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CHAPTUR I

I-:'.: .1.'1-1‘.';‘ J \I o -A.f.ic ]

Thic thesis has as its purpose the investigotion of the
concepts of hapiicm and penance during the times of perce-
cutlion, in order 40 deteraine whether those Christions who

lapsed during the persccubtions hod significant effects om

the developnont of thece concepts. This problem arose for

o

10 vriter in hic gtudy on tho nature of sacramentalisn in
The eaxly Church and specifically on whether the concept of

(s hayirds] T 5 X A L1 |
_._? i ('-' —‘...--%lh <5

mich later doveloped in the Romon Catholic

-l

Church as stoted at the Council of Trent, had its beginnings
slready in the anite~llcone Churche.

e ncope of this thosis is limited to tho writings of
Tertullicn ond Cyprien. Both of these men lived in the Horth

- -
-

Juvicen city of Corxrthage and pleyed inmportant roles, not
only in {thc developmont of these concepts in the Horth Afxrica
Church, but throughout 2ll Christendon end egpecially in
she Jestern Church.

An historical ovorview of the times in which these two
theologions ond church fathers lived ic vitally ncceasary
to understend meny of their sctions. This overview io
contained in Chaptor IZ. In Chaptoer IIXI we look at the
lopoed t0 see bthe way in which they lapsed, the extent of
lapgse in the Church, the attitude which the Church hed over

ageingt then ond finally the schisns in the Church which




2
werc caugcd by the lupsed. In Chepter IV we take & look
ot the lifo ond thousght of both Teridtullion ond Cyprien
order +o place then in historical perspective. In tho
noxt two chapteras, V and VI, we look at the concepts of
boption and penance in the writings of Toertullica and

T

Uyprion and indicote where the persecutions und tho lappoed
played on inportant pert in influencing their concept and
where they 4Aid not.

The conceptc of baptism and ﬁe::sncc in Pertullian ond
Cyprlan ox'e digeussed in evexy church history which covers
tiils weriod at :.::E:; length. [HMany books hove aleo been
wrliten on this subject, but none, to the Imowledge of the
wrlter, attacks thowse concepts from this perilcular view-
poing.

-l

The najor sources for this thesis were the writings

o
e

Tertwllion ond Cy w.t..,:ﬂ and church histories which dealt

in detoil with thipg periods Several recosniszed blographies
on the two carly churchmen were 28lso uocds At the beginning
of cuch chopter & more detailed refercnce to source material

is given.




CHAPTER 11

e SR B SHRL R, e
A HAGPONIOLL PERSPUCDIVE OF THE YPERSECULTIONS.VHICH OCCURRED
BETWLEN , PHE LIVES . OF TERTULLIAN AED CYPRTAYM

During the firct two centurdes of the Christicn ere the
Christien Chmreh had been subjected to many persecutions.
3¢ pergecuiions had usually been initliated by Romez
enperors. lievertholess they had all been limited to specific

orcen. For The most part they were worganized and éirected

againgt Chrisvians in general. It was usually up to the
local provincigl governor to enforce the persecubtion in his
trea. The cdict of Septimiusc Severus in 202 changed the
picture radically.

Jeveorus sccecded to the Roman purpiec in the year 193
end ruled until his desth in 211 A% first he was well dig-
posed to the Christion religion but political events goon
cauced a change in hig thinking. Followlng the death of
Commodugs, the immodiate predecessor of '.ieverus s the Homan
Impire came upon bzé dgys. Alrecady during his reign internal

icruption and berberic invasion begen to tear the ompire

cpart. This digruption and unrest aceded = scapegoat. The
lot fell to the Christiams.

4 second ceuse of the edict of Severus was the inorcag-
ing number of Christions. JAlthough their total number muot
heve been a small percentaze of the entire population, the
ubiquity and seal of the Christians must have made thedr
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number scem congiderably morec. Tortullisn refers to the

fear of the mogictrates when he writes in Ad Ilationess

"-"\]!
et

noevr
-ty b

"“}

4 aftor doy, indeed, you groan over the incrcaging
aumber of the Christians. Yom coangtant cry is, that
the stete is besed (by us); that Christions ere in
your fields, in your camps, in your icl..gnc.s. You
grieve over it as a calomity, that ezeh gcex, overy
age—--in phort, every rani--ig pogsing over f.wﬂ you
o usj yet you do not oven after "*1 gset your nminds
upon ‘ﬁ..:-.._c ting wheother thore be not hiere some lafon®

e TeTil -
OGN e -

[~ O
\...-c.

iIn 202 Severus logoued an cdict "in which 'under heavy

2lvics he forbadeo people toc become Chrigtians,® 2 Thig
edict wae losued specifyings

the different classes of Christiens o0 be prosecuted,
end determining the whole nrocedure, :anlu\l__n,_, Bolice

ropulotions, venaltiesy ond coafiscationag. The appli-
aticn of these edicte wes not left to the discretio;n_
of individual GOVernore; they were bom‘.u to take action,
e to follow cut .9.2‘0"1 point to point, the plon of
repreogoion lald down by the o*":f.‘:lclk.lf' cf "-;‘:'.n.e Inperizl

Sceretoriat.”

The edict woe cimed primaxlily at ctopping now conver=

sions to Chyistionitye.

The choracierliectics of the. ncrsecu ion under Scoverus
gre thug opparent. Firegt, it wes the first official
pers ccu'b:r.ﬁl‘ by edici: a foret...s{.e of those that were
0 follow under Decius, Valerian, and Diccletisn.
Jecondly, the ediet aimed excluslvely at convertiss

1

Pertullion, Ad Hationeg, in 4’% te—ziiccnae?s.tizez-s. editold
L1106

by slexender doberts (DUPicio, iew rork: & hrigtion
I.-:!.'!;ora‘i:ure ""ub" ish" ns Gomps—.ny, i855), III, 109.

'3. Je Ei 4 iliplox Zhe Church X0 L. De 463
(Cxlords Gl...rc'lﬁon I'Tens, 9'27.") » Ly .

{London: Iurrzy, 1933)

3Louis Ducheono, #_a_tr':_ll

262,

I-%gt ry of the Chwieticn Chuwch
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cad only dn thelr case reversed the regulotion of
rrajen that Christions "are not to be gought out.”

It was thic edict which resulted in the famous nmariyrioms
of Ferpetua, Felicitas, Saturus, and their campa.ioné, 2ll
neophytes, or cutechumens, in ﬂarthagé. Tusebius records
the mertyrdon aloo of Leonides, the fathor of'crigen. wio
wes beheaded ng o result of the ediche?

Although the intensity of the persecution was shorpest
in Ggypt and north /Africe, the effectes seem o have been
nesligibvles novhere do we read of wholesale desertions fron
Yhe church as ocourred fifty yeors lateor during the Decian
pergecution, That desertions occurred is certainly true,
was one of the issues vhich persﬁ*ﬁeu Tertullion

Pase &1cd
Pismy Siyd =~
o L GILL T

t0 leave the churel and become & Montamist. What bothered
Tertuillian even more was the lerge number of Christians who
fled in %$he foce of persecution. He condomns this practice
by writing:

Well, then, if it is cvident from whom persecution
precceds, we ore cble at once $o satisfy your doubis,
anld %o decide from these introductory remarks zlone,
that nmen showld not flee in it. For if persecution
proceeds from God, in no woy will it be our duty to
flee from what God has as its zuthor; a twofold reason
oppogcing: for what proceeds from God ought not on the
one hapd 4o be avoided, and it caanot be evaded on the
other.

4¢84, ope olte, e 347.

5 = T :
Fusebius, Church History, in liicene and Fost-iicene
Rathers, cdltod hT1i0 30§%§r (liow York: Chorico ﬁcriﬁner'a

£
Jong, 1925), I, 269.

6 = "

Pertuilion, D¢ Duge in Fergecutione, in inte-=licene
Fothors, odited ﬁy’ﬁlexander ﬁoﬁerfﬁ_fﬁﬁiialo iew forik: The
Thripticn Litorature Publishing Uompeny, 1085), IV, 118,
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This rewsoning did not become the accepied practice in the

church, but it later couvnced mueh trouble in the 1ife of

The relgn of Severus wae o turning point in the history

of ‘the Roman Empire, ocnd for this resscon it is valuable to

-
n-l

discuss it further

§

severus ruled the ecmpiyre with an iron hand. He hzd
used dubiocns methods in gedining the throne and continued

pis deathe Iuring his reign the fortunos of

p

them until
the cmpire were rovived. OSeverus was an African by birth
end from o femily of low geoial standing. He rose to
power through marder and intrigue, setiing the stuoge for
cuccceding emperors to follow in his steps. After his
death in 211 until the accession of Jiccletisn in 234

‘P

< ' 3

anty-tiiree onperors sot in the seat of Auguntus.

They are kznown ao "the Barrsck-room Emperora®™; theoy
re.l.,_,;zc..;., on an averorze, & little over three yeors
eachy and f..l.L, suve Lhree-—.ucoius, 25951, \hlnr.*.‘..n,
235-60, and Claudius, 268=T0==dicd vioclent deoths
either at the w.z: 04‘ & nutinous soldiery o by the
orderz of & successful rival.(

Glvbon soys thatl:

The conbenporaries of Severus, in the enjoyment of
the pecce and glory of his reign, forgave the cruol-
tico by which it had been introduced. Fosterity,
whe ex ﬁcrmc;ced the fatel gffects of hio meximg and
oxemple, juetly considered him as the principal zuthor
of the decline of the Roman emplre.B

Tz1ad, op. glies De 338.

3, = <
,-.d-mrd Gibbon, Ihe Decline and Fell of the jlomen
Empire (lew York: The Todormn %ﬁﬁrm. NeGe)y L, 1104
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Juring the reign of Severus much of the religlouc syn-

cretiosm of the century was introduced. Thiz come about

mainly through his wife, Julis Domna, who was the daughter

of the high pricsct Bassienus of Emessz in Syria. She:

|
5 bty ]
L2200

Bl

DYIve

%0 1

wan 4 womin of strong will, end of romarkeble intel-
lisence and cultivetion. &as cmwreda, ghe woas soon
u_roua led by 21l thet wes nost intellectunl in the

At that time, culﬁz':t»d nen hed cezsed to
the gods. They were ecoa-ng religious.
'_cquilc., :73%101Ln had not, as yet; cxprescscd
itself in the ;crmdmaa of the ﬁeo-ETatonlc syatem,
but there wos, almost everywhere, & tendency to trenc—
orm the ¢¢thccn 1nbo & hierarchy, c¢ ac to Teconecile
% in some degree with a2 conception of Divine Unisys
in ﬁnrﬂlmty. bhis agchool encouraged Yythagorean

- wle
wseeticiom.d

e cttitude e very strenge paradox developed, for:

e Court, reflecting the religious syneretism of the
se, ineclined towerds bhrlatzhnlt;, a8 one wnmong
t;er DJJ s of moral or monctiheistic worghip. Julia
JG 1, for ingtonce, « « « wos well acqyaintcu with
Lﬂ“hanlu? shrough Christiaons in the 1ﬁﬂer1mi°
housechold, end was well dispoged towards them.

wa have SJoverus publicly peraccuting Chrisgtisns and
wboly protecting them in his courd.

When Soverus diecd in 211, his son Caracalla succeeded

-,

the throne and riled until 217. During his reign the

churen suffeored minor persecutions despite the continued

influence of his mother im political affalrs. The

gDuc'-mnne. o, clt., pp. 261-262.
10;1ad, on. gites pe 350.

STt e N pa—

g

— e e

R ———



8
bersecuitions which began under Severus, gradually died out,
for he showed no hostility towards the Ghrisﬁiana.ll Juite
to the controry hetoppeurs 4o hove received from his
hristion nurse an instinetive regard for the followers of
in 217 the EFrectorien Praefect Opilius Macrinus plot%ed

azainst the enperor and finelly hoad hinm assassinated and

o

hingelf assumed the throne. Soon afiter this dulie Domma
took her own life rether than be ruled by her son's
urderer. This however was not the end of the Severian
¢ynrotye The anigter of Julla Homns was s ambitious as she.
Heor nene wes Julia lMoesa. She had two daughters, one of
whom she c¢laimed had borme & naturel son to the deceased
enperor, Carncalle. This boy was now & youth of thirteen
and the high nriest of Emess. lMacrinus was deposed by the
loyel Lasgteorn contingenis of the army znd the youth placed
on the throne. ile cssumned ‘the name of the Sun God of
Emopa, Elagebalus,
whor he trensported to Home, onud continued o worship
with fenoticszl devolion. - Lile his great-aunt Joml,
the new emperor was o syancretist, but affer = fashion
of his owne. Olympus must centre round his god, and
hie firet step wae o narry that deity o the celesticl
Junc of Carthige. Daul, having emigrated to the Weat,

was reunited Ho Astoreth, and grected with the
pocustomed Syrizn rites, in g1l their depravity snd

111‘ oy - A % ' - ol »
Fornond ourret, 4 distory of the Catholic Church,
tranglated by Heve ﬁew%on Thompson (Ste LOULS, Ti0et liorder
Book Compeny, 1946), I, 321.

127p14.

|
!
|
i
1
i
|
I
i
!
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and frenczy. The emperor hingelf preslded over this

?el§giaus orgy, and Fhere &oligptei3to abase &ll that

remeined of $he old Romen dignity.

His ultinote goal was to establish a worship which would
wnlte 211 forma of religion, including the Christion. Ilis
reigm laosted until 222 and was a period of wninterrupted
peace Tor the Christian Church.

