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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION

The endeavor to supply local coloring to the words of
Jesus, in so far as they reflect the customs, menners, in-
etltutions, and people of Jesus' time should be made a mat-
ter of vital importance to every Bible student. The lang-
usge of Scripture, as any lenguage, takes its character in
& measure from that of the country and the times. Thus the
Ploture languege employed in Seripture becomes meaningful
only if we are able to throw ourselves back into the cul-
ture of 2iblical times. We must walk the paths which Jesus
trod, enter the homes and bulldings, fish in the Sea of
Galilee, follow the shepherd and his flock, stand in the
marketplace of the village end city, hear the whirring of
the milletones, tread grapes in the winepress, and see the
grain ready for harvest, to adequately understend many pas-
sages of Scrivture.

The scope of this thesls i1s limited to the words of
Jesus as found in a Red-letter edition of the Authorized
Version of the Bible. From these words of Jesus, terms and
phrases were chosen that had, or appeared to have alluslons
to the world of the first century after Christ. These
terms and phrases were then arranged into related categor-
ies as indiocated by the chapter headings. Intensive read-
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ing was then done in the works and writings of missionaries
and travelers in falestine, of professional archaecloglists
and Orleatalists, In this reading special attention was
glven to date which shed light oan the background of these
terms and phrases used by Jssus. It must be pointed out
here that the religious life of Jesus' time was not treated.
Such & study wculd be a lengthy treatise in itself,

Of the books that may be profitably consulted, the old
standard work of refereace is Thomsoun's The Lznd and the
Book. 1Its arrangement is that of a pilgrimage under the-
charge of & well-informed guide, rather than a treatment

of different subjects.




CHAFTER IIX
AGRICULTURE

In the primitive ages of the world, sgriculture, as
well as the keeping of flocks, was a principal employment
among mankind. ﬁgriaultura is an art which has ever been a
prom;nent source both of the necessities and the conven-
iences of 1life., HNoah, after ne had escaped from the deluge,
was lmpressed with the importance of agriculture, and be-
stowed his attention upon it,

"Those states =nd nations, especisally Babylon and
“gypt, which made the cultivation of the soil their chief
business, arose in 2 short period to wealth and power.'l
To thsse nations just mentioned may be added that of the
Jews, who learned the value of the art while remaining in
Egyet, and ever after that they were famous for their in-

dustry in the cultivation of the earth.
Laws of Moses with Regard to Agriculture

Hoses made agricul%ura the basis of the Jewlish nation.
He apportioned to every citizen a gquantity of land, gave
him the right of tilling it himself, snd of willing it to

\

. 1John Jahn, Biblical Antiguities, translated from the
Latin by Thomas C. Upham (3rd American edition; London:
Thomas Ward and Co., 1832), p. 33.
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his heirs. The person who had thus come into possession
could not alienate the property for any longer period than
the coming jubllee., This was & regulation which prevented
the rich from coming into possession of large tracts of
land, and then leasing them out in small parcels to the
poor. Iy was another law of Moses, that the vendor of a
Plece of land, or his nearest relative, had a right to re-
deem the land sold whenever they chose, by paying the
amount of profits up to the year of Jubilee.2 Another law
gnacted by roses wes that the Jews should pay a tax of one-
tenth of their income unto God.> The custom of marking the
boundaries of lands by stones was confirmed in the time of
Hoses by an express law, A curse wes pronounced against
him who without authority removed them. It was Joshua who
divided the whole country which he had occupied, first
among the respective tribes, and then among the individual
Jews, seytlng it forth with the aid of a measuring lina.u

Lgriculture was held in esteem by the people of Pales-

tine. It is estlmated that the average Jewish farmer re-

celved six to ten acres on which to provide a living for his

family. Being assured that these acres were his and that
after his death this land would pass on to his helrs, the

2nuth 4:k; Jer., 32:7.

3rev. 27:30; Deut. 12:17-19.

uJOSh. 17:5 ,1"".

P
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farmer wss willing to work hard to continually improve his

plot of land that it might bear bountiful orops.
The Land and Land Improvement

The land of Falestine was rugged. It required devoted
farmers and = number of years of patient lsbor to bring it
to 1ts highest productivity. The smzll family plot might
include widely varying types of soll., ‘Yet, the soil of
Palestine was very fruitful, if the dews and the early and
late rains were sufficient. To increase the fertility of
the soll the Jewish farmer would clear away the stones and
bushes and weeds with shovel, axe, and mattock. Little by
1little he would divert pasture areas into excellent farm
land. The gentle hillsides also would be contoured with
terrace and retaining walls, and thus another area would be
readied to plant 2 little more wheat and barley. As years
passed many acres of useless land would be reclaimed and
put to productive use,

The soll was also enriched by means of ashes, to which
the straw, the stubble, the thistle, the thorns and grass,
were reduced. The burning over of the land a2lso had another
good effeoct, and that was of destroying the seeds of noxious
weeds and herbs., The soll was also manured witn duns.5

To what extent the Jews employed the processes of ir-

5ps. 83:10; Is. 25:10; Lk. 15:34,35. -
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rigation which they learned in Egypt we do not know. The
land contained many rivers and brooks and springs, If they
were at a nigh enough level to flow into a field or garden
area the Jews would surely avelil themselves of these bene-

fits to enrich the land,
Different Xinds of (Grain

The iHsbrew word "',T\"'[_ » Which il:s translated various-
ly by the Znglish words grain, corn, etc., comprehends in
itself different ikinds of grains, such as wheat, barley,
millet, spelt, lentils, cummin, and others. Hye and oats
do not zrow in Palestine or in any wermer olimate. lailze
was slso unknown in Palestine, as 1s hay, as the Westera
farmer ralses 1it.

Wheat and barley.are the common grains sowed in Oriental
lands, followed next by a kind of millet. barley mixed with
broken straw is the fodder or hay for the beasts of burden.
The barlesy found in Esstern countries is usually six-rowed,
that 1s, it produces six rows of grains in the ear. The
wheat of Palestine is similar to that of barley in appear-
ance, in that 1t has many heads in the stalk, and many rows
of grain in the head., Our Western varietlies have only one
head to the stalk with four to six rows of grain in the
head. 6

6Jahn, op. eit., p. 33.
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Instruments of Agriculture

The cultivation of the soll was at first very simple,
being performed by no other instruments than sharp sticks,
With these the ground was loosened, until spades and shovels
and plows were invented. #All these instruments were well
known in the time of HMoses.’

The first plow was nothing more then a stout limb of a
tree which was sharpened at one end, A rope would then be
fastened a couple feet above the sharpened end of the limb
&nd then put around the neck of the beast of burden. The
farmer would hold the limb at an angle in the ground and the
pPlowing animal would Grag it through the soil. This plow
would do 1little more than scratch the surface of the ground,
The later plows were improved, or rather, nature was used
more efficlently, and the farmer would make use of a nat-
urally forked bough of a tree. One long branch formed the
beam or tongue which could be attached to the yoke. Another
branch axtendiné at 2 somewhat acute angle from the first,
wa2s cut off and sharpened to become the plowshare. Still
another branch extending in the opposite direction to the
plowshare, furnished a short handle by which the farmer
guided his plow. 3Such & plow was very lizht and could

easily be carried on the farmer's shoulder. To make such a

Deut. 23:13; Gen. 45:6; Job 1:14,
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Plow as efficient as possible, it was necessary for the farm-
er to bear down with all his might with his one hand on the
handle of the plow, and with the other hand to prod the ani-
mal onward with & goad, while at the same time keep his eyes
directed ahead to avoid rocks and large stones. The Lord's
words are accurate, and carry with them added significance
for kingdom workers, He says, "No man, having put his hand
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God, 8

Because of the scarcity of naturally forked branchss,
1t became necessszry to make the draft beam or tongue in two
pleces, pegged and bound together. ;

’egs were set into the front end of the dralft beam and

2 broad mortice was cut at an angle near the opposite

end to receive the share beam and the handle, which was

tnen tizhtly bound or clamped into place. The share

might be shod with a stone or iroa point.?
Yet such a plow was very little more efficlient than the all-
wooden instruments above, since the share was only designed
to tear up the ground and not to cut a furrow and turn over
the ground.

The yoke was the harness of the besasts of burden. The
yoke fastened the animsls to each other. It also was hitched

to the beam or tongue of the agricultural implement. The

8ruke 9:62. :

Sarthur W. Klinok, Home e in Bible Times (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishing House, 19%47), p. 20.
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Yokes wers of wood end constructed in various wayf. The
simplest was the korn yoke, which was a branch of & tree
four to five fest 1n‘1ength and from two to three inches in
dlameter. This yoke was then fastened to the horns of the
two animals as they stood silde by side. The square yoke
conslsted of two bLeams horizontally fastened togefher in
such a way as to provide two rectangular openings in which
the necks of the animals were placed and then secured by
vertically placing long pegs into holes at the en?s of the
horizontally separated beams. BRound yokes were m%de by bend-
ing green saplings into U-snaped neck plecés end ‘then in-
serting them into holes in the yoke beam, These ?-shaped
neck pleces were bound fast or held in place by shall hor=-
lzontal pegs. The Syrian yoke was made of a beaﬁ of wood
about five feet long, with four round or even flat pleces
of wood some fifteen to twenty lnoheQ in length, extending
down below and almost perpendicular to the beam, one on each
side of the animal's neck. . This yoke was then made fast to
the animsl's neck by tying together, underneath the animal's
neck, stout leather thongs which were attached to the ex-
tremities of the extending pleces of wood. To any of these
yokes might be fastened a tug rope or the.tongue of the im-
plement., Somé of these yoke beams might have a hole in the
center into which the tongue of the implement was placed and
then pegged or bound into place,

The primary purpose of the yoke was to enable the
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animal to draw a load. It is true that some yokes are light-
er then others, and some by fitting better afford the an-
imals much greater comfort in working. When the yoke fits
properly then the work is made easier. Too many people
have bsen tryinz to pull the lozd of 1life wlth a yoke of
thelr own that does not fit. How fitting, then, are the
words of Christ, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
» « « FOr my yoke 1s easy and my burden is light.'lo

The goad was a pole about sight feet in length, at the
largest end of which wes fixed a flat plece of iroan or
bronze for clearing the mud from the plowshare, and the
other end was sharpened to a point or fitted with a2 pointed
plece of iron or bronze for spurring on stubborn oxen. It
was thls latter use to which the risen Jesus referred when
He told 5aul of Tarsus, "It is hard for thee to kick agalnst
the pricks."!l The goad might also serve well as a spear
as 1t did for Shamgar.lz Sometimes a scourge was appllied to

urge on stubborn oxen. 3
Animals used in fLgriculture

The beasts of burden that endured the tolls of agri-

10
11

Matt. 11:29,30.

Acts 9:5.

12Judgds 3:31.

131s. 10:26; Nahum 3:2.
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culture were bulls and cows, he-asses and she-asses. But it
was forbidden to yoke an ass with an ox.1% The animals
Which in the Soripture are called oxen were bulls, for the
Jews were prohlbilted from castrating animals, although the
law was sometimes violated.'d

Bulls in the warmer climates, especlally 1f they are
not greatly vamvered, are not so ungovernable, but
that they may be harnessed to the plough. If indeed
any became obstinate . . . thelr nostrils were per-
forated, and a ring made of iron or twisted cord, was
thrust through, to which was fastened a rope, which
impeded his respiration to such a degrag that the most
turbulent one might easily be managed.l

Preparing the Soil for Sowling

The Palestinian farmer with his crude plow had to walt
until the ground was saturated and softened by rains, how-
ever late in the season they might be, before he could think
of doing any effective plowing. ! After the plow had torn up
the soll, the farmer would walk through the field and break
up the large lumps of earth with a mattock of wood or of
iron. He might then yoke hie oxen to a harrow made of
brushwood and drag this across the ground to rake 1t fine.
If the farmer was progressive, his harrow might coneist of

a wooden platform in which were driven bits of iron or

peut. 22:10. '
15ua1, 1:14.
1659nn, on. oit., p. 35.
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stone, or hils harrow might consist of a framework of heavy
branches or beams into which long spikes had been driven.
The preparation of the soil took place usually in late
October, after the first early rains had softened the soil.

Sowing the Seed

Elther immedlately before the ground had besn plowed or
Amnediately afterward, "A sower went out to sow his seed."17
This expression of Jesus implies that the sower lived in a
village and that his field was some distanée from hlis home.
"Some farmers have their best grain fields six or eight
ﬁiles from their homes. "8 wWe can plcture the farmer start-
ing out early for the field, with a little donkey carrying
the plow and the seed-bags. (The plow animals were usually
free of any load while going to and from the fields.) Hav-
ing arrived at the field, the donkey is turned loose to
browse,l? and the farmer throws aside hls upper garments
and tucks the corner of his shirt into his belt. Then plac-
ing fhe grain in a basket or a sack, or even in the fold of
his garment which would be held between his left arm and
his body, he walks back and forth across the field, sowing

171 uke 8:5; Matt. 13:3; Mark b:3.

18y, M. Themson, Lapd Book (London: T.
Nelson and-Sons,m;ggl)?hg. n. AR

1950b 1114,
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the seed broadcast with his right hand as evenly as possible
over the ground. Wo matter how careful the farmer was in
hls sowing, 1t happened that some grain fell by the wayside
and was trodden down, and the birds of the ailr devoured it,
while eome fell upon a rock or among thorns. Most of 1t,
of course, Tsll on good ground.Z20

In sowing they [fhrmerg] allow one third of the seed

for the blrdes which seftls down upon the fields in

countless flocks. Another third is supposed to be

destroyed by mice and insects, and only one third of

the seed sown actually comes to maturity. Thus a man

sows three bushels, and i1f he reaps a hundred, it 1is

a hundred fold according to his mode of calculation,

but according to ours it would be only thirty-three.Z?l

After sowing a given area the farmer elther plows the
game, or, if this has been done, he will commit the sesd to
the soll by harrowing or by driving his oxen and donkey on-
to the field. Their sharp hooves would trample the seed in-
to the ground. After the job of sowing was done, the seed
vas left to the processes of nature. 22

The quantity of ground plowed by a yoke of oxen in one
day was called a yoke, or an acre.

The farmer was careful to sow "good seed in his field."23

The geed would be carefully selected from the field during

201 uke B:5-15.
21‘1‘l_lomuon, op. git., p. 83.
22 ark b:26-29.

2uatt. 13:24.
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the previous harvest; it would be thoroughly sifted and
blown upon tc free it from all impurities and obnoxious
weed seeds.

ATter the graln was sown, more reains came. The grain
Quickly sprang up so that the flelds were green by mid-Hovem-
ber. Throughout the colder winter months, the graln re-
mained fairly sheort, but began to grow quickly with the 2id
of the late rains toward the end of February. Vhen the
heat and dry weather of spring finally came, the seed head
matured in quick order and the fields became white for the
harvest. 2%

Enemies of the Grain

Besides the fowl of the mir,25 thorns26 and tares2?
were the worst enemies of the grain. Thorna or briars were
perennial foss of the farmer. Even though he would chop
them off and plow the ground thoroughly, yet 1f a plece of
thelr root remained in the ground, from this would spring
forth a quickly growing thorn bush, which would grow taller
than the grain and readlly esap away the moisture the grain
needed, so that the grain would be choked and then produce

2h3onn 4:35.
2Luke 8:5.
26 ke 8:7.
27Matt. 13:37-43; Matt. 24:30.
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only shriveled kernels.

The tare has broadish leaves, so that as long as 1t 1e
growling, and before the eare appear, 1t is practically in-
dletinguisheble Trom wheat. They cannot be misteken when
they are mature. "On the darnel /tarea/ the 'spikelets’
8tand with thelr edge against the main stem, whereas in
Wheat they are placed sideways upon 1t, 28

The tare 13 a very light grain, easily blown about by
the wind; that a thousand little birds are ever carry-
ing and dropoing 1t over the fields; that myriads of
antes are dragging At in 2ll directions; that moles,
end mice, and goats, and sheep, and nearly every other
animal are 2iding in this work of dispersion; that much
of the tares sheil out in handling the grain in the
fleld; that a large vart of them 1s thrown out by the
wind at the threshing floor, which is always in open
country; that the heavy rains, which often deluge the
country in autumn, carry down to the lower levels this
outcast zizanion, nand sow them there: . . . It 1s my
balief that in these and similar ways the tares are
actually sown, without the intervention of an enemy.Z2?

Blaating and mildew also affected the grains. In the
month of February, when the grain has reached about
elghteen inches in height, it is frequently injured by
cold winds and frost so that 1t does not ear, The ef-
fect thus produced uvon the grain 1s called blasting.
Sometimes even in November the grain is annoyed by
easterly winds so as to turn yellow, and never to come
to maturity. This calamity is called mildew.

The people were falrly respectful of the rights of the

28, Henslow, The Plants of the Bible (London: MNas-
ters and Co., 1903). D. 275.

2 homson, op. oit., p. b22.
Pjann, go. oit., p. 35.
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owners of the graln that grew neasr the paths and roads. 3t
The passing traveler was allowed to pluck a few heads of
grain and eat them, but he was forbidden %o use a sickle in

the grain field and carry away sheaves of grain.32
Cutting and Binding and Transporting the Grain

The grains in the southern part of Palestine and in the
Plalns come to maturity about the middle of April; but in
the northern and mountainous sections they do not become ripe
until kHay or even the firat part of June. The barley har-
veet alwaoys precedes the wheat harvest by a few weeks; then
the spelt and millet follow the wheat gathering.33

The %ime of harvest was a festival. The reapers were
men, women, children, servants and hired laborers. Often
bables were taken along in their oradles. erry and uheér-
ful, the reapers were intent upon their labor, and the song
of joy might be heard on every side.3* A rich harvest was
attributed to the goodness of God. A plenteous harvest
called for many laborers.35

It was especially favorable for the reapers 1f mists

Myatt. 12:1.

32peut. 23:25.

3BRuth 1:22,23.

3h1nainh 9:3; Psalm 126:6,
35uatt. 9:37; Luke 10:2.
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brevalled at night during the time of the cutting. The
molsture kept the heads of the grain from becoming brittle
and so allcewing the kernels to easlily fall off. Then, too,
the work of remping was much pleasanter Af cooler weather
prevalled for a few days.

An anclent method of reaping was to pluck off only the
heads, or to null the stalks up by the roots, which is
8tlll the custom in some eastern countries. The Jewish
farmer harvested his grain with a sickle so that the stubble
remained in the earth.

In the early periods, sickles were flints set 1n an
animal's Jjaw-bone, or in a curved piece of wood. "Sickles
of metal are, however,_rarely found. They were expensive,
vhile flint was abundant and cheap."36 The metal sickles
that have been found were the more efficient modern-looking
sickles of bronze and iron set in wooden handles. The
sickles were made in many shapes and sizes, from almost
strailght knife-like blades to our own famillar crescent-
shaped type. Some even had saw teeth near the pointed end
of the cutting edge.

In reaping, the grain stalks were cut low down with
the sickle, as the reaper moved through the field. Vhen
out, the stalks were gathered up by the arms and bound into

36george A. Barton, Archaeclogy and the Bible (7th re-
vised ed:tign. Philadplﬁhia. American Sunday School Union,
1927). p. 1-76.
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bundles with straw. At length the bundles were collected
into a hean. Cod's lew forbade the binder to pick up what
had fallen to the ground, or vhat had been missed when he
gathered the grain stalks. This was required to be left
for the poor.37

dince rains during the harvest season were so unususl
1t was not necessary to set the bundles of grain up in
shocks as in America. The bundles were instead gathered
into large piles a few feet epart and secured with a rope.
Then a donkey or a camel was placed between the pilles and
they were fastened to = rack on the animel's back. Under
their loads, only the slender feet and faces of .the donkeys
could be seen. They looked like walking haystacks. Some-
times the bundlss were hauled to the threshing floor in a
cart fitted with a rack, or two men might carry the grain
on a litter-like frame of light poles.

Threshing and Yinnowing

The threshing floor was in some elevated part of the
fleld, ond was nothing more than a circular space, thirty to
sixty feet in diameter, where the ground had been leveled
and beaten down until its surraéo resembled that of a clay
tennis court. Usually a low wall of stones marked the edge
of the actual threshing area. Some threﬁhlng floors were

37Deut. 2£:19; Ruth 2:2,23.
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quarried out of the natursl limestone rock, the rock sur-
Tace was amoothed and the cracks or depressions were filled
with elay. The fermers would thoroughly clean the area
around the threshing flcor. Dr. Thomson tells us, "The
farmers . . . set Tire to every ant city they find in the
neighbourhood of their threshing floore."38 fThe ants would
pllfer from the floor and were considered the "greatest
robbers in the land. 39

When 2ll wae reandy for threshing, the bundles were
thrown by hend or with a pitchfork cut from = tree, in cir-
cular beds on the floor. "The hean of bundles may be four
feet high and fifteen or more feet aoross.'uO Vhen the
threshing was finished, the heap might be but a foot deep.

4id-day woe the best time for threshing, as the stalks
are then brittle end the grain rubs out easily.

The a2etual threshing was done in various ways. It was
commonly trodden out by the hooves of animals. Cows,
calves, sheep, and donkeys were driven around and around the
floor. Thelr hooves would force the kernels from the heads
and also break up the straw. The driver of these animals
would follow them with a kind of basket on the end of a

3thomson, op. eit., p. 509.
P1ma.

"*r1inu_arant, The Peasantry of Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907), ». 137.
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pole %o caich the manure and prevent it from falling into
the grain., The animals wore no muzzles, as they do today
in Palestine, for the Law of loses commanded, "Thou shalt
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.*#l

Besides the use of cattle, several types of threshing
machines or instruments might be used. One was a wooden
platform, bent uwp slightly in the front to enabls it to
8llde easlly over the strzw. It waa fitted on 1ts bottom
surface with bits of stone or sharp nieces of iron so that
1t might tear the straw and rub the kernels from the seed
heads.

Another was composed of four beams Jolned so as to form
& square, between which wsere set three revolving cyllinders
or broad rollers. &Xach roller was fitted with three or
four iron diska, which might have teeth 1lke a saw, which
cut and ground and crushed the grain as it was pulled by
oxen about the threshing floor.

Ir. Klinck thus describes another instrument,

The anclient Egyptlans used another threshing device,

vhich also may have been introduced into Palestine by

the Israelites. It looked very much like a small div=

ing board firmly fixed in the ground at one end and

sloping upward toward the free end at an angle of per-

haps twenty degrees. From the free end proJjected sev-

eral rows of long wooden or metal splkes. The thresh-

er swung a sheaf up over his head, then brought 1t

down sharply so that the head ends of the stalks were

forced between the spikes. Then he pulled the sheafl
upwaris, stripping the ripe wheat out of the ear. The

Mlpeut. 25:4.
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grain and chaff fell to the ground below the board,

while the straw was thrown aside. The fundamental

Epiko-oylinder thresiing maohine of joday.he =

Sometimes the farmer used a flall to beat out the
grain. The flaill was used especlially Af the crop was poor
or the acreage was small, and only a small quantity of
threshing had to be done. The flall consisted of a short
wooden handle bound by means of a rope or leather thong to
4 narrow paddle-shaped board. The farmer would hold the
bundle to the floor with one hand, and then beat the heads
in a downwnrd-outward motion untll all the kernels were
knocked out.

The threshed grain was pilled onto the middle of the
threshing floor and was then thrown up with a wooden fork
into the wind. This separated the broken straw and chaff,
80 that the kernels and clods of earth with grain cleaving
to them, and the heads not thoroughly threshed, fell to
the ground, while the straw and chaff were carried away by
the wind. The clods of earth were collected, broken in
pleces, and separated from the grain by a sieve. The heap
~ thus winnowed, which still contained many heads that were
not fully threshed out, was again exposed to the threshing
floor for the purpose of threshing out the remainder of the

grnn.

42g33nck, op. oit., pp. 25 f.
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A% length, the grain mingled with the chaff was again
exposed to the wind by a fan. The chaff was blown awany
2nd the heavy wheat fell upon the floor in a pile.

The winnowing fene consisted elther of two short flat
boards sbout six inches by fourteen inches with which the
Tormer dug into the pile of grain esnd chaff and then threw
this into the wind, or the fan may have been s shovel, con-
sistingz of a short flat board to which a handle waes at-
tached.

