheran Churches should act unitedly, not individually.

¢. There should be no union without confessional agreement.

ds Ths confessional agreement should be in the form of a perpetual

proclemation of ths Gospel.??

For o time it seemed, the F.2.L.0. (mainly the Arcot Lutheran Church) and
the 0.8.1I, practiced altar end pulpit fellowship. Soms in the Fedoration
ploaded with the Arcot Lutheran Ohurch not to go its ovm way in this
matter of pulpit and altar fellowship. The plea deterred them from ap—
Plying for membership in the 0.5.1.

Although the Home Board rejected the request by the General Oonfer-
ence of 1954 for Associnte Membership in the F.E.L.C., & renewed resolu-
tion camo out of the General Oonference of 1956. It was resolved to ask

the Board to reconcider its action of 1955 (A negative answer was given

one and one-half years sfter the 1954 eti.ng.’s) and to sanotion the

”Ibi.d.. Pe 14,
gron, 1956, p. 19
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request to the F.E.L.O. for Associate Membership as defined in the 1954
Gensral Oonference resolution.”! The Doctrinal Statement had been thor—
oughly examined by the Extermal Relations Oommittee, the individual Dis-
triot Oonfersnces, the General Conference Executive Committee, and the
Distriot Pastoral Oonferences. Each of these came forth with suggestions
and comments. In the light of these, the External Relations Committee
propored s new statement %o the Federation for changes and/or additions
to the Doctrinal Statoment. Ae far as the records indlocate, these later
suggestions have not been presented to the F,E.L.C. It was hoped that
retreats and opportunities for further discussions with the F.E.L.C.
would be arranged.

During 1957, ths ¥.B.L.XI.M. requested the Home Board for a "so-
operating relationship” with ths F.E.L.0. Since the term previn{laly
used was misleading and needed more clarificatiocn and definition, taag0=
olate membership" was dropped. A so-operating relationship with the Fed-
eration would be safeguarded sufficiently so that it would include only
co-operntion in externals., This was not really a change in the previous

" request, but merely an interpretation of the action of ths Gensral Oon-
ferense of 1954 and :I.956.56

late in 1957 and early in 1958, Drs. A. He Grumm, A. O. Fuerbringer,
and O, H. Sohmidt were present to disocuss the many aspects of extermal
reletionship with the missionaries and natiomal pestors. A mitual
understanding was the result of the frank, brotherly conversations with
the throe representatives of The Lutheran Ohurch--i{issouri Synod from

5Team, 1956, p. 36.
>Berom, 1957, pe 5.
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Amor10a.”? iith the formtion of the India Zvangelical Luthsran Ohurch,
vhich took place Jenuary 9, 1958, furthsr growth toward co-operation and
/or dootrinel unity could be looked for. Steps in this dirsction had al-
ready been tsken by the MuE.lL.T.M.; erd now the Indie Svengelical Lutheran

Church would continue to sirengthen trus evangelicel Lutheraniom in India.
The Tamil Nad Lutheran Free Conferences

The purpose of ihe Tamil Mad Lutheren Free Oonferences in & linguis-
tic are= has been to explore ways and meens of sharing and co-operating
With one another in srese of work where policies on fellowship are not
violated. The churches porticipating im the confererces in South India
ave been and still are tho Arcot Lutheran Church, the Tamii Evangeliecal
Lutheran Ghurch, end the M.E.L.I.M. These meetingc received their impe-
tus from the F.E.L.C. when this group begen working toverd a United Lu-
theren Church in Indie, The lenguage barrier could be broken down by
reetinge in the rospoctive arees. The first of these, with full repre—-
sentation from the three Temil-speaking Churches, was held et Cuddalore,
Kovember 27-28, 1951. It was attended by eight representetives of the
Tanil Evengelicel Lutheran Ohurch, six of the Arcot Lutheren Church, and
four of the M.B.L.I.M. At this meoting the Doctrinal Statement of the
F.C.L.C., wag discussed at somo longth. A common liturgy, & theological
college, what wnion is end moans were soms of the other ereas under con-
sideretion. In general, it was noted that the conference was interested

in precticel matters of oo-opars.ti.on.bo

iglbid.’ Pa 18.
"OH. A. Schulz, "Report on the OCuddalore Conference," EOM, 1952, p. 10.
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The second of these Free Conferences was held at Nagercoil, July 28

and 29, 1953, Although the first meeting dealt almost entirely with
practiocal matters of co-operation, the second devoted half of its time to

the reading and discussion of short papers related to doctrina."'l The
dootrinal essays were concerned mainly with the unity of the Church:

l. Organizetion and Church.

2, Is External Union Essential to Unity?

3« Geographical Union or Oonfessional Union——i/hich Corresponds to
the Gosepel?

4, Wmt Is Our Attitude to the F.E.L.0. Dootrinal Statement Vis-a-
vie the Lutheran Confessions?

S5« Fundamental and Non-fundamental Truth in Relation to the Unity
of the Holy Ghristian Church.

6. The Apﬁ%icatim of the law of Love in Relation to Other Chris-
tiens,

It seemed %o be the feeling of most present that there should be extermal
union with regard to the churches in South India. This should precede
doctrinal unity with the exception of unity on the Gospel and the use of
the Sf.'m:t‘amen'l:..45
The third Temil Nad Regional Free Conference was held at. Kodaikanal,
May 28-29, 1954. Thsse papers were presented by the M.E.L.I.M. representa-
tives: "Guiding Principles for the Interpretation of Seripture"; "Review
of Newbigin's Book The Housshold of God"; "A Brief History of the M.E.L.
I.M."; and "What is Lutheran." Once again the value of these meetings
lay in the informal and personal contact between the representatives of
the three churches which have a common confessional background, language,

and tradition. A better understanding would result from the common study

4130“. 1%4' Pe 40. E
"aH. Kretzmamn, "Report on Luthsran Free Oonference," EOM, 1953, p. 32.

Y3tami1 Ned Regional Free Gonforence Mimites, 1953, p. 5. Inoluded
in EOM, 1953.
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of the ord of God ond discussion of mutuel problems. It wes impressed
upon the M.E.L.I.M. ropresentatives by the General Oonference that the
duel ains of such meetings; namely, further growth toward doctrinal
unity and co-operation in externals, be kept constantly before them so
that the proper balance is mintnined.“

The fourth meeting of this nature was July 15-14, 1955, in Cudda-
lore. Here the "Dootrine of the Lord's Supper in the Hew Testament" was
discussed at some lengbh. The "Dootrine of Verbal Inepiretion," "Glosed
Communion,” "The Lutheran Church's Attitude Toward the Lutheranbonfe--
sione," and "The Lord's Supper and John 6, 51-58" were papers given con—
siderable attention. By now the three churches ;.et:l.ve in these Oonfor—
ences had come into closer fellowship and had established a mutual under-
standing. The groundwork had been laid for the important meeting in 1956.

For two days in July, 1956, the Tamil Nad Ohurches met in Ambur.
The greater part of the time end effort was devoted to the disgussion of
the theme: "What Hext?" Missionary Kretzmann presented -the paper on
this theme for the Missouri Mission, and after explaining ths tremendous
progress that had boen made, suggested certain progressive steps:

-While wo must think, eventually, of only one Luthsran Church in

Tamil Nad, we must also consider an intermediate goal, which can be

called a synodical conference. Five essential characteristics of

this type of organization are: (1) Agreed confession basis; (2) a

constitution which allows the member churches to maintain their ad-

ministrative autonomy; (3) altar and pulpit fellowship among the
member churches; (4) standing committees to look after the common
areas of work such as evangelism, theology, educational policy;

(5) biennial or trisnnial meetipgs to review the work of the
Lutheran Churches in Tamil Ned.

hliaon, 1954, p. 4O.

h5pamil Nad Regional Free Gonference Minutes, 1956, p. 1. Insluded
in 1956 volume of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran Indis Mission Hinutes.
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It was folt by most of those present that tho formation of & synodical
conference was the answer to "What Next?" The five points ebove wers
recommended 4o the floor by a subcommittee for adoption and implemonta-
tion. I% wao admitted that there wee still a lack of mutual understond ing
regerding theological insighis, doetrinal interpretations, end liturgical
practica.“ The formation of the synodical conference would msrely be a
"stage" in achieving the £imnl goal of & United Lutheran Ohurch in South
India, A dootrinnl committee and & constitution committse were appointed
to talte immsdiete steps for tho orgenizing of ths syncdiszl conference.

Although the representatives et these iree Oonferences had no offi-
cinl status oo foar as their church was concerned (They could only speak
their ovm mind and not the mind of the chureh they represented.), it was
regolved by the M.E.L.I.M. to express ite cpinion to the Homs Board on
_the steps outlined by the Tamil Nad Ohurches toward ths formation of the
synodical conference. In other words, all action wes subject to approval
by the Home Board.

Perbape the biggest stumbling block at thio Oonference of 1956 was
the discussion of practieal. problems. The dootrinal besis of the three
churches hnd been worked over, the results being:

Aooceptance of the Holy Soriptures as the sole norm and touchstone

for all doctrines and teachers, of the Luthsran oonfessional books

by each of the three churches and their common lenguage of Tamil to
m::ef";m menbership ought to mske it poscible for thom to bscome
However, the praotical problems also had to be faced by all present.

Soms of there were:

Mlbﬂ., Pe 2.
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(a) The use of grape juise in Commmion by the Tamil Evangeliocal

Lutheran Ohurch; (b) a united high school by the Tamil Evangelical

Lutheran Ohurch and ths 0.8.I.; (e¢) relations with the Homs Boards

of the different conetituencies; (d) ths fact that the Swedish

Ohurch and the Danish Ohurch were vory liberal.

It wae folt that these practical problems would be solved as ths three
churches involved grew oloser to ono another. As yet the synodical con-
ferance was still in the formative stage.

