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cution ., i n o ... t.1or ·i;o c.1etcl .:it.i_g ~-,hcthcr · hose Chr _c;tic.u uho 

o up o~ o~~-~w:1, ,flic h l t!.t er .. ovolo1>od :in t e ~ome."l uct.~O-i<J 

!l!lt.U.'"C. l • C ..rii ••. :'iiOd il"i t he cJounoil o:r Tront, ~"' its bc~i:rUWluO 

.. o t ho •;:,"J. .. ._ t::n:.; o:r 

orJ.,:; i n t •. c dcvc:'.oi,1 o· t of t,1esc concepts i n tho ::orth ,~l•icc 

contt!:lnod ·In t.huptoi.. II• In Cho.pt·or III WO 1001: at tho 

l upoocl to :::,oo t he ".1~1 i n uhich tho:r 1 c.poe 1, t. c 0:-cto. t of 

lap::10 i ~'l t· o Churc l , tho u·tti tudo ,1llioh ·1::10 o:.urch l!ad over 

o.:ai11ot t .. 1.eu •nu .,_in lly tl1e :JC.!ions i u if o 01•urch vh:!.oh 
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·.-,c:ro c n ·occ.1 by- tho 1 tpoa • • I n O!l:op·tei" 1.V ue talcc ::.. lool 

· :ii t he 1.-i'o t'.l'ld t11.ot!.sl,1.·~ or both ~ortuJ.li~, an.. t.,;ypri ".?l in 

order "i;o ,pl u.cc t era in histo:r:•:i.ca:L perapoctivc . I . ·cho 

1-10: t ·~ two 011~1:,-i;cr3 , · tmd VI , ,;:Q l oot:: a t the concepto of 

oi: ~~ez-tulli ~.!l r nr.l ~:i 1ri ~ 1 ... .:.'l ch urc h .hiotorico '.'lltic ... Q.oC:!:li 

i n uo·tc.iJ. Hi·~h 1; :!.:lo ::,,"'r::.o.• • (jev~ru.1. r oco@liaev. bioci"aphies 

on •. 10 ii,·10 o~'):--ly c v.rc:maon wo1"e t-~1~o t.100'1 . ,\t tl:.e • cai ~miu 

of cc.c ch .... p···cr c moro detr?.iled i•efcrcnce to courcc ~ .. ,:tcrial-



.:.Ii .H:t..,~o .• ICJa. P~ ' !J !VJ?.L r ., o .. ~ Ttm _·r:::es;.;ou~to_rs .. 1c·£ ocotm ... :.a; 

!3 .... r .: •,t·..ir T!J!.: i,I'll''J O:S1 '!D .. PU! I .Al ·•i:n RI . •. 

·v..ri.1fj t·lc :rir ... "Ii t1.•ro cen t ur i eo 0£ t he Cln•iotiCJ1 01•c. t 1c 

C!ln .. :.ts •i.i~ ~-tlZ'Ch had hoo11 sub ·· ec·i::ed. to mm~y :. ei'::;ecu·;;iou:-J. 

':2hes · :9cr~ocu·i;:i.ono hc.d U.SUD-lly bCCl'l i11i i:i~ .. tecl by ~Of.le."'l 

c poi' ors . .revcl"tholoos they had ol.l. b oei. litli te " ·t o s ·>ooii"ic 

t:J.' Ol-..:.J. :?o:- tho ?:I.Oct p._u;;•t ·th ey wol•o 1.u1orl'l"a.11izc • ood diroc·tccl 

·• .. ; :l11a·, lu•::.a·ti \oto-lS i l"' ~enc .. C'-1.. It ,.,oo u suo.J.ly up to t·1e 

loc""l provi ?1ci o.l ~ovorn.oi.· to e ... :rorco "lih e po1"3ccution in. hi& 

· rcr!.. '.!he ocli ct of :-ieptimiuc Coveru.s in 202 cho... ,cd t h e 

pic' u:ro r ~diea.lly. 

aJo,,on ~s .... oceodocl t o tha :1o.m::n-i purple i n -~ c yeo.r 193 

c.nd :rul oc.1 tmiiil. • • s doe:'.;. i n 211. t.t :Ci ... at he : 3-., well dic

r,oecd ·i;o tho (Jb ..... is•iii:.1."'l reli" :io::.:1 buii political. cvonts :J00.1 

ca t:ct_l o. chCll~e i nio thi.'lki ~ - Followi.""'tJ tho docth ot 

Conmoduo , t!1e i I:ltlotlio.te p:z:-odooassor o:£ Severuo I t : e _o.llml. 

, ""lpi _ o c ame Ui'>Ott b~d dcyo. . .lroody m;•i.'lll.0 his rci{91 i11toi"lt~u 

ui c.,_ 2p·tio11 end oc.rbci"ic 1nvw:,1on ber;an to t eer the ompire 

epa..~. ~hio di:aru.ptio_1 and um.9est noeded ~ oco._ cso2t. ~he 

lot foll t o the O:u.•i$timio. 

A :::00011<1 ouuoe of tho ocliot of Sovorus tto.s t l1e :!.norcmo

inG n\lmbcr o:f Cllriotia?la. Ju. though their ·total nunbor ::mat 

lluve boon .a OJ:1cll po1"c0nta.~e of' the entir e popu1o.tion, the 

ubiquity ~d zeal of the -hriatians must h~ve ".do their 
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numbcr 3cam conci uor ~bl y ~or e. Tortullie.n r ef ero to t~e 

Dey :?.£·,er U=''[I' , i nclecv , •0;_1 cro-:..n ove1.. t !le : · _0 1"cm1i n.5 
n· 1 .ba:: of tho Chri s tie.ru;: . :t"our conot w-1t Cl·y io, t hut 
t .c ote ... ·c;c is bono·c ( by ue::) ; •i;hu.·t C!lri s tic.no ~ o i n 
yoitr i'icl(ls , i 11 yow.~ own_m , i ll your icla..)ldD . _Q\1 
Gl ... io,rc over i ii a.o u. o .. tlcu:U;y, t hat oc,.o:-=. c ox , ovory, 

. . . , i i " u.~o-- 1n onoi' ·li, e,rcry rorut-- 3 pc.as n over f oc you 
·i;o u~; yet you. ·t .. o l10t oven a.:f'tc:r· t h i :: net your n i :!u.o 
v..:r,o 1 ?oi'J.ec·ii~.nc w_ oti1.c:t" t here be n o•;:; l:Lcz-o c:0110 1.a t cu-~ 
·o-oo. . ( ::;: :i)-

~n '>02 ~ OV CZ"t.tS :iO'::l'l! Od en edict 0 :.tn. -:·;hiC-1 'under h C:vJ 

.Jen 1l•i;iao h e ~01•b;."'.do p co:plc t o bec ome c.:. • isti&:1e:: . 1 i:
2 thic 

- ot-.r oe.ic··· ur:.s :!.:::ui3i.t.ecl r-;poc :J.f y i ?1 ~= 
·chc dif f o::."'o r ii clt:.oseo of m1rictie.n.s ·i.o bo prooec1.1.tocl, 
:incl do·lio.rminii:1~ ·i.11e ,-,hole p:roc~dure, inc1udi.!tlg 1>olice 
~·or.,1.'!.l ~·i;:!.ono , peu~l ties; en d co!'li':iecl.'.·G:loi1s . -~ho c.r,pli
c:::idcn o-J: these edicts wc.s 11ot J.of't to -~ho discretion 
o.r :in tli v .ic:.u al c.;,Ovor·1ora; they were bov.lld to t a.1:a eotioa, 
r_,d ·i:o ;:'o:!.lo·.1 out J:':roo poi: ·t t o poin·\i, ·iillo pl cn of 
1."ep:;,•oaa:.to1'1 l:;tlu d m·m :y t h e oi'£ioi ··,J.o or -;,;~1e !r.ipei'"i -~ 
noc..:•ct ··,d ~.-l;. :) 

The ch~act ori stics of t he . porsecution under Soveruo 
~o t huo · ppm. .. ent. 1i1"Gt , it \-l" C t he ... i :rst o:Cficial 
percccv.tion by edict I a foreta::rte o:r t hooe th:::.t wore 
to Zo1l ow w1dcr . eciuc, Vol.erion, and L'"l oclcti~"'l. 
Second1y , .riiilc eclict Gd.mod excluo:!.vo1y a.t converts; 

-1Tcl"tull.ic11, ._cl ;::atio:nes, in ! nte- rlioone !i'c.thci·s, cd~:'.;od 
by .:~le:,e.r..dor ·tobcrli {liu?'l'ELO, Tew ':lor!:: The chr:!~-Si"::..l 
Li t o1 .. e·c1,1re !:iu b1ir:;hia"1C Oom1h,~ Y, 1005) , III, 109 • 

2n. J. !:i dd, -'• Hio"'&:Ol~ o:r ·i;llo ChurOil to I • D. t:-61 
( 0:t:Cord: 01:1rcnuon-I' .. ocs, -9~)-;-?', 347. -

3Louio Duoh om10, _;ar11 I!~ot~ry o~ tJao v!n•i;,-l~4Q Ol~c~ 
(Lon :J.011: ::iurrcy, 193:;), I, 2e • -



Ol'l ~l only- i n their c ..,o. 2·evcrcet.l t he rer;'Ul •.• :i:ion of lL 
T1~.::. j ~"l t hat C:hris t:ltmo 11 0.re not to be 3ought out. 11 • 

I t •.10 3 t !l.ir; O(U.c ·:: wllic 1 re.anl tecl. i n t h e Z::u:aoue .:.:.i'" ,.yr~omo 

oi' l'ei .. ve '.~u .. , '1eli c i·ii!.:.c , . a t u1.""t ... c , e.ra t ucii .. oon,pnnion~ , cll. 

. 
t ho t~r·t:;r1~do1u ::,loo of' Leouiclos , ·i:;lle i'r.~tllor of Cri gen, ~-,:no 

t · 
.,,un bcl.!CE"l.do l cm ~ ):.'OSUl t 0- ·the C 'ic ·t •:;, 

.. :.l·i;.1ou :3!1 th,-, into~si ty of t ho 1>cr3ecution '.:t:~s t':°'!.ttrpest 

i n .,:; ,-ypt .. 1 no:eth /,.f'ri oo., t ho ef _octs eee:m to ht.~ve 'be e11 

n o .,.li~;i b1c. ;.0·1he1""e cl o -;•re l"fHJ.d of wh oloocle d c a o1'"tion3 £roe 

•i.!10 O, .i.' r el' cw occin:red f if·:;y years 1 .. tor cltu .. in , t he !Jecian 

1>02.·cocu · io11 . '''hat cleoe::etio·1s occ112,rec i& c e~--t e:Lnly t ru.e, 

f \;r t l i e ·rc.o ()?10 0 .1.. t he i ~fJUC:?S ·.-1hich PCl"'GUC.ded Tertullian 

·t lc ... ve -;~!lo cimrcll c.:!":d booomo a. ~-lonta.ni:Jt. \ih o.t botl'.\ered 

~or·~ulli ru. cvoi: nol'C ,-,uca ·the~ J.e.::.--e;e n umber of Chl."istie.ne ,-;ho 

f l ed i n t hll f a.co o:r persecution. lie cond:Jmns ·i;his practice 

by· i ,'%':i. tine: 

··reJ.l, ·~lien, ii' it is eviclont from uho:a pers ecution 
Pl"oceods, ·,:ra t~ e e.blo -=-t 011ce to seticfy your cloub~t.a, 
a:ilu to dccido £rom these introductor~ rem~.rks alone, 
·li!u.1:I; men sb.011:ld :a'lot n ee i n it. For i:£ persecution 
pz-oceed.s fro Go , i !'?. no i.-,.~y ·will 1 t be our duty to 
.t·1c c £z-om ,.,ho:t God m~ ~a i ta ~uthor; e. t wo!"olu '- ca.son 
Oi?!)Ocing: .for ~.-1ho.t proceecla f1•ot1 70d our;ht not on the 
one h~d to be avoidod, and it ca:.."l:not be evaded on the 
othGr." 

lr-rridd , OJ>. .£ll•, P • 34"/ • 

5I!usebiu:::, 1 Church F..ioto~ in !iioene and l ost-!.iic~o 
,LatherEl, edited \ii :C-llillp ~c?-:-rf (lT01".:1 York":"cl'hariec bor..bner' o 
~one, 1925), I, 269. 

6Tertullien, ~o Fµge in Fersocut~one, in Jinte-!ticene 
h,at hera, odi tod by iloxond~r !-iob~r-Es (~#fal.o, l !ow York: Tho 
Ohl'isticn Li toro.tm•e !>ublish;l.n~ (Jo >~, J.085 J , IV, J.13 • 
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~hio re• ooninc di d no·i; baco1'Jo t he .:..ccepted pr'-ct:ice in thg 

church , i,u·, i·c; la:ia~r c ... u.ocd mtt.ch t~oublo i n "iihe l i f o o.r 

!a 10 -·c:tei, o:i.~ ~e·vci-us W"C a t urni ng point i n tho hiotor y 

of tho Ro1 · 

s e,"<::J.'"US i"Ul.od t h o eulpire \'Ji t n. r..n iron hen<.1 . _ e h ""u 

ucoc'i ci.1.1.oiov.o m ·thods :l n n;c.u ni ng t ho throne end 0O1.tinued 

t h .. t\tl·~:ll hie dea th. j)urill6 hj_::J :-ci GU t h e :tor·tt.UlOS oi' 

t he cm:; il'"f: wore . •cv:! veu . 3ev e1'"P.G wo.s on Ai'rican by birtu. 

... ~wcoo l i n~ c pcz-orc to f ollow in hia fjtop:;; . 1 ftei-- lli::, 

t" · -'~h i n 213. u:'tli:il ·ti'le a c c osai on of Diocletian i n 2~4 

!l.'1l ey ero k .. 710W'll. ::..s tt t he Dm.•r .... ck -room .E!".l1,cro.:.:-c 11
; they 

r e:.1 . .:,-nc · , o an av Grc..:i e, a li tlo over ti.u-oc yc:;;.rc 
e a.e ll; uz d cl.1, s:.ive ·i;lu .. ce--Dccius, 2~-9-:.,l., Val~ri.t"'.ll, 
2?i,:-60 , ~- u IJl aud.ius, 268-70-- 11iod. v.iol.e1rt o::?.tl10 
ci t!.er e. · t h o l1u.ndu. of e. ratttinous EiO.lc.tie~.v 0 1• by the 
or .. toi·c of. .... ~-uccecs1'ul. rival.. '7 

Gi bbon scys thut: 

The oon ·ttJ!ll..,>01•:n--ieG of -,cve1:.""U2, in the enjoymo11t o~ 
tho J!e::.c e a.'l'lcl Glory of hin rei(;ll, £0rs r1.ve tho cruol
tiea by whioll it bad bec11 inti•oduced. .J?octority, 
\'tho e~mr.:rioncocl ·c; 1c f'atcl of'£ects of hio mo.."'Cimo 021d 
o~c.tnpl.e, j'lUJtly conaido1--ed him as the principal. o.uthor 
of Jiihe doclino or the oma..~ empire.B 

7K1dd, 9.2• oit., P• 338. 

a .. :hJ:\.·Turd Gibbon, Tho :"Jccline anq l!,c 11 of tho •~omen 
!Jnpire (l.ew 't0111k: 5:ho '"'='.'adorn tl1:i'r&"'J ,• n;d;r, r,-lio. 
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Duri ne the rci(-y1 or ~overu.a much o~ tho ro11~1ouc syn

Cl~etism o:f ·tho contury ,·10.,, introcluced. Tll.i:3 cemo about 

mainly ·i;hrou&-,"1 hi u •.-;ife , Jul:L.tl .00:mne, ,-,ho •.-1 a ·i;ho d~ug:1tor 

of t ho h i eh prioct Baosi e..~ua of -.coa i n Syria. Sho; 

;.-;~o r.~ ·wom· n 0£ o ·ront,;; wilJ., C;1·1.r.1 o:f :rct11ar!:.:..ble i!1tel
lic cnco t .. 1 c l ti ,,,~.-'c:i.on . t.e Cl'!ll'>l."Cae, ehc uo.3 coon 
su.:-r ou.:idecl by e.:1.1 'th::.1·(; war; --1oot intellec~u.aJ. i o the 
cr;1p:lrc . .r.:I; ·i:; •• ~ ·i; lii.r.io , cul.•i:iivc:i.od :io11 hc.d. c o2aed. to 
:ridicule -~he godc. They were beco::1i ng religious. 
!hiloeopltico,.1 . ysticism had not, a.~ yet, 02tproooc ': 
i ·t s el.:"' i?! the fo2. .. mul a r~ of the noo-Fl a.tonic syste!'l; 
bu·i:; ·t.0~1:·c ··tt!o , cl.mos"'.; e,;ery\·1hcre, o tendency i:o tr::-...91G
form the .fm.·theon i?1:to a lti.era.rchy, co v.c to 1•ec011c:llc 
it in zomo r.loarec wi th a concepti ot1 c£ Divine Unit y ; 
i n moi·~ui t y , ·this oci1ool encouree;ed 2yth~ oreli.'.lt 
... s c c ticic,11. 9 

vory strcu~o p•:.r9.dox dcvelopcc, for: 

~h court , ~o~lec t i nz t he relia ious zyncretis, or t he 
&r;o , i ncl i nccl t ,-10.rds Chriati.::.n:L t:,, &FJ one • .:non,i 
oth.cz· typos oi' m.o:ral o:t• .n1onotl1.Giotic ,-,-o~ahip. Julie.. 
J Onut . , f'or ino-",a ne e , • • • ,-,..i.::: woll a.cquaintecl with 
~hrio--,i~ i·ty "'_;iu•oucr11 Christi~.n:, i n the illperi3t0 h0UDC~l0l , d ·., ;-; \·1ell IJ.i&pooee to ·:ards t heI11. 

T uo .,.,o llc,.,-o .Jcvel:.-uo !)111:>licly · poraocutins Ohri:>ti:mc 2;1d 

.:;>r::.va:t ly prc--,oc·,inc:; them i n J!ii3 cour·t. 

· Ill.on ovo::-us diod in 211, his son Coroaal.1a suaaocded 

to tho .;iu·one "' :>d ruled U..'ltil. :..17. During bin reiJD the 

eh-urch su:r:t s-rod m:cor perseo,uti.ons doo:91 to the continued 

influence o~ his mother in politicsl. e.ffairs. The 

..-.i e• :E 1111W • 

9Du.ch e.c21e, Oll11 .P.i,!. t PP• 261-262. 

l.O-~idu, Ol'J 11 gi·t., P• 3~0• 
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pers<?cutio:ns which beearl u.nclor · evorus 1 e:;rc.due.lly died out, 

fo1" h o ollowod no !lOs.,aili.:.:;y ·to\':s.rds ".:he Chrin-'.;ians •11 •Jui te 

to tllc cont;r.:a.ry he 11:.-.ppe,n"o "i:o hu.va rooeivod from hie 

d.: ... ie·i;ion nu:::Eo ar.. in ... tinctivr} i-e {,;ard f"or the i'ollowc2;"c o.f 

Ob.ris·i; • 112 

O."'ainst the c pero • uud :f'i!1aJ.ly held him .... ssa.ssinated end 

llim::iel:f' :. oaumo :t the throne. Soon after this Julie. Domna 

took her o~m l iZo z."e.thci'" ·tllau be r1.1led by 11.er son• o 

mtl:!" crer. T !i s b.owev:er w1; s not the encl of' the ·averiWl 

~c- ~urn.o · c.s · Juli a Noes . • :'he .:.1.~d two tla-w •. ;..'1.tar3 , ono of 

\·fl.Cir.:!. a e c l t>i P?od ha :I. borne a ns.tura.l oon to the deceo.stid 

e:Jt:p~:,.-o .. , Oar, !!.:c.l.l.... l.;tis boy •.-:ao now a youth of thirtee11 

a;"'l.tl tho l1i •h pri est of ~cse. i1uerinus was depoocd by ·c:h e 

on the t hrone. Ii'.e ·sGumod. ·the ::a&te o:r the ~ ui1 vod of 

Bmo0;a, · l a.r ... baluD, 

\"1hom he ·i;rans11oz·tetl to RC::J!le , · d oc1rti nued ···o \'lorallip 
t•Ti-'.;h 1'~·1.:.tics.l d.evotion. - Liir.o !lie _,1 .. cc-li-o.1.U'1t ..... cunu, 
the now empcro:r u~c e. s; ncretist , bu•i: 1f'tor c. i"ash:Lon 
of his o ... m . Ol ympus z:1ust centre ·round his e;od, ::ncl 
his firs·, step wa.o ·to 'l:!ari--y that deity to the ceJ.eeticl. 
Juno or Carthc,eo. B~, ll~ving emiGJ.•c.itod to the ·.·,cot, 
,,a:.i reuni totl. to " storoth,. c..'.lld {:..-rooted ,ti •;;h tho 
eccuato ed yrit.11 rites, in al.l their depravity mid 

11Forito.nd ,;.<,ourret, ~ ;Iictori,{ of -fll~q O~t.;10:tic O 1t1rch, 
translated by- .;z.ov. :;e\-ttoii Tho .1pso?J"'1'St. ou!e, !~o.: .r.Iora'.or 
l3ool: Comr>:l..'lY, 19'-~G), I, 321. 

12Ibid. 
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antl z:-ensy. ~.he empei"or hira1se1:t presided over this 
roli{Ei ous 01'lf'J, 0.11:.l ·tllore doliGh,tof-:-to abase ell that 
:::.·emc.incd or "'.;he o1d !?oma.n dig?1i·ty. :J 

Hio ul tir.11;;:l:e fiO~ wo.o to oa·t;ablish a •torohip t·rhich would 

unite ::-..11 f orms of r eligi on, includi~ t he Christi~ i. IIi s 

:t"Oi(tl'l l.c.sted un til 222 and ,-,o.s , p e1"iOd o:r unint errupted 

peuco :tor t he Cllrir:·tian Church . 

I n 221 EJ.asabalua wa.i: persuaded by J ulia .iocsa to 

ndop·i; hie cou.sin Al e:m:-.nder rm<l i nvem·t him •,·ii t h the ti tlc 

o.:r Caesar. /;.le::i:o.: de.:. 00011. b ec ame popu.1ar with the crmy end 

t he emperor e~uru.ly es much despised. Z-utiny broke out ill 

t;l e .. y f'ollm·rod by 1.1evere rccriminat.:o:i~J Ol1. t he part o:Z 

.-;1e. uool.u s , :, u enc.led i 1!. .. ,he Preto1.'"i&"1. 6U,!!.rd a2saecring 

t.lle eiaperor auc.l ·1;11 ... owi11.g his body in thQ Tiber.14· 

Upon hi .. , dea th 1"l e'"5abw.ua :10.a oucceoded in 222 by hie 

cou~in Llez ander ~evcr-~s , ~n10 reigned until 235 • 

.fuc:ce.nder wa.s as u,,"l.-ltomsn ca B1ar.;0 belu.s. Ui e reign 

1.ma also 3,1arli:ed by ,_ period 0£ peace in tho Chu::."cil. Li~•e 

h ie p1"eclec eosor1 lu e:::o.n 1or wa.s eclectic i n t1a.tto1•e of 

lio set up ·i; 1e at,it uo of our Lord i.11. his private chapel, 
side by s i cl c -.-,1th f i gures of J'Lpoll.O11iuo, :br~1,:n, ond 
Orpheus . Jie· wri.o ruled by Julia. Ii ~maea, his mother, 
tho niece 0£ Julie Domna mid the natr onesa of Origo~. 
Ho acjudced o. piece of disp1.1ted l C:11d ecrooo t he ~iber 
·i;o t h e Chri.stio.ns ro.ther tho.n to c. guild o~ cooka: 
for ''it ,-,ere be·tter, 11 ho otdd, nthc.t :J.n some f'ar.Jtlon 

13nucuesne, .!m• .£!1., P• 265. 
1''"The cccount o:r the reier. o~ Ele:;nbel.us is •·i ven in 

Gibbon, -Sm• cit., »P• 124-131. 



o:r.• other God ehoi1l. be worahipped there thw·1 tlw.t it 
s hould bo iven ovei" iR cool:::s. 11 ~-.nd 0 he su.r:rered the 
Cllricti o.ns t o e?.:lct. 11 :> 

Ir1 235 uo oee t h e oeed o~ Sept1miua Oevorua• policie0 

I-7e:.:i mi n ·&h e ~lu•ecie.n. Dlll"ing h is sl ort reiun 0£ throe 

:-,em·s -'i; _e l ona period of ~eo.ce i 11 t he Cllu:.:·ch w· a b::-01:on 

by an of£icieJ. persecution. 

ma.ry of this pc:cecution: 

Tho 1.01n .n empero1"', .\lexondcr, h "':,,"in~ i'inisl?.od his 
i~oi ~n i?1. t lli&"'t 01'! years , was s1.1cceeded by i :a::d.!!.'1...:1.nUG 
C ... eaor. 011 account oi' h i:; ht.trod toward the houso
hol ci o:t .. U r.x :l.Tldo:i•, >1llic.1 contained many beliove~1j, 
h e bcc;an o. pe!'"socution, oommt!.!'ldir...g t!w:'i; only the 
r ~l e1""r.J o.r t h e oh1.u:•c ... ee ohculd be ,,u·t to deo.t.;1, aa 
reoponsiblo for the Gospel to ... ching. T.hcz•oupon 

1 .. i ,.,o com::,oso: h i e work On d,~tyrdom., nnd dodicr:.tea 
i ... ,.; -~o hmbroce and. Pz•otocte-Eus, a p:'l:"cabyter or ".:he 
:. l i::,h of C~ec .. :roo., beco.uoe :!.n ·the ·poroecut::.on tlle_ e 
hnd cot1e t1pon t h em both unusuaJ. 'he.rc1cb.:!.ps, in w!:lich 
:i. t i .; 1:·e:,or·iic t..i"' t thoy 1;ero eminent in C0l"1~essioi1 
,.h.u •i~'l8 tho rei r;n of Ilaximinus, which l es-',.;ccl but three 
yom."'o . Oi ... i ,.::;en &C O 110"iied tllia as i;he .. cine of ·the 
pel. .. ocoution in ·th e t\·1e11ty-second book ot',lf-G Co!.lD.en
t uri s on Jolm, ~"'ld. i n oc·ver~ cpia·'·lea.-

:1.11 othc1."c tlilc1 , t tnd in ,nan· places there \-t:ls no pcrsecutior.. 

a t all; oom!)are . •.ti th o·thar porsocu tions, it cJ.rd r,•~d but 

i'e\•; victims. 1117 

The cruel·tics e.n co1'lduo·t of rimd.min s onez.•atod much 

popular w.u"es t end Ila.trod amone tl::.o people. In t ho province 

l5Xidd, .211• .211•, P• 351. 
16Eueebiua, .2Jl.• cit., P• 27t;.. 
17Mourret, .2:2• 01i,. P• 358. 
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.. .... 
lkilV t·lc.:ti?,'lin b:ro::o bt.'tt • Tho 

~ ?'ooono·~il l'i-01 .. :li..? uo •11..\0 >rocl .i1_.Lc<.l oal)e:. .. oz- al.a.nu \rl t-1'1 !.lio 

son of ":.e o:::m.e :ri.c..:"10 . I .. :IAUO 1:lc..•iie1y t l1ey uovcd tlloi_ .. coart 

to 0:.-:.r·c;h.-:.~sc ':th ei•o yp:1: i Dl'l m1.1,s ·i; bevo beer1 li vini.., a. t ".;hio 

tine. 

