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CIAPTELR I
INTRODUCTION

The teaching end life of the Church has been impressed and charactere
ized Ly different accents und developments in various periods of the Church's
history. It iz common to refer to the early Chwreh as Johannine in hor
spirit, Some would charsclerize the Reformaticn period as Pauline, though
ot asignifying an essential difference Yy such a description. The cone
texporary or modern perded would %hen be referred to as ths age with the
accents and spivit of the Synoptic Oosrels. This latter description of
the contemporsiy Church £inds application in tho Protestant Church of the
West as a whole. Tt seems to involve principles or zccents which emphasize
and set forth the "historical Jesus.® This emphasis is accompanied Ly a
de=eaphacis on the exalted Christ.

Tiose who refer to the spirit of tThe modern pericd as Synoptic should
protably use this tera in a malified sense. It is eltogether possitle
thet the Synortic Cospels ere being misinterpreted by the Western Pro-
testant donomirations. Julius Schniewind in his comzentary to the Gospel
according to St. Hurk reminds us: "Die Evangelien sind wvon Christen
geschrieben, die an den Erhochten Christus gegleubt haben,"! Therefore
an interpretation of the Synoptic Gospels which noglects the exalted
Christ is probably elien to the understanding which the early Church had
of the Symoptics. Kew Testament study, however, is not ow immedisto
concern in this thesis. 4t this point we wish mersly to call attention

JJuJ.ms Schniowind, Dag Evangelium nach Marckus in Dag Neue
Testaunent Deutsch (Goettiu_,em Venderboeck & Rupreeht, 1956), I, 6l.
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to the de-emphssis on the exalted Christ in the Weatern Protestant Church
milisu. If vio, as luthearans, are within Western Protestantism, it wuld
hardly be possible for us to esecape the influence of this milicu. 4nd
this writer believes this influence and its effects are readily found
also within our ovwmn church body. Thoere may be no traces of thizs influence
in our doctrine and theological discussion, wut it might become manifest
already in our cultus and then in gone ¢f ovur religious jullications and
devotional ert for popular consumption. If so, this thesiz has a very
"oractical” bent. It tries to set forth Luther's doctrine of the exalted
Christ as o corrective Ffor the influences from the milieu of Vestern
Protestantisn,.

Three questions were involved in the choosing of the topic here
presenteds The firot gave the writer a concern for the doctrine of
Christls exaltaticn instead of leaving hin with a more general conocern
for the holiness of Christ!s Person. This question is raised for one
wiv hes been made aware of Protestantism's emphasis on the ™higtorical
Jesus." If this cccent on Jesus the man hes been constently present
through a study of the Gospels, then one is startled amnew at the
regurrection and ascension of our Iord. TWhen the happening of the
ascension is givenm its due by one who does not hold the three-story
coazology with heaven up atove, then the ascension can only be expressed
as taking over divine omnipresence and rulership. Such a man, wio
becomes omnipresent ruler to an infinite degree, must also be God. Such
an exaltation certainly entails tho holiness of Chrisi's Ferson, but it
especially sets forth the msn Jesus as elso God. S0 we ask the question,
"lave there been theologians who stressed the exaltation as they came to




3
the affirmation thot Jesus was trus God and true mani® It is fitting
that a Lutheran would ask specifically vhether Luther accents this approaches
through the doetrine of the exaltaiioneeto the affirming of the union of 1
the divine and Iumen natures in Christ!s Ferson. This is the first :
question. i
The second question is that which reslly fixed this topic to a '
study in Luther. The question is born out of the writer's distress over
the way Protestant Sectarianism regards the Ferson of ocur Iord. This is
ot meant es a eriticism of the familierity which characterizes Ssctarian
devotion to our lord. dny real dewtion to our Lord must involve famile ‘
darity., But this writer feels Frotestantism's regard for Christ is often ;
disrespectiul fasilierity rather than an adoration which would inwolve i
the relationship of holy familiarity. In seeking to abolish this dise
respectful familiarity--this familiarity which canntot comprehend the
amazing significance of Christ's Forson or wrikeethis familiarity which
1z bepun and set aside with an easiness that might be described as "imuoral,™
| the writer found it notural to turn to the exalted human naturs of our
Iord Jesus Christ. If one does this, he begins to deteoct a de-emphasis
on the exalted Christ in the teaching, preaching end dewotionel literature

