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thousand people of various crceds and races have been torn from their
homes and sent into exile as the result of the Soviet ‘five-year plan for the
liquidation of Christianity.’ The unfortunate victims are herded into
rough barracks, unsanitary and overcrowded, compelled to labor in swampy
forest or in mines, without suflicient clcthing in a climate where there is
winter for nearly ten months in the year and with barely enough food to
keep body and soul together. The scanty share of flour is ‘stretched’ with
ground bark. Pitiful letters reflcet the unutterable distress in such sen-
tences as this: ‘They say typhus has broken out in one of the barracks.
Thank God! At last the end comes.”” (Bibliothcea Sacra.) A.

About the Syrian Church in India.— A writer in the Christian
Century says that “His Holiness, Mar Elias, the patriarch of the Jacobite
Syrian Church of Antioch, was in Indin with the object of settling the
differences that arose in the Jacobite Syrian Church of South India between
the Indian metropolitan of the Church and the patriarch himself. The
efforts made by the Anglican metropolitan of India and Bishop Charles
Gore to bring about reconciliation between the contending parties did not
prove successful. This was in February. Since then there have been a
great many conversations and conferences between the representatives of
both sections. The contention of the leaders of the Jacobite Church in
India is that its autonomy under an Indian catholicos be recognized by
the patriarch, the Church in India having only spiritual fellowship with
the Church in Asia Minor. Recently the negotiations for the settlement
of the differences liave taken a turn for the better, and it is confidently
hoped by many that, before the patriarch leaves India, he will announce
a scttlement which will bring peace to this scetion of the old Syrian Church.
The Roman Catholic Church, taking advantage of the dissensions in the
Jacobite Church, has been earrying on its work of propagandna vigorously,
and two bishops and some clergy of the Jacobite Church have already
joined Rome. That further inroads of the Roman Syrian Church may be
prevented, which began in the sixteenth century with the help of Portuguese
power and which have been kept up with the help of Western resources,
it is hoped that Patriarch Elias will grant to the Indian wing of this
Syrian Church the autonomy on which its heart is set.” The Syrian
Christinns in India, as far as they have not joined Rome, are found chiefly
in two groups. One is Nestorian in character (the so-called Thomas
Christians) ; the other is monophysitic. It is the latter which is called
the Jacobite Church and is referred to in the above communication. A,
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Sommentar gum Alten ZTeftament, Hevausgegeben von Prof. D. Genft
Sellin. Vandb IX: Jejaia I. 1iberfelt und ecilict von D. Otto
Prodid, Profefor der Theologic in Grlangen. A. Deidjertidhe Bers
Taggbudyhandlung D. Werner Scholl, Leipzig. 1980. XI und 476 Seiten
614X9%. Preis: Geheftet, M. 22; gebunben, M. 25.