The committee appointed by the Free Oonference in 1956 to dravw up &
doetrinal basies for the synodical organization mot during May of 1957.
After considerable discussion it recommended ths "Common Oonfession,”
with necencary modifications to Indian conditions, a= the basis for the
synodionl conferensce, This recommsndation was not accepted because the
opinion was that this did not represent the Indian situation. The Unity
in Faith Oommittee was then msked to take the Gommon Oonfession, the
F.E.L.0. Dootrinnl Statement, and other pertinent documents and formu-—
late a confessional statement for the synodieal oonferenee.49

Tho Homs Board had tiostponed an opinion of the formation of a ayn-
odical conferenco until Drs. Grumm, Fuerbringer, and Scimidt had an oppor-
tunity to diocuss the matter fully with the men on the field. At this
meeting the proposed constitution of the synodical conference was dis-
cussed. It was pointed out that agr;amnt was definitely needed on the
approach to Soripture, the confessional basis, end a certain degree of
oontrol over practices of pulpit and altar fellowship. It was also noted
that if suoh a conference was formed, it would be an intermediate stage;

only one step in establishing a limited but working fellowship, looking

48p1acusstion with Uiesionary S. Leng.
A%rom, 1957, p. 11.
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toward ever closer unity. The goal should be & fuller working fellowship
a8 one church.’C The work begun in bringing about e Lutheran eynodical
conference would be continued, as the problems which had been met were
not of suoh a nature that conversetions should be stopped. Meanwhile,
recommendetions and suggestions for constitutional and confessionsl foun-
dations would be revised if neecded, studied again, epproved and finally
adopted.

The National Christian OCouncil

The National Ohristian Oouneil of India, Burma and Ceylon (N.0.0.);
or, as it io alno ealled, the Christian Oouncil of India and Pakistan,
carrios on o well-rounded progrem of activity. The M.E.L.I.M. applied
for memborship in this organization when the Twenty-seventh Genersl Con~
ference mot ot Ambur, January 6-11, 1950, and this recommendation waa
adopted:

thereas the N.0.0. is not a Church or Mission organization, end

Wheroas mombership in the N.0.C. doss not involve church fellowship,

and Vhereas the various conditions of membership do not, as far as

we oan see, violate any Scriptural principles or mission policies,
and 'hereas membership in the N.C.0. 1s of practical benefit to the
vork of our Mission, particularly with regrrd to its relations to
government, we recommend that the liissouri Evangelical Lutheran

India Mission apply for membership in the National Christian 0§!ml.1

undsr Olayse three of Section four of the N.0.C. constitution.

This aotion was sanctioned by ths Home Beard, for they also could see the
necessity for such an affiliation with the N.C.0. The govermnment had made
it difficult for the lilssouri Misoion and other individual groups not

affiliated with a largor body in India to obtain entrance visas for

5015’.‘.' Pe 17.
5laom, 1950, p. 11.
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incoming missionaries, Dr. Schmidt mrde this suggestion to Miosionary
R. :‘. Zorn:

Wle would like to oncourage you to proceed with whatever you can do

to bring about such connection with the N.0.0. as will enable us to

oooure tho necessary visa sponsoring end yet not commit us to any-

thing which the N.C.0. may want to do in which we could not share.>2
It was only after extensive and intensive study and discussion that ap-
plication for membership in the N.C.0. was agreed upon.

The Oouncil itself was neither a Church nor a Missionary body, but
only an advisory group. It consiste of representatives from the four-

teen provincial Christian Oouncils, from a number of Ohurches or Mis-
sions directly effiliated with it, and co-opted members.55 Noteworthy

is the fact thet all questions of doctrine and church policy have been
declared outside the realm of the N.C.0. The main objestives of the
N.QG.0. are:

1, To stimulate thinking and investigation of questions relating
%o the church and the Ohristian enterprise; !
2. To review from time to time, the progress of the Christian 4
enterprise end suggest plens for further advance;
5« To co-ordinate the activities of the provincial councils; ;
4, To help form Christian public opinion and to take such motion }
as may be ngﬂesaary on the social, moral and religious problems 3
of the day. ;

Oo=operation with the ﬁuilvidual groups associated with the Oounsil and

with the government has been the aim of the N.0.0.
In order to carry on its activities, the N.0.0. puts numerous.

departments to work. These are:

520, H, Schmidt, "Board Letter,” dated December §, 1949, and in-
oluded in the 1950 volume of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India
Miesion Minutes.

22g0M, 1951, p. 17. sl
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1, Evangelism (surveys of msss movements, of unoccupled areasjeee
o Schools for the study of Islam, Hinduism)

2, Church and Ministry (cooperation in theological institutions,
survey of theological education, survey of Bible schools, con-
ferences of theologians interestod in Indian Ohristian theology)

5« Relations with Government (Orphaned missions, problems connected
with new Indian constitution, famine and refugee relief work,
recognition of mission sooletles by government.)

4e Literature (Production, publication and distributicn of Chris-
tien literature, liierature for the blind)

5¢ Medicel weorks

6. Ohristien education (surveys and studies)

7o Economic life of the Ohurch (Self-help and indigenous projects
promoted, rural life centers.)

8. Ohristian Home Movement (Survey of life and work of women in the
Ohurch, Christian home work, feativals)

9. Youth work (Youth leadership training eourse, survey of Christian
youth work)

10, Adult Literscy (Training institutions, literacy campaigns, pro-
duction of literature, appointment of literacy workers and direc-
tors of adult literacy on subsidies by the Oouncil)

11, Audio Visusl Aide (Institutes for training, £ilm libraries and
production) ?

12, Yelfare of the blind and deaf.55 |

It wan because of number three that the M.E.L.I.M. thought it best to
take up membership in the M.0.C.

During the first five days of May, 1957, an N.C.0. Faith and Order
Oonference was held in Mathoran; & hill station near Bombay. An oppor—
tunity to share in the beginning stages of such discussions was given
the Miessouri Mission, Three representatives were present at this confer—-
ence, where the following importent issues were disoussed: |

! 'z

1., The necessary marks of a universally acoceptable minlatry. i

2, The nature of the relationship between a valid ministry and the

unity of the Church,

z. The meaning of Baptism as the rite of Christian initiatjon.

« The theological necessity of the rite of Confirmation, :
Papers were read on these subjecte by men of the wvarious traditions and

the discussions tried to £ind ths roots of the differences. Ocnsiderable

J1bid . ]
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divergence of view appeared, espscizlly in the discussion of Baptism and
Ordi.mti.on.57 This wvas expected because of the many different groups
represented. Thers was definite value in a conference of this type, for
here ths various traditione had the opportunity to express thsir view-
points and discuss them mutually. Participation in conferences of this
nature haz done a great deal 4o widen understandinz on the attitudes of
the non-lutheran Protestant Ohurchss. Hera again is afforded an oppor-
tunity to witness to the truth, and the Indis Evangelical Lutheran Church

will carry on 4the witness.
The Churoh of South India

Shortly after the Church of South India (0.8.I.) came into being in
September, 1947, it issued invitations to ths five Lutheran Qhurches within
its geographical boundaries to take part in conversations which would lead
to closer reletionshipe and eventual organic union. (The 0.S.I. is a
union of ell the Protestant Ohurches in South India, with ths exception
of Baptlst, Lutheren, Selvation Army, and othor sm2ll groups that might
be included in the term Pentecostals.) These five Lutheran bodies are
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch, the South Andhra Lutheran Church,
the Arcot Lutheran Church, the Tamil Evengelical Lutheran Ohurch, and the
Miesouri Evangelical lLuthsran Ind{a Mission. In the early peri.ods- of
convercation, the Baptiste also were active but soon withirew the
grounds that their church polity and dnot:.'i.ne prevented any actual results
from such ecumenical efforts. (The Baptists were interested in union only
on their own terms.) The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches

57““-. Pe 15-
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agreed to take part in these meetings on the condition that they were in

no wise %o be considered ae "negotistions” but only as "conversations,"”
8o that the respective bodies could come to a better un&erstanding as "t.o
each other's nature.58

The first of thooe meetings was held in Madras during December,
1948, and was largely exploratory to see what the problems were which
would have to be conaidered if further talks were to be held. Two groups
vwere appointed by those present (The M.E.L.I.M. was not represented at
this firet maetiné.): e Theological Uommission to study the dooctrimal
probleme invoived in future relationships, and an Inter-church Group to
raceive tho raports of the Theological Oommission and study the implica-
tions of ite findings and report them.”> Both practical and dootrimal
mattore were considered but it became evident that the lLutheran position
demonded & priority in dootrinal mtters.so

In the 1950 meeting, the Lutherans presented the Doctrinal Statement
which had been prepared under ths auspices of the F.E.L.0. The 0.58.X.
in turn oriticized the Statement both favorably and negatively, and this
meeting ended with e request that the 0.5.I. present a similar statement
on thsilr position. FProm this meeting on the HMissouri Mission was repre-
sented in these discussions with the 0.8.I. Misasionmary Steinhoff, the
appointee of the General Oonference, has summrized this 1550 meeting.

The two deye were spent in a careful study of the revised draft
"Doctrinal Statement” proposed as a basis for the Evangelical

58““. lﬂ. Pe 56.
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Iutheran Ohurch of Indias At the conclusion of this study the mem-
bers unanimously agreed to place on record, with deep gratitude to
God, their sense of unity in fundamental dootrines. While at cer—
tain pointe oriticism of the Stetement was made, and differences of
emphanis wero revealed, the mombers were unanimous in the convistion
that these discussions had been helpful to both groups, end that
they had shorm a unity in holding the essentials of the Ohristian
faith. . « + These meetings demonstrated to me, as they did to all

present, that there is e much greater affinity between the 0.8.1. 61

and the Lutherans--doctrinally speaking--than is generally supposed.

The next meating held November, 1951, in Madras, had before it the
0.9.1.'s statement of %thoir dootrinal position. The Lutherans "expressed
dieappointment that the statement did not give an adequate account of the
dootrinal teaching of the Ohurch."62 Their statement was merely an ad-
herence %o the Nicene Oreed. Ths 0.5.I. was reluctant to present an ex-
pended dootrinal statement because they felt that union should coms first
and that from it should grow the umnity in dosctrine and life that is so
important to the life of the Church. Their concern lay primarily with a
practical get-together and then doctrinal discussions could take place.
The Lutherans, on the other hand, urged firet a unity of doctrine, fol-
lowed by union. Due to this difference of opinion, it was resolved that

there should be 2 discussion on some of the noticeably different doetrines.
Meetings in 1955 and 1954 dealt with these subjects: The Holy Spirit,

the Life of Ohrist, law and Gospel, Election, Authority of the Bible, Is
Visible External Unity Essential?, Authority of the OChurch, the Sacraments
of Baptism and the Lord's Suppor.sa On some of these, agreed statements
were published, in others no agreement could be reached. In these

6lgam, 1951, p. 15.

aom, 1554, p. 39.

655!!0“, 1958, p. 6.
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disoussions there seemed to be too much haste, little time being given to
further diuouaslon.“ These discussions on specific dootrines revealed:

a divergent attitude toward the Scriptures, in that the 0.S8.I. rep-

resentatives have held firmly %o the historical position of the Re-

formed Ghurches in viewing the Soriptures as a book of laws and
principles rovealed by God. The Lutherans, on the othor hand, have
come® out plainly for the interpretation of ths whole revelation of

God in the light of the Gospel of the grace of God in Ohrist Jesus.

