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Church, unity in the highest and deepest realms or human 

experience, & unity possible only through the Spirit. 
, 

Vincent agrees with the interpretation that rno--r1.s goea 

'tar deeper than e. "subJeotive energy as e. rule ot lite. 11 

I n the 1ord 1s embodied the meaning of 0 the new reg1men or 

those that are Ohr1st1s; the obJeot1vely new, obligatory 

way of lif'e. 1129 The new tray ot 11f'e 0oes ba1ond parsona1, 

subJect1ve Judgment. That which is to bind the Christiana 

of' Phili p~i together is the Gospel_or Jesus Oh~1st. Christ 

i s their unity. He characterizes their "rule o-r lite.• 

Paul's selection ot ~ords in lz)-4 also reveals h1a 

concern about uniting the Phil1ppian Christians into qne 

bouy: "I thank my God upon every mention or you. Always 

in every pr ayer o't mine Ulr€f' 1rrfs/n,,Js/ ~iJ,_) making re­

quest with Joy." The memories ot Paul regarcU.ng the congre­

gation were not easily obliterated. Once again he talks 

about "you all." He had 1n mind, no doubt, not only the 
I 

Jews whom he had met at the -,rporr-cuj'h , but alao Lyd1a. 

the "psychic giPl," and the Jailer. They. too, though they 

were not Jews, were ever in the m1nd ot the Apostle and in 

his prayers. He regarded them as highly as any of the other 

members or the Ph1lipp1an congregation. ~Y the use or the 

tiny word rr/..ilnuJ Paul emphatically calls ! or unity and re­

minds his readers of the unity of the Church, a unity which 

29v1noent, 00. _q!!., p. 34. 



goes beyond racial or physical ohars oter~stics. 

'l?he s a me call to unity 1s e7.preaeed 1n l:?: <ru yKonlwlaiJs 
-I . I ,,_ I C ,... ::,,_ J "I 

./4i. o u TYi s XtLftr•s rr«v r€c..S I.JP-a...S o v rA-S • n my 

bonds, a nd 1n the de:fensa ti.pd cont1rm&t1on ot the Gospel, 

you a re e ll. ( ,rriil,a..s ) pa rtakers ot my grace." Even as the 

entire congr egation tolled to alleviate Paul's sutter1ngs 

1n i mprisonment a nd to cooper ate with him in defending the 

Gos:pel am\ to s uff er for 1 ts s ake, so Paul here shows that 

t hey all uere !)rompted by the s rune grace. They were one 

people. They wer e to dwell together as one body in Chr1at. 

I t i s not eel Jus t in pa.ss1ng tha t strif'e between two women 

of the conf$?"8Bat1on, Euod1as and Syntyche, prompted ~aul. to 

exhort them by name to unity (h:2). 

Paul' s mention of Timothy (2:19) may go beyond simply 

his hi gh regard tor this young :preacher. 11But I trust in 

the Lord Jesus to send Ti mothy shortly unto you, that I 

a l so me.y be of- good comfort, when I knotr your state. 11 

Ti mothy was the one thoroughly trus ted trlend within Paul's 

reach. It was ?au11 s intention that Timothy should bring 

to the Philippians news ot Paul and to represent him as 

only a near and confidential triend could. At the same time 

Ti mothy was to bring back to Paul an account ot things at 

Philippi. Timothy was indeed tit for the Job, a nd the 

re~der can tee1 the a1r ot peace and aatistaction as he 

reads Paul's announcement ot his decision to send iimothJ' 

as his personal representative 1nto their ~idst. 
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Paul's terminology 1n 2:20 :reveals f'urther cause tor 

his reJo1c1ng in sending Timothy to the Phil1ppia n congre­

gation. Paul wanted to send Timothy' because no man ' waa 
::, , ) J ~ 
/ o-o tp a 'Ko v ; no one else would y, no-1ws care tor their 

s 1 t ue. t1on. / er/ cp " ,Yo ,I occurs only here 1n the New Tes ta­

men t. Pnul and Timothy were of' the same mind; they \,;ere 

clo e. Paul was certain tha t the quality of' Timothy's 

ministry would be no lees than his ownp Further, Timothy's 

concern would come ylna-/w.s, "naturally," "by birth re­

l a t ion, 11 nd would therefore be genuine a.nd true. In the 

s ame ver s e PPul continues by commenting that he a nd Timothy 

served together "as a son lr1th a f'a ther. 11 Timothy would 

not r egard h1e mission merely as e. task to ·be tultilled. 