G8 ift ein bebeutendes TWerl, defjen erjte Hilfte hier vorliegt, bielleidht ber
bebeutenbite Teil, der bis jeht bon bem grofen Sellinjden Kommentar erfdhienen
ift, an bem bie belannteften altteftamentlidien fonferbativen Theologen ber Gegens
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tart mitarbeiten. Damit wollen wic nidt fagen, bah diefe Kommentare wictlidy
fonfecvativ find, vie bas feinereit die Rommentare von Reil und Frany Deligid
aren. Die Grengen find auf dem Gebiete des Ulten Teftaments flickenbder als
auf dem neuteftamentlichen Gebict, iwie wir {don frilfer in den Befpredyungen
bon Rittels ,Plalmen, Rothiteins ,Chronifa® und Voly' ,Jeremia® Hervorgehoben
Baben und wie audy Prodfch’ ,Jefaia” seigt. Demn nidt nur betraditet er den
doeiten Teil bes Jefaja, Kap. 40—66, wobon er fpiter ausfiifelider witd ju Hans
beln haben, fdon bier al8 cin nidjtiefajoanifjdyes MWert, tedet durdjiveg bom Deuteros
fefoja unb fieht ihn af8 nadjerififd an, fondern er Begt diefelbe Unfidit audy von
cinjelnen Abfdynitten bes erften Teils, twie er unter anderm fagt: ,Nidht nur der
Gefamtfchluf (Rap. 34 f.), ber bon Deuterojefaja abbhingig ift, fonbern audy jeder
ber Gingetfchliiffe (Rap. 11, 10 fi.; fap. 12; Kap. 24—27; Kap. 33) ertweift fich
al8 nadyezififd), wie die Gregefe ju seigen hat.” (S.19.) Gr verdndert die Meihen-
folge bes jegigen Buchs, nimmt Kap. 2, 1 nur af8 Hberfdhrift und [kt bann gleid
fap. 6 folgen. (S. 51. 52.) Gr gertrennt eingelne Rapitel, wic fap.2, und be:
meelt yu V. 2—5, die er ,Der Volferfriede” iiberjdyreibt: ,Das Budy fiber Juba
und Jerufalem lann nidht mit diefer tweltweiten Fricdensiweisfogung begonnen
baben. . . . MNidt der Anfang, fondern die Hdbe von Aefojos Weisfagung Megt
bicr bor. Nidyt bie Leidenjdaft feiner Jugend, fondern die Kiarheit feines Alters
fpiegelt fich darin tviber.s (S.61.) Auf Kap. 5, 25—30 folgt gleidy Kap. 9,7—10, 4.
(2.97.100.) Beftandig wird bas Metrum angewandt und damit operiect (S. 40.
41. 42. 63. 119. 147. 150), a3 ob dic Unnahme von Metren nicht blok in ben
poetifhen, fonbern aud) in ben prophetijhen Scyriften des Uiten Teftaments
abjolute, unanfedtbare Wahrheit todre. 1nd bod) Hat erft lileylid) ivieder ein
in ben Fadhfreifen fo angefehener gorjder toie Karl Bubdde in einer Ubhandlung
geeade diber Nef. 1—5 gegen Sellin feinen Widecfprudy gegen den ,Molod) Metcume,
ben er jchon 1901 in Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible in bem WUrtifel iiber
“Hebrew Poctry” ausgefprodien Hatte, wieberfolt und gefagt: .So fidher [1] die
Propheten Jsracld Didter und didterijdher Mede midtig twaren, find dod) die
Gefese Wyrijher Didtung auf die prophetijhe Rpetoril nidt antvendbar, wo fie
fih nidyt ousbriidlidy ju ihr befennen. Nidht alle wahre Didtung verlduft in
mepbaren Verjen und Strophen. . . . Yy werde alfo tveit fiberiviegend ganj bars
auf vergichten, dic Meden [Jef. 1—5] auf das Prolruftesbett eines Metrums u
fteeden, fiir Defen grofe Unfidherheit Sellin felbft Jeugnis ablegt.s1) So ift
Prodfd)’ KRommentar in foldyen Iritifhen Fragen ein mobern:Iritifhes Werl, und
wir miifiten nod) gar mandye Ausftellungen madjen, wenn i iweiter Hier dazauf
eingehen fonnten. WUber twir erfennen aud) gern an, baf Prod[d fich mit guten
@riinden gegen bie Mabdifallfritil eine8 Dubm und eined Gheyne und anberer
endet unbd cine viel gemidfigtere Stellung einnimmt. Die Ginleitung, in ber
bas Jeitalter, ber Prophet und das Budy gejchildect werden (S.1—26), ift febr glatt
aefchrieben und (djt fich gut lefen. Prodfd toeif die Jeiten und bie Perjonen
fdn eingujdhigen und darauftellen. Aud) in der AUuslegung ift und bleibt dad
Werl freilih) cin mobern=theologijdher Rommentar, aud) in mandyen religions:
gefhicytlichen Wusfithrungen; fo wenn der Vegriff kodesch, ,Heiligleits, »in ber
Biterreligion nod) unbelannt, in Mofes’ Gejdidte am Sinai [Er. 8, 5] auert
auftaudyend?, alé ,inbaltlidh bem polynefijhen tabu veriwanbt* beyeidmet mird.
(S. 54.) Uber dod) miiffen wicr aud) fagen, daf ber Sommentar fidh nidt nuc
burd) rubig-abivdgende Behandlung der legitalijdy:grammatijhen Schivierigleiten

