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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The resder of the New Testament 1s ever avare that

the Book he 1e reading has been written under the inspira-

tion of CGod. He is not merely reading the results of man's
wladowm, but he 1le opening his mind and heart to receive
God'e revelation of Judgment =nd mercy presented in written
words through the agents whom He Himself appolnted. This
often results in misunderstending regarding the Biblical
view of insplration. ©Guestionsz such as these often zarise:
"If this is God's Vord, what vart does the human author
play?" "Is this 1lnaplration a2 mechanical rendering whereby
the author loses all versonzl identity?" "Does the author
have eny freedom in the formulation of his writings?"* It
is to these gquestions that this thesis is directed, and it
will be shown that the "human element" is not forced into
the background in the writings of the New Testament. ¥Whlle
the New Testament is Cod's Vord end written by men "moved
by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1:21), yet the writers wrote in
accordence with thelr own style and in language which thelir
hearers knew and understood.

This thesis, then, will not be concerned with the
doctrine of inspiration as such. It wlll rather dlscuss

the terminology which exhibits the involvement under

| . . \




2
inspiration of the "human hand" in its formulation and the
influence of local conditions in determining this terminol-

o5Y.

In this research paper the investigstion will be re-
gtricted to Paul's letter to the Philionlans. Even within
this restriction completeness cannot be attained because of
scanty information avallable on the locel conditions as
they existed in Philippil at the time of St. Paul. Occa-
slonally evidence will be cited 2s it pertains to Rome and
not specifically to Philippi. This may be Justified, how-
ever, in the 1light of the fact that Philippl had Home as
its 7Tvﬁl$154ALﬂ— and was, therefore, = "little Rome," a
Roman colony natterned =fter its FKother.

The method used in erriving at conelusions in this
thesle is the followlng: HMaterial on the city of FPhilippl
was gathered. The text of Philipplens was then studied and
words or phrases selected which showed a2 connection with
the economic, social, religiocus, or political 1life of
Philioni on the basis of known conditions within the city.
To acquaint the reader with this investigestion more ade-
qguately, background material regerding the ecity of Philippi
and St. Paul's association with the Phillipplans first will
be given briefly. The writer is hopeful that the reader
will find through this study evidences of God's wlsdom in
using a human author, in an htsforloal sltuation, to write
to = Christlan congregsation in meaningful language with
vwhich 1t would be famillar.




CHAPTFR II
THE HISTORY OF PHILIPPI

Phllippl is a clty in Mecedonla. It wae originally
called Krenides, "Little VFountains," from the numerous wells
or fountains which existed in the srea.l Phillp of iacedonia,
the father of Alexander the Creat, named the clty after him-
gelf after conquering 1t and bullding s rortress.on the site.
Fnilippl, because of 1ts locatlon and wealth, became one of
the foremost cltles in Macedonla.

The Homens became masters of this region in 42 B, C.
upon the defeat of the Republican forces under Brutus and

2 Two béttles were fought

Cassius by Octavien and Antony.
on the alte. With the final battle the Oligarchy fell be-
fore the rising of the great Roman Empire.

Standing on the great road which the Romans bullt from
the Hellespont to Dwrraéhlum'on the Adriatic Sea, Philippil
asgumed the role of one of the most irportant clties of the
Empire. Strategically located, it served as a city of de-
fense for the entire are=.

Philippi became more important in 31 B. C. after

1z, B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's Evlstle to the Fhilipviang
(London: l!sclillan end Co., Ltd., 1927), p. b7.

?Fgrtin R. Vinecent, The Epistle to the Philippiesns and

to Fhilemon, in The Internatjonal Critical Gomgegtg;x
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1897), D. xXvi.
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Octavian had defeated Antony at Actium, and Augustus settled
the clty with Roman soldlers. Philippl became z Roman
colony called "Colonla fugusta Julia Philippensis." It
became a minlature likeness of the city of Rome, and 2
Homan atmosvhere permeated the city. Augustus settled
battle veterans in the city and designated that those whonm
he assigned to Fhllippl were to regard'thls assignment as &
reward for thelr faithfulneass and service to the Emperﬁr
and the Roman Emplre.

Kany of the settlers, then, were Roman soldiers.
Though Jews dwelt in the clty, they were few and despised.
Thelir place of worship was merely a [/ °7¢vX “ , & "prayer
house," and not a full synagogue, outside the walls of the
city, on the river's bank. > Lightfootu and Morton’ agree
with this theory and mention that 1t gives suoport to the
conviction that the military town of 2Philippil did not at-
tract meny Jews. Arndt and Gingrich state that ﬁﬁpoffuxé}

ie nearly zlweys equivalent to a‘w/a-}’w}”{ el

But many consider that the 72 1in &c 15:13,16 was not

& regular synagogue because 1t was attended only by
women (v. 13), and because the word oU¥ 1is freq.

3. C. G. Moule, Philiopisn Studies (London: Hodder
end Stoughton, 1904), p. 13.

b1 1ghtfoot, op. cit., p. 52.

5y, V. “orton, In the Steps of St. Paul (New York:
Dodd, Meed, and Co., 19LE), p. 272.
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used elesew. in Ao (e.g. 17:1,10,17). . . 6
Philippl was e rich and oprosperous city. The original
interest in the city stemmed from the rich gold mines in
the area. Gold mining wes the principal industry of the
reglon for many years. During the time of Fhillp, for
instence, gold mining ylelded him an annual revenue of
a thousand talents,--a treasure which furnished him
with the means of establishing and maintalning 2 navy,
and which wea quite as potent as_his army 1in securing
the futurs triumph of liacedonia.
Deisemenn noints out, however, that by the time of Paul
these mines had hecome depleted, and poverty was the normal

eltuation in all of the liacedonian churohes.8

While thiaz in no way gives the reader a complete under-

standing of the history and esituation of Philippi, it may

suffice for now. The major references to the city will be
reserved for Chapter IV, in which the relationship between
the city of Philippl snd the Christians of Philippil will be

vresented.

6y1111em F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-
Englieh Lexicon of the New Iestament and Other Early Chrig-
Tian Literature (Chicego: The University of Chicago Fress,
¢.1957), ». 720.

7V1ncent, op., eit., D. xV.
84d01ph Deissmann, St. Paul, A SBtudy An Social and

Religious History, translated from the German by Lionel R,
M. Strachan (London: Hodder and Stoughton, ¢.1912), p. 215.




CHAPTER III
PAUL'S CONTACT WITH THE PHILIPPIANS
His Vielt to the City

ficts gilves the account of Paul's first visit to the
ceity of Philippi (16:9-40). Paul founded the Church at
Philippi on hls second misslonary Journey. While at Troas
he received in a vision the command to go over to Europe
and to meke his way to the city of Fhilippi. Arriving at
the city with Luke, Silas, and Timothy, Paul Jjourneyed to
the riverside to meet first with the Jewish inhabitants of
the city. As was pointed out above, the Jews apperently
had no synagogue of their own in the city.l Whether one
may call Paul's work in the cify successful is, perhaps, a
matter of debate, but 1t is interesting to note the con-
verts who are mentioned.

Among the converts to Christianity was a woman by the
name of Lydla, a seller of purple, from the city of Thyatira.
She and her whole household were converted and baptized by
8t. Paul during his stey in their midst. A business woman
of first rank, no doubt, whose business may suggest the
existence of wealth within the city, she accepted Christ as

her Spgvior. Paul's next probable convert had an altogether

1Sunra, p. 4.
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different background. 5She was a fortune-teller and slave
girl out of whom he had cast a spirit of divination. The
performence of this miracle, however, had serious results.
Paul and Siles were dragged into the market-place and
charged with being Jews who were spreadiﬁg unlawful doc-
Trines amongz the Romans. They were accused of preaching
Tresacnable heresy that would endanger the customs en-
Jolned upon the Fomen inhebitants.

After being beaten, Paul and Silas were cast into
prison. God miraculously delivered them that night, how-
ever, and used them for the conversion of the third indi-
vidual recorded, the jaller snd his house. Upon thelr re-
leaege the next morning Paul and Silas once agein visited
Lydls snd the brethren. They then left the city. The
twentieth chapter of Acts tells of Paul's return to the
city on his third missionary Jjourney.

The Letter to the Philipplans

Ihe genuineness of the Epistle to the Philippians 1s
today generally recognized. The external evidence for 1t
1s strong. The Letter of Pclycarp to the Fhilipplans ad-
monishes the Philippiang to make use of and to study care-

fully the epistles which Paul had written to them.? The

2polycarp, The Letter of Polycerp to the Philippians,
3:2, translated from the Greek by Edger J. Goodspeed, in The
Apostolic Fathers (New York: Harper and Brothers, c.1950),
p. 2 o.
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Huratorizn Canon places it among the letters of Paul. It
is included in the Zyrisn and 014 Latin versions. At the
close of the secund century it was in use by church fathers
such 2e Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian.
For further reference to such external evidence the reader
is referred %to Vincent’ end %o Thiessen.h

The internzl evidence is also moat convinecing. The
author of the Fpistle eells himself Paul (1:1). "The his-
Toricel detells, the language and style, and the tone of the
letter, sll point to Paul as the author."® Kennedy seys:
"Perhops no Peuline epletls bears more conclusively the
stemp of authentielty."s

One difficulty some scholars heve found with the
Epistle concerns the unity of the letter. It has been sug-
gested that 1t conelsts of two letters rather thsn one: one
(1:1-3:1; 4:21-23) being addressed to the Church in general;
the other (3:2-4:20) to certain prominent individuals

3artin R. Vincent, The Epistle to the Philinviesns and
tc Philemon, in The Internationsl Criticel Commentary
(Tdinburgh: 7. and T. GClark, 1897), DP. XXV-xxvi.

uHenry C. Thiessen, Introduction te the New Testament
(grangenapids: ¥m. B. ﬁerdmans Publishing Co., 1952), op.
2 ?—2 (]

51vid., p. 248,

6y, 4. A, Kennedy, The Epistle to ths Philiopvians, in
Ihe Expositor's Greek Hew Testament, edited by ¥W. Robertson
¥%§°1._2io 7!'&':-'"&"‘!:‘:;:1 Repids: Vm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., n.d.),
' L ]
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within 1t.7 The main argument for such a divislion revolves
around the abrupt and sharp contrast between 3:1 and 3:2,
The solving of this problem is beyond the scope of this
paper. The reader is referred to !ichael for a further
discussion of this quest:.on.8 For our concern 1t 1s satis-
factory to note that the unity, not the authorship, is in
cusation.

