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A & means of implementing reform he revived the oifice of

14

cengor, cantrusting it to the senator Valerian, who became

emporor in 253%.<7
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He cormispgioned Valerlan:

to reform all abuses, whether in the palace, the

senate, the govermment, or elscwhere. A determination

te extirpate the Christian religion was among his
schemes for general reform; he saw in Christvianity a
potent solvent of Roman menners and customs; he
expected to put am @%EL to it by severe measures,
vigorously applied.

-

The edict which Decius issued is no longer cextant bub
contents can be gathered from the many writers which
do lmow that:

it provided for aen universgal proscription; and leflt
nothing o local or pergonel initiative, whether of
people or magistrates It fixed o date, or apsointed
tern, for aclzing profossion of belief; and a1l who
by this day had failed to declare their psganisn were
t0 be token for Christians and so ligble to persecu-
tion, not only in the large cities such =3 lome,
Carthoge, Alexendriz, intioch, or Iphesus, but in
lessexr towms such ag.?}?e';r-cacsm'ea, in villages, and
on private estatos.

chief chaoractoristic of this persecution is that it
simed ot oll Christiens and not just the leeders.Zo

object was not so much o meke mertyrs as to naoke

25Duche:3no, Op. cit., De 267,

261344,
2Tr1ad, op. gite, pe &31.
2BI‘-‘ic:m:'e"a't;, OPe Cite, Ds 380,



i5

[
apogtates "J It wep enforced <throughout the empire.

50

In the spring ond eexrly summer of 251 %he persecution
began to clacken. The Goths were invading fronm the Hoxrith,
end Deciugs had to ctop them. A batile was fought in the
nershes of the Debrudsscha in August of 251 with the Romans
suffering a discstrous defeats In this battle Decius lost
hig life. The Chuvch was given o bresthing spell to deter-
mine its losses end Lo toko positive oieps in reclaiming
thoce who lapsed.

What were the resulte of this persecution?

'.-;@mr"c ag 1% was, his persecvﬁ:ion left deep wounds.

he number of aposictes end ILibellatlel, thelr efforts
uO e \"1.::--1 so tbe Church, the striic besween Confessors

nd Lichops ond betweon the advecotes Ol rigour and
ox :L;...:I'.G'f, not to mention the schism of the '“1"&“" cts
cnd the doctrinel guestion ebout rebaptisn, ’co;;:e".:her
with the pergonel rivaelrice :anolvcdg all these things
were o serious legacy to the Church. x

The modin purpose the persecution was to cause a greas
nunmber of apostucies. In this:

It succceded well ot Tirst, as persecutions usuclly
do when the goverament hasgs common sease enough to
11';: recantation easye It is far harder {o resist
at :‘.‘.L::::" then ot a later s"‘""c, when each puccessive
nartyr swells the growing tide of eathusicen which
oi‘tcr. gives neow strength to those who began 'ri'!:h
utter failure., At fivet cpostates are many, nariyrs
foewve 50 in the Declen persecution. It was sikill-
fully plemmed, 1t took the ehurches by surprise, and
it found naeny unworthy brethren whom the long peace

29%iad, op. Slbes Do 433,
50 - e

Henry Melvill Gwatlin, lerly ch it Lo ;‘s.. De
313 (London: lMazemillen ond camnany, %%%7 11, §%§_

5li1ad, On. Clii., DPe 435-436.
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had tcmpted into them. So the crowd of renegades was
porticularly scandelous. These were of sundry sortae,
Lfor the suthoritiecs cored little how o man denied
Chriot, so that he did it in one wey or anothers » «
The virtuel cpostobes cppear o hove been much fower:
at Alcxomdria, where the riots in Philip's tinme.had
warned the waverers, thon at Carthege, where the
offenders were in the thousands, e.gg gave rise to
more then one sericus controversye.