that has reached him. Unfortunately the setiing up of nationsl holidays
in the United States of fAmerica hss not been influenced Ly the Church's
historic year of grace and its feast and fast days to any great extent.
* Therefore even we ILutherans find it inconvenient to celebrate our Iord's

dscension, which alvays falls on a work day; whereas, we do find occasion

to accent the birth, passion, death and resurreciion of our ILord in the

cultus of our Church. This absence of the Feast of tho Ascension in the







CiPIER VI
ERALTATION 45 FROCLAZATION

Lother protests the handling of the ascengion as a fach to bte
known and occoptod. He says that the ascension muot be oSt aa living
wrd.t It uust apeais o “he heazt, :.‘.ttar proclaing the sseension in
this neonor.

I smsaen wir won ouffert des heiren Christi tou hymel such reden,
Alis orat isi es leyehilich gesagt und wersionden, das der horre

ist gen Iymel gefuren wné aitset da sur »ochion hant potiis. os

ist aber gyn tolt wort wd verstandt, wenn es nit wit dom herizen
geraat vird. Doyuml mins man seyn effarvng yan lyoel und sitzen
lagson oy thetiip wnd kyefftiz ding seyn, des yuuer der ym schwanck
geho, und il gedenchen, Gas or da hyn ooy yoforon, und da oben
sitoe, una hie regiren las, asonder derun ist er hynevfi geferen,
dag or do am zoysten ko schaffen und regiven. Den wenn er aufl
crden wor Lliben sichifcklich fur den loutten, hot or nit szo vil
muegen cehallen; demn o3 kot e nit allc leut tey yu scya lonnen
wad gehoeron. Porumb hut or oyn solche woyssz angefangen, das ed

miv ellien lsu gehaffen bhat und yzn allen reogire, das or yim allen
predisze vnd gle es olle loeran und or boy allen seyn ken. Daronb
kot cich, das du dir nit also gedonckist, das er yotsund weyt won
ung usmen soy, csonder gorad widdersymns, 60 or auffl erden Wy var
er s tou ferren, yotsund igt or uns o dber éa lan die vermmilt
nit fagsen, wie ca iou goho.s

Here v goc how tho wiwle wrk of Christ in exaltation is to be medo ours.
The sermon must proclainm Clirist as necrw--as imsmanent with His sroco.

It in this enougn? Froteotuntism also gecne to have Chndist near
with lids grece. The introduction calied attention W this fapiliar and
immevont Cheist in Protestantisn, Through this thesis we have been able

Liortin Imther, ¥Sercon an Himmelfahrtstege, De Harbin loxke,
kritm% (_‘@gév_m:- ataus&uhe, edited by J. . F. lhaake ot al. (Teimanr,
1233 £8e), 12, y, C£f, Hereafter clted as [We '
233, "Sexmon au Himselfahrtstage, 1533," 12, 562, 1207,
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%0 see vhat io l::é::hlgin ito proclauation of Christ, 7The incarnution or
gomrmnieatls idiomatun io lacking. Though they haw o pogard fur Chyist
e a holy saint, meok and lovly, thoy ¢o not geem to sense that Christ
Wrings to tiem the atooluto holiness of Cods o should be conseious of
this leck in Frotestentism, In order to jreservo Chwiatl end lids grage
for curselves as He veally is, wo need to study luther, He would have
us jresch Clwist not only es week, bub also as strong.” So w @
realizo thul tho Coaspel is not only Imman words, tubt alsc divine words.
Christ, who spolie these words, was both Jod and man, and therefors we
eve nob % ppatc them.® Tho samo 1s e of the Smoranent. This is mot
oniy the presence of = nan, bul it 1o alao the prosence of Cods Theroce
fore Luther says wo sre to feur the real prese::se.s Todgr in ouvr church
this ave aud fear of the Sacrament is reﬁardod a3 scmething we muat
Glgndss for ihe pinds of our peoples [t Inthor would oot have it so.
Ho wuld rather bhave us cven preach it, that wo might then toach our
ypeople what sord of infindto, and yet fomiliar grace is present in the
iwead and wing. This is Luthor's prgeleimation. 7That the congregation
night algo Imow Godls grace in tho Sscrementy he tells them thoy should
say, "Nun will ich frolich lyncu gobon, und het ich mer sucnd uli dem
helzer 0 It £inally comos to this, that Christ is cur lrothor. Yet

375‘:

&
vt d

“Sermon an dritien Osterfeigrtag,™ 12, 511, 33f7.

