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énd lived for & time anyway in the Babylonian orbit. Abraham's
great-grandson, Joseph, was the link in the chain which eventu=.
ally brouzht sbout the crisls wnich #oses faced wlith the
Fharaons of sgypt. Joseph rose to tne nosition of second 1in
sommand to Phazaraoh over all ﬁg?pt-gg He wus a great, wlse
ruler who saved tne land of wzypt during seven drought vears,
and becsuse of thle areatness, the Pharaoh of zgynt lnvited
Joseph's entlre family to dwell sermanently in the iund of
2gyot.%0 Tnis began the loang stay of the Iaraelites in the
land of =gwvot.

Peace and nrosnerity halted for the laraslites when a
ruler came to the throne who "knew not Jose'oh_."31 This sipg-
nalled the beginning of the opression of the Israelites, znd
Irom then on they were a slave nz:tion.

after the deliverance from thils bondage, koses made laws
for & people who, o83 a nution, had been made culturally bank-
rapt by long years of slavery and »ho loviked forward to en-
terilng the Promised Land,.

The atudvy of lMosss and the neople that his Laws governed
shows the following:

1) Moses was s leader who recelved a royal educatlon, and

as suech, undoubtedly studied law in his early days at lieliopolis.

29Gen. 41343
S0gen, 47:11
Slex, 1:8
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2) Koses' position as s nrince in Epgypt gained for him
great respect.

5) lioses was a man to whom God spoke directly.

4) God accompenied Hoses' words with mighty ohvsical
pnenomena,

%) Yne Ispaelites wera of Semitle ancestry, and their
fatner Abranam, at one time, dwelt in Babylonien culture which
wes strongly Semitic.

6) The Israelites' asncestral fatner Abrahsm was contemporary

wltn Hemmurabl.

7). At the time that God gave the law through ioans, Israesl

. wes 8 nation recently emancipated from foreign bondaze.




CHAPTER IV
HALVMURADBI AND THE PEOPLE GOVERNED BY HiIS LAWS
Hammurabl the Aling

“ammurebi, the great king of Babrlon and codifier of
laws, was born 1ln the twentv-third century before Christ.
there is a depree of variance among scholars as to the oxact
date. Some hava set 1t at 2200 B, 3.1, otriers at 23250 B, 0.2,
end still others have pinpointed the date at 2287 B. C.® The
dates are sufficiently within range of each other and do not
ocse 2 major »nroblem. It is commonly conceded that lammurabl
is to be identified with Amravhel, king of Sninar, mentioned
in Genesis 14:1 account. iistorically, he seems to have had
"peaceful relations st this time with Rim-Sin of Lllasar, his
father Kudurmabug, ad-ds of Emutbal and of Amurru,"4 and so

the biblicel records square with these faocts.

Himmurabi was sixth in a succession of princes wnich,

1"nammurabi," The Americsna (ilew York-Chicago: Americana

Corporatlon, ¢.1936), XIII, 666.

®Robert Franeis Harper, Code of Hamwurabi (Chicago:

Universitv of Chicago Press, 1904), p. xi.

3J acic Finegan, Light From the Ancient Past (Princeton:
Princeton University Presa, c.1946), ». 59.

45tepnen Hervert Langdon, "liammurabi," Sncvclonedia
Britanniea (Chicago-London-Toronto: Zncyclopedia Eritannica

Inc., c.1951), XI, 135.
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followlng the Bsbvlonlan kinz-lists, we designate "The First
Babrleatun Uvaastv."5 The five klngs before Hammurabi ex-
perlenced many difficulties in welding together a kingdom,
fach clity in realitv was a senarate kingdom. The kings of
the south clalmed to be the rulars, and the men in the north
%ere locked unon as vaasals. "Doouments of thils time never
refer to those of the north as king."® Larsa, a city in the
South, looked upon Babylon as a vassal. However liammurabi's
father, Sinmubbalit, overthrew Rim-Sin, the last of the
Llamite kinzs, and thls siznaled the end for the south.”

