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Concordia 
Theological Monthly 

VOL. III JANUARY, 1932 No. 1 

Foreword. 

When in 1855 Le7nYJ tmd lVel&ra, tho chief ancestor of tho Cox
conorA Tnxor.0010AL lfoNTHLY, 

mode 
its nppenrance, it could be com

pored to n vigorous youth who with his right l10nd l1eld nloft the 
Bible and with his left the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. 
From tl10 very beginning it wns a1>pnrent to all renders that the 
editors conceived of their tnsk 11s consisting in promulgating nnd 
defending, witl1 nll tl1e theological apparatus nnd equipment nvnilable, 
"God's Word and Luther's doctrine pure.'' :Mont11 ofter month 
scholarly nrticlcs, pointed pnrngrnphs on current religious happenings, 
nnd informing book reviews come bclore the public on its pages, nnd 
oll testified that here there wns a journal w11ich meant in every respect 
to abide by tho teachings of the Holy Scriptures and of the Lutheran 
Confossions collected in the Book of Concord of 1580. While un
doubtedly on some points touching the nnture nnd the policy of the 
new journal contemporary opinion was divided, it is difficult to see, 
as one 1>nges through the early volumes, bow there can l1nve been 
any dissension on the position this journal meant to toke and to main
tain with res11CCt to the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions. 

It was to be expected, of course, thnt this position would be at
tacked nnd that nu ugly and, especially to a Lutheran, extremely 
odious interpretation would be put on it, to ,vit, that the men respon
sible for the publication of the journal were introducing two standards 
into the Church by which it was to govern its faith nnd its life, one 
dh•ine, the other human, nnd that they were placing the contents of 
tho Book of Concord on a level wit11 the holy writings of the apostles 
and prophets. To tl1e superficial observer it seemed the critics had 
a good ease. The Scriptures and the Confessions - this slogan ap
peared to furnish all the evidence needed. A strange anomaly it was 
said t-0 be. TJ1e promoters of Lelire untl lV e7&re ,vere the very people 
who with much emphasis repented the words of the aged Luther, 
"DaWJ impZea.t 110a odio Pa.paef' and now it seemed they themselves 
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were aetting up a Pope, not one of fleah and blood, to be 1ure1 but 
a Pope nevertheleu- the corpu of the Lutheran Confeuiona. How 
odd it seemed that the men who boasted of the freedom which Luther 
had won for tho Christian world through the Reformation apparently 
were eager to forge fetters of slavery for themael,•cs nnd others I 

But the publiaben of the journal were able to ahow without much 
cliftlcul~ that IUCh an DCCU1Btion1 though in the view of eomo but
treued by annihilating evidence, wu entirely groundl088. They 

iecogniaed, 10 they pointed out1 but one authority in the Church, the 
Holy BcriptUl'CI, The Confesaion., on the otber hnnd, were t-0 them 
just what the name any1 they ore, netunl, real confC88iona1 dcclnrntiona 
of the faith that lived in the enrly Lutbernn fnthere ond in them, too, 
clear utterances 01 to wl1at they believed the Scriptures to tench and 
to inculcate. With much empl1nsis they stated their belief thnt no 
divine authority attached to the Confeuion11 RB tl1ough they hod been 
given by inspiration of God; thnt1 on tho contTnry, thcee documents 
wero produced by fallible men, not nt all to be compared with tho 
prophets and apostles, and that whoever invceted them with tho 
authori'1 of divine writings was indeed making a Pope of them oud 
thereby abandoning the principles of the blessed Reformation. 

But while voicing the loyal'1 to the Scriptul'CI! na the only 
divinely given norm for faith and life and doing it with n fervor 

which hu seldom, if ever, been 1urpnsscd1 they told the ,vorld quite 
fearleul:, thnt it wo1 their firm belief the Lutheran Confessions 
taught the truths of Holy Scripture in tbeir heavenly purity ond 
that tho:, therefore wero determined to abide by theee Confess ions to 
the last breath. With greet rejoicing they proclaimed to tho crit ics 
who likened the Symbolicnl Books to fetters tbat thcee Confessions 
contained for them, not opinions which bad been dictated to them, but 
their own 1Dcred convictiona; not cruel Iowa imposed by some foreign 
potentate, but aaving beliefs which they cherished; not n prison-hou e 
designed to bold captive all their thoughts and mental energies, but 
their own "home, sweet home," bequeathed to them by tho fntl1crs, 
which the., were not willing to exchange for nll tho plen111rcs nud 
palaces the wide world might offer. The Confesaiona were to them 
a banner which s:,mbolized freedom and great privileges. When th ey 
placed themaelvea under this banner, it woa not owing to external 
conatraint, but to the conviction that tl1e benefits which this flag stood 
for were real and inexpressibly precious. That n flag may symbolize 
~anny to those who ore IDllrching under it is, of course, true enough. 
We think of tho poor He18iana1 who in the Revolutionary Wnr fought 
under the Britiah flag here in America, men who had been taken 
aWQ" from their native country, in man:, a case against their will, 
and 

