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CIAPTELR I
INTRODUCTION

The teaching end life of the Church has been impressed and charactere
ized Ly different accents und developments in various periods of the Church's
history. It iz common to refer to the early Chwreh as Johannine in hor
spirit, Some would charsclerize the Reformaticn period as Pauline, though
ot asignifying an essential difference Yy such a description. The cone
texporary or modern perded would %hen be referred to as ths age with the
accents and spivit of the Synoptic Oosrels. This latter description of
the contemporsiy Church £inds application in tho Protestant Church of the
West as a whole. Tt seems to involve principles or zccents which emphasize
and set forth the "historical Jesus.® This emphasis is accompanied Ly a
de=eaphacis on the exalted Christ.

Tiose who refer to the spirit of tThe modern pericd as Synoptic should
protably use this tera in a malified sense. It is eltogether possitle
thet the Synortic Cospels ere being misinterpreted by the Western Pro-
testant donomirations. Julius Schniewind in his comzentary to the Gospel
according to St. Hurk reminds us: "Die Evangelien sind wvon Christen
geschrieben, die an den Erhochten Christus gegleubt haben,"! Therefore
an interpretation of the Synoptic Gospels which noglects the exalted
Christ is probably elien to the understanding which the early Church had
of the Symoptics. Kew Testament study, however, is not ow immedisto
concern in this thesis. 4t this point we wish mersly to call attention

JJuJ.ms Schniowind, Dag Evangelium nach Marckus in Dag Neue
Testaunent Deutsch (Goettiu_,em Venderboeck & Rupreeht, 1956), I, 6l.

B o s S
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to the de-emphssis on the exalted Christ in the Weatern Protestant Church
milisu. If vio, as luthearans, are within Western Protestantism, it wuld
hardly be possible for us to esecape the influence of this milicu. 4nd
this writer believes this influence and its effects are readily found
also within our ovwmn church body. Thoere may be no traces of thizs influence
in our doctrine and theological discussion, wut it might become manifest
already in our cultus and then in gone ¢f ovur religious jullications and
devotional ert for popular consumption. If so, this thesiz has a very
"oractical” bent. It tries to set forth Luther's doctrine of the exalted
Christ as o corrective Ffor the influences from the milieu of Vestern
Protestantisn,.

Three questions were involved in the choosing of the topic here
presenteds The firot gave the writer a concern for the doctrine of
Christls exaltaticn instead of leaving hin with a more general conocern
for the holiness of Christ!s Person. This question is raised for one
wiv hes been made aware of Protestantism's emphasis on the ™higtorical
Jesus." If this cccent on Jesus the man hes been constently present
through a study of the Gospels, then one is startled amnew at the
regurrection and ascension of our Iord. TWhen the happening of the
ascension is givenm its due by one who does not hold the three-story
coazology with heaven up atove, then the ascension can only be expressed
as taking over divine omnipresence and rulership. Such a man, wio
becomes omnipresent ruler to an infinite degree, must also be God. Such
an exaltation certainly entails tho holiness of Chrisi's Ferson, but it
especially sets forth the msn Jesus as elso God. S0 we ask the question,
"lave there been theologians who stressed the exaltation as they came to
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the affirmation thot Jesus was trus God and true mani® It is fitting
that a Lutheran would ask specifically vhether Luther accents this approaches
through the doetrine of the exaltaiioneeto the affirming of the union of 1
the divine and Iumen natures in Christ!s Ferson. This is the first :
question. i
The second question is that which reslly fixed this topic to a '
study in Luther. The question is born out of the writer's distress over
the way Protestant Sectarianism regards the Ferson of ocur Iord. This is
ot meant es a eriticism of the familierity which characterizes Ssctarian
devotion to our lord. dny real dewtion to our Lord must involve famile ‘
darity., But this writer feels Frotestantism's regard for Christ is often ;
disrespectiul fasilierity rather than an adoration which would inwolve i
the relationship of holy familiarity. In seeking to abolish this dise
respectful familiarity--this familiarity which canntot comprehend the
amazing significance of Christ's Forson or wrikeethis familiarity which
1z bepun and set aside with an easiness that might be described as "imuoral,™
| the writer found it notural to turn to the exalted human naturs of our
Iord Jesus Christ. If one does this, he begins to deteoct a de-emphasis
on the exalted Christ in the teaching, preaching end dewotionel literature

that has reached him. Unfortunately the setiing up of nationsl holidays
in the United States of fAmerica hss not been influenced Ly the Church's
historic year of grace and its feast and fast days to any great extent.
* Therefore even we ILutherans find it inconvenient to celebrate our Iord's

dscension, which alvays falls on a work day; whereas, we do find occasion

to accent the birth, passion, death and resurreciion of our ILord in the

cultus of our Church. This absence of the Feast of tho Ascension in the
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cultus of American churches is only a smaller mark of the de=-emphasis
of our Iord's exaltation. When one examines the literature and sermons
of Protestantism, there is a very marked absence of the exaltation of
Christ's human nature. Instead we see a constant pre-occupation with the
suffering and death of Jesus. At this point the writer might be asked
whether he intends to adwocate a theology of glory to replace the
theology of the eross which Protestantism seems to have. Here ILuther
himself shall speak to that question, It is necessary to quote his
evaluation of theologians of glory and his own theology:

Das haben vorzeiten die hoehesten Theologl gethan, das sie won der

monscheit Christl geflogen sind zu der Gottheit und sich allein an

dieselbige gehenget und gedachten, man mueste die llenscheit Christi

nicht kennen., 4ber man mus g0 steigen zu der Gottheit Christi und

daran sich halten, das man die menscheit Christi nicht verlasse und

sur Gotthelt Christi allein kome.2

This evaluation gives us ths prineiples for a solution of our problem.

%e now contend that wo must ascend to the human nature of Christ, in such a

vay as not to abandon the humanity of Christ which was in hamiliation. Ve
should know nothing of any human Christ sitting at the !uglrb Hand of God
and reigning, but Him who is declared to have suffered, been crucified,
dead and buried. Therefore in saying that we want to remove the de-
emphasis of ocur Iord's exaltation, we are not adwocating a theology of
glory in place of the theology of the cross. One of the fruits of the
writert!s investigation is that Iuther shows us how the exaltation must
always be soteriologically investigated, formulated and proclaimed. Yet

Zyartin Luther, "Die 12. Predigt am 11, tage Februar," D. Martin
Inthers t gam be, edited by J. K. Fe al.

(Weinar, 1853 £%.) 33, 155, 16(f. Hereafter cited as ¥A.
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the writer feels thut this exalbation is nol given ils due in %estorn
Frotestentisn and that even within our Church this exaltation fails to
roeceive Iio due in coue of our Ygracticael® work, Now wvhy sheuld this
desemplinois of the exalied Lord plague Protestantism and %o a much
lesser degree even cur Chnechiy COun the deecnphusis to Yraced to iuther?
e 4id reuct against Christ boiug seatad at the Right Hund of God as our

Judpe. lie did enphosize the Lord of the stall aud the crogs. Can Luther

be mesponsibvle for Protestention's dwelling on vur Lord of meiliation
in such 2 way as lo exclude tho Ioxd of exaltation:! This i3 the socond
cuesticn which led to the writorts investigation of the Doctrine of
Chrdotles exaltetion in Luther. 'Iha questicn has already teen anowored
negabivoly wy the ‘qm"t.a'i'.-ian i':?al wather iound auove.

The third cuestion has to & with the exaliéed lord in iHis reletion
W the cormunion of gaints. It secns to the writer that our exaited
Iord wos e nost vital snd personal reelity to the esrly Church., This
uight Lo attested by the liturgicel prayer, mapran atin, wiich concluded
the wrship sorvices of the carly Chmroh. The medleval Chureh gave
exyression ¢o hier continuous relationship with the exalted Iozd in the
croction of the liturgical emding to her collecls: "Fho liveth and
relinoth with Thee and the lioly Giost, ever oo lod, world wiihout end.”
In the Reformation period no one exprossed the Clarehls contimwovs
relationship with her Iord betier thun Luther. i{is doctrine and proclanation
concerning the {dnsdow of Chrdst recoives eusphasis thyougisut his writings.
4nd in 2ll these periods of the Church the living lord of the Church wma
plotured by tho ssinte not only in the state of bumiliation, tut also as
Ho i3 nowesexulteds The writer mow moans to 3mply that the scoenta of




&

Yestern Protostantion o not includo mn emphasia on the oxsited Iord uo
roigning now in oxalietion for the lLonefit of His saints., Thet thiz naoy
te true is showm perhops in Protestantion's unwillingmess in ber dovotional
art to picture the Iowd ss oxelteds It soens rather that only tho Lord
of mmiliation is ia cormunion vith the Chreh todny. 4and yeb there 13
something vague about this commmicn and .vsl;stinnahip. Ye often hoar
it expregsed as "going to the orons® or Fstanding at the eross." Ferhapa
this vagueness muy be a result of a deecuphasis of the Iord's exaltation.
Im1¢ it only the Iord of humsiliabion now exslted ﬁ:o iz living veality,
not the iord of humiliation? TYernor Ilori's contentlon thuot vo must
connect tho exolied Christ with the Hingdom of Christ, the dootrine of
the Church and the dootrine of the Sacrements seems to ie in order herce”
Sonzhow thon ve wwst malke the exuliation of Christ wore then a doetrine
0 vhiich Vestorn Frobtootentlon gives iis assenbs The exalbation of
Chrigi must be livin: doetrine that syoaks o tho hearts It musd have
gomething to do with faith for Fosiern Frotestantisn. Our thisd question
thon Loccmes, %How cid Luther proclainm and tesch tho exaliation of Ciwrist
o the Loards of hiz listenerai®

The following theais sesks to be o true sedling forih of ths doctrine
of Christ's exaliation in Luther's theology with refercpce to the abowe
intereats and acknouledging this background and motivation.

