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In the yesr 202 A.Dey, when Origen was about seventeen yeara
old, the great persecution of the Christians under Septimius
Severus broke out, and among the victime was Leonidas, who was
&pprehended and put intc prison. Origen's eagerness to share the
fate of his father was frustrated only by nhiz mother's device of
hiding his clothes. TUnable te viéit nie condenned father, Origen
wrote to him, "Take heed, my father, that you do not change your
mind for our smke.“h Origen urote

bidding his father stand fast, though his life should be

taken away and his property confiscated. There is not in the

annals of ancient persecution a more notable example of that

moral and spiritual strength which knows nothing of flesh

and bloor whpn the question is between confessing Christ and
denying Him,

Leonides renanined stesdi.ut and was executeds

In the hour of need a vrich and poble “ady of Alexandria, who
is nowhere named but who is ssid to bave been a Christisn, inter-
ested herself in Lhe bereaved and impoverished family. She opened
her home and treasury to the youthful Origen. The company in which
he found hinzelf was far from agracnble, however, since he shared
the house. with a2 certain Paul of intioch, whom Eusebius terns, "an
advocate of the heresies then oxiating in Alexnndria.“e Finding
conditions at this houme intolerable, Origen ventured to support
his mother and six younger brothers by becoming a -teacher of rhet-

orie_and grammar. As he had been carefully instructed by his father

"'Euseb:l.ua. SPe citey VIe 2

)
David Duff, The Early Church, edited by David Duff II
&

rl
(Edinburghs T. & T. Clark, 1891), . 284.

SBuaebiua. Ope cite., VI. 2.
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in Greek literature, he was avle to carry on hic instructions with
2 high degree of success.

Clement of Alexandria wes forced to flee the city during the
Same persecution which had taken Leonidas, thua leaving vacant the
presidency of the fumed catechetical school. The eminent loarning
and fume of the scholarly Origen, who was only eighteen rears of
aje, czused him to be recognized as Clement's successor. However,
it appears as though Origen's official appointment to the position
“as not made until after his success had becn assured. At any rate,
within & short time the bishop, Demetrius, officially placed Origen
at the heawd of the school.

Origen's succession to the presidency of the school was ac-

¢idental rather than otherwise. He saw that there were young

Chrictians and inguirers who desired to loarn, and that there

was none but himselfi who was able and willing to assume the

ﬁugﬁrdgus duty of ?nstrucbing them. Demetrius 5saignod hin

oniy after he had been successful as a teacher.
Hesnwhile the persecution continued. The Edict of Severus was di=
rected againet conversions to Christianity, not against those who
had been born of Christian parents snd were Christians irom birth.
This ie =n explanation of Origen's escape from sharing his father's
death. "Hie youth and his comparative obscurity sheltered him from
immedinte pcril."s Origen's diligence and learning soon attracted

many pupils, a number of whonm attested to the zeal with which

Origen inspired them by sealing their Christian confessions with

?y. ¥. Farrar, Lives Of The Fathers (London: Adam and Charles
Slack, 1907) I, 395.

8Ibid.
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martyrdom. Some of his scholars became notable in the later his-
tory of the Church, among them FPlutarch, who died the death of a
martyr, and Heracles, who afterwards became the bishop of Alex-
andria. Students were attracted to the achool not only because of
the outstanding abilities of its master, but also because of his
unquestioned piety uand asceticism. le refused remuneration for
bis labors but supported himself by selling his books, most of
them manuscripts which he himself had copied. After a day of
teaching in the school he s ent the greater part of the night
studying Lhe Scriptures, which he knew almost entirely by heart.
Vhen fipally he did lie down to sleep, it was not on a bed but on
the bure ground. lie literally carried out the command of the
Savior not to gouse:s_twa coats nor wear shoes.

That Origen carried his asceticism to the extent of literally
interpreting Matthew 19:12 by committing self-mutilation is uni-
versally recorded by church historians. However, the issue itself
is at best controversial. Farrar claims:

It has been questioned by Schnitzer and Baur. Euszbius is our

sole original authority om this subject, and although he had

access to docunents which exist no logger. he was by no means
exenpt from the possibility of error.
Origen's commentary on Matthew 19:12 pointa against his personal
share in the error, and it is remarkable that in the Alexandrian
synods which more or less conderned Origen no reference was made

to a circumstance which, in the current condition of Biblical

1bid., p- 399.
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éXegesis, would have furnished the vest justification for their
Severity, 10

On the other hand, Fairweatner claims:

That he could have dome this has been declared incredible

(Schnitzsr, Baur), although upon insufficient grounds. The

fact is well attosted, lioreover, the practiie in question

was far from uncommon in the ancient world.
At best the account is uncertain.

