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Zoes beyond raciel or physical charscteristies.
The seme call to unity 1= expressed in 1:7: anyRm;MuﬁJ}
ALOU TRS XdpPirTas malrTes Guas d)Jras . "In my
bonds, z2nd in the defenge nnd confirmetion of the Zospel,

you are ell (7aV/ras) partakers of my grace." Even as the

entire congregation tolled to alleviate Paul's sufferings
in imprisonment s=nd to cooperate with him in defending the
Gospel and %o suffer for 1ts sske, so Faul here shows that
they 211 were vnrompted by the zame grace. They were one
people. They were to dwell together as ;ne body in Christ.
It 1s noted just in presing that strife between two women I
of the congregetion, Tuodias and Syntyche, prompted Paul to
exhort them by name to unity (&£:2).

Faul's mention of Timothy (2:19) may go beyond simply
his hligh regard for this young preacher. "But I trust in
the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I
also may be of good comfort, when I know your state."
Timothy wes the one thoroughly trusted friend within Paul's
reach. It was Faul's intention thet Timothy should bring
to the Philippians news of Paul and to represent him as
only & near snd confidential friend could. At the same time
Timothy was to bring back to Paul an account of things at
Philippi. Timothy was indeed it for the Jjob, and the
reader can feel the alr of pezce and satisfactlon as he
reads Paul's announcement of hils decision to send Timothy

es his versonal representative into thelr wldst.
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Paul's terminology in 2:20 reveals further czsuse for
his rejolicing in sending Timothy to the Philippian congre-
gatlion., Faul wanted to send Timothy because no man' wes
jrdpuyoy ; no one else would y»/yeiwscave for their
aituation. j}q{¢uthJ occura only here in the New Testa-
ment. PFPaul and Timothy were of the same mind; they were
close. Paul was certain that the gquality of Timothy'é
minlstry would be nc less than his own, Further, Timothy's
concern would come )ﬂévavﬁhs, “naturally," "by birth re-
lation," and would therefore be genuine and true. In the
game verse FPaul continues by commenting that he and Timcthy
gervad together "as & son with a father." Timothy would
not regard his misslon merely as & task to be fulfilled.
He was associated with Paul in the founding of the congrega-
tion and hence would take a personal interest in the work
of ministering tc the Chriastians in Fhilippi. The péoblem
of disunity, then, heavily contributed to terminology which
Paul employed in his Foistle to the Philipplsans.

Conaiderable debate hass arisen regarding Paul's men-
tion of "bishope and deacons" (E’Fllﬂ"lrvrrﬂ ana drdkoVor) in
the first verse of the Eplstle as to its bearing on the
church polity in Fhilippl. In this discuesion the writer
i1s heavily indebted tc Vincent and his thorough excursus

cn this queation.ao Conclusions, however, cannot become

301p1d4., pp. 36-51.
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dogmatic owing to the imperfections of the sources avail-
able.

Yhat is the relationship between the F—:', m I;‘KN’"’S and
the dJidici/os mentioned in Acts and in the Fastoral Epis-
tles? This has been a subject of controversy for many cen-
turies. The Roman Church, to preserve its teaching that
bighops were the only successors of the apostles, issued a
dogma to this effect through the Councll of Trent. This
dogma was rejected by the Reformed and by the Lutherans.

As time went on, however, discussion and study on this
netter went beyond the doctrinal besis to 2 more historical
besis,

The MNew Testament =xhibits church poiity in a Tluld
etate. Termes are often used interchangeably, and the of-
Tices themselves have not as yet taken any permanent shape.
More often than not 1t appears as though local conditions
to a greet extent were the determining factors in the setiing
up of church polity. In fact, certain terms appear to have
been used in ssctions of the Church but not in others.

An agostle, a bishop, & teacher, a deacon, are alike

"gervants." An overseer will be likely to be a

presbyter, chosen on account of his age and experience.

The overseers may be called FpolvoTdwmerot , Fiyodueler

or Kﬂﬁep:fria-u; « The agsista,nts of anagveraeer may

be known as didrxo/et  Or aVridnuyers .

The terms, then, do'not completely explsln themselves.

iost of them had functional meanings, were marked with

311pid., pp. 37-38.
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ragueness, and indicated particular functions rather than
serving as officisl titles. " é-?'ﬂ"/’o"(aﬂ:os is an overseer;
S1akoves 1s s servant. . . . dike/ot 18 applied to
religious and churchly minlstries of all kinds. "32

The Gantile churches, especially, with no mother-church
from which to build, were bound together and united mainly
through their relation to St. Paul. Hie 1deal was unity.