It is pecensexy idnclly to call the reader'a atiention to tho use of
the adjective Pexalted® in the pluwragses "our exalied ford,® or “our loxd
as exalited.® Throughout this paper "exalied" is used to zeofer to ocur

3ferner Elert, Luthertous (Muenchens G. He Beck'sche
Varhgshmhhmﬂlund, 1952; I, ﬂ?
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Iord's hman natuce as shering diving atiributes becouse of the perscnal
widon of iis two natures, bteceuse of the Incarnation, This is commonly
referred W no Tho genus maicstaticws in gystemetic termirelozy. Ouw
use of "exalied® has no reference to the "exaltod® of systouzatic
terninology, which spenks of the constant use of divins majesty according
to the hunan nature in the exaltation. Tho writer uses exaltation® in
the pwoper sense as &.atate of exaliation. This differentiating
vetueen Yexalted? and “exaltation® in this thesis will bo nade more

elear as we tread fivst of Christis Ferson ané then of His ork.




CHAFTER II 2
IUTHER'S INTEREST I THE EXALTED CHRIST

Intherts interest in the exalted Christ ariscs from his interest in
the Person of Christ, HNihil nisi Ghristus preedicendus.l Iuther's in-
terest in the Person of Christ was not an interest in the Person per se,
though. Iutler's interest vas Zor the Christus pro nobis, Christus pro
Zee Pxo mo must be undorstood vhen Luther says Nihil nisi Christus
progdicanduse. Inthor's interest wasz then the sirong concern of faith,
Christus pro me was the ansver to his fearful question towards God which
overcame all anxiety for the wrath of Cod. Since, howvever, the pro me
wes not Jjust the subjective crection of Iuther!s owmn heart, he could not
separate the Vork of Christ, as though this could stend elone; from the
concorn oy cueshion atoubt his Person.

This balenece in Imthor, vhich lays equal stress on the Ferson of
Christ and on His Voxrlk, is not artificial. There is an interrelation
betieen Tork ond Person which brings about this balance for Inther. 4nd
this interrclation is important here for characterizing and describing
Iutherts interest in the exalted Christ specifically. Y%e may perhaps
best approach Luther's connection of Christ!s Person and tork through a
comparison that Werner Elert draws between inselm and Inther,? Anselm
asked wihy there should have to be an incarnation of God in man. IHe

Ljertin Luther, "Predigten usber das 2. Buch liose," D. iartin Iuthers
Verke, kritische Gesamtauspabe, edited by J. K. F. Knaake et ale (Veimar,
1333 £5.) 16, 113, 7. Hereaiter cited as Wi.

2terner Elert, liorpholozis des Luthertums (Muenchens C. H, Beck'sche
Verlegstuchhandlung, 1952) I, 193.
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found the answer in the nccessity of the Atonoment. This means that inseln
has to.do with neeessity, cause, and the Cod who wills with determination.
Luther; on the other hand, asiked why the Atonement should hold good or
have reference for him. He found the answer in the Ferson of Christ, true
Goé and true man, a worthy sacrifice counting for all men. This interpre=
tation of Imther's question axpla:h;m his concern for Christ's Ferson. Hore
we have the rclation that binds the Vork of Christ to the Ferson of Christ.
Chriet's Ferson has become the foundational structure for what Iuther has
to say about the soteriological %ork of Christ. 4s everyome in comtroversy
seelln to establish firat his busis or foundation, so Luther fought with the
concern of faith tc defend the Person of Chrlst, true God and truc man.
Sinee this wes contested so much ky Luther's contemporaries, we £ind an
anazing prooccupation in Inther with the Ferson of Christ. DBecause thsae
controversics vere concernad with the presemce of the exalted Christ in
the Sacrenent, sc the verbel expressions of Luther's view of Christ's
Porson all developed from concorn for the exalted Christ. But there is
also the other relation that leads from the Tork of Christ tc the Persons
o bind the Person of Christ to the Work. The Person of Christ is bound
to the Vorly, for the Person is understood and emphasized soteriologically.
Yerner Zlert says the doctrine of Chrisit's Person has its starting point
in the Tork.> The Ferson of Ckrist becomes and is purely soteriological
Grace from an amazing Gode The Ferson of Chirist ia characterized and
impressed throughout with Christ's Work, The doctrine of Chrisi's Ferson
is all soteriologye Thus Iuther has o do finally not with Anseln's God

3 Ce Cite
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wo wills with determination, tut rather with an infinitely amaszing God
of Grace.

These two relations in Luther's balance on Christ's Person and Tork
characterize Luther's interest In the exalted Christ, too. We nay trace
tw concerns for him, both of which criticize and reject contemporary
emphases at Iather's time. On the one hand there is the concern to bring
all thoughts of exaltation and glory into God's revelation, Christ. ZFor
this reason he condeums those who lot thelr thoughts flutter toward amd

&

through heaven,~ O©On the othor hand there is the concern to establish the

FPerson of Christ only soteriologieally. In this conneetion he constantly
deplores those vho wulé make Christ a tyrant, set to judge us all with
wrath at his reappoaring.

Thereiore we Imew Christ only as an angry judge, whose anger we had
to reconcile with our pzood woris and holy life and vhose groce weo
hed to obtain through the merit and intercession of the dear saints,
That ig a shomeful lie that not only deecsives poor consciences
niserably tut also profenes God's grace to the extreme, denies
Christ's death, reswrrection, cscension into heaven, etc., together
with all His inexpressible blessings, blasphemes and damns His holy
Goupel, destroys faith, and sets up in its place nothing but horror,
lies, and error.s

Therefore Luther has an overshielring interest in Chrdist's Ferson
because the Forson of Christ is the fourndation of Christ's Tork, Iather
is gpecifically interested in the exalted Christ, for it was in the state
of exaltation that Christ's Ferson was fully developed into docirine and
proclanation for Iuther. This is due to Imther's historical situation and

4744, "Das XIV. und XV. Kapitel S. Johamnis," 45, 549, 9£f.

Sjiertin Luther, "Pselm 23," Lutherts Vorks: The American Edition
edited by Jaroslav Felikan (St. Iouiss Concordia Publishing House, 1956)
12, 156, Hereafter cited as 4E.



its influences upon him end kis theclogy. Mt Siswni all the contreveraiea
end in all his writing, Iuther's interesi S fie emisad Choist alwys

remains soteriological. The exslied Cirist Ze siemn Zim Dirist of Lutbecle
faith, vho vms in immiliation, Chriatuc pzo ms.




CHAPTER 11X

Ch:

o

ISTE BRALTED UG HaTUle-COlTNICATIO IDIOKATUL

48 ve have seen, Inther's intorest in the Feraon of Christ is reslly
4 ecneernt Zor Christ's Persom as the foundelion of Chriot's soterivlopical
wri. For this reason the Christological protdez is pafsed for imtheor
already with tho virth of Christs® In omder that Christ end His Tozk
maght covnt for pen, Christ must te frue wans In order that Chmist eng
His ork might cound for all zon ond not juat Chriat, Christ must e
true Gods This periect unicn of two patures in ope person is accomplished,
gccomiing to lnther, already ob he conception and tirth of Christ.
Ivther »ejolcen that the child wiw licg in the crib is et the game time
muling the world.s For iuther this io the indeserilebly greet miracle.”
It ip the mystory poasing sll myatorics. Two different entitles, the
Creator and creaiuve, which arve o9 Lur aspart as mothing and somothing, or
overything ave tmimd."’

Thia ingarnation of God in man was for Luther a perfect, Linished
union of the divine and uman in one Ferson. The divine wus in tho Person
of Christ. "In Chriot Hie is conmumate Grace, Life, Salvation, Redemption.®”

Lrernor Eleort, I . aio dog Luthertums (luonchens C. ii. Declklache
Yerlagsbuchhiamdlung, 1952), I, 197.

2iartin Lathor, Wpiatol ws Choistiag, Helre, le 1el2," D, iortin
) Ziovis, iritische Gessmtauagabe, ecited Uy J. K. Fe inesks SC als
(‘-.’-"ﬂimu" lB.‘r',“ff.), lﬂ. I’ 1’ m. Horoafter cited as E.

3gestin Iuther, “Sermons on the Gospel of Ste John,® Inthemia Nopigs
Zdition, edited Ly Jaroslav Fellian (St. Ioudss Concorais

%ﬂm !bﬁse, 1956), ¥X1I, 106. Horeafter cited as &E.

4_@, fSemons on Ste John,® IKIX, 36l
SiE, “Psalm 90, XIII, 137.
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This statement showa Luthert!s view that God is in the Person of Christ.
It also shows that Chris® was a trus man capable of being lmowvm and
gra‘aped. Inthor never tires of stressing the humanity of Christ., "Wie
tiefor wir Christus bringen ins Fleisch, je besser ist es."® With such
2 union in the Person of Christ Iuther can say, "The infant Christ . . .
ereated heaven and earth," or "The Son of God is orucified and dies."’
Whatever is said of one nature, can bs said of Christ as Person, too.
In other wrds it cen be said of the other nature when considered in
Christ. Iuther cells this commnicatig idiomatum, and he is fond of
stresaing this as he says the Fathers have.® This communicatio idiomatum
is £inally the foundational statement for luther's doctrine of Christ!s
Person. This comuunicatio idiomatwy must be upheld and defended in order
that there be a foumdational structure for Christ's soteriological
Vork, ILuther is conscious of his setting commmicatio idiomatum as the
foundation for his doctrine., He says that the disputés over the
commmicatio idiomatum are robbing him and Christians of their joy over
salvation.’