1) Beit{djrift filc altteftamentliche Wiffen[dalt, 1031, €. 17.
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bor anbern nemeren Werlen ausjeidynet, fondern daf aud) viel mehr meffianijde
Hoffnung und Berliindigung anerfannt wird als in andern Hodymobernen Koms
mentaten. Ju Kap. 7, ben BVorfall jwifhen Ahas8 und Jefaja betreffend, bemerlt
Prodidy: .ES entiwidelt fih in rafder Folge die Tragdbie jwifden Kdnig und
Prophet. Aus dbem VBrud) entfpringt die JImmanueliveisfagung, aus ifr bie
anbern Julunftsbilber voll reidyften mejfianifden Gehalts, in bemen bdie meffias
nifhe Weisfagung der ajfifden Jeit ihre reinfte Auspragung finbet. Wir freben
an einem Wenbdepuntte ber Gejdidhte Jubas, der Prophetie Jefajas, der meffias
nifden Hoffnung.” (. 111.) GErfreulid ift aud), daf er ben Begriff alma, ,Jungs
frau®, Jyef. 7, 14, wefentlich ridhtig deutet und feine Erildrung {pradlidy vedtfertiot.
Gr {agt: ~Daf dbie Mutter, nidht cin Vater, ben Namen qidt, ,Ymmanuel nennt
fie den Namen, ift in Jefajad Jeit Hodhft auffallend; denn in dber Kdnigszeit, fpds
teften8 im neunten Jahrhunbert, gibt der Vater den MNamen. Wenn Hier die
alma bie Namengeberin ift, jo fdeint lein Vater vorhanben ju fein, 1vad wwicder
auf wunbderbare Geburt bes Kinbes deutet.” (S.122.) 1Unbd fdyon vorher Hatte er
bemertt: ,Das feltenc alma bebeutet ftetd bas Maddyen (Gen. 24, 43; Gr. 2, 8;
Pf. 46, 1; 68, 26; Prov. 30, 19; Hobel. 1, 3; 6, 8; 1 Chron. 15, 20), wenn aud)
ber Ton mehr auf ber Mannbarleit als auf der Jungfriulidfeit liegt. Nie wicd
eine berheiratete Frau als alma bejeidynet; toiv haben affo feinem Grund, bier
anbers ju urteilen, wenn aud) dic theoretijche Moalidhleit dafilr, daf cine BVers
heiratete bor ber Geburt ihres crften Rindes alma bheifien fanm, nidjt abjutveis
fen ift. [?] Ditte Jefaja lediglic) die Weiblidyleit, nicht dbas Wunbder, betonen
twollen, fo hitte cr isha, nidht alma, gefagt. Daf er nidht bethula fagt, extlict fid
baraus, bafy bethula den Begriff bed Gebirens ausidlicit. Sadylidy ift bie fibers
fegung von waodévos, virgo, gany im Medht.# (S.121.) Prodid) verteidigt die
ridtige Auffajfjung von Yehovah Jebaoth alé ,Ausdbrud der Himmlijchen Ulge:
toalt, tvasd in bem ,Jebaoth’ himmliijde Heere . . . bermuten lifste (S. 54), aber er
leugnet bie Trinitdt in dem dreimal Heilig, Jef. 6, wenn er bemerlt: ,Die Dreis
faltigleit Ded Deifigen ift nidht extenfiv ju verftehen, als twerde auf die Trinitdt
bingebeutet, fonbern intenfin.s (S. 54.) Sdyin fiberjdyreidt er dben Ab{dnitt
fap. 9, 1—6; 11, 1—12: ,Die Weihnadyt* (S. 144) und fagt: ,Der Meffia,
feiner erfunft nad) wundberbar und gdttlidh, ift die fichtbare GErjdeinung ber
unfidtbaren Majeftit Gottes.” (S. 149.) Freilich Hitte noch ftacler die bolle,
twahre Gottheit be8 Meffias Hervorgehoben twerden follen, und itberhaupt geht
Bfters RNidhtiges und Jrriges durcheinander. Das Wert ift ein gelehricr, grilnds
lidher Rommentar, der aud), wasd Heutzutage ja immer Hereingejogen twird, Afprios
Togijdhe unbdb anbered Semitijdes mit Hineinarbeitet. Wile belannteren Koms
mentare find in Vetrad)t gezogen, von bem alten Hieronymus an und bem
beriipmten Witringa, bem gefeiertften Ausleger be3 Jefaja, Hi8 Herunter ju Grap
im International Critical Commentary, wie aud) jonjt englifde Literatur, das
American Journal of Semitic Languages, und anbdered verwvertet iff. Nuc
LQuther ift nidht ausdrildlih fm Literaturverseichnis genannt, obtwohl dfters auf
feine fiberfeung bertviefen lvird (S. 43); aber c8 [dit fih aud) aus Luthers
furger Auslegung (Scholin) fiber Jejaja und namentlich aus feiner toeitldufs
tigeren Grildrung bed neunten und bes breiundfiinfigften Kapitels viel nehmen.2)
Wir {ehen bem jiweiten Teil, der bad8 Gridfte im Alten Teftament ju behanbeln