Verlious viewpoints have been expressed 28 to the nlace
from which Pauvl wrote the Epistle to the Philipnians.
Scholers have suggested 1its ﬁriting es taking place in
elther Ephesus, Csesarea, or Home.9

Thic writer has been unsble to find any author who
gees Turther than merely to present the arguments in favor
of Caessarean as being the plece of writing. The main evi=-
dences whlch Mueller presents as being used to support this
theory are the following: (a) The Aimprisonment mentioned

in Phil. 1:13 is better understood in the light of Paul's

circumstances in Caesarea under military custody than of

7Th1essen, op. cit., p. 248,

85. Hugh Michael, The Eplstle of Paul to the Philiopians,
in The ¥offatt New Testament Commentary, edited by James
Moffatt (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, n.d.),

PP. xi-xil.

For a thorough discuseion of these three views the
reader 1s referred to Mueller's treatment which offers a
comprehensive summary of the subject. Jac. J. Mueller, The

Evistles of Paul to the Philivpians and I_Q__Mr‘l_, in The

New International Commentary on the New Iestament (Grand
Rapids: Vm. B. Terdmans Publishing Co., 1955), pp. 21-28.
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those in Rome where he was falrly free to move about and to
presch; (b) The Praetorium (Phil. 1:13) must be identified
wlith the Palasce of Herod 2%t Caesarea, of which Acts 23:35
makes mention.10 _ .

Against thiles theory Mueller states thet: (a) As the
trial of Paul drew near at the end of his two-year imprison-
ment, he would have been subjected to stricter custody; (b)
Paul sgtates that his bonds were manifest "throughout the
vhole FPraetorium and to all the rsat." The phrase "to all
the rest" could only refer tec Caeser's gusrd of nine
thousand men in Rome.l: Franzmann adds, in summarizing the
unlikelihcod of Ceesarec as being the nlesce of writing:
{2) Poul at thet time hed no thought of revisiting Macedonia
or fgla ¥inor; (b) In Ceessrea there never was & prospect of
en esrly relezse; (c) It is unlikely thaet Fhilemon, a run-
awey slave, would take refuge in a town llke Caesares, wvhere
he could hardly hope to escape detection.12 Thiessen com-
ments that Af Caesarea hed been the place of writing,
reference® would no doubt have been mede in the Epistle to

Philin the Evengelist, who lived in the city (Acts 21:8).13

101pia., pp. 22-23.
1l1pid.

12yprtin H. Franzmann, "New Testament Introduction,"
unpublished lecture notes fSt. Louis: Concordla Seminary
Print Shop, n.d.), ». 82. :

13Th1eaaen, op. eit., p. 228.
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Duncan 1s the most noteworthy suovporter of Fphesus as
the place of suthorship. He holds that there are 2 number
of passages on which such = hypotheals could be bzsed. In
Second Corinthians (11:23) Paul claims that he had been

"in prison far more frequently.® In First Corinthians

(15:30-32) he refers to fighting with wild beaste at Evhesus 1
and his 1life beling in danger continually. Although he pro-
ceeds with cautiocn in using Second Corinthiang 1:8-10 as
evidence, Duncan does suggeat that Paul's reference to "the
diastress which befell me in Asia" could alsc be referred to
an Tpheslan lmprisonment. Besildes these references Duncan
calls upon extra-canonical evidence to support a2n Ephesian
minigtry, most of which is indirect. The one specific
refTerence he quotes comes from the Acts of Paul in which
there is the story of Paul's encounter with a lion at
Fphesus. For s complete study of Duncan's theory the reader
ie referred to his 5%t. Saul's Epheslen Ministry.l¥
Dodd objectively tekez up uncan's theory in his New
Teastament Studies.l? After a careful anelysis he concludea:
The net result so far is that the Ephesian hypotheais
has some a2dvantage, . . . provided that we are at
liberty to assume that Paul was imprisoned at Ephesus.

But so far we hove only bsen convinced that such an
imprisonment is possible. Unless it can be shown to

1“George S. Duncen, St. Paul's Ephesian ¥inistry (New
York: Charles Seribner’a Sons, 1930), DP. 59-57.

15¢. H. Dodd, New Testament Studies (Manchester:
Manchester Univeréity Press, 1953), pp. 85-99.

| | _
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be probable, then the advantage after all would lle

wlth the Roman hypothesig, since we know that Paul

wag imorisoned at Rome.l

Franzmann states: "The direct evidence for an inm-
priscnment at Ephesus 1s admittedly not very strong; the
hypotheslis is bszed largely on indirect, internal evi-
dence."l?7 Thiessen srgues that it is unlikely that the
Fhilipplans would have sent Paul a gift at Ephesus, where
he had so many friende. 18

Modern scholarshlp 1s almost ﬁniveraal in accepting
Home as the place of authofshlp. This accounts best for
Peul's mention of Ceesar's household (4:22) and the
Praetorium (1:13), for the story ebout Onesimus, for the
gift from FPhilippi, and for his silence about Philip the
Lvangellst.

If Rome is accepted as being the place of wriliting, the
date of writing will most loglically fall between 59 and 61
A. D., the years of Paul's RFoman imprisonment. .Considerable
difference has arisen, however, as to whether Phillpplans
wes the first or the last of the four captivity letters:
Colosslans, ?hilemon, Ephesians, and Philippiens. Investi-
gatlon by this writer has shown Lightfoot to stand almost
slone in the theory of an early dating around 59 £. D., but

61b14., p. 99. L
17Franzmanp,.gg. elt., p. 83.
18Thiessen, op. cit., n. 228.
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hls vehemence and determination demand the expresslon of
his views. Those in favor of dating the letter about 61
A. D. contend that 1:12ff. show that Paul had slready ex-
perlenced a long veriod of imprisonment. Statements such
as the bondes of the Apostle becoming known not only in the
“Preetorium" but also "to all the rest" and his reference
to Christ being preached "in every way" could not be true
1f Paul hed just arrived in the city. Against this view
Lightfoot states that the Church was already organlzed,
and, hence, zoldiers could be expected to have been among
the believers. He alsc contends that the statement of his
bonds being known '"to all the rest" cannot be vressed. He
feels, elec, that such activity would have been more natu-
ral lmmediately after his errivel, while it would have died
down in the course of a two-vear 1mprisonment.19

Those favoring a late date maintain that 2:20 intimates
that Paul's companions, Aristarchus and Luke, who had accom-
vanied him on the voyage to Rome (Acts 27:2), were no longer
with him. Hor are their names mentlioned in The salutation
of the Eplstle as is the case in the Colosslan and Phillexon
letters (Col. 4:10,14; Phlmn. 24). The conclusion is given
that by the time of the writing of the Epistle these men.
had left the clty of Rome. Lightfoot states, however, that

195, B. Lightfoot, S5t. Paul's Eplstle to the Philippians
(London: MacMillen and Co., Ltd., 1927), DP. 32.
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%o argue from silence 18 questionable. Arisftarchus and
Luke are nct mentioned in the Epheeian letter, either.
Further, the salutation of the Philippian letter extends
greetings from "the brethren with me® (4:21).20

To the argument that = late date 1s necesssry because
of four Jjourneys which took place between Rome and Philippi
between the time of Paul's imprisonment and the writing of
the Epistle,?l Lightfoct replies by working out an ingenious
method to show that only two Journeys were actually neces-
sary between the time of Paul's sctual imprisonment and the
writing of the Epiatle.zz The reader is referred to
Lightfoot for detalls. He also maintalned that even if
there had been four Journeys, they could have taken place
within four months with no difficulty. Finally, Paul's
expectation of an early release (2:23) is used as evidence
of 2 late dating. Lightfoot revlies by saying that Paul
orobebly felt that way many times, 23

To this wrilter the later dating seems more acceptable

201pid., p. 3b.

21The four Journeys referred to are the following:
(1) The news of Psul's arrival had to be conveyed to the
Philippians; (2) Epaphroditus hed to make the trip from
Philippl to Rome; (3) The news of his illness at Rome had
to be sent to Philinpi; (4) The news of the concern of the
Fhilippisn congregation had to be sent to Rome.

221i1ghtfoot, op. cit., o. 36.
231vid., p. L0.
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in view of the likelihood of a lengthy imprisonment, the
length of time neesded to 2llow comfortably for the four
Journsys, the general selutation of the Tpietle, and Paul's
expectation of an early relesze. Should the resader like to
pursue these views further, he 1s referred to Lightfoot,zu
who fevora, as has been stated, the theory of an early
dsaving; snd to the following who favor a late dating:
Kennedy,25 Thiessen,2® and wueller.27 Vincent presents
both sides of the question and leaves 1t an open 1ssue.28

Ppul wrote the Eplstle to express hils gratitude for
the gift which the Philippiens had sent him and tc admonish
them to unity and Joyfulness. As Herklots voints out, the
letter to the Fhilipoians is £ genuine letter. It 1s not
simply 2 "hook of the Bible," a2z such, in the sense that 1%
was written for that purpose.2? The entire letter is per-
vaded by Faul's strong personal attachment toc the Church.
There is no rigid, formal 2ir. Peul is greeting friends,

veopnle to whom he is cloeely attached.

2h1p14., po. 30-46.

25Xennedy, op. cit., pp. 405-407.
26Tniessen, op. eit., pp. 250-25l.
27vueller, on. ecit., pp. 27-28.

28yincent, op. cit., DPp. XXii-XXV.

2%y, 6. @, Herklots, The Epistle of St. Paul to the
Philippiens (London: Lutterworth Press, 1946), p. 12.

Rl « = L = & 198ul 8
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The letter 1s almoat altogether commendatory. One
cannot read it without victuring a confident Paul who 1s
certain of the continued failthfulnese and sllegisnce of his

readere to that Gospel which he preaohéd to them. Paul

does not dwell on any specific doctrine, nor on any specific

error within the Church as he does in his letters to the
Corinthlians, for example. Rather, he dwells on the very
heart of Ghe Cospel, and he appeals for the adherence‘to
2ll that is pure, lovely, and of good report, and to the
knowledge of those truths which they knew so well. The
tpistle concerns 1tself more with the ethicael than with the
doctrinal. At the same time, however, it cannct be over-
looked that the genulne Gospel is at the basis of Paul's
latter. “The personal Christ is at its every heart. "30

In the opening eleven verses of the book Paul declares
his thankfulness to God for thelr fellowship with the
Anostle and for the frults of theilr faith.

From verses 12 to 26 Paul describes his own condition
as a prisoner and his readiness to glorify Christ eilther in
death or life.

The remainder of chepter one and the entire second
chapter dwell on the concept of unity and of humility, with
Christ belng the example of the Christians 1n Philippil.

Chapter threse opens with an exhortation to joy, = tone

30vincent, gv. cit., p. XXXV.

I



ML B LR Sl U S

SRRl L

Al e =M

17
which rings so clear in the Epistle that 1t has been called
"The Epistle of Joy." Suddenly, 1n the second verse, the
tone chenges. Paul warns his readers to beware of false
teachers and the Judalzers who were attempting to misdirect
the zezl of the Philippian Christians. He contrasts the
Christian's true attitude with that of those who placed an
emphasis on ritual and earthly appearances.