The scattered straw was gathered and used to make
bricks or used as feed and bedding for the cattle during
the winter months. The chaff was almoet worthless. Some
of 1t might be gathered and used for fuel in the home or
in the village baking ovens. More often the chaff was
burned in the field.

Sifting and Storage

Zefore the grain was stored away 1t was sifted by the
women with different grades of sieves. Then the men put
the eifted grain into Jars, sacks, or baskets, and slung
them over the backs of donkeys, =nd took them home. At
home the wife would once more sift the gralin and wash 1t
thoroughly before storing it awey in large vermin-proof
Jare, or in bins of sun-baked clay bonded together with
straw or fiber, until the family needed 1t for food.

The sieves were elther covper bowls punctured with
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many %iny holes or might coneist of a box-shaped container
with 1te open bottom covered with a close-meshed secreen of
linen or fiber cords. %hen Christ ssid to Simon Teter,
"Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat,"!3 the followinz thorough process was no doubt re-
ferred to. The woman always dld the sifting. She took
the sleve and helf-rilled it with wheat. At flrst che
chook the sleve from right to left a number of times, un-
T1l any particles of crushed straw snd chaff that still
remeined in the wheat came to the surface. Most of this
she wae able to gather up and throw sway. Then she held
the sleve 1n = slanting position, and for a considerable
length of time Jerked 1%t up and down, blowinz vigorously
acroee it all the while with her mouth. This part of the
manipulation had three results. First, the dust, earth,
fine grass seeds, and emzll or broken grains of wheat fell
through the meshes of the sieve on to the ground at her
feet. Next, chiefly by blowing, the remeining crushed
straw and chaff were either dispersed or coilected in that
rart of the sieve farthest from her. Thirdly, the best of
the wheat went to the bottom in the center of the sieve in
one neap, while at the same time the small stones and rocks
were collected together in a plle by themselves, on that
part of the esieve which 1s nearest her chest. She then

E3tuke 22:31.
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removed with her hande the stones, etraw, chaff, and other
rubblish. After thie cshe set the sleve down and carefully
went over the wheat and plecked out any impurities which

might yet remain., Then the sifting was complete and the

wheat was ready for storage or baking.'!

“e should slso throw some lizht on the "barns" and
“storehouses” Jesue refers to in the Parable of the Rish
Han.”5 Barton relates that,

in the excavation of Gezer 1t was found thet granaries
formed an important class of buildinge. Some of these
vere connected with private homes and evidently be-
longed to individuals, but some of them were so large
and so much grain was stored in them that 1t was
rizhtly held they must have been public granaries

« o o Host of the granaries were circular strcturss,
« » « They varied greastly in size. O©One was but 2

feet 3 inches in dismeter; another wag &L feet 9 in-
ches across and & feet 9 inches deep. 6

¥Wells and ciaterns were aleo ucsed by farmers to store their

grain.

These cisterns are cool, perfectly dry, and tight,
The top ie hermetically sealed with plaster, snd
covered with s deep bed of earth; and thus &hey keep
out rats, mice, =2nd even ante.”7

,-"1,' - -,
Jomee Neil, Palestine Txnlored (13th edition; London:
Jomes Nisbet and éo., 19555, PD. zE§ T. ]

451uxe 12118, 28,
h6Barton, op. eit., r. 175.
u?Thomeon' OD. gl_t_c. Do 509-



CHAPTER IXIT
THE VINEYARD

Lmong the objlecte of agriculture, the vine and vine-
yerd must be considered worthy of varticular attention. In
the fifth chapter of Iealah there 1ec a brief but nractical-
ly complete summary of the work involved in preparing and
caring for a vineysrd. The Gospel writers also have re-
corded four noteworthy parables of Jesus in which the back-
ground of the vine or a vineyesri, or a part of the overation
of 2 vineyard is set forth.l

The vine has always had an important plsce among the
industries of ralestine. The culture of the vine 1le one of
the leading characterictics of the land.? The Jews were no
less dilipgent in the culture of vineyerds than of fields for
grain; thus the soll of Palestine ylelded great quantities
of the beest wine.

The location of Vineyards

Vineyards are found all over Falestine, but in the areas

of Hebron the vineyards sre the most extensive, the best

liatt. 20:1~16; Luke 20:9-16; Mark 12:1-9; Matt. 21:33-
k1; John 15:1-8; Luke 5:37; Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:72.

2neut. 8:8; Ps. 80; Is. 5; Tzek. 17.




26

kept, and the most productive.3 The position moet favorable
Tfor a vineyard is the hillsilde, or the gently sloping ground
at the foot of 2 hill. The vine likes open, loose soil, but
¥lll thrive with very 1little soll since its roote will pene-
trate all the flssures of the lime-rock of the hillside =nd
reach the moisture that drips down over the surface of the
mountain rock. Some vineyards "are hid away in the wadies and

L

out on the wooded Mhllle," Above ground the vine must have

plenty of air and sunshine,
Prepering 2 Vineyard

The vineyard required a great deal of preparatory work.
The soll of Psleatine is very irregular and rocky. The
ground must be levelled and lald off in terraces, =nd the
large rocie broken up and with other stones removed. The
rocke snd stones are put to good use however. W%When the slop-
ing hilleldes weras levelled off, terrsces were bullt of
these rocke and stones, one below the other on the slore,
and in varying helght and breadth according to the steep-
ness of the hillside. These terrace walle varied in helizht
from two feet to six feet. The levelled ground between the

succeseive terrace walls varied in width from one to four

3&. ¥. Thomson, The Land and the Book (London: T.
leleon and Sons, 1aé15, . 533. ;

%1bia., p. Lb8.
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or five yards.

In contrast with the prain fields, which are never en-
closed, the vineysrd must have a wall of stones nbout 1it,
to prevent large animale from trampling on the vines, =2nd
to keep out jJ=ckals and "the little foxes that epoil the
vines."> The walle would also serve to some extent, to
discoursge thieves from entering the vineyard and carrying
off bunches of gramee or newly made wine. Thie wall around
the vineyard was eimilar in height and width to that of a
sheepfold. The bace of the wall was from four to six feet
in wildth and tapered off to a width of one to two feet at
the top. The height of the wall varied from six to eight
Teet. On the top of this wall ocut thorne and briers would
be 1laid, while in some instances thorns and briers would be
plented on top of the well. Again in place of briers and
thorns the owner of the vineyard may set & "thin row of
Tine stones 2long the top of his wall in such = way that a
night marauder might necessprily rattle them down and thus
avaken him."® In rare casee, where etones and rocks were
not sufficient to bulld a wsll around a vineysrd, the owner

might plant a thorny hedge around 1t.7

SSong of Sol. 2:15.

6Elihu Grant, The Peasantry of Pelestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907), p. 37.

MMatt. 21:33; Merk 12:1.
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After the grouné hes been cleared of large rocks and
the many stones, the terrace welle built, the ground lev-
elled, and the vineyard walled or hedged in, then came the
arduous task of clearing away the thorne snd thistles.
Next the eoil was dug with hoes and mattocks. Then the
goll wae turned over. "One man ususlly holds the handle of
the shovel an? two men pull the blade with ropes.'a In the
caege of o large vineyard a winepress had to be dug, and a
tower or booth made Tor the watchman.? It is the sum total
of guch lsbors that is spread to view when the question 1s
apked, "Yhat could have been done more to my vineyard that
I heve not done in 1t?¢10

Planting of Crapevines

At the time of the Hebrew conquest the land of Palestine
wag covered with vineyards bearing clusters of grapes that
amazed the sples iloses sent in from the wilderness.ll After
the Iesraelites moved in they built up and expanded this in-
dustry. It was a rather simple matter to take slips from
the domesticated vines and to replant them in the prepared

(Londgggorggenﬁag:&::;réu%ygg—%;%% gﬁ‘,&g—}ﬁ %f_d-?ﬁ %%&.
oTs. 5:2.
10rs. 5:4.
1lNum, 13:23-27.
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801l of the new vineyard. In some areas of Talestine wild
vines grew freely, but the frult of these vines was not
sultable for domestic use. It would have besn an almoet im-
possible task to remove these vines, and furthermore, %o do
S0 would have been foollsh, for these vines were well rooted
end healthy. The industrioues Jew took advantage of the ait-
uation and cut awey the wild branches and grafted a domestic
grape branch to the wild stock so good grapes would be pro-
duced. Fortunate was the man who could take advantage of
such a situstion and save himself the planting of a vine-
yard,

The domesticated vine siips were planted about twelve
feet or more apart to zive space for the running branches.
These newly-plented slips grew very fast. Since the young
vine wes not allowed to bear fruit till after the third
yearl? it wae cut back. This pruning made for a healthier
and sturdler vine.

The vines of the Tield are seldom trained upon a2 ftrel-
lis-work or wound around stakes. The proverbial phrase of
gltting under one's owvn vine and fig tree, that 1s, enjoying
a prosperous and happy life, must be considered.l3 These
latter mentioned trained vines were found more readlly in a

smaller garden spot or growing on a trellis on the wall of

12py, 2B:26.
13!410&11 bk,
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the home. Usually the vines grow along the ground, being
ralsed on stones Just sufficlently to keep the fruit off
the ground, or if the soil was quite pebbly the vines would
not be raised. The tendrils of the vine would then droop
over the terrace walls and run over any remalning large
boulders. To prevent these wandering tendrile from ming-
1ling with each other, the owner would dig circular trenches
around the vine. Occasionally a vine would take possession
of a nearby tree growingz in the vineyard, and "brighten 1ts
quiet foliage . . . wave from its topmost branches in a
verfect riot of 1ife an? endlaess energy."t* It 1s such a
rich, happy, and triumphant life that is described by the
figure, "I am the vine, ye are the branches."l5

There may be many kinds of grapes, even in one vine-
yard, both of the purple and green sorts. The grapes of
Palestine, however, "are mostly red or black, whence orig-
inated the phrase 'blood of grapas."ls

Some villages are celebrated for this variety, . . ;

others are famous for the perfection to which they

brought one particular kxind. . . . Names are suggest-

ed by something in the size or colouring of the grape

or the general appearance of the cluster. Thus we
have on lLebanon, 2ride's fingers (of long tapering

1k
George !, Mackile, Bible Manners and Customs (New
York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1593), pigﬁf.

1550nn 15:5.
16
John Jahn, Biblical Antiguities, translated from the
& Bihenst:

Latin by Thomas merican edition; lLondon:
Thomas Ward and Co., 1832), p. 37.
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form, very esmooth and translucent), lisiden's cheeksg
(with a blush of colour on each side), Nule's head
(s large clumsy-looking purple grape), and Hen-and-
chickens (2 cluster havingz large green grapes sur-

rounded by_many small seedless oneg about the size of
currants) .17

Watchtower and Booths

Before the vines produce their firet ocrop a watchtower
muet be bullt, from which the watchman can guard the vine-
Yards and gzravee. The watohtower was frequently bullt as a
pert of the wall which surrounded the vineyard, but more
often 1t was bullt in the midst of the vineyard., If the
winepress was enclosed by high walls and covered with a
roof, the watchtower wes sometimes bullt on top of this.
The watchtower was of elaborate and stable construction,
beingz bullt of the stones and rocks removed from the vine-
yard, These towers were approximately thirty feet square
end sometimes rieing to a heilght of eighty feet, though the
average height was from thirty to fifty feet. From this
sumﬁit the watchman had s commanding view of the surround-
ing country. The watchman was appointed over a vineyard
or a group of vineyards. He was there day and night to
frighten away the animals and to challenge and report hmon
intruders. He roams sbout at night, and in the daytime he

slts atop the tower and wetches. On top of the tower a

17Mack13, OP. m-. Pe iy,
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booth may be erected to give shade from the heat of the day.
This booth is made of four stout poles or branches set on
the tower to form a square. These poles are braced with
other branches and covered on the top and sides with leaves,
grase, or a coarse mat.

In the hollow interior of these towers the zZreater num-
ber of workers dwell during the busy weeks of the vintage
gseason. This interlor of the tower can also be used as a
temporary etorage place for new wine, or as a place in which
syrup can be made 1f the weather should prove rainy at the
time. Such & rain mey come in an October vintage, but other-
wise rain hardly ever falls in summer.

It i2 not every owner of o vineyard that can afford to
erect such an elshorate and expensive tower. If he is 2
prudent man, he will sit down first and count the cost.l8
So in place of o watchtower = booth, as described above,
might well be built on some elevated spot in the vineyard.

A number of these booths scattered thPoughout 2 large vine-
yard would serve the nurrose of one large tower, and perhaps
Provide more thorough protection for the vineyard. During
the grape harvest usually sn older person mans the tower or
booth, and if help is needed he can easily.call on the
younger harvest hands to help h;m.

181,uke 14:28.



33
Wiinepress

In the lower portion of the vineyard or in the valley
beneath, the owner "digged o winepress."l9 The winepress
conslated of two vets which were either bullt of stones and
covered with plaster, or more frequently hewn out of solid
rock, One vat is higher than the other and bigger. The
upper vat 1ls roughly square or circular in shepe, from six
to twelve feet in dlemeter and from a foot to four feet
deep. The lower vat is sbout one-half the size of the up-
per and separated by a partition about eix inches thick left
between them. A small channel or hole is cut in this par-
tition to allow the grape jJulce to run from the upper vat
into the lower. From the lower vat the julge is dipped in-
to Jers or wineskins. Barton sreaks of one type of lower
vat as follows,

Some of these vats are surrounded by "cup marks" or

hollow places cut in the stone in order to hold pointed-

bottom jJars upright. Sometimes the o arks are con-

nected with the vat by tiny channeles through which any

of the grape Jjulce that night drain from the outside of
the Jar, after the jar had been dipred in the vat,

might run back.20
IT the poeition of the rock allows it, a hole can be drilled

near the bottom vat, and a plug made to rit the hole. By re-

19att. 21:33; Merk 12:1.

2°George A. Barton, Archaeolozy and the Bible (7th re-
vised edition; rhiladelphia: American Sunday Sehool Union,

1937), p. 178.
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moving the plug the julce can be drained into the jars or

wineskine colleoting it.
Crape Harvest

The grape geason is the hapriest of the year. GCrapes
in Pnlestine were sometimes rive in June or July, which
arose nerheps from a2 triple rruning, in which case there
was also a2 second and third vintage. The first vintage,
however, was ususlly ripe in August, the second in Septem-
ber, and the third in October. Whole families go to live
in the vineyards uring the season of ripening grapes. Us-
Ually members of a Tamily or reletives have a joint interest
in the vineyard and do the harvesting themselves. In con-
trast to thie we have the sole owner of a very large vine-
yard, who early in the morning poes to the marketnlace "to
hire lsborers into his vineyard."2l ;

“hen a vintage of grapes was ripe they had to be picked
immedlately or they would be unfit for making good wine or
for drying into ralsins. This explains why the householder
of the vineyard went into the marketplace and hired laborers
all hours of the day.22

The grape harvest was carried on with shouting on all
eldes. The grapes were plcked or cut off with knives or

ZlMatt. 20:1.
224att. 2013-6.
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slcklee and gathered into large baskets and taken at once on
the backs of men or of donkeys to the wine preses to extract
the julce before decay or fermentation had set in. The grapes
were poured into the upper vat sbout a foot deep. The men
in bare feet =2nd legs tramped around and around in the slip-
very mase until they had reduced the grapes to pulp and the
Julce flowed freely through the channel or hole into the
lower vat. Here the gseeds and other solid matter settled
to the bottom. One of the workers then dipped off the
Juice into large Jars or direectly into wineskins, which he
then loaded on carts or on the backs of donkeye and transg-
ported hcme.

The treeding of the winepress wes laborious, and not
very faverable to cleenliness. The garments of the persons
thus employed were stained with the red Jjulce, 2nd trecding
in the grapes wags also very slippery and they held to each
other's hands or to branches of a convenient tree to keep
from falling., Yet the burden and work was lightened by
singing, accompanied with muslical instruments. As the
tempo of the music inoreased the workers quickened their
step, making the treading all the more effective. As they
tremped and jumped they ehoutea‘[';[_ ST (ho-up).23 Compare
thles scene of Joy and enthusiasm and soclal gladness with
the prophetic picture of the suffering.and solitude Christ

231e. 1619,10; Jer. 25:30; Jer. 48:32,33.
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in Gethsemene saying, "I tread the wineprees alone."24
After thus being pressed by the fset the grape skins
are collected into o heap, 2 larpge flat stone ies placed
uron them, and they are subjected to pressure from a
welphted beam. The remaining julce flows into the lower
vat. Some sources?? tell us that white cley wae thrown in-

To the center of the wineprese, mixed with zZrave skins,

formed into = huge mase in the press, and tied around ¥ith

vines. A heavy stone was then plsced upon this mass and
the last drop of Julce was extracted by pressure from a
long pole yplaced ncross the top of the stone and used as a
lever upon which human pressure wes exerted, or upon which
additional heavy stones were placed.
Other methods of pressing grapes were no doubt also
used in ancient Pslestine. The Egyptian monuments show
& sack fllled with grapes hung horizontally in an up=-
right wooden frame. By means of a stick inserted
through the end of the sack the workers graduslly
twisted the sack until they ha% wound it up tightly,
thus expelling all the juice.?
When the grapes have all been plocked from a vineyard
the smaller animals, the sheep and goats, are turned in to

eat the leaves from the vines.

2hyg, 63:3.
25Sohersr, op. eit., ». 30.

26
Arthur W. Flinck, Home Life in Bible Times (St.
Louls: Concordia PubliahIng House, 19 y De 20.
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Grape and Vine Products

The greater part of the grape orop was made into wine.
After the grapes were harvested and preseed out the Juice
wee taken home where 1t was allowed to go through the first
procees of fermentation, which usually took place within a
few daye. After seversl weeks or a month had passed tho
owner poured the wine off the lees or dregs?’ and allows it
to ferment agein. Then the wine was stored eway until
needed. Sometimes the wine was preserved in large stone
Jare which could be buried in the ground or left standing
upon the earth. Nore likely, however, they would use wlne-
skins for storage purposes. These wineskins are the bot-.
tles of the Bible. The Jews used goatekins for this pur-
pose, which were sewed together where 1t had been cut to
remove it from the carcass. This formed a large sack which
could be filled through the neck and there tied and hung up
from the roof of the house, tent, or cave dwelling. The
resilience of the new skin took up whatever expansion might
result from fermentation. The old wineskins from the pre-
vious year were unsafe for this purpose. "o man putteth
new wine into 0ld bottles; else the new wine will burst the
bottles and be spilled, and the bottles perish. But new

2715. 25:6.
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wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved,"28

Wine 1s used by Orientals mostly in the winter season,
especlially at meals and feacts. The Oriental ie not in-
clined to excessive drinking. It is regarded as a sheme-
ful vice and when 1t does occur 1t is kept out of sight.29
The worm climate makes excessive drinking a ozuse of dlg-
confort and dieesee. ¥Wine 1s also used for medicinal pur-
poses, 30

Vast quantities of fresh grapes were consumed during
the grape season. Holf-grown gzrapes were sometimes eaten
with salt on them. 1In order to preserve fruit for the long
winter season large bunches of grapes were made into ra;-
slns. These grapves were dried in a prepered level corner
of the vineyard or on the clay housetops. The graves to be
drlied were picked, before they were too ripe, then dipped
into olive oil, and lald out in the sun to dry. Though the
heat of the summer was often unbearable for man and beast, -
the heat wae 1deal for drying grapes. Throughout the dry-
ing process the grapes were frequently sprinkled with olive
011l to keep the skin moist. The grapes were also turned
quite often. This operation was performed until the grapes
were completely dehydrated. Since ralsins are rich in

2Binke 5:37; Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22.
291 Thess. 517.
3Oruxe 10:3k.
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minerals and vitamine they became an important part of the

diet, especially among the peasantry. Sometimes these
dried grapes were sosited in wine and pressed a second time
and a sweet wine was made, which was aleo called new
wine.3l1 4t the early date of Fentecost it was then pos—
sible to have new wine made from a June vintage, which oc-
caglonally did occur, or new wine mede in the latter uay.32
“hether the Jews drank fresh grane Julce in season is
debateble. lMackie contends, "There is no custom of drink-
ing newly-strained grape-juice such as might be suggested
by the dresm of Pharach's butler,#33 However, it seems -
more plausible to believe that fresh grape Julce was drunk.
The laborious work of tresding out the grapes would call
for frequent refreshment and fresh grane . julce would be
avalleble and ideal for thie purpose. It wns impossible,
however, to keep the julce in fresh form for more than a
couple of weeks at the most. The hot clinate and the lack
of the science of canning made such impossible. Neverthe-
lese, to preserve some of the fresh grape flavor the Jewish
women would boil the grape jJulce over & slow fire until it
resembled a thick syrup. This consistency was known as

"honey," as 1t wag intensely sweet. The grape honey was

3 rahn, op. oit., p. 38.
32Acts 2:13.
33!49.01:19. op. cit., p. k6.
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used for sweetening and for flavoring. Thils grape honey
must not be confused with the regular honey which was very
pPlentiful in Palestine.

The grape Julce that was obtained from the pressed
mass of grape skins was of a poorer grade and this was us-
ually allowed to become sour for use as vinegar.

The uses of the vine itsell are limited, but one in-
teresting use should be mentioned. Dr. Jahn says, “"Some
vines . . . when supported by trees, grow to a great height
end magnitude; of such are made the stavee and sceptres of
kings, " 3%

Care of a Vineyard

Caring for a vineyard is a never ending process. Each
winter the vines had to be pruned. This vpruning was usually
done in December or January when the vine was dormant. If
the vine was pruned when it was in blossom and foliage, it
would bleed profusely and could be stunted or even dle.

The vine was pruned back to leave three Joints on every
small branch that was spared in this rigorous process. The
owner must be able to dlestingulsh which branches to remove
becauire they avre no longer living, and which to prune in
order that they might bring forth more abundsntly.® After

34 sann, ov. git., p. 37-
355onn 15:2.
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this pruning procese the vineyard "looks like a field
fllled with gnarled and crooked stleks lying in rawa.”36

Besldes the nruning treatment, the branches and vines
that were cut off had %tc e burned.37 Then there was the
heeded repeir to the vineyard and terrace walls which may
heve given way during the heavy winter rains. As summer
approached the soll would have to be duz and tilled and
the perenninl thorns sand briers removed. The wineprese al-
80 must be clesned and readied for use. This work in-
volved the whole family or a number of hired dsy laborers.
Coneldering all this lasbor, the Joy of & good harvest would
be manifold.

Dengers to 2 Vineyard

The chief enemies of the vineyard were the locusts,
the hot east winds from the Syrian desert which would
wither the grapes with thelr dry heat, and the south-west
wind bringing exceesive mist and moist warmth from the sea.
Then there were also the wild animals, such as the jack-
aels, foxes, and bears to contend with, plus the petty
thefts of passing travelers. In this last connection 1t
should be remembered that the owner was commanded not to

prohibit the passing traveler from plucking the grepes

3680herar, op. eit., p. 29.
3?50nn 1516.
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which he wished to eat, provided he did not carry them off

in a vessel.38
Renting & Vineyard

The vineyards were usually fended by thelr owners.
Occasionally an owner would let out or rent his vineyard to
a husbandman who would receive half of the produce for his

labor or an sgreed upon dally wage.39

oeut. 23:2L.
att. 21:33 f. -




CHAPTER IV
PASTORAL LIFE
The Shepherd and His Equipment

The shepherde are s very anclent poeple.l They are
numerous to this day in Falestine, and occupy large areas of
land. Their mode of 1life has many thinge to recommend it,
eepeclally their freedom. The shepherd's home 1s with his
Tflock whether that be in the desert, the valley, or the
mountainous areas. The eherherd himself is usuelly a kind,
understanding, and patient person, yet powerful and brave.

The schepherd's outfit consisted of & cloak, gourd and
wellet for his own needs, and a rod, staff, and a sling for
the protection of his ribck.