bat, mit Jntereffe entgegen. Q. Filicbringer.

2) &t. Louifer SMusdg. VI, 1—851, befondbers 92—221 und 638—788.
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The World of the New Testament. By T. R. Glover. The Macmillan
Co., New York. 1031. 233 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00.

We have many excellent books in the field of the history of the New
Testament, such as the monographs by Angus, Bacon, Barnes, Burton,
Duchesne, Duff, Dana, Fisher, Foakes-Jackson, Hort, Lindsay, Lowrie,
Pleiderer, Pressense, Tucker, Uhlhorn, Zenos, and others, to mention only
a8 few of those regularly studied. The present book does not attempt to
supplant, but rather to supplement, the other monographs. Itwould more
appropriately bear the title “The World at the Time of the New Testa-
ment,” for it is really a philosophy of history pertaining to the back-
ground of the New Testament. The presentation is in Professor Glover’s
well-known vivid style, which at times becomes almost vivacious, and is
certainly most stimulating, the author sometimes becoming epigram-
matic in form. Yet it was necessary for the reviewer to place a number
of question-marks on the margin of many pages. The Christian Gospel
in the long run is not a more glorious statement of Plato’s sentence that
we must in all cases see and tell the truth about God (p.29); it is the
Tevelation of the mystery of God’s love in Jesus Christ and His vicarious
atonement. The discoveries in Egypt and Babylonia are not hard to recon-
cile with Hebrew history (p. 116). The questions put on page 116 cxpress
strong doubts, to say the least, concerning the historical truth of the Old
Testament. The author thinks that the presence of a Jewish temple at
Elephantine clashes with Deuteronomy; but he does mot express himself
clearly as to his reasons for thinking so. Other false statements are those
pertaining to Ecclesiastes (p.128) and concerning the influence of Philo
on Christian literature in the Logos doctrine (pp.129 and 198). Thus
the book is interesting, but must be used with care. P.E.KRETZMANN.

Die Ginfeit und Edtheit der fitnf Biidher Mofis. Abrif ciner Ginleitung in
ben Pentateud) in Auseinanderfehung mit D. Selling Ginleitung in basd
WUlte Teftament. Von P. lic. theol. Wilhelm MBller. Selbftberlag
bes BVibelbunbdes, Vad Salzuflen, Deutjdhland. 1931. VIII und 475 Sei=
ten 6X0. Preis: M. 15; gebunbden, M. 17.50.