Chapter four deals with general exhortatlions. Paul
encourages nls readers to steadfastness and then proceeds
to encourage two women %o settle thelr dilfferences with the
help of one of Faul's former felloﬁ-laborers. Then follow
exhortations to joyfulness, moderation, orayer, steadfast-
ness, giving of thanks, and an imitation of Paul's own
examnle.

With L:10 begins Paul's thanksgiving for the gift
suoplied to him by his FPhilinplan readers and his expression
of trust in whatever situation he finds hinmself.

The Enistle oloses with a general salutation. No one
is mentioned by neme. His letter is addressed to "every
gaint in Christ Jesuse® (4:21).



CHAFTER IV

TERMINOLOGY WHICH REFLECTS LOCAL CONDITIONS
IN PHILIPPI

The Feconomie Situation

Ag has been pointed out,l Philippl had been a city
rich in weslth because of 1%ts valuable gold mines. It is
supvosed, however, that by the time of Paul these mines had
been denleted and Phllivpil wes a poor city. Though the
writer has been unable %o find any evidence either to sup-
port or to deny this hypothesis, 1t yet =ppears, because of
Paul's terminology, that Phillppi was a commercial center
and familiar with technical commerciel vocsbulary. That
Philippi was not a poor clty seems to be supported also
from the apoearance of Lydia in the Acts account. Only in
e wealthy city could = "seller of purple!” find customers for
his goods.? Further, it i1s unlikely that the city of Rome
would allow this colony to suffer deprivation. Considering
its strategic poszition, it 1s most likely to assume that
business flourished in the city, although much of 1t may

have been in the area of agriculture.

lsupra, p. 5.

2y, w, Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller 2nd the Roman
Citizen (New !brk:' @. P, Putnam'e Sons, c.18965, p. 214,
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The Christians of Philipni, no doubt, were involved in
business even as were the other citizens of the city.
Paul's reference in Second Corinthians to the deep poverty
of the Macedonian churches, however, suggeste that the
Christians of Fhilippi did not enJoy the same wesalth as the
Roman citlzens enjoyed: "How that in a2 great trisl of af-
fliction the abundsnce of thelr Joy and theilr down-to-the-
bottom noverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality"
(8:2). BStrachan voints out that the Roman government took
the profits from the various business entegprises, and that
the persecutlon and socizl cstracliem of the Christians in
Philiopl added %o thelr poverty.3 Paul's comment, “ye
lacked ovportunity” (Phil. 4:10), would then refer to a
situation of poverty as being the casuse of the Philippian
Christians failing to transmit contributions to him sooner.

Terminology employed by Paul appears, however, to bear
out the fact that many of the Philivnpian Christians were
involved in business and economics. In 4:15 Paul uses the
expression: Jorcws Kel )h&ﬁ‘/‘é‘w-‘ . This is &
technical expression which means "credit and debt.” ¢ﬁ;5vs
occurs in the lew Testament only here and in James 1:17.
Here it refers to pecuniary transactions. ¥Yhen Paul writes,

therefore, "no church communicated with me as concerning

3R. H. Strachsn, The Second Evistle of Paul to the :
Corinthians, in The Moffatt New Teatament Commentary, edited
by James Moffatt (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers,
n.d.), »p. 131-133.
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Sersws Kai /\@Iu'fé'ws but ye only," he 1s using this
feriliar expression to show that ths giving by the
“hilinplans and the receiving by Paul form two sides of the
account.

In L4:17 Paul uses two other words with monetary assc-
elztions which would have had speclal meaning to readers
acqualnted with commerce: "liot because I desire a gift:
but I desire 7OV Kapr a/ that may abound to your /*o’yal/ Sl
¥oule vointa out that the word hﬁyﬂﬁi} refers to principal
and interest.# hﬁyﬂﬂﬁg is the recompense which the gift
will bring to the givers.? In commenting on ,]Jy,;/,
Herklots refers 1% to "sccount" in the financial senae.6
Paul saw in the enthusiasasm of the Philipplans, therefore,
the unity of Christ's Church, the memberas having mutuszl
interest, so that if one suffers, z2l1l1 suffer. The
Philippians claimed 2 right to share in the Apostle's wants
and needs and to communicate in his affliction. This, as
a frult of Christ's work and of the presence of His Spirit,

refregshed the Apostle. It was the glving of themselves as

4. c. @. Moule, Philipnian Studies (London: Hodder
and Stoughton, 1904), ». 249, f.n. 1.

5yertin R. Vincent, The Epistle to the Philivpians =nd
to Philemon, in The International Critical Commentary
(Edinburgh:t T. and T. Clark, 1897), p. 149.

6y, @. 6. Herklots, The Eplstle of St. Faul to the
Philippians (London: Lutterworth Press, 1948), p. 127.
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Total persons for the sake of Christ that abounded to their
account.

The opening words of 4:18, also, suggest technical
language: 5.27‘6,'1“’ dE 77’“,‘/"'“: "I have 'received the full
sum' end abound: I am full, having recelved of Epaphroditus
the things from you." By using A7 €y , Peul is telling
his readers that their account was closed. Herklots com-
mente that this was 2s much as to say that Paul was giving
them a receipt in full for the money they hszd sent h!.m.7

Paul's technical commercliazl and economic vocebulary
susgeste new ghades of meaning snd glves new inalights into
the measnge which he wrote to the FPhillppians. It is very
aoparent That hls vocabulary was influenced by local con-
@iltions, and that he selected hls words with e view to those

condaitions.
The Social Situation

Athletic interests and the racizsl situation in Philippi
also caused S5t. Paul to select certaln definite, concrete
terminology in his Epistle to the Phllipplans.

He usee athletlic terminology in 1:27 and 1:30.

" ;r7nefe in one spirit," Paul exhorts his hearers in
verse 27, "having the same Z.yax/a. which ye saw in me, =nd

now hesr in me® (v. 30). These worda were both used in

71v1a.




22

connection wilth contests 1n the srena and athletlc contesats
in genersl. Lightfoot comments that d‘rﬁktﬂ! was used as
& command given to criminzls who were placed in the Foman
amphitheater to die.s They were thrown into the srenz znd
comnanded to fight one another to death, or, "to fight for
thelr lives." They were to "stand firm" lest they be
killed. The Philipplans were to cling to that Gospel which
they had recelved as Af their very lives were at staks.
Even as condemnned criminals in the theater were alert and
leooked sbout them continually leat they be struck unawares
from the rsar, so the Phillippians were to be sober =zand
alert, ever mindful thst sin and worldliness surrounded
them and were seeking to kill their spirituel lives and the
11fe which the Cospel hed =srisen within themn.

5¢M3#%u/ carries this thought a bit farther. 7Ihis
"conflict" was still on! The game was far from over! The
Philipopians were in a contest and were being used by God as
2 part of His demonstration to the world of the victory won
by Ghriat.9 It 1s possible, also, that Paul in this verse
was reminding the Fhilipplans of his versecution in Philippi
ag & symbol of thet which they, too, must undergo. éipmsv’

is used both of inwrrd and outward conflict. Even as the

€+ - = e - o
J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's Fpolstle to the Fhllippians
(London: “aeMillen and Co., Ltd., 1927), . 106.

9Herklota, op. cit., o. 59.
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athlete undergoes internal and external strugglings in his
queat for victory, so also must the Philinplans realize that
the;rs, too, wlll be 2 1life of internal and external com-
bat, of spiritual as well as physical sufferings for the
sake of Christ.

Whether Philippi ltself had such an arena as Rome had
has not been determined. The writer was unable to find any
reference to such an arena existing in Philippl. Inasmuch
28 Fhilippi and the Philiponlans were so closely assoclated
with the city of Rome, howsver, theze words may propsrly be
sald to have been influenced by local conditions. Surely
the Philippisns would have understood this terminology with
all of its implications better than many other people to
whem Paul may have written.

The presence of many Gentiles within the Philippian
congregetion also influenced Paul's terminology. In 2:8,
speaking of Christ's death, Paul writes: 9“And being found
in fashion as a ¥an, He humbled Himself, and became cbedient
P E:Xf'( &a l/afrou, ﬁa/a{rau 0@' a-ra%:f" While thils and
simllar statements of Christ's death on the cross are men-
tioned throughout the New Testament, Paul's placement of 1t
here 1n an emphatic position as sort of an afterthought adds
much to the ignominy of His death, especlally in the minds of
his Gentlle readers. No death was so humllilating in the
cyea of & Roman citlizen as death by crucifixion. This was

one type of dying which the Roman citlzen needed never fear.
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For the Jew death on the cross was a symbol of the curse
of God wpon a victim. For the Gentile, Moule states, 1%
wase the horror of degradation which should be far not only
from the bodles but a2lso from the imagination of the citi-

19 Wot only does the word icfp¢ =dd to the

zens of Rome.
impact, but the 1little narticle dﬁf, also, introduces an-
other and more striking detall of the humiliation and le=zds

to the climax. Paul 1ls & master of words in thle phrase,

and the modern reader, no doudt, could not sven begin to
realize the lmpact whicnh the phrase would have had upon the
Gentiles, &8 well as upon the Jews, who made up a large

nart of the congregation in Philippil.

That Gentlles did make up the great pert of the congre-
gation can be seen from Acte 16, the account of Paul's first
vigit to Phillippi. Verse 13 states that on the sabbath day
Paul went to the elde of the river, vhere g‘[/o/uygaé‘/ Wan’ﬂ/ﬂ;‘}
Efyﬁc e ﬁfmqunJ is used in this context as & "place of
prayer."ll The abgence of a synasgogue glves probabllity to
the suggeeticn thet the military city of Phllippi did not
attrect Jews. Horton comments that there were fewer Jewse in
Fhilippi thaen in any other town except Lystrs, also a Roman

colony.lz

1°Eoule, op. eit., ». 95.

1ls, ra, D. L.

12y, v, worton, In the Steps of St. Paul (New York:
Dodd, Head, snd Co., 194%4), p. 272.
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‘ Paul, then, chooses his terminoclogy with discretion.
Before glving the account of the highest exaltation of
Christ, he closes the description of His humiliation by
leaving his readers at the very lowest point of humiliation
which they could imagine.

In 2:i17 Paul's use of the word ﬁr{d‘l’ﬂ— is influencesd

by local conditiona. Lightfoot suggests that this 1= a
reference to heathen sscrifices rather than to Jewish |
7
drink-offerings.13 "And if I be offered upon 7 &uoiz
and service of your faith, I Jjoy, 2nd rejoice with you all."
According to Faul's metaphor, therefore, the
‘hilipolene as orieats offer thelr Taith to God in the
nidet of an ungodly generation who hed already shed
Paul's blood at Philipvi, had impriscned him at Rome,
and would probably »ut him to death. If they should
do this, Paul's blood would be the libation which
would be added to the Philipvian's offering.l%
Herklots agrees with this view and states that this refer-
ence is to the sacrificlal system of paganism with which

many of Peul's Philippian converts would be familiar.15
The Religlous Situation

The terminology within the Epilstle strongly reflects
the religlous situation among the Christians &t Philippi.

