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In the year 202 AeDe, whon Origen was about seventeen years 

old, the great persecution of the Christians under Septinius 

Severus broke out, and among tha victime was Leonidas, who was 

apprehended and put into prison. Origen's eagerness to share the 

fate of his father was frustrated only by his mother's device of 

hiding his clothes. Unable te viait his condemned father, Origen 

Wrote to him, “Take heed, my father, that you do not change your 

mind for our sake."* Origen wrote 

bidding hic father stand fast, though his life should be 
taken ousy end hia property confiscated. There is not in the 
annals of ancient persecution a more notable example of that 
moral and spiritual strength which knows aothing of flesh 
and bloon when the question is between confessing Christ and 
denyin; Him. 

Leonidas remained stesdiust and was executed. 

in the hour of need a rich and noble “ady of Alexandria, whe 

is nowhere named but who is said to have been a Christian, inter- 

ested herself in the bereaved and impoverished famliye She opened 

her home and treasury to the youthful Origen. The company in which 

he found himself was far from agreenble, however, since he shared 

the house-with a certain Paul of Antioch, whom Eusebius terms, "an 

advocate of the heresies then existing in Alexandriae"® Finding 

Conditions at this house intolerable, Origen ventured to support 

his mother and six younger brothers by becoming a teacher of rhet- 

oric and grammare As he had been carefully instructed by his father 
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5 David Duff, The Early Church, edited by David Duff IT 
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in Greek literature, he was avle to carry on his instructions with 

a high degree of success. 

Clement of Alexandria wes forced to flee the city during the 

same persecution which had taken Leonidas, thus leaving vacant the 

presidency of the famed cutechetical achool. ‘The eminent learning 

and fume of the scholarly Origen, who was only eighteen sears of 

Se, Caused him to be recognized us Clement's successor. However, 

it appears as though Origen's official appointment to the position 

Was not made until after his success had been assured. At any rate, 

within a short time the bishop, Demetrius, officially placed Origen 

at the head of the school. 

Origen's succession to the presidency of the school was ac- 
cidental rather than otherwise. He saw that there were young 
Christians und inguirers who desired to loarn, and that there 
was none but himseli who was able and willing to assume the 
hazardous duty of iustructing them. Demetrius pecigned hin 
oniy after he had been successful as a teacher. 

Meanwhile the persecution continued. The Edict of Severus was di- 

rected againet conversions to Christianity, not against those who 

had been born of Christian parents ond sere Christians trom birth. 

This is an explanation of Origen's escape from sharing his father's 

death. "His youth and his comparative obscurity sheltered him from 

imnediate peril."? Origen's diligence and learning soon attracted 

many pupils, a number of whom attested to the zeal with which 

Origen inspired them by sealing their Christian confessions with 

a oe 

fw. Fe Farrar, Lives Of The Fathers (London: Adam and Charles 
Black, 1907) I, 395. 
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martyrdom. Some of his scholars became notable in the later his- 

tory of the Church, among them Plutarch, who died the death of a 

martyr, and Heracles, who afterwards became the bishop of Alex- 

andria. Students were attracted to the school not only because of 

the outstanding abilities of its master, but also because of his 

unquestioned piety and asceticism. He refused remuneration for 

his labors but Supported himself by selling his books, most cof 

them manuscripts which he himself had copied. After a day of 

teaching in the school he sent the greater part of the night 

studying the Scriptures, which he knew almost entirely by heart. 

When finally he did lie down to sleep, it was not on a bed but on 

the bare ground. lie literally carried out the command of the 

Savior not to possess two coats nor wear shoes. 

Thet Origen carried his asceticism to the extent of literally 

interpreting Matthew 19:12 by committing self-mutilation is uni- 

versally recorded by church historians. However, the issue itself 

is at best controversial. Farrar claims: 

It has been questioned by Schnitzer and Baur. SGusebius is our 
sole original authority on this subject, and although he had 
access to documents which exist no logger, ne was by no means 

exempt from the possibility of error. 