This is the basis difference between lutheran and Reggmd theology,

as it has been since the time of Luther and Zwingli.

In the 1955 meeting, papers on the Lord's Supper were presented by
both the Lutherans and ths representatives of the 0.5.I. 4&n agreed state-
ment on this Sacrament was recommended and aceepted by the group. However,
the delegetion from the !Missouri Mission took exception to this action,
rofused to eocept the statement, and dissociated itself from a recommen—
detion of the Joint Theological Commission that the degree of unity
reached should be shown by & sertain degree of pulpit and altar fellow-
ship on the local laval.ﬁ It wvas et this time that some of the congre-
gations of the Arcot lutheran Olmrch adhered to this resommendation, and
by their action, brought dissatiefaection from the F.E.L.C. Again it was
evident that the C.8.I., was in too much of a hurry.

At the request of the Lutherans in 1955, it was resoclved to hold one
more meeting of the Joint Theological Uommission in April, 1956, to dis-
oues further the dootrine of the Ohurch end the Ministry. Prior to this
meeting with the 0.5.I., the Lutherans (M.E.L.I.M. inoluded) met for two

days in Madras and adopted & statement on the Nature of the Church and

6"D!.mmsa!.m with Missionary lang.
65(!0!4, 19}&', Pe 40.
“mon, 1956, p. Ts
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Miniotry setting forth the Lutheran poui‘b!.on.67 Ooncerning this meeting
it is reported:

Generally speaking, there was & high degree of agreement on this
paper. |A paper on the Nature of the Ohurch and Ministry had been
preosented by Rev. Andersen, & Daninh missionary closoly assocciated
with the Arcot Lutheran Church.] Although 1t wae revised:considera-
bly, most of the revision concerned wording. One revision that was
felt necessery was a further expansion on the matter of the ministry
in the church. This addition later proved vital to the diecuss

in Bengalore E-;hare the meeting with the 0.35.I. would take placs|.

» « o« %the doctrinal approach to the church and to the minlstry in
the church showed practically no divergence of opinion. Ths group
lef't for Bangelore with the aaurangg that the Lutheran position

vag clearly understood and unified.

Meanvhils, the 0.5.I. had not prepared a new statement on this doo-
trine prior to the 1955 meeting. Rather a emall pamphlet which had been
prepared in 1052 for the Lund Faith and Order Oonforense was preaezrted.sg
Here the principles of the 0.5.I. and its formation were outlined. lMany
felt it was an inadequate statement for this type of meeting. The dis-
ocueeion revealed a lerge measure of disagreement. The problem of the
miniotry and historic epilocopate created the stumbling bloek for the 1956
meeting. FHere is briefly the feeling of both sides:

The Lutheran conception of the holy Ohristian Ohurch, with its em-

phasis upon the direst relationship between the Ohristian end God

through faith in Ohrist, struck the members of the C.5.I. as en-
tirely too individualistic. To them, this put entirely too much
into the responsibility of man and too little into the work of God
the Spirit. It also gave rise to too much spiritual amarchy where
man holds his relationship to Geod outside of eny church body, what-
soever. The assurance of the Lutherans that the congregation and

the ministry in it is the area in which ths Ohristians operate, did
not seem suffiocient to allay the fear of spiritual amarchy.

6Txretemm, "Lutherans and the Ohurch of South India," p. 2.
68zroM, 1956, p. 8.
69!:retmnn, _1.2.;0 _Li-'t_o
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Oonversely, the 0.9.I. position that the ehurch muet bo a visible,
physical orgenization with & membership that may be weak and simning
in the extreme seemod to the lutherans to set forth & society, rather
than a churoch. It became a little difficult to see just whore the
0.8.I. would oonsider putting hypoorites and others who were in the
church under false pretense. There seemed %o be a strong tendency
to place them in the same category as those OChristisng, who as &
result of their wealness and sinfulness, did not fulfill the duties
of Ohristians to their God. %While Lutherens divided between Ohris-
tians and non=Ohristisns on the principle of faith, the C.3.I. seems
to adéd a strong principle of church membership to this division,

The difference in epprcach was sven more pronounced in the mtter
of the ministry.’C

Thore was one pleasing note in the 1956 meeting, and that was the
emphagia on dootrinal unity. The old idea of union now and later dootri-
ml agroement was missing exoept for a few revresentatives. Real prog—
ress had beon made in the muturl understanding necessary for further dia-
oussion towerd doctrinal unity. At the olose, it was recommended to con-
tinus discussion on the subjects: law and Gospel, the Lord's Supper, and
the Nature of the Ohurch and its Ministry. These discusslons would be
hold in the four regiomal langmwmges of Tanil, Telugu, ialayalam, and

¥anarese .71

The M.E.L.XI.M. would ba represented at the proposed meetings.
A% ths regionnl Tanmil conference in Madurai, April, 1957, papers
weres read by the C.S5.1. é.nd Lutheren representatives on the subjects men-
tioned sbove. Oertain ohanges in the Agreed Statements of the Bangalore
maeting on epecific doctrines were suggeeted and sent to the Joint Theo-
logical Commission for consideration. Notable among these was the addi-
tion of the words "in the bread and wine Ohrist gives us His body and His

blood 4o eat and drink’ in the statement on the Lord's Supper.’> The

T%poM, 1956, p. 9.
71“2.. bp. 11-12,
72““. 1”‘?. P 12,
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lack of such a statement in the original Agreed Statement was felt to be
& serious defect by the M.E.L.I.M. at the previous meetings. This was
the main renson for refusing to associate with the other Lutherans in
agocepting the Statement. Now, however, the regional meeting had been able
to mlke a satisfactory addition. The other regionmal theological meetings
had not yet been held but were still in the plamning stages.

Msanwhile, the F.E.L.0. posed three questions to the 0.8.I. for ths
purposs of olarification on the dootrine of the ministry. Wmat is the
meaning of the historie episcopate? In what does the continuity of the
miniotry lie? UWhat constitutes the validity of the mini.a‘t.ryﬂ’ As yet
the 0.9.1. hns not answered these questions of vital importance.

Early in 1958, the progress of the lLutheran conversations with ths
0.5.1I. vas reviewed by the Missowri Mission and Drs. Grumm, Fuerbringer,
and Sohmid%:., X4 was feld that full unity on all doetrines, especially on
the church and ministry, was doubtful in the near future. Howaever, growth
had been experienced and future conversations with the 0.8.I. were encour—
aged, On the central dosotrine of justification by grace through faith,
ths 0.5.I. has an irreproachable article in its conatltut!.on.-m There
are iarge areas of wnity with them.

The activity of the External Relations Committee of the M.E.L.I.M,
will bo cerried on by the Inter-church Relations Gommittee of the India
Evangelical Iutheran Ohurseh. There will be a continuous exchange of in-
formtion and viewpointe with The Lutheran Ohurch——i{issouri Synod of
America, especially with its Dootrinal Unity Committees.

7’%03 Pe 4,

74&“.' Pe 18.




OEAPTER VII
EDUCATIONAL VWORK

The beginnings of an educational program were almost simultanecus
with the founding of the Missouri lisoion in South India in 1895. It
took litile time at all to realize that an effsctive program of education
van vitally needed on the mission field. Although the beginnings were
very modest, in time a comprshensive program was developed and in 1905
the Mission moquired the Ambur Lower Secondary School. Previous to this
the school had bheen a private Hindu instituti.on.l Soon after this,
schools began to spring up throughout that area and in the other district
further to the south, Today there in a network of approximately ninety-
five primary schools, ten middle schools, four high schools, two teacher-
treining schools at Trivandrum end Ambur, a one-year finishing achool at
Nagercoil for teachers, and a seminary at Nagercoil. In addition to
thoso facilities there are 207 Sunday Schools, 166 Bible Classes, and
other agencies of education. Here we are concerned meinly with the edu-
cational program which the church has operated in India., It is not the
intention of this paper to trace the development of this program from the
beginning nor to bring out the reasons for the many changes which bave
taken placo, but rather to present the general framework and the estab-
lishsd program which existe at the present time. There will, of course,
be numerous references to what has taken place in the past ten years as
far as the Mission is concerned and the government.

1. H. Swavely, editor, The Lutheran Enterprise in India (Madras,
South India: The Diocesan Press, 1952), p» 197 ¥ LE
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In goneral, the systom of formal education 1s patterned after that
of the Indian government, which in turn is based on the British system.
From ontrance to the end of high school training the system 1s divided
thres ways. Classes one %o five comprise the primary school. In number
these are more widespread than the highor divisions, and today the govern-
ment bas passed a compulsory attendansce law in many States. Generally
the educational facilities offered in the elementary schools are free of
any ‘auition.a They are usually separate and apart from higher education
establishments. Olasses six to oight, or Forms one to three as they are
knovm in India, make up the middle schoola, and these serve a wider geo-
graphical arsa then the primary schools and are fewer in number. As yet
attendence hare has not beon made compulsory by the State government.
The high school division is also made up of three classas: [Forma four,
five, end six. There are fewsr high schools than middle schools, al-
though gensrally a government high school will have attached to it a
full middle school program. One of the aims of tho government educa-
tional system ie to have all the middle schools include 2 high achool
training course. The middle schools of the India iission, of which only
four have comneoting high schools, in %ime will also be compelled to
meet the governmsnt restrictions along this line. :

Superimposed on this program of general education in India are the
four~year liberal arts colleges, of which there are many in India today.
Here a vast variety of specialized training is available. A number of
these colleges are operated by Ohristimn lMissions. It is at this point
in the educational system that the courses in teacher training are offered

2Eddy Asirvatham, Ohristianity in the Indisn Oruaible (Oaloutta,
India: Y.M.C.A. Publishing House, 1”5). PPe 215-21 .
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by the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran India Hission, either for one or two
yeare duration depending upon the regulation of the local state education
department. This, then, is tho pattern of the Indian educational program,
against which we can now view the progranm of the Missouri Mission,

The elemontary or primry schools operated are divided into two
clesses-~lower elementary and upper elementary. The former consist of
the first two or three grades and are usually very msager, with little in
the way of neceesary equipment. The upper elementery schools consist of
the full five grades. This paper includes the two levels under the term
elemantary schoola.