Although there 1s no external evidence, of course, the

131ghtfoot, ob. cit., o. 119.
lhﬁincent, opn. cit., . 71.
154erklots, op. cit., ». 75.
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entire Lplstle suggests, through Paul's selection of
vocabulary, the stmosohere which existed within the
Philippien congregantion. The general tone of the Epistle
lezves no doubt that Paul was completely satisfied with
thelr loyalty. He does not reproach them bacause of dis-
crderly living. WYarnings against grosser sins are not
vresent. The Eplstle 1s 2 pledge of confidence from be-
ginning to end.

Yet, there was one drawback as evidenced by Paul's
letter. A spirit of strife had sprung up within the Church.
Perhaps this strife had not yet taken the form of open
feuds, but that there were dlsnutes and rivalries ls very
clear. The strife ceems to have been more of a soclal
nature than of a doctrinal nature. Lightfoot concludes
that within the congregation various groups were claiming
the Apostle's sympathy for themselves.16 Inazsmuch as the
Christiane of Philippi vere of varied backgrounds and ex-
veriences, one need not have too much imagination to vis-
ualize the temptations which could have instigated quarrel-
ings. The FEpistle gives no hint that these were dangerous
tendencies, but merely thet either Jews zntagonistic to
Christianity or Judaizers with their formalism and anti-

nomian license were present.

1615 ontfoot, ops cit., pp. 66-67.
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Everything points to theilr being Jews. But were they
Jews unaffected by the Christian faith, vold of all
sympathy with it, and intolerant in thelr attitude to
those who professed 1t? Or were they Judeizera, that
1s, Jewa who had adopted the new faith but were seek-
ing to impose upon all converts, Gentlles as well as
Jewish, the burden of Jewish ritusl, tesaching that
apart from circumclsion there could be no access to
God? The context permits us to hold elther of these
views. . . . It may be that the Christians to whom
FPaul is wrliting were suffering at the hands of per-
secuting Jews and sorely tempted to slide back into
Judaism. The fact that the Apostle in his list of
outward orivlileges in which he could outmatch his
antagonists includes his quondum persecution of the
Church (ver. 6) lends some countenance to this view.
The great majority of commentators, however, assume
with 1it%¥le or no dlacussion of the question, that
the versons against whom the warning is uttered are
Judaizers. . . . The machination of the Judaizers,
who so persistently harassed Paul and his converts,
constituved the chief perll to which the earliest
Christians were exnosed.l?

That Judalizing Christlans were resnonsible for this
controversy is intimated in 3:2. "Look cut for dogs, be-
ware of evil workers, bewere of Th/ KerTaT 9"17,'} ." "Dog"
wag a term of contempt with both Jew and Gentile. It was
an unclean animal according to Jewish law. The Jews called
the CGentiles "dogs" (Matt. 15:27). Reference is most as-
suredly imade, then, to individuals who were acting in an
impure manner, the profane character of false teachers whose
moral quality was to be questioned. The point of thelr

heresy was iy Ka.nz..ra/.u{/,.; This word appears nowhere

175, Hugh Michsel, The Enistle of Paul to the
Philivopiens, in The lioffatt New Iestament Commentary, edited
by Jamee Foffatt (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers,
n. d. ) ? pp- 133-13“-
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else in the Bible. Translated "the concision,” the word
"directs attention to the fact that these persons had no
right to claim circumcision in the true sense."l8

The reference here is to Judaizing Christisns. In
view of theilr habit of keeping =n eye on the Fauline
churchee and of Antroducing thelr emissaries into
them, 1t 1s not llkely that they had overlooked
Fhilippi; and 1% 1s quite probable that Paul had
ereviously found 1t necessary to warn the church
agalnat thelr designs. ESome fresh intelligence of
thelr operationg may have prompted him to repeat
those cautions.i®

Reiny mekes the very pointed observation:

They [the Judeaizerg] classed the Gentiles (even the
uncircumcised Chrigtiens) ass dogs, impure beings who
devoured s£ll kinds of meat and were open to 21l kinds.
of uncleanness. But themselves, the Apostle intimates,
were the truly imoure, shutting themselves out from
the true purity, the heart's purity, znd (as Dr.
Lightfoot expresses 1t) "devouring the garbage of
carnal ordinances." They were also evlil workers . . .
busy to undo rather than tc bulld up what 1s good.

e « o And they were the conclsion; not the clrcum-
cision according to the true intent of that ordinance,
but the concision, the mutilation or gashing. Clrcum-
cision was a word which carried in its heart a high
meaning of sevaration from evil and of consecration

to the Lord. . . . For the Judalzing zeelots could bes
claimed only & circumcision which had lost 1ts sense,
and which no more deserved its name,--a senseless
gashing of the flesh, a concision. . . .20

Paul learned of this divided spirit, possibly, from

Epaphroditus, who crossed the mountains and sea to carry the

18V1ncent, ov. eit., ». %22.

191bi4., po. 92-93.

20Robert Raln?r, The Epistle to the Philippiens, in Th
N Tkt Az U5 A

e
Expositor's Bible (New York: A. C. Armetrong and Son, 1903),
pp. 175-176.
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generous gift of money to Paul in Rome. And Paul, then, in
wrlting his Epistle, attempted to solve this difficulty by
using specifiec, pointed expressions, but yet without inti-
mating that the problem was beyond correction.

The call to unity, the stress on "21l," anpears through-
cut the Epistle. Paul exhorts his readers to be of "one
mind® (3:16) and to be “followers togatﬁer of me" (3:18).

He calls for unity of love, unity of spirit, and loving
egreement (2:2). The very first verse of the Epistle al-
ready indicates that Paul intends te make 1t clear that he
had no favorites within the congregation. He addresses his
letter to "all the salnts in Christ Jesus which are at
Fhilippi." By contrast, Peul sddresses "the Church of God
which is &t Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1l:1); '"the churches
of CGalatie" (Gsl. 1:2); "the saints which are at Ephesus"
(Eph. 1:1); "the saints and faithful brethren which are at
Colossae" (Col. 1:2). ‘

The second chapter contains several references to the
fear which plagued Paul regerding divisions 2t Philippi.

In 2:3-4, Herklots points out, Paul's use of the plural fora
f’i(a_rrv-ot indicates his desire to say "each party. "?1

Kennedy also states that this usage was very common in

2luerklots, op. cit., »vp. 62-63.
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clagsical Greek.%2 Paul's desire ie that each party may
grasp the other's viewpoilnt. The verses read:

Let nothing be done through a party spirit (EPIJEVQJ)

and vailnglory (4cvedob/aV/ ); but in lowliness of mind

each [Darty] ( &xac-ret ) thinking the other better
than themselves. Lecok not every man on hls own things,
but every man alsc cn the things cof others.

Before pursuing the further significance of these
varses, however, consideration must be glven to the textual
problem of rsading E’/{ua-rat (with BAGone) or r-fll('a-f"'r"-‘ (with
nhéﬂ'ﬂﬁ?ﬁ pl). HManuscrlpt avidence is evenly balancsd. On
the basls of the variety of wltnesses and the aptness in
the context, however, this writer favors, with Kenned323
and Lightfoot,2" the resding of the plural £Kac7ot .
Lightfcot adds that Af the clauses of verse four are to be
correletive, both forms must be alike. The second EkaaTol
very clearly 1z the correct reading.25 It is also noted
that & Kao70L agrees with the preceding 74 Efavridd .

"Let nothing be done through é"p:ﬂs jau) .v This word

alsc refers to a party spirit, the exaltation of one's self

22y, &, A. Kennedy, The Epistle to the Philivoiens, in
The Ixvoaltor's Greek New Testament, =dited by ". Robertson
Nicoll Eﬂrand Aapids: wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., n.d.),
IXX, 434,

231v14.

2k 3 ontfoot, oo. eit., p. 109.

251paa.
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or of one's p&rty.zs Vincent pointe out that the word was
2pplied to those who served in official positions for thelr
own gelfish purnoses, snd, to that end, prompted party-
spirit or factions.27

"Wainglory" ( xci/o J 2& o/ ) has similar connections
with the dlspute at Philipni. The word connotes a vain con-
ceit of poesessing 2 rightful claim to honor. Its gozl is
gonething externally beautiful and glittering, but 1t is
Just® that. It 1s vain and fleshly. It is to this, perhaps,
that Paul also refers in 3:2-3, where he describes the true
circumecision, the worshippning of Cod in the splrit and re-
Joileing in Christ, having "no confildence in the flesh."
such K¢ VadzeE£/e no doudbt had srisen in the thinking of
the Jawish Christianse of Philippvl, as also heppened in the.
Gelatian Church, and they demanded that the Centlile Chris-
tiens submit themselvee compleately to Jewish law. 28

Dangerous tendencies had arisen wlthin the congrega-
tion, therefore, and Peul chose his words so as to unite
the congregation once sgaein. This is true not only in the
opening verse but also in 1:27: "thet ye stend fast £/
EVl mVeopart, mig Yoayr , ovdabled/res @ mierel
o0 €Joyyel{ov ." Paul calls for the unity of the

261m4.
27vincent, op. cit., p. 21.

28yepklote, on. glt., D. 88.
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Church, unity in the highest and deepest realms of human
experience, & unity possible only through ths Spirit.
Vincent sgrees with the intervretation that anPTVS goes
far deeper than = "subjective energy as & rule of life."”
In the word is embodied the meaning of "the new regimen of
those that are Christ's; the objeetively new, obligatory
way of l1life."29 The new way of life goes beyond personal,
subjective Judgment. That which is to bind the Christians
of Philippl together l1s the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Chriat
is thelr unity. He characterizes thelr “rule of life."

Faul's gelection of words in 1:3-4 also reveals his
concern about uniting the Phllippian Christians into one
body: "I thank my God upon every mention of you. Always
in every orayer of mine ljﬂ'e:/d rarwy cj/,ciﬁx/ making re-
quest with Jjoy." The memories of Faul regarding the congre-
gation were not easily ovliterated. Once agaln he talks
about "you ell." He had in mind, no doubt, not only the
Jewe whom he had met at the THPO¢2140{, but alsoc Lydia,
the "psychic girl," and the jeiler. They, too, though they
were not Jews, were ever in the mind of the Apostle and 1in
his prayers. EHe regarded them as highly as any of the other
members of the Fhilippien congregation. By the use of the
tiny word 7ﬂ£y%wﬂ Paul emphatically cells for unity and re-
minds hia readers of the unity of the Church, a unity which

29vincent, op. olt., . 3.
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Zoes beyond raciel or physical charscteristies.
The seme call to unity 1= expressed in 1:7: anyRm;MuﬁJ}
ALOU TRS XdpPirTas malrTes Guas d)Jras . "In my
bonds, z2nd in the defenge nnd confirmetion of the Zospel,

you are ell (7aV/ras) partakers of my grace." Even as the

entire congregation tolled to alleviate Paul's sufferings
in imprisonment s=nd to cooperate with him in defending the
Gospel and %o suffer for 1ts sske, so Faul here shows that
they 211 were vnrompted by the zame grace. They were one
people. They were to dwell together as ;ne body in Christ.
It 1s noted just in presing that strife between two women I
of the congregetion, Tuodias and Syntyche, prompted Paul to
exhort them by name to unity (&£:2).