Oul·· ~o·l to Cl.ti s r i s u.nrol.e .. t:L ~ :cm.st el." t,,i-'i;h u l!l?'SC , ,.,. 
,wco1.m·i; o~l blt, o l1 an ~ ·trca.ot.1.:..'"e• n-"' But tI:o se110.to hc,d c-Al-

i'C: .;l:; ol oc t cd :r::-i:~inu.o encl Dalbinuo •. G 00-eo ·~e i.~01"0 of tho 

or a. zr ·oup o:t eol :i.iero. 20 Go:rdian III nou bccu.me eilpc1 .. 0_•. 

Tllia tllird G·oru.icn was 011.ly iibirtcan , h on ·10 wao 

cc-.:r~i ed b • tho t :!·oops into .. ;;h.oi2, cwn.p out oi do 1:oa o und pro

clained ouporor. ::o 1.··llleu until 24-l:-. Ilia :roi t;n \'las fil.led 

--------·-
18Gibbon,, 01>• ~•, P• 15G. 

l9 m account of the roi !..,i on No..'dmin oen be f'ound in 
U5.:>,10"'. , .2£• oit., PP• lll-7-J.61. 

:.!OGibb011, op. c:I. t., PP• J.6J.-lG~:-. 
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wi t ll. :i.u:iiri(.'u.o, . urd.02.• m1u wn·cot no hia m:!.nistora joc1:-oyed 

to:;.• ::.,oai•ii:tono o~ lo· "'cr0hip D.nd i1uporial oo:nt2.•O1... .Tith 

ouch con..ftudon i n t h e ca:i;Ji·i;ol, the Church '\"t~e lef't unmoJ.osto:2.. 

J -~ J,he '"~go o"':' n i_ o·~eon, i n tho yerJ:r 244, Gordi a. I II 1:,ao 

cot..aci n ·tc 1. l>~; ·t ·Lo ne:-::·i; e .1 lot-or, Pl!il:i:p "'i:ho lu. .. e.bit.m. 

P.ti.li p l,ei {PlOU .frOt'l 21:.i;. to 249 . nusebiue: he.ls C. V Bl--Y 

:.l.n ·tc oo·i:;:i.n COlllM<=n ·l; ·~o a ~o co11coz"Zlin£; t h :i.c enpuror. 

Go:a. .. lli w1tta h cl beon l omo.i:1 eL-iiperot> :roi, si:i:: ye~o ·.;hon 
:.,L.ili;.> , •,;i t h lu.o ::;o '1 >nili1i, !JUCCOC"' ed hi?.1. It io 
x-•epo:f•·coll ·i;_ ... t ho, bei~ c. O.hristimi, de::..i:aed, 011 
the cy or -;:he l o.ct p:-,ocllo.J. vl1·il, t o ahare " it!l t'10 
r-.1ul iii t udc in ·the prcyors or the hurch. bu·i; th3t h o 
\:1~ 0 not 4;0:i=•_ ·i ::·i;od. to on·iior, by --il.'l, who t hen preci · 0 c1 , 
iurtil ► o !.~ me.:. lo 0 011.i'e:::ci on t.nd h~c.1. nl.mlbe:;;,ed lli.moel.f 
t~.1 • .'; t ho:::o r:iho '\"IG:i."C i .. cckoaod o.o trt..l1oe;rec:::iors end 
•.-,i o occi1z,i ,..:d t h o pl· cc o:f: pem:!llce. 1:'or if he !1.o.d not 
c?o.no ·•ni:.; , ho uou..:.l. ne,101" :ac.vc Joen roceivc _ by hil:11 
on acco1.u :ii of tac mu.i'ly crimes ,,hich he ha<! co::md:'i;·God. 
It :...:; -.,c,_u ·~ll~:.·, 110 oboyctl _ .. cat1i1;:-t , om1:tfeoti~ in 

i ~ con act a .:;onu.ine and pioua fear o-£ Gou~ 

d ili.;, 11ot 0.11y i-ei'1•a :lne :t";:--om pe:rsecutin{J t he ~hristi0!1C1 

bu t t ho e i doncc :.;eo • o t o i 11dice.te ·that he ,-,ao :rc.vo:rabl.3 

u.is;ooea. i;O t l e C:J. 'l.:r c h . 

ile !.1crkod his reign by s overal. hwn.e.ne moo.:;ures. l:.e 
..,.bolic"1ca ·t_ e t pu.blio:i. ty of vice whic!. :ilc.d lO?l.G 't.> on 
t he t::ounclal. of t;he pazan uor1d . In 2'?-8 , o t tilo 
millc.1i 131 o:r t_o £'ounlli:i1c of Ro1'lo, ih1 ~"antoci a. 
Generol &Uleoty, which per.n ttgi tho 1"at1.,trn of 
e~i~cd or do~ortou c1u.,1otie.no.-

The same ,11 .. i ·ter co;1tinuoe by ceyin~ tllt,.!.t: 

! n i to ou·tword 01".<;auiz,,..tion, i t::J geooraphicol. CJtllF.n
sion, i tc ponctr,'!.tion into society, ond the dovolop
aont of eoc1ooiuctico.J. ccicnce, tho Church m:._?.dc 

21.L'Use biua 1 .2!!.• c:!. t. , 1," 278 • 
22nourro·~, .23?• cit. , p. 3G4. 
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11oto.· le llI'O«-"O~o in tho re:!.,:;zi of r1mpero:i:. .. Philip. 2:i 

The f i ve yc::a.· :t"oi ~ o:t I'h iJ.ip C£W.e to a t 1 .. ac;ic end in 

2.t:-9 . 'lo ell i :.1 ix.i:l.·i;lo UC;;"'iuo·i; -;;110 :1:i:1,.,w thut !1t..'.d ~cvol·;;;ed 

c.~ ... :tn:-,t h im. o.ncl h "'ll mado ~ ociua ·tho no,.-, Gr-?llel"or . 

:i~he rci(;il o:1.' ociu.ri l c.~ted i'or on l y -uhrao yot:.1.2"0 , ~:'::."om 

21i·9- 2!;11> bu·i. t 10 - om.1..1·::o ,•,h:lch 'lio roio 1 :a.ad. on -'.;he 

T " - 1i edict 

t he ::t,C'!-1!!:a o.f ·l;! 1c Cll.tu."ch ... d .;;ave rise to -~ho i mportcnt 

c011.,c: ovcr cdos uc1 development~ in Cl1r:J.stian doctr:i:1:10 uhiall 

.!lcc::.uc w .. ,.e a :ru,•iii ,,-o o~ : amlonia, nortl!.woat of fhrcoe. 

fLo - Ot!'"'Oll :i':o:r. the i cmitin-..; of his frunou.s edict is no-'.; cl.ea.. ... . 

I ·i; ·:1 1.r.: pro· c~b1y his g1"avo coucem over t he moru.J. onJ cul

t ur~ bro :dCi\m of no:m. .11 society which bcc2c.r1 , ri th tho 

Un:!.i..::e t he ~~croiii &n !>-ersecution, tha t U.'lder :.looius 
we.a no·i; tho uor.,. o:r & despot• s oc:pi"ioe: :!.-'c: wc.s t he 
resv.J.t o.f a stri ctl y coneervativo ..u-1d p2 :::..11 reaction 
~ -un:::ri: tl,e .i'o.vorc gr::mte t l'!o Chri stit.~s tmdor 

1 -pe:r·o:. t>hili 1, , c. joa.lous rivaJ.~,y a:;;~not t l1e social 
o·<iatt1z o.cqui:rod oy Chrioti.mn. ty uuri.i."1.{; ;;he £1:."ot p .rt 
of the t lira cen"i;m .. y . Deciuo 't:!t:~a mercl .,. t l e i?:ot1"U.-
1:1en·c o_ t llc.t ro:..c ·~.:.on c.nd rivo.lry-en in2trtL.--:iont 
wonder.'.i"ti.lly !1.Cl('.pteu. to -'i;he t a.al: le.id 'Ltj On hin by the 
.r.-.ct:ton ,,hiei! .i'ut him on t ho t m""'ne. $!!10 pa._;cn 
wri te:■s prsioe :Li~ so e. mcm of S-toic ree;ul !ri ty of 
li:to, lJut ·1;110 1- ictil 10 dcn0iu1co l·ri ii' ~o 1101 ::.ccuracd 
\d.ld bec.ot" 2a_r 1 io woi'k o~ cc.J.cu1at ine; uicl raot hoclic~ 
destruction. 

~, 
'Ibili, P• ·3G5. 
241:bid, l'- 378. 
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As a meo.n~ of i mp1ementing reform he revived the office of 

censor, enJi;rus tine; it to the senator Va1erian, wh o be02me 
~,5 

emperor i n 253.~ 

He con:miasioned Vclerie.n: 

to ref orm Ql l abuses, whether in tho pc.J.ace, ·the 
oon ate , t he c,over1unen"'li, or else\·1here. -~ cle·:;ormination 
to extirpate t l1e C!,ristie..n relicion was ~ong his 
s ch emes for ,gc21crcl z·e:Corn.; he sm-.~ i n Christi:m.ity a 
po·i;en t solven·t of . omo.n. mrumero a."1.d customs; he 
e:,i:poc t oct to put an 2f!d to it 1:>y ::,evere measures, 
vi boroualy applied . 

T_1e ouict ·w_lich Decius i ssued i s ::.1.0 longer cxtc.:-it but 

i to con·tent::. c n.n, be gathered .fro112 ·the maiiy \•,ri tore ,,.; 1ich 

ro'"cr ·i:;o i t. ·:o do :::now that: 

i·~ provi ded f or 1:w,-,, universal proscription; &..nd left 
uotl1.i ~ ·i:;o local or perso:ie.J. initiative , whethe:- of 
peo~ le or magi strate. It fixed a aate, or e p_ointed 
t cJ:t'Ll , 1'01.· m..J:i110 profession of belief'; and all uho 
by t hio a~::, hau f eiled to deolaro their paamusm were 
to bo tclccn f or Christia.~a and so liable to persecu
tion , not only i n the la.r6e citica such as .,, ome, 
C~ thai;e, ,Uc1mandria, J..ntioch, or jsphosua, but in 
1eazor ·tovms .such ~ 7Mew-os.eaarea, in vil1agos, and 
on pr i va.te ea·ta.teo. 

Tlle chief' charactoristic of thia persecution is that it 

ua::, lldmed ut al.1 Christians and not just the 1ee.dors.28 

Ita objec"'li was not so much to malte mm-tyrs as to m:.!ke 

25Duohe-ono, .2:2• .£it•, P• 267 • 
26Ibicl. 
27Kidd, .2Jl• sll•, P• 431. 
28r ourett, .22• .9i!•, P• 380. 
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~9 o.pootntes ."'" I . .,. " . ,..~ .... ... t.. • th .. 30 ~u weo e:a.,_orcec. .. "G.u.?o~ .. ou-.: c er:1p.:.re. 

In the sprili~ a..~d 8~'2"1Y' s,muner of 251 tho pcrcecution 

bo.;0..11. to c:Laok c:-:·i . The G:-otha ·.-rei"e inva:li11c; rron ·l;.a.e orth, 

and Deciuo had t o ut op ·i;be •·• A bnttle ,-10.::: fot~·i:; in -'.:he 

1ne.rohc o of tho ilOOJ: .. il<.h;scht~. ill l:.'U,(;11Gt of 251 wi-'vh t he - Onw.llS 

stti'fori~ .. disc.2t1'0t1s <lei'ea--ii. In t !ds bc.ttl.e Decius lost 

his lif c. ~ e ChtU"oh ,-,as given a broo:iihi:1g spell. to deter

m:L.~o ite loooo~ ?J.1d to t ~:1:o positive oteps in rcclo.:i.m:i.ng 

·~!loco -.rh o l t--..pso • 

,•fu,,t wc:ro ·the re::n,'l.lte of this perseoution? 

3hor·I; ' a it ;.•1as , his persecuti,on J.ei't clcep ,-,ouuds. 
~Jlle :1:1iwboz· of ,a i)ost~tes and Iiibollatici, t hoiz- eff'orto 
·i;o :ec"',u.rn to tl1c Church, the s•i:irifo betwoe:-:-i Co11tee::ioro 
o.nd J i chopo ~d be·t,·roon the edvccatec of' 11 it;om· and 
or l c.:.·i ·iiy , · 1o·i; to !:lon,•!iio~. the so.:liEnn of t _.e ~igo:::."'icta 
c:.tu : "iiho doc·t:. i nru. quesi:io11 about rebaptisn, .. ,o~etller 
·1::::lil?. the peroonru. r:tvturioo involvoa3,-e.J.:t those t~ll: 
uo e c~ aoriou.o lOf;O.CY to J.;lle Ohuroll. -

nwnlJer of o. oot::.cios. In this: 

-1--.2:!:2. 

It sv.ccoot.lcd uoll. ct i"i:r.•st, as pe.1"seo1.i-t ions usucll.y 
<.lo ,.-t 0.1 t he .,.ovc:;;"n:1-tont h ..... s co::':!'.lon saviso enou.c;h to 
mal:o reC"'"'l'l:t::'c;io~ es.cy. It is f~ harcler to resist 
~t i':b::-ot t h o.:1 ::i.t a 1.c .. .;or ota.3e, ,-,hen em.ch c:.uccessive 
martyr swollc tho gl'O'l.,ing tide of enthusiaSl'.l t•;hich 
oi'ten e i vez no,-, otrength to thoce \'Tho bcea:..1 "-Ti th 
ut·iie1' £e.iluro. .!\t f'irst 21>ostates a.re ma.)Y, onr't:,'"l;·& 
i'cn·r. ·o in the .Decian t>erGeout.ion. It u:.~ skill
fully plc.nned, it tooli: the churches by su:r:·pi'"iao, ~d 
it fou."l.d L'l22JY m1worthy bi""ethl.•cn ,-,hot\ tho l.OllG pe:ilOe 

29i(idd, op.~•• P• 433. 

:;oHenry Iiel.viJ.l G\-1etl:in, j :arJ.~, 
(1Jondon: ecm:i.llGn und Company, 

3J..-'idcl , ou • .£ll•, PP• 435-436. 
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had to pt ed in-'i;o iiho?.!l. s o t h e crowd 0£ r enege.dos was 
par·liicularly z c audc.J.01.1.a . Tllosc were o:r au.VJ.dry oorts, 
.i'or ·,he o.u t ho:l'"i·ties c el'"ed li t ·tl e how a m:m denied 
Cin"itri: , oo ·i;ha.t .r.1e d i d it i n on e i~- or cu1otllor . • • • 
The vir·tual C!postc.tea O.l,lpear to hnvo been much £ower · 
at 1!..lC::(~'.!l<lri:i, t·l'.' 1erc ·lill.o 2.•iot s in Pti.ilip • a tine. had 
wa..""?Def. -"ch e wa.vel .. cr s , ·1;h .. oo a,-'., Cart hage , \·!ho1~e t h e 
oi'.f euclc:t•o ucre in ·i;ho •:;hou:l nda , ~i c; .. ;vc r iae t o 
moi"e -'Ghe.n one SG:-"ious 001ri;1•over cy . 

As the 11crsec.u-tio11 pi"ocoeded, Jit~.ny of the bish.ope i11 

·i;lle l ~.:i:·a ei" ci tios esc~1)e<J. to t l10 count ry wid remained -in 

hi d i11e . 1rhis ".•:ras "'.;:-cue o:r Cypria.'l'l ~-1. c • , ..... i;l~e, of Gi"ej ory 

e·a !-ieo- Ceeo:irea., c:r D:Lonyciua c.t 1.10::.:andri a. and unc.1:oubtec;Uy 

o:f. nc.ny ot her bi iib.ops . FJ.•om t l'!.eir hi u.ing placoc tlloy con

tinued t o covcrn t hei r biahoprics and in no sma.J.1 way 

-~ccoun·i;cd for tho s ·i;ec.uf'a.s"'lil'lec s of ma..'l'J.Y Co11fezsors end t h e 

Onf!Oin.[5 ope:-?c.tion o :f: the Church. 33 

\'ihe11 :Jcc i 1.\a was k ilJ.od i n 251, his imnecli'"'t e successor 

( 251- 253), bu·i; u.urin~ t !lcso t,·ro yer!:l."S he continued the 

r,e1'socution edict of Decius al. thout:h 1lio 1 aol::: 0£ zeo:L and 

e1ith1.1.si o.sm :tor mo.int ai nin8 it ez-eo.tly lw1de:red i•ia:1 e£!'ectivo-

11eco . 

In 253 Galluo wes defeated mid murdered by Aemilianua 

who he.d put down t he e.dvanco of t h e Goths i.?1 tllc l orth • 

.:'~omilianus a ss'W.lled the 111.u:.,.,le, but his 1•eis n l asted les s 



17 

t ha...,, .f'ov.r mo1rtha . He in ·turn was de:f'e.a ted &nc:. killed by 
-l• VaJ.or i an . :, r 

,, vJ.or i ·1. rei1~ed 1.L11til 260. His reign bringc to a 

cl oee t he .:i:,Q.;.,'lE-.,:iJ.UgJ, ,e DJl!L of t h i s paper. At fii·c t Va.ler i an 

l'ro.s pee.c cful.ly <.l i spoaccl to t h e Chris·liio.r.s but soon roauaed 

t he p1•inoi::.1l c o i n the edi c·t of Decius . The p e S\oe which 
- c: 

t he chtll"ch enjoyed is clescrib e d by Dionysiua of ..:U e:candrio. • .::,:, 

I t l ~.e-~cd :t'ror.1 25'!· 'to 257. 

I11. his ronl. i .. cl.r::li:l.0!1 ·to •;; __ e Chri s ·tii2ns, Vo.lori.a.n 
z·c.:i:tnel.a uo o:r i;,CVCrt'1.G end Di ooletic.:'1.. I f' h~ h.o.d no 
syr.:1pat :t.iy with c.nu•icti 2n~ ::as ::such , he ·.,;as willing ·to 
b e on ·!;ho mo::rli fricmdl y t c:t""mo ,-dth individuaJ.s. !Ie 
l>o•rm1 ,'li•i:h ·the recall of Lucius a.~d t he e ~ilos. 
j1ci'o t. 1011 - 11::.s :!ouse was f-...tll of' c ·lTiEr'.;;icns who 
we:. e no-81:.tal y t rea".;ed ·i;ha.t "ahey c::.l.led i t e. house 
or Cod . :, 

ili o_ yoiuc 01· .:·..1eAo.nd:ri a i n Eusel>ius' Ecql,9-e i aatioal Hinton 

!\·i;t_ i butoo ·' he ch.:in:;e i."1. Valerisn' s a ttitude to "".:he 

tee.oho:!' ru.ul. :t .1.10:r. o:r ·cho s ynagoat1.e 0£ the •Iegi i'1·0m ..:.:gypt, u 37 

a ccrt e :i.u I e c1"ien. This ,io.cr i m:i. was u s t aunch p~al.'l and 

a bitt er .foe or t i1e Church . Th e condi t ion3 in t h e empire 

medo Val.cri ui a ~ood lis tener to t ho charGeS of h2Crie!1 . 

The f'ron·iiicr s \'ter e e.ss ai1ed on al.1 :side s ; t h o :h"'Tml.!i:3, 
t he .l.o.nm.ns , a-~d other pi11~ tribe s i'1•om Gormtmy 
Cl.'OCGOCl t he Rhino a..."'id tl1c Do.nube. The Goths, dwel.l.e1·s 

34Gibbon, .2.a• .s?i:!•, PP• 219-22,. 
35:i:ru.sobiuo, 3ook VII. 5, .!m• cit., P• 291¾-. 

' 6G\.,a tkin, .Ql!• cif •, P• 26G. Eusebiuo ll::-.a this informa
tion 1n Book VIr.-10 o hia o· urch ilistor;,y, mt• si1• , 
PP• 29s-299. 

' 7Buoebius, on. s!i•• P• 298. 
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by ·i;ho .roz•tll 8 02., bec o.ao r,i rc.teo , harri ed t h e soc.
bo:art'l, r a.,,-o.ued .:·.sia f•li!lo:r·, c.nd even s· oued t llem
sol•'1'es i n -~h e Ae,..;:oan. On "the east of the oapire, 
·lihc 1e1•s :i.ru s t oo_ p ossess ion 0£ J1.rooz1i e. ;.md "ieso
po•i;mni c.. Ev-011 t h e tr:l,b'.es 0 £ ·the Sahare e-"c;too_t od 
t!te out, oc ts oi· lTur.1i d i t!. Y~1er i 1 , ~ood bu-.: woak, 
oo f e~• l ost his hoed ~a t o yield t o i a..':llaticol. 
cotmoe:tc and r o:gffl l eoie..."l I o fu:tilc p c1.•seo1.,"!.ti or1 of 
t h o Ulu•i c -'cia..t1.D . :J 

I·t mus·t hov e boon ·l;h e ol d ;2:.n>e~D. of CeJ.aua , ·th c t evocy 

CJu--i irriiio.n ~h ou l c1 e;i v o h ie ,.,: olehoar•i:ied suppor t -'i;o t h o 

i t1 Vu1eri a11. ~he churcec 1:1.,£ci not t he Cbri sti mio r eou2 t ed: 

i n -~ .. ,o et1i c to o:r 1>e:i:-see1ri.ion i n 2!J7 i:l.nd 25e . !.:eit!1er 
oi t hooo wac directed o~~.inot om~ist ians ~G i ndivi d
'l.\ .1o oo 1nu01l ~o :l.1".inst t he :;ur-1a•tian Church . .!:;o 
one wao r oouircd t o apost a~ze. The Zi r st decree 
cnjoi110 i u p on t h o hiei .. arch1Cla.l h e ad.a ot t he Church 
to ;joi n of'Zicio.lly ip tho worship o~ t he ··;ods, 
~l·Ghot1..:;h, i f t hey oo uished , t hey mi t:;ht con·~inue 
·tnciz· ·1ors_u:p of. Chri st, ~d,~o ab:mdon t he colleeiat e 
:Corm. oi' chiu .. oll er ...;mtisc.tion. ::, 

T lio i"i:rs·i; edi ct wa s 1,v.blioh c d :ln iLu,auflt of 257. It 

t.°'.i'fcct od on l y -"ahe l i c;her cler gy cntl r csul tod i n Zo,·1 

. a:. -~yrc1oms . .1.hocc bi o-1ops ~-1!10 r efused t o c~rs✓ out t he 

o~"' e1•c o:r t · o edic·c; wero oxiled from ·cheir 'bishopric. 

o::ile to Ctu"llbis in d:rica., m1cl Dio11Ysius or U er..::mdri c. 

\'l f.'!S c_wilcu -'.;o :t:ephro in Libya . 40 

' 8wchosne, sm,. cit,, P• 273. 
9.iJ;., !>. 26G ~"l<l Taobon,° o-o . cit., 

:;gi-!OUl."'ett, .2.\l• ~•, P • L:-1:,. 
.2ll• ill•, P• 274. 

40Ibid., p . l:-14. 

Soo als o Gwa t !:in, .2:2• 
P• 22. 