As the persecution proceeded, many of the bishops in
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ot leo=Cacoaree, of Dionysius at Alexandric and wndoubtedly

of mony other bishops. From their hiding places they con-

accountted fLoxr the stendfastness of meny Confessors and the |
ongoing opexotvion of the 5311:::331.33
When Decius was killed in 251, his immedioate successor
t0 the throne was Galluse. The relipgn of Gellus was shors
(251-253), but during thesc two yeers he continued +the
persccution edict of Deciue although his lack of zZeal and

nthusicsn for maintaining it greatly hindered its effectlve-

lieCHe

In 253 Gallus woe defeated ond murdered by Aemilianus
wvho had put dovn the advance of the Goths in the lorih.

Aemilipmus assuned the purple, but hig reign lasted less

32Guwaticin, - one €ites; DDe 255-256.
33uchecne, op. oit., pp. 269-270. : |
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than four nonths. He in turn was defeated and killed by
Valcriaw.Eg
Yolerien reigned until 260, His reign brings to a
close the iLcrminus ad guem of this paper. A&t firgct Valerizn
wos peescefully disposed to the Christiens but soon resumed

the principles in the edict of Ieclus. The peace which
5

i

the church enjoyed is described by Dionysius of Alexandria.
It lasted from 254 to 257.

In his real relstlon (0 the Christiens, Valorian

ds us of Severus and Diccletlien. If he had no
aympathy with Christians zs suech, he was williang to
be on tho most friendly termo with individuals. He ?
beson with the recall of Tucius and the exiles.
Before long his house was full of Cihuristions who
vere saﬁginély treated that they called it o house

o M J
0.‘. uO-‘.?..

Dionysiuo of Alexondris in Busebius' Ecclesiasgtical History

2ttributon the change in Valerion's aivtitude to "the

teachor and ruler of the synagogue of the Megi fron Egypt,"37
& certaein lMeoerizn, Thig lMogerian was & gstaunch pagan and
e bitter foe of +the Church. The conditions in the empire
nede Valexizn o geood listener to Thoe charges of lfzacrlan,

The frontiers were cssailed on all sicdes; the Franks,

the Alomons, and other pilleging tribes from Gormany
crogsed the Rhine aad the Denube. The Goths, dwellers

34Gibh°ﬂ. ODe. cito. DB 219—223.

35zusebius, Book VII. 5, op. cites De 294

36 gati-in, op. olb., p. 266. Eusebius has this informa-
tion in Book VII, 10 of his Church History, ops cit.,
Pie 256=~299. 0 o

37Euaebius, (¢}

o Citey Pe 208,
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by the Hoxth Hea, become pirctes, herried the gce-
board, reveged isia Minor, ond even showed them-
selves in the Aegean. On the east of the cmpire,
the Porsiasns toolk possessiocn of Armenia and leso-
potamic. Bven the +tribes of the Sahore attacked
the oulponts of NMumidlie. Valerian, good but wealk,
80 for loot his head ca 0 yield to fanactical
counsels and rengw Decien's futile perseculion of
the Christians.”

o i ede aka v

It must have been the old appeal of Celsua, that every

Christion sohould give hiec wvholchearted support to the

copesror and the empire, which caused the chenge of heart
in Velerian. The cherges ageinst the Chrigtians resulted:

in %wo edicts of persecution in 257 znd 258. FKeither
of these was direected cgaingt Christions as individ-
wals o much as azaingt the Christian Church. o

one wos reaulred to apostatizes The first decree
enjoined upon the hiererchical heads of the Church

©o join officiclly in the worghip of the ;ods,
althoush, if thoy co wished, they night continue
their worghip of Christ, md.jzso abandon the collegiate
form of church crzeniszation.”’

Ca i ]

This Tirst e

ict wag published in Augunet of 257. It

f

effceted only the higher clergy ond yesulted in fow

mortyrdons. Those bighops who refused to corry out the

orders of the edict were cxiled from their bishopric.
Stephen of Rome wos bonished, Cyprian of Certhage was
wiled teo Curubis in Africa, end Dionysius of Alexandric

My
wvas exiled to Hephwro in Lilibye. 0

3BDuchosne, ope cit., Ds 273. BSee slso CGuwetlzin, op.
cit., P. 266 and bon, on. cit., ». 22.