who 
bore arms in a cause which wu alien to their hearts. The., 

were :marching to battle like alaTeL But bow different the position 
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of the men who, opposing t)ieip, fought under the flag of the united 
colonies, volunteers who left thoir homes and endured hardships and 
braved dangers and death, not because they hhd to, but because they 

wanted to, their flag symbolizing to · them frceaom from intolerable 
oppreaaionl It was thus thnt tho publishers of Le1,re und Wehn 
viewed tho Lutl1or11n Confessions. How utterly tho cl1nrgo thnt they 
were eatablial1ing n human beaido the divine authority in tho Church 
coUapaeal Just na little as tho soldiers of nn nrmy who nro fighting 
under thoir general and undor their flag are acknowledging two 
leaders, so little did these men by their insistonco on tho Word and 
the Confessions bo,v to two masters in the Church. 

In speaking of tho meaning of the Lutheran Confessions to the 
founders of Lcltro uncl Wah.re, we must not overlook tlmt they indeed 
regarded tllcso documents as being the authoritative voice of Lu
theranism, to bo heeded by all thnt desired to be classed ns Lutherans 
nnd to bo consulted if anybody wished to obtnin information on the 
doctrinal position of this Churcl1. '.l.'ho Confessions, then, to them 
were not only n means for publishing tl1oir convictions regarding the 
grcnt truths taught in the Scriptures, but they were in their view 
likewise n badge designating tl10 wearer as a member of the Lutlieran 
Churcl1. Com•erse}y they held that wl1oever lnid claim to the nnme 
Lutheran sl1ould not foil to dis1>lny tl1ia badge. With great vigor they 
D8Sni1ed tho position of those who, while adoming themselves ,vith 
tho name Lutheran, were unwil1ing to accept fuUy the teachings of 
tl10 Lutheran Confessions. "If you wish to be a Lutheran, then be 
a Lutl1cran and do not deceive yourself and other people by n partial 
acceptnneo of the Lutheran standards." To make tl1is idea 11 live 
nnd potent ono in tl1e consciousness of Lutherans, thoy expended the 
magnificent stores of tl1eir learning and eloquence; for it they 
labored and strove with burning, untiring zeal. Being Lutherans to 
tho core, tl1oy abhorred the tl1ought tlmt views might be expressed 
in their journal wl1ich ran counter to tho teacliings of tho Confessions. 
If they should permit such 11 situation to develop, they felt they 
would loy themselves open to tho charge of insincerity nnd dishonesty, 
not adhering to their own professions. Yes, they intended to examine 
c,•crything tbey tbcmsclves and others wrote for their journal as to 
its full agreement with t]1e Lutheran symbolical books, because they 
\\•ere convinced they could not be consistent Lutherans without toking 
this course. In tl10 prospectus of L eltre und W ehre, issued in 1854, 
they had stated as their guiding principle: "The Holy Scriptures, 
and after it the Book of Concord of our Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, will be the norm of all essays that will be accepted for 
publication, Scripture being tho norma normana, tho Confessions the 
norma normata." Thus, while carefully distinguishing between the 
Scriptures and tho Confessions, they unhesitatingly called the latter 
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a IIOMIIG for themaelvea; of coune, a tlOl'mG "°""'""'• a derived norm, 
which poaHaed 11uthorit7 for them becaw they had found it to agree 
in ita teachinp with the impind writinga given ua in the Scriptures. 