Yig, USermon auf den enderen Usterfeiorteg,? 12, 497, 16.
5_'._’53,, "Sormon euf den anderen OUaterfeiertag,™ 12, 496, &7,
bz, “Sermond auf den anderen Usterfelertag,® 12, 502, 27.
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one doean't cry this cut, according to Iuther. It is somothing too
waderful. Onc can cnly say it with the Spixit.7
Tho writor considers Frotostantism's regard for Christ diasrespectful.
and the holiness or iranscondence of Chriat hos been otrsssed in this
chaptor. In order that thia one anphasis may not -now grow as to oxclude

our faniliority with Christ, let us vemember that the worst disrespect of

Christ is wot usine Him ot all. So Luther clearly maintains.” Our Tegerd
for Christ is one of ave angd familiority. Our faith knows Christ with
holy femiliarity.

7&’ »fm uatﬂﬁemag das Emlbn'n m' I. 2’ 215, e

=4, “Sermon cuf dey andereon Csterfelertag,® 12, 502, YVif.
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CHAFTER VIX
COBCLUSION 45D SHGANY

Iutherts intorest in the exalted Chwist was intense. This interest
arse boczuse bis own faith asked, “Whoisihis person, who is atle to
cave mel¥ Iutherts interest was really an interest in the Ferson of
Christ. For him Chrisi's Person wus alusys exalted. Iuther's emphasis
on the exaltod Christ dorives partly from the controversies with the
Sucrapentariens, too. For him the Sacramentarians wore making Chriat
imw Persons or no Person, %o this Luther's:faith could react with
vehenance, for faith needs ong Christ. He. said these controversics wore
trying t rob him of his joy over salvation.

In gpoeking off tho exclted Christ, we have nmeant that Christls havsen
noture hes alwvuys shared divine attrivutes. For Iuther this is expressed
in the pimwuse gompunicstio idlomatum. This does not mean that the bumen
nature locks mnan atirdbutes. Iuther ssys thet the mmeon nature is
given power, ploxy aud kingdom in the resurrection and agcension according
to itc hunan atiriinios. This io cluays uaed by him as a proof for the
union of Christls two natures, as proof for the comnmicatio idiomatum,
But 1% is juast as true to asy that the nman nature can't be given power,
glory end kingdom, for it has alvays shared divine attritutes and been
incepuble of receiving an adéition. Furthermore, when the lnman and
divine according ¢ their lmman attritutes are doing hunan woris--eating,
sloeping, walicingeethesec are no fmmiliation to either malure. Humanity
i5 God's good creation. Then tho dlvine asswmed the huwmen in the ine
carnation, this was no umiliation. There is mo huniliation in the
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Soppunieatio idlomatim. Yot Intherts doctrine of Christ!s Person, the
fovndntional structuvre of his soterdology, sccms to involve contradictions.
Iuthur seld this ws because the uvanlon wms thought of as a union of an
allepature and a £inite natures S0 the Sacrazentarimna wished to say
that the omnipresent or allepresent nsture could ot e in e perfectly
balenced undon with the humon noture, vhich had & prescribed £inite
Fresence, 70 this Iluther esnswered thet the divine nalure is not just
omiipresent. Il in also noneyresent and finitely prosent., God is
overyuhore, nouhere, and souewheres actually luther is maintaining that
Cod'p presence is indeseribable end certainly cannct be described in terms
of his crestures--ploce, size, masse For Luther, then, tlore was alweys
wystery in the comamicatio idiomgtwm. The incarnation is the, greatost
miracle of all miracles.