Origen's commentary on Matthew 19:12 points against his personal 

Share in the error, and it is remarkable thut in the Alexandrian 

synods which more or less condemned Origen no reference was made 

to a circumstance which, in the current condition of Biblical 

Ry SS 
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exegesis, would have furnished the vest justification for their 

severity .~° 

On the other hand, Fairweather claims: 

That he could have done this has been declared incredible 
(Schnitzer, Baur), although upon insufficient grounds. The 
fact is sell attested. Moreover, the practise in question 
was far from uncommon in the ancient world. 

At best the account is uncertain. 

Sone authorities cleim that the idea of severe self-denial 

and asceticism was in the fabric of the times. Hatch points out 

that Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, and other Stoice clzimed three 

elements essential in attaining goodness: nature, learning, and 

discipline.» Fairweather, in discussing Origen's asceticism, 

weitess : 

At this period, the Graeco-Homan world, weary of an enervating 
self-indulgence, turned wistfully from the refinements of 
Epicuresnism to the stern renunciations of Stoicism, with the 
remarkable result that Jewish theosophy, the iater Platonisn, 
and Christianity were all looking in the direction of,self- 
Genial as the key to the deepest philosophy of life.” 

For a number of years Origen continued to labor with growing 

success. In consequence of the increasing numbers, and with the 

view of gaining more time for the investigation of divine truth, 

he entrusted to Heracles the task of instructing the younger and 

  

1O7bid. 

Wss114am Fairweather, Origen and Greek Patristic Theology 
(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1901), pv. 45. 

12:awin Hatch, The Influence Of Greek Ideas On Christianity 
(New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1957), p. 145. j 

1Spairweather, op. Cite, pe 42. 
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Weaker, Since the school was attracting more and more learned 

SCholars, many of them pagans searching for the truth, Origen 

Sought to equip hineelf to meet the challenge of heathenisa by 

becoming its student. He went to the most famous philosopher of 

the time, Ammonius Saccas, the supposed founder of Neo=Platonism, 

and there met Vvorphyry, the greatest exponent of tie school. 

Porphyry later wrote of Origen: 

lle was a scholar of Ammonius and made great progress in his 
philosophy; he belonged, however, to the barbarous and corrupt 
sect of Christians, and so corrupted and falsified the excel- 
lent things which he had learned, mixing up outjpndish fables 
with the true doctrine of God and the universe. 

Lietumann writes of Origen's interest in Neo-Platonism: 

His studies under Ammonius sere actually of the greatest 
importance to him, because they made him systematically 

acquainted with the methods of the entire mode of feeling 
and thought which passed as modern learning at the beginning 
of the third century. 7 

  

During these years Origen also SouRne to acquaint himself with 

the Hebrew language, studying under a certain Rabbi Huillus. This 

is « remarkable circumetance, as the Fathers generally were not 

only content with the Septuagint, but appeur to have regarded it 

&S equally inspired and authoritetive with the origiuals 

Origen interrupted hie labors with occasional journeyse He 

Visited Rome during the bishopric of Zephyrinus about 215 A.D, 

  

hae quoted in Duff, op. Cite, pe 205. 

Vans Lietzmann, The Founding Of The Church Universal, in 
The. Beginnings: Of The Christian Church, translated from the German 
by Sertram Lee ool’ (New Yorks charles Scribner's Sons, 1933), 
II, 5388. 

Spurs, op. Git., pe 289. Eusebius expounds at length con- 
Cerning Origen's broress in these studies, especially in philos- 
ophy. See Seclesiasticnl History, VI, 18 and 19. 
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Where he made the acquaintance of iippolytus.?” The lame of the 

Great Alexandrian was not confined to his native land, however, and 

about 216 A.D. a request was made by the Roman governor of the 

province of Arabia to Demetrius and the prefect of Egypt that he 

might hold an interview with Origen. ‘We know very little about the 

Avabian trip, and Eusebius offers scant information when he merely 

States, "Having accomplished the objects of his journey, he azain 

returned to Alexandria."7° 

In 216 4.5. Caracalla visited Alexandria and begun inflicting 

tortures there, particularly upon scholars. Origen left Alexandria 

and journeyed to Palestine, where his acquaintance with Theoctistus, 

Bishop of Caesuren, and Alexander, Bishop of Jerusalem, ushered 

in ® new period of life for him. Although not even a presbyter, 

Origen was recognized as an eminent doctor ecclesiae, and the 

Palestinian tishops requested him to honor them by delivering dis- 

Courses in their churches. Demetrius was incensed at what he 

Considered a breach of the Church's law and tradition, allowing an 

unordained layman to preach in the Church, and he demanded Crigen's 

immediate recall. Origen complied, but the Palestinian bishops 

Claimed their action was not without precedent and that they had 

violated no laws. Mackinnon says of this incident: 