Seo also Duchesne, 
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Va.J.erio.r1 aoon diaooverod that the first edict did not 

do t ho job of stopping the Church from holdin~ ~&thorineo 

nr1d extending ii;a inf'luer1ce. Oonacquontly in 258 l\e issued 

hie second e<: ict, ,..,.. ich Oy1,ri:m <.tesc1·ibea in hia lettoro 

80 ond 81.41 This e ict i eluded not only the clorGY but 

=-.l so l a.ymcn i n ccr•ia.iin oec1.'llar positions . The sentence for 

t hooe w:10 viol c:iicd t lle edict ,-,er:, <ic .th. ,i2 ita.rtyrdomo 
l' -:• 

.31·00.t nwnbcrs as a. result. t-:J 

~he dea t h 0£ ·th e bis hop o:t Carthage is t hus described. : 

Oypri ' n ,-10.s StmimCl:led ·r.rom Curt.1.bir; to CD.J.•tiu.~e by the 
no.,.: proconsul Galo1•;_~ ~ i1a..··1dmus . 'But \:ll.en Gal.e1·iu& 
:round himoelf' ·coo ui1well to leave lJtice ., he sent :ror 
Cypriun ·to cone t hore. Am this did not suit Cyprian's 
plans , he hid lli moel.f. I:ie was ,1u1 te read:, £01· death, 
but :i.t C:.u""11llagc among his people, not at Utica • 
. ihen t he proconsul re obcd Carthage, Cypri~m we.s 
:..rrcst od in hi s otm home, o.nd brought before ~1~ next 
n ornin:-; ( .,cpt. J.L1-) • The trie:L w~s short, :tor tlie 
ofic-mse ,-ms £lae;i·~ t and a.vowed: and soon the dying 
Galci""i us ro~id. t ho s entence "th;;it Thascius Cyprio.11us 
be bcheacl.ed \-Ii th tho s,-,oi•d. 11 . ... groat compl.Ul,y :followed 
tc ·i;lle pl.a.ce of e~:ccution, for all men felt that s 
£;,Tout C£":recr was endi r,g . Even tl1e exccutionor wca 
overa\·ted · ""U. utterly unnerved, a1:1d the commanding 
CGl'11iuricn h n.d toL,if,1ve the f etal G'troke. ,;,O fell 
OypriUil • • • • n . 

41cyprinn, B.pia-tl~@ ~ mu1, ~. in A,nt~-... !i.cene !?{!.thers, 
edi tecl by .:\le=t:mder 1?obe1'·lis fBuff~o: T c d.i.u.•lst1~ Litera-
ture .:ublish.i:ne OoD1pany, 1885), V~ 406-1108. . 

'J.2Duches:r.e, op • .9.!!•, P• 27'~• 

.t~:SKidd, .9J!• £ll•, P• 476. 

l!4Gwatku1, .9.l!• Cit.' PP• 2G9-270. 
cit., PP• 419-42r.-

See iillso :-lourott, 
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In 260 Valeri~~ was ilnprisoned, mid hio son Ga:Llienus 

aseumed t ho t hrone end ruled until 268 . He is3ued the 
4a: 

firt;·t; edic·t of toleration in a ,esoript of 261. ::, 

---------



Tim LJI.P='F.D taND Tim c z.mn cn 

The Na .. .;ure ancl t he Extant oi' t he Christi4?1 Lapsecl 

;-re wou1d :fi rst li!te t o co11aider the nature or method 

by ·\·rh ich a. Chri sti~ l apacd. from the church . In the letters 

of Cypria.'l'l we :!'i ncl much in.formation on this subject. Ji'or 

t hi s ~ees on ue shell oou~iclor this topic in the light of 

;he Doci un per s ecution. 

The l on~ pel'iocl of peace thc.t the ChUJ. .. ch experienced 

from -~he cn<:l of the r eign of Oarncalln ·to t hat of .Deciuc, 

with only mi nor outbi .. ea.ke,, c a.used the Church to become l ax 

i n i t ra d i ocipline r..n.d filled with mmnl,ers who were not 

s ·trong i n t heir f:.n th. This situa tion Oy:9ri:m describes 

in s ec ·l;ion 6 or his treatis e .Qn ~ Lapsed: 

Each one 'l.·ra.s des irouo of inor eesin~ his estate; and 
f'org e t:fuJ. of wha t believers had oi-ther done be.fo1'"0 
in t h e t imes of the trtpostlos, or always ought to do, 
tlley , ,ri t h t he inoatic.blc ardour o.t covetousness, 
devoted. ·them~ol vee to t he increase of their pro:9ert,J. 
lunong the priests thero was no devoutneos o.f roli~ion; 
among t.le ministers there °\'ta.E no sound fei th: in 
their \'10rlr.s tllere wraa no moray ; in their m:mners there 
wes n.o disoipli.11.e. • • • Mot a few bishops who oueht 
to furnis h both ·oxhortation end examplo to otllors, 
~cspioinc t heir divine chergo, bocame e,,ients in 
secul.ur ouniness, forsook their throne, desorted 
their people, wandered about over foroign provinces, 
hunted t he morkets for Gainful merchlJ!dioe, whilo 
brethren were sterving in the Church. 

1oypr1an, On lhe L~aed, in An§~ioene Fathers. odited 
by .Uexandor Rober s (ll filo: !rhe ~stia.n Literature 
Pres:11, 1886) , V, 438. Heree.:rter cited as lwF I V • 
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It ,-,as 110 surprise then "';;ht:.;t when •iiho peraecution came 

many flocked to t ho al tciro to o:t::f'er in.ce11.so to the Roman 

em11eror. ..hoce scon oo iauat have ti"ttly been a horrible 

sight for those who remaineu. i'ir!J. i n their f:id th. 

They indoec.l c1i,l not wed t to be e.1>prehonded ere they 
c.;.Scendea., or to b e i nten."ogatod ere they denied. 
Many uero conquered l>efore the ba.ttl.e, proctrated 
lJei'ore t he :::.ttacl:. ror did ·i;hoy even lce.ve it to 
be &~~i cl f.or tilem, the.t they aem:iod to aacrif'ice to 
i dol:s v.11willinc ly. They rP.ll to the mo.:rl:et 2.>l.aoo of 
their om1 accor d; f'reol,,r they ho.stened to cleath, aa 
if' they hc.t1 formerly wished 1 ·1; , t'.S i£ they i.•IOUld 
embra ce on oppo2tunity now given ·which they had 
Cl't1LYQ desired• 

.1le :; i t.: oa thooe ,-1110 willirl l y we11t ·t o t h o cl.tars to 

Sc. cri.f.icc ( oc.crii'ic:srti) the1'"e wei·o sJ.so those \'/ho ca.st in---~--= 
ccnac on -~ho al t ~..l" ( th~.f.ico.t;JJ nnd e.te of tho aac1'ificec 

end <ll"U1k of the lib:;:.;;ions which \•1e1·a oi':Cered. Some 

Chrieti ann a t fir~t stubborn1y refused to accri:f'ico but 

a£tcr a period of torture fi.11al1y consented. There ~so 

,-,ere .... .,roup of l e.l)sed who did not aotuclly s acri!'ice but 

received f'ro1:i tho 1ne.(;is·lirate3 certificates stat~ that 

thoy ho.c..l sacri:f'iced. Theoe l.:.::.1)s,od becane kno,·m in the 

Ohurch a..,.., ·;;he libel.1a.tioi. There \101•e Ohriatie..'l'ls ,·:ho had -
their no.mo pl.aced on the roll as having oacrii'iced by 

proxy. Those were l abeled aa D.Cta f~cientos. 3 L~tor on 

when these J.a.psod ce.~e be.ck ".;o 1:ho Church, the 2.mount of" 

2Ibid, :P• 439. 

,Henry Melvil.l Gwcitk:ln, BarJ..y Church Hist..2£z to A. n. 
lU (London: The Macmill.an Ooapany, 196§) ,-rr, 256-;-
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pen2nce which they ,1ere rm1uired to do was in a large part 

dependent on t he :above categories into ,-rhich they fell.. 

Tho number of those who received the certifice.te of 

sacrifice ,-,as vory ereat. 4 

The Attitude 0£ ·the Church Towards .... h e Le.psed 

\ihel'l the Decitm 1'>e1 .. aecutio11 come, tho Cl-lurch wc.s quite 

1u1p:ropared £or ·i:;h e s ituation. r ... s soon as the i'irst wnve 

of !)e1"sec1.1tion po.ssed over the Chui"ch, leaving it ,-ti th so 

ma.~y that ho.d lapeed, t he question that immediately arooe 

"t·rao what oh01.1J.d 1:>-e done with t hose who did lapse but now 

clocire to be 1.•ein.stated in the Church. Firet it mumt be 

romeube1~ec1 t h a t Cy1>rj_an oonai dered the very act of soorifico, 

or oven obtuininc1 u certificate of aacrific~, the some as 

seli'-e::co::u ,U11ication. 5 By their O\'l?l. fi•ee · rill these !)eopJ.e 

were no J.ongor i :r1 the Church. Their cx·i .... c ·.-1e.a truly 

hor-.t .. i ble: 

Return:i.na £rom the al.tare of' the devil, they dra-, nero:
to the hoJ.y pJ.eoe of the Lord, with hands filthy and 
reek ing ,.,i th smell, still cl.most breetl11ne; o:£' tho 
yla,sue-bear:lng idol-meats; 2nd even with jaws still 
ey..haJ.i11g thoir crime, end reol:inr.; with tho .fatal. cgn
t&ot, t hey intrudo on the body of the Lord •••• 

41:bid. 
5oypri~m, ~istJ.o 62_, Lf., in Ear~ Latin Fgta,erg, traD.3-

lated bys. L. rcensiado (~hiJ.adelp a: The Vcstiainster 
Presa, 1956), p. 152. 

6cyprirn, O,R• .2.ll•t P• 441• 
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Deopi te the grea t o.bll01-rence ,·rhich the Church had ~or 

the le:psed , Cyp1•:tGn would not have the1n f oroaken by the 

Ohw:•ch • . Uh i l e :l:n e:·ile i'ro1n 03.rthag e in the yca:r 250, he 

wro·t e to ·i;he cl.crc;y t here advioing them on the way in ,-,hich 

the Church should deal with t h e lapsed. 

• • ■ I t h i :i:1.k t hu.t our bre1ihre21 1auat be dealt with; 
--·i;hct t lloy 1.·1ho llu.ve r eceived oertii'ice.tes i'rom the 
mar·i;yra, a11d mey be assisted by t heir privilege with 
God , i ! t hey shou1d be seized wi·tl'l. ~ misfortune 
ru1d peril of siclme s ~ , &h ould, t1i t h out we.i tint~ .for 
my proscnco , bef c>1·i:: c...1. y pre:aby .. ,er who nigh t be pre
s en·I; ■ • • 111 be uble to m~;:e coni'ess i on o~ t heir ain, 
·liha•i;, ,.~i ·ch t.he i mposi -:;ion of hm1d 0 upon t .hcm i'or 
:repen"'.;:u1ce, t hey shou.ld .come ·to the Lord '.·rith the 
)?CC.Ce w_ic __ ,.,. __ o martyr s lt.~ve ;esired, b y t ll.ei:t' letters 
~o uo , t o be ~r a.~tcd t o t hem. 

J~u conocr-ai nc; t hoso who ai:e not s ick unto doe.th he writes 

i n t he a £'.n10 epit;tle: 

C1eris ' so by your ,~csence the rest of the ~eople 
uho ~ c 1 2.1:>sed , e,,;n.d cheer them by your console.tion, 
t h~t ·~Ley ~ay not fail or the f:?:.ith and of God'a 
mercy. For t hose shall not be ~oroaken by the aid 
o.nd avsistc.uco of the Lord, who me,ek1y1 humbly, and 
trith true penitence h a.ve persevered in good trorks; 8 ut the di-.rine remedy 'l.·1111 be granted to the?:1 a.loo. 

It wa.o the prac·tice of' -f.;he Church that con£e3sors and 

mar·tyrs could write letters to ·the bishop a ... kino; tho.t 

carte.in lepsed be ~runted forgiveness and restored to the 

Church. It is these letters to tn1ich Cyprian i3 rei'errins 

in ·the above quo·tation fi•om his eleventh epistle. This 

practice was not new, but not until the who1eoa.J.o desertions 

7cyprian1 Epiotle m, _m. V, 293. 
8Ibid .. 
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of ·i;llo eciau pei"oecu·tion was i-t ceriouoly questioned. 

d••n.y oi' t ~oae w,10 l apse« a-.nd <l.ecirod reaU?:li ·i:to..'t'J.ce to 

the Church hur _ ioc.1 ·i;o the confessors in p:-ison a."'l<.1 &ot them 

·i;o ,.11 .. i-'c;o l e~l;;tcra "c;o t h e bishop aal::ins J.-i.im to roinsto.te thet1 

il1 t l:1e Church. Cyprian seems ·willing to do this ,,_s is 

indic:..tecl in ·i;hc o.bove l cttor. lhrt 1iho misuse or this 

priv·· 1ea e 00011 bocamo :f'ler:;i•~rt v.s is indicated l;y -'.;he 

f'oJ.lowi .. .. lct·i;er: 

All t he con~cssors to f ~t her Cyprio.n, 6Teeti?1g. Knm, 
-~!1~t, :.~ -~ ' c:011.oorninG ,·rhon the &ccoun"i; of whc.t 
·.;noy h~v o done oince the conu!liceio11 of their aL't'J. had 
bcei1, in your c.:riiit?m.:t:i.on, s o.:'i;isfactory, t·ro have 
~r tod pet?.ce; r- d \·re have desired that this roacript 
r.;!101.".lll b e ml o l::nown by you to -'.;he o·i;her bish.ops cl.so. 9 

To otop ·i;hio rti.suoe, Oypri~1 mi1dly rebuked -'i;he co11fcosors, 

• n u OSl) COi ·u.ly 011e Luoiuo wl10 was ·i;he ri.n..gleader of this 

mover.im:1t o:.:' ,•;holc c ;.".l.e reconciliation. 

'.:!"or uhile ·the i.o::-.>cl h e s ·said the-.t the na tions are t o 
be: l> .. .:.ptioed in ·t' !.c nomo of t h e Fe.th.er, and of .. he 
3 011 , ... ,'.\d of tlle lloly Ghost, end thcil" paa-'c; sins are 
t o be d one o.wo..y in i,c.ptism; t h iG Q.E (Lucic...""1.), 
i ~o- ~..:.t·b of the precept o.11<1 oz the lrn·1, com:iando 
peace to be ~onted &1.d Gins to be done awcy il'l t ho 
llC!.l"llC. o f :Pc.u1t.tc; o.nd h e say~ "'Ii: a:t t h i s W:15 COr.!tl::mdod 
hiu by ~~uJ.uo, a3 you will oboerve L~ the lotter 
sent by ·the aome Lucion. to Co:torinus, in ,-rhich he 
vecy littlo considorod th~t it io not mm."tyrs th-~t 
:ma!:a the Goopo:J.e but tha t martyrs are lilrule by the 
Gospel •••• - · • 

In -'c;he treatioo of Cyprian onti 'filed On !h! LO.T>DQS he gives 

his vim1s , further on tllis matter .a.a follO\fD: 

9cyz>ria~, EP_iot1e m, 1:.!;!!. v, 296. 

lOoyprio.n, Epio~ XXII, bf.E., \' " 301. 
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Let no one ch ea t himse1f, 1o·t no one deceive himaolf. 
The Lo_ d ~·.1O11.c oo.n have mercy . le el.O1'1e c :::n b oa t 0\'1 
purO.on foz· ci ua w_ ioll ho.ve been c ommi ttec1 o....r:e.inst 
I!i msel .: . • • • hut i f rai.,,,r one, by an ovcr h1u-1.~ed 
11~:::te , 1•c.sh1y t hinks -'.;h at he c~ ,·1·1.rc r cmis a ion of 
cine ·i;o e.11 , or do.res ·t;o 1.--esci .. -id -':he Lo2.•d ' s pr oct"::.>ts, 
110·1; on:Ly cloe o i t i n 110 r espect a <.1vonts.t;e t h e l apsed , 
bt t i ·;; doer; ·i;het.'l h:ll."me • • • .t'ind doc s any 0 ·1e ·t..:link 
·i;hc.t , L op1,osi tion t o t ho Ju~ c , & l:1011 can becor.ie 
oi' nvni l ··ror ·t ~ r of fo!.'" ·l:ihe g cne1•nl r emi ssi on E'll<i 
p.:ll.•don of oins , or th~t he can chicld ot hers bef or e 
he hi nool ~ i o v i ndica t od? Th e ~lll'tyrs order e omc
·lihi ne ·i;o be d011e ; bt.rli on1y i f t his t h.i1ig be just and 
l awi'ul , i f.' it c ~--i be d 011c wi t hfft opposi ng the I,or d 
Hi mself by God ' s pries t •••• 

Thi s probl em o:t: ·lihe c.tJGi t1.1de o:r the Ch1.1.rcll toward t ho 

l apsed ,-,ill b e rli ccuasecl further in t h e l a ot tt10 chapters 

or "'i;his 1,a.per o.nd i n tho :::ectio.11 fol lowing , ,-,h ere the 

ochi oms ,-rlli c h rcsul t ed i n t he Church due to the l apsed a.re 

cons i u.e:re 'i. . 

T.he Schi sms i n t he Ohm.•ch Cauoed by t he Lapoed 

In conaide~i:."16 t.is point wo s hal.l again limit our 

ai ocussiorr t o the Gchiams which occurred durinc the epis 

copt!tc of Cypri a11. I-'li might 'be t h ought t h2.t Hontcm.0lil 

should al.co bo i ~1c l u ded lle:re sinao it h.~d such a groo.t 

i nfl u on oo on Tertullian. Thia influence cannot be diaputed , 

but t h e fv.c·i; m:rve::r"liheleas remains t ho.t i-lontan1S13 a.rose in 

t ho l atte~ part of the second century, which is before 

the torminua .§! guo of this paper. !!"urthermoro, the direct 

cause of J.lontQJ'liom cannot be attributed to t he l o.paed in 

the persecutions. The sohisma therefore coneiderod 1n 
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in thic ooc·t;ion aro t.1.os e 0£ ·1ovatian eJ.1d Pe1icissimu.':J . 

Our tiain i ni'orrAo.tion conoerning the schisfl of i1ovatian 

io £'01111.d i n Cyp:riC'21.1 s epistles LJ-0, Ll-2, Lf-3, IJ.-7, LJS, 51 and 

66 . Upon thes e ,·re shell depend £or t he bulk of our i n

:f'or.nm.ti on . I n om-- cliscussion of ·;ovatia..""l we must be 

care:i."ttl not t o confuse h i m i.·tlth Jovo.ttu: , who pl~ocl e.n 

i r.iport~t p o.i .. ·t i n t he ~o-vatim1 s chism, ::.nd with ,.-1hom ,-,e 

t11.1st boc;in. . . 
l ov Q:ttts was a pro:::byter i n Onrtll~t·o . lle we.a one o~ . 

the f ive Pl"'esby t ers ~-,ho objected to t h e election of Oyprim1. 

£1-3 biehop o:f C~ir·iih.aec end eventually w&s excoJlll1111'"'1.icated 

fror.i the Chuz·ch by t he first council of Carth2ge •12 l:!e 

advocat etl a liboraJ. policy oi: receivina t he l apsed back 

in-to ".:h e OhtU"C' l■ He GOOD e11tor od into port11orship \Ii th 

Pol:!.ciaoimuc a.1.1d boomile his dec.con.13 The Ee.in concern. 

0£ :ovo.-;;us ,-,a :J not tl1at of sti'"i.ctnoas or 1eniency toward 

the lapsed hut rather one of 11clerioaJ.ism in opposition 

to t he bichop Cyprian and the 1u.ity. 1114 This ce.n be s een 

;:"tedi .... tely when we view t lic ohcn:;o of a.ttitude in Uovc.tua 

uhen he left Cart hage and went to Rome. This \·res occass:.toned 

by the breal:up of the schism of Felici~simus. Novatus con

aec1uc:ntly wont to Rome nnd i ;-:Wecliately i"el.l in with .Movatinn. 

12oypriaa, Epistle li, .&!t, v, 327. 
1'n. J. iCidd, A HistO£t o:r .1i!w, 0~ to A. D. 461 

(Oxford: Tho 01:2rencion Press, 19"221 .~ r;-;-
14Ibid, P• 4Ll-6. 
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Nova.tis.n was a presbyter in Rome. After the death. of 

bishop Fabi~.n in 250 he bocwne very prominent durin{& the 

lone in·te:-i:·im be.fore the eJ.ection o~ t he n ew bish op. In 

l!o:rch 0£ 251 ·th e elec•tion o.f o. ne~·, bisllop of Rome -took 

place. The pers on elected was Cornelius.15 Soon after 

thic llovo.t i an we.a tu.so elected bishop l>Y a. 6Toup of Rom:m 

Ohris·tinnc heo.ded by ·the confesao1.·s Ma..··dmus, Urbanus, 

Si doni ua ::~d ! e.oha:r•iuo , a."ltl the e:c- Car·chaginie.11 preabyter, 

.r o,ro..•iius . . t cr s ome heoi t a tion Oyp:ri ro1 recognized the 

o:rdimit:i.on o:r Oorneliu-s a.11.d r ejec·ted th~t of' lfovc/aie.n ond 

cleclm .. ;cJ. him out!lide ·i.;ile vhurch . 16 Cy1>ris:it· al.so wrote to 

·the co11:1"ecso:rc a.ucl ucbnor,.ishecl them J.;o return to the true 

Church . 

- or it ,.-.rci @-10 me clO"i·m and sadc\ons 1~e, an<l, the in
tolerable ~rief 0£ n ~mitten, almost prostrate, 
s pi it seizes me, ,·,hen I find tllct you there, con
trm~y to ecclesiastic~ order, oont~a.:.-y to evan
eol ical l ew, contrai'y to t .he unity of the Catholic 
institution, had consented thnt another bish9p 
s: ould be made . • • • I e11·t:reat that in you, 
o;i; cll ovel. ts , t h .... t U£"'lla\'l:ful. rending of our brother
hood may 11.ot continue; but r emembering both your 
0011f'c3aion o.nd t l.e divine tradition, you mey return 
-'lio ·l:;he ."other uhe~1oe you have c;one :rorth; \·1.b.ence 
you oo.me to t ho Glory 0£ co!fession ~rith the re
joicillg of ·the s&1e !•iother. 

This ad.'iloni t ion was effect:Lve, .ror soon Cornelius ,-,es 

15Ibid, PP • lµ!-G-411-7 • 
16cyprian, :!5pi~ m, ~. V, .31 9. 
17 Cyprie:n , R'Oistle g,1,ll, ~. V, 321. 
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able to ,-,rite t h c.t t he coni'osoor s h."i!d returned to t h e Church.18 

Cypria."'!. ""mewerc <.1 "'ch is le·li·tar of Co1,nelius19 ontl received 

e.nother ~rom t he confessor s ini'ormi?l€.; him that ·they had 

rc·iiurnou ·i;o the Cht.trch. 20 

It e.p1,eo.rs tllc.:ii i'or n while ·i;his silenced tho schism 

of iovetian bu"'c i·t ::,oon. ·i:u::.-'nod up aso.in ,-ri t h ova.tus pley

inB o. more i l"l'Dorto.nt role. 21 In Rpiat le ·L~ C71,rian tella 

Coi~ elius o.bout ·the orimeD o~ i'lova tu.s ,·rh:i.lo he was sti-11 

i n O:.n"thsga . 

Fo1-- a.'bou t Novo.tu.s t ll.ero need. h ave been nothill;Z told 
by you t o U G , c i nce :rovutu.s ot.tzh,t r e.th.er ·;;o have beon 
sho·m1 by us ·i;o yc,u, es e.1-:.·reys reedy _ ox 11ovelty, 
l'".c;i :ng uj_ ·i;h -'i;b.e ro.p:..ci t y o:r o.n ineo:tic.ble ,,,_va.:t·ioe, 
ini'J.n"'Gecl ·wi"'.;h ·th e arrogo.11cc o.n stupidity o:C swell-
i nc :p:-i e ; :...J.··ra:,;s ki1o;r.n ~-Ti t h bad ropute to ·the hichop& 
"ti1cr·o ; a].,,..:-ay.r,i oo:.1dcm:ne b.f ·the voice of a.11 t ile priests 
' ' S o. hcro·iiio and o. po:rfiuious mtU'l; al.ways in.quisi tivc, 
t het ho rno.y 'betr a:,-: • • • Tllis i s ·i;he s :,ne .. :ova.t us who 
... i J."'3 t oowod amo:uc us t h e .:f'lmncs of iocord and schiso; 
wl:o. s ep2.1."c:ted2~omc o'£ t he brethren here .from the 
bisn.op. • • • 

The c,chisrn. of P'ovati=.n ,-,c.s over -'~he queotion of le~1ie11cy 

Ol" st:rictncso i n :rec civin~ t h e 1 a1>acd b t\clc int o t h e Church. 

Cor-.aelius ~dvoca tod 1011:Lency; Jfovc.titm dem;::nded a ot?ict 

s·t~.nd . Jlcoording to Movatiai'"l 11 e·.,.er--J le.pGed person was to 

18oypriai1, .... p:ts•iilq ~ . ...JE., v. 322-323. 
19cypri~, ·Diqtlo XI.VI,:!!!!, v , 324. 
20cypr1Gll1, ~piGtl_q XLIX, ~- V, 326. 
21oyprinn, Epistles"XLVII rmd XLVIII, ~- v, 32b.

:;26. 
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be pei""D10.11<:mtiy exoludecl from it ( ·lille Churoh).1123 The sohimn 

of ifo,ra;~:..a.n i s prese11ted by Eusebius in his Church lUstor,:y;. 

