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11oto.· le llI 'O«-"O~o in tho re:!.,:;zi of r1mpero:i:. .. Philip. 2:i 

The f i ve yc::a.· :t"oi ~ o:t I'h iJ.ip C£W.e to a t 1 .. ac;ic end in 

2.t:-9. 'lo ell i :.1 ix.i:l.·i;lo UC;;"'iuo·i; -;;110 :1:i:1,.,w thut !1t..'.d ~cvol·;;;ed 

c.~ ... :tn:-,t h im. o.ncl h "'ll mado �~� ociua ·tho no,.-, Gr-?llel"or . 

:i~he rci(;il o:1.' ociu.ri l c.~ted i'or onl y -uhrao yot:.1.2"0, ~:'::."om 

21i·9- 2!;11> bu·i. t 10 - om.1..1·::o ,•,h:lch 'lio roio 1 :a.ad. on -'.;he 

T " - 1i edict 

t he ::t,C'!-1!!:a o.f ·l;! 1c Cll.tu."ch ... d .;;ave rise to -~ho i mportcnt 

c011.,c: ovcr cdos uc1 development~ in Cl1r:J.stian doctr:i:1:10 uhiall 

.!lcc::.uc w .. ,.e a :ru,•iii ,,-o o~ : amlonia, nortl!.woat of fhrcoe. 

fL o - Ot!'"'Oll :i':o:r. the i cmitin -..; of his frunou.s edict is no-'.; cl.ea.. .... 

I ·i; ·:1 1.r.: pro· c~b1y his g1"avo coucem over t he moru.J. onJ cul­

t ur~ bro :dCi\m of no:m. .11 society which bcc2c.r1 ,ri th tho 

Un:!.i..::e t he ~~croii i &n !>-ersecution, that U.'lder :.looius 
we.a no·i; tho uor.,. o:r & despot• s oc:pi"ioe: :!.-'c: wc.s t he 
resv.J.t o.f a stri ctl y coneervativo ..u-1d p2 :::..11 reaction 
~ -un:::ri: tl,e .i'o.vorc gr::mte t l'!o Chri stit.~s tmdor 

1 -pe:r·o:. t>hili 1,, c. joa.lous rivaJ.~,y a:;;~not t l1e social 
o·<iatt1z o.cqui:rod oy Chrioti.mn. ty uuri.i."1.{; ;;he £1:."ot p .rt 
of the t lira cen"i;m .. y . Deciuo 't:!t:~a mercl .,. t l e i?:ot1"U.-
1:1en·c o_ t llc.t ro:..c·~.:.on c.nd rivo.lry-en in2trtL.--:iont 
wonder.'.i"ti.lly !1.Cl('.pteu. to -'i;he t a.al: le.id 'Ltj On hin by the 
.r.-.ct:ton ,,hiei! .i'ut him on t ho t m""'ne. $!!10 pa._;cn 
wri �t�e�: %  �s� prsioe :Li~ so e. mcm of S-toic ree;ul !ri ty of 
li:to, lJut ·1;110 1-icti l 10 dcn0iu1co l·ri ii' ~o 1101 ::.ccuracd 
\d.ld bec.ot" 2a_r 1 io woi'k o~ cc.J.cu1at ine; uicl raot hoclic~ 
destruction. 

~, 
'Ibili, P• ·3G5. 
241:bid, l'- 378. 
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As a meo.n~ of i mp1ementing reform he revived the office of 

censor, enJi;rus tine; it to the senator Va1erian, wh o be02me 
~,5 

emperor i n 253.~ 

He con:miasioned Vclerie.n: 

to ref orm Ql l abuses, whether in tho pc.J.ace, ·the 
oon ate , t he c,over1unen"'li, or else\·1here. -~ cle·:;ormination 
to extirpate t l1e C!,ristie..n relicion was ~ong his 
s ch emes for ,gc21crcl z·e:Corn.; he sm-.~ i n Christi:m.ity a 
po·i;en t solven·t of . omo.n. mrumero a."1.d customs; he 
e:,i:poc t oct to put an 2f!d to it 1:>y ::,evere measures, 
vi boroualy applied . 

T_1e ouict ·w_lich Decius i ssued i s ::.1.0 longer cxtc.:-it but 

i to con·tent::. c n.n, be gathered .fro112 ·the maiiy \•,ri tore ,,.; 1ich 

ro'"cr ·i:;o i t. ·:o do :::now that: 

i·~ provi ded f or 1:w,-,, universal proscription; &..nd left 
uotl1.i ~ ·i:;o local or perso:ie.J. initiative , whethe:- of 
peo~ le or magi strate. It fixed a aate, or e p_ointed 
t cJ:t'Ll , 1'01.· m..J:i110 profession of belief'; and all uho 
by t hio a~::, hau f eiled to deolaro their paamusm were 
to bo tclccn f or Christia.~a and so liable to persecu­
tion , not only i n the la.r6e citica such as .,, ome, 
C~ thai;e, ,Uc1mandria, J..ntioch, or jsphosua, but in 
1eazor ·tovms .such ~ 7Mew-os.eaarea, in vil1agos, and 
on pr i va.te ea·ta.teo. 