Faul's mention of Timothy (2:19) may go beyond simply
his hligh regard for this young preacher. "But I trust in
the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I
also may be of good comfort, when I know your state."
Timothy wes the one thoroughly trusted friend within Paul's
reach. It was Faul's intention thet Timothy should bring
to the Philippians news of Paul and to represent him as
only & near snd confidential friend could. At the same time
Timothy was to bring back to Paul an account of things at
Philippi. Timothy was indeed it for the Jjob, and the
reader can feel the alr of pezce and satisfactlon as he
reads Paul's announcement of hils decision to send Timothy

es his versonal representative into thelr wldst.

e
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Paul's terminology in 2:20 reveals further czsuse for
his rejolicing in sending Timothy to the Philippian congre-
gatlion., Faul wanted to send Timothy because no man' wes
jrdpuyoy ; no one else would y»/yeiwscave for their
aituation. j}q{¢uthJ occura only here in the New Testa-
ment. PFPaul and Timothy were of the same mind; they were
close. Paul was certain that the gquality of Timothy'é
minlstry would be nc less than his own, Further, Timothy's
concern would come )ﬂévavﬁhs, “naturally," "by birth re-
lation," and would therefore be genuine and true. In the
game verse FPaul continues by commenting that he and Timcthy
gervad together "as & son with a father." Timothy would
not regard his misslon merely as & task to be fulfilled.
He was associated with Paul in the founding of the congrega-
tion and hence would take a personal interest in the work
of ministering tc the Chriastians in Fhilippi. The péoblem
of disunity, then, heavily contributed to terminology which
Paul employed in his Foistle to the Philipplsans.

Conaiderable debate hass arisen regarding Paul's men-
tion of "bishope and deacons" (E’Fllﬂ"lrvrrﬂ ana drdkoVor) in
the first verse of the Eplstle as to its bearing on the
church polity in Fhilippl. In this discuesion the writer
i1s heavily indebted tc Vincent and his thorough excursus

cn this queation.ao Conclusions, however, cannot become

301p1d4., pp. 36-51.

o
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dogmatic owing to the imperfections of the sources avail-
able.

Yhat is the relationship between the F—:', m I;‘KN’"’S and
the dJidici/os mentioned in Acts and in the Fastoral Epis-
tles? This has been a subject of controversy for many cen-
turies. The Roman Church, to preserve its teaching that
bighops were the only successors of the apostles, issued a
dogma to this effect through the Councll of Trent. This
dogma was rejected by the Reformed and by the Lutherans.

As time went on, however, discussion and study on this
netter went beyond the doctrinal besis to 2 more historical
besis,

The MNew Testament =xhibits church poiity in a Tluld
etate. Termes are often used interchangeably, and the of-
Tices themselves have not as yet taken any permanent shape.
More often than not 1t appears as though local conditions
to a greet extent were the determining factors in the setiing
up of church polity. In fact, certain terms appear to have
been used in ssctions of the Church but not in others.

An agostle, a bishop, & teacher, a deacon, are alike

"gervants." An overseer will be likely to be a

presbyter, chosen on account of his age and experience.

The overseers may be called FpolvoTdwmerot , Fiyodueler

or Kﬂﬁep:fria-u; « The agsista,nts of anagveraeer may

be known as didrxo/et  Or aVridnuyers .

The terms, then, do'not completely explsln themselves.

iost of them had functional meanings, were marked with

311pid., pp. 37-38.
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ragueness, and indicated particular functions rather than
serving as officisl titles. " é-?'ﬂ"/’o"(aﬂ:os is an overseer;
S1akoves 1s s servant. . . . dike/ot 18 applied to
religious and churchly minlstries of all kinds. "32

The Gantile churches, especially, with no mother-church
from which to build, were bound together and united mainly
through their relation to St. Paul. Hie 1deal was unity.

The primitive Pauline church consisted of = number of

1it%tle Traternities, composed largely of the poor and

of' the lower orders of zociety, holding their meetings

in the private houses cf some of thelr members.33

These church-communitles were self-governing. The
memoers themselves determined who wes to minizster to them.
It was impossible %o institute offices formeally within the
Churgh-at-large. The only exceptions were the offices of
the apostles, prophets, and teachers. Paul declared that
God had placed these offices within the Church (1 Cor. 12:28).
Their Justification was a speclal divine endowment or
:XEK/’IOJMLL. They were not three grades within the Church.
Vhatever authority they vossessed depended upon thelr dlvine
origin,

It is noted that neither &Zﬂ'fa‘ff“""“- ’ Tl“Pé'“‘g“'T'EP"’- )
nor idKeVst eppear in the Corinthian 1list. Nor do they
occur in the list cited in Fphesians &:11-12.

321p14., p. 38.
31pid., p. 39.
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But in the Ignatlian epistles (100-118 A. D.) we find a
clear recognition of three orders of the minlstry,--
bishops, presbyters, and deacons,--without which it

is asserted that a church 18 not duly constituted
(Zrall. 1i1). This ministry 1s the center of church
order. The blshop is distinguished from the presbyter
a8 revresenting a higher order. . . . The presbyters
are to preside after the llkeness of the council of
the apostles (Mag. vi). . . . The deacons =re to be
respvectsd as Jesus Christ (Irall. 1ii). In short, we
have 1in These eplstles the strongly marked beginnings
of the monarchisl eplscovacy.l

Healizing that the Philipplan'congregation was the
oldest Pauline congregation in Furope, it does appear log-
ical that the polity of the Church had become somewhap
mafure&, and that the names Eﬁﬂzwﬁﬂis and dGék%%S had re-
ceived s narrower significance in their midst. While in
later Church usage Z T /:Nl’bm-‘-‘ designates an "overseer" of a
congregetion who was concerned with the spiritual side of
congregation life and the Z7%U¢ﬂﬁ?P°5 signified a class or
state, church members of good standing who had proved them-
selvea by thelr good works and pure charscter, 1t cannot be
assumed that such was the case as far back as 60 A. D. Nor
can it be sssumed that opresbyters played no nart in the
Philippien congregetion because they are not mentioned by
name.

The ecclesiastical eldership 1s . . .:.not idsntical

with the episcopate, though in the unsettled state of

ecclesiastical nomenclature, the names might, on oc-
casion, be interchanged, and though, in the later change

of ecclesizstical developement, the assumptlion of the
teaching function by both classes, though the gradual

M1p14., p. 20.
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subslidence of charismatic endowments, tends to confuse

them. The presbyterate denotes an honorable and in-

fluential eatete in the church on the ground of age,

duration of church membership, and spproved character.

Only bishope are "appointed." There is no appointment

to the presbyterate. 5

/

The special office of efmﬁ’ol/c':f occurs in the Pastorals
and nowhere else in Paul's writings. Generally, it is a
common expression of service, elther to Chriat or to others.
ixXactly what were the responsibllities of the office of the
1 ke/es within the Phillpplan congregation we cannot tell,
but from the qualifications of the offlice which Pzaul men-
tions in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 1% ls clear that among thelr
duties was the adminlstration of charitable funds of the
Church.36 They are probably singled out in the greetlng,
therefore, because they had been especially active in
gethering and sending the gift given to Paul. Carpenter
interprets the First Timothy passage, also, to mean that

) /

the o/idkoVos wae subordinate to the &m/(oKemes 37

Further than this we cannot go because of a lack of evidence.
The Political Situation

5t. Fauvl's terminology in his Epistle to the Phllipplansa
reveala much sbout the political situation in the city and

351b14., ». b9.

353. J. Carpenter, "Minister," A Theologicsl Word Book
of the Bible, edited by Alan Richardson (New York: The

Mackillan Co., ¢.1950), ». 150.

371mia.
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in several cases wae directed to its local conditions.
Thie 1s especielly true regarding hie use of the words
77‘0/\ i’r,su,ua__ (2:20), 77‘0/]/7-5':4&"196 (1:27), and the refer-
ences to Christ as Kﬁ&WDS and 01UT5P in contrast to the
practice of Emperor worehiv which prevailed within the
Aomen Empire.

The verb 7704 IT‘é‘U/G,LlG-( and 1ts kindred noun ﬂ"Dr];TE':'/“L
refer to the capltal or native city which keeps citizens on
ite reglster3® and to the conduct of those who are on that
reglster. The Philipplane, then, regarded Rome as their
,Fbﬁ:%fqum They regarded their own clty as a minlature
copy of thelr 7Tanﬁ€q}4“- » or "home base,” Rome. Though
they lived in the Roman colony of Philippi, they yet be-
longed %o Rome, and they were to nut the Roman stamp upon
the city. Though local conditlions at times necessitated
that certain customs differed from those in Rome, yet the
Roman standard hung high and proudly over the city. In
conduct, also, the principles of the Roman Empire permeated
the city and the 1life of 1ts inhabitants, so that visltors
and travelers could see the majesty of the Roman FEmpire in
their midst. The Philippians were only, as 1t were, so-
journers in the town, defending and promulgating the prin-

civles of the Roman Empire in that geographical location.

I8 thelbert Stauffer, New Testament Theology, trans-
lated from the German by John Marsh (New York: The Nackillan
Co., €.1955), p. 296, f.n. 518.
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The Philippian citizens were Romans! Their colony was a
"little Rome." They were Romans away from Rome but ever
mindful that they were vledging alleglance to Rome, their
17 o,:i r{r£uAa.-

fhiliopl was made such a colcny by Augustus. It was
a self-governing colony of the Mother City, but yet attached
and assoclated with Rome much 2s a "Crown Colony" is re-
lated to London and the British Empire.>? FPhilippi was
looked after by the Roman Emperor through his asppointed
governors. The Roman Senate, especially in times of peace,
wag given authority over the city, appointed a proconsul,
and, as much as possible, founded the clty on the example
of fome. The limits of the city were clearly marked out
by the pnlough. Its citlzens were enrolled in one of the
Homen tribes, thereby making the citizens of the city cives,
that 1s, genuline Foman cltlzens, and not merely peregrini,
or strangers. Usually the designation of an individual as
a ecivis was rastrl&ted to those citizens living in Italy,
but, because Philippi had Rome as its j7ol/Teuua, its
citizens were fully accepted as gives and Roman citizens.*0

The colonliste, then, went out with all the pride of Roman

3%;. H. Boulton, The Avostle Psul; His Life, Laboure,

and Letters (Brietol: The Maran-Atha Press, n.d.), p. %

uoH. J. Conybesre and J. &, Howson, The Life and

Eplistles of 3t. Faul (Hartford: S. 5. Scranton eand Co.,
1900), . 253.
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cltizens to reprecent and %o reoroduce the city of Home in
the midst of an alien population.