It 
ia 

genera~ admitted that, when our fathers began the publica
tion of the new journal, the Lutheran Confessions had in IDlll1Y 
a quarter here in .Americn fallen on evil days. In 1853 n book ap
pearod, written by an influential Lutheran, Dr. Benjamin Kurtz, 
editor of the .Lutkeran Obaer11cr, which bore tho titlo W1•Y Aro You 
a .Luf7aeraAr Tho author appears rather nshnmed of tho Luthoron 
confoaional writiD88 and minimizes tl1eir importonco, 80)'ing of them 
(p.115): "They contain tho prominent doctrines of tho Bible na under
etood by Luthernm, methodically arranged for tho soko of perspicuity, 
but are binding no further than na they foithfully sct forth the :re
l'C81ed mind of the Holy Spirit. The principal of tbeao writings is 
tho Augsburg Confeaion, ond even in relation to that no more is 
roquired, even of miniatCl'II at their ordination, tbon to believe th at 
'tho fundamental doctrines of tho Word of God ore tnught in n man
ner aubatantially correct in its doctrinal nrticlca.' Tho other sym
bolical 8UD11Dnrica are not referred to nt nll even nt tho admission 
of private members or of ministera.'' Whnt n and ovnluntion of tJ10 

atandarda of tho Lutheran Church by ono of her sons, appointed to be 
a leader in her battles I 

Still moro depressing was the spectnclo present ed, in the ,,cry 
year 

when 
Lehn und \Vch.n began it s cnrCCJ', in on anonymous 

pamphlet tho author of wl1ich dared to do to tho Augsburg Confession 
what llelancbthon had done to it in 1540, namely, to olter it in order 
to make it more acceptable to human reason, with tllis diii erencc , 
however, that he proceeded in far more rndicol fnabion thnn Melnncb
thon had ever dreamed of doing. A decode Inter Dr. S.S. Schmucker, 
Profeaaor of Dogmatics at the Getqsburg Lutberon Scminory, pub
licly admitted that he waa the author of tl1is lomcntnble nt tompt nt 
a revision. The title of the pamphlet was Dc/i1 lile Platform , D octri nal 
and Disciplinarian

, 
for B11angelical Lutheran. Dialrict Synods, Oon

ah-ucfcd in Accordance with. the Printiple1 of tho Gan.oral Synoc l. 
In the language of Dr. Adolph Spaeth: "This 'Americnn re cension' 
of the Augaburg Confeuion coolq- charged tbnt venerable document, 
the magna car&a of Proteatnntiam, with a number of gross errors nnd 
chanpd or mutilated twelve out of its twency-ono doetrinol nrtiolce, 
omitting 

altogether 
the second part of the Confession, the aevcn nr

ticles on abuaes. n (MemorilJl of William Juliua Mann, p. 56.) The 
author of the Definite Plalfo"" called tho tendency ,vhioh he ond 
othera 

repreisented American 
Lutheraniam, as be unhceitatingly di s

avowed the old poaitiona which Luther and hie coworkers hnd oc
cupied and which tho grand leadera of the Church in succccding 
pnarationa, Ohcmnits, Gerhard, Loeecher, to mention only n few, 
had valiantly defended. 
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Thia epiaode, better thnn anything elae, doacribea the atmoaphere 
which prevailed in wide circles here in America when Loh,ro uncl 
Wohro came upon the acene. These circles, while not quite ready to 
drop the no.me Lutheran, felt little enthusiasm for what waa dia
tinotive]y Lutheran in doctrine and forms of worship. The peculiar 
teachings of tho Lutheran Church wore looked upon as outmoded and 
wore atudioualy ignored. From the migbty granite boulder represent
ing Lutheran theology, by careful polisbing, all edges and corners 
hod been removed, and now it lay there o rounded, nondescript stone 
among other stones similarly polished, not likely to hurt anybody, 
but neither of a kind to set the heart of tho poescr-by on :fire witb 
visions of strength and virility. Imagine the feelings of the founders 
of Lel,ro uncl lVehro wl1cn they beheld a Lutheranism of this diluted, 
anemic, apologetic, vacillating type. Hailing in many instances from 
rationalistic 011\Tironments, they hod through prayerful study of tbc 
Holy Scriptures apd tl1c Lutheran Oonfeesions, to which were added 
tl10 writings of Luther and other great teachers of the Churcl1, in 
some coses after sovero spiritual struggles, rcncl1ed the blessed ns
surnnco that the Lutheran teachings represent tl10 doctrines of the 
Scriptures and that, in accepting them, tl1cy were giving their assent 
to the eternal truths which God in His mercy ]10s revealed to the 
world. Passionately they loved these teachings. In them they sa,v 
tho gold nnd the fine gold exalted in tho sacred rhapsodies of tho Book 
of Psalms. Ratl1er tbnn to forget them, they were willing to let their 
right bond forget its cunning and to hove tlicir tongue cleave to the 
roof of their mouth. It :filled their soul with indignation to sco some· 
o.f these teachings treated with indifference, cavalierly, as though 
little eignificonce nttncl1cd to them. Whether they would be able to 
remedy tlio situation in tl10 American Lutheron Church they did not 
know, but they wisl1cd to inform the world that there were at least 
some ons of the Lutheran Church wl10 strongly resented the treatment 
their poor motl1cr was subjected to and who were not ashamed of the 
jewels she wore and of the house she lived in, called "old-fashioned'" 
by mnuy people, but who were willing to stand at her side and bear
all reproaches whicl1 n rationalistic and unionistio age might heap 
upon her. 

