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gods ot t he people about them. H1a truatvorlh1neaa verltled 

What t hey had heard conoernlng the promlaea made to Abraham, 

to Isaac, nd to Jacob. God was their King; th1a note was 

celebr at ed 1n the Song of ~ioaes.19 "But the formal be­

g1nn1ng o~ the Kingdom ot God 1n Israel was made by the 

transactions at s1na1."20 The giving ot the Law marked the 

beg1nnin~ o~ the Theocratic Kingdom. 

i,;oaes was the man unto lrhom God communicated H1e words 

and upon �~� horn He placed the respona1b111tiea ot a leader 

anrJ. medi atoJ:O. r-~oEes was the prophet without rival in h1a 

1nterooui•ae w1 th God. It 1s said more ot him than ot a1l 

ot her prophet s as a whole: NOod talked with him,d or "God 

epake t o hi m." He la called the greatest among the prophets 

tri t h whom God communed. 21 

Or ell1 points out the part that Noaea played in the 

establishment and growth ot the Kingdom. 

The condition end means ot t his instituting ot the 
theocracy was the deliverance ot Israel trom Egypt. 
Thia deliverance was aooompl1ahed through Moses the 
prophet. 11:ay a prophet Jehovah broukht Israel out or 
Egypt, and by a prophet was it preserved• (Hoa. 12:1.3). 
~oeea possesses no title to vh1oh 'he aould appeal be­
fore the heeds ot the soJourn1ng and enslaved in 
Egypt, but his divine call• the apeo1al revelation or 
the Holy God imparted to hlm on the S1na1t1o pen1naula. 
By this divine word, attended with a1gna, he then set 

19Ex. 15:18. 

20J. s. Cand1ah, .1b§. Kingdom �~� tyA in the ,Qli Testa­
ment (Edinburgh: 'l'. and T. OJ.ark, 188 , p. 51. 

2lcr. Num. 12:6tr.; Deut. ]4:lotr. 
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h1s people tree: And vhen 1t waa b'ee, he led 1t b7 
that word and e.rranged 1ta oonst1tut1on.22 

Yahweh was the King ot Isro.el. He waa ao reoogn1zed 

at S1na1 1here the theoorat1o oonat1tutlon was formally 

established . Israel was conao1oua ot th1a rela.t1onah1p., 23 

't11thout the Kingship ot God she could not explain h~r good 

tortune. At S1ne1 God proposed to take Iara.el aa His ovn.24 

That the i mport or that tranaactlon mq be 1'ully apprehended, 

one passage 1s cited: 

hnd l•fosee went u:9 unto God, and the Lord celled unto 
h1m out of the mountain, saying, thus shalt thou say 
t o t he house ot Jacob, and tell the oh1ldren ot 
Isr ael; Ye have seen what I d1d unto the Egyptians 
a nd how I bax'e you up on eagle's wings, and brought 
you unto myeelt. Now therefore, it ye will obey my 
vo1oe indeed, and keep my oovenant, then ye ahall be 
a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: tor all 
the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto ma a kingdom 
of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words 
which thou shalt speak unto the oh1ldren or Israe1.2S 

Four points stand out in this aocount. F1rat, God re-

minded the people whet Re had dona tbr them. Ha raised ~P 

their leader; He guided them through the wilderness. When 

the time came tor them to cross the rivers, Be effected the 

unusual; the water parted and the people walked over on dry 

ground. 

22orell1, .!m.• .91!t.., p. 126. 

23cr. Ex. 19:6; Judges 5. 

24cf. F-x. 19:2-6; 24:4-8. 
251~. 19: 3-6. 
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Secondly , th~ condition ot the continuation ot Hls re­

lation with the people was the obedience to Hie Laws, the 

covenent a t Sinai.26 

Thirdly, the people would become the Lord's, chosen 

by Him for His own glory~ the carrying on ot the promise, 

and t he man1testat1on ot H1a Kingdom. 

Fourthly, they were to be a kl~gdom ot priests, con­

secrat ed and holy. 