Evidence shows that Philippil was the fourth of such
minlature semblances of Reme. Antlioch in Pisidia,
Alexandrie, =2nd TIroas previously had been elevated by the
Emperor to thls position. These cities were not merely
nercantlle centers, nor were they groups merely thrown to-
gether, but they were intended primerily for military safe-
guard.al

These colonles were convenlent possessions, therefore,
for rewarding veterans who had ssrved ln wars and for estab-
lishing freedmen and other Italians whom 1t was desirable
tc move to o distance from Eome.ua The nmajority of residenta
of 7hilippi, then, were former inhabitants of Italy, citizens
who stilil pledged alleglance to the Roman Emperor and to the
Flomzn Empire.

As one might reedily esssume, these soldiers were the
ruling caste in the colonies. Further, they were entirely
freed from the Jjurisdiction of the provinclal governor.

They elected thelr own maglatr&tes,h3 and they were tralned

blrvsg., ». 252.

k21nomas Morrison, The Acts of the Avocstles and the
Eplstles of Paul (3rd edition; Edinburgh: Olephant, Ander-
son and Ferrier, n.d.), p. 71, f.n. 7.

43c, T. Wood, The Life, Letters and Religion of St.
Paul (2nd edition; Edinburgh: . and T. Clark, 1932), ». 53.
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in the etern, etrong disciplines of the Romen 1eglona.“4

4 colony was & miniature Rome, The colonists proceeded

to thelr destination under their stsnderds, 2né marked

out with the plough the limits of the new city. The
land wee divided intc sections of two hundred acrea,

which were subdivided into lots (gortes), and in mil-

itary colonies these wsre apportioned =according to

rank. Even in the forrm and sppearance of the city

the mother-city was imitated. The colnage bore Roman

inecripticns. The colconies were free from any intru-

sion by the governors of the province.X5

The colony was & transplanted community. The com-
munity, rather than individusls, was given extraordinary
privileges, and these »nrivileges were made according to
Homan eivil status.“6

/

To citizens having Rome se their JrodiTesua Paul
writes that their /oli7ecsa 1s in heaven. In view of
the political structure Just deseribed, Paul's purpose in
reminding his readers that their JTodiTeuma. 13 in heaven
becomes very epperent. "Our domicile is in heaven. "7
Philipnl was to be an outnost for these Christiasnas and must
receive the hesvenly stamp of approval. Though they dwelt
within a city of Greeks, barbarians, and Romans, and though
they followed the custome and forms of Phllippian and Roman

1life, yet they were only sojourners there and must ever glve

b4n . w. Farrar, The Life and Hork of 3t. Paul (New

York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 1889), p. 277.
b5vincent, op. git., p. xvii.

461nia,
“7Herklots, opb. cit., p. 108.
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evidence, by thelr conduct and manner of life, that they
were living the 1life of ocitlzens of heaven. Even as the
corporate, closely-knit life of the Philippian cives made
2 deep impression upon outsiders, so also the Christiang
in Fhillponl, by their corvorate, unified life in Jesus
Christ were %o make a deep impression upon outsiders and
to serve as & major Tactor in winning converts for the
Gospel.

One cennot but think here of the old cliche: The
Christien must be in the world, but not of the world.
Worldliness lg ons of the worst enemles of the Church.

Paul was reminding his readers that the Church hed a mes-
sage tc the nation which surrounded 1t. The corporate life
of the Christien soclety must be worthy of the CGospel. It
must be different. The banner of the Cross of Christ must
wave proudly and confidently at all times, so that the out-
sider can not but see that eternal goal to which the Chris-
tian has pledged himself.

That the r7eldircuse of the Christien is in heaven also
testifies to the fact that eternity had now broken through
into time snd that the long prophesled age of the Spirlt had
bagum.'""8 Believers were inhabitants of a2 new world ot Joy

and freedom. Thelr lives were to be lived in service to

485amen & ewart, A Man ;g,chriét (New York: Harper and
Brothers, [1943] , ». 272.
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the living and true God. A new thrill of hope and expecta-
tlon was to vermeate their lives. Their hearts and lives
were to be filled with the certainty that nothing could

defeat Jesus or bring His cause %o confusion.*?

The city of which the Christisn 1s a citizen is in i
heaven. By making thils testimony, Paul was also bearing
witness to the fact that the Philippiasn Christians had &
right to this heavenly city. The cives of Phllippl became
such not by their own deeire. The Emperor himself, through
hls representatives, to be sure, decreed upon whom this
title should be begtowed. £o0, 2lso, God elected His people
tc the heavenly ]TbA;}3qua. because of His Son's work of
redemption. He placed their names on the reglster of the
ZTaJIGEQAuL- and gave them this citizenehip for a purpose.
Their "appointment" to serve their King in His Trod iTeuvna
was not the result of a haphazard selection or choosing,
nor was 1%t & matter of "luck." God called them by name and
placed their names on the 'heavenly charter." Hence, Faul
was encouraging his resders to behave themselves as such,
with certainty and enthuelesm, as Hls apvointed rspresenta-
tives upon earth.

Tro)i%egaq. does not refer only to the state to which
citizens belong, however. The word also suggests the func-

7
tions which the citizens were to perform. /TbJIF€gun- refers

b91p1q.
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to thet which one does.3? A duty 1is involved when one be-
longzs to & 770l i/'T"é'U/ua- . For the Roman citlizen in
Philippl it meant the unwavering allegiance to the orin-
clples of the Romen Empire, to the life of the Roman Em-
Pire, To the defense of the =oman Empire, tc obsdience to
that for which the Roman Empire stood. The FPhilippian
recders were to understand this aspect of the /7 oA f'rga;u.a_
also. The duty involved for them was to walk as citizens
of the salnte and kingdom of God with the knowledge that
"here we have no abiding city."51

Since they were & minority sroup in Philippi, the
temptatlon wes no doubt ever oresent to conform to the
etandards and mores of the surrounding vopulace. The idea
of conforming to the pattern of Roman life must have often
geemed very eppeesling to the Christizns ss an escape from
direct or indirect persecution. As members and citizens of
the heavenly ']T‘o)f TeEupa. , however, the Philippian Chris-
tiane were reminded of the responsibllities which that citi-
zenshlp also entelled. Even as the Roman inhablfents wers
to remsin free from barbarian and foreign ways of 1life lest

the "Roman atmosphere" of the clity be corrupted, so aiso the

50artin H. Scharlemann, "Sermon Study on Fhilivpians
3:17-21," The Concordia Pulpit for 1955 (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1954), N“avi, 471.

5lienry Airay, Lectures upon the Fhole Epistle of Ea
to the Philipoians (Tdinburgh: James Fiohol 186L) 3 p.—“%ﬂ) s

T ' S
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Chrietians were not to walk after the flesh or become en-
tangled with the affairs of tThis 1ife. Their minds were to
be zet on the heavenly Jerusalem after which their life was
to be patterned. They were to keep the princivles and
foundatione of theilr jro) !{re‘r».y-t-a-r unbleinighed and pure,
aaslly distinguishable, though outslde forces might do l
thelr best to pollute them, They were not thelr own! The
purnose for thelr being where they were weas to reveal the
Zloricus and majestlic messeges of their 7TaAfrEqALa-, the
coming of the transcendent God intc time through His Son,

Jesus Christ, that the neresrini, or strangers, abocut them

might alec desire, through faith, citizsnship in the
70 AlTéoue of the Christian.

By the use of the word ﬁﬁz*ﬁfeuﬁ the duty was alsc
enjoined unon the Philipoiens tc stand fast against =211 as-
saults. One of the remsons for the exlstence of such colo=-
nieg as Philipnd was the matter of defense. The soldlers
asslgned to the clty were not merely to defend the cause of
the Foman Empire by thelr conduct, but also, when neceasary,
by teking up arms end by standing firm even unto death. 3So
also the Christiana. They, ftoo, would find themselves ever
An denger of oppreesion. The asseults of the devil would
come in on every hend in aen attempt to break down and de-
stroy in the hearts =nd minds of men the glorious character
of the heavenly 7'/"0) ;’rsgua. . When these triale would come,
the Philipvian Christians were tec wrestle agalnst them; they

e Lt 1



L7
were to stand fast, actively fighting for the preservation
of the declaration of the messags of the heavenly TThAI?Egaa.
to allens and foreigners. Never should any situation arise
which could raise questions as to the true power, majesty,
and glory of ths ﬁlhb9igua, %o which the Christians de-
clared thelr alleglance.

/
4nother obligation of the gives in a 7TbAITEq;UL was

obadience. Though freedom did exist in aome external mat-
ters, yet they were governed by the laws of the city and
were required to submlt themselvzs to these laws. The same
wzg Tto be true of the Christian congregation in Fhilippl.

It must ever be aware of, and submit itself to, the command-
ments which 1ts Xing declared. 1% dared never confuse 1lts
liberty under the Gospel with license. Its freedom was a
freedom to serve its Lord and dMsster in humble obsdience,
looking to Him alone for all guldance and directlon, seelng

in Him the pattern for their lives. Even as the cives in

Philippil often found two seta of laws, one issued by Rome
and the other by local ordinance, folsted upon them, but
never scknowledged any law which could supersede those
which came from the Mother City, so, too, the Christians
should realize and submnit themselves first to the hlgher
laws from thelr other City, and then, when there was no
conflict, to verform their dutles of civil life within the
city of Philippi. The Philippian Christians were cltizens

of & clty which was above; they were to carry themselves as
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"citizenas of the heavenly Jerugselem" as 1t becane the CGos-
pel of Christ.52

The Chrisftian's 77'"0/] i":r"'E Juo. 4g in heaven. The
Apostle Paul refers to the status of his rsaders. They
were "obliged by thelr noblility" to 1live, however far from
home, =8 though they belonged to it. They were to be
renpresentatives of their home at all times and in 21l cir-
cumstances.?? Thelr 1ife was to be regulated and directed
by the truths and principles ordsined in the Mother Clty,
the Heavenly Jerusalem. Scharlemann points out that Chris-
tians are not merked from the reat of mankind by where they
live, nor by thelr speech or customs. They can dwell in
Gresk or barbarian cities; they can follow the customs of
clothing and food which are common to the local manner of
iife. Yet, they simultansously menifest = wonderful and
varadoxical character of their own unseen state. They pass
their time on earth, but hold thelr citizenship in heaven.
There always exists a tension within the Christian 1life be-
tween oresent existence and the life of the world to come, 5%

8%, Paul's reference to ths Chrilstian's he=avenly
77 o) iTevua 18 one of seversl references, alsc, %o another

local situation within Philippi and the Roman Empire as a

521p3d., v. 86.
'53Moule, op. cit., op. 202-203.