In 221 Elzgebalus was persuaded by Julia lloesa to
adopt hic cousin Alexender and invest him with the title
of Caesar. Alcexander goon became populer with the army end
the emperor equally as much deapiaeé. Iutiny broike out in
the army followed by seovere recriminations on the part of
logebalus, and ended in thoe Pretorian gucrd massecring

“he emperor and throwing hig body ian the Tiber.14

Upon his death Blagabalus was succecded in 222 by hise
cousin Llexander 3Severus, who reigned until 235.
Alcxender was &s un-hHoman as Slagebalus. His reign
was also moarked by o period of peace in the Church. ILike
his predccensor, Alexonder was eclectic in mattors of
relisgion.
lie set up the statue of our Iord in his privape chapel,
side by side with Tigures of ipolloniusg, Lbranmn, ond
Crpheuse. He was ruled by Julia HMexmeea, his mother,
the niece of Julie Domzme and the patroness of Gr}gen.
e adjudged o pilece of disputed lond seross the Tiber

¢ thc Christians rather than 4o o guild of cooks:
for "it were bebier," he said, "that in some faghion

lBDuchesne. Ope Citey De 2065,

e cocount of the reign of Elogebelus is given in
Gibbony Op. cltey PP 124=1351.
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ox other God should bo worshipped there than that 1%
should be given over fp cookg." Jind "he suffered the
Christions to exist."
In 235 we gee the seed of Septinius Severus' policles

of murder und intrigue bear fruit in the accession of

Maximin the Threcien. During his short roign of three

Jeors the long period of neace in the Church was broken

Ly an oificicl versecution. Busebius givees us & good sum-

maxy of this persecution:

m enperor, Alexander, heaving finishod his
in thirtesn years, was succeeded by MHaximinug
n account of his hatred toward the house~
cxander, which conteined many believers,
he began a persceutlion, commanding thet only the
rulers of the churches should be put to death, as
regponsible for the Gospel teaching. Therecupon
Cripgen composed hip work On Hartyrdom, and dedicated
1% to imbrose zad Frotoctetus, = presbyter of the

pariah of Coeoorcae, because in the persecution there
had come upon them hoth unusual herdships, in wvhich
it is reported that thoy were eminent in confession

during the reign of Maximinus, which lasted but three
years. Origen hos noted this as the time of the
persceution in the twenly-sccond boolk cflg.is Commeit-
toarics on John, and in soveral cpistles.
The persecution was locsl, *In some places it was furious,
in others mild, =2nd in many pleces there was no persecution
at =ll; compared with other perseccutions, it cleimed but

few victins." 17

The erueltics end conduct of Moximin generated much

popular wnvest and hatred among the people. In the province

15x1aa, op. gites Do 351e

lﬁEusebiua. Ope £itey De 274

17Ié!ourrat, op. cit., e 359,
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of ifrice the firgt revolt eageinst Meximin broke oute The

"

proconaul Gordisvnus wos proclaimed emperor along with his
son of the gome nome. Imediantely thoy noved thelr courtd

to Carthage where Cyprion must heve been living at this
time. IFrom Carthage they eppeeled to the senate in Rome for

supgzort aseinst lMexinmine The

enate comcurred, but before

o

thoy could tuke any metexdiael action the Gordisns hed beon

=
o
o

teated by Capelionus, governor of Mouritania, "Carthage,

~

destitute of defense, opened hor gates to the conguercr,

wane 3 L e
28 AXY1C

L wes exposeld $0 the ropagious crucliy of a slave,

.
LS

Obllged to patisfy his unrelenting nester with & larze

118

account of biood ond treasure.t But the sencito hod gle

Vomcinug ond Baibinuo as co-enperors of sthe

o)

ready cleoote
mpire cud passed o sentence of death agsinet Hexinin, In L
April of 2%G thilp sentence wos carried out as Hexinmin was
beseiging the eity of ﬂquileia.lg

By July of this scame year thoe two co-ompororc lNaximus

. s c——

end Zelbinus hed net the seme fate = Maximin at the hands
of a group of fmlaiera.ao Gordian IXI now bhocame eMpPCrore
This third Gordien was only thirteen when ho was

corried by the droops into their camp outplde Nome and DO~

clained onperor. He ruleé until 244, Mg reign was filled 1

lBGibbon. Qe Cito' Pe 15G. ]

lg!an account of the reipm on Maximin cam be found in 1
ﬂi:)-‘t'ﬂ-"’a’ Be Eit.. DPPe 147-161. C "

“Ogiubon, ODe Cibes DPe L6L1-1G
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wvith intrigue, murder snd unvest as his miniptors jockeyed

for positions of leadership oné imporisl control. With

ouch confusion in the capitol, the Church wes left unmolesied.

4% the age of ninetecn, in the yesr 244, Gordic IXII was

wonoeinoted by the next emperor, Philin the Arsbien.
Fhilip reigned from 244 to 249, Eusebius hes & very
interosting comment to make concernming shis emperor,
Gordionus had beon iomen ocmperor for six years when
Philip, with his con Philip, succeceded hin, It in
reportod thut he, being o Christien, deuvired, on
the day of the lest poschel vigil, to shere with the
malititude in the proyers of the Church. but that he
wvae nov permlidted $o enter, by him who then presided,
wtil heo haed moado confespion and had aumbered himgel?
ononyn those who were reckoned as tronsgressors ond
vio cccuplcd the place of pononce. For if he had not
dene this, he would nevey have been roceived by him,
on asccount of the many crimes which he had commititod.
It 1o sold thaet he cobeyed readily, menlfescting in
his conduct & genuine and pious feexr of God,”

Philip not only refroined from persecuting the Christiong,
far

but the evidonce seoms to indicate that hie was fevorably

disposed to the Church.

e morked hie reign by soveral humane measures. e
abolicghed thet publicity of vice which had loag been
the scandal of the pagan world. In 248, at tho
millennial of the founding of Home, he graonted &
general anmesty, which peraittgg the return of
exiled or deporied Christliens.

The some writer continues by sceying thotb:
In ito oubtward orgenisotion, its geogrephical expan-

gion, its ponetration into society, and the develop-
ment of ccelesiccticel seicnce, the Church mude

21 rusobing, OD. Ciles Do 278.
223&011:?1'(2’&'. Ou. .E_:L;E.' Do 56
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notzble progress in the reign of Imperor E’hilip.23

The flve yeor reign of Philip came to & trazic end in
249e e fell in batile egainet the symy thet hed revolied

ageinst him and had made Declus the now omperor.

The reign of Decius leooted for only three yeoars, from

oL

370 y wele T D = b - w gl . o
249-251, but the resultc which his reisn hed on the

Chrigstion Church are ceriainly enormous. It wes his odict
of perpecuition that cawsed the wholesalc deseribion from
the ramlks of the Church and gave rise to the importent
controversien and developments in Christien doctrine which

are trented in this thesis.

Jecius was o novlive of Panmmonia, northwest of Thrace.

The rouson for the ipsuing of his famous edict is not clear.

I% was probuebly his grave conceyan over the moral and cul-

L&

Ttural breakdown of Romen society which begen with the
introduction of the religions from the Last.

Unlike the Heronian versecution, that under IDecius
weg not the work of & deapotv's ceprice: it was the
result of a strictly congservative and pagen reeciion
egeingt the Lfovors gronted the Christiang undeor
Emperor rhilip, 2 Jealous rivalry ageinst the social
status oequired by Christienlity during the first pard
of the third century. Decius weas merely the ingtru-
nent of that rescition and rivelry—-on ingtrunment
wondexrfully adeopted to the task lald upon hin by the
faction which put him on the threne. The pagan
writers praice him as & man of Stoic regulerity of
1ifo, bus the Christicng denounce him ag "an accursed
wild Deoot™ fgr hic wowl: of colevleting and methodical
deatzucticn.

257p1d, pe 365.
241p1d, p. 378. f
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A & means of implementing reform he revived the oifice of
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cengor, cantrusting it to the senator Valerian, who became

emporor in 253%.<7
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He cormispgioned Valerlan:

to reform all abuses, whether in the palace, the

senate, the govermment, or elscwhere. A determination

te extirpate the Christian religion was among his
schemes for general reform; he saw in Christvianity a
potent solvent of Roman menners and customs; he
expected to put am @%EL to it by severe measures,
vigorously applied.

-

The edict which Decius issued is no longer cextant bub
contents can be gathered from the many writers which
do lmow that:

it provided for aen universgal proscription; and leflt
nothing o local or pergonel initiative, whether of
people or magistrates It fixed o date, or apsointed
tern, for aclzing profossion of belief; and a1l who
by this day had failed to declare their psganisn were
t0 be token for Christians and so ligble to persecu-
tion, not only in the large cities such =3 lome,
Carthoge, Alexendriz, intioch, or Iphesus, but in
lessexr towms such ag.?}?e';r-cacsm'ea, in villages, and
on private estatos.

chief chaoractoristic of this persecution is that it
simed ot oll Christiens and not just the leeders.Zo

object was not so much o meke mertyrs as to naoke

25Duche:3no, Op. cit., De 267,

261344,
2Tr1ad, op. gite, pe &31.
2BI‘-‘ic:m:'e"a't;, OPe Cite, Ds 380,
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apogtates "J It wep enforced <throughout the empire.

50

In the spring ond eexrly summer of 251 %he persecution
began to clacken. The Goths were invading fronm the Hoxrith,
end Deciugs had to ctop them. A batile was fought in the
nershes of the Debrudsscha in August of 251 with the Romans
suffering a discstrous defeats In this battle Decius lost
hig life. The Chuvch was given o bresthing spell to deter-
mine its losses end Lo toko positive oieps in reclaiming
thoce who lapsed.

What were the resulte of this persecution?

'.-;@mr"c ag 1% was, his persecvﬁ:ion left deep wounds.

he number of aposictes end ILibellatlel, thelr efforts
uO e \"1.::--1 so tbe Church, the striic besween Confessors

nd Lichops ond betweon the advecotes Ol rigour and
ox :L;...:I'.G'f, not to mention the schism of the '“1"&“" cts
cnd the doctrinel guestion ebout rebaptisn, ’co;;:e".:her
with the pergonel rivaelrice :anolvcdg all these things
were o serious legacy to the Church. x

The modin purpose the persecution was to cause a greas
nunmber of apostucies. In this:

It succceded well ot Tirst, as persecutions usuclly
do when the goverament hasgs common sease enough to
11';: recantation easye It is far harder {o resist
at :‘.‘.L::::" then ot a later s"‘""c, when each puccessive
nartyr swells the growing tide of eathusicen which
oi‘tcr. gives neow strength to those who began 'ri'!:h
utter failure., At fivet cpostates are many, nariyrs
foewve 50 in the Declen persecution. It was sikill-
fully plemmed, 1t took the ehurches by surprise, and
it found naeny unworthy brethren whom the long peace

29%iad, op. Slbes Do 433,
50 - e

Henry Melvill Gwatlin, lerly ch it Lo ;‘s.. De
313 (London: lMazemillen ond camnany, %%%7 11, §%§_

5li1ad, On. Clii., DPe 435-436.
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had tcmpted into them. So the crowd of renegades was
porticularly scandelous. These were of sundry sortae,
Lfor the suthoritiecs cored little how o man denied
Chriot, so that he did it in one wey or anothers » «
The virtuel cpostobes cppear o hove been much fower:
at Alcxomdria, where the riots in Philip's tinme.had
warned the waverers, thon at Carthege, where the
offenders were in the thousands, e.gg gave rise to
more then one sericus controversye.

As the persecution proceeded, many of the bishops in
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ot leo=Cacoaree, of Dionysius at Alexandric and wndoubtedly

of mony other bishops. From their hiding places they con-

accountted fLoxr the stendfastness of meny Confessors and the |
ongoing opexotvion of the 5311:::331.33
When Decius was killed in 251, his immedioate successor
t0 the throne was Galluse. The relipgn of Gellus was shors
(251-253), but during thesc two yeers he continued +the
persccution edict of Deciue although his lack of zZeal and

nthusicsn for maintaining it greatly hindered its effectlve-

lieCHe

In 253 Gallus woe defeated ond murdered by Aemilianus
wvho had put dovn the advance of the Goths in the lorih.

Aemilipmus assuned the purple, but hig reign lasted less

32Guwaticin, - one €ites; DDe 255-256.
33uchecne, op. oit., pp. 269-270. : |
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than four nonths. He in turn was defeated and killed by
Valcriaw.Eg
Yolerien reigned until 260, His reign brings to a
close the iLcrminus ad guem of this paper. A&t firgct Valerizn
wos peescefully disposed to the Christiens but soon resumed

the principles in the edict of Ieclus. The peace which
5

i

the church enjoyed is described by Dionysius of Alexandria.
It lasted from 254 to 257.

In his real relstlon (0 the Christiens, Valorian

ds us of Severus and Diccletlien. If he had no
aympathy with Christians zs suech, he was williang to
be on tho most friendly termo with individuals. He ?
beson with the recall of Tucius and the exiles.
Before long his house was full of Cihuristions who
vere saﬁginély treated that they called it o house

o M J
0.‘. uO-‘.?..

Dionysiuo of Alexondris in Busebius' Ecclesiasgtical History

2ttributon the change in Valerion's aivtitude to "the

teachor and ruler of the synagogue of the Megi fron Egypt,"37
& certaein lMeoerizn, Thig lMogerian was & gstaunch pagan and
e bitter foe of +the Church. The conditions in the empire
nede Valexizn o geood listener to Thoe charges of lfzacrlan,

The frontiers were cssailed on all sicdes; the Franks,

the Alomons, and other pilleging tribes from Gormany
crogsed the Rhine aad the Denube. The Goths, dwellers

34Gibh°ﬂ. ODe. cito. DB 219—223.

35zusebius, Book VII. 5, op. cites De 294

36 gati-in, op. olb., p. 266. Eusebius has this informa-
tion in Book VII, 10 of his Church History, ops cit.,
Pie 256=~299. 0 o

37Euaebius, (¢}

o Citey Pe 208,
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by the Hoxth Hea, become pirctes, herried the gce-
board, reveged isia Minor, ond even showed them-
selves in the Aegean. On the east of the cmpire,
the Porsiasns toolk possessiocn of Armenia and leso-
potamic. Bven the +tribes of the Sahore attacked
the oulponts of NMumidlie. Valerian, good but wealk,
80 for loot his head ca 0 yield to fanactical
counsels and rengw Decien's futile perseculion of
the Christians.”

o i ede aka v

It must have been the old appeal of Celsua, that every

Christion sohould give hiec wvholchearted support to the

copesror and the empire, which caused the chenge of heart
in Velerian. The cherges ageinst the Chrigtians resulted:

in %wo edicts of persecution in 257 znd 258. FKeither
of these was direected cgaingt Christions as individ-
wals o much as azaingt the Christian Church. o

one wos reaulred to apostatizes The first decree
enjoined upon the hiererchical heads of the Church

©o join officiclly in the worghip of the ;ods,
althoush, if thoy co wished, they night continue
their worghip of Christ, md.jzso abandon the collegiate
form of church crzeniszation.”’