He t1as a ssociated with ~aul 1n the rounding of' tho congre1:aa­

tion and hence would take a personal interest 1n the work 

or m1n1ster1ng to the Christiane in Ph111pp1. The problem 

~r disunity, then, heavily contributed to terminology which 

Paul employed in his Epistle to the Ph111pp1ans. 

Cons i der able debete has arisen regarding Paul's men-
:, ~ _r_' J 

t1on of' "bishops and deacons" (€1T/tr-l(cn-o< and 014.KoYoL) 1n 

the first verse of the Epistle as to 1te bearing on the 

church polity 1n .?h111pp1. In this d1souaa1on the writer 

1s heavily indebted to V1ncen~ n~d h1a th~rough excursus 

on this question.30 Conclusions, however, cannot become 



dogmatic owing to the imperfections ot the sources avail­

able. 
.:> , 

t·Jhat is the relationship between the €-r,/<rKoTTos and 

the cf, tf. 1<0 J/o.s mentioned in Acta and in the Pastorai Epis­

tles? This has been a subJect of controversy tor many cen­

turies. The Roman Church, tq preserve its teaching that 

bishops were the only sucoessore ot the apostles, issued a 

dogma to this etf"eot through the Oouno11 ot Trent. Thie 

dogma was reJec~ed by the Retormed and by the Lutherans. 

As time went on, however, discussion and study on this 

matter ,rent beyond the doctrinal basi,s to a more historical 

be.s is. 

The Mew Teetame11t exh1b1te church polity in a :f"luid 

state. Terms are o:rten used interchangeably, and the ot­

f'1ces themsel ves have not as yet taken any permanent shape. 

More o:ften than not it appears as though local conditions 

toe gre~t extent were the determining tactors in the setting 

up o:r church polity. In tact, certain terms appear to have 

been used 1n s ections of' the Ohurch but not in others. . . 
ft..n apostle, a bisho~, a teacher, a deacon, are alike 
"servants." An overseer v111 be likely to be a 
presbyter, chosen on account of h1s,age and experience. 
The overseers may be called ,rp_o·i rro..,,,u.£Jlo, , ?'iyoJ.,u.£Jla t.. 
or l(u /3cp.,J i trE. 1 s • The assistants ot an"2iveraear may 
be known &8 oul I<' o lo l . or !Jlr, ,h{µ. ip £ IS • J 

The terms, then, do not oomplet~lJ explain themselves. 

r,:o$t of them bad 'tunctional meanings, were marked with 

, 



vagueness, and indicated particular :runot1ona rather than 

serving as oft1cial titles. 

cf, ;_t<oJo5 is a servant. • • • 

:, I 
11 c ,r1<rK'u1ToS is an overseer; 

dl~Kolot 1a appliP.d to 

religious and churchly ministries of all kinda.n12 

The Gnntile chu~ches, especially, w1th no mother-ohuroh 

:from which to build, were bound together and united mainly 

through their relation to ~t. P ul. Hie ideal was unity. 

The primitive Pauline church oons1eted of a number of 
little fraternities, composed largely of the ~oor and 
of tha lm-1er orders of' society, holding their meetings 
in the private houses of' some ot their membera.33 

These church-communities were self-governing. "rhe 

memoar s t h~meelves deter~ined who was to minister to them. 

It was 11D!)osaible to institute otf'ices formally within the 

Church-at-lar ge. The only exceptions were the ott1oea ot 

the apostles, prophets, and teachers. Paul declared that 

God h a.d placed these of'f'ices 111th1n the Ohuroh (1 Oor. 12:28). 