Since this thesis is concerned with the doctrine of Christ's
exaltation, we need show mo concern for the problems which commmicatio
-1diomatum raise for the divine nature. How God, Who may not suffer or

6ws, "Evangelium in der Christmess. Iuke 2, 114," 10, I, 1, 68,
T4E, "Sermons on St. Johm," XXII, 352. :

%Ioc. oit.

Martin Inther, Dr. Martin Luthers Schriften, edited by

Dr. Joh, Georg Walch (St. Iouis: Concordia Publi House, 1390),
VI, 2231, .
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die, in in Christ, Who suifered ond dded, is a problem that is not
directly concerned with this investipstion. The problens which
comrmunicubio idionatum raise for tho human nature are involved with this
setling forth of Imth-ris dectrine of the exalistion of Christ.

Before considering tho comamicatio of the divine jdismate to the
" humen Christ, wo aro involwved in the guestion of when did this ceccurs
If this perfect union takes place at the time of Christ'!s conception,

& AT Christ according to liis luman nature alvways hus Cod's atiritutoges
omnlpresence, eternalness, wlsdonm énd love-=how czn Christ be in mmiliation
or then lutor in exeliation? Iather is very clear with regard to theze
problens, The union takes plece in the Blessed Yirgin lary at the instant
of the amlb'm conception of our Iords "In the fullness of vims He
us'n.r.ec His humenity fvom the Virgin L'ze.t'y."m dnd thiz humanity, though
on the one hand suffering and dying, always had and has divine atiributoses
belns evorywihero ond nowhere, and roisning over all things. Luther sayas

I or aber oin solch mensch ist, dor uber natuoriiel it Gott ein
person igt, uwnd aussor dicsen menschen hein Gott ist, s0 mua folgen,
des er such nach dor dritien ubernatuerlichen weisc sey und sein
muege ellentbalben, w Goti ist, und sllea durch wnd durch wol
Christus sey cush nach der menscheit .l
Christ's hmwenity shozes divine atiritutes, therefore, bocause of ils
union with divinity in Christ's Peraon. I this union io effccted at the

tine of our Ioxd's sinless concoption, then our lord is alweys an gxalted
man with regexd to His Yerson. Luther can ssy thut Christ began to be

God vith roference to His :immatm.m This is 100 moant ‘o dayy the

0%, "Sermons on St. Johm,® IXII, 323.
11, "Vom abondnel Christd, Dekenntnis,® 26, 332, 13rf.
12a;, vSpistol an Christtege Hebws 1, le12,% 10, I, 1, 30%.
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human raturo of our lords Iathor says at the sgane time that God begen .
to be nan.l? The humen naturo roaains, b because of union with the
divine in Christ's Ferson, il always has divine atiributes beside its
hunen abtriivtoss ind 1t has theso from the moment of ths union, so
that Christ is alwys an exalted nmean at the semo time that he ig
truly huwnene: Thore is the question whelhsr owr Iovd's human naturse can
even ba in a resl humiliction.  Luther gaid that Clhrist should be
yorirayed sc a divine ruler aelrsady at hia birth. Goverament iz vion
the shoulder of liexy's childe® ¥o arc mot concerncd with the reslity
of the hmmiliatlon heve, howevere We wish only to conclude that an
exaltution oh Christ's human nature is pot possibls if! we consider only
Chrish's igraon, Iuther proclained Christ as exalicd in his huasn pabure
even in usiliction tlwoughout his writings. Thers can only be a
doctrine of mmiliation and one of exaltatlon with reference to Christ
and Iils soprke That s why wo have often used the vast paxrticiple,
exalted," in this thesis vhen referring to Christ. With regard to the
Ferson of Christ slone, there has nover been any human Christ, Vho hes
mot had an exalied hmsn nature. Christ's humanity has alweys shared
diving attributen.

This naintaining of the gommniostio idionatun seens to inwolve us
in contradiction. . How. can Christ e 2n onc place as a hman, and yot be
simultsnocusly everywherc o 4 humen? This g whet Iuther and his

sommumicetio idiomatum seems to uaintaine Inther ssys, %o du kanst

Lioc. cit.

Mﬂ, spPredigt an ersten Welhnachisleliortaz, nesclmiitags,?
34y II, 511, 20£F.
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sagens ldo 12t Cobti, dn wpote cuoh sagen: co dsgh Chriatus der penpeh
much e, You iuther will maintesn that Chrdat do truly inmon end
only is ono plucee Howro it shiould Do noted that wo wro dealing with
etirdiintes of bunon locsl presenco and divine ommlpresancc. The aphore
0i sypatlel dinennion 38 used s oxample heve becuuzo iV wus the sphore
wicatio dddonotun wiich hod o be deall with so

oxbenslvely in lnthow'e contioversies wvith the Jacrnssnloricng. Jcotually

or aopeot of the gomus:

L g e Scovenentorlans who found thds pooitlon of Lulnsr'o hopslesaly
ount razz'icfary. They cexme to this viow bocause (ivine onnipreience win
sonathing local for them. Thay calt Christ as husan couldntt Ue gle
s.ultam..u.,w locul o then alse Iocally ovarywiorcs Luthor novor saw
ihin imiculcaf sither/ore &or hin Cheist as hunen was presant locally,
and 'e.i1uz fo wau present outaide, sbove and ba;wné spatiel teomsinolosy

o m«r ive Ume could sny Godls mode ol rosenns was g0 dliferent for
(Bt of the crosture, that 3t otopped bizg entierational to
z,nam-.s{m toth zodes of procenes ab onoce Un Vho divino fode of prosonza,

whioh/Chirigt us nman shavos, Inther says, "ist such Cott eolto nicht,
16
&

his, i’:o.a»
}

w e:-i auch loly, or ooy on allsn ondon odder an oblichen onden.
dpocificelly with rogord to Christ’ o uman patuvre: “Denn du must dis
OGO Chriati, so or mit Gotb oino rorson int, gor woil, woll auarer den

fresturn seison, so well als Coti draussen fat, widderusb g0 tlelf und
nah yun all Crestur sctzen, ale Cobt doympen Zot.td7 |

19-5, wibondnal Christd,® 28, 432, 3k
Lopa, wabomcizal Churdntd,® 26, 313, 20.
Tos, vabendosl Chrdotd," 26, 396, 15
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Thus atherts gommmicatio idiomatum is a profound union of two

radically different idiomaiume. In stressing this union Luther coined
nany oxiginal expressions. Soue would wish to make his whole doctrins
somothing new, wideh did not understand the Seriptures in the saue wy
as the early and medioval Chvrch dide Oo Erich Ssoberg saya, *Orthodos:
war Luther nicht."” Terner Elert has perhags best enalysed Iuthar's
uewmess with regerd o the gomuuniostic idlomatum. lle regards thig new
elasent iIn luther 2o a contribution rather than something unorthodox.
For him it is wholly within the the basie Spirtural statements ond the
dofinitions of the historic Church. He says it comes from Luther!s
concern W upreserve the chenogs of the Ferson of :chr:i.at through every
doubl or can':.mvamy.lg Luther's concern included an intereat in the

puychological oncness of the historiczl porsonality, Jesus Christ, This

* interast has bocono one of the domivant interests of the modern Church,

though in enother foxm than Luthers, Moderns wish to trace Jesus!
liogsignie consciousness, For Luther the interest in the historical
personality was not free from his aotoriological need for Godl's Son
m.'m';tate in nena

:iHa is omo Porson. He is mot two Christs,®™ "algo das aller

ger:al*:'t. goll alain Christo nach dor memscheit geben mrden."zl Thege are
Inthopts central affiraations regarding the exalted mmen nalure of ocur

L
¥

18pich Seabors, fagcan Selogts n Lwen Grusduianes (stuttgarts
Verlag Wy Kohlhamwer, 1937), Pe G3e

193-:;-91'1’: gpe Site, I, 0s
D, "Sormions on St. Johmy® XXIT, 326.
ﬂ:ﬂ, ®iuslegung des M09 Feelns. 1513," 1, 691, 13,

T H’IJ



13
lord, Though thoy etross the ononess of the Person of Chriat, they still
meinteln that only humanity can reselve ead lay aside exaltabions Thoy
also 1imit Christ's humiliation to His Tori and excludo in cne sense the

humiliotion of Christ's exaltecd husen nature, "Divinity and husmonity ave

now one cgsence snd one Fezson in Ghrists"™? Thoreforo we will turn to
thais convimously exelted bunan nature mow fo notice the arens of
exulintion which are Jdoveloped in iuthore vhich are the aveas vhich he
expressly delfdnest? Ve shall notlee that the histopical controversies
of Lutherlsc timo pluyed a large part in determining which arcas of the
exalietion vore developod.

Tho Llrst aroa or aspoet of the gonmumieatio idiomgium wiich gives
divine ctiritutes tu the man nature is that of pogere The ewalted
huen natare io camipresent, it ehaves eternalness, it shares cmniseience,

The Imman nature shaves ilo divine mode of progsoneg which occurs
even outaide of guace, Luthor cummot descrite this except in spatial
Cimenajons, ile cunlifies his spetial deserdption therefore in the
following uanner,

Hichts ist so ideln, Cott st moch kleiner, liichits ist so gros,

Gott it moeh groesser, lichia ist oo immris, Cott ist noch

imertsor, filchts ist so lang, Cott iot noch longor, Hichis iat so

wweit, Gott ist noeh iweilor, iichts ist go schmal. Coit ist noch
scimeler und oo fort en.ed d

This deseription of the divino yresence wos givon in iutherts "Wom
ebondunl Chrictis Sokennthis.™ It wes only given in owder to oxplain

the divine mode of presence uwinich Christ's exalioed lamen naturse shores.