The cloak is made of sheepskin or of a2 heavy cloth
woven of wool, goat halr or camel hair. The cloak is draped
over his shoulders and held in with a sash at the walst.
With it he protects himself from the rain and cold of the
day. At night he uses it as a cover by literally wrapping
himeelf up in the cloak. A large inner poocket provides a
Place for a2 new-born lsmb, or one injured and unable to
travel with the flock.? If the cloak 1s not provided with

lgen. 3:18,21.
21e. 40:11.
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2 pocket the shevherd could find ronm for e lamb in a fold
above the sazsh near his bosom.

The gourd, or a large earthenware vessel of 2 gimilar
shape, was used to carry water between springs, or for milk.
Hore often though, in place of the gourd, as the shepherd
could drink freeh milk from the goats or sheep if he became
thirsty, the shepherd would carry a horn taken from a ram
or an ox. This he would Till with olive o0il for use in
treating the wounds and brulses he or his flock may exper-
ience. A few shepherds would carry both the gourd and the
horn of oil.

The wallet wae really a large leather bag in which he
carried his food: bread, olives, parched wheat, dried
raisins or figs. The purse slso contalned the ghepherd's
eling and = few stones for use in defense sgalnst man or
wild beast. ith the usual square cotton cloth on his head
held in place about his temples by a wrapping of wool, the
ehepherd was ready to protect himself from the elements or

intruders. 3 !

For the defense of hls sheep the shepherd had a very
formldable weapon in his rod. The rod was gZenerally made
from ocak. It was sbout two feet long, with a huge rounded
head, into which could be driven a number of heavy iron
naills. The rod was attached to the shepherd's leather belt
or girdle by a piece of leather thong passed through a hole
in the handle of the rod. In this way 1t hangs from the
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girdle during the doy while the shepherd carries his gtaff
in hils hand.

RN SRR oo v e

from his girdle, and twisting the legther %hong twice

g:gadigig ?iégg.iiowg?%tnii %: 3303323? I

The etaff le @ pole made from a branch of a tree or a
gapling. It ie ebout six to eight feet long, "quite plain
and etraight, tapering at one end, without the cro;k of
Western pictures."” The staff wae used to rescue the cheep
from danger, to rule the stragglere into Qrder, to admin-
ister needed chsstisoment, and to knock off twigs and leaves
from the trees and large bushes as foo& for the sheevr. The
shepherd slso used it to aseist himself in climbing the
eteep and rocky hillsides as he searched for & lost sheep,
or for watar, food and shelter for his flock. .

The eling might well be the sash of the shepherd, or
1% mizht be a woven goat's hair rope with a fitted leather
rouch for the estone. Holding one end of the gash firmly )
by winding it around his fingers and gripping the other end
between his thumb and forefinger, a stone was then placed
in position in the loop thus formed. The shepherd would

then swing the sling rapidly at arm's length until i1t had

37ames Neil, Everyday Life in the Holy Land (Wew York:
The Macmillan Company, 1920), pe S5l.

L
George Bcherer, The Fastern Colour of the 3ible (Lon-
don: The National Sunday Sehool Union, n.d.), p. 25
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reached a great momentun, then he wauld release the end
neld between his thumb and forefinger and the stone would
fly to its target. The sling was used to kill or drive

off wild anim=ls, to éast a stone at a sheep that starts to
wander away, or the shepherd might wile away some time by
improving his skill with the sling. Thus the shepherd
stends prepared to do battle as "a good shepherd," to "lay
down his 1ife for the sheep."® If the shepherd is killed

the sheep will surely become scattered.®
The Sheep and the Goats

The sheep =2re horned, and commonly white. Black ones
#Zre very rare; some are covered with small spots; some
with larger ones; others are streaked, and again
others ere distinguished by variegzated hoofs, or, as
egme sgy, by circular stresks round the body like
riangs.

Dr. Jahn further lists three different breeds of sheep
in the Zast.

I. Ihe common, of which we have specimens every day
among ourselves, II., The deformed breed, with short
legs, macerated body, and rough wool, . « « III. &
breed larger than ours, and of very fine wool. Of

thies class of sheep there are two kinds; the one having
immense talls, about four feet long and five inches
thick, the other having short tails,and large clumps

5Jonn 10:11,15, 17.
6l’ark 14:27.

7Jonn Jahn, Biblical Agtiguities, translated from the
Latin by Thomas c. Upham (3rd American edition; lLondon:
Thomas Ward and Co., 1832), p. 28.
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of fat on the haun.ches.8

The sheep of Falestine were profitable to their owners
for their milk, their flesh, and particulerly for thelr
Wool, which 1s shora twice & year. "The sheep bring forth
twice a year, namely, in the spring and the s2utumn; . . .
but the spring lambs are esteemed preferable to those of
the autumn,*9

The goats of rfalestine are of a black color, or some-
times they may be a graylsh-black., Goats were kept for their
milk, which was coansldered wore precious than any other;lo
for their fleshn, but especlally for thelr hair and skins.
From the hair of the goats the women made tent materials,
while from the skins bottles wers made. The skins of the
kids were used to make small- bottles or flasks. When these
skine were used to nold water or other liguilds the hairy
side of the skin was turned out, with the exception that
when used as wine bottles the hairy side was always turned
in, 11 '

The flocks of sheep and goats might be as smell as a
dozen, they might consist of et least a hundred,l2? or the

81vsd., p. 29.

9Ibid.
105r0v. 27:27.
11Jahn. gn._ eit.,'pP. 29,

121 uke 15:4.
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flocks might be vast, such as Jacob had.
The Sheepfold

The shepnerd might well utilize one of the many caves
found in the limestone cliffs of lalestine as an enclosure
for his sheep. In front of this cave he might build & wall
of stones to form a courtyard where the sheep could be pro-
tected from their enemies and yet s}eep in the open air in
Pleasant weather. If a cave was not available the shepherd
would then avall himsself of the numerous stones of Palestine
and bulld an enclosure. In the latter case he would have
to roof over one end with branches and logs and clay to
provide a weatherproof stable. In the southern parts of

Pelestins the flocks spend most of the time under the open
sky in an enclosed erea,

The wells of the sheepfold were made of rough, shape-
less stones laid carefully togethner. The large pleces were
usually put on the outside and the émall within. The wall
was about three feet wide at the base tapering up to about
one foot wide at the top, while the wall would be from four
to eight feet high. No mortar of any kind was used, the
irregular stones were lald so as to fit closely and firmly
together. The foundation of the wall was the smoothed sur-
face of the ground. The top of the wall was crowned with
sharp thorns which & prowlin: wolf will rarely attempt to

Jump,
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The leopard and the panther . . . when pressed with

hunger, will overleap this thorny hedge, and with one

tremendous bound land amony the frightened fold., Then

1s the time to try_the nerve and the heart of thne

faithful shepherd,l2

The sheepfold in reality has no dooi, the one entrance
being a nerrow opening in the wall, "Hers, when guarding
the sheep at nizht or admitting them . . . the shepherd
takes nis place, z2nd quite Llocking up the eatrance, 1s
himself virtually the door."1¥% uow this is sursly the al-
lusion of our Lord, when, speaking of the fold of His sheep,
He says, "I =m the door of the sheep. . . . I am the door:
through ms if enyone come in he shall be saved, and hs
shall come in and go out, and find pasture.“ls

Before the shearing, the sheep are collected in the
sheepfold. “"The ooject of this is, that the wool may be
rendered finer by the sweating and evaporation which nec-
essarily result from the floock's being thus crowded to-

gsther, 16
Pestures

The grazing lands of relestine consist largely of the

134, M. Thomson, The Land and the Book (London: T.
Velson and Sons, 1881), p. 202,

11’!!911, Ope. m.. p. 36.

1550hn 10:7,9.
15.Iahn, op. git., p. 29.



50

lonely, unfsnced, uancultivated desert hills and plains
where no dwelling is to be seen except the tents of other
shepherds. The farming lands around a village are often
used by the shepherds when the land lies fallow, or after
the grain has been harvested. The.flocks sometimes feed
on the leaves and twigs of the grape vines after the har-
vest 1s finished.

48 spring 2nd summer approached the shepherd took his
flock to the nigher and greener ranges of the mountains.
The flock was continually on the move in the mountain areas
as the shepnerd led them to grassy slopes or to pastures in
the recesses of & winding ravine. At suoh times the only
enclosure at night might be a stout palisade of tangled
thorn bushes, or a walled in end of a canyon.

The shepherd was constantly on the lookout for good
water supplies, especilally for gquiet, still water where the
flock could drink without the danger of falling into a
swift current or throatening rapids. During the day the
shepherd would let the flock rest under the open sky, under
some shady trees, or where some rock would cast a welcome
shadow. Uhile the sheep rested the shepherd might play
some simple music on his shepherds pipe &s he watched over
the flock. | l

Whenever the flock ﬁas moved the shepherd would take
the lead and the sheep would follow after. A dog, which
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the shepherd might have, would bring up the rear.l? Dr,
Thomson seys of these dogs,

The orlental shepherd dogs, . . . are a mean, sinis-

ter, ill-conditioned generation, kept at a distance,

kicked sbout, and helf starved, with nothing noble or

attractive sbout them. S5t111l they lag lazily behind

the flocks, making _a furious barking at any intruder

anong the charge.

8y wldafternoon, or earlier in cese of a threatening
etorm, the shepherd would call his sheep together and head
for the night's enclosure. In starting out early the shep-
herd would avoid the dangers of darkness, and this also
would permit the tired and weary sheep to travel at a slow
rate of speed. In extremely warm weather the shepherd might
keep his flock in & ghaded area during the day, and then

taeke them out tc feed during the evening hours.
The Relationship of the Shepherd and Sheep

Jesus sald that the good shepherd, "when he putteth
Torth his own sheep, he gzoeth before them, and the sheep
follow him."1? 7This statement is true to the letter. The
sheep are so trained that they follow their keeper with the
utmost doecility. He leads them forth from the fold Just
vhere he pleases, Often times a number of shepherds may

17300 30:1.
18rhomson, op. git., p. 202,

19John 10:4.
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have ownership of s sheenfold and thus keep éhelr flocks in
the same fold at night. When morning comes each shepherd
calls to his flock and they come to him “for they know his
volce. 20 gagn shepherd then takes s different vath as he
goes 1n search for pasture. It 1a necessary, therefore,
that the sheep should be taught to follow, and not to stray
away into the unfenced fielde of grain which meay lie so
temptingly on either side of the path. The shepherd calls
sharoly from time to time tc remind the flock of his pres-
ence. They know his volce and will follow on; but, if a
strenger calle, they stop quickly, 1lift their heads in
elarm, and Af the strange voilce is heard agasin, they will
turn and flee because they do not know the volice of the
stranger. 2l

The sheep are also very dear to the shepherds. They
§lve them all a name that perhaps describes some habit or
charscteristic of the sheep. A lamb is sometimes taken in-
to the shepherd's village home or his tent and tended and
brought up as a speclal pet. &Some sheep always keep near
the shepherid and thus become his speclal favorites. For
them the shepherd often gathers a handful of grass or scme
leaves. 7The greater body of sheep, a2s they feed, run from

bush to bush, searching for variety or delicacies, and only

2°John 10:4,
2l5onn 10:5.
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how and then 1ift up thelr heads to sece where the shepherd
is. A few of the flock are seemingly always restless and
discontented, Jumping into everybody's field, climbing into
bushes and even intc leaning trees, where they often fall
and break thelr legs. These cause the shepherd constant
trouble. A% times a sheep may fall into a pit = hunter dug
to cateh wild animals.?2 Then there sre those which are
incurably reckless, which stray far sway,23 and are often
uiterly lost even though an intensive search was made for
it.

‘hen the flock is put into the sheepfold or a hedged in
enclosure for the night the shepherd stands straddle-legged
in the narrow entrance. #~As each sheep and goat passes be-
tween hle legs the shepherd inasvects them for bruises and
wounds that may have been caused by thorns or sharp rocks,
If such 1s found, olive oil is applied from the horn at the
shepherd's side. At times lice may be found on the heads
of some of the flock and the shepherd anoints the head with
olive 011.2“ Once 1inside the enclosure the sheep and goats
are separted to prevent the energetic goats from butting and
disturbing the resting sheep.?25

22yatt. 21:11.

23Matt. 18:12-13; Luke 15:4=7.
2kpg, 23:5.

25u%. 25:32 f.
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The Hireling

IT the shepherd owned a vast flock of sheep he would
often hire a number of servants to cere for them, or he
might divide the flock and put part of it in the charge of
cne such servant, while he himself would tend the othera.

If the servant wos very falthful, the owner might give him

& portion of the young flock as his reward. Then again, the
gervant may be lax and indifferent since the flock is his
only to tend. Vhen dangers would arise he would no doubt
qauickly flee, as he really cared only for himself. It is
the servant that loves the shepherd and the shepherd's flock
thet is sought after to lead and feed the sheep.Z26

The Swineherd

Swineherds were kept by the non-dewlish population, for
hogs were unclean sccording to the kosalc law.27 Hogs were
raised in the far country where the Prodigal Son wasted hils
substance and finally had to make & living herding the hogs
of a heathen man. The hogs were herded under the carob tree
to eat the pods that had fallen to the ground; they were
also taken to the areas ecround the threshing floors to
search for any grain that may have spllled or was blown out

2650nn 21:15-17.
27Lev. 11:7.
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of the threshing floor by a strong gust of wind.
In the country of the Gadarenes, east of the Jordan,

large herds of hogs were 2lso raised.28

2Byoprk 5:11 T,




CHAPTER V
TRADES AND PROFESSIONS
The Potter

ihe work of the votter was most important in the life
of the eastern nations. The housewife needed bowls and cups
and other dishes for her home. large Jers were needed to
carry water from the villege founteln or spring; other jars
were needed for the storage of grain, oil, honey, dried
grapes end flgs; travelers and shepherds often cerried a
small flask with them. 8ince these earthen utensils were
also very fragile they often had to be repleced. Thus the
potter was never lacking business. The good supply of clay
in Palestine made his teek less difficult.

In a place where there was a good deposit of clay, .the
potter would screpe off the topsoll down to the layer of
pure clay. 7Then he dug a hole in this clay, filled it with
water, and tramped in 1t with his bare feet until he hed re-
duced it to mud. He then shoveled this mud into a plle so
the water could drain off. Then it was loaded in baskets,
Placed on the back of a donkey or on a cart pulled by oxen
or donkeys, and taken to his shop. Finally he plled the
clay on a heap outside his shop where it was left until he
needed it for his trade.

The place where the potter dug his clay was called the
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"potter's field." When the last layers of clay were removed

the resulting pit was often used es o dumping ground. Thus
we find the Jewish leaders buying a potter's field with the
noney whilch Judas had receilved for betraying Jesus.l

Crude pottery mey be shaped by hand without any mechan-
lcal device as nc doubt early Jewish pottery was made. How=-
ever the potter's wheel greatly improved and speeded up the
process.

Hothing vperhaps could be more rude than the workshop
of the potter. Dr. Gelkle says, "no stable in England is
half so wretched as some of them."2? There was a coarse
wooden bench, behind which the potter sat at his wheel. The
vheel wee a thick disc of wood, in the center of which a
hole was made and an upright shaft was passed through the
hole and rested on a stone place on the floor so that 1t
could rotete easily. The shaft was also placed through a
hole in the bench. On top of this shaft was fastened an-
other disc very similer to the seat of a plano stool. With
one foot on the bottom disc the potter would rotate the
discs. A simpler potter's wheel consisted only of the top

R T ———

disc and a shorter axle set in a socket of stone. WYWith one
hand the potter would twirl the wheel, while sitting cross-

lyatt. 27:7.

20unningham Geikle, The Holy Land Bible (Lon-
don: 02229?1 and Oo.,.19§%*. D. ZE%. L
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legged on the ground in front of it. The first mentioned
wheel was more commonly used and will be consldered in
describing the following operation.

On the upper disc the potter placed a heap of softened
clay from a pile of 1t which was lying on his bench. Zhe
digc was mede to spin by his foct, while he shaped the clay
into a low cone with both hands., Then he made a hole in the
top of the swirling clay with his thumb and continued to
make the hole larger until he could put his left hand in-
gide. §He sprinkled it, as needed, with water from a vessel
beside him. Vith the right hand he smoothed the outeide,
while the other hand smoothed and shaped the inside. Both
hands were thus used to glve whatever shape he desired to
the vessel. Often, from some defect in the clay, or from
some mishap, there was a fallure. The vessel 1s quickly
crushed and by squeezing the clay together again into a
cone the notter began again, perhaps making 1t into some-
thing quite different.3 Vhen finished with the plece of
prottery, the potter would carefully place it on & shelf, out
of the wind and sun, where it could dry uniformly and not
too quickly for several days so that 1t will not crack.

Vihen a sufficlent number of pleces are finished, the
potter was ready to bake or fire them in the kiln of stone
or brick he had built for that purpose. The kiln was a

3Jer. 18:4.

edtms s a2
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circular enclosure built over a fire place. The pottery
Pleces were then pleced in the kiln and & fire was bullt.
Fuel is sradually asdded until the fire becomes very hot,
causing the cley of the vessels to become fused or melted
together. The fire i1z then permitted to dle down and go
out, and the kiln is zllowed to cool off gradually for a
day or two. UWhen it has completely cooled the potier care-
fully removez the vessels. Some, of course, come out of
the baking mis-chapen or broken, snd these ars thrown on
the heap of fragnents at the side.

Did Christ have the plcture of the potter in mind when
Fe referred to Paul as a2 "chosen vessal?““ Should a perscn
request the potter to choose a vessel for him, "He will hand
you his chosen vessel, saying, 'I will never be ashamed to
send thls vessel %o any part of the world, for I have chosen
{t and I know it will never put me to shame. It 1s & chosen
vessel. "5 The vessel may look the same as the other vessels
but it will stand the test.

Clay vessels were put through a process called glazing
if they were intended for the storage of water and other
Precious liquids. In unglazed pottery liquids would grad-~
ually seecp through. ®Glazing materiel was a thin solution

brcts 9:15.

5Barvara M. Bowen, Strange Scrintures That Perplex
e aimg.a(arma Rapids: Vm. B. Eerdmans Publishing %E'?',
[ ] p. 9 ]
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made of fine clay containing silica. The pottery was either
dipped in or painted with it, and then was baked agsin in
the kiln. This process produced a glossy-smooth finish on
the pottery. DUr., feikie informs us, "Hone of 1% is now
glazed, for the art of glazing sppears to be lost among

Tastern potters.“6
The Cerpenter

Yhen we speak of the carpenter we immediately think of
Jesus, the son of the carpenter Joseph. No doubt Jesus
epent His #arly years working in an ordinary carpenter shop.
Yet 1t strikes us 2s rether strange, that among the many
parables of Jesus there are none that deal with the carpen-
ter.? In the words of Jesus only two references can be
found which deal with the trade of the carpenter.®

The carpenter's shop might well be a small building in
the market place, an awning erscted on poles, or a room in
his own home. In thls shop he had a bench made of heavy
beams or planks on whioch to do his work. He would either
have several wooden trestles which he used to handle and
‘saw long material, or a sawing post set in the earthen floor

of the shop. To this post he tled the wood he wished to

6geikie, op. git., p. 241.
Tuark 6:3.
Buatt. 11:29; Matt. 7:3.
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saw. GSome carnenters hed both trestles and sawing post.

The carpenter's saw was made of & thin blade of bron:ze
or iron, and had teeth cut into one edge. This blade was
then set in & wooden handle. Some ribbon-flint knives with
an irregular edge were also used for sawing purposes.

The carpenter's awl was also a very useful %ool. It
was heated and used to make a hole in timber without split-
ting 1t. The awl was a pointed plece of metal set in a
bone handle. The sharp point of the awl could also be used
for scratching merks on the wood. The chisel was a neces-
sary tool along with the awl. The chisel was used to smooth
wood, cut notches in beams and An frames. The chisel was
usually made of oronze, although iron chisels have been
found,

The cerpenters also used two similar chopping tools,
the axe and the adze, for splitting or smoothing off wood.

The axe and adze heads were made of iron and fastened to a

long wooden handle. 7he butt of the axe head was often per-

forated to receive 2 thong to lash it to the handle. How
necessary this was 1s shown by passages in Deuteronomy and
Klngu.9

Hammers of iron in various shapes were fitted with
vooden handles, similar to those we have today. 3Some stone

hammers have been found. Numerous nails, made of bronze

9Deut. 19:5; 2 Xings 6:5.
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and iron, have also been found in Palestine, indicating their
common usage. The mallet consisted of a large, knotty plece
of wood into which a wooden handle was inserted.

The carpenter's drill was a shaft of wood about two
feet long, with a bowstring, which was wound once around the
shaft, A drill point of stone or metal was inserted on the
end of the shaft. Drill pointe varied in size and were in-

terchangeable, szo that many sizes of holes could be drilled.

In operating the drill the carpenter set the point in the

desired place, held the shaft unright under pressure of a
block of wood held in one hand, and worked the bow with the
other hand, thus spinning the shaft with ite sharp drill
point.,

To make a long stralght line the carpenter used a chalk
line which was stretched over the surface and then quickly
snapped leaving a chelk mark on the wood. The chalk line
vas wrapved on 2 reel vhen not in use. A plumb bob, made of
wood or metal, and fastened to a cord, was used to determine
a line perpendicular to the ground.

The carpenter was usually called upon to make frames
for doors and windows, lattlce-work for the house, furnliure
and wooden utensils used in the home, beams which supported
the roof, yokes for the oxen, agriculture implements, wooden
sandals, locks for the door, and other related tasks. The
carpenter usually employed a young boy to assist him in
carrying the toola, running errands, holding the wood while
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it was being assembled, and many other simllar jobs., The
carpenter of Falestine was not primarily a bullder of homes

as he is today in our country.
The Hunter

hen the Jewe first occupled Palestine they were com-
belled to hunt in order to secure themselves from the at-
tacks of wild animals. The meat of wild animals and fowl
wvee also considered a delicacy. At the same time it sup-
plemented thelr meat supply. Thus by eating wild life the
Jewe could spere their domestic flocks and herds. The
Yelean" animals conslasted of the deer, gazelle, antelope,
mountain sheep and goats and others, plus also -the "clean®
fowl such as vertridge and pigeons.lo

The wespons used in hunting were usually the same as
those of warfare. The bow and arrow was most commonly em-—
pPloyed. The bow, made of wood, was about twenty-six inches
long. It was strung with a cord made of linen or cotton,
or with a thong of gut or sinew. The arrows were made of
siralght reeds or branches of lead-pencil thickness. They
were tipped with flint, bronze, or iron arrowheads. A
quiver, made of leather and slung over the back, would hold
a dozen or more arrows.

The sling was a favorite weapon of the shepherd. It

105ee Leviticus 11 for “clean® and "unclean" foods.
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might be his own sash, or a woven cord fitted with a leather
pocket.

For close hunting the dart was used, the longer spear
or javelin for long distance throwing, as well as the lance.
These consisted of shafts of wood in length varying Trom
three to seven feet, ending in flint, bronze, or iron spear-
heads.

In order to catch smaller animals and birds, the hunter
ueed various types of neis =nd enares.ll The snare was a
noose of strong cord, cne end of which was tied to the end
of & sapling vhich the hunter would bend over and peg to the
ground. =Zalt was put in the center of the noose as 1t lay
on the ground. Yhen a bird or animal pulled or scratched at
the balt, the veg relessed the sapling, which Jerked the
nooge upward, csastching and suspending the vietim in mid air.
Large nets were also thrown over small ponds to trap water
fowl. Coarse nets were .strung between trees in the route
followed by birds in flight., Larger animals as gazelles,
lions, Jjackels and other beasts of prey were commonly caught
in a pit.lz

The pit was a large hole dug in the path the animale
were accustomed to follow. 7The pit was covered with a

loose framework of smell tree branches and leaves, which was

1lruke 21:35.
121 uke 14:5.
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then covered with = thin lesyer of earth. The slightest
presgure on thlis unsuspected framework would cause it to
glve way and the animal would £all in and be at the mercy
of the hunter,

The Fisherman

The Sea of Gelilee was well stored with fish., Some of
Jesua' disciples had made their living by fishing on the
lake. The reference to a “fish gate"l3 as one of the en-
trances to the city of Jerusalenm no doubt indicates that a
fish market was in the vicinity.