Dook VI .43 . lle c i ves uo an a o.cow1"'i; of the s;:,,-nod ·which met 

a t omo to e::::co~-nun ioa:i;e J,f ova:i;:Le.u., as ,·,ell 2:s a. genera!. 

dcscrir,·ti on of t ho c· ao·~er o:Z .i:Tovatie.11 and his s ch ism. 24 

The a chiom oi' Felicissimus ·we ha.vo t:!l i ·o~dy briefly oon

Bi f orcl1. i n coru1eo·i;ion ·.1ith. li!ovo.t us . .iL f ew more rcmarlcs 

m•e i1.~ecled . Tho scl'lio1.11 ~:.rooe out 0£ ·1;ho elec·i;ion of Cy-pria..'l'J. 

t o ·i;hc b i oho ,ric i .. 250 . The aoul o::l ·i;!1e c ons pi1--ucy wo.c 

i.ove.tua , hu '· i "i;s nominal l eac1,n ... wa.s .i! Olicissimua. :re uas 

11 a rich l e~J'JllQ.i:"1 o:£ cioulJ·t.ful moro.J.s, but of oonside::.'"able 

i 11.:·1uen c o bcco.use o:r his ~-re::ilth fl.l'ld social ste.ndint,;; . 1125 

I tho aboence o. ~yprian du.ring the hoight of the persecu

tion, t hose men cau s ed e. ~ eat decl of t r ouble by ac.1.mitting 

m::.my lc:1.psocl il.1to the Ch'lu .. ch e.f"ter only a slizh,t ~enanoe 

ha.d bee11 e11.o.ctec. 26 To counteract this, Cypria.71 ,·r.L"i tes 

to tho presbyters at Carthage that: 

••• since ~elioissimus hu~ threatened tha t thoy 
sho,:~ld not conunw:lioo.te ,..;1 .. ,h him in dee.th ,,;:ho 11.ad 
obeyed u s , ·i;hat is, 1.·rho comm1.mioated ,rl:th us, let 
hiLl receive t 'le sentence ~nu.ch he f irst of cl.l 

23!' i tld , .21!• ..2.ll•, P• 4~1. 
2L•,.,.,.__ . ll · · •·1 d -no t ..... · ~1i1sebius, Ch1.1r0h i::i;o~• in .1:.. cene on .1: o -.1.,:i.cone 

Fathors, edited by Philip Soh~f (Dufl'a"lo: The Cllr:Ls·tian. 
latcr~ture Freas, 1086), I, 286-290. 

. 25:b'ernrnd Hourre•ii, J:_ Histog 0£ the C:i-tholic Cllurch, 
translo.ted by Rev. ?io\'rton !!.'hompson""'Ts~ou.ia: llort!.er Bool: 
Cotipcw.y, 19L:-G), I, 393. · 

26oypl;"i:.:a.n, .!:apistle :;occnII, .l!lil, V, 31,~-316. 
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a ocl.c.rou, ·th,~t he mcy lmo,-, t hnt he is o:2::contt:'.1unicatecl 
by us . • • • r-,o~eoitci .. , whoevoi" shall e..J.ly hiiacel.£ 
,d:'11h 11:i.s conopil."acy '"'.i'l<l £'ac tion, l.ct him know tl:w.t 
h e shc.11 n o·~ COlJl!DU11.ice·t c i 11 Jlih e Church ,d. t h itc , s .; ~1ce 
oz lli::J O\f'.il c.ccor d7_ o h~s pro.for:.:-ocl to be som.n .. a·tod 
f'r om ·th e Ohl.U."Ch. z -

·r -- ~?.rmcr -'co t :ii a letter Cy .Jl.":i.&11 c;o·c :.i ::.·e~J1;,r ·the.-, :i1cli-

ciosi;:-iu :.1 hct. bco:;-1 cjoc·iiod .from t i!c Church . 26 /,. n m1 ochi o_ 

i'oll.o :roi·l,J c o11ti11u ed to 

l o·i;·~oz-c ::or -~ho l .... :usc~ :i.11 o::..•ci.er t hc.t theJ· mi c!ri: be 1"ooeivea 

1)·1ck i :. to JlihC hu:-:-ch. Cy !'.)l"i E'..n •,.rri·i;oo : 

1 Oi:.r it h u.r.; !.'.Pl'lOC'.J."od u~1ence c a,-n\l the f 3cti o!:'l o:r 
":J l i cicc::.i.1us; 0 Wh~:i; Z"OO"t eJ:ld by , rho.-'.; s tre.."l ·th .it 
o·toot1. T~l eDc .men cru:ppl.ied i.a.. f orme_• t imes encour
t".f!o;uon ·:;s c:1..: c··'1ort L:(iions ·to cor·i;ain confessors, 
· o·i; ·;;o oe.ece wi t h ·i;hcir b i oh.01,, l 'lOt "iio 2'1 ... dntcin ·i;he 
ecclooi .!:riiic[Q di acipl:!.ue trl. t h :?ci th w.O. quictnoos 
cco:i.· "i na ·i;o -~ 10 Lord' s pr ece1,·iira , no·t ·i:;o l:oep t he 

al o~ .. y of ·i;j;ici l· c on f cf.lsion ,-rl t !l a..'1 m1co~p ii 011 "' 
uns-oo·t•iiod convoi .. s t?:iiio.u. .,nd l est i·i; ohou1d be too 
li·ttl.c .,liO have c oz-ru1,tcd t h e t .inda of cortai..'t'l con
f ccoorc , ~nd t o _!c~v c ,r.i.chei!. to arm e. vorti on o:r our 
1,rolte . i'rc.tcrn:t .. ,y C{;e.i.nst God' c pi'"ies·i;hood , ·i;hey 

· h a· e now -~u...;-anet.i ·:;hoi l"' atts:riiion wi·;;h thai:..-- e.1Vf1Jou oci 
<lecoi "ii:f-"2.1r10Ga -'c;o ·i;he 1"'Uin of t h e 1apsod. • • • 

:ii,or -'GhO:l." o :1. i n ·l;hio SC.."'!!.C op1st1e Oyprio.n {;iVO:J 'l\S in 

vc1•y clear ·!;crmc J.io ,~·tti tuclo .,.;owo.rd ·i;lle Ol11u •oL. ~-d schisaa, 

a.:-id i 1'l ·th ose viewo we cm? clearl.y ace ·li:~.e llcr..:rt o..'l.'l "' core 

27Ibid1 !>• 31G. 
26oY1_:>l."ic.n, En=l@j;le XXXI X, iJJ1i., V, 316. -29Ibiu., p. · 317. 
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~~hey ( ·ahe sclli.am of Felicissimuc) a.:ro nou o£fcring 
pc~ce •1ho ht.ve not peace t homcelveo. ~hey o.re 
promisine t o Urine back e.nd rcco.J.l ·i;h e l apaecl i ?1to 
t ha Olltu .. ch , ·wi-1.0 ·t ~m::solvos h t'.VO dop"'u.•tod f'rot: ·the 
Chui--oh . There i s cne God, a11d Ch:i.•ist is one, and 
'thc:-.,,.o i o on e Church, ....:. d one cho.ir fo1.1-l"ldocl upon the 
rocl: by t .!le 1.-1oz·c1 of ·i;ho Lord. .l11o·ilhcr o.J.t:re c~.not 
be cone ti tutc l 11.or a ~'le~, priecthooc.1 be mC}.(lo, exce!)·i; 
tho on e ~ -'Gw.-- e.ntl. t e one prieothood. ~·n1oaoever 
c;a:~he1--ath olcowhei•e, :-Joc.·:;tc:!'e·:;h . ~•/lffl:tooevcr is 
a:ppoi :riictl ily 1 U!'l:"I ua.ch1cwo, ::;o -'.;h:-.t t h e uivine dis
!lOsi•tion i o viol~1.i5ad, i s a.dtll t orour.:, ia impiouo, 
ic sccrile~iouc.~ 

he cru.lecl the -:111 .. c·i; J_ric~.n Com1cil. In this cou."'l.c::.l it 

,-rr.c tl ecidcd ·to -·rant pee.ce to 'th e lapsed and c.dmi t tller:i1 to 

t he Ohuroh o_f·iier <lne !.">cnonoa hc.d been e:.:e.c-',cd. 31 /.ftcr 

thi:.; :rocol.u·i;ion ha.cl been po.soed by a COUJ."1.cil. held a·i; Ro!'.le 
• 

unt, or Corneli us , 11 ·i;h.e ,-1hole Church in the ·.reot !l:rozaptly 

c.cccpto<.1 -'i;h:i.o "-P:P:rovo.l.. Thus the sch:!.sn of Folicisaimus 

recoivecJ. i-'i;;s 
"?.".) I 

e~:iih blo,-1. :,;Jc; Fel.iciseimus 1ont to none in 

C!ll at·to,npt -'iio underJ;:dne Cori1eliua • :.1.tti ti1de to\'1ard Cyprian, 

but this c.J.ao sooms ·ao have fail.ad.:;;; After this .,_,o llec.r 

· nothing more £1--om Oy-9rie11 concerniiig Feliciaait1us • 

It ic i~posaio1e to ovoreati::iate t ho import:J::Dce of 

t hose GChi::ms i.."l m'lclerstandil1fi tho development o:r Cyprian' s 

vim·ra in regard to pe.."1.ance a.11.d baptism. 

:,oll>id, P• 318. 

3lThe decrees of the council. a.ro contoinell in Cyprion'a 
le·tter to Cornelius, !Jo. 5S. 

32r-iourett, .2.Jl• .£ii•, P• :;95. 

:53cypr:!.c.n, ~'Dist:!.e a!, .l:!!!, V, 338-:;47 • 
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A DRI Elr SKETOII 01" Tlll! LI FI:: .Ar.!.O I..ni'LUBMClt 0!!' Tl!P..TULLI.A.a!l .\Ni> 

CYl?RI P..N 

Ter t ~llian, iiG Li~e and Influence 

Ter -".;ulli~'I']. wo.s b ori'l bc·l,-,•1een t h e yo::!.'1.·s 155 :.md 1 60 at 

,~ ' h 1 v .. :.r,; ~e . ili s f t~:~h cr w~.z a c e:nt urio11 i n t h e acrvice of 

'lihe l'r ocons t1l of •. f i"icc. Ho r e cei ved an o::=cellent educe

•~ion ''.lld becai.1e a wel l lo1own l m-11.rer . lie uo.a conver ted to 

Chri o--ic.n:l:i;y Ul""OtUld t he y ee:r 1.97 and 8 0021 eftel."'1.larda, accord-
. 2 
i n c, -~o Jerome , was made a preaby-'i;er. I mmedia tely upon llis 

convcn•s ion ho beE;~~.l to wr ite numcroi1a penph1ets and articlc:s_, 

of whi c.ll rnai1y 22'0 pr eserved to this day. fhe constancy of 

Clu"i Gti ans Lu1der s tress s eems to h~ve been the reason for 

his conver s ion r ~t her t han n aearoh for truth in the style 

of J u sti11. Upon h i e conversion he was immedi a tely i m

Pl"osoed by t he s ·triking dii'i"erence between Christianity snd 

he o.t .henism. Already in his i"iret year3 as e Christian he 

1Tllia and the s ubsequent infol'Uletion on t he life of' 
Tert 1.1l.liun ha::, b een t oJ:en from the f'ollowing ,-,orke: B. J. 
Kidd , .:l History 0£ the Church to A. D. 4§.l (Oxford: The 
Cleronuon Proos ,-X922), I; 287-~09, ,20; lienry ?-telvill 
~-,atkin, Earl;y Church !Iioto¥. to P •• D..!. 3li ( London: ~he 
Macmillen domp;my, 190§), I~ ~6-239; an Louis Ducnesne, ig'3~T lli s tort of t h e Christian Church (London: t.".urr::.y, 

, I, 2a -~o-:-
2 Jerome, De viris illustribua, c. liii, a s quoted in 

ICidd, Jm.• g_ll.-;-p. 3~0. 



be· to i e•re l o:.l the rigorist ~endencies ·which docine.ted 

his l ~ter 1 ~_~n . t 11 n · 1·~ i id t ~h ~ t - -. _,.. -~-- .. i s "-'Fr i;:ings 6 ve ev ence o " e .J.OC 

tho.-;; he wa"" trained i ll !loI!l~.n Le,-,. 
i s earliest wor ks e:drl.bi t all his c.har:icteris

tics --burni n;.; r het oric, i ne:d1 .... us·ti ble vigour, pro
f otu1d lmowlcd[;;e of his -'-;i:rae, r am.ilic.ri ty ,.,1th the 
:;;>ns·i; o.:.. tl t h e books r e c ording i-:;, a.TJ.d also the 
3.{;gres::JivQ aud auihbling spirit traceable in all his 
\•11."'i ti?l0 0 • ';) -

:.rou.i,d t h e y e :::rs 202-203 he joined t he Hontonist aoot 

and r emained in this s chism until his c1eath some,·rhere 

uround the y ee.r 225 . 

Forever a fighter, forever i n a state of n er-~ous 
irrit~tion, a t l ast , not sat isfied with opponents 
ou·ts i de the Church , h e fell foul of t hos e within wl10 
,-,ere lcso he.rsh al'l.d intole1"'ant than himself. • • • 
Thon il.1 t lte name 0£ the Paraclete, he vociferated to 
hi s hec.r-'.;' s cont ent a~ainst second marri3e es, against 
Cm.~i stia.no who bec one soldiers, artists, or officials, 
a.:,ei nzt t hose who did not veil their daughters, or 
pr actise oufficient mortification, and against 
bishop~ .-,hfl. took upon t h em to restore penitents to 
CO!iU'JUDJ. on. 

Duachcone probably hi t s ·t!1e n ::::.il 011 the head in e:::tploining 

To1"'·iiullim1.• :a:; rea son ror joining the I!lontenists when he 

writes: "In t his sect• he ,-,as supreme. In J.frica., the 

•Iontonista were c alled Tertullianists. 115 .At heart Ter

tullian was a :t<iontanist long before he ;Joined the eect. 

To him the Gospel is a rigid law, and the heinous 

3Duchesne, .22• cit., P• 287. 
4 Ibid. 

5Ibid. -



35 

oinner is once i'or ru.l beyond -~ho 1 .. eacll 0£ morcy. 
hrio·I; wi ll pJ.cad no more f or him, mu1 •,re.th shal.1 

come upon hi m ·to ·the u·l;terniost. l!,or~i vonoss is 
not until sevei:!:'.::;y -'.;ices oevo:1.1, hut after Dap·liia1.1 
not ev·en onc e . u 

All his wi .. i •l;i:na o illur;t:rete his le eJ.istic mi nd 7 and "'.;he 

aroat ati .. eos ·.ihich ha placed on God's "pene.J. jus·~ice. n8 

His i nfluence upon Latin Ohristi e.nity is unquestion

c.bl e . 

!!e , ccr·l;ainl.y, i mpart e to Chris~i an ·thought the t 
!,ati 11 ch' .,..actor , ·rhich has dor11:in<l:iiod Woatern 
t hcoloay ever :i,i uc e . ,le c an even di s cover i11 t he 
,-rri"iiii1 .,c o:r. r., .1 .. •t ulli a'l'J. a 0 1.~i t i ccJ. de,relopI!lent i n 
t ho ·tea.chi n.,.,. of Chris ·tiani ty, f'or he reco~izea 
·i;h;;..t it r11uo·li jus ·c:tfy i-'.;s c1a.im a t t he §a1· 0£ ree.son 
as well s.s ,tt t he a}:t..rine of "'i:;he heart. 

!~a tho ·:.eacher o.i CypriGn whose ,-,ri tings m-e con
sul ~ed, even to-d~y, ~s euthoritat ivo, end ~s the 
forerunner of the !Oeat A~tgttstine, h is inf luence 
i s unquostionabl e . 

Cyprian, Ria Lif'o and Influence 

Conccrni n~ t he date of his birth, his birthpl ace, e.nd 

6G,·ret l:yn, £m• ~•, P• 2'38. 
7cf. lle CuJ.t. Fe_. I, 7; De We~. 14; the entire Anoloey; 

the .J2! PD.l.~; J2! ,l>jlenite,atic. r, , , G, & 7; l,4 Uxorom 
II.l; ::md De .. rs.ea. 1Ii.i'cir: ff. ----

8ICidd, 9.Jl• ill•·, P • 32lt-. 

9Jcmos !-Iorge.n, Th.e Importance of Tertulii.tu1. in the 
~evelopment ,g! ChriJLtian Dope. (Landoni Kegan J.>au!'; Trench,. 
:cru.bne1· & do., Ltd., ,:§°'2'8), P• 267. 

lOibid. -
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·11 his family .,.,e know nothing . - Ho is believed to h ave been 

born arov..i:u1 205- 210. Id l;:e Tertullian he \las ·I.ra ined in 

Romon l c.w and was no·ced o.o :i. i' l e.,·riJcr bei'ore his con-

Vo':l. .. o:!.on, which oouiu r od in 24-6 ll,f e. preoby·iier 11amed 

U::!ecilicm. U~lo11 .h:i.c conve1 .. ,.Jio11 he devoted h:Lo li:fe to 

".;ha Cn.ur c• ·· ~d r ose i'ao·t in its hiei .. OJ."chicsl ayotcm. : e 

bee ' e b i c:1op l,Jometi me u£t er c:iunc o_ 2lf.S ..... 7l.d 1.-m.s no.rtyrcd 

on J cpt eub'3:::- l/1-, 2:,0 . I t i s s o.:id iiha.t a fte:;." hio conversion 

he :1c,ror ;e.in r eacl o. s ocular boo_ - , £ 01.. i ·c; i ilnpoosiblo 

t o f i n.a. u aecu.:ta.r g_uoto.tion in all of' his Wl."iti.."YJ.r;s. "ihile 

o•cill i 11 :::cculai .. lii"e he nu.st have acquired a size~ble 

f or·i;uno , £or £1.f tcr 11:· s convcr s:ion he distribu·tod much of 

his i.Tc· . ·i;h @- o~ t e poor and to t ho Church. I·t ,-,as al.nos-.; 

ilm•?edi a.t cl y c.f t er h i s conversion the.t he began hia volumi

nous wr:t ti:ae. odo.y ·the:t•o a.re extant m2.X1Y of his let-tei":;, 

c. 11.umbcr of his t reatisea, a.11d aor4e doubtful ·wri tizlGc. 12 

Cypr i ~Ul di £fer ed much from Tertv.llian a1thoUGh they 

,-,ere ne:..rly con·i;omr>orc..ries and Cyp:t'ien oonstmriily consi

dered Tcrtullim1 lrl.o teacher. Their difi'erence licG in 

tcaperamon::;. Ter tullia.n waa more tll.e ocholer, !loine much 

of .:!.s i'ic;hting ,-iith tl1e pen ro.tller then td.t.u ~·tions. 

Cy1>rian we.o more ·tllo mm1 of o.c·t:1.on. ile wa.s s. born ruler, 

11Those and i;ho followil'lJ £acts on t..i!i.e lif o of Cyprian 
are talton i'rom ::idd, -2.a• oit., PP• 4:;61':r. 

12Thece ·wri ti11Gs are contEdno.d in volume :r1-v-e 0£ the 
,mto-!iicene Fathers, PP• 2G7-G0O. 
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a man of ii1te:t1s e activi·iiy, yert or grave ond winnil1g gentle

ness,~ man of 

princel y di gni t y and perfect temper; ao quick as s:ny 
l awyer, a juclce or man, and as skilf-1.11 an orgMizer 
a r.i uny mere e.ut-pri nce. .:,uch ,-ras OypriD.U. Yet 
oomeho,:,·1 -:.re :i. eel thtt: !.i ue n eve1... Q.Ui to get at the real 
man. Ile moves i n me.ttcrs o:r ad:ministra.tion, and 
"iialcec t he deeper g_ue:YiiicnD f or ;:rai1ted . It i3 not 
n1orel y tha t h e does n o·;: lik e to sti1.dy prinoi~lee: 
he wi ll n o·t f~.ce t hem \·:hen t hey c:-:u.1 £or a decieion. 
Iie t ; 1.:cs h i s sys·t em unex3luinod , cll'ld :ulo't'1s r..ims elf 
·(;o be ab s~:i:bed i n it; end -'c;h e system is not qui "',e 
Ch.1·i s t• s . ;J 

:!i'ol"" t he t ines i n which Cyprian li vcd his per eonali ty 

eui t e d h i p or .fcc·t l y . A ma.11 of ao·tj_o11 c.nd pers i:;tence was 

needed , :md Cypr i an wa.s tht:t sort of me.i1. He •:.m.s gr:>.teftu. 

t o ch:.u1,.;.oe i ·t i f ·the welfare of the Church we.s a t stake. 

f:.nd it wtis tlle ,-,elf are o:r ·the Ohu,:ch that moat oon

carned hi m. Thi s we have s oon previously. In his treatise 

.9.!! tile Uni t]z: ,2! ~ Church he developed this doctrine to 

a degree tha:l. wa s unique for the ti?ncs. Gwe.tlcyn is very 

critical of this new theory: 

Ho did not invent it to meet the needs of the Novatio.n 
oontroverDy, for it in clearly laid down in his 
earliest letters; a.ne indeed there is no sign that he 
over Deriously troubled himsel.f' to think out the ideas 
on which it depends. Ile ·ta.ltea them like et praoticc.l. 
me.n :rrom the air e.'bout him, assumeo them to be not 
onl.y true but sel.:r-evident, a..~d conoorru:J himself onJ.y 
,-;i th t heir 1:>raotical &pplica.tiona. Yet tlley 2.J.•e not 
only new hut essentially hoe.then, though the l!d.achiof 
1s maaked in his o,-m caao by lofty gif'ta of practice.l 
clu-:rity z.n.d com~lete sincerity. Cyprian. is & sa:int
none c:m doubt 1 t-yet hi.a aeneral. oonooption o:r 
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l"elia ion :ts more heathen than Christian. As the 
hea t hen god's :t'a.voui .. i s stric·tly lirn.i ted to -'~is 
,-,orEllipers , oo God ' f4-gJ."t1J.ce is s"arictly limi tod to 
·tho v::.i.s ible ch'tU'c h . 

·fhether G,·:o.t l::yn is l'ic;ht i l'l emyi11.s ·tha t Cyprian• s doctrine 

o.:r t he Churc:i1 is 11cleer1y l tticl d o'\"111 in his earlies t lettc1•s11 

is highly qucc tionabl e . The rorerenceo he ~iveo to support 

this sta.to1ncnt cl.o n o·i:; prove it .:; n the mine.'\ of "'Ghis writer. 

s \·10 sho.11 see :Lo.t or, Cypi"i~.n• o doctri1'le o:r tlle Chlll."Ch i s 

mos t .i'orce:ti lJ.y ~"'1.t1 completely expoundec'l in his letters 

oi x "i;y-1'linc to aove11·l;y-f'i,,c whicl1 ,-re:!:"e \"lri ·i;·ten at the clooe 

of his life bo"'~1ecn 255 and 257, well ef'ter the be~innins 

OJ. 1,orsooutio:a m1cl t_1e ?Tove.tic.n schisn1. 

li.10ll"i;: 

I :n The Un:i."i•z of ·tlle 01.luroh h e ri!altes the :f'emouo state--- ----- - . .,._.. -------~ 
lio cm1 no 101~01" have God :ror f,s -~t her, who he.a 
not the Church for 11.i a mother. 

He preceded ·i;hio sta:liemcnt \·ri th the f'ollo,·ring : 

The spouse of 01".riel"I; cmmo1i be a dulterous; she is 
uncoz•r1.1.pted and i,ure . Ohe kno,·ra one home; she ~a.rds 
wi·i,h chaste r: odes·i;;y the aa."'lcti ty o:r one couch. Sho 
keeps us f or God. She a:ppoi.uta the sons whom she hes 
born for the l:in;.~dcm. !hoeve,r is separated fro:a the 
Church and i a joined t o an ~.dulteress, is sepru.·ated 
f?om the promises of the Church; nor c ~.n he who f'or
s::uc:es t h e Church of Ohri::r', e:ttain to the rewards of 
Chriat16 He is a st:!:"encer; he 1s profe..~e; he io on. 
e11.emy. 

14Ibid, P• 278. 
15cy1lrinn, On t h e Unity of fhe Church, Chaptel.' G, 1n 

f..ntJ!.,-liicene Fat1'!_ers -;edt tedby.. e:xtmder Uoborts (J3uf'f'ol.o: 
!lie Olir!Me.ii'-.r:-itorature Publishing Company, 1886), V, 423 • 

16Ibid. 
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In the epis tles concerni ng beptizi11z ·those retui'"?led from 

aohiame 9 Cyprian atreaeos continu~.lly t hat those outside 

tho Chui~ch do not pooacso the gift of impertin~ t he Holy 

Gpirit.17 

Cypri'll'l ' r:1 c o11ccpt o!: ·ifrie Chuz·ch vi tally af.fectod al.1 

of his c.1octrine and pr a.c·;;ice , especially t:Ce l)ractice of 

acl..,!d:t·tine t he l ~psed il.t·i;o ·i;h e Churcl1 and of reba.ptizing 

tho13c wh o r et-urned f r om schism. 

17cypri ~ 1, ~»ist~ p9.10, i.n ~o:rlx Latin TheolOQ 
(Fhilo.uel phia : Th e ·1cs t mil1s ter Press , 1956), pp.i56-i57 • 



:i:cr·i;ull:!.!'J.1' a Tcachingo ori. Ponr.:1'lce 

Te1--·tt'!.llio.11 • e ·licn~oh:i.i.'lg s Ol1. penance &.1.~o oonteined pri

mt1ril y i l'l ·1'"\'10 of his uri ti.."l.Gs , .Q.:g_ •• e-Pente.nce1 and £ln 

! qdes.tt. 2 The Latin name f or -',.;he :i'.:'irot i s p_q ja~j1"fiic. end 

i s \Ulc.loul,-~c .. 'l.ly o. pre- Hontanir;:;t ;,,;:;:-i tin:~, 1:1hile t he Lo.tin 

n~ c for ·the l c:t·lic r i c De ·1'lu<ii c i·tia m1d ,-rt'.S t-r.ri ttoi: o.Zter 
~ 11o111.• ....... -.........--- ,, 

218 ·wl1on 1:crtulli ml joiuGcl ·tl1e I•Iont~viiat sect.3 

- cr·i;ulli ... 1' s cloc·li:i:·i:nc or r>cn~1ce i::s l .inked qui ·te in

~O!>'' bl y ·.-.,:i. t h h i s icloua on 'baptiom. Oonsequo11.tly some 

m::,ri;c2"ii:!l uh.:i. h belon! c in t h e nc:::ct oh~pter \•dll of l1ececsi·ty 

be contro.110 i !l th:1.o cha..p·te:i.?. 

t'!i ;;1c t he i nfl i.'!.cnce ~1hich ·the p el ... seoutiono • lc1 the le.paed 

Ilic \'n·i "iii·ic; .Qn !i,qg_osty wao IilOtivc.ted by tho ot1ict oz 

----------
1Found in .l\nte-.Hiceno P~thei•a, edi tod by J • Roberts 

(Bui':tcl.o: ~ho OL-•iat!a..,i' titcra ture Publishing Coopany, 
1886), III, G57-G66. llorenftcr ci tod L'.fJ AJ.lli' , !II. 