28, *3cwmouns on Ste Join,® IXII, 36.
B, “ivendnal Cheisti,® 26, 33, il

v ARy
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Hor does this apply to tho hImn nature only after the resurrection,
"He also ascended into heaven, but He vas also in heaven bafors His
a.at:ei:n-::i.c.an.“24

The humen nature shares the divine mode of gternal existence which
occurs even outgide of time. "This Infamb, born of Mary and suckled hy
her or lying in hsr lap, created heaven and earth,"?? nThe Son,
begotten by the Father befors the begimning of the world, 1ies in tho lap
of Iother Hary.®®® Elert helps in approaching this paradox by referring
to Christ'a entire soteriologicel work as "sin geitloser Akt" according
to the divine nature end gialted human nature.>! It was Zeltspame fox
the hmman nature snd considered as gimple lmmsn nature having human
attributes, The human nature as exalted does share the divins mode of
existehce, then. Perhaps we might call it being ;wr, through and in
time,

The mman nature shares the divine mode of gmniscience which occurs
even outeide uf created thought. Luther sttests this cmnisclence of the
Pergon of Christ in his state of mmilistion,?® Yet he would not wish
to deseribe God's omniscience as kmowing only finite forms of thought.
Gos's omniscience must be qualitatively differemt so that one may say with

2%E. "Sermons on St. John," XXII, 325

25_@, "Sermons on St. Johm," XXII, 362.

26&, "Sermons on St. Johm," XXII, 323.

?TElert, gp. git., I, 210.
28.&, "Sermons on Ste John," XXII, 135.



20

Elert: %Gowiss ist das "iseen des lionschon klein . . » dAbore=tGott ist
noch kleiner, ! ed

The £irst area of aspset of the comamicatio idiomatum wes never
moant Uo be the chief ome, In Luther the aspect of yowar was developsd
in comniection with cmniprescnee, bacause of the econtroversies over the
Real Fresence of the exelted Christ in the Sacramemt, Yet this never
bocane the chlef erss off the commmicatio idicmatum for Iather as it did
for scue of his cucccssors. For Luthsr the chiof aroa of the commmicatio
iddomatim wos thet of divine soteriological graca. It was the area of
Jove. The exalted human neturs shares the divine attribute of infinite
love o save and redeem. ILuther naeinteined that the human Christ shared
God's Infinite mercy, love, and His will to be gracious. Iuther never
Pt this in such syatomatic Teorms as he did the comzamication of divine
usy o the hmen nature, Hevertheless, his sormons are doainated iy
this second commmication of divine love.

Es soy also hosohlogsen, Das in Jhesu Christo, des ewigen Vaters

und der Jungfrawen Hexden Son, warem Goth und Nechochen alle Fuelle

wnen 50l, fr sol eés gantzs wnd gar sein; On und ausger in sol nlchis

uberall gein, In im sol man suechon Goll und slles, was Coii hai,

Cnade, formhertsigkeit, Friede, heiligen Geisi, Vergebung der Suende,

Trost, Frewle, ewige Geveehtisteit, Leben und Selipgkedt,
This divino lowe, ahared also by the bhuman ﬁature, is, ascconding o sune,
the gtarting point of lutherts Christology. It is shown again: "o 45
our Izothor. For us men and for our salvation lio came dowm fronm hoavens

becane incarnabe and disd for our oing.?3) Thin is inwolved with the

253ert, op. cite, I, 217
304, SVon der lengchedt Christi und sednenm Lupt," 45, 317, 35ff.
34y, "soymona on Ste Jolm," ¥KII, 2. '
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human nature's sharing divine eternalness, It is most likely reaponsible
for Luther!s having sald so much on this aspect. For Inther the human
Christ shares in a transehuman initiative to effect the Incarnationm.
The amazing love that saves us comes to us also rrom one of our fellows,

from a true man, For this reason Luther could mot tolerate any doctrine
of our Iord's Wmmanity which regarded it as trifling or contemptuous.>2
Inther also interpreted Christ!s title, Son of Man, as referring to ;
Christ?!s mman nature. In all his many references to the Son of lMan ;

l

descendinz for our salvation in the Incarnation, Luther is emphasizing A
the lmen Christ's transelman initiative to effect our salvation.>> |
Luther regarded "die Recke Gottes" as God's grace and power working for
our good. This is only ours in the man, Christ.> It is always true |
also of the human nature, "Christ is pothing Wt i:lfe, Jjoy, grace and
peace 22

In this chapter our concern has been with the Person of Christ. In
thls connection we talked of Christt's human nature. This
terminology mean;precisely that Christ's human nature has always shared
dlvine attributes because of the Incarnation., This was maintained on the
one hand, while it wes also said that Christ's human nature should be
viewed as wnexalted., The human nature 1s a true human nature having proper
human attributes. In this sense it is unexalted.

32ua, WDas llarburger Gespraech und die Marburger Artikel. 1529,"
30, III, 132, 23ff.

33.@, "Sermons on St. John," XXIT, 323,
34wa, “In festo Purificstionis Mariee," 4, 637.
3248, "Paalm 45," XII, 264.
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To naintain this, that the human nature hes ite omn ebiziluiaes and
then also those of the divino nature, sesma to be a hopoloss contradiction,
It necessilates en imcarnation withidn the fissh of the Bleszcd Virgin,
end seemingly o aimulbancous assuning of the nmen nature by ths Son of
Cod vp in heaven, From this dual aspect of the ons imcarnation we
cammot frec owrselves. Ve con only be heljped to sums extent by Iutlerte
viow of Cod and heaven as absolutely indefincable. The divine nature of
our Lord may be graspod In the Person of Christ, but we shall never ba
abls to defline 1és abiributes by ils crostursse-spese, tize, or imowledge.
That these divine atiribites are shored Ly the uton pature must be
maintoined sccording to ILmthsr oven though this is & mystory. Iis
coneorn for puch a thorough incarnation is tie concern of falith that
- wenhs to groap gna Cheiste Therefore Luther ptresaed the Incamation as
the only foundational structure which can mcke Christls Tork eflective
sotericlony. Ths Incarnation is the effsstive fovndetion of soteriology.
48 we oiten streos 2 foundation as though it were sll that we bhad to
hold, so Iather gould stross the Incarnation in the soue wmay., SBelieving
on the birth of Christ {(true God snd true man) was “der recht gnadenreych.
glu:vb."a" *  luther cen pake equally enphetic statemonts about Christls
York, though, for it is the resl soteriology. In the nexbt chapier w
vill have t0 do with this York of Christ,

364, *Evengeliwn in der Christmess,® 10, I, 1, 71, 6.
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CHAPTER IV
FROM HUMILIATION TO EXALTATION

Luther asked why the Vork of Christ should count for him., This led
us %o his concern from Christ's Person. Now Christ's Person leads us
back to His Work, for the Person cannot be understood otherwise, Thus
we end at Christls VWork where we bagan. Luther confesses, "I bellieve in
the Son who mas given into death for me,*: Here it is clear that Luther
can only deseribe the hmman nature in terma of workee'who was given into
death for me,'

Therefore we turn to Christ's Work., Here we find humiliation and
exaltation. IiL is the task of this paper to deseribe these, as Luther
did, espacially the exaltation. If "exalted" in the last chapter meant
sharing divine attributes, what does "exaliation® mean vhen it is used
with regard to Christ!s Work? Vhat does it mean that Christ was exalted
and is in exaltation after H‘la huniliation?

The mmiliation will be set forth first, that we may see what sort
of exaltation, if any, follows the humiliation. In this connecticn we
might consider the second chapter of Philippians, which was a problematic
Fassage of Scripture for Luther. The ekenogen of verse seven troubled
Luther, for it seemed to say that the humiliation was a change in Christ,
Bpec:i.ficnl]y with regard to His human nature, as though He no longer

shared divine attributes. Because of this Luther said that the Philippians

Litartin Luther, "Sermons on the Gospsl of St. Johm," Inther!s Forks:

%M&E edited by Jaroslav Pelikan (St. Iouis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1956), XiII, 368. Hereafter cited as AE.
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passaze wms a dark saying.>  Nevertheless, he intorproted it ond said

thet it vedercod to Chreist's nob disdaining to lator, sulfer and die for
us,? I thi: mentioning of Christlo Work wa soe how Luthor regerda the
mmilintion under Tork end mot FPerson. To elarify this we could say tust

& hunan sciion in itseld is not hunilisting to the Deity, for the creation
is goods luthor says iliat the eternal God suckled on liary's ‘.:r.-aaats-!’

This is wo humiliation for there is no hmilistion in the ibcarnation or
the goprunicatio jdiomntum For the eternal Son. Inther taught cone
descension, but not muniliation with rogard to the incarnation. THe
condescends o assume ny Slesh and blood"” fThis human existence in
itoell, consideved us Ged's creation, is capable of humiliation rathex

than being humilietion, This iumilietion which mey amd Liss come over =an
is gubjection to tho Law end its curse, %o the Devil, death cnd hell,
Subjection % all of these wea Christ's umiliation. With regexd to the
lau Luther swys, that the Law hes to & ouly with simmerse Iut Clwiab

is no sivnor. He is verily the lord of the law Locause lHe is witiout

ay i Neverthoeless, Christ subjoots ilingelf buth to the Law and ita
curses’! So Chrdst subjected Hizself to the Jeville assaults of temptation..

. Zortin Iuther, "4m III Chvistiage, Epistel Heiracer am 1, 1.12,°
Dzs Marbin Luthors scemnbliche Yorie (frlangen, 13268%.), VIL, 19Ge
Hereafter cited as Bi. ’

354, "Predigt von dem Hlindgetornenm, Joh. 9,% IVIIX, 159.
"’“_.:‘ﬁ, "Sermons on Ste Johmy® XAIT, 323.

945, "Sernons on St. Jolw, * XXII, 102,

em, "fredigt an neuen Jahrstag,” I, 310.