The Galllean fisherman used nets of various types in
his fishing. This appears to have been his favorite way of
fishing. YWhen using the casting net, the fisherman stood
on the shore, or waist deep in the water, and threw the net
in front of him. This net was shaped like the top of a
tent, with a long cord fastened to the center of it. It was
80 folded that when 1t was thrown it expsanded to its utmost
clrcunference of about ten feet. Around the edge were strung
beads of lead to make it drop suddenly to the bottom and to
confine the fish within it. The fisherman then drew up the
center of the net by the cord and dove down and removed the
fish. The drag net was a long strailght net, elght to ten
Teet wide, with floats on the upper edge and weights on the

13Nehemiah 12:39.
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bottom edge. To the ends of the net ropes were fastened.
At sea the net was fastened to two boats and dragged toward
the shore, enclesing whatever fish happened to be in its
path.1% The dip net consisted of a small cone-shaped mesh
held open by 2 bent sapling. To this was attached & handle.
Agein there were the bag-nets and basket nets of various
kinds, which were so used and manipulated as to enclose fish
out in deep water.l5 Fishing on lLake Gallilee was carried
on largely et night when the fish would come in closer to
the shore.

Fishhooks were elso used by the fisherman.l6® Various
slzes of hooks were uszed, depending on the type of fish one
wanted to catch. Theee hooks were made of bronze and iron
and resembled those of our own day.

Angling requires patience, and great perseverence and
caution. The line must be fine and the hook carefully con-
cealed by the bait. A mistake in any of these will defeat
the purpose. Vhen Christ told the experienced fisherman
Peter to cast e hookl? into the Sea of Galilee, Peter was
surely careful in his preparation. That a fish would grab
the balt would not be unusual, but a fish with a coin in

Wuke 5:4-5; Matt. 13:47-49.
155onn 21:3-6.

16jatt. 17:27; Amos ki2.
17uatt. 17:27.
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its mouth, when a coln was needed, was surely & m%racle.

The sword which Peter drew in the garden of GethsemanelS®

might well have been hig large fishing knife, which he used
in cleaning fish and in repairing nets. The Greek term
ddocl)l.oupeu/ is used to designate various sizes of cutting

instruments. t
The Seller of Birds

This merchant might have an awning-covered shop along
the busy market street. On a rack of several tiers he would
hang various birds, such as doves, pigeons, aparrown,19 and
blackbirds. This merchant might elso call out his wares as
he walked beck and forth in the streets of the city or vil=-
lage. GSome of these men speclalized in doves only and would
set up their shop near the temple area so the ?oor could buy

them for sacrifices.
The Money Changers

The money cheanger "has a small table, or boxlike stand,
with a large, four-cornered, deep tray, divided into com-

partments, covered with a wire netting to protect the colns

184, 26:51.
191 uke 12:6.
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below, "20 1, Palestine coins from masny different nations
were used. Also being a land through which people from
many countries passed, i1t was necessary to have someone to
change the forelgn coin into the currency of Palestins.
Change was seldom mede for the large coins except in the
better city shove, so these large coins would be exchanged
by these men for a certein fee. "The peasants refuse to ac-
cept dameged colns or any coins that arouse their suspicions
as to genuineness or weight. "2l

¥Money lending wes common in Falestine and often the
retes were very high. "Seldom 1s the rate less than ten
per cent, and more often 1t is twenty."22 A clever man do-
lng business in such a2 corrupt way can soon become quite
wealthy. It was this dishoneet trade that made our Lord
angry when He overthrew the tables of the money changers and
sald, "My house shall be called a house or prayer, but ye

have made 1t & den of thieves."23

20james Neil, Everyday Life 4 the Hely Lend (New York:
The Msemillan Gompany, 1920), 162,

21z1ihu Grant, gg ent otry of Paleatine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907)

221p3a., p. 149.
23Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17.
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The Taxgatherers

The class dssignated by the word publican?¥ in the New
Testament writings were employed by the Romans 23 collectors
of revenue. The Roman senate farmed out the dirsct taxes
and the custom's duty to capltalists who undertook to pay a
glven sum into the treasury (in publigum), and so they re-
ceived the name of publicani. Contracts of thils kind natur-
ally fell into the hends of the richest clase of Romans.
They in turn appointed thé sctual custom officials and the
tex gatherers, who were commonly natives of the province in
whioh they were statloned.

These men examined each bale of goods, exported or im-
ported, assessed 1ts value more or less arbiltrarily, wrote
out a ticket, and enforced payment. The system was a vic-
lous one. They cvercherged whenever they had an opportun-
1ty,25 they brought false charges of smuggling in the hope
of getting hush money,26 and they opened lettera on mere

susplcion. It was the basest of all professions and was in

the 111 favor of Jews everywhere. The position of Zacohaeus

as a "chief among the publicans,"?? implies a gradation

2br ke 7:34; Matt. 11:9.
25Luke 3:13.
261uke 1918.
27Luke 19:2.
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among the people thue employed. These publicans were sta-
tloned et harbors, piers, bridges, fords of rivers, and the
gates of the cities.

The strong feeling of the Jews as to the absolute un-
lawfulness of paying tribute made metters worse.28 fuat-
thew, who sat 'at the place of custom,' was probably the
one in Capernaum who collected the tax on fish, and would

thus be esspecially disliked by the disciples who had been
fighermen. "29

The Sorilbe

The seribes were so called because they wrote out the
law, classifled and arranged its precepts, and even counted
every letter and clause the law contained. They devoted
themsslves to & careful study of the text and laid down
rules for transoribing it. As time passed on the words of
the scribes were honored above the law. It was a greater
crime to offend againat them than against the law of Xoses.
Some of thelr traditions were considered more binding than
the law of !oses. We can understand therefore why Jesus
constantly denounced them along with the Pharisees.

Of course not all scribss were engaged solely in the

2Byatt, 22115 f.; Mark 12:17 f.

29ge Sohe The Esstern Colour Bible
(London: ogg: n:ezﬁﬁﬁi Eﬁihny BSchool Uniodf:HFE?) p. 5.
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studying ~nd copying of Scripture. There were those who
drew up letters for people who could not write, and who
drafted legal documents and contracts. They would sit at
broninent street corners or in the gates of the city to of-
fer their services for a fee.

The equipment of the scribe consisted in a horn cf ink
Tastened to his girdle, 2 stylus of reed or of wood, some
baper or narchment, and a saucer of sand to sprinkle on his
writing. e did not need a table as he held the writing

material in nis hand when he wrote.
The Teacher

The word tescher is the one by which Jesus was most
commonly addressed. It wes a common title of honor and
respect and meant one who was learned or taught, a master.
"It 1s thus applied to any master workman who is recogn{zad
to have profeesicnal kncwledge, whether or not 1t be his
occupation to teach others. 130 Jewtsh boys were apprenticed
out to well-known masters for training. After a few years
of training they became Journeyman workers and later masters.
Jesus was probably thinking of this when He sald, "The dis-
ciple is not above his master; but everyone that is perfect
shall be like his master."3l The Christian humbly accepts

3080harer. ov. elt., v. 53.
3 uxe 6:h0.
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His werning, "Neither be ye called masters; for one is your

Hagter, even Christ."32
The DUsay Laborer

Inside every city or town there was 2 well known place

where men gathered at dawn seeking employment for the day.33

Such employment would include gerdening, ditching, repair-
ing walls, harvesting, and portering. The laborers would
bring their spade, hoe, rope, axe, or whatever they were ac-
customed to use. Some came without any tools.

The common time of engagement was shortly after sunrise.
If they were not hired within a couple hours they would go
elsewhere in search of small Jjobs. These day laborers lived
from hand to mouth. Fach day's wage was needed at aunset.3“
to purchase the family supper, which was always the chief
meel of the day.

The porter or burden-bearer was among the simplest of
these laborers, and yet is the plecture behind these words
of Christ, "for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be
borne and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of
your fingers."35

32yatt. 23:10.
Blatt. 20:1.
Hpeut. 2b:15.
S uke 11346,
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The narrow estreets and the lack of many carts called
for the services of these porters. Thelr sole equipment was
a thin pad for thelr backs and a rope about five yards long
with & knot at one end. 7The porter, when taking up hls load,
crouched down with his back against the heaped-up articles.

With his rope arranged without any tles, so as to catch and
hold 211 the articles, he rose with a sudden spring and ?
brought the whole weight to rest upon his shoulders and the I
upver part of his back. In their efforts to rise the por- ﬁ
ters had a practice of emptyilng their lungs by the expira- e
tion of breath in 2 loud grunt. This prevented the danger
of breaking a blood vessel.

The loesds these porters carried was truly amazing.
Travelers have seen & single porter carrying a planc. His
piled up burden often extends far beyond his head. After :
the burden was upon the vorter's back 1t was difficult to
lay it down until he had reached his destination. Vhen he
became very weary and needed a little rest, he would call to
a passer-by. The latter would stoop under the load a few
minutes, and take the weight of the burden off the porter.

“Sear ye one another's burdens. *36

36621, 6:2.




CHAPTER V1
TREES AUD PLANHTS
The 0Olive Tree

Olive trees were a very anclient and profitable obJecf
of agriculture. Its branches have been from earllest
timesl & symbol of peace &nd prosperity among natlions.
Ulives in Palestine were of the best growth and yielded the
best ¢il; thus Palestine was often extolled on account of
this tree, and especi=lly in opposition to Egypt which lacks
good olive trees.?

Land that is barren, sandy, dry, and mountainous, 1s
favorable tc the production of the olive. 7he clive tree
will thrive where other frult trees have difficulty in keep-
ing alive. The olive is pleasant to view, having widely ex-
tending branches and leaves of a gray-green color which re-
main green in wlﬁtar.

It was customary to railse the tree from a shoot of a
cultivated tree, which was transplanted. The olive also may
be grown from seed or grafted with fresh twigs from an older
tree. In grafting, the wild olive was cut down olose %o the
ground and the tame olive was grafted on to the wild tree by

lgen. 8:11.
23um, 18:12; Deut. 7:13.
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inserting the tame olive into a slit formed in the wild
olive. %here the two are Joined together a fiber wrapping
was securely bound, and soon the incision wzs healed over.
The olive tree grew very slowly, requiring many years before
it bore i1ts first crop. It flourishes for about two hundred
years, end even while 1t is living, young olives spring up
from the expcsed roote of the tree near the trunk. Consider-
lng these constantly eppesring new growths some olive trees
in the Near Fast are said to be as much as two thousand years

old.

The trunk of an aged clive tree attains a great girth
and a gnarled knobby look. Sometimes 2 large part of
these huge trunks will be hollowed out by decay, in
which case the peasant will fill up the cavity with a
score cf stones. The tree goes on bearing with chlef
dependence_on the state of the bark for its healthy
condition.

The olive required no other cultivation than digging
the soll around the tree and a pruning of the branches.
Pruning was done with saws and pruning»hnoks.“ The pruning
saw was very much like our own with its pilstol-grlp wooden
handle and curved blade. The pruning hooks were sharply
bent knives at the end of a long pole by which the smaller
branches were cut off with a quick downward pull of the

handle.

3E11hu Grant, The Pegﬂﬁoﬂ of Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press: 1907), po. .

byg. 2:4,
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After ten or fifteen years of growth the olive tree will
bear its first good crop. The olive harvest begins in Aug;
ust. The frult was plcked by hand, shaken, or knocked off
the tree with long poles. This knocking process damages the
branches and twigs to such an extent that the grower only
counts on one good crop every other year. This was a very
boor way to gather the best olives, but inasmuch as the
ollvee were used chiefly for oil in Palestine it made little
difference. The olives were then gathered into baskets and
carried to the olive press on human shoulders or on the back
of a donkey.

The methods of extracting the oil varied. A reference
in ¥losh® tells us the oill was trodden out by the feet.
Thie process would no doubt be carried on in the winepress,
or in a similar tyve of vat arrangement. Another press might
ocnsist of a medium sized rock which was hollowed out. Into
this a2 few olives were placed and then ground to a pulp with
& stone held in the hand or rolled by hand over the frult.
In a more efficlent system the olives were crushed in huge
oircular stone basins, by rolling over them a large mill
stone. Through the center of this mill stone a long pole
wvas passed to which a donkey or an ox was harnessed. The
mill stone was turned as the animal walked around and around

the press. The animels were often blindfolded to keep them

SKican 6:15.
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from getting dizzy. Sarton speeks of an clive prese which
comprised in addition to a vat,

an woright stone with a large hole in it. In this hole

a beamn wae lnserted. This beam rested on the cllives

which were to be pressed, extending far beyond the re-

ceptncle containing the olives, and _welghts were hung

on the end farthest from the stone.® p

Large olive trees, in 2 good sesason, would yleld from
ten to fifteen gallons of oll. The best grade of olive oil
was obtalned when the pressing first started. This o0il was
very light and transparent and considered a first grade
pProduct. As the pnressing and orushing continued the oil
would become discolored by the brownish ting; of the broken
Pits and the green of the olive skins., Ripe olives also
ylelded oil of a less valuable nature, This poorer grade of
0ll the owner would use about his own household for cooking,
end as fuel for his torches and lampas. The best o0ll was
wixed with spilces and used for ointment,7 anointing the
body,® and also some of 1t wae sold in the market.

The o0il was used in the ritual of consecration to the

priesthood® and the kingahlp.lo The shepherd carried olive

6George A. Barton, Archaeology end the Bible (7th re-
vised edition; Philadelphla: American Sunday School Unilon,
1937), ». 178.

TLuke 10:34.

BLuxe 7:46.

9Ex. 29:7.

10; sam. 16:13.
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01l in containers made from the hollow of animal horns, and
used the oll on the wounds and brulses of his flock.
To what extent the Jews ate whole olives is not known.
Various ruthors tell us that the fruit was very pleasant,
but then conclude by saying that nearly all the olives were

thrown into the presses.
The Sycamore

The sycamore tree 1s refeéerred to in the New Testament
as the "sycamine" tree.ll The gycamore in size and figure
resembles the mulberry tree. It is very eomhon not only in
Egyot, but in Judea, especlally in the low lands.12 1Its
trunk 1s large and its branches very numerous; growing
nearly in a2 horizontzl direction. The branches are Pasily
accessible and easy to olimb.l3 The sycamore "is generally
vlanted by the wayside, and in open spaces where several
paths meet, Just where Zaccheus found 1t, w1k

The sycamore is easily propagated, merely by planting
a stout branch in the ground and watering it until it has
struck roots into the soll. This it does very quickly and

Miuxe 17:6.
12, ohron. 27:28; 2 Chron. 1:15.

13; uke 19:b4.

1%, H. Thomson, The Leng 2nd She Book (London: T.
326.

lelson and Sons, 1881), p.
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to a grea% depth. Its roots beocome enormous, as thick, as
numerous, and as wlde spread into the deep solil below as the
branches extend in the air above. The sycamore 1s the very
best type of invincible steadfastness. It was surely to
this latter fact thet our Lord selected 1t to illustrate
the power of faith.1l5
The sycamore "is always green. Its wood, which 1a of
2 dark hue, endures a thousand years, and was therefore much
used in building."® The fruit of the sycamore resembles
the fig, though it does not have seeds. It is precduced on
the eteme and not on the leafy branches or among the leaves.
The frult does not ripen unless 1t is opened by a2 nall
or a plece of iron, so that the Jjulce, which resembles
milk, may be emitted; then as the_ wound grows black,
it comes to maturity. Amos 7:14.17
Henslow says,
Ihe reason for cutting the fige open is to liberate’
the small insecis which always infeat the sycamore
flgs, . . . . But by 2llowing these to escape 1t be-
comes edible. . . . that it will not ripen unless it
be cut open may be perhaps explained by the fact that
the grubs of the flies feed upon the Julces within, so
that the fig cannot form sugar. If, however, the in-

sects be removed, sugar is produced which renders the
Tfige intensely sweet,l8

15Luke 17:6.

1650hn Jehn, Bibllcal 59&%%3;5155, translated from the
Latin by Thomas C. Upham (3rd American edition; London:
Thomas “erd and Co., 1832), p. 39.

171p1a., p. 4o.

183, Henelow, The Plante of the Bible (London: Has-
ters and Go., 1908), pp. 20 f.
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The fruit is so sweet that it is harmful to the stomach, and
1t is therefore not eaten except for the want of something
better. “Ihe tree is very productive, ylelding frult seven
times 2 year, and affording a supply of food for the poor,
during four mcnths of the year."19

The fruit ie ghaken down or plcked as it ripens, and is
eaten without any preparation,

The instruments used to open the frult of the sycamore
are quite small.  They consist of a wooden handle about six
inchee long, into which a emall hook 1s inserted, or a piece

of iron with the cutting edge sharpened.
The Fig Tree

The fig trees are one of the commonest of all the trees
of Palestine. They flourish everywhere, in the open country
or near the house. They thrive especlially in a dry and
sandy 3011.' The fig tree is falrly tall, not altogether
erect, but very leafy. It tends to spread out its branches
and thus offer an abundsnce of shade. The shade of ths fig
tree was very pleasant and well known to the Jews.20 Iimes
of peace and plenty were pictured as "every man sitting un-

der his own vine and under his own fig tree."2l

19Jahn, op. eit., p. 40.
2030nn 1:48.
21ys0ah b3k,
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Fig trees begln tc awaken at the time of the vernal equi-
nox which is liarch 21.22 The frult makes its appearance be-
fore the leaves and blossoms.?3? The foliage expands about
the end of ¥arch. The frult of the fig tree is of three
kinds: (1) The untimely f£ig, which puts forth its fruit at
the vernel equinox, and before 1t is ripe 1t is called the
green fig; but when it 1s ripe, the untimely fig.2¥ It
comes to maturity the latter part of June, though some may
ripen by the end of ay. This fig is not nearly of as fine
& quality as the later figs, but they are eagerly awalted
and considered a special delicacy because they are out of
season. (2) The gummer or dry fig. This fig appears about
the middle of June, and comes to maturity near the end of
July to the middle of Auguet. This is the regular yleld of
fruit from the tree. Beaides the untimely fruit and the
regular crop of figs, there are also occasionally the third
kind. (3) The winter figz, which germinates in August and
does not ripen until about the end of November. Thils fig
is longer and of a browner color than the others. With
these three crops of figs, the fig tree bears nearly helf of
the time.

The fig frult iteelf is a remarkable structure.

221,uke 21:29,30; Matt. 24:32.
23Matt, 21:19; Mark 11:13.
2byogee 9:10; Jer. 2b4:2.




82

I% 18 really a stalk, the upper end of which has taken
the form of a bag, which 1s covered all over the inside
wlth the real flowers. Yhen the fig is ripe the little
frulte, ons to each flower, resemble round seeds.25

Jesus cursed the fig tree, not because it falled to bear

Tigs at the proper season, but because by sending forth its
leaves 1t gave the impression that it was already bearing
fruit. As stcted before, the frult makes its appearance be-
fore or at the same time 23 the leaves., His curse i1s there-
fore a warhing against hypocriay.26

The only care a fig tree needed was an occasianal dig-
ging of the soll around it, and the applying of some fer-
tilizer.27 7The frult of the fig tree is easily picked by
hand. All figs when they are ripe, but especlally the un-
timely fig, fall spontaneously to the ground.28

Fige furnished 2 very nutritious fresh frult over a
long sezson of each year. They were also dried in the sun
and packed away in jars, either senarately or in matted
cakes, and were available for use all the year round. Hena-
lov tells us, "Ihe milky Julce of the fig has the peculiar
property of meking tough meat tender, if wrapped up in the

25Henslow, op. eit., p. 13.

263ark 11:13.

27 ,uke 13:8.

zamnhum 3:12.
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leaves."2? fThers may have besn some real use in the appli-
cation of a fig poultice to certailn kinds of sores and pains

that required caustic application.
The Carob Tree

The carob tree grows wild in various places in the
fields and on the hillsides. The swineherd would take his
pigs under the trees and let them eat the fallen husks.30
The huskes are fleshy pods from slx to ten inches long and
about an inch wide. These pods are lined inside with a
gelatinous substance and contain bean-sized dark-brown
seeds., VWhen thsey are thoroughly ripe they are not tooc un-
pleasent to the teste.?l The pods are often eaten by the

poorer people.
Flax

Flax has grown from time immeorial from Egypt to lieso-
potamia. Flax will thrive elmost anywhere. The plant has
& yellowish, slender, wiry stem with narrow, pointed leaves
end bright blue flowers. It grows from e small, flat,
shiny-brown seed, into a tall strailght stem, ending in sev-
eral tufts of seed heads and leaves. Yhen the seed 1is

29%Henslow, op. eit., pp. 16 £f.
Oruke 15:15.
Npuke 15:16.
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fully formed, but not quite ripe, the flex is pulled up by
the roots and bound into sheaves. These sheaves are then
dried by the sun in the field or taken to the housetops %o
dry. Rahabd hid the sples of Joshua under such bundles of
flax. The root contains an oll, and after the oil is
bressed out, the root is used as feed for cattle. The seeds
are also threshed out with = flall or stick, to be used as
food for men and animals, or to be ground and pressed for
the linseed o0il which they contain.

The usuel process of preparing and loosening the filber
from the piteh and bark of the flax stem is, first, to soak
the stems in weter for a number of hocurs. Then by a crush-
ing and combing vprocess>2 the useful fiber 1s separated .
from the rest of the tissues of the stem. The rough un-
combed fiber is called "tow." ©Since water 1s preclious 1in
meny places in Palestine, the flax stems were given a longer
drying in the sun before they were crushed snd combed. The

tow of flax stems was used for the wicks of the oil lamps.33
The lustard Plant

It is generally agreed that the mustard tree of Sorip-
ture is the black mustard plant and belongs therefors to
the herb family. The mustard plant often grows to several

321g. 19:1.
Buatt. 12:20.
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feet in height. ©Dr. Thomson says, "I have @een this plant
on the rich plain of Akkar as tall 28 the horse and the
rider."3% Tne possibility of birds bullding nests in the
mustard plant is very unlikely; dut it can surely be sald
that the birds would come and settle on the mustard plant
for the sake of the seeds, of which they are fond, or mere-
ly for a short period of rest.33

Yhen the mustard seed was called the "least of all
seeda"36 1t w28 no doubt meant tc denote a very small seed.
"We are not to suppose that the mustard seed 1s the lesast
of 211 the seeds in the world; but it was the smallest which
the husbandman was accustomed to sow."37  The seed was used

mainly in the Jewlsh dlet as o condiment.
Hint and Rue

The garden mint38 1s a cultivated form of the wild
horsemint. The horsemint is common by the ditches and banks
in Pelestine and probably has long been cultivated there.
Like 211 other specles of mint, 1t i1s strongly ascented.

3“Thomson, op. oit., p. 414.

Buatt. 13:32; Luke 13:19; Mark bi32.
36uatt. 13:31; Mark L:31.

37Thomson, op. cit., ». 415.

38Luke 11:42.
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Rue i1s mentioned only once in Soripture.39 The rue
epoken of 12 no doubt the shrubby plant of zbout two feet
high, of atrong medieinal virtues. Rue 18 & native of the
FKediterranean consts,
The Talmud regerds rue among the kitchen-herbs and
therefore free of tithe as being a plant not cultivated

in the gardens. In our Lord's time, however, rue was
no dount o garden plant and therefore tithable.X0

T“he Reed

The reed”l is an squatic-like plant which thrives slong
the Arablan gulf, the Hile river, and along the lakes and
rivers of Pmlestine. The reed generally growa to a haighf
cf elght or ten feet, cnd it is about as thick asz a man's
thumb, 7arlous kinds of reeds were used for making paper,

shoes, smils, ropes, pens, and measuring rods.
Lilles

then Jesus said, "consider the lilies of the rleld,“uz
it has been suggested that He wae not necessarily referring

to any one oarticular plant, because there are many beautiful

39Luke 11:42,

40y31150m Smith, A Dictionary of the Bible, revised and
edited by F. N. and . A, Peloubet (Philadelphia: The John
C. Winston Company, 1948), p. 5&2.