Tlle chief' charactoristic of thia persecution is that it 

ua::, lldmed ut al.1 Christians and not just the 1ee.dors.28 

Ita objec"'li was not so much to malte mm-tyrs as to m:.!ke 

25Duohe-ono, .2:2• .£it•, P• 267 • 
26Ibicl. 
27Kidd, .2Jl• sll•, P• 431. 
28r ourett, .22• .9i!•, P• 380. 



J.5 
~9 o.pootntes ."'" I . .,. " . ,..~ .... ... t.. • th .. 30 ~u weo e:a.,_orcec. .. "G.u.?o~ .. ou-.: c er:1p.:.re. 

In the sprili~ a..~d 8~'2"1Y' s,muner of 251 tho pcrcecution 

bo.;0..11. to c:Laok c:-:·i . The G:-otha ·.-rei"e inva:li11c; rron ·l;.a.e orth, 

and Deciuo had t o ut op ·i;be •·• A bnttle ,-10.::: fot~·i:; in -'.:he 

1ne.rohc o of tho ilOOJ: .. il<.h;scht~. ill l:.'U,(;11Gt of 251 wi-'vh t he - Onw.llS 

stti'fori~ .. disc.2t1'0t1s <lei'ea--ii. In t !ds bc.ttl.e Decius lost 

his lif c. ~ e ChtU"oh ,-,as given a broo:iihi:1g spell. to deter­

m:L.~o ite loooo~ ?J.1d to t ~:1:o positive oteps in rcclo.:i.m:i.ng 

·~!loco -.rh o l t--..pso • 

,•fu,,t wc:ro ·the re::n,'l.lte of this perseoution? 

3hor·I; ' a it ;.•1as , his persecuti,on J.ei't clcep ,-,ouuds. 
~Jlle :1:1iwboz· of ,a i)ost~tes and Iiibollatici, t hoiz- eff'orto 
·i;o :ec"',u.rn to tl1c Church, the s•i:irifo betwoe:-:-i Co11tee::ioro 
o.nd J i chopo ~d be·t,·roon the edvccatec of' 11 it;om· and 
or l c.:.·i ·iiy , · 1o·i; to !:lon,•!iio~. the so.:liEnn of t _.e ~igo:::."'icta 
c:.tu : "iiho doc·t:. i nru. quesi:io11 about rebaptisn, .. ,o~etller 
·1::::lil?. the peroonru. r:tvturioo involvoa3,-e.J.:t those t~ll: 
uo e c~ aoriou.o lOf;O.CY to J.;lle Ohuroll. -

nwnlJer of o. oot::.cios. In this: 

-1--.2:!:2. 

It sv.ccoot.lcd uoll. ct i"i:r.•st, as pe.1"seo1.i-t ions usucll.y 
<.lo ,.-t 0.1 t he .,.ovc:;;"n:1-tont h ..... s co::':!'.lon saviso enou.c;h to 
mal:o reC"'"'l'l:t::'c;io~ es.cy. It is f~ harcler to resist 
~t i':b::-ot t h o.:1 ::i.t a 1.c .. .;or ota.3e, ,-,hen em.ch c:.uccessive 
martyr swollc tho gl'O'l.,ing tide of enthusiaSl'.l t•;hich 
oi'ten e i vez no,-, otrength to thoce \'Tho bcea:..1 "-Ti th 
ut·iie1' £e.iluro. .!\t f'irst 21>ostates a.re ma.)Y, onr't:,'"l;·& 
i'cn·r. ·o in the .Decian t>erGeout.ion. It u:.~ skill­
fully plc.nned, it tooli: the churches by su:r:·pi'"iao, ~d 
it fou."l.d L'l22JY m1worthy bi""ethl.•cn ,-,hot\ tho l.OllG pe:ilOe 

29i(idd, op.~•• P• 433. 