Their Juet1:f"1oat1on was a special divine endowment or 
I X 11.f / a:µ.a_ . They were not three gzaadee w1 thin the uhuroh. 

Whatever authority they possessed depended upon their divine 

origin. 

It 1s noted that neither l-rn'cr,yorro c. , ,rpccr/iC:npoL , 

nor dttil(olot appear in the Oor1nth1an 11st. Nor do they 

occur 1n the list cited 1n Ephesians 4:11-12. 

32Ib1d., p. )8. 

'.33Ibid., !>• 39. 
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But ~n the Ignat1an epistles (100-118 A. D.) we t1nd a 
clear reoogn1t1on ot three orders ot the m1n1stry,-­
b1shops, p~esbyters, .and rleaoons,--without which it 
is a sserted that a church 1e not duly constituted 
(Trall. 111). T.h1s ministry 1s the center or ohuroh 
order. The bishop 1s distinguished from the presbyter 
as representing a higher order •••• The presbyters 
are to preside e.f'ter the likeness ot the oouno11 or 
the apostles ( Mag. vi) •••• The deacons are to be 
r es pected as Jesus Christ (Trall. 111). In ahort, we 
have 1n the,ae epistles the strongly marked beginnings 
of the monarch1a l episoopacy.34 

Realizing tha t the Ph111ppia~ conbrregation was the 

oldest Pauline congregation in Europe, it does ~ppear log­

ical tha t the polity of the Church ha d become somewhat 
~ I I . 

mat.ured , and that the names £TT/trk'o.,,-6.S and dia.k'oVcs had re-

ceived a na rrower s1gn1f1oance in their ~1dat. While in • 
:J " l a ter Church use.ge c 1T/<r,t"o11n.s designates an doverseer" ot· a 

congre gation who was concerned with the spiritual side ot 

" c ongregation 11f'e and the 11ft:o-f/11n;pos s1gn1f'1ed a olass or 

state, church members o~ good standing who had proved- them­

s elves by their good works and pure character, it cannot be 

a ssumed that such was the case as tar baok as 60 A. D. Nor 

can 1t bs assumed that presbyters played no part 1n the 

Ph111p~ian congregation because they are not mentioned by 

name. 

The eooles1ast1cal eldersh1p 1s ••• . not identical 
with the ep1soopate, though. in the unsettled state or 
ecoles1ast1oal nomenclature, the names m1ght, on oc­
casion, be interchanged, and though, in the later change 
of eocleaiastioal developement, the assumption ot the 
teaching function by both olas es, though the gradual 



subsidence of ohar1smat1o endowments, tends to contuse 
them. The presbyterate denotes an honorable and 1n­
tluent1al estate in the church on the ground of' age, 
duration of" church membership, and approved che.raoter. 
Only bishops are "apno1nted." There is no appointment 
to the presbyterate.,S 

The special o:t':1'1ce of rf,C:.l(o/os occurs in the .Pastorals 

and nowhere else 1n Pa.ul 1 s writings. Generally, 1t is a 

common expression of service, either to Christ or to others. 

Exactly l1ha.t i•rere the respons1.b111 ties of' the of'f'1oe of the 

r/1t.1<olo.s uithin the Ph111pp1an congrege.t1on ve cannot tell, 

but from the qualifications of the of'f1ce which Paul men­

tions in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 1.t 1s clear that among their 

duties was the administration of charitable funds of the 

Church.36 They are probably singled out in the greeting, 

therefore, because they had been especially active in 

ga thering and sending the gif't given to Paul. Carpenter 

interprets the First Timothy passage, also, to mean that 

the r/uf.l(cl o.s was eubordine.te to the i-rr(o--1<01ro.s • '.31 

Further than this we cannot go beoause of' a lack o~ evidence. 

The Politioa1 Situation 

St. Paul's terminology 1n his Epistle to the Pl1111ppiana 

rev ale much about the political situation 1n the oity and 

l S~., p. 49. 