Ml ke 7:24; Katt. 11:7.

b2uatt. 6:28; Luke 12:27.
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wlld flowers in Palestine. Fowever, Jesus uses a word which
has a specific meaning in CGreek, K,o'/\fcn/ » of which Pliny
says, "There 1la a red 1lily known to the freeks by the name
of krinon. "3 The rea 1ily is abundant throughout all of
talllee.

u3Henslow, op. el%., ». 110.
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CHAPTFR VII

THE FAUILY

In every land the home is the nursgery of all that is

best and most beautiful. A large family was regarded by

haoadie e

the Jews as the greatest of blessings.l On the other hand,
%o be without children wes the greatest calamity, indeed a
noeltive reproach.2
fothing bewlldsrs and shocks the Orliental mind more ;
than the paragraphs of police news sometimes copled i

from Fnglish into Arabic newspapers about the deser-
tion and ill-treatment of children by their varents.3

Birth

P S e p—

In oriental countries childbirth is not an event of
much difficulty, =nd mothers &t such 2 time were orig- :
inelly the only sssistants of their daughters, as any
further 214 was deemed unnecessary. Exodus 1:19. 1In
cages of more than ordinary difficulty, those matrons
who hed acquired some celebrity for skill and expert-
ness on occasions of this kind were invited in; and in
this wey there eventually rose into notice that class
of women denominated midwives.¥

Vhen 2 child was born two or three local musicians were

lgen. 24:60.
26en. 30:23; Luke 1:25.

3eeorge M. Mackie, B lanners and Oustoms (New York:
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1898), ». 117.
ksohn Jenn, Antiguities, translated from the

Latin by Thomas C. Upham (3rd American edition; Londoni
Thomas Vard and Co., 1832), p. 7h.
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usually waiting outside to know Af the new arrival was a boy
or girl. If it was 2 boy they played upon the instruments
they had, and ssng improvised rhymes complimentary to the
dignity of the family. If it was a girl there was no music
or galety. WNevertheless, & child of elther sex was welcomed
&8 2 gift of CGed.

Immediately after birth the child was bathed, rubbed
with salt powder, and wrepped tightly in folds of cotton.
The baby would look more like a mummy than a happy human
child. Jesus was surely cered for in this menner by His
mother Hary.s

On the eighth day the son was circumcised acoording to
God's command., By the fulfillment of this rite it was con-
secrated to the service of God. A name was given to the
mele child at the time of its circumcision. Among the
Orientals the name'given was always significant. Ve find
that the child was named in many instances from the circum-
stances of 1ts birth, or from some pecullarities in the his-
tory of the family to which it belongud.6 In New Testament
times names were usually selected from those of the pro-'
genitors of a family.? The names of female children are
usually taken from beautiful objects 1ln nature, or graces

SLuke 2:7.
6den. 25:25; 35:18; 1 Sam. 1:20.
Tiatt., 1:12; Luke 1:61; 3:i23.
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of character. Biblical exemples are Dorcas (gazelle),
Rhoda (rose), Hechel (lamb), Fether (star).

After o perlod of forty deyes in the case of a boy, and
twice as long in the case of a baby girl, the mother went
into the temple and offered a sacrifice of purification. A
lamb of a ye=r old might be offered, or if she was poor, two
turtle dovea or two young pigeons would be sacrificed.8

The infant child was generally nursed by i1ts mother.
"Bables are not wesned early. Some are nursed for two
years, the last baby may not be weaned until it is four or
five years 01d."? The children could talk and understend
wvhat they were told, in meny instances, before they were
weaned.l0 The day a child wae weaned was an occasion for a
big feast.ll

Education of the Children

The early education of the children was carried on by
the mother. The girls remained under thelr mother's care
throughout, but the boys came into the charge of their
father'e hande in their fifth year. The fathers taught

8Lev. 12:1-8.

9E1ihu Grant, The Pgsgangfz of Palegtine (New York:
The Pilgrim Preae: 1907), p. .

104att. 21:16.
llgen. 21:8.
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them the arts and duties of 1ife,, the Mosalc law, love and
respect and obedlence to parents, end all parts of their
country's history.l2 Those who wished to have their sons
further instructed would employ a tutor, or send them awey
to & school dedicated to the instruction of youth.l3 The
girls spent their time learning the domestic arts and other
arts befitting a woman's situation and character. By the
time the girl reached the comparatively early marriageable

age she knew how to handle a household of her own.
Marriage Ceremonies

The ceremonles prel1ﬁinary to and attendant on a Jew-
ish marriage differ in many respects from the usage with
whlch we are familiar.

(tirls were considered of marriageable age by the time
they were thirteen. In general, though, girls were married
by the time they were fifteen or sixteen, and men a year or
twvo older.

The important office of the selection of a bride the
sultor does not undertake in his own person, but places on
his parents or on a friend.1* If a son had a preference for

any girl as his wife, he asked his father to obtain her from

12peut. 6:20-25.
13) sam. 1:24-28.
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her father.l5 On the favorable reception of the proposal
by the parente of the girl, = formal engegement was entered
into, accompanied by o feast and by the presentation of
gifts from the bridegroom to the bride. He might elso give
one to the parents.l® "In Jewiesh practice betrothal was of
great significance. A betrothed girl was a widow Af her
betrothed disd before the actual wedding."17

HSetween the espousal and the marriage itself an inter-
val elepsed, varying from e few days to several months. Dur-
ing the whole of this interval the bride elect was regarded
&8 The wife of her future husband. She was subject to the
lav of divorce and to other legal punishments, Just as if
she had been actually married. Thie explains the passage
related to our Savior's birth.18 During this interval the
bridegroon communicated with his oride by means of a friend,
who was named the "friend of the bridegroom," and who nat-
urally took & great interest in the procaedings.19

“hen the day of the marriage had arrived, the bride

adorned herself with cholce wedding attire, crnaments, vells,

155uages 14:1,2.
16

Gen. 34:11-=12,
178. v. 6. Tasker, The 014 Testament io the New Testa-
ment (Philadelphia: Vestminater Press, 1947), p. 109.

18yatt. 1:18-20.
1950ohn 3:29.
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and perfumes. The wedding ceremony itself usually took
DPlace late in the evening., At the appointed hour the bride-
groom went forth from hils own or his father'!s house, accoﬁ-
panled by a procession of Triends, all of whom were dressed
in wedding attire. The friends would bear lamps and torches,
and would ghout and sing.zo Often musiclans were employed.
The bridesmalds watched anxiously for the bridegroom's ar-
rival, and as soon a8 he was seen 2 shout went up, "The
bridegroom cometh! "2l Then the bride was taken by the bride-
groom from the hande of her parents and escorted back to hls
own home with greater pomp and noise than ever. As they re-
turned & party of maldens wes often walting at a certain
point to join the procession. The greatest watchfulness
and readinese were necessary in order to catch the proces-
sélon as 1t swept by. This is the feature in the marriage
vhich our Lord selects as the symbol of Christian watchful-
nees in the Parable of the Ten Virgins.zz

Marriage Feast

As the bride was sbout to enter the home of her husband
"A waterjar was placed on her head and her hand was assisted

to plaster a plece of bread-dough on the Jamb of the door-

20M9t%. 9:15.
2lyatt. 25:6.
22).55. 25:1-13.
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way. These signs were in token of good housewlfely qual-
ities."23 IAfter the bride hed been seated inside the house
her women friends wers granted their entry and she allowed
them to uncover her face. Then she oconsented to exhibit
her jewelry, silver bracelete, head-colns, ear-jewels, and
go forth.

The marriecge feast which then took place was &s elab-
orate =2 the family or the bridegroom could afford. The
wealthy would provide wedding garments for the guests.zu
The guests were seated according to their rank or according
to the honor which the groom wished to bestow on them, 25
The wedding feast would often last a number of days and much
rejoleing and fessting took place. It was considered a dls-
grace not to have enough food and drink for everyone. Thus
ve Tfind Mary very much concerned at the wedding in Cana when

the wine began to get 1ow.26
The Married State

"It was counted an afrfliction if the new wife was not

a mother in due time."27 A large number of offspring was

235rant, op. git., pp. 58 f.

2hyate. 22:4,11,12.

25Luke 1437=9.

2650nn 213-5. ;
27Gmnt. op. ¢it,, ». 63.




95
ccnsldered an instance of the divine favor of the highest

kind. Sons were more desirsd because they transmitted the
neame of the father in genealogles, and when they married

they brought home their wives snd thus incressed the size,
force, wealth, and importance of the family. GCirls would

g¢ to strengthen ancther house.
Divorce

Marriage involved a lifelong obligatlion for hoth.par-
tles. God's arrangement that "o man leave hie father snd
mother and shall cleave untc his wife and they shall be one
flesh,"28 was to be observed by the people. No one had the
right to dissolve = marriage,2? and though the Moszic law

recognized the possibility of divorce, Jesus saye 1t was be-

ceuse of the people's hardheartedness,30 and permissible

only on account of fornication.31 A husband could not put

awey his wife without giving her s "writing of divorcement."32

In the time of Christ “the school of Hilled contended that
the husband might lawfully put away the wife for any cause,

283en. 2:2k4.

2katt. 19:6.

pott. 19:8; Mark 10:5-7.
pett. 5:31-32,

Zyett. 5:71.
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even the smallest."32 Jesus agreed with the school of

Shammai, ae

be one of =2

far as this, that the ground of divorce should

moral nature.

If a wife was suspected of being unfalthful,

the power wae given to the husband who suspected his
wife of infidelity of exacting from her, in the temple
or tabernacle, whet may be termed the ordesl oath.

Num, 5:

11-31. 7To this oath were attached such dreadful

penaltles that a person really guilty certainly could
net take it without betraying her criminality by some
indications, unless she possessed the extremity of
hardihood., . . . Dreadful as it was, there were not
wanting wives who set it at deflance; licentliousness
lncreased, and adulteries were manifold, especially in
the later perilods of the Jewish state. 7The Talmudists
themselves state, that the law in regard to the sus-

pected

wife was abrogated as much as forty years before

the destruction of Jerusslem. The reason they assign

for it

is, that the men themselves were at that period

generally adulterers, and that God would not fulfil
the horrid imprecations of the ordezl oath upon the
wife alone, while the huaggnd was gullty of the same

crime,

Death

When anyone took sick in the family, the whole famlly

group was disturbed. So little was known about disease and

8ickness and its treatment that 1llness caused general fear

and even terror. The Jews were inclined to regard death as

a formidable enemy. Physicians were called and various reme-

dies were used. Prayers also were sald, for the Jews knew

that God, who sent the illness, could also cure it if 1t wss

33Jahn. 22- m-. p. 73'

Mipsa.




His wi11,35

The vhole family would crowd into the sickroom to show
their sympathy, while by their tears and cryiﬂg, and the con-
gestion caused, they only made recovery more difficult., If
the patient should dile “the customs of the people demand
that there should be loud, boisterous, uncontrollable weep-
ing, mourning, beating of the breast, and every other ex-
ternal manifestation of great sorrow."36 These oriss con-
tinued for some time and were taken up by the neighbor:s so
that 1% soon penetrated the whole community. In hearing
such Christ s=2id, "vhy mske ye this ado and weep?"37

Sesldes the mourning a verson's grief was shown by
rending his garments, scattering dust and ashes on hils

hsad, and fasting for a time.

Burial

The body of the deceased was wasﬁad and wrapped in many
folde of linen called "grave clothes.*38 This was then
sprinkled with eweet-smelling balms, 28 "spilkenard”3? and

35ps. 103:3; Matt. 9:21.

36y, 1. Thomson, The Lend and the Book (London: T.
Kelson and Sons, 188l1), p. 577.

378ark 5:39.
38John 11:k4,
3OMark 14:3.
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" "myrrh and aloes. "0 7Tne body was then placed on & stretch-

er or bler and carried by friends or relatives to the bury-
ing place and laid to rest. The mourners walked along be-

slde the bier mourning and wailling as they went. Even the

doge would start = pitiful orying and howling.

A famlly often selected a cave as & burying place, if
one could be found, which they would trim and square and
cut in it a= many niches as they expected to need. Their
posterity would cut new niches as occaslon required. Vhen
the original room was full a new one could be cut out be-
hind it in the soft limestone rock. This enlarging could
be done mes long ss the family existed.

Other graves might coneist of a hole dug in the side
of the rock, thus forming an artificiesl cave, in front of
which = stone could be rolled to serve as a door.’l A grave
rlght also be a hole dug in a rock with a slab of limestone
serving as & 1lid. These lids were whitewashed; a very
etriking picture of those "whited sepulchers"#2 the hypo-
eritical Pherisees, beautiful without, but full of dead
men's bones and a1l uncleanness within. "“In the time of

Christ the tombs of Isresel's heroes were adorned and ven-

4030nn 19:39.
Mlyatt, 28:2; Mark 16:3; Luke 24:2; John 20:1.
b2xatt. 23:27.
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ersted. Jesus elludes to this in Luke 11:47,48, %43

‘!’3Geo rge A,

Barton, Archeseoclogy and the Bible (7th re-

vised edltlon; Fhiladelphia: Amerilcan Bunday School Union,

1937), ppr. 225 f.




CHAFTFR VIII
THE DRESS OF PALISTIKRE

Uriental dress differs from ours with regard to mag-
erial, ehape, and color. Cotton cloth was most common, and
esteemed the moast valuable. Hext in importence was woolen
and linen cloth. The cloth made from the hair of animals
wves esteemed of least value. There is no early mention
made of sllk, however it 1s clear that Alexander found silks
in Persia. 511k was used in Christ's time largely for the

outer cloak of womsn of meand.
Colors of Cloth

White was esteemed the most appropriate colour for cot-
ton cloth, purple for the others. On festival days the
rich and powerful robed themselves in white cotton,
which was consldered the most splendid dress.l
Cotton cloth was colored purple by the blood taken from the
veins of a shell fish. The scarlet color was extracted from
the insects, or their egge, found on a species of oak. The
dark blue color wes extracted from the cuttle-fish, Many-

colored clothes were also worn by the Jews.

ljonn Jehn, Biblical Anticuities, trenslated from the
Latin by Thomas C. Upham (3rd American edition; London:
Thomas Ward and Co., 1832), p. 60.
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The Tunic

This was the most simple and 'perhepa the most ancilent
garment. It was a plece of cloth, commonly linen, which en-
circled the whole vody, and descended to the knees. It had
either short sleeves or no sleeves at 211l. Those who were
clothed with only a tunic were sometimes said to be naked. 2
The orientals, when they find i% necessary to emit urine,
seek an obscure place, and in a sitting vosition discharge
‘themselves upon the earth; with the exception of the very

lowest class of people, who often defile the walls,>
The Cirdle

The tunic, when it was not girded, impeded the person
who wore 1t in walking. The girdle was either a sash or
belt of leather. The leather girdle was about six inches
wide and furnished with clasps with which 1% was fastened
around the body.“ The sash was a more valuable form of
girdle. It was made of cotton or flax, and sometimes of
8llk or an embroidered fabric. It was about a hand's
breadth broad and often had clasps to fasten it to the body.
If clasps were not provided, the sash was tied. The girdle

zJaremiah 21:7.
31 samuel 25;22,34.
byats. 3:4; Mark 1:6.
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also answered the purpose of & pouch to carry monsy or other
necessary things.J> Glrding etands as a flgure of prepara-
tion for, or engaging in work, travel, service, or warfare.

The girdle ies the only tight fitting part of Oriental dress.
The Cloak

Thls was the garment immediately over the tunie. In
the Authorized Version of the Bible 1t is also called the
‘garment," “"railment,” or "vesture.” It 1s the /uLTi0V
and éildlﬁud- of The Ureek New Testament. The cloak was a
plece of cloth nearly square, eight or nine feet long and
five or six feet wide, and was wrapped around the body.
When the weather was nice i1t was more conveniently worn
over the shoulders than wrapped around. the body. The two
ecorners, which were drawﬁ over the shoulders, were eailed
the skirts or wings of the garment. Frequently this garment
wes hung over the left shoulder, where it hung lengtihwilse,
partly over the.back and partly over the breast. It was
fastened by the two corners under the right cheek.

Vhile it answered the purposes of a cloak, 1t was so
large that the fold above a second sash was used to carry
food, & lamb, or even a measure of grain.s The whole cloak
might be used to carry grain or other burdens by tying it

SMatt. 10:9; Mark 6:8.
6Luke 6:38.
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together at the corners and carrying it on the back. The
poor wrapped themselves up in this cloak at night. Thus, if
1t wvas taken as security for a debt, 1t could not be kept
overnight, for without it "wherein shall he sleep?"?

In the time of Christ the creditors did not take the
cloak, but the tunie, which agrees with the representation
of Jesus in Matthew 5:40, HNoses enacted a law that there
should be a fringe upon the four corners of this garment,
together with a blue ribband, to remind the veople of His
statutes.®

The K AAu -.)s KoeK:'n/n , Which is mentioned in Matt.
27:28, and Mark 15:17, was 2 red robe of the Roman military
which extended down to the knees and was fastened over the
bresst.

The cloak mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:13, was a Roman gare
ment meant for protection against the rain, and to be worn
on journeys. It was closed throughout, but had an opening
for the neck, by which it was placed over the head and sup-
ported on the shoulders.

Sandals

In order to keep the feet from being cut by sharp
rocks, or burnt by the hot sand, small pleces of wood or

7Exndus 22:25.
8Matt. 9:20; Luke 8:lk,
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leather were bound to the bottom of the feet. The sandal
wae usually o stout pilece of leather bound to the foot by a
thong.? The people took off thelr sandals when they entered
a house, and put them on when they left it. To loose and
to bind the sandels was the duty of the lowest servants.l9
They often carried their masters' sandals.ll Since the
weerers dld not have on stockings, thelr feet became dusty
and soiled; sccordingly, when they took off their sendals
and entered a house, they washed their feet, which was also
the duty of the servante. In some instances where the guests
wvere distinguicshed men, the master of the house washed thelir
feet,12

The Headdress

The headdress might be any one of e number of types,
devending on the time and »nlace in which it was worn. It
might be a large plece of cloth wvhich was wound around the
head several times, then the ends of the cloth were tucked
into the folds to secure it. Or a turban headdress, con-
slsting of a2 long strip of cloth wound around the head,
might be used. Aleso there was a square cloth, folded dlag-

JMark 1:7; Luke 3:18.
10yark 1:7.

lyate, 3:11.

lzeenqeis 18:4; Luke 7:44,
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onally, and held on the head by several coils of woven goat
heir. This lest is the nepkin or handkerchief of Luke 19:
20; John 11:bk; 20:7; Aots 19:12.

The Vell

The difference between the dress of men and women was
emall. The difference conslsted chiefly in the fineness of
the materials and in the length of the garment. Other merks
of dlstinction were the wider girdle, the badger skin shoes
of wealthy women, and especlally the veil.

The vell was worn by all females, except the maids and
others in a low condltion in life. Yhen at home, they did
not speak with a guest without being velled. VWhen travel-
ing, the women threw the veil over the back part of the
head, but if they saw a man epproaching, they quickly pulled

the vell over thelr face. The prostitutes went unveiled.
Ornanents and Jewelry

The staff w=s not only used by a shepherd or traveler
to help him in his shepherding or treveling, but it appears
that a staff was also carried merely for ornament.l3 1In
imitation of the Babylonlans, e seal, or signet, wes sus-
pended from the neck. The name of the owner was usually
engraved on the signet. The signet might also be set in a

13Exodue 12:11; Genesis 38:25.
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ring to be worn on the hand.lb ¥ost of the finger rings
were simple circles of metal; usually they were of bronze;
sometimes of iron. Silver and gold rings were comparatively
few in number and of sma2ll size. They evidently were high-
ly regerded by well-to-do vecple, for in the Parable of the
Prodigel Son, Jesus tells us that the father "put a ring
on his hand" (Luke 15:22),

The ornaments of women were much more elaborate and
nunerous than those of the men. The women wore a number of
rings upon their fingers and pendants in the ear and nose.l5
The rings were made of silver and gold, or other metals, de=
pending on the person's wealth. The pendants sometimes con-
elsted of pear1516 suspended by & thread, The women also
wore rings of silver and gold and other materlals around
their ankles. /Hecklaces and bracelets were sometimes made
of silver or coral.l? Beads were highly valued from the
earliest times and were made of various colored stones.
Klrrors were made of molten brass and polishad.la Comba
were made of oone or ivory. They were both stralght and

curved, ornamented and unornamented. The purse of the

lkUereuiah 22:24,

156enesis 24:22; Isaiah 3:21.

16yatt, 7:6; 13:45-46; Ezekiel 16:1l.
17Ex0dus 35:20.

18gx0dus 38:8.
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woman wns made of metel end fashioned like & cone. It was

suspended from the girdle which she wore.
Cosmetlos

The Jewish women copled the ideas of the Babylonians
end Egyptians also in their makeup. The olls and creams
they used often came from neighboring countries. The dark
tint they gave to thelr aeyebrows was a black lead found
throughout the East. Another paint was made from thé ashes
of the alkanet plant and was used to give & yellow color to
the arms and feet.

After a bath the body was anointed with perfumed oll.
The most costly of =211 was the nard, the "splkenard,” with
which Jesus was anointed by lMary of Bethany,1? The poor
used ordinary olive oil instead of the perfumed variety.

Halr and Beard

The Jews were inclined to let their halr grow. Soﬁa-
tlmes the razor was used to trim the halr, with the excep-
tion of the Rezarites to whom a cutting of the halr was for-
bidden. Baldness was a source of contempt, whlle a heavy
heed of halr wae esteemed a great ornament.?0 The hair was

combed and anointed with ointment on special occasions.

1970hn 12:3.
202 gamuel 1L:26.
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‘The color of the hailr of the oriental people is commonly
black, rarely red, which was esteemed a favorite color, "21
The women ususlly let their hair grow very long. Thus Hary
of Bethany was able to wipe Jeaus' feet with her hair, after
she had anointed them.2?2 Short hair was usually looked upon
as & sign of doubtful morsls,23 1

The beard wes considered a greaet ornament among the
Jews. "No one was ellowed to touch it exe;pt for the pur-
bose of kissing it. To pluck or shave the beard, or to

mer 1% in eny wey was considered a great disgrace. 24

21Jahn, op. cit., np. 62 T,
2250nn 12:1-3; 11:2; Luke 7:38.
231 Gorinthians 11:15.

2“"’.Jal:m, op. cit., p. 62.




CHAPTER IX
FOOD AWD DRINK

Breed and weter were considered the two essentials of
life, Vhen water and grein were plentiful, 1t was truly a

time of contentment.
Crains Used for Food

Of the grailns grown in Palestine, wheat and barley
were most commonly used by the Jews for food. lilllet and
8pelt were also used in times of scarcity or by the very
poor. ‘heat was considered the best graln for bread, but
barley was used to a great extent by the poprer classes.
Vheet wae often eaten without eny preparation at all.l
Keny times though, it wes picked while in the late, milky
stege, and the kernels were parched over a fire. Shepherds

and travelers carried parched grain in their purses.
Mills for Grinding Graln

Since there were neilther public mills nor bakers, ex-
cept the king's,2 each feamily and many individuals had their
own millse. It was &an infringement of the law for a person

lpatt, 12:1.
2Genesis 40:2; Hosea 7:4-10,

‘ |
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to take enother's mill or mllletone as & pledge, for with-
out his mlll he would be in & bad situation.

Perhaps the earliest mill consisted of two stones or
Pleces of wood which were rubbed together to oruih the ker-
nels of grain. The large mortar and pestle, similar to =2
druggist's, did a falrly effective Jjob of grinding. Every
family ususlly hed one or more of these mortars and pestles.
Hany of these have been found in excavations at Gezer. An-
other mill might be a flat, saddle-shaped piece of rock on.
which grain was crushed by & smaller oval plece of rock.
The mill common among the Jews was a rotary mill, It con-
slsted of two circular stones about two feet in dlameter
and & half foot thick. The upper stone was not always as
thick es the bottom stone. The bottom stone had a slight
rise in the center, and was often fixed in the floor. The
upper stone was movable, and in order to make it fit pre-
clsely to the bottom stone, it was slightly hollowed. In
the middle of it was a hole through which the grain was ad-
mitted. Near the outer edge of the upper stone a handle
was attached to turn the stone.

Two women usually sat at the mill facing each other.3
Both took hold of the handles, one put grain in the hole,
and they pulled to, and pushed from, as men do with a cross-

cut saw. The rotary motion drew the grain outward between

IMatt. 24341,
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the stones, which crushed and ground it to flour. The flour
fell on = mat or on the floor all around the mill. The
flour was then sifted to remove the bits of stone and other
coarse partlcles of grain.