2Found in Anto-1iicene Fatherc, edited by A • . oborto 
( i11.tffclo: The Clu.•istian titoraturo Publiohil1g Compe.ny, 
188G), IV, 71:-101. l oroo£ter citod eo .:iJ...~, I V. 

31 •• Clovcl:md Coxe, ~, III, 11. 
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the "Po1rii:Lfoz ·u.v.:unu:s" (i.e., t he bishop of Romo); "I 

rcr.ai t, to ~uch as hove dicchurged ( t l1e requir omo11ts of) 

l."Cpcnt anoe, t10 oi..71::: bo t h o~ nduJ.t _:i. .. y e.nd of :t:ornicc.tion. 11'1-

Th:to ,-,~o like t lu:-o,·1i·1c hot coal~ o.i" :fire on h:Ls head. 

Tor·i;ullie.n' o s t r ict e.nd l ege.lio·!;ic tem:per:.,m011t mu.do hii-n 

deolc.re "th:~;t t hese \·101'"e ·i;wo cil!E which coul.d neve~ be for

~ven by t h e Oht.u ·ch . Thos e \'Tho l.aps ed. r.lurint~ ·~he pel.'"socu

tio:na of .;e·;;crtu:J ru1d ·•aracelle. must wive pointed up end 

develo1>e d ·i;h i o c1'loraJ.. d i i--ec·tion of hirJ t:hinkins and his 

ei, ent ual o,,,i t ch ·to :•Iont"-ni:sm. Tlrl.a beco111e s ovm1 moro 

elem.• as we c :::c dno his i de2.a on pona..--ice. 

''llo bes·i; W"'-Y ·i; de t orn i.ne Ter"i.ullian • s concept of 

penance i ~ t o f ollow his G.rglll"'l!en·t in .Q.n. I!.cu>entm1C?£• He 

be~••i no by otat;tu~ t hat t:ru.e repent::.u1ce is divine, originated 

by Go~ :::111d sub j ect to l i s l aws. 

J. z ood de ed h , a !l•o'1 os its debto1.•, just as en evil 
h~s too; for a juuge is~ rew~~der o~ every ocu~e • 
. Tel l, oi r,c c , God eto Jude e presi<.ies over the o:,~ctinc; 
antl m i :..·r t ~:1.n i11c 0£ ju:.Jticc, :.•;hich to I-fin is nost 
cleer; &"ld nincc it i c ,-Ii ti on eye ·i;o justice -;;h::t.l'G He 
a.!)pointo s.ll the sum o:t rlia diso:1.pline, io tllero 
roor.1 .f 01.. c.oub·i;i?15 tho.t, just o.a in al.l our c.icts 
tmivorsru.ly, so ru.oo in tho caoe of repcmtci1ce 1 
jucticc mu3·t be rendered to God'?-\-1hich ditty c:m 
indeed onJ.y bo ftu£illed on tl1e condition t~t 
rep e11t::i11ce be brou!;ht to bea.r onJ.y on oine. 

Sin is 11 th!lt £:x•om wldch God hids us abstein. n6 Ile enlar~os 

-------
4TertuJ.l1an, On rlodesty. in lilfll', IV 1 74. 

Oall:!.stus who w~:s b!sliop of Romca fl'O!!l 218-222. 

. 5Tortull1~, 2n, lopentenco._ ~. III, 6,SS. 
6Ib1d. 

This io 
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upon thia by catetiorizin sin into t\10 partss 

The cource ..-,honco oins are named 11 opiri tu:il." end 
1100;,:poreru." is -th e f act -thc.1.t every si2'l ic cl mutter 
ei·ther or 1.1.o"'c; or else 0£ thought: oo ·that what is 
il1 dee t~ io 0 cor· ,oret-.11 " bec:aur,e a deed• liJr:e a 
bo<ly, i::; carJc.blo of l>ein6 seen and touched; "rh.:lt is 
i n ·the :. inc.'!. is "cpiri tual," bec~use z1,iri t io nci thc:r 
aeen no~ h nal cd: by which coneidcration is ohO\ffl 
iih:'.l.t c.in::; not o:r ucod m'JJ.y, but of \-n.71 too, ~o ·to 
be s hunned, r.nd l>y r enentanoe pui•0 E:Jd. · 

Rar,e1r'GCJ.1ce c en L-,,cluclc all sins: 

2o tll s i n~ , t i e11, commi ·1:i;e d wh ethc1.. by :i:"J.esh oi'" 
Gl1il•i ·c;, 1:rh e·thor b;; ce<l or wi11, t h e s cme God uho 
ht,.s des tinec. penal:i.y by moa...'?'l.s of ju<lgi.1!ent, h €'.s gi·i:hal. 
enco..:~ccl to c;rm.1".; :oo.rcJ.o:a by r.1ec1•u3 of ropen·tcwce. 

The o:r __ oc·ii o:t "!:his x•cpo11iio.nce ia c. reooncil.iation "t-:i tll God: 

·-o:. , .-11~•:li I ::my i s ·t 1i a , tho.t ·tho i"opentauce ·.,hich, 
being GhO'\"T.ll us 3lld 0 0 1'!1.ill.rulded UG thl•OU!,;h God' 8 gl"ace 
1•oc ...J.l c u:J -'i;o :.:race: with t he Lo1•d, when onoe 1e~ed 
c.?'ld tu1der "'.;o.J.i:en by us o~t nevc9 atterwa:rd to be 
c._~collcu by repetition of $ill. 

It i c in 1n .. p tisll ·i;h u.t t he sinner o£Zors llic first 

repc11:iw.nce -'.;o Goe. r.:.l'li.l receives his t.'irr;t f orfiivcnccs.10 

::?or tr..io reo.aon baptism is very im!>O:tttant to TertuJ.1i.rm 

a.no. m1.1st he entered upon by- the sinnei" w:f.-"lih the ut-m.oat 

reveronco and px•a:,lara·~ion. He :rebw~ee those ;.rho coneide:r 

tho voriod before b~ptiem ~s n period ~or hnvina the 1ust 

flinti of sin be.for e commi t·i:iing one• s 11.f'e to Goda 

i•ioreovcr, a p:t"coumptuous conf'idenoo 1n ba.ption 

7Ibid, P• 659. 
8Ibid. 
9Ibid, :i?• 660. 

ioibid, P• G61. 
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int1 .. oduceo ::.ll !cind o:t vioiot.'!.S del.ay and torgi
vex·onti on , d •iih 1·egorcl to repentance; fo1--, i'celin! .. 
sure oi' tu1,loubtm.l purdo:n of ~=.heir oins, men m<:u.\.71-
'l.•;hil e o"i.ocl. t lle i ~ t c:r,,,-cn i 11g time, .. llld me.kc it for 
themselves i n·to a holidcy-tirae f or s:i.l".ninG, r ather 
'lihm1 ~ ·time ±:or l arni:t1.::; not to sin. Furtho1 .. , 
ho·w i nconsi c t ent i G i t ·i:;o o:cpcct p::u:-don of s:ins 
( to b e "·ro..'fl·liod) to a r epent ance which ·i;hey ho.vo :not 
f t(!-f illed ! • • • • li'or repon tai;""l.oc ic t h o price a t 
,-rl ich ·tho £or :I. ho.o dc 'l:e:i:-:minad to ::;:.,-,a.rd pardon. • • •11 

Tor tul lia:.1 cmpho.cizes t ho i mportent point "lihe:&i ·:.:1e tmst not 

·tlii- ~ · ,hnt '-od i o obli ~ ed t o oi"f ol" .forgiv eness opus 

oncro.t tun upon •i.ho r o1len·iiance of ·i;lle s ini.,.e:;. .. : 

Bu -"li so:i.: e thi?",l- ns i f God ,-mre ;.mdor .:!. 11eceosi ty of 
bostowinv ev en on ·i;he unt1orthy, wh at Ho l:w..c ong3oed 
( ·to FI-,TC-J ,ii :ncl tl1ey t ll.rll I!is liberal.i ty i nto 
Glc:-\rory. _,_ 

:rto~ t ho r , ont e.nco of baptiam there is only one more 

1•ope11t unoe ·o wh:i.ch a Chri otiai1 c :-.n go i! lle is again 

_ouml i 11 oi n . T!lc mechc...'lics of ,,hia reyent:.nice Te:?.·tullian 

deccribeo : 

The ll:ll'rm •1g r, -"i;hen, the ephore of e.ction of this 
0 O0O11u. OJll'i on1y (:t>om.c.ifl.i.~-;) repentance, ·the lllOre 
l aborious is it0 probntion; in order th..~t it m~ not 
bo e J:ilibi "iiod i ·1 t he conscience e.l.011g , bu·i; m._:y like
w:l.~e b .a c~.rried out in oome "extorncl.11 act. Thie 
o.o·t, which i s .nor e u s t1.clly expressed auci comt'lon1y 
s poken of un er a Gr eek n e:me is "E ;o.Mo,\/Jy>r•t-s , 
whereby we confes s otu• sins to t ~u> Lord, not indeed 
as i:f !ic ;,•rere 101.orant of them, but inesmuch cs by 
con~esaion oatiofaction is settled, 0£ confession 
repe11tonce is born; by 1."epentm1ce God is :.,.1lpeuod. 
:ncl thus oxollloloe;csis is a diGcipline foi" ncn' ::; 
prostre:GiOl'l ~~d l1umilio;iiif,, enjoin~ & do1!leonor 
calculated to r.iovo ~orcy. 

12Ibid·. 

13Ibid, p • 66L:-. 
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~hie repente.nco is to be o.coo1npru.1ied by certain out\·rord 

acts to m::.-J,:o Gttre ·tha:c the s in.."'ler is sincere. 

With 1•oe;aru f'..ls o to the very d:resa and f ·ood, it 
cowunntls ( 1;1,e p e11iJc.en·t) ·co l.io in sc.oltcl.otl1, a.nd 
ashes, ·to cover h i s body in 1nourning , to lcy hi s 
apiz-i t l.ow ii'l co:;:•ro ·!a, to e:.ce:hange i'or seve:re tree.t
:rne11Jc; -'.;h e ::.:ins ,-,h.icl h e h ::ls corumi·~ted ; mo:?"eo'\.rer ·to 
kno,,, no :rooll en " driru;: bu-'r; si1ch c s ia pl:nn • • • to 
feed p~3yero on factingo, to g-~oe.n, to weep e.nd 
01.1:~cr ies ••• to bow before t he foot of the 1>reabyte~s, 
and lc.~eel to God'o de::!r ones •••• Therefore, ~nrllo 
it o.b cos t 1e J;la.'1, it rniaes hi?n; ,·rllile it COVCl."S 
him. ·•Ti t h i3g_u;;-.lo:r, i·t rendci"s him !nore clean; ,-,hile • 
it e.ccu,rns, i·t e:ccu.ses; ,-,hi1e it condemns, it. e.bsolves.14 

I11 9n EQ.@.efJiil " Tertullia:n. dist inquiehes between. two 1::indl3 

of sins. 

·,to .:t~ree t h c.~t the c o.uGes of ra-pmrte.nce .u--o :li.11.a. These 
,-,e d i-i:ic c i rd;o ·i;,.•10 issuee; some will be remisai'p,le,. 
oo .. c i:i:-ro: -i.aaiiJl.e : i:n aocor d:n1co wherewith it i.rl.ll be 
dot1.b·b ... 1.1j _ t o no one ·i;hc:t :;;ome deserve chustisemenJli, 
so 10 coademna"'liion. .h"'very :sin is clisch· r 5e e.ble ei thel"" 
by p -,,.. -on O!' else by pen:~ty: by pe.i--don as the resu1t 
o:r cl10.stio:r:w.01r·, 1 by penalty ~ the l.'eoul t o:r con
dem11e tio11. :J 

l:'l.~om t his r>o.aea~ e cor·i;~.in proble.."lle ti.rise ~,bich heve re

cei vod much nttcntion .from soholers~16 The probl.ems are 

these: ( l) Does Tertulli:::ll hero che.nge his mind e.i'ter 

coming over to f!-::ontan:Lsm imd bel:Love no\'1 that there s.re 

certain u.."lrort i veable sins ,-,hich even penance cannot wipe . 
ll'i.Ib"., ~-
15Tertull.ian, On,Modeety, ~. IV, 76. 
16R. c. Mortimer, The Origins of Privato Penance iD tl1~ 

\'iestorn Church (OxZord:~o Clarendon Proea,, l.939) iiiioe 
<letalrod discussiO!l of -~his prob1em on pat~eo 6 to 22 • 
!!e1•e wo shc-:.:J.l only st':°to the prob:Lem and !,lortimor' s con
clusions. 
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auo.y? (2) ·,rorc ·there tl10 l:indG of penanco £or "'.;hose two 

different kinds of r.dns? (3) Is thore evidence here that 

we :ilreac1y- hav e t h e begi l'..nin~o of a private penQllce? The 

conclttsio11s o:r rior·i;imer on ·!;h cse problcma ere as f'o1lot-;s: 

There wa:J cer·liainly e. diatinc-tion between 1esser 
El inc c..na grave or 1:1.orttl aino. But there is no 
sug5cst i o11 oz dif:f'crent ltinds of pene:nce. Either 
.. ul were s tth.ni t ted ·to ·the one public pena.'Ylce, or 
t he l ess er s i ns reauired no ecclesiantical ~enance 
e:ii ell. The:rc i s no evi<le11ce f or ' t h e ce~tigatio 
01" cenm.u."'o .fol l owed by abaolu-'l#ion of' ,-1ID..ch Gc:,-t"Ier 17 speak~ , or .i'or o...'t'J.y o~i;her f'o:1.'m o~ vrivato _ on.:u1ce. 

In Ter·tu-li~ ' s wri tins 231 ,t&,desty there i c a. notice

able chru1ge i n 11:!.s concept of' penc.n.ce ,-,hich l•ef'leots his 

I•:ontmli:ri: inf l uonoos. e denies that fore;ive11ess c21.n ever 

l>c :;iven by bish opa ~nu priests :!.n the Chui .. oh • 

.,'\nd accoriiine;ly 11 tllo Church," it is true, ,·Till ror
give ci n.., : but ( i ·i.; \•;ill be) the Church of "'\ihe Spirit, 
b:, me ::u.10 of a sp:i.ri ... ,t1e.l aan; not ·liho Church ;.rhich 
COll C.d s "'i.o of· C. nm her oi' biC~lO!)S. For -'.;he rie;ht 2nd 
~.1•bi tra,nent i c ·th e Loi"cl' o, n.o·I; t ~-:.e servcn"'u' s ;. God's 

i mscl ~ , not the prieot• s . 10 

One more point wo mu.at add before leavi."ttg Tcrtullian's 

co11cept of pe?µ'!l'lce. This is hia vio\·t on the letters ··r.hich 

UJ.E'.r•iiyro ;•,roto o.boolving fallen si1u'lers :from repentE".noe • 

. \a o. co11·liinue.t io11 o:r the above pasacge Tci•tul1ian _zoos 011 

to say: 

But y.ou ,.;o so fo:r o.o to le.vish this "power" upon 
martyrs ·-n. tlleJ.1 lSo sooner h~ t1llY one, &etint?: on 
a y1•eco1'lcei ved c.rrangemont, put en the boncls--
( bonds), moreovor, ,-,hicll, in the nominal. c1.1atody nOl-r 
in vogu.o, .n-e soft onea--the-~ adu1terers beset him, 

17Ibid , D• 22. 
18Ter·tulliv..n, 0~ Hoclea·~., ~. IV, 100. 
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~ornicato~o Gain access to him; inata..~tly prayers echo 
E"..rO'lmd him; ins t ru1.tly l')OOls of teari:; (from the eyos) 
of ".J.l ·lille pollutctl st.ll.'i .. ound him; nor e.re thoi·e mry
who arc I oJ.•c dili ont i n pt1rc h ~s i n g entr3.."1.Ce inJ.;o t h o 
1>1·:i.son t h n.n t hoy \•th o hn.·17e loot ( t l1e .fellowohi"?> of) 
-',he Ohurcll ! • • • •,·rho pormi ts mQl'l ·l;o condone t o.:i'ellcoc) 
·which t-.re -'.;o ba reserved f o:t• God , by t·1hom tho~e 
( oi"i'enoc .., ) h av e b c::en co:nde:mned ,:ri-"chou·t diachc-.rge , 
which n o·t even a.pos ·i;les ( so .fai" as I k:110\'1) :rgmartyi'"s 
,-Ti t hat ·;;hemsclv ea--h~v e j1.ulged con<lone.ble? 

From ·i;h e above di ocussion wo can su.nmarizc Tertul.J.ian' a 

belief's on p en .:nce e.s .follows: (l) I z'! baptism mm'l per

formed. hie :ti:i ... s ·t i•upent:.;m.ce .,;nd :reocivecl f'orgivene3s f'or 

all r:dnc ·l;ho.t he lla d com.1:rltted; (2) .After ba.ptism thore 

romainocl only one ~.c1di ·ti cnal. repentt\.'l'lCe cal.led ex9:cioloe;esis; 

( 3) hether t h i r.; ropont:mce was for a:Ll sins or onl.y for 

e;"L"uve 0 1• moi.·ta l ~1ins c annot bo estauliahed from the evidence; 

(L{. ) Cc1~•~ai1 1.,eno.nccs uere imposed on tho ro1,entent in 

exomolo0osis but "· reuul.ated sysiiem of pen:mces ia not in 

ev-.i.do::.1ce. 

Cyp1•i1;1_""l I s !Ceachil1e;a on I>eni:!.'"lCe 

Cyprie.n•~ concept 0£ penance is !i.nt1mnte1y linked 

with "'.;ho l :.!.psod. In thio disciwsi011., therefore, the pra

cedine; :naterial de::u.ilig -::ri th tl'lo peroecutions nu.at 

be !tept clearly in "ilind. It ,-rill. be necese~y to repeat 

e.t tir11oa whet has gone before but wo ,-rill endec.vour to 

lee op this at a ni nil?lum. 

Cyprian'a o&rl.y co11cept of 3>enanco is very- aim1ar 

to that \'thich had boen hm1ded do,·m to him :Crom !rortul.11an. 
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\'ie f i rct hear of' "i:h i o w'hen C~,r.orian ,·rri t os to his cl.argy 

1n Ca:i.~t hae;e c on c,erni n.g a number o:r pr esbyters •rrho were 

granting ·tho :Eh:.oha.ri :3i; t o s o,r:ie l.a1;sod bc:tor0 t hey h a d done 

penru1oe and receiv ed t h e 11.-ip o ~d·i.i on o:r h ~.nds f rom ·the 

bishop . ·::e c :m a.1., oat c or'ii::Linl.y cst1cs s t hat i;h c pr esby·t er s 

who wore 8"\til"'i:y oi• "cv..is ·wer e ·l;h o z e f i v e ,-rhom we hav e met 

be.tore , i ncluding no,, e.tuo 0 1d Felic:tss i ous . These °t'rords 

of Cypr i o.n m.·o cont ai ned in h i a ni nt h 1ctter: 

Por cl:thot1gll i 11 omall e1.. s i ns s i1mers mey do 9 enanc e 
tor a set ·t i1:1c , ·::i:i.tl :ai.ccordi ng to the rv.J.es of dis ci
pli ne come to public oonfes3i o11, an.<-l by impos i t ion 
of t he hand of the bis!lop and cler gy r eceive t ho 
r i uht o:r comt'luni on : now ;-r.Lt h their time s till. un.
fulf i l1cd , ~'li1o perseou~ion i s s til.2 r a.ginr; , while 
the pea.co of t he Cl!w.'ch itself i o not yet rcstor,ecl, 
t h ey ai."C ao.mi tted -'.;o communion, a.'lld t heir n ame is 
preeentcu ; 2.11 d ·while t he penance i s 11ot yet per:ro:t'Tiled , 
conf cacion is no·t yet inatle , the hands of t he bishop 
and cle:.t"GY are not yet 1~ 8 U}lo n t hem, the ouchari s t 
i s !.,i v en t o ·th om; • • • • 

Cypri~.n c.l oo ·wr ote Cl. l e"i;t cr t o t h e c oni"oes orc a t 

t he clergy to r ec e i ,, e t h es e l apsed ba cl:: into t he Church 

be.fore t he persecuti on w:is over and before each l.o.peed 

could be i nt erviowed s epc.r3"1iely :::.nd given a. apecific pen~ ce. 21 

The k inds of pene.~oes imposed a.ro not mentioned. 

I n llis early epi o·t l ea Cyprian ·takeo a very strict view 

20cypr i~.n, B iatle I X, A21te-Nioene Pather a, edited by 
A. nobcrts (Buff~ o: ~he--iJhristian Literntl.tro fubl.iohing 
Co:ipany, 1086), v, 290. liereo.f'ter cited as ~ . v. 

21cyprirm, E~iatlo ! , .:Y.!l, V, 290-292. 
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t0\'10.rd ~ 'e.nti ::; :t•es ·cora·t:i.or,_ to tho 1i:.psod. lie received 

t his opi:i1io:n fror, e r•.rlior practi.ce L"l the Church , ospeciel.ly 

from Te1•·f;ul lian . ..:oon howevf?r :!:t bee ~me clear t o Oy _ ri&-i 

tha:'i; ·t h i s •Jolicy oould .not be continued. The number of' 

l a.psed l-ec.ct10 so e:re nt thc.t it io ei;tima.ted -;;J.1.c.t more J.;h~.n 

one hc:J . .f of ·~ho Ci.11 .. istim-ic a t Cm .. t h~.._.1e :f' elJ. inJiiO this 

c~.tcaory . 22 To Z11eci; this si tua.t i on he outlined e. ne\'1 

policy o:J' cleal:~na , r.it 1 ·the l o.psed which i.-,es to l."emnin in 

effect as lon a uo he r·ema.ined in exile. 

CY1>r i a.n wz·ote three pu~tora.l letters from his place 
oi' r.e ·G1·eat: one to the con£eoso1."s , e:i:hortfnG them 
to c iv·e J.ibclli only to the le.peed wh ose penm.nce 
W3"" nec.ri r:.:,; i ta completion (1ettcr 10); the s eco·1d 
°\'ta:i "'.;o hia priests, abso1ute1y forbiddi11g them to 
reoeiv n ... :r oi ·i;h e l aps e d i...~·to coJID.nunion on their 
o ·m .. :t.t'th o.L i ·i;y ( l e ·l:tel'" 9) ; the ·third letter was to the 
people , -=;.c1vi s :lng p~tionce, peac·e, a:.uil obedie...,ce to 
·the b i :-,.,? o:p ' □ c.uthori ty (le·i;"'cer 11) ~;; 

The tli r ec·,ivcs o:f Cyp:?"is.n in ·these 1 ettcrs n.re further 

at1plii'ic<l by !-'.:i dd: 

He proposed, .first, ·to reserve f!...11 c ases of 1apsi, 
regr.:rdl ess of libell~ Iaoi~, till Councils 0£ 
Bish o,1>a , ut :t!ome e...">ld.... Carthage (e1>. 15), sho-v.l.d 
a:fter t ile j:>ersecuiiion, l ay do,m the terms of :tte
a.~iss :ion ( ev. 20. 3); second , .:chat biahops, ·.rl th 
c1o~gy nntl. lai:ty o.:-; oistil1 g , should t han inveGti
gate e tich c aGe on i·ts me:i. .. its, e.nd tha.t, on the 
ful1 c onfession of the ~eni tent, bishop and clo1 .. e;y 
s hou1a , i£ ~atisfied, gra...~t readmission by inposi
tion o:f h :m a (e-o . 17); third, that meantime libelli 
na.ois, Biven by Confessors, should be recogni~ed so 

22:B. J. Kidd, ... Hietorz g_g_ the Church to .1.. D. 4Gl 
(Ox:f'ortl: The c1.1.renc!on .Pross, """"I'9'z!T, i, 444-;-' -

23.Ferna.nd 1•iourret, A l!isto;rx of ~ _Catholic Clmra)l., 
translated by !tcv. Nowtoii !1.'hom1'>son ""Ts~ouio: llerder 
Dook Co., 1946), I, ;92. 
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fC'.r a.a thr:.t those who h e.cl 011e mi c;ht bo reeA.ra:l. ·i;ted 1n 
~ t ::-r.·m=l!!'! by -~iiy pre::iby·iie r OJ." ev c!l b: c-. d e u.0011 ( ep.,28), 
uu;r·:;n~·i; ·chose who h .d n ot, mu.o·I; oven ·i;hen bo rd.mpl.y 
co1m..emled. to tl.!.c .forgiJ.t1,nce:;, of Gou wi·iihou:li reacmiasion 
to co:~m.1.u1ion on cm•"'i;h . · 

LL~tcr on Cy9r i £>.n e bodi ed tho:::o sCJ!la idec.s in r..is t!."eetisa 

!2 l c.ucd E1 ._., 1icl1. h e ,-r ...... oto i n nc.:i:·ch of 251 rigl1t befoi·e ro

tur .. i nc; f rora er::11c . 25 

!i.i'·te:r .uo c,;trU(Jo{:;l e and t ?lo ·wi .. i ting o:C ::-. co:iaiue1•ablc 

?L'll..'?1.bor o~ lette ·s2G Cyp:-eiCJ'l achieved w1i t ir at Carth~,.ge and 

gcr1er cl c.cccp·cru:1ce of j1.:.a princiylao i.11 his h ome biah o_pric. 