Der Verfaffer diefes Werled ift uns jeit etiva dreifig Jahren durd) jeine Ver=
Bffentlidjungen befannt. Wir Haben aud) wiederholt mit ihm Briefe gewedifelt
und eind feiner Manuffripte lingere Jeit in Hinden gehabt, da er den Wunfdh
Degte, dafi e8 Bier in Umerita in unfern RKreifen jum Deud gebrad)t tverden
mbdte. Der BVerfaffer, ber jelit Pfarrer in Nadith an ber Elbe ift und ein an-
gefehenes Glicd des Vibelbunbes, hat urfpriinglid) einen gany andern Standpunit
eingemommen. Gr jagt felbft: ,Jn meinen drei erften Stubdentenfemeftern, Oftern
1892 bi8 Derbjt 1893, ging ich mit Begeifterung auf die Graf-Wellhaufenfde Hypo=
thefe cin, o toie fie von Prof. Kausid in Halle dargeboten wurde: Der Pentateud
gerfiillt dbanad) in der Hauptjade in vier Quellenjdhriften: I (Yahivift), E (Clobift),
D (Deuteronomium), P ober PC (Pricjterloder). Das Deuteronomium ift 622
unter Jofia gefundben und fur borher erft entftandben. P, die priefteclidien Be=
ftanbteile ber mittleren DBitdjer bes Pentateud), mit einer furgen gefdichtlidhen
Ginleitung in ber Genefids und in Gr.1ff., ift 444 um erftemmal berbifentlicht
unb ftury vorber in verjdhiebenen Gtappen im Gril und nad) bem Eril entftanben.”
(S.1) Uber teild burd) Prof. A, K3hler8 Vorlejungen in Grlangen, befonders
aber burd) eigenes cinbringendbes Studium aller Pentateud)fragen und dber bars

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol2/iss1/101




s

956 Book Review, — Qiteratur.
Fuerbringer: Book Review. - Literatur

iiber crfdhiencnen Literatur ift er bollftindig abgefommen bon ber Duellenfdei=
bung ber mobernen PentateuchIvitit und verteidigt nun in diefem ausfithelidgen
Werle folvohl bie Einbeit als auch dbie mofaifde BVerabfaffung bes Filnfouds
und beficht unbd oiderlegt dic dagegen borgebradyten Griinde. Gt fut bies mit
fteter Veritdfidhtigung dber in der Gegenvart toeitverbreiteten ,Einleitung in dbas
Alte Teftament” von Prof. G. Sellin in Verlin. Seine Srift ift um fo wests
boller, als er audh) auf Werle, dic viclfad) von ber mobdernen Kritit einfad fot=
ge[dytoiegen toerden, cimgeht und audy bie in englifder Sprade ecfdienene Lites
ratur, toie W, H. Greend Unity of Genesis, vertvectet. Freilid) wird aud fein
Werl von der 3itnftigen Wiffenfchaft ignoriert werbenm, ivie mir vor einigen
Jabren in einer Unterredbung, die id) mit cinem befannten amerifanijhen Unis
verfitdtsgelehrten hatte und in der wir aud) auf die Arbeiten des englifdhen Ju=
riften Wiener und bes deutiden Pfarverd Dabfe ju {preden lamen, biefer mit
Udyjeluden andeutete, daf cben dicfe Lente Ieine BVertreter der Wiffenfdaft feien.
Um fo witnjdenstoerter ift ¢5, daf; Ivir, die toir mit dbem Verfaffer in begug auf
bie Heilige Schrift iiberhaupt und in Hinficht auf ven Pentateud) im bejonderen
biejelbe Stellung cinnchmen, uns fein von langjdbhriger eingehenber Arbeit zeus
genbes Wer! junufie madhen. Damit fagen Wwir nicht, daf twic in jeder Eingelbeit,
in jedem rqumnent mit dem Verfeffer iibereinftimmen, twie wic jum Beifpiel
in bezug auf bie Strultur und die typijdhen Jabhlen, die im Pentateud) beadtet fein
follen, Bedenlen haben. (S. 401—414.) Aber feiner, der fidh) auf biefem Eebiete
orienticren toill, findbet hentjutage cine fonjervative Darftellung fo reidyhaltig und
bi8 auf bie neuefte Jeit Herabgebradht wvic diefe. Wir midyten fie gany bejonbers
angelegentlid) 3um Stubium empfehlen. L. Filirbringer.