Some authorities claim that the idea of severe self-denial
and asceticism was in the fabric of the times. Hatch points out
that Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, and other Stoics claimed three
elements essential in attaining goudness: nature, learning, and
. 2
ulccipliue.l Fairweather, in discussing Origen's asceticism,
writes:

At this period, the Uraeco-iHoman world, weary of an emnervating

self-indulgence, turned wistfully from the refinements of

Zpicureanism to the stern renunciations of Stoicism, with the

remarkable result that Jewish theosophy, the later Flatonism,

and Christianity were all looking in the direction °£38elf'
denial as the key to the deepest philosophy of life.”

for o number of years Origen continued tc labor with growing
success. In consequence of the increasing numbers, and with the

vieuw of gaining more time for the inveatigation of divine truth,

he entrusted to Heracles tle task of instructing the younger and

107014,

lIWilliam Fairweather, Origon and Greek Patristic Theologzy
(¥ew York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 190L1), P.. 3.

12awin Hatch, The Influence Of QGreek Ideas On Christianity
(Few York: Harper und Brothers Publishers, 1957), p. 140

15Fairweather, op. Cite, v 42.
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Wealter, JSince the school was attracting more and more learned
Scholars, many of them pagans cearching for the truth, Origen
Sought to equip himzelf to meet the challenge of heuthenisa by
becoming its student, He went to the most famous philosopher of
the time, Ammonius Haccus, the supposed founder of Neo=Platonism,
and there met rorphyry, the greatest exponent of tie school.
Porphyry later wrcte of Origen:
e wus a scholar of Ammonius and made great progress in his
philosophy; he belonged, however, to the barbarous and corrupt
sect of Christians, and so corrunted snd falgified the excel-
lernl things which he had learned, mixing up out}endiah fables
with the trus doctrine of God and the universe.
Lietzmann writes of Origen's interest in Neo-Platonism:
fis studies under Ammonius sere actually of the greatest
importance to him, because they made him systematically
gcquuinted with the methods of the entire mode of feeling
and thought which pasipd as modern learning at the beginning
of the third century. 2 :
During theae yeara Origern also sought to acquaint himself with
the Hebrew languoge, studying under a certain Rabbi Hulllus. This
is & remorkable circumstance, as the Fathers generally were not
only content with the Septuagint, but appeur to have regarded it
as equally inspired and authoritative with the original.l6
Origen interrupted his labors with occasional journeys. IHe

visited Rome during the bishopric of Zephyrinus about 215 A.D.,

lhAs quoted in Dulf, op. cit., 2. 203.

lgﬂnns Lietzmann, The Founding Of The Church Universal, in

The. Beginnings: Of The Christian Church, translated from the German
by Berg'nam""l:eie'- ToolYf (Wew JOrks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1933),

II, 338,

16Du£f,.gg. ¢it., p. 209. BEusebius expounds at length con-
cerping Origen's progress in these studies, especially in philos-
ophy. See Beclesiastical fistory, VI, 18 and 19,

[ ——
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where he made the acquaintance of Hippolytns{17 The Zame of the
great Alexandrian was not confined to his native land, however, and
about 216 A.D. & request wus made by the Roman governor of the
drovince of Arabia to Demetrius und the prefect of Egypt that he
might hold an interview with Origen. 'YWe know very little about the
irabian trip, znd Eusebius offers scant information when he merely
states, "laving accomplished the objects of his journey, he azain
returned to Alexandria.“la

In 216 f.D. Caracalla visited Alexandria and begun inflicting
tortures there, particularly upon scholars. Origen left Alexandria
and journeyed to Palestine, where his acquaintance with Theoctistus,
Sishop of Cnesarea, and Alexander, Bishop of Jerusalem, ushered
in & new period of life for him. Although not even a presbyter,

