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grain and cheff fell to the ground below the board, 
while the straw was thrown aside. The fundamental 

spike-cylinder threshing machine of yoday.92 
Sometimes the farmer used a flail to beat out the 

@vain. The flail was used especially if the crop was poor 

or the acreage was small, and only a small quantity of 

threshing had to be done. The flail consisted of a short 

wooden handle bound by means of a rope or leather thong to 

& Narrow paddle-shaped board. The farmer would hold the 

bundle to the floor with one hand, and then beat the heads 

in a downward-outward motion until all the kernels were 

knocked out. 

The threshed grain was piled onto the middle of the 

threshing floor and was then thrown up with a wooden fork 

into the wind. ‘This separated the broken straw and chaff, 

80 that the kernels and clods of earth with grain cleaving 

to them, and the heads not thoroughly threshed, fell to 

the ground, while the straw and chaff were carried away by 

the wind. ‘The clods of earth were collected, broken in 

pieces, and sevarated from the grain by a sieve. The heap 

, thus winnowed, which still contained many heads that were 

not fully threshed out, was again exposed to the threshing 

floor for the purpose of threshing out the remainder of the 

grain. 
’ 

  

42x, :nok, Od. cit., pp. 25 f.  
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At length, the grain mingled with the cheff was again 

exposed to the wind by a fan. The chaff was blown away 

end the heavy wheat fell upon the floor in a piles 

The winnowing fans consisted either of two short flat 

boards about six inches by fourteen inches with which the 

former dug into the pile of grain end chaff and then threw 

this into the wind, or the fan may have been a shovel, con- 

Sisting of a short flat board to which a handle wae at= 

tached. 

The scattered straw was gathered and used to make 

bricks or used as feed and bedding for the cattle during 

the winter months. The chaff was almost worthless. Some 

of 1t might be gathered and used for fuel in the home or 

in the village baking ovens. More often the cheff was 

burned in the field. 

Sifting and Storage 

Before the grain was stored away it was sifted by the 

women with different grades of sieves. Then the men put 

the eifted grain into jars, sacks, or baskets, and slung 

them over the backs of donkeys, and took them home. At 

home the wife would once more sift the grain and wash it 

thoroughly before storing it away in large vermin-proor 

jars, or in bins of sun-baked clay bonded together with | 

strew or fiber, until the family needed it for food. 

The sieves were either copper bowls punctured with 
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Many tiny holes or might consist of a box-shaped container 

with ite open bottom covered with a close-meshed screen of 

linen or fiber cords. “hen Christ said to Simon Peter, 

"Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 

wheat, ""3 the following thorough process was no doubt re- 

ferred to. The woman always did the sifting. She took 

the sleve and healf-filled it with wheat. At first she 

shook the sieve from right to left a number of times, un- 

til any particles of crushed straw end chaff that sti11 

remained in the wheat came to the surface. Most of this 

she wae able to gather up and throw away. Then she held 

the sieve in » elanting position, and for a considerable 

length of time jerked it up and down, blowing vigorously 

ecroes it all the while with her mouth. This part of the 

Manipulation had three results. First, the duet, earth, 

fine grass seeds, and smell or broken grains of wheat fell 

through the meshes of the sieve on to the ground at her 

feet. Next, chiefly by blowing, the remaining crushed 

straw and cheff were either dispersed or coilected in that 

part of the sieve farthest from her. Thirdly, the best of 

the wheat went to the bottom in the center of the sieve in 

one heap, while at the same time the small stones and rocks 

were collected together in a pile by themselves, on that 

part of the sieve which is nearest her chest. She then 

  

"Sruke 22:31. 
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removed with her hands the stones, etrew, chaff, and other 

rubbish. After thie she set the sleve down ond carefully 

went over the wheat and picked out any impurities which 

might yet remain, Then the sifting was complete and the 

whent was ready for storage or beking.’** 

We should sliso throw some light on the "barne” and 

"storehouses" Jesue refers to in the Parable of the Rich 

van."5 Barton relates that, 

in the excavation of Gezer it was found thet granaries 
formed an imvortant class of buildings. Some of these 
were connected with private homes and evidently be- 
longed to individuals, but some of them were so large 
and so much grain was stored in them that it was 
rightly held they must have been public granaries 
- e « Most of tho granaries were circular structures, 
« « « They varied frestly in size. One was but 2 
feet 3 inches in diameter; another wag & feet 9 in- 
ches across and 6 feet 9 inchee deep. 6 

Wells and cisterns were aleo used by farmers to store their 

Grain. 

These cisterns are cool, perfectly dry, and tight. 
The top ic hermetically sealed with pas rer, S06 
covered with = deep bed of earth; and thus ey keep 
out rats, mice, and even ants.”7 

  

hh Jemee Neil, Palestine Explored (13th edition; London: 
Jemes Nisbet and Go, 1908), pp. ons f. ' 

"Stuke 12:18, 2). 

“Sparton, op. cit., pe 175. 

*?nomeon, op. cit., np. 509.



CHAPTER III 

THE VINEYARD 

Among the objecte of agriculture, the vine and vine=- 

yard must be considered worthy of varticular attention. In 

the fifth chapter of Ieainh there is a brief but prectical- 

ly complete summary of the work involved in preparing and 

caring for a vineysrd. The Goanel writers also have re- 

corded four noteworthy parables of Jesus in which the back— 

ground of the vine or a vineyeri, or a part of the operation 

of 2 vineyard is set forth.+ 

The vine has always had sn important plece among the 

inéustries of Palestine. The culture of the vine is one of 

the leading characteristics of the land.” The Jews were no 

less diligent in the culture of vineyards than of fields for 

grain; thue the coil of Palestine yielded great quantities 

of the beet wine. 