God and the Universe. The Christian Position. A Symposium by 8. C.
Carpenter, M. C. I)’Arcy, and Bertram Lee Woolf. Edited by J. Lewis
AMay. Lincoln McVeagh, The Dial Press, New York. 1931. 209 pages,
514 X7. Price, $2.50.

If Christianity fails to survive, it will be because of apologists of this
type. F¥or men who would be apologists for the Christian religion cannot
afford to make compromises. And herein lies the weakness of this book.
The first author represented in this book is chaplain to the King of En-
gland and Master of the Temple; hence he writes as an Anglican. The
second author is a member of the Jesuit order and therefore speaks as
a member of the Roman Catholic clergy. The third contributor, of New
College, London, speaks as o member of a free church, for he is professor
at the University of London. The inadequacy of the position taken in the
symposium is particularly evident in the first section. An author who
holds that a large part of the gospel of John consists of anachronisms and
that John put down many things which the heavenly Christ said to his
conscience and imagination after Pentecost (p.Gl), or who pictures the
alleged development of doctrine (p.03f.), or who states that the story of
the beginnings is a story for science to tell rather than a story for religion
(p- 88), simply cannot be followed by us. And when he actually waxes
bold enough to say: “I cannot stay to argue with any who may suppose
that the Bible ought to be rejected — or defended — on some grounds con-
nected with its degree of literal accuracy and infallibility,” we are bold
enough to tell him that his entire argumentation is not worth the paper
it is printed on.— The third writer is not quite as bad in his statements,
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but he likewise writes: “It renders impossible the conception of a God who
made the universe in six days.” (p.177.) — The second contributor to the
symposium is the most successful, even though this author bids his readers
go to the interpretation of the Church, which alone can give an authori-
tative explanation. (p.124 f.) But his arguments, on the whole, are in
line with the revelation of God’s Word. His concluding words are: “Chris-
tianity welcomes without fear the discoveries of science and hears un-
moved the murmurs against dying faiths and outworn creeds.”
P. E. KRETZMANN.

Liche, Glaube, Nad)folge. Bon der AUnpaflung der Moral an die Wicklidleit.
Bon ArvidRNuneftam, Profeffor in Npfala. Uus bem Sdyiedifdhen
iiberfeht bont JIfe Meper=Litne. C.Bertelsmann, Gittersioh. 186
Seiten 7X9%. Preis: RKactoniert, M. 6; gebunden, M. 7.50.