From the ysars 1945 to 1950, e steady reduction in the number of
elementary schoole conducted by the Mission was experienced. In 1945,
there were 129; in 1947, 1113 and in 1949, 97. The total enrollmsnt in
these ninety-saven schools vas 9,546, of which 5,115 were members of the
Mission oongrogatlona.5 From 1949, the number of schools has remined
fairly constant. During these years from 1945 to 1950, the total achool
enrollment fell by about twelve hundred, but the Lutheran enrollment in-
creased by epproximtely five lmdred. This was certainly a step in the
right diroction, for one of ths problems sonfronting the HMission was ths
high percentags of non-Ohristian enrollment in its schools. Also during
these years the educetional policies of the government caused much consern.

With the advent of newly gained independence in India much weight
vas placed on compulsory elementary education. In 1947, India became an
independent nation. Literacy in India previous to 1947 wes about thirteen

M. L. Kretzmenn,"The India Mission 1947-1950, " mimeographed
report, ps Te
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per cent; by 1955, it had jumped to twenty per |:|ent.‘l In its endeavor
toward compulsory elementary education the government no longer tould
offer grant-in-aid to private mission organizations that had been con-
duoting their own schools. Previous to 1950, the government insisted on ﬁ
baving & controlling hand in the schools that received grant—in-aid.
This, in itself, did not effect the lMissouri Mission schools, because
grant=in-aid from the government had long baen deol!.ned.5 However, in
addition to this law, religious instruection in the private schools could
not bhe made a required subject for all students. Only those children

who bolonged to the respective churches could ba instruoted in these
schoole. A previous ruling by the government, that no child could be
forced %o take roligious instruction, was changed to the effect that no
child could be given religious instruction unless his parents requested
it in writing. During thesc years of stress and strain, the Sunday School
became an importent means of religious instruction. In order to compen—
sate for the inability to conduct Ohristian day schools in all the mis-
sion stations the missiocnaries and Indian pastors were forced to turn
elsevhere. While in 1945 there were only two Sunday Schools with an en-
rollment of 120 pupils, by 1949 there were #ixty-six such schools. with an
enrollment of 1,804 pup11.6 Today there are 207 Sunday Schools that
reach olbsa %0 75955 children of all ages. These children are taught by

357 national teaohara7 vwhooe services are almost completely voluntary.

Maesrvetnem, op. oit., p. 212.
5Fore.’_tgg }issions Bulletin, No. 29, December, 1946, p. &.
Skretzmann, log. git.

Tatatistios of the Missouri Evangelioal Lutheren India Mission, 1957.
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The Sunday School has also proved to be an effective means of evangeliza-
tion. Poricdic amual refresher courses are given Sundey School teachers
in the respeotive districte by the missionaries and Indien pastors.

The day when there were no othor schools in India except mission
schooln mad possed. Formerly, the government had assumed little or mo
rosponeibility for the school system, and the standards of instruotion
ond accommedetion were set by the mission whioh carried on the program.
However, as an independent nation, Indie began working toward literacy
and education for all, Soon it was the governmont which set the standards
and often innisted on modern and spacious buildings, better equipment and
tonoching facilities, higher selaries for teschers, and the right to deter-
mine the currioulum ond edministration. It is against this beckground
that the Misaouri Mission has operated its echool system since 1950,

This program has consumed more then £1ifty per cent of the annual ¢total
cshurch budzet and, on the elemsntary school level, served better than
geventy-Cive per cent of the established congregati.ons.a
- In the light of financial developments the General Gonference recon-
sidered its former policy regerding grant-in-aid from the government.

It io obvious that there has been a tremendous inoresse in govern—
ment interest in the control of our schools. It is the conaidered
opinion of soms that the interference cculd not be worse even if we
were taking grant. Somstimes our not taking grant causes suspieion
and distrust. The situation has ohnged considerably from the time
vhen it was resolved that it was not "expedient" to take grant.

Under certain conditions it might be desirable to teke grant for

certain special services and equipment, e.g. agricultural, audio-

viowe]l aide, etoc.

We do not faver going in for grant-in-aid in e wholesale manner as
there are obvious pitfalls, dangers, and diffioculties. Nevertheless

Spdward Krafft, "The Education Progrem of our India Mission," an un-
published report prepared at the request of E. 0, Zimmermamn, 1954, p. 3.
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we belisve that there may be cases and types of grant where it 1is
_ ::ttao?‘;.yizfgedient to take grant but it may even be inoxpedient not
It wvas finally decided to apply for grant-in-aid in a number of omses and
80 enable the Oonference to see HI‘.B‘!‘- would happen end later formulate new
policies.

At the sams time, however, & survey of the schooles conducted by the
Hission brought two factors into the open. (1) In many cases the school
establishments hnd expanded beyond the financial ability of the congrega—
tions connected with them; (2) In many schools the proportion of non-
Ohrietian children to Lutheran children, or even Ohristian children, was
found to bo such that the schools tended to lose their Ohristian charac-
tor. 10 Aa poon ao this ocourred it was almost impossible to carry on
offeotive follow-up work ae far as evangelism was concerned, with the
result that one of the chief remsons for having parochial eschools proved
ineffoctive, Lens than fifty per cent of the children enrolled in the

11 Often, howaver, the

schools conducted by the Mission were Ohristian.
Ohristion influence brought to bear in the schools showed remarkable suc—
cess, The seed of the Gospel was dofinitely planted in the hearts of

thess youngsters, no matter what their background. In certain areas re-

ligious instruction had to take place before government prescribed school

_hours. The then Tranvencore-Oochin government insisted on adherence to

Seneral Oonference Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran
India Mission, 1950, p. 10.

mluﬂ:ur District Oonference lMinutes of the Missouri Evangelical
Lutheran India Mission, 1950, pp. 81-82,

Ugraret, loo. oit.
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this law.'® With many problems confronting the missionaries and mational
Wworkers, the iiission continued its program of Ohristian education among
the children and teen-agers.

At -the prosent time, the overall picture of the elementary schools
shows ninety-four in operation; however, this number will be desreasing
as the Indian church takes over the financial support of these schools.
Grant=in-eid from the government will beooms a necessity which will mean
that cortain standarde must be attained. When they cannot be reached
some of these elementary schools will have to be discontinued. In the
past tho village schools and the Word which wes sown by many faithful
teachers brought forth abundant harvest, but in the future ths sams Word
with ite blessings will be sown by means of Sunday Schools in the many
villages, Vecation Bible Schools (comparatively new in India), and othexr
agoncies of Ohristian education and edification.

In 1957, there were 2,052 pupils enrolled in the ten middle schools
operated by the Misasion. The number of Lutheran pupils was 722|..."'5 Con-
nocted with theee day schools on ths secondary level are nine boarding
homoe, houeing 356 boys and girls. These students usually live beyond
wvalking distence of tho schools and desire to continue thoir education
in Ohristian schoole. These boarding schoola supply & large percentage
of the men and women who later becoms full time workers, members, and
leaders in the church.

Four high schools have also been important agencies for training the
young Ohrietiane of India. Three of these are located in the southern

121avrence Meinzen, *Fruite of Our Schools," The Luthsran Ghurch—
Missouri Synod in Asia ég Southeast Pacific (3t. Louis: Board for Nissions

in Foreign Oountries, 1955), Pps 5-8.
Vgtatistios of the Missourl Evangelical Lutheren India Mission, 1957.
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tip of India within a radius of forty-five miles, at Nagercoil, Trivan-
drum, and Vadakangulam. The fourth is at Ambur five hundred miles north.
The total enrollment in these high schools during 1957 was 766. The
entire teeching staff numbered approximately esixty-five, of whioch twenty
were non-Lutheran. #As to the managemsnt of the four high schools, until
1955 they were oporated as private schools under the direct and sole con—-
trol of the Miseicn. Only recently has it been necessary to look %o ths
governmant for grant-in-aid funds. Each of these schools has been ac~-
oredited and recognized by the government and thereby comes under the
rulee, regulations, and supervision of the State Departmsnt of Education.
The Department of Bducation has complimented the ifission on its procedure
end method of conducting these schools.

The curriculum on the high school level is for all practical pur-
posss identical with that of the government schoole,

The curriculum provides for e general and college preparatory educa-

tion. Because of the peculiar situation in which India finds itself

linguistiocally, the curriculum is heavy with langueges., The mother

tongue both constitutes a full annual sschool credit and serves as

the medium of instruction. Hindi, whioh has been adopted as the

nationnl langusge, is the second required language and English is

the third. Both English and Hindl are reguired subjects throughout

the six years of the secondary program in most schools.

The balance of the program is made up of mathemmtics, history, geog—-

raphy, scisnce, drawing and oraft and physical education. Our schools
also try to include some instruction in music, usually group singing.

The outstanding difference betwsen the government schools nnd_ those oper-
ated by the Mission is the rel:l.gloi\a training course. Because such a high
percentage of the teachers are Christian it is possible to make religion
the center of the curriculum.

Vigraet, op. oites Pe 5.
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The teaching ataffs at the high schools are made up completely of
Indlan nationals with the possible exception of a few missionary instruc-
tors in tho religion classes. The average teaching load per teacher is
between twonty-five and thirty hours per week, while the average pupil
load per temcher is between thirty and thirty-five.l? Bach of the three
schools at Ambur, Nagercoil, end Trivendrum is administered by e Lutheran
Christisn headmaster or principal. At Vandakangulem a missionary acted
as principal until 1956, when Miesionary Dukewits left the field. The
missionary conferenco of each distriot is closely essociated with the
high echools in the respective areas end direotly supervise the adminis-
tretive operation of the sohools. There is also the Board for Higher
Education of the Genoral Oonference that concerns iteelf with matters of
educaticn,

Provious to the year 1952, the two teacher training eschools conducted
by the India Misaion were located at Ambur and Nagercoil, The ochool in
Ambur was opened in 1926 with four students enrolled.w This school is
conducted in the Temil language and according to the educational code of
the State Governmont of Madras. The course of study covers & period of
two years according to government regulation. The school has to acsept
and graduate a certain number from the non-Lutheren community. There are
timee vhen this percentage runs as high as seventy-five per cent. For
exemple, in 1655, the two training schools graduated twenty-five Lutheran
teachors and seventy-five non-Lutheran men and women. This part of the
program is undertakon upon the insistence of the Education Department of

lglhi.d., Pe 6.
mvaely, Ob. mog Pe 198.
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the gmrnment.]'? Upon passing the required state examination the gradu—-
ates from the training school at Ambur are eligible to teach in mission or
governusnt achools up %o and inocluding the middle school.
The school at Nagercoll was opened May, 1942 for both Tamil and