:;oHenry Iiel.viJ.l G\-1etl:in, j :arJ.~, 
(1Jondon: ecm:i.llGn und Company, 

3J..-'idcl , ou • .£ll•, PP• 435-436. 
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had to pt ed in-'i;o iiho?.!l. s o t h e crowd 0£ r enege.dos was 
par·liicularly z c audc.J.01.1.a . Tllosc were o:r au.VJ.dry oorts, 
.i'or ·,he o.u t ho:l'"i·ties c el'"ed li t ·tl e how a m:m denied 
Cin"itri: , oo ·i;ha.t .r.1e d i d it i n on e i~- or cu1otllor . • • • 
The vir·tual C!postc.tea O.l,lpear to hnvo been much £ower · 
at 1!..lC::(~'.!l<lri:i, t·l'.' 1erc ·lill.o 2.•iot s in Pti.ilip • a tine. had 
wa..""?Def. -"ch e wa.vel .. cr s , ·1;h .. oo a,-'., Cart hage , \·!ho1~e t h e 
oi'.f euclc:t•o ucre in ·i;ho •:;hou:l nda , ~i c; .. ;vc r iae t o 
moi"e -'Ghe.n one SG:-"ious 001ri;1•over cy . 

As the 11crsec.u-tio11 pi"ocoeded, Jit~.ny of the bish.ope i11 

·i;lle l ~.:i:·a ei" ci tios esc~1)e<J. to t l10 count ry wid remained -in 

hi d i11e . 1rhis ".•:ras "'.;:-cue o:r Cypria.'l'l ~-1. c • , ..... i;l~e, of Gi"ej ory 

e·a !-ieo- Ceeo:irea., c:r D:Lonyciua c.t 1.10::.:andri a. and unc.1:oubtec;Uy 

o:f. nc.ny ot her bi iib.ops . FJ.•om t l'!.eir hi u.ing placoc tlloy con­

tinued t o covcrn t hei r biahoprics and in no sma.J.1 way 

-~ccoun·i;cd for tho s ·i;ec.uf'a.s"'lil'lec s of ma..'l'J.Y Co11fezsors end t h e 

Onf!Oin.[5 ope:-?c.tion o :f: the Church. 33 

\'ihe11 :Jcc i 1.\a was k ilJ.od i n 251, his imnecli'"'t e successor 

( 251- 253), bu·i; u.urin~ t !lcso t,·ro yer!:l."S he continued the 

r,e1'socution edict of Decius al. thout:h 1lio 1 aol::: 0£ zeo:L and 

e1ith1.1.si o.sm :tor mo.int ai nin8 it ez-eo.tly lw1de:red i•ia:1 e£!'ectivo-

11eco . 

In 253 Galluo wes defeated mid murdered by Aemilianua 

who he.d put down t he e.dvanco of t h e Goths i.?1 tllc l orth • 

.:'~omilianus a ss'W.lled the 111.u:.,.,le, but his 1•eis n l asted les s 
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t ha...,, .f'ov.r mo1rtha . He in ·turn was de:f'e.a ted &nc:. killed by 
-l• VaJ.or i an . :, r 

,, vJ.or i ·1. rei1~ed 1.L11til 260. His reign bringc to a 

cl oee t he .:i:,Q.;.,'lE-.,:iJ.UgJ, ,e DJl!L of t h i s paper. At fii·c t Va.ler i an 

l'ro.s pee.c cful.ly <.l i spoaccl to t h e Chris·liio.r.s but soon roauaed 

t he p1•inoi::.1l c o i n the edi c·t of Decius . The p e S\oe which 
- c: 

t he chtll"ch enjoyed is clescrib e d by Dionysiua of ..:U e:candrio. • .::,:, 

I t l ~.e-~cd :t'ror.1 25'!· 'to 257. 

I11. his ronl. i .. cl.r::li:l.0!1 ·to •;; __ e Chri s ·tii2ns, Vo.lori.a.n 
z·c.:i:tnel.a uo o:r i;,CVCrt'1.G end Di ooletic.:'1.. I f' h~ h.o.d no 
syr.:1pat :t.iy with c.nu•icti 2n~ ::as ::such , he ·.,;as willing ·to 
b e on ·!;ho mo::rli fricmdl y t c:t""mo ,-dth individuaJ.s. !Ie 
l>o•rm1 ,'li•i:h ·the recall of Lucius a.~d t he e ~ilos. 
j1ci'o t. 1011 - 11::.s :!ouse was f-...tll of' c ·lTiEr'.;;icns who 
we:. e no-81:.tal y t rea".;ed ·i;ha.t "ahey c::.l.led i t e. house 
or Cod . :, 

ili o_ yoiuc 01· .:·..1eAo.nd:ri a i n Eusel>ius' Ecql,9-e i aatioal Hinton 

!\·i;t_ i butoo ·' he ch.:in:;e i."1. Valerisn' s a ttitude to "".:he 

tee.oho:!' ru.ul. :t .1.10:r. o:r ·cho s ynagoat1.e 0£ the •Iegi i'1·0m ..:.:gypt, u 37 

a ccrt e :i.u I e c1"ien. This ,io.cr i m:i. was u s t aunch p~al.'l and 

a bitt er .foe or t i1e Church . Th e condi t ion3 in t h e empire 

medo Val.cri ui a ~ood lis tener to t ho charGeS of h2Crie!1 . 