The primitive Pauline church consisted of = number of

1it%tle Traternities, composed largely of the poor and

of' the lower orders of zociety, holding their meetings

in the private houses cf some of thelr members.33

These church-communitles were self-governing. The
memoers themselves determined who wes to minizster to them.
It was impossible %o institute offices formeally within the
Churgh-at-large. The only exceptions were the offices of
the apostles, prophets, and teachers. Paul declared that
God had placed these offices within the Church (1 Cor. 12:28).
Their Justification was a speclal divine endowment or
:XEK/’IOJMLL. They were not three grades within the Church.
Vhatever authority they vossessed depended upon thelr dlvine
origin,

It is noted that neither &Zﬂ'fa‘ff“""“- ’ Tl“Pé'“‘g“'T'EP"’- )
nor idKeVst eppear in the Corinthian 1list. Nor do they
occur in the list cited in Fphesians &:11-12.

321p14., p. 38.
31pid., p. 39.
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But in the Ignatlian epistles (100-118 A. D.) we find a
clear recognition of three orders of the minlstry,--
bishops, presbyters, and deacons,--without which it

is asserted that a church 18 not duly constituted
(Zrall. 1i1). This ministry 1s the center of church
order. The blshop is distinguished from the presbyter
a8 revresenting a higher order. . . . The presbyters
are to preside after the llkeness of the council of
the apostles (Mag. vi). . . . The deacons =re to be
respvectsd as Jesus Christ (Irall. 1ii). In short, we
have 1in These eplstles the strongly marked beginnings
of the monarchisl eplscovacy.l

Healizing that the Philipplan'congregation was the
oldest Pauline congregation in Furope, it does appear log-
ical that the polity of the Church had become somewhap
mafure&, and that the names Eﬁﬂzwﬁﬂis and dGék%%S had re-
ceived s narrower significance in their midst. While in
later Church usage Z T /:Nl’bm-‘-‘ designates an "overseer" of a
congregetion who was concerned with the spiritual side of
congregation life and the Z7%U¢ﬂﬁ?P°5 signified a class or
state, church members of good standing who had proved them-
selvea by thelr good works and pure charscter, 1t cannot be
assumed that such was the case as far back as 60 A. D. Nor
can it be sssumed that opresbyters played no nart in the
Philippien congregetion because they are not mentioned by
name.

The ecclesiastical eldership 1s . . .:.not idsntical

with the episcopate, though in the unsettled state of

ecclesiastical nomenclature, the names might, on oc-
casion, be interchanged, and though, in the later change

of ecclesizstical developement, the assumptlion of the
teaching function by both classes, though the gradual

M1p14., p. 20.
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subslidence of charismatic endowments, tends to confuse

them. The presbyterate denotes an honorable and in-

fluential eatete in the church on the ground of age,

duration of church membership, and spproved character.

Only bishope are "appointed." There is no appointment

to the presbyterate. 5

/

The special office of efmﬁ’ol/c':f occurs in the Pastorals
and nowhere else in Paul's writings. Generally, it is a
common expression of service, elther to Chriat or to others.
ixXactly what were the responsibllities of the office of the
1 ke/es within the Phillpplan congregation we cannot tell,
but from the qualifications of the offlice which Pzaul men-
tions in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 1% ls clear that among thelr
duties was the adminlstration of charitable funds of the
Church.36 They are probably singled out in the greetlng,
therefore, because they had been especially active in
gethering and sending the gift given to Paul. Carpenter
interprets the First Timothy passage, also, to mean that

) /

the o/idkoVos wae subordinate to the &m/(oKemes 37

Further than this we cannot go because of a lack of evidence.
The Political Situation

5t. Fauvl's terminology in his Epistle to the Phllipplansa
reveala much sbout the political situation in the city and

351b14., ». b9.

353. J. Carpenter, "Minister," A Theologicsl Word Book
of the Bible, edited by Alan Richardson (New York: The

Mackillan Co., ¢.1950), ». 150.

371mia.
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in several cases wae directed to its local conditions.
Thie 1s especielly true regarding hie use of the words
77‘0/\ i’r,su,ua__ (2:20), 77‘0/]/7-5':4&"196 (1:27), and the refer-
ences to Christ as Kﬁ&WDS and 01UT5P in contrast to the
practice of Emperor worehiv which prevailed within the
Aomen Empire.