~h o .:u'f D.i r. scet1e,, set·:;led :tor t l1e n~·esent. .1Lll the 
1 ,_,.,p,:ie .;,xc ep·~ deo.·tb.- atric:'iter.1 persons, however e.n,ed 
with l'i~ "'iiyi•s ' papers , oven. ,.,1ergy pen1 tently roa.dy 
to rc•i;ii ... ·1 to t heiz· cllert;v , ,·ter.e r eserved f or the . 

cci~io~,.,,of t he or~a11ic uutllori ty--the united E:s,is-= 
cop, .. :Ge . 

~•,'hen -:!yp::i:•i l:n ret urned from e:tila itl .:\p1"il of 251 he 

ke_ t :Ci ~:a 1>ro~ _ae: ~ ,.:. t: :.llcd .::. council of :orth .1.1'ric:m 

biallope · . .r.il.j.ch i o l:nown as ·i;h e ·~irst vo1.u10il o~ Ca.rt!1e.::;e. 

I-~ met f?m , ril t o June. 20 It tl i ocuseed three queotio11s, 

t he co.so cf Felicis:;inms , ·the 1--iva:t Cf'.ndicl::.teo a t !?oao 

a.vic1 roi11a to:ting ·t;110 l ~pae:>d . T.ho 1t:\s t of t ileae dee.la 1.,;i th 

pena..~ce and Jypri .:?J"1 ' s concept of it. The decioions of the 

council are oont~..inad in Oyprien' s epistle number 51. 29 

24.ltidd, 22• 5?Ji!•, P• 444. 
25Ibid, P• 445. 
26Epiat1es 25, 26, 43. 3, 30, 31, 32 and 3'1-. 

· 27E. :1 . ~enson, Jy8~ian, .liif Life, ilia Times, lli.s ',1ork 
(London: r-Iacmi1lc.n ,md0111pany, 897), 1~ 

28•·14" -" t .r~ a. , .!?.ll • .2.:.... , p • 
29 AllF , V, 327-3.3.S'. 
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The council " u.op ·i.cd ·the roJ.1ouing decioions: 111lirat, tha t 

the lipo~+~ .R.?Cis granted by t he Oonfecsore to the lcp$ed 

should :;;1o·i; be t, ·e!1 into a ocount, bu·:: t ha t e ach c aoe , u.!,on 

pen,mce do11c , should be f;One i 1rlio. on its morH:o, ,-ri ·i;ll ::-e

fia?'d 11ot onJ.y to ·the facto but to :motives Qnei ina.ucei:.1on t s" : 30 

••• n o1." yet • • • should the cenauro o'Z ·i;hc Gospel 
l1e r cl ..,"i:ao. , so "ahn.t ·they n1igh·t r sslll.y rush to coamunion, 
but ·l;hclt 1--epcu1t o.nce ohould b.e long protracted, mul the 
po.torna.1 cleiacncy l>e 001--rot·1:fu.lly besouaht, and "lihe 
ca$ca , tmd the wiohos , :md the necessities of indi
vi<luc.J.s be o,::c.mi11ccl in"liO a.cco:::."ding to wh~t is con
t o.i:::ied in a. li·Gt l e book, which I ·truet h as C OJllO to 
you, in wh~.I,1 -"ahe aevei .. al hee.da of our clecis:!.ono are 
collec ·tot.. . :J 

"Socoud , that ·the libe~=t:_s:~i . .C.! ahould be tliatin{;"tU.Shed £rom 

·i;he .Q.!!O~:j.i':}._g_e,ii• The former, beinz l oss guilty, should 

be E'.dn1i t ·tc<.1 0110 by ono to i .. econoiliotion, after pone.nae. 

Ths l·it·,er ,.-,ez·e t o do pm1mice a.11 thei1" lifetime, but 

,-,ould b resto1"ed ~ .9.c1.ret~. if they !lad continued peni

tent to the e11d . 11 32 

Antl there.fore it. ,-,a s decided , dee.rest broth.er, the 
c ase of' en.oh i ndi viduD.1 h iJ.ving bee:u exar.ained il1to, 
th~t t he receivers of certificates shouJ.d in tho 
me .. mti !i1c be :::.dm.i ttec.'i. , thc.t t!looe who h c.u. aecrifioed 
slloul ,., be ... ssisted at death, because there is no 
001feseion il1 the nl ~oo of the dopQrted , nor cm1 
a.,-,y be oonctr'linecl- by us to ~epent.mce if the fruit 
or i•epent ~ ce be t:!l..:en e.wey. ;J:, 

30.r.• d ,. i"'- 1, r::1 
!l..J. ( ~. .22• o • .,.t• ' p. ....:, • 

31o)·prian, ·11ictle l,I. 6, .!\n!, V, 328. 

~2Kidd, ll• cit., P• 451. 
33cyprie.n, EpiotJ.e LI.17, ,m, V, JJl. 
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nThi1•d, "iihoao who ht!!J rei"u.sed p en:a21ce t il..l death chould 

die 'Q..."lreetoi"cd; f'or thc.t would me~ tha t fear, end not 

sorrow, h o.1 ui'"iven •i:hem to aol: f'o1· 1"eadmisoion. n:54 

.ti?ld t h orei'oi•e, dearos·i; b r othc1", \'/ft hnve decided 
tha t "th.cee ,,,110 do not :t'cpc:c1t, . :!.Or ive evi·denco of 
oorro,; ::-01."' ·theii.. 3 i 11.~ ·:ti th their whol.e heart, e.nd 
,-1i·th mo~i feat 1>roi'eas ion of their l.::llilent :ation, are 
to .bu absolutely rectraincd from the hope of com
muni on o.nd ~oace if they befli n to boz for the~ in 
·the :mi dst of s iclmess ~md peril; b e c ause it ia not 
r epen·t~1ce f'or s i .n, but the ,-,:.n--ni~ of urgent death, 
tll .... t d:i.."iv·o~; ·t h em. -'~o e.3lq aJ1a. he i D ~1ot wor t hy to 
rocei vc c o11sol o.·;;ion in uo· th w·10 hes not re.fleeted 
·i;ha:t ho i.illr~ e.bout ·to di e .;,~ 

"i?ourth , clerics tho he., l .pscd t-1ould b e deposec1 : t h ey

~;ould "'.;hen ~s l DN!JLen pc.ss t :hrough the orclec.1 of J2_:<o@o,lg,-

4oui o ui·thou.·;-; hope: of :rsi nst e:i:ioment in their che.rc e, a 

deci:;;:.on, observes "ypri e..n, i n wllioh vornelius nnd -the 

e ,i :.:,c opc:iic u·i; l a.r•··o concurred. 1136 

These deci sions stood until t he .,econd Council of 

Oart ho.e - 1,et in I-lay of 2~2. 37 Tlle decisions of thio 

council m. .. e con·i.c::.ined i11 Cypri _.n• s epistle number 5;;.38 

In thia council. E~ general. :.mmesty was grai1tec.i. to el.l the 

l o.psod . The rorulon for aucll ac-'cdon \·1a.o ·the threat 0£ a 

3' '"Kid , -2.a• cit., P• l!-51. 
'!'r,: 
~~Oy~ri2ll, Epistl.e LI.2~, ~, v, 333; 

;SGKidd, .2a• cit., PP• ll-51-452. Thia is Epis·l:1e 67.G 
according to recl~oninc of .Kidd. 

37K:Lcld, .2J?.• cit., P• 462. 
-a ::, All, \", 336-338. 
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But now, ,·,hen we oee tho.t ·the dey o:r another trouble 
:LG again 1>c~inninc to draw near, anu e.re u<.bnonished 
by frequent · nd reJ>eo.ted i 1i-timations tha.t we ahould 
be !)ror,ared and a-t'mo -£oi'" the stru~clo ~-,hich the 
eneray annotmcee ·to us, th~t we should a.lao proparo 
·i;he people co~ ttcd to uo by clivine oondesce11sion, 
by 01.u· e::r..hor·i;a",ion s , m1d gathez· to3ether fron all 
P'· ~ts cul ·i:;lto ool dier s o:f Chris·t who desire ai"'ms , e.,,-,.d 
are tuu:ious i'or t ho battle 1:1i thin tile Lord' a ca.mp : 
under t!1c com u1sio11 o.r thi:; necessity, ,:,e have 
.decided tha·;; peo.ce :La ·t;o be g iven to t hooe ,-,ho have 
no·t wi t!ldl .. c.wn. f rom the Church of the Lord, but hc.ve 
not ceeseu rom the :Cirst day of their lapGe to re
pent, c.i1d to l ament, c.~d to beseech the Lord; •••• ,9 

At thio council ·tho bi shopa distil1quiahod between t·1ooe 

who ho. 'f r e turnc t o ·I; c \'Fo:rli!. end m·e li,,-:lng "he3.thenish 

live:::" o:i:- hzi:vo ~~or1e ovez· to heretica or schierac.tics, ·1."'ld 

bct·,reon thooc who ho.cl l."cponted of .,Ii. eir l apse irm.11cdit~tely 

r..i'tor it . 40 I n thi:::; opiEtle ,,e aJ.so soe Cypric-.n' s. oonc~pt 

of the Ch t.u"clL :i.n:tlue?1cinrt his concept of penance: 

·!or l e t CJ."'ly one a rJ.y, 11 th.c t he who occepta raca.rtyrdom 
i e b:,.p·iiis ed i n his otm blood, and peaco is not 
ncccsso.ry t v hirJ froa the bishop, since he is obout 
to have t h e pea.co o:r his Ol" - glory, e.ud about to 
~eceivo a ~ cuter reward from the oondcacenaion of 
·i;h.e Loid. " Pirs·~ of ell, he c annot be f:i tted £or 
mctrty:r u.ora "i:1:10 ia not o.rmed :tor the contcot by ·i;hc 
Church; and his spirit is deficient which the 41 J~uohc.ri st roceived does not raise and stimulate. 

Oypricn,.-c concept of pon:mce can be mu::1am~i~ed oo 

follows: (1) H:1a ~ttitude significnntly chnll.[;e f'roo 

atrictnoss to leniency as tho number of l o.1,00d inorecsed1 

( 2 ) The lapsed oxoorMmnicated themselves automatically by 

39cyprian• Enigtle LIII11 1 ~- v. 337. 
40cyprian, E;eiatle LIII.2, &!l, v, 337. 
41oyprinn, Epistle LIII14, ~-v, 337. 
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by their l epse; (3) The l apceu could repent, and could be 

readmitted to t he Church a:f'ter a pane.nee had boen completed; 

(4) The nattu-e o:r t!leoo 1,onanoes are not specified; (!.>) Only 

thoce l apsed could be J.'"ea.dmi tted who h:.!d repented of their 

sin immodietely o.f'ter l apsins; (6) Those l apsed who re

pented on their deo;i;hbed an.cl deoired i"orgi venecs and 

commtu1ion could be neither for iven nor reil~stated in the 

Church. 

. . 

I 

I 
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I 
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Cfi.,-J?TER VI 

me:t•·i;uJ.1:i.an' s Te.:..~cl.rlJ:lgs on Daptism 

Te:::-tuJ.lian' s ·tcechins;s on the subject of baptism are 

corl'iat:l.ned .Pl."it:1-:.rily i:.'l h io ·tre.:::iiise e11ti tJ.eu .QA Baptism, 1 

wri·liten bef"Cl."G h e went over to -·lonta.."'lis1n. 2 

l:!ow nuch o:r his co.ncept on thia subjec·t wee influenced 

by the persecutions and e~pocia.J.ly ·the J.apsed is di£f:l.c11.J.t 

to de·te~"'lrl.1'le . :; Ter·~"UJ.liu.n does :me..11tion t h.et his troetiao 

.9l!: l;~•iiism h as been ,·rritte!l because "a viper of the Cainit·e 

hcref;l:,, l etc2y converc::mt in this quarter, has carried 

e-.,-rcy a. gz·eo.t ntu.:'!ba1· with her n10st venomous doctrine, mald.&,g 

i "ii her .:. :11--at .im ".;o des troy beptis:m. 114 ·.niether this 

llerecy wc.o di :t'ec•iil;,- connected ·with the 1apsed is very 

doub"i;ful o.l:'i:h o~h we :know 1:1. tt1.e about it. In Tertull:l.an • s 

be1ief that a val.id baptism could onl.y ~e received in the 

true Church ( :.i. viow which he l.ater chcnged when ha switched. 

to Nontanism) the innuonce of ·tho persecutions is most 

cJ.osely i'el. t. !lut eve11 hero '\"IO must soy in all osndor that 

11..nte-liic_eno i'a:tho1~s, edited by A. Robert:, (Bui'f1:.uo: 
The Ohriotian ~ifer2ture Publish.in§ Company, 1886), III, 
669-679. lloreaf'ter oited as~• ~II. 

2Ibid, P• J.l. 
3see above pege 33. 
4!i?ertul.lian, .Ql! Baptism, in Ael, III, 669. 
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the connec·i;ion is not d.iroct by on.y n1eens. 

But whc:'.; wa s ~ertuJ.l.imi.' s concept of b v.ptism? 

The mos·i:; i m].')01 .. ·l;cn"'G 1mint is ·l;hst in baptism the HoJ.y 

Spirit i s ir-ilp,:u. .. ·ted t o t lltJ l>tL a on b.:?.i">tized. 

Just a s _ o soul is w·i·th ot1.t s in, s o nei t he:r ia ·ro.J.Y 30ul 
wi t 011:t oe:cda OJ. ~ood . There.fore, ·.,hen the s oul em
brac cs t!le f ai th, bcin;; renewe d i21 its second birth 
by w .... tor c.:.1d ◄.;ho power f rom e.l,ove, .. ,llen the veil. o:t 
i·ts .for-,Jci· oorri.1.ption bein..'; t a .. lcen away, i·t beholda 
the l~Gllt in .... J.l its brigh·tnesa . It i o a:Lso to.ken 
up ( i n i ·;;,3 cecor?d '" i l"th) by t he Holy 'piri t, just 
c.s i n i·to f il. .. Gt b i r ·i;h. i·t i3 e1:1bre.c ed by tho ~mhol.y 
spiri .. , . T'1e f l e s h .foll.owe tho ooul. now wedded to the 
Opiri t, ua :::. !1cr.J:.•·t o:f tho OJ.'"i o.J.. p o:;; .. ·tion-no longe1'" 
t he s er..,, ·!i:I; o:t .. Ii o :;otl.l., bu ·i:; or the Dpiri t. O happy 
m€0."ri .. . ::.e, if il1. it ~here is committed no violation 
o:r tho. nupti~l vow!:J 

In b r,t ir.: i;_1er e i s ~ w ... shin c; awa y of sin ~ 1d ·i;h.e impm•t

i l'lG or etcrn~ life : 

!· fi.PPY ic our sv.cz•ament of wa.te:r, i n "'.:ho:'.;, by \'1,..ohinz 
w.rcy t ho s in~ of our em•ly bJ .. inclnoos. wa. ere set 
free m1d o. mi t ted iii-to eternal J.i:f'e ! g 

Before GOing 0i.,:y £o.:rther in describing ~n1at tho 

vo.rioua i"tm.ctions o:r b:.:.ptism i mpart, ,-,e must f ollo,·1 Ter

tullisn es he describes t he method uaed in those days to 

baptize. 

~!hem ,-:-e a.re goil'J{j ·to entei'" tho ,;,,,ater, but a li ttJ.o 
be:r·o:re, i n the preaenoe of "the oongre.zation .:'.l'ld 
under t ho hund of the i>roaident, we ao1emnJ.y proi"a~s 
tho:ii ·we dico,·n1 the devil., tmd hill pomp, o.nd his · 
o.ngoJ.s. Hereupon wo are thrice il:lmersed., u~ing e. 
aonm·r!l.et e.mpJ.e:r pledge thon tho Lortl has a!)-oointed 
in the Gos~ el.. Thon, -:.,rhon we are taken u p i as 
new-born ch iJ.dren) , we tao:'.;o first o:r n:Ll o. a:lxt-ure 

5~ertu.J.lian, ,d TJ.•e§tise .9.!1 ~ ~i;, in~. !?:I, 221. 
6!.i!e:i.'"tu1J.ie.n, .9J1 no.ptiam, .2Jl• cit., P• 669. 
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of milk and h.011cy, and i'rom the:t dny we refrain from 
·the do.:tly hath £ox: a whol e ,-1001t. :!e t elco el.oo, in 
0011c;z·eco.tion bei"OJ."e deybreek, and from t l1e hancl of 
no>:1-e b1:l•ii ·b!J.e presidents, t h e sa.crame.n t ot· the Eu.che.:t'"is t, 
wh1cl1 ·,he .1.,0:rd bo·lih comm~:.ncled to be ec.ten at ,-eui
"'.;imea, t.'.nd cnjoi nec. t o b o ·taken by all oJ.iJce. · 

As to \•;ho nm.y b.!'\.p·tize he ,·,rites: 

For concludi n~ our brief aub j eot , it ~emcina to put 
you i n mi.lid u.lco of the due oboervo.nce ot r:·iv-!nr~ a.."l.d. 
l .. eceivi .. -ic b np·l:;ism. o:r c;ivint& it, the C!l..ie:r p:rier~t 
( who i s -'che bish op ) haa the rieht :· i n the ne:::t '\Ol e.ce, 
the pi•esily·tcr m1c1 de:::.co11s, ,rot not wi ·thout the -
bi chop ' o ~uthority, on account of the honour or the 
Church, -r.rhic h b r,,inr.• prcservocl, yeace is preserved. 
:i}eaide these , oven l ::i.yr.1cn have t he r~gh:'.i;8:ror ;.-;1.e.t 
i s OQuaJ.ly received can be equ.cl.1y given. 

To t hi c :_;euerDJ. 11w11ber of :peoyle .i'ble to baptize ona ex

ccp•tio11 i s mauo--i.·romen: 

1?0 1.. ho,-, C j,, .. edi b1e -:·1oul cl i t seem, t hat he ,-,ho hD.G not 
permi -:;--, l!cl :i. ,;·rom:J.i.1. oven to l oar:.11 with over-boldness, 
3hoiuu. giv~ a. f omru.e the power of ·teaching and of 
oaptizinfi ! . 

Ter·.;1• iE" .. u pl o.ces s. stra.."l.ge im.po~tance on the move

me11t or t ho °JI>iri"c; in the .-1:::.ter thcit is to be, uaed :for the 

buptism. 

11, ·thorc.f'o1'e , i n vir·iiue of' t he pristi..'l'l.a 1>rivile5e 
of' t heir ori~in, do, after invoceticm of God, attein 
the a2c:reson-;;a1 power of' s :.uicti:f'ioation; f or tho 
Spirit ·ir.i.medi ately supervenes ~rDm the heavens, end 
reste ovei'" the uatera, sanctifying thera. .for himselfs 
2nd being thus sanctified, they imbibe &t the s 2me 
time the power o~ se.:notif'yi..""lg. Thorei'oi•e, s.f'tor the 
·waters ho.vc been in ::-. m am.er endued ,.-:Lth meciicinal. 
virt-u~ tlu"ough the interven·tion o:r th.a ane;el, t he 
spirit is corporca.lly waahed in th0 ,-,atera1Oa.nd the 
noal:. is i11 the 1.rn.n1e s ....,il.·i·tuc.lly- cleanocd. . 

7Tcrtull.ian, . .;e 00:£2,W!, in ~, III, o-o. cit., P• 94• 
8TertuJ.lian, ,Qa Bantiam, .sm,. cit., P• G77. 
9Ib1d. 

l.Oibid, oh . IV, 671. 
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But ther.rn ere !lO'li ... , ·toeethor oa.r.;:i.cal. ma.toro nor L1 thc.r;1 ic 

thr: Holy .. ipiri t u ircc·\ilN :t•ooe:i. ved: 

io•ii th.:?.·t i n t h e 1.: .. ter.3 w •; ol:>t~in t h o i~o1y :Jp:i.l'i t; bu.t 
i n t he -.:· ·i,;or , und.c1• ( th,~ wi ·tnccn o:t) tho " g:£1, we aro 
clt. unnod , u.:nd 9re,,1r.!.red :£er .. .;h e lioly Gpiri t. 

1 i't •n· '•n,l t~:i. t)le iw-1.~1•,don 'tl!.e per0on bs!!lti2ed er.:er ~;.e~ 

i'r011 ',he '., 1,1:,z- :. H in anoi11•to,1 wi·t.a :m unct:l.on which grants 

-

!~~·';or t ·d::s , ,-,1 .c •. •. -1 -•VC: i OSUi.:.l i'l .. O!!l the i'ont WO arc 
t ho:rou:-·11:,l' ru10:t,. c wi •t:·_ c blessed unction,--l e. _rno
t ioc (ic:i:."'i\"Cc..'t. ) i'J.•om ·;h0 01.a. .1iooiol i!lo , u·horai n on 
on·::c:r·i l., t•1c :,ricoth o. 1 • .c:a ~m.x·e wo:nt to be MOin•ted 
·,..,i·lill o:i . .l f.,. o:,. s. J.oi~~1 , • "Cl· oi nce _ ... ,·r on was ~!.T.ioin ted by 
:·o ;o::; . • • • . 1l1i10 , t o~ , :i.n om· ·o '"'i.JG , t he unct io Z"Ut!:,. 
cr.._:!'11::lJ.:l , ( :i . • c . o __ ·t;he bo ·y,) but pro i i ts o ir:i.tu...lly; 
i ·1.:.hc ::~_Jc ·1,1~ ,.:.e t.: o ::s.ot of t,~';)tj,01 i·licel · too :i.z 
c·•~!l.::.l. t :lit ·i;.hat . TCJ are ;l:m1ccd in w.,.te-a~ , 'by~ t _e o .. fcct 
:Jl>:!.l'i tu...l , .i.ll t11~·· '.:IC i.'.l'o f'rc e'" £rom nins . --

vi tin , t ho !!ol y .._:;p iri ·.; throt~;'l beJ1e · ic t .i.o• • 
.,15 

·'"~-"' .... :i.· f'•t o,,, ... e '·01· ,. !·p 1-1· -t· u14 
r.,_.t_;; • • J. " """ 11.I .. ~ V e • 

In t,.1c ·;;rca'iiize Amdlll!! 1'1arcion ·crtulliru1 listo £our 

11Ibid _, ch . VI, P• 672. 
12Ibi<l 
__ , 

ch. \'II , P• 672. 
13Ibid -· ch. VIII , .P• 672. 
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rcsu.lta of' bcirtism. '~h o::,o c~e : (1) "tho r e r,1is!.ion 0£ s ins", 

(2) "dcl;tvo:rc.uc o .::rem deet .iJ.", ( 3) 11 tl!.a r egener atio.n of 1J1cn", 

Ulld (I,;.) fl •t h e bc-at o,;,:ol. of h ~ Holy Uhozt" • 15 

In CJaupt er °V"IlI o:r .;· e fa:•e &.t :i.so ~ 13- p!-j,,.'E!. Tert ul li:m 

inc.:i;ien t i ll t:_e s toi •lr of the «ove r t uruii: ~ to t!le ~ :: of 

.!.Joab i::.t t he ·t ·.mo o:r ·i;he e r ea t flood. Ji3 i'lo1·e co:1p ~es the 

urk t r, ·l;h e v :1.u•cll ru1d l a.yr:: t h e :rou..'l'li:1a.t i o11 i1.:pon ,-,hicil Oypri~ 

builds a .hu.l:t c e?riiux•y l t?.te:;:•: 

• • • 
:£'lieus 
1>0 .10 0 
t he 

~c it anor r,es r r o n t he f ont, a~ter i t c old oina, 
1:~. c .love o_, t ile doly 3pi:ri t, 'br:i.ngi. ·Q 1e the 
01· ti-od , cent oiit .£1•om tiil,~ beavens, where is 
:tr·eh. •l~hc ❖,r~>-H'"i e .:; ,-..-.,1.:- - 0 

•• , u• - v., c: - - •- '\,I. ..;il,,,L ~ • 

I1:1 ccrnb~wti 1 -:.• '1;:10 bolie f t hi:.t baptism wes not nece!'Jsary 

si11cc . ific ·,copl c or t ·to Ol d =-•oat~ lent ,-,ere not 'b&ptised end 

no r o.a. c1.·cuo o J.c rn.1dc t o t he l>tt.:ptim.11 or t110 postleG, lle 

point s out t nt r evc1a ci on io pro _eacivc ::nd t h "'t in the. 

ne•.1 oge i, ... ptizm is q,ui·te ncccs s e.z-y: 