36H. J. · carpenter, "Minister," A Theological Word Book 
or the Bible, edited by Alan R1chardaon (New York: The 
MacMillan Oo., c.1950), p. 150. 

'37Ib1d. 



in several cases was d1reoted to its local conditions. 

Thie 1s especially true ~egarding h1a use of the words 

7ToA :rcuftt:t- ( :,:20), 7ro~ /reuSrlJc. (1:27), and the refer-
, , 

ences to Christ as Kup1os and o-wrnf in contrast to the 

practice ot Emperor worshi~ which prevailed within the 

Roman Empire. 
, ,✓ 

The verb 7roA 1 ·rcug..u.11.<. and 1 ts kindred noun .,,-011 {TEI.JP. a. 

reter to the capital or native city which keeps citizens oa 
its reg1ster38 and to the conduct ot those who are on that 

register. The Ph111pp1ans, then, regarded Rome as their 

lToA/r,u,µ.a. They regarded their own city as a miniature 

copy ot their 7ro.A !-r&u_,;Ua- , or "home base," Rome. Though 

t hey lived in the Roman colony ot Philippi, they yet be­

longed to Rome, and they were to put the Roman stamp ·upon 

the city. Though local conditions at times necessitated 

that certain customs differed from those in Rome, yet the 

Roman standard hung high and proudly over the city. In 

conduct, also, the principles ot the Roman Empire permeated 

the city and the lite ot its inhabitants, so that visitors 

and travelers could see the maJesty ot the Roman Empire 1n 

their midst. The Philippians were only, as it were, so­

Journers in the town, defending and promulgating the prin­

ciples ot the Roman Empire in that geographical location. 

38Ethelbert Stautter, Ne![ Testament Theology~ trans­
lated trom the German by John Marsh (New York: The t-:aoM1llan 
Co., o.1955), p. 296, t.n. 518. 
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The Ph111pp1an citizens were Rornansl ~heir colony was a 

"little Rome." They ,.,ere Romana away :t"rom Rome but ever 

mindf"ul th~t they were pledging allegiance to Rome, their 

'TTo,), / , £ u,p. a. . 

Philipp i wa s made such a colony by Augustus. It was 

a self-governing colony of the Mother City, but yet attached 

a nd a ssociated u1th Rome much e.s a "Crown Colony" 1s re­

l ated to London a nd the British Empire. 39 Philippi was 

l ooked after by the Roma n mperor through his appointed 

govP..rnors . The Rome.n Senate, especially in times o:t" peace, 

a s biven a.uthority over the city, appointed a proconsul, 

a nd , a a much a s possible, founded the city on the .example 

of Rome. The limits of the city were clearly marked out 

by the plough. Its citizens were enrolled 1n one ot the 
. 

Roman tribes, thereby making the citizens ot the city gives, 
tha t is, genuine Roman citizens, a nd not merely neregrlnl. 
or strangers. Usually the designation ot an individual as 

a civis was restricted to those citizens living ln Italy, 

but, because Ph111pp1 had Rome as its ,n,.J f,EcJ.P-"', its 

citizens were tully accepted as gives and Roman citizena.40 

The colonists, then, went out with all the pride ot Roman 

'39l·:. H. Boulton, The Aooetle !,m!l; H!!, &ll.!,, Labourx. 
and Letters (Bristol: T~e Maran-Atha Press, n.d.), p. 6. 

4o~. J. Conybeare and J. s . Howson, The Lite and 
Epistles ot St. Paul (Hart:t"ord: s. s. Scranton e.nd Co., 
1900) , .P• 25,-; -



o1t1zens to represent and to reproduce the o1ty ot Rome 1n 

the midst of en alien popul~tion. 