The Palestinian Church had evidently retained the old freedom 
of prophesying open to any member of the congregation, at 

least with the episcopal sanction. That of Alexandria, on the 

  

17 cusebius, Ope Gite, VI, 15. 
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other hand, hud adopted the practice, which had by this tine 
apparently become widespread, of restricting edification to 
the bishop or the presbyter. Origen evidently felt himself 
at liberty to disregard the Alexandrian practice in a region 
where it did not apply, and pygbably resented the rather over= 
bearing conduct of Demetrius. 

Origen returned to Alexandria to begin fifteen years of intense 

and prolific authorship. A certein Ambrosius who had been converted 

from Valentinianism attached himself te Origen's school, and the 

two became intimate ?frienda. Origen himself had been most reluctant 

to produce writings, yet at the insistence aud urging of Ambrosius, 

referred to by Grigen as "my teskmaster," hundreds of manuscripts 

flowsd from his pen. Ambrosius furnished him with: 

Mere than seven amanuenses, who relieved each other at stated 
tines, and with an equal number of transcribers, algns with 

young girls who had been practiced in calligraphy. 

Nackinnon says of these years: 

The literary activity must have been prodigous, and probably 
they were among the happiest which Origen ever enjoyed. 
ingeged in his faverite studies, surrounded by many friends, 
adding yearly to his own stores of learning, and enriching 
the literature of the Church with treatises of the highest 
Value . » « it is difficult to conceive a cong} tion of things 
more Congeniul to the mind of a true scholar. 

It wes curing these years that Origen produced most of the major 

exegetical, critical, and textual works we shall discuss later. 

Only one incident of any importance seems to have taken place 

during these years, his visit to Julia Mammaea, the uother of the 

  

1 eckinnon, Ope Clie, Pe 4556 

“Ocuseblus, op. cite, VI, 23. 

21 meederick Crombie, "Introductory Note to the orks Of 
Crigen,' in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, edited by Alexander Roberts 
and Jamos Donaldson (Grand Rapids: Serdcans Publishing Co., 1951), 
IV, 2276  
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Cmperor, Alexander Severus. Origen responded to her invitation to 

visit her in Antioch, during which time he engaged in "exhibiting 

innumerable illustrations of the glory of the Lord, and of the 

excellence of divine instruction, and then hastened back to his 

accustomed studies. nae 

About the year 225 AeDe Origen was summoned to Achaia to con- 

duct some business of which nothing is known with certainty. He 

took his way over Palestine, and at Caesarea the bishop, Theoctistus, 

with the concurrence of Alexander of Jerusalem, ordained him a 

presbyter. No doubt the motives of his friends were of tke highest 

tind, b2t his ordination proved fer Origen the beginning of diffi- 

Culties which were to plasue him for many years. Perhaps Theo- 

Ctistus and Alexander svught to remove the former ground of charges 

against them, but in se doing brought more censure upon themselves 

from Demetrius. Fairweather offers another possible motivation 

for Origen's ordination: 

it is probable that he desired presbyterial status in view of 
the difficult task awaiting him in Greece, while on their 

(Palestiniaii bishops') part, they may have thought it well to 
oueante all risk of further rebukes from Demetrius by licens- 
ng him to preach. 

Srigen finished his task in Greece and returned to Alexandria, 

only to find a storm had gathered around him. This time Demetrius 

was not content simply to rebuke and denounce Origen, but convoked 

a synod in 251 4.0. composed of Egyptian bishops und Alexandrian 

presbyters, who declared Origen unworthy to hold the office of : 

Ss ee TE RE 

ee eysebius, Ope Cite, VI, ele 
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