The verb 7704 IT‘é‘U/G,LlG-( and 1ts kindred noun ﬂ"Dr];TE':'/“L
refer to the capltal or native city which keeps citizens on
ite reglster3® and to the conduct of those who are on that
reglster. The Philipplane, then, regarded Rome as their
,Fbﬁ:%fqum They regarded their own clty as a minlature
copy of thelr 7Tanﬁ€q}4“- » or "home base,” Rome. Though
they lived in the Roman colony of Philippi, they yet be-
longed %o Rome, and they were to nut the Roman stamp upon
the city. Though local conditlions at times necessitated
that certain customs differed from those in Rome, yet the
Roman standard hung high and proudly over the city. In
conduct, also, the principles of the Roman Empire permeated
the city and the 1life of 1ts inhabitants, so that visltors
and travelers could see the majesty of the Roman FEmpire in
their midst. The Philippians were only, as 1t were, so-
journers in the town, defending and promulgating the prin-

civles of the Roman Empire in that geographical location.

I8 thelbert Stauffer, New Testament Theology, trans-
lated from the German by John Marsh (New York: The Nackillan
Co., €.1955), p. 296, f.n. 518.
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The Philippian citizens were Romans! Their colony was a
"little Rome." They were Romans away from Rome but ever
mindful that they were vledging alleglance to Rome, their
17 o,:i r{r£uAa.-

fhiliopl was made such a colcny by Augustus. It was
a self-governing colony of the Mother City, but yet attached
and assoclated with Rome much 2s a "Crown Colony" is re-
lated to London and the British Empire.>? FPhilippi was
looked after by the Roman Emperor through his asppointed
governors. The Roman Senate, especially in times of peace,
wag given authority over the city, appointed a proconsul,
and, as much as possible, founded the clty on the example
of fome. The limits of the city were clearly marked out
by the pnlough. Its citlzens were enrolled in one of the
Homen tribes, thereby making the citizens of the city cives,
that 1s, genuline Foman cltlzens, and not merely peregrini,
or strangers. Usually the designation of an individual as
a ecivis was rastrl&ted to those citizens living in Italy,
but, because Philippi had Rome as its j7ol/Teuua, its
citizens were fully accepted as gives and Roman citizens.*0

The colonliste, then, went out with all the pride of Roman

3%;. H. Boulton, The Avostle Psul; His Life, Laboure,

and Letters (Brietol: The Maran-Atha Press, n.d.), p. %

uoH. J. Conybesre and J. &, Howson, The Life and

Eplistles of 3t. Faul (Hartford: S. 5. Scranton eand Co.,
1900), . 253.
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cltizens to reprecent and %o reoroduce the city of Home in
the midst of an alien population.

Evidence shows that Philippil was the fourth of such
minlature semblances of Reme. Antlioch in Pisidia,
Alexandrie, =2nd TIroas previously had been elevated by the
Emperor to thls position. These cities were not merely
nercantlle centers, nor were they groups merely thrown to-
gether, but they were intended primerily for military safe-
guard.al

These colonles were convenlent possessions, therefore,
for rewarding veterans who had ssrved ln wars and for estab-
lishing freedmen and other Italians whom 1t was desirable
tc move to o distance from Eome.ua The nmajority of residenta
of 7hilippi, then, were former inhabitants of Italy, citizens
who stilil pledged alleglance to the Roman Emperor and to the
Flomzn Empire.

As one might reedily esssume, these soldiers were the
ruling caste in the colonies. Further, they were entirely
freed from the Jjurisdiction of the provinclal governor.

They elected thelr own maglatr&tes,h3 and they were tralned

blrvsg., ». 252.

k21nomas Morrison, The Acts of the Avocstles and the
Eplstles of Paul (3rd edition; Edinburgh: Olephant, Ander-
son and Ferrier, n.d.), p. 71, f.n. 7.

43c, T. Wood, The Life, Letters and Religion of St.
Paul (2nd edition; Edinburgh: . and T. Clark, 1932), ». 53.
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in the etern, etrong disciplines of the Romen 1eglona.“4

4 colony was & miniature Rome, The colonists proceeded

to thelr destination under their stsnderds, 2né marked

out with the plough the limits of the new city. The
land wee divided intc sections of two hundred acrea,

which were subdivided into lots (gortes), and in mil-

itary colonies these wsre apportioned =according to

rank. Even in the forrm and sppearance of the city

the mother-city was imitated. The colnage bore Roman

inecripticns. The colconies were free from any intru-

sion by the governors of the province.X5

The colony was & transplanted community. The com-
munity, rather than individusls, was given extraordinary
privileges, and these »nrivileges were made according to
Homan eivil status.“6

/

To citizens having Rome se their JrodiTesua Paul
writes that their /oli7ecsa 1s in heaven. In view of
the political structure Just deseribed, Paul's purpose in
reminding his readers that their JTodiTeuma. 13 in heaven
becomes very epperent. "Our domicile is in heaven. "7
Philipnl was to be an outnost for these Christiasnas and must
receive the hesvenly stamp of approval. Though they dwelt
within a city of Greeks, barbarians, and Romans, and though
they followed the custome and forms of Phllippian and Roman

1life, yet they were only sojourners there and must ever glve

b4n . w. Farrar, The Life and Hork of 3t. Paul (New

York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 1889), p. 277.
b5vincent, op. git., p. xvii.