392-;‘f.ou1~ett. One it.y P #413. BHee also Duchesne,
ODs Ciliey De 2T7%e

#O01pia, p. 214,
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Valericon scon dlscoverod thot the firot edict did not
do the job of siopping the Church from holding getherings
and extending its influence. Conseguently in 258 he issued
his second edict, which Cyprisn describes in his lettors

1

20 ond 81.% ®his edict imeluded not only the clexgy bub

-

he sentence for

(32

elso laymen in certain secular positions.

- & : 2
thoge who violated the edict was death.™ riyrdons

, -

grew in great numbers as a result.”

The death of the bishop of Carthage is thus described:

Cyprian was summoned fror Surubis ﬁo Corthage by the
new proconsul uwﬁonih- Haximus. B when Galerxrius
found himself too unmell to 1c¢v; Ut;c s he sent for
Cyprian Yo come there. As this did not suit Cyprian's
plans, he hid himgelf. Ilie was guite ready for death,
but ot Certhage smong his people, not at Uticea.

“hen the prceccongul renched Ca axrthage, Cyprian wes
arrested in his owmn home, and brought before hin next
morning (Sept. 14). The trial was snort, for the
offenoe war flagront and avowed: end soon the dying
Galeriusg read the sentence "that Thascius Cyprianus

be bcueauea with the sword." A groat company followed
tc the ploce of exccution, for all men felt that a
great coreer wos eanding. Even the executioner was
overawved and utterly unnerved, and the commanding
centurion hod to,glive the fetol stroke. So fell

o ! 4 df

Cyprien « « » o

41, o] )
Cyprian, gZpigtles 40 fgg, » in inteo=llicene Fathers,
edited by Alcxander Roverits (Buffalo: The dhristiia Lfferar

fure Publishing Company, 1885), V. L04-L08,

ZDuchesne, ODe Ciley Pe 274
“3riaa, op. glte, Do 476

QAGwaxkin. Ope Citep DPe 269-270. OSee also lourett,
Ope cltey, DDs 4—1)-42T.
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In 260 Valerian wes inmprisoned, znd his con Gallienus
assumed the throne mnd ruled until 268. He issued the

firgt edict of toleration in & Resecripi of 261.""5

452 = ; e
(idd, ope. cit., De 478,




CHAPTER IIX
THE LAPSED AND TiE CHURCH
The Hature and the Extent of the Christisn lopsed

Ve would first like %o consider the nature or method
by which & Chrisctian lapsed from the church. In the letters
of Cyprien we find much information on this subjecct. For
this reason we shall congider this topiec in the lighs of
the Doclan persecution.

The long pe

»iod of peace thet the Church experiecnced
from the cnd of the reign of Caracalla to that of Deecius,
with only minor outbreaks, caused the Church to become lax
in ite diseipline and filled with members who were not
otroag in their fzith. This situation Cyprion describes
in sectlion 6 of his treatise Cn the Lavsed:

Zach one was desirous of increasing his estate; and
forgetful of what believers had cither done before

in the +timee of the npostles, or always ought to do,
they, with the insaticble ardour of covetousness,
éevoted themselves to the increase of their proverty.
Anong the pricsts there was no devoutness of religiong
amongz the ministers there was no sound feith: in
their works there was no mereys in their manners there
was no discipline. « « « ot & few bishops who ought
10 Turnich both exhortation and exanple to othors,
deapiging their divine charge, becamo agents in
seculir business, forsook their throne, descrted
thelr people, wandered cbout over foreign proviances,
hunted the moerkete for gainful merchhfﬂise, while
brethren vere starving in the Church. .