Ca i ]

This Tirst e

ict wag published in Augunet of 257. It

f

effceted only the higher clergy ond yesulted in fow

mortyrdons. Those bighops who refused to corry out the

orders of the edict were cxiled from their bishopric.
Stephen of Rome wos bonished, Cyprian of Certhage was
wiled teo Curubis in Africa, end Dionysius of Alexandric

My
wvas exiled to Hephwro in Lilibye. 0

3BDuchosne, ope cit., Ds 273. BSee slso CGuwetlzin, op.
cit., P. 266 and bon, on. cit., ». 22.

392-;‘f.ou1~ett. One it.y P #413. BHee also Duchesne,
ODs Ciliey De 2T7%e

#O01pia, p. 214,
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Valericon scon dlscoverod thot the firot edict did not
do the job of siopping the Church from holding getherings
and extending its influence. Conseguently in 258 he issued
his second edict, which Cyprisn describes in his lettors

1

20 ond 81.% ®his edict imeluded not only the clexgy bub

-

he sentence for

(32

elso laymen in certain secular positions.

- & : 2
thoge who violated the edict was death.™ riyrdons

, -

grew in great numbers as a result.”

The death of the bishop of Carthage is thus described:

Cyprian was summoned fror Surubis ﬁo Corthage by the
new proconsul uwﬁonih- Haximus. B when Galerxrius
found himself too unmell to 1c¢v; Ut;c s he sent for
Cyprian Yo come there. As this did not suit Cyprian's
plans, he hid himgelf. Ilie was guite ready for death,
but ot Certhage smong his people, not at Uticea.

“hen the prceccongul renched Ca axrthage, Cyprian wes
arrested in his owmn home, and brought before hin next
morning (Sept. 14). The trial was snort, for the
offenoe war flagront and avowed: end soon the dying
Galeriusg read the sentence "that Thascius Cyprianus

be bcueauea with the sword." A groat company followed
tc the ploce of exccution, for all men felt that a
great coreer wos eanding. Even the executioner was
overawved and utterly unnerved, and the commanding
centurion hod to,glive the fetol stroke. So fell

o ! 4 df

Cyprien « « » o

41, o] )
Cyprian, gZpigtles 40 fgg, » in inteo=llicene Fathers,
edited by Alcxander Roverits (Buffalo: The dhristiia Lfferar

fure Publishing Company, 1885), V. L04-L08,

ZDuchesne, ODe Ciley Pe 274
“3riaa, op. glte, Do 476

QAGwaxkin. Ope Citep DPe 269-270. OSee also lourett,
Ope cltey, DDs 4—1)-42T.
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In 260 Valerian wes inmprisoned, znd his con Gallienus
assumed the throne mnd ruled until 268. He issued the

firgt edict of toleration in & Resecripi of 261.""5

452 = ; e
(idd, ope. cit., De 478,




CHAPTER IIX
THE LAPSED AND TiE CHURCH
The Hature and the Extent of the Christisn lopsed

Ve would first like %o consider the nature or method
by which & Chrisctian lapsed from the church. In the letters
of Cyprien we find much information on this subjecct. For
this reason we shall congider this topiec in the lighs of
the Doclan persecution.

The long pe

»iod of peace thet the Church experiecnced
from the cnd of the reign of Caracalla to that of Deecius,
with only minor outbreaks, caused the Church to become lax
in ite diseipline and filled with members who were not
otroag in their fzith. This situation Cyprion describes
in sectlion 6 of his treatise Cn the Lavsed:

Zach one was desirous of increasing his estate; and
forgetful of what believers had cither done before

in the +timee of the npostles, or always ought to do,
they, with the insaticble ardour of covetousness,
éevoted themselves to the increase of their proverty.
Anong the pricsts there was no devoutness of religiong
amongz the ministers there was no sound feith: in
their works there was no mereys in their manners there
was no discipline. « « « ot & few bishops who ought
10 Turnich both exhortation and exanple to othors,
deapiging their divine charge, becamo agents in
seculir business, forsook their throne, descrted
thelr people, wandered cbout over foreign proviances,
hunted the moerkete for gainful merchhfﬂise, while
brethren vere starving in the Church. .

3
Cyprian, On the Lapzed te=liicene Fathers, cdited
by Alexender ;aﬁ_rts 'ﬁ"gfﬁI'. The uﬁfistgan 1§tera%ﬁr

Press, 1686), V, 438. Hercefter cited as ANF, V.
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It was no surprisce then thut when the persecution came
nany flocked t¢ the altars to offer incemse to the Homan
cnperor. These scenes mot have truly been & horrible
sight for those who remained firn in their faith.

They indeced did not weit to be apprehended ere they
ascended, or to be interrogoted ere they denicd.
lMany were conquerecd before the battle, prostrated
before the attack. Nor did they even leave it to
be seid for them, that they seemed to sazcerifice o
idols unwillingly. They ren to the morket »nlace of
thelir owvm ecccord; freely they hastened to death, as
if they hed formerly wished it, as if they would
enbrace an oppogﬁunity now given waich they had
alwoays desired.

Hesides those vwho willingly went to the altare to

sacrifice ( oeexificati) thore were also those who cast in-

R

cense on the altar (thurificoti) omd ate of the sacrifices

and drenlk of the libations which were oifered. Sonme
Christians at Lirst stubbornly refused to sacrifice butb
after o period of torture finally consented. There &lso
were a group of lepsed who did not actually saerifice butb
reeceived fron the megistraetes certificates stating that
they had seerificedes These lupsed became knowvn in the
Church oo the libellatici. There were Christions who had
their nome placed on the roll as having sacrificed by
proxy. These were lebeled aa acta feolentes. Later on

vhen these lapsed come back to the Church, the amount of

27pid, p. 439.

3 > =
Henry HMelvill Gwatkin, Barly Church History 1o As J.
313 (London: The Macmillen Company, 1909), 1L, E; .
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penznce which they were required to do was in & large part
dependen on the shove categzories into which they fell.
The number of those wvho received the certificate of

saerifice was very great.é
The Attitude of the Church Towards the Lapsed

Vihen the Decian persecution came, the Church was quite
unprepared for the situation. Ae scon as the first wave
of persecution pessed over the Church, leaving it with so
eny that had lepsed, the guestion that immediately arcse
was whet should be done with those who did lzpse but now
desired o be reinstated in the Church. MFirst it must be
remenbered that Cyprian considered the very act of sacrifice,
0r cven obtaining o certificate of sacrifice, the gcme as
self-excommmication.” By their owm free -sill these peonle
were no longer in the Church, Their criic was truly
horrible:
Returning from the altars of the devil, they draw near
to the holy plece of the Lord, with hands filthy and
reeking with smell, still almost brezthing of the
vlazue~bearing idol-meats; and even with Jaws still

exhaling their crime, and reelking with the fatal cgn—
tact, they intrude on the body of the Lord « « «

“1pid.

20y prien, ;'IEJ.stlo 69, 4. in Zarl I, atin Fatherg, trans-
lated by 5. L. Grcenslade (railadelp The Westninster
Precs, 1956), p. 152.

GCypriml, ODe Citey Do 44l.
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Despite the great sbhorrence vhich the Church had for
the lapsed, CUyprien would not have them forsaken by the
Churche . While in exile from Carthage in the yeor 250, he
wrote to the clergy there wdvieing them on the way in which
th

Q

Church ghould deal with the lapacd.

o o o I think that our brethren must be dealt with;
——thet they who have received certificates from the
narsyra, «nd moy be assisted by their privilege with
God, if they should be geized with ony misforiune
ond peril of sickmeszas, should, without waiting for
ny prescnce, before cuy preabyier who might be pre-
sent « « «» 5y be able to make confession of their sin,
that, with the imposition of hands upon them for
repentonce, they should come to the Lord with the
pecce which the mertyrs have L}esired, by their letters
0 us, to be graonted to then.

‘nd concerming those who are not sick unto death he writes
in the asame epistles
Cherish wolso by your presence the rest of the people
w;m are lansed, and cheer tThem by your consclation,
that they may not fail of the faith and of God'as
norecy. for those shall not be forsaken by the aid
and assistonce of the Lord, who meekly, humbly, and
with true penitence have nersevered in good works; 8
but the divine romedy will be granted to then also.
It was the prectice of the Chureh that confessors and
nartyrs could write letters to the bishop asking that
cortain lapsed be gronted forgiveness and restored to tThe
Churche It is these letters to which Cyprien iz referring
in the ebove guotation from his eleventh epistle, This

proetice was not new, but not until the wholessle desertions

Toyprion, npigtle XII, AUF, V, 293.
81pid. :
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of the Decian perceeubtion was it seriocuply questicned.
The reacon: it wes being misused.
ilomy of those who lapsed and desired readnittunce to

the Church hurriod %o the confeossors in prison and $0% them
to write letters to the bishop aslking him to roinstote them
in the Church. Cyprien seceme willing to do this asg is
indicated in the ohove lottere Bubt the misuse of this
privilege soon bocame flegrent as is indicated by the

following letbter:

1l the confesvora to father Cyprien, greeting. Know
?

that, Lo zll, concerning whom the zccount of whet

thoy hoeve done since the commission of their sin had
boen, in your cstimation, satisfactory, we have
crontod peaces and we have desired that this reascript 9
shouvld be mode kmown by you o the other bishops zlso.

Yo stop this misuse, Cypricn mildly rebuked the confessors,

tnd espeeizlly one Iucius who was the ringleader of this

novenent of wholopale reconciliation.

Por while the Lord hes sald that the nations are to
be baptized in thie name of the Father, and of the
Son, mmd of the lioly Chost, and their past sins are
tc be done away in boptlems this mon (Tweien),
imorant of the precept and of the low, commonds
pecce 40 be gronted and sins to be done asway in the
nome of Pewlusy and he seys that this was commanded
hin by Paulus, as you will cbagerve in the letter
sent by the same Imcion to Colerinus, in which he
very little congldexred that 1t is not nertyrs that
nalze the Gos‘geie but that martyrs ore mede by the
GoSpel o o o '

In the trectisc of Cyprian cntitled On the Lavsed he glvea
his views further on this natter as follows:

Yoyprian, Hpistle XVI, ANP, V, 296.
0uyprion, Bpiotle XHII, ANF, v, 301.
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Let no one cheat himself, let no one deceive himgelf,
The Lord zlone con hove merey. e alone con bestow
pordon for gpins which hove beon committed ageinst
Hingelfs, « « « But if ocny one, by an overhurried
haote, reshly thinks that he cen glve remission of
cing to ell, or darcs to rescind the Lord's precepts,
not cnly does it in no respect advantage the lapsed,
but it does them harm, « « « And does any one think
that, in opposition to the Judge, & man can become
of avall worthy of for the general remission and
pardon of cing, or that he can ghield others before
he himgelf is vindicated? The martyrs order some-
thing to be done; but only if this thing be jJust and
lawful, if it can be done withiﬁt oppoging the Loxrd
Hinself by God's prieste « « »

This problem of the cttitude of the Church toward the

loposed will be diccussed further in the last two chapiers

of thig poper and in the secitlion following, where the

L&

cchioms which resulted in the Church due to the lapsed are

considered.

The Schisms in the Church Caused by the Lapsed

In considering thic point we shall ggain limid our
liccussion o the schisms which occcurred during the epis-—
copate of Cyprien., It might be thought that llontanism
should gclso be inecluded here sinee it had such & great
influence on Pertullian. This influence cannot be disputed,
but the foct nevertheless remaing that lontenism arose in
the latter part of the second century, which is before
the teorminus o guo of this paper. Furthermore, the direet
couge of Montanism connot be attributed to the lapged in

the persecutions. The schisns therefore considered in

110yprian,.gg the Laopsed, ANF, V, Lh2.
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in this secction are those of Hovation ond Pelicissimus.
Our nzin information concerming the schism of Novation
is found in Cypriem's epistles 40, 42, 43, 47, 48, 51 and

B

66. Upon these we sholl depend for the bulk of our in-
fornation. In our &iacussinﬁ éi‘ lovatianr we aust be
careful not 1o confuse nim with Novatus, who »laycd ean
importont part in the Hovatian sechism, snd with whom we
met beogin.

Hovalus was a presbyter in Carthage. IHe was one of
the five presbyters who objected to the eleciion of Cyprian
28 bishop of Caorthage ond eventually wss excommunicated
Lrom the Church by the first council of Carthe.,g-;e.lz He
advocated o liberal policy of receiving the lapsed back
into the Church. He soon entered into pertnership with
Pelicisgimuc and became his dcacon.w The main concern
ol llovatus wes not that of strictness or leaiency toward
the lepsed but rather one of '"elericzlism in opposition

114 This can be scen

to the bishop Cyprion and the laity.*
immediately when we view the chonge of attitude in Hovatus
vien he left Carthase end went to Rome. This was occassioned
by the brecikup of the schism of Felicissimus. Novatus con-

sequently went $o Rome and immediately fell in with Novatian,.

126yprion, Epistle LI, AP, ¥, 327.

13 =
Be Ja. Eidd H-Lﬂtom oif the Church to fe Do %1
(Oxford: The {2 Mrc’:n'&'oxt Precs, 1022), ? 455,

M1pia, p. 446,



28
Hovatian wos o preshbyter in Home. After the death of
bishop Febiam in 250 he became very prominent during the
long interim before the election of the new bishop. In

Harch of 251 the election of o new bishop of Rome took

15

place., The person elected was Cornelius. scon after

vhis Novotion was also clected bishop by & group of Roman
Christiens headed by the confessors Mexinus, Urbanus,
Sidonius ond lechaxrius, end the ex-Corthoginien presbyter,

Hovatus. After some hesitation Cyprieu recognised the

-

ordination of Cornelius and rejected that of Novetica and

16

declared hiim outside the Church. Cyprien- also wroie to

The confessors end admonished them 4o return to the true
Church.

Zor it weligho me dovn and seddons me, and the in-
tolerchle grief of o smitten, almost prostrate,
spirit seizes me, when I £ind that you there, con-
trary to ecclesiastical order, contrary to evan=-
gelicel law, contrery bto the unity of the Catholic
ingtitution, had consented that anothor bishop
should De mades « o o I entreat that in you,

ot all cvents, thet unlawful rending of our brother-—
hood nzy not continue; but remembering both your
confegoion and the divine tredition, you nay return
40 the liother whence you have pome forth; whence
you come to the glory of confession with the re-
Joicing of the same lMNother.