Halayalan epeaking atudentn.la

Here a three-year course of study was
offered until ths closo of this institution March, 1953. The reason for
the discontinuetion wae the opening of a lalayalem traininz school in Tri-
vandrun in 1952, The Mission now had a training program in the two lan-
guage ereas, Ambur and Trivandrum. The new school under the Tranvancore
government offered a one-year course for teachers.
The curriculum at those teacher training centers is much as we would
find in eimilar American institutions.
The course of instruction centers on methods of teaching and educa-
tional psychology. Subjects in the curriculum include Tamil or
Malayalam, English, mathematico, social studise, physical solence,
natural science, drawing and oraft and physical education. A dally
two-hour couras in the teaching of religion completes the teacher
training school curriculum. This training program is complete with
school and classroom observation and practice teaching; more in the
two-year and less in the one-year course.
Manifold blessings have been experienced from these two schools. For the
moat part, the Lutheran men and women who attend these schools have gone
through the educational system of the Mission from the first grade upward.
A problem which must now be faced by the India Zvangelical Luth_eran
Church (I.E.L.0.) is a financial one. How will a teacher training pro—-

gram be financed, muoch less the whole educational program? With new

17H. H. Koppelmann, editor, "India 1956," 1956 Foreign Missions of
The Lutheran Church--i{issouri Synod (St. Louis: Board for Miesions in
Foreign Countries, 1957 ), p. 6.

mmuvely. los. git.
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government restrictions and regulations on training schools for teachers,
how will the I.E.L.0. meet these? In charting a course of action numesrous
points have been sonsidered. A consolidated effort toward more adequate
facilities and bettor trained teachers would result in one training school
instead of two. The cost of this single institution would be financed
proportionately by the congregations. Government grant-in-aid could be
sought and would perhaps be necessary. In view of these and other fac-
tors, the Trivandrum training school has recommended that the Board for
Higher Tducation close the school in the Malayalem speaking area as of
April, 1956.20 As yet no action on this has been taken.

Olosely comnected with the teacher training program is a full yesr
of Bible study conducted at the Seminary in Nagercoil since 1952. The
succoesful completion of the teacher training course together with the
year's Bible course better qualifies the teacher to fulfill his/her duties
in one of the Ohristian day schools. Thsre are instances when a male
toacher will continue his studies at the Seminary for another two or more
yeers, which qualifies him to serve as a pastor of the I.E.L.C. to carry
on the work of bringing the Gospel to his fellow Indians. The one-year
Bible course for teachers is under the direction of the three milasionaries
and two Indian pastors who have been called to the Seminary, and whose
chief worlz is centered in instruétion. The courses of Bible study are:

History of Iarasel, The l'lﬂth)g Prophets, Devotional Books of the Old

Testament, Life of Ohriet, The Teaching of Jesus, History of the Apos-

tolic Ohurch, The Epistles of Paul, The Non-Pauline Vritings, Funda-

mental Ohristian Beliefs, A Survey of Hinduism, Village Preaching and
Worship,21

203eneral Conference Higher Education Oommittee Minutes of the Mis-
souri Evangelical Lutheran India Mission, 1957, p. 24. Hereafter HEOM.

aleafft' Op. _o_’-t_-. Pe 8.
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Already in the teacher training school a good Bible background was re-
celved. Together with this added knowledge, plus the ability to apply
the truths of the Bible to his secular training, the teacher has a solid
foundation in the truthe of Soripture and the way of salvation.

Early in the history of the !Miesouri HMission the national Ohristian
aided and assisted the missionary in many areas of work. Those men who
vere ealaried wero onlled catechists or evanzelists. One of the first of
these catechj.ats was G. Jesudason. For yearc ha had been educated and
trained by the early missionaries, After considerable practieal training
ae a catechist and evangelist he was ordained as the firet Indian pastor

22 Other men had been trained as cate-

of the liission on March 13, 1921,
chists in the respeétive distriote or langunge areas by the missionaries.
In 1934, however, a separate unit of instruction was begun at Ooncordia
Seminnry, Nagercoil. It was called the Oatechists'! Seminary and was com-
pletely independent of the Pastors' Seminary, except that both had the
same instructors. A two-year course was offered intermittently from 1954
to 1946, a new class coming in after the previous one had finished. The
firet class of nineteen graduated in 1936 and was sent out to work in the
congregations and teaching and preaching places for their practical worlk.
After a gertain period of obsorvation, some a longer period of tims and
others shorter, the men who proved to be efficient, advanced catechists
would study for two more years at the Seminary end upon graduation were
eligible for immediate ordination., After 1946, this course of instruction
wae eliminated from the Seminary program. There seemed to be a sufficient

224, . Miller, "A Brief Historical and Statistical Survey of Oon-
cordia Seminary, Nagercoil, India, Up to 1947," unpublished report, Board
for Missions in Foreign Countries, p. 1.
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number of catechisto and evangelists on the field. The importance of an
ordained mative ministry was being stressed. The Indian pastor would
soon replace the catechist. In 1550 there were 154 catechiets under the
euspices of the Missouri Mission working together with the thirty-five
national pastors.>>

In 1924 4he Mission launched out into its program of organized theo-
logical training by opening Ooncordin Seminary in Nagercoil to serve all
three districts and the two language areas of Tamil and Malayalam. The
plan vans at first to give a three-year course of training for students
with eatochist oxperience. However, due to the lack of Christian back-
ground cnd general education a four-year course of instruction was noces—
sary. The firot olase of students graduated in 1928, but they were not
immadintely ordeined into the ministry. The seven young men in that
cless were sent out &5 evengelists to tako care of congregational work
end entablish new places, but alwvays in close association with the mis-
1onari.en.24 During the following yeare these men were gulded in their
work end study by the local missionaries, and efter a period of observa-
tion they were recommended for ordinmation to the local missionary confer-
enca. lpon passing an examination set by the Seminary faculty, these men
vere ordoined and installed in the larger congregations of the mission
fiold as pastors. This procedure was necessary because of the lack of

previous training in both elementary subjects and Ohristien doctrine.
Now the students who greduate from the Seminary are called and ordained
immediately; their training lms been more intensive, and they are better

23kretzmam, op. git., p. 4.

zl‘xretmnn, "Ministerial Training in India," an unpublished report,
in possession of The Board for Missions in Foreign Countries, St. Louils,

January 21, 1955, pe 3.
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qualified. Those who were at ons timo evangelists are todey ordained
paotors of the I.E.L.C.

From 1928 to 1946, there were only six graduating classes from the
Seminery. It wae the custom, a8 in many Indisn ssminaries, to admit ome
clase every three years. The entering class would finish the entire
couree of training befors another class was admitted. In these sighteen
years fifty-four men graduated, of whom thirty-six wore ordained as pas-
tora.zs The roemaining eighteen served as catechists or evangelists.

While eome of the workers in tho various congregations continued to
lebor veory faithfully and effectively with little formal education, the
advantage of 2 well-trained mative ministry was recognized. Following
the war yeare, the aim was to make high school graduation the minimm
qualification for entry into the Seminary. By this time, the general
educational progrem of the Mission had grown enough 4o permit this en-
trance requirement, with the provision, howsver, that excoptions could be
made in the case of worthy students. Bescause of the lure of more prof-
itable emnloyment for high school graduates, the exceptions turned out %o
be ths rule. It was becoming difficult to find enough young men for min-
isterial training. Often older mon with :Eamili.e_u woro accepied into the
training progvam at Ooncordia. It was hoped that by 1951 the requirement
of high school graduation could ba put into effect. MHen with various
qualu’ieatiope wera placed in soparate groupa: +those with a high school
bagkground who could handle more advanced work, espscially in subjects
where English could be used as the medium of instruction; and those with

asxzatzmm, "Nagercoil Seminary Serves New Sister Ohurch,” The
Lutheran Witness, IXXVII (February 25, 1958), 95.




e

Sl ==

113
less genoral educational background who could only absorb lectures in
one of the two vernaculars, Tamil or Malayalam. Thus, the teasching load
of the three missionary instructors was inoreased considersbly.

Pravious to 1943, Dr. A. J. Lutz, a veteran miesiocnary, served the
Seminary as professor and president. Because of 1llness he was unable to
return to the field after a year's furlough, end early in 1948, he died.

In a spocial mseting on Januery 27, 1948, Missionary M. L. Kretzmanm was
elected to £1i11 the moanoy.26 Missionary H. Earl Miller was apnointed

a8 prosident and Missiomary R. M. Zorn, dean, These three men served in
this sapaciiy until 1954 when Missionary Miller was oalled to & congrega-~
tion in America. On February 9, 1956, M. L. Kretzmann was elected to £1ll
the pooition of Seminary preai.dent.27 Two Indian pastors, Rev. M. Philip
end Rev. B. H. Jackayya, vere added ¢o the faculty. Rev. Philip accepted
his appointmont on September 8, 1955.28 The third misaionsry member of

the faculty, H. M. Zorn, wvas installed with Pastor Jackayya June 20, 1956.29
The addition of the twe Indien pestors to the teaching staff was & signifi-
eant step in turning more responsible positions over to the natiomal church.

In March, 1951, thirty-four studente graduated from Ooncordia Seminary
as candidates for the ministry. This almost doubled the number of national
pastors working with the Mission. That same year in May & new class of
twenty-four entered the Seminary. In 1954, this claes greduated and the
entire group was declared eligible for ordination. In the classes of

26phe Luthoren Witness, LXVII (April 20, 1948), 132,
2T=om, 1956, p. 5
28r0M, 1955, p. 13.
29mom, 1956, p. -
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1951 eand 1954, some of the students had had a full college education
beforo entering the Seminary. All sixty-sight men received a formal theo-
logical training with most of the usual seminary subjects, in addition to
elementary work in Greek and Hebrew, the latter for the advanced atuﬂcntu.’o

Prom the founding of the Seminary in 1924 until 1954 a new class of
students entered every three years, mainly to conserve the manpower of the
missiomary staff. However, since 1954, the need for fully qualified pas—
tors, ne well as evangeliste end teachers, to reach the unchurched through
methods that the non-Indian missionary can no longer freely use, has made
the liession reconsider its policy of a three-year graduation program. It
was recclved late in 1954 to admit a new class into the Jeminary each year.
A fourth olaes was admitted in 1957 and from 1958 forward a group of pas—
toral candidetes will be sent out into the established congregations and
nev places of evangolistic work. Twelve men will be ordained into the
minietry thie year, and approximtely the same number each succeeding year.
A smaller, but steady annual supply of pastors will better supply the needs
of the I.B.L.0., rather than a larger group graduating every three years.