The people accepted the proposals: •All that the Lord 

hath spoken i-re will do. 1127 In thla oonneat1on Candlah makes 

the foll owing significant comments: 

By t he solemn aonoluaion ot the covenant at Sina i 
( U:x. 24) , Israel became the people ot God, and he be­
came their King. It 1a tl'Om tbls relation, tor which 
J osephus (C. Apion. 2:17) 1ntroduoed the name theoc­
racy, t hat the whole oonceotion ot- the kingdom ot God 
has arisen, and sooord1ngly it 1s or .grea t importance 
to understand wherein the theooraoy 1n Israel oonalsted. 

It did not oons1st simply 1n the natlo~ having no human 
lt ing ; f'or though Gideon (Judg. -8 :22,23; and 1 Sam. 
8 :6 ,7) regarded the proposal to appo1nt a King; yet 
a~teri~ards, when kingly government was estab11shed 1n 
Israel, 1t was not held that the theocracy had ceased. 
In psa lms and :prophet1o books vr1ttan long attar the 
nation had become a mona.rohy, God 1A at1ll apoken ot 
as the l:~ing o:r Israel, and the Book ot Deuteronomy, 
••• makes provision tor a human lc1ngah1p in Israel. 
The const1tut1on was indeed modi:t'1ed when that was set 
up, and 1t may be oall~d ••• £ bagi~eo-th,ooracY. 
instead ot a p'IU98 theocracy; but tho Kingdom ot Cod, 
1n the · sense 1n which 1t •aa real and valuable 1n 
Israel, continued 1n spite ot that change. 

26ct. Ex. 20:ltt. 

271."x:. 19:8. 
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Accord1ng to the Old Testament representations, the 
theocracy in Israel really consisted in this, that 
Israel was 1n covenant with God; they ware his peculiar 
~eople, and he was their God and King. More particu­
l arly the pr1v1leges thllt they thus enJoyed are 
1nd1c tea. 1n Deut. 4:7,8, to be these, that they had 
God near them, s.nd had a righteous law given them by 
him. The same 1dea appears in Deut. 33:3,4; Pss. 
14?:19 ,20, and 148:14. 1'h1a certainly implied a 
providential government excero1aed over the people, 
such as 1e signalized in the Book ot Judges, where it 
1a e specially brought out, that God chastised Israel 
tor unfaithfulness to him by giv1ng them up to . their 
enemi es, and again had mercy on them, when they were 
humble e.nd pen1 tent. Thia is vhe.t . 1s brought out in 
P .. mo a 3 :1-8, when the prophet protests against the idea 
that God's relation to Israel was merely a natural 
one , s uch that he must be on the1r side no matter how 
t hey acted. It ia a moral relation, requiring agree­
ment, and 1mpl1ing chastisement tor in1qu1ty •••• 
What di s tinguished Israel was, not the idea that 'God 
was their king and they his people, tor that was com­
mon to a lmost all ancient nations; not the fact that 
the power of their leaders and king was limited by the 
authority of laws reverenced as of divine authority, 
for tha t wss also usual 1n early soo1et~ee; but the 
t a.ct that 1n Israel these lo.we did aome 1n a speo1al 
eenae from God, and were interpreted and developed by 
men who were in spiritual communication with God.28 

Because Yahweh the1r God was holy, the people, directed 

by divine command, were determined to be holy and to realize 

r1ghteousneas by diligent observance ot all the Laws ot 

Ood. 29 Ar.d a s such they wre set •~art trom their heathen 

nelghbors.30 

By Divine Revelation ideas were planted in the minda · 
of the people ot Israel, so lotty, and ~1oh, and deep, 
that in the existing religious condition they could 

28Cand1sh, He• .Qll., P~• 53-SS. 
29cr. Deut. 4:ltt. 

