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énd lived for a time anyway in the Babylonian orbit. Abraham's 

§reat-grandson, Joseoh, was the link in the chain which eventu-. 

ally brought sbout the crisis which doses faced with the 

Fharaohs of Srypt. Joseph rose to the 203ition of second in 

command to Pharaoh over all evot. 9 tic was a grest, wise 

ruler who saved tne land of Hgypt during seven drought vears, 

and because of this greatness, the Pharaoh of Egypt invited 

Josepn's entire family to dwell vermanentliy in the iund of 

sgvpt 90 This began the long stay of the Israelites in the 

land of suyot. 

Peace and prosverity halted for the Israelites when a 

ruler came to the throne who “imew not Josepn."91 This sig- 

nalled the beginning of the opression of the Israelites, end 

from then on they were a slave nstion. 

After the deliverance from this bondage, Moses made laws 

for & people who, a3 a nution, had been made culturally bank= 

rupt by long years of slavery and who loviked forward to en- 

tering the Promised Land. 

Tne study of lioses and the people that his Laws soverned 

shows the following: . 

1) Moses was a leader who received a royal education, and 

4s such, undoubtedly studied law in his early days at Heliopolis. 

  

28¢en. 41:45 

S0Gen. 47:11 

Slix. 1:8  
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2) #oses' position as a prince in Eevpt gained for him 

great respect. 

5) ioses was a man to whom God snoke directly. 

4) God accompenied Moses! words with mighty vhysical 

onenomens. 

5) @ne Israelites were of Semitic ancestry, and their 

fatner Abraham, at one time, dwelt in Babylonian culture which 

wes strongly Semitic. 

6) The Israelites' ancestral father Abraham was contemporary 

with Memmurabi. 

7). At the time that God gave the law through Hoses, Israel 

._W&8 a nation recently emancipated from foreign bondaze. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RAMBURABI AND THE PHOPLE GOVERNED BY HiS LAWS 

Hammurabi the hing 

Sammurabi, the great king of Sabvion and codifier of 

laws, was born in the twenty-third century before Christ. 

there is a degree of variance among scholars as to the exact 

date. Some have set it at 2200 B. 3.1, others at 2250 B. c.? 

end still others have pinpointed the date at 2267 B. C.5 ‘whe 

dates are sufficiently within range of each other and do not 

oese @ major problem. It is commonly conceded that liammurabt 

is to be identified with Amranhel, king of Sninar, mentioned 

in Genesis 14:1 account. distorically, he seems to have had 

“peaceful relations at this time with Rim-Sin of Hllasar, his 

father Kudurmabug, ad-ds of imutbal and of Amurru,"4 end so 

the biblical records square with these facts. 

Hommurabi was sixth in a succession of princes which, 

  

lianmurabi," The Americana (ilew York-Chicago: Americana 
Corporation, c.1956), XIII, 666. 

®Rovert Francis Harper, Code of Hamuurabi (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1904), p. x1. 

*Jack Finegan, Light From the Ancient Past (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, ¢.1946), p. 59. 

4stennen Herbert Langdon, “iiammurabi," Eneyolovedia 
Britannica (Chicago-London-Toronto: &ncyclopedia Britannica 
Inc., c.1951), XI, 155.
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following the Bsbylontan king-lists, we designate "The First 

Babvloatan Uyaasty."5 ‘The five kings before Hammurabi ox- 

berilenced many difficulties in welding together a kingdom. 

“ach city in reality was a senarate kingdom. The kings of 

the south claimed to be the rulers, and the men in the north 

were looked uvon as vassals. “Documents of this time never 

refer to those of the north as king."§ Larsa, a city in the 

South, Looked upon Sabylon as a vassal. However Hammurabi's 

father, Sinmubbalit, overthrew Rim-Sin, the last of the 

Hlamite kines, and this signaled the end for the south.” 

as far as Sebvlon was concerned st this time, "the 

first 'golden age' commenced with the succession of Hame- 

marebl to the throne."8 ‘This meant a great change for 

Babylonia, for now "North Babylonia with its central voint 

at Sabylon became the orovince, with Babilu, the holy city 

of the sod Marduk (iferodacn), the seat of authority in the 

Babylonian world of culture."9 No yonder this became the 

first "golden axe," and whet a place for an enterprising man 

5tiugo “inckler, The History of Babylonia and Assyria 
(ew York: Churles Scribner's Sons, 1907), p. 56. 

Stnig., p. 57. 

"tbid., p. 58. 

8.3. Wlseman, Babylon In The Days of Hommurapi and 
Nebuchadrezzar, in Journal of transactions of the Victoria 
Institute (London: Harrison and Sons, Ltd., ¢c.1927 , 
122. 

*Winokler, on. sit., ». 61 
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such as Hammurabi to take the lead. 

His reien begen very neacefully, and he Gid much build- 

ing. In the second year of his relan he said that he estab- 

lished the heart of his lend in righteousness, sand man-~ have 

taken this phrase to mean thet this wa3 the year that the code 

of laws was published: however this did not come until s later 

vear of his reign. It should be taken to mean that "by his 

legal reforms he settled the gomneer in law and order, "10 

fe was a very conscientious iing in administering to the needs 

of tne realm. “ilany letters written by Hamaurabi have been 

found, revealing his slose attention to a11 the details of 

his reelm and illustrating the true clarity with which he 

issued his instructions." 