5kgcherlemann, op. cit., p. 478.



|

h9

whole. Evidence reveals that Emperor worship was common,
Af not 2lresady legally commanded, by the yeer 60 A, D.
within the Roman Empire.55 By the time Paul wrote his
Tolstle to the Fhilippians, therefors, the Christians with-
in the Roman colony were confronted by the elsims of two
religlons: the religlon of the Fmperor, and the religion
of the Savior, Jesus Ghrist.56

The worshlp of the Emperor snd the Imperizl House
Played a very important nart in the establishment of the
Roman Empire. The very name Augustus, for instance, de-
notee divinity. He was e god who was present; he vos-
sezsed = heavenly hesrt.57

“mperor worship goes back to Alexander snd originated
in the Fast. The king had s2bsolute power, and he was re-
gorded as the ideal reoresentative of his peopls in every
secular snd religlous office. Already 2t the time of the
Fersiasne & rather highly developed form of ruler worshlp 1ie
evident. The king was regerded as spiritually present at
2ll benguets, even though he was phyeicelly absent. For

this reason food was set at his place at every meal. In

55Aﬁolph Deiesirann, New Light gg_jgg_ﬂggiiggggmggg,
translated from the Cerman by Lionel R. K. Utrachan {EZdin-
burgh: T. and T, Clark, 13907), o. S§l.

5sconybeace end Howson, ov. eit., p. 797.
57Joseph ¥W1llism Hewitt, editor, iranssctions and Fro-

ceedings of the American Fhilological Assoclation (Hiddle-
ton: American Philologlcal Association, 1930), LXI, 69,
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processlionse an altar was borne with fire on it a2 a symbol
of the king's power. Further, evidence shows that a cult,
or system of worship, wae named after Cyrus.58 As time
wvent on, voets 2nd nriests developed a mass of sacred lore
about their gods. Xings were steted to have been sons of
these gods., BStorles developed of divine births, wonderful
youths, and miraculous powers of these many rulers.

When flexander came to the throne, he was familiar
with all cf this lore that had developed. He waa zcquainted
with the houmege which the Greek citles offered to their sup-
nosed founders and kings. He visited shrines and viewed
relice. e was well aware of the fact that his father
Philip had hsd his house and hls own person glorified, as
well as having statues of himself brought into the theater.

During this time, however, there was no sharp distinc-
tion between hero-worship and god-worship. HRather, a hero
could vees into the realm of the zodse.5? The general be-
lief preveiled that each man had a divine guardian. This
seeme to have vrepared the way for the worship of the

daimon (the guiding spirit within man) as a god, with the

later development that the ruler himself was worshloped as

a god, = orsesens deus.

SELily Rose Taylor, The Divinity of the Eoman Emveror
(¥iddleton: American “ﬁllologlcal association, 1931), ». 1.

5%Ibid., p. 7.
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In the yezr 332 B, C., when Alsxander c¢ame to Egynt
a8 conqueror, the veonle of that country revered him. It
is interesting to note, however, that this honor had little
effect upon the thinking of the Greek world. The Egyptians
hed stories of his birth as being supernatural and claimed
That hs had been born of a serpent father. Eventuzlly, the
Erythrean 31byl confirmed that Zeus was the father of
Alexander. He recelved potential divinity a2lthough he was
not given a eult, oriesthocd, or sacrifices, which were
signes of divinity. Uven upon the buildinz of the city of
Alexandria, when tradition gave a cult, thils specilal system
of worship, to the city's founder, the cult of the clty was
directed tc the dsimon, or guerdian apirit, of Alexander
rether then to him as an individuel.

After the institution of nore and more rites to
Alexander, formel decrees concerning his deity were passed
by individuzal municipalities, and, finally, he was acknowl-
edged as a revealed god on earth, o opraegens deus. The
successors of Alexander attempted to establish thelr power
cn the bssis of Alexander's divinity, and both the Ptolenys
and the Seleuclds were delfied either while stlll living or
after their death,60

Yhen Rome extended 1ts power to the Fast, divine honors

pald %o rulers were also carried over to the Roman rulers.

601p1d., vp. 30-32.
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With the nermission of the State not only emperors, but also
ffenerala and gﬁvarnora recelved such homage at the first.
Others, such as Clcero, refused such honors. 2peclel coins
bore inascriptions which accorded to the rulers orerogatives
which they previously had not enjoyed.

One of the orimary ressons, no doubt, feor the increased
worshlip of the lomen leaders was s very nractical one. In-
asmuch =28 the veovles in the East were accustomed to wor-
shipping thelr kinge as gods, the Roman emperors, lest they
be regarded as infarior to those leaders wﬂbm they had con-
quered, by claiming divinity showed themselves not only to
e egqual to, but a2lso superior to, the deposed rulers. 1In
this way they were able to maintaln theilr authority and the
resnect of the neonle.

For the average Roman cltlzen, however, & hero was not
yet the sane as a god. It was not until the citizens of
Rome longed for vezce and desired a savlior to secure thelr
fortunes that the individusal, especlally the victorious gen-
eral, began to receive more and more homage and power.®l

Juliue Caesar, living in a world that thought of an
absolute monarch as god, sought his own divinity after his
victory at Pharsalus. In the year 63 B. C. he selzed the
office of pontifex maximus, the chief prlesthood of Rome.

611bid., ». 57.
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This gave him a 1lifelons tenure of sacred power.92 He de-
clared that he was of Irojan ancestry; he dedicated a
temple to Venus, the mother of the Jullan House; and he
Dlaced his own statue in the Homan Forum. Being a shrewd
politician, Caesar dediceated this statue on a traditionsl
day of ocelebration in Rome, in order that the citizens
might begln to associate him with festivities and celebra-
tlone. Hence, that dsy became a permanent festival in
honor of Julius, and he was well on his way to recelving
deification.

The Senate accorded Caeser yet more honors, but honor:
with which he was <lgsatlefled because of their limitations.
They made him a demi-god and placed hlis chzarlot in front of
a cult statue of Jupiter in the Capltolium. Caeszr became
so disgusted that he refused the honor and had the charilot,
the symbol of this honor, removed.

It vas not until the year 45 5. C. that Caesar made
more notable progress. After hils victory at Munda he had a
statue of himself erected in the temple of Luirinus en-
titled "to the unconquered god."3 Wext, a house was built,
at State expense, tc the honor of Caesar and was patterned
after the houses of the gods. The followlng year found the
Senate glving Cagsar the title of varens vatrise, and they

621p3a., ». 59.
631p1d., . 66.
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authorized him to stamp this title on Foman colns. His
birthday was mesde = fegtivel, animal sacrifices were made
to him, games were celebrated in his honor, and his statue
wag erected in a2ll temples. The gold cheir of Caesar was
carrlsd into the theater Just =8 those of the gods were
brought in, and the name of the month Guinetilis was changed
to Julius.

iit%h the developnent of these signs of dlvinity, the
Senate decreed him %o be a god, erscted & temple to him,
acknowledged hlis oriesthood, and thus formally provided for
his enshrinement in the State ocult.®* He was glven the name
aivus, or deus, though the tltle may not have been wldely
need uatil after hie death., Taylor comments thet many of
the Roman cltlizens were not convinced of his divinity un-
$il after his death by sssasination as a "martyr."65 Arter
his death, however, when the Senate, though 1t wanted Caesar
to be regarded as a tyrant, was unable to do so because of
public opinlon and fear for ites ocwn position, the peoprle be-
canme enthusiastic and wers ready to make something of hls
deification. ;

Uctavizn, the great nephew of Caessr, took over the
throne. Mailnly as a political maneuver, no doubt, he had a

star attached to every statue of Caesar as a symbol of

Sb1pia., p. 68.
651p1a., pp. 77-78.
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Caesar's godhead, as well &8 publicly asserting that he was
out to avenge Csesar's death. The successor to a god would
be well on his way to his own deification. 7The first Tri-
umvirete of Octavian, Antony, and Lepidus as one of 1its
firet acts deified Julius Caesar on January 1, 42 B. C.

Octavian, who had contended with Antony for supremacy
and honors during this entire period, signed a document in

which he was declared to be divi filius. He claimed Apollo

a8 his special patron, and, in Italy, where he was the sole
nmaster, gradually became known as the son of Apollo.
Antony, on the other hand, played the role of the incarnate
Dionysus especilially in the New Rome, Alexandria.

As the next atep in this bitter conflict Octavian
dropped his title as triumvir and replaced it with the
title Imperetor Csesar divi fillus. 3Symbols of his vic-
tories, honors, and protecting gods became the sole adorn-
ment in Rome.66 By killing Antony and Cleopatra, queen of
Egyot by Caesar's decree, Octavian found himself the undis-
puted poseessor of Caesar's entire inheritance and the king-
dom of Egypt. He became the divine king of the Romen Eme
pire. Citles began to be called Caesarea, and Ooyavlan was
glven the place of the second founder in the various cults.
To guarantee himself en assoclation with the gods, he ac-

cepted such honors only Af he could share them with the

661pi1d., ». 131.
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personificetion of the power of Rcme, the goddess Homa.67
Octavian regarded himself ae, =nd beocame known =as, the
second founder of Rome.

5till not satisfied, Octavian's next step was to re-
celve the title Augustus. Hot only was this a title of
pover but 2lso one of divinity. It was equal to both
sanctus and d;vlnua.68 Upon reception of this title the
Aomen citlzene declared Octavian to have potential divinity,
to be a Mercury on earth; but he was not as yet given any
forimnal Testivals or cults. At the same time, howevsr, of-
ferings were made to him rather than to the gods. In the
East he received mors divine honor. Temples were built,
priests were aseigned to hls cults, and festivals and games
were held in his honor.

The way wae prepared for & State Cult dedicated to
Augustus. Up to this time the only regular cultic act in
his honor was the pouring cut of libations to his Geniua at
orivate sné public bangquets. With the death of the pontifex
maximus, Lepidus, in 13 B. C., however, Augustus became the
pontifex maximus and speedily was made a god on earth and
the object of a State Cult. Yorship wae st1ll made to the
(ienius of the Emperor, but this was only & velled form of
worship to the Fmperor himself.S9 Viotime were offered to

671b1d., ». 146.
6€1p13., p. 160.
691bid., ». 193.
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his Genlus on his birthday, official oaths were taken by
hls Genius, and a month was named after him.