This admonition was effective, for soon Cormelius was

151nia, pp. 446-447.
166y nrian, Zpistle XLI, JHF, V, 319.
T oypricn, Hoistle XLIII, ANF, V, 321
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eble o write that the confessors had returned to the Church,
Cyprion snswered this letter of Corneliuslg ond received
enother from the confesgsors informing hin that they had
revurned to the Uhurch.'?e
It s'..n_a;c::::,- thet for a while this silenced the schisnm
of liovatien but it soon turned up again with Hovatus play-

2%

ing o more importaont role. In Fpistle 48 Cyprian tells

Cornelius about the erimes of Hovatus while he was still
in Carthage.

Por anbout Hovatus there need have becn nothing told

by you o us, cince lovatus ought rather o have been
showvn by us to you, as always greedy of novelty,

reging with the rapacity of an insaticbie avarice,
inflated with the arrogonce znd stupidity of swell-
ing pvride; clweyes kmowm with bad repute to the bischops
there; nlwoyg condemmed by the voice of 211 the priests
ag o hervetle ond a perfidious mani always ianquisitive,
thet he may betroy: « « ¢« Thise is the same Novatus who
firat sowed among us the flames of discord and sciilsnmg
who @ p:’.mrtm‘zeﬁome of the brethren here from the

bishoPe o « o

The schiom of Hovaticn wos over the gquestion of lenlency
or sirictness in recelving the lapsed back into the Church.
Cornelius advocated leniency; Hovatian demanded a gtricth

stend. According to Hovatian "every lepsed person was (o

8Gyprion, Dpletle XLV, ANF, V, 322-323.
Voyprion, Spigtle ZIVI, ANF, ¥, 32L.

200yprian, Hpistic XLIX, ANF, ¥, 3206.

?loyprion, Epistles XIVII and XIVIII, MNP, ¥, 32k-

e ke AT W e s

22111d, p. 325.
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be permenently exeluded from it (the Ghurnh)."zs The schisn
of Novatlon io presented by Tusebius in his Church History,
Book VI.43. lie gives us on account of the synod which met
at lome to excommunlcate Novatlen, a3 well as a general

deseription 2

o
19

e
(&)
%7
br
:'1
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cer of llovatiazn end his schisn.

m
Lie SC

hism of Pelicissimus we have already briefily con-—
sldered in connection with Hovebtus. & few more remarks
are nceded. The gchism arose out of the election of Cyprian
to the bischopric in 250. The soul of the conspiracy was
Hovatus, but its nominal leader was Felicissimus. He was
"a rich layman of doubtful morals, but of comsiderable
influence bhecause of his wealth and socizl stsmding;.“zs
In the choence of Cyprian durdng the height of the persccu-
%ion, these men coused o great deal of trouble by admitting
nony lapsed into the Church after only & slight penance
had been em-.ctec-..ac To counteract this, Cyprizn writes
%0 the presbyicrs ot Carthege thatb:
« =« o Bince Felicissimus hos threatened thot thoy
gshould not communicate with him in decth who had

obeyed us, that is, who communicated with us, let
hin recceive the sentence which he first of all

25%1aa, op. clfi., De 451.
2’:‘11 : 0 - - T e Ty
Susebius, Church History, in Hicene and Pogt-iiicene
Pathers, edited by Chilip Sohalf (Duffalo: The ohristion
tercture Preos, 1886), I, 286-290. :

2511 b | T 1 ota . e 4
; Pernend Hourret, &4 History of ithe Catholic Church,
trenslated by Rev. Heowbon Thompoon (STe Dowist: Horder Boolk
Compmly, 191}5)’ I' 593. E

260yprion, Dpistle XELVIII, ANE, V, 313-316.
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feclared, thaeit he moy lmow thot he is cxcommmicated

by use « o « lioreover, vhoever shall ally hingelf )
with his concpiracy end faciion, let him know that

he sholl net commumnicate in the Church with us, siace

of his own cccor§7zlo has proforred to bhe separated

from the Church.
In answer 4o this letter Cyprian got a reply that Peli-
£

- -~ - - - - o n_ =
cigmimue had been cjoected L£rom the f.‘anurch."a & new gehion

<2 schisnm Pelicigpoimus and hipg followers continued %o
woxl: eguinot CUyprien. fThey induced the confeassors to write

lotters for the lopsed in oxder that they

i3

night e received

baek into the Church. Cyprian writeo:

Now it

¢ has cppeored vhence came the faction of
Pelicicoimus; on vhat root and by wvhet streagth it

ptood. These men supplied in former itimes encour-
ogoments ocnd exhoritotions to certain confessors,
not tc agree with thelr bishop, not to maintein the
eccleslaocticel discipline with faith and quictnesa
according 4o the Lord's precepis, nmot to lcep the
gloxy of thelyr confessiocn wilth an uncorrupt and !
unspovicd conversation. And lest it should be oo : J
1little to heve corrupted the minds of cericin con- .-‘j"
fesgorpg, and to hove wished o arm & nortion of our |
broken froternity ogeinst God's priesthood, they
hove now turned their attention with their envggo:.md.
deceiitfulnens to the ruln of the lepsaede o o o

Parther on in this some epistle Cyprion gives us in
very clear bermes his attitude boward the Church and schisna,
end in these viewe we can clearly sce thie heart and core

of his concept ¢f penunce smd rebaptism.

2711, p. 516.

20

Cyprion, Boigtle XHXIX, ANE, V, 316.
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Thoy (the schiom of Feolicilssimas) are now offering
beace who have not pecace themselves. They are
pPromising 1o bring back and recall the lapsed into
the Chwreh, who themselves hove deperted from the
Church., Thore is one (¢od, and Chrizst is one, and
there is ome Church, ond one cholr founded upon th
rock by the word of the Lord. Another =2ltar cammotb
be constituted nor a new priesthood be mede, except
the one oltor and the one priegsthood. Whosooever
gathereth eloevhore, scotbtoreth. Whatsoever is
eppointed by humon nodness, so vhet the divine dis-

vogition iso *;'iol;;.ged, is aduitcrous, is impious,
is soerilegious.”

ifber Cyprion reburaned to Corthege in April of 251,

he colled the PFlret Africen Coumell. In this council it

wee decided to grant neace to the lapsed ond edmit them to

the Church ofter duc penocnce had been exzecteds” L itter
this resoluivion hed been posped by o council held at Rome

under Cornelius, Ythe whole Church in the West promptly

occcepted this opprovel. Thus the schipgm of Felicisainus

3

received its desth blow."2¢ Felicissimus wont to Rome in
en atbenpt to undermine Cormeliuvs! attitude toward Cyprian,
but this clso geome o heve fcﬁ.locl.33 After this we heor
nothing more from Cypricu concerning Felicissimus. i

It ioc impossible to overestimete the importance of
these sehions in understanding the development of Cyprien's

viewec in regerd Yo penence and beption.

O1pia, p. 318 .

5line decrees of the council are coatoined in Cyprien'e
letter to Cormnelius, ilo. 5%

32t-'ioure'b1:. ODe cite; Do 395.
Bgyprion, Dpistle LIV, ANP, V, 338-347.
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BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND INTLUEHCE OF DPURTULLIAN AND
CYPRIAN

(S
f'.-

Tertullian, iiig Life and Influence

Tertullizsn was born bebtween the yoecrs 155 and 160 ot
lis father was a centurion in the service of

the Procongul of Africc. [He received an cxeellent educa-
tion and became o well kaown lewyer. IHe was converted to
Chrigtlonity eround the year 197 and soon afterwards, accord—
ing to Jerome, was made 2 preuby‘aer." Immediately upon his
conversion ne begsn to write numerous pemphlets and articles,
of which many arc preserved to this day. The constancy of
Chripgtions under sitress scems t0 hove been the reason for
his conversion rether than & search for truth in the atyle
of Justin. Upon his conversion he was immediately im—
presced by the striking difference between Christianity amnd

heathenism. Already in his firet years as a Chrigtian he

-

15‘.“1.«." and the subsequent informetion on the 1life of
%ﬁéﬂnﬁ haes been token from the fgllzxgin Owgr!..g s :Ef; Je

A History of the Church _1;_9 La Do xford: The
Clerendon Tross T3z T"“"ea?-am. 3203 ilenry NMelvill
Guatkin, ZBarly & “'*m.roh fiisto to .{L- . 1 (London: The
Maemillan Compony, 19 ’ 087, I§ Louis Duchesne,

Berly History of the Cx-_‘fistian Gh ch (London. array
THREY Tl Py — i Gaalh, SUAEO '

aJerone, De viris :l.llustr:l.‘bus, Ce 1iili, as quoted in
Kiad, op. cit.; De
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bogen to develop the rigorist tendencics which dominated

=1

1 his writings give evidence t0 the fact

L] -
he was trained in Romon Law.

His earliest works exhibit all his charscteris—
ties—-burning rhetorie, inexhaoustible vigour, pro-
found Imowledge of his time, familiority with the
dast and the books recording it, and also the
éggressivg and guibbling spirit traceable in all his

writiz S0e
Around the years 202-203 he joined the Montanist sect
£y

and remeined in this schism wntil his death somewhere

around the year

o

25.
Forever o fighter, forever in = state of nervous
irritation, at last, not satisfied with opponents
outside the Church, he fell foul of those within who
were less hersh and intolerant .then himselfe « «
Then in the name of the Paraclete, he vociferated o
his heart's content against second marriages, against
Christiancs who becene soldiers, artists, or officials,
egeinst those who did not veil their dzughters, or
prectise gufficient mortification, and ageinst
bishops wha ‘tock upon them to restore penitents to
communion.

Duschesne probably hits the nail on the head in explaining
Tertullian's reason for joining the FMontenists when he
writes: "In this sect, he was supreme. In Africa, the
Montenists were called Eertullianists.“5 At heart Ter-
tullion was a Montanist long before he joined the sect.

To hin the CGospel is o rigid law, and the heinous

3Duchesne, Oop. cit., pP. 287.
41pia.
OIbid.
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slnner is once for =all beyond the reach of mercy.
Christ will plead no more for him, and wreath shall
come upon him to the ubitermost. Forgivencss ig
not until sevepty *times seven, but after Daptism
not evean once.

A3l hig wrdidings illustrote his legelistic mind! snd the

(=]
great stress which he placed on CGod's "penel justice.®®
Hig influence upon Latin Christionity is uanquestion=-
oble.

He, cortainly, imvarted to Christian thought thet
Latin choracter, which has dominated ¥Western
theology ever since. Ve can even discover in the
vritings of Tertullian a critical development in
the teoching of Christianity, for he recognizes
that it must Justify its claim at the jar of reeson
as well as at the shrine of the heart.

From the samc author:
A3 the teacher of Cyprisn whose writings are con-
sulted, cven to-doy, zs authoritative, &nd as the

forerunner cof the iracat Augustine, his influence
is waguestionable.

Cyprion, His Lifc and Influence

Concerning the date of his birth, his birthplace, and

GG‘W'E'.‘.":]:M' Olie Cit.' Pe 238,

7Gf. g Culte. Peum. I, 75 De Spece 143 the entire Apclogy;
the De Pallio; ue Paenitentiz 2, &, Dy 6, & T3 Ad Uxorem
II.15 and Dg Zrocse Haere 31e

Briaa, op. cile, D. 324

9 r £ : ) o'
James Horgen, The Imporisnce of Tertullian in the
Develovuent Of Ghr:ie%_ ion Dosme (Londons hegan Paul, irenchy
Trubner ¢ GOes LTGey; 1923)y De 267

101p34,
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L1 e is believed 4o have been

his family we know nothing.
born around 205-210. Idlke Tertullisn he wes troined in

-

lomenn lew and was noted as o famous lawyer before his con-
vergion, whick occcurred in 246 by o presbyber named
Caecilian. Unen hics conversion he devoted his life %o

the Church ond rose faot in its hierarchical syptem. XHe

become bighop ocometime afiter June of 248 end was mariyred

n

s gaid thaot efter his conversion

=

on Septeuber 14, 258. It
he never agein read o seculer book, for it is impossible
to fiand o secular quotation in 21l of his writings. VWhile
8till in gecular life he must have acquired a gigecable
fortuno, for after hise conversicn he distributed much of
bis weulth among the poor and to the Church. It was almost
imnediately afiter his conversion thet he begen his volumi-
aous writing. Today there are extaent meny of his letters,
& nunber of his treatises, and some doubtful writings.lz
Cyprian differed much from Tertullian although they
were necrly contemporaries and Cyprien constantly consi-
dered Tertullian his teacher. Their difference lies in
temperanment. Tertullion was more the acholar, <doing much
of hisg fighting with the pen rather then with acticns.

Cyprion wos more the man of cetion. lHe was @& born ruler,

Llinese and he followings facts on the life of Cyprisn
arc taiten from Ilidd, on. gli., Pp. 436LL.

12006 writings are conbalned in volume five of the
anteo=-Nicene Fatherg, pde 207-0600,
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a men of intense zetivity, yet of grave and winning gentle-
ness, & men of

Princely dignity and perfect temper; ac guick as any
lawyer, a judge of meon, and as skilful an organizer
an any nmerchant-prince., Such was Cyprian. Yet
somehow we Teel that we never guite get at the recal
mene, Ile moves in metters of administration, and
takes the decper questicons for granted. +t iz nov
merely {that he does not like to study principles:

he will not face ‘them when they cell for = deciszion.
He t:lecs his soystem unexamined, and allows himpelf
0 be abaigbeﬂ in it; and The soystem is not quite

Christ's.
For the times in which Cyprien lived his personality

cuited him perfectly. A man of action snd persistence was

Y ey

heeded, and Cyprien was that sort of man. He was gratefu
for what he received from the past but was not reluctent

to change it if the welfare of the Church was at stake.

Ny

ind it wes the welfare of the Church that most con-
cerned him, This we have scen previcusly. In his treatise
OUn the Unity of the Church he developed this doctrine to
& degree that wag unique for the times, Gwatlyn is very
critical of this new theory:

He did not invent it o meet the needs of the Hovaticon
controversy, for it is clearly laid dowvn in his
carliecat letters; and indeed there is no sign that he
ever seriously troubled himgelf to think out the ideas
on which it depends. Ie takes them like & practicel
man from the oir sbout hin, assumes them to be not
only true but self-evident, and concerns himgelf only
with their practicsl gpplications. Yet they are not
only new but essentially heatihen, though the mischiel
is manked in his own casc by lofty gifis of practicel
charity and complete sincerity. Cyprian is & saint—-
none cazn doubt it——yet his general conception of

L3guwatiyn, op. cit., e 281.
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religion is more heathen than Christian. A~As the
ho:.-.'bh{;.n god's favour is atrictly limited to his
worshipers, S0 (}oa'iz.rg:;r:.-.ce is gtrictly linited to
the visible church.