With all this passionate fervor for an uncompromising Lutheran
ism, the founders of L ohre uml Wel ira did not foll into thnt fanatical 
soholastioism which from ndmirntion of its own system forgets en
tirely that the chief business of the Church must be the preaching 
of tho Gospel of salvation nnd which is constantly disputing and 
,vrangling about its own definitions of wl1at constitutes proper food 
instead of handing out this food to the starving multitudes. While 
insisting on orthodoxy, being unwilling to sec one jot or tittle of the 
Scriptures rejected, they were thoroughly evangelical, making Obrist 
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and. Bia work of :tedemplicm and the j111tiflcation of the ■inner b:, 
pace through faith the center of their theological thinking and 

writing. .A. powerful hdluence to lmep their ■hip in thi1 course wme 
the worb of Luther, which they etuclied with exemplary devotion 
and energy. Bitting at the feet of the irreat Reformer, imbicling 
both his loft of the truth and hie jo:, oTer the freo grace of God, 
the:, aTOided the extreme of unioniem and indifforentism, where 
diTine truth i1 held cheaply, and it■ opposite, tho oxtrcmo of fanati
ciem, where mi6cation, fire, and ■word take the placo of argument 
and love, merq, and faimea are praieed, but not practised. 

Thia mnnl:,, determined aspoueal of the cause of tho timo
honorcd Lutheran tenchinp was not without glorious results. Tho 
Jut century witneaed a romarkablo reawakening of Lutheran con
aaioume11, and 

among 
the factor■ which produced and aided it Leh.Te 

... d Wehn ie entitled to an important place. It hos often been 
pointed out that Lutheraniem in .America is far more confessional 
to-de:, than it wu in 1855. In rejoicing over tl1is situation, let us 
gratefulq 

remember 
tho chief ecliton of this journal, Drs. Walther, 

Pieper, and Bente, a noble trio, who, auistcd by like-minded co
,rorkcra, wme a great force in the movement to plnco and keep tho 
light of Lutheran doctrine on a high candlestick, visible to nll who 
wieh to lee. 

"The Scripture■ and tho Oonfeuione" - such is tl1e slogan of 
the editor■ of the OosCOBDIA TBBOLOCIO.&.L MONTH.LY as they are en
deavoring to continue the work 10 nobly begun by tbo promoters 
of the mother joumal. That a militant, vigorous insistence on 
~~ to the Oonfeaione of the Lutheran Church is imperatively 
needed 

to-do:, 
no comervativo Lutheran who is at all acquainted with 

cmmmt tendonaiee in religioue matten will bo disposed to deny. In 
the denorninatione eurrounding ue confeuionalism is disappearing 
at a frightful rate. The bietorio .American Protestant church-bodies 
are large]:, dieintegrating under the influence of :Modernism. Tbo 
old appellatione are toeing their meaning. That a man, for instnnec, 
claim■ membenhip in the llethodiet Church and calls himself a 
lYthocliet ie far from being a guarantee that his doctrinal views are 
thoea of Weele,r and the lletbocliet catecbiam•- If there over existed 
the need of clear, definite note■ from the trumpet of the loyal ad
herent.a of revealed truth 111 they aro proclaiming their message to 
-the world, that need mete to-day. In the Lutheran Church of 
America, in epite of very coneidernble progress mado during the lost 
eeven~-B.ve :,enn, an energetic, firm, uncompromising st.and in behalf 
of the Oonfeeione of the Church ie ■till ~ needed; for here, too, 
the er., o1 "union at 1107 price" ie being beard, nnd indifferentism and 
:Koderniem are creeping in and doing their destructive work. Ever., 
:faithful BOD of the Lutheran Church ehould bo on tho alert to prevent 

. · .. 
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the importation of the lenven of n false libernliam into tho household 
and to remove it where it baa aurreptitioualy been brought in. The 
men who have been entrusted with the guidance of tho CONCORDIA 
TBEOLOOIOAL MoNTBT.Y pray that they may nlwaya be found loyal to 
the position that in the Lutheran Confeaaiona the great, divine, in
deatruetible, everlasting truths which God in the Scriptures baa 

revealed for the anlvntion of sinners nro sot forth in their purity and 
thnt the great Hend of tl10 Church may mercifully deign to bless their 
humble efforts as they, together with tl1eir brethren, arc striving for 
the spread and the defense of confessional Lutheranism. 