3°ct. Num. 23:9. 
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never see their perteot realization; ideas wh1oh with 
every stex, 1n the development or the rel1g1011a lite and 
knowledge, only more tull7. d1sclose4 their own depth 
nnd fullne s s, and which ·must theretorP. have led them 
to the future tor their tultillment.31 

Yahweh, the Godot Israel, was the Godot the whole 

earth, 32 and as the Lord of all creation, animate and in­

animate t h1.ngs, He t1a s entitled to the reverence, respeot, 

obedience , l ove, loyalty ot every Israelite. "On the ground 

of the ltnoi-rledge of Jehovah must the Israelite claim the 

t1hole ee.rth for the Kingdom of God. 0 :3:3 

The Time ot the K1nga 

Befor e t aking .up the monarchy, the period ot the Judges 

and its rel ation to the development ot the Kingdom ot God 

must be briefly considered. The ~eriod ot the Judges may 

be summarized quite simply: the Children ot Israel would 

walk after other gods and incur the anger ot Yahweh, where­

upon He would deliver them 1nto the hands ot their enem1ea. 

Israel would then repent and oey out to God, and He wou!d 

raise up a strong man to deliver them tr.om the hands or 

their enemies. The uattern would then repeat 1tae1t. 

The one outstanding char&cteristio ot aaoh Judge was 

the f act that he was endowed mightily with the Spirit ot 

3lorr, .21!.• ,ill. , p. 846. 

32cr. Ex. 19:5 • 

.33orr,, .22• o1t., P• 846. 
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God. By virtue ot this endowment, he was enabled to ra11y 

enough of the tribes about him to deteat the enemies ot 

Israel. The cas e ot Gideon is an example: 

But the Sp1r1t of the Lord oame upon Gideon, and he 
blew a trumpet; and Abiezer vaa gathered atter him. 
And he sent messengers thl'oughout all Manasseh; who 
a l so wa s gathered atte.r him: and he sent messenger■ 
unto As her, and unto Zebul~p, and unto Naphtal1i and 
they ca me up to meet them.J4 

I n ef f ect each Judg;e was a "ohar1amat1o hero," &!)ec1ally 

endowed by God and calling upon Israel to renew their 

l oya l t y t o God. "Their remarkable hiato17 arid their 

r elit louo zeal were undQubtedly the pr1na1pnl cohea1ve 

f orce,s in their organizat1o~. 1135 

I n ot he r words, Israel uas at this time a theocracy. 

The nation had no hurnan king. The oase ot Gideon, who re­

fused to be mnde king by reminding the people that their 

only King was Y~hueh, may be oited.36 In other words, the 

men who were r a ised up by God never considered themselves 

as kings, but only instruments 1n the handa of God. The 

reel sign1fioance of the Judges 11ea 1n the tact that they 

were men specially set apart by God. They and they alone 

were the recognized leaders of the tribes of Israel. Aa 

1t will be noticed lnter, even the early klnga, auoh aa 

34Judges 6:34-35. 

:3Sw. F. Albright, Archaeology ~ lb.!. Rfl1g1on .!! 
Israel ( Baltimore: Johna Hopkins Preaa, 1942~ p. 99. 

36cr. Judges 8:22-23. 
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Saul and David, were similarly set apart and endowed by God. 

The disparity between the div1ne ideal and the ex1at-

1ng reality of the kingdom, which evinced itaelt in the 

rebellion of the people, can be clearly aeen.3? ~he tribal 

Jealousies, the lawlessness abroad, and the alternating rise 

of' f'a1th nd doubt, led to the demand for a king. 

And 1t came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he 
made his sons Judges over Israel •••• And h1e sons ~ 
wal ked. not in his t1ays, but turned aside after lucre, 
and t ook bribes, and perverted Judgment. ~hen all the 
elders or Israel gathered themselves together, and came 
to S~muel unto Ramah, And said unto h1m, Behold, thou 
art old , and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make 
us a king to Judge us 11ke all the ne.tions. But the 
thing di spleased Samuel when they aa1d, G1ve us a king 
t o Judf!e us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. ,\nd 
the Lord s aid unto Samuel, Hearken unto the -voice ot 
the people in e.11 that they say unto thee: tor they 
h~ve not reJeoted thee, but they have reJeoted me, 
the t I should not reign over them. Aooord1ng to all 
the works wh1oh they have done sinoe the day that I 
brought them up out of Egypt even unto th1a day, 
wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, 
ao _do they also unto thee. Npw, therefore, hearken 
un~o their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto 
them, a11d shew them the manner ot the king that shall 
ra1gn over . them. And Samuel told all the vorda ot 
the Lord unto the people that asked of him a king • 
• • • Nevertheless the people retuaed to obey the 
voice ot Samuel, and they aa1d, Nay; but ve will have 
a king over us, and go out before us, and t1ght our 
battles.38 