Wit has happened to the men who have graduated from Ooncordia Semi-
nary, Nagercoil? One hundred and four pastors have been trained and of
these, ninety-sight are still in the service of the Oh!ll'ﬂh-51 They are
serving in the many city and village congregations of the I.E.L.0. Some
of these men open new evangelistio stations where the Christian commmnity

is either vory emall or non-existent. A number of these teach in the
high schools and/or teacher training schools. Two Indian pastors serve

50gretzmann, "Ministerial Training in India," p. 4.
Slkretzmann, "Nagercoil Seminary Serves New Sister Ohurch,” loe. oit.
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as professors at the Seminary. Three have gone into foreign missionms,
one across the Gulf of Munnar to the island of Ceylon, and two in their
ovn country in Bombay. Finally, thore are some in the 4iffisult work of
Huslim lMiesions. As dedicated young men leave Ooncordia, they are well-
trained for their place in the growing Church in Indis.

It has been the practice of the Mission to find a congregation or
evangelistic post for those graduating from the Seminary. A living income
was guarantead the pastors as they took up their work. In the past the
graduates of the Seminary have expected this from the Mission, In the
near future, however, things will change, and the future pastors and
teachers of the I.E.L.C. are aware of thie situation. Most of them rea-
1lize the importance of an independent chureh, able to support its owm
pastors and teachers. But they also see the impossibility of this. Thise
presents e tromendous challenge to their faith and dedication, for it
means they must give up & sure source of income in some other ccoupation
and rely on their owm abﬂi:!.ai.os to support themselves while they ecarry
on the work of the Uhuroh. To bear up under these trials and tribula-
tione will take a strong, and yet stronger, faith in the eternal promises
of our God.




.
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OHAFTER VIIX
MEDIOAL MISS IONS

The activity of the Missouri Mission in furnishing medicel relief,
advice, guidence and care to theo peoples of Indina has always been one of
the most satisfying adventures in Ohristain living, loving, and serving.
One of the greatest and most evident lacks among the psople of India is
the peroonal concern of one man over agesinst another, or even over ogainct
himself. There was a time, prior to 1947, when the average 1life expect-
ancy of the Indisn was twenty-seven years. Today it i3 twentv per cent
higher, at thirty-three yeara.l Ohristian love and service ms always
bean' tha concern of the Missouri Mission in India, for this is the re-
sponne of God's love in Christ working itself out in everyday care. This
type of action strikes deep into the consciousness of those who have never
before experiesnced such love and care. NMedical i{issiono 4is and always
me been an arm of the Ohuzch.

The beginnings of the modicsl misesion work go back to the year 1913,
after the Miseouri Synod had given its approval in 1911l. Previous to
this, individual missionaries had done some medical work. Various ladies'
Ald Societies, principally in the Middle West, arranged for the support
of a reglstered nurse from Evansville, Indiana, Miss Louiss Ellermann.

Under frusirating handicaps but with self-effacing devotion she

worked among the sick and needy at Bargur in the Madras Presidency,
thereby laying the foundation of our entire medical mioesion program

101ndia on Its Birthday," St. Louis Post-Dispatoh, January 28, 1958,
Editorial page.
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and preparing the way for the establishment of the Bethesda Hospital
at Ambur in 1925.2

From 1915 to 1919 Miss Ellermann labored in this peasceful villags. During
thio time those in the field were ploading with the Home Board for addi-
tional help and cupplies. A trained physician was desperately needed.

Finally in 1921, the prayera of the church were answered in the
person of Dr. Theodore J. Dosderlein from Chlcago. He had been sent out
on o two-year basis with the specific assignment of establishing a hos-
pital. He arrived in Ambur in November, 1921.5 By this tims, the dis-
pensary had been moved from Bargur to Ambur, and from this time on Ambur
became the chief centor of medical activity. Two months after the arri-
val of the firet doctor, two additional nurses made their appearance,
Mieses Etta Herold end Angela Rehwinkel. Very soon after this the first
sod vao turned for the new hospital building. Dr. Frederick Brand, the
Director and General Secretary of the Foreign Miesion Bo-ard of the Mis-
souri Synod, was in India at the time end proceeded to lay the corner-
stone in larch, 1922, On January 13, 1923, Bethesda Hospital was dedi-
cated to the glory of the Triune God and for the purpose of serving our
fellowmen in India bodily end spiritually.‘h

Dr. Doederlein served as the first resident dosctor until 1925, At
the eame time a nurses' training school had been established, After the

departure of Dr. Doaderlein the hospital had an Indian doctor but no

2g, J. Friedrich, "Historical Sketoh of Medical Missions," luthsran
lomen's Quarterly, XVI (January, 1958), 3-%4.

SE1mer E. Griesse, "Lutheran India Missions,” Unpublished Master of
Arts Thesis, Washington University, St. Louis, 1945, p. 54.

einert H. Grumm, "The Medical Mission in Ambur, India," an unpub~
lished report, n. dey; pe le
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American until 1953, when Mies Eleanor Bolmsack, M. D., of Fargo, North
Dakota, was sent out. In a short time, however, she became Dr. (Mrs.)
Orim, and there was another long hiatus.? . Dr. Norbert F. Leckband f£illed
this gap in 1956 and continued to cerve in this ecapacity until 1942, In
1942 a maternity wing was added to the hospital. Also during these years
a traveling dispensary van was put to work in ou‘:tlying villeges,

"Absolom," as the Ford truck was oalled, served se a traveling

drugotore and was operated three or four days a week by competent

hoopital people and one missionmary. An average of one hundred people

kmtey %o preach and apply she Lusaciia ot sos Halotapts’ L

p pply .

After Dr. Leckband returned to America, the !-!laa.!.on hospitael was
without an Amsrican doetor until the arrival of Dr. ¥. F. Bulle in Novem-
ber, 1950, During these intervening years the work wes oerried on by two
Indian doctore and the hospital superintendent, Miss Angela Rehwinkel,

R. o Hor life of love and service at Bethesda has truly been and will
continue %o bo an inspiration to many. Dr. O. H. Schmidt, Executive
Secretary of the Board for li{icsions in Foreign Oountries, describes !Miss
Rehwinkel end her activities at the hospital in these words: "You should

see with what honor end gratitude the pesople of Ambur regard iiss Rehwin-
kel for her ability, her understanding of their ways, and for hor sympathy."!
Prior to the arrival of Dr. Bulle the facilities of the hospital consis-

ted of r complex of smll single-story buildings comnected by covered

runvays.

JIbid.

60. H. Sohmidt, "Our Missione in India and China," Ooncordia Theo-
Iug ical i-ionthlj » XVIIX: mﬂ.ﬂhér. - 1%, ’ 854.

7H, 8. Schwenk, "Foreign Mission Nurse, Angala Rehwinkel," The lu-
theran Witnees, IXXII (ilay 12, 1953), 166.
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The front building containe treatment rooms for mmle and female out-

patients and a central compounding room where premscribed medicines

are dispsnsed. The inpatients ere taken care of in two separate
eight-bed wards, but here airy construction and wide verandas allow
for oxpaneion to double the capacity in case of nsed. On the female
8ide a new section was added in 1942, the maternity wing, built with
funds supplied by the Northern Illinois Women's ifissionary League.

It is made up of a larger ward, four emall private rooms, nursery,

delivery rogm end reception rooms. There 1is also a model home for

the nuraes.
Soon a much needed expansion program would be under way at Bethesda.

In Americn, meanwhile, Missouri Synod Lutherans had taken steps to
26t up a national orgenization of doctors, nurses, and other interested
people. The Lutheran liedical Mission Association was formed in March of
1947, It would msoist in giving mediocal missions assurance that the work
is being supported by professional people in the United States. It would
aleo serve ne lisison for sescuring the needed personnel, physicians, den-
tists, nurses, dieticians, laboratory techniscimns, eto. for foreign ser-
vice. These would be screened and given final appointment by the several
misoion boerds.? A% the Milwaukee Oonvention in 1950, the Missouri Synod
gave this organization its official blessing and provided temporary finan-
cial support for its program. This group has established chapters in many
of ths large cities.

At %ho hospital in Ambur the expansion program was begimning to take
shape. A% 1te 1951 meeting in New York, the Lutheran Women's Missionary
League set aside {70,000 for this needed program. The Medical Mission
Assogiation also showed considerable interest. Plans ?or enlargement and

modernization were drawn up and approved. The following report of the

% rum, op. sit., p. 6.

%1, K. Koppelmamn, "Medical Miseions,” a tract on the history of
Medical Missione, 1ssued by the Lutheran Medical Mission Assooiation, 1951.
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progress after three years under Dr. Bulle's guidance sums up the con=—
struotion work completed and in the process of being ocompleted:
The following projects have been completed: outpatient department,
two compounder's houses, one dootor's house, second floor over cen-
tral wing, now laundry, 15 small kitchens for patients' relatives,
water supply system, enclosure around hospital, extension of nurses'’
home, extension and modernisation of nurses' bungalow and most of
the alterations originally planned on the old buildings. Several
new roads have been built. At present under construction are ths fol-
lowing: new wing of main building, two special wards, second doctor's
houso, duplex compounder's house, ward for infectious diseases.
Because of the generous gift from America these buildings could now inten-
0ify and augment the service of love brought to the people of South India
by the hospital. Hisa Rehwinkel spoke of her biggest thrill in India
during her thirty-seven years of service in these worde:
Wy biggest thrill was the gift of $70,000 from the L.W.M.L. This
gift provides for the expansion of Bethesda from a 45-bed to a 100-bed
hospital; for improving our electrification; for our outpatient
clinic, which takes care of people who are not hospitalized; for
three residences for doctors; for enlarging the nurses' home; for inm-
proving the water system; for water storesge tanks; for repairing roads
on the compound; for new water piping; and for a drainage sewer.
During the years of major construction and moderization many problems
developed. Two widespread epidemics of typhoid and one very violent epi-
demic of cholers cost the Mission an unforeseen amount of money and tied
up more than one-third of the hospital bed strength. The people among
whom the !ission worked faced economic hardship due to the lack of rain
for ceveral years. Naturally, charity oases were constantly on the in-
erease. Then, too, dependable and fully qualified Indian doctors were

diffioult to £ind and most of the work fell upon the shoulders of either

103eneral Oonference Minutes of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran
India Mission, 1954, p. 25. Hereafter cited as GOM.

Lgohvenk, op. cits, p. 167.
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Dr. Bulle or iiiss Rehwinkel. In addition to the professional care whioh
demanded much of Dr. Bulle's time, there were also the administrative
duties of an expending hospital to look after. HNelp was needed especially
in the form of competent personnel.