W,AmrDT, 

~ie e5djriftlc:,rc: uo11 bc:r tBc:rftoc!ung. 

@ottcl !Bod f not unB, bnf3 tuit amn @Tnuiicn !ommcn nnclj be'C 
!Biduno bet nRmiidjtiocn 6tiidc Wottc B, tueidjc ct octuidt Ijat in 
~ljrijto, ba ct iljn bon bcn Stotcn nujcrlucc!t Ijat, Cf~Ij. 1, 19. 20, bafs 
a If o bic mcfcljtungBgnnbc cine aRmiidjtigc @nabc ijt. maBfcl6c !Bort 
@ottcl f not 1111 1, baf3 bic Wlcnjdjcn bic trautigc Wladjt IicjifJcn, ficlj gcgcn 
bicf e anmiidjtigc, lj ciTfpcnbcnbc @nnbc , au bcrljiidcn unb au bctftocfen 
unb nTf o an il}rcm StciI ben aRmiidjtio luidcnbcn @nnbcntuillen @ottel 

auucr nraft au j cfJc n. @ottcl tmod j agt uni, bau cl @ottcl ctnjtiiclje1: 
!!Bilfo 

f ci, 
anc Wlcnjdj cn au licfcl}rcn 1111b fciio au madjcn. ma i jcllie 

Wottc
Btuort 

f not uni.'! audj, bnfi bctjcl6c Iintmljctaioc, gniibigc @ott in 
gcredjtcm Wctidjt gcluijjc 6iinbct bctjtocf t, bcrljiirtct, fie in iljrcn bet,. 
fcljrtcn Sinn bal}ingibt, auflji.irt, nodj lucitct an iljncn au ar!Jcitcn, iljnen 
f djon !Jci iljrcn 1!cii 3citc11 @cicgcnljcit unb Dlnum ant munc aI,f djneibet. 
S)ic 6cl6ftbcrjtocf11110 bcB Wlcnf cljcn ijt bic graujigjtc 6iinbc, bercn bcr 
!llcnfdj fidj f djuTbig mndjcn fmm, bic !llctftocf uno be B Wlcnfcljen burd) 

@ott bn B oraufioftc @cridjt, bai.'I in bicf ct !Belt iiiict cincn 1Ulenfcljcn 
fonuncn !am,. GJcrabc bic i!eljte bon bet !llcrjtoc'funo bci !Olenf djen ge .. 
Iji.irt 

3
11 ben !Begen unb GSctidjtcn @ottcB, bic bet fu~crUugcn menjclj .. 

Iidjcn !llctnunft cin ~·1rger11il 1111b cine 5totl}cit finb unb iljt immcr 
tuiebct ~(nTafi gcbcn au nRcriei ffrngcn unb 8tucijcin 1111b Cfintuanben. 
ja 

audj au 
mnncljerTei gottel iaftctiidjcn 9lcbcn. tlBciI nuclj ~ljriften uni> 

djrijtiidjc 5tljcoiogcn nicljt gegcn f oTdjc @cbnn!en ocfcit finb, f o Ioljnt cl
fidj, cimnaI tuicbct ctluni au l fiiljriidjct auf bicfe i!djrc cinauocljen. !Bir 

tuollcn bai tun, inbem tuit baB !BcifpicI bet !llerjtocfuno Iictradjten, bal
Wott fellijt in auBjiiljtiidjet !Bcijc in bic ~ciligc 6djrift ljat ei11 3eidjncn 

Injjen, auf bai auclj ~nuiu B im , rcuen Stcjtamcnt aufmct!f nm macljt. 
bni 

meifpicI bet !llcrftoifuno fllljarnoB, 2 
Wlof. 5-1 4, 1111b !Jtom. 9. 

17-20. !Bit tuoUcn bnlici auniidjft auf bic 6cl1ijtbetftoc!11110 fllljaraolJ 
unb bnl @cricljt bet !llctftoc!uno ilbet ~ljnrno adjtcn 1111b fobann auf bie 
lttjncljc unb bcn 8tucc! bcr lllcrftoc!ung. 
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