Whether Gwatlyn is wight in saying that Cyprien's doctrine
of the Church is "clearly loid down in his ecarliest letters®

iz highly questionable. The roferences he gives 0 support

L4
this piatoment do not prove it in the mind of this writer.

A8 wo sholl see loter, Cypriaon's doctrine of the Church is

most forcefnlly and completely expounded in his letters
plxty-nine to seventy-Live which were writiten ot the close
of his life between 255 znd 257, well after the beginning

of persccution and the Novaiiazn schism.
b

nent:

¢ coan no longer heve God for 5}33 Fether, who hag
not the Church for his mother.

He proceded this statement with the following:

The spouse Of Christ cannot be adulterous; she is
uncorrupted and purc. ©GShe Imows one home; she guords
with chaaste modeasty the sanctity of one couch. IShe
keeps us for God. ©She eppoints the sons whom she has
born for the kingdcm. Whoever is separated from the
Church and is joined to an cdulteress, is separated
from the promises of the Churchji nor can he who for-
gsakes the Church of Christ attain to the rewards of
Ghriut,s He ig 2 stranger; he is profane; he is an

eneny.

1pid, pe 278.
154 . ]
yprien, On the Uniity of the Church, Chapter 6, in
inte-liicene li‘a'f:hers, editea by Alexander Rc’)bcrts (Bui‘i‘alo:
Tie Christicn Literature Publishing Company, 1886), V, 423.

167p54,
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In the epistles concerning bapiizing those rebturned from
schisme, Cyprizn siresses continuzslly that those ouiside
the Church do not possess the gift of imparting the lHoly
Spirit. LT

Cyprion'as concept of the Church vitelly affected all
of his doectrine and practice, especially the prectice of
admitting the lopsed inte the Churech and of rebaptizing

those who returned from schism.

G
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n, Epistle 69,10, in Zarly Latin Theology
';;:".:.‘110 Tostminster Press, 1956), pDe 156=157.




CHAPTER T

Mlink o 4 v

-i

PENANCE IN THY RBACHINGS OF PERPTULLIAN AND CYPRIAN
Tervulllsn's Teachings on Poncnce

Tertullicn's teachings on penance sre contained pri-
2 : A - - 1 :
narily in two of his writings, On Repentence™ and Un

9
T 23 Aa = i, o et A - - d 3
S08eaGT e The Lotin name for the first

=

e Dg Yatientic cnd
hile

is undoubtedly o pre-~Montanist writing, wh Yhe Dotia

acme for the lotter is Dg Pudicitia and wes written after

Lisn joined the Montonist cect.”

'l "'" - 1% payn denn™
-sl.. en uer ‘\'114'5-

Tertullicn's doctrine of penance is linked guite in-
separcbly with his idcas on baptiom. Conseguently some
naterial vhich belongs in the next chapter will of nocessity
be contained in this chapter.

It ig cxbremely Gifficult, if not impossible, t0 deter-

(=

mine the influence which i.,he persecutions and the lepsed
hed on Terdulliants u.oc-s;z-im of penancc. Ve might slgo
sgy here that this is egually true of his concept of
bopticm.

His writing Cn lModegty was motivated by the edicet of

1"'01.117.& in Ante-llicenc Fathers, edited by L. Loborts
(Buffalos The Cixdlgtion Lit ..er.ri:ure Publi hin_, Conpany,
1886), III, 657=666. Hereafter cited as AUR, IIIL,

2I‘oam1 in inte-iiicene Pathers, edited by A. Roberis
(ﬁuf*‘...lo- The Christion biterature rPublishing Conpeany,
1886), IV, T74-101l, IHoreafter cited as A¥, IV,

3.&.’.. Clovelond Coxe, AN, III, 11.

—
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the "Pontifes: Moximus" (i.c., the blshop of Home): *I

renit, o such as have discharged (the rescuircments of)

repentance, the sing both of adulicry end of fornication, "t

This wes like throwing hot coals of fire on his head.
Tertullien's strict end legelistic tempersment made him
declore that these were two sing which could never be for-

given by the Church. Those who lapsed during the persccu-
tions of Severus emd Carscelle must have pointed up and
developed this general direeticn of his thinking end hig
eventual awitelr to Montonism. This becomes even more
Cclear as we exomine his idecs on penance.

The best way to detormine Teriullian's concept of
penence is to follow his argument in On Repentonce. IHe

beging by stating thet true repeatance is divine, originated

by God and subjeet to lis lows.

A good deecd hos God as 1ts debtor, Just as an evil
hes toos for a judge is o rewarder of cvery cause.
Jell, since, God os Judge presides over the exacting
and maintaining of justice, which %0 Hinm is most
dear; and pince 1t is with an eye to Jjustice that He
appoints 2ll the sum of iipg discipline, is there
roonn for doubiting that, just as in all our acts
wniversally, co 21lgo in the case of repentance,
Justice must be rendered to God?—-which duty can
indeced only be fulfilled on the condition thet
repentonce be brought to bear oniy on cing,

9in iz "$hat from which Cod bids us &bstain.“s ilo enlaorges

4.-1 ” : L3
Pertuilian, Oan Modesty, in ANR, IV, 7L. Thig is
Oollistus who weo bishop of fiome Trom 218-222,

Spertullien, On lepentence, ANF, III, 653.
61pia,

-
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upon this by categorizing sin into two partos

The cource whenee sins are named "spiritual” and
"corporecl" is the fzet that every sin ls o matter
elther of cect or elee of thought: so that what is

in deed iz "corporesl," because o deed, like a

body, iz capeble of being seen and touched; what is
in the nind is "spiritual," because spirit is neithor
secen noxr hondled: by whiech congideration is shown
that cing not of deed only, but of w:l.:}l 00, are to
be shumned, and by repentance purged. ;

Hepentence cen include ©ll sins:

?0 21l sins, then, committed whether by flesh or
spirit, whethor by deced or will, the same God who
hos destined penalty by means of judgment, heas 'g"i"dhal
engoged o grant poardon by mecns of repentance.

The effoct of Sthis repenitance 1o z reconciliation with God:
Por vhet I soy is thie, that the reopentance which,
being showva us and commanded us throuzh God's zrace
recolls us o grece with the Lord, when once learmed
ond underteken by us ought nevey afterward 4o be
cancelled by repetition of sin.

It ic in baptism that the cimner offers his first

(] ~ - - ”» 0

repventonce o God and receoives his first i‘orgivcncss.l

For thic reoson bapiism is vory important to Tertullian

end must be entered upon by the simmer with the utmoat

reverence aad praparsticn. He rebuites those who considex
the period before baptism es a period for having the lust
£fiing of sin before commititing one's life o God:

loreover, o presumptuous confidence in baptisn

T1pia, p. 659.
81y,

9;[_@_;._;1_. De 660,
01p3a, p. 661

:
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introduces 2ll kind of vicious delsy ond tergi-
verzsation with regoerd to repentance; for, feeling
sure of wndcubted pardon of their sins, mon mean-
while gteal the iantervening time, and meke it for
themselves into o holiday-time for sinning, rather
then a timo for learning not to sin. Further,

how inconsictent is it to expect perdon of sins

(to be gromted) to a repentaonce which they have not
PULLI1Led] v ut Tor repeontence is the price ot 11
which the Lord hos determined to averd pardolle « o o

iae

Tortullien emphosizes the importent point thet we must not

o

think that God is oblige

e offer forgiveness opus

operatwn upon the repentance of the sinner:
think as if God were under 2 necessity of
even on the wworthy, what He has engaged
ive4 3 and they twrn Ils liberality into

‘opentance of baptiem there is only one more

repentance o which & Christien can go if he is agein

found in gin. The mechenice of this repentance Textullian

The norrower, thon, the sphere of action of this
second end only (remeining) repentence, the more
lzborious is ite probation; in order that 1t may not
be exhibited in the conscilence along, but may like-
wise be carried out in some "external" act. Thie
act, which is more ususlly cxzpressed ané commonly
oy P oAl o (I o ey o yie o P
spoken cf under o Greek ncme is "€ FouoNdyncces ,
whereby we confeses our sine to the Iiord, xot indeed
as if He were ignorant of them, but inasmuch as by
confession gatisfaction is settled, of confession
repentance is born; by repentance God is appeased.
ind thus exomologesis ig & discipline for mon's
prostration and munilia:'sigg. enjoining & demeanor
calculated to nmove nercy. .
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This repentence is to be sccompanied by certain outward
acts to muke cure that the simmer is ginceores

With repgard also to the very dress and food, it
comuends (the penitent) to lie in sacikeloth ond

ashes, o cover his body in mourning, to lay his

spirit low in corrows, 0 exchunzge for severe trect—
ment vhe cing which he hos committeds; moreover to

Imow no food end drink but such &s is plein « « « To
feed prayers con fastings, to groan, to wecp and
outecries « « o t0 bow before the feet of the nreshyters,
and lknecel to God's deor onesSs « « « Pherefore, whilc

it obages the man, it rodises himy while it covers

'Jl‘s.l

eccunes, it execuses; while it condemns, it ebsolves.
In On lodesty Tertullisn diptinguishes between.two kinds
of sing,
We apree thot the causes of repentence are sins. Zhese
ve divide into two issues; some will be remissible,
gone ixremissible: in accordamce wherewiith it will be
doubtiul to no one that some deserve chastisement,
sone condemnation. IZvery sin is dischargeable either
by puardon or else by penaliy: by perdon as the result
of chastisgpent, by penalty os the result of con-
demnotion.™”
Fron this paoscage certain problenms arise which heve re-
ceived much attention from scholars.lﬁ The problems cre
thece: (1) Doecs Teriulliszn here change hig nind after
coning over to Montenlsm and believe now that there are

certain wnforgivesble sinsg which even penance cannctv wipe

L rpia,
15‘1‘ertullian, On Modesty, ANE, IV, 76.

L
Re Co lortimer, The Origins of Private Fenance in the
Westcrn Church (Oxfora: The Clarendon Prees, 1959) hes o
tetnlied discuzsion of this problem on pages 6 Lo 22.

H?re we shell only state the problem and Nortimer's con-
clucions.

:
.im with agualor, it renders him more cleang while 18
y -
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awoy? (2) Wore there two kinds of penance for those two
different Xinds of eins? (%) Is there evidence here thot
Wwe already have the beginnings of a private penance? The
conclusgions of ortimer on these problens are as follows:

There waso certainly o dlstinction between lesser
sing and grave or mortel sins. But there is no
suggestion of different kinds of pencnce. Iither
all were submitted to the one public penance, or
the lesser sins required no ccclesiantical penance
&t all. Therc is no evidence for the gegtigotio

or censure followed by absoclution of which Gc_tla:17
speaks, nor for any other form of private penances ™

In Tertullion's writing On Iodesty thore is a notice-
eble change in his concept of penance which reflects his
Yontomist influences. He denies that forglveness can ever
be given by bishops end priests in the Church.

And secordingly "the Church," it is true, will for-

give sins: but (it will be) the Church of the Spirit,
by meons of a spiritusl momg not the Church which
congisto of o number of bishopses For the right and
arbitrament is the Lord's, got the servont's; CGodts

Hinmgelf, not the priest's.
One more woint we must add before leaving Tertullian's

g his view on the letters which

Fl

concept of pensnce. This
nartyrs vrote absolving faollen sinners from repentanca.
48 & continuetion of the zbove passage Tertullian goes on
to say:

‘But you go so for oo to levish this "power" upon

nareyrs withall! Ho sooner huog any one, &cting on

a vreconceived arrangement, put on the bonds——

(vonds), moreover, which, in the nominal cusiody now
in vogue, ore soft oncép--thon adulterers beset hin,

171p1a, p. 22.
18y ovtnllion, On Hodesty, AUF, IV, 100.
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fornicators gein accees to himy instantly prayers echo

around him; instontly pools of tears (from the eyes)

of 2ll the polluted surround him; nor are there eny

1-:!1:_; are mere diligent in purchosing entrance 1lnfo the

prison then thoy who have lost (the fellowship of)

the Church! . . . who permits man to condone {offences)

which cxre %o be reserved for God, by wvhom those

(offences) have been condemned without digchorge,

which not even eposiles (so far as I lmow)Igmarty'.c's

withal themsclves--have judged condoneble?

From +the above diszcussion we can summarize Tertullian's
beliefs on peninece 2z follows: (1) In baptisnm men per—
repentance snd received forgiveness for
all sing thot he had cormitted; (2) After baptism there
remzined only onc edditicnal repentonce celled exomeclogesiss

(3) Wnether thig rencniance wag for all sins or only for

exomolosesis but & regulated system of penances is not in

evidonce.
Cyprion's Teachings on Fenance

Cyprien's concept of penznce is intimately linked
with the leopsed. In this discussion, therefore, the pro-
ceding material dealing with the rpersceutions must
be kept clecrly in nind. It will be necessary to repeat
at times what hes gone before but we will endeavour to
keep this at o minimum.

Cyprian's carly concept of penunce is very similer

to that which hed been handed dovm 0 him from Tertullian,.

8114,

e
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We first hear of +this when Cyprizn writes to his clergy

in Carthoge concerning a number of sreabyters who were

granting the Fucharist Lo some lopsed before they had done
benance and rsceived the lmposlition of hands from the
bishop. Ve can almost certainly guess that the presbhyters

vile wore puilty of this were those five whom we have net

before, including Novatus ond Felicissinuse These words
of Cyprian are conteined in his ninth letteor:

Por wlthough in cmaller sins sinners mey do penance
for & pet time, and according to the rules of disei-
pline come to public confession, and by imposition
of the hand of the bishop and clergy receive the
right of communicn: now with thelr tinme sHill un-
fulfilled, while persecution is still raging, while
the peace of the Church itself is not yet restored,
they arc admitted to communion, and their neme is
precented; and while the penance is not yet performed,
confecgelon is not yet mede, the honds of the bischop
znd clergy ere not yoi lajg upon them, the cuchorist

is given to thom: « « » o
Cyprion 2lso wrote o letter to the confessors at

etters to the lapsed regquesting

p-t

Carthase whe were issuing
the clergy to receive these lapsed back into the Church

before the persecution was over and before each lapsed

could be interviewed seporately cnd given o opeceifie penance.