( trief listing of some of his bullding feats are as 

follows: In his ninth vear he dug 4 eanal after his own name, 

the Hammurebi-ihegel 2” In nis twelfth vear he made a throne 

for Zerpenit, the consort of Marduk, and in his fourteenth 

year a throne for Ishter of Babylon.t> The twenty-second yesr 

of his reign is the one in which he put out the Code. This he 

did in conjunction with the setting up of s statue of himself 

  

105. . W. Johns, Ancient Babylonia (Uambridge: University 
Press, c.1915), vo. 77. 

11yinegan, on. cit., ». 48. 

125onns, loc. cit. 
13 

4bid. 
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in the temple of Marduk at Babylon, calling himself the "king 

_of righteousness."14 From the thirty-fourth vear of his reign 

on to the end he devoted his life to great works of neace. A 

full listing of this can be found in Johns! Anctent Babvlonia.25 

#11 was not oeaceful in the forty-three vear reign of 

Ramturabl. irom his thirty-first to hia thirty-fourth vears 

were years of grest conauest. In the thirt7-first year of 

nis relen he met with Als most glorious hour "for with help 

from «nu and Sel, who wont before his army, his hand smote down 

the land of smutbalum and its king &im-Sin."15 In nis thirty- 

Sscond vear he ravaged the borders of 3lam, and by his thirty- 

17 Even with third year his rule was acknowledged at Ninpur. 

all of his struazles the emnire he built did not remuin on its 

high plane of security. After he had successfully put Blam 

out of the wav, it looked as if the road would be clsar for 

6 lasting nesace in Babylon, but "his successors on the throne 

exoerienced trouble from other quarters."18 

A further insight into the character of liammurabi can be 

gained by exemining his »rologue snd epilogue to the Vode of 

  

143544, 

15Jonns, ov. cit., cf. on. 78-80. 

16ipia. pe 78. 

17114, 

18, W. King, Chronicles Concerning Early Babedontan 
Kings, in Studies in Eastern History (iondon: Lugzac and Co., 
c.1907), p. 145.
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Lew. He constantly refers to ths gods, especially Anu and 

Bel. He speaks of himself as the worshiver of the zods.l9 

Direct references connecting himself to the gods are as follows: 

“Anu and Bel called me,*20 "“pejoiced the heart of Marduk, his 

lord . . . obedient to the mighty Shamash . . -.e whom the wine 

god Ha-ma has clothed with complete power."“l1 srcain he speaks 

of himself as “the warrior of Dagan, his creator."22 

He not only refers to his relations with the gods, but 

&lgo speaks in high phrases of his own worth and power. Thus 

he cails nimself, "the wine king,"29 "the pious and supoliant 

one . « e the diplomatic king .. . the warrior, the protector 

of Larsa . . . the mightv bull, who gores the enemy . . . the 

exalted one .. . the divine city king . . . the wise and 

perfect one."*4 The crowning one of his self inflicted 

virtues came when he called himself the one "who made the 

rising sun to shine brilliantly."25 

What of all these attributes that Hammurabi takes for 

himself? Do they mean he is primarily concerned for the welfare 

  

l2narper, Ope Git., pe a. 

20rpsa, 

“lipia., De 5e 

22Tpid., De 7. 

*Stpid., De Se 

24Tbid., pe 5. 

25Ipid., Pe Te 
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Law. he constantly refers to the mods, esnectially Anu and 
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Direct references connecting himself to the gods are as follows: 

“Anu and el called me,"99 "rejoiced the heart of Marduk, his 

lord, . . obedient to the mighty Shamesh, . . whom the wine 

god Na-ma haa clothed with complate power "21 Again he speaks 

of himself as "the warrior of Dagan, hia creator."22 

He not only refers to his ralsations with the gods, but 

also speaks in high pherasea of his own worth end pover. Thus 

ne calls himself, “the wine king, *25 "the plous and suppllant 

one, . . the diplomatic king, - . the warrior, the vrotector 

of barsa, . . the mighty bull, who gores the enemy, . . the 

exalted one, . . the divine city king, . . the wiso and 

perfect one."@4 The orowning one of his self inflicted virtues 

came when he eslled himself the one “who made the rising sun 

to shine brilliantly."25 

#nat of all these attributes that Hamnnurabi takes for 

nimself? Do they mean he is primarily concerned for the welfare 
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of the gods of the citles, and Ls he convinced that he is 

carrying out the will of the vods? Could we look upon his 

association wltn the gods in the same way Hoses ts associated 

with Jahwe? Hugo Vinckler comments tersely that "Hamaurabt 

nrofesses to have received his laws from the hand of the god 

Shamash, but it ts no longer ‘divine law! that the code pres- 

ents. it is clearly the 'law of the king.' .. .726 

The Peonle of Babylon 

“nat were the veople ilke who were governed by the Code 

of siamnurabi? So far as we can determine, these first 

inhebltants of Sabvlon were the Sumerians.”’ we do not know 

& great deal about these veople. About s thousand vears 

before tne ase of Hammurabi, the Babylonian Semites entered 

the lend and took over the culture of the Sumerians.”8 This 

civilization continued until about 2400-2100 3B. C., when 

#estern ssis and Babvlonia came into possession of ea »yeople 

best described ag Canaunlte.*9 This brings us to the age of 

Hemmurabl, by which time Babylon had experienced civilizations 

composed of Sumerians, Babylonian-Semites, and then Canaunite- 

Semitic. This sets the general tone of the culture at the time 

of iiummurabi ag one which fits in with the Abraham account in 

Seripture. ‘Tnerefore sbraham's common background with Hammurabi 

  

“6Winekler, op. cit., p. 64. 

27 tpid., p. 15. 

28tpid., p. 21. 
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