e hoave seen that it is possible for Iuther to tali about the
Inmen noture as unexalted, thet is as having no divine ettriutes.
Howover, such o statement will only lead us back %o saying, on the other
hundy, thet the humon natuwe is exalbeds So we shall always be talking
of Christ's Person. Yet the gpmmmicatio jdiometum is only held as the
understructiure to Christ's Yorks, Therefore we ghould look to Christ's
York for the roal exaltation, that is ths exaltation which followed the
milistion, These, the milisticn end exaltation, are stales of activity,
thene If tho humilistion cun be deseribed as suffering tio law, curss,
tenptetions, death and holl, then the exaltation can be described as

Srivmching over the Law, curse, tezptailons, death and hells The aot of

Christ in his work of exsltation can perhaps be expressed in the cne
vord ugborwinden, overcome, in ILuther. This sct is found in the descent
into hell, tho resurrection, the ascension, the reign at the rether's
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right hond and the reappearinz for judgnent. This work of exaltation is
vhat Christ did for Himself anc wiat He otill does for us. Christta one °
going Tork of exaltation is often sumsarized Yy Luther in Christts -
Present reigning st the Fatherl's right hand., For Luther Christls work
of excltution beeomes curs in Christ's raigning in the Chureh through
Tord and Sacramonts. ".'l‘his reign of Christ end His redgn in notwre is 2
sowres of confort W Christians because they mow Him as only gracious.
Christ i3 not s tyrsnt,

Tnis wrk of exaltalion is not Iuther's only presentation, If
Christ's Yorson is considered agein afier the humiliation, then Iuther
cz=n ogy the human nature has received something in all of this., The work
of exaltation thon falls to the side.

The writor here suggests that this latier interpretation of the
evenis af'ier the hmiliation is not Juther'a major emphasis, In this
contention he follows Julius Foestlin, Theodosius Harnsck, and Yermer
Elert,

The writer also guggosted 'bhnt.the gstates of hmiliation and
exaliation regorded as states of activily, might be equated with the
Christus Victia theme and thet of the Christus Victors Instoad of being
contradictory perhaps ilwse should be combined chromologically to form
one dramatic presentation of Christ's activity and wri for us.

¥e may safely conclude that whatever Luther has to say about elther
the exeliod Chriat or the Chriat woriting in tho exalfaiion is soteriologienl.
With regard to the exalted Person of Christ we saw that evorything was
soterdology, for this was part of the basic understructure. With regard
to Christ working in exaltation, we concluded that this camnot Le separated
froiz Chvistls peerifice and it itgelf is sotaﬂohg!nal.

P — t
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The introductory questions have also been answerod.. Christ 43 regarded
sometines as having proper humen atiritutes at the time of tho Resurrection
end Lscension. The lesurrection mnd jdscension then becoue acts in which
Christ is exzlied Ly God to shere divine sttritutes, This is proof for
Cirdst' s union with the divine, Here, s always in Iuther, one regerds
Clrist with me. Cur faith lomows Christ with holy familiarity.

The quosiicn vhether intier ia responsible for Fiotestantisnds
desningly disrespectiul regard fox Christls Person and Work must bte
fngwered with 2 loud o, The holiness of Christ is involved with the
Loppnscaiio ddlometum and the Incarnstion. Christ is also God. This man
is etemal énd infiniite; especislly in grace. Luthar's feith glways !mowus
Christ with holy fomilisrity,. ;

In snowering the quegtion regerding Iunthart!s proclamation ef the
exaltation wo mote that Chapter VI gives an oxzuple of such preeciing,
Luther said the acta of Christ had o b8 relovant for us. Christ is nesar
vs wrking for us with His grece. It was also pointed out that if this
should be meaningful, the basic undevstructure mmat be there. We must
have o speeifie Christ near vs working for va. This neceasary Christ must
rerain hoth Cod and pen in & real union with commmicatio of the ldiomata.

Therefore we Go beat to conclude that the Ferson of Christ must bs
hold and proclaimed as abgolutely boly (divine) and yet as familiar to
v3 (humen), :

Furthermore it scens that the exaltation 1s btest involved with Christ's
Tork as it will only lesd to a saze of cireling thought if placed in
cormcotion with Christ's Fersons If Chriat's.exaltstion may be interpreted
as a state of activity, then the vork sud datu act of this work is sumed

up in the vords Christus rro nobls, Chrigtus xro me.
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