The f'ron·iiicr s \'ter e e.ss ai1ed on al.1 :side s ; t h o :h"'Tml.!i:3, 
t he .l.o.nm.ns , a-~d other pi11~ tribe s i'1•om Gormtmy 
Cl.'OCGOCl t he Rhino a..."'id tl1c Do.nube. The Goths, dwel.l.e1·s 

34Gibbon, .2.a• .s?i:!•, PP• 219-22,. 
35:i:ru.sobiuo, 3ook VII. 5, .!m• cit., P• 291¾-. 

' 6G\.,a tkin, .Ql!• cif •, P• 26G. Eusebiuo ll::-.a this informa­
tion 1n Book VIr.-10 o hia o· urch ilistor;,y, mt• si1• , 
PP• 29s-299. 

' 7Buoebius, on. s!i•• P• 298. 
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by ·i;ho .roz•tll 8 02., bec o.ao r,i rc.teo , harri ed t h e soc.­
bo:art'l, r a.,,-o.ued .:·.sia f•li!lo:r·, c.nd even s· oued t llem­
sol•'1'es i n -~h e Ae,..;:oan. On "the east of the oapire, 
·lihc 1e1•s :i.ru s t oo_ p ossess ion 0£ J1.rooz1i e. ;.md "ieso­
po•i;mni c.. Ev-011 t h e tr:l,b'.es 0 £ ·the Sahare e-"c;too_t od 
t!te out, oc ts oi· lTur.1i d i t!. Y~1er i 1 , ~ood bu-.: woak, 
oo f e~• l ost his hoed ~a t o yield t o i a..':llaticol. 
cotmoe:tc and r o:gffl l eoie..."l I o fu:tilc p c1.•seo1.,"!.ti or1 of 
t h o Ulu•i c -'cia..t1.D . :J 

I·t mus·t hov e boon ·l;h e ol d ;2:.n>e~D. of CeJ.aua , ·th c t evocy 

CJu--i irriiio.n ~h ou l c1 e;i v o h ie ,.,: olehoar•i:ied suppor t -'i;o t h o 

i t1 Vu1eri a11. ~he churcec 1:1.,£ci not t he Cbri sti mio r eou2 t ed: 

i n -~ .. ,o et1i c to o:r 1>e:i:-see1ri.ion i n 2!J7 i:l.nd 25e . !.:eit!1er 
oi t hooo wac directed o~~.inot om~ist ians ~G i ndivi d­
'l.\ .1o oo 1nu01l ~o :l.1".inst t he :;ur-1a•tian Church . .!:;o 
one wao r oouircd t o apost a~ze. The Zi r st decree 
cnjoi110 i u p on t h o hiei .. arch1Cla.l h e ad.a ot t he Church 
to ;joi n of'Zicio.lly ip tho worship o~ t he ··;ods, 
~l·Ghot1..:;h, i f t hey oo uished , t hey mi t:;ht con·~inue 
·tnciz· ·1ors_u:p of. Chri st, ~d,~o ab:mdon t he colleeiat e 
:Corm. oi' chiu .. oll er ...;mtisc.tion. ::, 

T lio i"i:rs·i; edi ct wa s 1,v.blioh c d :ln iLu,auflt of 257. It 

t.°'.i'fcct od on l y -"ahe l i c;her cler gy cntl r csul tod i n Zo,·1 

. a:. -~yrc1oms . .1.hocc bi o-1ops ~-1!10 r efused t o c~rs✓ out t he 

o~"' e1•c o:r t · o edic·c; wero oxiled from ·cheir 'bishopric. 

o::ile to Ctu"llbis in d:rica., m1cl Dio11Ysius or U er..::mdri c. 

\'l f.'!S c_wilcu -'.;o :t:ephro in Libya . 40 

' 8wchosne, sm,. cit,, P• 273. 
9.iJ;., !>. 26G ~"l<l Taobon,° o-o . cit., 

:;gi-!OUl."'ett, .2.\l• ~•, P • L:-1:,. 
.2ll• ill•, P• 274. 

40Ibid., p . l:-14. 

Soo als o Gwa t !:in, .2:2• 
P• 22. 