As Oandish so rightly says: 

The dem1:ind tor a king was thus a sign of the :failure 
of I sr ael to rise above the position ot a kingdom ot 
priests, having Jehovah a1one as lts King, and being 
directly governed by t. m. It was simply, as the nar­
rative indicates Cl ~am. 8:8), the aontinu8nce ot the 

370:r. Ex. )2; Num. 11. 

381 Stim. 8: 1, 3-10 1 19-20. 
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aame ap1r1tual 1ncapao1ty that they had shown all 
:?.long. • • • It was Juet the danger ot failure that 
made t hem seek o. king. They were now oonac1oua ot 
t heir wealtneas ; and though the k1ngl.7 government came 
shor t of the i deal, 1t was a real and great blessing 
t o Ier ael. )9 

The clamor of the people and their intention to have 

a ki ng et a l1 ooata led the prophet Samuel to aoqu1eaoe in 

their demands . The above passage points out that Samuel 

oonsul·t ed the Lor d , and the Lord instructed h1m to submit 

to t ne demand of the people. He did so with· hea1tat1on. 

Ho di d they proceed? Who vaa 1t that determined the choice 

or the I 1ng 'I 

ow the Lor d had told Samuel in his ear a day before 
Sul came , saying, Tomorrow about this time I will 
send thee a man out ot the land ot BenJamin, and thou 
shalt anoint h1m to be· aapta1n over my people Israel, 
tha t he may s ave my people out ot the band ot the 
Philis t i nes; tor I have looked ~pon my people, be­
cause t he·1r cry 1a ooma unto me."-0 

I t 1a e1gn1t1oant that aocor41ng to this passage God 

has not cast oft His people, even though they have reJeoted 

H1m as Ki ng. Instead ffe proposes to uae Saul 1n order to 

save H1a people. Nov chosen tor the task, Saul vas inducted 

1nto t he h i gh ottioe of king under God. 

According to the Lav ot Moses, Yahweh was to choose 

the King of I srael, who vaa to be His repreaentnt1ve. The 

oho1oe of Saul by God 1a implied 1n the anointing 'by Samuel, 

39 'and1sh, sm,. cit., P• 59. 
401 l:)Bm. 9 :lS.-1?. 
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the representa tive of God, and the oont1rmat1on ot th1a 

choice by holy lot.41 

The :first thing wh1ch Samuel makes clear is that Go4 

through him has given them a king, and not they themselves. 

Then Samuel recounts the1r history. It was God who brought 

them out of the land of Egypt and delivered the Promised 

Land into their hands. It was God vho raised up the Judges 

to del1ver them from the hands of their enem1ea. Up to 

th1s time , ~amuel reminds them pointedly, they had been · 

se.t1sf.1ed to trust 1n God as the1r IC1ng when enemies arose 

against them. But when Ammon oame aga1nst ·. them, they or1ed 

tor o.n earthly king to reign over them. Now God has given 

them o. lt.1ng. 

h e k1ng 1 e authority was not akin to that or a modern 

monarch. He was responsible to God. · On the ap1r1 tual aide 

hie power was limited by that ot the Prophet, the spokesman 

ot God; and on the side of the people, the subJeota ot the 

kingdom, he had to deal with the Elders, the representatives 

of the people. Even so, the king was the leader, and as 

leader he was above the Prophets and the Elders, but ever 

the servant and the agent ot Yahweh, laboring tor the wel­

fare of h1s brethren. 