Gran·;; t_1~,•t, i n dt!YS g on o b,y I tj1.oi"e ':las aalvo.!;ion b}I' 
mcanc of b~e :f'::.i t h , bo.f'ore tho paso:i.o.o and r-nsurrec-
tion o.t t 110 Loi"'i. ,r·c now .t h at .tai tll i4"'!.3 be ru ... oi1l•:r se ·, 
and i:J bcco'"10 u .tc.:i.·tl1 whici. bolievce in .il.s n a ti,ri t y , 
p~ss:lon , and recuri·octi on, there hu.s boon m. c:mplif"i
ca:tion. u,.!detl to the ::mcrm ent, vla. , t :1e seulinc cc r; 
of lm.p".;iso.; ".; .o clothi ng, in oo=i1e sense, o.t.· t h o :l':.d t ll 
which hci'cz-~ ,n1.o b:ll"'e, .-1.ml. ,:.hi Ci! cannot e,:ist now ,:,it 'l
Oi.'l't i ta prop er law. Por the lalf of bn1>tiZilJg has boen 
im oso~·, ::w.,d t:ic f<>rmw.a pres cribed . • • • 

--------
152 e :::-t 1.tl l i an, 1 r:;ainst ,•1ru.--~1on, ill J.l.F, III, 293• .................... ~--- ---
lGtortullian, .Qa Ds tiam, .sm, • .9.il•, Y• 673. 
17Ib1d n. G76. -'"' 



.!luriu3 vcr5ecu.tio:m3 n?1y were l! artyz•ed wl!.o wore yet 

cutecltwnenc en h: d never been 'be.: 1>•1iized . 

as .tor thoae \/l10 h a .:Cti.l.J.c aft e_ their f'i:rot baptis ,1 in 

-:.ihe font , t here wa t:i .,·,:tll a. eocond br.1.pti ai:.i by ~,nich ·th.ey 

coulu. be a u,;·c d : 

Oo(\ l uc.1 fOl"o::;ce!! u1so other wo~~ e e ::Jes i ncide,. t to the 
co di i. :i.• l'! .f !1, ,. , --•iihe o·tra t a~cnc or ., he c i101ny, t·~e 
dooep•ti v e .. ~::;peots of. tl1e oro..._.,~uI·co , ·1;110 on u •co of .... ho 
~-,orld ; ·L .. !"t £ c.i t:1., c.v an ar:.ftc:!' bapiii~.m, '.·multl be en-
\ir.• ·;,.:..r ed ; .. h .. ~t t !la most , C:.i 't fJr ·1ttaininf; u.."l!to s· 1va tion, 
'.'10Ul :l c lo:::· :.'.fi~U ?:! , thJ:' 0U-.7lt :-:;o ilin g the i,etldi:n.:,-.:b:: C:Sw, 
tlu-01.i, ·i 1';.>.ilin } to pro·v"idc oil J. or tlloi1· tol";.:: .. J oto-
uoit:1 ,: be t'tc.!1 c :z '.mul d · e.ve to bo aouf;llt :!:o~ over uoun-
t .. :.i .o t.'.ll( \•lOOUl E:.ndr; , -=- d C3l'!'i cl b:?.Ck 1.1po:n the s iloulllOl"G • 

o t h cI cf o_ c ap oin·,e eo second s up.:. lioo OJ. co::1fc,rt, 
~, ! '.iho l a s.,.; moan:; o:£ aucco1..1·, tho i'i&ll.t of r.1ur·t yrdo1.L 
.:ntl ·, 110 ::.pti;;1:1--t· ere £tor f r n1:> f.roi,! dangei---of' l1l.oocl •18 

Io gu".; c _ !J • .ic l,i l>li.::a l ev :ttle11cc .or t h i s b2ptiaa of bloocl 

£1·on O 1ri ct ' ~ wo1~.~s i 11 ! .uke 12: 50 : "I have n 'i.}._ptis1J to be 

bap•ti~c <.~ with; one hou I , 11 0011s-'.;r a:ine<l unt il i t is e.c

co:?.pL.ohed ! ' ' ( tt:.,V). Thi ~ , r e£ 1 .. a to .ii~ ort1cif i xion uhere 

Ili a oiu<) ,.;a..., pior c od :llld out f lowed blood c_~d wc.ter: 

'fheae t wo uptiams ae sen.t o~t f i•om the •,,;ound in llis 
pic:t"oad i. e, iJ1 oruer that t h ey \tho believed in ~io 
bloou. .ti1i ~;-t be bc.t h od ui tb the 1.n.tcr; t he:, -.;ho llr:. 
boon b i;.t hcd in the w .... t er mi ,.:;ht lilte\·tiac dri?lk the 
blood. Thin i s t ht:? b:.i::,ti:::m which bo·th st:md::i i. liou 
of the f'o::::it:.:l b.!t . in6 wl1c ~19.1e:t i"ln~ ne t boon received, 
c.nd rc~tc:.·cs i t t1h,2n loot. 

thuc of heretic-~ l>rtptiar.1: 

-------· 
18Tertullion, .;oor yiace, ch. VI, i n ~, III, 639. 
19~o:-tullian, ga B~\ptism, Jm• .2!!•, P• 6·11. 
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~here i, to uo on e , and but one, bu.ptis:i. • • • •t 
l. t :rm.o·i; be idm:i. t ·l:ctl ·(;Ju.rt t he 11ue s tj,on, mi:h·~t 1•uluo 
::IZ'c ·t o be o'bea1•v ocl ~-,i th 1·ee,crc. to h e1."eticu'?11 i~ :•;ortey 
of b e:t c trc:~rlieu . • • • eretics, however, hav e no 
f ol lows .. :i.p in our <.Hso·· pline, ,..,:_ oo the mare :t.act of 
t _eii 01:co1mnv.nic~tion tentif'ios to b<, outc i der3. I 
~,m . 10·1; bouna t 1.~ooognizc :i.n then ;;. ".:;hing which is 
enj o:i.J.1cd 1,11 me , boc,_uoe t hey an d .,e i'lu.vo not ·he sG.1s1e 
{;.o , ncr o .o--·!;h:.i.t i ~; , ···110 a:.:.i-ne--::nu·iot. f.i1d thore
.t'orc -~~~oi :a:· b:-.p•i;is~. io .no-'c OllC \1i th OUl .. S Qi ther, bc
<! :lil ... o i·c; i ~; nc,·!; t he t:i.111e ; c:; o..,.ptiot1 w;.lioh , zinc:: t hey 
ht-v c i t not !l:1ly , 1 oulrtlet:o t hey h D.v e uot :::.t i~l; nor 
:le t~1 .... t 0 :-.i.l) ibl e o:r b i n • COW'l"'Cer.i •.;hi~;h. is not 00:, • 
~~ 1 o ·thgr{ Ct-'>'1: o 't J."'CCCi ".iC i t e i·li·1or , bco .. :1.uoc ·i; c;1 he.v ii 
:i.t :.ot . ... v 

I n ·t l:.e p ·o~;..! ou:·, 011:.,pt or 0 11 ;,>enanc~ we saw th· t ~ccrtulli ~ 

allo,..,cd onl;r enc 1 .. -aJ_)~m.to.:nc e ai"t e :::· t h e 1•cpcurii&11ce o.,. b.::: 1.>ticm. 21 

~'2ld so, o.ccoi·tlin..:. to th.e circ;.unste.ncea and diopcs i tion , 
mit1 ev An 0.€';e, r):C e a.ch :incliv.ic.lual, t .. 1c dcley o:r b ti.1 ticm 
i a prei'eraole; p2~nciually, however, in ·;;b.e cece o:r 
li :tle c~i ldrcn . 

Cypri:ni' o Te ~chinaa on B1:.1. •. tism 

Tl1e i11!'l.t1e.'l'J.c0s whicl.l the por .. ecutions an..l 1apsed h ~ 

20ibid , P• G"/G . 
21acc above, pa.:;e 43. 
22irortullimi, .Qa Daptig_:.it, S!Jl• .2!1•, P• G78. 
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on Cy riw.1 • o co:c100~1; of b:1p·tis r:.i are pril:ic:rily in the a:x•ea 

of t he b ~:.JtioraaJ. c o : trovc:t>~'lY . '.!?he jio:i.£,t..?.tt o:r t hia con ".;ro

vorcy ocou1 red >ctwccm ·:;11 .. e y c-:ai•o 25!j .'.m.tl Cy :r,r i .un ' s ~e: th 

:!.n 2:;a . _ ·i; w~r:; c oncci".ned \iit h ell sch .:.cn::> , _ rit1orily d t h 

lo•,n::.ti-:ni s111 •.:rh c :t"'a the.• oon .. rovc r;y start ed , 1,; d !-iaxciuni o:m 

which wc..D ::;ti ll ot:rone i n i'ort: .. i'z.oicu . 2:; 

:.e1 e :tnfo m" t:io:n \•;i...:i.c. we !U!lVC from t_1e hm1d c:r Cy,Pricn 

durint ·t;h i s con·trove:r~y i s c on.ta·1 ned in epir;r'ail oc s~.xty-ninc 
·>4 

to sevent y- f i ve . ·- n.u:_11~ "i:hi~~ period t hroe councils •.rcJ."O 

hol d a.t •t-'t'th: gc t'li1ic h s ;.1p_ ortod Cypr:Lnn. Tile docuvu,nte 

?5 r1.•o· ·i;lle l as"i; o:r th .. se co mcilr:, are still pr eserved . h 

The bupti om .. il contx•ovor:;y evolved ... LrOWltl tho prin

cipl e u c •iih e :;:- ,::;>Of•t)l .e ::h o were bap·tized in schism :t•eceiv~d 

a v ~.lid 1,•. "!,)"iii ""m or ,nc-'Gh.er such peoplr? noedei.l ·,o be ::;;•o

bo.pi;izc•l Ui)Ol'.I. -~llei:t· t'C".;i,;rn ·to t h e Cllu1.◄cll ·rom GCh ioo . The 

concensuo o.i' O.?.li ian in ii i'i•ioa, oo i n :fl1.1cnc ou. b; Cyr,ri .. .n , 

\'.ie.s •:;h, •. : t ·t;!lc b.,.ptist.1 of ochis&u.;:.tics was i 1-:.v:cui d . T s - oan..'"l 

ch:tL't·ch, led bj' b:tnho.r.> .3 tephen , l'l.ol.d. t.1,~t ouch bap t :i.at1G 

were ·.rel.id . 

Before we dincuoe tho hi1.rtory o:r thi~; J;erio,1 Olld 

2--'D. ,T. Ki dcl , .u. lli~t,Q.a; g.! ~j ChurctJ- !2, l.. D. !J§.1 
(Oxi'ord: !2ha Cl:2ren'cton ·~reo:.;, 19.. , I, lh,5. 

24t.nte- llicene ~ :ither s, edited by ... Roberts ( t£fal.o: 
~he Ctaislie.n t'i te'rature 'U.blishing Company, 1686) , V, 
375-l~02. Horesf'tor ci t 1.:d arJ g, V. 

25,!k!g, pages 56~-572. 
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Cypriun• s concept o! be.ptisra., we must i'irst dete:?"1'.lino the 

rel,. tion~ ·.:ll:tch ·.;hi Q oou·trovc'l'ay hacl tti t l the 1a1,.ced and 

t he por oecu iii o:ns . .' lz-cac,y we h ~vc aec11 ·:;hy !ovati1.u1 lei"t 

the ... h'Ul"Ch ..:.nd 0;;1d o d i11 chiam. I n ntoud 0£ dioap_>e...rin...., 

dl.1rilll,~ t he pcr secu·t ion of O::.iuc , ae di d tho achic:m of 

l?olicifloi .. ua , ·lih&:I; of Jfo,,;u:t;i a.n co11tinued w:, before . ..nd 

there we:"e _ o s i eua ·!;ht-.t i ·t woul.d soo:i disappear. The 

Chm: Oh htu.l to Cl(L~j'nst i ·toclf' to thi& ochit:Jn Ca.S t-rell :l3 to 

the o·t h cr br c :.iko in ·i;:ile Chui .. ch ao f o:r example marcimliS!il 

end .lo ·tan:ir:u?l . The his ·tory o:r -'Glli contrcvcray iG c.de-

4uo.tcly GU.I'll Ul."i3ccl by i dd as i'ol l.O\•;:;,: 

I n dealin:t ,,;i t ll t ho co ,·rho CaJLe over to the Cimrch :Cro2 
c1chi o.. o:e .rro . ~eresy, t l c practice of t he Chl.ll."Ches 
u.i i'fe.t·ccl. The \,est was dividod . . frioa t1.·ee.ted tl1e 
lY•1>ti am of' sch io:-;ua tics ·,T?.d heretics ... s nul l. ane. ,,oi u. , 
; .nu -·oq,ui _ ed ·:.hem to b~ baptize uo novo. Th.in wru:: 
&pp -·o ... tl:i,· ·i; ·theory o:? 111e_•tullimi' t JJ(;! ~ta<?., 
o. ,~.,) , ....ncl it 'bec wn:e the practice of tlle Afric~m 
c!lurchco ut ~~, r~t c s i nce tho l.ya o the wouncil 
hcl u U."l<lor , :;.•i pni nu.s , bisno:'> of Carthage, next but 
ouc boi'ore Gypri~. '":.loowho:r·e in tho ··rest, an,1 pci•
·l;icul · :-ly e.t Rome , c ustom h o.d bee11 steadily ag:::.inst 
wh~t 1:rr•s held t o be reba.ptisLi ; t:...l·i;hough e. ocction no.d 
attem: .. tioO. it under Ce.1.listus , 21·1-22, not, h o,-1evel.·, 
.!':t•o::i r i ccr ior:1 '!Jut :rr om. l axity. 1?1 t h9 ·,;;'l.st, the 
ci_urch es oi' .\ ei & i• :lnor, like t hos e o:r ... _rice, !l:,.d cono 
to r equir e it, c. 2:,0 , a·t t he Oounci1s o-£ Icoi i um 
( Cypri·m ep. '"{5.7,19) ~r.nd ... ynno.d~ ( ~s. H. !;; . VII. 
vi:i.. 5) • ' ~la.•1.y di::rtric ts' were of: like mind , us in 
Antioch enc l1ort!lcr11 ~Jyria; ;1Li1c, euout 2:l5, tho 
cllurch os of .\Gic. h-d a di!'f'erenoe •d;t;_: 1.-.01>e26tepho:n 
o.bout t · e mo.tter (Eus.,li • .J. V!I. v, 4 ~ 5J ■ 

:Jhn.t m~.dc the probleru p:z."essin~ o.t the timo o~ Cy Jri 

and · Steph£n we.o ! ovatian s pr~ctioe of baptizing converts 
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trom the •.uur c.:h . ,•i.:1:..1.t .; . o tlle Church to do in the face of 

this? ullou1d t hey r ecognize the baptimn or ·t b.e Mova.tia'1.s, 

or not•! Cypri .. m ::;a.i d no. : tcphc:n sai d ye-:;. 2 .. / 

2.b.o histor•:, of tho controve:x•sy :follot:,e these r:1eir1 

lir1ea. ?.a I n _55 a l ayman by the .name o~ !•bt.=,1uG wro ·e 1a. 

:l.ette1• t o Cy p:i."ia"i. .:.aki n,3 h is opi1'don on tho efficac y of 

ilova:t i an• a b t:=. ·t;:i.s 1 end wlle·t11e:r his £ollowers should b e re

i:>a.ptizect on cor.1.i. u b 1..c J: froa this schi::m. c:.-:,ri:m ~ 1su0:red 

thi::, r e4uc-ot b:, ,-rr i tin._; his 75t h epic·tio. 29 .30011 after 

t l:.is eiaJ.uteo.,1 ~ tun:t dion bish ops ,-ri-o·t e to Cypria11 g].so ns!!inb 

t or hi:; O!>i 1i on. on .iio•\.-a.tit'...YJ. ' s baptism • 

. i.s a r oply to "Ghia r og_uorlt Cyprian oal.lod the ]'ii'th 

Council oz '· .,. .;_ ... ~o ,1h i cll is tl'le f ir~t on ba.ptis:.11. '.C:.10 

COUllOil !:?.et i n :!!,5 Ct?Ul \IC.O etto:nded oy 31 biohou,G. By a 

:.1~j ori "ty deci,;:ion it c t"tt ed ·f;h~t 31.l people c oming ove:r· 

f'rc:n th!? 1 ov· ti~ 1 oo!rl.m:, , ~-.,1-:.0 h~d b e en bapti~ed ~•1l1il.e in 

schism, !:tuo t be r obaptized . T.:1.e decrees of thio council 

27Ken::·y r-~olvill Owatkin 9 ·1ar1:i Church lli s -f:01:z !2, _ .. ,_. __ • 
3.13.. (Londou: I-l omi J.l o.n rm ; .Jomprmy, l.909), II, 2ga . 

28Por t his histoi-y sec ~i dd, ..Qll• cit., PP• 466-!~70; 
°?'atkin! _sm •• cit., pp, 299-302; c.-;r. nei'el.~, /J;. iiiotp, gt 
t:ao Ciu·io~:ran Cotu1ciJ.s ·;;o ·the \.'!l.ooe o.r the ~ouncil. o 
18.o":.oa, A. ii: l?..S: (:!d°I"nbursh: ~;' & !t:-cI'irk, 1691.1•) , PP• 98-
~0~; ~d-r,::-w . _Donson, Cypri .. ~, l!io ~• ; ii~ ""i!nso, -Li.G 
:,or.}f ( ondo : r c.cmil1a:n ~Uld ~omprmy. 1895) I :,~9-'l-;,6. 

29 ... 'Ul'F , Y, 397-11,02. ThE> nu.-uber ot these epistl.es dii"ter 
trom the nur11bero ci ven in moat history books, wl:dc;1 Zol.lov 
the Oxford !:di t:i.on. The chc..,ees over from the 0 . ::1. to the 
A.I· . F. respcotivol.y are s £o11owa: 69::175, ·to=G9, 71=70, 
72=71, 7'='/2, 7'l-=7"5 and 75=7'J.• 
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are cont ai1'l.e d irL Cypria.'l"l' o 69th. epiatl.e, addres sed to 

Jenuariuo oz1t.1 o·thor iu u1i d i ::, 1 bii::;hops . 

8 0011 e.:t'ter t hio o. Numi di tm l,ioilo:p n::uned '1uintus '.'lrote 

to Cy1>r i a."t1. asking h:u.11 wlla;:; tho Council or Ou:-"!.ha~o ha.cl 

decided . Oyyri a...'t.l ,:.nswe:t·ed ·i; .. i u l."equ c3t in his '/0th e!)i etle . 

I n the ro:!.l owin.;; yem: ( 256) tbe six th Council o: 
Ce.rt lla'lo met wi th 71 bi s l'l.O!>B prescn·t an r caf£i .=x11e<1 , this 

t i me un"'n i mottsly , t h e1:t "rebapti s m i::; nec es sary £or ell con

verts i'r ot.: ·t}lo sect s . 11 30 ~h o d ecrees of this c ounci l u e 

co::ri; ::11inod J.Tl Cyr,i~:t:an.• s 72nd epi :;.t lc a c.lch~e os e d to Juba.iu.."luo 

i n ·u110,· a~ ·i;o :i req 1oa·t; :i:rom ,Jube,ienus n~.,rishina ··;11£:.t t he 

i cy, ·ec:sion of n y 111j .n<.1 shou.lJ bo s i G1rl.f'ied to you, a s to 

In t ••i o l e.ng -'G:!:'i~r epis t l e C:,prien sta t ed t h a:b t lle council: 

• • • hac.i. met tot;eth er , bioh op a e.s well of the pro
vinc e o f :·d.'r i c a. as of: MUDidia, to t h e nur,1ber of 
s eventy-one , ••• ( :-..:..·•ui ) e s tablish ed this oo.me matter 
once more by our j u..1gment, deciding t hat t licro is 
ono bl=,pti s . H' d ch i3 a. oointed in the Oathol.ic Church ; 
c.11d ·lihat by ·t!'J.is t ~ooe are 1iot rebaptized , 1>u.t bsptized 
by us, •:1.ho ~tt o.:ny ".;it1e cone f r om t he a.dttl tcro · s :_~ d 
unhmll ot:-ed water t o be -:·ras~~d ~ d sm,.ctified by tho 
truth or tho ~uvin~ \m.tcr.:; 

About ~he sacic time t h~t Jyprinn ~,rote tis l etter ho 

also penned one to ··tephon ut .ome, his 71st, in which h e 

relates t o t he bi::::hop the clcoision w. doh the Council of 

?.Q 
:.1 Ki dcl, ,ea. -9!1•, p. LJ.67. T.ilic i dea is cont ained in 

epistle 72.1. 
31oy-prian, :i:!J?_iotJ.c LXXII,1, ~. V, 379. 
32IbiJ , PP• 3'19-360. 
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Carthago h ::1.d ma de. He n1r.ltcs no move to conci1ia.to his 

pos1 t i on but at:::.:tea i t v er y £ranl:1y. 

The his·l;or i ca.1. sel"!,ucn ce here lJecomes vague, but around 

this time S"'.;cphe11 \lrote a l etter against Cyprian, In this 

letter S·t ephen cla i med: 

Apostolic au:thor i t y f or the Roman usa«e, magnifying 
t he ch td.r of I>e·iie r , .. ~ d v i tupere.ting Cypria."l es 
11a :fal se Chr i s t 11

, 11 a. f'alse apostle", 2nd "a c1.eceit£ul 
wo:rker"--no·t , ho\-:ev~r , \·iit hou t previ ous provoca ticn 
on Cyprian • t:J par·i;. By this t i lilo fll.ao h o h ad circu
l ated ::. let ·ter i .n the Eo..ot , dec1ari:ng t h&t he would 
holc.l uo 9.ommw.1ioz, '\'d t h bishops i·,·ho ur t".ctiaed s eoon c! 
b •·pt • om :J-:J -..:.,, .&. ~-. 

'.1:hio l c -ttei" met wi·t:h much di sa1>proval in .Asia !'1i•1or 

::.ncl ca.t:.Gcd ..?i~emi lir.m, bi :3ho1> o:r Oa.csares. i n Cappc.docia to 

wri t c .:.1. lc·tter t o Cyp:ri an t e11111g hiL:1 o:r the lettei• or 
Stephen an<.l !',llJ:prov i n~ t h e po&i tion of Cyprinn. I!e wri tee 

concer ning J t cphen : 

Por what 3t r .i:t.'e .s a.11.d · disa ena:!.o.ns have you stii'red up 
t hro·u.~out t he churcl1es of t h e ,-,hole t·rorld! Hor e
over , how grec.t s i n hc.ve you heaped up :for yours elf, 
·when , ou cut yours eli' o:r:r from so many £'locks! For 
it i s ,1ourcclf t hat you hc.ve out off. Do not deceive 
yoursel f , s i nce he is r e :llly t h o schismatic who has 
made hims el f a.~ apostate .from t he communion of eccle
siastical unity . For while you "'.;hink that o.11 mey be 
excommunioa t ed by you, you h;~e excommunicated your
sexf alone f rom all; •••• 

Tl1e l eot o.f these seven baptisme.l. epis tles 't"Tas wri tt8l'l 

to Pompey , h i a ho:p o.f ~52.bra.t r,, ,-,ho ha d in<1uired of Cypri:m 

information about the letter of Stephen. The number of 

;:, . 
Kidd, .2.E.• ~•, P• l~68. 

, i~Cyprian, Epistle LXXIV • 24, All, V, 396 • 
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thi... ~;r;. 

... O.Qi s tlo i s 'l';i • .,.., 

!l'o cora l et c tlle his ·01-y oi' ti?.ia c on ·trovo:t•Gy -..re mu~t 

aud t hct i ~ J ep~on >or 0£ 256 t he yovonth Council of C~?rtl iago 

act to :i.~cus s t he quection of rebap·tiam.. l.flu.o ~,ao t ho 

t hi1•d :d.'ric.:~,,_ co;.u1c .t:t.. to dincuss t he pi•ob1P.m. There -..,ero 

prooc'llt oi . . ·i;y- " evo. b i shops .r1·om . -..trica , -~WJidic., ~aid 

J. St\l'e ·timi- • Oy pri ~ i \l'.: ... ti p1:-ea:idcnt o:t t·10 council OJld in 

hio 0:90 ins npecch ,..,, :tell in pi•ooerved c.lo:nc 1i·th ·1:11e pro

ceodi ua s o·t' th~ council , 36 oc.ic1: 

I ·t l"O :min•· , "i:hc:t u_10.t1 t J1iFJ sar;10 a at'!ier eao!:J. o .r u.s 
shoul.c1 • :-:in~ i'oi , ! , ,t1 :1h•,1; we ·t h ii1..l:, j ud{li ng . o m.._· , 
~,ox· .:t•cj c ·t i~f:: t;_">ly on e: fl"'o ·tllo rii,1',ht 0£ corru;umion , 
if. ,:o cltoulJ "'GJ.L •: J.i ::'- e cntly f r om uo. ,,or noi t he:i.'" 
c1occ a.."'1:,r O:i. uo set him3olf up aG u biahop of bi:::hopo, 
_or b · tyr:m11icc.J. te_i•o,.,, cloe.., ::>:'!l:f c ompe1 llis colloc.gt.tc 

·~o tl1c nccccsi t, .. of obedi<imcc ; since ever J bishop, 
·.cco _·t.li u .. ~ ·{;o "G!'le al.lo\·1cncc of 11.is liber""y on poucr, 

·~t.~$ b.ic O'.":.'.?l pr ope::t• ... i eht o.r j udgment, E!.i..u.c1 can no 01 .. e 
llC j uu:.,;cd by Cl'1o•i;l _o i .. tlltm h e .tdmsel:C c a n judc;c a.uotl!er. 
ilu-li l e ·t o cJ.l i.Tc.:i. t :f'or t ho ju<lGDcn ",; of o·u.r Lord 
.J'cc t'!.r.i " :'!X':l..o·t , ub.c i ~ tlic oz,-1y 011e ·if1e.t hM pouor both 
oz pr.cZoI....;•i:n:r; ue:; :i.n t .he go,re:!'l'lFJcnt -z'ff Hia Ohu cil., O!ltl 
or juu._;i ..:. U.3 in our concluct he1•0 .;, 

!=!his p:.1~ 0 2:,;Jc ia i mport~t .ror untle1,ot:and1j!..;, Cyp:ria;.1 ' s 

oor10~1,,t of. iihc Churc h ~•.nd concar:.:i1cntly h i s co11cer,,t oz b G.p

tiG1 • Tito Ch'W."cl1 waa ce Lt er~d in t .1e ind.i vidw.:J. bia:?op 

,.,ho lw.d ~•r.i. t .L!in "li s o.1e1--- t e ri~bt .md dut y to ~:z·ac -;;ico 

b ptism :.in ho ecl"iou.sly ··ho°UG t it al1ould be prao·~iced. 