Seo also Duchesne, 
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Va.J.erio.r1 aoon diaooverod that the first edict did not 

do t ho job of stopping the Church from holdin~ ~&thorineo 

nr1d extending ii;a inf'luer1ce. Oonacquontly in 258 l\e issued 

hie second e<: ict, ,..,.. ich Oy1,ri:m <.tesc1·ibea in hia lettoro 

80 ond 81.41 This e ict i eluded not only the clorGY but 

=-.l so l a.ymcn i n ccr•ia.iin oec1.'llar positions . The sentence for 

t hooe w:10 viol c:iicd t lle edict ,-,er:, <ic .th. ,i2 ita.rtyrdomo 
l' -:• 

.31·00.t nwnbcrs as a. result. t-:J 

~he dea t h 0£ ·th e bis hop o:t Carthage is t hus described. : 

Oypri ' n ,-10.s StmimCl:led ·r.rom Curt.1.bir; to CD.J.•tiu.~e by the 
no.,.: proconsul Galo1•;_~ ~ i1a..··1dmus . 'But \:ll.en Gal.e1·iu& 
:round himoelf' ·coo ui1well to leave lJtice ., he sent :ror 
Cypriun ·to cone t hore. Am this did not suit Cyprian's 
plans , he hid lli moel.f. I:ie was ,1u1 te read:, £01· death, 
but :i.t C:.u""11llagc among his people, not at Utica • 
. ihen t he proconsul re obcd Carthage, Cypri~m we.s 
:..rrcst od in hi s otm home, o.nd brought before ~1~ next 
n ornin:-; ( .,cpt. J.L1-) • The trie:L w~s short, :tor tlie 
ofic-mse ,-ms £lae;i·~ t and a.vowed: and soon the dying 
Galci""i us ro~id. t ho s entence "th;;it Thascius Cyprio.11us 
be bcheacl.ed \-Ii th tho s,-,oi•d. 11 . ... groat compl.Ul,y :followed 
tc ·i;lle pl.a.ce of e~:ccution, for all men felt that s 
£;,Tout C£":recr was endi r,g . Even tl1e exccutionor wca 
overa\·ted · ""U. utterly unnerved, a1:1d the commanding 
CGl'11iuricn h n.d toL,if,1ve the f etal G'troke. ,;,O fell 
OypriUil • • • • n . 

41cyprinn, B.pia-tl~@ ~ mu1, ~. in A,nt~-... !i.cene !?{!.thers, 
edi tecl by .:\le=t:mder 1?obe1'·lis fBuff~o: T c d.i.u.•lst1~ Litera-
ture .:ublish.i:ne OoD1pany, 1885), V~ 406-1108. . 

'J.2Duches:r.e, op • .9.!!•, P• 27'~• 

.t~:SKidd, .9J!• £ll•, P• 476. 

l!4Gwatku1, .9.l!• Cit.' PP• 2G9-270. 
cit., PP• 419-42r.-

See iillso :-lourott, 
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In 260 Valeri~~ was ilnprisoned, mid hio son Ga:Llienus 

aseumed t ho t hrone end ruled until 268 . He is3ued the 
4a: 

firt;·t; edic·t of toleration in a ,esoript of 261. ::, 

---------



Tim LJI.P='F.D taND Tim c z.mn cn 

The Na .. .;ure ancl t he Extant oi' t he Christi4?1 Lapsecl 

;-re wou1d :fi rst li!te t o co11aider the nature or method 

by ·\·rh ich a. Chri sti~ l apacd. from the church . In the letters 

of Cypria.'l'l we :!'i ncl much in.formation on this subject. Ji'or 

t hi s ~ees on ue shell oou~iclor this topic in the light of 

;he Doci un per s ecution. 

The l on~ pel'iocl of peace thc.t the ChUJ. .. ch experienced 

from -~he cn<:l of the r eign of Oarncalln ·to t hat of .Deciuc, 

with only mi nor outbi .. ea.ke,, c a.used the Church to become l ax 

i n i t ra d i ocipline r..n.d filled with mmnl,ers who were not 

s ·trong i n t heir f:.n th. This situa tion Oy:9ri:m describes 

in s ec ·l;ion 6 or his treatis e .Qn ~ Lapsed: 

Each one 'l.·ra.s des irouo of inor eesin~ his estate; and 
f'org e t:fuJ. of wha t believers had oi-ther done be.fo1'"0 
in t h e t imes of the trtpostlos, or always ought to do, 
tlley , ,ri t h t he inoatic.blc ardour o.t covetousness, 
devoted. ·them~ol vee to t he increase of their pro:9ert,J. 
lunong the priests thero was no devoutneos o.f roli~ion; 
among t.le ministers there °\'ta.E no sound fei th: in 
their \'10rlr.s tllere wraa no moray ; in their m:mners there 
wes n.o disoipli.11.e. • • • Mot a few bishops who oueht 
to furnis h both ·oxhortation end examplo to otllors, 
~cspioinc t heir divine chergo, bocame e,,ients in 
secul.ur ouniness, forsook their throne, desorted 
their people, wandered about over foroign provinces, 
hunted t he morkets for Gainful merchlJ!dioe, whilo 
brethren were sterving in the Church. 