Evidence shows that Ph111pp1 was the fourth or suoh 

miniature semblances of Rome. Antioch in P1s1d1a , 

Alexancll'ia, a nd Troa s prev1ous1y had been elevated by the 

Em~eror to th1s position. ThAsa o1tiea were not merely 

mercantile centers, nor were they groups merely thrown to­

gether, but they ~ere intended pr1mer1ly tor military aate­

guard. 41 

These colonies were convenient possessions, therefore, 

f or r ewa rding veterans who had s erved 1D wars and tor estab­

lishing freedmen and other It&lians whom 1t wae desirable 

to move to a distance from Fome. 42 The maJor1ty ot r esidents 

of Philippi, then, .1·ere former 1nhab1tants ot Italy, o1t1zena 

who s till pledged allegiance to the Roman Emperor and to the 

Roma.n Empire. 

· As one might readily assume, these soldiers were the 

ruling caste 1n the colonies. Further, they were entirely 

treed from the Jurisdiction ot the prov1no1al governor. 

They elected their own mag1strates,h3 and they were trained 

41Ib1d., :;,. 2.52. 

42Thomaa Morrison, The Aots gt_ the Anoatlea and lb!. 
Enistles R1. Paul ( '3rd edition; io::dinburgh: Olephant, ,Ander­
son and Ferrier, n.d.), p. 71, t.n.T. 

43c. T. Wood, The Lite. Letters .!I!$! Religion at s t. 
Paul (2nd edition; Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 19) 2), P• S). 
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in the stern, strong d1sc1p1ines ot the Roman 1eg1ons." 

A colony was a miniature Rome. The colonists proceeded 
to t heir destina tion under their standards, and mal'ked 
out with the plough the limits ot the new city. The 
l a nd wa a divided into sections of two hundred acres, 
which t-1ere subdivided into lot·a ( sortea), and 1n mil­
itary colonies these were apportioned according to 
rank. Even in the form and appears.nee ot the city 
the mother-o1 ty \11as 1mi t a ted. The coinage bore Roman 
1nsoriDtions. The colonies were free from any intru­
s ion by the governors o'f the -prov1noa.Ls.S 

'ihe colony was a tre.nspl anted oommuni ty. The oom­

mun1 ty, r a ther than individuals, wa s given extraordinary 

privileges , and these p rivileges were made according to 

R.0 T11an o1 vil status . 46 
I 

To citizens hnv1ng Rome a e their r,-oAIT£~ Paul 

·rr 1tea t hat their ,ra,.\ f Tl't:J,.,P.A. 1s 1n heayen. In view ot 

the political structure Just described, Paul's purpose in 

reminding his readers tha t their 7To). fr£1Jfo~ 1s 1n heaven 

becomes very e.p.parent. "Our domicile 1s in heaven. •47 

Philippi was to be a n outpost tor these Ohr1st1ans end must 

r eceive the heavenly atamp ot approval. Though they dwelt 

w1 th1n a c1 ty or Greeks, barbarians, anrl Romans, and though 

they followed the customs and torma or Phil1pp1an and Roman 

life, yet they were only soJourners there and must ever give 

lJ.~. ~ • Farrar, 1.b!z. L1te and 1·iork Rt. St. Paul ( New 
York: E. P . Dutton and Co., 1889), p. 277. 

4Svinoent, .!m• o1t., p. xvii. 

46Ib1d •. 

47Herklota, on. cit., p. 108~ 
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evidence, by -their conduct and manner ot lite, that they 

'trere living the lif'e of o1t1zens of' heaven. Even as the 

corporate, closely-knit lite ot the Philipplan o1vea made 

a deep impression upon outsiders, so also the Ohr1atiana 

in Philippi, by their corporate, un1t1ed life 1n Jesus 

Chris t were to me.k.e a deep impression upon outsiders and 

to serve as a ma Jor f actor 1n winning converts tor the 

Goepel. 
I One c~nnot but think hera of the old cl1ohe: The 

Chr1s t1en must be 1n the world, but not ot the world. 

1or-ldliness is one ot the 11oret enemies ot the Church. 

Paul t-1as z-em1nd1ng his readers that the Church he.d a mes­

sage to the nation which surrounded 1t. The oorporate 11te 

of the Ohr1st1an society must be worthy ot the Gospel. It 

mus t be dl~terent. The banner ot the Cross ot Ohr-1st must 

vave proudly and confidently at all times, so that the out­

sider can not but see that eternal goal to which the Chris­

tian has pledged himself. 