Dies ift cine ticfgehende, lefens: und beadhtensiverte Vejprechung dber Grunds=
pringipien ciner evangelijhen Ethit, bie fich der Wicklidleit anjupafien vermag.
Die Kapiteleinteilung ift cinfod): Das Wefen ber drifilidhen Licbe; Die Liebes:
ethit ber Vergpredbigt (Liebe und Glaube); Der Ort be8 Glaubend in der drifts
liden Ethif; Die Unpafjung der Moral an die Wicllidleit; Logil der Lehre und
bes Lebens; Ghriftlide USTefe und die Nadyfolge YEfuw. 1iiber alle dicje Punlte
berbreitet fid) der BVerfaffer mit gebithrender Griindlidleit. Gtivaige Grunbds
gebanfen, auf bie ber Untor Geiwidyt legt, find unter anderm bdie folgenden: WAL=
bangig ift ber Wert der Licbe nidht bon der Grife und dbem Umfang der Liebes:
gegenftinbe, fonbern ba ber primirve Ort dber Liebe in Gott ju fuden ift, fo wird
bon dem Menjdien cine ebenfo vollfommene Licbe geforbert twie bic cigene Liebe
Gottes. Die Sittlidleit ift die Geredytioleit de8 Glaubens, ober anbers auss
gebriidt, bas Pringip be8 Glaubend crmiglidt cine driftlidhe CthHil. Hieraus
flicht aud) die Unpaffung der Moral an die Wictlidhleit, twofitr vor allem bder
Beruf der laffijdhe Uusdrud ift. JIn diefem Anpaffungsiyftem Hat aud) dbie Ustefe
ibren Plags, vor allem infofern fie eine Redultion und Konjentration der Lebens:
funitionen ift auf ba8 eine, dbas not tut, jolvie cine Unteriverfung unter piba=
gogifdye (sebote und egeln, Disziplinierung bes duferen und inneren Lebens
und ,fibung’ auf bem Grund bes crivedten [?] Glaubens. Hieryu gehort bie
Nad)folge, die eine itbung ift im Dienen. So wird dbie NedytSordbnung eine Un=
pafjung ber Licbe Gotte8 an bie Wictlichleit bes Menfden. Diefen Grunds
gedbanfen, red)t berftanben, fonnten wicr im allgemeinen juftimmen, lenn tic
uns iiberall jagen biirften, daf lwir dem Uutor lwicllid) gefolgt find. Wiclleicht
ift e8 ber iiberfeung jugufdhreiben, daf mandier Gebanle nidht vedit jur Klarheit
im WUusbrud gebiehen ift; immerhin trigt aber aud) baju bei die myftifd={pelus=
[ative Art, in ber bie (ebanlfen entividelt twerben. BWeriverfen milffen ic aber
folhe Siife wie: ,Die MedytSordbnung . . . wird bei biefer Grunbanfdauung . . .
ein Werljeug oder Gnadenmittel jur Vewahrung feined Glaubens und jur BVers
wicllifung feiner Liebe”, tweil wiv darin den alten, in unferm Belenntnis bers
worfenen Jrrium finden: .Gute Werle erhalten den Glauben.” Ulerdings, auf
bem Wege der Glaubensitbung ecftarit ber Glaube, aber nie burd) fich felbft, fon=
bern nur burd) Kraft ded Heiligen Geifted im Wort. GEbenfo findben Iwic ben
folgenden Sa nidt jutrefiend: ,Die Nadyfolge ift eine Nad)folge im dem bies
nenben Vergebunqgsleben bes fKreuzes.” So wie ir ihn berftanben haben, fdylieht
er cine Medhtfertigung bes rémifhen meritum de condigno in fid). Iiberhaupt
1dft fich die Ethit nur {o praltifd) lehren, baf man fie bon ben Feffeln {pelulas
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tiber @Entiidlung freimad)t und fie gany auf bas Funbament bes objeltiven
Wortes ftellt. INit andern Worten, man Iehre die GtHIL juft fo, iwie fie JEfus
gelehrt hat und wic Luther fie auf Grund beé Eovangeliums wirtlid) an ben Mann
gebrad)t hat.  Folgt man diefer Weife, o wird fich die ,Morals immer ,der Wicls
lihteit anpaffen”; denn dburd) bie GotteSlraft bes8 Evangeliums werben Menfden
fraft be8 Glaubens befibhigt, »in cinem meuen Leben zu wanbdeln®.
3T Midller.

Christmas Traditions. By William Muir Auld. The Macmillan Co.,, New
York. 1931. 179 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.75.