1oypr1an, On lhe L~aed, in An§~ioene Fathers. odited 
by .Uexandor Rober s (ll filo: !rhe ~stia.n Literature 
Pres:11, 1886) , V, 438. Heree.:rter cited as lwF I V • 
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It ,-,as 110 surprise then "';;ht:.;t when •iiho peraecution came 

many flocked to t ho al tciro to o:t::f'er in.ce11.so to the Roman 

em11eror. ..hoce scon oo iauat have ti"ttly been a horrible 

sight for those who remaineu. i'ir!J. i n their f:id th. 

They indoec.l c1i,l not wed t to be e.1>prehonded ere they 
c.;.Scendea., or to b e i nten."ogatod ere they denied. 
Many uero conquered l>efore the ba.ttl.e, proctrated 
lJei'ore t he :::.ttacl:. ror did ·i;hoy even lce.ve it to 
be &~~i cl f.or tilem, the.t they aem:iod to aacrif'ice to 
i dol:s v.11willinc ly. They rP.ll to the mo.:rl:et 2.>l.aoo of 
their om1 accor d; f'reol,,r they ho.stened to cleath, aa 
if' they hc.t1 formerly wished 1 ·1; , t'.S i£ they i.•IOUld 
embra ce on oppo2tunity now given ·which they had 
Cl't1LYQ desired• 

.1le :; i t.: oa thooe ,-1110 willirl l y we11t ·t o t h o cl.tars to 

Sc. cri.f.icc ( oc.crii'ic:srti) the1'"e wei·o sJ.so those \'/ho ca.st in---~--= 
ccnac on -~ho al t ~..l" ( th~.f.ico.t;JJ nnd e.te of tho aac1'ificec 

end <ll"U1k of the lib:;:.;;ions which \•1e1·a oi':Cered. Some 

Chrieti ann a t fir~t stubborn1y refused to accri:f'ico but 

a£tcr a period of torture fi.11al1y consented. There ~so 

,-,ere .... .,roup of l e.l)sed who did not aotuclly s acri!'ice but 

received f'ro1:i tho 1ne.(;is·lirate3 certificates stat~ that 

thoy ho.c..l sacri:f'iced. Theoe l.:.::.1)s,od becane kno,·m in the 

Ohurch a..,.., ·;;he libel.1a.tioi. There \101•e Ohriatie..'l'ls ,·:ho had -
their no.mo pl.aced on the roll as having oacrii'iced by 

proxy. Those were l abeled aa D.Cta f~cientos. 3 L~tor on 

when these J.a.psod ce.~e be.ck ".;o 1:ho Church, the 2.mount of" 

2Ibid, :P• 439. 

,Henry Melvil.l Gwcitk:ln, BarJ..y Church Hist..2£z to A. n. 
lU (London: The Macmill.an Ooapany, 196§) ,-rr, 256-;-
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pen2nce which they ,1ere rm1uired to do was in a large part 

dependent on t he :above categories into ,-rhich they fell.. 

Tho number of those who received the certifice.te of 

sacrifice ,-,as vory ereat. 4 

The Attitude 0£ ·the Church Towards .... h e Le.psed 

\ihel'l the Decitm 1'>e1 .. aecutio11 come, tho Cl-lurch wc.s quite 

1u1p:ropared £or ·i:;h e s ituation. r ... s soon as the i'irst wnve 

of !)e1"sec1.1tion po.ssed over the Chui"ch, leaving it ,-ti th so 

ma.~y that ho.d lapeed, t he question that immediately arooe 

"t·rao what oh01.1J.d 1:>-e done with t hose who did lapse but now 

clocire to be 1.•ein.stated in the Church. Firet it mumt be 

romeube1~ec1 t h a t Cy1>rj_an oonai dered the very act of soorifico, 

or oven obtuininc1 u certificate of aacrific~, the some as 

seli'-e::co::u ,U11ication. 5 By their O\'l?l. fi•ee · rill these !)eopJ.e 

were no J.ongor i :r1 the Church. Their cx·i .... c ·.-1e.a truly 

hor-.t .. i ble: 

Return:i.na £rom the al.tare of' the devil, they dra-, nero:­
to the hoJ.y pJ.eoe of the Lord, with hands filthy and 
reek ing ,.,i th smell, still cl.most breetl11ne; o:£' tho 
yla,sue-bear:lng idol-meats; 2nd even with jaws still 
ey..haJ.i11g thoir crime, end reol:inr.; with tho .fatal. cgn­
t&ot, t hey intrudo on the body of the Lord •••• 

41:bid. 
5oypri~m, ~istJ.o 62_, Lf., in Ear~ Latin Fgta,erg, traD.3-

lated bys. L. rcensiado (~hiJ.adelp a: The Vcstiainster 
Presa, 1956), p. 152. 