75, "im Sormtege nech dem Christtage,® VII, 271.
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"He [Christ] no doubb endured from His very youth, espeeially in the
nightetine, nony assaults of teuptation from the devile~terrors driving
almost to dessalr, so that His 1ifo was on tho brink of hell.f® with _
regard to Chriat'a subjection to death and hell Luther is most specific.
This suffering unto denth is the heurt of hﬁ teaching end faith, He does
n-ot regard it as ci:l.eﬁar vhysical but mthér & relation with Cod., This
relotionohipy is that Christ s fﬁmat:an of Cod. "He underwent such nesd
and anguish ithat He sweat blood and felt nothing so much as that lie was
foraaken of C-eu.“" Laxthon .says, "d.’l.l cﬂant:!on bahavas as t.lmugh it were
sgainot Hiz. He hangs Lu tha uﬂr und ia auapandeﬂ on h:u: end has novhere
on earih %o ploce His foot, thore is mo ome to mmpaﬂ:ine with Hin or
confort Him. ' igain, "It da true that ho was cursed by the Lord;
brc..ma the Lether made him a. curae ror us ...nd he tzruly dled on aeccount
of ginttl i1 thds beoomos lutherts chief euphasis, What he has doro
end suffered is on our behelf. 212 . 7hig is God's Roveletion. %For the
Gro..a:: of Christ runs throx.,,,n t!w 'ahole Scr:l.ptm:e."la "_'ggg_g_."a_. }:herei‘ora,

the 1.~a...sion and cross m. clu-iat is awr:mlwm depleted, so that we can
vez-;,r woll gay with St. Faul, '?ﬁe will know nothing sawve Chiist and hinm

5_'_4}, UFaasiongpredigien: swedte Fredigi," III, 48. .
%45, "rsaln 8, XIT, 127.
Waz, wpgeln 8,% I, 129,
Yyartin mther, "Foalas 65," Dy Miartin Zorke, keitdoche
Gopgomboug-abe, edited Wy J. K, F. Hooake gt g_. Welnar, 1333 If.),
3, %."23. Horcaltor cited as Hi.

122, "realmus 12,* 3, 63, l.

1324, "Poalma 335,% 3, 211, 16e
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orucifisd.t "4 fho erusified, God Jorsaken Christ, is the Wumillated
Christ. - This is the mmiliation., ; |
mm.u.ia.uun in as cri‘_uad mi.ut-ner as ho:'mu f_o:f-a_.:-.._!:en_ o ::_ﬂd- Ve
ean make "uni., wore specific. It is the absonce of Godls active lovs,
sincsa Lh t is luthor's emphasis. -fe e &ea.].:uq: with "a.ative" Iove in
'E'-hi.'-] de ription ‘.mc.mse 1.Le‘ e hag alao been a divine passiva Iove
o;:e.-mt.me in (.hmst'a o;‘zer’mg of Hinself, Active love, or rothor its
*wmm., is the most profound noscription of hun..li\.t:l.on Lor Zuﬁhn".
fm es suw ial de sex irtion of hunilistlon would inwolve cursing ami wrath,
du\ril and tho agonieas of hel:.. dut tha chisi‘ deseription in mt.hsr is
tlz:; absence of Godls mtive Iove. Thercfore exaliaiion would be the ’
bresence of Godlg sclive love. This presence would also te a sharing of
selive Iove and an exereilsing of this Iovase Iunther himsclf does not give
us this anslysis, Wub he is precccupled with Cod's ective Iove. ®I
don't want to heer o know anything elaoe about God than tast He loves
1oo W2

Christ'a reception of this astive love cen only cccur accomding to
ils humen natuves %o say furiher thet 1t can only oecur accordéing to hia
hmsn noture wvhen wo cousider his hnmian peture with proper homan attributes
end no divine atiributess The rest of this chapter will deal wiih such
& view of Christe ©s ghall consider hin as lmman having human atirilutes.
Viewinz Christ as divine in exaliation or &3 human with divine attributes
will bo the tosk of tho next chaptore

Christds wecepbion of God's active Iove after the lmmiliation

1545, ¥Sermons on the Gospel of St, John,® IXII, 363.
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Bccor&irq-_-: to bis mman nsture roceives no emphasis in Lutbor, Thia 1o
to o cxpectod for Lubther leught that the Inman nature of Christ ghould
have gone 4o heaven without having ¢o suffor or éic. Instoad Inther
deals with Christts roception of jower secording to hlis humen nature.
This proves for luther that Chrdst as hwisn is in union with the Divins,
This proves tho Incernation and the comsuniecatio Sdiomatum.

Since this fan Cheist, vio was forsaken or God for a little time,

i-: to be made Ioxd over Godls workseehoaven, ansels, sun, moon,

. _,';“:" y :ef, a....v.-, witor and overything that is in %m, on earth,

anl in (e mlor-e~it follovws that Ho ls truec Cod.
The same thought is freoguently reitex ated by lather, especially in his
exogesis of the Poalus. He réfers to it 5o often because of his text,
tut his cophosis io more conditioned by hds cuncern for ihe Fersen of
Clhriste This thoslogical conclusion brings us buck to Christis Ferson
thene This thought is not an integral part of our discussivn of Christls
orke It ic o motoworihly emphasis in Iathor for Christ's Yerson, though.
The intercst of this writor wag to £ind this in Iather. and it Gy ears
froouently >/ '

in connoeilon with toiz roturn to Christ's Forson, wo sant o show
that Iuther used the exsitation to atress Christ's truo hunanity. e
could sey that Cheist had not beon seated at the right hend of God Lefore
the exeltation. Cr: "Sulddenly iHe 1s exelted atove all measure, so as o
be scated at orce at the right hand of majesiy, in cxder 0 ait and mile

where God ig,533

sz, "Poalnm 8,0 A1T, 131

1’@, Ugpsalm 2,0 ZIT, 61; "Poalm 8,% XII, 101, 134; “Serwcas on
St. Joln,® XXII, 321.

Wz npgain 110, XIIT, 233
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Fhis use of the exeltation as & doctrine referring to Chriatts
Ferson is important in Luthor. Ye should remembor that, for Iuthor,
Christ's rerson was that which makes tho sacrifice of Christ an
acceptable ons, Christ's Ferasn is vhat makea tho scerifico count for
use. If we con oguate the Person of Christ with what we sos in the
resurrection, then the resurreciion has become o doctrine proclaining
the ocecptabilily of the peorifice and its efficucy for us. Iuthor
often uses ihim ayproach..? Te should note, though, thet this ia
placing the resurrection avd exsliotion under the Person. If humiliation
is W bo considered as Christts Work, then tho exalietlon is to be
considered fori, tove Yhich is this work in the stbele of exaltation?
To enswer i{his question will be the task of the rext chapters

1‘1"1‘:..-'., "Sorwon ueber dus Evangelium on vierion Sonntage nach Ostorn,®

xIiL, 107,




CHAFTER V
CHRIRT IN TP STALS UF EXaDTATION

In ihe lust chepter uniliation wis defined in terms of being
foracken by Code ‘This was oguated with "absence of the cetive love of
God.* In the siale of exuliution we wuld expect the presence of the
actlive love of (od, them. This abould not be thought of as only reception
of the sctive love of (o, g0 that Christ is no longer forseien. Whea
Christ' s Jorsekennoss is over aud ilo receives tio active love of God,

o is immediatoly invelved in ewereioing this sctive love of God. So

the exaltobion ia tihe presonce of divine love in Christ, oxercised for

Use This active love in Christ which Lo receivos end incedietely cwercises
Loy Lo desoribed more conersbely im Christis accomplishmento for use lo
triwphs over hell for use Ho mekes deanth a shame for ug, lls conquers the
devil for us, He ascends or goes to tle Fether for us, He roigns with the
Father for us. 4 poard of Christls vork of sctive love which is wholely
future is His conswmation of glil things for us and His imparting of
etoreal life and sslvation in the fullest sonse. luther says:

Christ 4uforstehung und Sieg widor Sucnde, Tod und Hoelle ist

groesser denn lilmiel uvnd Erden; du Zanngt soins 4ifforstehung wnd

Siep so pross nicht machon, aie st noch viel grocssor. Denn weil

seinc Pergon grogs, ovip, unendlich und untegreiflich, so ist saine

duferstoinmng, Siog vnd Triuwsph aueh gross, owls, uncndlich und
wbegreiflich.l

Hore wo have the oft disputed and discusged, Christus Vietor, In
discusoions of the Christus Victor, howover, He is aloo placed in the

Liartin Inther, “Frodigt vebor Harki 14, 150,% D. jiartin Inthexs
@, ‘ﬂ% edited Yy J. L. ¥, Hnoake ot al.
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vork of humiliation, Tie controversy has r»a;eG ovor the Christus Vietor
@ though this jrosentation wers another iropog of the Gospel., Some wish
%o roplacs the Christus Victin and say that the Christus Victor ia the
chief fmopos. This thesis does not lead to such a yroblem. Instead it
wuld guestion the sesing of Christus Vietln and Chriastus Victor follows
the Chaistus Vietim; just as the work of exaltation follows the work of
hmiliation.

Such a sugpestior has fer<reachinz ofTects, It would mean.thot
Luthor meont o bo understood literally.

Eu m.,,sso also pluasben, dess er auferstonden gel wa Coln ;.willnn und

nieht wn gein gelbet willen in die Thre gasotsty sondorn dasa er

dir wnd /iilen, @0 de un ihh glaubten, helfe, und dass durci: geine

ivforstohund Susnde, Tod wnd Boclle ubervanden sei.?

Thia would sean that tho Resurrectisn is not just a decleration |
that Chedstls vork in accomplished. lutler does nol seem to teach this, |
The Recurrection ia suea.a an ective overconing of all that Iz had

‘sui'f'ercﬂ.

ues.salo _st Chrigti dor Siog ucber des Geselzs, uweber dio Suends,
uebor unser Fleisch, Telt, Teufel, Tod, lioelle, und alles Uobeled

These statemsnis in luther are tov frequent to igmore. o can only sugszest
thut Christ's soteriological "ork is fivat as Victinm and them as Vietor,
tut that it includes both, Luther saysj

Die Sunde fisl yim suff den hals, glezlch ala wilt gic yhn ersouffen.