--------
A:F ~ ...:..., 

~r: 
~~twF V ~06-,90. __ , . ., 
36'J:.i:1e Soventh Qouncil 0£ o.~11!.~ Un ~ei .. CyprieJ1, i n 
V, ~5-5'(~ - - -
37Ib:t..t, !>• 565. 
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Thia w~o llis individual r e~pon~ibility to God alone • 

. l'..11 •:?:i.t?!lt y- oevon of' t he bicho.:..a prccent et t.!.J.s council 

rriic:tcd ·i;h o.t here·i;i c o n.nd oc .i.lis;~i::~:iiioo rauot be rcbt•.}'>ti::sed 

upon 0omin1 over l'ro.ri? ~ cch1.o,n . The st:itcm.cnta of these 
bichops :-,a vo1·~· i n.tare tine un<.1 oho,.., pointedl y the ~ ·out 

i nr lt1.cnc o :l icil 'y p:::-iml had o-;1or t hem. ;;a 

'J.'lle ~0.:.1.t:ro,ro:::a.;, en :le l i n . '-'b"UG"li o.r 257 t·ti t h t he death 

o:C -~❖et•:1cn . f [ - .. _.... :::.rr.iony Wt!~ 00021 .1•e-esta.l>lishcd bet-"';cen 

•o.rth~ o c·.nd l"or11c i nuor i.ii xt-us II (257-58). ~Ile per secu

t ion 1:1hich b_ ob., ou·li ur1i.1cr Valei"i an in 257 al.so helped 

to ti.ui t c t h e Chu:. ch a.'l"l<l dispel •1oa.isaenoio11. 

ypi .. ·· ~·.n ' o concep t o::· b ::~p ·i;iom i s indisool.ubly liru:ed 

wi th hi u oonce:irt or t lle Chtu•ch . The true Cht.u-cl_ was ·:;}le 

local , cr,no:c·c t e , vis i ble o:t•t-;:;mizt::tion i n a pri.."C'tic1.u.a" ci t;r 

or t_.r ce wi th one bi s hop a ~t t he head. :;g lil'lyone ,:,ho separa ted 

l'!i rnaeli' trom ·th e loccl Chu.r ah beo &1e a schismatic snd ex

OO!iartw1ic;J:te;... !ti: self. 40 ae uho has cut himself of-£ from 

t he Ohure;h does no·i; 1->osaeeo tho Hc;1y Spirit ~ 1d c annot im-

achJ.ca C"' u1ot b o v::ui d because tho I' ol.y S~lrit is not L>re-

38,:iec, £01 .. ox::miplo, tac aii .. 1.teiaonto o~ i ovGtus o.f' 
•~112111ut;;nde , Victor cf Gor, .Mcr:1eai:m o:S: '.l!hubtmia ond ~ rtW1.atua 
of Thuccab.ori. 

39oypri~1, !-~ Y,:ii t): .9.! t he Church, in .:"J".F, V , 42;;. 
40Ibid, chc.ptc~o 10, 11 and 12, pp. 42'~~-2!, . 
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sent at t he bo.p •iii am ancl ia not i mparted to t he beptizcci. 

'ro1a v.n;y of thG sov o11 baptismal. l e tters of 

Cy!ll"ifm t o s .. 10.-, t lds , bu··· f'or purpooos o r clarity , enc- ·t o 

show t h".t ·y!)ri m1• o c oncept cc.me cc.rl y , .,.,e ,-rill quote only 

f rom h i e G9t h epi s tle i-1h ich was ,ri'!;-i.ien to Magnu s in 255 . 41 

· •
1i 1·s ·i; h o s ui . ·th~t r o"'..ratia.n mu s t be included ~:ri t h cl.l 

schi oua·ti c e ~d i s out□ido t he Chux·ch ; even ·t l:lour~h his 

doctri.:-1e a:r1·· ·teach i :ng i s si:milo.:r to t nat within t he Chur1Jh: 

1ro l!.ere·i.:i.c :::, 0 1~ ooh.i sm .. tics whc t s oever h :iv e ~~ p o;.·rer 
01 .. :1:i ··b.t . :To1T~ti,m ·;;110 ·e £01~e c e11i1ot p:t•o~orl y be 
Ilt&ue n?J o··ce1Jti on . I.a f; 1;eys outGide t h e 0.hu:.rch , · o 
uor k:l i ". _ _;__10-t thn c c.ce n ~d. l ove 0£ Ohriat. · T"le 1 .. e
::'orc , ht. ::!lt;. t beb2cok on ed tU1?on;:; t h e c.clv e r aEJ.ri "!C ::md 
t!!C antic ···,:tot s . ·· 

:... ·ou_ c or 1y • ·.,:J.o : 

:fh~t ·i;ho ~l!.u:1·c l"' i c one i s c:.cc l are d by t h o Holy 
j.,ix•i t • • • 11 : . £1;..l"don i :nc1os od io my ~i a ter, my 
01)01:a.oe , ·.o w."l.t ~J.11 ~<.H:.l.eu, :;. 1011 of l:Lvi!'~ u a ter 
( !, m:; 0£ .. ;olomar:. 6 : 9 ; 'H 12) • 11 Ii' t h en ·the spouse ot 
Ch ... ·i rrt --wbi oh i s t c C!l1urc h-is a gc.rden e!lc1oce , 
wl1.::1.t :i o c l or:;od cmu10t be ope11 t o t he :::itro.n~or md 
-~he ,ro'!,. c . I f tho Ohurch is c Geele(l f'ount cin, one 
'!::ho 1s ou t sido, ~-d t hoi,t ~coeos ·t o4 ;.he i"o:w:1tv.in , o~ot 
d::t•i nl;: .::1 .. 0:r. it or be .. ~a::~l ed tllor e. :J 

.de who i o .not i n the one ...,}lurch t.oes 11o·t poosc'3s Ciu •i rJt: 

~~ 

41 t...11 t he uuotes from t 2: i s 1ettor are t a.1.:en .from t he 
t r ~.1101:..."l;i on o-J: .5 • .u . Gr ccnGl~. · e in t l'l.c .i'i.:f'th v ol ume of. t h o 
LjJz_;r .. .ry rt.f. C i e tiro1 01 30.,.5!;1.c.~ entitled ~ -1.7. !.atY!, Pat hcrs 
ThhiI:;..uel.)hi a : Tl~e ., e G·l:mi11:ctel · 1-'::::e cs, 1956), PP• 1 50-l!j7. 

42Ibiu, epiotle G9.1, P• 150. 
4'Ibli, cha pter~ , P• 151. 
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If ·!;h e Church which Ob.r:l ot 1ovec is one Church an i . 
it alone :l::, clec-.nsod r.·d·tlt h i s waohing, ~! u can lle 
,·1.ho i ~; not ::.:::.1 ",:;he Church be 2oved b,; Oltri Dt or \•;a c!led 
en clc "tr..:Je u. -;,.r.t·i;h hi s .._,us _i_ ~? T.hc.::-eroro, s ir..co the 
C.nm•ch uo;,e p oase('J ::;oa the water 0£ 1ii'c v..n.d ·i:he 
po,.·,or ·to 'ljo;_>ti~e t· "' 11u.1. .. :!.:t";y , • o ono can ~"f:".2.0 tho 
ef£icucy 0£ ~ov~ti~.niat baptism &ld sanctif ication 
~1i t iou.·t l'i:i.•~~ · provin:1;,-4 t:-:.at ? o·-·r.::l:iio..'1 io in _.!'.il1c Church, 
or prcoi dea ov~r i ~. · 

ilovetir::n is :. o'ii :tn t llc Chu.re b ee us e .&1e did not f'ollow t h e 

lcgi·,ia a.t c 01.1.cc o:;;vio 1 of bi□hop~ . ' or_ eliun succeeded. 

Fab:lt'll "by t 1cgi ·ci m i;o orcli nt-tio1i . 11 't-5 

o::a.•uu.i:ni.•d. i n t he Chu:::.·ch for he w::-.a : 

iova·;.ia.11 :,~s not 

tio·. 

a 1an who ocorr1ed tllc t 1--ndi tion o:t t he• Coapel ·uul t 1e 
~poct lo •• , aucc 0eded 110 oi-ie tmd or i g i ne.tcd .f'ro..u. h.i.m.
sel.r ! :,'or one ,.rho ll~s not bea"l orc.1~ no . in the Chu· ·c!1 
C~l b;:, .i:!O ?.~CS-71~ j_)O;:iSOB:t 0:!' gov~rn t :ie C1~m .. c h . rn110 
C'm c i r.; n.o·i; outcido. I~ c&1u1ot be ::ren t or uiv-.lded 
""··i11· ... " .. .; .1- ,.,-.1 •r i-'· .Vt·•i~ ...... ... ; nr• . -;.,,. . .. ,.,.,1 -t•y ...... -:- -~ e-.; n ·le 
....._ • - -..i • - """'" - f - 11 1;:.u-'-• ~I i, ,u._ U "••'-' ~ .&..&. "' '-1.i. ~ .. w - , 

inc iv=l.sibl e llouoe . .. 

110 :i.3 l'lO·t o~tpe l lca by the biahop, but of hie o~.m 
acco.,:d z-rms o.:-r~ .rrot1 t he Ch'14'7h, condemni us 1-. j "loeJ.i' 
by his horetic;;u p::-osur.1.pt:i.on . 

:~ho sc.crc cl bond or lllli t:, is indiaso1ublc, c.?.1d t lloac 
·w.::io c~u ,;e ~~ oohism, u.eoert t heir b,iahop an.i -.;et ip 
a. pseudo-bishop for t hemcolveo outcide the Church, 
are le.ft •.-,i t out )lope end brine utter rui.11 upon 

lt-4Ibid _, cll...ptcro 2 t!lld 3, 'PP• 151-152. 
45Ib1cl, cr.saptcr :S, P• 152. 

4G!!l!.4, ohapto:t•s , M cl If. , P• 1 ~29/ 
47Ibid _, oh~pter ''-, P• 152. 
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themsel veo i'roDt ·the wr~tl1 of God. 48 

The very crw, of ·chc ;na·f;-c;er i a s·t &tetl thus: 

It may be objec·tod t i?.c t 1 ovation 2-cccpts the sUJ:J.e l t.:;\·T 
nrJ t!la Cc.t holic Chu:-:-ch , .niptizcs \'Ti th the s : me creecl , 
ac1tno,1le i1,;e a the o:»ne God ·!;he :'ather, the aeme :Jon 
Ch:."int , t he ea1:1e • oly opiri t, tmd tho.t he c an e:-:ercioe 
the :90\'te :;." t o baptize beco.use , ap_ s.rcntly, his baptismal 
i n te1ro~&tion i G no di f f erent £rom ou~a. It ~uct be 
r cco,ip.1 j.~ed, however , in t he f'ire·t pl a ce t hat .-,e and 
·.;he s chi cm1~.ticc fo not i n .fnc·t ch..'n"a :!. cownon credal 
l a,-, end c. col'Dl!lon ba.p·i;iomal interro0 etion. ~:hen they 
say , Do yov. beli eve in the remi cs i on of s ins and 
etorneJ. l i fe throu{!;h t he h oly Church? there is c lie 
i n,plic i "l: in t hei r que~t:i.on, s ince -'Glle y do not posseca 
t .1.e Church . :V"urther, their O\m lips confess tha t rc
t1i Dsi on of' s.:.n e C..,!.nllo·I; be Given e::::cep·t tlu.•ougl1 tho 
hol y Church, ~ 1d since they <lo not possess the Church, 
they l Qr11cn"ltrate -that sins oo.rmot be z~emi ttcd eJI1ong 
thol:! . '.J 

Since ho doec not poosess •i.he Chur ch or ·t;he f orgiveness of 

sins, hl1 c :.m.not posses s ·i;lle lioly Spirit r..nd cannot have 2. 

• • • 11.0 hero-tic 01· sclli ometic C-nl"-d1ore pocseascs the 
Ioly Jpiri·c, oJ-1.cl th-:>t, i n consequence, ·while he can 

he1,·~ize , he c nno·I; ~i ve tho !Joly Spirit. This ad
Iaission cites it easy fo1" u a to prove to th.em tha t 
he ·rho cl.ocs not possess t he Holy 3piri t c .. !Zmot b2ptize 
a t all . It i s in baptieci tha t ~-:e el.1 of us 1·eceivc 
the r emisoion of sins •••• This pe.sso.gc shous thet 
only he T:/h.O possesses -'-;he H~oY Spirit Call beptize ·:.."ld 
give the r emission of -s ins. 

The conclusi on to this entire line o:r rea.soning is 1ihia: 

Therefore, in order that according to God's ordinmice 
end ·the "i;rut.h 0£ t h e Gospel they :may r eoei-i'e the 
remission or ains ,~1d be sencti£1od and become temples 
of God, tll ".d thout cxcept:ton ~-,ho cone over to ·the 

~8 Ibi~, ohepter 6, P• 15;. 

ll-9Ibid, chapter 7, PP• 154-155 • . 
5oibid ollaptors 10 and 11, PP• 156-157. _, 
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to t he CJhurch o:r Clu. .. :la·t .from •ii::1.c advcrso.ri ea ::::.nd ti'!e 
t'il'J:ticlu•:i.u·iisr:: :t=i."c ·to lJe bllP'liized \'rl ·ch the be.r,ticr1.1 o;t 
the "hu,:ch . :;1 

be 

baptiam. :rt r.\U D'~ be pcri'or mcc:1 t·ti·thi n t he 'hurch .:.nd by an 

orti.aincc.l mom· Cl.. o.. ·i;h e c;ne truo Cl1urch. It was t ho author ity 

or ·i;he llw:o:i. •,,-.hich made b ap·~io1n valid i:n tlle.t it DJ.one 11 .... <i 

iihe po\1er l:o i.rt:p .. ::r·t t he ~·01 y Spix-i·i:. Difi.'erin11 £'1"ora Tcr-

···u11 · ~•·· " - J ..... n , 

tizeci. n~.de re:!l~ti voly li t tlc di:f'fcz·encc as loi'la aa 

t he POl"~on w;;:.s br ouuht up i:n t he Church mul continued in the 

Cb:arch . He iiho:i. o:rc:a.--e a ·h ·ongly v.J:•c;ed t!12t i nrai'l1L§. be broug 1.t 

to baptica ~~ s oon ~c poesible , even be£cre t ~e eight dcy3 

of the Olc.1 .i:est aue:a:t rit e of circm1.cision u er.e 1>assed. 52 

In t he ccnt1·ovcrsy ovez· :i:·G:J' >tiam t !'Le ,i:)Osi tion 0£ 

Stephe::1. a t l"'omc ovcxr'c;uo.lly won o Lt i .n the Ol1m-oh, but Cypz•iun ' ~ 

ini'luenoo i n the devc.lopnent of Jr,;he con.ce1-,t 0£ baptism T.·1e.a 

neve?:-'i;holess e;rco.t . I•iuch or t hic :tnfl1.1ence, it :must be 

ath.u tted, h ow·ever, w~ in ·the p~n1::i11g on of ti•adi tion. 

Above 211 the persocut :I.ons, the lapoecl e.nd t he schiams 

which rosul tecl determined tile ,'.ress E'.nd the ei:1ph&ses i n the 

tradi tiorw.l concept of baptism which Cypria.11. promoted end 

continued. 

51Ibid, oha.ptor ll,~. 157. 
52oyprit-m. ~iat]& LVIII, i .s. k.J!., v , 3:i3-35li-. 
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The i'i .!'·t;y yosrs •. 11.ich t h i s tllesi3 covers ·,.-,es e period 

oi' coni\'!.aion 1:md of s ·;;i-.:..ggl e be·t, .. ;een opyosill3 fo:!'ceo both 

~;i tlri n t he Ohi·ici t i ci1 c1,.-...1rcl'1 and ·with i n ·tlle Rom;;..'l'l ";;?""p i 1"'0 . 

-oroiai1 clements were !l3lti n a i n delib le ma:L'l,s on b o-~ll 0£ 

t hese insti tut:io:uG . In the .:;r.1p i1•0 the invasions or bai•

bari :::ns cauaeu :Ji6ni .fi cant eh.ungee i n t l1e oucces ..:::i.on of 

emporero ~.nu i nt c admini ~tration of gover.?lmcnt. Il1 the 

Churcl1 t h e po 3ocut·tona a 11d ·the r esul·t::u1.t lapsed rJ de certain 

cllanc o:J n.cceoe u_--.y in t lle adb"linistra:tio11 p1•a.oticos a:r tl1e 

Clll\Z'Ch . 

The .f'orei.:loer1i ot thcoe chw:i,aes we saw iu Cyp~i~..1.1' o 

co21oop t of p cnS\11ce. ;:_ '1 a:.s-roo:'.; uumber of lapsed ·:11d ·lihe 

r oDect cd threat o~ persecut ion m~de hi~ cha.ngo f rom a 

policj" of :1rt2"ic •t;nes::: to on.a of le11iency in .. ,ex-mi •iitin,: the 

l apoeu. t o :return to tl1e Church . 

In attenp•i.in.. to tietermin.c ·,l.J.o in£luence o:f t ll e l a:, aed 

on Cyprian• ~ doctrines of pan::w.ce m <i b~p-t:lGm we f.'!UG t f'i::i.'"at 

determine ·the i~f lucnce u 1ich tho lap,ced hat! on hi e doc

trine of ·tho Church. e 11.avo t ried to bri.~ t hia out in 

the thesis. Cyprian• s cloctrine of the Cl1urch ,..,cs i:n

.tluenced by the schisms which originated .i'rom t :10 1 Li1n,ed . 

CypriQIJ. considered all l apsed ena all oohismat1cs outside 

the Church. In t llis state they did no~ pooseos the ~oly 
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Spirit end~ ~ reou2t cou..ld neither b_ptize nor i~poae an 

ei'i'octivo :vonmnc c ,·1hich ,1oaic1. ~a.in for t ho repont ... n·t the 

toreivenes$ oz cins . 

I n Cy_ r i ..Q. ·i;! e oon.ccpi: of i;_ e Ohv.:roh ~-ms oe11·t e1·eu. in 

tllo cor1;,ol~nto visible l>o<ly ·1i·lih ~ le{:,i •iiil:w.te i>iohoL, a t t h e 

hoat1. .1111.y ... o·l;io o_ func·i;:i.on per.fo~-iod outci<.1c o:r t •u.3 

no power to iuntill t ho ~r~ce of God or t o ooctu~e etcru::.u 

life . Thocc b .. ¥pti zctl in och i:;;r.,ii -,ere not bap-'.;i:aed "'·t ru.1. 

Tlloc;o 0 01.:d:n ; t o -~h a Cb1.u ·oh £1•oru. schi:ll!l m1.u:rt ropen·t o:C t·1eir 

Cin' -
.... , ... ~_•-f'o,....,,. • t '1. 1 d b b . • d ..... · - ... ... c c1.u. o.,, c penance • on e e.p-..:1=0 • 

!:!hio pro.;1·cacior1 o:!: i n i'luences is coaplioe:'l.tov. to 

follo .i . Ii a oo ewh t ov "'l"ci .:1pli:f'icd st te~c t ,-,e c :m s.3:3 

t h~t t he l n.p:.ze{l c::-.u:1ed ·1; ,c aoh:I.o s, t lle sc.uams in.'°J.uoncod 

Oypri:::..1 1
... co:ncc ·i; o · t ho Ob.urch ,rhich in tUI.•n in:rluonce!ld 

hie concept• s of bt".ptiam and enance. 

1rr o::::1 ·i;h e ovi <lo:nc e whic' ,;,e h1:ive ozpl.orod in t lu.m theais 

uo muoi: conclude '(;Lot t l.l.e l e.pscc! had ve1·y little :i.ni'l.uenca 

on Tc1·tullim1 ' ~ conoei'>·to or baptism 1d pen~ce. The :iu:mber 

of lu.11aed i n hio dcy uerc :re,.., e:nu t llcy dic1 :no·t oeuoo sel .. iOtUJ 

!>l"Oblems in. t he Ohm•ch. 1.'e must ho,.·rever l cwe the door 

open to t he opinion th t t he lspsecl ,·roro e. contz·i b·•ting 

factor in ove1oping his ot~ict 1ez a1ist1o interpretation 

o:t peno1100 and 'bapticr.:!. L"ut this wo c~ only conjocturo 

~ d not prove. 

xo a lr.:ee extent botl1 Ter·tul.l.12'"1 and Cyprian a01"el.y 

pa.oaed on tho t r t:ldition o~ Christendom at l.ur~e or the 
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tradi t ion of c. s ee,r.um.t oi' Chris tianity • 

. ii.l t hot v , m · 1y oi' ·.;he cono eyto i l! their doctr ines of 

:penmice .... ,"!d bapt i sm a.re not held by t ho ma jor ity 0£ \lhris

ti o tot.\cy , t•; e 1 no,-1 t La.t bo·lill oi: t hoDc ,:ri tcro ho.cl a 3ree.t 

influence on the .:,.u:t."11:>.'e :;,oJ.icieD of the Church res e.rding 

t he r c~<1-n:i t t nnce of' t.l.o lc .• pccd i n to t he .fel1owehip 0£ the 

\Jhurch . The e::.:tent o:i t his ini'l.uence is beyond -'-;he scope 

o:f' t hi s _..;h c oi ::: . T.ic 11 :··t gr oe:t voice i n ~1es tcrn Chl."iatendom 

to a;?e:!lt on ·!;his l">1' 0bl.om e:t'ter Oypric.:n io St. /iugus·i;:·.1. c . 

o Cl'i ticizo~ both Tcrtul2imt a.ud Cyp:-im1 tor tliei!" ~.:,aoh

in~s on b .. pt i sm and 1,encnce but the influence of both t hcac 

:ra."l!o? :1 cm1 be seen i :?:1 i;il.eir €,'Teet 3uccaesor . 



U:.J3!:IOG4 ;\.?liY 

A. Px-i mary Sow:-cen 

nus~~~,µ~. C=l:!:1:1~.:~ J:i:..~~-9.:::~. v .. oJ.. I, 
.. ,ice!'le L\1f..l l:os·::- .:icei.10 l!1e.t h o1"s. 
Scribncr' o 9ono , 1925. 

Second -~cries o~ tho 
liew York: Chi:!l."les 

~ 1_g_:t~q'.!;l:iD.21 , Vol . III or ,~ ,._e ~ to-.. t!.9,_e11(! ;, ~thoz:r~• .Ec.1i ted by 
.. • obertr.: . '!lv..tfalo: ?ne CJ1rls-c~--i Li tera:tura Publiah
int~ Co ,. , 1886 , 

?a:rrar, Frederic ·I ,. ~~c;_g, _g! ~ 1"':2the1·s. I. ..'..k1inburzh,: 
Charl es Dl ac:, 1089 • 

.c o::--.kos-Jackoo11, F . J. 'r.uo J!is1;oi;y: ,!! ·i;he OhJ. .. isticn Church 
11

1•01.1 the ~:,.r1ies·t :clm'es -So .. ::... D. lJ.bL ch!oego: :r. 1. 
!l!es-sil1a Coup~ Y.927. - -

Gibbon, l.'}t1uar d . ~~he Decl~l'.:e :md .!:all 0£ t ile !lom...'Ul I:1opire. 
I. liow York:·n~cfo!:i i:lous'e\Tlie X• .. otloril'J;ibl.•ary)";' n.d. 

G,1etkin, 1-.!cr,..ry . lelvill, j:;:n;•~a Ohurcp. l!istocy 12, .:·t. D. ID• 
II. London: Macm:f.lJ.~i,'U a.11 . Oompauy, 1909. 

ilefele, Oba:rlos Joseph. ,t; llis·to o:r ~ Ohristicm. Counci1a 
to the C1oac of ~ C unc -2,;: [{00.00., A. D. ID_. 
'f'ianslaio! byWilll'cm • ~. 7Uifnbwr@i: !I?~ T. 
Olark, lG9lh 



76 

Kicld, D. J. .J°'i. Hi a torv o:f ·l;h e C h :t.1.'1."c 1l to A. J • 
Ox.fox•d: T~ o cl".i."::'u;cji'd.on Preo"o; . i922;- .;;;_.;.., ......... 

I. 

Mor~e:11 , J ~•mc -?• The :fm13or·tgpo~ _2.£ ~<?-·"~ullic>.ll ~ t_!lo i)e
~eJ~opncn1; .!?.t~ir;i.o·!;j.an ]~ : • . JJondo11: Rc1:;m1 r aur;
:i.:rench;--~~rubncr-~ cfo ., 11Gu~-, 1928 . 

ciue.stc1-, Johm:u1c~J. :i:~.tr ol_og,t• II.. Westr.tlnste1·, IJ~
l t:nd : 'J!he t o~·,n.··n ' l~r"cw::.: , 1.95::;. rp. 243-'.,82. 


	The Influence which the Lapsed had on the Concepts of Baptism and Penance in the Writings of Cyprian and Tertullian
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627566806.pdf.OJai6