The kinds of penences impoged are not mentioned.

In his early epigsilen Cyprien dtakes a very strict view

20 - a i
Cyprion, Iplstle IX, Jnte-iiicene Fathers, edited by
L. Doberis (Bui'f& of Mhe Ohristion IAGerature o 'I'blishing
Company, 1826), V, 290. Hereafter cited =s AP, V.

2loyprien, Dplstle X, ANF, V, 290-202.
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towerd granting restoration to the lapsed. He received

this opinion from earlicr proctice in the Church, especizlly
from Tertuvilian, Goon however it beczme clear 4o Cyprian
thet this policy could not be continued. The number of

lepsed become so preat thot it isc estimeted thoat more then

one half of the Christions at Carthaze feoll inbto this
2

o P
CaueRoTy .

To meet this situation he outlined 2 new
bolicy of dealing with the lapsed which was to remain in
effect ap long us he remained in exile.

Cyprion wrote three pastorel letterg from his place
of retreat: one to the confespors, exhorting them

to give libelli only toc the lepsed whose penance

wap nearing its completion (letiter 10); the second
wan o hig priests, cbsolubely forbidding them to
receive any of the lapsed into communion on their

wii authorlty (letter 9); the third letter was to the
people; advising paticnce, peace, = chedience To
the bishop'a sufhority (letter 11).%7

The directives of Cyprien in these letters ore further

He proposed, firet, to reserve all cases of lapsi,
regerdless of libelli pecig, ti11l Councils of
Bishops, ob 2ome end ot carthage (en. 15), should
after thwe perseccuition, lay down the terms of re-
adnission (ecpe.20.3); second, that bishovs, with
clorgy and leaity assisting, should thon investi-
gote eaxch cace on 1ts merito, and that, on the

full confession of the penitent, bishod and clexrgy
should, if satisfied, gront readmission by imposi-
tion of hands (epe. 17); third, thot meantime 1ibelld
pvacis, glven by Confessors, cshould be recognized SO

22 -n ™ - £
B. J. Hidd, 4 History of the Church to L. D 461
(Oxford: The Clarendom ross,'iiﬁ??f, P e

25 = -
Fernand NHourret, A Histo of the Catholiec Church,
trenslated by Reve. Howton Thompoon (SGe LOULos fLoraer
Book Co., 1946), I, 392,
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for as that those who had one might be readnitted in
extronis by ony presbytor or even by a deacon (ep. 18),
DUt GAct those who hcu 100G, nuaa ceven then be =zimply
comrended to the fo _higgnccu £ God without readmission
to comimmion on P““*"

»

Letor on Cyorion cmbodicd these zome idess in his treatise
2o lopgig which he wrote in Morech of 251 right before ro-

1z from exile.<”

IJ-

Um:i
After much struggle and the writing of a considerable
aumber of lett N"E” Cyprian achieved uwnity at Carthage and

general zeceptance of nis principles in his home bishopric,
The affair geemed setiled for the present. All the
l'gnnu axeopt death-giricken persons, however arned
with J""urrs' papers, oven ﬂlergy penitantly ready
to return to their cherge, were reserved for the
une;g;spv of {the organic ﬁu hor*ty-—une united Bpis-
CODRTC.

then Oypricn returned from exile in April of 251 he

kept his promise ond culled o council of North Africen

bishops which ig Imowm as the First Councll of Carthaze.

It met from April to JdJune. It discusced three guestions,
the case of Felicisoinus, the rival cendldates at ZRone

and reinetoting the lapsed. Tho last of these decls with
penance and Jyprisn's concept of ite The decisions of the

cowncil are contained in Uyprian's eopistle number 51.29

24%13d, Op. olles De 444,
2511)1(1' Pe 445,
26Epistles 25, 26, 43.3, 30, 31, 32 end 4.

: 27 m )
Be Vla Benson, < ri iig Life, liis Timeg, lig Yoxk
(London'.nacmillnn :n& Eompuny %Bﬁ?j,'iﬁﬁ_ i
28'—16-&, O1. Oito s De 447,
291\-?“ Vy 327=-335,
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The council wdopted the following decisions: 9"First, thut
the libelli pacis prunted by the Confessors %o the lupsed
should not be taken into mcecount, bud that cach case, unon

benince donc, ghould be gone into on its merits, with re-

gard not only to +the facts but Lo mobtives znd inducenents":’o

s o ¢« NOT yoebt o « o should the censure of the Gospel

be reloxed, so that they might rashly rush to communion,
but that repentonce should be long protracted, and the
paternal clemency be sorrowfully besought, and the
coses, and the wishes, 2nd the necessitiec of indi-
viduels be cxamined into according to what is con-
toined in o lititle book, which I itrust has come to

you, in w&aih the geveral heado of our decisionc are
collecteod.”

"Second, that the libellatiel chould be distinguished from
the goorificati. The former, being less guilty, should

be admitted one by one to reconciliation, after penance.

The lotter were to do penonce 2ll their lifetime, but

would be restored in extremis if thoy had continued peni-

e il Sl il

tent to the end,vo2

And therefore it was Gecided, dearest brother, the
case of ecch individual having been exanined into,
that the receivers of certificates should in the
neantime be admitbed, that those who hod szerificed
should be casisted at dcath, beceusce there is no
confession in the place of the departed, noxr can
gny be ceanstrained by us o rgpentanee if the fruit
of repentence be token auay.’

30&1&&, Cpe Citey De 451,

|
|
3oyorien, Lpistle LI.G, ANF, V, 328. o |
.sai{iﬁd, _92. cit-j p- 451.
30yprien, Epigtle LI.1T, AEF, V, 331.
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"Third, those who had refused penance $ill death should

die unrestored; for that would mesn that fear, and not

sorrow, had driven them to asck for readmimsion."’4
and thorefore, dearest brother, we have decided
that those who do not repent, nor give evidence of |
sorrow for thely sing with their whole heart, end
with menifest profession of their lamentation, are
to .be absolutely vestrained from the hope of com=
municn and peoce i1f they begin to beg for them in
the midst of piclness snd peril; because it is not
repentance for sin, but the warning of urgent death, |
thet drives them to eslty end he is not worthy to
receive consolation in death who has not reflected
that he was about to die.””

"PFourth, clerics who had lapsed would be deposed: they
" would then oo laymen poss through the ordeal of gxomolo-
geslig without hope of reinstatement in their charge, a

decislon, observes Uyprien, in which Cormelius and the

.

episocopete of larse concurred."”

E
4
3
:
s

These decisicns ptood wmtil the Second Council of

Jarthaze mét in ley of 252.°1 The decisions of this
council are contained in Cyprion'e epistle number 5'5.36
In this council o general ammesty was granted to ell the
lopsed. The rcason for such action was the threat of &

new verseccuiion.

Btk}.{idﬂ, St cito. Ps 451le

350yprian, Epistle LI,23, ANE, V, 333. |

36y1ad, op. cite, Ppe 451-452. This is Ipigtle 6.6 |
zecording to Teckoning of Kidd.

3Txiaa, ope gite, e 462,
8wz, v, 336-338.
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But now, when we see that the day of amother trouble
1s agoin beginning to draw necar, and ere admonished
by frequent ond repeated intbimations thoat we should
be preopored and sxmed for the struggle which the
eneny aumnounces to us, thoet we should zlso prepare
the peovle commitited to us by divine condescension,
by our cxzhortations, and gather together from all
parts all the soldiers of Christ who desire arms, and
arce anxious Lfor the battle within the Lord's camp:
under the compulgion of this necessity, we have
decided that pecce 1z to be given to thope who have
not withdrovm from the Church of the Lord, but hove
not ceased Lfrom the first day of their lapse to re- 39
pent, and to lament, and to beseech the Lords « « « o

it this council the bichops distinguilshed between those
who hod returned Ho tho world zmnd are living "heathenish
liveas" or havc gone over 0 herectics or schiomaoties, and
between thooe who had repented of their lapse immedictely
alter i'l:.t'Lo In this epistle we glso see Cyprian's ceoncept
of the Church influencing his concept of penence:
Hor let any one say, “thet he who accepts mertyrdom
ie boptized in his own blood, @nd peace is not
neceggory to him from the bishop, since he is zbout
t¢ have the peace of his own glory, and sbout to
recelve & pgreater rewvard from the condescension of
the Lord." Mrst of 211, he cannot be fitted for
nartyrdon who is not crmed for the coantest by the
Church; and his gpirit is deficient which the .4
Bucherist recelved does not raise and stimulate.
G;,'prian":; concept of penance con be sumaoriszed o8
follows: (1) Mis attitude significantly chenged fron
striciness to leniency as the number of lapsed incretsed;

(2) The lapsed excommunicated themselves automaticelly by

390yprion, Epigtle LIII,1, AUF, V, 337.
#0gyprien, EZpistle LIIT,3, ANF, V, 337.
4loyprien, Epistle LIII.4, ANF, V, 337.
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by their lopse; (3) The lepsed could repent, and could be
readmitted 4o the Church after 2 penance had been completed;
(4) The nature of these pémmces are not specified; (%) Only
thooe lapsed could be readmitted who had repented of their
ein immedictely after lapoing; (6) Those lspsed who re-
Pented on their deathbed and desired forgiveness and
communion could be neither forgiven nor reinstaited in the

Ch‘tu‘ch °




CHAPTER VI

BAPTISH IN TIE WRITINGS OF TERTULLIAN AND CYPRIAN

Tertullion's Teochings on Daptianm

fertullien's teachings on the subject of baptism are
contalned primerily in his trestise entitled On Ba tism,l
written before he went over o Hontanism.z

How much of hila concept on thiz subject was influenced
by the persecutions and especially the lapsed ig difficult
to determine, Tertullion does mention that his treatise
On Beptism hos been written because "a viper of the Ceinite
heresy, lately conversent in this quarter, has carried
aray a great number with her moat venomous doctrine, maling
it her Liret aim to0 destroy baptiam."4 Whether this
heresy wes directly comnected with the lapsged is very
doubtful glihoush we ¥mow little about it. In Tertullian's
belief that & velid baptism could only be received in the
true Church (a viow which he later changed when he switched
Yo llontanisn) the influence of the nersecutions is most

closely felt. 3But even here we must say in all candeor that

1 .
nie-licene Fathers, edited by 4. Roberts (Bulffelos
The Christlen .Literacure Publishing Company, 1886), III,
660-679. Horcafter citod as AP, IIT,
°Thbid, p. 1l.
33@3 above page 335.

4pertullien, On Bapiism, in ANF, ITT, 560.
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the connection is not direct by ony meang.
But vhot woe Terbtullisn's concept of beptism?
The most important point ls that in beptiom the Holy
Spixit iso imparted to the person baptized.

Just @s no soul is without .-'-;:i.n, 50 neither is any goul
without sceds of poods Therefore, vhen the soul em--
braces the ...S.l'ﬁ...., being renewed in its sccond birth
u;r water ond tho power .LI‘OI cbhove, then whe wvell of
its former corruption beings talken away it beholds
the light in 811 its -J"’.L”""“? ess. It is also taken
up (-h« its mecond *.--w-') by the Holy Spirls, just

es in its firgt birth it is embreced by the unholy
gpirit. ©The flesh followz whe goul now wedded to the
dpirit, as o »next of the “-'n.‘.a.l pow :10*1—-*10 loager
the servant of the soul, but of the Spirit. O hapdy
narrioge, il in it fhere is committed no violation

-~

of the nuptial vow!

C

7

-

In bapiticn there is 2 w= wghing avay of sin and the impart-
ing of eternnl life:

Hanpy ls our sacrament of water, in that, by washing
ovey the u:m., 01 our ecorly n:l..n."xa..m'*s,e we are set
freoe and ocdnmlited into etermal life!

Before going ony ferther in describing what the
verious funciions of baptisn import, we must follow Texr-—
tullian oo he deseribes the method used in those days to
baptize ;

When we are going ‘to enter the wator, but a little
bea.o“c, in the presence of -the congregation and
under the hand of the president, we solemnly proi‘eﬂs
that we disovm the devil, and hls pomp, and his
angels. Heroupon we are thrice immerse“, ns.l:lnr a
gonevhat ampler pledge than the Lord has zppointed
in the Gospels Thon, when we ore telten up  (as
new--born children), we tacte fi!'ﬂu of all o nixture

d

Spertullian, A Trostise on he Sowi, in ANF, I4I, 221.

Smertuliien, On Bopblem, Ope gife, Do 669.
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?_Ef millk and hency, and from theat day we refrain from
vhe dally bath for a whole week. Ve take olpo, in
congregoation hefore daybresk, ond from the hend of

none bui the presidents, the scerament of the Eucharlst,
which the Loxd both commznded to be eaten ab peul-
times, ond enjoined to be taken by all alike,

48 to vho may bapiise he wriles:

For concluding our brief subject, it remains %o put
you in mind slgo of the due obmervence of giving and
recelving baption. Of giving it, the chief prient
S':-filo is the bighop) has the right: in the next place,
vile prepoylbers and deazcons, yet not without the
bichop's suthority, on account of the honour of the
Church, which being preserved, peace is prescrved.
Jdeside these, oven laynen have the righit;.for what
is egqually received can be equally given.

%0 tids senernl number of peonle cble to baptize one ex-

cepltion is madom-women:

permilited a woman even to learn with over-boldness,

chould givg o female the power of teaching and of
baptizing! '

Tert ian places o strange importance on the move—

nment of the Spirit in the water that is to be used for the

All, therefore, in virtue of the pristine privilege
of their origin, do, after invocation of God, attain
the sacramenial power of sancivification; for the
Spirit immedictely supervenes Ifrom the heavens, end
rests over the waters, scmetifying them for himselfs
and heing thus sanctified, they imbibe a2t the same
time the power of sanciifying. Thorefore, after the
waters hove been in ¢ mammer cndued with medicingl
virtue through the intervention of the angel, ithe
spirit is corporeally washed in the 1-:ateraloez1a the
flesh ig in the sane spirituclly cleansed.