And it shall be, when he altteth upon the throne ot 
his kingdom, that he shall Vl'1te him a oopy ot th1a 
law 1n a book out ot that wh1oh 1s before the pr1esta 

41ct. l Sam. 10 :i-20. . 
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the Levites: And it ahe.11 be with him, and he shall 
read therein all the days ot h1a ' l1tei that he m,q 
learn to f'ear the Lord his God; to keep all the word.a 
o~ this l aw and these statutes, to do them: Tha t his 
heart be not lifted above hi■ brethren, and that he 
t urn not aside trom the oomlJ!&D.dment, to the right hand 
or to the left: to tbe end that he may prolong hla 
de.ya 1n hie kingdom, he, and his children, 1n the midst 
or Israel.42 

the duties ot the king were many. Re was ever under 

God, .nd to God he had to give an account tor h1a programs 

and act1v1tie s. Among his reaponaib1lit1ea the tollowing 

are set fort h in Scripture: (1) Re defends ag~1nst ene­

mlee. 4 ( 2 ) He runctiona as the supreme court, ever w111-

1~g and glad to hear the complaints ot his people.44 

( 3) He appoints a.nd diamiaaes priests. 4S (4) He 1a to 

supervise the priesthood. 46 ( S) He 1a to keep a watchtu1 

eye on the rel1g1oua lite e.nd oonduot ot the people, striv­

ing constantly to eradicate evil. When a1n 1a prevalent, 

it 1s b.1a obl1gat1on to provide a bullock tor tbe sin ot· 

the people. Ln 

42Deut. 17:18-20. 
43cr. 1 sam. e:,o. 
L!.4cr. 2 Sam. 15_:2; l Kings 3:1tt. 

4Scr. 1 Ohron. _16:37,39; 2 So.m. 8:?; 
46cr! 1 O~ron. 1:s: 16. 2:,-24,, 16:4-6. 

"'?er. Ezk. 14:22. 

l ~1nga 2:27,35. 
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H1s 1noom~ ~as eeoured from his aubJeota,48 tore1gn­

era,49 boot y in war,SO taxea,51 toraed labor,S2 Iarael1tea,S3 

t1rst gr o · t h of pasture landa,54 subdued nationa,55 and ex­

tensive roys.1 domain holdinga.56 

The information above mq seem to be a bit extraneous 

to t he deve l opment ot the Kingdom ot God, but it is oited 

to show tha t t he king , chosen by God, vaa responsible to 

God i n 11 areas ot life, both spiritual and domestic. 

After the death of Saul, David came to the throne.S? 

Hi e reign s considered ideal, and although he failed per-

sonnl l y , he never torgot the honor attaohed to his poait1on 

and the neceos1ty or thinking and working tor the people of 

I er ee1. S8 K1n3 David had not lived up to his sincere 

~Bet. l Sam. 10:27; 16:20. 

49~r . 2 Sam. 8:12; l Kings 5:1tt.; 10:25; 2 Chron. 
32:23. 

SOc:r. 

Slcr. 
S2cr. 
S3ct . 

S4cr • 

2 Saw. 8:11; 

1 Kings 9:11; 

1 Kings 9:20; 

l Kings 5:13; 

.Au1oe 7:1. 

SSot. 2 Kinga 3 :4. 

12:30; 1 Chron. 

l Sam. 17:25. 

2 Chron. 2:18. 

11:28; 12:4. 

?6ct. l Chron. 28 c2S-31. 

S? Ci". 1 Se.m. 16: 1-lO ; 2 Sam. S : 1-9. 

SBcr. Ps . 1a. 

26:27. 
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PUl'poees, a11d because or his own recognition that he had 

tailed, he looked f'ortrflrd to the hour when a member of' hie 

house would e.ccompl1sh what he longed to aoo.ompl1ah. 

Psalms sixty-two Md one hundztad one are similar in tone. 

Da vid :rorese,rr the king of the tuture, vhose ideal leader-

8h1p would usher in the _1deal k1ngdom.S9 Many pa.aaagea 

refer t o the King-to-be, and the Ruler ot that kingdom, the 

K 1ngdom o-r God. 