Origen wae recegnized as an eminent doctor ecclesiae, and the

Paleatinion bishops requeated him to honor them by delivering dis-
courzes in tuneir churches., Demetrius was incensed at what he
considered a breach of the Church's law and tradition, allowing an
unordained layman to preach in the Church, and he demanded Urigen's
imnediate recall. Origen complied, but the Palestinian bishops
claimed their action was not without procedent and that they had
violated no lawg. Mackinron says of this incident:

The Palestinian Church had evidently rotained the old freedom

of prophesying open to any member of the congregation, at
least with the episcopal sanction. That of Alexandria, on the

17 cusebius, op. oit., ¥1, 19.
181014,
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other hand, bhud adogted the practice, which had by this time

apparently vecome widesproaad, of restricting edification to

the Lishop or the presbyter. COrigen evidently felt himself

at liberty to disregurd the Alexandrian practice in a region

where it did not apply, and pigbably resented the rather over=-

bearing conduct of Demetrius,.

Origen returned to Alexandria to begin fifteen years of intenae
and prolific authorship. A certzin Ambrosius who had been converted
from Velentinionism attached himself te Origen's school, and the
two becnme intimote friends. OUrigen himself Lad beeon most reluctant
to produce writings, yet at the insistence aud urging of Ambrosius,
referred to by Crigen as "my teskmaster,” hundreds of manuscripts
flowed from his pen. Ambrosius furnished him with:

ficre thon seven amanuenses, who relieved each othsr at stated

tires, ard with an equal number of transcribers, a}eng with

Joung sirls wio had been practiced in calligraphy.

Haciktinnon says of these years:

The literary activity must have been prodigous, and probably

they were among the happlest which Urigen ever enjoyed.

dngeged dn his faverite studies, surrounded by mzny friends,

cdding yearly to his oun stores of learning, and enriching

the literature of the Church with Ereatises of the highest

velue o o o it is difficult to conceive a congdition of things

more congeniul to the mind of a true scholar.
i1t was curing tlese years that Crigen produced most of the major
exegetical, critical, and textual works we shall discuss later.

Only one incident of any importunce seens to have tuken place

during thess yeurs, his visit to Julia Mammaea, tie wother of the

3 ;
J')i-imzll::i.:m.:an, Ope Citey pe 45J.

“Ousebiva, op. oit., VI, 23.

Zl?rederiek Cronmbie, "Introductory liote to the Works Of
Origen," in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, edited by iAlexander Roberts
and James Dopaldson (Grand Rapidss Berdcans Publishing Co., 1951),
Iv' 227.

.........llllllllllIlIIIIIIIIIlllIIII-----:;44444444444444444444444444444444;:,--
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eaperor, Alexander Severus. Origen responded to her invitation to
visit her in Antioch, during which Eime he engaged in "exhibiting
innumerable illustrations of the glory of the Lord, ond of the
excellence of divine instruction, and then hastened back to his
accuatomed .-':t:uv.i.e&."&a

Aboutl tle year 228 A.U. Origen was summoned to Achaia to con-
duct some business of which nothing is known with certainty. fHe
took his way over Palestine, and at Caesarea the bishop, Theoctistus,
with tLe cuncurrence of Alexander of Jerusalem, ordained him a
presbyter. Mo doubt the motives of his friends were of the highest
kind, out h's oriinaztion proved for Origen the beginning of diffi-
Culties which were to plague him for many years. FPerhaps Theo-
Ctistus and slexander sought to remove the former ground of charges
ajainct them, but in so doing brought more censure upon tlhomselves

from Demetrius. Fairwsather offers another possible motivation

for Origen's ordination:

It is probabie that he desired presbyterial status in view of
the difficult task awaiting him in Greece, while oz their
(Palestiniesi bishops') part, they may have thought it well to
obviate all rislk ossfurther recbukes from Demetrius by licens-
ing him to preach,
Origen finished his task in Greece and returned to Alexandria,
only to find & storm had géthered around him., This time Demetrius
was not content simply to rebuke and denounce Origen, but convoked
a synod ip 231 A.D. composed of Egyptian bishops und Alexandrian

presbyters, who declared Origen unworthy to hold the office of

a‘.ﬂusabiuS' OD. cito. VI| 2l.

asFairweather. Oop. cit.y Po 50.