Miss Hadwig Gronbach, R. Ney M. As, from Oincimmati, arrived in
April, 1951. For a very short time she was enrolled in language school
but was soon needed for emergency work at the hospital in November. 12
She became the assistant superintendent at Bethesda. Early in 1952, Misa
Audrey Rasch, daughter of Missionary and Mrs. Arthur Rasch in Indis, came
end served as the anesthetist until 1957 In addition to the three Ameri-
ct'm nursea on ths staff, there were twelve native professionally trained
assistants to strengthen the hands of Dr. Bu110.15 It was still hoped
that an edditional Zuropean doctor would enter the service at Bethesda.

It was also hoped that a miseionary would be allocated to the hospital

for full time evangelistic work among the eick. "The goal of the hospital

vas to lead mon to their .:.‘savi.or. Without this aim ths professional work

of the hospital would lost ite justification.’# In June, 1954, Mission- |
ary Robert Trautmann began this important work at Bethosda by helping the !
hospital staff improve their own evengelistic afforta.15 He was also &
great help in administrative duties.

During 1954 some important additions were made to the hospital staff.

12G0H| llﬁg Pe 57.

4. H. Roppelmamm, "A Report of fhe Jisitation of Our Asiatic Mis-
sion Fields," a mimeographed report, [1952|, p. 4.

) bur Dietrict Gonference Minutes of the Missourl Evangelical Lu-
theran India Mission, 1954, p. 20. Hereafter oited as ADOM.

Lrvia.
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On ¥ay 1, Dr. Irwin Sarmel joined the staff; Dr. F. Santiago, & highly
recommended physician, began his work at Ambur on August 1; on Jammry 1,
1955, Dr. Sojioai Samson was added to the group.16 Dr. Bulle had aimed
to raise the standards of Bethesda and thereby enhance the respectability
of the hospital in the eyes of the government. The sorvice which the
hospital rendersd to the commnity had also experienced improvement in
both quality and qusntity. These are the statistics reported for 1954:
One theousand four hundred four inpatients were treated of whom 380
underwsnt surgery, compared with 279 operations performed last year,
Total number of patients treated in inpatient department, outpatient
department and by roadeide dispensary work were 48,551 compared with
46,951 laet yeer. Two hundred fifty-one maternity cases (27 compli=
cated) were treated. Our bed strength was increased from 60 to 75.17
The end of Jenuary, 1955, marked an important milestone in ths his-
tory of lledical Misoiono in Ambure The mjor part of the building pro-
gren had been completed and the old hospital had been remodeled. Bethasda
flospitel seemad new from top to bottom. On January 28, the Governor of
Yadras State, Sri Sri Pragasam, was present to formally inaugurate the
more recent buildings. With the cornerstone laying on the following day
by the Governor, active proparationa for the comstruction of a rural
branch hospital at Reddivalaeu were begun. Reddivalasu 1s located about
thirty miles from 'Ambur and is the center of one of the rather inaccessi-
ble hill regions. Funds for this outreaching station and for work at
Aumbur ceme from en erray of sources:
The government granted Rs., 10,000, Also welcomed donations of
$5,000 from the North Wisconein L.i¥.M.L., $10,000 from the Wheat

Ridge Foundation %o be used for tuberoulosis work in this area, and
about $5,000 in the form of additionmal clinical equipment such as

6,008, 1955, p. 6.

17134,
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sterilizers, operating tables, etc., fronlahn St. Louls Ohapter of
the Lutheran lMedical Mission Association.

The hospital at Ambur had received the attention and official approval of
the government, due to its exceptional progress during the past years.

Other work vaa conotantly going on similtansously with the building
and regular programe. A leper clinic and an eye clinic was operated from
time %o time from the hospital. Both of these have always been vitally
necessary for the welfare of the people. Now Bethesda would undertake
extensive tuborculosis treatment, for this disease had plagued the people
of India for centuries. Previous to this, there had been a-om treatment
of this scourge, but never enough. The Wheat Ridge Foundation granted
continuous financiel support for this task. By 1958, (61,061 had been
ellosated for this work. 19 These funds were used to ereot buildings,
provide facilitiec and hospital equipment, train medical personnel, and
for drugs for the treatment of tuberculosis pat{ents. The tuberculoais
unit of the hospital hme the fecilities to care for forty patients.

By 1955, Bethesda had growan from a forty-five bed to a one hundred

‘ ten bed modern hospital. There were sixty on the staff; including five

doctors (two female and three male), fifty nurses, three laboratory tech—
nicians, the superintendent, Miss Rehwinkel, and Dr. Bulle. With the
continual growth being experienced, the staff was yet insufficient. The

services which the hospital chaplain, Rev. Trautmann, continued to render,
proved to be very beneficial to both the staff and patients. The aim of

the entire group was to convince people that someone does care for them,

181p14,

!; 19priedrich, op. eit., p. 6.
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both as far as their bodies and souls are concernad. Physical and spir-
itual needs were taken .tnﬁo consideration. After the patientes have left
the hospital, follow-up work is of the utmost {mportance. This was car-
ried through by the local pastor and/or Ohristian. This fusion of evan-
gelistic and medical work has inoreased the worth of the hospital to the
people of Ambur and vioinity.ao

The year 1955 saw an unfortunate turnover in the professional staff.
Hen and women doctors who seemed to be interested in the work suddenly
left the hoapital. Dr. Samson took up work with the army in July; Dr.
Gnanamuthu resigned in September; Dr. Samuel followed in Degember; and
Dr. Santingo left for a short time to further his atudiea.al Replace—-
monta for these doctors had to be found. On Jenuery 1, 1956, Dr. Ebene-
zer Dovedutta joined the staff. In June, Dr. Samuel Isaiah began working
at Bethesda. In July, Dr. WM. P. George's appointment oomenued.aa An-
other important addition to the staff was Rev. J. Iesaiah, who would serve
as the Aspistant Ghaplain at the hospital.

In spite of the depleted staff, the work output had growm during
1955, in comparison with that of 19554. A

The number of inpatiento treated were 1,523 compared with 1,40 in

1954, The number of outpatients was 27,040. The number of opoin-—

tions increased from 58 majors to 116 and from 522 minors to 491.

The number 3{ deliveries was 213 normal cases and 28 surgical
deliveries.=”

20y, F. Bulle, "Bethesda Hospital,” The Lutheran Oroh--}issouri
Synod in Asia and the Boutheast Pacifis (St. Louis: Board for Missions in
Foreign Oountries, 1955), pp. 14-15.

21zpoM, 1956, p. 6.

221h4d., p. 29.
231b1d., p. 6.
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Also in 1955, en extensive program wns activated to deteot, treat, and
Prevent tuberculosis among the poople of the Ambur area. X-ray equipment
kad been purchased and used immsdiately. All this was dome under the
capable puidance of Dr. Bulle and lMiss Rehwinkel. The latter had suf-
fored a severe illness during tho past year, followed by a fall which
resulted in o broken hip. These experiences would have been enough to
foree less determined people into retirement, but by God's grace shs was
able %o return to her v:orl:.zz!' Even while bedfant sho continued her duties.

The successful initintion of a tubersculosis control program brought
& now typo of pationt in greater numhers to the hospital. This program
received large grants from the Wheat Ridge Foundation and the Oentral
Government of Madras. This inoreased the opportunities of serving those
in need and espesially of leading them to a knowledge of their Savior.
Sunday af4ernoon services for all the patients were conducted by liission-
ary Trautmenn or Rev. Isaiah. By the end of 1956, four thousand residents
of Ambur Imd been X-rayed. . This work was done on a charity basis. In
Augunt, 1955, the new building for the administration of the tuberculosis
control program end X-ray equipmont was completed. A bacteriologieal
laboratory was also equipped and ormplef.ed.25

Sufficient personnel was still a problem at Bethesda. Hiss Lols
Kropp, R. N., had aoccepted an appointment to serve in India, and sailed
on Decembexr 7, 1956. Bhs joined the staff after e short period of lan—
gusge otudy in Bangalore. }Niss Ammal Peter, who bad undergone training
89 an enesthetist-nurse in Iahore, Pakistan, had returned to Bethesda to

2h113., pe 7.
25xDoM, 1957, pe 5-
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replace iMiss Raseh, who would soon raturn to America, The need for a
laboratory teochnician arose when Mr. Kirubaish decided to leave the hos-
pital in order %o set up o private laboratory in tho aity of Ambur. He
had been with the hospital otaff for twenty years.zs }lss Johamma Iso,
Re o, arrived on the £ield in the f£all of 1957 to assume hor duties.
Eleven yoars of nureing exporience in Germeny, England, Oanada, end the
United Stetes would greatly enhance the service l}iss Leo would be render-
ing et Bet'.msda.27 Another missionary addition could be looked forward
%o in 1958, for Dr. Fred lanzsam had accepted an eppointment to serve at
Bethosda,

Perlnps the most outstanding individual aspect of the Missouri Mis-
gion, ns far ams medical work is concerned, has beon that of the conse-
crated, loving service rendered by Miss Angele Rehwinkel. Since 1921
she hns been a part of the everyday life and activity at Bethesda. Every
missionary on the £iold end all those interested in the Lord's work at

home thank God for these many years of faithful service.

26An01, 1956, p. 61
271bid., p. 85.




OHAPTER IX
KODA IKANAL

About in the center of tho Missouri Synod mission £ield, up in the
Palni flills at an elovation of nearly seven thousand feet, ia Kodailamal.
A mountain retrent was purchased here in 1912 through funds supplied by
the ladios iid and Walther Leagus soocieties of The Lutheran Ohurch--ia-
souri Synod in Amorica. Four dwellings were erected on & six and one=half
acre plot, more familiarly lmown as Loch End. This had been acquired et
8 total coot of ten thousand dollars. The missionaries had easy accens
%o the Xedailmmal Road Station via the South India Railway. From this
road station they could be carried up to the seven thousand foot level
of their mountain retreat by cool:l.es.l Since the hot plaina of India
Iave an enervating effect upon the missionaries coming from America, this
aix-weelr vacation wan considered an absolute necessity. During this time
there wam ample opportunity %o regain strength and health, to associate
with othor missionmaries, and to study and grow together.