A3 far as Bebvlon was concerned st this time, "the
Lirst 'golden age' commenced with the succession of Ham-
murebl to the throne."® This meant a great change for
Babvlonia, for now "Horth Babylonis with its central voint
at Bzbvlon becsme the orovince, =ith Babilu, the holy city
of the zod Harduk (iierodacn), thne seat of authority in the
Batylonlan world of culture."® HNo wvonder this becsme the

first "golden age," snd what a place for an enterprising man

5ﬂugo uinoxler, Ine illstory of Babylonia snd Assyria
(dew York: Churles Scribner's Sons, 19G7), P. 56.

Sibig., ». 57.
"ibid., p. 58.

Bpnd. Wlseman, Babylon Eg.ihe Days of Hommurani z2nd
Nebuchadrezzar, in Journal of Transactions of the Vietoria

Institute (London: Harrison and Sons, Ltd., c.1927 5
122.

gﬁinckler, on. 2it., ». 61
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Such as dammurabi to tske the lead.
His reign begen very neacefully, and he did much bulld-

Ing. In the second vear of his relzn he sald that he estab-

lished the heart of hiz lend 1n righteousness, =snd manv have
taken thls phrase to mean that this ws3 the vear thnt the code
of lews was sublished. nhowever this 3id not come until = later
vear éf his reipgn. It zhould be taken to mean that "by his
legzl reforms he settled tne couﬁtrv in law =and order."10
de was r very consclentious klng in administering to the needs
of the realm. "idanv letters wrltten by Hsmmurabi have been
found, revealing his close attention to all the details of
his reclm snd illustrating the true clarity with whilch he
1ssued bis 1nstructions,"l

A brief listing of some of hls bulldina feats are as
follows: LIn his ninth vear he duz a csnal =z2fter his own name,
the dammur&hi-khcgel.lz In his twelfth vear he mnde a throne
for Zpronenit, the consort of larduk, :nd in hls fourteenth
vesr a throne for lsntaer of mey'lon.l3 The twenty-sscond yesr
of his reign i= the one in which he put out the Code. This he

did in conjunction with the setting up of s statue of himself

10;, 1, W. Jobns, :snclent Babylonia (Cambridge: University
Press, ¢.1913), »n. 77.

llFinegan, on. cit., ». 48,
lzJohns, loc. cit.
13

ibid.
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In the temple of Karduk at Babvlon, calling himself the "king
.of righteousness."l? Fprom the thirty-fourth vear of his reiazn
on to the end he devoted his 1ife to great worka of nesace., A

full listing of this can be found In Johns' Ancient Babvlonia,:B

411 was not neaceful in the fortv-thres wear reign of
Bamrurabl. From his thirty-first to hia thirtv-fourth vears
were wyears of grest conousst. In the thirtw-first year of
nls velgn ne mat with nls most glorious hour "for with help
from <nu and Bel, who wont before his armv, ails hand smote down
the land of =mutbslum snd its king R1m-5in."1® In his thirty-
second vear he ravaged the horders of Zlam, and by his thirty-

17 Even with

thipd —rear his rule was acknowledged at Hinpur.
all of his strugsles the emnlire he bhuilt did not remuin on its
high plsne of securltwv. After he had successfully put Elam
out of tne wav, it looked as if the road would be cl:ar for

s lasting nesce in Bsb7lon, but "his successors on the throne
exoerienced trouble from other guarters."18

A Turther insight into the character of liammurabi can be

gained by exsamining his nrologue and epilogue to the Code of

141v14.
15jonns, op. olt., of. pn. 78-80. )

161pia. p. 78.
171p14.