While this is not a book for the research scholar and does not take
into account the splendid work done in the ficld of Christmas investiga-
tions by Kellner, Usener, and Georg Rictschel, it contains a wealth of in-
teresting material presented in a most happy manner, in keeping with the
subject of the book. The general trend of the discussion is indicated in
some of the chapter headings: The Coming of Christmas; Christmas and
Paganism; Bringing Home Christmas; Ancient Christmas Carols; The
Color of Christmas; In the Yule-log Glow; The Christmas-tree; Christmas
Delights; Christmas-bells. In some parts of the book one involuntarily
looks for more information, as, concerning the actual introduction of the
Christmas-tree in Germany and in America. We cannot share the author’s
favorable stand concerning Santa Claus, whose development he sketches
somewhat incompletely; for the rotund “saint,” who is a combination of
a mythical Roman Catholic bishop and a heathen idol, threatens to take
Christ out of Christmas. But the book may otherwise be recommended
very highly for quick reference purposes, especially in discussing Christ-
mas customs, legends, ete., in schools, Sunday-schools, and young people’s
societies. P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Parables of Jesus. By Gcorge A. Buttrick. 274 pages. Richard
R. Smith, Inc.,, New York. Price, $1.00.

Stewardship Parables of Jesus. By Roswell C. Long. 230 pages. Cokes-
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price, $1.00.

Here are two books on the parables spoken by Jesus. A few excerpts
from each will characterize the two books. In the first, by Butirick, we
read such sentences as these: “To use this story [the parable of the Rich
Man and the Beggar] as warrant for a doctrine of a brimstone hell or to
deduce from it the dogma of the absolute and irrevocable separation of the
good and the bad hereafter is to transplant it violently from its native
soil of parable to a barren literalism, where it cannot live.” “Power is
estimated aright only in the light of purpose. If God’s purpose is a gar-
den of redeemed humanity, the true almightiness is an almightiness of holy
love. Such an almightiness this story reveals: ‘He had yet one, a beloved
son; he sent him last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.’ It
was love’s final and uttermost entreaty. The true picture is not that of
Jesus receiving in His body the darts which an angry God has hurled
at us, but rather that of God in Jesus receiving all the ‘slings and arrows
of outrageous fortune’ which rebellious humankind has hurled at Him."”
Long in his book strikes a different tone. In his preface he says: “We
meet the menace of materialism in this rapidly changing world with the
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measureless might of Christ’s unchanging offer of personal and social re-
demption.” In his exposition of the parable of the Laborers in the Vine-
yard he says: “Why shall we work? 1. Because the Master of the vine-
Yard says, ‘You go into the vineyard, too.’ And shall we stand all the
day idle when He tells us that the ficlds are white to the harvest and the
laborers are few? The call ‘Come unto Me’ is always followed by the com-
mand ‘Go ye.’ All Christ ever asked for, we are told, in order to save
the world, was ‘a cross on which to die” And He died for a lost world.
‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Som, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’
When the Master says ‘Go’ to us, He means that He is sharing His cross
and its power to save with us. 2. Because we are stewards of the mes-
sage of the Gospel. It is a message of personal salvation, and the mission
of the Church is the message of the Gospel to lost sinners. Christ was
not primarily .interested in reformation, in social salvation, in betterment
of outward conditions; he was interested first in the redemption of the
individual. Over against the pharisaic law of retaliation Jesus put the
prineiple of love and forgiveness. Whereas the Church of His day con-
demned or condoned sin, Jesus came to bring the news that He could
forgive the sinner. What a man! What a message! ‘I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation, . . . to
the Jew first and also to the Greek,’ Rom.1,10. ... 4. The greatest power
in the world js the power of prayer, and the most valuable thing to a Chris-
tian is time, and the most dangerous thing in life is money; but the
greatest work in the world is personal work to win souls. And this work
is committed to us as o sacred stewardship. Christ’s program is a chal-
lenging program; our churches have adequate mochinery and plenty of
moncy and plenty of people to accomplish that program. But we are
short on motive and definite, personal enlistment.” Also Gladstone is
approvingly quoted: “‘Sir, talk about the questions of the day! There
is but one question, and that is the Gospel. That can and will correct
everything.” ”

Buttrick not only missed the lessons of the parables, but the very
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion. ZLong’s presentation is
decidedly Christian., In his attempt, however, to make the most of steward-
ship, Long does not confine himself to the tertium comparationis of the
parable; yet he presents much valuable material, which may serve as
food for thought and find a place in the pastor’s pulpit work.

Jonx H. C. Frrrz.
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