461nia,
“7Herklots, opb. cit., p. 108.
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evidence, by thelr conduct and manner of life, that they
were living the 1life of ocitlzens of heaven. Even as the
corporate, closely-knit life of the Philippian cives made
2 deep impression upon outsiders, so also the Christiang
in Fhillponl, by their corvorate, unified life in Jesus
Christ were %o make a deep impression upon outsiders and
to serve as & major Tactor in winning converts for the
Gospel.

One cennot but think here of the old cliche: The
Christien must be in the world, but not of the world.
Worldliness lg ons of the worst enemles of the Church.

Paul was reminding his readers that the Church hed a mes-
sage tc the nation which surrounded 1t. The corporate life
of the Christien soclety must be worthy of the CGospel. It
must be different. The banner of the Cross of Christ must
wave proudly and confidently at all times, so that the out-
sider can not but see that eternal goal to which the Chris-
tian has pledged himself.

That the r7eldircuse of the Christien is in heaven also
testifies to the fact that eternity had now broken through
into time snd that the long prophesled age of the Spirlt had
bagum.'""8 Believers were inhabitants of a2 new world ot Joy

and freedom. Thelr lives were to be lived in service to

485amen & ewart, A Man ;g,chriét (New York: Harper and
Brothers, [1943] , ». 272.
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the living and true God. A new thrill of hope and expecta-
tlon was to vermeate their lives. Their hearts and lives
were to be filled with the certainty that nothing could

defeat Jesus or bring His cause %o confusion.*?

The city of which the Christisn 1s a citizen is in i
heaven. By making thils testimony, Paul was also bearing
witness to the fact that the Philippiasn Christians had &
right to this heavenly city. The cives of Phllippl became
such not by their own deeire. The Emperor himself, through
hls representatives, to be sure, decreed upon whom this
title should be begtowed. £o0, 2lso, God elected His people
tc the heavenly ]TbA;}3qua. because of His Son's work of
redemption. He placed their names on the reglster of the
ZTaJIGEQAuL- and gave them this citizenehip for a purpose.
Their "appointment" to serve their King in His Trod iTeuvna
was not the result of a haphazard selection or choosing,
nor was 1%t & matter of "luck." God called them by name and
placed their names on the 'heavenly charter." Hence, Faul
was encouraging his resders to behave themselves as such,
with certainty and enthuelesm, as Hls apvointed rspresenta-
tives upon earth.

Tro)i%egaq. does not refer only to the state to which
citizens belong, however. The word also suggests the func-

7
tions which the citizens were to perform. /TbJIF€gun- refers

b91p1q.
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to thet which one does.3? A duty 1is involved when one be-
longzs to & 770l i/'T"é'U/ua- . For the Roman citlizen in
Philippl it meant the unwavering allegiance to the orin-
clples of the Romen Empire, to the life of the Roman Em-
Pire, To the defense of the =oman Empire, tc obsdience to
that for which the Roman Empire stood. The FPhilippian
recders were to understand this aspect of the /7 oA f'rga;u.a_
also. The duty involved for them was to walk as citizens
of the salnte and kingdom of God with the knowledge that
"here we have no abiding city."51

Since they were & minority sroup in Philippi, the
temptatlon wes no doubt ever oresent to conform to the
etandards and mores of the surrounding vopulace. The idea
of conforming to the pattern of Roman life must have often
geemed very eppeesling to the Christizns ss an escape from
direct or indirect persecution. As members and citizens of
the heavenly ']T‘o)f TeEupa. , however, the Philippian Chris-
tiane were reminded of the responsibllities which that citi-
zenshlp also entelled. Even as the Roman inhablfents wers
to remsin free from barbarian and foreign ways of 1life lest

the "Roman atmosphere" of the clity be corrupted, so aiso the

50artin H. Scharlemann, "Sermon Study on Fhilivpians
3:17-21," The Concordia Pulpit for 1955 (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1954), N“avi, 471.

5lienry Airay, Lectures upon the Fhole Epistle of Ea
to the Philipoians (Tdinburgh: James Fiohol 186L) 3 p.—“%ﬂ) s
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