At Kodailmanal the Hissouri Mission hao a delightful complex of
grounds with numerous cottages end othor buildings, a dignified chureh
built through tho efforts and gifts of the missiomaries, and a well-
equipped modern school for the children of the missiomaries. These chil-
dren are housod in modern dormitories. The arrangement takes care of the
grade school work of these children under almost ideal conditions. There
is also the opportunity to take high school work at Kodailkmnal, since a

1g1mer E. Grissse, "Lutheran India Missions,” unpublished Master of
Arte Thesis, Yeshington University, St. Louis, 1945, p. 30.
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group of othor denominations maintains a high school. Van Allen Hospital
with its modorn fecilities gives proper medical oare to the children and
their parents. In 1950 Kodailmnal was supplied with a regular missionary,
E. Ho Meinzen, for the boarding home and congregational work in and about
Kodeilmnal, The school hae been taught by Mrs. Gertrude Hecksl since
1940. On Septomber 18, 1957, Mr..Albert Hennig and his family errived in
Kodailmnal %o help ¢rain and equip the missionaries' youngsters for later
life. Life in tho boarding school is made as homelike as possible by the
teachers and missionary. It ie not easy to maintein a true "home away
from homs" but %the equipment supplied by the Home Ohurch is of the best
and aids a great deal in keeping the young usefully employed and happy.
Workehops, pianos, library, playgrounds, hikes, and movies are only some
of the facilities. In Kodailmnal, as in any home, there is a program of
work adapted to all agee. In spite of the servants eavailable, the chil-
dren aro oxpected to do their share. A Junior Walther League is acti-
vated whensver the number of teen-age children warrants this,

Living at Kodaikanal has proven very beneficial to the work of the
Kissouri ilission during the past years. The six weeks of hill leave,
during the hottest seeson on the plains, has been a wonderful aid towards
keeping the missionaries and their wives at peak eff'isciency during the
entire term of service on the mission field betwsen regular furlough

periods,

23enoral Confersnce Minutes of the Hissouri Evangelical Lutheran
India l-iieﬂion, 1”"" P 55.




OMPIER X
CONO LUS ION

The General Oonference of the Missouri Evangelical lLutheran India
lioolon died, in a sense, on January 8, 1958. The day tmt had long
been worked and prayed for had arrived, for the Goneoral Synod of the
India Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch came into its own. By God's grace the
three districie of Ambur, Trivandrum, and Nagercoil agreed to join %o-
gother into a united organization in order to build the Savior's Kingdom
in Indin more effectively. MHissionary Theodore A. Michalk, the last
Genernl Seoratery of the Hissourl Evangolical Lutheran India Mission,
spealking 4o the aseembled body, said:

It is good that we meet together here under the blessing of our

gracious God, %o learn of the great opportunities that He has

placed before us and to conolder together waya end means of carry-
ing out the work which we now undertake in His Hame.

A8 the Goneral Uonference of missionaries in India invites you as

mewbers and delegates of the India Evangelical Luthsran Ohurch to

teks over the responsibility for the administration and future de-
velopment of tho Church which has come into being through the
preaching of God's Word and the administration of His Saoraments

ve would remind you of the source of your strength as a Ohristian

Church and wish you the abiding blessing of God upon the work of

your hande done in His Mame.l
The preceding pages are a resume of what led up to this new undertaking
in the respective fields of eotivity. The limitations of the study lie
in the lack of personal or physical contact with the Miesion in India.
It is impossible %o view things as thoy really are in India or to evalu-

ate fully and picture the work from a desk or typewriter in Ameriea,

‘-Prouedinga of the First General Synod Oonvention of the India
Evangelieal Lutheran Ohureh, Janvary 8-9, 1958, pp. 2-3.
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lodking through the eyes of misoionary reports, observations of others,
or mimiten of conferonce and committee proceedings. Be this me it may,
there are numerous questions which coms to mind after completing the
study.

Has 100 much reliance been placed on the trained and salaried church
worker whon more rosponsibilities may have been placed on lay membera?
Feo sufficiont otress been placed on lay evangelism within the India Mis-
8ion? The unfinished work of lay evangelism training is before the India
Bvangelical Luthoran Ohurch.

One of the greatost taske before us is to stir up our peoplé for

the work of the Lord. There are so many in thies land that have not

vet heard of tha true God who loved all msn so much that He gave

i only begotton 5om 4o be our Savior. « « « The task of enlisting

our laymen in the army of the Lord is perkaps the greatest task that

God has laid upon you who have bsen elected by your fellow Ohris-

%ians %o serve es the first delegates to the organizational meseting

of the India Hvangelical Lutheran Ohurch.?

Ean enough attention been given to financial stewardship? 1Is it
ponsiblo that some inotitutions have been permitted to develop beyond
the moana anl eapabilition of the Indian Ohristians? Today there are
very few congregations which can support their own pastors, much less
holp euboidizing other needed areas of Gospel work, suoh as exist in
Bombay ond Ooylom. The writer recogniszes the tremendous task involved
hore, for these people lack oo much in the line of material things. But
has the development of Ohristian responsibility which is an important
part in the 1ife of the Olurch been noglected? There is much confidence =
in the nowly organized Synod that those problems with regard %o the ”
source of financial support will be faced from the begimning and solved

under the guidance of God.

21vid., p. 2.
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We Imow that hoat is nesessary to weld certain metals together.
Perhaps this problem of financea will be ths heat that God will use
to weld us togethor so that we become better tools for the building
of the Kingdom of His dear Son. God is placing before us a ocml-
longe that will lead us to realizo at the very begimning of our
Syned that our strength lies not in ourselves but in God, and that
without Him we can do nothing.

The decision of the Home Board to reduce ths subsildy granted to the
Indian Ohurch by five per ecent each year will meke it noceceary for
us %o rethink and re-evalunto all phases of our work., VWe will have
to out dovm here end expand there. Ve will have to replace less
effostive methois of doing our work with more effective oncs. It
is perlaps well that decisions of this kind effseting the future of
our work should be made by responsible leaders of the Imdian Cimrch
rather than by foreign missionaries who may not long be able %o con-
tinue to work with you. Our distrioct oynods will have %o pray and
work in close harmony with each other. 'fe will have te ask God to
grant ue the wisdom that Ho 1ls ready end willing to give to those
vho ask without doubting (Jamee 1, 5=6).

Throughout the work of the lMissouril Mission during the past sixty
years there tms been ebundant evidence of God's gracioua guidance and
blessing. For this we give thanks to Him for having used einful men to
gather His scottered sheep earound the oross of Jesua Christ. The India
Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch has now taken over the rssponsibility for ad-
ministration and further spread of the Gospel. Its dedication to this
cause is expressed by General Secretary B. I. Jackayyae in the closing
eddress of the Synodical formation meeting:

The Churoh is the form in vwhich Ohrist continues to do His saving

work in the world. So the Ohurch is Ohrist's mouth, mands, and

loge. « « « The Church in the world is imperfect and so needs to

grov in lmowledgs, faith and 1ife. « « « The Ohurch is a church only

when there is an effective will to assume the responsibility for mlnz
tenance of the Ohurch and godly impatience with the dependent status.
May the Lord of the Ohurch continue to shower upon our sister Synod His

great and marvelous bleesings.

5“2-. PP- 2"‘50
‘I'Ibﬁo’ PPe 2‘5"25-



APPENDIX

MISS IONARY PERSONNEL

Workers Date of Entry

Bertram, i, &. 1951 1954
Brauer, Richard H. 1925 1953
Buehner, Andrew J. 1928 1951
Bulle, ', Fep Ms Ds 1950 In service
Shuwvala, D. 3, 1929 1955 *
Doctor, !iss A., Re He 1952 1945
Dukewits, W. O. 1930 1957
Engelbracht, Luther ** 1955 In service
Fritze, Andrew J, *%® 1955 In service
Gall, John D. ** 1950 1950

Graf, Armand 1945 In service
Griesse, Slmer E. 1945 In service
Gronbach, lMiss Hedwig, R. Ne 19551 In service
Grumm, Moinert H. 1952 In service
Hahn, Bernmrd P. 1950 1948

Halm, Trnest ** 1953 In gservice
Hattendorf, Garhard O. 1927 1943
Heckel, iirs. Gertrude (Teacher) 1940 In service
Heinlein, Harold E, 1948 In service
Hennig, Albert L. (Teacher) 1957 In service
Kauffeld, Paul M. 1920 1947

Kline, Wormen Y. 1951 1948




Koepke, Robert T.
Krafft, Edward (Tencher)
Kretzmann, Martin L.
Kropp, !iiss Lois, R. N.
landgraf, #illiam G.
lang, Semusl G.

leo, Miss Johanne, R. K.
luecke, George

luedtke, Walter A,

latz, Anton J,.

latz, Arnold J.

lutz, Martin J.

Manna, Horbert T.

lay, Wilbur T.

Mayer, Jomes W,

Meinzen, Erwin H.
Moinzen; Lowrerce E. (Teacher)
Meinzen, Luther W.
Michalk, Theodore A.
Miller, H. Earl

Miller, Roland E, **
Mitohell, Miss Hora (Teacher)
Mueller, Kemneth

Nau, Henry **

Naumann, Jolm G. Pe
Otten, Henry J. **
Peckman, Henry F.
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1947
1945
1950
1957
1928
1926
1957
1953
1928
1912
1946
1935
1928
1948
1949
1948

1948
1945

1955
1956
1957

1929
1550
1929

In service
In service
In service
1958

1952

In service
In service
1956

1945

1948 =

In service
1957 .

In service
In service
In service
In aemu.c
In service
In service
In service
1954

In service
In service
1946

1956 *

In service

In service

1952




Prange, Erich H, "*»

Resch, Arthur Re

Rasch, Hise Audrey, R. Il.
Rathke, Miss Louise (Deaconess)
Rehwinkol, lMiss Angela, R. H.
Rink, 1Mins Adelins (Demconess)
Ritémann, Olarence L.
Schroeder, George 0.

Schulz, Henry A.

Sieving, Reinhard P,

Smith, Herry D.

Steinhoff, Joim G.

Stelter, Corhard R.

Stevenson, Duncan S,

Strasen, Bernhord T,

Suehs, A. Victor »o%
Trautmann, Robert

letzel, Louis I.

Wulf, Miss Betty Rose (Teacher)
ilyncken, Martin L.

Ziemke, }iss Rose (Deaconess)
Zorn, Herbert M.

Zorn, Kurt i.

Zorn, Robert i.

® Died in service
% Muslim Mission
"%% Qeylon
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. 1932

1526
1952
1526
1921
1952
1928
1921
1905
1957
1950
1957
1926
1526
1521
1957
1949
1929

1928
1947
1947
1927
1929

1957

1955

1957

In service
In service
In service
In service
1950

In service
1945

1956 .

In servioce
In service
1955

1551

In service
In service
1946

1952 *
195k

In service
In service
In service
In servisce
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