A Torum was bullt and dedicated, though not yet com-
pleted, on August 1, 2 B, C. Thie was to be the center of
all Floman activity. Its purpose was to combine the worship
of the ancestors of Augustus with the worship of his
Gteniue. tHars, Venus, and the deified Julius were enshrined
a8 well as the cults assigned to the Genlus of Augustus.
The thin vell which separated Augustus from the full title
of god on earth was the absence of a temvle; and a temple
was never secured.

Zhe establishment of the State Cult in Rome had its
effect upon the provinces and nuniclpalities of the Empire,
alsoc. In the Fast the worship of the Emperor was univeraal
in citles and leagues. Alleglance was sworn to the Emperor,
not %o Rome. In Rome, even though the cltizens may in
theory have worshipped the Genius of the Emperor, yet the
living Emperor was the true object of worship. Literary

sources revesl that in Africe Augustus was cslled deus. A

temple was erected at Neavolis. AL Pompell a priest of
Augustus was sppointed shortly after 2 B. .70 As men be-
gen to reelize the peaecs which he brought, they responded to
the idea of their times and instituted for all citizens a

worship which would give expression tc the deep feeling of

70Ipid., pp. 205-2135.
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appreclation for the blessings brought by the rule of
Auguatua.

Augustus died in August, 14 A. D. One of the public
orators at his funeral is clalmed to have sald:

It is fitting that we should not mourn for him but

that while we now at last glve his body back to nature,

we should glorify his spirit like that of god for-

ever.71

Though he named no successor to his throne, Augustus'
deslgnation of Tiberilus, an adopted son, was very apparent.
Tiberius decreed that a temple be built to Augustus; he fur-
ther declared that 2 priest be named for his foster father.
The Senate instituted a sacred college of the noblest sena-
ters who were to devote themselves to hls worship. Poets,
such as Ovid, began to liken Augustus to Jupiter. They
found paracllels in the lives of Augustus and Juplter and
in the battlees they fought, and they ascribed to both an
overseeing eye as they sat upon the royal seat in heaven. 72

Tiberius was interested in following the general'prin-
ciples of Auvgustus. %hen he dled, however, he was not dei-
fied because Caligula, the next Emperor, falled to press tye
question of deification.

Caligula regerded himself aa Juplter incarnate and de-

manded extravagant worship. Beceuse of his tyrannicael rule

7lipid., p. 229.
72Hewitt, op. oit., p. 55.
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Home breathed a sigh of relief upon his murder in 41 A, D,
and did not accord to him divinlty. The successor of
Caligula, Claudius, returned to the vrscedent of Augustus,

and was enshrined as another divus. From Claudius to

Diocletian, in which period of history the Epistle to the
Philipplans wss written, those emperors were enshrined as
gods of the State upon death whose rule had rendered them
worthy of deiflcation. They were given the title divus,
which came %o equal "man made into god.“73

By the time of Paul, therefore, the national religions
held the cherished bellef that th; gods worked in and
through theilr emperors. The emperor was the representative
off the gods by divine descent or was divinely chosen and
endowed for the exercise of soverelgnty. The concern of
the gods centered mainly in the political welfare of the
nation.”* Since there was no one national falth, the citi-
zens of the Empire sought common expression of thelr faith
in the worship of the emperor.

Because of this situastion such "tenets" of faith as
salvation, deliverance from evil, peace, a savior, and a
golden age! were not new with Christlanity, but they found

expression, in a different form, tc be sure, among all

73Taylor, op. cit., p. 2&1,

?43hirley Juckson Case, The Evolution of Early Chris-
tianity (Chicago: The University of Chicego FPress, c.1914),
P. 195.
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cltizens of the Roman Empire, and, hence, among the inhabit-
ants of Philippi ealso.

The temptatlion would be great at times, one can well
imagine, for Christians in such an environment to sacrifice
some of the exclusiveness which the Cross of Chriast demanded
for a more "real" worship which, in many ways, offered a
simller hope and message. There was always the desnger that
the sasential difference between the Emperor Cult and Chris-
tianity might esceve the attention of the follcwer of Christ,
nanely, that while the Emperor Cult offered a full present
and a nmezager future, Christianity offered a possibly neager
prasent but & full future.’5

Realizing this danger, 5t. Paul includes several ex-
hortations end reminders to the Philippian Christians that
their God is Jesus Christ. He is the Lord. He is thelr
Sevior to whom they must pledge themselvea in thelr entiretly.
There 1s only one ﬁ%@%cs. e title which was ascribed also
to the Roman emperors from the time of Nero,76 the Emperor
at the time of the writing of the Eplstle to the Phllipplans.
There was only one awvrﬁf, another title which came to be
used, as inscriptional evidence pointe out, of the Emperor.?7

Paul reminds his readers, for instance, “that every

75Ibid., p. 238.
76De1semann, op. clt., p. Bl.

77scharlemann, ov. cit., p. b72.
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tongue should confess that Jesua Christ 1s AUf/05, to the
glory of the Father" (2:11). This was & time of conflict
Tfor Christians, a conflict of the claims for men's loyalty.
“any sald that they had no /fU,P/f-‘-S but Caesar. For the
Chriastian, however, there was only one 4ﬁ4?1¢s, Jesus
Christ. There could be no “"fence walking," there could be
ne divided devotlion. Complete submission and dedication to
the ;(éf,os preached to them by Paul was necessary for those
Christisns who lived in the midet of 2 people offering honor
and reverence to the Emperor; worship was due to the Chris-
%tian God alone.

The other striking verse in the Epistle is 3:20: 'Gur
native city ie in heaven; whence (that is, from our native
city) we look Tor the azorﬁ}m, the Kﬁfloy, Jesua Christ,"
In this verse not only does the mentlon of -the dedication of
the Chriatian to the heavenly 7Tb)fr€gu¢ clearly state
that the Chrigtian is to have no kﬁ%@o/ but Him Who came
from God, but slao the mention of 01”760 . Arndt and
Gingrich comment on the usage of the word 01077&” :

At an early date o-wrn'f vas used as a title of honor

for deserving men . . . and in inscr. and pap. we Tind

it predicated of high-ranking offlclals and of persons
in vrivate life. . . . Of much greater import is the

designation of the (deified) ruler as o (Ptolemy I

Soter . . . and oft. in later times, of the Roman em-
perors as well . . .).78

78w1111am F. Arndt end F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-
nglish Lexicon of the New Testement and Other Farly Chris-
tian Literatgre (Chicago: The University of Chicsgo Fress,
¢.1957), p. 808.




62

FMoulton 2nd #illigen give the additional information
that an inscription has been uncovared in Ephesus from 48
A. D. in which the Town Council of Ephesus and other citiles
already scclaimed Julius Caesar as Bea/ éz;rlga.x/i /(d:
Kai/o/ ToO cgu/é’/?wm’:/ad frov owThps.. They also state that
an Egyptian inscriptlon refers to Nero as 7@/ owThpC icat
EL:”E/’)*E,?')H THS 013(00#-‘-’,!}“5.79 As the citlizens of the
Roman Empire, then, looked for orivileges and protection
from the Emperor, so Chrigtians should look above, to
heaven, to their Mother City, for the coming of thelr'awﬂéh
thelr source of deliverance.’® Tven as kﬁyyﬁf answers the
idea of ch*)nf’ffvﬂa- , 80 does 0“””’? answer the ldea of the
necesglity for complete dedication.

It is in the capscity of Saviour that they ewalt himn--

" the pamne cspaclty in which they have already received

and known him. They look for him to comnlste thelr

gelvation, and therewith to deliver them from the suf-

Infirotties and Tia{tations ot thelrTamhitl  f et

How aptly does the Apostle Paul_use this word to
sharpen the contrast between their earthly and heavenly cit-
izenship!

Once agsin it is evident that Paul d41d not select his

72James Hope Moulton and George The Yocabu-
lary of the New Tegtament (Grand Rapids: ¥m. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 19849), n. 621.

€05chariemann, gp. cit., p. 472.
81V1ncent, op. cit., p. 119.
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terminoclogy at random. It wes most certainly influenced
by, and directed to, the volitical asltuation in which ths
Christiana of Philinpi found themselves. As they read the
letter from the Apostle, they could not but think of the
pollitical environment about them end accordingly mske ap-
plication to the CGospel message glven them by the Apostle

Paul.




CHAPTYR V
CONCLUSION

Thlg study hes ylelded certailn information sbout Tirst-
century life in the city of Philippl and has indicated
Paul's purvose in selecting certein words and phrases in
vwriting %o the Fhilinplens.

First, Philippl, by no means = poor city, was a com-—
merclal center and very familisr with the terminology of
bueiness and finance. Faul was able to make msaningful use
of technical commercial and eccnomic vocabulary, therefore,
in writing to the Philippisn Christiane. By using such
technical terminology, he -gave local color to his expression
of gratitude for the monetary gift which the Philippiens
had eent him. He was also able to present in a2 most pic-
turesque way the mutual interest and sharing which existed
between himself and the congregation, even amld trial snd
affliction.

Second, the interest which Foman citizens had in ath-
letics enabled Faul to plcture vividly the fight in which
Christians must engage for the preservation of thelr spir-
1tual life.

Third, internal evidence reveals Paul's concern for
the unity of the Church because of dissensions which had
arisen through a Judaizing element within Fhilippi.
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Fourth, the great number of Gentiles in the congrega-
tion offered Faul an excellent opportunity to present
merely by the use of small particles the shameful and
humilieting ignominy of Christ's crucifixion.

Fifth, Philippil, = colony of Rome, had Home as ite
',r,f‘o,l f,T:f'gutt. By referring to heaven as the /7'04';'?'_%" of his
readers, Paul was able to summarize for them the nature and
charccter of thelr ethics, conduct, and exclusiveness; the
necessity for failthfulness to the Gospel of Christ within
thelr environment; and the certainty of their heavenly cit-
izenship by God's own decree.

Blxth, the development of Emperor worshlp in the Roman
Empire enabled S¢t. Paul to remind his readers in meaningful
languzage of the loyalty due to the truly divine and graclous
kﬁ%las and owavﬂP Whom he presented to them in contrast
wilth the homage and worship which FRoman citizens paild their
political ruler, their /(e‘:'ﬁiaf and a‘wl‘hff , the Roman Em-
peror. .

In conclusion, then, the Epistle to the Philipplans
reveals that Paul did not write in abstract forms or gen-
eralizations, but rather, that he made use of many concrete
locsl situations in which his readers found themselves. A%G
the same time i1t is understood that when cne undertakes a
research of this kind he 1s not only dealing in the area of
the hilstorical, but aleo in the area of falth, or verbal
inspiration. It is only right and proper, thereforse, that
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Paul 1s not made the object of glorificetion, but rather:
Scll Dec Gloria!!

e e
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