(Chaistus v:lctiznj. sie verlor abor an yum, das er sie verschlungen
hat Cheistus Vietor. &

25£a, "Won den drei -smﬂﬂm.“ 45, 115£€,

Jgartén Iuther,"Das orste Capitel 4. Galatertriofs,® Dr. k

W Schiriften, edited by Dr. Joh, Georz Talch (St. Loudss
Publishing fouse, 1990), I, 39, ¢, lHereafter cited as 3tLe

4‘"@, gorpon @ Hinselfehrbatoge, 12, 505, 200,
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After Chriat is »isen and the victory ia accomplished, we say: "deyn
herr Chriatus st oyn herr ubir todt, teuffel, sunés "’ This Gusl aspect
of the sotericlogical wor:z is further tained in such statezentas

S0 aber Cirlotus grossser iot demn lilmmel und frden, groesser denn
idmmel wnd Exden, procsser den Suende, Tod und Teufel, so musg aush

dlloa achr gross sein, wes or Joidet und tut. Gross muss sein 6
Jedden sein, moos muss eveh .sein seine jufersteluns von don Todben,®

Dags er m: gbtirbet wnd wou todt wider gﬁgg;g. tohtet, geachickt s
lauter lisb gogen el

Hach der Historio muessen wir wissen und glaeuban, dass Chrisius
eine hohe treffliche Ferson gel, wmhrhaftiger Cott wmd Hensch, und
dess sein Ieiden und 3terben gross umd hoch, und geine Auferstchunz
won den Tod heolich und sio s0l.”
inther beeonos oven more cpecifics :
I goynee leydon nacht er wmszer sundé bokant und erwrset sie.:“9
Exmprgen should bo Shouglt of passively as sccomplished just by dying.
Christ bore sin uron himsolf and It died with Him in His death. Iuther
contirien: Wibor durch seynm mn‘ferstl_ahn wacht or wnss lierscht und loss

von allen sunden®¥ iaght necessitates thinking of Chrisi's woi in the

feourrection as active. This geoms o be the Christus Vietor.
Instead of twc dramatic iﬁas&nt-;tiaam of Christ's Tork, then, thera
is onos Tho conclusion is not meant to exclude thwse imsights vhich

4L, "Serson an Hinnolfshrtetegy? 12, 563, 12,

6_‘:33, Urredigt usber Mevki 16, 15£," 37, 77, 27ii.

?‘?&, iEine Haouspredigt von den artikeln des Glaubens,® 45, 19, 9f£f.
®ua, "Predigt ueber larki 16, 158.," 37, 77, 1588,

4 Mz_g,%“ﬁm Sermon von der Dotrachtung des heiligen Leidens Christi,"
» [ ] L . »

235, "Zin Sermon von der Betrachtung dos heiligen Leidens Christi,®
2. .Ueﬁ, 256
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wuld load us to soo the Vietor in the state of humiliaticn or the
Vietim 2n the stateo of exaultation. Rathor it wishes to desoribs such
dngizhis as cualifications of the Lesic dramatic yresentaiion, Victine
Victor. It secrs doubbful that the ingights mentioned above weuld
validate o continuous Chrintus Vietin trovog or a eontm Christus
Victor tropog. There sceus to be, instead, one dramatic presentation,
VictineVictor, wiich may or mgy not v qualified by further inaoighis.
This la the presentation of Chirist's York om vhich Iuther!s preeching
end toeching seas. to be dependent.

If therve iz a dual aspccet 1o the soteriological work of Christ, it
wuld seci: both should receivo oqual stresss e bave seen how Luther cen
rogard the eroes and the passive sufierings of Chriat as the centor of
his doctrine, Inthor con bocvzme just as emphatic with regard to the
Regurroetion.

tiem non wil das Hvengeliug predigen so miag es Xuxrtz umb gein vond
dor suiieystohung Chriatl.dl

Und das heissen wir 'Glaubon,! woun vdr ¢S uns so sinbliden, dass

wir wnp pans und gor derdn otecken, eben ais sei sonst nicht andora

gesehwricbon, demm Christus igst erstanden.l2

Je er [St. l*'maii] schreigt olle worel und mirackel Christi vnd

prediget wnd lerned uns sunderlich die fureohtt unc h dor

anlforgiendtous Christl, wes wvir dardurch endipfengens

o a1l ithess statemeonts make the Chriatus Vicltor receive just as
much as the Christus Vietin? This doos mot pesm to be true in Iuthor.

The Cheistus Vietor is Ho ¥ho mag Cheistus Victim. The Christus Vietis

L. vpeg crsto Capitel Se Feted," 12, 263, 15,
20, uChristi suferstelung, 1532," 36, 157«
3y, "sSormon am Auffahrttage,® 10, III, 138, 16.
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reueing the heayt of the sgoteriolopical work for Iathor. This is best
seen vhen f[uiher drops his major empbasis "dio hsuferstehung Christi®
for "gie Gottes iuferweckuny Chrdstl." thenover Ianthor speaiks secording
Yo this presentation the Work of Christ is accomplished enbirely ly tho
Chrintus Vietim, Vietory and heaven becucme gifts of God eccording to
this prosentation. Yeb the Vietinm iz still responsible for thesc gifis
coninge. Therefove Iuthor soyss
Gottes Lamb ist fur dor Welt Suendo geschlactet und goopffert, Der
reshbe Hohepriestor hat sein Upfler vollondet, Gotiea Son hat sein
leib und Leoben cur lezalung fur Gle Suende dehin gogoben und
wiipeopifert, die Suende izt gelilget, Goties sorm vorsucnoi,der Tod
ubervuden, das himelreich erworbon wid der Hinel auffgeaschlosaen,
ther In this conncclion teaches thai Chrdst's passive suffering has
wn acbive result vithoud referring to the Chidstus Vietor. The active
- zesult Iz won Ly Christ iy o passive sacrifice accopiable to God. This
thought nay be found quite froquently in Iumthers "Die Frucht (seinar
leiden var) unser Friode und Gemundholtsl5 (Frlede =nd Gegundheit do
not only include forgivoness of sinse<Christus Viectim., They also include
life aud solvatione-Chyriatus Vietor.) Iatherta uso of Christus Vietim for
Chrrist's entire soteriological wri is, neverthless, pot as frequent as
" his ugse of ViotimeVictor. ihis is the opinion that this thesis yvesents.
There 43 a ood reason for inther's irefereonce for the VictineViotor, icc.

With the Vietin jresentation Christ's delty retreate to the backzround im
all the sots of exaltation. Christ is relsed by God and given authority

ang kingdom by God. Though Christ joriked in the humiliation, the

Vg wipchenpreaigten ueber Joh, 1=R0e 1528/9.,) 23, 406, 1388,
15w, "Predigt ueber Jess 53, 2. april 1513,7 1, 336, 10.
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exaltation now rexoves us fyom Vork to Perssn. With tho VictimeVictor,
Christ's doity and His humenity with divine atiributes are emphesized in
the exaltation. The oxaltetion is a yoriins of Christ just as His
humiliation wse It showld be noted again, hovevor, thet even with the
VictineVictor gresentation, the Vietinm remains tho underptructure of the
staterents concerning the Vietor, Seen fron this aspect there can xever
be o really equel bulonce of toth Vietin and Victor even in the Victine
Victor presentation, In Luther's £ingl proeclamation of this presentation
Uhere does secnm to be an equal balance,

How we shull set forth Clrist's wrk in the exaltation, The firat
work is Cleristls descent into hell,

boy jiorr Jdeous Christus 1st sur jfioelle himntorgefchiren, hat die

ficells sulrocien, den Toufel uebsrmumden und dis, so vom Toufel

gefoangen ‘waoren erlocsete
Fron another citation it is clear that the persons who wore gzloest
wre “ungs, die da colten darinn gefengen ligen.®? To understand this
f0lly wo must see that every seb of the VictimeVictor fress us from that
vhich is therein involved. S0 in the VictizeVictor om does not say ho is
freed from hell becauso of Christ's deatie That is tie contingent reason
for Christ's suffering heli, Ve sre fresd fron hell bgcuuse Chrigt ovore
gcane holi. "Christus habt dio Foeclle subrochsn."

Cnce again the farerceching effecis of ths VictimeVictor preaentation
tecone appavent. It involvea a literal recaption of Luther's words, and
perhops At invelves a literal hearing of Scriptures; tooce Beocause Christls
death is veroved from this confession, *We are freed from hell Looause

1672, Rchrigts iuferstelung, 1532," 26, 159, 210,
1734, "Dar dritie Fredigt, sull den Usterteg,” 37, 62, 31ff.
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Chriat overcame hell,¥ this confession should mot be charged with asighting

the death of Christ. lig Geatk vemgins the understructures The secrifical

suifering of hell Is that which makes the overeconing possilble, Ii should

8lso be said that Christts death is moro then understructure. 7The whols

geries oi acis In the VietineViotor rraesentation, vhethsr passive or

active, sve of ccting the corvesponding acts in us until our total salvation,

In thiz prooentalion doath deozls with gin. But more meeds o te dealt
vith than oin in the Victin.Victor presentation, 3Secause sin is deelt
wlth we ere not called justified in the VietineVictor preseniation.
"ibor durch seyn eulferstechn macht er unaagamht-“m

fiore we are {orced to lomve the jresenintion of Chrisitts work as
axeliation. 7The descent into hell nesds special treatment. This is
true, for Iuth-r did not elmys rogard it as en set of exaliation,
Berlier in his 1life he was troubled by this particular acts It seemed
W bte rather an act of the mnilistion for him. "Ich glaube « « « Coss
sein Fleiseh swer gerubt in Hoffnung, aber dasz seine Senle die Hoelle
gesclmeckt nabe. ¥  fater tho testing and suifering of lell was made a
varh of the egony of his death.? This loft the dsscent open for
interpretetion as solely an set of the oxaliation. Ho came to this

interyretation at least ly 1§33.31; Iuther's dnterpretation of the

137, "Eyn Sermon von dor Detrechtung des hoyligen leydens Christi,®
2 Mﬂ zf‘n :
(4 [ ]

Wstr, “irbeiten ucber dic ersten 22 Fealmen,®™ TV, 991, 16if.
at1, Yirse iusle. usbor de orston 25 Psalmen,® IV, 1475, 3302,
25s, nper deitie Fredigt; auf? don Ustertag,® 37, €3, 50%.
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dezcont as a preaching or declaration in hell should be eongidered as a
part of this interprototions Tinougboul Luthvr, even in the young imther,
tho nost emphabic and unhesitant interpretetion of the descent is en ect
in exeliction. “Clhiristus hat die Hoelle sertrouchon.”