7'i‘ertullim., e Corona, in Zil#, III, on. cit., p. O4a
8nertullien, On Depbism, 0n. cite, De 677 |
1p1a. l

10734, oh. IV, 671.
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But these are not altogether megiecnl waters nor in them in
the Holy sSpiwit directly roceived:

Hot _‘ci:.._t in the waters woe obtain tho Holy Spirdt; bub
in the ::-- vtox ’ wader (the witness of) the o ':il, we are
cleonsed, cnd prepored for the loly Spirit.

After the tyiple immersion the person baptized emerges
from the water uand is enointed with an unction which grants
wntec him the forpgivencss of singo:

;s.:'“ 2 thiz, when we hove igsued from the fonty, we are
vhoroushily anolited with a 'b'! gzsed un z.u...o'x.—- 8 prage—
tice derived) fronm ..lm old “.:.cc:l.uliqc, wherels on
enterin; tue prlesthood, men were went o be ancinted
with oil from = }:o:tz, cver glnee seron was cnointed by
0B@3e o o ".‘i:u:,:, EN.;, in our ‘cane, the unction 'f'u.n.,
carnaliy, (i.c. on the bouv,) but prorits opirituslly
in the sane way oo ....c aot of bepbism itself too is
\“_.h.:‘., in that we are plunged in water, b the effecs
spiritusl, in that we are freed Lrom sins.

- >

iMter the smointing with oil “tho hand is lzid on us,

invoking and iaviting the Holy Spirit through benediction.®

\lﬂ

The giguificonce of these varicus acts ia that "immersion

bostowed cleozmsing from sin, unction the conseeration of

bolicvers 40 the lay priesthcood, and the laying of hands

conferred the gift of the Holy ".pirit.'.'lq'

In the treatvice Ageinst Hareion Vertullisn lists four

11;_9;.;3._, che VI, pe 672

127034, ch. VII, pe 672.

131p1a, on. VIII, p. 672.

Wsomes Hozgan, The Importenoe of Tertullian in the

Dovelopnent of Christion (Tondon: Kegen Yo i'rench,
PrUbNOT o GOey libiesy 1028), BPe 131-132.




58

results of baphism. These are: (1) "the remission of sins®,

(2) "deliverance fronm death®, (3) "the regeneration of man",
and (4) "the bestowal of the Holy h atn 19

In Chapter VIII of the trectice (m Sapiism Tertullieon
compares the bestowal of the Holy ¢Ghost in baptism o the
incident in the story of the dove returning to the ork of

doah et the time of the great flood. He hore compares the

&

aric {0 the Chureh ond laoys the foundation upon which Cyprian

'

builda

&)

half century loter:

s = = QB it emerges Ifrom the font, after its old sins,
flies the dove of the doly Spirdit, bringing us the
beace of God, sent cut from thg heavens, where is

the Church, the typified ark.™

In combating the belief that baptism was not necesasry

]

since . tire people of the Ula Testanent were not baptized zad
no refercnce ic made to the bavtisnm of the aposiles, he
points out thet revelation is progressive and that in the
new age bvaptisn is gquito necesoary:

Grant that, in duys gone by, there was salvation by
means of bore fzith, before thie pascion and roesurrec—

tion of the Lord., But mow that faith hasz been enlurged,

and iz beccue o foith whiel: bolleves In Eis nativiiy,
passion, and resurrcction, there hus beon an amplifi-
cation added o the oaerament, vlz., tie sealing act

of baptism; tho clothing, in some sense, 0f the foitlh

which belore was boare, and which cannct exist now with-—
2

out its proper lawe. Fox the law of baptizi?g hos been
imposed, ané the formula presceribeds o« o o

15?ertullian. Azainst lMarelon, in ANF, III, 293.
O9ertuilion, On Bzpbiom, gp. oite, De 673.
171n1a, p. 676.
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H Jurding persecutions many were mertyred who were yet

26 for those who had fullen afber their first baptism in
“he font, there wos still = sgecond baptism by which they

ould be suved:

.

Goé._.; & foresecen also other wegknesoes incideat to the
condition of non,--the gtrataogoems of the cacnmy, the
decentive acp a:.c ts of 't;lze creatures, the snares of the
worlds +thot .?.:i.,‘l even aftor buptism, would be en-

dan;erc”;
'rcu.l.'. ;-'= loot again, through geoiling the wedding-dress,

lm'" n failing to La-ow.r.:.:;.e oll for Gueoir torchlolo—

-L.l

“he auch oz would heve t0 be ...01.1=:ui- for over noun-

herefore appointed as second supplies ol comfort,
e last mozns of succour, the fz..e;ht of noartyrdon
the bap timm——thorcaltor I‘Wu:.- from danger--ol hlood,.

He gathers 'dg Biblicel evidence for this baptism of blood
fronm Christ's words in fuke 12:50: "I have o baptisnm to be

buptized with: and how I am constrained until it is ac-

complished!"(5V). This, refers to His crucifixion where
His glde was picreced and out flowed blood znd water

Theze two baptions ile seat out from the wound in His
plerced side, in order 1.h.,.1: they who believed in hi.,
blood might be bathed with the water; they who he

been bathed in m.c water might 11 !rmri ¢ drink tl;e
blood, This is the ';‘:t:l..sm which both stands in lieu
of the fentul u.;.t '.-.nb t-mcr'lg.. et has net beon received,
end restores 1t when lost.

Finally, znd of most importunce, Tertullisn thought

thuc of hereticol baptisms

18pertullion, Scorpiace, cie VI, ia Alif, III, 639.

19%0rtulltan, On Bapbism, Op. cile, De 677.

calechumens and huad never veen baptized. For these, as well

shat the ost, af ue attaining unte szlvation,

and .'-m.‘.ilc....d..,, and carried back upon the shoulders
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?here is 4o up one, and but one, baptlien. « « « But
it must be wimlitted that the question, "What rules
are Uo be observed with regzord to heretics?" is worthy
of being treated. « « » lHeretics, however, have no
fellowship in our digeipline, whom the mere fact of
thelr excommunication testifies to be outsiders. I
aém not hound o recognlse in them & thing which is
enjoined on me, becouse they and we have not the same
Fod, ner one-~thot is, the same—-Christ. And there-
fore Sheir boptisn is not one with ours either, be-
cause 1t io not the sume; o baptism which, since they

have ¢ duly, doubtleoss they have not &t all; nor
is i zpoeble of being counted which is not had.

Thus cnnot reeelve it elthor, becaune they hove
In the previous chapter on penance we saw that Tertuliiea
allowed only one repentance ulter the repentance of bz@ticm.“'l

For thda reason Partullisn vlaced zreat impurtonce on bapiion

88 we hove goen in this chapter. He congidered it the first
neznc by which a pergon réceives the forzivenoss of sins and

has tho iloly Spirit imported to him, Thus Tertulliaa tought
that only adults should be baptized and not children. e
wrltes:
‘nd so, according to the circumstances and dispcsition,
and even age, of each individuzl, the delay of bautlicm

iz preferable; p;:i,nc:l.pally, however, in the case of
little children.“<

Cyprion's Teachinzgs on Bupiism

The influences which the persecutions and lapazed had

203p1d, p. 676

2130(: ebove, pase 43.

Ezteertull:l.an, Un Baptigm, ope. git., P« LT3,
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|
on Uyprien'n concept of baptism are primorily in the area ; l
of the baptional controversye. The height of this contro- {
vorsy occurred between the years 255 end Cyprian's death

in 258, It was concoraned with =11 schisns, primerily wvith
lovetvianism where the coniroversy started, sand Marcianism

23

The information widich we have from the hand of Cyprian
during this controversy is contained in epistles sixty-nine
24

to sceventy-Tive. During this periced three cocuncils were

helé at Corthoepge which supported Cyprian. The documente

from the last of these councils ave still preserved.®?
The beptionmal controversy evolved around the prin-
e whether zeople who were baptized in schism received
& velid baptism or waeother such people nceded to be ra—
baptized upon itheir veturn to the Church from schism. The
concensus of opianion in Africe, 2o influcnced by Cypriam,
was that the baptism of schismatics was invalid. The Ronan
church, led by bishop Stephen, held that such baptisms

were valid,

Before we discuscs the history of this period and

233, J. Kicd, 4 Hisbory of ihe Church to As D 461

(Oxford: The Clovendon Lreos, L022), 4, Hube

akﬁnte-ﬂicene Patherg, edited by A. Roberis (Bulfalo:

The Christion Literaturc cuvlishing Company, 1386), V,
375402, Hereafteor cited an AXF, V.

251v1a, peges 565-572.
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Cyprian's concept of beptism, we nust first determine the
relations which this controversy hed with the lapged and
tie perueccutions. Already we have seen why Hovation lefd
the Church znd ended in achism. Inotead of disappearing
during the persecution of Golius, 'az-: did the schisn of
Felicissimus, that of Novalisn continued ae befors. And
there were no signa thot it would soon disaprear. The

Church had to adjust itself to this schism cs well as o

o]

the other breeks in the Churech as lox example lorcianisn

o

end MNontanism. Phe history of this controveray is ade-
quately summorized by Kidd as follows:

In dealing with thoso who came over to the Church from
gehion or from heresy, tihe practice of the churches

dllffered. %The West wos divided. Africa treated the
baptisn of schismatics und hercotics as null and wveid,

and required them to be baptized de novo. This was
apparently the theory of Tertullisn (Je boptismo,

C. xv), ond it became the practice of the African
churches ot any rate since the days of the Councill
held under Acrippinus, bishop of Certhage, next but
one before Cyprizn. Hlgcvhere im the West, and por-
ticuluxrly at Rome, custom had been steadily agcinst
what was held to be rebaptism; although & scection hod
attenpted it under Callistus, 217-22, not, however,
from rigorisn but from laxity. In the Bast, the
churches of Asia lMincr, like those of Africa, had cone
to require it, e. 230, at the Councils of Iconlium
Cyprizn ep. 75.7,19) znd Synnada (Bus. i, L, YII.
vii.5). ‘llany districts' werc of like mind, as in
Antioch and =northern Syrie; wiille, sbout 253, the
ehurches of Agic had a difference with l“oizezgtephcn
cbhout the motter (Bugs.,HeZe VII. vy, &4 & 5).

Vhat mede the problem pressing at the time of Cyprien

and Stephen wes Hovatlans przctice of baptizing converts

26134d, oDe Clbe, De 464
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from the Chureh. Vhat was the Church to do in the fazece of

this? Should thoy recognize the baptism of the Hovatlens,
27

or not? Cyprion said no. dtephan said yes.

The history of the controversy follows these main
1:'.':103.2'3 in 255 o laymon by the name of Iagnus wrote a
letter to Cyprian acking his opinicn on the efficacy of
fiovation's baptien ond whether his followers sheuld be re-
veptized on coming baoelk from this schism, Cyorion enswered
this request by writing his 75%2 epi :;'%..z.t::.h‘j voonn after
this eighteen lumidisn bishops wrote to Cj yprian 2lso asking
for his opinion on Novotiaa's baptism,

48 a roply to this reguest Cyprian czlled the Fifth
Council of Carihuge which is the first on baptism. This
counclil met in 255 and was abttonded by 31 bishops. 3By a
majority decipion it stated that all people ccming over
frem the fovation schionm, who had been baptized while in

schism, must be robaptized. The decrees of this council

|

Guatkin, Sarly Church listory o 4. Je
en and uaﬂtxany, 1909), 11, 280

Por this higstory sec Midd, _g Cltey DPPe 4606-4T03

Cwatlin, op. ¢ q‘;g., PDs 299—302, Ca He ele, & Higtory of

lhe Ciu-is fon C 'onrc.e.ls 50 the Close of ithe Council o

hicoea, ke De >j§ Durfn. r. & (i ﬁiﬁi&:‘iﬁﬁﬂT. Ppe 98-
4 QnSOIl'

2Tenry Melvill
al | (Lom.on' HMocmill

_T"ﬁg and fe We G ri 1'11’ idig .L:LII.G!.I, iic
dork (London: Meem -'1"an =nd uormazw ))r S49-4356
29w, ¥, 397-402. Tho nunber of these epistles aiffer L.

from the n numbcrs given in most history books, whielh fcllow
the Oxford Ldition. The cheonges over f£rom the C.3. to the
AJieTFe reapectivclJ are as followa. 69=75, 70=069, T1=70,
72=71| 13=12' 7’|'=73 and 75=7!"'|
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ére contained in Cyprian'sc 69th epistle, addrezsed o
Jenuarius ond other Humidisn bishovs.

Soon after thic o Humidian bishop nomed (uintus wrote
to Cyprion asking him what the Council of Carthagze had
decided, UOyurian smnswered this reguast in his 70th epistle.

In the following year (256) the sixth Council of
Carthagze met with 71 bishops present and reaffirmed, this
¥ime unanimously, thot "robaptisn is necéssary for 211 con-
verts from the 5@@#5.“50 The decrees of this council are
contained in Cyprizn's 72nd epistle addressed o Jubaionus
in snewer o a request from Jubaienus "wishing thet the
inmpression of my mind should be gignified 4o you, as to
vhat I think: concerning the baptisn of herctics. « o ."31

epistle Cyprisn stated that the council:

=3
i
ol
E
L&)
-
@
5
&
ok
éf.
ol
@

« o o had met together, bishops as well of the pro-
vinece of Aifrica as of Humidia, to the number of
seventy=—-cie, « « o (2nd) established this came matter
cnce more by our jJjudgment, deeiding that there is

one baptipnm widch 1la appointed in the Catholic Church;
end that by this thoge are not rebaptized, but baplized
by us, who at eny tine come from the adulterous and
unhallowved water tc be washgd and genctified by the
truth of the saving water.”’

About the same time that Syprian wrote thiz letter he
also pernned one %o 3Stephen at Home, his 7ls%, in which he

relates to the bishop the decision which the Council of

30x33a, op. cit., p. 467. Thic idea is contained in
epistle T72.1.

.. oyprien, Epistie LExil.l, ANP, V, 579
321133, pp. 379-360.
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Carthage hud made. He malkes no move to conciliate his
position but ciates it very frankly.
The historical seauence here becomes vague, but around
this {ime Stephon wrote & letter egeinst Cyordien, In this

letter Stephen eclaimeds

dpostolic outhority for the Roman usage, magnifying
the chuir of Peter, znd vituperaiing Cyprian &

"a false Christ", "a false apostle", and "a deceitful
worker"-~not, however, withoubt previous provocaticn
on Cyprion's pert. By this 4ime 2lso he had circu-
lated o letter in the Bast, declaring that he would
yclg.nu ggzmunion with blshops who nrzctised second
baptinm.