That the 'fT'bA r rct.!,J)-0. ot the Christian la in heaven also 

test1t1es to the tact that eternity had now broken through 

into time and that the lons prophealed age ot the Spirit had 

begun. b,8 Bel1eve:ra we:re 1nhab1tanta ot a new vo:rld o:r Joy 

and treedom. Their lives were to be lived 1n aervloe to 

48Jamea S1ifwart, A Mm 1n Christ (Mew York: Harpe:r and 
Brothers, 09h1] , p. 272. 
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the 11v1ng and true God. A new thr1ll of hope and expecta­

t1on was to permeate the1r lives. Their hearts and lives 

were to be f'1lled with the certainty that nothing could 

defeat Jesus or bring His cause to contua1on.49 

The c1ty of which the Ohr1st1an ie a citizen 1a 1n 

henven. By making this testimony, Paul was also bearing 

witness to the fact that the Ph1lipp1an Christians had a 

right to this heo.venly city. The gives ot Ph111ppi became 

such not by the ir own desire. The Emperor h1meelt, through 

his representatives, to be sure, decreed upon whom thJ.s 

title should be bP.stowed. So, also, God elected His people 
I 

to the heavenly ,roA I T~u.)J.o.. because or Hie Son I s work ot 

redemption. He placed their names on the register ot the 

?ToA /, '€cJft-a... and gave them this ci t1zensh1p tor a purpose. 

T e ir "appointment II to serve their King in His 7,oA. frc'!,,P-a.. 

was not the result of a haphazard selection or choosing, 

nor was it a matter ot ''luck." God called them by name and 

placed their names on the 11heavenly charter. • nenoe, Paul 

was encouraging his readers to behave themaelTe~ as Buell, 

with certaintT o.nd enthusiasm, as His appointed representa­

tives upon earth. 
I 

-,roAITE'!,,IJ.fA- doe,s not refer only· to the sliate to t>rh1ch 

c1t1zans belong, however. ~he word also eugests the tuno­

t1ons which the o1't1zena were to perform. ffo.-1 frctJ..PA- refers 
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to that l-1h1ch one does.. SO A du.ty ls involved when one be-

longs to a 7To'). fTECV,La.. • Fer the Roman citizen in 

Philippi it meant the unwavering allegiance to the prin­

ciples of the Ro1De.n ~mp1re, to the 11:t'e ot the Roman Em­

pira, to the defense of the ~oman Empire, to obedience to 

that for which the Roman Empire s~ood. The Phllippian 

readers were to understand this aspect ot the {TaA /,etJ.,,t,LO­
a lso. The duty involved tor them was to walk as citizens 

or the s a ints and kingdom of God with the knowledge that 
11here ,-;e have no a biding c1 ty. 11Sl 

Since they were a minority group 1n Philippi, the 

t emptation we.s no doubt ever present to conform to the 

et ndards a nd mores of the surrounding po~ulace. The 1dea 

of 0011f'orm1ng to the patt ern of Roman life must have o:tten 

seemed very appealing to the Christians as an ·escape trom 

d1reot or indirect persecution. As members and citizens o~ , 
tlle hea venly TTOA.trE.uµ~ , however, the Ph1lipp1an Chr1s-

t1anE were reminded of tlie responaibilities which that citi­

zenship also entailed. Even as the Roman inhabitants were 

to remain free trom barbarian and foreign ways ~r lite lest 

the 11:Roman atmosphere" of the oity be corrupted, so also the 

S0 -sart1n H. Scharlemann, "Sermon stud.7 on Ph111pp1ana 
3:17-21,u :£h!. Concord1a·Pulntt tor .12.iS. (St. Louis: Con­
cordia Publishing ~Iouse, 195 ) , xxvy-;-z;;71. 

51H.enry Airay-, Lectures upon the Whole E;o1atll of~ 
l,g_ lh!!, Ph111p-o1ana (Edinburgh: James Nichol, 1864, p. ---,-00. 