The Royll1 Poalma g1ve a olear description ot Israel's 

concept o:f Kingship. ,\1any ot these Paalma haTe been inter­

pret ed by the Church as Mesa1an1c. Others haTe held to the 

fact tha t these Psalms only declare the tunction or the 

earthly kings of' Israel. These tvo viewpoints do not 

contradict each other but ahov us the contemporary situation 

or the author or the Psalms and the ult1ma:te 1nterpratat1on 

or the •iessiah by the Church. 

Psal m 2 :7 states that the k1ng was the aon of' Yahweh. 

The problem ar1ses whether the king 1a really the son ot 

Yahweh or merely adopted by Him. Man, aoholara hold to the 

adopt1on theory. The king, adopted by Yahweh aa His son, 

receives an abundance ot gifts. The main gltt was that 

Yahweh sent H1s ap1r1t upon the k1ng aa a aoUl"ae ot power 

S9ct. 2 Sam. 23:1-S; Pa. 2; 20; 65; ??; 89; 110; 132. 



and atrength.60 

Psalm twenty-one tells that the king reoelYea long 

lite, victory over the enemies, and glor., and honor among 

the nations--all gifts of Yahweh. 

Helmer Ringgren points out that in Psalm one hundred 

ten the king was a priest af'ter the order ot Meloh1zedek, 

and this implies that the k1ng was the legitimate he1r. ot 

the Jerusalem1te priest-kings up to the time ot the exile.61 

R1ncr~ren presents a summary of the pioture of the king 

in the Royal Psalms. He points out that the king was 

anointed by Ya.h11eh and proclaimed as His son. 'lhe command 

given to the king by Yahweh vas that he rule in r1ghteoua­

neos and 1n Justice tor h1s people. He was to defeat the 

enemies of the people and establish Hla ltlngdom over the 

domain of the world.62 It must be granted that some ot the 

qualities of the coming Messiah find their root in the 

Israelite concept of their earthly k1ng. 

Oandish has oonoluded that 8 Da,1d vaa the king or 
Israel who most nearly realized the theooratio ideal. ot a 

king ruling 1n the name of Jehovah, and securing the 

60s. l-:otr1nokel, Ji!. lb&! Cometh. translated 'b7 G. W. 
Anderson (Nev York: Abingdon Presa, 19Sl), p. ?9. 

61Helmer R1nggren, !I!!. Meaa1ab !!! !bl. gJA Tegtament; 
(London: SC~ Press Ltd., 1956), p. 12. 

62Ib1d., p. 20. 
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~bservanoe ot h1s righteous lav among the people.•6:, 'l'o 

this Robertson adds: 

The reign, the achievements, and the personality ot 
David formed the nucleus ot an 1deal vh1cb atruck deep 
~nd lasting root 1n popUlar teel1ng. Amid their later 
v1c1ss1tudes, the Hebrews forgot the many ta11ures ot 
David's reign 1n oompar1son with 1ta unquestionable 
s:plendore.6£J 

In other wo1•de, David was a symbol of the past wh1oh grew 

into the embodiment of hope tor the future. The prophets, 

therefore , came to look back upon the reign ot David as the 

symbol of ell the 'hopes conceived tor the nation 1n the 

future. 

r-~oreover, the monarchy tended to oentral1ze the 

national conecience.6S Inatead ot a loose oontederat1on ot 

tribe&, I s rael t1aa no,r a nation responsible before God. 
0 Th1e &llowed the contrast between the ideal and the aotual 

to come to a he&d, and thus the way was prepared tor the 

growth of a more det1n1te hope ot an age to oome.•66 

fhe s1gn1f1oance ot the rise ot the monarob1' 1n respect 

to the Kingdom or God may be summarized under-three maJor 

ideas. 

63cand1sh, ,22. £ll. , p. 61. 
64Arch1bald Robertson, RegnWD Del (New ·York: Macmillan 

Comp&ft1', 1901), p. 16. 
6Sib1d., p. 17. 

661b1d. 