Thig letier met with much disapproval in isia Minor
tnd caused Flrmilien, bishop of Caesarea in Cappedocia 4o
vrite o letter to Cyprion telling him of the letter of
Stephen und syproving the position of Cyprisn. He writes
concerning 3tephen:
For what strifes and: dissensions have you stirred up
thrrouzhout the churches of the whole world! LHore—
over, hoew great zin hoeve you heaped up for yourself,
when you cut yourself off from so meny flocks! TFor
it is yourcelf that you have cut off. Do not deceive
yourself, gince he is reslly the schismatic who has
nade himseli an apostate from the communion of eccle=—
slasfical unity. For while you think that 2ll nay be
excommunicated by you, you hgxe excommunicated your-
self zlone from 2ll; o o o o
The lzst of these seven baptismal epistles was writien
to Pompey, bishop of Szbrata, who had inguired of Cyprian

information about the letter of Stephen. The number of

- 3Bg14a, op. cit., D. 468.
*eyprian, Dpistle LEYXIV.24, ALF, V, 396.
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thio epistle io '3.35

Po complete the history of thio controversy we musth
add thot in September of 256 the seoventh Council of Carthage
met io discuss the question of rebeptism. This was the
thivd Africon council to discuss the problem. There were
present elighiy-seven bisghops from Africa, Humidis, and
Havretonic. Cyprian wes president of the council and ia

hic cpeaing specch which ig preserved clong with the pro-

o
cecdings of the couneil,-C aaids

it reome: ins, thot upon this sane matier each of us

hould bring forwsrd wheit we think, judging no man,
.\ﬂ _rc;;c*c: :.:1..-1'; cny one Ifrom the ri.;h‘h of cor ﬁ:..w;.i.on.
11 iie should thinkz differently from us For neither

doee any of us set himseolf un az o bi shcp cf bigshops,
nox b:.-' W--.:;:um.:’ teryror ﬂoes any compel his celleague
6o Ghe ucccss.:. L:,' of Obedliencey since every hi.;i\.o'a,
cecording Lo the allowance of 31‘&. 1:Lbe'ﬁty znd power,
hos his own proper right of judgment, end can no more
Be judged by enother thunm he himgelf can judge enother.
out et us o1l well for the judgment of our Lord

2GS 1ol ..._c. ic the only one that b.ars nower both

in th "0\"07‘1‘“3.1:"'1’11-39:? s Churcn, ond

oL ;]u“, _1" us .w our conduet herc.

P Y

this pascage ig importent for understanding Cyorien's
concept of the Church und conseguenily his concept of bap-
tion. The Church was centered in the individusl bishop
who hed witihin his pover the right =nd duty to yractice

boptism 25 he seriocusly thought it should be practiced.

S045B, V, 306-390.

36, - : 2% . ’
L fhe Seventh Council of Carthore Under Cypzion, in
ABR, Vi hBeobas eaa e SRS Sy

3T1p12, p. 565.
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This weg hie individual responsibility %o God slono.

L1 eipghty-seven of the bighops present at this council
gucied that heretics and schismatics must be rcheptiszed
upon coming over from & schism. The stobtemenis of bhese
bicheps ore very interes ting wnd show polntedly the great
infiuwence which Cyparlen had over 'i:hem.ﬁa

The controversy cunded in August of 257 with the death
of Stephen. Hormony wes soon re—esbablished bedween
Certhoge nd Rone undeor Sixtus II (257-58). The persecu=
vion which broke out under Velerien in 257 also helped
to unite the Church and dispel disaension.

Jyprien'c concept of baptism is indissolubly linked
with hic concep’ of the Church. The true Church was the
locel, conerete, visible organiszation in o particular city
or aree with one bishop at the head.39 Anyone who separated
bimself from the local Church becune & schismatic and ex-
communicated Ezimself.l"o He who has cut himself off from
Uhe Church dees mot posseas the Holy Spirit and cannot im-

poart im in baptism. PThe buzptisms of thooe who are in

%see. for example, the atotenents of dHovatus 9£
Themugnde, Victor of Gor, Memeslian of Thubinils and Portunatus
of Thuccahori.

3%yprion, The Unity of he Chureh, in iHE, ¥, 423,

401438, chepters 10, 11 and 12, pp. 428-425,
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eent at the bapiiem and is not impaorted to the baptised.
“e could gquote Lrom ony of the soven baptismal letiers of
Crprian Yo show this, but for purpceges of clarity, and o
show thet Cyprizn'sc concept ceme corly, we will guote only
from his 69th epistle which wes writiten to Magnus in 255.4‘1
Mirst he suld thot Fovation must be ineluded with =11

schismatics und iz outside the Churchs even thoush his

[
i
]

i
doctrine and tezching is similor to thet within the Church:

Yo heretics or schismatics whatzoever huove ony power
or wizhi. Hovatian therefore cannot properly

nzde on exception. He stoys outside the Church, he
worka ooeiast the JC“L-U and lcve of Ohrigt.” Tuere~
Zore, he must e .,;,.:- ned among the adversarics and

s
u.-y & u -C i i l“.’-ﬁ

fhe Church ic one and cannot be divided intoc &ifferent

-y - - - - 2 -
GFOUDS O poxtbico:

Ihat the Churech ie one is declared by the Holy

Spiplt v Ve BR ,a.rc.m ineclosed is my sister, my
gpouse,; o ;'mmi.;cin secled, & well of .'!.:winu vaser
(Sons; of Soloman 6393 4: 12)." If then the spouse of
Shals L--:;i.lc,n :.f- me Church--is & gorden exncloced,
what is close nnot be open to the stranger and

the profanc, " 3 ‘»‘1':.- Cchurch is & sezled f‘o.mi:...::.n, one

who 1s outside, without zcceas Lo 3119 fountein, connot
drinl: from it or be ssnled there.

He wno is not in the one Church does not poesess Christ:

“'1.&11 the quo tes from thls letter are taken from the
translotion of 3. L. Greenslade in the fifth volume off the
Librory of Christian Clasgics cutitled Zarly Latin Fathers
(FidTadelnhin: Tie sectminster rress, 1956)y Dhe 150=10Te

#31nig, chepter 2, pe 151.
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I the Church which Christ loves iz one Church and.

it alone ias

clecnsed with his washing, how can he

w0 is not in the Church be loved by Christ or washed

end cloanaed
Chureh alone
powor GO Lap
efficacy

708 o xy b e,
without firz

-

legitinate succes

Fabian "by o legi

ordained in the €

& nan who ge
apostles, Bu
self! For o
can by noc me
Churehr is no
azeinat itse

indivicible

Rovation or wnay o

with hie vashing? CThewrefore, since the
posseasen the water of 1ifec end the
tiue und purify, no one can oxguc the

Hovatlenist baptism and ganctification

U proving, thed Novation is in the Church,
over it."

lovaticn is not in the Church becouse he did not follow the

sion of bishons. Cornelius succeceded

- = - e - [ll" “we ) -
timoto ordination." ™ Novatian was nod

anxech for hie woss

orned@ the tradition of the Gospel and the
ccecded no one and origineted from hin-
ne who has not been ordained in the Church
ang possess or govern the Church. The

+ outeide, It cannot be rent oxr divided
3£, i-'a‘.;@:ain-%.:z:»‘_ns the wnisy of a single,
house.

Shor schisnatic is not excommunicated by

the Church but excemmunicates himself by hie act of ceparac-

tion,

He is not cxpelled by the bighop, but of hic owm

accord runs
by his horet

And againg

away from the ﬂing;:,'h, condemning hingelf
icael presumpltion.

ihe seered bond of unity is indissoluble, and those

W20 caune &

schism, desert their bishop and set up

& psecudoc~bighop for themcelves outside the Church,

eroe left wit

“Ipig, chep

hout hope and bring utter ruin upon

ters 2 and 3, pp. 151=152,

451131&, chiapter 3, pe 152.

%Ibicl, chap

ters 3 end 4y pe 152

""7Ibic1. chaptor 4, De 152.
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themselves from the wrath of 606.48

very crux of the matter is stated thue:

I% mey be objected that Hovatian szccepts the sume low
as the Catholic Church, baptizes with the sume creed,
fpkgowlcd;eu the some God the FPather, the same 3on
carint, the same loly Spirit, end that he coan exercise
the power to baptize because, apparently, his baptismal
ingverrogetion is no different from ours. It must be
?pcognized, however, in ‘the firet place that we and

uile schismetice do not in fact share & common credal
lew and 2 common bopiismal inberrogation. wWhen they
88y, Do you helieve in the remiszsion of sins and
eternel life through the holy Church? there is o lie
implicit in their question, since they do not possess
the Church. Further, their own lips confess thet re-
mission of sine cannot be given except through the
holy Church, and since they do not posaess the Church,
Shaoy pgronstrate that sins conmot be remlited cmong
thienm,.

Since he does not possess the Church or the Torgiveness of

sins, he connot possese the Holy Spirlt end connot have a

legitinate baptisn.

e «» « N0 heretic or schismetic onywhere posseascs the
Holy Spirit, onéd that, in conscquence, while he can
beptize, he cannot give the Holy Spirit. This ad-
nission meltes it casy for us to prove to them that

he who does not possess the Holy Syirit connot baptisze
at all, It is in baptien that we ell of us receive
the remicsion of sinse. « « « This pessage shows thet
only ne who possesses the Hgay Spirit can bzptize and
give the remission of sins.

conclusion %o this entire line of reasoning is this:

Therefore, in corder that according to God's ordinance
end the truth of the Gospel they may receive the
remission of sins and be sanctificd and become temples
of God, 21l without cxceplion who come over to the

anbiﬁ, chapter G, pPe 153,
qglbid, chopter Ty PPe 154=155.
5°Ibid, chepters 10 and 11, pp. 156-157.
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to the Chmrch of Christ from the adversories znd She

antichristo.gre to be bepbized with the baptiom of

the Chusch.”

For Cyprion baptism mesnt the renmiassion of sins by
the dmparting of She Holy opvirit. The formule used musct be
the trinjtorien formula but this in itself did not make a
valid bepiism. hot was inmportent was the authority behind
beption. It must be performed within the Chureh snd by an
orGeined member of the one true Church. It was the authority

0 the Chureh which made bapbism valid in thet it clone hed
vhe power Go impert the Holy Spivite Differing from Ter-

wllian, Cyprisn believed the predisposition of ke person
being baptized made reluotively lititle difference as long as

e

the person was hrought up in the Church and continned in the

-~

Church. He therefore strongly urged that infante be brought
to baption o5 scon oo possible, even before ithe eight doys
of the Cld Yesboment rite of circumeision weore passed.Ea

In the centroversy over mel dtism the position of
Stephen at Home eventually won out in the Church, but Cysrian's
influence in the deveclopment of the concept of bopiism wes
nevertheless great. HNueh of this influence, it must be
admitted, howvever, waes in the passing on of tradition.

Above zll the persccutlons, the lapsed end the schisms
which reosulted determined the ereoas and the emphases in the
traditionzl concept of buptism which Cyprian promoted and

continued.

Slipig, chapter 11,p. 157.
52gyprien, Spistle LVIII, in AR, V, 353-354.




CHATTER VII

CONCILUSICR

The fifty years which +this thesis covers wes & period

of confusion =nd o

=5

strugsle between opposing forces both
within the Christiom Church and within the Roman & smpirae
Poroign elements were maling indelible marks on both of
aese inotitutions. In the Impire the invasions of bar-
baricns coused pignificent chenges in the succession of

emporers and in the cdministretion of governnmente In the

Chureh the persccutions and the resultant lepsed mede certain

changes nccegsary in the adminisitretion practices of the
Church.

The foremoust of thepe choanges we gsaw in Cypriants
concept of pensnce. o great number of lapsed and the
repeated threat of pc'r-sccuuion made hin change from a
policy of airietness o one of leniency in permittin: the
lapsed to return %o the Church.

In aftenpting $o0 determine the influence of the lapsed
on Cyprian'c doctrines of pencnce amd baptism we must first
@Getermine the influence which the lapsed had on his doc-
trine of the Church. Ve have tried to bring this out in
the thesis. Cyprien's doctrine of the Church was in-
fluenced by the schismo wiiich originated from the lapsed.
Cypricn considered all lapsed and gll schismatics cutaide
the Churche. In thic giate they did not possess the lely
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Spirit end oc o result could neither bapbize mor impose an
effective penance whiech would Sadin for the reopentant the
forgivencas of sing.

In Cypricn the conecept of the Church was centered in
the corporate visible body with o legliimete bishop at the
hoad. iny setion or funetion performed outside of this
conerecie body hod no ssmetion from God, i.-;ﬁch an getion had
no power to iastill the grece of God oy $0 secure eternal
life. Thome boptized in schism were nod baptized at £ll.
These coming o the Church from schiem muast ropent of their
ein, perform o suitoble penunce, ond be bapiized.

Thio progrescion of influencos is complicated 4o
follow. In a somewhat overgimplified statement we con say
thot the lopsed ceused the schioms, the sehicme influenced
Cyprian's concept of the Church which in turn influenced
hic concept's of baptiom and pensance.

From the evidence which we heve oxplored in this theais
we must conclude that the lepsed had very little influence
on Terdtullian's concepts of bapticm and peninces. The znumber
of lupsed in hip doy wore few cnd they dld not couse serious
problems in the Church. We must however leave the door
open %o the opinion that the lapsed were & conitributing
factor in developilng his gtrict legalistic interprotation
of penznce and baptiom. DLut this we can only conjecture

end not prove.

To @ large exiont both Tertullien and Cyprion merely
passed on the tradition of Christendon at lurge or the

e
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tradition of o segment of Christisnit

Athouzsh meny of the concepds in their docirines of
penance and baptism are not held by the majordity of Chris-
timns todoy, we know thaet both of these writers had a areat
infiluence on the future policies of the Church regerding
the readmittence of the lapoed into bhe fellowship of the
Church. The extent of this influence ic beyond the scope
£ this thesis. The next great volce in Westorn Christendon
10 apeck on this problem after Cyprian is St. Augustinc.
He criticizes both Terdbullien and Cyprion for their toach-
ings on baptism cnd pencnee but the infiuence of both these

£ g o8 %
1:‘..;

b

Crs cam he escen in theiry great successor.
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