3
Cyprian, On the Lapzed te=liicene Fathers, cdited
by Alexender ;aﬁ_rts 'ﬁ"gfﬁI'. The uﬁfistgan 1§tera%ﬁr

Press, 1686), V, 438. Hercefter cited as ANF, V.
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It was no surprisce then thut when the persecution came
nany flocked t¢ the altars to offer incemse to the Homan
cnperor. These scenes mot have truly been & horrible
sight for those who remained firn in their faith.

They indeced did not weit to be apprehended ere they
ascended, or to be interrogoted ere they denicd.
lMany were conquerecd before the battle, prostrated
before the attack. Nor did they even leave it to
be seid for them, that they seemed to sazcerifice o
idols unwillingly. They ren to the morket »nlace of
thelir owvm ecccord; freely they hastened to death, as
if they hed formerly wished it, as if they would
enbrace an oppogﬁunity now given waich they had
alwoays desired.

Hesides those vwho willingly went to the altare to

sacrifice ( oeexificati) thore were also those who cast in-

R

cense on the altar (thurificoti) omd ate of the sacrifices

and drenlk of the libations which were oifered. Sonme
Christians at Lirst stubbornly refused to sacrifice butb
after o period of torture finally consented. There &lso
were a group of lepsed who did not actually saerifice butb
reeceived fron the megistraetes certificates stating that
they had seerificedes These lupsed became knowvn in the
Church oo the libellatici. There were Christions who had
their nome placed on the roll as having sacrificed by
proxy. These were lebeled aa acta feolentes. Later on

vhen these lapsed come back to the Church, the amount of

27pid, p. 439.

3 > =
Henry HMelvill Gwatkin, Barly Church History 1o As J.
313 (London: The Macmillen Company, 1909), 1L, E; .
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penznce which they were required to do was in & large part
dependen on the shove categzories into which they fell.
The number of those wvho received the certificate of

saerifice was very great.é
The Attitude of the Church Towards the Lapsed

Vihen the Decian persecution came, the Church was quite
unprepared for the situation. Ae scon as the first wave
of persecution pessed over the Church, leaving it with so
eny that had lepsed, the guestion that immediately arcse
was whet should be done with those who did lzpse but now
desired o be reinstated in the Church. MFirst it must be
remenbered that Cyprian considered the very act of sacrifice,
0r cven obtaining o certificate of sacrifice, the gcme as
self-excommmication.” By their owm free -sill these peonle
were no longer in the Church, Their criic was truly
horrible:
Returning from the altars of the devil, they draw near
to the holy plece of the Lord, with hands filthy and
reeking with smell, still almost brezthing of the
vlazue~bearing idol-meats; and even with Jaws still

exhaling their crime, and reelking with the fatal cgn—
tact, they intrude on the body of the Lord « « «

“1pid.

20y prien, ;'IEJ.stlo 69, 4. in Zarl I, atin Fatherg, trans-
lated by 5. L. Grcenslade (railadelp The Westninster
Precs, 1956), p. 152.

GCypriml, ODe Citey Do 44l.
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Despite the great sbhorrence vhich the Church had for
the lapsed, CUyprien would not have them forsaken by the
Churche . While in exile from Carthage in the yeor 250, he
wrote to the clergy there wdvieing them on the way in which
th

Q

Church ghould deal with the lapacd.

o o o I think that our brethren must be dealt with;
——thet they who have received certificates from the
narsyra, «nd moy be assisted by their privilege with
God, if they should be geized with ony misforiune
ond peril of sickmeszas, should, without waiting for
ny prescnce, before cuy preabyier who might be pre-
sent « « «» 5y be able to make confession of their sin,
that, with the imposition of hands upon them for
repentonce, they should come to the Lord with the
pecce which the mertyrs have L}esired, by their letters
0 us, to be graonted to then.