Considering the emaliabion as Work tha nexi act is the regurrection.
Since weo aro mot Iroc of doath in the same semse that wo ave fzee of hell,
the set o the rosurrection 3o cuite conplex. Owr confession has to ke
in the future tense. e aro going to rise because Christ rose.? On
the oue hand luthar could be precioe iloraa lie sald that Chrlstians had
in gonwe woy rison becsuse Christ roses "Das bosteo stueck ist selwn im
himel #e

For the moot part Luthor @id not treat the act of vesurrection in
this fulfilled sense. Inotoud ko nude it the sumsery of all the
cxaltation acts. 30 it even itates ovor that vhich Cipist'a reipning at
the Jabthoxis pight hand accomplisheseetind all evil is now meds horaless
viien it womiic on Christiens. Iubther says of the regsurrection: YDeshalb
i0% Christi Sieg dor Sieg uehor « » « Hoello uvnd alles Uobel.®?> There
is a great significance in this sumerisivg wnder the act of resurrcoiicn.
Unc can sec hore thut tho work of exalialion is one wori, oven as ths work
of huniliabion io one wrk, A8 w cawot for long separate suffering
wd dying; so we canuot speak of the resurrection too long bofore it is
comnesticd with Christls ascension, his reigning at the Fatherls right
hend wnd with the vhole work of exaliation.

Ry "predigh em Ostertaz, neclmittage,® 36, 162, 12.
233tL, "Das evste Capitel de Calaterbriefs,® 1%, 39, 2.
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The other acte of Christ's exalitstion are found ugually as a
swuary of Christ's vork of exaltation. At times they are also made to
rofer to the speciiie act inwolved. 850 we saccud beczuse Christ asconded;
w0 reign vecauso Chelst reipgnsy we judge bocauge Christ jJudges. These
are the ronaining acts of the oxaltation: the ascension or going to the
Yathoy, the vrelgning at the Fatherts right hand, the {inal judguent. Ye
dotieet @ vory irofound influsnce in Luthsr, then, from ths iposiolic
Syntole

It is The intevest of this psper tu stress thko act of Chriastl's
reigning at the Father's righit honds This act of exsltation i3 a
vresent roclily now, oven as our lord's Ferson sxmoubting this reign, is
& resent roslily. Iuther oayss

leyu herr Chriptus ist eym terr ubir todt, teuffel, sunde, gerechiickeil,

ieyl, Leben, foynd und freund, wo fur sol ich nich denn furchien?

Denn vernn noyne foynd fur der thur sitzen und gedencken, sie wollen

sich ermorgen, ozo godonoit meyn glawb alsso, "Christus Izt gen hymel

gefaron vnd eyn horr ubsr alle creabur worden; o mussen ya meyn

foyand yim such uwnterthan seyn, derunmd ist es nicht yn yhrer gowli,

das sie nir schaden, und trots dasa 329 eyn Finger regen odder ni=

eyn har krwwien, oh Christus Willen,
Chedot's reigning yow was something powerful for imihsr that feod his
foith, If we do not hear of Christ's relgning for us now, then we night
cxpect & weakening of faiths 4nd in truth, Frotestuntisn secms £illed
eithor with the heformed peaimstion to a God of jredestination or with
e inabaptist docioion io gubtnit. XL wo wish to guawd against auch
influences upon ouy Lutisran Chuveh, then lot our thsology and jreaching
o £illed scve with [atherts epphaais on Christla reisn atl the Father's

right hand oves now for mg and you. Uhy should this strongthen faith?

2hms, "Sermon an Himelfahristege," 12, 563, 187,
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It strengbhens Caith bscsuse the very same Christ who disé for us, now
veigns for us. Iather tells us not to make & tryant oub of the rsigaing
Christ,?? OChwist is still the same Christ. He is pure grace.

Tho relgaing of Christ brings faith vhen it is preachsd. But what
kind of reigning is this thah bwings faith? First we might ssy that 3t
i3 a reigning over all craation, so that all things are in the hande of
Clreist,

Christus ist gen hymel gefaren und cyn herr ubexr alle creatur

vorden, so mussen ya meyn feynd yhm auch unterthan seyn, darumb ist

3'{]3:51;;:56,:51: Yiwer gowall, das sle nir schaden » « « on Christus
This ws a strong emphasis inm Iuther and is responsible for his constant
use of the word Unglusck., For Christians the difficultiies of life may be
helpful txinls end testings from God, or they may be regarded as one's
om sucrifices freely given ag they come, ut they are not Unglueck.
"Allen mglneck ist uberwmmden."’ This is all trus because Ohirist,
and mt some othsr tyrammical power, is reigning through out creation.

The reigning of Christ is especially described by Luther, howsver,
as the forgiveness of one's a!.ns.za In other words Christ's reign is
especiclly characterized by the grace which brings one into the Kingdom
and keeps one in it. So wo must maintain a oonnectio.n between Christ
in exaitation and His forgiving grace moy. Elert says this must be done

25_1’!._&, "Sermon auf den anderen Osterfeiertag,® 12, 498, 32,
g, "Sermon am Himmelfahrtstage," 12, 563, 21£f.
27_@, "Evangelium am Ostersonntag. lark. 16, 1=3," 10, I, 2, 223, 7.

By "prodigt am 19. Sonntag nach Trinitatis,® 15, €97, 3l.
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or the identity of the historical and the ascended Christ will bo lost.??
Thiz comnection is to be maintained especielly in our proaching on the
Church, on the Sacraments and on Christ's reign. The Word and Szcraments
vould receive perhepa the most siress of these thres. Inther soys:

Uenn wie wol er vobarel ist ynn alleon oreaturen und.ich mochte ymm

ya stein, yu fewr, yn wsaer, oddier auch ym strick finden, wie er

dern gewislich da ist, will er doch nichi, das ich yim da suche on

das welt vne odch s fowr oddor wsger werfie oddor an strick hongs,

Uaberal int er, er will aber niecht, das du uieral nach yhm tap;:astio

sondorn w das wort ish, da tappo nach, oo ergreilicstu yhn recht,.
S0 the Sseranenis snd the Vowrd, as the beart of the "Church® and "Chriat's
Heign,® sean Lo be thoe nwst rerl conneciion between the Clxrdst in
exaeliation now and His vorking for use. Thesc are Christ's om words w
heare Thiz is Christ's omn vody and blocd wo cet and drink, &s hc gives
us these gifio according to his hunan nature, the diwine naiure must le
there tooe Iiuthsr hag these divineehuzen gifts in mind when he says that
Christ hus oscended to give gifts to men,31 So Ged's poweriul Tord.is in

uz, énd we have eaten and drumk God's Pody and Hlood.

#Izlort, ope Cite, Iy 23e .

ik, “Sermon von dem Saoramont, 1526, 19, 492, 19ff.
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3Lz, vpoalm 68," XIII, 2L
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Lother protests the handling of the ascengion as a fach to bte
known and occoptod. He says that the ascension muot be oSt aa living
wrd.t It uust apeais o “he heazt, :.‘.ttar proclaing the sseension in
this neonor.

I smsaen wir won ouffert des heiren Christi tou hymel such reden,
Alis orat isi es leyehilich gesagt und wersionden, das der horre

ist gen Iymel gefuren wné aitset da sur »ochion hant potiis. os

ist aber gyn tolt wort wd verstandt, wenn es nit wit dom herizen
geraat vird. Doyuml mins man seyn effarvng yan lyoel und sitzen
lagson oy thetiip wnd kyefftiz ding seyn, des yuuer der ym schwanck
geho, und il gedenchen, Gas or da hyn ooy yoforon, und da oben
sitoe, una hie regiren las, asonder derun ist er hynevfi geferen,
dag or do am zoysten ko schaffen und regiven. Den wenn er aufl
crden wor Lliben sichifcklich fur den loutten, hot or nit szo vil
muegen cehallen; demn o3 kot e nit allc leut tey yu scya lonnen
wad gehoeron. Porumb hut or oyn solche woyssz angefangen, das ed

miv ellien lsu gehaffen bhat und yzn allen reogire, das or yim allen
predisze vnd gle es olle loeran und or boy allen seyn ken. Daronb
kot cich, das du dir nit also gedonckist, das er yotsund weyt won
ung usmen soy, csonder gorad widdersymns, 60 or auffl erden Wy var
er s tou ferren, yotsund igt or uns o dber éa lan die vermmilt
nit fagsen, wie ca iou goho.s

Here v goc how tho wiwle wrk of Christ in exaltation is to be medo ours.
The sermon must proclainm Clirist as necrw--as imsmanent with His sroco.