Grinding was the task of the women, and 1t was done
nearly every dey, escept on the Sabbath, as the warm cli-
mate made 1t difficult to keep bread s=ny longer without its

becoring insipid and rough to the palate.
Baking Bread

Kneading troughs were a sort of wooden trays, in which
the flour, being mixed with water, wes reduced to a doughy
mass, &nd after remaining a2 short time; was kneaded, some
leaven” being added to 1t. The leaven was made by adding a
1ittle sour milk to some flour and letting it stand in a
warm plece for several hours. In case 1t was necessary to
brepere the bread very hastily, the leaven was left out.s
On festival days the Jews zlsc ate unleavened bread.s

The loaves, when made, were round, and nine or ten in-
ches in diameter. The unieavened bread was not thlcker ?Pan
e knife, but the leavened loaves were &as thick 28 a man's

1little finger. This bread was not ocut with a2 knife, but

b ke 13:21.
5Exodua 12:39,
éLaviticus 2:11.
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broken epart.

There were varlousz types of ovens, One type waa mere
send vhich was heated by & fire. The fire was rsmoved and
the lonves were guickly placed upon it. In & 1little while
they were turned, snd afterwards, to complete the process,
were covered with ashes and hot coals. .Unless they were
turned they were not thoroughly baked.7 Another typs of
oven was 2 plit in the earth, about two %o three feet in
dlsmeter snd from five to six feet deep. The bottom is
covered with stonee; when the stones sre heated the fire
ls taken away, the loaves are placed on the gtones, and
the mouth of the oven ie shut. There wae also a movable
oven, made of brick, and sealed inside and out with clay.
A fire was bullt within it, and the dough was placed unon
the outside whers 1% baked. Another oven was a plate of
iron, slightly convex, placed upon three stones; a fire
was kindled beneath i1t and the dough was plaged on the up=-
per surfazce to bake. The last type of oven we willl mention
wes & cylindrical eclay atruoture about three feet high and
two feet in dlameter, covered with a 1id. A fire was bullt
and then allowed to smolder. Small loaves were stuck to
the inside surface sbove the live coale where they baked
thoroughly.

The materials for the fire consisted of twigs, straw,

THosea 7:8.
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dried snimsl. dung, snd grasa.s

In the parable of the Importunate.Frlend? 1t mey sound
rether strange to ue that three. losves are asked for to pro-
vide 2 meal for his friend, for with us one would be amply
sufficient. The loaf, howéver, was no larger than e thick
pencake about nine 1néhea in dliameter, and it would take
two of these to make & meal for a hungry man! It was also
eagentlal in Oriental hospltality to place before a guest
more than he could eat, especially in the case of bread.

These facts again show the minute accuracy of Jesus' parables.
Other Foods

Vearly every Jewlsh home had its small garden in which
verious vegetables as beans, lentils, onions, garlic, let-
tuce, cabbage, celery, and parsley were carefully tended.
Lentlls, resembling emall split peas, were a speclal fa-
vorite of the Jews, A vegetable stew was often prepared as
the mailn meal of the day. Besldes a variety of vegctables,
small bits of meat might be added to the stew to glve 1%t &
full flavor.

For seasoning the Jews had salt, d41ll, mustard, and
coriander seed. Cilnnasmon bark, mint, anise, and saffron

were used as flavoring.

8uatt., 6:30.
Luke 11:5-8.



114
lients

The Jews were very sparing in their use of meats. To
kill =n or would mesn a loss in the source of nilk and of
power for farming. To kill a sheep or goat would meen a
loss of milk and wool. Only when there was a craving for
meat, or an ocession for e fesat, would a "clean” anime]l be
killled. And, then, several families had to go together on
such an oocaéion, for every morsel had to be eaten, as the
Jews had no way of preserving meat for more than a few days.
Very rarvely would the Jews dry meat in the sun or peck 1t
in sslt brine.

On theses speclal festival days, especlally the Pass-
over, and when a long-absent relativel® returned home, or
& speclal guest arrived, 2 calf, or kid, or lamb might be
served. The meat was prepared similar to our barbecue meth-
od of today. After the animal was skinned and seasoned, a
sharp atick was thrust through from the tall to the head of
the animal; the feet were bound to the side of the ocarcass,
and i1t was placed on two forked sticks on either slde of
the fire. Lambs and kids were generally always prepared in
the above manner. A fatted calf or larger animal was us—
ually divided into smaller pleces before it was roasted

over a fire.

10,uke 15:23.
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Fowl, 2a well as fish, vere cleaned and often prepared
whole over & fire.ll Figh might also ba thoroughly sslted
and drled in the hot sun, and could then be kept zome time
without svoliling.l? Eggs provided a good scurce of protein
for the Jews, and amply suvplemented the meat requirements
of the body.

Locusts were also commonly roasted by the people. The
vings and feet ware tzken off end the intestines extracted,
then they were ss2lted, nlaced upon a sharp nlece of wood and
roasted over & fire, They were also prepared by boiling.

Since salt was used very much in the preparation of
neats it will be well to say a few words regerding it. The
8alt used in Palsstine was obtained from the marshesa along
the sea shore, from the salt lakes in the interior, end the
s2lt bede east of the Jordan. In gzthering this salt many
impurities were collected with it. Some of 1t was so impure
it could not be used a2t all; such salt would soon effloresce
and turn to dust--not to good soll, however. Other salt,
because of ite impurities, when exposed to molsture would
become insipid and useless. It was not only good for no-
thing, but acturlly destroyed all fertility wherever it
wvas thrown. This is the reason why 1t was cast into the

1l50hn 21:9.
12ark B:7.
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street to be trodden upon by man and beast.l3
Beverages

“ater was thes essential beverage of the Jew, as 1t is
of all people. The Jews depended on the rainy seasons %o
insure them of brooks of water, of fountailns, and springs,
for their water supply.

The water supoly of Palestinian citles and villages
came in part from the springs near which they were bduilt.
This supply wae, however, seldom sufficient, so that from
early dayes cigterns were hullt to cateh the waters of the
ralny season and conserve it for use during the dry summer
months. These clszterns were often dug in the solid rock,
but sometimes were pits in the gﬁounde over the bottom of
which & layer of rocks were piaoed.

In another place a well might be dug which reached _
down to en underground stream, as the famous Jacod's well.

The work of drawing water was done by the women. Thus
appears the striking character of the sign which Jesus gave
to Peter and John, by which they should know where to pre=-
pere the Passover, "There you shall meet a man bearing a
pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he en-
ters. "1# In 211 probability this was the only man in the

13yatt. 5:13.
york 14:13; Luke 22:10.
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elty that day carrying e waterpot. It is difficult to un-
derstand why he was doing such work.
The spring or well was often a quarter of a2 mile or
more from the home. "When the spring or well 1s very small

or low, and it takes a2 long time to fill e far, the women

end young girls will go out before it is light to get first
turn at the trikling streem, 913

The water wes carrled in 2 rether large earthenware
veseel. YI{ ls this practice of carrylng such a2 heavy welght
on the head that gives these women fine figures and graceful
cerriage. "16

The Jews purldfied their water by letting it stand in
these earthen Jjara. An unglazed Jar, when placed in a
breezy window, also proved o very effective means of keep-
ing water cool, much the same as our canvass water bags of
today.

Milk was alsc an lmportant part in the dlet of the
family. I% was kept in jars immersed in cool springs of
vaeter or in a nearby cave. Milk was provided largely by
the goats. If the family had a cow, it would be milksd.
Sheep alsoc were & source of milk. The shepherd used the
milk of sheep as well as that of the goats.

15E1ihu Grant, The Pessantry of Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907), p. 219.

16James Neil, Everyday An the Holy Land (New
York: The Meclkillan Co., 1920), p. 10.
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Soured milk was slsc made into cheese. Butter was made
in a goatskin churn and used for cooking purposes, though
olive oil was preferred.
Wine was frequently used by the Jews, generally at
meals. 7The wine of Palestine was very rich end therefors
wag diluted with water., Vine weas sometimes mized with

splces, especially myr=h,
dMealtime

Only two meals are mentioned in the ﬁew Tgastament:
#©i6 7o/ 17 tbpeakfast," and disrvorv ,18 “dinner.®
“here are only two formal measls a day partaken of
amonget the great mass of the people in Bible landsgs--
breaklTast at an early hour in the morning, end din-
ner, which, amongst =1l classes, is at “sundown."19
A 1light lunch was enjoyed by many around nidday. The prin-
cipal meal wae dinner, for the burning heat of the day in

Eastern countriee diminished the appetite for food.
The Table and Method of Sitting

The table of the East was generally a plece of round
leather, spread upon the floor, and upon which was placed
a sort of stool. This supported nothing but a platter.

1730hn 21:12.
18y uke 14312,
19¥e11, gp. git., p. 79.
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The seat was the floor, spread with a mattress, carpet,
cushion, upon which those whe ate sat with legs bent and
orossed. The famlly and guests sat in a circle around the
Plece of leather, with the right side towards the table, so
that one might be sald to lesn upon the bosom of 2nother.20
Slnce neither knife, fork, nor spoon was used, it wes the
custom to spread a cloth around the circular leather %o
prevent the mats from being solled.

In the time of Christ a Persilan custom alsoc prevalled
in reelining at table. Three sat upon one mat or cushion,
which was only large enough to hold that many. The:guests
reclined on their left sldes with their faces towards the
table, so that the head of the second approached the breast
of the first, and so on. From this Persian cuatom no doubt
the origln of the word o;pxny:t'/d/vas "The master of the
feest," arose.?l The center plece on the middle mat or
cushion was for the host. The middle mat or cushion and
the ocenter positicn on any given mat was the most honorable
and was the one coveted by the Pharisees.?2

In the time of Christ, the arrogant Phariseez, who,

initating the example of heathen philosophers, wished
to secure the highest merks of dlstinction, sought of

201,uke 7:36,38; 17:22,23; John 13:23.
2l30nn 2:8. :
221 uxe 14:8,10.
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course the most honourable seats at the feasts,"23
The women were not allowed at the tables of the men,

but had a table set in their own approprizte apartment.
Hode of Eating

Throughout the FEast the people, rich or poor, high or
low, both carved and a%e with their fingers. It was thus
necessary to wash the hands befors and after eating. They
dipped their hands into a common dish. Drink was handed to
each one in a cup or bowl made of brass or wood: The rich
had cups of gold and ailver, =nd servants standing by to
£111 them.

Vhen at e meal your host desires to show you speocicl
kindness or attention, he will put his right hand into
the stew, and take acme deinty plece of meat or fat
and put it in your mouth, or else roll up a ball of
greasgy rice and present it to you in the same way. .
« o« ©But At is & more delicate arrangement when the
host employs the Aimpromptu three-cornered spoon, or
"sop." For this he always uses his right hand; for
ell the carving and eating must be done with right
hand. . . . .How lifellike and unspeskably solemn in
thie view 1s the evident reference to & host's act of
kindness and condescension in putting a delicate mor-
gel in the mouth of a guest, when we read in John's
Gospel that Jesus said privately to him who leaned on
fls brermat, "He i1t 1s to wvhom I shall glve the sop
when I have dipped it." ‘

This speciel form of the sop is evidently the little
three-cornered breadspoon which is dipped into the

23John Jahn, gém,;p% Antiguities, translated from the
Latin by Thomas C. 2 (3rd American edition; London:
Thomas Ward and Co., 1832), p. 69.
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dish to bring up a delicate morsel.2%

Formal Banquets

The occesion of a wedding, = weaning, the visit of a
special guest, called for a speclal banquet. The guests
were invited by the servants, and were requeated to come a2t
a perticular time.23 @Grant says, "Invitations to a hospit-
able feast or meal are often sent out shortly before the
aoctual hour, if not just at the very time."26 It was rude
to refuse an invitation at any time, inexcusable to do it
et the last moment.

When the guests arrived, the host greeted them with a
kies,2?7 and commanded hls servants to wash their feet.28

The guests were then anointed with precious ointment,2?
and conducted to the banquet room.

Upon such an occasion the food provided was not the
usual stew, but the "fatted calf,"30 lamb, or kid barbe-
cued befors the fire. Thomson relates, "The kllling of a

24011, op. git., pp. 83 f.
25yatt. 22:3,4; Luke 14:15-20,
?‘sdfrant, op. git., ». 161,
271, uxe 7345,

281 uke 7:bl; John 13:1%,
29L,uke 7:38,39; Luke 7:46.
Mpuke 15:23.
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sheep, calf or kid in honour of a2 visitor is strictly re-
quired by their laws of hospitality, and the neglect of 1%
keenly resented.”3l It seeme that the killing, roasting,
end eating followed in rapld succession. Every effort was
put forth to make the banquet enjoyable to all,32

The feasts were alweys held towards evening. The roon
or rooms where they were held were lighted up by candles
and torches. 7The banguets were often continued until early
morning. The climate in Palestine gets gquite cold during
the night. It hes been suggested that this may afford a
clue to the explanation of the "weeping and gnashing of
teeth, 33

From these feasts, Jests, music, riddles were not ex-

oluded.3“

31l%nomson, op. git., pp. 446 .
32uke 10341,

Fuatt. 8:112; 22:13; 25:30.
Miuke 15:23-25; Judges 14:12-18.
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CHAPTER X
THE CITY AND VILLAGE

The distinction between the city and village was care-
fully made in the law of MWoses. The city had a wall around
it and wae entered by gates, while the village was without
wells and gatea.l

Though it wes not alwaye the case, yet the g?aater num-
ber of Palestinian citiee and villages were built on hilly
8ltes. The chief reason for this was the need for safety
and defense egrinst marauding tribes. The houses were bullt
close together in the villages so their walls might serve
a8 & s0lid barrier. 7The clty had a separate wall built
around it for protection,

Even more important than an elevated situation was a
weter supply, hence all Pelestinian citles of import-
ance zare near springs. The necessity of belng near a
epring led, in some cases, to the erectlon of & city
on & level plain. This was the case with Jericho; . .
. But a city "set on a hill" (Mt. 5:1%) was a common
feature of the Palestinian landscape.?

The oltles and villeges of Palestine, so far as ap=-
pearance 1s concerned, vary in size merely.

The houses of a2 small village are oftentimes Juat
as closely packed as the bulldings in a city, so theat

20eorge A. Earton, Archaeclogy 2nd the Bible (7th re-
;;;;? editigﬂ; Philadelphia: American Sundasy Schoel Union,
s Do .
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t?g v%llage>w111 look like a fragment knocked off a
clty.
Village Life

The Tarmers were the foundation of the villege. Theilr
lends leid around the village and may even extend a consid-
erable distance from 1%t. The farmere go out to their work
in the fields =nd usually they do not return until sunset.

At sunset, the village cattle and donkeys that have

been out 211 day in the neighboring common and bare

fields are brought by the herdsman to the entrasnce of
the village. There they leave him, and find thelr way
through the village lanes each to his own place of

rest for the night.

"The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib."S

Life in the village was very simple. There was intimate
knowledge of eath other's affairs, and ready sympathy in all
times of family rejoicing and sorrow. The women had much %o
epeak about as they walted at the well to fill their water
Jars. The men met in the evening to discuse the wvillage
matters and to hear the latest news. A village carpenter,
potler, and other merchants would supply the village needs.

The annusl tax paid by each adult was figured and pald

in the village in which he was born. Thus Joseph returned

3E11hu Grent, nggﬂﬁm of Psalestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Presas, %%%7 » P 43,

"’Gaorge M. Mackie, B_%g Manners and Customs (New York:
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1898), p. 130.

515.. 1:3.
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to Bethlehem.6

Village Growth

The growth of a villege was chiefly due to the caravan
routes, or its esteblishment as & eeat of government. Vil-
lages that grew into clitles were ususlly located in the good
grain cr vineyard aress. As the village grew larger the
crowded conditicns, the need for straight streets, and

plenned development beczme more end more evident.
S%reete and Lanes

dome of the streets were so narrow and winding that
they were reslly leanes or narrow a119ys.7 Dr. Thomson seys,

I have read 21l my life about orocked, narrow streets,
+ « « and no sidewalks, but I never understood till
now. How are we to get past this line of loaded cam-
els? Well, by bowing the head, creeping under, and
dodging Trom slde to side we have esccomplished that
feat; but here is a strong of donkeys carrying brush
and water; their bundles actually sweep both sides of
the atreet, and there can be no oreeping under this
time. . . . but here 1s e recess in the wall _into
which we can step untll they have vassed by.

There wns no drainage; and refuse was thrown into the
streets to be trodden under by man and animal or devoured

by the doga. The villages and cities would be ill-smelling

6ruxe 2:4.
TLuke 1B4:21.

8y, M. Thom The Land Book (London: T.
Nelson end sone:“ggéﬂ'?g . 32."'“ s o
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Places. 7The wonder is that the mortazlity rate was not much
greater than 1t was.
The narrow streets did cast shadows, which in some de-

gree counteracted the heat of the sun.
Walls and Gates

The materilal for the walls of the oity was laboriously
cut out of rock. As it was less trouble to cut one thick
cne than two smsller ones, some of these stones are of gi-
gantic size. Some of the walls were not Joined together
by mortar, but held in position by their own welght. Such
might have been the walls of Jericho. The walls of & more
fortified clty would be built up with masonry. The height
and thicknesa of the walls was depended upon to keep out

the enemy.

The city gate was large and massive. It was usually

made of oak wlth a facing of iron or bronze. Through these

gates the traffic of the main roads entered the city. The:
gates were closed at sunset and opened at sunrise. The ;
gates were secured by means of locks and large bars. Some-
times there were double gates, that is, an 1nnef and an
outer gate.9 Above the gate or at either side, strong tow-
ers were built for the use of the watchman who guarded the

eity. These towers were manned by soldiers if the city was

92 sam. 18:24,
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beaieged.
Regarding the "stralt gate"l0 Dy, Thomson states,
I have seen these strait gates and narrow ways, "with
here and there a traveller.” They are in retired cor-
ners and muat be searched for, and are opened only to
those who knock; and when the sun goes down, and the
night comes on, they are shut and locked.ll
Many of the gates in Jerusalem took their name from the

market places within, ns, the Sheep Gete and the Fish Gate.
Morket Places

The market of the city or village was ususlly its chief
street. Here the buyers and sellers met each other, here
the laden ceamels and donkeys from the country about came
wlth thelr goods, and here the people on business would
meet those who could serve them. The laborers would usual-
ly meet in the market place waiting to be hirea.l2

Shops and storerooms lined the market street. The gar-
dener with his produce, vendors of fabriecs, pottery, san-
dals, the money changers, the seribe and many others, were
found here. If no room could be found on the market atreet,
a near adjoining street was sought.

A ghop or store was a little room from six to a dozen

feet square, with a door perhaps, but seldom a window, and

Oyatt. 7:13-14; Luke 13:2h.

lllhomson, op. oit., p. 29.
12yatt. 20:2.
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& counter with the necessary shelves or bins. Dr. Thomson
desoribes the activity in the market place as follows,

The ncise is incessant, and at a distance sounds like
that of "many waters.® Every man is erying hls wares
at the top of his volce, chickens cackle and squall,
donkeys bray end fight, and the doge bark. Every liv=-
ing thing adde somewhat to the many-toned and prodigi-
cus uproar. It is now e miacellansous comedy in full
operation, vhers every actor does his best, and 1is
supremely gretified with his own performance.l3

13Thomson, oo, glt., p. ll;b-j.




CHAPIIR XI
DUBLLINGS

In the Crisntal lands the house 1s very specizlly a
place of shelter from the heat, rather then a place of pri-

vacy and protection from the cold, as in other lands,
Eerly Dwellings

Caves, mud huts, and tents were the early dwelling
places of anclent times and are still used by the Jews.
Caves cre not only numerous in Pglestine, but many of them
are both large end dry. They formed oconvenlent dwellings,
being warm in the winter and cool in the summer. One room,
or more, might be bullt of stone in front of the cave open-
ing, and the deeper recesses of the cave served well as
storage sp=ce. OCaves were frequently used by the shepherds
end their flocks. Some caves served as sepulchers for the
dead. In the times of persecution and war the caves were
used as a refuge for the oppressed and vanquished., Caves
also were the hideouts for robbers.l

Fud huts were constructed of reeds, woven in a bagket-
like form to serve as walls, which were then plastered with

mud inside and outside. Such huts were bullt for temporary

lLuke 19:46.
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use only. In Palestine they would be found largely along
the Jordan valley; and would bs inhabited by the seasonal
gardeners, who tilled the river's bank during the dry aum-
mer montha. The flood season would usually destroy these
huts, but their loss was very small, and another could be
very e=2slly built.

fents were a familiar sight. in Palestine. They pro-
vided the chelter of the Israelites during the forty years

of wandering in the desert, end stlll serve as protection

for nomadic necples. The shepherds of Palestine and travel-

ers often relied on tents for protection. Such a tent might
be only = blanket stretched across two poles, which would
thus provide shade or protection from the elements.

The emeller tents are sustained by three poles only
and covered with a fabric, woven of wool and camel's
hair; the large cnes are sustained sometimes by seven
end sometimes by nine poles. The three longeat of
these poles, whether geven or nine in number, are erect
ed in the middle, snd on each side of the middle row

are vlaced two or three others parallel, though shorter

much than thoge between them; they are covered with e
black cloth made of goat's halr, The pole in the mid-
dle is taller than any of the rest, though it rerely
exceeds eight or ten feet.

The larger kind of tents are divided by curtains into
three parts, . . . In the external division or apart-
ment the servants lodge, and during the night the young
animals also, to prevent thelr sucking the dam. In the
second apartment are the males, but 1f the tent be

smeller than usual, 211 the males of the tent, together

with the enimals Jjust mentioned, are lodged together.

The third or interior spartment is alloted to the women.Z2

2John Jehn, B Antiquitieg, translated from the
Latin by Thom:s C. Upham (3rd American edition; London:
Thomas VWard and Co., 1832), p« 22.
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On the floor of the tent were mats or carpsts of var-
lous sizes and textures, depending upon the wezlth of the
owner, Light waz orovided by & flax wick inserted in a
shell-like dish, which was fillled with olive oil. A fire
Plzce consisted of "three stones, placed so as to form a
triangle. In the wmiddle of them is a small excavation of
the earth, wvhere the fire is kindled; the vessels are placed
over it uoon the stones."? On the center poles of the tent
clothing, wineskins, end the lamps were hung.“ The mill-
stone, cooking utensils, blankets, and the Jars and baskets
of food completed the furnishings of the tent.

The House

Due to a plentiful supply of rock and stone in Palss-
¥ine, the wajority of the houses were constructed of these
materlals. Some houses, however, were made of clay that had
been formed into tiles.

The foundation of the house was merely a levelled area
of ground. The climate of Palestine eliminated the neces-
81ty of digging down below the frost line to make a seocure
foundation. The builder was careful, however, to choose a

site above the level of a stream or watercourse. He was

31pad.
byuke 8:16.




132
sure the ground on which he built his house was solid.5
The walle of stone houses were constructed of rough
stones of a great variety of sizes. The stones were set
in clay or mud, and the spaces between them were filled

wilth this same wud. If these spsces were not carefully

sealed, serpents and scorpione might crawl into them.6 The

largest stones were placed in the corners, and they served
&8 2 gulde by which the bullder was able to keep the walls
of the house fairly straight.

The doorwvaya were simply an opening about six feet in
helght and perhaps two to three feet wide, and made by the
vertical sides left in the wall. The doorway framework was
squared masonry sldes or & frame of wood bullt into the
vall, The doors were made of besams or heavy planks and
vere hinged onto the framework so they would open freely.
The dcoor was usually locked by a wooden bar, which was laid
in hooks that were fastened on the back side of the door.

The windows were narrow slits high up in the wall,

The windows were fitted with a2 lattice-work of wood or
covered with a heavy cloth in the winter months, and then
"left open or covered with a thin vell during the summer
time. These high narrow windows discouraged thieves, whlle
at the same time éhuttlng out the vision of the passer-by,

SLuke 6:48-49.
6Amos §3:19.
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yet they permitted the people inside the house to see-out
without being seen. "Thue Solomon looked through his lat-
tice to observe the 1life of the city and gather material
for his proverbs (Frov. 7:6).%7 The windows also served as
an escaps for the smoke of the Tires bullt in the house
since chimneys were not used.