The Location of Vineyards 

Vineyards are found all over Falestine, but in the ares 

of Hebron the vineyards ere the most extensive, the best 

  

luatt. 20:1=16; Luke 20:9-16; Mark 12:1-9; Matt. 21:33- 
b1; John 15:1-8; Luke 5:37; Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22. 

2neut. 8:8; Ps. 80; In. 53 Szek. 17. 
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kept, and the most productive.2 The position most favorable 

for a vineyerd is the hillside, or the gently sloping ground 

at the foot of 2 hill. The vine likes open, loose soil, but 

will thrive with very little soil since its roote will pene- 

trate all the fissures of the lime-rock of the hillside and 

reach the moisture that drips down over the surface of the 

mountain rook. Some vineyards “are hid away in the wadies and 

out on the wooded hizie, « Above ground the vine must have 

plenty of air and sunshine. 

Prepsring a Vineyard 

The vineyard required a great deal of preparatory work. 

The soll of Pelestine is very irregular and recky. The 

ground must be levelled and laid off in terraces, end the 

large rocke broken up and with other stones removed. The 

rocks end stones are put to good use however. ‘When the slop- 

ing hilleides were levelled off, terraces were built of 

these rocks and stones, one below the other on the slone, 

and in varying height and breadth according to the steep- 

ness of the hillside. These terrace walls varied in height 

from two feet to six feet. The levelled ground between the 

successive terrace walls varied in width from one to four 

  

38. 0. Thomson, The Land and the Book (London: T. 
Neleon and Sons, 1881), De 5036 

*thia., pe 48. 
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or five yards. 

In contrast with the grain fields, which are never en- 

Closed, the vineyard must have a wall of etones ebout it, 

to prevent large animals from trampling on the vines, ond 

to keep out jackals and "the little foxes that spoil the 

vines, "5 The walls would also serve to some extent, to 

discourage thieves from entering the vineyard and carrying 

off bunches of grapes or newly made wine. This wall around 

the vineyerd was similar in height and width to that of a 

sheepfold. The dace of the wall was from four to six feet 

in width and tanered off to a width of one to two feet at 

the top. The height of the wall varied from six to eight 

feet. On the top of this wall cut thorne and briers would 

be laid, while in some instances thorns and briers would be 

plented on top of the well. Again in place of briers and 

thorns the owner of the vineyard may set a "thin row of 

fine etones slone the top of his wall in such 2 vay that a 

night marauder might necesserily rattle them down and thus 

avaken him."© In rare cases, where etones and rocks were 

not sufficient to build a well around a vineyeard, the owner 

might plant a thorny hedge around it.? 

  

5 ong of Sol. 2:15. 

6r14nu Grant, The Peagantry of Palestine (New York: 
The Pilgrim Press, 1907), p» 372 

"Matt. 21:33; Merk 12:1. 

 



  

28 

4fter the grouné has been cleared of large rocks and 

the many stones, the terrace walle built, the ground lev- 

elled, and the vineyard walled or hedged in, then came the 

arduous task of clearing away the thorns end thistles. 

Next the soil was dug with hoes ond mattocks. Then the 

£011 was turned over. “One man ueually holde the hendle of 

the shovel and two men pull the blade with ropes. "8 In the 

case of = large vineyard a winepress hed to be dug, and a 

tower or booth made for the wntchman.? It is the sum totel 

of such lsbors that is spread to view when the question is 

acked, “what could have been done more to my vineyard that 

I have not done in it7010 

Planting of Grapevines 

At the time of the Hebrew conquest the land of Palestine 

was covered with vineyards bearing cluaters of granes that 

amazed the spies Moses sent in from the wilderness. After 

the Israelites moved in they built up and expanded this in- 

dustry. It was a rather simple matter to take slips from 

the domesticated vines and to replant them in the prepared 

  

(Londons es eaneme” ene Fasten Golour of the Bibbs: 
96. 5:2. 

L0rs. 5:4. 

llyum. 13: 23-27.
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8011 of the new vineyard. In some areas of Palestine wild 

vines grew freely, but the fruit of these vines was not 

suitable for domestic uge. It would have been an almost im- 

possible task to remove these vines, and furthermore, to do 

s0 would heave been foolish, for these vines were well rooted 

end healthy. The industrious Jew took advantage of the sit- 

uation and cut away the wild branches and grafted a domestic 

grape branch to the wild stock so good grapes would be pro-= 

duced. Fortunate was the man who could teke advantage of 

such a situation and seve himself the planting of a vine- 

yard. 

The domesticated vine aline were planted about twelve 

feet or more apart to give syace for the running branches. 

These newly-plented slips grew very fast. Since the young 

vine was not allowed to bear fruit till after the third 

yearl2 it was cut back. This pruning made for a healthier 

and sturdier vine. 

The vines of the field are seldom trained upon 2a trel- 

lis-work or wound around stakes. The proverbial phrase of 

sitting under one's own vine and fig tree, that 1s, enjoying 

& prosperous and happy life, must be considered.13 These . 

latter mentioned trained vines were found more readily ina 

smaller garden spot or growing on a trellis on the wall of 

  

12py, 24:26. 

13yicah 24.  