6cyprirn, O,R• .2.ll•t P• 441• 
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Deopi te the grea t o.bll01-rence ,·rhich the Church had ~or 

the le:psed , Cyp1•:tGn would not have the1n f oroaken by the 

Ohw:•ch • . Uh i l e :l:n e:·ile i'ro1n 03.rthag e in the yca:r 250, he 

wro·t e to ·i;he cl.crc;y t here advioing them on the way in ,-,hich 

the Church should deal with t h e lapsed. 

• • ■ I t h i :i:1.k t hu.t our bre1ihre21 1auat be dealt with; 
--·i;hct t lloy 1.·1ho llu.ve r eceived oertii'ice.tes i'rom the 
mar·i;yra, a11d mey be assisted by t heir privilege with 
God , i ! t hey shou1d be seized wi·tl'l. ~ misfortune 
ru1d peril of siclme s ~ , &h ould, t1i t h out we.i tint~ .for 
my proscnco , bef c>1·i:: c...1. y pre:aby .. ,er who nigh t be pre­
s en·I; ■ • • 111 be uble to m~;:e coni'ess i on o~ t heir ain, 
·liha•i;, ,.~i ·ch t.he i mposi -:;ion of hm1d 0 upon t .hcm i'or 
:repen"'.;:u1ce, t hey shou.ld .come ·to the Lord '.·rith the 
)?CC.Ce w_ic __ ,.,. __ o martyr s lt.~ve ;esired, b y t ll.ei:t' letters 
~o uo , t o be ~r a.~tcd t o t hem. 

J~u conocr-ai nc; t hoso who ai:e not s ick unto doe.th he writes 

i n t he a £'.n10 epit;tle: 

C1eris ' so by your ,~csence the rest of the ~eople 
uho ~ c 1 2.1:>sed , e,,;n.d cheer them by your console.tion, 
t h~t ·~Ley ~ay not fail or the f:?:.ith and of God'a 
mercy. For t hose shall not be ~oroaken by the aid 
o.nd avsistc.uco of the Lord, who me,ek1y1 humbly, and 
trith true penitence h a.ve persevered in good trorks; 8 ut the di-.rine remedy 'l.·1111 be granted to the?:1 a.loo. 

It wa.o the prac·tice of' -f.;he Church that con£e3sors and 

mar·tyrs could write letters to ·the bishop a ... kino; tho.t 

carte.in lepsed be ~runted forgiveness and restored to the 

Church. It is these letters to tn1ich Cyprian i3 rei'errins 

in ·the above quo·tation fi•om his eleventh epistle. This 

practice was not new, but not until the who1eoa.J.o desertions 

7cyprian1 Epiotle m, _m. V, 293. 
8Ibid .. 
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of ·i;llo eciau pei"oecu·tion was i-t ceriouoly questioned. 

d••n.y oi' t ~oae w,10 l apse« a-.nd <l.ecirod reaU?:li ·i:to..'t'J.ce to 

the Church hur _ ioc.1 ·i;o the confessors in p:-ison a."'l<.1 &ot them 

·i;o ,.11 .. i-'c;o l e~l;;tcra "c;o t h e bishop aal::ins J.-i.im to roinsto.te thet1 

il1 t l:1e Church. Cyprian seems ·willing to do this ,,_s is 

indic:..tecl in ·i;hc o.bove l cttor. lhrt 1iho misuse or this 

priv·· 1ea e 00011 bocamo :f'ler:;i•~rt v.s is indicated l;y -'.;he 

f'oJ.lowi .. .. lct·i;er: 

All t he con~cssors to f ~t her Cyprio.n, 6Teeti?1g. Knm, 
-~!1~t, :.~ -~ ' c:011.oorninG ,·rhon the &ccoun"i; of whc.t 
·.;noy h~v o done oince the conu!liceio11 of their aL't'J. had 
bcei1, in your c.:riiit?m.:t:i.on, s o.:'i;isfactory, t·ro have 
~r tod pet?.ce; r- d \·re have desired that this roacript 
r.;!101.".lll b e ml o l::nown by you to -'.;he o·i;her bish.ops cl.so. 9 

To otop ·i;hio rti.suoe, Oypri~1 mi1dly rebuked -'i;he co11fcosors, 

• n u OSl) COi ·u.ly 011e Luoiuo wl10 was ·i;he ri.n..gleader of this 

mover.im:1t o:.:' ,•;holc c ;.".l.e reconciliation. 