The houses generally had no floor sxcept the earth,

which waa smoothed off snd packed hard. Sometimes

thls was varled by mixing lime with the mud and let-
ting 1t harden, and sometimes rlogrs of stone chip-
pings mixed with lime were found.

Zhe roofs of the houses were flat and rseted on heavy
beams set in the walls of the house. Smaller branches or
8plit sticks of wood were laild across the beams at inter-
vals of perhape three inches, then others were lald across
these, then 2 layer of reeds, straw, or weeds. Upon this
was spread a coat of clay which was trodden down. Another
layer of branchss may then bs placed down, and next =
stratum of dry earth from six to eight inches deep, over
which wes plastered & layer of mixed straw and clay. An
occasionel depression on the back edge of the road, fur-
nished with a spout, carried off the raln water. ©Such a

roof’ naeded constant care. After the first rains of the

7Arthur Y. Klinok, Home Life &*g ggg (31.-.
Louis: Concordiz Puhlishing House, 19 7, 5 f

Sceorge A. Barton, Archaeology and She Bible (7th re-
{;g;? editig;. Philadelphia. American Sundey School Unlon,
» De .
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winter months it had to be rolled with a stone roller,
vhlich was kept on the roof for that purpose. Around the
roof a psrapet had to be built.? This might consist of a
railing or an extension of the walls of the house.

In order to reach the roof, a stalrway of stone or of

brick, with carefully smoothed steps and a rail, waa

raised from street level to roof line. Or a stalrway

night be built inside the house, emerging at one cor-

ner of the roof where the walls extended upward and

forming 2 penthouselike structure from which the fam-

11y stepped out onte the roof.l0

The roof was used for various domestic purposss, such
as spreading flax, drying raleins and figs. Durling the
feaat of the tabernacles, booths were erected upon them.
The roof was elso sought as a place for prayers and private
meditstions, 1 Any public proclamation could be conven-
iently made from the housetops, and sc our Lord says, *Vhat
ye hear in the easr, that preach ye upon the house-tops.*12
The roof was, agailn, an excellent place for watching.any
dieturbance going on in the neighborhood. During the sum-
mer months the Jews would sleep on the roof for the sake of
the cooler alr. Also "On old earth roofs patches of grass

grow, 2nd even grain has been seen springing up in such

9Deut. 22:8.
10x11nok, op. oit., pp. 66 f.
11,0t 10:9.

12, att. 10:27; Luke 12:3. .
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placee. *13

* The upper room, in which Jesus ate the Passover and
instituted the Lord's Suprner, might well have heen a room
bulilt at cne aside of the houas "by extending the outer walls
upwerd and adding inner walls resting on supports beneath

the roof and reaching to the ground level. "1%
The Interior of the House

lost houses hed only one room and floor level, which
served ce hoth sleeping and cooking quarters. Another type
of house had o rsised flcor level running along one side of
the ﬁall. On this higher floor level the famlly lived, and
on the lower floor they kept thelr sheep, goets, and chick-

ens.
Furnishings

The floor of the house night be covered in pert with
etraw mats or woven rugs. CGraln and food bine would stand
along one wall. Lerge Jars might be placed against the
wall or in esome corner. One Jar was used to hold water
brought from the spring or well; another was used for

olives; and a third for olive o0il. The housewife also had

13g11hu Grant, The Peasantry of Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907), p. 27.

4%11n0k, gp. eit., p. 67.
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wooden bread bowles and kneading troughs, copper cookling
vessels, slevea, the stone flour mill, & water bottle made
from a gost's skin, and various baskets.

From the roof bsawms wineskins, dried bunches of rai-
sins, and 2 lamp might be hanging. A recess or closet in
the wall contained the bedding.

The stove, a3 in the tent, might be a circular hole
dug in the earth and lined with stones. Cooking utensils
were set on stones or hung from a tripod ovsr the fire.

The fuel consisted of etraw, brushwood, or dried animal
dung.

The bed in these houses was but a very lightly stuffed,
flexible pallet. It could be easily rolled upl5 and put in
2 cloaet by daoy and brought out and lald on the floor at
night. On these thin, light beds the sick were often car-
ried about. Hething would be easler than to take such a
bed rolled into a small bundle and carry it sway to one's
house.16 _

Since the house contained only one room in most cases,
1t must be realized in the Parable of the Importunate
Friendl? that to rise, find the bread, and open the barred
door would necessitate the awakening and disturbing of the

1550hn 5:8; Luke 5:24,
6uatt. 9:6; Mark 2:11.
17Luxe 11:5-8.

et e
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sleep of the wholes family.
Hany times the mettresses or pallets would be lald
next to each other on the floor and a common cover would be

shared. This would perheaps be the pleture to which Jesus

referred when He spoke of "two men in one bed."18

To the Orientel it ia 2 thing of horror to be in a

darkened house, so, 2ll night & lemp is kept burning. Even
the poorsat people have this burning lamp. Among the dil-
igent domestic duties of the “virtuous wompn' we reed, "Her
oandle /Jamp/ goeth not out by night,*1?

In the earliest times lamps were simply wicks stuck
into & saucer of o0ill and ignited. Of course the wick
would easily fell down into the o0il and the light
would be extinguvished. The earliest device to prevent
this was to make a saucer of irregular shape, with a
8light notch in one side in which the wick could lle.
As %ime went on this reating place for the wick de-
veloped more and more into a spout. . . .

In the Hellenlatic period two improvements in the mak-
ing of lamps occurred. The first consisted in a still
further develcpment of the spout until 1ts sides al-
moat met and formed a nearly closed vessel. The second
improvement . . . congisted in the making of a small,
covered saucer. In the middle of the cover was & small
round hole into which the oil was poured; and at one

" slde & spout protruded and the wick came through this.

It was lamps such as these, probably of the Hellenls-
tic type, to which Christ alluded in the parsble of
the ‘WVise and Foolish Virgins (Mt. 25:1-12). Such a
lamp would not contain oil enough to burn &all night,
go that to carry it to a prolonged feast without a

supply of oil was a striking example of 1mprov1dsnoe.3°

18, uke 17:34.
19Prov; 91:18.
205arton, op. cit., pp- 188 f.




CHAPTFR XIX
THE ARTS AND SGIEHCEB
Literature

The only references in Jeaus' words to literature cre
solely to the 01d Testament writings. Jesus referred to
whet was "written in ths law of ikoses, and in the prophets,
end in the psalms. %l One reference mentioned 2 "proverb, "2
and the term "Scripture”" occurs twice.? These writings
might well be called books. They were written on skins, on
linen, on cotton cleth, or on the reed paspyrus. If th?
book was large, 1t waa of course formed of a number of
skins, of = number of vleces of linen or cotton cloth, or
of papyrus, connected together., 35ince these were very
flexible meterials, they were rolled around a stick, and
if they were very long, around two, from the two ends. The
reader unrolled the book to the place he wanted and rolled
1t up 2gain when he had reed it.* The leaves thus rolled
around the stick, end bound with a string, could be easily

lLuke 24:44,

2puke 4323.

330hn 5:39; Luke 4:21.
Uy uxe 14317-20.
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sesled.S .
A brush or 2 split reed were used to write upon the
above meterials, The ink was & mixture of water with ococals

broken o pleces, or with soot, with an addition of gum,
Husloe

The muslcal inatruments of the Jews included the harp,
the pealtery, the pipe, the trumpet, and various sorts of
drume. dJegus mentions the “trumpet"6 and the “pipe,"7
which we will consider.

The trumpet waz an ancient instrument. It was made of
the horns of oxen and the ram's horns. It wae greatly used
in war or to esssemble the people, and its sound resembled
thunder. It 1s probable, that in some instances 1t was
mede of brass, rashioned 8o as to resemble a horn.

fhe pipe was

conical in shape end about 4 inches long, 1 1/8 inches

wide 2% one end, and about 1/2 inch wide at the mouth-

pieoe. It was perforated at the side by two holes;

e « « Probably a mouthplece of reed was flitted into
it. I% was possible to make several notes cn it.8

51saiah 29:11; Revelation 5:1.

6iatt. 6:2.

TLuke 7:32.

Boeorge A. Barton, Archasology and the Bible (7th re-

vised edition; Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union,
1937), p. 196.
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Hedleclne

The Eible contalns meny references to sickness and
healing. Jesus sneaka of the blind, the leper, the lame,
the deaf, sores, nlague, and the physiclan. Yet there 1s
not sufficilent information for us to determine Jjust how
much the Jews knew about sickness and medicilne.

Some acguaintance with chirurgical operations 1s im-
plied in the rite of circumcision. That rmineral baths
wvere deemed worthy of notice may be inferred from Genesis
36:24, The warm medicel springs in the vicinity of the
Dead See would bring relief for rheumatism, arthritis.
"ficute eye infections, increased by the sun's glare and the
filthy Guet of the streets, often led to blindness. "3

Eany external wounds vere ftreated by home remedles.
The Cood Samaritan applied olive oll and wine into the
wounds of the traveler.l® Cooked figs served as poultice
for boils.ll The balm, or beslsam, was particularly cele-
brated ae a medicine.l? ¥hatever other mixtures of herbs
and roots and berries might have been used cannot be dster-

9arthur V. Klinek, Home Lk:*iln §1§%g Timeg (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishing Héusa, 1947), p. 109.

10r,uxe 10:34.
112 Kings 20:7.
12jeremiah 8:22.
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mined. %e do know that 2ll the diseases responded to the
Great Physician, as 1s attested by His miracles of healing.

Aatronomﬁ'

That the Jews concerned themselves with time and its
measurements is clearly shovn in their division of the day
and night, weeks, months, and years. In Jesus' words we
find references only to the "early morning"l3 and the
various hours of the day and night.lu We will 1limit our
discussion to these.

The morning waes dlvided into two parts, the first of
which began when the eastern, the second when the western
division of the horizon was illuminated. The householder
in the Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyardl3 went to
the marketplace ,U/,‘L ﬂ'ﬁqu » "with the morning," or when
only the eastern division of the horizon was illuminated.
The "heat of the day"l6 began about nine o'clock during the
summer months.

The Hebrew day began at sunset and ended at sunset the
next day. Day and night averaged twelve hours each,l?

Matt, 20:1.
yatt. 20:3,5,6,9,12; Luke 12138,
15yatt. 20:1-16.

16yatt. 20:12.

1750nn 11:9.
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though in the summer the deys would be about fourteen hours
in length. The "third hour"--noon, the "ninth hour"--3:00
P.m., the "eleventh hour'--5:00 p.m.

The night watchee in the time of Christ were patterned
after the Homan system and consisted of four. The "first
wateh" was from twilight to nine co'clock, the "second
vatch” was from nine to twelve, the. "third watch® or "cock-
erowing” was from twelve to three, and the "fourth watch"
vas from three o'clock till day-break.

The sun disl wee commonly used to measure time. This
instrument was of no use during the night or on ocloudy days.
In consegquence of this defect the water-clock was used.

The water-clock wasz & small circular vessel, constructed of
thinly beaten copper or brass, with a small hole in the bot-
tom. It was placed in another vessel filled with water.

The dizmeter of the hole in the bottom was such, that it
filled with water in three hours and sank. A servant

tended it at all times so fairly =ccurate time could be
kept.




CHAPTER XIII
DOMESTIC- ANIMALS, WILD ANIMALS, AND FOVL
The Camel

There were two kinds of camels. The one was the Turk-

ish, dlstingulshed by two protuberances on the back. This
kind wes very large and strong, and could carry up to fif-
teen hundred pounds on its back, yet it was very impatient ?
of the heat. The other kind, which was in common use among :
the Jews, was the Arablan or one-humped camel, also called
the dromedary. The dromedary was the more rapid in its
movement, endured the heat better, was of a finer breed
than the other, and was used for riding purposes. The
dromedary 1s "long habituated to complaining, whether made
to kneel or rise agein, utters grating gutturals from his
long throet. He 1s the Oriental striker, objecting, vocal-
1y, at least, to every new demand upon him, "l
The dromedary was sble to carry about five hundred
pounds. It traveled about eight or nine miles an'hour and
was able to keep up this steady pace for many hours. It
required 1i1ttle food and was able to endure thirst from
sixteen to forty days. The sole was also very thick and

1E1ihu Grant, The Pe try of Palestine (Chicago:
The Pilgrim Press. 19077 oo 1ov
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thie protected the foot of the camel from the burning sand.
Before sterting out on & Journey, the hump of the camel'was
inspected to make sure 1t could carry the heavy load. The
nostrils of the camel have velves which the camel may close
against the blasts of sand.

Vnen the ocamels were loaded and set out upon a Jjourney,
they followed one after another. The second was tied %o the
firet by a woolen cord, the third to the second,'and 80 on.
The average caravan consisted of seven camels. The servant
led the first one, and was informed by the tinkling of a
bell on the lsat one 1f the caravan was still together,
Vhen passengers were teken on a Journey they rode as on a
horse; or when two went together they sat im baskets which
vere thrown across the camel, so as to balance each other,
Sometimea they traveled in en enclosure resembling s amall
house, which was secured to the back of the camel. It was
often divided into two apartments so the passenger was able
%o carry some small plieces of furniture with him, and could
8l% in either apertment. These enclosures were protected
by veils, which were not rolled up, except in front; so the
peseenger had the privilege of looking out while keeping
himself concealed. These enclosures were mostly used by
women.2 If the passenger wished to descend, the camel

would not kneel down as on other occasions, but the passen-

23enesis 31:17.
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ger took hold of the eservant's staff and by the ald of 1t
alighted.3

Besldes thelr use asg transportation, the camel's milk
was drunk, though 1t wae thick. When the milk became acid,
1% vas inebriating. The flesh was eaten by the Arabs, but
wag unclean %o the Jews. The hair, wvhich was shed every
year, was made into elothing by the poorer people, though
1% was a very coarse cloth. b

Iwo proverbs, based on camels, were spoken by Jesus
and recorded in Hatthew's Goepel.s The first of these, re-
gerding the oamsl vassing through the eye of a needle, haa
bsen interoreted in various ways. If any interpretation is
o e accented the following one seems to be the mest plaus-
ivie.

Virllas of eestern cities have large wooden or iron
gates. AL sunset these gates are closed for the night and
not opened again until sunrise. "Yhen any person has to
22 aduitted or allowed to leave the city by night, a small
door fixed into the larger one is opened. This door 1is
called the 'needle's eye.'"S Camels laden with burdens

3Genesis 2h:bl,
hiats. 3:4.
SMatt. 19:24; Luke 18:25; Matt. 23:24.

6
Barbara M. B Strange Seriptures That Perplex
gﬂﬂ 19ar :lnﬁbig:::d Rnpids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
» Do 'R
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would have difficulty walking through a wide pgate; even an
unburdened camel would need a large gate to enter into a
eity. Jesus' hearers surely understood that a2 camel could
not enter the small door called the needle's eye, as could
& rich man, trusting in his riches, enter heaven.

In reference to the Phariseea' straining at gnats but
swallowing camels,7 two theorlies might be given in explana-
tion. First, one might nicture a watering hole for the
flocks, which were found in Palestine and in the desert
arese. fiere came a Pharisee that was thirasty. Carefully
he would strain the gnats off the water hole so he could
get a drink, and yet lying at the bottom of the water hole
vag a dead and decaying camel which the Pharisee dldn't
seem to mind. Secondly, we might picture a Pharisee, walk-
ing along the road, gagging at the gnats that keep flying
into his mouth, but slong comes a camel which he swallows
right dowvn. Of course the first theory is the more plaus-
ible, but by the proverb Jesus would show how fussy the
Parisees were sbout little things, but they overlooked the

important aspects of merecy and justice.
The Ass

¥ith us the ass is a symbol of stupidity and stubborn-
ness, while in the East it is especially remarkable for 1its

Tuatt. 23124,
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patience, gentleness, meek submission, and great power of
endurance. The ass was the animal of peace, a8 the horse
was the animal of war; hence the appropriateness of Christ
in Hie triumphal entry riding on an ass. "The most noble
and honorable ameng the Jews were wont to be mounted on
asses. "°

The color of the ass is red, inclining to a brown.
"Some are party-colored, unless perchance such are painted;
for the Crientals to this day are in the habit of painting
their horses and oxen,"? They were used in plowing, in
pulling carts, 28 pack animels, and for transportation.
Yhen they were ridden, s saddle, oconsisting of a plece of
cloth, was thrown over the back of the animal on which the
rider sat. The ass was guided by 2 rein placed in its
mouth. If a2 servant was employed he would lead the ass.
Yhen the ass had no rider, the servant would follow after
with his staff and apply the etaff if it was necessary to
quicken the pace of the animal. The she-ass was considered
the most valuable on account of her colts.lO0

The wild asses of the Bible are supposed to have sprung

from domestic ssses, which, when the occaslon was avallable,

8w1114am Smith, A D of Bible, revised
and edited by F. H.’éﬁ&‘%?!i?n%§§bubot Philadelphia: The
John C, Vinston Co., 1948), p. 61.

9Jehn, op. git., p. 30.

10yptt. 21:28.
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ecquired thelr freedom. They are a fearful animal, swift
in flight, but ocan be tamed if they ere captured while
Young.il They feed on the mountsins and in the salt val-
leys. Their sense of smell is very keen, which enables
them to scent waters at a great dlstance. Thus travelers

who are very thirsty are accustomed to follow them, 12
The Cattle

These animels are smaller in criental countries than
emong us, =2nd they heve certain protuberances on the back
directly over the forefeet. There was no animal in the
rural economy of the Jews thet was held in higher esteem
then the ox. The ox was the animal upon whose labor de-
pended all the ordinery operations of farming. They were
used for plowing, tread-out grain, for pulling all manner
of farm implements, and frequently burdens were transported
on theilr backs. Cattle were sometimes atall-red,13 though
as a general rule they fed in the plains or on the hills of
Palestine.

The milk of the cows wes commonly used as & beverage
and was also made into cheese. Anciently, butter was not

much used, as olive oil was preferred for all household and

1150b 11:12.
12pgaim 104:11; Jeremish 15:6.
13, uke .17:7.
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cooking needs. The meat of the cattle was eaten. XMany a

fatted calf was killed for a feast.lh
Chickens

Chickens were ralsed by the Jews, for 2 hen "that does
not hateh its eggs" i1s spoken of by Jeremish.l5 Ohrist al-
so raferred tc the hen and her brood,16 end to the cock
that would crow when Peter would deny Him.17

Dogs

The dog could almost have been classified as a wild
animal. As numerous as these animsls were in orilentsl
citles, they were universslly abhorred, with the exception
of the hunting dog. The shepherd dog wes also shown some
ccnaideration. To be called & dog was & cutting reproach,
full of bitter contempt.l8 The appellation "dead dog? in-
dicated imbecility.l? The reward of prostitution was
called, by way of contempt, "dog's hire."20 The Jews in

W uke 15:23.

1saerem1ah 17:11.

16uxe 13134,

17 uke 22:34.

1855b 30:1; Proverbs 26:11; Luke 16:21.
19 samuel 24:14.

2°Deutermnomv 23:18.
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the time of Christ were accustomed to ¢call the Gentiles
doge. Jesus, in order %o ecbate the severity of the name,
used the term Kuve0105 ,21 which means "little dog," as
the Jews were inclined at times to show hpecial favora to
& young pup and even keep such about the house, Impudent
end contsntious men were sometimes called dogs,22

Doge in the East, except those employed in hunting and
shepherding, had no masters. They wandered free in the
streeta and lived upon the garbage which was thrown into
the streeta. Deing often at the point of starvation, they
devoured corpees, and in the night even attacked living
men.?3 They ran ebout the citles and villagse in large
packs, and whenever any tumult arose.in the night they
started a terrific barking. Zven vhen the people mourned
through the streeta for their dezad, the dogs responded with
thelr howls.

Jackals

These animals are about three and & half feet long,
have yellow heir, a tall also of yellow, with the tip of
brown. They go together in packs, lie in caves during the
day, and wender about howling through the night. The

2lyuatt, 15:26.
22uatt. 7:6.

7 23pgaim 22:16,20; Pealm 59:15; 1 Kings 14:11; 2 Kings
137. -
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“foxes" Samson omught2¥ were no doubt jackals, as the fox
1s solitary in his habits, but three hundred Jackals might
easlly be cornered in a cave.
The Jackals are brave enough to meke their way into
houses for the purpose of stealing food. Dr. Jahn relates,
They have sc little cunning, that wvhen thieving in a
house 1f they hear one of the herd howling outside
they immedistely set up & responsive ery, and thus be-
tray to the master of the house their predatory vis-
itation.25
There are vast numbers of jackals in Palestine, particular-
1y in Galilee, =nd near CGaza and Joppa. These animals de-
vour the bodles of the dead and even dig them up from their
greves. Though they are feroclous, they can be kept at bay
with a short club. Jeackals do much damage to the vines in

the vineyarde.
The Fox

The fox was nearly the same size as the jeockal, and
wag often confused with i1t. The fox was solitary in 1ts
hebits and was one of the worst enemies of the vineyard,

The Wolf

The wolf is a fierce animal of the same speciles as the
dog which it resembles. It was the dread of the shepherds

zu?udgas 1534,
25Jahn, op. git., p. 32,
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of Paleastine., "The common color is gray with a tinting of
Tawn, and the hair /of the mane/ 1s long and black, "26
The wolf liked to prey at night, especially upon sheep and
lambs, 27

Serpenis and Scorpilons

The term used for sesrpent in the Bible 1s the generilc
name of any serpent. Serpents have the habit of lying con-
cealed in hedges, in holes of walls, and under piles of
brush.

The scorplon is a well-known venemous insect of Palea-
tine and other hot climates. It is black and shaped much
like & lobster end varies in length from three to six inches.
Scorplons sre usually found in dry and dark places, under
stones and in ruins. They are carnivorous in their habits,
and move slong the ground in a threatening attitude, with
tall elevated. The sting, which 18 slituated at the end of
the tall, hes at its base a gland that secretes a poisonous
fluid, which 1s discharged into the wound Pw two minute
needle-point openings at its extremity. The sting often
occasions much suffering, snd sometimes alarming symptoms.
"There 1s no imaginable likeness between an egg2® and the

263m1th, op. git., p. 749.
27Matt. 10:16.
28 uxe 11:12.
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black scorpion of Palestine, neither in size nor color, nor

when the tail is extended, in shsape."2?
Birds

The sparrow 1s a very common bird in Palestine. Dr.
Thomson, in speaking of the great numbers of the house-
gparrowve and flald-sparrows of Palestine, says,

They are a2 tame, troublesome and impertinent genera-
%ion, and nestle Just where you do not want them. They
« o« o build in the windows and under the beams of the
roof, and would stuff your hat full of stubble in half
& day 1f they found it hanging in a place to suit them,
« « « These birds asre snared and caught in great num-
bers, but they are small and not much relished for
food, five sparrows may still be sold for two farth-
ings;30 and vhen we see their countless numbers, and
the eagerness with wvhich they are destroyed as a
worthless nuisence, we cen better apprecicte the as-
surance that our heavenly Father, who takes care of
them, 3o that none can fall to the ground without his

| notice,3l will surely take care of us, who are of more
velue than many sparrows.3l2

Doves

There are many varieties in Palestine; and though they
differ in color yet their habits are much the same. ZThey
are very rapid in flight; they prefer to dwell in the rocks,
olive groves, and valleys, "away from the haunts of the

zg'.l‘homon. op. git., p. 2h6.
Opuke 12:6; of. Matt. 10:29.
Myatt. 10:29; Luke 12:6.
32Thmnscm, ovn. ecit., »n. 43,
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oruel hunters, of whose society they are pecullarly sus-
piclous. "33 Their ory is very mournful snd plaintive.
"Doves delight in clear waterbrooks, and often bathe in
them, "34 Doves are kept in a domesticated state in many
parts of the East.