It in this enougn? Froteotuntism also gecne to have Chndist near
with lids grece. The introduction calied attention W this fapiliar and
immevont Cheist in Protestantisn, Through this thesis we have been able

Liortin Imther, ¥Sercon an Himmelfahrtstege, De Harbin loxke,
kritm% (_‘@gév_m:- ataus&uhe, edited by J. . F. lhaake ot al. (Teimanr,
1233 £8e), 12, y, C£f, Hereafter clted as [We '
233, "Sexmon au Himselfahrtstage, 1533," 12, 562, 1207,
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%0 see vhat io l::é::hlgin ito proclauation of Christ, 7The incarnution or
gomrmnieatls idiomatun io lacking. Though they haw o pogard fur Chyist
e a holy saint, meok and lovly, thoy ¢o not geem to sense that Christ
Wrings to tiem the atooluto holiness of Cods o should be conseious of
this leck in Frotestentism, In order to jreservo Chwiatl end lids grage
for curselves as He veally is, wo need to study luther, He would have
us jresch Clwist not only es week, bub also as strong.” So w @
realizo thul tho Coaspel is not only Imman words, tubt alsc divine words.
Christ, who spolie these words, was both Jod and man, and therefors we
eve nob % ppatc them.® Tho samo 1s e of the Smoranent. This is mot
oniy the presence of = nan, bul it 1o alao the prosence of Cods Theroce
fore Luther says wo sre to feur the real prese::se.s Todgr in ouvr church
this ave aud fear of the Sacrament is reﬁardod a3 scmething we muat
Glgndss for ihe pinds of our peoples [t Inthor would oot have it so.
Ho wuld rather bhave us cven preach it, that wo might then toach our
ypeople what sord of infindto, and yet fomiliar grace is present in the
iwead and wing. This is Luthor's prgeleimation. 7That the congregation
night algo Imow Godls grace in tho Sscrementy he tells them thoy should
say, "Nun will ich frolich lyncu gobon, und het ich mer sucnd uli dem
helzer 0 It £inally comos to this, that Christ is cur lrothor. Yet

375‘:

&
vt d

“Sermon an dritien Osterfeigrtag,™ 12, 511, 33f7.

Yig, USermon auf den enderen Usterfeiorteg,? 12, 497, 16.
5_'._’53,, "Sormon euf den anderen OUaterfeiertag,™ 12, 496, &7,
bz, “Sermond auf den anderen Usterfelertag,® 12, 502, 27.
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one doean't cry this cut, according to Iuther. It is somothing too
waderful. Onc can cnly say it with the Spixit.7
Tho writor considers Frotostantism's regard for Christ diasrespectful.
and the holiness or iranscondence of Chriat hos been otrsssed in this
chaptor. In order that thia one anphasis may not -now grow as to oxclude

our faniliority with Christ, let us vemember that the worst disrespect of

Christ is wot usine Him ot all. So Luther clearly maintains.” Our Tegerd
for Christ is one of ave angd familiority. Our faith knows Christ with
holy femiliarity.

7&’ »fm uatﬂﬁemag das Emlbn'n m' I. 2’ 215, e

=4, “Sermon cuf dey andereon Csterfelertag,® 12, 502, YVif.
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CHAFTER VIX
COBCLUSION 45D SHGANY

Iutherts intorest in the exalted Chwist was intense. This interest
arse boczuse bis own faith asked, “Whoisihis person, who is atle to
cave mel¥ Iutherts interest was really an interest in the Ferson of
Christ. For him Chrisi's Person wus alusys exalted. Iuther's emphasis
on the exaltod Christ dorives partly from the controversies with the
Sucrapentariens, too. For him the Sacramentarians wore making Chriat
imw Persons or no Person, %o this Luther's:faith could react with
vehenance, for faith needs ong Christ. He. said these controversics wore
trying t rob him of his joy over salvation.

In gpoeking off tho exclted Christ, we have nmeant that Christls havsen
noture hes alwvuys shared divine attrivutes. For Iuther this is expressed
in the pimwuse gompunicstio idlomatum. This does not mean that the bumen
nature locks mnan atirdbutes. Iuther ssys thet the mmeon nature is
given power, ploxy aud kingdom in the resurrection and agcension according
to itc hunan atiriinios. This io cluays uaed by him as a proof for the
union of Christls two natures, as proof for the comnmicatio idiomatum,
But 1% is juast as true to asy that the nman nature can't be given power,
glory end kingdom, for it has alvays shared divine attritutes and been
incepuble of receiving an adéition. Furthermore, when the lnman and
divine according ¢ their lmman attritutes are doing hunan woris--eating,
sloeping, walicingeethesec are no fmmiliation to either malure. Humanity
i5 God's good creation. Then tho dlvine asswmed the huwmen in the ine
carnation, this was no umiliation. There is mo huniliation in the
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Soppunieatio idlomatim. Yot Intherts doctrine of Christ!s Person, the
fovndntional structuvre of his soterdology, sccms to involve contradictions.
Iuthur seld this ws because the uvanlon wms thought of as a union of an
allepature and a £inite natures S0 the Sacrazentarimna wished to say
that the omnipresent or allepresent nsture could ot e in e perfectly
balenced undon with the humon noture, vhich had & prescribed £inite
Fresence, 70 this Iluther esnswered thet the divine nalure is not just
omiipresent. Il in also noneyresent and finitely prosent., God is
overyuhore, nouhere, and souewheres actually luther is maintaining that
Cod'p presence is indeseribable end certainly cannct be described in terms
of his crestures--ploce, size, masse For Luther, then, tlore was alweys
wystery in the comamicatio idiomgtwm. The incarnation is the, greatost
miracle of all miracles.

e hoave seen that it is possible for Iuther to tali about the
Inmen noture as unexalted, thet is as having no divine ettriutes.
Howover, such o statement will only lead us back %o saying, on the other
hundy, thet the humon natuwe is exalbeds So we shall always be talking
of Christ's Person. Yet the gpmmmicatio jdiometum is only held as the
understructiure to Christ's Yorks, Therefore we ghould look to Christ's
York for the roal exaltation, that is ths exaltation which followed the
milistion, These, the milisticn end exaltation, are stales of activity,
thene If tho humilistion cun be deseribed as suffering tio law, curss,
tenptetions, death and holl, then the exaltation can be described as

Srivmching over the Law, curse, tezptailons, death and hells The aot of

Christ in his work of exsltation can perhaps be expressed in the cne
vord ugborwinden, overcome, in ILuther. This sct is found in the descent
into hell, tho resurrection, the ascension, the reign at the rether's
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right hond and the reappearinz for judgnent. This work of exaltation is
vhat Christ did for Himself anc wiat He otill does for us. Christta one °
going Tork of exaltation is often sumsarized Yy Luther in Christts -
Present reigning st the Fatherl's right hand., For Luther Christls work
of excltution beeomes curs in Christ's raigning in the Chureh through
Tord and Sacramonts. ".'l‘his reign of Christ end His redgn in notwre is 2
sowres of confort W Christians because they mow Him as only gracious.
Christ i3 not s tyrsnt,

Tnis wrk of exaltalion is not Iuther's only presentation, If
Christ's Yorson is considered agein afier the humiliation, then Iuther
cz=n ogy the human nature has received something in all of this., The work
of exaltation thon falls to the side.

The writor here suggests that this latier interpretation of the
evenis af'ier the hmiliation is not Juther'a major emphasis, In this
contention he follows Julius Foestlin, Theodosius Harnsck, and Yermer
Elert,

The writer also guggosted 'bhnt.the gstates of hmiliation and
exaliation regorded as states of activily, might be equated with the
Christus Victia theme and thet of the Christus Victors Instoad of being
contradictory perhaps ilwse should be combined chromologically to form
one dramatic presentation of Christ's activity and wri for us.

¥e may safely conclude that whatever Luther has to say about elther
the exeliod Chriat or the Chriat woriting in tho exalfaiion is soteriologienl.
With regard to the exalted Person of Christ we saw that evorything was
soterdology, for this was part of the basic understructure. With regard
to Christ working in exaltation, we concluded that this camnot Le separated
froiz Chvistls peerifice and it itgelf is sotaﬂohg!nal.

P — t
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The introductory questions have also been answerod.. Christ 43 regarded
sometines as having proper humen atiritutes at the time of tho Resurrection
end Lscension. The lesurrection mnd jdscension then becoue acts in which
Christ is exzlied Ly God to shere divine sttritutes, This is proof for
Cirdst' s union with the divine, Here, s always in Iuther, one regerds
Clrist with me. Cur faith lomows Christ with holy familiarity.

The quosiicn vhether intier ia responsible for Fiotestantisnds
desningly disrespectiul regard fox Christls Person and Work must bte
fngwered with 2 loud o, The holiness of Christ is involved with the
Loppnscaiio ddlometum and the Incarnstion. Christ is also God. This man
is etemal énd infiniite; especislly in grace. Luthar's feith glways !mowus
Christ with holy fomilisrity,. ;

In snowering the quegtion regerding Iunthart!s proclamation ef the
exaltation wo mote that Chapter VI gives an oxzuple of such preeciing,
Luther said the acta of Christ had o b8 relovant for us. Christ is nesar
vs wrking for us with His grece. It was also pointed out that if this
should be meaningful, the basic undevstructure mmat be there. We must
have o speeifie Christ near vs working for va. This neceasary Christ must
rerain hoth Cod and pen in & real union with commmicatio of the ldiomata.

Therefore we Go beat to conclude that the Ferson of Christ must bs
hold and proclaimed as abgolutely boly (divine) and yet as familiar to
v3 (humen), :

Furthermore it scens that the exaltation 1s btest involved with Christ's
Tork as it will only lesd to a saze of cireling thought if placed in
cormcotion with Christ's Fersons If Chriat's.exaltstion may be interpreted
as a state of activity, then the vork sud datu act of this work is sumed

up in the vords Christus rro nobls, Chrigtus xro me.
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