'.:!"or uhile ·the i.o::-.>cl h e s ·said the-.t the na tions are t o 
be: l> .. .:.ptioed in ·t' !.c nomo of t h e Fe.th.er, and of .. he 
3 011 , ... ,'.\d of tlle lloly Ghost, end thcil" paa-'c; sins are 
t o be d one o.wo..y in i,c.ptism; t h iG Q.E (Lucic...""1.), 
i ~o- ~..:.t·b of the precept o.11<1 oz the lrn·1, com:iando 
peace to be ~onted &1.d Gins to be done awcy il'l t ho 
llC!.l"llC. o f :Pc.u1t.tc; o.nd h e say~ "'Ii: a:t t h i s W:15 COr.!tl::mdod 
hiu by ~~uJ.uo, a3 you will oboerve L~ the lotter 
sent by ·the aome Lucion. to Co:torinus, in ,-rhich he 
vecy littlo considorod th~t it io not mm."tyrs th-~t 
:ma!:a the Goopo:J.e but tha t martyrs are lilrule by the 
Gospel •••• - · • 

In -'c;he treatioo of Cyprian onti 'filed On !h! LO.T>DQS he gives 

his vim1s , further on tllis matter .a.a follO\fD: 

9cyz>ria~, EP_iot1e m, 1:.!;!!. v, 296. 

lOoyprio.n, Epio~ XXII, bf.E., \' " 301. 
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Let no one ch ea t himse1f, 1o·t no one deceive himaolf. 
The Lo_ d ~·.1O11.c oo.n have mercy . le el.O1'1e c :::n b oa t 0\'1 
purO.on foz· ci ua w_ ioll ho.ve been c ommi ttec1 o....r:e.inst 
I!i msel .: . • • • hut i f rai.,,,r one, by an ovcr h1u-1.~ed 
11~:::te , 1•c.sh1y t hinks -'.;h at he c~ ,·1·1.rc r cmis a ion of 
cine ·i;o e.11 , or do.res ·t;o 1.--esci .. -id -':he Lo2.•d ' s pr oct"::.>ts, 
110·1; on:Ly cloe o i t i n 110 r espect a <.1vonts.t;e t h e l apsed , 
bt t i ·;; doer; ·i;het.'l h:ll."me • • • .t'ind doc s any 0 ·1e ·t..:link 
·i;hc.t , L op1,osi tion t o t ho Ju~ c , & l:1011 can becor.ie 
oi' nvni l ··ror ·t ~ r of fo!.'" ·l:ihe g cne1•nl r emi ssi on E'll<i 
p.:ll.•don of oins , or th~t he can chicld ot hers bef or e 
he hi nool ~ i o v i ndica t od? Th e ~lll'tyrs order e omc­
·lihi ne ·i;o be d011e ; bt.rli on1y i f t his t h.i1ig be just and 
l awi'ul , i f.' it c ~--i be d 011c wi t hfft opposi ng the I,or d 
Hi mself by God ' s pries t •••• 

Thi s probl em o:t: ·lihe c.tJGi t1.1de o:r the Ch1.1.rcll toward t ho 

l apsed ,-,ill b e rli ccuasecl further in t h e l a ot tt10 chapters 

or "'i;his 1,a.per o.nd i n tho :::ectio.11 fol lowing , ,-,h ere the 

ochi oms ,-rlli c h rcsul t ed i n t he Church due to the l apsed a.re 

cons i u.e:re 'i. . 

T.he Schi sms i n t he Ohm.•ch Cauoed by t he Lapoed 

In conaide~i:."16 t.is point wo s hal.l again limit our 

ai ocussiorr t o the Gchiams which occurred durinc the epis ­

copt!tc of Cypri a11. I-'li might 'be t h ought t h2.t Hontcm.0lil 

should al.co bo i ~1c l u ded lle:re sinao it h.~d such a groo.t 

i nfl u on oo on Tertullian. Thia influence cannot be diaputed , 

but t h e fv.c·i; m:rve::r"liheleas remains t ho.t i-lontan1S13 a.rose in 

t ho l atte~ part of the second century, which is before 

the torminua .§! guo of this paper. !!"urthermoro, the direct 

cause of J.lontQJ'liom cannot be attributed to t he l o.paed in 

the persecutions. The sohisma therefore coneiderod 1n 