Ragles

At leaat four distincet kinds of eagles have been ob-
served in Palestine, namely, the golden eagle, the spotted
eagle, the imperiesl eagle, and what we know as the common
eagle. Eagles inhabit the mountainous areas and will nest
upon an almoet inaccessible crag of rock. Esgles are known
to swoop down on stray lambs or kids and carry them to
their young. Like vultures, eagles frequently prey upon
dead bodles.35 Their power of vision is almost incredible.
Flying in mid-heaven, they can spot a field mouse, then like
a bolt from the sky, down they come, head foremost, with
wings collapsed, suddenly, with two or three flaps of thelr
lerge wings and with talons extended, they snatch thelr prey
and continue their flight.

331pida., p. 270.
#1psa., p. 271.
Bruke 17:37.
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Raven

The raven resembles the crow, but is larger, weighing
about three pounds. Itz black color is more irridescent,
and 1t¥s croak 'ls harsher than that of the crow. The raven
is 2 common bird in Palestine. It has the hablt of flying
"hither snd thither, a=s if it could not rest,"36 in con-
atant search for food to satisfy its voracious appetite.
This surely is the resson it was selected by our Lord as a

special object of God's loving care.37

36‘1‘homson, op. eit., ». 50.
Luke 12:20,




CHAPTER XIV
MONEY AND MEASURES

Comnerce could not be very well carried on without
money or colin, nor without a system of measures. The Jews,
while in captivity used the money and messures of their
conquerors, therefore, these are to be dlstingulshed from
these befors and those after the captivity. Our purpose
will be to discuss those in use after the captivity. In
many inztsnces, especiaslly in measures, 1ittle difference

can bs noted.

Money

There is no trece of stamped coln previous toc the cap=-
tivity. The value of goods was estimated by a certzin quan-
tity of silver or gold. MNerchants were accordingly in the
habit of carrying with them balances 2nd weights. During
the captivity of the Jews and after theilr return from 1it,
they made use of the mcney of other nations. The money or
coin which the Jews used was the Persiasn, Oreclan, and Ro-
man. It was not until the time of the laocabean rulers
that the Jews had 2 mint of their own. Yet Jewish coln 1s
not mentioned in Jesus' words.

The smallest coin mentioned in the New Teatament 1is
the Greek )\El-n‘-rov ,"the small one" or "the bit." It was
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two of these that the widow oast into the treasury.l The
mite wes, then, worth about one-eighth of a cent.

The most common silver Roman coin was the dnvipivs ,
translated in the Authorized Version as "penny" and in the
Revised Version as "shilling. "2 Its welght varied at dif-
ferent times. "In the time of Christ i1t welghed about
61.3 grains Troy, and was worth 16 2/3 cents of American
money.“3 The tribute money shown to Christ was probably a
denarius of Tiberius. The denarius was so named because
1t originally was the equivalent to ten ikvgkl& or small
copper coins, but in Jesus' time the AGTwE 0/ was reduced
to one-sixteenth of the denarius.5 The Accijosov/ is men-
tioned in ¥atthew 10:29 and Luke 12:6 where the Authorized
Version translates it "farthing." It was worth about a
cent.

The Roman coin K0 J2a'v705, or the fourth part of an
JKJ%LIOV’ » Wes worth about one quarter of a cent. It is

also trenslated "farthing" in the Authorized Version.b A

Lyerk 12:42; Luke 21:2; 12:54.
2Matt. 20:2; Luke 20:2h, :
3ceorge A. Barton, Archaeoclogy and the Bible (7th re-

vised edition; Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union,

1937), p. 206.
brpaq.
SIbid.
6Matt. 5:26; Mark 12:42,
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K GJ/S'?-:/""C"' S wes equal to two mites. .

'The Greek (-~ Y,uAS mentloned in Luke is translated
"piece of silver."?

The (i Ik YAMAS corresponded roughly in value to the

dnvdiorvs « Drachmas hed been issued by many A4if-

e o e e L e
The "piece of money"? which Peter found in the mouth of the
figh was s sllver ¢ 7« r,;s,, « The stater was worth about
four drachmas or sixty-five cents.

The Gre.ek mvZ , translated "pound"l0 yas worth ap-
proximately fifteen and a half dollars. The value of the
"talent"1ll varied in different countries. The Greek silver
telent was equal to sixty minae, or approximately one thou-
sand dollars. Thayer thinks thet in the New Testament the
Syrien talent is referred to, wl;tioh was equal to about 237
dollars,12

The changing values of the various colns provided

plenty of ovportunity for the money changers in the temple,

"Luke 15:8.

Baartpn, op. git., p. 206,

Oratt. 17:27.

10; uke 19;13.

lyate. 25:15.

lzJoseph H. Thayer, A Greek-E ex

Lexloon of the New
2 g gzmoted edition; New York: American Book Co.,
’ Po .
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the tax collectors, and the wise merchants to become wealthy
at the expense of the ignorant and unfortunate populace.

Lineal Measures

Almost 211l nations heve taken their measures of length
from the parts of the human body. Ye are only able to give
an epproximation of this standard of measurement.t3

The emallest length was the fingerbreadth or digit,

somewhat less than an inch. Four fingerbreadths made one

handbreadth or palm. A span was considered as being the
length from the end of the thumb to the end of the 1little !
finger, or three palms. A cubitlu extended from the elbow §
to the knuckles and was considered spproximately eighteen i
inches. Another measure was the length of a man's arm. A i
reed was slx cubits or the length of a man's body. The |
stadium or furlong was 606 feet. This was a Creek measure

adopted by the Jews. A Sabbath day's Journey seems to have ;
been sbout two-thirds of & mile.l5 The milelé was a Roman |
measurement consisting of 4854 feet. YA little way"l? was !

13John Jahn, Bib , translated from the |
Latin by Thomes C. Upham (3rd American edition; London: ;
Thomas ‘iard and Co., 1832), ». 32.
141 uke 12:25; Matt. 6327.
15actes 1:12. j
16uatt. 5:41.
17Gen. 48:7. :
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approximetely four miles, about the distance one could walk
in an hour. & day's Jjourney varied from twenty %o thirty
mlles. I% wes the distance one could cover in seven or
elght hours of actusl traveling time.
hen our Lord mentioned Af we were Ycompelled" to go
one mile, we should go two (}t., 5:41) He was referring
to & well-known Pereilan custom. Vhen a Fersian mes-
senger carried the message of the empire he could com-
pel inhabltants of a locality %o carry his baggage for

one mile, or to perform any service the messenger com-
nended, 18 :

Liquid KMeasure

The log wus the smalleat unit for measuring liquids.
‘The Jews figured the log as the amount of water displaced
by sirx hen's eggs, roughly the equivalent of our pint. "9
The hin was twelve logs, about six quarts, or one and a half
gallons, BSix hins made one bath, which was about nine gal-
lons. The "firkins® referred to in the atory of the wedding -
of Cens?0 are believed to be the same mensure as 2 bath.
The homer or cor, the equivalent or-ten baths, or ninety

gellons, was the largest ligulid measure,

18
Bermiard Reamm, Protestant %gid:nggjsﬁlgn
(Boston: W. A. Wilde company, 19!!‘5%0 ,mp“.

19Arthur ¥. Klinck, Foms Life in Bible Times (St.
Louls: Concordia Publishlng'nouse. 1947), p. 119.

2050nn 2:6.
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Dry Measure

A handful 1s a measure that 1s not accurately de-
£ined.?l The cab waes & measure of small dimensions ap-
proximately two quarts. Six cabs make one seah.22 Three
seahs was the common quantity for a baking or about ten
querts. Three seahs make one ephah, roughly a bushel. The
homer was ten ephahs, about ten bushels. This was the
largest common unit. The Roman .« o//0s , translated
"bushel”23 in the Authorized Version, contains sbout a peck
in our measure. This would be a handy size for the house-
wife to handle.

2l ov. 232,
22%att. 13:33; Luke 13:21.
23Mett. 5:15.




CHAPTER XV
TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT

In describing the occupations of the Jews we cannot
leave out the means of communication by which trade and
ordinary intercourse were carried on. Hardly anything is
more distinctive of Oriental as compared with American life,
than their mode of traveling, and in this respect, as in
many respects, 1little progress has been made through the

yeare,
Roads

No effort was made to construct roads in the modern
sense of the term, until the Roman period. The Romans in-
troduced regular paved roads with milestones, but thaqe
have long since fellen into a state of utter disrepair, so
that the simple rough foot paths that have existed from
time immemorial still suffice for Palestinian travel. These
paths were often very rough and winding. They were never
surveyed and repaired. They were simply devoted to publioc
use by custom. The Jew usually followed the line of least
resistance across the country, through valleys and gorges,
along mountain ridges, and across fords in the river. Vhen
it passed along the side of or through the field, the far-
mer would often pile the stones from his fleld on the path.

e
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He plowed up to the very edge of the narrow path and put in
hie seed. There were neither fencee nor ditches to sep-
arate the rcad from the field. It was along such a road
that Jesus and the disoiples were traveling when they
plucked the ears of wheat on the Sabbath.l It was such a
road to which Jesus alluded in the Farable of the Sower,
"Some seed fell by the wayside."?

Yode of Travel

Foot travel is the rule among peasants. Those whose
busineses tekes them away from the home village walk
the entire day with sbout the same endurance that they
work in the fislde at home. The few who own donkeys
walk behind thelr loaded animals.

The foot traveler carried with him everything that he
needed for the way, his staff, his cloak, his purse con-
taining drled frult, nuts, parched wheat, and perhaps a
1ittle bread, and his gourd or Jer filled with water. Thus
the traveler, or & whole company, would Jjourney to attend a
Teatival.

Y“hen grouns of peasants are on the road there is much

talk, often laughter, horse-play, Jgking, chaffing;
sometimes bickering and quarreling.

1}!&1:"- 12:1.
2Matt. 13:L; Mark bib; Luke 8:5.°

3Elihu Grant, The P of Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Press, 1907ng. p. 153. s

41pia., p. b7.
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Dr. Thomson relates this interesting note regarding
travel.

You are going to your brethren in the neighboring

villages, and the best way to get to their hearts and

thelr confidence is to throw yourself upon thelr hos-
pitality. Nor was there any degarture from the simple
manners of the country in this.
How slgnificant, then are the words of Christ when He says,
Take nothing for your Journey, neither staves, nor scrip,
neither money; neither have two coats aplece. And whatso-
ever house ye enter into there abide and thence dopart.'6

The transport of goods and merchandise was 2lmost all
done by beggage animals. In the desert areas camels were
used, and the traveling was done chiefly by night %o escape
the heat and the bands of robbers.

Camels cen be used only in dry weather, as thelr large

spongy feet slip on the muddy ways and they are apt to

fall spread-eagle fashion and be fatally hurt.?

In connection with Jesus' words, "Af the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch,"® Dr. Thomson
made this observation,

There 1s an irresistible bias in Orientals of all re-

ligions to run after the mere shadow of a prophet or

miracle worker. . . . I myself saw long files of
blind leading the blind, as they hastened to a sup-

54, M. Th Th L% and Book (London: T.
Nelson and SOn:?'ggéingb. . S .

6Luke 9:3; Matt. 10:9,10.

7Grsnt, op. eit., p. 155.
Bratt. 15:14.

han e o o

o DTy Sy A —




165

posed stream of wonder-working water.?

Travel by water wse especlally common on the Sea of
Galilee vhere many fishing vessels were used. These ves-
sels resembled very much the simple wooden boats of today.
Ordinarily the boatmen had to depend on oers, though some-
times favorable winds made tThe use of salls poasible.lo

Gulte probably there was & regular ferry service

across the Jordan River at several points, as well as
across the Sca of Galilee, Just as thers 1s today. 1 :

Accommodations for Travelers

A% convenient stopping places the inn or khan did as
good a business as motels and service stations do today.
The inn was usually a simple structure consisting of an
aresa surrounded by a stone wall except for an opening for
& heavy, strong door. Such an inn provided protection and
some conveniences for the travelers, as water and food for
men and beast. The traveler would set up his own tent and
camp for the night in the inn. A fire was usually bullt
in the center of the area which provided warmth and cooking
facilities.

A more elaborate inn "consistved of a courtyard into

9Thomaon, 2p. git., D. 405.
10;,uxe 8:23.

1lapthur W. Klinek, F‘P" (5t.
Louis: Concordia Publtshing Houno. 1947), p. 116.
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which a roof extended inward from the walls on all sides,
forming a sort of shed all around the court. "2 This inn
might be two stories high, in which casse the ground floor
was rented to travelers for their baggage and enimals, while
the upper story was reserved for the people themselves.
Some have suggested that in the lower story, which was re-
served for the animals, Jesus was born, since there was no
room in the second story where the people slept.

These inns had a keeper, who guarded and cared for the
inn, wvhile also providing a store of foodstuffs which the
travelers might purchase, It was to such an inn and inn-
keeper that the Cood Samarlitan took the man who fell among
the thieves.l3

Dangers of Travel

The greatest danger to the lone traveler or the cara-
ven was the bands of robbers that dwelt in the rugged
countryside, 1%

Christ sends out the Seventy, two and two (Luke 10:1),

because of the dangers of traveling singly, as is evi-

denced the example of the man who fell among the
thieves (Luke 10:30).15

121p14., p. 114.
13t.uxe 10:30-36.
W uke 10:30.

15000rge H. Schodde, Biblical (Columbus,
Ohio: Lutheran Book Ooncern, 1917), p. 108.
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On the Sea of Galilee, a sudden shift in the wind
caught many a small boat in the treacherous waves before
the boatmen could bring it to shore,16
Heavy rains in the mountalnous regions often caused a
flash flood which endangered both man and animal traveling

e2long a path in such areas.
Salutations

Greetings in the marketplace and on the road are for-
mal but graceful. The greet1n§ of "Peace be on you"
(Lk. 24:36), is replied to by ‘My peace be on you, 17

Dr. Thomson speaks of the salutation as follows,

the customary salutations were formal and tedlous,
« « « 2nd consumed much valuable time. There i1s such
an emount of insincerity, flattery, and falsehood in
the terms of salutation prescribed by etiquette, that
our Lord . . . desired his representatives to dlspense
with them as far az possible,--perhaps tacitly to re-
buke them. These "instructions" were also intended %o
reprove another propensity which an Oriental can
scarcely resist, no metter how urgent his business.
If he meets an acquaintance, he must stop and make an
- endlese number of inquiries, and answer as many. If
they came upon men making a bargain or discuasing any
other matter, they must pause and intrude thelr own
idees, and enter keenly into the business, though 1t
in no wise concerns them; and, more especially, an
Oriental can never resist the temptation to aasist
vhere accounts ere being settled or money counted out.
The clink of 2 coin has a positive fascination to
them. Now, the command of our Lord forbade all such
loiterings.18

16Luke 8:23.
17apant, op. oit., p. 161.
lswhomeon, op. git., p. 346.
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Jesus slso commanded His disciples, "Go not from house
to house, #19

Yhen a stranger arrives in a village or an encamp-
ment, the neighbours, one after another, must invite
him to eat with them. There is strict etiquette about
it, involving much ostentation and hypocrisy; . . . .
I% consumes much time, causes unusual distraction of

mind, leads to levity, and every way counteracts the
success of a spiritual mission.

The Forerunner

In the narrow streets of a village or olity crowded
with men and baggage animals, or on the roads outside the
elty, high officials had a servant walking or running in
front of them. He called out to the people to move aside,
stirred up the dogs lying in the path, and so cleared the
vay for hies mester. Referring to John the Baptist, Jesus
sald, "Behold I send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee, "2l

The forerunners were athletic young men, speclally
trained and selected. They would be able to "keep well in
front of the carriage and its trotting horses, running
along with the easy unapent lurch of a deer-hound, "22

19y uke 10:7.

zo'rhomnon, op. git., ». 347.

2l; uke 7:27.
22

G M. Mackie, Bible § Customs (New
York: Fleming H. Revell Coer 1B50); . 105-
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CHAPTER XVI
CLIMATE AND SEASONS

Life in Palestine stood closely related to the natural
condltions that were beyond the control of man, such as
climate, seasons, and weather. Speaking of the peasants,
Grant says,

You seldom find him nervous, fretful or discontented.

He never questions the wisdom of Providence. He seldom

mentions weather probabllities. . . . Divine cause or

vermisslon_is prominent in hils explanation of any
phenomensa,

Climate

Polestine 1s a lend of sunshine and outdoor l1life. Al-
though the familiar term "from Dan to Beersheba' indicates
quite 2 small ares, about the size of our Vermont or New
Hampshire, there 1s a considerable variety of temperature,
owing to the difference of elevation, Mount Hermon in the
north 1s nine thousand feet above sea level. Only 120 miles
south lies the Dead Sea which is 1292 feet below sea level. i
Yet, over all, it is & land of blue skies and sunny warmth. j

Snow falls in Jerusalem, but seldom remains long, and
fires are needed for only a short time. Thus 1t was pos-

eible for the multitudes to make the annual pilgrimages to

lgiinu Grant, I Pg..ﬂﬁu Palestine (New York:
The Pilgrim Proas: ig%? » Pe 87, £
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Jerusalem on foot, that the shepherds could watch their
flocks by night, and that thousands could fellow Jesus into

the wllderness and sleep in the open if need be.
Seasons

In Palestine it is more common to speak of two seasons,
the ralny and the dry, than of four as we know them. The
rainy season extende from November to April, with an average
of five to twelve rainy days each month. Hay and October
may have some rain. 7The remalning monthes of the year it is
dry. Zhe characteristice of the months will now be briefly
summarized.

January is the month of severest cold and heavy raln-
fall. The days are short. Snow falls in the Lebanon and
Hermon mountaln ranges. This snow remains well into April.
February containe many days of the same sort. Showers and
sunshine rapidly aslternate. The almond trees blossom, and
late barley is sown. March brings the "latter rains® of
the season. These rains are often the heaviest. The winds
are strong, but the sunshine is more prevalent. Apricot
trees begin to bloom. April is also the month of flowers.
The land looke more green and beautiful than at any other
time of the year. Occasional hot winds, known as "siroccos"
blow from the Syrian desert. These winds melt the snow and
hesten all forms of vegetation, Harvesting of wheat and
barley begins in the Jordan valley, and in parts of the

L
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seacoast plalne and Esdraelon. The olive, pomegranate,
and fig trees are in roiiage. In May the remaining grain
harvest 1s completed in the plains. The sun increases in
sirength and the rains cease. Flowers and grass begin to
wither. The suring fruits, as plums, apricots,.and almonds
are ready %o be pilcked. The vines are in blosaom. The
harvest of grain is finished in June. By the end of June
the land lies bare and brown, except for the fruit trees,
vineyards, and wvatered gardens. During July the farmeras
finish their work on the threshing floors. Some grapes
are ready fog picking, The summer heat lncreases. August
is the hottest month of the year. The grape and fig harvest
are in full swing. Oreapes are mede into raisins, honey, or
wine. Figs are dried for storage. In September the summer
heat is often intensified by very hot and dry "siroccos.®
The second vintage of grapes 1s harvested. The pomegranates
ripen and are harvested. October brings the conclusion of
the grape and fig harvest. Olives are gathered and pressed.
The "early raine' may now begin. November finds more rain
falling., The farmers now start plowing, and wheat and bar-
ley are sown. In December the weather becomes much cooler.
Oranges and lemons ripen. The husbandman begins pruning
the grapevines. Some snow begins to fall in the mountalns.

The Atmosphere

Except during the rainy season, the air is dry and

N D e T
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free from moisture. Since there are no factorlies, trains,
nor oil refineries to pour forth volumes of smoke, the re-
sult 1s that the atmosphere i1s remarkably clear.

Travellers sterting out on a day's Journey of twenty-

Tive or thirty uileas can see their destination in

Tfront of them, and at firat wonder why they never seem

to come any nearer to 1t.2

As one Journeys north from Jerusalem Mount Ebal and

Mount Gerizim soon become visible though forty miles

avay. From a point on the road not far from 8hiloh,

Hount Hermon is clearly seen on a cloudless day,

sixty miles to the north.3J

This condition of the atmosphere is 1llustrated by
many passagee of Scripture. The father saw hls prodigal
son returning home "“when he was yet a great way oft, 4
Batan tempted Jesus by showing Him from the mountain peak
"2ll the kingdoms of the world."d HMoses had a complete
view of the land he was not allowed. to enter.6

Thie clear air also mekes the transmission of sound
very remarkable. Saul recognized the voice of David on the

distent helght.7 When the blessings and curses were pro-

2G. M. Macklie, Bible M and Customg (New York:
Fleming H. Revell c’:o"u%., 1898), p. 1%.

3George Scherer, The E Colour of Bible (Lon-~
don: The gational Sﬁﬂﬁi%'gﬁgggfnhnlon, n.d.), p. 9.
41uke 15:20.

SMatt. L4:8.
6Deut. 3Wil-3.
71 sam. 26:13.
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nounced between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, the words
could be heard clearly by a11.8 Proclamations were an-
nounced to all in the village from the housetopﬂ.9 This
clear air aleso explains how the large multitudes could hear .

the preaching of Jesus.
Rainfall

In the land of Palestine moisture in the form of night-
mists and rain was gratefully appreclated. The rainfall 1is
widely distributed, varying from thirty-five inches in
Galilee to ten inches in south Judea. The rains came dur-
ing the interval from November to April. They are depended

upon to soak the earth, fill the cisterns and pools, and

replenish the springs and wells. The rains often fall for
a2 veek at a time and may be driven by raw, chilling winds
and lightning. Such weather would be less easy to bear i
than the stronger cold of & more northerly climate.l® |
Sometimes four or five inches of rain would fall in an
hour. One can, then, surely understand that sudden floods
would result. This would cause the terrace walls of the

fields and vineyards to bulge and fall, the foundations of

8peut. 27:11-13.
SLuke 12:3.
10patt. 24:20.
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houses to be undermined,l! end the lives of men and cattle

to be endangeread.
Wind

In = limlted territory like Palestine, bordered by the
mountain ranges, the desert and the sea, everything with
regard to hest and ocold, dryness and moisture, depended up=-
on the direction of the wind.

The west wind is the most pleasant and refreshing. It
is the prevailing wind during the end of the summer and
brings clouds and showers from the Mediterranean.l2 When
Tthis wind began to blow the farmers would hurry to the vine-
Yarde and housetops to gather in the drying raisins and
figs. The west wind 1s 2lso dreaded on the Sea of Galilee

as 1t comes suddenly and prevenis the boats from getting
back to the western shore of the lake.

The north wind has the characteristics of driving away °
the rain and of being cold and unpleasant. Thls wind de-
poalits its molsture on the Lebanon and Hermon mountalns.

The e~st wind is the only dreadful wind in Palestine
when 1% prevails during the summer months, for 1t Dblows
from the deaert areas and brings excessive heat pnd ocarries

fine sand dust. On account of 1ts excessive heat and its

Llruke 6:48,49; Matt. 7:25.
121 uke 1235k,




175

being elmost as hot during the night as during the daytime,
it 1s very trying to man and beast and crops. About the
only good 1t serves 1s to dry raisins and figs. When the
east wind blows in the spring 1t melts the snow and hurries
the vegetation, but then it is not quite so hot and dry.
A red sunset indicates the presence of the east wind, and
is a slgn that warm weather ocan be expeoted.l3

The south wind indicates heet.l¥ It is a dry heat
vhen 1t blows from the southeast, and soft and }alaxing ir
1% comes from the southwest. The southeast wind brings

with 1% the locust swarms.

1att. 16:2.
14y uxe 12:55.




CHAPTER XVII
CONCLUSION

Thls study of the words of Jesus has set before us a
great arrey of thoushts, habits, and institutions that ex-
plain and confirm many detaills in the Bible. It has shown
us how fully and familiarly the message of revelation was
adapted to human circumstances.

The impreszion thus left upon the mind is that the
Bible is a book thet is meant to be studied, and to be taken
on 1ts merits 28 & record of the past. Above all, it ia to
be loved and reverenced 23 the volce of Him who through it
epesks forever, and to all nations. Dr. Gelkie appropriate-
ly says,

The Bible alone finds a welcome among natlions of every

reglon over the earth. It is the one book in the world

which men everywhere receive with equal interest and
reverence. The inhabitant of the coldest north finds,
in its imagery, something that he can understand, and

it 1s a household book in multitudes of homes in the
sultriest regions of the south.

lcunningham Geikie, The Life and Yords of Christ (Lon-
don: Cassell and Company, 1887), p. 1ll.
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