‘nd concerming those who are not sick unto death he writes
in the asame epistles
Cherish wolso by your presence the rest of the people
w;m are lansed, and cheer tThem by your consclation,
that they may not fail of the faith and of God'as
norecy. for those shall not be forsaken by the aid
and assistonce of the Lord, who meekly, humbly, and
with true penitence have nersevered in good works; 8
but the divine romedy will be granted to then also.
It was the prectice of the Chureh that confessors and
nartyrs could write letters to the bishop asking that
cortain lapsed be gronted forgiveness and restored to tThe
Churche It is these letters to which Cyprien iz referring
in the ebove guotation from his eleventh epistle, This

proetice was not new, but not until the wholessle desertions

Toyprion, npigtle XII, AUF, V, 293.
81pid. :
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of the Decian perceeubtion was it seriocuply questicned.
The reacon: it wes being misused.
ilomy of those who lapsed and desired readnittunce to

the Church hurriod %o the confeossors in prison and $0% them
to write letters to the bishop aslking him to roinstote them
in the Church. Cyprien seceme willing to do this asg is
indicated in the ohove lottere Bubt the misuse of this
privilege soon bocame flegrent as is indicated by the

following letbter:

1l the confesvora to father Cyprien, greeting. Know
?

that, Lo zll, concerning whom the zccount of whet

thoy hoeve done since the commission of their sin had
boen, in your cstimation, satisfactory, we have
crontod peaces and we have desired that this reascript 9
shouvld be mode kmown by you o the other bishops zlso.

Yo stop this misuse, Cypricn mildly rebuked the confessors,

tnd espeeizlly one Iucius who was the ringleader of this

novenent of wholopale reconciliation.

Por while the Lord hes sald that the nations are to
be baptized in thie name of the Father, and of the
Son, mmd of the lioly Chost, and their past sins are
tc be done away in boptlems this mon (Tweien),
imorant of the precept and of the low, commonds
pecce 40 be gronted and sins to be done asway in the
nome of Pewlusy and he seys that this was commanded
hin by Paulus, as you will cbagerve in the letter
sent by the same Imcion to Colerinus, in which he
very little congldexred that 1t is not nertyrs that
nalze the Gos‘geie but that martyrs ore mede by the
GoSpel o o o '

In the trectisc of Cyprian cntitled On the Lavsed he glvea
his views further on this natter as follows:

Yoyprian, Hpistle XVI, ANP, V, 296.
0uyprion, Bpiotle XHII, ANF, v, 301.
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Let no one cheat himself, let no one deceive himgelf,
The Lord zlone con hove merey. e alone con bestow
pordon for gpins which hove beon committed ageinst
Hingelfs, « « « But if ocny one, by an overhurried
haote, reshly thinks that he cen glve remission of
cing to ell, or darcs to rescind the Lord's precepts,
not cnly does it in no respect advantage the lapsed,
but it does them harm, « « « And does any one think
that, in opposition to the Judge, & man can become
of avall worthy of for the general remission and
pardon of cing, or that he can ghield others before
he himgelf is vindicated? The martyrs order some-
thing to be done; but only if this thing be jJust and
lawful, if it can be done withiﬁt oppoging the Loxrd
Hinself by God's prieste « « »

This problem of the cttitude of the Church toward the

loposed will be diccussed further in the last two chapiers

of thig poper and in the secitlion following, where the

L&

cchioms which resulted in the Church due to the lapsed are

considered.

The Schisms in the Church Caused by the Lapsed

In considering thic point we shall ggain limid our
liccussion o the schisms which occcurred during the epis-—
copate of Cyprien., It might be thought that llontanism
should gclso be inecluded here sinee it had such & great
influence on Pertullian. This influence cannot be disputed,
but the foct nevertheless remaing that lontenism arose in
the latter part of the second century, which is before
the teorminus o guo of this paper. Furthermore, the direet
couge of Montanism connot be attributed to the lapged in

the persecutions. The schisns therefore considered in

110yprian,.gg the Laopsed, ANF, V, Lh2.