18, w, Xing, Chronicles Concerning Eerly Babylonian
Kings, in Studies In Zastern History (London: Luzac and Co.,
¢.1907), p. 143. :
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Lew, He constantly refers to ths godas, especlallv Anu and
Bel. He speaks of himself as the worshiner of the gods.l9
Direct references connacting himself to the gods ar= as follows:
“Anv and Bel called me,"20 mynoi510ed the neart of Marduk, his
lord . . . obedient to the mighty Shamash . . « whom the wins
god Ha-ma has clothed with complete oower."2l Again he speaks
of himself as "the warrior of Dagan, his creator."22

He not only refers to his relations with the geds, but
also apeaka in high phrases of his own worth and powsrs. Thus
he calls nimsslf, "the wine klng,"23 "the plous and sunoliant
one , + o the diplometic king . . « the warrior, th= orotector
of Larsa , . . the mightv bull, who gores the enemv . . . the
exslted one . « « the divine oity king . . . the wlse and
perfect one."24 The crowning one of hils self inflicted
virtues came when he cslled himself the one "who made the
rising sun to shine brilliantly,"25

fthat of all these attributes that Hammurabli takes for

himself? Do they mean he is nrimarily concerned for ths welfare

lgﬂarper, opn. eit., p. 4.
201pi4,

allg;g., De 5.

zzzgég., Pe 7.

25;3;9.. Pe 3.

24§p;g., Pe 5.

251bid., p. 7.
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Lew. lie conatantlv refers to the rods, esnsclally Anu and
Sel, ke speaks of himself a3 the worshipar of the goda.lg
Direct refarences connacting himaelf to the gzods are as follows:
"Anu and Bel salled me,"20 "nejoiced the heart of Marduk, his
lord, . . obedlent to the mighty Shamesh, . . whom the wine
god Ma-ma haa oclothed with complate power.”?l Again he speaks
of hlmself as "the warrior of Dagan, hia croator."22

2e not only refers to his raelations with the gods, but
also spealts in hiszh phrasas of his own worth end power. Thus
he calls himself, "the wine king,"23 "the nlous and suopliant
one, . . the dlplomatlic king, . . the war?lor, the nrotector
of Luarsa, ., , the mightw bull, who gores the snemv, . . the
exelted one, . . the divine city king, . . the wise and
perfect one."?4 The arowning ona of his self infllected virtues
ceme when ne ecslled himsslf the one "who made the rising sun
to shine brilliantlv."25

dnat of all these attributes that Hammurabi takes for

nimself? Yo thev mean he 1s primarily concerned for the welfare

ls"rlarper, on. cit., o. 3.
201p1d.

2152;2., p. 6.
2?£§£g.,.p. 7.

25;311., De e

24£§1g., n. b.

281p1d., o. 7.
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of tha gods of tae cltles, and Ls he convinced that he is
carrving out the will of ths gods? OCould ws look unon his
assoclation wltn the gods in the same wavy Koses 1a associated
#lth Jahwe? iugo #inckler comments tersely that "Hammurabi
nrofesses to hasve recelved his laws from the hand of the god
Shemesh, but it i3 no longer 'divine law' that the code pres-

@nts. it is clearly the 'law of the kinz.' . . ."26
The Peonle of Babylon

wnat were the necople 1lke who were governed br the Code
of sammuraoi? 5o far as we can determine, these first
inhebltants of Sabvlon were the Sumeriuns.?? e do not know
& great deal =zbout these veople. About s thousand vears
before tane ag2 of Hammurabi, the Babylonlan Semites entersd
the 12nd and took over the culture of thé Sumerians.?® This
civilization continued until about 2400-2100 B. €., when
#estern ssis and Babvlonia came into possession of a neople
best deacribed as Canaunlte.?® This brings us to the age of
lgmmurabl, by which time Babvlon had experlenced cilvilizations
composed of Jumerisns, EBabylonian-Semites, and then Csnaunite-
Semitic. This sets the general tone of the culture at the time

of iummurabi ss one whish fits in with the Abrahem account in

Seripture. Therefore sbraham's common background with Hammurabi

26Winckler, op. cit., p. 64.
27pid., 9. 13.
28[p14., p. 21.

291pig.




